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High stakes general election
Penangites flock to hear Bersih 2.0 co-chair Ambiga
Sreenevasan speak on the crucial issues that surround the
coming general election
by Anil Netto
ore
than
500
Penangites packed the
first floor hall at the
Caring Society Complex in Penang to listen to Bersih
2.0 Steering Committee co-chairperson Ambiga Sreenevasan’s
thoughts on ‘Elections and Democracy’.

M

In a stirring address at the forum
organised by Aliran on 7 October
2012, Ambiga thanked the audience in Penang for their impressive turnout at the Bersih 3.0 solidarity gathering at the Esplanade
on 28 April.
She highlighted the harassment
experienced by Suaram after it had
exposed the Scorpene submarine
scandal and noted that the brouhaha about the human rights
group’s sources of funding mirrored Bersih’s own experience not
long ago.
But after the Bersih 2.0 rally last
year, she said Bersih had been
funded entirely by Malaysians,
she noted. “In fact, I even get
SMSes from ordinary Malaysians
asking, where can I send money
to Bersih; I want to help.”
Ambiga noted the irony of politicians complaining about sources

of funding: “Who are they to question these groups about their
sources of funding when they
have practised dirty money politics for the longest time?”
The former two-term Bar Council
chairperson complained that
postal votes are easily manipulated and lamented the lack of integrity of the electoral rolls, which
now cannot even be challenged in
court. Even the media are not free
and during election campaigns
they fail to display party manifestos over television, keeping the
public in the dark. “It’s a disgrace!” she said.
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High

stakes

involved

Meanwhile, the government is ignoring ‘the elephant in the room’:
corruption. “All of you are here
because you are concerned about
the level of integrity in public life.”
At the same time, she pointed to
selective prosecution, the most
glaring of which was the one that
eventually resulted in the death
of political aide Teoh Beng Hock
over an investigation into just
RM2000.
Meanwhile, she said it is ridiculous that our politicians are not

EDITOR'S

NOTE

Ambiga Sreenevasan turned up in Penang to deliver the long-awaited message at a forum organised
by Aliran: free and fair elections are important because they bolster democracy and encourage respect
for fundamental rights. Anil Netto has the story.
We also reproduce P Ramakrishnan’s address at
the same forum. We are the torch-bearers for freedom, he said. It is our duty and responsibility to
bring about change. Certainly, democracy has suffered of late. Aliran and Tommy Thomas speak up
for human rights Suaram, which has come under
official harassment.
The struggle for democracy and justice actually goes
back a long way. Garry Rodan reviews a book by
Tan Pek Leng on the late M K Rajakumar, who
struggled heroically for a just society in the 1960s.
In another tribute, the United Nations has honoured
the brilliant scholar activist Khoo Khay Jin with a
Malaysian of the Year Award. We reproduce the
UN’s citation.
Another inspiring story can be seen in the life and
times of the late Brother Charles Levin, the longestserving Brother Director of St Xavier’s Institution in
Penang. His was a total dedication and complete
commitment to his calling, says P Ramakrishnan.
Meanwhile, K Kesavapany looks at the relevance of
Gandhi’s teachings on contemporary society.
Let’s not forget the long-suffering pedestrians of
Malaysia who have to heroically endure daily risks
when they walk on the streets – which is actually
the most eco-friendly mode of travel. Angeline Loh
presents a photo-story of their plight. Mustafa K
Anuar rounds off this issue with a tongue-in-cheek
take of some of the weird things happening in this
country.
Aliran is an organisation for ‘social democratic
reform’. We advocate freedom, justice and
solidarity; comment critically on social issues, offer
analysis and alternative ideas keeping in mind
the national and global picture based on universal
human rights and spiritual values. We are listed
on the roster of the Economic and Social Council of
the United Nations. Founded in 1977, Aliran
welcomes all Malaysians above 21 to be members.
Contact the Hon. Secretary or visit our webpage.
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Dr Wong Chin Huat

portant because they
bolster democracy and
they encourage a respect for fundamental
rights, she said. People
are now more engaged
and interested in what
is happening as they
realise that the rot has
to stop now.
“Vote for people who
will uphold the Federal
Constitution, for those
who will do something
to curb corruption, for
goodness
sake,”
Ambiga urged the participants.

saying anything about political
violence. “It shows me there is
tacit support for it.”
On the other hand, the young
woman who stepped on the Prime
Minister’s image was handcuffed
and publicly condemned.
Free and fair elections are im-

Undemocratic governments will not be able to
survive for long, as
people have more access to information. But although three million have registered as voters
since 2008, another three million
have not yet voted. “We need to
reach out and draw these people
in.”
The next general elections are going to be very contentious, and
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people are getting more interested
and engaged because they realise
that the rot has to stop now.
“Dictatorships have elections too
but it doesn’t mean they are a democracy but if you have clean and
fair elections, you will be working your way to a vibrant democracy. If you have clean and fair
elections, it makes your MPs more
accountable and reduces corruption.”
Studies have found that the poor
will also be better represented, she
said.

A

game-changer

Is there hope at the end of the day?
Yes, there’s a lot of hope, she said,
“because there are a lot of good
right-thinking Malaysians who
want to put things right. They are
not going to accept second best or
people talking rubbish.”
Ambiga referred to an International Crisis Group report, which
noted the strengthening of civil
society and pointed to the Bersih
movement as a “game-changer”.

Also present was Bersih Steering
Committee member Dr Wong
Chin Huat, who highlighted discrepancies in the electoral rolls. He
said Bersih had moved beyond an
electoral reform movement to a
movement to renew the nation. He
stressed the importance of a high
voter turnout to send a clear cut
message that this country wants
to move forward, not backwards.
Chin Huat then described how
ordinary Malaysians cast aside
their old fears and came out in
their tens of thousands for the
Bersih 3.0 rally. “You have more
and more Malaysians coming out.
You know you are not alone.”
“We need to renew our independence and reclaim our country.”
Focus on clean and fair elections,
added Ambiga. “Everything we
do from now will help, I promise
you.”

Change

is

needed

Earlier, Aliran president Francis
Loh welcomed the crowd and
then Aliran secretary Mustafa K

Anuar took over as emcee. He
promised the participants that
images of the audience would not
be photo-edited to show a much
larger crowd squeezed like sardines! The crowd roared knowingly.
A heavy downpour outside the
hall did not dampen the crowd’s
enthusiasm for the forum as they
hung on to every word.
Before Ambiga took the floor, the
immediate past president of
Aliran, P Ramakrishnan, in his
welcome address mentioned that
the only way electoral reforms
could be achieved would be via a
change of government in the upcoming general election.
Rama pointed out that civil servants once had to retire at the
age of 55. Now the ruling parties have ruled for 55 years. It is
time for them to retire at the general election! The voters are the
masters and the politicians are
the servants, he said. Malaysians are the torch-bearers of
freedom and it is our duty to
bring about change.
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He went on to outline the corruption and decay in Malaysian society, including education. He
also lamented eroding national
unity and the emergence of racist
groups such as Perkasa.
Mustafa then introduced several
video clips that were screened.
One of them featured the Bersih
3.0 solidarity event organised by
Aliran at the Esplanade in
Penang on 28 April 2012 attended
by an estimated 10,000 people including the Penang Chief Minister. Thousands signed a large yellow banner to show their support
for Bersih. This banner was put
up on stage in the hall .
Other video clips featured Bersih
co-chairperson Pak Samad reading a poem, Unggun Bersih
(Cleansing Fire), which he specially composed for the Bersih 3.0
Duduk Bersih event as well as snippets of an Aliran high-tea event
in Penang the following day.
Ambiga was originally supposed
to feature together with Pak Samad
at that high-tea. But due to detentions – among those detained was

any electoral fraud sitting down.
“One of the wonderful things of
Bersih 3.0 is that we have seen
ordinary Malaysians coming out,
and Malaysians regardless of
their ethno-religious background
are standing by one another.”
Ambiga noted that the last three
or four court judgments have
given her hope e.g. the decision
on whether Bersih is unlawful, the
damages awarded to the ISA detainees, the decision in the
Malaysiakini case and the quashing of the decision to ban a Sisters
in Islam book. “I have hope because of this and maybe we are
entering a new era. It feels as if
many people are now getting more
engaged.”
No untoward incidents occurred
during the forum. Outside the hall,
a whole team of dedicated volunteers had worked to register participants and ensure security during the event.

Chin Huat – at the gathering in
Kuala Lumpur, she was obliged
to remain in KL to help out. Aliran
had then promised the guests at
the high-tea that it would organise
a forum featuring Ambiga at a future date – a pledge that has now
been fulfilled.

No tolerance for
electoral
fraud
Both Ambiga and Chin Huat then
participated in a panel discussion
moderated by Aliran president Dr
Francis Loh and fielded questions
from the floor. A burning question
emerged. Would Ambiga consider
contesting in the coming election?
No, she is not interested, she said;

moreover, it would undermine
Bersih as she would be accused
of taking advantage of the movement for personal gain.
Another participant pointed out
that the elections as they stand
now are not free or fair for voters
with disabilities. Yet another
asked, how do we reach out to
people who have not yet registered
as voters?
Chin Huat, responding to a question from the floor, stressed that
election workers are not allowed
to write anything on ballot papers
before handing them to the voters.
He felt Malaysians would not take
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The forum ended with a presentation of Aliran T-shirts to
Ambiga and Chin Huat. The
speakers received a standing ovation amidst chants of “Bersih!
Bersih!”
Participants showed their support by generously donating when
boxes were passed around to defray the costs of organising the
event. “It was more than enough
to cover the costs – and to replace
one of the computers stolen during the recent break-in at the
Aliran office!” quipped Francis
Loh. q

Anil Netto is honorary
treasurer of Aliran.
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Time

for

change

We are the torch-bearers of freedom. It is our duty and
responsibility to bring about this change
by P Ramakrishnan
rampant. It is pervasive and encompassing. Its tentacles are everywhere, in almost every contract, in almost every procurement
of the Defence Ministry, in almost
every agreement involving
projects that are given out to cronies.
In 1994 – 18 years ago - Tun Dr
Mahathir amended the Umno
Baru Constitution to clean up
money politics. He correctly understood where the problem of
corruption was emanating from.
But this action did not wipe out
corruption.

t is my pleasure to welcome all of you to this
Aliran function. We are
happy that so many of
you have turned up not only to
hear Datuk Ambiga speak but you
are also here in a symbolic manner to show your concern for this
country and express your solidarity for efforts undertaken to
change the destiny of this nation.
Thank you very much.

I

Friends, we kept our promise. We
said that Datuk Ambiga will be
here to speak to all of you and today she is here. Inilah janji ditepati

– sungguh-sungguhnya!
Our promise is different from the
Barisan Nasional’s misleading
and false ‘Janji ditepati’. Their slogan should actually be ‘Janji tidak
ditepati’because their promises
have not been fulfilled concerning
the core issues that matter most.
Let me very briefly touch on three
areas:

Rampant

corruption

They promised to wipe out corruption but today corruption is
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In fact, he was a victim of corruption itself. On 9 September 2006,
he failed to be elected as a delegate
of the Kubang Pasu Umno Division and blamed money politics
for his defeat. It was such a devastating and humiliating defeat
for him.
He had been Kubang Pasu Divisional Chairman for 30 years,
president of Umno and Prime
Minister of Malaysia for 22 years
but corruption is no respecter of
personalities. Mahathir’s name
was No 1 on the candidates list
but he came out ninth out of the
15 candidates who contested.
Judging by this, you may say, cor-

ruption is safe and sound in this
country! Indeed it is.

