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COVER STORY

Year of half-bridge, half-past-six
govt and half-witted leaders

he citizens of Bolehland
ended the year 2006 in
high spirits. Even
though things did not
quite fork out for the work-with-me
Prime Minister (PM), the government of the day took us to great
heights in various ways.

T

We were also kept high-minded
by former PM Dr Mahathir
Mohamed (Dr M), who instead of
riding off into the sunset, got on
his high horse and refused to
come down from it – even after his
manhood had been questioned.
Dr M felt it was high time to highlight to the PM that the latter had
sold the country, stooped before
his neighbours, stopped listening
to ‘My Way’, stabbed him in the
back and scrapped his pet
projects…He was not interfering,

merely asking Pak Lah to step
down, that’s all.
It was difficult to differentiate between the annual haze and Dr
M’s high-end smokescreen. His
past ‘sins’ were shrouded by his
sensational high-drama series of
a crooked-half-bridge, cancelled
projects, crooks and cronies –
with him playing the lead role as
a reluctant saint.
Part of the drama was an arranged
peace talk, during which Pak Lah
kept his peace and Dr M talked
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EDITOR'S

NOTE

In our cover story, Martin Jalleh looks back at the
last 12 months and highlights the MahathirAbdullah spat, the Umno keris affair, Proton and its
can of worms among others. But alas, 2006 was also
a year when Pak Lah and his “half-past six government” functioned only at half throttle, with halfmeasures and half-hearted efforts.
We also carry articles in Q and A format: one by the
Article 11 coalition to dispel some of the myths that
have arisen following last year’s aborted road-show
and the other by the IPCMC Coalition on why we
urgently need an Independent Police Complaints
and Misconduct Commission.
Inter-religious relations meanwhile have taken a
turn for the worse, and a resourceful Zaharom Nain
decides to take the matter up with the highest levels
– in a manner of speaking. But no, not another open
letter to the Prime Minister – but one addressed to
God himself...
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with his high-hat on. The ‘old
man’ gave the PM higher ‘doses
of venom’ for his blistered image.
The latter took down the long
prescription…and left everything
to God.
As sparks flew, venom spewed
and divisions grew, it became
clear that the high-impact and the
historic spat between the two had
much more to do with the four issues raised by Dr M or his insinuations of the Oxbridge-trained
people on the 4th Floor of the PM’s
Office.
It was about the elite in Umno jostling in high-gear with one another for the control of the country’s resources. It was about privileged people in high places sinking so low in outdoing one another in their chauvinism and arrogance, and high rollers gambling away the country for high
stakes.
In the name of Malay Supremacy
and with the help of Executive
Supremacy, the elite in the dominant party exerted their ‘supremacy’ over one another. They
were at one another’s throat
whilst screaming at the rest not to
question their state, status, and of
course, superiority.

High

hypocrisy

Pak Lah’s chime of change and
his high-sounding anti-corruption cheer and chant continued on
in 2006. He proved himself capable of producing the same old
‘tap-and-dance routine’ synonymous with his predecessor.
He displayed such ‘high tolerance’ for certain people in high
places in Umno. For example, he

held up high scandal-ridden
former Klang municipal councillor Zakaria Md Deros as a ‘good
leader’. He told ‘close-one-eye’
Jasin MP Datuk Mohd Said bin
Yusof to close his mouth and assured him that he will be given a
ear.
On the eve of the Umno General
Assembly (GA), Pak Lah dished
out an additional RM600 million
(of the rakyat’s money) to spearhead rural development. The ‘bonus’ will go to 191 parliamentary
constituencies (read as ‘Umno divisions’), excluding Sarawak
(where there is no Umno).

Zakaria: A good leader?

Lim Kit Siang rightly called it ‘political corruption of the worst
kind’. Dr M said it was ‘very
wrong’ and that it ‘has to be given
to everybody’. But Pak Lah was
not listening. He would roar very
religiously that he was disappointed over the lack of debates
on corruption during the GA.
One cannot help but think of the
highly hilarious statement of the
occasionally-wise de facto law
minister Nazri Aziz who declared
with a straight face: ‘Money politics in Umno…do not involve public funds or public projects.’ How
naïve can Nazri be?

How naive can Nazri be?

By the end of the year Pak Lah had
nothing to show – no high-profile
individuals to be prosecuted for
graft – not even amongst the unknown 18 of high standing on the
corruption list.
Mukhriz
Mahathir was absolutely right –
Pak Lah had offered nothing new
at the GA – and neither had anyone else in Umno in 2006.
‘Good governance’ reigned in
many local councils in 2006. A
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Mukhiz: Absolutely right - Pak Lah
offered nothing new

good number of politically-appointed councillors made good
money in good time for the good of
the people. They built for themselves palaces, bulldozed the
homes of the poor, blasted holy
places of worship and bullied the
marginalized.
The rakyat began to doubt their
tell-me-the-truth PM. His explanations regarding his son and sonin-law were treated as half-truths
or outright lies. We asked him to
tell the truth, but he would instead
speak of his son-in law’s rice bowl
and of Dr M’s children having
been awarded far bigger projects
than those given to his son.
Ferreted out of his ‘elegant silence’, and realizing it was time
to play high-ball Pak Lah stuttered, stammered, stumbled and
strained for ‘the truth’ to shore up
his shaky defence against Dr M’s
accusation that Bolehland has become a ‘half-past-six country
which has no guts’.
Indeed, Pak Lah’s half-past-six
government often appeared at
sixes and sevens – with either his
ministers and officers contradicting one another, making u-turns,
or with almost everybody free to
pronounce policy – from minister
to mufti to the mob and to the
multitude...but he would still insist ‘I am in control’.
Sharing Pak Lah’s prize for hypocrisy was Dr M who complained that he had been denied
the right to freedom of expression,
peaceful assembly and association, and that he was a victim of a
police state – a legacy which he
had so proudly left behind.
He even very humbly claimed that

Homes of the poor bulldozed

he never had anyone arrested under the ISA for political reasons
and blamed the mass arrests of
Operation Lalang in 1988 on the
police. A highly-incensed Kit
Siang reminded Dr M, who was
also the then Home Minister and
Justice Minister, that he was the
‘mastermind’of the 1987 dragnet.
He complained that the mainstream press had spurned him
and spiked his statements. He
even alleged the existence of spin
doctors. Dr M was given a taste of
his own medicine. It must have
been difficult to swallow the fact
that he was no longer the darling
of the mainstream press.

