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COVER STORY

Fear not!
The People - not the BN - will
safeguard Malaysia’s future
by Francis Loh

As GE13 approaches, Umno-BN’s propaganda machinery is in full swing. One major theme they are
spewing is that the Pakatan Rakyat (PR) coalition
comprises strange bedfellows who cannot work together. Hence Malaysia’s political stability and development is doomed. It is only the BN that can
hold our multi-ethnic, multi-religious society together, and deliver development too. But wait a
minute! Is there really a BN-government? Or is it
an Umno -BN one? Whichever, it is the rakyat that
holds our society together, and will safeguard
Malaysia’s future!
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EDITOR'S

NOTE

The general election is drawing ever closer. In our
cover story, Francis Loh urges us to cast aside our
fears and go for change. After all, he notes, it is the
rakyat who hold our society together and will safeguard Malaysian’s future.
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o doubt the BN government has resorted to repression and coercion to
maintain power for
some 56 years. Perennially, Opposition leaders, critics and social
activists,
all,
allegedly
‘subversives’ and ‘extremists’,
have been detained without trial.
Although the ISA has been repealed, there is now the Special
Offences (Special Measures) Act,
2012.

N

Apart from this, the BN government still has a wide array of coercive laws. That said, the BN government does not rule by simply
resorting to force. Instead, the BN
government, like its counterparts
elsewhere, instils fear and
propagandises a certain set of beliefs about the political system that
we live in, about the kinds of leaders needed, in order to persuade
us that they are the natural leaders of multi-ethnic, multi-religious
Malaysia; in so doing, Umno-BN
also legitimises itself in the eyes
of the rakyat.
This set of beliefs is sometimes referred to as the ideology or propaganda of the rulers. But the concept of ‘hegemony’ is a more useful term. It refers to a set of political beliefs, or myths, which penetrates beyond the minds into the
hearts, to the extent that the ideology of the rulers becomes the
views, the beliefs, the culture of the
people themselves. For religious
people, the concept of hegemony
is not difficult to understand. We
are talking of a phenomenon very
close to the notion of faith. Put
another way, those in power begin to rule with the consent of the
people. Now, this makes for lasting domination of the rulers over
the ruled without having to resort
to the use of force regularly.

Five

central

tenets

There are several central tenets in
this belief system about Malaysian
politics. First
First,, because we are a
multi-ethnic, multi-religious society, and quite naturally rub
against one another occasionally,
we have been made to believe (erroneously) that we cannot cooperate with one another spontaneously. Accordingly, many of us
accept rather than question the
prejudices, discrimination and
even demonisation of the other
which have become common
place. Mutual distrust, rather than
mutual trust of one another is the
order of the day. Often, if the other
party is noticeably religious, these
negative feelings become even
stronger. In such a situation, the
propaganda of a Biro Tata Negara,
or of Utusan Malaysia, or of Ibrahim
Ali’s Perkasa, find fertile ground.
The end result can be worse than
distrust; it leads to hate, or fear, or
both.
Second
Second, left to ourselves, we supposedly begin to fight with one
another. By definition, therefore,
the multi-ethnic multi-religious
Malaysian society is conflictprone. Accordingly, too much freedom and too much politics is considered bad. Curbs on certain freedoms and on politics are considered necessary, so they persuade
us. For a long time, many of us
considered coercive laws like the
ISA, the OSA, the UUCA, the Printing Presses and Publications Act,
the Societies Act, and the Police
Act as necessary and justified.
Nowadays many also wish that
these coercive laws be used to protect us from hate-mongers. “Use
the ISA against Ibrahim Ali!” we
have heard. Or “arrest Irene
Fernandez on grounds of sedition!” Indeed, many are per-
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suaded that a strong state is justified.
Third
Third, since we supposedly mistrust one another and are conflictprone, we are led to believe that
we also need a set of leaders who
can represent our ethno-religious
interests and yet be acceptable to
the others, to negotiate with one
another on our behalf; at the upper echelons of power, that is. Up
until the political tsunami of 2008,
many Malaysians considered the
BN, a coalition of ethnic-based political parties, the most appropriate political vehicle to resolve our
differences. Because they had
been in power since 1957, the leaders of the BN appeared to be the
natural set of leaders required.
Often, especially prior to 2008,
because the opposition leaders,
were unable to come together, they
were regarded as ‘extremists’, the
BN leaders as ‘moderates’. As we
approach GE13, this image of the
opposition as extremist, and the
BN as moderate, is being highlighted, not least in the BN-controlled mass media, in their blogs
and social media too. Even when
the BN leaders have violated the
people’s interests, as in the NFC
and AES scandals, and act
undemocratically, as in using the
instruments of government to further their own and their cronies’
interests, many people continue to
view the BN as moderates, and as
the preferred leaders.
There is yet another consideration. Is there really a BN, especially after the 2008 elections?
With the near wipe-out of the
MCA, MIC, Gerakan, led alone
PPP, is really Umno which dominates. According to informed
sources, all important policy decisions are made by the Umno

leadership before they are presented to the Cabinet for approval.
Fourth
Fourth, the 56 years of BN rule has
contributed to the belief that it is
only when the BN is in power that
political stability and economic
growth can occur. However, now
that we have witnessed the stellar performances of the PR governments in Selangor and Penang,
against all odds, this myth has
taken a knock.
Consequently, the BN has had to
resort to more grandiose GTP-type
transformation plans on the one
hand, all kinds of handouts on the
other: KR1M, Kar1sma, higher
dividends for EPF contributors,
free medical check-ups for Socso
contributors, subsidies for iPhone
purchasers, RM100 for all students in schools, RM250 book
vouchers for those enrolled in
Form 6 and IPTs, etc.
Do not be fooled! Identifying the
real reasons for political stability
and economic growth are important because it exposes the myth
that only the BN can promote political stability and economic
growth. In fact, the BN federal
government, reluctant to share
power and public resources with
duly elected PR state governments, has been the cause of political tensions, as in the case of
responsibility over the water services in Selangor, or accusations
that the PR-led Penang government has discriminated against
Malays whereas it is not Malays,
but the Umno-connected business
people, so used to sweetheart business deals, who have been sidelined. There was also the political
instability that occurred in Perak
in 2009. It is clear to all that UmnoBN was the cause of the overthrow of the duly elected PR gov-

Denying

our

own

humanity

This set of beliefs is absolutely demeaning to the human
spirit.
• By prejudicing the other and conceding that we cannot
co-operate with fellow Malaysians of other ethnic and
religious backgrounds, we in fact deny them as well as
ourselves our common humanity.
• By acceding to the curbs on our fundamental freedom
and justifying the existence of a strong state, we hinder
and frustrate our attempts to develop ourselves and our
society wholistically.
• The extension of the set of prejudices to the Opposition
parties and leaders, brushing them off and labelling them
as extremists is unfair and a ridicule of our own humanity. For are not the leaders and supporters of the opposition also members of our Malaysian society and the larger
human family? And why should there be such high regard for the BN leaders still when they have already
violated the people’s interests and the principles of democracy?
• Furthermore, when we prioritise material progress and
measure our development in terms of the tallest this, and
the longest that, we undermine our spirituality, which
should be the basis of our wholistic development. Crass
acquisitive materialism encourages us to grab rather than
to share; to seek instantaneous gratification rather than
to engage with Mystery. We need certain universal values, including perennial political principles like freedom, truth and justice, to guide us in the journey of our
lives as individuals and as a community, an ummah in
the Islamic sense. None of our prophets or sages ever
encouraged us to prioritise material progress over these
principles.
• Finally, attributing our nation’s success to the achievements and indispensability of a single person is even
more perverse and ridicules our humanity. It is tantamount to cultism at best, idolatry at worst. For all human
beings are dispensable, certainly fallible.

ernment there.
It is certainly our democratic right
to peacefully assemble too, perhaps even more so to demand free
and fair elections. The tensions
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surrounding Bersih 2.0 that occurred around KL in 2011, and
again over Duduk Bantah in 2012,
were caused not by the Opposition, but by the BN government
denying civil society demands for

democratisation.

envy of all.

Watch out, therefore: ignorance
and disinformation can perpetuate the erroneous belief that political and economic chaos would
result if the Opposition comes to
power.

But look at the situation some 1520 years after he has stepped
down! His undermining of
Abdullah Badawi’s government,
and after the 2008 tsunami, the
exposes of various scandals like
the Port Klang Free Zone and the
granting of ICs to refugees and
migrants in Sabah have exposed
him to be, well, an autocrat. A
mahazalim, a mahafiraun!

This set of beliefs penetrated deep
into the minds and hearts of many
Malaysians especially during the
1990s when Malaysia experienced rapid economic growth
again, after the mid-1980s regional financial crisis. This
growth enabled the construction
of those icons of growth – the Twin
Towers, KLIA, the KLIA Express,
Putrajaya, the MSC, etc. No doubt,
a majority of Malaysians materially benefited from that growth
too.
A sense of ‘feel good’ prevailed.
And since Dr Mahathir presided
over all these achievements, a fifth
belief, that it was not simply the
BN, but Dr Mahathir too, that facilitated Malaysia’s success, began to gain credence. Consequently, there developed a belief
that Dr Mahathir was indispensable, that under him Malaysia
Boleh, and Malaysia became the

Secret of M a l a y s i a ’ s
success
We need to counter this set of
Umno-BN political beliefs by discussing an alternative explanation of why Malaysia has been
successful for so long. For it is in
spite of money politics and nepotism, the resort to communalism
and the manipulation of ethno-religious sentiments by political
leaders, indeed, in spite of UmnoBN rule or Dr Mahathir’s leadership, that economic development
has occurred, political stability
been maintained, and inter-ethnic
harmony sustained. We must
therefore understand the secret of
Malaysia’s success lest we shortchange ourselves.
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Decent

and

tolerant

Ironically, although the hegemony
of this set of beliefs prevails, Malaysians have been ever ready to
co-operate and help one another,
to tolerate and dialogue with one
another, especially in their everyday encounters with others – at
work, at play, in schools or in each
other’s homes. Why, we even cocelebrate each other’s religious
festivals. Indeed, we have compassion for others and abhor conflict
and violence. Such decency and
fair-mindedness which is perennial and part of the human spirit,
endures, regardless of who our
leaders are, no matter which party
is in power. It is the secret behind
Malaysia’s long-standing interethnic and inter-religious harmony.

Hardworking
and
responsible
Likewise, the fundamental reason
for Malaysia’s economic success
is our most precious resource: the
Malaysian people. The majority of
the Malaysian work force is responsible, disciplined, hardworking and productive, a secret
which foreign investors are aware

of. This is no doubt true of the
workers in the manufacturing sector (be it the electronic and electrical or the footwear or apparel industries), in the financial and service sectors, as well as the agricultural. It is even more evident
when the Malaysian workforce
are paid adequately, treated fairly
and allowed to maintain their
dignity.
We also have a large number of
professionals - lawyers, doctors,
engineers, architects, surveyors,
computer scientists and educators – who are responsible,
knowledgeable
and
fairminded. Most business people,
bankers, industrialists and developers are also honest, hardworking, capable and sometimes innovative. We even have
artists, dancers, actors, playwrights, film-makers, musicians
and entertainers who are creative and at times provocative.
And of course we have lots of
good cooks and hawkers too.
But perhaps there are too many
good salespersons employed in
the department stores and shopping malls selling us goods which
we do not really need. All these
groups have contributed to
Malaysia’s economic well-being
and the richness of Malaysia’s
life, and will continue to do so regardless of whoever is in power.