Rotten
education
standards
They promised us world-class
education that would put us on
the world map but we are not even
within the ranking of the 200 top
universities around the world. It
seems that we only produce unemployable graduates!
Marina Mahathir pulled out her
children from the national schools
claiming that these schools have
become Malay schools. National
schools are no longer what they
used to be in inculcating character and ethics, building up friendship that went beyond race and
creed, cultivating social graces
that respected the elders and the
teachers, eradicating arrogance
and boorish behaviour.
That was possible because the
composition of the teaching staff
then reflected the multi-ethnic
make-up of this nation. It allowed
for different thoughts and views
to be shared which enriched the
experiences of students. That ennobling feature of school life is no
more there.
Our education system - instead of
improving under the various
Ministers of Education - has nosedived in terms of standard and
stature. All the well-known and
respected schools have lost their
lustre and have become ordinary
school buildings! That’s how rotten the system is now!

sia by 2020 – the emergence of a
citizen who will simply be identified as a Malaysian without reference to his ethnicity. Unfortunately, the person who mooted
this noble idea abandoned his
ideal mid-way. He is now the patron of Perkasa that spews venom
and hatred which threaten our
national unity.
Our national unity is not Umno’s
paramount consideration. The
racial slurs in schools, the racial
indoctrination undertaken by the
BTN, which condemns the other
ethnic communities as irrelevant
and immigrants and not deserving to be treated as equal citizens
are indeed worrying trends of bigotry. Through actions and policies, we are kept apart for political expediency.
It is a political ploy to project the
Malaysian situation as Malays vs
the rest. This is the game played
by Umno and Perkasa. We must
not fall into this trap.
It has never been Malays vs the
rest. The reality is Umno vs the
rest. Yes, Umno has no monopoly
over the Malays. Every Malay is
not an Umno member. Umno
alone does not represent the
Malays. Let’s bear that in mind.

Time

for

change

Alarming threat to
national
unity

If we want all this to change – rampant corruption, rotten education
standards and alarming threat to
our national unity – the BN must
be defeated; Umno must be turned
into an opposition party. That
would be a redeeming factor. Only
then will there be hope for this
nation.

They promised us Bangsa Malay-

Government servants until re-
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cently used to retire at the age of
55. Umno has ruled this nation –
mind you, it has not governed but
ruled for 55 years. It is time for
them to retire. For the good of this
nation we must force this retirement upon them.
Friends, it is truly time for change.
It is time for citizens to empower
themselves. We should be the one
to decide who will form the next
government. Let Umno and the BN
come with their bags of money
and all kinds of promises to buy
your vote. Accept the money and
give them a good hard kick and
send them packing.
For a change, let’s give the Opposition a chance. Let’s see how they
will perform. If they do not live up
to our expectations, let’s kick them
out and bring in the BN. But they
deserve a chance at least once.
Whatever happens, in the final
analysis, it will be we who will be
deciding which party will govern
us. Let’s hold on to this right.
This is the only way to drive home
the fact that we, the voters, are the
masters, and the politicians will
forever remain our servants.
Friends, we are the torch-bearers
of freedom. It is our duty and responsibility to bring about this
change. We must not fail ourselves. q
P Ramakrishnan is the
immediate past president
of Aliran. He presented
this speech at the forum
‘Elections and Democracy’
in Penang on 7 October
organised by Aliran.

COMMENT

Years of living
in Malaysia

precariously

A tongue-in-cheek take of some of the weird things
happening in the country
by Mustafa K Anuar
alaysians are living in
the grip of fear, not necessarily because of the
spike in crime. Perceived
or otherwise. Nor is it necessarily
because of the number of deaths
on the road which has risen over
the years.

M

And certainly not because of two
jet engines — as well as large
amounts of money — that have
somehow flown out of the country.

Cunning

and

naughty

No. It is because there are “devils” — in various manifestations
and aberrations — lurking in
modern-day and technologysavvy Malaysia.
Why, quite recently Malaysians
were warned by the federal government — which is visibly concerned for the common good of
ordinary Malaysians especially
those who can be quite impressionable — of the cunning and
naughty attempts by “foreign elements” to topple the present-day
government through their funding of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) such as Suaram,

Centre for Independent Journalism (CIJ) and online newspaper
Malaysiakini.
Indeed, this is an issue of national
import that would not and should
not escape the rapt attention and
deep concern of serious newspapers worth their salt. This explains why dailies such as the influential and socially responsible
Utusan Malaysia had front-paged
this plot in the hope that fellow
Malaysians would be patriotic
enough to be on high alert and to
defend their beloved country
when the occasion arises.
The Scorpene case is a classic example of how some foreign powers have tried to infiltrate into our
defence and security systems. For
these wily foreign elements are
fully aware that Malaysia desperately needs a submarine or two to
check and prevent piracy along
the popularly-plied Straits of Malacca; ascertain the depth of the
South China Sea to help enhance
deep-sea fishing that would in
turn ensure our food security; and
also to monitor the Earth’s movement for early and invaluable detection of tsunami, both geological and political.
Aliran Monthly : Vol.32(9) Page 9

Indeed, to play footsie with these
foreign elements, like some Malaysian human rights-based NGOs
have done, is only to invite trouble,
big time. That is why a number of
Malay-based NGOs are clever
enough not to be easily seduced
by the sweet talk of these foreign
elements. As a premeditated act
of defiance, these patriotic NGOs
had figuratively shown their
middle finger, or literally bared
their bums, to these foreign elements.

Careful who you
befriend
In this era of uncertainty and
globalisation, you have to be very
careful about who you befriend at
the international level. For before
you know it, there would be a
communist hiding under your
bed, trying to be your strange bedfellow.
Or at the very least, a Jew or two to
bring chaos to our prosperous
nation that has become the envy
of many countries in the world.
Viewed from this perspective, one
would appreciate the conscientious action taken by the Najib

administration to ensure that our
national security has not been and
will not be compromised. Hence,
the seemingly high-handed move
by the government against
Suaram and its ilk. Surely, a government that has the ordinary
people’s interests at heart can
warm the cockles of the collective
heart of concerned Malaysians.

Better

the devil
k n o w. . .

knowledge the fact that the
“devil” in these foreign elements
stem from the human rights that
they’ve been fighting for and
flaunting all these years. As
Mahathir pointedly revealed, the
freedoms advocated by these foreign elements have been taken to
the extreme to the extent that mothers, particularly the ones in the US,
have had indiscriminate and free
sex all in the name of human
rights!

you

It is within this larger scheme of
things that we can begin to fully
understand what former premier
Mahathir Mohamad was trying to
say when he contended that it’s
better the devil you know than the
angels you don’t.
Additionally, we should also be
able to understand better by now
what Prime Minister Najib Razak,
who once declared that Malaysia
was the “best democracy in the
world”, was trying to arrive at
when he said that it’s taboo to vote
for the Opposition.
Surely to give support to those
voices that criticise the ruling elite
would only open doors to our foreign enemies via our local civil
society groups.
As one astute MP rightly alerted
us, co-operating with the local
NGOs is one way in which these
dangerous foreign elements try to
influence our government in their
long-term strategy to weaken our
big neighbour and world’s economic powerhouse, China. We are
truly indebted to this politician for
his intellectual prowess and precociousness.
We are indeed living in extraordinary and dangerous times. That

is why it really isn’t far-fetched
when a Cabinet minister dexterously proclaimed that — in the aftermath of the massive Bersih rally
— salt and water bottles could be
weapons of mass destruction!
Moreover, in this age of the
Internet and YouTube (which is a
Western invention), you could actually learn the delicate method
of mixing salt and water (from foreign experts) and — voila! —
transforming them into something
really volatile after shaking them
in a certain calculated fashion.
This sense of being extra careful
with our country’s sovereignty
and security is well placed and
must be instilled in Malaysians
from an early age. Thus, it makes
a whole lot of sense when certain
schools in the country recently
categorised the Bersih movement
as “illegal” in the trial exam for
the subject of Moral Studies.
Clearly this is a matter that goes
beyond the mundane business of
getting more A’s.

...in good hands of
federal
government
It is also imperative that we ac-
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Surely Mahathir wasn’t off the
mark if we consider the fact that
Malaysian mothers have been
well behaved to a large degree.
With the exception of a few misled teenagers who dumped their
newborn in bins and toilets, most
of the Malaysian mothers spend
their time gainfully in the shopping malls, peacefully and patiently searching for that prized
Prada and other coveted handbags.
That said, Malaysians should not
be unduly worried about the security and prosperity of their progressive country as they’re in the
good hands of the federal government.
As Mahathir and his BN friends
would caringly tell you, necessity
is the mother of invention, and
one would find ways and means
to survive and jealously protect
one’s interests against any attempt to undermine one’s position. q

This article first appeared
in The Malaysia Insider.

BOOK REVIEW

Rajakumar and his
for a just society

struggle

Rajakumar was a force for keeping activists focused on their
points of ideological convergence
Reviewed by Garry Rodan
ties and actors involved in historical battles that fundamentally
shaped regimes in Singapore and
Malaysia are under new focus.
The voices of those detained under internal security or sedition
laws are finally being given due
prominence. The four books The
Fajar Generation, Comet in our Sky,
Dark Clouds at Dawn and The University Socialist Club and the Contest for Malaya, for example, are in
this category.

Tan Pek Leng (editor),
An Uncommon Hero: M.K.
Rajakumar in Politics and Medicine,
Petaling Jaya: Strategic Information and Research Development
Centre, 2011, pp. 451.
he use of repressive laws
to suppress contenders
for power in Malaya/
Malaysia and Singapore
is well documented. Such work
contradicts official histories
rationalising abuses of state
power as timely interventions to
pre-empt chaos and safeguard national security. Now the complexi-

T

pating in formative discussions
about the creation of the People’s
Action Party (PAP) in Singapore;
a leading position in the 1960s
debate over merger between
Singapore and Malaysia; involvement in the establishment of the
Barisan Sosialis (BS) party in
Singapore; and a central role in
the Labour Party of Malaya (LPM)
and the Socialist Front (SF) in the
1960s and early 1970s before the
former was deregistered.

An Uncommon Hero makes a distinctive contribution to this unfolding literature. It highlights the
remarkable commitment and
achievements of M K Rajakumar.
This book celebrates a political
warrior and medical doctor
whose determination to serve the
people was durable, creative and
multifaceted. According to Jomo
in the volume’s Introduction,
Rajakumar was “arguably the
most profound Malaysian public
intellectual of the second half of
the 20th century”

Rajakumar and colleagues successfully defended a sedition
charge in 1954 for a Fajar article
condemning Western aggression
in Asia, but he was eventually
(1965-67) incarcerated without
trial under the Internal Security
Act – as so many of his colleagues
had been earlier. Given
Rajakumar’s commitment to constitutional struggle, the 15 charges
against him were a measure of
how threatened the political elite
was by the authority his views
commanded in socialist circles
and among the masses.

