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COVER STORY

Keadilan defeated
destroyed

but

not

If the by-election had been fought on a level playing field, the
opposition would have made mince-meat of the BN candidate
by P Ramakrishnan

When the incumbent four-term assemblyman for Ijok,
Datuk K Sivalingam unexpectedly passed away, Ijok
promptly became the focus of attention. This semi-rural, very much forgotten and very often-neglected state
constituency suddenly became a very important constituency
for the Barisan Nasional. This is the constituency where residents had been waiting vainly for 30 years for land grants to
put up their houses with no sign of ever obtaining them. The
roads badly needed repairs. Schools and mosques urgently
needed allocations. Their assemblyman was hardly around and
he was not even accessible to the local residents.

W

All this changed drastically and even dramatically. Ijok, the
forsaken constituency, all of a sudden became a much sought
after constituency. All this happened simply because there was
a contest. If there were no contest, nothing would have changed
in Ijok. Nobody would have bothered with Ijok. The people of
Ijok would have continued to wait hopelessly for some form of

development, which would not have
come easily.
But because there was a contest that was
spearheaded by none other than Datuk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim, the former deputy
prime minister and deputy Umno president, that really got the BN worrying.
There was this gripping fear that
Keadilan, with Anwar leading the challenge against the BN, was capable of staging an upset victory. This would have
affected the BN’s image of invincibility
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EDITOR'S

NOTE

In our cover story, P Ramakrishnan looks back at
the Ijok by-election (‘buy election”?) and its implications for Keadilan, which didn’t stand a chance
with all that media, money and machinery pumped
into the constituency during the campaign. Have
Keadilan and Anwar been destroyed by the result?
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with disastrous consequences,
something that the BN could not
afford to live with.
This fear factor forced the BN to
focus its attention on Ijok, bringing to town its entire formidable
arsenal of machinery, money and
media to prevent at all costs an
opposition victory. It was no
longer an ordinary by-election.

10

years'
development
in 10 days

That was the only reason why the
BN poured everything into this
contest. Thousands of BN party
workers descended on Ijok to
mount a house-to-house campaign. Ministers skipped parliamentary sessions to throw their
weight behind the BN candidate.
The Deputy Prime Minister himself took charge of the entire direction of the campaign.
The formidable assault mounted
by the Barisan against its adversary in Ijok would have crushed
any other lesser party into smithereens. But Keadilan refused to be
pulverised by the mighty BN.
Thousands of party workers from
the various BN component parties
poured into Ijok with all the resources at their command. Ijok,
once a sleepy hollow, came to life,
bubbling with excitement and
swarming with people from all
over the country.
These party functionaries rented
houses paying RM3,500-5,000 a
month while empty single-storey
shop-lots were taken up for
RM2,500. Even barber shops
along the main street ceased operations temporarily as they had
been rented out as operations

rooms for political parties.
Party volunteers and supporters,
mostly from the BN, took over
some houses in villages and housing estates as operation centres
and for their own accommodation. Strings of banners announced the presence of these
temporary occupants of these
rented buildings: “Rumah
Kelantan”, “Rumah Pahang”,
Rumah Pemuda BN” and
“Rumah Puteri”. There were also
Umno, MIC and MCA houses
from all the states including
Sabah and Sarawak.
All this for sure added up as extra
electoral expenses and this cannot be dismissed as having nothing to do with the candidate’s expenditure. This expenditure contributed to the candidate’s campaign. When we talk of free and
fair elections, this must be taken
into consideration.
But the BN was acutely aware that
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numbers and personalities would
not be sufficient to sway the Ijok
voters. Sweeteners were necessary
to persuade them to swing behind
the BN. And the BN had limitless
funds to entice the people. They
used our money for this purpose.
According to some BN sources
anything from RM70 million to
RM100 million was spent on
goodies in Ijok. So much was given
in so short a time that it prompted
Samy Vellu to observe very aptly,
“Ten years development was delivered in 10 days.”

Goodies

galore

The BN’s new-found concern for
the welfare of the local community
and its locality – long ignored
and lacking in amenities – did not
escape the notice of many people.
Suddenly everything was possible and accessible for them. All
you had to do was ask today and
it was delivered the next day. The
BN was that super efficient on this
occasion!

New traffic lights sprang up overnight. Even roads into oil palm
estates in the area were resurfaced.
New mosques, surau, and religious schools were promised. Allocations were granted to Chinese
and Tamil schools for new buildings. Streetlights and telephone
boxes materialised overnight.
In the run-up to the by-election,
many voters were also granted
land titles. These very voters had
been fighting for these titles for
more than 30 years. Without going through any hassle, without
encountering the usual bureaucratic obstacles, these very voters
had these titles thrust upon them!
On 22 April, Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Abdul
Razak announced a special allocation of RM3.5 million from the
Prime Minister’s Department for
seven mosques, 16 surau and six
schools in the constituency. In
announcing this, Najib stated,
“Although there has not been any
request for these, we feel that we
need to do this as a sign of the BN’s

commitment.”
If one looks at the dilapidated conditions of Tamil schools across the
country - which sorely need allocations to upgrade their buildings
and facilities - we have to ask why
didn’t the BN, as a sign of commitment, show their generosity
and compassion by providing
reasonable funds to meet the
needs of these schools? Is it because there were no by-elections
in their locations?
The Menteri Besar of Selangor
Datuk Seri Mohd Khir Toyo announced that the executive council meeting held in the Kuala
Selangor District Office on 25 April
- three days before polling – decided that the transfer of home
ownership no longer need to go
through the executive council.
“This power has been given to the
district officer to speed up the
process from two months to two
weeks,” he revealed.
The procedure of going through
the executive council requiring

two months for approvals had
been the practice for many years.
In spite of the delays and the trouble of going through the executive
council, this procedure was the
standard practice all these years.
Why was it necessary to change
the procedure at this juncture?
Some residents couldn’t believe
the sudden ground-breaking for
the long-waited mosque in
Kampung Sungai Darah by Mohd
Khir. The swift effort to fix potholes along the bumpy IjokBatang Berjuntai roads also took
the residents by surprise.
The haste to build roads and tar
them and to provide other amenities, however, resulted in the usual
shoddy workmanship. One BN
party worker even admitted that
when the rains came, the roads
reverted to their former terrible
state the very next day.
One long-standing grievance of
the local community was the
stinking presence of the dump-site
located about 2 km outside town.
Over the last nine years, the community’s repeated pleas for its closure because of the stench and for
health reasons had fallen on deaf
ears. But four days after
Sivalingam’s death – and in anticipation of the forthcoming byelection - it was closed on 7 April.
Was winning the election so very
important as compared to the welfare of the people? Where was the
BN’s commitment to the people
before the by-election?
The crucial Indian voters were targeted for their support for the BN
even to the extent of
undemocratically
denying
Keadilan party supporters access
to the Indian areas. This was es-
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pecially true in the Tuan Mee electoral area, when the Deputy Prime
Minister, on the eve of polling,
promised land titles to 800 Indian
voters. This was a hotly debated
issue which had remained unresolved by Sivalingam for many
years.
Allegations that cash rewards,
some as much as RM500, were
given to voters emerged. Television sets and 200 sewing machines were also reportedly given
away to secure more votes. One
resident who wished to remain
anonymous revealed that he received RM500 in cash and a brand
new television set.

Why

only

now?

It was drummed into the voters
that only a candidate who had the
full support of the state and federal governments could continue
to bring development to the constituency.
If that was the case, then why
was all this development pouring into Ijok during the by-election which was sorely missing
when the BN representative was
alive? Wasn’t he also the exco
member of the Selangor state
government with considerable
clout to lobby for such development from the state and federal
governements? Why was it that
nobody cared for Ijok then?
Gerakan acting president Tan Sri
Koh Tsu Koon, claiming that his
party was targeting to contribute
1,300 votes in Ijok to ensure a comfortable victory for the BN, said,
“BN is offering the people of Ijok
something the Opposition cannot
do – continuous development and
unity.”

But the Keadilan candidate, Tan
Sri Khalid Ibrahim, rightly refuted
this by demanding that the BN
had to “explain why this area was
left behind in Selangor’s development”.
Election Commission chairman
Tan Sri Abdul Rashid Abdul
Rahman stressed on 16 April 2007
that election candidates and political parties cannot make promises to voters during an election.
But the BN candidate for Ijok, K
Parthiban, announced that the
Kuala Selangor District Office had
scrapped assessment on several
traditional Malay villages. Wasn’t
this announcement meant to garner votes?
Abdul Rashid also mentioned that
development promises and allocations given out in kind by ministers cannot be construed as votebuying or be deemed as bribing
voters. “Ministers and functionaries, people connected to the government, they’re doing their job,”
he told reporters.
But the question is, “Should they
be making such promises and
giving out grants only when there
is an election?” Couldn’t this be
done before an election is held or
after an election has been concluded? When they undertake
this, aren’t they also urging voters to vote for their party candidate? The moment they campaign
for a candidate they must be perceived as party functionaries and
not as ministers.

Squatting
and
shouting
Weren’t all the ministers and government leaders who were in Ijok
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handing out land grants and
other goodies and promising all
sorts of things abusing their positions by using government facilities and funds during the by-election? They could have done all
this before or after the by-election,
but to do so during the by-election
is to use public funds to campaign
for their party which is undoubtedly immoral.
Why was Najib squatting in Ijok
throughout the campaign period.
If he was there as the Deputy
Prime Minister, then we need to
ask him why he was spending so
much time in Ijok and not concentrating on the affairs of the nation.
Why was he not in Parliament as
a matter of duty? Was he in Ijok as
deputy president of Umno and
deputy chairman of BN? Or was
he there as Deputy Prime Minister?
As if all this wasn’t sufficient to
defeat Keadilan, the police had to
play their role as well. Their heavy
presence had an intimidating effect on the electorate. Not only
that, they were responsible for the
cancellation of nine Keadilan
ceramahs on the flimsy grounds
that no police permit was obtained
for these ceramahs.
What permit are they talking
about? Selangor deputy police
chief Supt Ibrahim Chin had said
that the police did not restrict the
number of political gatherings as
long as organisers complied with
election rules. And the election
rules do not require political parties to obtain police permits for
their ceramahs.
There was also a silly strategy to
defeat Keadilan. At the launch of
the BN youth election machinery

by BN and Umno Youth leader
Datuk Seri Hishammuddin, the
gathering, which included Khairy
Jamaluddin, most of the BN youth
leaders, Khir Toyo and MIC president Datuk Seri Samy Vellu, was
asked to shout as loud as possible to frighten off Anwar Ibrahim.
And they screamed their heads
off. How naive can they be! A determined Anwar was there everyday to lead the challenge.

Hello,
Abdullah
shows up...
All these abuses and antics did not
seem to work in BN’s favour. The
edge was still with Keadilan. A
desperate BN had to get the Prime
Minister himself involved in the
campaign. He came in a helicopter
but did he come as the Prime Minister or as Chairman of the BN? As
Prime Minister, he cannot use the
facilities of the state to campaign
for his party’s candidate. As Chairman of the BN, he has no access to
state facilities to campaign for the
by-election. Abdul Rashid should
state his views on this and we hope
he will do so soon.
In getting involved directly in the
Ijok by-election, the PM revealed
that the BN was not all that confident in obtaining a victory in Ijok.
It was a last-minute effort, two
days before polling, to avert the
defeat that was staring in their
faces. In doing so, the PM had to
part with a policy that had been
in place for a long time.
On 9 April 2007, the Deputy Prime
Minister had publicly stated during the Machap by-election, “It
has been our policy during any
by-election that the prime minister does not have to come down to
meet the voters and campaign for

the candidate. This
has been the practice since long ago.”
And then on Thursday, 26 April 2007 ,
two days before
polling, Abdullah
came visiting three
sensitive Malay areas in Ijok. And this
perhaps saved the
BN from certain defeat.

Shouting to frighten off Anwar?