The

civil

service

Additionally, our political stability owes much to the presence of a
civil service that is relatively efficient and hard-working, though
perhaps bogged down by too
much red-tape. Admittedly, the
upper echelon of the civil service
has been politicised. Top posts are
often filled by individuals who

have been promoted not because
of proven capabilities, nor seniority, but often because of their political connections. They develop
into sycophants. There have been
unnecessary extravagance and
wastage and too much emphasis
on the form rather than the substance of things.
Nonetheless, the lower and
middle levels continue to be
filled by hard-working people
who are not paid adequately for
the good work they put in. The
teachers in our educational service at the primary, secondary
and tertiary-levels are a case in
point. The surgeons and specialists, medical officers, nurses and
technical aides in our general
hospitals, district hospitals and
rural clinics are another group
of dedicated civil servants. The
uniformed units (fire and rescue, immigration, military and
even the police force especially
its traffic, crime and drug enforcement wings) also deserve
praise. There are also many heroes at the clerical level, in the
pensions department, in the
welfare services, in the drainage
and irrigation department, etc.
They will continue to provide
services to the public regardless
of who is in power.

Mothers

and

wives

Finally, in spite of the hype about
Mat Rempits, lepak, youth gangs,
drug addiction, etc, we continue
to have a very strong familial system irrespective of our different
ethnic or religious backgrounds.
Mothers and wives continue to
perform very important roles at
home. They pass on to the young
a set of good values that enable
them to contribute to society. They
also ensure that there’s food on
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the table for family members.
They continue to perform these
fundamental tasks which cement our society together without receiving a wage. More than
that, many women, nowadays,
do all the above while juggling
a full-time occupation outside of
the house as well. Yet, their efforts are not adequately
recognised by society, especially
the men-folk. However, mothers
and wives, too, will continue to
contribute to Malaysia’s success
and stability irrespective of who
is in power.

Conclusion
Malaysia has been blessed with
rich resources, especially its decent and tolerant, hardworking
and responsible people. Yes, the
Umno-BN government, certainly
Dr Mahathir, have lasted beyond
their ‘sell by’ date! For several decades now, Umno-BN rule has led
to nepotism and cronyism; much
wastage and unnecessary physical manifestations of grandeur;
erosion of the rule of law and loss
of freedom; mistrust and fear
among the races of one another.
This over-extended stay was facilitated by the propagandisation
of that set of political beliefs that
we elaborated on. It is time for
Umno-BN to go!
In any democracy, leaders and
parties alternate power. They
come and go. Only the rakyat remains.
Fear not when we vote for democracy. Go for change. The rakyat will
safeguard Malaysia’s future. q
Dr Francis Loh is the
president of Aliran.

ELECTION FOCUS

Stop plans to build a nuclear
power plant in Malaysia
The Malaysian people must call for all political
parties to declare that they will unequivocally
abandon all plans to build a nuclear power plant
by Ronald McCoy
he New Sunday Times (24
February 2013) published an article by Dr
Ahmad Ibrahim, Fellow
of the Academy of Science Malaysia, 2013, in which he asked if Malaysia should opt for nuclear
power for generating electricity,
claiming that nuclear technology
offers “many benefits for mankind”.

T

It is undeniable that greenhouse
gas emissions from fossil fuel
combustion are one of the principal causes of global warming and
climate change, which increasingly threaten planetary and human survival in the twenty-first
century. It is therefore crucial to
reduce dependency on fossil fuels for the generation of electricity. But nuclear energy is not a feasible alternative to fossil fuels. Renewable energy is.

False

claim

The nuclear industry and proponents of nuclear power have used
global warming as a false argument to promote nuclear power as
climate-friendly.
Although
nuclear power plants produce

Fukushima nuclear power plant

much lower carbon emissions
than coal- or gas-fired power stations, they are by no means entirely carbon-free. In fact, they generate substantial carbon emissions
throughout their 40-year average
lifespan, from the time they are
being built, commissioned and
operating to the time they are decommissioned.
The nuclear industry and its proponents also make the false claim
that nuclear energy is cheap, clean
and safe. If that were true, entre-
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preneurs would be falling over
each other to build profitable
nuclear
power
plants.
Disinformation by the industry
masks the true economics of
nuclear power, which is dependent on enormous government
subsidies to meet high insurance
premiums against catastrophic
accidents and enormously expensive construction and decommissioning costs.
Moody’s Corporate Finances (the
ratings and risk firm) has esti-

tsunamis, and be in a position to
respond effectively.

Futaba Hospital

mated that nuclear energy’s capital cost per kilowatt was 275 per
cent higher than that of wind energy and 150 per cent higher than
solar energy. Numerous studies by
Wall Street and independent energy analysts have estimated that
electricity from renewable energy
sources costs an average of 6 US
cents (about 18 sen) per kilowatthour, whereas electricity from
nuclear energy costs about 12-20
US cents (about 36-60 sen) per kilowatt-hour, excluding the cost of
any nuclear accident.
Ahmad Ibrahim admits that “the
nuclear option has its share of
negatives” but says that we
should not ignore nuclear power
as “such negatives are manageable” and that “new generation
reactors have much reduced
safety risks”. Major nuclear accidents are uncommon, but when
they do occur they can be devastating. From the beginning of
nuclear power 60 years ago, governments have created a system
that protects the profits of the
nuclear industry by shielding it
from paying the full costs of its fail-

ures, while those who are caught
up in nuclear disasters suffer the
serious consequences. The disaster at the Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear power plant in March
2011 has proved that point.
Two years later, hundreds of thousands of Japanese from the
Fukushima area are still exposed
to long-term radioactive contamination. They have lost their
homes, their jobs, their businesses,
their farms, their communities,
and their way of life. This happens because the nuclear industry and governments have designed a nuclear liability system
that protects the industry and that
forces taxpayers to pick up the bill
for its mistakes and disasters.
Although the Fukushima accident was directly caused by the
disruption of its power supply,
which then led sequentially to failure of the cooling system, overheating and reactor explosions,
the fundamental cause was institutional failure of the government,
regulators, and the nuclear industry to anticipate earthquakes and
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The nuclear disasters of
Chernobyl
in
1986
and
Fukushima in 2011 clearly show
that there is no such thing as
nuclear safety or a fail-safe
nuclear reactor. Murphy’s Law
dictates that human error and unpredictable events are unavoidable. If the Malaysian government
dismisses the lessons of
Fukushima and goes ahead with
its nuclear option, Malaysians
will have to contend with the reality of an unreliable maintenance
culture, lax attitudes to safety
regulations, and inadequately
trained and poorly motivated
staff.
Nuclear waste: no safe disposal
Apart from nuclear accidents, the
most dangerous and unacceptable
feature of nuclear power, above all
is that there is no safe method of
disposing of long-lasting radioactive nuclear waste. For instance,
plutonium has a half-life of 24,000
years. In other words, any quantity of plutonium waste from a
nuclear reactor will only lose half
its radioactivity in 24,000 years.
Today, about 250,000 metric tons
of spent nuclear fuel rods from
437 nuclear reactors in 31 countries are stored ‘temporarily’ in
ponds or dry casks at reactor sites,
where they await the day when
nuclear technology will hopefully
discover a method of ‘permanent’
storage for periods ranging up to
a million years.
Hanford Nuclear Reservation in
the state of Washington is the site
of America’s complex of nuclear
reactors which supplied the plutonium that produced America’s

nuclear arsenal during the Cold
War. A report last week confirmed
that six of the 177 underground
tanks storing 53 million US gallons (204,000 cubic metres) of
high-level radioactive waste were
leaking radioactive waste. After
the first leak was detected in one
tank, it was some time before the
other five tanks were also found
to be leaking, because “employees
there did not adequately analyse
data they had,” it is reported.
The responses of Governor Jay
Inslee and the US Energy Secretary, Steven Chu, have a familiar
ring: “There is no immediate or nearterm health risk associated with these
newly discovered leaks…this raises
serious questions about the integrity
of all 149 single-shell tanks with radioactive
liquid
and
sludge…Secretary Chu has a longstanding personal commitment to the
clean-up of Hanford…he has assured
me he will do all he can to address the
issue of the leaking tanks…he also
assured me there will be immediate
additional monitoring of the singlewall tanks.”
There is no social institution on
the planet that has lasted more
than 2,000 years. The reality is
that, if medieval Man had used
nuclear energy, today we in the
21st century would still be managing his nuclear waste. It is inconceivable that any right-thinking government would want to
knowingly risk the future of its
people and bequeath such a lethal,
toxic legacy to future generations
of Malaysians. As a Malaysian
citizen, I make this protest. It is utterly unconscionable, unethical
and immoral.
In 2010, the Malaysian government identified the deployment

of nuclear energy for electricity
generation as one of the Entry
Point Projects in its Economic
Transformation Programme. A
year later, it set up the Malaysia
Nuclear Power Corporation
(MNPC) to lead, plan and complete the building of a twin-unit
nuclear power plant, with a total capacity of 2 gigawatts, by
2021-2022. The final decision to
‘go nuclear’ is expected to be
made in 2013 or early 2014. In
fact, the MNPC has already
identified seven possible sites
for a nuclear power plant – two
in Terengganu, two in Johor, two
in Perak, and one in Kedah.

Abandon
nuclear
plans
Ahmad Ibrahim has also
broached the subjects of thorium
and nuclear fusion. Thorium is a
radioactive element that can be
used in a new generation of
nuclear reactors as an alternative
source of fuel for the generation of
electricity. It has several advantages as a nuclear fuel, such as
producing less of the long-lived
radioactive products of plutonium and uranium, but there are
still many technical problems to
be resolved. Even if they are resolved, there are still many environmental concerns in the mining, handling and storage of radioactive waste.
Nuclear fusion is a reaction where
two atomic nuclei come together
to form a heavier nucleus, generating energy in the process.
Nuclear fusion is the reverse of
nuclear fission where an atom is
split to generate energy. Still in the
early stages of research, nuclear
fusion has many advantages over
nuclear fission and the potential
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to replace nuclear fission for generating cheap, safe and sustainable energy in the future.
The Malaysian government
must deliberately rethink its
plans for nuclear power and repudiate the disinformation
spewed by the nuclear industry
and local vested interests. It
must instead invest in research
and development of renewable
energy sources and energy efficiency technologies, as many
other countries are doing.
The Malaysian people must make
nuclear power an election issue
and call for all political parties in
the government and in the opposition to apply the Precautionary
Principle and declare that they
will unequivocally abandon all
plans to build a nuclear power
plant, which would put the health
and safety of present and future
generations of Malaysians at serious risk. q

Dr Ronald McCoy, is
president of the Malaysian Physicians for Social
Responsiblity and past
co-president of International Physicians for the
Prevention of Nuclear
War, which received the
Nobel Peace Prize in
1985. He retired as an obstetrician
and
gynaecologist and believes that the babies he
delivered and everyone
else deserve to live in a
peaceful world, free of
nuclear weapons and
nuclear reactors.

ACCOUNTABILITY

Najib

must

step

down

He cannot function as PM any longer!
by P Ramakrishnan
ears of speculation as to
who drafted private investigator P Balasubramaniam’s second
statutory declaration dramatically came to a close on 16 March
2013 at the Bar Council’s 67th
annuel general meeting when
Bala’s lawyer, Americk Sidhu, revealed the identity of the person.

Y

Americk informed the gathering
that his “prominent colleague
Cecil Abraham had admitted to
acting on Najib’s instructions to
prepare a second statutory declaration (SD2) for the purpose of
overturning a first (SD1), which
had been prepared by another
lawyer.” (The SD1, dated 1 July
2008, very carefully detailed
events and occasions that linked
Najib to Altantuya and implicated
his involvement in the death of
Altantuya.)

A

bombshell

This bombshell must have
shocked everyone present – even
though there were lingering suspicions of the lawyer concerned.
As a result of this disclosure, their
suspicion became an established
fact now, shocking the legal fraternity.

disbelief – not because a senior
lawyer was involved, but rather
because SD2 was prepared on the
instructions of the Prime Minister, who was then the DPM and
Defence Minister!

Malaysians were stunned into

It is thus very clear that Najib, who
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was serious enough.
Likewise, the PM must vacate his
position paving the way for a thorough investigation into his case.
He must be cleared of any impropriety through a proper investigation. Only then can he assume his
post and continue to act as the PM.
In the meantime, his deputy, Tan
Sri Muhyiddin Yassin, can be the
acting PM.

was implicated in the death of
Alyantuya in SD1, wanted every
reference alluded to his involvement to be removed. Attempting
to cover-up his alleged criminality only compounded the crime.

he was deemed to be involved in,
all that he had to do was sue the
person who was insinuating and
implicating him in the murder of
Altantuya. He had all the time to
do this but he did not.