Rajakumar’s integral roles in
many key political developments
and conflicts in Malaysia and
Singapore included co-founding
the University Socialist Club and
the its publication Fajar; partici-

Following the deregistering of the
LPM in 1972, Rajakumar redirected his energies, working tirelessly as an advocate for equitable
and affordable health care. While
President of the Malaysian Medi-
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cal Association, he instigated
“The Future of Health Services in
Malaysia” report. Completed in
1980, it remains one of the most
significant studies ever undertaken on Malaysia’s health system.
He also established, and for three
decades fostered, the “Academy
of Family Physicians of Malaysia”. After his death in 2008, his
work to promote and improve primary health care was recognised
with the global movement for
mentoring young family doctors,
The Rajakumar Movement,
named in his honour.
Importantly, An Uncommon Hero
gives powerful expression to the
complex and dynamic nature of
attempts to build progressive political coalitions. It does this by
bringing together observations
and analyses from many of
Rajakumar’s colleagues, friends
and admirers, as well as
Rajakumar’s own thoughts.
Judgements about how best to
progress the causes of egalitarianism and social justice are reflected
on that reveal dilemmas and
machinations now clearer with
hindsight.
The 451-page book includes 15
pieces of Rajakumar’s own writings and 33 chapters from political colleagues, academics and
friends. The latter examine different aspects of his political values
and struggles as well as his service, philosophies and professional and organisational initiatives in medicine. Included here
are pieces by fellow combatants
such as Said Zahari, Lim Hock
Siew and Poh Soo Kai – amongst
others – who served longer periods under detention in either

Singapore or Malaysia than
Rajakumar.
Collectively these contributions
exude two potent themes: one testifying to the sheer volume and
range of efforts by Rajakumar and
colleagues to fight for a fair society; another to the respect and affection held for a comrade, friend
and professional whose political
rhetoric and practice were indistinguishable.
Editor Tan Pek Leng deserves high
praise for a volume whose scale
and breadth is disciplined to the
central aim of detailing and explaining the significance of
Rajakumar. The book’s coherence
owes a great deal to substantive
essays by Tan at the beginning of
each of the book’s various sections
explaining and analysing the
major conflicts and dynamics
Rajakumar and colleagues were
caught up in. Tan’s writing style
is crisp and lucid, her ability to
distil the political and historical
context sharp and evocative.
Although Rajakumar’s formal
political activities ceased in the
1970s, his political writings and
thoughts continued to exert an
influence. His advice and insights
were sought by public intellectuals and politicians seriously committed to social justice reform
agendas. Rajakumar never wavered in his belief that egalitarianism is not just morally desirable
but socially and economically responsible.
He remained especially suspicious of self-serving ideologies
used by Malaysia’s ruling coalition. Writing against the backdrop
of the 1997-1998 Asian financial
crisis he observed: “The theory
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was that if you fed the best quality grain to horses, you get better
quality manure for the grass. It did
not work out that way. The creation of handpicked Malay ‘bureaucratic capitalists’ to take over
and own productive assets of the
state, resulted in risk-taking
behaviour without personal risk.
We have seen the outcome.”
Many contributors to An Uncommon Hero underline and illustrate
how Rajakumar was a force for
keeping activists focused on their
points of ideological convergence.
He placed particular emphasis on
not getting sidetracked from social justice aspirations by the strategies of the ruling party.
Rajakumar wrote: “We belonged
together in a multi-ethnic opposition group, which clung together
in spite of most wicked attempts
to divide us ethnically.”
Political opposition in Malaysia
has struggled in recent decades to
match an ideal that could not be
sustained even in Rajakumar’s
heyday. With the advent of the
Bersih movement and recent electoral cooperation among opposition parties, this book is a timely
resource for considering the lessons of earlier attempts at building reformist political coalitions
and social movements. q
Reproduced with permission from
Kyoto Review of South-East Asia

Tan Pek Leng, an independent researcher and author
is an Aliran member.
Garry Rodan is a Professor in Murdoch University, Perth, Australia.

MEDIA

Be a good journalist or
don’t be one at all
by Wong Chin Huat
t was indeed great to
have the opportunity to
teach many fine young
men and women, a few
of whom are now reporters.

I

When I first started teaching journalism, I was eager to see more
students entering the field.
Now, my last advice to them was
that “don’t be a journalist just because you don’t have other
choices.”
There are some professions that I
think one must opt for on first preference. Journalism is one. Education is another.
You either be a good journalist or
don’t be one. Likewise, be a good
teacher or don’t be one at all. You
need an exit door at any time.
Why? Unlike running a restaurant
or a factory, reporting and teaching have much far-reaching consequences. Your clients consume
your news or teaching on a rather
long-term basis.
I increasingly see journalism as
public office, albeit unelected.
I can’t agree more with Thomas
Jefferson who said: “Were it left to
me to decide whether we should
have a government without news-

papers, or newspapers without a
government, I should not hesitate
a second to prefer the latter.”
Media allows us to know what
happens around us, to engage
in debate and to form public
opinion. Without media and
free public opinion, collective
actions will be dictated by the
government, which is essentially backed by the apparatus
of violence, namely police and
military.
It is therefore tragic when some socalled journalists in Malaysia can
fabricate news to serve their political master’s interest almost on
a daily basis and yet talk about
their biased reporting without any
sense of shame.

O b j e c t i v i t y,
opinions and bias
Malcom Gladwell, the author of
best-selling The Tipping Point,
Blink, and Outliers wrote a 6,400word disclosure statement in 2004
to discuss ethical issues a journalist encounters.
His former editor at the Washington Post, Leonard Downie, religiously believes in objectivity so
much so that he does not allow
his staff to accept gifts or meals
from others.
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More unthinkable to us, he will
not even vote or allow himself to
mentally contemplate his choice,
because that would compromise
his objectivity.
Gladwell himself sets a lower
standard, namely fairness instead of objectivity. For him, if a
reader cannot tell where the writer
stands on a particular issue after
reading an article, then the article
is objective.
In contrast, fairness means that
the reader can tell where the writer
stands on a particular issue, but
the writer will nevertheless “accurately and appropriately” represent the various opinions.
Dismissing Downie’s rigid position on objectivity, Michael
Kinsley, the former editor of
online magazine Slate, argues that
journalists can have an opinion,
but not a bias. And bias, for
Kinsley, is “a failure to suppress
your opinions or (if opinion is in
your job description) to state and
defend your opinions openly”.
To be accountable, Slate stressed
the necessity of disclosure. And
instead of abstention, Slate staff
were invited to declare their voting intention.
And Gladwell himself was at

pains to avoid conflict of interests
in his work as a writer and paid
speaker. He examined his work to
ensure that it was not corrupted
by money.

Scandals
and
plagiarism
The American journalism is certainly not without scandal, but no
scandal by journalists can go unnoticed or covered up by conspired silence.
Earlier this week, Time Magazine
columnist and CNN host Fareed
Zakaria was exposed to have
plagiarised an article on the New
Yorker Magazine. He has since
been suspended, for a month, by
Time and indefinitely by CNN.
Zakaria swiftly apologised, saying “that is entirely my fault” even
though many suspected that it
could have been one of his ghost
writers (research assistants or interns) who plagiarised.
And you find a lively debate on
his plagiarism from different
angles, but no one is excusing him.

immediately resigned to assume
responsibility, the top-selling Chinese daily has since only
apologised on Facebook.
Refusing to admit the scandal before its claimed 1.4m print readers, the newspaper only published a commentary by its chief
editor stressing that the writer
who resigned is suffering from
depression and appealed to readers for understanding.
For many, such an attitude is
partly the consequence of the virtual monopoly of the Chinese
press by Sin Chew owner Tiong
Hiew Keng after its effective takeover of Sin Chew group’s arch rival Nanyang Press through MCA.
With such a monopoly, Sin Chew
can afford not to be accountable
and not worry about competition.
In other words, market infallibility has bred arrogance and decadence.

With great power
comes
great
responsibility

This poses a sharp contrast to the
revealed plagiarism involving
leader writer(s) of Sin Chew Daily,
where so far angry netizens
claimed to have found at least 27
copy-cat editorials spanning the
past two years.

I like to think that the problem
could be also more general. The
journalists lack a culture of selfreflection. When did you read last
something like Gladwell’s “disclosure statement” or Kinsley’s
memo on objectivity and unbiased
reporting from a Malaysian journalist?

The plagiarised sources have
been almost all editorials on socioeconomic issues from the quality
presses in Taiwan, with detailed
facts and figures. This suggests
that the reason for plagiarism
could be inadequate research support for editorial writers.

I come across too often journalists
who talk about why things cannot be done, rather than how
things should be done. They
blame the environment and excuse their own compromise.

While the chief leader writer has

Worse, some journalists would
even defend draconian laws or
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censorship, citing the need for
governmental control or political
bias, defending their victimisers
like victims of Stockholm Syndrome.
They could of course turn around
and criticise me for being just an
armchair analyst. After all, I am
only a journalism lecturer, not a
journalist. They would argue that
I would not have to pay the price
for being principled. They could
be right.
But the question remains: what is
the point of having journalists if
they would misinform or even lie?
Why should I be teaching journalists to do a bad job? At least, by
not being a journalist, they won’t
do harm!
We would not tolerate bad doctors because it is individual lives
at stake. Why should we tolerate
bad journalists? Isn’t our public
life at stake here?
Journalists should join the profession by choice, not by circumstance, or by default. Is it mere coincidence that the altar egos of
two fictional superheroes, Superman and Spiderman, are journalists?
I told my students, like
Spiderman, journalists have great
power, and with that, comes great
responsibility.
So they should really be a good
journalist, or not be one at all. Do
good or at least don’t do harm.q
Wong Chin Huat has
joined Penang Institute as
a research fellow.
Source: Selangor Times

GANDHI REMEMBERED

The relevance of
Gandhiji’s teachings to
contemporary
society
The magic of Gandhi is that his actions and
ideas on how to fight injustice or spearhead
change are universal and still relevant today
by K Kesavapany
hen I told a friend of
mine that I was going to
give a talk on Gandhiji,
his response was,
“What for? What is there to say?
Look at the world around us mindless violence, corruption, inhumanity to fellow human beings,
particularly to women and children, corporate opulence in the
face of grinding poverty, inequality of income brought about by
unbridled capitalism. Does anyone heed Gandhi’s teachings
these days?”

W

While accepting the validity of
some aspects of my friend’s statement, I however felt that, even in
this atmosphere of doom and
gloom, there would have to be
some uplifting messages as well.
Hence, my search for such messages in Gandhi’s teachings and
their impact on contemporary society.
Although Gandhiji’s life and
work are well known, allow me to
spend a few moments to dwell on

the formative influences of his life.

