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n the 12th general elec-
tion of 8 March 2008, the
Barisan Nasional (BN)
did not only lose its two-

thirds majority in parliament; it
also lost control of five of the 13
states. There have been various
follow-on developments since
then, among them, former prime
minister Dr Mahathir Mohamad’s
assault on Abdullah Badawi’s
leadership; soul-searching re-
views by the BN component par-
ties on why they fared so badly;
and a more lively parliament what
with a record number of 82 oppo-
sition MPs. Perhaps the most sig-
nificant developments that will
have a medium-term as well as a
long-term impact on the structure
and process of Malaysian politics
are the formation of the Pakatan
Rakyat (PR) opposition coalition
(which augurs well for the forma-
tion of a two-party system) and the
restructuring of federal-state rela-
tions.

This article focuses on
Malaysian federalism, which is
one of the most centralised fed-
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These are exciting times for Malaysia. Following the
political tsunami, many analysts have discussed the
new political landscape in the country. One crucial
area, however, has not received enough attention:
the changing dynamics of federal-state relations.

Francis Loh addresses this deficit with a cover story
that traces the factors that have contributed towards
Malaysia’s centralised federal system,. This system
is now under pressure with the new march towards
decentralisation and good governance. The increas-
ing cooperation among the five Pakatan Rakyat-led
states could facilitate this shift as these state gov-
ernments act as checks on the excesses of the federal
government.

Another source of checks could come from civil so-
ciety. Activists in Penang have handed over the
Penang Declaration to the Penang Chief Minister,
outlining their  hopes for more consultation and
greater space for their activities.

Ong Eu Soon, meanwhile, urges the PR state gov-
ernments to look at alternative options for solid
waste management that build on public participa-
tion.

Aliran mourns the passing of one of its members,
Rustam Sani, widely regarded as the country’s lead-
ing public intellectual. Recognising his lifelong con-
tribution to truth and justice, we carry a series of
tributes from Clive Kessler, Francis Loh and
Rustam’s children Azrani and Ariani during the
posthumous launch of two of his books.

Finally, three refugees tell us their side of the story:
heart-rending tales of tragedy, persecution and ex-
ploitation both in  their own countries and in Ma-
laysia.
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eral systems in the world [see
accompanying story on why this
is so], and discusses the on-go-
ing restructuring of federal-state
relations. Restructuring will cre-
ate some controversy princi-
pally because the BN federal
government refuses to make a
distinction between government-
to-government ties and party-to-
party ties. Put another way, the
BN federal government is reluc-
tant to share power, revenue and
resources with the PR-led states,
except on its own terms.

This is why the federal govern-
ment has moved so quickly to con-
solidate its control over develop-
ment funds, to review whether or
not to implement major projects in
the PR-led states, and to insist on
bypassing the state governments
by re-channelling those funds to
federal agencies at the state level,
should it decide to provide devel-
opment funds to those states. This
modus operandi takes its cue from
how the BN government had dealt
with the opposition-led states of
Kelantan and Sabah during the
1980s and early 1990s.

But due to the formation of the PR
opposition coalition and its com-
ing to power in five states (includ-
ing three of the richest states in
the peninsula), the bullying tac-
tics of old will not work anymore.
One reason for this is that the three
rich states are tied into the global
economy and are not as depend-
ent on the federal government as
Kelantan and Sabah were some 15
years ago. Recent developments, I
argue, augur well for a fairer and
more just distribution of power
and development benefits. As in
the rest of the world, the march
towards democratisation, decen-
tralisation and good governance
in Malaysia is on.

The BN’s attempt to restore the
old Umno-led system of political
dominance cannot succeed. It can
only stall this march momentar-
ily. Alas, the fallout between the
BN and PR-led states is another
season of silly episodes, some of
which will cause political contro-
versy, though hopefully they will
not jeopardise development and
stability.

Consider the following

• Deputy Chief Minister II of
Penang cum State Executive
Councillor in charge of Educa-
tion and related matters, Dr P
Ramasamy, was disallowed
from distributing spectacles to
223 needy children in Tamil
primary schools during school
hours, although this had been
the practice of his BN pred-
ecessor. Consequently,
Ramasamy was forced to dis-
tribute the spectacles on a Sat-
urday, outside of school hours.
Apparently, the federal-con-
trolled Education Department
had recently advised school
heads ‘to take a neutral stand’
and not invite MPs or state as-
sembly members for their
school functions. Teachers in
Penang have also been told
that attendance at official func-
tions organised by the new PR-
led state government is not
compulsory: ‘explanation let-
ters for failing to attend such
functions’ are no longer nec-
essary (The Star, 16 May 2008).

· Kedah Menteri Besar Azizan
Abdul Razak has teasingly
suggested that he might have
to erect billboards of himself in
front of schools because his
photograph will not to be dis-
played in schools in Kedah

state, apparently (The Star, 11
May 2008).

• Minister of Tourism Azalina
Othman Said unilaterally can-
celled all  memorandums of
understanding (MOUs) be-
tween her ministry’s
Malaysian Tourism Action
Council (TAC) and the newly
elected governments of the five
PR-led states. The existing
State Tourist Action Councils
(TACs) for Selangor, Perak,
Penang and Kedah, tradition-
ally headed by the Executive

A list of silly episodes

Azalina Othman Said: CancelledAzalina Othman Said: CancelledAzalina Othman Said: CancelledAzalina Othman Said: CancelledAzalina Othman Said: Cancelled
all MOUsall MOUsall MOUsall MOUsall MOUs

Deputy Chief Minister II:Deputy Chief Minister II:Deputy Chief Minister II:Deputy Chief Minister II:Deputy Chief Minister II:
Disallowed from distributingDisallowed from distributingDisallowed from distributingDisallowed from distributingDisallowed from distributing
spectaclesspectaclesspectaclesspectaclesspectacles
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Councillor in charge of Tour-
ism affairs in those states, were
dissolved and then reconsti-
tuted under the direct control
of the Tourism Minister in
Putrajaya.. From now on, all
federal funds spent in the pro-
motion of tourism will be chan-
nelled directly to the newly cre-
ated TACs under the control of
BN in these four PR-led states,
rather than to the state govern-
ments.

Hence the Penang state gov-
ernment cried foul when it
was left in the dark about the
ministry-organised World
Music Festival held in
Penang from 4-6 May.  There
is now concern that the fed-
eral government, contrary to
past practice, might not co-
operate with the Penang and
other PR-led state govern-
ments in funding ‘s ignal
events’ such as the Interna-
tional Dragon Boat World
Championship (involving
4,400 participants from 22
countries) scheduled for July
2008 in Penang. Only half a
million ringgit of the total
promised funds had been
forwarded to the Penang
state government by the min-
istry,  prompting the execu-
tive councillor in charge to
look for new funding from the
private sector.

• Entreprenuer and Cooperative
Development Minister Noh
Mohamed has similarly an-
nounced that all funds for fed-
eral projects under his minis-
try would now be distributed
through Mara rather than by
the State Economic Develop-
ment Corporations (SEDCs) in
the PR-led states (The Star, 27
April 2008).

• Minister of Rural and Regional
Development Muhammad
Muhammed Taib has prom-
ised that all village chiefs and
village development and secu-
rity committee (JKKK) members
in PR-led states who resign
from their posts would, none-
theless, ‘continue to get their
allowances from the federal
government’!  ‘Once the 2,000
chiefs in Selangor, Perak,
Kedah and Penang have re-
signed, they will be absorbed
into a new committee’ under
his ministry and will continue
to get their allowance of
RM400 and other miscellane-
ous allowances. ‘Their duties
will be the same as usual and
they will take care of the same
villages, but they will now be
working under the federal gov-
ernment,’ he revealed. Appar-
ently, these JKKKs will be re-
named JKKKP (Jawatankuasa
Kemajuan dan Keselamatan
Kampung Persekutuan), placed
under a Federal Development
Coordinating Committee, un-
der whose auspices, all federal
projects would be coordinated.

Meanwhile, the PR-led state
governments have announced
plans to elect new village
chiefs to head the existing
JKKKs.  These new chiefs
would be required to undergo
training so that they would
understand the PR govern-
ments’ policies and commu-
nity programmes better. Invari-
ably, two different sets of vil-
lage heads and committees
would result, having overlap-
ping duties and incurring un-
necessary expenditure and
wastage of funds. Some of the
pro-BN chiefs were accused of
removing furniture and equip-
ment from the community

halls in Penang and Kedah
(The Star, 9 April, 25 April and
16 May 2008).

• Minister of Housing and Lo-
cal Government Ong Ka
Chuan has called for the re-
vival of the JKKKs in Chinese
New Villages (CNVs) which
fall under the purview of his
ministry. Once revived, they
would be known as JKK
Kampong Baru. His ministry
would disburse federal funds
for roads and drains, etc, to the
CNVs via the JKK Kampong
Barus, no longer via the state
governments. Oddly, the min-
ister also opposed the initiative
of the Perak state government
to give out freehold titles to the
CNVs and kampong tersusun
without prior approval of fed-
eral authorities (The Star, 29
March 2008 and New Straits
Times, 27 April 2008).

• During question time in par-
liament, Selangor Executive
Councillor in charge of indus-
trial affairs Teresa Kok com-
plained that she had not been
able to meet with  Malaysian
Industrial Development Au-

Teresa Kok: Unable to meet MidaTeresa Kok: Unable to meet MidaTeresa Kok: Unable to meet MidaTeresa Kok: Unable to meet MidaTeresa Kok: Unable to meet Mida
officersofficersofficersofficersofficers
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thority (Mida) officers. She
wanted to know whether and
how the Ministry of Interna-
tional Trade and Industry was
planning to work with
Selangor and other PR-led
states to attract foreign invest-
ments.

• The Kelantan Community De-
velopment Department
(Kemas) under the charge of the
federal Rural and Regional De-
velopment Ministry com-
plained that the Pas govern-
ment was not cooperating with
them. Kemas’s plans to imple-
ment a RM24 million complex
(training hall, hostel, play-
ground and recreational area)
and run 682 kindergartens in
Kelantan were being stalled
because no state land was be-
ing allocated for the proposed
projects. The Pas-led govern-
ment retorted that federal agen-
cies had not paid their past
rentals of state properties and
that there was still a decade-
old shortfall in disbursing
funds to the local authorities
in Kelantan (The Star, 8 May
2008).

• There have also been the she-
nanigans involving the
Selangor State Wives of As-
semblymen and MPs Welfare
and Charity Organisation
(Balkis), Persatuan Bunga
Tanjung (the Penang counter-
part of Balkis), and Bidara (the
Kedah counterpart of Balkis).
In the first instance, some
RM9.9 million was transferred
from Balkis to its federal-level
big sister, the Association of
Wives of Ministers and Deputy
Ministers(Bakti). In the case of
Bunga Tanjung, a transfer of
some RM350,000 was in-
volved. These transfers, took

place immediately after the BN
parties in those states lost the
elections, raising queries about
the legality of those transfers,
as well as the extent to which
these organisations were po-
litical in nature, rather than
charitable organisations as
claimed.

What these silly episodes high-
light is an attempt by the BN fed-
eral government to prevent politi-
cal power and financial resources
from being transferred from the
centre to the states, despite the
rakyat’s electoral preference for the
opposition in the five states in the
2008 polls.

In effect, the BN federal govern-
ment refuses to acknowledge the
necessary distinction in federal
systems between government-to-
government ties from party-to- party
ties. The norm in federal systems
all over the world is to anticipate
and expect a mix of different par-
ties coming to power at the differ-
ent levels of government, to recog-
nise the rights of both the central
as well as the state governments
and to share power and funds ac-
cordingly - regardless of party af-
filiations.

For instance, in Australia, the fed-
eral government can be Labour-
led, while particular states might
be in the hands of the Liberals.  Or,
as in India, Congress might rule
in New Delhi, but particular states
such as West Bengal might be in
the hands of the Communists or,
in the case of Maharashtra, in the
hands of the BJP.  The federal and
the state governments in these
places learn to share power and

revenue with one another and to
cooperate too. Why, in many situ-
ations, the state governments of
different political hues might
gang-up together against the fed-
eral government to fight for greater
state rights, regardless of party
backgrounds. This is especially
common in mature democracies
such as Canada, Switzerland,
Germany and Austria.

Not so in Malaysia. Used to domi-
nating the entire political system
at all levels for some 50-odd years,
it is no surprise that the BN fed-
eral government refuses to accept
this distinction and is resorting to
various machinations to by-pass
the PR-led state governments.

Moreover, it is generally acknowl-
edged nowadays that the federal
system, by definition a system of
government that shares power
between central and state authori-
ties, is the preferred way to pro-
mote and to institutionalise de-
mocracy. In this regard, the at-
tempts by the BN to centralise
power and to control develop-
ment funds and their disburse-
ment to local areas through fed-
eral agencies are retrogressive
moves indeed.  These moves
clearly highlight the undemo-
cratic character of the BN, which
apparently refuses to accept the
rakyat’s choice of the PR govern-
ments at the state level.

This is not the first time that the
opposition has taken control of the
state governments.  Kelantan has
been under the rule of the opposi-
tion Parti Islam SeMalaysia (Pas,
previously the Pan Malaysian Is-
lamic Party or PMIP) for an ex-

Unjust and
undemocratic past

p r a c t i c e s

G o v e r n m e n t - t o -
government ties versus

party-to-party ties
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tended period, except when Pas
was part of the BN coalition dur-
ing the early 1970s. Terengganu
has also been governed by Pas in
1959-1964, and again in 1999-
2004, while Sabah was under PBS
(Parti Bersatu Sabah) rule from
1985 to 1994. (The Parti Gerakan
Rakyat Malaysia or Gerakan also
emerged victorious in Penang in
1969.  But in the aftermath of the
May 13 racial riots, Gerakan re-
emerged as a BN component
party).

The machinations used today to
bypass the five PR-led govern-
ments appear to take their cue
from the BN’s past dealings with
the opposition-led states, espe-
cially during the 1990s.