Ijok
was
not
Keadilan’s Waterloo. It was only
a skirmish and it will live to fight
another day.

A fear haunts the BN
The Barisan threw everything into
Ijok, resorted to every trick in the
book to win. Ministers came, party
big wigs walked the streets, thousands of party workers from component parties went on a houseto-house campaign, nearly
RM100 million was spent and the
Deputy Prime Minister himself
took charge of the campaign. All
that the BN had to their credit in
spite of everything was 201 extra
votes compared to their previous
victory. And that is nothing to
crow about.
They set out to crush Keadilan but
failed miserably.
The BN would want to project a
picture of a vanquished Keadilan
on the brink of disintegrating into
nothingness but has failed to convince thinking Malaysians that
the days of Keadilan are over.
Yes, Keadilan was defeated but it
was not destroyed. That is the real
truth. Keadilan was not demol-
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ished in Ijok. It was dented but
certainly not vanquished . In spite
of the tremendous advantage and
privilege of office, the BN could
not stop Keadilan’s march forward. In spite of tremendous odds
stacked up against Keadilan, it
performed extremely well in increasing its previous tally of votes.
It gained another 470 votes – more
than twice the number of new
votes garnered by BN.
If the by-election had been fought
on a level playing field, if the Election Commission had ensured a
free and fair election, if the police
had not interfered with
Keadilan’s ceramahs, if the government had not played dirty with
money politics, in short, if it had
been a clean election, there is no
doubt that Keadilan would have
routed the BN and made mincemeat of its candidate in the Ijok
by-election..
It is this realisation – and the fear
- that the next general election will
not be smooth sailing for the BN
that has forced it to show some
bravado by claiming that Anwar
and Keadilan were rejected by the
people. But, in spite of putting on
a brave face, this fear will haunt
the BN for a long time to come. q

HEALTH CARE

Watch out for the Aussie
consultant’s
proposal
Worryingly, he is proposing a neo-liberal to the core health care
model
by Dr Jeyakumar Devaraj
he study commissioned
by the Economic Planning Unit (of the Prime
Minister’s Department)
and the Health Ministry with financial sponsorship from the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) appears to be
progressing on schedule. An interim report was released in August 2006 and another updated
250- page Interim Report was released in February 2007.

T

There have also been meetings of
a “Steering Committee”, which
has representatives from the doctors associations, the insurance
association, the association of private hospitals and other bodies.
Sadly, the government has not
seen it necessary to invite any of
the consumer bodies in the country to sit on this committee. Neither have health advocacy groups
such the Citizens Health Initiative
or the Coalition Against Health
Care Privatisation (GMPPK) been
invited - although the latter has
been most pro-active in presenting ideas regarding health care
reform. The final report is expected
in May 2007.
What is the thrust of the consultant’s recommendations? Will the

recommendations lead to an amelioration of the problems besetting
our health care system? Or do we
have cause to be worried?

The consultant’s main
recommendations
The consultant, Karl Karol from
Australia, has thoroughly reviewed the various studies and
surveys that have been done prior
to this and, to his credit, has summarised the major findings of
these previous studies clearly.
However he has gone on to endorse the government’s concept of
the future health care model for
Malaysia with only a few minor
refinements. The main features of

the model being proposed are neoliberal to the core in that
• the funding for health care is
to be from the people and not
from general taxation;
• government hospitals are to be
corporatised so that they will
function like companies, so
that they may be rendered
more efficient through market
discipline;
• there will be integration of the
primary health care sector, the
government hospitals and the
private hospitals under this
scheme;
• the “internal market”, finan-

The diagram below summarises the main features of the model proposed by the consultant.

Health financing model: The consultant’s proposal
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cial incentives and the profit
motive shall be the main driver
of the system;
The main features of the Health
Financing Model proposed by the
Consultant are outlined below.
1 . A National Health Financing
Fund will be set up, owned by
and controlled by the government through the “National
Health Financing Authority”,
which will be established with
Parliamentary approval.
2. This fund will receive income
from an “ear-marked” VAT
(Value Added Tax or Goods
and Services Tax or GST). It
may also receive some input
from general taxation especially in the initial period.
3 . The National Health Fund will
pay for all treatment of the illnesses listed under the Essential Health Care Benefits Package (EHBP) with the proviso
that patients must first go to a
General Practitioner (GP) to
whom they are designated. If
specialist referral or hospital
admission is required, it must
be done by the patient’s GP.
The fund will not pay up if the
patient by-passes the GP and
goes straight to the specialist
or hospital.

have to treat the patients registered under them for free.
To prevent over investigation
and treatment by the specialists, the model envisages that
the GPs will become “fund
managers” for the initial part
of specialist care for the patients registered under them.
In other words each GP will
be given a fund for referring
patients to specialists. If they
stay within their budget, the
GP will get a hefty bonus. If
the GP exceeds this referral
budget, he may face a financial penalty! The purpose of
this mechanism is to make
GPs efficient gate-keepers
and to prevent abuse of the
system by both patients and
the specialists.
5 . Government hospitals will no
longer get an annual budget.
They will be paid by the
amount of clinical service they
provide. All illnesses listed in
the EHBP will be classified as
Diagnosis-Related Groups
(DRGs). Each DRG will be rewarded a certain payment that
will be specified in the EHBP.
For example, treatment for ap-

4. All GPs in the country will be
brought under the scheme, and
they will all be allocated a certain number of patients. The
GPs will be paid a capitation
sum based on the number of
patients registered under them.
They will get the same income
per patient whether the patient
comes to their clinic ten times
in a year or not at all. They
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pendicitis may be RM1,000,
and this will be irrespective of
whether there are any complications or the length of the hospital stay. A private hospital
that handles an appendix case
will also get the same payment
from the national health fund.
The idea is that this competition with private hospitals will
help make government hospitals “leaner” and more “efficient”.
6. Private insurance will be allowed for illnesses that are not
covered by the EHBP and to
cover specialist costs that are
not incurred through the GP
referral system.
Conclusion:
A market driven system as proposed by Karl Karol, illustrated
here, will serve to restrict and limit
access and the kind of healthcare
services made available to the
public. Access to health care is a
human right. Health care should
not be subjected to the dictates of
market forces. We now present in
the following pages, the Coalition's response to Karl Karol's
proposal. q

HEALTH CARE

Strengthen
the
health
service

public
instead

The Coalition’s critique of the Aussie consultant’s proposal
by Dr Jeyakumar Devaraj
he GMPPK is
strongly against
several aspects of
the health system
model proposed by the
consultant. Our reasons
are outlined below.

T

A. The GST is a
regressive
tax
Income distribution in
Malaysia is getting increasingly skewed in favour of the rich in all communities. At present the
richest 20 per cent of the
population get more than
50 per cent of the national
income whereas the bottom 40 per cent only get
12.5 per cent. A GST
Table One: Impact of GST of 10 per cent

Economic
Class

% of
income
spent

% of
income
invested or
saved

% of
income
taxed
by GST

Richest 10%

40%

60%

4%

Poorest 40%

90%

10%

9%

Poorest 10%

130%

-

13%
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would further worsen the situation because such a tax would
disproportionately burden the
poor.
As illustrated in the table below,
a GST would widen the income
gap between the rich and the
poor.

The GMPPK therefore calls for
• No new taxes on ordinary citizens;
• An increase in the health allocation from the current 2 per
cent of GDP to at least 3 per
cent;
• The channelling of RM5 billion from Petronas profits to
the national health care
budget every year. (Petronas
profits were some RM80 billion in 2006);
• The channelling of a portion
of the RM2 billion worth of levies on foreign workers to the
health care budget and the
granting of subsidised health
care for all foreign workers (at
the same charge as Malaysian
citizens);

B. Using the National Health Fund to subsidise
treatment in private hospitals will aggravate the
brain
drain.
Table Two: Distribution of specialists in Malaysia 1999
Government
hospitals

Private
hospitals

1,500,000

500,000

Specialists
Medical

33%

67%

Surgical

34%

66%

O&G

20%

80%

Admissions in 1999

(Obstetrics & Gynaecology)

Source : Eight Malaysia Plan. P 486
• An end to all out-sourcing or
privatisation of health care
delivery.
Table Two above highlights one
of the key problems affecting the
public health sector now – the
depletion of the pool of specialists, who are drawn to private
hospitals, which are able to offer
incomes that are five to ten times
higher than those in the government sector. Using the National
Health Fund to subsidise treatment in private hospitals will expand the market as now more patients will be able to afford going
to the private sector. This will aggravate the brain drain and might
lead to the collapse of the public
hospitals.

uitable compared to private hospitals. Moreover, treatment costs
in the public sector are much
cheaper because staff are salaried
and not paid fee-for–service as in
the private sector.
The GMPPK therefore calls for:
• the 60 per cent increase in
funding to be used to rehabili-

We must not forget the crucial role
of the public sector in the overall
health system. Not only does it
currently cater for 7 per cent of the
in-patient load in Malaysia, it is
the training ground for housemen, junior specialists and paramedical staff. Also, the distribution of government hospitals is
much wider and much more eq-
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tate the public health sector;
• the setting up of a separate
Service Commission for the
public health sector staff;
• a moratorium on the building
or expansion of private hospitals;
• he shelving of health tourism.

C.

Creating financial
disincentives
to
discourage
consultation/referral
by the family GP
The GMPPK agrees that good primary health care will help cut
overall costs and that patients
should be encouraged to seek
treatment with family doctors
first before going to specialists.
But the creation of “fund-holding” mechanisms and financial
penalties for referring too many
patients will undermine the patient-doctor relationship and may
lead to delays in referral.

“Homo Economicus”: Over-reliance on economic incentives

trally funded government hospitals that exist now;

There is an over-emphasis on economic incentives and “market
discipline” in the model proposed
by Mr Karl Karol. This appears to
be based on the following beliefs,
which are shared by neo-liberal
economists and planners:

• The creation of an “internal
market” within the health care
system will help allocate resources more efficiently and
lead to a better output.

• People respond best to monetary incentives;
• Ordinary men and women
pursuing their self-interest in
maximising earnings will result in the efficient delivery of
public good or service, in this
case health care;
• The role of government in society should be reduced for it
impairs the allocative efficiency of the free market;
• Corporatised government
hospitals operating like private companies will perform
more efficiently than the cen-

In the consultant’s own report,
however, there is an awareness
that relying on financial incentives and market mechanisms
will make the main players more
money minded. This in turn may
lead to abuse and over-use of the
system. Therefore there is a need
to create safeguards. For example,
the proposal that GPs should become “fund-holders’ for specialist treatment arises out of a stated
perception that specialists will
otherwise over-investigate and
over-treat!
To counter these perceptions the
GMPPK would like to point out
that:
• Doctors and other health staff
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have been working sincerely
in the public hospitals for the
past 50 years and more. Many
doctors and other health staff
work past their official hours
as they want to get the job
done. Financial reward is not
the only motivation for work.
People take pride in their work,
in improving their skills and
competence, and in solving
problems. Peer recognition
and patient satisfaction are
also important incentives. Of
course, people like to get a decent income, and the GMPPK
wants a review of the payscales for public sector health
staff. But this is far removed
from the consultant’s thrust to
revamp the entire system to
make it run on the financial incentive alone.
• The public health care system
in Malaysia has performed
fairly well up till now. We have
achieved a reasonably high
level of health care at a fairly
low cost – 2 per cent of GDP is
really very good – compared
to 9.8 per cent of GDP in the
UK and 14.5 per cent of GDP
in the US! The weaknesses that
have developed in the welfarist
model were not internal to the
model, but were brought on by
the promotion of for-profit private hospitals on a large scale
since the 1980s. This is what
led to the exodus of experienced specialists and trained
staff from the public sector,
and this is the main cause of
the perception that treatment
in government hospitals is inferior to that in the private sector. It is indeed ironic that freemarket solutions are being
suggested to solve problems
that originated from the imple-

mentation of free-market policies in the health care sector
25 years ago!

bly distributed. The measures
that the government should
implement to achieve this are:

• Health care is a “merit good”.
The medical treatment of an
individual leads to benefits for
the community by:
> decreasing the risk of
transmission in the case of
infections;
> decreasing the dependency ratio by getting the individuals back on their
feet;
> reinforcing a sense of social solidarity through
sharing the risks associated with ill-health.