Lim Kit Siang: Dr M ‘mastermind’
of 1987 dragnet

The seasoned politician was pepper-sprayed when he arrived for
one of his wayang kulit roadshows
in Kelantan. However, proving he
was worth his salt, he bounced
back peppering the government
with his snide remarks and sarcastic swipes.
It was also a year when the chickens came home to roost. Ani
Arope, ex-chief of Tenaga, enlightened us on the role Dr M played
in the higher electricity rates we
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Anwar Ibrahim: Highlighted Dr M's
contribution to RM30 billion loss

are paying for. Anwar Ibrahim
highlighted Dr M’s contribution
to Bolehland’s RM30 billion loss
as a result of forex speculations.
One-time corporate high-flyer
Tajuddin Ramli disclosed details
in a court document regarding his
‘national service’ duty to Dr M.
Former High Court judge Syed
Ahmad Idid and former Lord
President Salleh Abbas provided
more disturbing information on
the 1988 judicial crisis and other
scandals in the judiciary which
still stink to high heaven.
The PricewaterhouseCooper Report on the Mismanagement of
Proton Holdings (1996-2005),
which The Edge had called ‘Proton’s Can of Worms’, provided a
revealing glimpse into the worsening saga faced by the auto industry in Bolehland and exposed
how the rakyat had been taken for
a ride.

High

and

Mighty

2006 also saw the high-performance in Bolehland of half-witted
leaders and politicians. Leading
the pack were some of Umno’s
high-profile ‘heroes’, often engrossed in putting up a desperate
act of either denial, diversion,
damage control or demonizing
another race, party or person to
demonstrate their superiority.
For a start, the ever-cautious and
calculating Deputy PM Najib
Razak made it clear that the NEP
would be a Never Ending Policy.
He declared during the Umno GA
to a thunderous applause: “In this
struggle for the Malays, it must be
firmly said that there is no time
limit within which we must
achieve our targets.”

He preached that ‘the Malay mind
must be sharpened’ yet in the
ASLI controversy, he chose to shy
away without ascertaining the
truth with the help of experts with
regards to the methodology in calculating wealth held by different
ethnic groups. The people should
no longer question the government’s findings, was his methodology of a sharp mind
At one moment he would challenge the Malay with an agenda
for reform and at another he
would be obsessed with the Malay
Agenda which would result in the
Malay clutching on to their
crutches, clawing at their privileges and clamouring for more
handouts.
He struggled to rebut the contention of Penang Education and Economic Planning Committee chairman Dr Toh Kin Woon that the
NEP was ‘only for the elite, especially those who are close to the
leaders’, by generating generalities like: “Many non-Malays have
received the spillover and contracts from the government and
also certain approvals.”

Tajuddin Ramli: ‘National service’
duty to Dr M

Najib Razak: NEP would be a Never
Ending Policy

Najib obviously ran out of fuel in
trying to justify the government’s
decision to increase the price of
petrol when he meekly said:
“Malaysians should change their
lifestyle and adapt to the inevitable fuel price increase.” The indignant rakyat pointed out to Najib
the shameless high lifestyle of the
Cabinet ministers and the political elite.
Najib chastised Deputy Higher
Education Minister, Ong Tee
Keat, for alleging that there might
have been corruption in the Ministry of Education in the utilisa-
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Ong Tee Keat: Corruption in the
Ministry of Education

tion of a special fund for upgrading vernacular schools. Tee Kiat
was proven right. But Najib did
not want to ‘discuss the facts of
the issue’. He insisted that the
case be closed. Notice his
‘methodology”’again.
Umno Youth chief, Hishamuddin
Hussein, (who is also the Education Minister) proved yet again
that his intellectual prowess lay
very much in his kris-kiss-brandishing stunts at Umno Youth
GAs. Ever wondered why gangsterism is rife in our schools and
universities?
The keris may indeed be a “pivotal part of Malay culture”. But
when an Umno delegate at the GA
asked “when is he (Hishamuddin) going to use it” – it became evident that Hishamuddin’s
act had nothing to do with Malay
culture but came across as part of
the bullying and bankrupt culture
of Umno.
Then there was Khairy
Jamaluddin, the PM’s millionaire
son-in-law, and a supposedly brilliant Oxbridge graduate who
showed that he was willing to be
ox-brained and to play the racial
card, in order to promote himself
as the PM-in-waiting.
He said: ‘Chinese were taking
advantage of the infighting in
Umno to ask for more rights’ –
without mentioning that he was
the major cause of the infighting.
‘Malays in Penang are being
marginalised’ – yet ‘Khairy has
done nothing concrete to alleviate
the problems faced by the Malays
in Penang’, as Dr M had correctly
pointed out.
Khairy called Anwar Ibrahim a

traitor for saying that the New
Economic Policy (NEP) was no
longer needed. He forgot that his
father-in-law had said almost the
same thing at the Umno GA a year
earlier: ‘The government cannot
play the role of Santa Claus, perpetually handing out gifts’.
De facto Law Minister Nazri Aziz
helped enrich the script of the
PM’s anti-corruption charade by
declaring that the ACA ‘has no
powers to initiative investigations
on reports and charges of money
politics and bribery within
Umno…because these offences
are confined to political parties
and not public transgressions’.
A lawyer well-versed with the
Anti-Corruption Act 1997 showed
how nascent Nazri was with the
law: ‘…to say that money politics
does not affect the public in the sense
that it does not involve public projects
and public funds is spinning the
spin. More so, when the minister
was a former advocate and solicitor.’
These and many others who
worked with Pak Lah, were called
‘apple-polishers’ by Dr M –
though the latter’s humility did
not allow him to acknowledge the
fact that he had a lot to do with
their highly ‘polished’ character.
As it turned out in 2006, an ‘apple’ a day tried to keep the Dr
away.

High

Hopes

Parliament was not spared the
charade of change. The august
house was served with shocking
half-baked replies by parliamentary secretaries and Ministers of
the half-past-six government.
Some BN MPs showed very re-
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Khairy: Played the racial card

markably how virile they were in
verbal brawls, vulgar jokes and vituperative debates and venturing
into the cafeteria.
2006 was a year when higher education sank so low that a renowned
academician called the onceworld-class Universiti Malaya a
“ high school”. The country had
80,000 unemployed graduates –
more than 90% of whom were from
public universities. A report
showed that the standard of primary education in Bolehland was
way below that of not only developing nations, but even that of
some African countries.
It was also a year which saw the
brazen high-handedness of the
police in breaking up a peaceful
demonstration in front of KLCC
against price hikes in fuel and
electricity. The PM had in January 2006 given his blessings to the
setting up of the Independent Police Complaints and Misconduct
Commission (IPCMC). Till today
it is still kept under wraps in ‘elegant silence’.
High crime dominated the past

year. According to official statistics, there were an average of one
snatch theft every hour, three murders every two days, six rapes
every day, and the total number
of violent crimes committed rose
from 21,604 cases in 2000 to 22,133
cases in 2005. As the rakyat suffered in high anxiety, Pak Lah felt
very safe with his brand new
RM20 million security system.
The rate of drug addiction
reached a new high. 1% of our
population are drug addicts. A
drug addict is created every 29
minutes. The authorities detain
about 20,000 new addicts every
year, nearly two-thirds of whom
are teenagers or in their 20s. 6,120
new HIV cases were reported in
2005. There are an average of 19
new cases daily.
It was also a year when the whole
world saw how Bolehland which
is often touted as a melting pot of
all races and religions had become a boiling pot. For a country
that has Vision 2020 as its de-