In 1991, the federal government
had redirected development allo-
cations under the Sixth Malaysia
Plan 1991-95 away from the PBS-
controlled Sabah and Pas-control-
led Kelantan state governments to
the BN-controlled Federal Devel-
opment Offices newly established
in Kota Kinabalu and Kota Bahru
respectively.  Only grants duly
specified in the Constitution were
provided directly to the state gov-
ernments. In fact, development
allocations for the two states were
cut in the Mid-term Review of the
Sixth Malaysia Plan, apparently
because of ‘constraints in the im-
plementation capacity in these
states’. But other BN-controlled
states which had lower rates of
project implementation had their
allocations increased instead.

During this period, the chief min-
ister of Sabah and his Kelantan
counterpart were no longer auto-
matically invited to meetings on
development matters involving
executives of the state govern-

ments either. In the case of Sabah,
the federal government also im-
posed a ban on the export of tim-
ber logs, ostensibly to promote the
development of the local wood-
based industries.  Sabah, which
derived almost 50 per cent of state
revenue from forestry earnings,
was severely affected. Earnings
fell from RM884 million in 1992
to RM685 million in 1993, and
about the same in 1994.

In part because of such financial
constraints, Sabah’s economic
performance turned sluggish
when the PBS was in power.
Whereas the rest of the country
experienced an average 8-9 per-
cent growth over 1990-93, Sabah’s
average growth rate was only four
per cent. Lagging development
was keenly felt by Sabahans. Con-
sequently, they were attracted by
the BN Sabah’s promise to rejuve-
nate the economy through a vari-
ety of projects – rural development
programmes, low cost housing
schemes, improved facilities for
schools and the setting up of a
university, industrialisation
through the establishment of free
trade zones, together, packaged as
‘New Sabah’.

In the run up to polling day in
1994, seed grants for these projects,
as well as funds for myriad other
purposes – independent Chinese
schools, rural co-operatives,
roads, clinics, and mosques –
were distributed. Put another way,
the BN argued that it was only
through BN-rule that Sabah
would experience development.
And it successfully starved the
PBS state government of develop-
ment funds, which it distributed
through the Federal Development
Office with the cooperation of the
BN parties in the state.

That said, it is not possible and
probably counter-productive for
the federal government, to try to
bully the five PR-led states in the
same manner it bullied Sabah and
Kelantan in the 1990s. Not with-
standing the BN’s stalling tactics,
it is likely that federal-state rela-
tions will be restructured in more
decentralised and democratic
ways. There are three reasons for
this optimism.

First, it is the first time that five
states have fallen into opposition
hands simultaneously. More than
that, these five states belong to a
common opposition coalition.
Apparently, they have formed
secretariats to coordinate and
streamline their administration
policies, including on how to
manage their relations with the
federal government. Regular meet-
ings among the five mentris besar
and chief minister are also in the
pipeline.

Second, unlike in the 1990s, the
opposition now controls
Selangor, Penang and Perak, all
located in the industrial belt and
among the richest states. (The PR-
coalition also governs Kelantan
and Kedah, among the poorest
states). Unlike Sabah and
Kelantan, which were much
poorer, and therefore more de-
pendent on development funds
from the federal government,
Selangor and Penang in particu-
lar are linked to the new global
economy.

No doubt, the five states would
benefit from federal funds for ma-
jor infrastructural projects.  For

Towards more
decentralised and

democratic federalism?
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this reason, they have held meet-
ings with federal leaders to con-
firm that projects identified in the
Ninth Malaysia Plan will proceed.
The Penang and Perak govern-
ments have also called upon the
federal government to distribute
funds allocated to the Northern
Corridor Economic Region plan,
now that their governments had
officially adopted the Northern
Corridor Implementation Act
2008. They also expressed the
hope that they would be repre-
sented in the NCER board of di-
rectors.

However, there is concern that the
federal authorities might be con-
ducting a review of these plans
and that a delay of some of these
projects is in the offing. Hence, the
numerous press reports on these
matters recently.

That said, the Selangor, Penang
and Perak governments in par-
ticular, are also quite capable of
sustaining themselves even if
there is a cutback in federal funds.
After all, the Kelantan government
has been able to maintain itself
these past years despite being de-
nied its fair share of development
funds. More than that, the Penang
state government, for instance, has
boasted that it is confident of
bringing into the state at least
RM3.8 billion worth of foreign and
local investments by May, easily
exceeding the original target for
2008.

In the case of Selangor, the state
can also boast ownership of sev-
eral listed companies including
Kumpulan Perangsang Selangor
Berhad (KPS) and its 56.47 per
cent-owned Kumpulan Hartanah
Selangor Bhd (KHSB). Both are
controlled by Kumpulan Darul

Ehsan Bhd (KDEB), also listed,
which is the state’s ‘special pur-
pose agency to undertake invest-
ments’. At any rate, it would be
foolhardy to jeopardise the
economy of Selangor, which ac-
counts for almost 17 per cent of
national GDP, according to the
Selangor government.

Third, with the increased number
of PR Members of Parliament,
there would be much hue and cry
in Parliament, quite apart from
loud protests from the PR-led state
governments and the rakyat in
those states, should the federal
government attempt to deny the
five states development funds.
Besides, as the critical industrial
hubs of the national economy, the
federal government, if it so at-
tempted, would simply trigger a
slowdown in the country’s over-
all rate of growth.

For these three reasons, there is
hope that recent developments
will favour a restructuring of the
balance of power between the fed-
eral government and the states. In
fact, recent developments since
the establishment of the PR-led
governments suggest that this re-
structuring could also act as a
check upon excesses and abuses
on the part of the federal govern-
ment, promoting better govern-
ance too.

Perhaps the most publicised of the
recent controversies surrounding
federal-state relations concerns
the Penang Global City Centre
(PGCC) project, which had been
announced as part of the NCER,
with much fanfare by the prime

More transparent
and accountable

g o v e r n m e n t

minister himself in 2007.  Just
days after his new Penang Gov-
ernment had been elected, Lim
Guan Eng, the new chief minis-
ter, commented that ‘a review of
the PGCC project did not arise’
because ‘no plans had yet to be
submitted’ to the local authorities
or to the previous Penang govern-
ment for their approval.

In a subsequent announcement on
May 11, Lim criticised the former
chief minister, Koh Tsu Koon, for
having misled the prime minister
on the status of the PGCC project.

Koh Tsu Koon: Misled the PM?Koh Tsu Koon: Misled the PM?Koh Tsu Koon: Misled the PM?Koh Tsu Koon: Misled the PM?Koh Tsu Koon: Misled the PM?
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This project was supposed to have
been undertaken by Abad Naluri,
which had in turn entered into an
agreement in 2004 with the
Penang Turf Club to purchase
their land in exchange for build-
ing a new race track and club-
house on the mainland. Follow-
ing Lim’s announcement, a police
report was lodged by certain mem-
bers of the Penang Turf Club al-
leging that members had not been
consulted on the 3-year extension
granted to Abad Naluri to honour
the deal.

Meanwhile, the new Selangor
government under Abdul Khalid
Ibrahim reviewed the agreement
signed between the state and
Puncak Niaga Holdings Bhd that
allows the company to operate,
manage and maintain the Sungai
Sireh water treatment plant in
Tanjung Karang. The agreement
signed on 7 March, just one day
before polling, seemed ‘lopsided
and would profit Puncak Niaga
more than it would the state or the
people of Selangor’, Khalid
opined.

Apart from addressing the appar-
ent shortcomings contained in
the agreement, achieved via nego-
tiated  rather than open tender, the
actions taken by the PR-led state
governments further highlight
how, over time, the federal govern-
ment has centralised control of
certain utilities and services
which previously fell under the
purview or joint-purview of the
federal and state governments.
Apart from water services, they
include sewerage treatment, pub-
lic transport, and most recently
solid waste collection and treat-
ment.

In the case of the privatisation of

solid waste management, three
concessionaires – Alam Flora Sdn
Bhd, Southern Waste Manage-
ment, and E-Idaman – were ap-
pointed to manage the service re-
spectively, in the central, south-
ern and northern parts of the
country.  The newly appointed
deputy Federal Territories minis-
ter revealed that he had received
numerous complaints of clogged
drains, dirty roads with uncol-
lected rubbish and uncut grass in
various parts of Kuala Lumpur.
He ventured into the possibility
of his ministry taking over ‘clean-
up responsibilities’ from Alam
Flora (which he was forced to re-
tract the next day by clarifying
that he did not mean that the con-
cession would be cancelled).

Lastly, the Selangor government
is looking into the plight of some
37,000 residents in Bandar
Mahkota Cheras who have been
protesting the closure of a road
which allows them a shorter and
toll-free route into their housing
areas. This road was closed by the
concessionaire of the Cheras-
Kajang Highway, following the
signing of its agreement with the

federal government’s agency, the
Malaysian Highway Authority, in
2007 (The Star, 13 May 2008). A
related problem has also arisen
with the setting-up of the Sungai
Nyior toll plaza, one of three toll
booths set up along the
Butterworth Outer Ring Road, in
Seberang Jaya.  In this case the PR-
led Penang government has been
lobbying the federal government,
which had appointed the
concessionaire, for the toll collec-
tion to be stopped, in support of
the protests by nearby residents,
NGOs and opposition party mem-
bers.

As these posturings over federal-
state relations are occurring, BN
Members of Parliament from
Sabah and Sarawak have seized
the opportunity to flex their elec-
toral muscles too.

In the 2008 polls, the Sarawak BN
won 30 of 31 parliamentary seats
while the Sabah BN won 24 of 25
seats. Without their contribution
of 54 seats, the BN would not have
been able to claim victory in the
2008 election. Recognising their
importance, the Sabah BN has
made several demands on behalf
of the poorest state in the country.

First, they have pressured for more
cabinet representation. In this re-
gard, they are disappointed that
the important ministries of works,
and of rural and regional devel-
opment, which are portfolios di-
rectly related to their need for more
development, had been given to
peninsula-based ministers. The
prime minister has tried to ap-
pease them by appointing a
Sabahan, Pandikar Amin, as the

Spillover effects
in Sabah
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Speaker and two others, one each
from Sabah and Sarawak, as his
deputies.

Second, the Sabah BN has also
called for the closure of the Fed-
eral Development Office in Kota
Kinabalu, which was first estab-
lished when PBS ruled the state.
For the Sabah BN, the continued
presence of the department not
only results in duplication of func-
tions but ‘is an insult to the
Sabahans’.

Finally, there are the related de-
mands for the employment of
more Sabahans in the federal civil
service; the boosting of rural de-
velopment in the state; the resolu-
tion of the serious problem of ille-
gal immigration; and the estab-
lishment of a special ministry for
Sabah and Sarawak affairs (The
Star, 8 April 2008).

Despite their differences with one
another, it is significant that the
various BN Sabah  component
parties are speaking with a single
voice on this set of demands. Some
parties have also called for a
higher percentage of oil royalties,
which is now set at 5 per cent. At
a time when there is much specu-
lation about Sabah MPs crossing
over from the BN to join the oppo-
sition, they have resorted to vari-
ous innuendos to warn the BN
federal government ‘not to take
them for granted’.

For instance, an Umno leader has
likened the BN Sabah as the coa-
lition’s ‘fixed deposit’ warning
that if the interest rate offered was
not good enough, ‘we can put the
deposit elsewhere’.  Former Sabah
chief minister Yong Teik Lee has
unequivocally called for ‘greater
autonomy’ for Sabah especially

with regards to the selection of its
own chief minister, who is now
nominated by Umno’s federal
leaders. Serving federal minister
Bernard Dompok has opined that
he would ‘leave it to the party to
decide its future in the BN’.  Fi-
nally, another Sabah Umno
leader, the brother of the current
chief minister, has warned of the
‘consequences’ of any failure by
the federal government to make
good its promises by declaring that
it ‘was not wrong to vacate a bun-
galow [in reference to the BN] to
move into a terrace house [in ref-
erence to the PR] if we are not
given sufficient room in the bun-
galow’ or ‘if one has to sleep be-
side the toilet’.

These are exciting times for Ma-
laysia. Following the political tsu-
nami of 8 March, various follow-
on developments have occurred.
Media headlines have high-
lighted Dr Mahathir’s challenge
of prime minister Abdullah
Badawi and the unfolding of the
intra-Umno power struggle.
There is much hype over the pos-
sibility of some 20-30 MPs cross-
ing over to the opposition and the
political resurrection of Anwar
Ibrahim.  Then there is the Lingam
video hullabaloo and so on.  Not
enough serious attention has been
given to the unravelling of federal-
state relations in Malaysia.

Yet Malaysia’s federalism is un-
dergoing restructuring from a
very centralised system to a more
decentralised model that could
provide the necessary ballast for
consolidating our democracy. The
formation of the Pakatan Rakyat
opposition coalition does not sim-

ply signify the potential emer-
gence of a two-coalition system.
The increasing cooperation
among the five PR-led states can
also facilitate a shift in the balance-
of- power between the federal gov-
ernment and the state govern-
ments. Although the BN govern-
ment has been attempting to stall
this process through a series of
silly measures, it cannot succeed
in preventing this restructuring.
For the bullying machinations it
is resorting to cannot work today
like it did vis-à-vis Kelantan and
Sabah in the early 1990s. As well,
we can learn from the numerous
examples of how this process of
sharing power in federal systems
is being consolidated throughout
the world.

In order to consolidate this re-
structuring in Malaysia, there is a
need to push for constitutional
reform. The PR MPs, the dissatis-
fied Sabah and Sarawak MPs, and
all the rakyat who desire democ-
racy must push for the necessary
amendments to the Constitution
and related laws. It is not enough
to depend on the courageous ef-
forts of the PR-led state govern-
ments to negotiate with the fed-
eral authorities for more funds
and power in decision-making. In
this regard, there is not enough ap-
preciation among the rakyat of the
importance of their state govern-
ments who actually impact on
their daily lives in more signifi-
cant ways than do those MPs in
parliament or those in the corri-
dors of power in Putrajaya. From
the discussion above, opposition-
led state governments can further
promote more transparent and
accountable government by acting
as checks on the excesses and
abuses of a centralised federal
government.