> Set up a separate Service
Commission for health care
personnel so that their remuneration can be improved.
> Allocate a larger budget to
offset co-payments that are
now being borne by patients, the degree of subsidy
depending on the economic
status of the patient.

The GMPPK’s proposals
For the above reasons, the
GMPPK proposes the following:
• It is the responsibility of the
government to ensure that all
citizens and other residents of
Malaysia have equitable access to safe and adequate
health care. No one must be
denied proper care because of
lack of means;
• The government health care
budget must be increased to 3
per cent of GDP. Currently, it
is barely 2 per cent. This increase should come from general taxation as well as from
Petronas revenue. There
should not be any GST or special pay-roll taxes to supplement the health budget as such
taxes are not appropriate
given the deterioration in the
Gini Coefficient for Malaysia;
• The public health care system
must be strengthened as it is
both cost-effective and equita-

> Freeze the development of
private hospitals – Do not
permit the setting up of any
more new private hospitals
and control the expansion
of the existing hospitals.
> Do not promote health tourism. The main focus of our
health care sector should be
to cater to the health needs
of our population, and not
to bring in foreign exchange.
> Implement
schemes
whereby the expertise in the
private sector is tapped in
the teaching of young doctors and other paramedical
staff.
A team of independent academicians should be set up to evaluate the cost effectiveness of the
privatisation exercises involving
the public health sector. The findings of this team should be made
available to the Malaysian public so that we can make an informed decision whether we wish
to have any further privatisation
of the health services in this country.
Until the above study is released
to the Public, there must be a strict
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moratorium on all further privatization and/or “outsourcing” of
components of the public health
care sector.
A National Health Financing
Over-sight Committee must be set
up to ensure that the funds allocated to health care are properly
used. Adequate funds should be
made available for this committee to perform its watch-dog function effectively. The Suhakam
model of staffing and funding can
be considered, but at least 50 per
cent of the members of this committee should be elected by the
public. It should be mandatory for
Parliament to allocate time to debate the annual report of this committee.
The health status of the 2 million
foreign workers in Malaysia
should be of concern to us all. The
government must reverse the current policy of charging these patients higher rates when they
come to government health facilities for treatment, as this will lead
to delays in diagnosis and treatment. A portion of the RM 2billion in leives collected from foreign workers should be
channeled to the public health
sector, and foreign workers
should be charged no more than
our citizens.
Any future reform of the public
health care system must only be
undertaken after informing and
getting the feed-back of the
Malaysian public. q
Dr Jeyakumar Devaraj is
secretary of the Coalition
Against Health Care Privatisation (GMPPK)

REFUGEES

Sweeping dirt over
UNHCR
carpet

the

Malaysia stands to lose more by being reactionary towards the
UN agency for refugees
by Angeline Loh
he media’s capability to
misinform the public
should not be underestimated. A 9 April 2007
RTM Bahasa Malaysia evening
news television report of a protest
by a group of Myanmar refugees
outside the Kuala Lumpur office
premises of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was
noticeably unbalanced.

T

The allegations of incompetence
and mistreatment by the UNHCR
made by this particular group and
the call for the resignation of the
UN agency’s representative, Dr.
Volker Turk, seemed to be the
main theme of this broadcast. The
report did not refer to the chain of
events prior to this protest that
had occurred between the protesters and the UNHCR. This protest
was in fact one of a string of such
demonstrations that had been
held outside the UN refugee agency’s office in recent months.
The story was one-sided mainly
because of the noticeable absence
of the UNHCR’s side of the story
in this media report - except for
admitting that about 40,000
Myanmar refugees had been registered by the UNHCR.

This flawed broadcast appeared
to give the impression that the
UNHCR was doing little to help
alleviate the problems faced by the
refugees and was neglecting to
carry out their mandate by refusing and delaying registration of
them as refugees under UN protection. This gave the public a
false impression that UNHCR
was not doing its job.
On the contrary, the UN refugee
agency has been actively assessing undocumented immigrants
from Myanmar for refugee status
and permitting them to hold
UNHCR documentation, despite
the obstructive actions and uncooperative attitude of the
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Malaysian immigration authorities, the Home Affairs Ministry
and Rela. It is common and public knowledge that the Home Affairs Ministry is reluctant to recognise UNHCR’s documentation
or its powers under their mandate
in this country.
Refugees are seen as “illegal immigrants” under Malaysian immigration laws. There has been no
attempt whatsoever to create legislation or to add new provisions
to the Immigration Act to cover
refugees or to make recognition of
UNHCR documentation mandatory - despite the increasing influx
of refugees from neighbouring
Asean countries ever since the ar-

allow or disallow free expression to selected sections of society/ individuals and the information blackouts in the mainstream media - despite creating
the illusion of press freedom are significant abuses of this
Article 19 right.
Fundamental rights and freedoms
under the UDHR cannot be
treated as privileges selectively
granted on a discriminatory basis, without any viable alternative
or concrete reason for the withdrawal of such a right.
rival of refugees from Vietnam on
Malaysian shores about 30 years
ago.
Three years ago, the Malaysian
government promised to grant
Burmese Rohingya refugees legal
status by giving them identity
cards and work permits (as reported in Malaysiakini in 2004).
This was in fact put into action in
2006 for a brief period of two
weeks, but was terminated when
some problems arose. The process
has since failed to be restarted;
neither have the problems been
dealt with. The Rohingya refugees
have been left high and dry by the
Malaysian government. The onus
is on the Malaysian government
to restart this process and give
Rohingya refugees, who have
been in the country for a reasonably long period, a chance to make
constructive socio- economic contributions to Malaysia as permanent residents.

Influencing
public
perceptions
In view of all these obstacles, it is
surely unjust and misleading to
cast the blame for the current alleged maltreatment of the

Rohingya refugees on the
UNHCR. Moreover, it is hard to
believe that the UN refugee
agency would intentionally violate the human rights of the same
refugees they seek to protect –
something which goes completely
against their mandate and mission. There is no logical reason for
them to do this.
The mainstream media have
played a large role in influencing
and shaping public perceptions
of various issues and sections of
society. It has, in the past, served
to demonise any party and individual who has incurred government disfavour, e.g. opposition
parties, particular NGOs, migrants, and Anwar Ibrahim. It has
also used a variety of censorship
devices to be “economical with the
truth” or to conceal information
from the public.
The government-controlled media
has kept the lid tightly screwed on
the right to freedom of expression
and information (under Article 19
of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights) of those they
choose to ban from claiming it.
The double-standards used to
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Malaysia is seen as a politically
stable country in comparison to
some of our Asean neighbours,
particularly, Myanmar and
Thailand. There is no obvious
state of emergency here - except
for one alleged by the Home Affairs Ministry and Immigration
authorities, that the large influx
of migrants seems to be a threat
to national security. This appears to be mere justification for
beefing up security forces and
deploying Rela.
It is for the government to realise and activate the political will
to sensibly deal with existing internal problems instead of
sweeping them under the metaphorical carpet, where they will
accumulate and worsen over
time. Moreover, demonising and
splattering metaphoric dirt over
international agencies such as
the UNHCR and foreign nationals only serves to lower the respect and esteem in which the
international community holds
Malaysia. In other words, as a
member of the UN Human
Rights Council, Malaysia stands
to lose more by being reactionary instead of pro-active. q

MIGRANT WORKERS

Migrant

workers

or

slaves?

Growing trends restricting freedom of movement for foreigners
working in Malaysia & Thailand
by Caram Asia
reedom to move and go
about doing things without controls is something every human being
aspires to have. This basic human
right would be stamped out for
some 2.8 million foreign workers
in Malaysia and Thailand should
governments confine them to their
ramshackle living quarters.

F

Caram Asia is deeply vexed with
recent announcements made by
the Malaysian government and
Thai provincial governments proposing measures to limit movement of foreign workers within the
compound of their employers. For
these foreign workers who toil at
jobs that locals usually opt out of,
they would not only be working
long hours in the same area but
would also be eating, sleeping and
spending every other waking
hour near their work stations.
The latest announcement in April
comes from the governor of
Chiang Mai who said the rule is
aimed at maintaining peace and
order in the province. The rule will
ban foreign workers from riding
motorcycles or leaving their designated working areas or their
employers’ homes after 8 pm.
More than five foreign workers are
also not allowed to congregate at
one place. He expects the draft to

be enforced soon.
In February 2007, Malaysia’s
Home Ministry proposed that all
foreign workers be confined to
their kongsi (work areas) and have
their movements monitored by the
management to prevent them from
committing crimes. Prior to such
a proposal, the Inspector General
of Police had reported (NST, 17
Feb 2007) that foreign workers
were accountable for about 2 per
cent of crime cases in 2006. In the
name of crime prevention, this
proposal is expected to be tabled
as a bill in Parliament without
prior consultation with civil society organisations.
Until today, Caram Asia as a re-
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gional network of 23 partners covering 15 countries in Asia working on migration issues has received no details on such proposal from the Malaysian government despite its questionable rationale. Based on the 2 per cent
statistics of crime committed by
foreign workers, theoretically
speaking, even if all foreign workers are imprisoned, 98 per cent of
crimes would still occur.
The security reason cited for such
plans to restrict foreign workers
is a mirror of discrimination
against foreign workers. It is an
attempt to imprison all foreign
workers for crimes that the majority of them have not been found
guilty or that have not yet even

happened.

Outright

violation

Sadly, this is just the latest spate
of developments after four southern provinces of Thailand including Phuket, Surat Thani, Ranong
and Rayong (since December
2006) introduced legislation that
singled out a group of migrant
workers from Burma, Laos and
Cambodia. This is outright discrimination based on race and
country of origin.
Citing similar security reasons as
the Malaysian case, this legislation includes a ban on public assembly of more than five persons
without prior permission, a ban
on the use of mobile phones, motorcycles and cars, a curfew for
migrant workers who have to be
in their dormitories from 8 pm to
6 am.
All these restrictions violate Article 13 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which
stipulates freedom of movement of
the individual as a basic human
right. Both Malaysia and Thailand voted in favour of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. In fact, Malaysia has a seat
on the Human Rights Council.
Yet, are both governments seriously committed to upholding human rights?
Moreover, both governments are
members of the International Labour Organisation (ILO). Mere
membership of ILO entails that the
principles of Core International
Labour Standard (ILS) must be realised. Among the Core Labour
Standards are the Freedom of Association and the Right to Organise Convention, 1948 (C 87) and
the Discrimination (Employment

and Occupation) Convention,
1958 (C111).
Malaysia is also a State Party to
28 ILO conventions, amongst
which is the Migration of Employment Convention (Revised) 1949
(C97) pertaining to equal treatment of migrant workers. Malaysia’s ratification of this convention means it should “apply treatment no less favourable that that
which applies to their own nationals in respect to a number of
matters, including conditions of
employment, freedom of association and social security”, as stated
in the convention. Restricting the
freedom of movement and association of foreign workers is already an outright violation.
We urge governments to halt such
attempts to legalise the current illegal practice of wrongful confinement of employees, which is the
condition of work of a slavery system. Besides fulfilling its obligations to international treaties
signed, the Malaysia and Thai
governments should further ratify
additional ILO conventions and
recognise equal opportunities for
foreign workers seeking to make
a living. Both governments
should take concrete action to
grant foreign workers freedom of
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association, which will be a measure to prevent exploitation at work
and a platform to safeguard the
welfare and well being of foreign
workers, who contribute to economic development and income
for both sending and receiving
countries. q

CARAM Asia is an open
network of organisations,
consisting of 23 member
partners covering 15 countries in Asia. The CARAM
network works with Asian
migrants globally and with
the aim of creating an enabling environment to empower migrants, their
families and communities.