He seemingly had no qualms in
creating a false SD in the name of
Bala without his knowledge and
consent to extricate himself. Bala
was then forced to sign this SD2
with the promise of a huge sum of
money by Najib’s brother, Nazim.

His conduct reminds us of the
saying, “Truth is not only violated
by falsehood; it may be outraged
by silence.”

Perverting
the
course of justice
He was indeed perverting the
course of justice and for this purpose had wilfully created a fictitious SD by instructing a lawyer
to do this evil deed.
This desperate act on his part only
cast more dark shadows on his
character, creating the impression
that after all there must be some
merit in the accusation.
If he was indeed innocent of what

Najib is now under a cloud of suspicion. His moral character and
his integrity are in question. His
name has been sullied. The office
he holds has been tainted beyond
repair. Under the circumstances,
he must step down as PM until
his name is cleared. He must not
drag his office through the mud.
His office must not be tarnished.

When a civil servant is accused of
serious misconduct, he is suspended on half pay while his case
is being investigated. When he is
cleared of the charge, he is reinstated. If he is found guilty he
could be dismissed if the offence
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We are reminded of a similar incident in the 1970s when a head of
a state tried to cover-up a crime.
In 1972 President Nixon ordered
the bugging of the Democratic
National Committee Headquarters at the Watergate office complex in Washington DC, which in
itself was a crime. But he went beyond that. He tried to cover up his
crime.
It was such a serious crime that
Congress impeached him. On 9
August 1974, he resigned. A foul
deed committed by a head of state
cannot and should not be tolerated.
As such, Malaysians expect a full
and thorough investigation into
this sordid affair. For the investigation to proceed smoothly, Najib
should not be in office; otherwise,
there would be interference as was
the case in the SD1.
Malaysians will have no faith in
an internal police investigation.
They expect no less than a Royal
Commission of Inquiry to be set
up to get to the bottom of the truth.
Accusations and allegations of
murder, perversion of justice, interfering with evidence are very
serious charges that there must be
no delay in setting up the RCI. q

ELECTION FOCUS

Negeri Sembilan now has
caretaker
government

a

The essence of the concept of a caretaker government is to
equalise the position of the ruling party and the opposition in
the lead-up to the polls
by Tommy Thomas
n our federal system of
government, general
elections have to be held
every five years for Parliament and the 13 State Assemblies. There is no constitutional
reason why the general elections
for 14 Legislatures must be held
at the same time.

I

Indeed, since Merdeka there have
been instances when national and
state elections were held at different times. Even in 2013, no state
elections need be held in Sarawak
because they had their last one in
2011 which would take them to
2016.
However, because of the
centralisation of power in
Putrajaya and its control over the
Elections Commission, the political reality is that the Barisan federal government decides when the
national polls would be held this
year, and the Elections Commission, as its mouthpiece, has already announced that general
elections for Parliament and all
the State Assemblies (except
Sarawak) will be held on the same
day. For practical purposes, this

means that four Pakatan governments in Kelantan, Kedah,
Penang and Selangor have absolutely no say in the fixing of the
date of their state elections.
It does not follow from the fact that
the 12 states which have to go to
polls in the coming weeks for state
elections are powerless under the
Constitution because they cannot
decide on the date of the polls. The
fixing of the date must be contrasted with the earlier or prior
decision of the Menteri Besar/
Chief Minister of each of the 12
states to advise his Malay Ruler
or Governor (Yang diPertuan
Negeri) to dissolve the State Assembly before the expiry of its fiveyear term.
This is a decision of great constitutional significance, and it is disappointing from the perspective
of the Constitution, that the
Negeri Sembilan Menteri Besar
did not advise the Yang diPertuan
Besar to dissolve the State Assembly of his state. Instead, Article
56(4) of the Second Part of the
Negeri Sembilan Constitution
was triggered yesterday, and the
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Assembly was automatically dissolved yesterday (26 March 2013).
Historians would have to advise
whether this is the first occasion
that this has happened in Malaysia.
Our parliamentary democracy is
established on the basis that a
government elected at the general
elections is a government responsible to the legislature, and one of
the prerogatives of the leader of
such a government is to advise his
constitutional monarch to dissolve the legislature before the automatic dissolution clause is triggered.
One hopes that the other 11 State
Governments will not follow the
Negeri precedent and allow automatic dissolution to occur. Rather,

Angkasapuri: Not the property of UMNO-BN.

each of them should exercise their
privilege and advise on dissolution immediately. The significance
is this: a conscious and deliberate
decision of the State Executive, as
contemplated in the Westminister
system, is far more preferable than
automatic dissolution which
sends the unmistakable signal
that the government is frightened
to meet the electorate on a date of
its choosing.
The Elections Commission has
already announced that general
elections for all the legislatures
(save Sarawak) must be held before 26 May 2013. The Elections
Commission has also declared
that from yesterday, the Negeri
State Government is a caretaker
government.
The binding effect of decisions
and contracts made by a caretaker
government in the Westminister
system must be contrasted with a
normal government. Much learning on the nature of caretaker governments is freely available
online. The Elections Commission
should publicly announce at once
the dos and don’ts of what the
Negeri state government can do
in the next 60 days.

Some plain and basic illustrations
will help. The Negeri government
can continue to pay its civil servants and honour contracts entered into before 26 March 2013.
Thus, if the Negeri state government had entered into a tenancy
agreement in 2012 with a private
sector party to rent the latter’s office block in Seremban, that agreement is valid and the state must
pay the rentals to the landlord for
the next two months.
However, what the Negeri state
government cannot do is to enter
into new contracts, transactions
or deals in the next 60 days. If a
third party is reckless to execute
such a contract, it does so at its
peril. If the people of Negeri elect
a Pakatan state government, the
latter is entitled to terminate such
a contract in the public interest.
This is the public law equivalent
to the inability of an agent to bind
its principal in certain circumstances that one finds in private
law, say, directors committing
their company to a contract when
the company is facing windingup.
As the name suggests, a caretaker
government is just taking care of
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the state by virtue of the doctrine
of necessity. Every state must at
all times have a government, and
Negeri currently has a government with minimum powers. The
essence of the concept of a caretaker government is to equalise
the position of the ruling party
and the opposition in the lead-up
to the polls. The objective is to have
a level playing field in order to
promote fair elections. It will always be temporary in nature, that
is, only until 26 May 2013.
When campaigning for votes,
the Negeri state government
(and all the other governments
in the coming weeks) should not
be using public property, like
helicopters, motor vehicles and
government halls, which belong
to the people because they are
paid from tax-payers’ funds.
Because the opposition cannot
use such public property, neither can the ruling government.
A clear demarcation between
government work and party
work must be applied.
Likewise, access to the mass media. Equal time and access must
be given to both coalitions for the
mass media (television and radio)
which are funded by tax-payers’
money. The Barisan has been treating Angkasapuri as its private
property — it is not, and must be
shared with the opposition coalition in the next two months. One
need not multiply examples to
make the point. q

Tommy Thomas, a leading constitutional lawyer, is a long-time contributor to Aliran.

HUMAN RIGHTS

In

defence

of

free

speech

Until radical systemic change can take place,
we need to tolerate other points-of-view,
however abhorrent they are
by Azmil Tayeb
f we don’t believe in freedom of expression for
people we despise, we
don’t believe in it all.” –
Noam Chomsky in Manufacturing
Consent: The Political Economy of the
Mass Media (1988).

“I

Civil liberty such as freedom of
speech has always been wrought
with controversies even in countries where individual rights are
clearly enshrined and safely protected by the constitution. Malaysia is no exception. The fact that
Tian Chua, an Opposition MP, is
now being charged under the
1948 Sedition Act for his remarks
on the armed conflict in Lahad
Datu, Sabah clearly illustrates the
fragility of this supposedly protected right in the Malaysian constitution.
Some people compare the arrested
Tian Chua to right-wing loudmouths such as Ibrahim Ali and
Ridhuan Tee Abdullah, who are
allowed free rein to spew hate and
stoke ethnic discord in public.
While it is true that there is a
double
standard
in
the
government’s [mis]handling of
the free speech issue, those who
make the comparison are missing
the forest for the trees. The more
salient point here is the executive

and legislative branches’ undemocratic right to regulate free
speech in Malaysia.
The right to free speech occupies
an awkward place in the Malaysian constitution. Article 10 of the
constitution states that every citizen does have the right to freedom
of speech, expression, assembly
and free association but this right
is contingent on – nay, is construed by – the executive and legislative branches of the government as they see fit, namely under
the pretence of national security,
public order, and morality
(Clauses 2, 3 and 4).
In a working democracy it is not
the function of the executive and
legislative branches of the government to decide on the legal boundary of a constitutional right; that
is the job of the judiciary branch.
Unfortunately, the Malaysian judiciary has lost its independence
since 1988 when it underwent a
major upheaval, instigated by the
former PM, Mahathir Mohamad,
and subsequently became a de
facto arm of the executive branch.

Lack
of

of trust
rakyat

The Sedition Act, along with a
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slew of other draconian laws to
stifle free speech such as the Printing Presses and Publication Act,
the Official Secrets Act and the
Police Act, has been used time and
again to quash any views deemed
subversive by the government.
These are the products of a paternalistic government that claims to
know what is best for its citizens.
It is akin to a parent setting the
boundary for the children to behave.
The difference is that parents will
let go of the control and supervision once the children hit adulthood. Modern-day Malaysian citizenry, going on 56 years young, is
still being treated by the government as snot-nosed, wet-behindthe-ears primary schoolchildren.
The assertion that the people cannot be completely trusted with the
rights to free speech is no longer
tenable especially if Malaysia aspires to become a truly functioning democracy.
Experience, knowledge and responsibility can only be attained
through real-world practice. Let
us use the coming-of-age ritual of
teenage driving as an example.
Many parents in the beginning are
understandably hesitant to allow
their teenage children anywhere

near the car’s steering column.
But they have to let the teenagers
take the family car out at some
point since it is the only way for
their children to gain familiarity
and acquire an abiding sense of
responsibility. The same can be
said for the right to free speech.
Malaysians can only learn how
to responsibly exercise this right
if they are allowed to do so with
very minimal interference from the
government.

Paternalism is not
democracy
A paternalistic form of governance, of course, is inimical to
the very essence of democracy
itself: a government of the
people, by the people and for the
people, a phrase put forth by
President Abraham Lincoln in
his
highly
memorable
Gettysburg Address in 1863 at
the height of the American Civil
War. The relationship between
the people and the government
should never be top-down. It is
not the role of the government to
act as a father and unilaterally
dictate the permissible boundary for the rights of the citizenry.
A democratic government is
shaped by the people, or in the
words
of
Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, the “general will”
that is the singular manifestation of the citizens’ wishes and
interests. The crux of this “general will” is the ability of the
people to express their views
and grievances; hence the utmost importance of free speech
in a functioning democracy. It is
the people who should be telling the government how to behave - and not the other way
around.

The contention that swirls around
the right to free speech is to what
extent this freedom can be exercised. Even in places such as the
US, where freedom of speech (the
First Amendment right) is sacrosanct, its limit is constantly debatable and shifting, depending on
the changing mores of society and
the way the political wind blows.
Freedom of speech typically can
be restrained when it is employed
as an incitement that leads to
physical violence against an individual or a group of people. The
question then is who gets to set
the delimiting criteria for free
speech? The main reason why the
judiciary branch should take up
this role is that, on the theoretical
level, it is the least politically-influenced of the three branches of
government. The executive and
the legislative branches, by virtue
of being the representatives of the
people, are more susceptible to the
vicissitudes of everyday politics
and populist campaigns; as such,
they are not able to stand above
the fray and objectively judge constitutional matters purely on their
legal merits.
There is always a tendency for the
executive
and
legislative
branches to exploit the constitution for their own ends. It then falls
under the purview of the judiciary
branch, as an apolitical and independent institution, to decide on
constitutional matters; more importantly, as a mechanism in the
overall democratic check-and-balance system.