Truth, the supreme
guiding
principle
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi,
endearingly called “Bapu” or reverently, dubbed the “Mahatma”,
or the great soul, the
founding father of modern India, one who successfully mobilised the
seething masses of India
and gave the Indian nationalist struggle its
unique character, had
pretty humble beginnings like most of us.
Unlike the other Indian
greats like Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose or Swami
Vivekenanda, he was no
child prodigy. At his
middle
school
at
Porbander and later at
high school in Rajkot, he
was slotted as a mediocre student – he never
outperformed others in
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school or at the playing field. In
fact he passed his matriculation
exam with difficulty, married and
became a young father. Subsequently, while in Bombay he
found it difficult to set up his legal practice because of his overwhelming shyness and instead

returned to Rajkot to make a modest living drafting petitions for litigants.
If there was something that set
Gandhi apart from other boys his
age, it was his love for the Indian
classics. From early childhood he
loved hearing his mother narrate
stories of Shravana and King
Harish Chandra. In fact he was
so enamoured by these two
idealised icons of truth and unfailing moral courage that he
would enact their stories over and
over again during playtime. He
later wrote: “It haunted me and I
must have acted Harish Chandra
to myself times without number.”
It is this very early identification
with truth and acknowledging it
as a supreme guiding principle,
that was the sole extraordinary
streak in a very ordinary boy and
it was this quality that would
shape the future “Mahatma” that
we know today. The guiding principle of his life would remain
“God is Truth”, which he would
later amend even further to,
“Truth isGod.”
This is what is unique about
Gandhi – he is not a remote embodiment of a country’s idealised
past or a mere receptacle of her
cultural iconography. His philosophy is pragmatic; it is real
time, emanating from the very tangible, humdrum, everyday Indian
life and can be practised equally
by the farmer who tills land or the
city dweller who rides his twowheeler through the smoke-filled
streets of any metro. He acknowledged the same when he wrote in
1936: “There is no such thing as
‘Gandhism’, and I do not want to
leave any sect after me. I do not
claim to have originated any new

principle or doctrine. I have simply tried on my own to apply the
eternal truths to our daily lives
and problems. I have nothing
new to teach the world. Truth and
non-violence are as old as the
hills.”

Satyagraha
It was in South Africa that Gandhi
discovered himself - and the Western world of imperialists and expansionists, on their part, discovered an unflinching opponent
who had the moral strength to relentlessly stand by his convictions. While fighting for the civil
rights of impoverished Indian indentured labour, Gandhi realised
the true implications of colonialism and exactly how discrimination against coloured people permeated the British Empire.
As his political views sharpened,
it was during the 21 years he spent
in South Africa that his philosophy of Satyagrahaevolved.
Satyagraha, literally meaning devotion to truth, came to denote a
non-violent resistance to injustice.
Gandhi very quickly realised that
the British with their overwhelming military power could not be
defeated in battlefield confrontation but could be ousted with the
collective moral opposition of an
entire nation. But he also cautioned that non-violence with no
implications of cowardice was the
only option: “Where there is only
a choice between cowardice and
violence, I would advise violence.”
Gandhi returned to India in 1915
and eventually took leadership of
the Indian National Congress in
1920. His philosophy of non-violent resistance gave the nationalist struggle a new lease of life and

Aliran Monthly : Vol.32(9) Page 16

a new patriotic objective to the
teeming millions. Gandhi in reinforcing his philosophy of non-violence had said, “An eye for an eye
only ends up making the whole
world blind.” As thousands of Indians welcomed their jail sentences or police flogging without
a murmur, the nationalists proved
the strength of their moral fibre
and their faith in his leadership.

Comprehensive
humanitarian
worldview
Gandhi, on his own part, realised
that a fight for independence
alone was not enough, his belief
in truth and justice gradually widened to encompass a comprehensive humanitarian worldview. His
social activism reached out to address the inherent wrongs of Indian society and sought justice for
the untouchables as it did for the
women. Indian women plagued
by centuries of discrimination,
were drawn out from behind their
purdahand encouraged to actively
participate in their country’s
struggle for independence. On 11
August 1921, while addressing
women compatriots, he wrote:
“Let me confess to you that your
spontaneous and loving response
all over India has convinced me
that God is with us.”
It is this humane appeal of his
philosophy that makes Gandhi
universal and helps him transcend time. He was not a great
orator, mostly given to homilies
on high moral value with only
flashes of occasional humour and
yet if he continues to inspire contemporary world leaders of the
stature of Nelson Mandela or Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi, it is because of
his relevance in today’s world of

anger and intolerance.
As Daw Aung San Suu Kyi began
her long struggle to end the five
decades of military rule in
Myanmar, she openly acknowledged her personal admiration
for Gandhi who, she remarked,
had reconciled tradition and modernity in a manner she found
most appealing: “In spite of his
deeply ingrained Hinduism”, she
wrote, “Gandhi’s intellectual flexibility made him accept those elements of western thought which
fitted into the ethical and social
scheme he considered desirable.”
At a press conference when Barack
Obama was asked to name one
person, dead or alive, with whom
he would like to share a meal, he
mentioned Gandhi (“though it
would be a very small meal,” he
quipped) and said that if it was
not for Gandhi, the civil rights
movement in the United States led
by Martin Luther King would not
have had its unique non-violent
character.
Sometime back I was surprised to
note that Apple, that icon of techsavvy youthfulness had used
Gandhi as an advertising model.
The poster board had him sitting
with folded legs in his customary
humble Indian attire and said
“Think Different”. That is the
magic of Gandhi – he is historical, apolitical, a cult figure that
comes to mind wherever there is
need to fight injustice or spearhead change.

Translating
ideas to action
Let me end with two examples of
Gandhiji’s teachings on present
day social activism. First, the story

of Krishnammal, 84 years old and
her husband, Jaganathan, 92 of
Chennai. Inspired by Gandiji’s
emphasis on self-reliance, they
joined Vinoobe Bhave’s Boodhan
Movement, a non-violent social
transformation of rural India.
Through their efforts, about 4 million acres of land was obtained
as donations across several states
in India and distributed to thousands of landless poor. Paying
heed to Gandhiji’s message that
constructive work is the main
hope of India, the couple launched
several initiatives to uplift the lot
of women and the Dalits. Theirs
is truly an inspiring story of love
and sacrifice.
Their son, Dr Bhoomikumar, follows in their footsteps and brings
succour to the children of Cambodia through various programmes
run by Caritas, the French-inspired
humanitarian
organisation. I would request my
friend, Radha, to post this magazine on the Internet so that the
translation of Gandhiji’s ideas
into action by this remarkable family is made widely known.
On a lighter note, let me tell you
about “Gandhigiri” - a way of
dealing with people and making
them realise their mistakes
through gentle persuasion. In the
town of Srinagar, Kashmir, traffic
offenders are given a glass of water by the police and educated
about their mistakes. They are also
told about the risks to their own
lives and those of others due to
their errors.
According to an article in TABLA,
a tabloid published in Singapore,
“Gandhigiri is a relatively recent
term that owes its origin to a
Bollywood musical comedy of
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2006 titled ‘Lage Raho Munna
Bhai’ in which the ideals of nonviolent persuasion advocated by
Mahatma Gandhi were put into
practice to address various problems faced by Indians in present
day society.”
According to the Deputy Inspector-General of Police (Traffic)
Shafqot Watali, in Srinagar the
campaign has already started
yielding results. He adds, “Many
parents have started coming to us
promising complete cooperation.
Perhaps this is a practice that the
traffic police in our cities can emulate to address the mounting traffic problems we face.
As for my friend who made me
sail on this voyage of discovery, I
will tell him that like the messages
given by our saints and sages
through the ages, Gandhi’s teachings are eternal and will stand the
test of time. It is up to us, and to
succeeding generations, to remain
true to them and put them into
practice as best as we can.
The Gandhi Memorial Trust earns
our commendation for dedicating
itself to this noble task. q

K
Kesavapany
is
Singapore’s Non-Resident Ambassador to the
Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan. The above was
his address at the third
Gandhi Memorial Lecture on 2 October 2012 on
the occasion of the UN
International Day of
Non-Violence.

Gandhi's
Wisdom
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT

The
forgotten
road-user

endangered

No priority is given to those who have chosen the most
eco-friendly, non-polluting and healthy means of travel
by Angeline Loh

Tourist trying to cross over to Island Plaza, Tanjung Tokong.

n elderly lady carrying
her market basket full of
groceries was looking
left, right and left again
before crossing a busy road. A
group of school children were also
standing at the side of the road
looking right and left, hoping to
find a suitable gap in the traffic to
dash across the road to the bus
stop on the other side.

A

A man with a crippled leg was

also trying to cross the road. He
could not move as quickly as the
young and energetic schoolchildren and looked worried by the
heavy, fast moving traffic. Would
anyone be kind enough to slow
down or stop to let him limp
slowly and safely across the busy
wide road, with its long, high, concrete divider? There were no gaps
in the concrete barrier to allow a
pedestrian through to cross to the
shops on the opposite side of this
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six-lane road.
The man with the disability
waited for the traffic flow to slow
down to a standstill at the traffic
lights. With a pounding heart and
a prayer - that the traffic lights
would stay red for at least two
minutes, he made his way slowly
and cautiously across, through
the rows of waiting cars, lorries
and motorbikes. Just as he
reached the last row, the traffic

lights turned green and the vehicles he had passed started up
and sped away again into the distance.
Then, he heard loud car horns,
saw flashing lights, and motorists
waving arms from their car windows. He realised they were
shouting at him to move off
quickly. He threw himself as fast
as possible against the concrete
divider to get out of the way of
these impatient motorists.
Is that a pedestrian crossing or a parking lot? No signs to indicate if this is
a zebra crossing.

Traffic on Jalan Tanjung Tokong. See how wide the road is, but no
pedestrian crossing.

No pedestrian crossing for school children. This group was heading for the
bus stop (in the next picture) on Jalan Burma opposite Convent Pulau
Tikus, Penang.
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His ordeal was not yet over, he
limped along the concrete barrier
towards the traffic lights to wait
again in the midst of the traffic
flow, to cross the remaining half
of the road. Another red light to
wait for and another dangerous
journey to the other side. There
was no means or place to safely
cross this six-lane-wide road. It
will always be a life-threatening
risk for him, the elderly lady, the
schoolchildren and numerous
other pedestrians to get across
such roads.
The same risk is taken by bus-users who alight at stops on oneway roads where no pedestrian
crossings exist. They have to risk
their lives crossing a street, especially when the traffic flow is fast
and continuous. It is the rare motorist who considers the pedestrians’ dilemma and stops to allow
them to cross.
Motorists often pay little attention
to road-users on foot. Driving
through red pedestrian traffic
lights is a common offence for
which there seems to be no penalty. Some car drivers curse and
swear when they have to stop at
pedestrian crossings; some completely ignore them even when

there are people using these zebra crossings.