SECURITY

Improved

security?

An additional 60,000 police personnel
could bloat the ranks of the ‘hunters’
by Angeline Loh
he front-page headline of
theSun on Thursday, 5
April 2007 read, “PM
Admits weaknesses.” At
first glance it looked encouraging
to see that the head of government
had finally decided to take the
bull by the horns, scrutinising the
prosecution service in this country.

T

It was good that the more pressing problems of the prosecution
service were highlighted and
neatly laid out with pertinent solutions for their resolution. After
reading the article, there still
seemed to be something amiss
with the whole handsome plan.
Whilst the fact of better investigation, litigation and prosecution
techniques is indisputably essential, the Prime Minister’s boast
that conviction and punishment
had been secured in 74.1 per cent
of cases tried in the High Court
last year was rather disturbing.
The implication seemed to be that
securing convictions and punishment was “the be all and end all”
of the prosecution service, with
Justice simply shunted aside into
a dark corner. This is worrying!
A report on Friday, 6 April, frontpaged by the same daily read,
“All-out War on Crime, terror”.
The PM now urged the police to

do a more effective job with similar aids for upgrading investigation methods. With heart-rending
patriotic melodrama, our PM appealed to the Royal Malaysian
Police to “battle them as aggressively as the police personnel who
served in the RMP during the communist era had fought to keep the
peace and harmony of the country. There was no compromise by
these policeman.”

Improved

security?

Whiles we are grateful for past
blessings and for the PM’s wisdom in initiating an increase of
60,000 personnel in the professional police force, the question remaining unanswered is whether
this would mean the reduction or
abolition of Rela.
These amateur, non-professionals, who have attracted much
public, NGO and even police criticism, far out-number the existing
police force. (See Aliran Monthly,
Vol 26:9). The Bar Council’s recent
call for the abolition of Rela due
to their unprofessional, heavyhanded methods and contra-human rights practices has however
hit a wall of official administrative silence.
Increasing police numbers may
not resolve the problem of human
rights abuse by Rela or any other
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‘pet vigilante’ force of the Home
Affairs Ministry. It would only
serve to bloat the number of ‘hunters’ to scrub out what the government perceives as the current threat
to national security – migrants
and refugees.
The mainstream media appeared
to have already launched an offensive against foreigners by highlighting crimes allegedly committed by them. This move came in
the wake of the IGP’s proposal to
confine migrant workers to their
company-provided accommodation and have their movements
monitored by employers.
With all this ‘heavy artillery’ security measures and bounties offered for the capture of any undocumented migrant, it appears
that the state of security in the
country has not improved in any
way. So will the increase in the
number of police personnel alone
do anything to make this country
a safer place?
As long as proper systems to manage immigration and refugee
problems are not put in place apart from political cooperation
between Asean member states to
resolve their home problems in a
democratic manner - and the observance of international human
rights laws applied to all UNO
member states remains ignored,
the situation will remain unchanged.
All in all, the biggest security
threat to Malaysia is corruption in all its guises and at all levels
within the government hierarchy
– which is contaminating our society. q

Celebrating the rakyat’s contribution to 50 years of Merdeka and 44
years of Malaysia
Date: 24 June 2007
Time: 9.30 am – 5.00 pm
Venue: Dewan Sri Pinang, Pe
nang
Penang

Featuring :
• An exhibition by Penang-based NGOs
• Panel on milestones in Penang history
(speakers to be announced soon)
• Independent films on Malaysia
• A concert with songs, music and dance performances

Participating groups:
Aliran Kesedaran Negara (ALIRAN), Jamaah Islah Malaysia (JIM),
Malaysian Nature Society (MNS), Penang Heritage Trust (PHT),
Penang Office for Human Development (POHD), Persatuan OrangOrang Cacat Anggota Malaysia (POCAM), Pusat Komunikasi
Masyarakat (KOMAS), SOS Penang, Suara Rakyat Malaysia
(SUARAM), Tanjung Bungah Residents’ Association (TBRA),
thefreemedia, Women’s Centre for Change (WCC) and others
For more information, contact 04-658 5251 or
visit http://pestarakyatmerdeka.blogspot.com/
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

Why the Penan set up
blockades
We want the government to gazette our village forest reserves
as Communal Forests and to stop logging companies from
encroaching into our land
by Ajang Kiew

Photo : Rengah Sarawak

e would like to make
some clarifications about
the five blockades which
have been set up by
Penan communities in Baram recently to avoid any misunderstanding on the part of other parties. The villages which are involved in this blockade are Long
Sayan and Long Belok in Sungai
Apoh, Long Lutin in Sungai
Patah, Long Kevok in Sungai
Layun, Tutoh and the nomadic
group Ba’ Bevan in Sungai Si’ang,

W

Tutoh.
Here we would like to explain
why those blockades were set up.
Firstly, the reason the Penan villages are forced to voice their protest in this way is that the issuance of logging licences in
Sarawak is done in a non-transparent way and has neglected to
consider the customary rights of
indigenous peoples in the state,
including those of the Penan comAliran Monthly : Vol.27(3) Page 20

munities’, resulting in logging
encroachments into our territories.
Secondly, numerous Penan villagers have been writing to the authorities for years to appeal for the
encroachment issues to be resolved and for assistance to improve our standard of living to be
delivered. Until today, however,
most of our requests have not been
fulfilled despite several meetings
with the authorities. Suhakam

(the Human Rights Commission
of Malaysia) itself acknowledges
that the problems of customary
land rights in Sarawak need to be
resolved. All such findings have
not been acted upon by the authorities.
Thirdly, logging companies operating in our areas rarely choose to
consult us - not unless they are
really forced to. Sometimes, in their
operations, not only our forest and
river resources are damaged, but
our farms would also be destroyed, as what happened in
Long Sayan and Long Belok. In
this particular incident, we lost
our rice fields in fallow and crops
such as ipoh and other fruiting
trees such as durian, rambutan
and jackfruit - which are our
sources of food and income.
In many consultations and agreements between Penan villages
and logging companies, we frequently felt pressured, even in the
presence of authorities. In many
cases, we would either be forced
to “consent” to agreements which
were unfair and unclear and lacking in the ability to provide any
guarantee for us or to receive
“compensation” of meagre value.
In such conditions, we were often
denied choices which are fair, and
our original demand requesting
for our rights to be respected were
almost always effectively
sidelined. When will logging companies stop using such manipulative tactics when dealing with
our concerns?
If we do not defend our rights today, after logging ends, our forests will be set to be destroyed by
plantation schemes. Samling has
reportedly begun wood planting
in Sungai Belanah and Sungai
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Layun. This may destroy all the
Penan customary territories of
Long Latie, Long Kevok, Long
Nen and Long Kawa di Tutoh up
to Long Lilim, Long Daloh, Long
Lutin, Long Kawi and Long Itam
di Ulu Sungai Patah.

Take the
appropriate
action
Thus, to avoid such blockades
from being erected, the government must take appropriate action. Firstly, each Penan community, including those which are
nomadic, must have their territories gazetted into Communal Forests, which cannot be encroached
by logging and plantation companies. The manner in which logging licences are issued must be
further improved, taking into account and respecting native customary rights of local communities and in consultation with us.
Secondly, the government must
provide us with the assistance to
improve our standard of living.
We are in desperate need of housing improvement projects, agri-
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culture assistance – including reforestation of encroached areas to
increase our sources of food and
income – as well as assistance in
birth and identity card registration, the construction of more
schools and the rendering of
health care services. All these will
help Penan communities out of
poverty and increase their opportunities to be employed outside
their villages.
Thus, we would like to appeal to
the Sarawak State Government to
begin an official process to gazette
all Penan villages, including our
village forest reserves, as Communal Forests, as provided for by the
law and ensure that plantation
and logging activities are stopped
from encroaching into our territories. If such steps fail to be taken,
then incidents such as blockades
will most likely continue to take
place in the future. q
Ajang Kiew is the chairperson of the Sarawak Penan
Association

some loss of seats, of course, the
BN will romp home to another victory in the upcoming general election. No doubt, the BN will spend
lots, as they always do, to ensure
victory. But will they spend as
much as they did in the recent
round of by-elections in Machap
and Ijok? What a windfall for the
rakyat! Under the circumstances,
it is not wrong to surmise, from
the rakyat’s point of view, that byelections are more important than
the general elections?

How to act macho and
help the Opposition
‘Waving the keris is very normal
in Malay culture,’ so stated an
Umno MP defending Umno Youth
leader Hishammuddin, who had
unsheathed and wielded his keris
at the last Umno general assembly. Another Umno leader had also
chastised the MCA leader for having stated publicly that Hisham’s
histrionics might have contributed towards the drop in support
among Chinese in the recent Ijok
by-election.
Of course, Hisham denied that his
act of bravado, some might say
macho-ness, had caused Chinese
to turn against the BN. Why, he
stated that he would continue to
wield his keris whenever necessary, as if to tell off his detractors.
I suggest that Khairy and the other
Youth leaders should make sure
that they wave their kerises too,
whenever necessary; otherwise,
others might think them not so
normal. They should make sure
that they also look garang like
Hisham did. It’s okay to do so; af-

ter all, there’s no mention of the
enemy one’s threatening. Showshow only-lah. Hopefully, the
Youths will comply. We shall then
see how the BN fares in the
upcoming general election.
Alternatively, they could take a
leaf out of the late First Lady’s
book. Like the keris, batik is another symbol of Malay cultural
identity. It’s normal to wear batik.
Many do so on a daily basis. Why,
on official occasions one can either go lounge suit or batik. But,
unlike wielding the keris which
signifies a threat, the batik is soft
and celebratory. It includes - unlike wielding the keris, which excludes. There are many more beautiful Malay cultural symbols. Pity
that the hot-blooded young men
can only think of acting so macholike and insensitive too!

Q Q Q Q Q
Buy or by elections –
Machap, Ijok, etc
Although the impact of the keriswielders might cause a drop in BN
votes here and there, perhaps even
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Our strategy? Well, whatever
influence one can muster should
be directed at helping to ensure
that some old and sickly (yeah,
yeah, many are sick in their
heads, but I mean physically sick
here) BN candidates get elected.
And then, after the general election has come and gone, we
should await for the buy elections with bated breaths. On
these occasions, the opposition
should be able to mount a better
challenge. And for us, it will be
a buy and buy election!
Imagine, the rakyat of Machap in
Melaka got newly paved roads,
new street lamps, low- and medium-cost houses, and even housing lots and land leases. Not to
mention the T-shirts, free makan,
caps and badges.
The rakyat in Ijok got even more.
The Selangor MB announced the
disbursement of RM36 million
worth of development projects
that had to be implemented within
two weeks ( Can you imagine
what happens to the longkang and
the newly tarred roads in a few
months’ time?). The PM’s Department distributed RM3.5 million
for seven mosques, 16 surau and
six schools.

Nothing illegal here under Malaysia’s election laws; simply not
very moral on the part of the BN.
Time for the rakyat to wise up to
the importance of the buy election,
the by-election.
Oh yes, there’s the danger that you
might also get more than you bargained for in a by-election. For the
rakyat of Ijok, like it or not, had to
watch and listen to Samy Vellu
breaking out in song a la MGR
while campaigning. Must have
been a little geli!?. At any rate,
shouldn’t Samy have been spending more time checking out the
Putrajaya buildings, the hospitals
and schools, rather than doing a
song-and-dance?

Q Q Q Q Q
Desperately
madness

seeking
abroad

People normally go abroad to gain
experience, knowledge and open
up one’s horizon by studying, visiting places and/or having occasional interactions with the locals
of host countries.
In fact, this has become the favourite rationale of many appointed
councillors in particular that
they’d do almost anything to justify their pleasurable tours under
the official rubric of ‘study visits’.
It ranges from learning how, say,
an Egyptian city council cleans its
city to the way another city council in another country beautifies
its city through flowers and trees.
And apparently Information Minister Zainuddin Maidin was also
abroad recently to learn a thing or
two from the countries he visited.
But judging from the bad ‘ideas’
that he had publicly expressed so

far, we feel that it’d do him a
helluva good if he had stayed
home. For example, in Britain, he
recently reprimanded the BBC for
having given the platform or
space to ‘rejected Opposition leaders’ of Malaysia such as the
sacked Anwar Ibrahim, who now
helms Parti Keadilan Rakyat.

ister. Worse, they may even insist
that a court take away his passport so that the collective dignity
of this country can be protected.