Tolerating
points of

other
view

But, of course, the present-day judiciary in Malaysia is neither in-
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dependent nor courageous
enough to act as a countervailing
force against the executive and
legislative juggernauts. Hence it
makes for a strong case that the
current government needs to be
changed in order for a deep systemic overhaul to take place.
Article 10 of the constitution has
to be amended by jettisoning the
arbitrary powers bestowed upon
the executive and legislative
branches to set the permissible
limit for free speech and restoring
the independent authority of judicial review on constitutional
matters. Protecting the sanctity of
our cherished social contract, as
embodied in the constitution,
should not be left to the whims
and fancies of the legislative and
executive branches of the government. In an ideal democracy, the
judiciary is there to remind the
other two branches of government
when they get too big for their
britches.
For the time being, short of radical systemic changes, what is
sorely needed in Malaysia is the
sincere and holistic understanding that the right to free
speech also entails tolerating
other points-of-view, however
abhorrent they are. Yes, that
even includes stomaching verbal diarrhoeas from the likes of
Ibrahim Ali and Ridhuan Tee
Abdullah. q

Azmil Tayeb, an Aliran
member, is a PhD candidate at the Department of
Political
and
Social
Change, College of Asia
and the Pacific, Australian
National University.

LOCAL DEMOCRACY

A longstanding
challenged and

wrong must be
corrected

We have initiated legal action on behalf of the democratic process
to return to the people their right to choose their local leaders
by P Ramakrishnan
hat we are trying to do is
right the wrong that has
been longstanding. It
was wrong for the Alliance government to have suspended local government elections 48 years ago, on 1 March
1965. There was no compelling
reason for this.

W

The Indonesian Confrontation
was used as a lame excuse for the
suspension of local elections. It
was such a flimsy and frivolous
excuse that the Speaker of Parliament refused to allow a motion by
Socialist Front Members of Parliament calling for a debate on the
issue. The Speaker must have
known that the suspension could
not have been justified in an open
debate.
The suspension was such a ridiculous action because the previous year’s federal and state elections were successfully conducted
in 1964 without any untoward
incident. Let us not forget that we
had mammoth rallies then. There
were so many political luminaries in the form of Lee Kuan Yew,
Devan Nair, Dr Tan Chee Khoon,
Dr Lim Chong Eu, the
Seenivasagam brothers and many
others who packed in the crowds
at all their rallies.

Obviously, the Indonesian Confrontation was not a problem
when it came to the parliament
and state elections. Then why
was it a problem when it came
to the local government elections? It was simply because the
Alliance was losing choice urban councils. These were beyond their grasp. First, they lost
the Penang City Council in
1958; then the Malacca Municipal Council in 1961; followed by
the Seremban, Kluang and
Bentong Municipal Councils in
1963 which came under the control of the SF. The PPP had also
taken a firm grip on Ipoh in
1961.
The Alliance realised that the
Opposition was better able to win
control of local councils than state
or parliamentary constituencies
and therefore the Alliance was
certainly not keen to allow the
Opposition free play on these platforms.
Thus, the Indonesian Confrontation became a convenient excuse,
however unjustified. But when the
Confrontation ended in August
1966, 18 months after the suspension, the suspension was not
lifted – in spite of a solemn pledge
given by the Prime Minister in
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parliament.
It was the greed for power that
denied the people their democratic
right to elect their local leaders.
The suspension had nothing to
do with any great concern for the
nation or the interest of the people.
It was solely meant to preserve
selfish interest to control and
dominate the people.
Now, the federal government cannot - and should not - fall back on
a legislation that has no legal
standing to perpetuate an injustice that has been crying for a remedy for more than four decades.
We have therefore initiated this
action on behalf of the democratic process to return to the
people their right to choose their
local leaders. q

P Ramakrishnan, the immediate past president of Aliran,
is the second petitioner, in a
suit brought by the Penang
state government, against
the federal government.
These remarks were made at
a press conference in KL announcing legal action to bring
back local elections.

AT THE UNITED NATIONS

Suaram,
Aliran
highlight
rights abuses prior to GE13
delegation
from
Suaram under the accreditation of Aliran attended a Human Rights
Council session in Geneva and
highlighted the rights abuses in
the country, writes Nalini
Elumalai.

A

In the lead up to the 13th General
Election and Malaysia’s Universal Periodic Review, a delegation
from Suaram (Suara Inisiatif Sdn
Bhd) under the accreditation of
Aliran
(Persatuan
Aliran
Kesedaran Negara) attended the
22nd Regular Session of the
United Nations Human Rights
Council in Geneva, Switzerland
in March.
Suaram met with representatives
of a number of UN Special
Rapporteurs, as well as various
permanent missions to the UN in
Geneva and NGOs to highlight
and make recommendations on
Malaysia’s poor human rights
record.
The group submitted an oral
statement as part of the Interactive Dialogue on the Situation of
Human Rights Defenders urging
the Malaysian Government to allow the Special Rapporteur Ms
Margaret Sekaggya to carry out an
independent inquiry. The statement touched on the intensified
threats against Bersih steering
committee members, native rights
defenders in East Malaysia, Lynas
activists and the ongoing harass-

ment and intimidation against
Suaram.
The past year has seen intensified
attacks against Malaysian human
rights defenders, including
Suaram and Bersih, despite internationally recognised benchmarks, such as the Paris Principles
(1991). Suaram also met with a
representative of the UN Special
Rapporteur on Human Rights
Defenders to provide further information.
The group also submitted an oral
statement as part of the Interactive Dialogue on Freedom of Religion or Belief. The statement highlighted a number of cases where
freedom of religion was not respected, in relation to the ability
of individuals to decide which
faith they wished to practice. It also
highlighted how children in Malaysia are often exposed to religious instruction against their
will, citing the example of the Orang Asli children who were
slapped by a teacher at a school
in 2012 for not reciting the doa (Islamic prayer). It also covered the
controversial “Allah” issue and
the bureaucratic obstructions that
non-Muslims often face when
constructing a place of worship
in Malaysia.
A Suaram representative in
Geneva, Bala Chelliah said, “Participating at the HRC 22nd session highlights the gap between
what is discussed and agreed at
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the Council meetings and the actual implementation of human
rights best practices by member
states including Malaysia. The
ongoing persecution and harassment of Malaysia’s human rights
defenders is a blatantly obvious
example as is ignoring the rights
of minorities and indigenous
people.
“Malaysia has shown itself to be
not serious in terms of adopting
best international human rights
norms and standards. They are
also failing to engage meaningfully with civil society and NGOs
in the lead up to Malaysia’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR).
Suaram, Aliran and our partner
human rights NGOs will continue
to establish a persistent and
strong presence at the UN in order to push for better human
rights and civil liberties in Malaysia and meaningful reform, rather
than just government rhetoric.”
Suaram and Aliran urged the
Malaysian Government to allow
UN special rapporteurs including
the Rapporteurs for freedom of
religion, human rights defenders,
freedom of expression and freedom of assembly to visit Malaysia to conduct an independent inquiry with the full cooperation of
the Malaysian Government. q
Nalini Elumalai is executive
director of human rights
group Suaram.
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ELECTION FOCUS

Aliran forum: GE
burning
issues

13

The time has come when we can look forward to a new
Malaysia, where good governance is the order of the day,
and real political power lies in the hands of the rakyat
by Henry Loh
liran held a forum
“GE13: The burning issues’ on 8 March 2013,
it being the fifth anniversary of the 2008 general election.
It was also International Women
Day; hence, we felt that it was doubly significant. The Forum was
held in Kompleks Masyarakat
Penyayang, just next door to the
Governor’s Residence.

A

There were four prominent speakers that evening: P Ramakrishnan,
ExCo member and immediate past
president of Aliran; Dr Mustafa K
Anuar, Aliran honorary secretary;
Dr Prema Devaraj. Aliran ExCo
member; and Dato Dr Toh Kin
Woon, Bersih 2.0 steering committee member and Aliran member).
Aliran president Dr Francis Loh
was the moderator.
About a week before the Forum,
we heard news that Pakatan
Rakyat was going to organise a
rally at the Penang Esplanade to
celebrate the fifth anniversary of
Pakatan’s rule in Penang on the
same day! We were anxious
whether we could attract a large
enough crowd to our indoor gathering. Fortunately, about two hun-

dred people turned
up for the forum.
Prior to the forum
proper, we showed a
set of short video
clips to the early arrivals. The first clip
was one that encouraged Malaysians of
voting age to register
and exercise their
democratic right to
vote. The video was
bi-partisan in nature
and had personalities from both sides
of the political divide appearing in it.
Among others one
could spot, Tengku
Razaleigh (Umno)
and Nurul Izzah
(PKR) . Another clip
that was played was
a remixed and abridged version
of the now famous “Listen! Listen! Listen!” video. Then there
was the now famous video of PM
Najib at the BN-sponsored Chinese New Year Open House featuring Korean superstar Psy, who
was in Penang to perform his sensational ‘Oppan Gangnam Style’.
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In good time, the forum began. But
not before the moderator invited
everyone present to stand and observe a minute of silence as a mark
of respect to all who had lost their
lives in the skirmishes and fighting that had taken place in Lahad
Datu recently. He reminded every-
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one to also remember the families
of all those who had died. This
done, Francis Loh next introduced
the speakers.
First up was Ramakrishnan.
Rama who has always been forthright, clear and consistent against
corruption and abuse of power
maintained that the Barisan
Nasional did not have the moral
rectitude to rule the country. He
highlighted how under project IC
in Sabah, thousands of foreigners many of whom had entered
Malaysia illegally, were awarded
citizenship while many others
who had lived and laboured in
the country for many years were
constantly denied citizenship.
Fed- up with the excesses,
cronyism and corruption that had
been allowed to fester under
Barisan rule, Rama urged all
present to throw out the ruling BN
federal government at the forthcoming GE13 (refer to his article
in this issue).
Prema was the second speaker.
She highlighted that women voters in Malaysia constituted 50.2
% or 6.58 million of a 13.1 million
strong electorate. She posed a significant and important question:
how will women vote?
Prema argued that it was essential that efforts be made to reach
out to those women voters who
have remained undecided as to
whether they should support the
ruling coalition or the opposition.
Some analysts estimate that up to
30 per cent of total voters, including a large proportion of women
voters, remain undecided.
As well, Prema highlighted that
leakages, corruption and abuse of

state funds by the powers that be
have ended up depriving many of
much needed assistance and social services. These funds could
have been much better utilised for
education, health care and public
transport. She therefore urged all
women voters to use their vote
wisely as they have a chance to
make a difference (refer to Prema’s
article in this issue).
Next up was Mustafa K Anuar,
who presented on ‘Reporting
Malaysia, Gangnam Style’. Mus
argued that just like there are numerous ways to perform the
‘Gangnam-style’ dance, there are
many different approaches to journalism in Malaysia. He lamented
that the current state of the mainstream media leaves much to be
desired. Too often and for far too
long the mainstream media have
been horsing around with halftruths, rumours and distortions.
These media, he stressed, had
been “far too economical with the
truth”.
Consequently, the Malaysian public especially the internet savvy
are beginning to rely more on the
alternative social media for news
and information. Mus pointed out
that although social media has an
important role to play, it is not
doing enough to highlight issues
such as workers’ rights and rural
concerns. Hence much needs to be
done and Malaysians should
push for meaningful reforms in the
media world. There needs to be
genuine freedom of expression,
freedom of the press and freedom
of information (refer to his article
in this issue).
Finally, Kin Woon addressed the
floor. His presentation was in the
format of a series of questions
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which he posed, and then answered. They included: Why is
the next GE important? Why is
regime change necessary? And
what we can do to bring about regime change?
In essence, Kin Woon argued that
the next GE provides the best
chance ever for this country to
usher in a two-party system that
would effectively break the hegemony and monopoly of state
power, which has for far too long
(55 years) been held by Umno/
Barisan Nasional. Apart from
merely exercising our right to vote,
he encouraged all concerned Malaysians to be active in civil society movements such as Bersih 2.0
and others to strengthen
Malaysia’s democracy (see his
article in this issue).
Each of the four speakers highlighted their care and concern
for the future of our beloved Malaysia. The political atmosphere
is vibrant and the country’s electorate post-2008 have displayed
a sense of political maturity that
has given rise to guarded optimism that perhaps the time has
come when we can look forward
to a new Malaysia, where good
governance is the order of the
day, and real political power
lies in the hands of the rakyat.
All in all, it was an evening well
spent. We thank all present for
coming. Thank you also for your
financial contribution, which
covered the costs of holding the
forum. q

Henry Loh is the honorary assistant secretary of
Aliran.
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Umno must pay the price in
the next elections
Only then will it be able to shed its arrogance and look
beyond the narrow politics of race and ethnicity
by P Ramakrishnan
pervert our democracy, it is appalling and truly disgusting.