C o n c l u s i o n

q
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s a federation, Malaysia
finds itself in the com-
pany of countries such as
Germany, Spain, Swit-

zerland, Austria, Belgium,
Canada, the United States, Aus-
tralia, India, Brazil, Argentina,
Nigeria, and Ethiopia. But com-
pared to these developed as well
as developing countries, the con-
stituent states in Malaysia play
relatively limited roles.  (An excel-
lent website on federations is
www.forumfed.org

There are threethreethreethreethree factors that have
contributed towards Malaysia’s
centralised federalism.

FirstFirstFirstFirstFirst, the constitutional design
clearly favours the central over the
state governments, both in terms
of legislative jurisdictions as well
as in terms of revenue assign-
ments.  The Ninth Schedule of the
Federal Constitution details the
distribution of legislative powers
and responsibilities between the
federal and state governments.
Apart from foreign affairs, de-
fence, internal security, and law
and order, the purview of the fed-
eral government includes trade,
commerce and industry, physical
development such as communi-
cation and transport and human
development such as education,
health and medicine.  By contrast,
the state government’s purview is
restricted to areas such as lands
and mines, Muslim affairs and
customs, native laws and cus-
toms, agriculture and forestry, lo-
cal government and public serv-
ices, burial grounds, markets and

fairs, and the licensing of cinemas
and theatres.  The concurrent list
covers social welfare, scholar-
ships, town and country plan-
ning, drainage and irrigation,
housing, culture and sports, and
public health.

The Tenth Schedule of the Federal
Constitution elaborates on rev-
enue assignment, in part based on
the division of jurisdiction spelt
out in the Ninth Schedule.  In the
Tenth Schedule, income taxes,
property and capital gains taxes,
international trade taxes, as well
as production and consumption
taxes are all assigned to the fed-
eral government. The state govern-
ment is allowed to collect natural-
resource related taxes such as rev-
enue from lands and mines, as
well as forests.

But under the Petroleum Develop-
ment Act (PDA) 1974, all states give
up their rights to petroleum re-
sources found within their states.
Ownership and control of petro-
leum and gas, though natural re-
sources, are transferred to the fed-
erally owned and controlled com-
pany, Petronas, which is tasked
with exploiting and mining the
resource. In exchange, Petronas
pays the state and federal govern-
ments five per cent royalty each  -
Petronas receives 49 per cent
while the producer-company re-
ceives the remaining 41 per cent -
of the gross value of petroleum
production.  In addition, the fed-
eral government taxes the pro-
ducer company (Sarawak Shell,
Sabah Shell or Esso).  Conse-

quently, the federal government
receives far more revenue from
petroleum than do the petroleum-
producing states.

The Constitution also stipulates
that the federal government is
obliged to provide two major
grants to the state governments,
namely the ‘capitation grant’,
which is based on the population
size, and the ‘state road grant’,
which helps the states to maintain
their network of roads, but is in
effect also a grant that takes into
consideration the geographical
size of the state.  Apart from these
two, there are about 10 other tax-
sharing taxes and levies that the
state is allowed to collect or where
the federal government has to re-
imburse the state. The petroleum
royalty is one such case. In the
past, ten per cent of the export
duties on tin, iron and other min-
erals were also transferred to the
states from which the mineral was
derived.

At any rate, the federal govern-
ment has sole jurisdiction, though
perhaps not sole discretion over
the disbursement of all develop-
ment funds. The end result is a
very uneven distribution of rev-
enue assignment, and therefore
financial resources between the
federal and state governments.
This fact highlights a major
anachronism in fiscal federalism
in Malaysia.  In most countries, a
fairer and more balanced distri-
bution of revenue collection and
resources has evolved through
constitutional reform. The reverse
has occurred in Malaysia.

What this means is that the fed-
eral BN government can, techni-
cally speaking, deny development
funds to the five PR-state govern-
ments.  However, since the federal
government would not like to irk

Malaysia’s  central ised
federal system

AAAAA
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the wrath of voters in opposition-
led states, who might further turn
against them in future elections,
the federal government usually
continues to provide funds to
these states with the proviso that
these are channelled through fed-
eral agencies and the Federal De-
velopment Offices of each state.
This was what happened in the
cases of Sabah and Kelantan in
the past.

Recall that the Pas-led
Terengganu government was de-
nied royalty payments from
Petronas during 1999-2004, on
the basis that the petroleum re-
sources which the Terengganu
government claimed were located
beyond the state’s territorial wa-
ters.  That said, the federal gov-
ernment continued to fund devel-
opment projects in Terengganu
under the basis of wang ehsan for
the state.

SecondSecondSecondSecondSecond, apart from the federal-
bias in the constitutional design,
the political process that has al-
lowed a single political party, the
BN, to control the centre for 50
years, has further facilitated a cen-
tralised federalism.  This domina-
tion coincides with the increased
role of the Executive in decision-
making which has been legiti-
mised in terms of the need to en-
sure Malaysia’s security and to
preserve ethno-religious harmony
in multi-ethnic, multi-religious
Malaysia. The abolition of local
authority elections in the 1970s
has allowed the BN to further
penetrate into the third tier of gov-
ernment where their appointed
councillors dominate the munici-
palities, town councils and dis-
trict councils.

Hence, not only can the federal
government dictate the pace and
direction of development in the

states, including in opposition-
controlled states.  The federal Ex-
ecutive may also invoke party dis-
cipline to remove the Menteri
Besar (MB) of constituent states
whenever they challenge the pre-
rogatives of the centre.  In the early
1990s, several opposition leaders
calling for greater autonomy for
Sabah were detained without trial
on the grounds of fostering seces-
sion while two Umno MBs who
questioned or disobeyed their fed-
eral leaders were put into politi-
cal limbo during the 1970s.

ThirdThirdThirdThirdThird, the development process un-
derscored by the implementation
of the New Economic Policy (NEP)
further contributed to the expan-
sion and consolidation of the fed-
eral government.  For in pursuit
of the NEP, the federal govern-
ment established numerous statu-
tory bodies and public corpora-
tions. Implementation and moni-
toring of the NEP required the ex-
pansion of the public sector and
tight control by the central au-
thorities which shifted even more

power from the states to the fed-
eral authorities. A case in point is
the establishment of the Commer-
cial Vehicles Licensing Board
(CVLB), a federal authority,
charged with ensuring
bumiputera participation in the
transportation industry while li-
censing commercial vehicles.
Consequently, the licensing and
even the routing of buses provid-
ing public transport in the states
and local authority areas came
under the purview of federal au-
thorities, in this case, the CVLB.

As well, through the auspices of
Felda and regional development
authorities, the federal authorities
also penetrated into the states.
Hence although the goal was to
create a ‘bumiputera commercial
and industrial community’ to re-
duce inequalities and thereby fos-
ter national unity, the NEP also
enhanced the powers of the fed-
eral over the state governments,
indeed, the local authorities too.

- F LohF LohF LohF LohF Loh

Federalism and federal-state relations are topics that have not
been adequately studied by Malaysian academics, let alone
the public. At this point, none of our universities teach any
course on the topic either. In view of the current restructuring
process, much more research must be conducted and their find-
ings disseminated. Below is a short list of useful publications.

F KW Loh (ed.) Sabah and Sarawak; The Politics of Development
and Federalism, Penang; Universiti Sains Malaysia (1997).
Mohamad Agus Yusoff  Malaysian Federalism: Conflict or Con-
sensus, Bangi: Penerbit Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, 2006.
Shafruddin B H The Federal Factor in the Government and Politics
of Peninsular Malaysia, Singapore: Oxford University Press, 1987.
Wee Chong Hui, Regional Disparities and Federalism in Malay-
sia, Kuala Lumpur: University Malaya Press, 2006.
www.forumfed.org

References on Federalism in Malaysia
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he May Day celebration
this year carries a very
special significance for
workers in this country.

Malaysia is at a point in her his-
tory where there is a revolution-
ary shift in its entire political
paradigm, which would include
the rights of workers and trade un-
ions.

Trade unionism, just like many
other civil institutions in this
country, had been under relentless
attack by a Government which
implemented policies that fa-
voured the rich at the expense of
the workers of this country. The
contribution of workers towards
the success of this country cannot
be denied, and yet there has been
little attempt to grant a fair slice of
the pie of economic progress to us.

We are experiencing a global phe-
nomenon of rising food prices,
which threatens to put a large
number of people into a state of
poverty. We see the level of real
wages diminishing, despite in-
creasing profits for businesses.
We also see the trampling of basic
human rights and the continuous
undermining of the institution of
trade unionism. It is unacceptable
that this should be so despite the
fact that the world is experienc-

ing a period of unprecedented
economic growth.

Where have we gone wrong? I
firmly believe that this is the re-
sult of continuously neglecting all
areas of social development, with
the main and sometimes sole em-
phasis being the economic ad-
vancement of the minority who
control the global economy.

The concept of the free market
based on its original intent has
failed. We do not live in a world
where enterprising individuals can
reap success through industry and
hard work. We live in a world
where neo-liberal globalisation has
persistently dictated that monopo-
lies and oligopolies control the glo-
bal economy.

The state of affairs for workers
and trade unions in this country
can be described as unfortunate.
For decades there had been in
place a regime intent in suppress-
ing dissent, and trade unions
bore the brunt of the stifling of
democratic rights. Workers have
had a price to pay for this. The
arrogance of the establishment
can be illustrated by the recent
passing of the amendments to the
labour laws, which in many in-
stances gives an absolute initia-

tive to employers.

Since the country attained inde-
pendence in 1957, the government
has continuously sought to crip-
ple the trade union movement and
the rights of workers. The right to
strike exists in law, but in prac-
tice it is non-existent. A trade un-
ion cannot organise a strike once
a dispute has been referred to the
Industrial Court. The Human Re-
sources Ministry could therefore
frustrate and halt a planned or an-
ticipated strike action by the
stroke of a pen just as soon as a
reference of the dispute to the In-
dustrial Court is signed.

LABOUR

Workers, rise to the occasion!Workers, rise to the occasion!Workers, rise to the occasion!Workers, rise to the occasion!Workers, rise to the occasion!
Are we to deny workers the very basics in life just so that
businesses can thrive and record huge profits?

by Syed Shahir Mohamud

TTTTT

Labour laws:
Demise of

fundamental rights
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The same has been done a few
months ago with the right to
picket. Even a simple demonstra-
tion by workers expressing their
dissatisfaction regarding abuses
by employers during their off
working hours in order to commu-
nicate it to the public to create an
awareness and gain sympathy
was curtailed. Again, the ever-
powerful Human Resources Min-
istry can intervene and stop a law-
ful picketing action at their
whims and fancies.

Trade union recognition, already
an issue as a result of delays
caused by the incompetence of the
Human Resources Ministry, has
been further complicated by the
recent amendments.

What is most distressing is that
the amendments were rushed
through despite opposition from
the MTUC. The country’s na-
tional labour centre was disre-
garded and insulted. By the same
token, this amounts to a total dis-
regard of the rights of the ordinary
citizens of this country, where
most of us work honestly just to
eke out a decent living for our-
selves and our families.

If the government is interested in
listening to the voices of the peo-
ple, it should now consider repeal-
ing the recent amendments to the
labour legislation and invite the
MTUC for a dialogue to discuss
the way forward.

The race to the bottom in terms of
safeguards for workers, the under-

privileged of society and the poor
is on and has grown to be global
competition. In the name of
maximisation of profits, assisted
greatly by the unshackled trade
liberalisation policies of interna-
tional trade, all stops are pulled
out to lower wages.

I am not going to argue against
any global expansion of trade. I
am going to insist though that
any trade growth and economic
expansion must benefit the
workers of this world. What we
have seen is a growth which has
only benefited the owners of
businesses thus increasing the
income divide.

If this serious income divide issue
is not solved, it would only create
more social issues, which would
then take decades to resolve.

In the name of competitive advan-
tage of nations, the masses are
being affected. Real income levels
are falling and there are more peo-
ple now who live in relative pov-
erty.

At the level of the organisation,
income disparity is widening in
an extremely unfair proportion.
The wage gulf has widened and
more ingenious forms are being
created to further develop this dis-
parity. As an example, many en-
terprises have share schemes for
their employees. Many of these
schemes are restricted to the up-
per tiers, whilst in others the dis-
tribution is disproportionate and
favours those in the higher ech-
elons of the hierarchy.

It is morally wrong to deny the
people of this country a mini-
mum standard of living. Must

we deny our nationals the mini-
mum basics in life so that busi-
nesses can thrive and record
huge profits?

Even in cases where hundreds of
millions and even billions of
ringgit are made in profits, busi-
nesses deny workers wage adjust-
ments during collective agree-
ment negotiations which would
not amount to more than a few
hundred ringgit per employee per
month.

It is now time for trade unions and
workers at large to start voicing
out issues without fear. We must
be united in our efforts to make
Malaysia a better place to live for
all people – not just the minority
who hold the economic and po-
litical power.

Let us be brave in coming out in
droves to protest against any
unjust treatment of our fellow
workers and against the imple-
mentation of unjust laws. In our
spirit of togetherness, we will
find that our cries for just treat-
ment will be heard loud and
clear.

Hidup Pekerja! Hidup Pekerja!
Hidup Pekerja!

C o m p e t i t i v e
advantage conundrum

and workers ’  p lace
in the equation

Workers of  Malaysia,
rise to the occasion!

Syed Shahir, president ofSyed Shahir, president ofSyed Shahir, president ofSyed Shahir, president ofSyed Shahir, president of
the Malaysian Trades Un-the Malaysian Trades Un-the Malaysian Trades Un-the Malaysian Trades Un-the Malaysian Trades Un-
ion Congress, deliveredion Congress, deliveredion Congress, deliveredion Congress, deliveredion Congress, delivered
this address on Labourthis address on Labourthis address on Labourthis address on Labourthis address on Labour
Day, 1 May 2008.Day, 1 May 2008.Day, 1 May 2008.Day, 1 May 2008.Day, 1 May 2008.
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I was working as a primary school
teacher in a village in Burma near
the border area of Thailand. Inevi-
tably, to avoid the sexual harass-
ment by the military soldiers, I fled
to Thailand. I borrowed some
money to pay agent fees from the
head of village.