IPCMC: Still kept under wraps in
‘elegant silence’

clared aim, the increasing racial
eyesores that developed throughout 2006, with the government often turning a blind eye, was
highly disconcerting.
The religious scenario was no different and it had very much to do
with certain people of a particular persuasion who believe they
are representatives from on high
and it is their duty to dominate,
dictate and decide on (and even
disrupt) what others can and cannot discuss, debate, dialogue and
do.
Pak Lah, who once declared that
he was the Prime Minister of all
citizens of every faith in this country, unfortunately allowed them to
impose their views, to intimidate
with a mob and to insult the intelligence of the people. Alas, as is
always the case, the greatest casualty in religion is God himself –
as he watches from above puny
minds trying to play God.
Alas, 2006 was a year when Pak

Lah and his half-past-six-government functioned at half throttle,
displaying half-measures against
corruption and half-hearted efforts in the public service delivery
system, and often indifferent to
how the other half lives.
It was also a year when we had
to endure sky-high prices (resulting in high cost of living),
high and scandalous wastage of
government funds, high destruction to the environment (which
resulted in a big flood in Shah
Alam in early 2006 and another
at the end of the year in Johor),
high death tolls of 6,000 a year
on our roads, etc.
The citizens of Bolehland were
paying the high price of believing
in the tell-me-the-truth government
led by Pak Lah. There is, however,
a high probability that they will
still vote in the BN government in
the next general elections in spite
of all the “high points” of 2006,
being as absent-minded as they
usually are! q

Parliament: Served with shocking half-baked replies
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Cepat meets
finally

CVLB

chief...

In hindsight...too little and 15 years late for Penang’s bus system
by Angeline Loh

he date 5 January 2007
seemed historic, at least
for members of the Citizens for Public Transport (Cepat). This band of Penangbased NGOs has been gnawing
at the debacle of Penang’s public
transport for nearly two years
since the coalition was formed in
2005. The coalition has had to
wrestle with a public transport
problem that has grown to unmanageable and uncontrollable
proportions over the past 10 to 15
years since the illegal “pajak” bus
leasing system sneaked in along
with the government’s privatisation scheme.

T

This was all due to the fact that
neither Federal/State authorities

nor the Commercial Vehicles Licensing Board (CVLB) took any responsibility to see to the proper
implementation of such a privatization exercise according to the
law. Mismanagement and illegal
“pajak” ran rampant and still prevail in the State’s public bus system.
For months, Cepat had haggled
with all these government agencies, attempting to bring home to
them the fact that people, particularly the lower-income community, the aged and the disabled,
were suffering because of the dismal public transport system in the
State. Not only that, Penang itself
suffers as traffic congestion and
pollution worsens and tourism

Aliran Monthly : Vol.26(11/12) Page 9

takes a plunge. Even taxi drivers
are grumbling that they cannot get
as many drives to hotels from the
airport – ferrying tourists or business people - as they used to. This
comes straight from the horse’s
mouth!
Cepat had repeatedly requested to
meet with the CVLB who are directly responsible for allowing the
current chaotic and oppressive
state of affairs to prevail. The
CVLB and both local and Federal
authorities were evasive and assumed a fault-finding attitude towards Cepat’s requests. Cepat
persisted in haggling with the
State government, represented by
Dr Teng Hock Nan, and were very
frequently led on a wild goose

chase or to a dead-end. Promises
have been made, but all these appear characteristically as merely
so much hot air billowing from
government mouthpieces.
In mid-2006, the CVLB saw a
change of leadership, with
Markiman Kobiran stepping into
the driver's seat. He is the MP for
Ulu Langgat, Selangor, and operates from Putrajaya. Cepat’s requests for a meeting continued
with this change-over. There
seemed a certain reluctance by
Markiman, at first, to meet representatives of this apparently troublesome civil society coalition
who demanded radical changes
in the state’s public transport system and in the government’s attitude and mentality towards public crises. It took months and many
excuses by this CVLB chief to finally consent to a meeting in
Penang, where the reality of the
problems are manifest. Cepat had
turned down his request to meet
in Putrjaya in December last year.

A

mile-stone?

On 5 January 2007, seven Cepat
representatives from various
Penang-based NGOs gathered in
the lobby of the Penang Municipal Council (MPPP) in Komtar for
a 9.30am meeting with the CVLB
at Teng’s office. They were well
prepared with a Power-point presentation on CD-Rpm illustrating
the steadily deteriorating state of
Penang’s public transport system.
The record of shortcomings in the
system was well documented. Dr
Choong Sim Poey of the Penang
Heritage Trust (PHT) and Joachim
Xavier of the Penang Office for
Human Development (POHD)
also brought a laptop and LCD
equipment, as back-up, in case

with reference to past meetings
with the local authority. B K Ong
(Bus Users Group), in defence of
Joachim Xavier, reminded Shah
Headan that Cepat had proof in
its recordings of those meetings
that this was not so.

Where is the public transport?

none was supplied.
In the conference room on the 53rd
Floor of Komtar, the Cepat seven
took their places on the right of
the conference table, where audiovisual equipment and a laptop
had been set up. A few minutes
later, Markiman and his CVLB
entourage of ten, filed in and occupied seats on the left of the conference table. After the ritual handshaking, there was a long pause,
as Teng, who was to chair the session was delayed. About eight
minutes later, Teng finally appeared.
This was a closed-door meeting,
at the request of Markiman and
Teng. It is perhaps to the government’s credit that Cepat was allowed to present their case, before
any comment was made by the
government side. Nevertheless,
there were ugly moments during
the discussion where false accusations of rude language and usage of “four-letter” words was
made by former councillor Shah
Headan against Joachim Xavier,
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At this point, there was a brief
stand-off, which threatened to
abort further discussion. This was
hastily resolved by Teng. The accusations of the ex-councillor
were baseless and obviously intended to disrupt civilised discussion. Hopefully, the YB will make
a mental note to exclude from his
future negotiating team members
of Shah Headan’s disposition.
The YB himself started off by labelling the statement of the problems as “grandfather and grandmother stories”. In response,
Joachim Xavier reminded him
that due to these problems that
continued to this day, “our grandfathers and grandmothers” were
stuck at home.
The manner adopted by some government ministers and civil servants, whether high- or low- ranking, in negotiations and discussions with civil society organisations seems to be less than civil. It
is a wonder that this should be
so, as the government frequently
preaches ‘sikap berbudi bahasa’
(courtesy) all over the media and
on large posters and advertisements displayed in every public
place.
NGOs also have the distinct impression that these discussions
are meant to be monologues
rather than dialogues, where government representatives take the
attitude of “we talk and you listen” and that there is only one per-