Reeking
with
corruption
What was done was clearly an
outright abuse of power. As you
know, an abuse of power constitutes corruption. Corruption is
criminal but this vile act of corruption is part and parcel of the
BN government.
The BN is reeking with corruption
but continues to be in power simply because the apparatus of government are under the thumb of
the executive.
have never felt as optimistic as I do today.
Tonight’s forum has a
great significance for me
and for all those rooting for
change. Five years ago, on this
day, Malaysians shed their fear
and stood up for their rights. As a
result, we had the tsunami of 8
March 2008!

I

That tsunami would have brought
about a change at the federal level
as well if the GE12 had been free
and fair. We were robbed of a welldeserved victory because the

Barisan Nasional, the National
Registration Department and the
Election Commission colluded
and plotted together to frustrate
the aspirations of the people.
The Royal Commission of Inquiry
set up to study the problem of illegal immigrants in Sabah has revealed startling conspiracies to
steal the election. Thousands
upon thousands of MyKads were
given to those who were not citizens with strict orders to vote for
the BN. When a Prime Minister
was part of this diabolical plot to
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This abuse of power was responsible for the toppling of a legitimately elected government in
Perak. This abuse of power was
responsible for the immigration
records of Altantuya to disappear.
This same abuse of power caused
the death of Altantuya.
Likewise the abuse of power
caused numerous deaths under
police custody. It is the same abuse
of power that caused the killings
of so many people under suspicious circumstances.

There are numerous instances of
abuse of power but no one has
paid for it in the manner they deserve to be punished. As long as
this government is in power, the
perpetrators of these crimes are
unlikely to be brought to book.
The rot in the government stinks
to high heaven.

PM implicated in the
death of Altantuya
What hope is there when the
Prime Minister himself is implicated in the death of Altantuya,
accused of accepting millions of
ringgit for facilitating the transfer
of land without going through the
proper process of the law and
does nothing to defend his honour
or clear his name? Deepak the carpet man has openly stated the
PM’s involvement; PI Bala has a
sworn affidavit that has exposed
the darker side of the PM. Why
isn’t he taking these individuals
to court as a matter of honour?
When the PM fails to act he brings
shame to the nation. He embarrasses us. We don’t deserve to be
humiliated. But that’s what happens when our national leader
and Prime Minister refuses to go
to court to establish his innocence.

“Hanky-panky in PM’s Dept?”
reported that RM2 million was
stashed at an apartment occupied
by a political secretary to a minister in the PM’s department. The
apartment is located at Teluk Air
Tawar, Butterworth. This was the
transit home for the minister’s
staff. The money was stacked in
bundles of 5, 10, 50 and 100 ringgit
notes.
Where did this huge sum of
money come from? How was it
acquired and for what purpose?
Is this apartment the holding
place for ill-gotten money?
Let’s look at another issue. Nobody seems to have an answer as
to how a hospital that is being
built in Shah Alam under alarming circumstances. The cost of this
300-bed hospital has escalated
from the original allocation of
RM300 million to the current cost
of RM500 million.

laysia president Paul Low has
questioned whether the contract
was awarded through a fair and
open tender process.
“Were there submissions by other
contractors? Did the PWD evaluate the submitted tenders in an
objective and professional manner? Was the awarding of the
project made in keeping with best
practices and in the interests of the
public?” Low asked.
You can go on asking questions
but you are not going to get any
answer!

Cost
balloons
to RM5 billion!

As a result of this scandalous escalation in cost, each bed is calculated to cost 1,679,000 ringgit!

Now, let’s move on to another
scandal. The cost of the new
KLIA2 “low-cost” airport has ballooned to a shocking RM5 billion,
as revealed by Tony Pua. The initial budget for the airport when it
was first announced by Dato’ Seri
Ong Tee Keat, the then Transport
Minister in July 2007 was only
RM1.7 billion.

The cost is so ridiculous that
Transparency International-Ma-

But subsequently the budget was
increased to RM2.0 billion in

Is it any wonder that corruption
is so pervasive in our country?
When the top man is implicated
in corruption what example of
moral conduct is there to inspire
and motivate others to lead a
clean life?

Hanky-panky
in PM’s Dept?
On 15 February 2010, the Malaysian Mirror under the heading
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March 2009 and then to RM2.5
billion in October 2010. At the end
of last year, Malaysia Airports
Holdings Berhad (MAHB)
shocked Malaysians by disclosing that the cost of the new airport had ballooned to RM3.9 billion due to cost overruns in November 2011. Hence the new estimated cost of KLIA2 of RM5 billion is now nearly 300 per cent
above the original budget of
RM1.7 billion.
There are many more examples of
corruption. The BN government,
it seems, is plundering the country and squandering the wealth
of the nation. This is why the BN
must go!

Umno - cause of our
miseries
But realistically speaking, we
must not fault the BN. The component parties in the BN are voiceless without any clout. It is Umno
that is the cause of all our miseries. It is Umno’s policies that eventually become BN policies.
All that the component parties can
do is to go along with the Umno
policies. Even when the policies
are not acceptable to them, they
have no guts to oppose or reject
these policies. After all, in the end,
they must look after their interests
first even if it meant sacrificing the
interests of the community that
they are supposed to be representing.
Let’s take the simple issue involving the members of their
community who are stateless in
spite of being born in this country. They are stateless through
the ignorance of their parents
who failed to register their chil-

dren at birth. Couldn’t this be
sorted out through common
sense and by exercising some
compassion to release them from
their misery? Couldn’t these
leaders exert some pressure on
Umno to solve this matter especially when illegal immigrants
can become instant citizens?
What’s the problem?
The other day, some 50 stateless
Indians protested outside the National Registration Department
along Anson Road in Penang.
One of them was an Indian lady,
94 years old. She is older than
Mahathir. Both of them were born
before Merdeka. After Merdeka,
Mahathir became a citizen and a
Bumiputra but this poor lady continues to be stateless even up to
today. This is gross injustice!

Umno
national

grabs
assets

Umno has become so greedy that
it grabs national assets without
any qualms. It simply helps itself
to what doesn’t belong to it because no one is there to challenge
and question Umno.
It has been exposed how land
was transferred to crony companies and party supporters at ridiculously low price. Deepak
has revealed how Selangor
Umno Wanita chief Raja
Ropiaah Abdullah benefited
immensely from such a deal involving 223 acres of land and
how he was played out after
forking out millions of ringgit
for a deal that was meant to benefit him. The land was apparently transferred by Najib who
was then the defence minister
without the proper process of
the law.
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Likewise, other pieces of land
have been unlawfully transferred
to those who are close to the leadership. In all these dealings, the
ordinary, deserving poor Malays
get nothing. In the name of the
Malay community, the select few
grow rich and benefit the most at
the expense of the poor Malays.
Recently there was a report in Free
Malaysia Today with the headline:
“World champion of corruption.”
In part, the report stated, “Transparency International, ANI Washington, Hindustan Times and WSJ
Live, to name a few, have all bestowed Malaysia the dubious
honour of Champion of Corruption.”
The report concluded with these
words, “Congratulations Najib.
The whole world now knows you
are leading the most corrupt nation on earth.”
Friends, we have ‘been humiliated and shamed by the international community wholesale’.
Umno must pay the price for this
in the next elections. It must be
defeated wherever possible and
reduced to the role of opposition
for its own good. Only then it will
be able to shed its arrogance and
look beyond the narrow politics
of race and ethnicity. Only then
will there be reformation within
the party to purge itself of all the
negative elements and transform
itself to a respectable party. q

P Ramakrishnan is the
immediate past president
of Aliran.

ELECTION FOCUS

Women
voters:
A chance to create

change?

The chance for a change at the federal government emerges
once again at the forthcoming GE13. Voters have a crucial
role to play in deciding this, including women voters
by Prema Devaraj
hen Obama won the US
presidential election last
year, some political analysts spoke of him winning the women’s vote. He apparently won 55 per cent of the
women’s vote. Well, what will the
women’s vote mean to either the
Barisan Nasional (BN) or the
Pakatan Rakyat (PR) coalition at
the 13th General Election in Malaysia?

W

Women make up half the population and also approximately half
the registered voters i.e., 50.2 per
cent of the voters or 6.58 million
of a 13.1 million strong electorate2.
For a change in federal government, technically, the coalition
(BN or PR) which wins a simple
majority of the 222 parliamentary
seats will form the next government. Could women voters play a
role in determining which coalition wins more seats? In Sarawak,
for example, women form the majority of voters in 19 out of 31 parliamentary seats (www.the
borneopost.com/2013/02/02/morewomen-voters-in-19-parliamentaryseats-in-coming-13th-general-elec-

tion). Would having more women
voters in parliamentary constituencies make a difference?

How
women

will
vote?

Women voters (just like male voters) are not a homogenous group.
They have multiple layers of identities and represent a diversity of
voters from a wide range of backgrounds, including differences in
age, career, ethnicity, religious beliefs, political ideology, and socioeconomic standing, urban or rural location and so on.
So while the women’s vote is
recognised as a strong block of
votes, how women will vote is not
that clear. It could depend on a
variety of things including their
political affiliations or how government policy has impacted on
them or the type of information to
which they have access.
Some political analysts say that
fence-sitters (those undecided
about their votes)—especially
women working at home and the
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young — will be crucial in determining the results of the coming
elections. These fence-sitters (especially those in rural or semi rural areas) might apparently determine who will win or lose partly
because a large number of seats
(in GE12) were won with a small
margin of votes. Elsewhere, a
study from University of Malaya
Centre for Democracy and Elections (Umcedel) is quoted as placing the figure of fence sitters at 30
per cent of voters (www.the

accused of a crime in the
children’s court? There could
have been well financed and instituted
rehabilitation
programmes for youth and adult
offenders. The public could have
had well resourced and trained
service agency personnel (e.g.,
welfare, hospital, police) to deal
with their needs effectively.
Youths, especially those who are
marginalised, could have had focused programmes and initiatives
to support them. Think about well
organised and subsidised quality
child and elderly care in the community. Think of all these and
other possible initiatives,
programmes and implemented
policies which could have really
served and supported people in
every state in this country had the
money been used wisely.
borneopost.com
/2012/05/13/
fadillah-work-hard-to-win-overfence-sitters).
Perhaps women voters (and to be
fair, male voters too) who are still
undecided about where or how
they will cast their votes will consider a number of issues, including the following:

Corruption
The extent of ongoing corruption
is alarming. The Auditor
General’s annual reports continue to show excesses and leakages due to mismanagement. It
was estimated that between 2005
and
2009,
the
federal
government’s cumulative overspending of operational expenses
was about RM19.4bn. Sources
elsewhere point to much bigger
losses (www.malaysiakini.com/

news/223827 ‘Bankrupt the nation?
BN has done worse, says strategist’).
Billions of ringgit have been lost
due to corruption, shoddy procurement practices, incomplete
projects, cost escalations and etc.
Perhaps one way to better understand the impact of such losses is
to think about badly needed social services for people (men,
women and children) e.g., housing, education, health care and
transportation which could have
been provided for had it not been
for the wastage. There could have
been subsidised transport to
school for children in rural areas
on Peninsula Malaysia and in
Sabah and Sarawak. What about
specialised support services for
victims of sexual crimes or dedicated services and programmes
for children with disabilities or
legal representation for every child
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Voters will have to consider
whether handouts ranging up to
RM500 a few times a year to a few
million people or attempts under
the Government Transformation
Program and Economic Transformation Program to address the
needs of the people make up for
the billions of ringgit siphoned off
by corrupt practices yearly. Also
to be taken into account is the type
of governance that does not bring
(or rarely brings) people to account for the corruption.