There, in Thailand, again, I was
cheated by the agents, saying that
I have to work as a house maid.
Actually, I have been sold to the
massage centre to be a sex worker.
As I bitterly refused to do the sex
work and I have been kicked by
the employer all night long. Due
to my deep apology with tears, the
agent had taken me to Malaysia
to leave the sex worker work.

After reaching to Malaysia, I was
sent to a restaurant to work as a
dish washer. From morning
8.00am to night 11.00pm, I had to
work - 15 hrs per day. Rather than
a sex worker, I prefer to do any
hard works.

But I got salary only RM 600 per
month - without any day off. From
my salary, RM100 pay for the po-
lice collected by the boss, RM100
for my food, RM100 for my room
rent. With the remaining RM300,

I had to send back to my country
to pay my debt, till I clear my dues.

At work, I have to tackle smart, not
to be sexual harassed by the boss
and the male workers. I dare not
wear pretty clothes and do my
beauty, dare not apply lipstick
and makeup, as our Burmese la-
dies used to do.

Actually, I am not so happy to stay
like this. Sometimes, I miss my
mom, my dad, my brothers and
sisters. I  can only cry secretly,
never let them know my troubles.

Without a proper document,
daily, I have to avoid from the po-
lice and Relas. One day, before
sending money, I have been
caught by a police, and the
money, to send home was bribed
to police to be released..

When sleeping at night, I can’t
have sound sleep. The sound of
horns or screaming voice interrupt
my sleep. Along working hours
already made me weak, this fear
of police and Relas double me to
get a heartache.

The worry to pay my debt also in-
creases my blood pressure. I am
full of stress and tension. If, I am
sick who is taking care of me? No
extra money in my hands.

Before resettling in third country,
for temporary, I want to work in
Malaysia, to pay my debt and for
my survival. .I cannot go home at
the moment. I pray for Malaysia
government, Relas, immigration
officers and the police to have
mercy on us!

Please, only your help we need is
…do not arrest us.

MMM

At one night in Johor Construc-
tion site,

“ Dong! Dong! Dong!” (Banging
at the door.)

Oh God! Who is knocking at the
door? Please, God,  keep away
from us all harms and dangers!
(from outside) “Hurry up! Open
the door! Otherwise, you all will
be killed!”

“Shhhhhhhhh!” whispering each
other in fear. “Shall we open?”
“No, Yes…. No,  Yes,” arguing
each other,

At last, “Wong!” A big noise has
come out and the door was bro-
ken by the rowdies.

REFUGEE RIGHTS

Refugee voices
It’s not often we get to hear refugees speak for themselves
about the circumstances that forced them to flee from their
homeland and their plight in Malaysia. Here are stories from
three refugees, edited only for spelling and punctuation.

A vulnerable
wo m a n ’ s  l i fe

Life of fear
in Malaysia
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Oh! They are gangsters, looking
so strong and wild, holding long,
sharp knives and ropes, rods to
beat. Tied up all our hands at back
with ropes and asked us to lie
down facing to the floor. All we
are seven persons, but no one was
able to response, bearing in si-
lence.

“Show us, where did you keep all
your money!” a chief gangster
shouted.

They knew that we have got our
salaries recently, in the afternoon;
we could not remit money to our
home yet. At night time, the gang-
sters, came to rob all our salaries,
kicked on our back, our shoulders,
and slapped at our faces, then
took all our money all together
about RM8,000, including seven
cellular  phones. Luckily, they did
not kill us.

We cannot go and complain to the
police because we don’t have any
documents. If we go and com-
plain, police will arrest us even
we have UN documents.

The worst is we have informed
our parents already that by tomor-
row we will be sending money
back home! Now our parents will
be expecting to receive money;
how do we inform them? If they
know the truth, they will be so
worried about our stay, working
condition in Malaysia.

Please, our lives are so bad, to
work, to earn, to stay, and to sleep,
nothing is secure. We feared of our
brutal government and we fled. We
had been threaten by the agents
on the way of trafficking.

We have been humiliated and ex-
ploited by our employers, work-

ing in dangerous work, getting
only very less salaries. We are in
fear of arrest by Relas and police.
We are in danger of being robbed
by gangsters.

Don’t you have pity on us? Please,
we are also human beings, we are
not criminals. We are working so
hard. Our sweat has fallen from
forehead to our toe, don’t  bother
at all even we are so hard in dan-
gerous, dirty and difficult works.

We work sincere; we stay simple;
we do not commit any crimes.

We thank you for giving us space
to stay on your soil for temporary
shelter. May God bless you for
this. We would like to help you by
giving our services and working
so hard for you while the locals
cannot do as much as we do.

For a kind response, please, help
us by not arresting us. Release us
if we are detained!

ZZ
(a very pitiful construction worker)

I am 12 years old boy. My name is
ZT. I came from Burma three
months ago. Living in Kuala
Lumpur with my parents for tem-
porary, I want to resettle down in
other country instead of going
back to Burma.

I see almost everyday raids tak-
ing place around Kota Raya. Its
make me feel shocked since I saw
the first time. I am not happy at
all. You can imagine how a life of
a fearing child could be happy.

When I woke up early in the morn-
ing, as I know I am still safe, not
being arrested last night, thank to
God for letting me sleep well all
night long!

When I see some children in school
uniform, going to school, I envy
them too much; I wish to go to
school like them to learn.

When I see some children are play-
ing in the playground harmlessly,
I wish I could enjoy of playing like
them in the public garden!

When I see some children are en-
joying of  eating chicken fried and
ice cream, my mouth is  watering,
I wish I could eat so. If I ask my
mom to buy, she would buy me,
but, we have to save for food for
tomorrow, as we have short of
stock.

Sometimes, I feel like wearing beau-
tiful and fancy dress to be charm-
ing. But, I feel pity on my dear refu-
gee friends they would feel sad if
they cannot wear like me. I will
wear occasionally, like Christmas
time only.

I have some Malaysian playmates,
local friends, but, they dare not
deal with me free. They seem to be
conscious not to mix up with us
all the time. I feel so sad on this
situation. I wish I could move the
partition between us.

When I was not well, my mother
took me to nearby hospital. But
when the receptionist denied me
as we could not show any IC
card/ passports, my fever went
up. Because I felt angry; are we not
human beings? Thank God, today
we can go to ACTs clinic for health
problem. I wish we have some
more clinics in other areas that run

A wish and a prayer
of  a 12-year-old

refugee boy
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for refugee health assistance. Be-
cause it is very crowded with one
clinic.

When I see Relas and Immigration
authorities are chasing, beating
and arresting our people from hid-
den place, I hate them. They
looked like the evils/devils as in
the ghost movies. They looked so
cruel and inhuman. I wish they
disappear in the country. They are
dangerous to our refugee people.
It will be so good if they are not
seen anywhere.

When I see the agents, I feel that
they are money hungry monsters.
They don’t have any pity on us.
They are threatening us all the
time, on the way of trafficking. The
word is still haunting me: “You
will be killed if we don’t get money
from your parents for bringing you
to Malaysia.”

I wish all the smugglers, gangsters
and the pickpockets abolished in
Malaysia - because they are those
who are harmful to us after Relas.

I wish my parents, my sisters, and
all of the adults of refugee people
can work peacefully so that we
can earn money for our daily lives.

I wish the employers treat my par-
ents and other workers well, and
pay money regularly, so that
problems in our societies will be
lessen.

My mother asked me to pray for
Malaysia Government to amend/
redress their policies to be a well
comprehensive one, so that all
human being will enjoy their full
human rights. The refugees also
will be protected by the protection
of human rights on the other
hand.

I wish our government of
Myanmar also change their stony
hearts, grow their pity and not to
be cruel to our people and have
some reforms in our country.

I special pray for the UNHCR and
NGOs who help us, to get more
blessings for helping the refugees
with all their good kind hearts. I
believe there is special place for
them in the kingdom.

Finally, I pray for the real peace
for the whole world, so that no
fights, wars, and all the people of

rom 1 May to 20
June, the refugees
will be writing letters
of appeal to several

key individuals -Abdullah
Badawi, Zaid Ibrahim, and the
Chief Ministers of  states (and
the equivalent Minister for
Kuala Lumpur). They are com-
mitting to writing (at least)
three letters a week for seven
weeks.

Malaysians are being asked to
show their support for these
efforts,by picking up one of
these letters and reading them
aloud every time they appear
before a crowd. This only takes
a couple of minutes of their air-
time. We are approaching as
many people as we can. We are
asking prominent people -
musicians, artists, singers,
public intellectuals as well as
ordinary folk - those of us who
meet in small groups, in
churches, schools, etc. - to read

the world will be happy always
without fears and tears.

This is all my wish and prayer
special for all:

God bless to all! And to the whole
world. Decorate their hearts with
kindness, sympathy; justice and
forgiveness. Fulfill their hearts
with Love, Peace and Joy.

Please, Lord, hear my little prayer
for my people. Amen

MZ

The Campaign
these letters aloud.

Reading their letters will give
the refugees tremendous en-
couragement. As the weeks
roll by and as we get closer to
20 June, it is hoped that
bloggers will post some of
these letters on their blogs and
websites. Civil society groups
will also be asked to commit
to letter-writing as well - also
(at least) three letters per per-
son, over seven weeks, so we
can lend our voices to those of
the refugees.

The hope is that  these ‘refu-
gee letters’ will just keep ap-
pearing everywhere, out of
nowhere, every time an event
happens. Let us be witnesses
to the suffering of those who
live in our own cities.

For real stories of refugees in
Malaysia, see http://
fiftyrefugees.wordpress.com/

FFFFF
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e, the Penang NGOs, community groups
and concerned individuals who partici-
pated in the Penang Forum of NGOs on 13
April at Disted College, hereby declare:

i. We congratulate the Pakatan Rakyat coali-
tion on its victory in the 12th General Election and
welcome the opportunity to work with the current
Penang State Government to promote good govern-
ance of our state.

ii. We call upon the Penang State Government
to establish a new partnership with the Penang peo-
ple, to be based on the principles of participation,
transparency, accountability, sustainability and
social justice. The general principles and the basis
for the partnerships can be found in the 1999 Sus-
tainable Penang Initiative and the United Nations’
Local Agenda 21.

iii. We call upon the Penang State Government
to establish a mechanism for civil society to meet
with the government on a regular basis, at least once
every three months, so that civil society will have an
avenue to raise issues, make input into policy-mak-
ing, monitor and provide feedback on the implemen-
tation of those policies, and help the government to
resolve problems and conflicts if required, when-
ever these arise.

iv. We further call upon the Penang State Gov-
ernment to make financial and other resources avail-
able to NGOs and other civil society groups.  Spe-
cifically, we wish to have easy access to public fa-
cilities like the Kompleks Masyarakat Penyayang,
Dewan Sri Pinang, Town Hall, Balai Rakyats, audi-
toriums in public libraries, and public fields, in or-
der for us to conduct our activities, especially pub-
lic educational programmes, for the various com-
munities in Penang.

PENANG DECLARATION

Declaration of  the Penang
Forum, 13 April 2008
to the Penang State Government

WWWWW



Aliran Monthly : Vol.28(4) Page 20

v. As a follow-up to this Forum, we shall be es-
tablishing ‘issue-based working groups’ compris-
ing NGOs and concerned individuals, which will
detail some plans of action on a variety of issues
affecting Penang, to be submitted to the State Gov-
ernment.

vi. In this regard, we call upon the Penang State
Government to grant us access to the necessary data
and information so that the proposed plans of ac-
tion will address the concerns accurately, yet com-
prehensively.

vii. Finally, we urge the new Penang State Gov-
ernment to regard this engagement with civil soci-
ety as an opportunity to develop a collective com-
mitment to the improvement and future
sustainability of our State. Working together, this
commitment can contribute towards a longer-term
development strategy for Penang which

• stresses a balanced, integrated and sustainable
approach to planning, wherein attention is given
not just to physical development but to the eco-
nomic, social, cultural, psychological and envi-
ronmental consequences of development too;

• empowers communities in Penang to participate
in decisions which affect them, paying special
attention to the inclusion of marginalised
groups, including women, workers, youth, sen-
ior citizens, persons with disabilities, the less
affluent, rural communities, migrants and refu-
gees, so that democracy can be enhanced and
social justice achieved and promoted.

A delegation of activists handedA delegation of activists handedA delegation of activists handedA delegation of activists handedA delegation of activists handed
over the declaration to Penang Chiefover the declaration to Penang Chiefover the declaration to Penang Chiefover the declaration to Penang Chiefover the declaration to Penang Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng at his officeMinister Lim Guan Eng at his officeMinister Lim Guan Eng at his officeMinister Lim Guan Eng at his officeMinister Lim Guan Eng at his office
in Komtar on 14 May 2008in Komtar on 14 May 2008in Komtar on 14 May 2008in Komtar on 14 May 2008in Komtar on 14 May 2008

q
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longside some of the
great minds of our time
whom I knew as col-
leagues in leading uni-

versities in Britain and USA,
Rustam Sani was one of the half
dozen or so brightest, smartest
people whom I have ever met.

Like all truly intelligent people,
Rustam had a mind whose deep
creativity was displayed in an ir-
repressible playfulness. When he
spoke, its high-voltage character
shone out alike in his sparkling
words and wit and through his
twinkling, mischievous eyes.

People like that, who are not just
smart and wise but who wield
their exceptional talents without

arrogance or pretensions, are rare.

Needless to say, such people —
and here Rustam ran “true to
type” — do not have much time
for stupid and humourless
drudges.  And people of that kind,
especially those risen to positions
of power way beyond their talents
and abilities, reciprocated that
treatment towards Rustam, amply
and often brutally.

When I think of this aspect of
Rustam’s life and fate, I often re-
call those words from the Biblical

Rustam Sani 1944 – 2008
The world that many hope is now coming into being is a world
that Rustam would have loved and in which he would have
thrived, and flourished, and delighted

by Clive Kessler

Rustam was the
gold standard

AAAAA
book known as Ecclesiastes [or
“The Preacher of Jerusalem”] that
was written, so old traditions
maintain, by King Solomon/Nabi
Sulaiman:

“There is an evil that I have seen
under the sun, the kind of wrong
that is the doing of rulers:

“Fools are put in high positions,
while the rich [in wisdom] are
made to occupy the low ones.