spective to an issue, the government’s perspective. Whether the
usage of such tactics is deliberate
or simply thoughtless reveals the
authorities’ reluctance and lack of
professionalism to sit down and
discuss in good faith and in a civilized manner the complex problems faced by the electorate.
Civil society groups have become
familiar with the common tactic
used to stop questions raised regarding opinions given by government representatives. These
government representatives demand to be heard first before they
entertain any questions or they
treat civil society representatives
like children and rudely reproach
them for being uncivilised. It is
amazing that this kind of accusatory rhetoric can come from the
government’s side, which frequently interrupts when any civil
society representative is talking or
cuts them short without paying
any attention to what is being
said. This discredits the assumption that the government is serious in wanting to look into and
resolve the problems faced by
Malaysians. How can such problems be resolved when officials
cannot demonstrate sufficient patience and interest, let alone courtesy, by giving their attention to
civil society representatives who
have first-hand knowledge of
these problems.
Such less than courteous behaviour from people of whom more is
expected by the electorate reveals
a lack of interest and concern for
pressing local needs. The need to
shroud such discussions on public problems in secrecy, behind
closed doors, along with the apparent fear of public criticism and
query, means that such meetings

amount to little more than an unavoidable evil for the government
and a mere public relations exercise to give the electorate the false
impression that the administration cares about their problems.
Despite this, Cepat has done well
to create a “talking space” between civil society and the government on this protracted issue
of Penang’s public transport
woes. The meeting closed after two
hours on an apparently amicable
note with the anticipation of future meetings, although Cepat
members politely declined Teng’s
invitation to an early lunch at
11.30 am.

In
hindsight...
too little and
15 years late?
It is the timing of this meeting that
raises the question, Why now?
Next year could be an election year
and from March 2004 to the close
of 2006, citizens and non-citizens
resident in the country have seen
too many ill-conceived policies
and government actions creating
more discrepancy and inequality
- politically, economically, socially and even along religious
lines. Penang’s public transport
is one of these important issues.
The rumbles of dissatisfaction
with the government’s apathetic
and half-hearted responses to
public complaints have begun to
seemingly cause discomfort to the
ruling coalition.
Yet, the disappointing result of
Cepat’s hard-won meeting with
the CVLB was again another unsubstantial promise by the CVLB
and the Penang State government.
The introduction of the “Bas
Negeri Pulau Pinang” plan is ac-
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ceptable for a start, with the anticipation of more improvement as
time goes by. Yet there is no real
assurance by the authorities of
putting this plan into action or of
ensuring enforcement of legal requirements in bus operators’ permits. The solution is clear and
waiting to be enforced, either bus
operators get their act together or
be put off the road, having their
licences withdrawn. Penangites
have waited 15 years for the authorities to act - and are still waiting, giving them chance after nauseating chance. And all the assurance the government can give is
another airy promise of implementation of new plans, without
a definite time frame, and no promise at all as to when it will seriously consider enforcing the law!
It appears that the private bus
operators and companies are ruling the country’s public transport
system using the illegal “pajak”
system to control the mobility of
citizens and their spending
power. Penang is a test case; the
government also admits that public transport services in other
parts of the country are in a dismal state and that it is privatecompany controlled. The government has no power to deal with
the situation nor has it any idea
of how to gain control over public
transport services through law
enforcement. Markiman wanted
Cepat to understand this. That
was one of the government’s last
requests at the closure of the meeting with Cepat.
The public should not wait with
bated breath for the government
to act as we will surely die of suffocation before our interests are
given a thought by the powersthat-be! q

RULE OF LAW

The Coalition Called Article 11
11::
Myths and Facts
1 . What is Article 11 in the Federal Constitution?
It guarantees the freedom of religion. Article 11
reads as follows:
“11. Freedom of religion.
•

Every person has the right to profess and practise his religion and, subject to Clause (4), to
propagate it.

•

No person shall be compelled to pay any tax the
proceeds of which are specially allocated in
whole or in part for the purposes of a religion
other than his own.

•

Every religious group has the right (a) to manage its own religious affairs;
(b) to establish and maintain institutions for religious or charitable purposes; and
(c) to acquire and own property and hold and
administer it in accordance with law.

•

State law and in respect of the Federal Territories of Kuala Lumpur, Labuan and Putrajaya,
federal law may control or restrict the propagation of any religious doctrine or belief among
persons professing the religion of Islam.

•

This Article does not authorise any act contrary
to any general law relating to public order, public health or morality.”

2. What is the Article 11 coalition?
Article 11 is the name of a coalition of civil society groups from diverse backgrounds and interests.
3 . Why was the coalition formed?

It was formed in response to cases which highlighted the problems, faced by some Malaysians,
which involve the interpretation of some provisions of the Federal Constitution. Two examples are:
Shamala was a Hindu mother whose husband
converted to Islam. He converted their two infant children to Islam without her knowledge or
consent. The civil High Court refused to respect
Shamala’s rights as a parent of the child, and
ordered her to raise her children as Muslims and
not expose them to her own Hindu faith. It said
that since the children are now Muslims, the
Syariah Court is the only qualified forum to determine their religious status, even though the
judge acknowledged that the Syariah Court has
no jurisdiction to hear Shamala’s case since she
is not a Muslim. As a result, Shamala did not
have any avenue to seek justice.
The Islamic religious authorities had obtained a
Syariah Court order declaring Moorthy, the
Malaysian hero who climbed Mount Everest, a
Muslim at the time of death, in his widow
Kaliammal’s absence. Kaliammal tried to have
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her deceased husband declared a Hindu at the
time of his death, but the civil courts refused to
hear her case. She was therefore left with no
remedy and no court that would hear her complaint.
4. What is the mission of the coalition?
Article 11’s mission is to ensure a Malaysia that:
• upholds the supremacy of the Federal Constitution;
• protects every person equally, regardless of
religion, race, descent, place of birth or gender;
and
• is based on the rule of law.
5 . What does Article 11 hope to achieve?
We aim to promote awareness towards, advocate for and contribute to achieving a Malaysia
where all Malaysians in our daily lives:
• affirm the Federal Constitution as the supreme
law of the land;
• strive to build national unity;
• recognise that the Federal Constitution is the
result of an agreement among the various communities;
• ensure that Malaysia does not become a theocratic state;
• respect the Constitutional guarantees of equal
protection for every person in a multi-racial,
multi-religious Malaysia;
• protect the fundamental liberties of all;
• respect the freedom of thought, conscience,
belief and religion of every person; and
• recognise the need for a judiciary that is an
impartial, independent and equal arm of the gov-