Lack of protection of
women
and
children
Women voters may also want to
consider the level of violence
against women and children. That
it affects thousands of women and
children yearly is bad enough but
the impunity with which it takes
place leaves countless women

feeling unsafe not only on the
streets but also in their own
homes.
The system (from the Ministries
involved to the agencies on the
ground) meant to enforce the laws
and offer protection to the victim
is simply not working. Agencies
tasked to investigate the crime,
prosecute the offender or support
the victims are simply unable to
do an efficient or effective job.
Even the basic issuing of interim
protection orders (IPO) for victims
of domestic violence is often problematic. Despite laws, policies
and action plans for the protection of women and children,
implementation on the ground
continues to be weak. What or
where is the duty of the government in this?
The Prime Minister (and also the
Minister of Women, Family and
Community Development) apparently tweeted that Malaysia is a
defender of women’s rights. However reluctance to pass legal reform to end discrimination
against women, conservatism
over a woman’s sexual and reproductive rights, the continuous entrenching of the gender stereotypical roles of women and men, the
difficulty women face in divorce
and maintenance issues, the lack
of affordable and accessible quality child care especially to those
from lower-income groups or
working outside the public sector,
the non-recognition of domestic
work as real work and the lack of
protection and the difficulty in the
right to redress for thousands of
female migrant domestic workers,
the refusal to make national statistics on violence against women

and children publicly available,
and the lukewarm efforts to attain
30 per cent female representation
in decision-making positions are
some indicators of how seriously
(or not) women’s rights are being
taken, promoted or defended.
Women voters will have to reflect
on platitudes and promises made
about protecting women’s rights
(especially around election time)
and balance it with the reality on
the ground.

Growing
state
violence
State violence might be another
consideration for some women
voters. According to the Ministry
of Home Affairs, 209 people died
in police custody between 2000
and September 2012 and 298
people were shot dead by the police between 2007 and August
2012. While it is mainly men who
are killed it is very often the
women who are left behind to
mourn, to bury them and to pick
up the pieces for the family. Of
great concern is the lack of thorough investigation into such
deaths which indicates a disregard of the violation of human
rights.
The country is also witnessing
state violence at peaceful assemblies and a growing level of violence at political ceramahs by
groups apparently aligned with
the ruling party. When such violence is not condemned, what is
the message sent out? Women voters will have to consider whether
this is the Malaysian model of
moderation promoted at the international arena and whether this
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is the culture and behaviour they
want Malaysian youth (including
their children) to see, learn and
later exhibit.
These are only some examples of
issues to consider. There are of
course many others including
poverty, the environment, education, health care, and workers
rights. All these issues intersect
and impact on both women and
men. And all parliamentary candidates and the parties they represent need to pay heed to these
issues.
As the elections draw close, many
politicians will experience a sudden clarity of vision and no doubt
all sorts of promises will be made
and handouts given. Women voters might find it helpful to assess
a candidate’s (or their political
party’s) track record on a range of
issues or how the candidate has
promoted the principles of good
governance before deciding on
how to cast their vote.
The chance for a change at the
federal government emerges
once again at the forthcoming
GE13. Voters have a crucial role
to play in deciding this, including women voters. Each woman
voter has a choice to make. Her
vote will voice her choice. Well,
what will women’s voices say?
Will it help create the change
this country needs - a change in
the culture of governance? We
shall soon see. q

Dr Prema
executive
member of

Devaraj is an
committee
Aliran.

A record of Aliran's stand on current affairs.

Umno is rotten to its
core – it seems!
The cat is out of the bag – at last!
Tun Mahathir and all his cohorts
from his era cannot plead ignorance or amnesia. It is out in the
open how they cheated and stole
elections to remain in power.
Shamelessly they plotted and subverted the democratic process in
their greed to remain in power.
What they did is tantamount to
treason.
They stole our elections and
cheated our voters. They made a
mockery of our elections and the
democratic process consciously
and deliberately.
To think that this diabolical
scheme was hatched by people
from the Prime Minister’s Department, the Home Ministry, the National Registration Department,
the Election Commission, etc. It
clearly establishes the fact that
there was massive official fraud
to ensure the two thirds majority,
win the election and fool the pub-

lic that the Barisan Nasional
came into power through legitimate means.
To think that two of the then
PM’s closest confidantes –
Abdul Aziz Shamsuddin,
Mahathir’s political secretary,
and Megat Junid Megat Ayub,
the deputy home minister under
Mahathir – were actively involved in cheating and stealing
elections exposes the very possibility that one can remain as
prime minister in Malaysia not
only for 22 years but forever!
The Royal Commission of Inquiry
in session in Sabah has exposed
some startling revelations that are
sending shock waves across the
nation. What has been revealed
during the session really stinks –
perhaps that is the reason this
scam was so aptly code-named
Ops Durian Buruk!
• 40,000 blue identity cards were
signed within a month for
Muslim immigrants, mostly Indonesians and Filipinos, for
the purpose of voting for Umno
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in the 1994 Sabah state election;
• Mohd Nasir Sugip, a former
National Registration Department official, was handed over
a list of 16,000 names to be
made into ‘bumiputera Islam’
voters. The ‘operation involved providing the immigrants with new identity card
numbers based on the date of
birth, photographs and names
provided by the EC’;
• Kee Dzulkifly, a member of the
special unit dubbed G17
which operated out of the
Sabah NRD headquarters, testified that the unit processed
100,000 blue identity cards for
immigrants;
• This special unit “was also responsible for issuing letters of
approval for birth certificates,
which he estimated the unit
had processed some 200,000
for the children of immigrants”.
The election scam, according to
many, irrefutably proves there
there is an ongoing plot – which
the federal government, the NRD
and the EC are actively engaged
in – that exists right up to today,
making the electoral process a
meaningless farce.
Based on what is revealed –
which proves that the various
apparatus and functionaries of
government have become the pliant subservient agents of the BN
– it is no wonder that ruling coalition politicians can confidently
declare that they can capture
Selangor and take over Penang in
the 13th GE. Having perfected the
art of massive fraud in the past,
the possibility that the BN will use
similar schemes again is not unthinkable.

The BN’s victories have never
been honourable ones won on a
level playing field.

been dictating terms and deciding
policies. It must be held responsible for the electoral fraud.

It is, as revealed at the RCI, within
their means to easily create new
voters, as has been alleged, give
them MyKads or temporary receipts, round them up in a house
to teach them how to vote for the
BN, bribe them and then transport them into constituencies
which are marginal to carry out
the dastardly deed. This is apparently their perfected modus operandi to win elections.

We must liberate ourselves from
this sordid affair that has nullified our sacred vote. It is said, “The
first step toward liberation for any
group is to use the power in
hand…And the power in hand is
the vote.” Let’s remember that!

This was how they defeated the
PBS government in Sabah; this
was how they denied the
Gagasan Rakyat their victory; this
was how they prevented Pakatan
Rakyat from forming the federal
government in March 2008.

Why
Bible-burning
poser
is
bridge-burning
in
multi-religious
Malaysia

Under these circumstances, it
would be terribly wrong – even
immoral – for the present Election
Commission to conduct the 13th
General Election. The present
members of the EC have forfeited
their right to conduct the election
by implication. Their integrity is
suspect; their neutrality cannot be
trusted and their fairness is not
beyond question.
What the so-called ‘trusted and
respected leaders’ of our country
have done is unforgiveable. They
have sacrificed the security of our
country and the sacredness of our
nation for their selfish greed to
hang on to power by whatever
means it takes.
It is Umno, as it were, that has been
behind this conspiracy to corrupt
the electoral process which is unprecedented and mind-boggling.
It has always been Umno that has

P Ramakrishnan
Exco member
18 January 2013

In a joint statement, Aliran, Sisters in Islam, Islamic Renaissance Front and Projek Dialog
have condemned Perkasa’s call to
burn Malay-language Bibles as an
abominable provocation.
We are appalled by the vile exhortation of right-wing Perkasa president Ibrahim Ali to fellow Muslims to burn Malay-language
Bibles containing the word “Allah” in the continuing saga of the
contentious use of the term in
Malaysia.
This dangerous and reckless
provocation will only court the
zealotry of the bigots and consequently tear apart the existing
fragile harmony among Malaysians of various ethnic and religious backgrounds. Religious
conflicts do not get resolved
amicably and effectively by
rabble rousing and dangerous
antics such as the proposed
torching of the holy books of believers.
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The alleged distribution of Malay
Bibles to Muslim children in a secondary school in Penang – yet to
be verified – may have understandably caused deep concern
among the Muslim community
and requires immediate investigation, but it certainly doesn’t justify the burning of the Holy Bible.
The provocation is mischievously
intended to ignite hatred and extremism.
An understanding and appreciation of non-Muslim communities,
which is so necessary for unity
and harmony, cannot be promoted effectively by committing a
sacrilegious act of burning holy
books that are revered by their respective believers. In fact, this proposed act by Perkasa goes against
the very teachings of most revealed religions including Islam.
The burning of holy books is an
abominable act that cannot be justified. This was why the proposed
burning of the Qur’an by an irresponsible pastor in Florida, USA
some two years ago, for instance,
received the well-deserved condemnation not only from Muslims but also from the majority of
the right-thinking Christians and
followers of other faiths.
This abominable call to burn the
Bible becomes all the more despicable and sinister when it is intended to shore up the crumbling
political fortunes of Umno-BN by
manipulating the emotions of the
Malay-Muslims, and also to divert the public’s attention away
from the recent revelation of citizenship-for-votes in Sabah. Indeed, it is dangerous and mischievous to incite ethno-religious sentiments at the altar of political expediency. Additionally, it is

feared that this proposed burning
may provide an ugly precedent to
the burning of other holy books in
future particularly those of the
Sikh community, which uses the
word “Allah” in its religious texts.
In the interest of the future of Malaysia, and its ethno-religious diversity and harmony, peace-loving Malaysians, irrespective of
creed and colour, must condemn
this Perkasa provocation unreservedly. We must send a clear signal that the majority of Malaysians are accommodating and tolerant people who will not be taken
in by this despicable act of recklessness.
Jointly released by:
Aliran, Sisters in Islam, Islamic
Renaissance Front and Projek
Dialog (an IRF initiative)
22 January 2013
Endorsed by:
•Centre for Independent Journalism
(CIJ) •Saya Anak Bangsa Malaysia
(SABM) •All Women’s Action Society (Awam)

said to be improving, this revelation of a attempt on the superstar’s
life would surely smudge the image of the country as a peaceful
place especially when the event
has made headlines the world
over. Furthermore, this tarnished
image goes against the grain of the
courtesy that Malaysians often
extend to visitors and guests.
It doesn’t augur well for fun-loving Malaysians to be subjected to
such a danger especially when
they were there to enjoy the new
year and the sensational performance, Gangnam-style no less.
Thank God Psy was nonetheless
able to give his best on stage despite the security threat.
Equally appalling is that the
Prime Minister and his entourage,
who were together on stage for the
celebrated yee sang, would have
been easily vulnerable to such a
security risk. The premier, the
group around him and the ordinary rakyat in the audience
should have been swiftly alerted
to so that they could have been
shielded imminent danger.