Thoughtless
motorcyclists,
houseowners and drivers
Motorcyclists frequently infringe
on pedestrian spaces, riding
speedily on pavements and walkways meant for pedestrians; disregard pedestrian crossings; and
even scold pedestrians using the
crossings. Car drivers and small
heavy-goods vehicles also encroach on pedestrian spaces by
parking on walkways, stopping
on pedestrian crossings, or turning a blind eye to pedestrian
lights.
There are many roads and places
where pedestrian crossings don’t
even exist. At wide multi-lane
cross-roads, some walkways stop
short of traffic lights and pedestrians have to brave it on foot

squeezing themselves close to the
side of the road as much as possible, in order not to be knocked
down by passing vehicles. Some
roads have no walkways at all.
Regrettably, there are no pedestrian crossings on main roads
fronting a number of local schools
in Penang. Much reliance is
placed on the school traffic wardens, who have a tough job seeing hundreds of school children
across the road at dismissal time.
House-owners often park vehicles
on grass verges along roads in
residential areas. In numerous
instances, house-owners make the
public walkway or grass verge in
front of their houses, part of their
gardens. They even fence off and
landscape these areas, which are
public property, preventing anyone passing-by on foot from having a safe space to walk. Pedestrians are forced to walk on the road,
because thoughtless house-own-

Motorcyclist riding on the walkway.
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ers treat public walkways as part
of their private property.
Some grow bushes on public
walkways, obstructing them.
Growing a tree to provide shade
is one thing, but growing ornamental bushes and low branched
perennials on a public walkway
outside your fence is a danger to
the public. Why? First, it obstructs
the public walkway where anyone can walk safely without having to go onto the road. Second, it
also obstructs the view of drivers
coming out of or turning into road
junctions, thus becoming a potential cause of accidents in the area.
Illegally double-parked vehicles
don’t help to make Malaysian
roads safer. Such thoughtless
behaviour poses a greater danger
than many of the public realise.
Not only does it create a danger
zone obstructing the view of oncoming traffic; it leaves no space

for traffic to avoid knocking down
anyone walking along the road,
and opens illegally parked vehicles to damage and being towed
away or clamped (if law enforcement prevails).

Dangerous
roadworks
and
poorly
maintained
walkways
When roadworks are in progress,
the first road-users whose safety
is usually compromised are pedestrians. Very often no provision

of a safe walkway is made for
those going on foot across the area
where road-works are being carried out. Sometimes, it becomes
very difficult to reach one’s destination because these dangerous
obstacles totally block access to
places.
Pedestrian safety, especially of
those with disabilities and the elderly, is completely compromised
by obstructions on walkways and
pavements like billboards, telephone booths, rubbish bins, garden pots, motorbikes, cars and

No pedestrian crossing on Jalan Burma and Cantonment Road at Pulau
Tikus.

Continuous flow of traffic on Jalan Perak - Bus stop, no pedestrian crossing.
There are many places like this one.
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many other obstructions strewn
on the walkway. Poor maintenance of walkways gives rise to
gaping cracks, holes, or broken
concrete slabs on which a pedestrian could trip and fall by getting
toes or feet caught in these cracks
and holes. Senior citizens, people
with disabilities, small children
and even the able-bodied are thus
endangered.
Uneven walkways or pot-holed
grass verges put those using these
walkways at risk of injury, and
could result in sprained ankles or
broken limbs. Senior citizens as
well as very small children could
easily trip and fall on these uneven walkways. It is virtually impossible for people with disabilities to use them safely. Some walkways and road dividers are built
too high for senior citizens, small
children, the sick and disabled to
climb onto to safely walk along the
road.
Despite all that has been said and
done, apparently in the public interest, pedestrians remain the
most neglected and forgotten of
road-users. There are few safe
places for walkers. No priority is
given to those who have chosen
the most eco-friendly, non-polluting and healthy means of
travel that originates from prehistoric times when homo sapiens learned to stand upright on
two legs. When fuel runs out and
engines break-down, what will
we do but join the walkers, the
millions on foot - the pedestrians
of the world. q
Angeline Loh is an Aliran
executive
committee
member.
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UN
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Malaysian Individual
Year Award

of

Special tribute to Khoo Khay Jin (1948-2011)
Committed social scientist, thinker and public intellectual
hoo Khay Jin was a brilliant social scientist, a
leading public intellectual and an out-of-thebox thinker. He had great personal and intellectual integrity.
He had very high standards and
he lived by them. And although
he had a fearsome intelligence,
was articulate and wrote brilliantly, he was a very unassuming person who never sought any
public limelight. He was a very
humble and loveable person.

across the two states to obtain and
analyse data and input from various stakeholders including
grassroots communities and to
ensure their voices were heard and
taken into consideration in national and state planning. His
commitment towards providing a
voice to these communities continues to be inspiring and noteworthy for all Malaysian development practitioners.

K

One of the best read scholars of
his generation in Malaysia and a
brilliant statistician, Khay Jin was
a multi-talented person and was
also one of those rare individuals
who could speak with penetrating depth and convincing clarity
on a broad range of subjects.
Having trained at Columbia University, New York, he spent a
large part of his career (1975-1995)
as a lecturer in Anthropology and
Sociology in the School of Social
Sciences, Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM), Penang. However,
much of Khay Jin’s best and most
important work as an intellectual
and social activist was accomplished outside the university.
Khay Jin was diagnosed with cancer of the gallbladder sometime in

the middle of 2010, and underwent surgery and treatment at the
Selayang
Hospital,
Kuala
Lumpur. Unfortunately, he succumbed to his illness on 22 December 2011. Malaysia today is a
much poorer place without the
insights of a leading intellectual
luminary such as Khoo Khay Jin.
Apart from being the lead author
of the UN-Government of Malaysia report: “The Millennium Development Goals at 2010”, from
2008 and until his passing, Khay
Jin worked on a joint UNDP and
Economic Planning Unit initiative
to identify strategies to eradicate
poverty and improve employment
and equity restructuring in Sabah
and Sarawak . He was never an
arm-chair critic confined to providing analytical input from behind a desk as he personally took
part in a number of focus group
discussions with communities
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The United Nations would like to
honour him for his lifetime contribution and achievements with
this UN award.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
May we now call on the Deputy
Foreign Minister to present the
UN Award to Mr Khoo Khay Jin,
which will be received by his son
Mr Khoo Wu Chen. q

Presented in conjunction
with UN Day 2012,
Wednesday, 24 October
2012, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia.
A tribute to Khoo Khay Jin
by friends and colleagues
was carried in Aliran
Monthly Vol.32 No1.
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Farewell,

Brother

Charles

His was a total dedication and complete commitment to his
calling. One has to admire his passion for giving of his best
by P Ramakrishnan

rother Charles Levin
sadly passed away in the
early hours of the morning, 4.14am on Sunday,
14 October 2012. He was 85. He
had given 62 years of his life to
the cause of education.

B

He was the longest serving principal of St Xavier•fs Institution. For
13 years, from 1966 – 1979, he held
that position.
He had been with SXI since 1954,
chalking up 25 years of devoted
service to the school. He spent
another 10 years (1982-1992) with
St George•fs Institution in Taiping.
Upon retirement, he returned to
SXI and stayed on for another 20
years before his passing.
Much has been written about his

contributions and achievements.
It serves no purpose to repeat
them. However there is one aspect
of his tenure that needs mentioning.
His headship of SXI was during a
period of unrest in the teaching
profession. Teachers were very
frustrated because their maximum
salaries and status had steadily
and alarmingly eroded. In 1948,
their maximum salary was
RM751; in 1953, it went down to
RM636; and in 1960, it plummeted
to RM560.
On top of that, teachers lost their
government status, became nonpensionable, were denied their
housing allowances and lost their
medical benefits. Women teachers
did not have equal pay. As a reAliran Monthly : Vol.32(9) Page 24

sult, members of the National
Union of Teachers (NUT)
launched a series of industrial
actions, finally culminating in the
one-and-only teachers’ strike in
April 1967 for better benefits.
At that time, SXI had the biggest
union membership; over sixty
teachers were union members.
You can imagine the effect the industrial action had on the school.
But Brother Charles never interfered with the union action; he
never coerced anyone to break
ranks with the union. He understood why they had to do what
they did. And when the teachers
walked out at 10 o’clock in the
morning for their mini strike,
Brother Charles was walking up
and down the corridor to main-

tain discipline.
For 62 years, he had devoted himself to education. His was a total
dedication and complete commitment to his calling. One has to admire his passion for giving of his
best.
Like him, many missionary educators throughout the country
have enriched our education and
turned out many exemplary citizens of character. Their involvement certainly raised the standards of education and inculcated
good values in the students.
All of them came from far off countries, made Malaysia their home,
became citizens and ended their
lives here. But their contributions
have hardly been recognised or
been adequately rewarded. This
is, indeed, shameful.
I have never heard of a single missionary teacher being conferred
the Tokoh Guru title in recognition of and to honour their immense selfless service to educa-
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tion and to the nation. It is not
proper that they be bypassed and
forgotten without any recognition.
That won•ft speak well of us as a
nation.
It is still not too late to rectify this
oversight. It will be in keeping with
this sentiment if Brother Charles
were to be conferred the national
Tokoh Guru title posthumously
next year. This is what the thousands of students who had benefited greatly from the excellent
missionary school education are
looking forward to. We hope that
the Ministry of Education will
look into this. q

P Ramakrishnan is the
immediate past president of Aliran. A Kirkbytrained teacher, he taught
the visually impaired pupils under the integrated
programme for the blind
in SXI from 1965 to 1974.

Letters must not exceed 250
words and must include the
writer's name and address.
Pseudonyms may be used. Send
letters or emails to Editor (see
page 3 for address details).
Views expressed need not reflect
those of Aliran. If e-mailing,
include message in the e-mail
body itself.

Disgusting

dishonesty

The RM4m monetary loss incurred recently by the Malaysian
Paralympic Council (MPC) in its
dubious
investment
arm,
Paralympic Ventures Sdn Bhd is
a glaring eye opener.
The Board of Directors included
MPC President Dato’ Zainal
Abidin Abu Zahrin, his two sons
Idi Irwan and Ilia Ikhwan, together with the MPC Secretarygeneral Kassim Abdul Rahman.
The episode highlights a trend of
similar modus operandi in highhanded misappropriation surfacing more regularly in some bodies entrusted with running and
managing cash-rich charitable
organisations.
These
organisations include orphanages, old folks homes along with
institutions established with the
noble purpose of caring for terminally ill and deserving cases.

and miscellaneous funding flow
in
from
international
organisations, Malaysian corporations and other well wishers.
These donors have ungrudgingly
and generously given millions of
ringgit regularly for worthy
causes such as for the care of the
terminally ill. Credit must be given
to the many dedicated and honest individuals who have meticulously and cautiously managed
the funding and are accountable
for every sen that has been spent
– sincere salutations to this category of people.
Whilst the Accountant General
has regularly and dutifully exposed the glaring discrepancies
and mismanagement of federal
funds in government departments
there has been no such monitoring and exposure of funds managed by these institutions. Millions of ringgit in the form of monetary donations, immovable properties, equipment and valuable
commodities have been donated
to such charitable organisations.
The funds are entrusted to the
Board of Directors and elected
committees acting as trustees to
ensure and in the hope that they
will honestly handle the funding
with the greatest responsibility
and trust. The obligations and responsibility bestowed upon these
trustees is onerous and any
breach of such trust is tantamount
to gross misappropriation bordering on criminality.
It is therefore mandatory that