“I have seen slaves on horseback,
while princes go on foot like
slaves” [Ecclesiastes 10: 5 – 7].

Rustam was one of those princes,

HONOURING RUSTAM SANI
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haps the public world that is now
coming into being in Malaysia
will be one that would not simply
have had space for Rustam and
his enormous talents but which
might, in its own best interests,
have made use of his wisdom and
built upon it.

The world that many hope is now
coming into being is a world that
Rustam would have loved and in
which he would have thrived, and
flourished, and delighted. It is one
to which Rustam, had he lived,
would have been central.

Now we will somehow all have
to do without him: his wisdom
and insight, his humour and pas-
sion, his way with words and
ideas and with people, remark-
able people and everyday people,
all people.

That cruel loss has not been just
his personally and his loving
family’s but that too of his wider
family, Malaysia.

May his memory long outlive him,
and us; may it be a blessing and
an inspiration to Malaysia and a
beacon lighting the way that the
nation will travel.

a member of the nobility not of
blood and lineage but of charac-
ter.

Rustam was the gold standard of
what, in a now very debased and
abused verbal currency, is these
days known as a “public intellec-
tual”.  He was simply the real
thing.

To recognise this, you only have
to look at the weekly column that
he used to write in Utusan Malay-
sia.  There he not only addressed
important, and often unrecog-
nised, issues with insight and
courage.

To do so — to address his fellow
citizens in direct and thoughtful
conversation about matters of im-
portance and common concern —
he had not only to know what he
was talking about.

That was the easy part. He also

Clive S Kessler is Emeri-Clive S Kessler is Emeri-Clive S Kessler is Emeri-Clive S Kessler is Emeri-Clive S Kessler is Emeri-
tus Professor in thetus Professor in thetus Professor in thetus Professor in thetus Professor in the
School of Sociology andSchool of Sociology andSchool of Sociology andSchool of Sociology andSchool of Sociology and
Anthropology at the Uni-Anthropology at the Uni-Anthropology at the Uni-Anthropology at the Uni-Anthropology at the Uni-
versity of New Southversity of New Southversity of New Southversity of New Southversity of New South
Wales, Sydney. He hasWales, Sydney. He hasWales, Sydney. He hasWales, Sydney. He hasWales, Sydney. He has
been researching andbeen researching andbeen researching andbeen researching andbeen researching and
writing on Malaysian af-writing on Malaysian af-writing on Malaysian af-writing on Malaysian af-writing on Malaysian af-
fairs, especially on Islamfairs, especially on Islamfairs, especially on Islamfairs, especially on Islamfairs, especially on Islam
and Politics for close toand Politics for close toand Politics for close toand Politics for close toand Politics for close to
40 years.40 years.40 years.40 years.40 years.

had to create in
Malay the language
or “diction”— since
it did not exist, and
was not available
simply to be picked
up and borrowed —
for that kind of pub-
lic conversation: for
respectful, chal-
lenging, egalitarian
political engage-
ment.

He had to create
that modern Malay
language and intel-
lectual attitude.
Through them he
sought to transform
his readers into a
new kind of politi-
cal public, to sum-
mon in them a new

public political consciousness ap-
propriate to modern Malaysian
citizens. In doing so, he created
himself as a —indeed, as the ex-
emplary — modern cosmopolitan
sophisticated Malay, at home in
the world and its new ideas yet
deeply grounded in his own cul-
ture and committed to his own
society and country.

That this initiative was not al-
lowed to grow and prosper but
was strangled is one of the great
tragedies of Malaysian public life.

And now Rustam is dead. He
lived long enough to see the dawn-
ing last March of the political day
of which he had dreamed all his
life.

Yet that only makes his passing
more poignant and painful. Per-

His passing more
poignant and painful

q

by Rustam Saniby Rustam Saniby Rustam Saniby Rustam Saniby Rustam Sani
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he original invitation
from Rustam A Sani was
to a book launch to be
officiated by Datuk Seri

Anwar Ibrahim. It was scheduled
for 26 April 2008 at the Selangor
State Library in Shah Alam.
Rustam’s two new books, pub-
lished by SIRD (Strategic Informa-
tion and Research Devel-
opment) were entitled
Failed Nation? Concerns of
a Malaysian Nationalist
and Social Roots of the
Malay Left.

In fact, due to the sudden
demise of Rustam in his
house in Gombak on 23
April morning, just three
days before the sched-
uled event, the occasion
was transformed into a
book launch-cum-memo-
rial to honour the life and
work of this outstanding
Malaysian son.

Lots of people including many old
friends were already gathered at
the Library when the three of us
from Aliran (Subramaniam Pillay,
Vijayalakshmi and I) arrived. Just
past the entrance to the hall, there
was a table stacked with Rustam’s
latest books, not just the two which

were to be launched but his other
books as well such as Menjelang
Reformasi and Ke Mana
Nasionalisme Melayu?. I suppose
this would have been where
Rustam would have stood or sat -
to welcome the guests and to au-
tograph the books for those who
bought them.

Next to this table was a book dis-
play by SIRD.  Numerous critical
books about current affairs in
Malaysia and elsewhere were on
sale. Many were perusing these
books and buying them. A book
lover himself, Rustam would have
been glad to see people bending
over the book display. Beyond the
display, stretching over several

boards, was an exhibition of
Rustam’s life and his numerous
publications.

Born in Tanjung Malim, Perak, he
graduated from Universiti Ma-
laya, and furthered his studies in
the University of Reading, Univer-
sity of Kent in Canterbury, and

Yale University. He
taught in Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia
mostly, but was also a
Fellow in the Institute of
Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (ISIS),
Kuala Lumpur.

Rustam wrote academic
books, novels and even
secondary school text
books. Most were in
Malay but many were
also in English. He also
translated novels

(among them Leo Tolstoy’s
works), academic books, and even
Do-Rae-Mon comics into Bahasa
Malaysia. His forte, perhaps, was
as one of the finest essayists in
Malay. His essays revealed not just
his concern for social justice and
compassion for others, but also a
mastery of the language; his writ-
ings were a model of clarity.  He
was awarded the prestigious

Celebrating a lifelongCelebrating a lifelongCelebrating a lifelongCelebrating a lifelongCelebrating a lifelong
contribution to truth and justicecontribution to truth and justicecontribution to truth and justicecontribution to truth and justicecontribution to truth and justice
Commemorating the passing of Malaysia’s
pre-eminent public intellectual

by Francis Loh

TTTTT

HONOURING RUSTAM SANI
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Hadiah Sastera Negara (National
Literary Award) in the category of
essays and literary criticism.

Less well known, and as revealed
in the tribute by K S Jomo, a former
colleague and collaborator in
many causes, Rustam, while in
ISIS, was responsible for crafting
‘Mahathir’s historic February
1991 speech promising
a Bangsa Malaysia as
part of his Vision 2020
(thankfully translated
by Rustam as Wawasan
2020, instead of the ear-
lier Visi 2020), changing
the terms of national
discourse in one fell
swoop’.

But did you know that
he was also a card-car-
rying member of the
Parti Rakyat Malaysia
(PRM), became its
deputy president, and represented
his party in the negotiations with
Parti Keadilan Malaysia to merge
the two parties into Parti Keadilan
Rakyat (PKR)?

His illustrious father Abdullah
Sani @ Ahmad Boestamam, one
of Malaysia’s most well-known
nationalist leaders, would have
been proud of his son’s achieve-
ments.

It was this mix of his intellectual-
cum-radical political background
that accounted for the myriad peo-
ple - from all walks of life, from all
races, men and women, young,
middle-age and old - who showed
up that afternoon. About 250 to
300 people turned up. Many PKR
and other Pakatan Rakyat lead-

ers were there. Apart from Anwar
Ibrahim, there were deputy presi-
dent Dr Syed Husin Ali, Selangor
Mentri Besar Tan Sri Khalid
Ibrahim, lots of YBs – among them
Tian Chua, Elizabeth Wong, Dr
Mohd Nasir Hashim, Dr
Jeyakumar Devaraj, Dr Xavier
Jayakumar, and Ronnie Liu.
Present were also many NGO ac-
tivists –Mafrel’s Abdul Malik
Hussin, MTUC’s Syed Shahir,
Suaram’s Yap among others, aca-

demics as well as the literary-
sastera types.

The formalities began at about
4.00pm with prayers for the soul
of Allahyarham Rustam.

SIRD’s Chong Ton Sin was the
first to speak.  He recalled how he
had met Rustam and his wife
Rohani just two weeks earlier to
finalise arrangements and prepa-
rations for the event. Little did he
realise that this would be his last
face-to-face meeting with Rustam.
He regretted the sudden passing
of this intelektual tulin by which
he meant ‘a great academic who
was deeply involved in social
movements’. Moga-moga ribuan
Rustam akan berbangkit! (Hope-
fully, a thousand more Rustams

will arise!)

Syed Husin Ali spoke next. This
soft-spoken but strong-minded
former Professor of Sociology had
been Rustam’s teacher, in more
ways than one, in Universiti Ma-
laya.  For Husin, Rustam was
seorang intelektual yang progresif
dan komited, not the ivory tower
sort, nor those who depended on

officialdom for suste-
nance and approval.  In
fact, Rustam himself (and
all present) would have
described Husin himself
as the progressive and
committed intellectual
par excellence, the cik gu to
all of them.

Husin first came to know
Rustam, he said, when he
was still a young boy.
The late Usman Awang
and Husin used to visit
the family with dona-

tions from well wishers while
Rustam’s father Ahmad
Boestamam was imprisoned in
the 1960s. Even as a young boy,
Rustam was already politically
aware.

Later, as a student leader in
Universiti Malaya, Rustam got
involved in various social causes
such as Hamid Tuah’s struggle
for the landless in Teluk Gong,
Selangor and the student’s fight
for freedom and social justice in
the university. Husin, however,
intimated that Rustam always felt
more comfortable being in the
background, writing poems, and
analysing the goings-on.

Upon completing his studies,
Rustam joined PRM but always

Crafted Wawawan
2020 speech

Like a casuarina tree
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preferred to work behind the
scenes. He helped to edit the
Mimbar Sosialis and later the Suara
Rakyat. When Reformasi broke out
in 1998-99, Rustam played a ma-
jor back-room role in helping to
forge the Barisan Alternatif and
in drafting its For a Just Malaysia,
BA’s beautiful Manifesto for the
1999 Election.

But when Husin invited him to
become deputy president of PRM
in 2001 (which had fallen vacant
due to the incumbent Abdul
Razak’s illness), Rustam did not
hesitate to step forward. Husin re-
minded all that Rustam had rep-
resented PR in the negotiations to
merge with Parti Keadilan, to form
PKR. In fact, he was PKR’s first
Information Chief until his own
illness forced him to relinquish
the post. More recently, he helped
to draft PKR’s election manifesto
for the 2008 election.

Paradoxically, he worked even
harder after he had given up his
party posts.  For he plunged into
writing, his first love, even more.
This was a very productive period
in Rustam’s life as he wrote these
new books, commented on social
and political developments regu-
larly in various publications, and
set up his own blog too. http://

karya-merdeka.blogspot.com/

Husin ended by comparing
Rustam to the pokok rhu
(casuarina tree) which is strong
and steadfast in all kinds of
weather; it bends seemingly in the
wind, but it never breaks or falls.

Sastrawan Negara A Samad Said
spoke next. He recalled that
Ahmad Boestamam had brought
his young son to see him in 1957.
Boestamam explained that his son
wanted to be a man of letters, and
so enquired what books he ought
to read. Samad, then in the ‘angry
young man’ phase, handed over
two books: ‘Look Back in Anger’
and ‘Room at the Top’. At that
point Samad wasn’t sure whether
the father or the son ended up read-
ing those books. In the event,
Rustam ended up as a sastrawan
himself, but one, Samad thought,
who was a cynic to the end.
Samad, himself, had been the butt
of Rustam’s cynicism. And later,
Rustam would turn that same
cynicism at Dr Mahathir. Samad
ended with a reading of his eu-
logy for Rustam, specially com-
posed for the occasion.

The colourful maverick
Hishamuddin Rais, ironically
dressed in a black coat and tie on
this auspicious occasion, next
took to the floor. He shared with
us his ‘stop-and-go relations’ with
Rustam. Their first encounter was
back in July 1971. Hishamuddin,
then a first-year student in
Universiti Malaya, had attended
an exciting Socialist Club talk by
Ahmad Boestamam and then fol-
lowed the group to someone’s
house for extended discussions.

It was only later that he discov-
ered that Boestamam was
Rustam’s father.  Thereafter, they
worked closely together, partici-
pating in many demonstrations
and protests in the early 1970s,
until the crackdown on the stu-
dent movement in 1974.

‘How many girls do you think
joined the Socialist Club then?’ he
asked ‘Only two’, he replied, and
the pretty one, Rohani, ended up
becoming Rustam’s wife, he
quipped.

Hisham lost contact with Rustam
during the next 20-odd years be-
cause of his sojourn overseas. Re-
turning to Malaya, he ‘met
Rustam’ every Wednesday by
reading his column in the Utusan
Malaysia, the only day when he
would buy the newspaper. He fi-
nally met Rustam face-to-face in a
Reformasi demonstration in Jalan
Tuanku Abdul Rahman in 1999.
‘What sort of a person goes to a
demonstration in batik shirt and
leather shoes?’, he quipped.  Well,
Rustam did. However, after sev-
eral long hours catching up with
him about old times and current
affairs, Hisham said he discov-
ered that Rustam was very much
the same radical intellectual of
old.

Alas, their attempts to work to-
gether on two projects were aban-
doned, the first because Hisham
ended up in jail during 1999-
2001, and the second because
Rustam fell ill and found it diffi-
cult to move around. Nonetheless,
Rustam was a soul-mate to the
end.