Zam, as he is fondly referred to in
the journalistic fraternity, also
threatens a thaw in bilateral relations between Britain and Malaysia should this ‘misdeed’ of the
BBC persist, acting as if his ministerial jurisdiction transcends
physical and political boundaries
in this globalised world.

Another group of people who
have been travelling, although
nowadays in smaller numbers
and with less fanfare, are the scientists from Malaysia’s public
universities. Geneva is the preferred destination. Winning gold
medals, the goal.

And more recently, as if not to be
outdone by himself, he came out
with an idea, apparently fresh
from a visit to France, that all
bloggers should be classified as
‘professional’ or ‘amateur’ so as
to weed out the so-called ‘irresponsible’ bloggers from the ‘responsible’ ones.
Judging from his latest spurt
of ‘imagination’, we are tempted
to ponder whether Zam had actually gone to areas in France where
even the devils dare not venture,
let alone supporters of the newly
elected rightist President Nicolas
Sarkozy.

Q Q Q Q Q
Geneva Golds, it’s the
exposure,
stupid!

Following a query in Parliament
over the large amounts of money
spent by public universities to
participate in Geneva’s ‘International Exhibition of Inventions,
New Products and Techniques’,
there is now general consensus
that it is not a world-class academic event. Some VCs have also
clarified that they would no
longer be sending delegations to
Geneva henceforth.

While Zam is still recovering from
his jet-lag and whirlwind tours,
we’d suggest that he go into deep
reflection to see how and why
strange ideas emanate from the
cranial vacuum between his ears.

Penang’s USM also recognises
that the Geneva exhibition is not
one heck of an academic event.
Nonetheless, it has decided that
it will continue to send its scientists to compete for golds and, in
so doing, gain exposure and attract the attention of the corporations, venture capitalists and
what not; otherwise, how would
one commercialise one’s inventions? There’s some logic in this
argument.

This is because unless he exercises
due care as to what comes out
from his mouth, some people in
this country may just call for him
to be declassified as a cabinet min-

If this is so, the university should
not be treating these gold medal
winners as though they are tomorrow’s Nobel Prize winners. For instance, there should be no need to
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hold a welcoming ceremony for
the people who were merely competing to gain exposure in Geneva. Nor should they be further
honoured in some other ceremony
and given monetary awards for
gaining those Geneva golds, silvers and bronzes. Was it an exposure trip? Or has USM been misleadingly honouring these exhibition winners as though they
were world-class academics and
researchers?
Tahniah to UniMAP (that’s
Universiti Malaysia Perlis), which
has just won a Geneva gold. It’s
understandable for a new university to participate in this Geneva
exhibition. No doubt it needs the
exposure. Although even littleknown UniMAP shouldn’t
overdo these trips. But a wellknown university like USM,
which used to be listed among the
top 200 universities of the world,
should be more focused on regaining its place among the top 200,
then the top 100, then the top…(oh,
forget it) rather than celebrating
the winning of these Geneva
golds.

crime rates in the country, he
would have no difficulty in the
area of supply. Even if there is a
shortage he may entertain hopes
of mercenary ex-cons from the international market.
I wait with bated breath every year
when the SPM/STPM examinations commence. The comedy of
errors is laughable like a question
paper getting a principle in physics wrong. Then we had the Director-General of Education saying that there is nothing wrong in
the wholesale lifting of questions
from a workbook.
Still on the Ministry of Education,
there was a suggestion to engage
soldiers as teachers to stem the
tide of rising indiscipline at
school. Come to think of it, soldier-teachers could do no worse
than the current crop that staff
schools. How nice to have a real
general as Director-General of
Education, Brigadier-Generals as
VCs of public universities, and
Captains as Heads of schools.

As a thinking Malaysian I am seriously concerned about the level
of intelligence of our men and
women at the helm of affairs in
politics and the civil service — if
their pronouncements are anything to go by.

The Menteri Besar of Perak used a
peculiar criterion to gauge development — traffic jams. If this is
really true, Penang must be the
most developed state in the world
and qualifies to enter the Guinness Book of Records. People who
take two solid hours to get from
Minden Heights to Tanjung
Bungah on a Saturday night will
confirm the high level of Penang’s
development!

We have the Menteri Besar of a
state who publicly announced his
intention to use thugs and excriminals to maintain social order. Right-thinking Malaysians
were aghast at his suggestion. I
presume that, with galloping

Still on the subject of Penang, our
Honourable Chief Minister recommended an increase in bas sekolah
charges to encourage more people
to become bus drivers. What a
noble aspiration for the state!
Napoleon called the British “a

Q Q Q Q Q
The

things

they

say
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nation of shopkeepers”. Would
someone be wrong if he referred
to Malaysia as a nation of bus
drivers?
The head of the Public Accounts
Committee, Selangor, in his indignation that a trip to Egypt —
which included belly dancing
and a cruise down the Nile — did
not materialise said that a penalty
would be imposed on the DAP
candidate, who stood firm on a
matter of principle, morality, ethics and accountability and refused to go on the trip. What level
of IQs does a Menteri Besar who
wanted to take his whole family
at public expense together with
state official possess?
Sports in our country is a big joke.
The president of the Sepak
Takraw Association said that
none of the players comprising the
present team would be sacked
though they recently lost to
Myanmar. The same team has
been thrashed by Singapore and
Thailand. According to him, the
players are young. Though oldies are goodies, it looks as if we
have to wait for the young to become oldies to register some victories!
The print and electronic media
carry daily the irrational, sometimes stupid, utterances of our
leaders which assault our brains
and move us to tears.

Q Q Q Q Q
Genetic

weakness

It is an irony that while the great
scholar, Prof. Syed Hussein
Alatas, successfully debunked the
colonialist-created notion of ‘the
lazy native’, Dr Mahathir rode to
political power, fame and fortune

by propagating the idea that the
local natives, the Malays, are what
they were because of genetic weakness. His half-past-six book ‘The
Malay Dilemma’ made dubious
claims about this due to inbreeding. Therefore, a strong case for
protection of the Malays was made
out. This gave birth to the NEP,
ostensibly to rectify economic imbalance and eradicate poverty.
This noble aim went awry and the
NEP provided the perfect camouflage to help those in power, their
children, relatives and cronies
amass tremendous wealth. The
vast majority of Malays got little
or no benefit. Small wonder then
that the income disparity is the
widest in the Malay community,
currently. The so-called protectors
were actually wolves in sheep’s
clothing and shamelessly helped
themselves to the wealth of the
nation — its money, land, lucrative logging concessions, government contracts, share allocations
through the infamous pink forms,
APs etc. One only needs to look at
the palaces they live in, the posh
cars they and their children drive,
the holidays they go on, the designer clothes they wear to get confirmation of how successfully
they have enriched themselves at
the expense of the nation.
Little did those who hero-worshipped Dr M realise that the economic “crutches” had condemned a whole ethnic group to
mediocrity in a tough, demanding
and competitive world under
globalisation. If one examines Dr
M’s speeches, one would realise
that he often talked down to the
poor, dependent Malays because
he had then realised that if the
Malays did not discard the
“crutches”, they would ultimately

find themselves in ‘wheelchairs’.
To even a casual observer, however, the indoctrination of the
Malays regarding the so-called
efficacy of the NEP has created a
mindset that, without it, the
Malays would become extinct!
A Malay colleague who was at the
public university where I worked
told me that asking the Malays,
especially the Umnoputras, to
give up the NEP is like asking the
tiger to be a vegetarian!
Dr M is still stuck in the quagmire
of the so-called genetic weakness
of the Malays. He called Johor
Malays “weak” in respect of the
concessions granted to attract foreign investments in the Iskandar
Development Region in Johor.
When he called Johor Malays
‘weak’, Dr M did not mean physical weakness but rather mental
weakness. Interestingly, this
comes in the wake of Ghani’s
claim that the Malays are a superior race. Umno enjoys a large
Malay support-base in Johor.
Now we can understand why.

Q Q Q Q Q
Zam

Jam

Zam, the Minister of Information,
took to task some clan for allegedly erecting tombstones for fallen
members of the Communist party.
There is tremendous hypocrisy
and double standards on the part
of the government with regard to
the murder of Malaysians by the
Communists and the Japanese
army.
From December 1941 till the end
of the Second World War in the
middle of 1945, the death and destruction caused by the Japanese
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army was tremendous. A large
number of Malaysians were mercilessly tortured before being shot
or beheaded.
This death toll from Japanese
atrocities far outnumbers the
number killed by the Communists, whose insurrection began in
1948 and literally fizzled out after Malaysia attained independence. Yet today, the Japanese are
enthusiastically welcomed, embraced, granted PR status, and
royal titles are heaped on them. It
appears that past sins can be forgotten and forgiven because of
economic power. The yen indeed
talks loud.
The treatment meted out to the
ageing Chin Peng lacks fairness
and compassion. Hypocrisy and
double standards on the part of
the powers-that-be are obvious.
Even the judiciary appears to be
denying speedy justice to Chin
Peng in his struggle to return to
Malaysia.
Zam claims to have deep knowledge of Malaysian history. If this
was true, he should know that the
British coordinated the activities
of Force 136 from its headquarters
in Kandy, Ceylon. Force 136 was
active in Kedah, Perak and
Pahang and many Malay officers
and soldiers, together with others,
harassed and sabotaged Japanese
attempts to transfer arms and men
from the East Coast to the West.
Some officers of Force 136 collaborated and cooperated with the
MPAJA. (Tun) Abdul Razak was
a captain in Force 136, Pahang
Wataniah. Going by Zam’s logic,
these freedom fighters would be
traitors guilty of treason.

Q Q Q Q Q

AGRICULTURE

Malaysia’s disappearing
rice farmers
The threat of genetically engineered rice
An interview with Indrani Thuraisingham, CEO, FOMCA
by Jennifer Mourin and Anne Haslam
ice farming is becoming more an industry
with the involvement of
the private sector than
a way of life. With the introduction of hi-technology on farms including the introduction of biotechnology in the country, our concern is that it might be a matter of
time before Malaysians end up
eating genetically engineered
rice,” notes Indrani Thuraisingham, Chief Executive Officer
of the Federation of Malaysian
Consumers Associations (Fomca).

“R

She is extremely concerned about
the state of rice farmers and rice
cultivation in Malaysia. The
mechanisation of rice farms has
been taking place since 1997 in a
bid by the Government to revitalise the agricultural sector, but the
move has resulted in the rural-urban migration of small farmers as
there had been no concerted programme to absorb them into any
other sector.
Indrani, who is also Secretary
General of Era Consumer, said
this shift had resulted in dwindling numbers of agricultural
workers and rice farmers. She
elaborated that in 1995 there were

1.5 million farmers and, by 2010,
the number was expected fall to
980,000. The number of rice farmers dropped significantly by
about 47 per cent from 296,000
farmers in 1999 to 155,961 in 2005.
Indrani said Fomca’s concern was
for the safety of consumers who
have a right to information and
the right to a healthy environment: “There was a push by
biotech companies to invest in the
country; however we are unsure
of these kinds of technology and
the safety aspects as there is no
assessment done on the risks to
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health and the environment.”

Risks
She said Fomca was pushing for
the implementation of the BioSafety Law which would regulate genetically modified (GMO)
food being sold in Malaysia. She
said that Malaysia was importing soya beans from the United
States but because there are no
labelling laws, people have no
idea if the soya is genetically
modified (GM). Between 65 and
75 per cent of soya beans in the
US are GM products.