In these organisations, donations
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those entrusted with such funding should periodically audit and
employ independent accountants
to ensure that there is no mismanagement and misappropriation.
They should not hide behind the
cloak of “private and confidential” in the interest of transparency
and good governance.
A monitoring body must be set up
to expose and bring to book the
culprits of such heinous crimes to
deter those acting as trustees from
siphoning out and mismanaging
such funds. Those in breach
should be brought to book without delay to expose and curb
those indulging in disgraceful
misappropriation of funds meant
for worthy causes.
It is incumbent on the MACC and
other monitoring organisations to
be constantly on the look-out to
expose such fraudulent abuse of
funds donated for worthy causes
and to be rid of the culprits.
San Markan Ganapathi
Penang

NST rings it
own death knell
I completely support Aliran (Vol
32 No 8) when it condemns New
Straits Times as being a newspaper for printing “biased, misleading, unfair, journalistic ethics...”
NST has been viewed by many
people in this country as a paper
that is unpopular and no longer
credible because of its notorious

reputation for printing distorted
facts. It is only loyal to its BN masters and continues to serve as their
political tool.
NST prefers to print or edit news
considered pleasing only to the
ears of the ruling party. It hardly
reports anything from the opposition apart from denial or repudiation if harassed. No wonder
the readership keeps on shrinking and when a survey was done,
only about 500,000 are in circulation for a country with a population of 28m.
Do not blame the once-loyal supporters of NST if they seek information elsewhere e.g. Facebook,
Malaysiakini, CNN, BBC, Aljazeera,
other foreign media and even
Harakah or Aliran could be trusted
to provide fair and balanced reporting.

against the DAP only reveal how
desperate they are.
They keep on harping as if the
DAP is for hudud. This is not true
at all. From day one, the DAP has
been vocally and ferociously
against the implementation of the
hudud.
They have not compromised on
this issue. They have made their
point very clearly on numerous occasions. Ask anyone and they will
tell you that DAP will vigorously
oppose the implementation of
hudud.
But why is it this has not sunk into
the skulls of the MCA?
While they unfairly try to depict
the DAP as a party that cannot be
trusted as far as hudud and Islamic state is concerned, on the
other hand what is their stand on

If one cares to flip open the NST
today or just any day, the pictures
of the Prime Minister of Malaysia
or his wife will dominate the paper as if it is their own personal
diary.
For all its faults, if NST does not
reinvent itself, it is sure to ring its
own death knell.

these issues. Have they opposed
vehemently when Mahathir declared that Malaysia is an Islamic
state? Did they say that they are
opposed to turning Malaysia into
an Islamic state?
What is their stand on the hudud
issue? Have they demanded that
Umno should state they will not
implement hudud? Do that first
and then you can hold up your
head high!
What is the MCA’s stand on the
“Ketuan Melayu”? Are they opposed to it? Will they dare to demand that Umno leaders should
condemn anyone who harps on
“Ketuanan Melayu”? Will they
declare that under the federal constitution all Malaysians are equal
and that there is no place for
“Ketuanan Melayu”?
These are things that they can do
to convince Malaysians where
they stand.

T Y Jewa
Kota Baru

Soi Lek & MCA
are from a
different
planet

If Umno does not want to budge,
will they leave the Barisan
Nasional? Make your position
clear first.

The only issue that Soi Lek and
MCA have these days is hudud
and DAP. They realize that the
DAP together with the Pakatan
Rakyat will bury the MCA for
good come GE13. Their unreasonable attacks and distorted lies

If you do that, there may be hope
for you – otherwise you are finished!
Pro Justice
Johor
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about foreign public relations
groups and spin doctors such as
Apco which are in the business of
shaping public opinion to promote certain leaders and political
parties as paragons of virtue especially as elections approach? Is
this not trying to influence public
perception falsely as certain quarters are now accusing Malaysiakini
of?

A record of Aliran's stand on current affairs.

Bemused by criticism
of
Malaysiakini
Aliran is bemused again. Last
week, the focus of attacks was on
Suaram. This week, they have
turned their attention to
Malaysiakini.
In our statement in response last
week, we mentioned how foreign
interests are affecting the minds
and lives of Malaysians, virtually
on an everyday basis. We made
references to the influence of the
English Premier League, BBC and
CNN telecasts into millions of
households in the region.

Office of Defence Cooperation in
support of the US Embassy in
Malaysia and the US Pacific Command. (We should have also mentioned the Langkawi International
Maritime and Aerospace Exhibition, now in its 12th edition.)
None of the critics of Suaram bothered to respond to these points.
Neither did they show us HOW
Suaram is undermining democracy by receiving foreign funds.
Now we are told that it is not
proper for foreigners to hold directorships or other stakes in local media outfits!

More seriously we highlighted
how we measure economic
growth in terms of, among others,
the quantum of FDI. Why, we even
want to draw in foreign investors
that may be environmentally
harmful e.g. Lynas’ rare earth refinery, RAPID in Pengerang, Johor
and aluminium smelters in
Sarawak!

But then, we note that a leading
“integrated consumer media entertainment group in Malaysia
and Southeast Asia with operations in four key areas of business,
namely Pay-TV, Radio, Publications and Digital Media” has a
non-independent, non-executive
director who appears to be a foreigner.

We also highlighted US support
for military exercises involving
the Malaysian military via the

If we are talking about moulding
public opinion, why only talk
about the media? Why not talk
Aliran Monthly : Vol.32(9) Page 28

Since we are talking about moulding minds, what about education? We now have foreign universities invited to establish
branch campuses in Malaysia.
Often the curriculum is adapted
from abroad and taught by foreign
lecturers – and my, my, in the English Language too!
Then there are the international
schools in Malaysia. Quotas or
restrictions on Malaysians attending such schools have now been
relaxed. Increasingly, these
schools now have free access in
shaping young and impressionable local minds – an exposure
which could be equally dangerous!
If we want to stretch this ridiculous argument, what about the
tens of thousands of Malaysian
youths who have been sent abroad
by the government and their parents to further their studies in Europe, America, South and East
Asia, and the Middle East?
Wouldn’t they too have imbibed
foreign values and ideologies?
Much ado has also been made
about an opposition politician’s
small stake in Malaysiakini as if
that would affect its editorial independence. In that case, what
about Umno’s ownership of
Utusan and MCA’s ownership of
The Star, Nanyang and China Press?

Doesn’t that compromise their independence? Doesn’t that have an
even greater impact in undermining media independence?
Instead of making vague insinuations and innuendos, critics of
Malaysiakini should give us clear
examples of how the foreign presence on its board or foreign funding has resulted in a diabolical
foreign agenda creeping into
Malaysiakini’s reporting that
threatens to undermine democracy.
By the way, Aliran does not receive any foreign funding for any
ongoing programmes nor do we
have a foreigner sitting on our
board of directors. Why, we don’t
even have a board of directors! But
we won’t make any insinuations
against others just because they
might have a foreigner on their
board. After all, we live in an era
of globalisation.
Aliran executive committee
29 September 2012

Malaysiakini’s
right to print

where Malaysians are offered a
whole spectrum of viewpoints via
the media, both mainstream and
alternative, that are free and socially responsible.
In this regard, we hope the Home
Minister will not appeal against
this monumental judgment the
political benefits of which can be
enjoyed by Malaysians from all
walks of life. To appeal the decision would be quite simply antidemocratic.
We look forward to Malaysiakini
hitting the streets — and giving a
big section of the jaded and often
pliant mainstream press a run for
their money.
Aliran executive committee
2 October 2012

Aliran welcomes Kuala Lumpur
High Court Judge Abang Iskandar
Abang Hashim’s bold judgment
in quashing the Home Minister’s
rejection of Malaysiakini’s application for a publishing permit.
Such a significant decision is very
much in line with the principle of
freedom of expression that is enshrined in our Federal Constitution, especially in a country
where the ruling party purportedly aspires to build a Malaysia
that is the “best democracy in the
world”.
Additionally, the court decision
might lead to a healthy situation
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Second
break-in
at Aliran office
Exactly 18 days after the first
break-in at the Aliran office, the
thieves struck again for the second time!
They removed the same grille,
forced open the same window and
entered the same room. That was
as far as they went.
On the first occasion, they had
gained access to the rest of the
building from this room but this
time we had reinforced security
and thus they were unable to
move farther inside the building.
We discovered this break-in on the
morning of 29 September 2011.
They must have struck in the early

hours of 29 September because we
were in the office until midnight
the previous day trying to wrap
up Aliran Monthly.
Following the first break in some
people commented whether
those who committed the breakin were really petty thieves or
something else. They had reason
to doubt because these so-called
thieves were only interested in
the computers used by the past
president, the current president
and the serving treasurer. They
were not interested in the two
other computers, a printer and
some petty cash in the drawer
that were also there for the picking!
Now the same people are wondering if the second break in
was meant to convey the impression that it must be the work
of petty thieves – nothing sinister or ominous about the first
theft! All that we can say is, “We
don’t know!”
We do not wish to speculate or
insinuate. That would not be
right. Most people are of the
opinion that making police reports does not curtail crime or
reduce their frequency. While
we admit that the police cannot
solve every crime that is reported, what is more disturbing
is that criminals seem to realise
this as well, and this only
emboldens them.
Is this why they came back a second time in the knowledge that
they would have their day and go
scot free?
P Ramakrishnan
Executive committee member
3 October 2012

Lust for power
sustained
through
ISA

of democracy. This is the problem
with the BN.

Twenty five years ago, Malaysia
witnessed what one person could
do to sustain his lust for power.
His unabated lust for power unleashed the worst traits in the
Barisan Nasional to imprison 106
innocent Malaysians to keep the
BN in power.

As long as Najib refuses to solemnly pledge that there will be a
peaceful transfer of power should
the Opposition secure a win following the 13th General Election,
Malaysians should remain vigilant and ensure that the victory of
the Opposition will be by a wide
margin. As long as the margin of
victory is respectable, there is
hope that democracy will prevail.

The man behind this dark episode
in our history was none other
than Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad,
the fourth Prime Minister of Malaysia.
On 27 October 1987 the rule of law
was discarded, natural justice
was ignored, the role of the judiciary was overridden, parliamentary democracy was sidelined so
that he could cling on to power at
all costs and by all means.
As Prime Minister, Home Minister and Justice Minister, Mahathir
rode roughshod so that his position would remain safe and sound
and that there would be no one to
challenge him.
Today, more than ever, we must
remember this shameful part of
our history and wonder whether
this will be repeated when the results of the 13th general election
are announced.
The BN is on a very weak wicket
and the possibility of a change in
government is very imminent and
staring in the face of the BN. Will
the sixth Prime Minister emulate
the shameful conduct of Mahathir
in order to cling on to power by
all means?
When one is addicted to power it
is difficult to give it up in the name
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But if the victory is by a very narrow, flimsy margin, then we must
expect the worst to happen.
On this day, it is important for
Malaysians to recall that dark episode in our history and pledge to
ensure that we will never allow a
repeat of that day of infamy. Democracy must never be derailed
again.
Let’s remember that only a change
in government will prevent this
from happening.
P Ramakrishnan
Executive committee member
27 October 2012

LABOUR

AEPF says no to ‘outsourcing’
and short-term contracts
hat was interesting was the outcome of a
workshop entitled ‘Combating Erosion of
Worker and Trade Union Rights’, attended
by close to a hundred participants, who at
the end of the three- and-a-half hour programme on
18 October 2012 afternoon, came up with recommendations, all of which were discussed and
adopted unanimously. (See below)

W

The call was for the abolition of outsourcing [i.e. the
contractor for labour system], and short-term employment contract..
• Regular employment with security of tenure until retirement
• Two-party employment relationships between
principals or owners of workplaces as employers, and workers that work in the said workplaces
as employees of the said principals and owners.