Noraini Othman, Rustam’s long-

Demonstrating in
batik shirt

The real thing
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I shared with a few around me
how I had first met Rustam in the
United States in the late 1970s
when we were both post-gradu-
ate students. He was in Yale and I

was in Cornell. And
because we studied
many common sub-
jects, and shared
many perspectives,
we struck a chord
immediately. I con-
tinued to interact
with Rustam after
we returned from
the US. He assumed
a teaching position
in UKM, and I, one
in USM.  Over the
past two decades

we had occasion to exchange
ideas and to debate with one an-
other. I also used to ask his per-
mission to carry one or another of
his articles (usually edited down
to magazine-article length) in
Aliran Monthly.  After several such
occasions, Rustam, applied to be-
come an Aliran member not long
ago. We were thrilled to bits that
he considered us worth joining.
No doubt, his articles in Aliran
Monthly have helped to enhance
our appeal.

In conclusion, Aliran wishes to
record its deepest condolences to
Puan Rohani Zainal Abidin, to
Rustam’s children Azrani and
Azriani, his daughter-in-law Ku
Salha Ku Adnan, and his grand-
daughter Arissa Azrani.

Semoga Allah mencucuri rahmat-
Nya ke atas roh beliau dan
memberti kekuatan kepada
seluruh ahli keluarga beliau.
Amin!

time colleague in UKM and
collaborater in many social
causes, next took to the floor. She
read a tribute from her husband,
Clive Kessler, also a very close
friend of Rustam’s. For Clive,
Rustam was one of the smartest
people he had ever met, any-
where! He was the ‘exem-
plary cosmopolitan mod-
ern Malay…yet was
grounded in his own cul-
ture...’  In this day and age
when we talk about pub-
lic intellectuals, ‘Rustam,’
said Clive, was ‘simply the
real thing’. Read Clive’s
tribute to Rustam in full in
the preceding article.

Rustam’s children,
Azrani, then Ariani, ad-
dressed us next. They
shared on how Rustam and
Rohani filled the family’s quality
time together not only with talk of
freedom, justice and truth, but
with lots of love. Azrani revealed
that ‘Bapak’s greatest joy’ was
when people read the things he
wrote. Read, therefore, Rustam’s
writings that he has left behind.
Grapple, too, Azrani pleaded,
with the teasing question ‘Are we
a failed nation?’ that Rustam
asked us.

Ariani emphasised her father’s
writings in Malay, his contribu-
tions to the development and use
of bahasa yang berbudi. Bapak, she
said tiada ajenda selain telus, ingin
perdebatan, demi perubahan sosial
(had no other agenda except to be
transparent and truthful, to invite
debate, in the cause of social
change). Enjoy the tributes in full
by Azrani and Ariani, which ac-
company this report.

It was time for Anwar Ibrahim to

speak. He revealed that Rustam
had insisted that he must review
the two books for the occasion, not
simply cut the ribbon. And so he
did, one book after another, briefly.
This is not the occasion to focus
on DSAI’s musings on Rustam’s
writings. Rather, it is to stress

Anwar’s call to all present to read
and think about the contents of
Rustam’s latest two books. Anwar
also revealed that he had read
many of Rustam’s other writings
while he was in jail, sent to him
via the Dewan Bahasa dan
Pustaka, where Rohani worked.

Now that all the speeches were
done, the speakers mounted the
stage and the hall applauded
thunderously when Anwar
launched the two books by push-
ing apart the boards on stage, be-
hind which were posters of the
two new books. Another short
prayer followed.

Then it was time for tea in the ad-
joining room. The family, the dig-
nitaries, and the guests from all
walks of Malaysian life mingled.
Many shared with one another
their past encounters with Rustam
– in the university, in the party, in
debates and seminars, and in the
streets.

Aliran member
R u s t a m

q
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And if he were here today, to see
all of you, all the people that have
been “touched” by his writings,
thoughts, opinions and his even
sharp criticism over the years, he
would have been extremely proud
and honoured.

On behalf of my family, I would
like to thank friends and family
members for the tributes that have
been pouring in and for the sup-
port you have given us during this
difficult time. Your words have
been both consoling and comfort-
ing and we will never forget them.
We would also like to thank the
Strategic Information and Re-
search Development Centre for
bringing these two books to life for
my father.

In these two books, Papa has pro-
vided us with both a lesson in so-
cial and political history (in So-
cial Roots) and a snapshot of the
issues that we need to tackle mov-
ing forward based on the concerns
that he had of our present times.
With these two books, Papa has
provided us a picture of the past,
a picture of the present, and some
ideas to achieve a better future.

Papa has left us - but he left us with
truly the greatest gift that any fa-
ther could have passed on to his
son, that any individual could have
given to his nation: his words.

And he has left us with a ques-
tion: Are we a failed nation? And
I believe that the greatest tribute
that we all could give my father is
to take his messages in this book
and work in our own ways to-
wards a better Malaysia so that
the generations of Bangsa Malay-
sia to come can say we have suc-
ceeded as a nation. For my father
knows, we could do better.

He was a man of integrity and conviction and
his only agenda was to build a better world for
his children and fellow Malaysians

oleh Ariani Rustam

alaupun kami seke-
luarga merasa amat
berbelah-bagi untuk
menghadiri majlis

pelancaran buku arwah Papa
saya pada hari ini, namun kami
yakin bahawa beliau sendiri
menginginkan kami agar
meneruskannya. Sebenarnya,
acara ini sendiri adalah satu
peninggalan yang amat
bermakna arwah Papa – hasil
pemikirannya terpancar di
seluruh pelusuk dewan ini, dari
susunan kerusi meja, ke rekaan
grafik pada poster-poster dan
susunan aturcara, walaupun
pada hari ini beberapa perubahan
terpaksa dibuat. Kami sekeluarga
ingin mengucapkan terima kasih
kepada pihak SIRD bukan hanya
kerana menerbitkan buku-buku
arwah, tetapi juga kerana
meneruskan acara pada petang

ini sebagai memperingati
perjuangan arwah Papa.

Dalam kehidupannya hinggalah
ke akhir hayatnya, arwah Papa
merupakan seorang pejuang yang
tidak suka menyusahkan orang
lain. Beliau tidak pernah meminta
atau mengharapkan sebarang
pemberian daripada orang.
Integriti, maruah dan egonya amat
tinggi. Budaya meminta-minta,
mengampu, mengharapkan
agihan tidak ada dalam kosa kata
kehidupannya.

Mungkin kerana itulah beliau
boleh menulis dan menyatakan
pandangan dan pendapatnya
dengan tegas, berani dan kritis.
Malah, kami sekeluarga turut
tidak lari daripada pandangan
kritikal arwah. Pasti ada juga di
kalangan hadirin dalam dewan

WWWWW

Gentleman public
i n t e l l e c t u a l

q
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yang pernah merasa kritikan tajam yang
kadangkala berbisa. Walaupun Papa orangnya
sinis, namun senantiasa menyatakan
pandangannya dengan bahasa yang berbudi dan
indah.

Yang pasti, pandangan, kritikan dan teguran beliau
lahir daripada pemerhatian yang jujur, telus dan
tidak mempunyai sebarang agenda peribadi atau
mengharapkan apa-apa balasan di dunia. Agenda
beliau yang utama adalah untuk mencetuskan
perdebatan – sekalipun hanya sekadar mengocak
minda – agar dapat membina landasan untuk
perubahan sosial yang amat diperlukan dalam
masyarakat kita.

Sewaktu idea untuk menerbitkan buku Failed Na-
tion? mula dibincangkan, arwah Papa merasakan
bahawa kandungan buku ini amat penting untuk
menunjukkan bahawa kerisauan beliau (dan juga
teman-teman akademik dan pemikir yang
seangkatan dengan beliau) tentang penyakit-
penyakit sosial yang sedang menghalang usaha

untuk membina sebuah negarabangsa Malaysia
telah pun dinyatakan sejak berpuluh tahun lalu.

Papa kadang-kadang berjenaka bahawa
pandangan seorang akademik/pemikir sering
tidak mendapat recognition,  tidak seperti
pandangan seorang ahli politik. Maka itulah,
Papa amat berbesar hati dengan bibit-bibit
perubahan yang mulai tampak muncul pada 8
Mac 2008 lalu, dan ternanti-nanti hari bila
seorang intelektual/pemikir akan menjadi
pemimpin besar negara – bukan kerana beliau
terlalu menyanjungi pemimpin atau mempunyai
apa-apa agenda politik tersendiri, tetapi kerana
Papa tidak mahu Malaysia menjadi sebuah failed
nation. Kalaupun ada agenda peribadi atau self-
ish reasons untuk beliau terus berjuang, itupun
hanya kerana beliau tidak mau cucu
kesayangannya Arissa Azrani membesar di
dalam sebuah negara yang tidak bebas
pemikirannya, yang lemah etikanya dan cetek
ilmunya.

Bagi kami, arwah adalah seorang family man yang
meletakkan keluarganya di tangga teratas
perhatiannya. Papa sendiri, walaupun sangat
menyanjungi arwah ayahandanya, Ahmad
Boestamam sebagai seorang pemikir dan pejuang,
tidak mempunyai hubungan yang begitu rapat
dengan arwah ayahnya. Maka itu beliau amat
mementingkan keluarganya – jika arwah ayahanda
beliau terpaksa berkorbankan kehidupan keluarga
untuk perjuangan politik yang heroic, apa saja
pengorbanan yang dibuat oleh arwah Papa tidak
pernah membebankan atau menyusahkan kami
sekeluarga. Sehingga ke akhir hayatnya arwah
Papa menunaikan janji itu kepada dirinya.

Arwah Papa yang kami kenali pasti tidak mahu
kesedihan kami atas kehilangannya menjadi
penghalang kepada penerusan tradisi pemikiran
dan perjuangan menerusi mata pena beliau. Beliau
pasti mahukan kita semua terus memikirkan masa
depan negarabangsa kita ini dan memerdekakan
minda rakyat. Papa faham, setiap orang berjuang
dengan cara tersendiri walaupun dalam medan
perang yang sama. Perjuangan beliau adalah
perjuangan seorang gentleman, tetapi intipati
perjuangan itu tidak kurang sumbangannya ke arah
mencapai cita-cita murni beliau untuk mewujudkan
sebuah negarabangsa Malaysia. q
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n July 2007, the Solid
Waste and Public
Cleansing Management
Bill 2007 and the Solid

Waste and Public Management
Corporation Bill 2007 were
passed by the Parliament.

Consequential amendments were
also made to three other related
Bills and were passed.

They were the Local Government
(Amendment) Bill; the Street,
Drainage and Building (Amend-
ment) Bill; and the Town and
Country Planning (Amendment)
Bill.

The Bills will result in the setting-
up of a National Solid Waste
Management Department as the
regulatory body and the Solid
Waste Management Corporation
to take over the role of managing
solid waste from the local authori-
ties.

In the name of recycling, reducing
and reusing, the Bill was passed.
Without it, the waste
concessionaires now sign yearly
contracts with individual local
authorities to collect and dispose
of rubbish and face the difficulty of
collecting payment for their serv-
ices. With the passing of the Bills,
the people will be made to pay for
the garbage collection service.

The Bills were formulated after
the plan to privatise the solid
waste management turned sour
in the northern region, with
Northern Waste Management
backing out and Environment
Idaman, tasked by the Housing
and Local Government Ministry
with handling solid waste in
Penang, Perak, Perlis and Kedah,
complaining that it was unable to
take over the job from many coun-
cils.

Landfills have traditionally been
the predominant and principal
method of waste disposal in Ma-
laysia. A sanitary landfill site is a
waste disposal facility in which
waste is deposited into the
ground and covered. As part of the
country’s waste management
strategy, the federal government
aspires to develop properly engi-
neered sanitary landfills to re-
place traditional facilities.

Are landfills a viable option for
solid waste management?  The folly
of past practice has revealed that
even well managed sanitary
landfills lacked subsurface barri-
ers to prevent toxic substances –
perhaps from discarded materials
such as household cleaning agents,
used automobile batteries, waste
oils and solvents – from leaching

into water supplies. Moisture seep-
ing through the ground also
caused metal drums and barrels to
rust and leak, eventually releasing
their toxic contents.

Rapid development and the lack
of space for new landfills make
acquisition of large land areas a
time consuming and difficult
proposition, always ending up
with protests from the public. If
the locations of landfills are lo-
cated farther from the municipal
areas, there will be high haulage
costs. Furthermore, landfill gas
emissions, resulting from the deg-
radation of biodegradable waste,
pose another problem. How is the
landfill operator going to collect
and combust the gas to destroy the
toxics?  All these require hefty in-
vestment, which local govern-
ments can ill afford.

Although the Cabinet in 2005 en-
dorsed the Nation Strategic Plan,
which outlined an integrated and
holistic approach to waste man-
agement, this is what the federal
government and the
concessionaires delivered to us.

According to The Star  (21 March
2006), the concessionaires say sort-
ing out our dump-site woes will
require the closure of existing old
dumps, their replacement with a
few large engineered landfills and

ENVIRONMENT

Waste not, dump not
Pakatan state governments must look at alternative options
for solid waste management that build on public
participation

by Ong Eu Soon

OOOOO

Viable option?
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backing that up with a network of
waste transfer stations. At the
transfer stations, recyclables will
be recovered and the waste com-
pacted for easier transportation to
the landfills.

These ideas are contained in their
master plans. Southern Waste
Management (SWM), for instance,
plans to build three engineered
landfills in Johor and one each in
Malacca and Negri Sembilan over
the next 20 years.

Alam Flora’s strategy for the
Klang Valley includes two
landfills, an incinerator and nine
waste transfer stations. For
Pahang, it is planning landfills in
Kuantan, Temerloh and Bentong,
and an incinerator in Cameron
Highlands.

The group had 62 landfills under
its concessionaire areas in
Selangor, Kuala Lumpur and
Pahang in 1996 but now operates
only 18. It did not take over the
Kajang, Klang, Hulu Selangor,
Ampang and Cameron Highland
landfills as well as those in
Kelantan and Terengganu.

Landfilling has been a convenient
and relatively low-cost method of
getting rid of unwanted materials.
But the convenience can no longer
be justified as landfill space be-
comes scarce and as hauling and
disposal costs skyrocket.