“We have a right to know what
we are consuming and whether it
is GM, and the risks involved in
consuming this kind of food,” she
stated, adding that this information was critical in view of the fact
that the incidence of diseases such
as cancer and diabetes was high
in Malaysia.
She said that the Week of Rice
Action (Wora) was important for
the consumers’ movement to educate consumers on this issue as
rice was the staple diet of the people. Rice should be produced in a
culturally suitable way and consumers should have information
on genetically engineered (GE)
rice, which may be introduced in
the not-so-distant future.
Wora 2007 brought together farmers, rural communities, and other
sectors of society to celebrate and
protect rice culture. Launched on
March 13 in Bangladesh, the main
Wora events were held in in 13
countries across Asia from 29
March to 4 April 2007 - an unprecedented mobilisation of Asians
“Celebrating and Protecting Rice
Culture”. A key feature of Wora is
its one-million signature cam-

paign calling on policy-makers to
take immediate steps to save the
rice of Asia.

that ultimately consumers can
make informed choices and decisions.

Indrani said in conjunction with
Wora, Fomca was looking at the
Safe Food component of the five
rice pillars with respect to consumers. It had slotted two seminars focusing on GE rice on 5-6
April to coincide with the launch
of National Consumers Day.

“Our rice farmers must be protected at all costs for the sake of
national sovereignty and of national security. We must have our
own food producers produce our
own food domestically. We cannot allow other countries to dictate to us especially on matters of
food, particularly rice which is
our staple food,” stated Indrani in
relation to Malaysia’s free trade
agreement (FTA) negotiations
with the United States.

Labelling
and
food
sovereignty
She said that discussions with
academia, policy makers and enforcement agencies would highlight the importance of labelling
and adopting a precautionary
stance in using new technologies
even though the biotechnology
companies are saying there are no
apparent risks.
She said the academia had an
important role to play in carrying
out independent research in GM
technologies, whilst policy makers should also make decisions in
allowing labelling and regulations to ensure that the risk assessment is done in a fair manner and
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Indrani concluded by saying she
hoped that the Malaysian Government would keep to its stance to
continue to protect the rice farmers by not lowering the trade tariffs as the US wanted Malaysia to
import more rice. q

Jennifer Mourin and Anne
Haslam work for the Pesticide Action Network’s
Asia Pacific regional office
in Penang

BOOK REVIEW

Tun Dr Ismail Abdul Rahman

‘The Third Man’ of
Malaysian History
Review by Johan Saravanamuttu
t does not have as complex a plot nor is it
as noir as the 1949 movie classic The Third
Man. Ooi Kee Beng’s The Reluctant Politician, however, certainly connotes a tale of
the critical role played by ‘the third man’ in Malaysia’s early independence history.

I

Let me hasten to add that I’m not one to deny the
plural character of our politics and the multiple
struggles of Malayan society for independence from
the British. Surely more than a few men were responsible for the shape of our history.
But when independence did arrive, admittedly there
were only a small number of persons, indeed usually ‘men’, and perhaps just three, who were in the
driver’s seat from 1957 to 1976. They were the Tunku,
Tun Razak and Tun Ismail.
There are certainly elements of plot and noir in Ooi’s
book. As perhaps revealed publicly for the first time,
Ismail was the only one (besides their mutual doctor, Stewart MacPherson) who had intimate knowledge of Razak’s terminal leukemia while Razak was
himself acutely aware of Ismail’s congenital heart
problem. Both men, however, believed that Ismail
would outlive Razak. In the event, Ismail’s heart
failed him on 2 August1973 while Razak went on to
helm Malaysia until 14 January 1976. Ooi captures
these remarkable facts succinctly and dramatically
in the opening chapter of the book.
How different would Malaysian history have been
or could it be had Ismail outlived Razak? Any reading of The Reluctant Politician would impel one to try
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to imagine this, however wistfully. What would have
happened had Tun Ismail been at the helm after
Tun Razak? For starters, certainly individuals whom
Ismail disliked may never have gained political ascendancy. Contrariwise, those he truly respected
would probably still be in the thick of politics or at
least be in political contention.
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For example, what would have
been the fate of Mahathir
Mohamad? All indications from
a reading of the book would be
that Mahathir would probably
have stayed in the political doldrums since Ismail had objected
to his reinstatement to UMNO.
Thanks to Razak, who evidently
succumbed to party politics and
pressure, Malaysia’s longest serving premier of 22 years was resurrected, in spite of Ismail’s objections. In the event, Musa Hitam,
Ismail’s preferred candidate for
political ascendancy, probably
lost out. But we are already ahead
of our story and it is not really my
intention here to delve into counter-factual ‘what- might-havebeens’.
Although Ooi Keng Beng’s book
does not problematise history in
the manner that I for one would
like, his meticulous rendering of
Tun Ismail’s life and time provides us with rare and profound
insights and fascinating details
about the Third Man of
Malaysian History. It reminds
us pointedly of Tun Ismail’s
egregious contribution and impact on our political life in the
post-Merdeka years, up until the
May 13 riots and the momentous changes after May 13.
Thanks to the letters and papers
(including a short memoir) left
behind by Tun Dr Ismail and
thanks to the liberal-mindedness
of his son Tawfik to deposit them
with the Institute of Southeast
Asian Studies, Ooi has been able
to produce this highly readable
book, after also drawing on
sources in the British archives at
Kew and conducting numerous

interviews with Tun Ismail’s
friends and previous associates in
Malaysia and Singapore.
In this review, I wish to touch on
the following aspects of the biography; Tun Ismail’s personality
and character; his politics and foreign policy; and his political and
social relationships. Perhaps
from such a reading we could surmise what sort of government and
overall temper of politics could
have prevailed in Malaysia had
more honourable men such as
Ismail taken the helm.
Certainly, Ismail was not without
faults and one can easily glean
this from this rich biography.
There was also a very human and
sociable person tucked within the
outer exterior of a somewhat severe and no-nonsense persona. So
let me begin with his personality
and character.

The

man

What I found most engaging in the
biography were the insights into
Ismail the man, warts and all. The
story of his failing health due to a
faulty heart-valve which led to his
death at 58 years is already wellknown. In spite of this, Ismail was
an active athlete who was into
hiking and swimming in his Melbourne University days and, in
later years, an ardent golfer. From
golf, comes his famous analogy on
the temporality of the special position of the Malays:
The special privilege or position
accorded to the Malays under the
Constitution is mainly intended
to enable them – to borrow an expression from the game of golf –
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‘to have a handicap’, which
would place them in a position for
fair competition with better players. Therefore, like a golfer, it
should not be the aim of the
Malays to perpetuate this handicap but to strive to improve their
game, and thereby reducing, and
finally removing, their handicap
completely. (p 217).
The young Ismail was an avid
dancer as well and, from that, one
could well adduce his openmindedness and his sociability. A
vignette from his days as a medical student in Singapore serves to
illustrate this. Ismail used to frequent a local buy-a-coupon–perdance cabaret with his friends.
The practice was to rush to the
most popular hostesses and get
one on a first-come-first-serve basis. Writes Ismail:
As I was dancing away, I happened to look behind and saw a
face red with anger. It was the face
of one of my professors, who had
expected me to step aside and give
way to him to dance with the hostess. The next day happened to be
the day on which I had to present
myself to the professor for an oral
examination of the anatomy of
bones. He naturally gave me a difficult bone to identify and describe and when I could not, he
made the sarcastic remark that if I
were to concentrate more on bone
anatomy rather than surface
anatomy, I would make a success
of myself as a medical student. (p
20).
In the event Ismail had to complete his medical studies in Melbourne and returned home only
after the Second World War.

Reluctant

politician

Ooi gives an interesting account
of how Ismail was persuaded to
enter politics, essentially by the
Tunku, and to become the Alliance
member of the executive council
of the Federal Legislative Council
in 1953. Tunku himself had demurred taking up the position as
he wanted to focus on the independence process. After independence, it was again the Tunku
who prevailed on Ismail to lead
Malaysia’s mission at the United
States and the United Nations.
In his various dealings with superiors and subordinates, Ismail
cut a character who was principled, if feisty. He detested incompetence and was not one to suffer
fools. As minister plenipotentiary
at New York, he worked hard to
maintain Malaysia’s anti-communist stance and non-recognition of
the People’s Republic of China in
the face of the continuing communist insurgency in Malaysia. He
was therefore incensed and immediately threatened to resign when
the Tunku blurted out in Netherlands that it was not a bad idea to
consider recognising China. The
Tunku, who belatedly realised his
mistake, intimates that Ismail
tried to submit his resignation a
few times, but after the Tunku deliberately avoided him, the resignation never came.
It is interesting to note that, while
at New York, Ismail was also irritated by the manner some of his
subordinates under-performed
while he praised and thought
well of persons who were responsible and conducted their work intelligently. Among the individu-

als who won Ismail’s respect were
Musa Hitam, (who went on to become deputy premier; Mohamed
Sopiee, a former Labour Party
leader, who became first secretary
to Ismail in New York; Ismail Ali,
later to be Bank Negara Governor;
Albert Talalla, a diplomat; Suffian
Hashim, chief justice; and Lim
Chong Eu, the MCA leader who
later became Gerakan leader.
The Kuoks, Philip and Robert,
were close friends, and in the book,
copious reference is made to
Ismail’s conversations and intimations to both brothers. William,
the third brother, who died as a
guerrilla at the hands of the British, is also mentioned in Ooi’s
book. Other family friends and associates included the Cheahs and
the Puthuchearys.
The picture one gets of Ismail the
man is clearly that of a person
who was liberal-minded and had
close associates from all the communities of Malaysia. Indeed,
some of his closest friends were
non-Malays, some of them leftleaning. In fact, Ismail had few
hang-ups when it came to relating with “others”; while studying
in Melbourne, he had three relationships, including one with an
Australian girl and one with a
German girl.

Democrat
and
pragmatist
Tun Ismail’s view on politics and
foreign policy issues are weaved
in throughout the eight chapters
of the book. We have already
noted that he was introduced into
politics by the Tunku. But, in truth,
Ismail’s own family was already
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deeply involved in public affairs:
his father Abdul Rahman Yassin
was president of the Senate and
his brother Suleiman, having been
in Tunku’s circle since Cambridge
days, was High Commissioner to
Australia.
Ismail was a democrat at heart but,
like most people of the Tunku’s
generation, had strong views
about communism. As a diplomat
and as Malaysia’s acting foreign
minister, he ably argued for Malaysia’s anti-communist and prowestern stances and worked hard
to get US financial aid for Malaysia.
Interestingly though, Ismail was
also responsible for the very important shift to nonalignment in
Malaysian foreign policy which
came during Tun Razak era. In
1968, after retirement from the
cabinet because of his health, as
Umno backbencher, he called for
the neutralisation of South-East
Asia, to be guaranteed by all the
major powers including China.
This later became Malaysia’s and
Asean’s iconic policy for a Zone
of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality
(Zopfan) in South-East Asia. And
close on the heels of his proposal
came the recognition of the People’s Republic of China in 1974,
Malaysia being the first SouthEast Asian country to make the
move.
Thus, it is clear that Ismail was a
pragmatist while being staunchly
democratic in his approach to
politics. In spite of his gloomy
May 13 statement that “democracy is dead in Malaysia”, it was
very evident that after the May
1969 incident, he was working

hard to resurrect democracy.
Forced to re-emerge from his retirement, he played a crucial role
under Tun Razak in the six-member National Operations Council
(NOC), and for all intents and
purposes, Razak depended heavily on Ismail for final decisions.
Interestingly, Ismail initially
pressed for Harun Idris’s arrest
but was dissuaded by Hanif Omar
who said that the first incidents
of May 13 occurred in Setapak, not
Kampong Baru in Kuala Lumpur.
Most importantly Ismail cogently
argued against any military takeover or martial law which was apparently what the Tunku had
wanted in the beginning. The
sense was that Ismail was conscientious about the eventual return
to democratic politics as much as
he was uncompromising about
stemming political instability. Detentions and arrests comprising
all major ethnic groups totaled
8,114 by 5 July.
Ismail also dealt firmly with the
Malay “ultras”. Mahathir
Mohamad was expelled from
Umno on 12 July and Musa Hitam
was sent off for study leave to Sussex University. Tengku Razaleigh
in an interview said it was Ismail
who wanted Mahathir expelled
and it was also Ismail who
stopped two attempts to re-admit
him into Umno (p 206).
A significant aspect of Ismail’s
political thinking relates to the
episode of Singapore’s merger
with Malaysia and its subsequent
separation on 9 August 1965.
While it was the Tunku’s decision
that Singapore should leave Malaysia, the authors behind the

separation agreement were Razak,
Ismail and Tan Siew Sin as well
as Singapore’s Goh Keng Swee
and Eddie Barker. In an article to
the National Geographic, Ismail
wrote: “At the moment both nations, comparatively speaking, are
well off. If they can co-exist for
some time, each understanding
the other’s point of view, the time
will come when they will merge again.
It is better to wait for this to come because if they do not do so they will
sink together instead of coming together” (p. 160, emphasis added).
Another important contribution of
Ismail to political changes was
the setting up of the Anti-Corruption Agency. He led the anti-graft
cabinet committee, which tabled
the motion for the ACA on 12
April 1967. Robert Kuok intimates, “You would say, in Confucian terms, that he was a man
who led a very correct life, a man
of the highest integrity. Money,
favours, political hypocrisy or
deceit, all those were anathema to
him” (p 173)

Where are
honourable

the
men?