9th

Asia-Europe

People’s

Forum

People’s Solidarity against Poverty and for Sus“People’s
tainable Development: Challenging Unjust and
Unequal Development, Building States of Citizens
for Citizens”

contracts, and if still needed in exceptional situation, should be limited in its use.

Vientiane, Laos, 16-19 October, 2012
Conclusions/Recommendations from the participants of the ‘Combating Erosion of Worker and
Trade Union Rights Workshop’, that took place at
2.00pm, 18 October 2012
A. Employment and Employment Relationship
1 . Ensure that workers have the right to regular employment with security of tenure until retirement.
2. Abolish short-term or fixed duration employment

3 . Ensure two-party employment relationships between principals or owners of workplaces as employers, and workers that work in the said workplaces as employees of the said principals and
owners.
4. Labour suppliers, contractors for labour or labour
outsourcing companies should never be employers of workers.
5 . Abolish manpower/labour outsourcing and all
forms of triangular employment relationships/
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trade agreements include guarantees for labour
conditions and rights of workers
4. CSOs in countries where the production is based
and where the investment is coming from to
strengthen their collaboration.
5 . Trade unions and CSR/ TNC monitoring bodies
should connect workers and their representatives
with the global movement, including AEPF.
D. Recommendation about Trade Unions
1 . When governments and/or ASEM have discussions/engagements with investors, trade unions
must always be part of the process.

arrangements.
B. Worker Rights and Access To Justice
1 . Ensure that all worker rights are respected, including rights of access to avenues of justice, social security, healthcare, compliance with occupational health and safety standards and decent
work.
2. Migrant workers shall be allowed to work and
stay legally until their complaints and claims are
finally adjudicated and settled.
3 . All workers, irrespective of their nationality or
legal status, shall have the right to labour rights,
including a right to form and/or join trade unions
and collective bargaining, consistent with the
international core labour standards.
C. Recommendation about UN/Regional Standards and Instruments
1 . In cases of rights abuse, human rights defenders, including CSR/TNC compliance monitoring bodies, should issue alerts, lobby companies
and governments, raise awareness among the
general population and support workers who
want to fight for their rights.
2. Trade unions and CSR/TNC monitoring bodies
should inform the workers of codes of conduct of
companies and their supply chain, as well as
relevant government policies.
3 . Trade unions and CSR/TNC monitoring bodies
should lobby the governments to ensure that

2. Trade unions must be included in law and decision-making processes at the national, regional
and international levels.
3 . Stronger collaboration between trade unions
across sectors and regions is needed, and a strong
transnational network of trade unions should
be developed.
4. Trade unions of countries of origin and destination countries of migrant workers shall collaborate to ensure protection of the rights of migrant
workers. Portable trade union membership shall
be promoted.
5 . Trade unions shall strengthen their role in monitoring labour law enforcement and CSR compliance.
This workshop was organised by Workers Hub For
Change (WH4C), Network of Action for Migrants in
Malaysia (NAMM), MAP Foundation, Mekong Migration Network (MMN), Clean Clothes Campaign
(CCC), Good Electronics Network and Asia Pacific
Forum On Women Law and Development
(APWLD)
The recommendations/position of this workshop was included in the Final Statement of AEPF, that has been
handed over to the relevant Minister of Laos, who has
given his assurance that this statement will be handed
over and hopefully considered by the leaders of the European and Asian nations that will be meeting in a few days
time. q
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REGIONAL

Japanese citizens’ appeal:

Stop the vicious cycle of
territorial
disputes
apanese civic movements held a press conference on 28 and released a statement on territorial
Japanese
conflicts involving Japan, China, and Korea on 28 September 2012. The statement was initiated
by a small number of activists of peace movement, intellgentsia, media people, and lawyers.
Very dangerous anti-China, anti-Korea chauvinist sentiments are growing in Japan through the
problem of territorial conflicts over several islands under the situation of political and socialeconomic crisis. All the institutional political parties of Japan support the government’s claims
on issues of Japanese sovereignty over these islands.
Over 1900 people, mainly independent peace activists, signed the statement.
The aim of this statement is to stop the chauvinist-nationalist offensive against China and
Korea and to find a solution through the joint effort of people’s movements throughout East
Asia region.
(Source: internationalviewpoint.org)
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ensions in the area
around Japan are heightening through issues related to the ‘Senkaku’ and
‘Takeshima’ islands.

T

This is particularly unfortunate
and saddening as it comes following the birth of the Democratic
Part of Japan government in 2009
with its priority on East Asia and
an equal Japan-US relationship,
and the sympathy and empathy
extended to Japan following the
the 11 March 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami.
Chinese and Korean leaders Wen
Jiabao and Lee Myung Bak visited
the disaster affected areas of Japan and greatly encouraged the
survivors.
Korea and China are both important friends for Japan, and partners in the creation of peace and
prosperity for the region. The economic ties between the nations
cannot be broken, and the importance of this relationship is certain to only become more important from now on. As citizens of
Japan, we are deeply concerned
by the current situation, and declare the following.

Historical

backdrop

The current situation is said to be
a conflict over ‘territory’; however,
it must be remembered that in the
background of both are ‘historical’ issues (Japan’s recent history
as an aggressor in Asia). In the
background of President Lee
Myung Bak’s visit to Takeshima/
Dokdo is the issue of the former
Japanese military “sexual slaves”
known as “comfort women.” In
the summer of 2011, the Korean
Constitutional Court issued a
resolution on this issue.

Based on this, at the summit held
in Kyoto at the end of 2011 President Lee Myung Bak brought up
the issue of the ‘comfort women’;
however, Prime Minister Noda
avoided responding to this directly – said to be at the root of the
current issues. At his speech given
on Korea’s anniversary of liberation on 15 August, following his
visit to Takeshima/Dokdo, President Lee also called for Japan to
take “responsible measures” in
regards to the ‘comfort women’
issue.
Japan’s claims over Takeshima/
Dokdo began in February 1905
during the Russo-Japanese War,
at a time when the colonisation of
Korea was underway and diplomatic rights were already being
lost. For the people of Korea, this
is not an issue of a mere ‘island’,
but a point of origin and symbol
of the invasion and colonial rule.
The Japanese people must understand this fact.
Furthermore, the Senkaku Islands
(known as Diaoyu in mainland
China and Diaoyutai in Taiwan)
were incorporated within Japanese territory in January 1895 as
the outcome of the Sino-Japanese
War could be seen, and three
months later Taiwan and the
Penghu Islands became colonies
of Japan. Both of these territorial
claims were made within a situation where Korea and China were
respectively at their weakest, and
where it would have been impossible to make diplomatic claims.
This year marks the 40th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Japan and China, and
many events to mark the friendship between countries have been
planned and prepared. The cause
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for this friendship to be changed
into conflict was the declaration
by Governor of Tokyo Ishihara
Shintaro to purchase the Senkaku
Islands, and the Japanese
Government’s declaration of their
intent to nationalise the islands
as a response to this.
From the Chinese perspective, it
should not be surprising that
these actions were seen to go
against the tacit “agreement” to
put aside the issue of territory
since the normalisation of diplomatic relations, and seen as acts
of provocation. It must be said that
domestic criticism of Governor
Ishihara’s acts was weak. (Furthermore, Prime Minister Noda’s
announcement of the intent to
nationalise the islands was made
on 7 July. This is the anniversary
of the ‘Lu Gou (Marco Polo) Bridge
Incident’ of 1937, which marked
the beginning of Japan’s comprehensive invasion of China, and is
remembered in China as the 7.7
Incident. Thus, it must be noted
that this is a date which cannot
be forgotten by the citizens.)

Curbing

nationalism

Territorial issues rock nationalism in any country, and are thus
utilised by political authorities as
an outlet for domestic contradictions and frustrations. Action on
one side leads to actions from another, this continues to escalate,
and has the undeniable risk of
developing into an uncontrollable
situation such as an armed clash.
We oppose any use of violence,
and emphasise that the issue
should be resolved through
peaceful dialogue.
The politics and media of each
country involved has the respon-

sibility to curb nationalism, and
take calm measures. In such times
as now where we are falling into
a vicious cycle, the role of media
to stop the escalation of nationalistic sentiments, reflect upon history, and call for calm is even
more important.
In regards to ‘territory’, consultation and dialogue are the only
options. For this reason, Japan
must revise its fictitious position
that “no territorial issues exist” (in
regards to the Senkaku Islands).
Without acknowledging the existence of this issue, no consultations
or negotiations can take place. In
addition, it must be said the concept of fixed “inherent territory”
is not something that can really
be true for any party.
During the period of consultation
and negotiation at the very least,
the current situation should be
maintained and provocative actions from all sides should be
curbed. Fundamental rules and
boundaries of action related to this

issue should be created. On 5 August, Taiwanese President Ma
Ying-Jeou announced the “East
China Sea Peace Initiative.” This
called for self-restraint to prevent
the escalation of tensions, putting
aside fighting, not abandoning
channels of dialogue, consensus,
and setting standards for activities within the East China Sea –
extremely calm and logical recommendations. Such voices should
be further shared and strengthened.
The marine area arround the
Senkaku Islands has been a place
of both fishing, exchange and life
for Taiwanese and Okinawan
people, an ocean of production. The
fishermen of Taiwan and Okinawa
do not wish for the Senkaku Islands to become the focus of a conflict between states. We should respect the voices of those living and
working in the area.