ernment.
6. What activities has the coalition engaged in?
Open letter
In June 2006, Article 11 handed over to the Prime
Minister an open letter entitled “Reaffirming the
supremacy of the Federal Constitution”, along
with approximately 20,000 signatures. The letter calls upon the government/judiciary:
• to uphold the supremacy of the Federal Constitution;
• to ensure governance in accordance with the
Federal Constitution and premised on the universal values of all Malaysian peoples;
• to reaffirm that Malaysia shall not become a
theocratic state; and
• to recognise the proper position of the judiciary within the Constitutional framework, as an
independent and equal arm of Government.
See
http://www.petitiononline.com/
constsup/petition.html for the open letter.
The coalition has repeatedly asked to meet with
the Prime Minister to discuss the open letter and
other issues of concern, but no reply has yet been
received.
Public forums
Since 2004, Article 11 has been involved in organising five public forums, which have focused
primarily on the rights that the Federal Constitution, as the supreme law of Malaysia, guarantees to all persons living in Malaysia. The fo-
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rums also highlighted the plight of various individuals who are unable to obtain justice from
the courts.
Unfortunately, two of those forums were disrupted by protests organised by a group calling
itself Badan Anti IFC (Badai), which accused Article 11 of attempting to revive the Interfaith Commission (IFC) and of insulting Syariah law and
Islam. Although a Minister called the actions of
the
mob
“stupid”
(see
http://
www.malaysiakini.com/news/51104) and in
spite of the increasing public support for the forums, the Government nevertheless bowed to
mob rule and banned further discussions on
interfaith issues.
Court and media advocacy
Coalition members have represented clients who
require assistance to pursue legal remedies. We
have also appointed lawyers to hold a watching brief in court cases relating to lack of access
to justice and freedom of religion.
As part of the coalition’s media advocacy work,
members have granted interviews and released
press statements and letters to press editors.
Since the Government’s gag order, Article 11 forums have been banned and its statements are
no longer carried by the press. On the other hand,
the groups opposing Article 11 have access to
mosques, suraus and government religious machinery to perpetuate disinformation about the
coalition.
Public education
Article 11 has conducted briefings for groups and
individuals who want to know more about their
rights under the Constitution and about the coalition.
7. Was it a mistake for Article 11 to discuss highly
charged and “sensitive” issues in a public forum setting?
No. The public forums were closed-door sessions held in a controlled indoor setting and all
attendees were required to register. The forums
featured activists, academics, lawyers and poli-

ticians as speakers who discussed the Federal
Constitution. The forums themselves proceeded
smoothly and nothing happened during the
meetings that caused problems. The only disruptions originated outside the forums, caused
by a mob unwilling to engage in rational dialogue, and were unprovoked by the Article 11
coalition.
The issues may be “sensitive” but we believe
they have not been handled in a crude or offensive manner. At least half of the panel in each
forum comprised Muslim speakers.
8. What does Article 11 plan to do, in light of the
protests against the forums?
We cannot be united if we do not talk to each
other about what is troubling us. Suppression
of debate will not resolve problematic issues nor
cause them to fade away. It is important that we
discuss and explore different viewpoints to facilitate solutions to the issues that jeopardise our
national unity.
Article 11 hopes to engage in rational dialogue
with all concerned to clarify the misconceptions
about the coalition, and to continue with its public education activities. Article 11 also hopes to
meet with the Prime Minister and other decisionmakers to discuss issues of concern.
9. Does Article 11 aim to revive the effort to establish the IFC?
This is not one of Article 11’s objectives, but some
of the individuals and groups that participated
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in the IFC initiative are also involved in Article
11.
The IFC was intended to be a statutory body of a
conciliatory nature to promote the national unity
of the people of multiple faiths in Malaysia. Despite the lies to the contrary, the proposed IFC
was never intended to have adjudicatory functions. We, as a nation, should welcome this initiative as a non-confrontational and nonadversarial means of resolving disputes. Sadly,
the Government has rejected the IFC proposal
outright.
Article 11 is a separate initiative. There is no
discussion about the IFC in Article 11’s public
forums or other activities.
1 0 . Does Article 11 oppose the position of Islam in
Malaysia?
No. Article 11 respects Article 3(1) of the Federal
Constitution which states that “Islam is the religion of the Federation; but other religions may
be practised in peace and harmony in any part
of the Federation.” We also uphold Article 4(1),
which provides that the Federal Constitution is
the supreme law of Malaysia.

stitution and are bound to follow the law.
1 3 . Does Article 11 aim to reduce the status of
Syariah Court?
No. What we advocate has been the position in
Malaysia since independence and will not reduce the Syariah Court’s scope within the Federal Constitution’s existing restrictions.
Article 11 recommends that, in any case where
one party to a dispute does not profess Islam, or
where the State Legislative Assembly has not
expressly legislated on the subject matter of the
dispute, the civil courts must be the ultimate decision-maker. If all parties to a dispute profess
Islam, and the subject matter of the dispute is
one of purely Islamic personal law which has
been legislated upon, then the civil courts can
rightly decline to interfere with a dispute in the
Syariah Court. The current situation is problematic because individuals who do not profess
Islam are being told to go to the Syariah Court
for redress.
1 4 . What is Article 11
’s stand on apostasy?
11’s
The coalition believes that the clear provision in

1 1 . Do Article 11 and its activities interfere with, or
insult, Islam?
None of the forum speakers or Article 11 coalition members questions the application of
Syariah law to Muslims in the area of personal
and family law.
The coalition, however, is concerned about the
areas of conflict between Syariah law and civil
law and the negative impact on the rights of all
individuals. As we do not oppose Islam, this
should not be seen as insulting or undermining
Islam but as advocating for the protection of each
individual’s fundamental liberties.
1 2 . Does Article 11 aim to reduce the power of the
Sultans and religious authorities?
Article 11 has the utmost respect for the Sultans
as constitutional monarchs and for the religious
authorities who are subject to the Federal Con-
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Article 11(1) of the Constitution that “Every person has the right to freely profess and practise
… his religion” must be fully respected.
We do not encourage Muslims to renounce Islam, and we acknowledge that Article 11(4) restricts the propagation of any religious doctrine
or belief among Muslims. However, our country has to address the reality of sincere religious
conversions that are done of a person’s own free
will. Our concern is for individuals who suffer
harm or injustice as a result of their conversion.
Laws can be put in place to ensure that persons
who convert out of their religion do not evade
any lawful obligations to their families and communities just by changing their religion. However, such laws must not prevent, punish or deter the conversion itself but must merely ensure
that conversion does not provide an escape route
from obligations already incurred.
1 5 . Is Article 11 seeking a repeal of Article 121(1A)
of the Constitution?
No. Article 121(1A) states: “The [civil High
Courts] shall have no jurisdiction in respect of
any matter within the jurisdiction of the Syariah
courts.”

ary to interpret and enforce the law. Some judges
have interpreted it to preclude the civil High
Courts from hearing any matters that they perceive as relating to Islam. Some judges also have
the notion, though legally unfounded, that the
Syariah Courts are of parallel jurisdiction with
the civil High Courts.
1 6 . What can I do to help?
• Endorse Article 11’s open letter (http://
www.petitiononline.com/constsup/
petition.html) and send a copy to your Member
of Parliament (http://www.parlimen.gov.my/
eng-DewRakyat_AhliDewan_2.php)
• Read the Federal Constitution and familiarise yourself with your constitutional rights
• Discuss these issues with your friends and
family members
• Write to the press to express your viewpoint
on these issues
• Organise discussions to which Article 11
members are invited to speak
• Go to Article 11’s website (www.article11.org)
to learn more, and contact us at
feedback@article11.org for more information q
The above Q & A was prepared by the coalition of
NGO known as “Article 11”.