No doubt from Ooi Kee Beng’s
comprehensive and penetrating
biography of Tun Dr. Ismail, we
could conclude that Ismail was a
loving and sensitive family man,
a loyal colleague and friend, a fearless and peerless politician, and
not least of all, an honourable
man. He was at heart a democrat,
if a bit authoritarian. He was not
averse to using the Internal Security Act to achieve the political
imperatives of the day, but one
senses that, were he given the
choice today, he may opt for its
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removal.
Admittedly, his firmness of decision-making style verged sometimes on intolerance. His hot-tempered nature may have reinforced
this aspect of his character but his
sharpness of judgment of human
character perhaps more than compensated for his feisty disposition.
Beyond his actual impact on
Malaysian politics, how is the life
and time of a man like Tun Dr.
Ismail important for us today? I
would rather not indulge in counter-factual thinking of what
would have happened had he become “the third prime minister
Malaysia never had” but raise the
more pertinent question, where on
our political landscape are the
honourable men of Malaysia now,
foibles and all? Where have political courage, intellectual honesty and political imagination
gone?
It is well known that politics in
Malaysia today has become infested by pseudo-intellectuals,
dishonest politicians, incompetents and fools. It will be of some
solace that the life of Tun Dr.
Ismail may inspire a new generation of genuine men and women of
honour to take to the political
stage. q

Johan Saravanamutu is
currently Visiting Senior
Research Fellow at the Institute of Southeast Asian
Studies, Singapore. The
thoughts presented are his
personal views.
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Thoughts

on

the

any deliberate effort to use psychological means on a person to
make him/her a scapegoat for others. For example, since you are so
against ISA, would you deliberately use psychological means on
a person to make use of that person in your campaign against the
ISA? How would you justify making use of an innocent person?
How would you sleep at night
knowing that you have done
wrong to an innocent person?
Would you use your children as
scapegoats for the purpose?
Elcy Thomas Chandy

Town & City Council:
Zakarias
aplenty

ISA

Could you include one more column in your ISA Watch list of detainees stating the crimes they
have committed/suspected of
committing - and a brief explanation of what JI, KMM and Thai
separatists means.
When you say a person is put in
ISA detention without evidence,
it sounds cruel. But if you say a
person is put in ISA for suspected
crime/murder/drug abuse, then
it seems reasonable. For there are
situations I can envisage where
such negative incidents can be
associated with a person, but there
is no evidence to prove it. If given
the authority, I would put such
persons under ISA detention for
investigation.
You may never understand such
action unless your loved ones die
due to the actions of such persons
though you can never prove it.
One more thing: are you aware of

During the time of the British
colonialists we had local council
elections. Cast your mind back to
the Labour Party in control of
George Town and the PPP in Ipoh
— very efficiently run councils by
men of honesty and integrity.
It is indeed an irony that after
Merdeka the people have been
denied their right to a participatory democracy. Though the Alliance enjoyed great popular support, they took fright at the prospect of local councils in the hands
of the opposition. That fear has
remained for half a country, to the
detriment of the people. The
Barisan will not permit local
council elections. Ka Ting’s statement that Malaysia has devised a
unique system of appointing
town and city councillors is deplorable. Unique indeed! because
it offers the Barisan a unique opportunity to appoint party cronies, family members, bootlickers,
political rejects and hangers-on as
town or city councillors.
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How can this country progress?
How can inept and corrupt men
and women councillors offer first
class service to town and city
dwellers? Many appointed town
and city councillors are corrupt,
law-breakers and land grabbers.
They carry out their nefarious activities with utter impunity. The
powers that be protect these
scoundrels. One only need to look
at the case of Zakaria in Klang.
The Minister of Local Government
washed his hands of the corrupt,
law-breaking and land-grabbing
councillor. The Menteri Besar of
Selangor said that “my hands are
tied” to explain lack of action. It
is a case of Ali Baba and the Forty
Thieves — one protecting the
other. There are hundreds of
Zakarias who are festering concerns in the body politic at Federal, State, Town, City and District
Council levels.
It is in the hands of the electorate to
rectify matters and bring about
change. The ballot is a powerful
weapon and should be used wisely
to reject those who appoint such
scumbags to town and city councils. These corrupt characters are
not answerable to the people but to
their political masters. In advanced
countries local council elections
ensure that experienced and
knowledgeable professionals are
elected as town or city councillors.
Dear town-city-dweller, do a great
service to your country. You have
it in your power to effect muchneeded change in town and city
councils. It is time to insult those
who insult your intelligence.
Wake up! You have been taken
for a ride for far too long. Say
firmly ‘Enough is enough’.
Pro democracy

Tidak

Mahu

Oh great leader you won the biggest mandate in the history of
Malaysian elections, thereby raising the hopes of Malaysians for a
new and dynamic era. But to most Malaysians you have proved to be
a great disappointment. This is why:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

Malaysia. a truly democratic country`
Tidak Mahu
A free print and electronic media
“
Repeal of ISA
“
An independent Judiciary
“
Everyone equal under the law
“
Total gender equality
“
Freedom of choice of religion for everyone as provided for in the Constitution
“
Establishment of an Inter-Faith Commission
“
Every Malaysian citizen regarded as “indigenous”
“
Establishment of an independent Election Commission
“
Introduction of proportional representation
“
Reintroduction of local government elections
“
Fairer delineation of constituencies and fairer weightage of urban/rural
constituencies in terms of voters.
“
An independent ACA to eradicate corruption
“
Appointment of an Ombudsman
“
Public declaration of assets by all civil servants and politicians
“
Legal protection for whistleblowers
“
Introduction of revolutionary charges in education to keep pace with advanced
societies
“
Appointment of non-Malays as Federal and State Directors of Education and
Vice-Chancellors of public universities
“
Repeal of the crippling Universities and Colleges Act
“
Discontinuation of the NEP
“
Meritocracy in Malaysia
“
Open competition for jobs and scholarships
“
Transparent and open tender system for the award of government contracts
“
Non-privatisation of sectors catering to the basic needs of people
“
Dismissal of inefficient and corrupt civil servants
“
Introduction of fairer Malay/non-Malay recruitment into the Civil Service
“
Severe disciplinary action against Ministers, Mentris Besar, Chief Ministers, Heads
of Departments and Civil Servants for dereliction of duty based on the
Auditor-General’s Report
“
No protection for the lunatic fringe; intelligent discussion of constitutional issues
“
Appointment of non-Malays as Governors of certain States
“
Monthly wages for plantation workers
“
Minimum wage for workers
“
No requirement for non-Muslims to seek justice from Shariah Courts
“
Withdrawal of appointment of judges who refuse to defend the constitution
“
An elected Dewan Negara
“

Jadi mahu apa?... Agenda Umnoputra

MAHU
Failed State
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we have sunk in our stature and
regressed in the standard of exciting debates. Very often, well-researched and substantive debates
are sadly lacking these days.
The Question and Answer session used to be vibrant and exciting, punctuated with witty and
intelligent retorts and repartee,
which added colour and life to
Parliament. Those sessions have
been greatly reduced to dull sessions by time limits and other constraints.
A record of Aliran's stand on current affairs.

Bring back
days of

the glorious
Parliament

Aliran supports the Prime Minister’s call “to bring back the glory
days of parliamentarians”. This
call to restore respect for and dignity to Parliament is long overdue.
In any case, we are heartened that
even the Prime Minister has at
long last acknowledged the deterioration in the standing of Parliament in the public eye and the
absence of quality debates when
Parliament is in session.This sentiment finally reflects the views of
ordinary citizens who are terribly
disappointed with the manner
Parliament has been functioning.
According to Datuk Raja Ahmad
Zainuddin Raja Omar the acting
Chairman of the Barisan
Nasional Backbenchers’ Club, “
the prime minister wanted elected
representatives to engage in better quality debates, ...” (theSun, 20
March 2007).
Parliament unfortunately has
been identified with silly banter

and sick jokes by some domineering Members of Parliament who
are quick to shoot from the hip.
Racial slurs, stupid remarks and
name-calling are often gleefully
reported by our undiscerning
mainstream media. Quality debates and quality reporting are
sorely missed these days.
When we compare the glorious
days of Parliament in the 1960s
and recall the quality of debates,
it is difficult to fathom how low
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The Prime Minister must put into
practice the essence of true parliamentary democracy by allowing space for a Private Member’s
Bill to be debated. The present
practice of deliberately dragging
on with the matters of government
so that there would be no time left
to debate the Private Member’s Bill
is undemocratic, unjust and unethical. Killing a Bill by this disgraceful conduct is outrageous.
Parliament was not regarded seriously by the previous Prime
Minister, who even used to be
overseas when the session was
on. Leading by example, even
Cabinet ministers were absent,
often delegating their duties to
others. Under the circumstances,
Parliament’s importance eroded
and its relevance declined.
If the PM is really sincere in wanting to restore Parliament’s dignity
and relevance, he must seriously
observe the following points:
• He should make attendance
during parliamentary sessions
compulsory by setting the example and insisting that his
cabinet colleagues and BN
elected representatives are

present;
• He should ensure that there
will be a quorum at all times. If
26 MPs cannot be present to
provide the quorum, it becomes a national shame and
an embarrassment to parliamentary democracy;
• He should release bills for debate at least three months before they are tabled so that
there will be time for research
to contribute to quality debates
and to provide opportunity for
ordinary Malaysians to comment on them;
• He should increase the time allotted for the Question and Answer session;
• He should free BN MPs from
the control of the Party Whip
when national issues of importance are debated so that
these elected representatives
can rise above petty party
politics and cross party
boundaries to support motions - even those moved by
the opposition - in the larger
interest of the nation;

These are some of the points that
deserve to be considered to bring
back the lost lustre to Parliament
so that it will stand out as a shining example of our parliamentary
democracy.
Let us strive together to make Parliament in the next 50 years an
institution that is meaningful and
participatory - one that truly reflects the principles of justice.
P Ramakrishnan
President
22 March 2007

Mr

PM,

indict

Zulkipli!

Anti-Corruption Agency chief
Zulkipli Mat Noor can no longer
be in office holding on to his position as Director General. It is an
embarrassment to the ACA! An
institution entrusted with the
highly demanding responsibility
of checking and eradicating corruption cannot be headed by an
individual whose character and
integrity comes under a cloud of
suspicion. We cannot tolerate this
absurd situation. The Prime Minister must surely understand this.