We call upon the authorities to
conduct a thorough investigation into this foiled attempt on
the life of Psy as it has repercussions on the image of the country, the entertainment industry
as well as tourism. It could also
have a possible effect on the political fortunes of the BN and on
Malaysia-South Korea diplomatic relations.
Last but not least, we condemn
unreservedly the killjoys!
Dr Mustafa K Anuar
Aliran Hon. Secretary
15 February 2013

Xenophobic
deportation
Aliran is appalled by the Malaysian government’s inexplicable
action in deporting Australian
Senator Nick Xenophon after detaining him for 15 hours at the
LCCT airport on the flimsy and
absurd allegation that he is “an
enemy of the (Malaysian) state”.

Aliran is deeply disturbed by the
reported threat on the young life
of the well-known Korean pop
sensation Psy, who recently gyrated to the satisfaction of his fans
at a performance in Penang
organised by Barisan Nasional in
conjunction with the Lunar New
Year.

Was the deportation related to the
senator’s honest criticism of the
government’s unwarranted ‘authoritarian’ treatment of Bersih?
If that is the case, it is indeed deplorable especially coming from
the Najib administration, which
once proudly claimed that Malaysia was the best democracy in the
world. Surely, any criticism in a
thriving democracy, as opposed to
a dictatorship, doesn’t warrant
the unjustified deportation of critics.

It is not only the life of Psy that
was at stake, but also the image of
Malaysia – whose people are generally peace-loving. At a time
when the national crime index is

The so-called justification provided by the Home Minister over
this incident makes a mockery
of the whole ridiculous situation. He merely said the deten-

A threat to the
‘life of Psy’
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tion had “no political element”
and that it was done “according to the law”. Surely the highhanded unceremonious treatment of a foreign dignitary demands an intelligent and more
convincing response from the
minister. Instead, the response
leaves
many
wondering
whether the deportation was indeed anything but political.
As if this wasn’t enough, Election Commission deputy chairman Wan Ahmad Wan Omar
jumped on to the bandwagon,
saying that the senator’s criticism of the electoral process was
unjust and “an insult to the intelligence of Malaysians”. He
should be aware by now that
remarks such as his and the
questionable action of the federal government are truly an insult not only to the intelligence
of Malaysians, but also of right
thinking people elsewhere in the
civilised world.
Wan Ahmad cannot be speaking
for the intelligent Malaysians because they are capable of drawing their own conclusions. On the
other hand, if he was speaking for
the unintelligent and unthinking
Malaysians he has every right to
do so!
Coming as it did on the heels of
the disastrous debacle surrounding Psy’s performance in Penang,
the deportation certain puts the
spotlight on the Malaysian government in the eyes of the global
media and the international community – for all the wrong reasons. It is simply shameful, undemocratic and xenophobic.

Has

PM Najib hired
an
advocate,
perhaps a foreign
law firm, to intimidate
online
publishers?
On 27 February 2013, Aliran received the following email asking
us to remove two articles from our
website.
Apparently, it was first sent to
Malaysia Today erroneously
(though the links referred to are
Aliran articles).
Aliran quickly checked out the
articles to recall what was written in them.
The first is a statement by YB
Sivarasa Rasiah, the MP for
Subang, who had called upon the
PM to respond to recent serious
allegations made by Deepak
Jaikishan.
The second article is by Aliran
member and author of several
books Ms Tan Pek Leng, who had
compared the behaviour of the PM
to his father in their responses to
ISA detainees who had gone on a
hunger strike. Whereas the father
had met with detainees, the son
and current PM had remained silent and not made any attempt to
meet the detainees.
After reviewing the above articles,
the Aliran Exco decided that we
would not be removing either.
Rather we regard the comments
contained in them as ‘fair comment’ and firmly stand by both
articles and their authors.
Strange and suspicious

Aliran Executive Committee
17 February 2013

Aliran’s concern was then di-
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rected at “Advocate Riswan
Habib”, who from the email received claims to be a “Senior Legal Advisor” to the PM.
We googled ‘Riswan Habib’ but
there’s no such person.
There is also no section or phone
extension number for him in the
“Office of the Prime Minister Main
Block” that he mentions in his
email.
Instead, his email address
@brooklinshaw.com provides a
clue. This is what the Brooklin
Shaw website tells us about the
firm:
At any rate, do Malaysians lawyers refer to themselves as “Advocate so-and-so” when they communicate with the public?
It also seems strange that this
‘Advocate Riswan Habib’
should email us instead of
sending us a registered letter
like most local lawyers would
do.
It appears to us that this person is
not a local and might be based
abroad. Or he could be a lone proBN cyber-trooper who has taken
it upon himself to harass online
publishers.
In any case, we want the PM to
clarify whether ‘Advocate
Riswan Habib’ represents him
or the PM’s office. If indeed
Riswan does, we demand that
the PM’s Office stop the intimidation and harassment of alternative websites like Aliran.
Dr Francis Loh
President
1 March 2013

Sulu intrusion into
Sabah:
Malaysians’
right to know
The sudden, surprising and
shocking Sulu intrusion into
Sabah over the past few weeks has
been extremely disturbing to the
people of of the state and the rest
of Malaysia.
It is obviously a cause for grave
concern to Malaysians as it constitutes a serious breach of our
national borders.
It is even more worrying as this
conflict has brought about the
unfortunate deaths of a number
of members of the security forces
in their honourable endeavour to
defend the nation and protect its
people.
The security and welfare of our
Sabahan brothers and sisters deserve the attention and concern of
all Malaysians, and therefore we
Malaysians have the right to know
everything about this issue. To do
this, we may seek as many sources
of information as possible.
In this regard, Special Affairs Department (Jasa) director general
Fuad Hassan’s caution to the
people to rely on ‘official sources’
pertaining to the conflict is misplaced and misleading. This is
especially so when information on
this issue has been scarce, coming out only in dribs and drabs
from the federal government,
which is known to be less than
transparent about the way it
handles certain issues and conflicts.
Incidentally, Fuad has also
taken exception to criticisms put
out on news portals and blogs

of the way the authorties have
handled the issue so far, deeming it unpatriotic. We would like
to emphasise to him that such
criticism is more than a democratic right; it is, on the contrary,
a form of patriotism.
While we understand the sensitive nature of our defence systems
and security strategies, we have
the right to know why things happened the way they did in Sabah
recently. It is scary when intruders can quite easily cross our borders and walk into our land without being spotted and hold off
those whom we depend on for our
safety and security for three
weeks.
We need full answers to assuage
our fears and provide the necessary assurance that we are indeed
safe.
Aliran Executive Committee
4 March 2013

PI Bala’s death
is a tragedy
Private
investigator
P
Balasubramaniam’s death is a
national tragedy for truth and justice.
By his death, truth and justice are
left hanging in a limbo – for he
possessed explosive information
and stunning evidence to establish who were responsible for
Altantuya Shaariibuu’s death.
Bravely and valiantly, he had provided a sworn Statutory Declaration dated 1 July 2008 detailing
very meticulously in chronological order all that had taken place
resulting in the murder of
Altantuya.
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All those implicated and directly
accused of involvement in this foul
deed that shattered the Mongolian beauty into smithereens have
failed to refute his allegations;
they dared not even sue him.
Thinking Malaysians are left
wondering if there was no shred
of dignity in those implicated to
defend themselves in a court of
law. They have done nothing to
establish their innocence or dispel justified suspicions cast upon
their character.
Bala showed gritty determination
and tremendous courage in
standing up to the state and pointing accusing fingers at the Prime
Minister and his wife.
Bala had categorically stated:
1 . who was responsible for the
murder of Altantuya;
2. why she was murdered;
3 . that she had a sexual liaison
with a very important political
personality;
4. that on the day Abdul Razak
Baginda was arrested, he received a sms which read: “I am
seeing IGP at 11.00a.m. today
…… matter will be solved …
be cool” and named the sender
of the message;
5 . that the two convicted accused
facing the death penalty are
innocent;
6. that during the trial of the three
accused the prosecutor did not
raise questions about those
implicated in Bala’s statement
(to the police) when he was
called as a witness;
7. that the trial itself was not a
satisfactory due process of justice.
Will all these issues remain buried with Bala’s death? Will there

be no answers to these issues? You
can bet there will be no further
investigation into the death of
Altantuya under the Barisan
Nasional.
On the other hand if the Pakatan
takes over Putrajaya, hopefully
there will be a Commission of Inquiry. And Altantuya’s spirit can
be laid to rest.
In the meantime, there will be joy
and jubilation in certain quarters.
They will be able to heave a sigh
of relief and breathe easily now
that the threat is finally gone!
Aliran would like to extend our
heart-felt condolences to Bala’s
family.
P Ramakrishnan
Aliran ExCo member
16 March 2013

Has taxpayers’ money
been used to foot PM’s
political
ads?
Aliran is deeply concerned that
the Prime Minister’s Department
had reportedly spent some
RM36.1m in February for political advertisements in the run-up
to the 13th general election.
It is outrageous if taxpayers’
money has been used to conduct
electoral campaigning for the benefit of the incumbent BN coalition.
Let us be clear: party electioneering must be funded by the respective parties concerned, and not by
using taxpayers’ money.
We call upon the Najib administration to cease abusing public
funds for promoting the BN in the
election campaign. In this regard,
the MACC as well as the Election
Commission should immediately

initiate a thorough investigation
into this serious breach of parliamentary democracy.
The reported RM36.1 million
could be put to good use in upgrading existing general hospitals
and building more low-cost
houses for the needy, for example.
This would have served the public in a constructive manner.
Malaysians have seen too much
of their taxes being spent for the
wrong reasons in the recent past.
Aliran Executive Committee
25 March 2013

Home Minister and
political
disruptions
Aliran is both disappointed and
concerned by the apparent helplessness – or is it indifference? –
displayed by the Home Minister
in the face of increasing number
of cases of political violence in the
run-up to the 13th general election.

What we and the general public
expect is a firm commitment by the
Minister concerned to combat future disruptions at ceramah and
other political gatherings.
One way to show this commitment is for Hishammuddin
Hussein to instruct the police force
to haul up those who have been
found causing trouble and violence at political gatherings and
deal with them severely and
sternly. That would definitely
serve as a deterrent for future disruptions.
We would argue that the disruptions, of which many were violent,
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have increased over the years particularly because the powers that
be seemed to have refused to punish many of those who had incited
and caused political violence.
This perhaps has encouraged
unruly and thuggish behaviour.
To employ the services of Rela and
the Malaysian Civil Defence Department (JPAM) personnel
would involve possible complications as this involves people who
aren’t trained professionally
enough to handle crowd control.
We are convinced that a police
force that is professional and not
subjected to political intervention
would be able to deter future disruptions at the hustings.
Malaysians should not be deterred
from exercising their democratic
right to attend political ceramah
so that they can listen to the discourses put forward by contesting
parties before they make an informed choice.
Aliran Executive Committee
25 March 2013

SUSTAINABKE TRANSPORT

Penang Forum opposes road-based
tunnel, serious reservations about
highway-building spree
he Penang Forum Steering Committee opposes
the proposed roadbased undersea tunnel
and the state government’s emphasis on highway construction
over improvements in public
transport.