This just means that if a matter is within the
Syariah Courts’ jurisdiction, the civil High
Courts will not exercise jurisdiction in those
matters. It does not add anything to the Syariah
Courts’ jurisdiction, nor take anything away
from the civil High Courts’ jurisdiction, as they
stood before Article 121(1A) was added.
The jurisdictional conflict that has arisen is not
due to the written law but to a distorted reading
of Article 121(1A) and the failure of the judici-
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APPEAL

Thank you, but...
e are grateful to those who responded to
our appeal for donations last month. We
are encouraged by the support and sentiments that accompanied the donations we
have received:

come a subscriber. If you are already a subscriber,
how about presenting a gift subscription to a friend
or loved one on birthdays, anniversaries, wedding...
It would be a gift with a difference, one that would
last the whole year through.

• Enclosed is a donation for RM300. It is a small
token of appreciation of your great effort in upholding a just and more democratic Malaysia.
Please keep up the good work. I enjoy reading
Aliran Monthly and have been fervently waiting
for every issue every month. To all Aliran committee and members, editors and writers of Aliran
Monthly, I salute you.- SKMH PJ

HELP!

W

• Well done – Keep up the good work. I am a subscriber to your Aliran Monthly. A small contribution – Hope it will help a little. (Enclosed
RM100) – LKS PJ
• A donation of RM50.50 from NHS Kelantan
• Enclosed RM1,000. Kindly send us a year’s supply of 15 copies of Aliran magazines, on a
monthly basis, starting from the January 2007
issue. The balance amount (RM550) should be
treated as a donation to your esteemed organisation. Happy New Year 2007 to all at Aliran. –
NCS Kuala Lumpur
• I wish to donate RM100 to the Aliran magazine
and wish you all success in your endeavours. –
KLC Batu Pahat
• RM500 enclosed by NS, Ampang Jaya
• A well-wisher (BFR) from PJ has been making a
monthly donation of RM100 since last year.

Cheque

or

draft

Donations for any amount may be made by cheque
or bank draft made payable to ‘Aliran’
‘Aliran’. They can be
mailed to us at 103, Medan Penaga, 11600 Jelutong,
Penang, Malaysia.

Bank

transfer

You may make payment for any amount directly by
bank transfer to our bank account with Malayan
Banking Berhad, Green Lane branch, Penang, Malaysia. Aliran’s bank account number is 507 246
118 995. If you are outside Malaysia, please include
the “SWIFT” code for our bank: MBBEMYKLA

Credit
We are sure there are other well-meaning
Malaysians who would like to lend their support to
a worthy cause. Maybe you have been too busy or
stressed out from work and you have not had the
chance to get around to it. Well, we really need your
support for our work. Make that extra effort...

bank

card

You may also make an online donation using your
credit card at
http://www.manage4me.com/donation/aliran
Thank you very much.

Apart from making a donation, you could also be-
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Aliran Executive Committee

HEART TO HEART

"What comes from the lips reaches the ear,
what comes from the heart reaches the heart" - Arab proverb

An open letter to God

Dear God,
This is the first - and, hopefully, the last - time in my life
that I am writing an ‘open letter’. Since it is addressed to
you, I think you will appreciate that I don’t take these
things lightly.
Why write to you, you may
well ask?
Well, it’s like this. Earlier this
year, two of your subjects –
friends of mine – wrote open
letters to a couple of pretty
high-ranking individuals in
this land they call Malaysia.
Looking back, you’d probably
agree that in the overall
scheme of things, these ‘high
ranking’ individuals – the
prime minister and the higher
education minister, no less –
can’t really be too high or
mighty, given the small country that Malaysia is, without
too long a glorious history.
But, to further digress for a

moment, we are working on
this small, backwater image,
striving to be cemerlang,
gemilang and terbilang (excellent, outstanding, revered).
But you’ll understand that this
is going to take some time, despite the fact that we love to
take ridiculous and embarrassing short-cuts in the spirit of
Malaysia Boleh.
Anyway, to get back to the
matter at hand, the open letters that my friends, Jacque
and Azmi, wrote were extremely pertinent, voicing their
concerns about the state of
higher education and the state
of this country generally. Unfortunately, as far as I know,
the hoped-for responses have
not been forthcoming.
Hence, I felt that it’s best to go
straight to the top, as it were,
and pray that some action will
be taken. Of course, since it
has become a cliché that you
work in mysterious ways, I
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won’t be expecting you to respond in the way that my
friends were hoping that mere
human beings – no matter how
‘high’ up – would respond to
their appeals.
Okay, permit me to get down
to brass tacks.
For a fairly long while now,
this blessed country I currently
reside in has been a fairly harmonious one. Its multi-ethnic,
multi-cultural and multi-religious mix of peoples have been
getting along pretty well by international standards.
Indeed, at one time, not that
long ago, I remember us all
genuinely respecting each
other as fellow Malaysians. As
one writer put it, our different
ethnic, cultural and religious
backgrounds
served
as
bridges, linking us all together,
enabling us all to call each other
Malaysians, urging us to try to
understand and share the

uniqueness of our different
heritages.
Now, sad to say, these differences appear to have become
high walls, preventing us from
reaching out to each other,
from understanding one another.
For some, all this began with
communal segregation under
the British colonial policy of divide and rule and started to become really bad in the early
1970s when communalism was
institutionalised.
Now, dear God, it seems to
have reached nightmarish proportions.
We are being told that it is not
right to congratulate each other
on our different religious festivals.
With the advent of new technology, especially mobile
phones and the Internet, we
are now getting some sick-inthe-head miscreants spreading
vicious hate mail, urging gullible people to disrupt other
peaceful groups’ silent moments of prayer and reflection.
Whoever it was who said ‘information empowers’ certainly
hadn’t bargained on this.
I’m also more than a little con-