Sanitary landfills should not be
the one and only option in solid
waste management. It is not an
efficient way of waste recovery.
The present waste recovery rate of
3 per cent does not augur well for
the federal government to concen-
trate its effort on building sanitary
landfills while ignoring other sus-
tainable options such as source
reduction, recycling and

composting in dealing with solid
waste management.

For waste recovery and recycling
to be successful, pre-sorting of the
components of waste is a neces-
sity and this requires active pub-
lic participation. Under the ruling
BN government, public participa-
tion is discouraged, making par-
ticipatory waste management im-
possible to be implement. In con-
nection with this, corruption
emerges as a serious problem at
all levels of local governments.

A new policy approach should be
adopted to instil a sense of com-
mon responsibility towards
waste, and to create overall strat-
egies for waste management that
do more than pay mere lip service
to the concept of sustainability.

Options such as vermiculture and
recycling, which have the mini-
mum economic cost and environ-
mental impact and are socially
acceptable, should be encouraged
on a voluntary basis, through gov-
ernment incentives in the form of
financial or other support.

 Community-based waste man-
agement projects that emphasise
a participatory approach are vi-
able alternatives to cope with se-
verely inadequate municipal
waste services. They will also will
increase the lifespan of our
landfills by diverting and reduc-
ing what is put into it.

Under the initiative, marginal
groups or families should be en-
couraged, trained, and financed
to take up Vermiculture.

Vermiculture appears to be an in-
novative sustainable technology
for waste treatment, which holds a

promising future in solid waste
management. It is a technology that
is easy to implement, has low risk
with a high return of investment.

The core activity taken up in this
initiative is based on the sustain-
able use of biodiversity. In this
activity the organic waste is con-
verted into effective bio fertiliser
or vermi compost. The only asset
involved is the earthworm, which
gets doubled as the days pass. The
operator of vermiculture earns by
selling them and the compost.
This initiative is easily replicable
and is financially self-sustainable
in the long term.

In fulfilling the promises of their
election manifesto, the Pakatan
Rakyat state governments should
explore the transformative poten-
tial of such strategies to enhance
service delivery and local democ-
racy through empowering the
most marginalised.

The following are pertinent fac-
tors that the Pakatan Rakyat state
governments should take into
consideration when planning for
solid waste management:

• With centralised privatisation
of solid waste management,
the potential of BN hatching a
scheme to sabotage waste col-
lection to make the Pakatan
Rakyat state governments look
stupid and inept cannot be ig-
nored, considering what has
happened in Klang.

• Either the people or the local
authorities will continue to
pay exorbitant bills for waste
collection.

• How to address the emergence
of environmental issues result-
ing from landfills.

• Landfill site identification has
the tendency to generate con-
troversy and social protest.

Public participation

q
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When the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) ruled that Singapore
has sovereignty over the disputed
island of Pulau Batu Puteh, Ma-
laysia is given the Middle Rocks.
Soon after ther decision has been
made the Malaysian Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Datuk Seri Dr
Rais Yatim immediately went
about to announce that “We won
half and Singapore won half.  So
I say it’s a win-win situation.”

I don’t think many Malaysians
could agree with him.  Any way
can’t he differentiate the size of
Pulau Batu Puteh and Middle
Rocks?  Singapore has much to
gain.  Pulau Batu Puteh is a big-
ger island with a lighthouse, a
jetty and quarters for the Singa-
pore navy whereas Middle Rocks
is nothing more than two useless
rocks the size of Kancil cars that
only surface above the water line
during low tide.  What is there to
be proud of?

So I say Malaysia has lost and Sin-
gapore has won.  We lost the is-
land of Batu Puteh to Singapore
because of our own carelessness.
Now Singapore has gained addi-
tional territory.

Meanwhile, to ease the pain and
disappointment of fellow
Malaysians I woulds suggest
Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim go and
plant Jalur Gemilang on Middle
Rocks.  At least Singapore will
learn to respect what belongs to
Malaysia even if it is a pile of
rocks!

Tunku Yusof Jewa
Kota Bharu

Bold action is needed by the
Barisan Nasional to set up time-
bound targets and goals that can
meet the main grievances of the
Indian Malaysian masses and
their deep sense of being left out
of the development that the coun-
try and other communities have
experienced during the past fifty
years.

The following set of programmes
can provide an important start to
ensuring that the Indian commu-
nity has its fair share of the re-
sources and opportunities to lift
it from its present status of
marginalisation and exclusion.
These programmes and projects
should be backed up by financial
allocations and other bench
marks that are transparent and
easily monitored within the Gov-
ernment as well as outside – the
latter is to take into account the
allegations that whatever special
allocations set aside for the Indi-
ans in the past have been diverted
to undeserving or vested interest
groups.

1. The Higher Education Minis-
try, Education Ministry and other
ministries and agencies engaged
in training should increase the
intake of Indian poor and middle
class at all levels of education and
training as soon as possible.  To
make up for past under-enrol-
ment and lost time, higher targets
than the Indian proportion of to-
tal population should be estab-
lished so that the goal of equita-
ble Indian participation in edu-

Letters must not exceed 250
words and must include the
writer's name and address.
Pseudonyms may be used. Send
letters or emails to Editor (see
page 3 for address details).
Views expressed need not reflect
those of Aliran. If e-mailing,
include message in the e-mail
body itself.

Fighting for ownership
over a pile of rocks

Will MIC and govt live
up to their rhetoric?
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cation and training (and other
forms of human resource devel-
opment) can be attained before the
next Malaysia Plan

2. The Public Services Commis-
sion should increase the intake of
Indian youth selected for service
in the public sector at state and
federal levels as soon as possible.
Again, higher levels of intake may
be necessary in some sectors to
make up for previous under-
achievement.  Special attention
should be given to correcting the
under-representation of Indians
at the higher levels of the civil
service so that the Government
does not lend credence to the al-
legation that Indian employment
in the public sector is largely con-
fined to lower level and low-pay-
ing jobs that no one else is will-
ing to perform.

3. Finally, the Ministries involved
with rural and urban develop-
ment should target Indian poor
groups and communities in their
projects and programmes imme-
diately.  This can be easily done
by requiring tracking of the par-
ticulars of recipients of assistance
or support provided by the agen-
cies and putting in a condition
that there be a certain threshold
of Indian participation required
before there is budgetary ap-
proval of the planned activity or
programme or project.

If the Government can implement
these three proposals, I am sure
that we will be able to overcome
the unhappiness and dissatisfac-
tion of our fellow Indian
Malaysians and, in the process,
help bring about a more equita-
ble and integrated nation. If, how-
ever, as the cynics predict, the as-
surances and promises remain

empty rhetoric geared for only the
elections, then the party and gov-
ernment will lose further credibil-
ity and the support of many
Malaysians, including myself,
who are quietly observing the
post-Hindraf developments in
our country.

Koon Yew Yin

In the new coalition state govern-
ments of Kedah, Penang, Perak
and Selangor, DAP-PKR-Pas
have to fulfill their promises, as
enunciated in their respective
manifestos to the rakyat. If they
work hard and sincerely for the
rakyat and in the spirit of give-
and-take, they can be assured of
the rakyat’s continued support
and cooperation. Otherwise,
come the next election, the elec-
torate will show them the exit as
swiftly as it had voted them in.

Hence, in Pas-led Kedah and
Perak, the state governments
should rule with wisdom and
fairness to allay the fears of the
non-Muslims. Pas should stress
more on the commonalities that
unite us, such as love, compas-
sion, humility, justice, equality
and our common humanity as es-
poused by the world’s greatest
religions. In short, all these are
universal values. Therefore, Pas
should focus more on the sub-
stance rather than the outward
form of Islam. In this way, we see
our shared values and this will
certainly contribute, in no small
measure, towards national unity.
In this context, it is noteworthy
that the Pas-led Kelantan govern-
ment has gained the confidence
and respect of the non-Muslims
there for its fairness and integrity.

Yes, a new dawn and a new hope
for Malaysia have arrived!

C.M. Wong
Rawang

I propose that all Members of Par-
liament, including ministers, and
State Assembly members, includ-
ing Mentris Besar, should submit
a statutory declaration of their
current assets to the Speaker who
will then table it in Parliament or
State Assembly. Then a copy of
this should be made available to
the members of the Press. (By the
way the word “besar” means big.
Who is big? This term should be
dropped and they should be only
called Ketua Mentri or Chief Min-
ister of a particular state rather
than Mentri Besar.)

Also a copy of this asset declara-
tion should be sent to the Inland
Revenue Board so that the board
can keep an eye on their submis-
sion of income. Such is the re-
quirement in the UK, the US,
Canada, Australia, India and
many other Commonwealth coun-
tries.

As you know, under-declaring
income tax and tax avoidance is
the order of the day.  The depart-
ment loses billions of ringgit every
year.  Because big fish always es-
capes.

Hamid Ibrahim

I must put on record the disgrace-
ful and shameless manner in

A new dawn

Mains t ream media ’s
disgraceful and

shameful conduct

MPs should declare
assets to Parliament
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tered down over the years.

The mere existence of a ‘strong’
opposition does not mean that the
rakyat can sit on their laurels and
expect change to happen. Previ-
ously overwhelming majorities
given to the Barisan Nasional
coupled with blind loyalty to the
BN did not necessarily propagate
change so there is no reason to
take it for granted that a strong
opposition will bring about this
change. The sad reality is that
systemic corruption, lack of trans-
parency, imminent worldwide
economic woes and an abused af-
firmative action policy all require
urgent action.

We must be vigilant in constantly
reviewing and evaluating govern-
ment actions and the progress
made on the impressive manifes-
tos so proudly flaunted by politi-
cal parties before the election.

Yogeswaran Subramaniam
Sydney

We would like to voice out our
dissatisfaction in the EPF
scheme chosen by a group of
teachers. We have chosen the
EPF scheme as the retirement
scheme. There is no gratuity and
medical benefits after retirement
according to this scheme. This
is very unfair to us . We were not
given any briefings on the ben-
efits and information of the EPF
scheme so we chose hastily and
blindly. We were asked (forced)
to choose it in only a short time.
We are civil servants and teach-
ers who have contributed to so-
ciety so we ought to have all the
benefits especially the medical

which the NST and The Star went
about reporting the election cam-
paign for the 12th General Elec-
tion, aided and abetted by the mis-
information on all the local TV
channels. If one had swallowed
the lies, half truths and fairy tales,
the Barisan should have swept
the elections. Instead, the Barisan
was almost swept away.

Now that both the NST and The
Star have had their noses rubbed
in the dust, don’t you think that
the most honorable thing for these
Editors-in-Chief is to tender their
resignations and apologise to the
public for being a set of low down,
boot-licking personalities of the
powers-that-be? How could they
both stoop so low? Whatever hap-
pened to their duty to uphold the
freedom of press and ensure bal-
anced and fair reporting? Is their
annual printing permit more pre-
cious than the freedom of the
press?

Wong of The Star had the audac-
ity to personally join in and sub-
tly threaten the public, of the con-
sequences of rejecting the Barisan
Nasional. Whilst, we understand
that the Star belongs to the MCA,
Wong owes the public a duty,
which is higher than the duty he
owes his paymasters. If he does
not even know this fact, he should
stop writing his weekly Sunday
column and creating the impres-
sion of what a good Christian he
is. If he was a good Christian, he
would not have behaved in the
manner he did in the weeks be-
fore the election.

The editorials, news reports,
analysis and even photographs
reminded one of the so-called free
press in the old Soviet Union.
They seem to have outdone the

communist propaganda state
machinery in order to please their
political masters. It was this re-
fusal to hear the truth and being
in a continuous denial state that
led to their downfall. The NST
and The Star, the so-called ‘peo-
ples paper’, have played the same
role and done a great favour to
the Opposition, by leading their
masters to believe that they were
invincible.

Ajit Singh Jessy

I believe that when the new state
government of Penang intro-
duces new economic strategies
to benefit all Malaysians with-
out marginalising any ethnic
group, it will be fair to all. All
Malaysians will be motivated to
work hard to achieve their own
targets by their own merits;
many of our ‘Bumiputra’ friends
would stand proud to show the
world that their achievements
are well deserving, just like their
fellow non-bumiputras (by merit
and not by special privileges).
For those “few” who keep fail-
ing (dependance on government
aid became a cause for their fail-
ure),  put in more efforts to
achieve what you want! Vision
2020  will become a reality to look
forward to.

LiL

Given the Barisan Nasional’s
majority in parliament, it would
be extremely difficult if not impos-
sible for the Opposition to undo
the damage done to constitutional
rights that have been severely wa-

New economic
s t r a t e g i e s

Remain vigilant

Teachers dissatisfied
with EPF scheme
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ith the thrashing that
they got in the 12th.GE,
the BN is now in ICU
and they are doing a

post mortem to find out what hap-
pened.

To help BN with this task, the
following medical report has
been prepared to identify the
diseases/illnesses that have
been plaguing it and how these
ailments have caused this sick-
ening organisation to become so
sick that major surgery is now
being considered.

DiagnosisDiagnosisDiagnosisDiagnosisDiagnosis
• Overeating - gorged themselves

and ate too much of the peo-
ple’s money

• Heart failure - did not have a
heart to really care about the
rakyat

• Rectal cancer and constipation
- did not expel all the s*** from
the system

• Diabetes - fondness for sweet
things, i.e. saying sweet things
to try and con the rakyat (in
plain English, lying)

• Stroke - stroked too much of
their own ego and became too
arrogant

• Overworking - too busy run-
ning here and there cutting
deals for own benefit

• Alzheimer’s - forgot to play the
proper role of an elected repre-
sentative

• Obsessive-compulsive neuro-
sis - obsession with cleaning,
especially sweeping things
under the carpet

A  ‘med i ca l ’  pe r spe c t i v e  on
why the BN did badly
in the recent elections

• HP6 - a mutation of the deadly
H5N1 (bird flu) virus which
manifests itself in the form of
idiocy or semi-idiocy, thus the
descriptor: half past six (HP6).
Many members of the BN are
infected.

• VD - Very Deaf. Did not listen
to the grievances of the rakyat
and did not heed the healthy
advice and feedback from
bloggers.