T

(The tunnel would be the fourth
cross-channel link, after the ferries
and the first and second Penang
bridges.)
There are just too many unanswered questions (see the list below) that throw the viability of this
mega project into doubt.
While it is true that public transport comes under the jurisdiction
of the federal government, we feel
that ‘do-the-wrong-thing’ approach (promoting dependency
on private motor vehicles over the
long term) is worse than the ‘donothing’ approach.
A more sensible and visionary
approach would be to come up
with a comprehensive plan for
sustainable transport while educating the public and pressuring
the federal government to realise
that change.
It is true that the federal government now has overbearing juris-

diction over public transport but
that may not be the case if there is
a change of government in the
coming general election or the one
after that. Jurisdiction over public
transport would then be
decentralised.
In the meantime, the state government should lay the ground work
for integrated sustainable public
sustainable transport in the state.
The state government can do the
following now:
• Kick off a campaign to promote
the widespread use of public
transport among ordinary
commuters. State government
leaders could show leadership
by example by taking the bus
or cycling to work wherever
possible.
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• Prevent illegal parking (by
clamping) to decongest key
routes so that bus lanes can be
created along certain stretches.
A trial run could be carried out
at Burma Road, for instance.
These bus lanes may also be
used by taxis, emergency vehicles and multi-occupancy
vehicles.
• Buy RapidPenang season tickets in bulk and distribute them
to target groups such as school
children, working adults and
senior citizens. Alternatively,
the state government could
provide full or partial reimbursements to those who show
proof of purchase of these season tickets.
The public can be enlisted to do

the following:
• Pressure the federal government through petitions and letter-writing campaigns to increase the number of buses in
the state and decentralise public transport decision-making.
• Turn the quest for improved
public transport in the state
into a major general election
campaign issue.
• Take public transport to work
at least once a week for a start.
We enclose our reasons for opposing the tunnel project and our reservations about the highway
building spree.
Penang Forum Steering Committee
19 March 2013

Questions
About the vision
• Shouldn’t important public
policies be based on evidence
and analysis?
• Will building more roads solve
traffic problems?
• Is the public being given an
alternative based on sustainable transport?
• Are we moving to the 21st century or moving back to 20th
century with the state
government’s emphasis on
building infrastructure for private motor vehicles?
• Does creating dependency on
private transport help the
poor?

About the process of
making public policy
• The formal agreement for the
(Transport Masterplan) TMP
was signed in mid 2011. In the
same week, the CM announced
the signing of MOU for four

major road projects with Chinese companies. Does it make
sense to have the solution before the study has started?
Does this not ignore evidenced
based analysis and policies?
• Concurrent negotiations for
the tunnel and highway
projects started in 2011 held
while the TMP study was underway. Why were awards for
the projects given out even before the TMP is finalized and
made public?Doesn’t this preempt the significance of the
report’s recommendations?
• TMP calls for a balanced approach to solving transport
problems. It suggested short
and medium term measures
and recommended major road
construction as longer term
solutions commencing after
the short/medium-term measures. Are we putting the cart
before the horse by reversing
the priorities suggested in the
TMP?
• Have there been independent
feasibility studies, cost benefit
analysis, traffic demand simulation etc done for ALL the four
projects before they were tendered? Isn’t it standard best
practice to conduct such stud-
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ies BEFORE tender and award,
rather than after?
• The TMP is based on the assumption that the population
will be 2.5m by 2030 and that
by this time a sea tunnel may
be justified. The Department of
Statistics released a population projection last year which
projects a population of 1.8m
by 2030. It appears that
Halcrow has not done any
modelling of the population;
they have just assumed historical growth rates will continue,
which would suggest that the
tunnel will not be required
even by 2030.
• How is the public expected to
provide meaningful feedback
when they are hazy about the
precise alignment of the routes?
All the precise proposed alignments should be displayed to
the public for their comments.
State gov should practice
transparency especially now
that the Freedom of Info Act has
been passed?

About

the

tender

• If there was an MOU with the
China government, how can
there be an open tender? Is that

why only two bids were received for the tunnel – both involving firms from China?
Why were there no other bids
from other countries? Because
of the earlier MOU? If so, is this
really an open tender?
• Who are the parties behind the
three small local companies
that were in the winning tender bid? Has there been an
evaluation to look into their
track record and expertise? Do
these companies have any political connections?
• What kind of performance
bonds will the local companies
give?
• Can state government under
the CAT policy make publicly
available all the tender documents and acceptances and
the decisions of the tender
award?

About
reclaimed

the
land

• What are the plans for the 110
acres of land: how is the use of
this land going to contribute to
or solve some of our existing
problems. Is it going to add to
traffic congestion? Is it going
to address shortages in public
space and how is it going to
influence the property market
and the price of housing. How
much affordable housing will
be built on this land?
• Who is going to develop the
land – the local companies
within the consortium, the
China companies or an external developer? If so, who is the
developer and the contractors
and do they have any political
connections?
• Can the state government guarantee that there will be a really
independent detailed environ-

mental impact assessment for
this land? Can it also guarantee that there will be a reliable
independentt hydrological
study for the entire island and
mainland?
• What is the market value and
gross development value of the
reclaimed land? Where exactly
is this located?

•

The
financial
considerations
• Who will pay for the cost of
acquisition of private lands
that are in the way of the proposed highways?
• How was it decided to award
110 acres of reclaimed land to
the project proponents along
with a 30-year concession for
tolls? Was there a financial
projection of future revenue for
both the reclaimed land and
the tunnel toll collection? If so,
how many billions in profit is
the consortium estimated to
make? If there is no financial
projection, why not and how
was it decided to award them
reclaimed land in addition to
a 30-year tunnel toll concession?

Misguided

•

•

priorities

• The TMP puts public transport
at a much higher priority than
the tunnel. In fact, the TMP
consultants diplomatically
(given that the tunnel was
probably
the
state
government’s idea) suggested
that the tunnel would only be
something to consider for 2030
and beyond. Why is this being
brought forward to “20252030” and even earlier now?
• If a tunnel or other cross-channel link is necessary, shouldn’t
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•

it be a rail link? A cross-channel rail link is more important
given the completion of the
dual tracking to Butterworth
and the future high-speed rail
linking Singapore to KL and
Penang.
Why is the north coast pair
road from Teluk Bahang to
Tanjung Bunga a priority now?
Is it being driven by property
development considerations?
According to the TMP (and it’s
clear to everybody), the Outer
Bypass between Farlim and
Tun Lim Expressway should
be built first instead of the
north coast pair road. Why is
the state government putting it
the other way round?
Focusing on building roads
without addressing the demand for road use will NOT
solve the problem. In fact, it
might worsen the problem.
Have all the highways, tunnels
and flyovers in KL and
Bangkok solved traffic congestion? If not, why are we going
down that path?
There are two sides to the equation of traffic problem: the Supply Side (building more roads)
and the Demand Side (the demand for those roads caused
by more vehicles). What is being done to tackle the rising
demand for motor vehicles and
road space?
Do we realise that greenhouse
gas emissions from road transport is one of the biggest contributors to global warming?
How are more highways and
a road-based tunnel compatible
with
the
state
government’s slogan of
‘Cleaner, greener Penang’?
Shouldn’t we be laying the
ground work for sustainable
public transport now? q

THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTION AND YOU Continued from page 40
have already put in place travel
plans to come back on polling day.
Those who can’t make it are pressuring the Election Commission
to allow them to be registered as
postal voters.
Many anticipate the forthcoming
elections to be full of fraud and
malpractices, which may distort
the outcome of the elections. A
high voter turnout will help mitigate the negative effects of such
fraudulent practices.
It is important, too, to monitor the
conduct of the election. Several
civil society organisations like
Bersih 2.0, Malaysians for Free
Elections (Mafrel) and Merdeka
Centre, together with political
parties, have set up teams to monitor and observe the conduct of the
next election.
But such an exercise can only be
effective if it is supported both in
terms of human and financial resources by the general public.
People must therefore volunteer to
be trained as polling agents,
counting agents, monitors
(Pemantau) and observers. All
must participate in this monitoring exercise to ensure a higher
level of professionalism, honesty
and integrity in the conduct of the
next election by the Election Commission.
Another way to help effect change
in the coming general election is
for people to join and participate
in civil society movements that:
• challenge abuses of power by
state institutions;
• oppose environmentally destructive projects such as the
production of rare earth by the
Lynas Advanced Materials

•

•
•
•
•

Plant in the Gebeng industrial
estate near Kuantan in
Pahang, the use of cyanide in
gold mining in Raub, the construction of mega dams and
rampant deforestation in
Sarawak;
expose and condemn violence
and torture by state institutions such as the police and the
MACC;
oppose infrastructural development that destroys heritage,
support gender equality;
call for clean and fair elections;
and
join in the natives’ struggle for
their customary land rights.

Through such active engagement
and participation, activists help
raise the awareness of the general
public as to the many burning issues confronting the country and
swing support for parties that
advocate change for the better.
Already, many such movements
are in action.
One of them is Bersih 2.0, which
has through a few massive
peoples’ mobilisation, raised the
consciousness of the voters as to
the many weaknesses and limitations of the current electoral system. Bersih 2.0 has called for these
to be corrected through the
fulfilment of its eight demands by
the Election Commission.
Then, there is Himpunan Hijau,
which together with a couple of
other green organisations like
Save Malaysia Stop Lynas and
Stop Lynas Coalition, has been
organising many protest activities
against the setting up of the toxic
Lynas plant.
Similar protests against cyanide
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gold mining and the environmentally insensitive oil and gas industrial complex in Pengerang in
Southeast Johor have been
organised by residents in and
around the sites of these projects.
Many existing and some newly
formed civil society organizations
have been active in demanding
transparency and accountability
in decision-making, equity in the
distribution of wealth, conservation and preservation of heritage
and justice for aggrieved families,
whose members were victims of
torture and violence perpetrated
by certain institutions of state
power. Examples are Malaysians
for Beng Hock, Royalti, Damn the
Dams, Anak Felda (Children of
Felda) and Pertahankan Taman
Merdeka Negara (PTMN) (In Defence of the National Independence Park).

Conclusion
Through these struggles, people
learn of the many abuses, greed
and cruelty of the wielders of state
power. They then disseminate
these to the general public whose
awareness of the defects and
weaknesses of governance by the
current BN regime is further
heightened. All these, together
with political parties opposed to
the BN, coalesce into a big, broad
movement clamouring and working for change. q
Dr Toh Kin Woon, an
Aliran member, is chairperson of LLG Cultural
Development Centre and
member of the Bersih 2.0
Steering Committee.

ELECTION FOCUS

The next general
election and you
One way to help effect change in the coming general election
is for people to join and participate in civil society movements
by Toh Kin Woon
Why is the next
General
Election
(GE)
so
important?
Never before has a general election elicited so much excitement
and interest as in the forthcoming
13th GE. Why is this so? What is
the excitement all about? The answer lies in the fact that, unlike
previous elections where the outcome was highly predictable and
one-sided in favour of the Barisan
Nasional (BN), the result of the
next GE will be more even.
In fact, based on feedback and
responses collected by various
respectable public opinion
polls, there is even a good possibility that the alternative
Pakatan Rakyat comprising
Parti Keadilan Rakyat (PKR), the
Democratic Action Party (DAP)
and Pas, will win a simple majority. It is this keen contestation
and strong competition between
the two coalitions for power at
both the Federal and state legislative elections that has aroused
so much enthusiasm and excitement. Malaysians, both at home
and abroad, are excited at the
prospect of a change of the coalition that will govern the country over the next five years.

Why

is
so

regime change
important?

Why do people want a change of
government at the national centre
of power in Putrajaya? They have
such a desire, because if it happens, it will usher in a two-party
system. The hegemony and monopoly of state power for so long
held by Umno - and which has
been the cause of so much of the
rot that has engulfed our country
- will be broken. Together with a
strong and vocal civil society,
Malaysia’s political and electoral
system will be made more contestable and competitive. The power
to decide the destiny of the nation
will then be returned to the people.
These healthy and positive political developments will be further
reinforced if PR, should it win
power, restore local government
elections, implement decentralisation, pass a freedom of information act, abolish all legislation
that restricts freedom of speech,
movement and assembly and conduct elections that are clean and
fair. To these must be added the
need to stamp out corruption and
cronyism, break up the Umnobusiness nexus, stop state-perpetrated violence and torture, halt all
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activities that are toxic, hazardous
and environmentally destructive
and close the gap between rich
and poor.
In short, it is hoped that PR will
institute a system of good governance that provides an expanded
space for democratic discourse
and peoples’ participation.

What can we do
to bring about
regime
change?
While the much hoped for change
is desirable, it can only come
about through people organising
themselves and acting in concert
towards achieving the common
goal of change. For a start, we must
mobilise voters to turn up in huge
numbers to vote on polling day.
Bersih 2.0 has launched ‘Jom
Undi’, urging voters, including
those residing in places away
from their polling centres, to return and cast their ballots.
The response to this campaign
has been very encouraging. Under the auspices of Bersih, registered voters living and working in
Singapore, Hong Kong and China

Continued on page 39