cerned about religious bodies
invading peoples’ privacy, especially this moronic group
that burst into an elderly
American couple’s holiday
condo and mistreated them for
no apparent reason.
All in the supposed name of religion.
Could you possibly impress
upon these people in some divine way that the hallmark of
a truly religious person is being courteous and respectful of
others, and not merely having
the ability to break down
doors, to terrorise people, and
to spout verses in another language?
In both these cases – and an increasing number of other similar cases – of religious intimidation, could you possibly
open the hearts of these people, so that they will, at the
very least, apologise to the innocent individuals affected –
the children attending their
First Communion, the religious
authorities there, and the
American couple?
While you are at it, could I beseech you to enlighten these
groups that ‘morality’ goes beyond claiming theirs is the best
religion, beyond intimidating
other groups who so happen to
believe in something else?
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Why is it so difficult – if, indeed, they are religious and
fearful of you – for them to
apologise for what were clearly
ill-judged actions?
On a wider scale, do you think
it would be possible for them
to look beyond their noses and
see ‘morality’ in its wider
sense? Like in the sense of
questioning and criticising the
abuse of power by the people’s
representatives?
Indeed, I am often puzzled
that these same people who
love intimidating others in the
name of religion refuse to turn
their attention to the corruption and abuse of power that
is there for all to see.
For these zealots, why, indeed,
is it so morally wrong for a
couple to hold hands and perfectly acceptable for the people’s representatives to flaunt
the law and construct palaces
illegally?
I guess all I’m asking is that
you open their eyes so they can
see, open their ears so they can
hear, open their hearts so they
can feel and, perhaps most importantly, open their pea-sized
brains so they can think.
Your humble servant,
Zaharom Nain

HUMAN RIGHTS

Is there a superior
race in this planet?
Johor Chief Minister should realise that
we are all equal children of the One God
by K George
ohor Menteri Besar
Abdul Ghani Othman
declared, like a bolt from
the blue, that the Malays
are a superior race. To prove his
contention, Ghani quoted the supreme law of the Federation - Malaysia’s Constitution, which states
“the races as Malays and others”
in the country. Alas, it took 49 years
for a Menteri Besar to discover that
the Malays are a superior race. But
sadly, he missed the teaching of his
own religion – Islam.

J

May I submit that I am not a Muslim; I was born to a Christian family. Nonetheless, out of curiosity,
I have gone through some of the
teachings of Islam. One of which
is glaringly specific: “No race is
superior to another”. Have you
come across this most wonderful
teaching of your religion, Mr.
Menteri Besar? You, as a Muslim,
and I, as a Christian, should have
learnt that Almighty God, having
formed the Universe, created humans, to whom he bestowed the
greatest gift – common sense.
Humans would spread to all over
the world, where there would be
different races, cultures, languages and customs.
I wish to reiterate that a person

can only belong to the Malay race
if he was born in Malaya, speaks
the Malay language, follows
Malay culture, and over and
above it all must be fully committed to the Faith of Islam. Prophet
Muhammad made it clear that one
can only claim to be a follower of
Islam, if one complies with all its
teachings - which in effect means
that any deviation would automatically deny one the right to be
a Muslim. In simple English, neither the Malay nor any other race
is superior to another.

Special
Malays

Years of struggle and sacrifice for
equality

position of
(Bumiputeras)

The word ‘special position’ was
inserted in the Federal Constitution with the concurrence of the
MCA and the MIC at the request
of the first Prime Minister of Malaysia, Tunku Abdul Rahman.
The economic and social situation of the Malays before Merdeka
in 1957 left much to be desired.
Most of the Malays lived in villages, lacked education, depended
on agriculture and were deprived
of reasonable income. Hence, they
really deserved special attention
by the government. Originally, it
was anticipated that within 15
years or so, the condition of the
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Tunku: First PM of Malaysia

Abdul Ghani: Must live up to the
true teahings of Islam

of the downtrodden folk. We, ordinary people, watch with frustration when our elected government creates millionaires, bails
out cronies, privatises revenueearning projects such as highways, telecoms and postal services, and ventures into white-elephant projects.

Zakaria: Instant millionaire?

Malays would improve sufficiently. While certain Malays
started talking about special privileges and special rights, the Constitution clearly stated that nonMalays will not be denied their
rights.
Malaysia is a wealthy nation. But
unfortunately, the poor, with the
exception of a few, remain poor
because the Barisan Nasional
government’s economic policy,
including the New Economic
Policy, was a failure. Ex-Klang
Town Councillor Datuk Zakaria
Mat Deros was once a railwaygate keeper; now he is the owner
of a four-storey palace located on
land comprising eight lots that
were originally meant to be allocated to the poor. The land, estimated to be worth RM1.3 million,
was sold to the Datuk for a mere
RM180, 000. Are we to believe it
was a straightforward deal?
When the local media carry stories of millionaire Datuks divorcing existing wives and marrying
new ones and spending millions,
we can well imagine the reactions

The economic policy of a capable
and committed government must
be aimed at emancipating the poor
and providing the people with
satisfactory health care, education, employment, water, electricity, and other infrastructure.

Fate of other
purveyors of a
superior
race
The Second World War was
launched by German dictator
Adolf Hitler in September 1938.
The primary purpose of the war
was to establish the superiority of
the Aryan race. He started killing
Jews and then went on attacking
England and a number of European nations. In the process, Hitler managed to kill a million people. He met his Waterloo when
he attacked Russia despite having a peace treaty with Stalin.
False pride prevented him from
surrendering; instead Hitler committed suicide. That ended the
chase for the superiority of the
Aryan race!
During the war, Japan exploited
the opportunity and took control
of a number of Asian nations that
were colonised by England and
other European nations. Japan,
an Asian nation, hardly faced
any resistance from the illegal colonial occupiers. That convinced
the Asians that the mighty whites

Aliran Monthly : Vol.26(11/12) Page 22

were no super men nor did they
belong to any superior race. In
due course, almost all the Asian
became independent.
The concept of ‘apartheid’, introduced in South Africa by the British, was crushed by the black people of South Africa, led by Nelson
Mandela. It took several years of
struggle and sacrifice by the African people before the mighty
white occupiers arrived at the inevitable realisation that they (the
whites) were no superior beings.
Buddha, born a prince, left the
palace; Sri Krishna, born in a cowshed, lived with the poor; Jesus
washed the feet of his disciples;
Prophet Muhammad preached
Islam and reiterated that there
was one and only God; Gandhi,
son of a chief minister, led a simple and humble life and fought for
the independence of India with
the weapon of ‘Ahimsa’ (non-violence). They preached to all the
people to love each other and to
help each other. There were many
others who were great and
preached faith in God.
In conclusion, I wish to emphasise that there is only One God
and we are all born equal. While
Islamic teaching is specific that
there is no race superior to another,
no other traditional religions imposes superiority on any of their
followers.
As far as Abdul Ghani Othman is
concerned, he is the Chief Minister of a few million people in a
state; hence it is neither desirable
nor becoming of him to treat his
people with discrimination. In
any case, he is a Muslim and is
duty bound to submit to all the
teachings of his religion. q

MEDIA

Blogging

for

change

Bloggers, webmasters and civil society activists came together
to discuss the challenges and problems they face
by Mustafa K Anuar
dvancements in information and communications technology (ICT) particularly the convergence of media, information technology and telecommunications offer hope for many people. This
is especially true for those who
perceive themselves as being
marginalised by the powers-thatbe and spurned by the mainstream
media. This development in technology is generally seen as having an important potential in promoting freedom of expression,
media freedom and the further democratisation of society.

the then deputy premier Anwar
Ibrahim. Social and political activists then set up hundreds of
websites to provide alternative
information and views especially
for those who were suspicious of
the credibility of the mainstream
media. Although many of these
websites have become defunct
over the years, a few of them persist and many more new sites and
blogs have mushroomed to provide alternative information and
opinions about current issues and
problems in Malaysian society.