• Colour Blind - a form of visual
impairment which is directly
the opposite of being colour
blind. There is a fixation on
color and everything must al-
ways be discussed in terms of
‘colour’ - Malay,

• Chinese, Indian etc.
• Liver problems - failure to de-

Liver on promises
• ‘Inverted Cerebranus - a new

form of disease where the cer-
ebrum and anus are trans-
posed causing highly irra-
tional and objectionable behav-
iour, like brandishing ancient
weapons and ranting racial
slurs and threats

PrognosisPrognosisPrognosisPrognosisPrognosis
Not good and definitely a termi-
nal case. Chances of recovery are
one in a gadzillion, about the
same odds as Osama converting
to the Jewish faith and becoming
a messenger of world peace.

CureCureCureCureCure
No known cure. Euthanasia rec-
ommended. Suggest drinking lac-
quer – at least it will ensure a beau-
tiful finish. - Political doctorPolitical doctorPolitical doctorPolitical doctorPolitical doctor

WWWWW

benefits when we retire.

We feel that it is indeed unfair be-
cause we realise the benefits com-
pared to the pension scheme is not
good as so we lose out in all the
benefits. We believe the EPF
money will not be enough for us
in the later years.

We hope the NUTP will help us
so that we would be able to
change back to the pension
scheme. We know it is possible to
change back to the pension
scheme as it was done previously
with the teachers. Moreover, we
know it is not our mistake for
choosing the wrong scheme as we
were not given full information
and were asked to choose hast-
ily.

We hope NUTP will help to fight
for our rights here so that we will
feel secure in our old age when
we retire then.

(Signed by 12 individuals)

I just wonder why Aliran  which
stands for justice etc. did not
speak up for the doctor  who suf-
fered grave injustice under the
Private Healthcare Services and
Facilities Act (PHSFA)  which is
most unfair to doctors . I suppose
nothing more can be done now to
help the doctor who would have
served his jail term already (for
not registering his clinic), but do
you feel like I do that an injustice
has again been committed right
before our very eyes and we didn’t
or couldn’t do anything about it.

A compassionate Malaysian

Aliran did not
speak up for
jailed doctor
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Aliran is happy that Umno Youth
chief Datuk Seri Hishammuddin
has finally come down to earth
and to his senses. It is good of him
to realise his unspoken mistake
and to “apologise to the non-
Malays if they felt afraid of the
symbol”. It was not only the rais-
ing of the keris as a symbol of
strength and Malay supremacy
that upset many Malaysians but
the seditious, threatening, pro-
vocative utterances of some Umno
delegates that aroused the anger
of all thinking Malaysians.

What was sickening was the fact
that these highly defamatory and
inflammatory speeches were al-
lowed and accepted by the Umno
Youth general assembly without
a word of caution or reprimand.

Not only that, Malaysians - in-
cluding members of the BN coali-
tion partners – were rebuked for
their reaction to the keris-raising
incident and to the vicious utter-
ances by some extreme elements
from Umno Youth. People who re-
acted to this incident were taken
to task for living in this country
for so many years and not know-
ing Malay culture.

But then they forget that the keris-
kissing and brandishing of the
keris was never a common display
of culture in this country. None of
the Umno leaders in all our his-
tory had acted in this provocative
manner until Hishammuuddin
and his cohorts very arrogantly
introduced this practice in 2005
and very defiantly repeated it in
2006.

After the disastrous performance
of the BN in the 12th General Elec-
tion, even Umno leaders admitted
that this raising, kissing and bran-
dishing of the keris had contrib-
uted to their dismal performance.
It is good that certain Umno lead-
ers are able to see the truth at last.

But Hisham-muddin is far re-
moved from reality when he con-
tends that “the issue was not as
big as it was made out to be”. He
is still in denial mode and per-
haps too proud even to admit the
severe damage that he and his
cohorts had caused for the BN.

Hishammuddin must admit his

A record of A record of A record of A record of A record of Aliran'sAliran'sAliran'sAliran'sAliran's stand on current affairs. stand on current affairs. stand on current affairs. stand on current affairs. stand on current affairs.

Umno Youth and
the keris incident
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mistake committed in 2005 and
repeated in 2006 – only then can
his apology be meaningful. Oth-
erwise, his apology will be mis-
construed as a public relations
exercise to whitewash Umno
Youth.

P Ramakrishnan
President

26 April 2008

Charter 2000-Aliran is appalled
by the Malaysian authorities’ ac-
tion in charging prominent
blogger Raja Petra Kamaruddin
with sedition for allegedly imply-
ing that deputy prime minister
Najib Razak was involved in the
sensational killing of a young
Mongolian woman.

The sedition charge stems from a
25 April article, titled “Let’s Send
the Altantuya Murderers to Hell”,
that Raja Petra posted on his
popular Malaysia Today website.

We, like many other concerned
Malaysians, are shocked that
such a sedition charged has been
used against Raja Petra as op-
posed to a more appropriate ac-
tion that could have been taken
by the aggrieved party (i.e. Najib
and wife), which is to sue Raja
Petra for supposed defamation.
Raja Petra now sits in remand in
Sungai Buloh Prison after refus-
ing bail, and he will remain there
until 6 October, when his trial be-
gins. If found guilty, he could be
jailed for up to three years and/or
face a fine of up to RM5,000.

Under the Sedition Act, a “sedi-
tious tendency” implies, among
other things, “a tendency to bring

into hatred or con-
tempt or to excite
d i s a f f e c t i o n
against any Ruler
or against any
Government”. Are
we to conclude
that alleging com-
plicity in a murder
case on the part of
a government
leader is tanta-
mount to causing
the Malaysian
public to go
against the entire
(federal) govern-
ment? Would one
supposedly rotten
apple spoil the
whole tree?

The authorities’
action only raises
more questions. It

raises suspicion that it is meant
not only to politically bludgeon
Raja Petra but also to make an ex-
ample of him for the rest of the
blogging fraternity and civil soci-
ety.

Many Malaysians are clearly not
impressed with the latest turn of
events. In a sense, it reveals just
how out of touch the authorities
are with the new political reali-
ties after 8 March especially in
dealing with an electorate that
now demands greater respect for
freedom of the media and of ex-
pression.

Dr Mustafa K Anuar & Anil Netto
Coordinators

Charter 2000-Aliran
6 May 2008

Aliran is happy to note that the
Lingam Tape Report has been fi-
nally concluded and the Report
submitted to His Majesty the Yang
di-Pertuan Agong.

But Aliran is perturbed that there
is no indication that the Report
will be made public. It is our con-
sidered view that the public is
entitled to have access to the
Lingam Tape Report. We demand
that this Report be made public.

It must be remembered that the
Royal Commission was set up
to investigate the scandalous
goings-on in the judiciary be-
cause an outraged public de-
manded that such a Commis-
sion was necessary to get to the
bottom of the judicial crisis and
to expose the rot in the judici-
ary. There was a long tussle be-
tween the public and the

Lingam Tape Report
must be made public

Sedition charge on
blogger Raja Petra

raises  more quest ions  
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Barisan Nasional government
in this matter and finally it was
the public will that prevailed.

It is in the public interest that
the government is obliged to be
transparent and accountable to
the nation. It cannot and should
not ignore this responsibility to
make the findings public. It must
respond to this demand to show
that there is a genuine attempt
to clean up the rot in the judici-
ary.

Let’s not forget that tax-payers
money was involved in setting up
this Commission and the work it
entailed. Thus, the public has a
right of access to this Report.

We have every right to know the
findings of this Commission, its
recommendations and whether
there is any justification for its
conclusions. This right cannot
be denied under whatever cir-
cumstances and for whatever
reasons.

We call upon the Prime Minister
to respond positively to this de-
mand and to make the Lingam
Tape Report public.

P Ramakrishnan
President

10 May 2008

It has been brought to Aliran’s at-
tention that ISA detainee and
Hindraf adviser P Uthayakumar

has suffered a mild
heart attack while un-
der detention in
Kamunting.

We are further in-
formed that
Uthayakumar under-
went an ECG test last
Monday at the
Taiping Hospital and
was told that it was
necessary for him to
be referred to the Na-
tional Heart Institute
(IJN) for further tests.

We understand that
there was no follow-
up to this recommen-
dation and that

Show your humanity,
Mr PM

Uthayakumar had been sent back
to Kamunting without any indi-
cation whether he would be al-
lowed further treatment at IJN.

What is disturbing is the fact that
the anxious family’s appeals to
the Prime Minister’s office and to
the Home Minister that he be sent
to IJN for treatment have been to-
tally ignored. There was not even
the courtesy of  a reply.

In matters concerning heart dis-
ease, things can easily go wrong
and can take a turn for the worse
suddenly and unexpectedly. As a
human being, Uthayakumar
should not be put to this unneces-
sary risk especially when IJN is
so far away from Taiping if some-
thing were to happen to his heart
in the middle of the night.

Aliran, on behalf of civil society,
would like to appeal to the Prime
Minister to show that there is com-
passion and humanity in his ad-
ministration and act in a humane
manner by instructing that
Uthayakumar be referred to IJN.

P Ramakrishnan
President

11 May 2008

It is troubling to read the Prime
Minister’s view on the Lingam
Tape Report with regard to
whether it would be made public
or not. In responding to this ques-
tion, he had said, “I want to see
what is inside, what is being said
and examine it in details before
deciding.”

This means he has an option ei-

Lingam Tape Report:
I t ’s  not  an opt ion but

an obligation
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ther to make the Report public or
deny the people access to its con-
tents. This option is not acceptable
to civil society.

The contents of the Report con-
cern a national issue of grave im-
portance. It concerns the nation.
The citizens are the stakeholders.
As such, it cannot be left to one
individual to decide
whether this nation should
have access to the informa-
tion disclosed in the Report.

Justice itself is dependent
on the integrity and inde-
pendence of the judiciary.
But this has been clearly
violated, debased and des-
ecrated by unscrupulous
judges who betrayed their
oath of office.  This grave
situation demands that we
spare no effort in restoring
the integrity, independence
and impartiality of the ju-
diciary.

This is the only way to put
back the shine on the judi-
ciary and rescue its tattered and
tarnished image so that the cause
of justice can be served without
fear or favour. There is a desper-
ate need to bring back the lost cred-
ibility that has been sacrificed on
the altar of political expedience.

This is why we need to know who
compromised their judicial posi-
tions, who betrayed the Constitu-
tion, who miserably failed in their
sworn duty to uphold justice.
These recalcitrant judges must be
exposed – not protected. This
truth must not be buried - once
again - by the refusal to disclose
the contents of the Report.

People with memory would recall

that Justice Datuk Syed Ahmad
Idid in his patriotic duty tried to
expose the rot in the judiciary in
his 33-page position-pen letter
that shockingly revealed the
crooks in the judiciary, their cor-
ruption, their immoral behaviour
and their lack of integrity.

That episode was buried by a

sham investigation by someone
who thundered that he would get
to the bottom of the truth - “we will
ferret them out, whoever they are,
and bring them to justice”, so
proudly promised the former At-
torney General and Public Pros-
ecutor.

The truth was never allowed to
prevail because he himself had
been implicated in the sordid af-
fairs of the judiciary. They put the
lid on the expose and forced the
whistle-blower to resign in spite
of the “highly seditious, defamatory
and derisive allegations against cer-
tain judges”.  There were, accord-
ing to the then AG, “112 allega-
tions against 12 judges: 21 were

allegations pertaining to the
abuse of power, 39 of corruption
and 52 of misconduct, immoral-
ity and personal attacks”. And yet
the whole case was hushed up!

We must never allow a similar fate
to be suffered by the Lingam Tape
Report. That is why it is crucial
that we must not leave it to one

man to decide whether the
Report should be made pub-
lic. The contents do not con-
cern this one man. Therefore
it is not his privilege or pre-
rogative to decide whether
to make the Report public.

In the course of his 22
years of despotic rule, Dr
Mahathir ruined the sa-
cred institution of the ju-
diciary. And Abdullah has
failed to remedy the situa-
tion during the four and a
half years he has been in
power. With the unprec-
edented, fantastic mandate
that was given by trusting
voters, he was well placed
to clean up the judiciary -

but unfortunately that opportu-
nity was squandered away.

Now, this Lingam Tape Report
provides us with another oppor-
tunity to bring redress to the judi-
ciary. It is all the more important
that the Prime Minister should not
be the sole person to decide on this
matter. He has no option in this
matter.

It is an obligation for the PM to
make the Report public. The PM
cannot run away from this respon-
sibility!

P Ramakrishnan
President

14 May 2008
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Walk with us in the struggle for justice
Help us raise funds at the same time...
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t is not easy to say more
about a great person
whose ideas and opin-
ions had touched so

many and struck a chord across
sections of society. So much has
been said and written in the past
few days since my father’s depar-
ture that captures very much all
that was Rustam A. Sani.

But the Rustam that I know, the
father, the friend, was more than
just that man whose prolific writ-
ings had influenced the hearts
and minds of so many people. He
was an embodiment of his writ-
ings. Whatever he had written
was supported by not only con-
viction, but also with his deeds.
We, the family, saw how he lived
by the words he expressed, by the
thoughts and ideas he generated.

Papa wrote fearlessly, not merely
because he could, but because he
strongly felt that he should. He
was imbued with a strong sense
of need to highlight the issues that
were impacting the country, the
people, and to share his deep-
rooted concerns over the direction
this country was moving towards.
He wrote because he knew we, as
a nation, as a people, could do
better politically, socially and cul-

HONOURING RUSTAM SANI

Are we a failed nation?
The greatest tribute that we all could give Rustam is to take
his messages in this book and work in our own ways towards
a better Malaysia

by Azrani Rustam

IIIII

Wrote fearlessly …
felt strongly

turally.

Yet, Papa did not merely complain
and criticise. The comments in his
writings were always under-
pinned by an intellectual base, a
reason, and an academic expla-
nation, which he expressed in the
simplest and clearest of writings
over the years to reach the masses.
That was his greatest joy – that
people could relate to his writings,
which left an indelible mark on
readers.

Continued on page 27Continued on page 27Continued on page 27Continued on page 27Continued on page 27