The

way

Japan to recognise, regret, and
clearly express its own historical
issues
(its
invasion
of
neighbouring countries). Reconfirmation should be made of
agreements between Japan and its
neighbours such as the 1972 Japan-China Joint Communique,
the 1978 Japan-China Peace and
Friendship Treaty, the 1998 JapanKorea Partnership Declaration
and the 2002 Japan-DPRK
Pyongyang Declaration; as well
as its own statements regarding
historical recognition such as the
1993 Statement by the Chief Cabinet Secretary Kono Yohei, the
1995 Statement by Prime Minister
Murayama Tomiichi, and the
2010 Statement by Prime Minister
Kan Naoto.
Following this, Japan should
clearly express its intention to
deepen reconciliation, friendship and cooperation with
neighbouring countries. The

forward

The most important point is for
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REGIONAL

The

Phnom

Penh

Resolution

Adopted by all the participants from 19 countries and
territories at the East Asian Conference of NGOs on History
and Peace on 18-20 October 2012 at Phnom Penh, Cambodia

W

e, representative of
NGOs participating in
the East Asian Conference,

Recalling that the International
NGO Conferences on History
and Peace since 2007 have
played a role of catalyst to promote the necessity of historical reconciliation and peace
building in East Asia to enhance solidarity networks
among NGOs working in the
related fields;
Reiterating that hegemonic acts
of militarism, chauvinistic nationalism, colonial expansionism, and a failure to address
past issues and grievances, including irresponsible denial of
past war crimes, are obstructing the road to historical reconciliation and a regional
peaceful community in East
Asia; and
Recognising that the survival of
humanity relies on ecologically
sound development and an equitable share of and access to
natural resource for common
people, and that the governments,
civil
society
organisations, corporations

and NGOs in East Asia need
to warn against the mounting
tensions ignited by anachronistic maritime territorial claims
and diplomatic overtures and
military operations by the concerned countries;
Hereby
1 . Reaffirm that historical reconciliation shall be an essential prerequisite to transform a culture of conflict
and confrontation to a culture of peace and cooperation in East Asia, and that
Japan needs to take necessary measures to resolve the
pressing issues like distorted textbook versions of
history and military sexual
slavery known as sexually
abused comfort women
during the war time;
2 . Acknowledge that the latent
and manifest maritime territorial and transboundary
regional resource disputes
in East Asia are deeply
rooted in the legacy of the
past colonial history in the
region and are posing serious threats to people’s aspiration for peace and equiAliran Monthly : Vol.32(9) Page 36

table prosperity in East Asia
and around the globe;
3 . Appeal that the disputing
parties in the region should
stop their military deployment and operations immediately and resolve the conflicting issues through dialogue and peaceful means in
conformity with the spirit
and letter of the Charter of
the United Nations;
4. Support the statement of
over 1,000 citizens and NGO
leaders of Japan publicised
on 28 September 2012 to appeal to the conflicting governments to stop the vicious
cycle of territorial disputes;
5 . Urge that the governments,
civil society organisations
and NGOs in North and
South East Asia take necessary actions to establish a
regional mechanism for conflict prevention, and peace
settlement by seeking ways
of building a regional community of common security,
peace and cooperation.
Adopted and declared by
• Samuel Lee, President of the

•

•

•
•
•

International NGO History
Forum, The Republic of Korea
Lau Kin Chi, Co-Chair of Interim Executive Committee
for ARENA (Asian Regional
Exchange for New Alternatives), China
Hasjim Djalal, Director of
Center for South East Asian
Studies, Indonesia
Naoko Jin, Representative
of Bridge for Peace, Japan
Francis KW Loh, President
of Aliran, Malaysia
Chantana Banpasirichote

Wungaeo, Board Member of
Chulalongkorn University
Peace and Conflict Studies
Center, Thailand
• Jeudy Oeung, Cambodian
Human Rights Action Committee, Cambodia
• Kijoon Hong, Professor at
the Graduate Institute of
Peace Studies, Kyung Hee
Univ. Korea
• And 70 representatives
from 19 countries at the
2012 East Asian Conference
of NGOs on History and
Peace q

Continued from page 35
results of joint historical research on both the governmental and citizens’ level between
Japan and Korea and Japan and
China should be once again revisited, as should the joint statement made between intellectual
leaders of Japan and Korea in
2010 stating the invalidity of the
1910 Treaty of Annexation of
Korea.
Joint development and use of the
resources in the areas of ‘territory’
now under dispute is the only
way forward. While sovereignty
cannot be divided, it is possible to
jointly develop, manage and distribute resources in the area including fishing resources. Rather
than clashing over sovereignty,
the countries involved should
pursue dialogue and consultation
to come to an understanding over
resources and share interests. We
must shift the seeds of conflict
which flare up territorial nationalism, and instead use them as a
foundation for regional cooperation.
The burden on Okinawa must not
be increased as a result of the current situation, through the
strengthening of the US-Japan Security Pact in the name of the current tensions with neighbouring
countries, or the deployment of the
V-22 Osprey, the new type of vertical take off and landing transport aircraft.
Finally, we propose to create
frameworks for dialogue on a nongovernmental, citizens’ level between Japan, China, Korea,
Okinawa and Taiwan, with a
view towards the future in good
faith and with mutual trust. q
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IS THIS THE END OF SUARAM? Continued from page 40
In the decade between 1998 and
2008, Wall Street spent US$5bn in
campaign contributions to both
the political parties, and deployed
3,000 lobbyists across Capitol Hill
to get its way. “Wall Street has a
lot of money and Congress can be
bought on the cheap.”
That was a major reason for Wall
Street to be the most powerful economic, political and social force
in the US, both before and after the
2007 crisis.
A few years ago, the US Supreme
Court removed all limits on political contributions in order to promote “free speech and expression”. This has resulted in the
growth of the “Super-Pacs”
which have played and will play
significant roles in the outcome of
this November’s presidential elections between Obama and Romney. Billions of dollars are spent
not just on the media, but literally
“to buy votes”.
In England, Big Business supports
the Tory party while trade unions
substantially fund the Labour
Party. Perhaps the worst incidents
of corruption of politicians occur
in India, which in the last decade
has charged scores of sitting
Members of Parliament for financial irregularities.
Malaysian politicians, particularly from Umno, are no better.
The term ‘money politics’ entered
our vocabulary decades ago.
When Joseph Pairin’s government
fell in the late 1990s, by massive
defections shortly after it was duly
elected at the Sabah state elections,
party hopping (that happened)

did not take place for reasons of
fundamental principles! Instead,
it was money, pure and simple.
Likewise, ideological reasons did
not prompt three Pakatan assembly members to cross the floor in
2009 - which resulted in the fall of
the state government which had
enjoyed popular support in Perak.
Therefore political parties should
be the last to complain about
NGOs receiving funding!
How else are Suaram and other
like-minded organisations to fund
their laudable activities? Their officers already sacrifice their time
and energy for what they perceive
as a noble cause — at the very
minimum, they would be much
more comfortable financially if
they had “proper” private sector
positions.
In order for these associations to
carry out their tasks, they need
substantial financial resources. In
a recent public statement in support of Suaram, Amnesty International reminded our government
of Article 13 of the 1998 UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders which apparently provides that “organisations have the
right to solicit, receive and utilise
resources for the express purpose
of promoting and protecting human rights”.
The “de facto” Law Minister,
Nazri Aziz, immediately responded to say that it is “alright
for NGOs to receive foreign funding, but they should not be used
by outsiders as mercenaries to attack the government”. He went so
far as to say that there are “good”

Aliran Monthly : Vol.32(9) Page 38

NGOs like the Malaysian Aids
Council because that is “for a
good cause”.
So Nazri Aziz and the Cabinet are
the arbiters: if an NGO does not
criticise the government, it exists
for “a good cause”, but if it condemns the government, that is not
acceptable.

Fundamental
liberties
under the Federal
Constitution
Part II of our Constitution, which
is the supreme law of the land,
contains numerous fundamental
liberties or freedoms which cannot be removed by Parliament or
by Courts. Article 10(1) (c) guarantees “all citizens the right to
form associations”. This right
must be read with the right to freedom of speech and expression
and the right to assemble peacefully.
Other critical rights are the liberty
of the person under Article 5(1),
the right to equal protection of the
law under Article 8(1), the right
not to be discriminated under Article 8(2) and freedom of religion
under Article 11.
The most important constitutional case ever decided by the
Courts of Malaysia concerns
“freedom of association” under
Article 10(1)(c). The Supreme
Court decision in the Nordin
Salleh case in 1992 recognised for
the very first time the principle
that in deciding on the validity of
state action, the Court must look
at its effect or consequence on the
exercise of any fundamental lib-

erty: if the result of state action was
to render any fundamental liberty
meaningless or illusory, the Court
would strike down such state action.
In my opinion, the totality of the
relentless state action against
Suaram over the past three
months is unconstitutional under
the Nordin Salleh test, and must
cease immediately.
Although “freedom of association” is guaranteed under Article
10(1)(c) of the Federal Constitution, Parliament has passed numerous Acts which regulate and
govern different types of associations, for instance:•
•
•
•
•

companies;
societies;
trade unions;
co-operative societies; and
partnerships.

Each kind of association comes
under the regulation of a civil servant, whether known as the ROC,
ROS or Registrar of Trade Unions.
Each is a bureaucrat, who takes
directions and orders from Ministers, the Attorney General or
other governmental official. All

these departments are part of the
government in the wider sense of
the word — the establishment, if
you will.

in the Suaram affair. There is absolutely no trace of independence
and fairness in their conduct.

What
Perhaps the best illustration of the
way in which the government
controlled the decisions of a Registrar was in the wake of the Umno
Team A v. Team B dispute in 1987.
After the High Court had ruled
that Umno was illegal, Dr
Mahathir quickly applied to the
ROS to form ‘Umno Baru’. His
application was approved immediately. When former Prime Ministers Tunku Abdul Rahman and
Hussein Onn tried to form Umno
1946, the ROS refused to process
their application.
Subsequently, all the assets of the
original Umno were seamlessly
transferred to ‘Umno Baru’ and
after a decent interval, even the
word ‘Baru’ was dropped.
Throughout these episodes, the
ROS behaved in a biased manner,
always favouring the ruling
party. Examples can be multiplied: you get the point!
The Companies Commission of
Malaysia, the new name for the
ROC, has not behaved any better
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next

Suaram should stand steadfast in
their struggle. They should start a
fund to which all Malaysians (and
indeed foreigners) should be invited to contribute, say, one
ringgit.
And most importantly, this is not
the end of Suaram: it is only the
beginning of the struggle. There
are many battles to conquer.
For Malaysians, if you needed
another reason to punish the highhanded government which has
ruled your nation for an unbroken continuous period of 55 years,
the wholly unjustified intimidation of Suaram provides you with
one.
Please exercise your right to vote
the ‘correct way’ on ballot day,
which will have to take place in
the coming nine months! q
Tommy Thomas is a leading constitutional lawyer.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Is this the end of Suaram?
It is only the beginning of the struggle. There are many battles to
conquer.
by Tommy Thomas
extend sympathy and
best wishes from all
right-thinking Malaysians to the brave individuals behind Suaram for standing firm against the harassment,
intimidation, threats and bullying
by the mighty power of the mighty
State.

I

So why has Suaram been singled
out since this July for this terrible
treatment?
Because of Suaram’s courageous
pursuit of truth on the commissions and other monies paid out
by defence contractors to certain
Malaysians in the submarine
deals.

Malaysian politicians, whose
principal source of income, is using other people’s money, to make
this claim. It is the height of hypocrisy.
It is an iron law of history and
politics, that all politicians in all
countries throughout history are
dependent on funding from various sources, including companies, trade unions, bankers and
individuals. That is how politicians live, and when they are sufficiently seduced by other
people’s money, compromises are
made!

Continued on page 38

The reason given by the politicians for investigating Suaram is
that it receives funding from foreign sources!
Let me state at the outset: To my
knowledge, there is no law passed
by our Parliament that prohibits
any association or organisation
from receiving monies from any
source to fund its activities or use
them for any other purpose.

The
height
of
hypocrisy
But what is really shocking is for
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Tommy Thomas