• He should allow Parliament to
manage its affairs rather than
having a civil servant taking
charge of something that
should rightly be the concern
of Parliament itself;
• He should field as candidates
for the national elections people who deserve to sit in Parliament instead of using the selection process to reward party
loyalists. That is, if he really
wants to have parliamentarians of quality as he has expressed.
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Zulkipli was not merely accused
of being corrupt by any ordinary
citizen. It was not a wild allegation by any means. But in this case,
the accusation came from a senior (now retired) ACA official,
Ramli Abdul Manan, who had investigated the issue of corruption
involving Zulkipli. According to
Ramli, the former Sabah ACA director, he had studied this particular case and had indeed filed his
report in July 2006 alerting the
ACA, the then Inspector-General
of Police and the Prime Minister
regarding Zulkipli’s corruption.
Strangely, no action was taken to
pursue this matter.
Besides this, it has been disclosed
that several reports dating back
to 1997 were lodged with the police by a woman alleging sexual
molestation and behaviour unbecoming of an official, who
strangely seems to be enjoying the
confidence of the authorities
In spite of these earlier reports,
Zulkipli’s contract was extended
three times since his appointment
by former Prime Minister Dr
Mahathir Mohamad in 2001. (His
current term ends on 31 March

2007.) We are now told that the
police are investigating this case.
Notwithstanding this, further allegations of corruption have
emerged with Dr Jeffrey Kitingan
lodging a 24-page police report
implicating Zulkipli with corruption.
What is really worrying
Malaysians is that Zulkipli continues to be on duty and in service as Director General of the
ACA. There is this real fear that,
because of his top position, he has
access to ACA files and information pertaining to his case. It is legitimate to wonder whether there
is a possibility that evidence can
be tampered with or witnesses
threatened. This is something that
cannot be easily dismissed or
overlooked.
Zulkipli’s position in the ACA is
tarnishing the image of the ACA.
People are losing their confidence
in the ACA as a body truly dedicated to wiping out corruption.
When citizens no longer view the
head of this very important agency
as a man of impeccable character,
then the entire outfit suffers. Its
credibility is shattered and the
very purpose of setting up the
ACA is rightly questioned. We
cannot have a person remaining
in such a crucial office if his integrity has been called into question or if there is the slightest hint
of irregularities.
Aliran is of the view that Zulkipli
should be indicted. Indicting an
officer while the case is being investigated is part of the disciplinary process. When an officer is
cleared, he can be reinstated without suffering any loss in salary or
seniority to his rank. Why should

it be different for Zulkipli, Mr PM?
P Ramakrishnan
President
28 March 2007

Bloggers
under
threat
of state control
Charter 2000-Aliran is deeply
concerned by the government’s
potential move to impose mandatory registration of bloggers who
use websites hosted in Malaysia.
This is an obvious attempt to control and curb local blogs and to
create a culture of fear among
bloggers.
Deputy Energy, Water and Communications Minister Shaziman
Abu Mansor told Parliament yesterday that the government was
considering this measure to purportedly “prevent the spread of
negative or malicious content on
the Internet”.
Recent attempts by certain government ministers and politicians to
smear bloggers are a prelude to
possible moves to control and censor the Internet. These officials’
reactions suggest that certain
analyses and breaking news on
blogs and websites have hit home
and proved to be too ‘painful’ for
certain quarters in government.
Although we do not deny that certain elements could have put malicious content on the Internet, we
certainly do not welcome any attempt to register bloggers. It is tantamount, we reiterate, to state censorship and control. It would also
violate the government’s pledge
“to ensure no censorhip of the
Internet”, which was part of the
10-point “Bill of guarantees”
aimed at attracting foreign inves-
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tors to the Multimedia Super Corridor.
In fact, the growing popularity of
blogging, we would argue, is in
part the result of too much state
control and censorship over the
mainstream media. Such control
of traditional media has prompted
concerned Malaysians to turn to
the Internet to express their views
and to make public revelations of
matters the government would
rather not disclose. The government has been hiding behind the
Official Secrets Act for too long
and has not allowed the truth to
prevail. Now it is trying to limit
the new space available on the
Internet for that truth to reach
Malaysians.
The only way to for the government to counter so-called malicious content and “negative reporting” is to put forward immediately its own official version of
the facts. But this the government
is not prone to do because it is not
efficient nor are ruling politicians
particularly savvy at using the
Internet to set the record straight.
For the government to make fresh
attempts to rein in bloggers is to
belittle, if not ridicule and tarnish,
the good work done by many conscientious bloggers, especially
those who dare to identify themselves.
Instead of acting in a retrogressive
manner, the government should
move forward with the times. It
should face up to the challenges
of globalisation and the Internet
by exercising more transparency
and less censorship.
Dr Mustafa K Anuar & Anil Netto
Coordinators, Charter 2000-Aliran
5 April 2007

JAPANESE NGOs URGE PROBE Continued from page 40
US$25 million (approx 2.5 billion
yen) in intermediation fees to Regent Star in the ten years up to
2005. An anonymous industry
source is quoted as admitting that
“there was an understanding that
these were payments to the Chief
Minister’s family” and in essence,
kickbacks. According to the article, the NFA admitted that it had
in 1981 entered into an agreement
with Dewaniaga Sarawak (DNS)
on log exports to Japan, and had
been instructed by DNS to pay
intermediation fees to Regent Star
in Hong Kong.
The payments, which are said to
have continued for 26 years since
1981, are said to have started at a
rate of approximately US$1.50 per
cubic meter of logs shipped, and
to have increased over the years
to the current rate of US$3.28,
while the log shipments declined
from a peak of 3.8 million m3 in
1990 to about 410,000 m3 in 2005.
The report estimates that an average of one to four million dollars
per year, totalling US $25,250,000,
was paid to Regent Star between
1996 and 2005 alone. The article
also mentions that an industry
source alleged that DNS director
Dato’ Onn Bin Mahmud, brother
of CM Taib Mahmud, sometimes
participated in person in negotiations of the intermediation fees
between Regent Star and the NFA.
From the above, it should be crystal clear that the allegations
lodged against CM Taib Mahmud
by Malaysiakini and Party
Keadilan Rakyat Sarawak are not
based on rumour or hearsay, but
on information reported in a consistent manner by several leading
Japanese newspapers. As organisations working in the Malaysian

public interest, Malaysiakini and
Party Keadilan have merely been
exercising their freedom of expression and fulfilling their duty to
raise concerns to the public and
competent authorities regarding
highly disturbing information
meriting further investigation. In
fact, it would have been dereliction of their public duty not to
have done so.
If whistle-blowers immediately
face threats of litigation for defamation, how can citizens play an
active role in eliminating corruption? Should not CM Taib
Mahmud present a clear explanation rather than resort to such intimidation? And if he disagrees
with the allegations in the reports,
should he not question their
sources in Japan and the Japanese
tax authorities, rather than
Malaysian citizens who are
merely bringing them to the public attention?
In light of your pledge to make
anti-corruption a top policy priority with “zero tolerance for
corruption,” we urge you to live
up to your reputation by instructing the Malaysian Anti-

Corruption Agency (ACA) directly under your supervision to
immediately commence a formal
investigation into the allegations raised in these media reports, and to keep the public informed of developments. Party
Keadilan Rakyat Sarawak has
already lodged two reports on
this matter as of 13 April 2007,
one with the Kuching Central
Police Station and another with
the Anti-Corruption Agency in
Kuching, following your public
statement advising that reports
be lodged so that the ACA could
take action. Japanese civil society will do its most to urge the
Japanese tax authorities to cooperate with Malaysia in its investigation, so that the truth can
be revealed and justice served.
Furthermore, we ask you to ensure
that Malaysian citizens do not
face undue pressure or malicious
litigation in an attempt to suppress their freedom of speech
when raising issues in the public
interest. Certainly such transparency is crucial in upholding the
honour and untarnished reputation of Malaysia in the international community. q

•Sarawak Campaign Committee (SCC)
•Friends of the
Earth Japan (FOEJ)
•Japan Tropical Forest Action Network (JATAN) •The Japan Citizens’ Coalition for the UN
International Decade of the World’s Indigenous Peoples
(INDEC) •Japan Network on Human Rights in Malaysia
•Pacific Asia Resource Center (PARC)
•Papua New
Guinea and Solomon Islands Forest Protection Group in
Japan Y. Sakamoto, Global Environment Forum
The above was faxed and emailed to Prime Minister Abdullah
Badawi and the Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) on 27 April 2007
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APPEAL

Your RM10 Can Make A
Difference
If every reader chips in, Aliran's financial woes can be resolved
Dear Fellow Malaysians:
or 30 years, Aliran has
been a beacon for
Malaysian society in
many important ways.
Aliran provides a rallying point
for citizens and civic organisations concerned with freedom,
justice and democracy. Aliran
defends civil liberties and human rights, and promotes interethnic and inter-religious respect. More than that, Aliran
advances the
causes of
marginalised communities, disadvantaged groups and persecuted individuals who are too
often bereft of any opportunity
to speak for themselves.

F

To carry out these tasks, Aliran
depends on limited financial
resources derived from Aliran
Monthly subscriptions and
sales as well as donations made
by our members, subscribers
and other well-wishers. Our
writers, members and other
supporters receive no payment
for their tireless services.
For our operational expenses,
we receive no funding whatsoever from any government
or opposition political party,
corporation or foreign source.

We intend to keep things that
way to safeguard our autonomy.
The cost of producing Aliran
Monthly, disseminating information and publications, networking with other civic organisations, and organising
public talks and forums has
risen considerably. In truth,
we are incurring deficits every
month and we will run out of
funds in a few months.

AM Vol:25(7)

To maintain our crucial public
service, we sincerely appeal to
you to respond in any of the
following ways:
• Make a donation to Aliran.
Send a cheque or draft
made payable to Aliran
Kesedaran Negara or directly transfer your contribution to our account no.
507 246 118 995 with Malayan Banking Berhad,
Green Lane branch, Penang.
• Take out or renew a twoyear subscription to Aliran
Monthly (see page 38).
• Take out a gift subscription
for someone close to you
(see page 38). q
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ACCOUNTABILITY

Japanese
Abdullah

NGOs urge
to probe allegations

Corruption allegations against Sarawak CM Taib Mahmud and
freedom of speech in Malaysia

e, the undersigned Japanese non-governmental
organisations and citizens’ groups, wish to express our profound concern regarding threats by the Sarawak
Chief Minister Tan Sri Pehin Taib
Mahmud to lodge a defamation
suit against the Malaysiakini
news service and leaders of Party
Keadilan Rakyat Sarawak for raising allegations of his involvement
in a RM32 million kickback
scheme reported by the Japan
Times and other Japanese newspapers.

W

We understand that the corruption allegations raised against
CM Taib Mahmud originated
from a report in the Japan Times
on 29 March 2007 that nine Japa-

nese shipping companies which
transport lumber from Sarawak
failed to report some 1.1 billion
yen (approximately RM32 million) in income paid as remuneration to Regent Star, a Hong Kongbased agent with connections to
CM Taib Mahmud and his family, during a period of seven years
through last March. According to
the report, the Tokyo Regional
Taxation Bureau determined that
these payments were rebates, not
legitimate expenses, and is likely
to impose well over 400 million in
back taxes and penalties against
the shipping companies.
The Yomiuri Shimbun (in Japanese)
also reported the above facts in an
article on 28 March. Furthermore,
the Asahi Shimbun English edition
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reported on 28 March that the Tokyo Regional Taxation Bureau
had ordered Kansai Line Co. to
pay 50 million yen in back taxes
and penalties for falsely including so-called intermediation fees
totalling 130 million yen paid to
Regent Star over a seven year period until December 2005, in its
cost of loading logs in ports in
Sarawak, in an effort to hide the
payments.
The Asahi Shimbun Japanese edition further reported on 27 March
that shipping companies affiliated with the Nanyozai Freight
Agreement (NFA) cartel are suspected to have paid more than

Continued on page 37