To be sure, sceptics have cautioned that the liberating potential of ICT is often riddled with
problems and challenges posed
by political and economic forces
in society that jealously guard and
promote their own vested interests.
All the same, many ICT users, especially those who use the
Internet, feel that despite certain
setbacks to freedom of expression
on the web, the technological advancement we have experienced
does open the door much wider.

In recognition of the important
role played by some of these
websites and blogs in Malaysia,
Charter 2000-Aliran, with the
support of the Southeast Asian
Press Alliance (Seapa), held a ‘National Roundtable on Internet
Media in Malaysia: Problems and
Prospects’ in Penang on 9 December 2006.

A

In Malaysia, the Internet initially
surged in popularity at the end of
1998 with the emergence of the
Reformasi movement, sparked by
the unceremonious dismissal of

A

unique

event

The aim of the roundtable was to
gather a selected group of actors
involved in alternative communication and to discuss issues and
challenges that confront them
such as the technical problems of
managing blogs and websites and
the government’s proposal to set
up a media council. Participants
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were also expected to assess the
extent to which the Internet promotes freedom of expression and
empowerment for groups and individuals who had been
marginalised by the authorities
and the mainstream media. It was
also hoped that the event would
forge a network for future cooperation not only among Internet
media practitioners but also with
civil society groups, which have
limited access to the mainstream
media.
The 24 participants at the
roundtable comprised bloggers,
website editors and activists from
civil society groups that have

websites of their own. The meeting provided an opportunity for a
few established bloggers to meet
up with several new entrants to
the blogging world and allowed
the former to share their experiences with the latter. Participants
were also able to share their uncertainties and their trials and
tribulations of running blogs and
websites. Participants at the
roundtable were involved in a
range of issues such as education,
disabled people, women, human
rights, media freedom, trade union activism, science, politics, economics, and culture to religion.

Democratic

space?

One of the concerns that was
raised in the meeting was whether
blogging was indeed a virtual and
democratic space where concerned citizens could express
their opinions on important public issues. Or was it merely a platform for a person to express very
personal opinions that mattered
less to others in society? In response, one of the participant narrated a story of a young couple
whose blogs started off as an innocuously romantic exchange but
later blossomed into something
‘political’ when both of them encountered problems with the authorities over a certain matter.
Their political awareness was further enhanced with responses
from others to their regular jottings
on the Net.
Blogs are useful even if they are
purely personal, but there is always a possibility that they could
become more ‘political’. Even the
most ordinary things, a participant observed, like an advertisement for the sale of a car video involved making a public an-

nouncement on the Internet. The
participant went on to say that
most people are unaware of infringements of the right to free expression until they personal experience the violation of their
own right to free speech. Direct
denial of this human right creates
awareness of its existence. There
is indeed a need to connect personal experience with the human
rights discourse.
It was generally felt that the
Internet does provide space for
information and views that are
deliberately pushed aside by the
mainstream media particularly in
Malaysia. The Internet media
could also provide a space for the
promotion of human dignity over
the values of corporate profitmaximisation prevalent in the
mainstream media. It was felt that
Internet media have a social responsibility to identify the real
causes of and solutions to socioeconomic and political problems.
An activist from an NGO that
advocates a ban on the pesticide
paraquat stated that the Internet
is a useful means for human rights
advocacy. The civil society campaign to achieve reinstatement of
the ban on paraquat, we were told,
was a human rights issue that
turned political. The government,
she insisted, had been influenced
by interests of the agrichemical
multinational
corporations,
which led to the lifting of the ban.

Enhancing
credibility
Many participants were also concerned about the credibility of the
Internet media run by some
Malaysians. They felt that there
ought to be certain ground rules
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to ensure that the freedom that
Netizens are now enjoying will
not be abused to the extent that
the credibility and image of the
virtual community as a whole is
smeared. At the very least, such
dos and don’ts could put them
apart from other websites and
blogs that are intentionally racy,
malicious, pornographic, unaccountable, and undemocratic.
Apart from showing the way to
‘popularise’ one’s blog through
links to more established and
popular blogs, one participant
who is an established blogger
gave pointers on how to create
and maintain credibility. Blogs
have to be regularly updated to ensure visibility, freshness of content and capture the interest of
visitors. The experienced blogger
also cautioned other bloggers to
exercise care and concern when
managing comments by visitors.
A blogger should also carry out
research especially if and when
she decides to comment on a politically contentious issue.
Given the stifling and restrictive
political and legal structures in
the country, which constrain freedom of the media and of expression, participants stressed the importance of maintaining a substantial degree of credibility in
their blogs and websites. This
would not only enhance their
public standing but also keep
away any possible unnecessary
interference by the authorities.
Mindful of the situation, participants also felt that cooperation
among themselves would be vital
and useful in their collective pursuit of social justice, freedom of
information and communication,
and further democratisation of
Malaysian society. q

ACCOUNTABILITY
Independent Police Complaints and Misconduct Commission:

An
Part

Indispensable
of Police Reform

Background
The Royal Commission to Enhance the Operation and Management
of
the
Royal
Malaysian Police (Police Commission) was set up by the
Yang di-Pertuan Agong on 4
February 2004. The establishment of the Police Commission
was seen as Prime Minister
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi’s
positive response to public concerns over reports of human
rights violations, abuse of
power, corruption and ineffective or unresponsive work
practices that have affected the
image of PDRM. In announcing the formation of the Police
Commission, the Prime Minister said:
“ … the Royal Malaysia Police, as
a team that engages with the public, has to be knowledgeable about
human rights in the discharge of

duties and in dealing
with the public. Issues
such as police violence,
unsatisfactory service,
corruption and other
negative issues must be
eradicated.”
After a thorough and
intensive study lasting over 15 months,
the Police Commission made 125 recommendations dealing
with issues ranging
from the conduct of
police to their welfare and terms of
service as well as on
human rights, crime
and corruption.
One of these recommendations
is the formation of an Independent Police Complaints and
Misconduct
Commission
(IPCMC).

This write-up aims to explain
the concept of the IPCMC, and
why the setting up of the
IPCMC is an essential part of
the much-needed police reforms this country needs.

“People realise that the police are an institution with very strong
powers, which can deprive us of our freedom, and use force against
the people. But such strong powers should be controlled strongly
as well”
- Cees Hindriks, Amnesty International (AI)
Police Network representative and former Senior Police Officer of 30 years’ experience
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1 . At present, what happens
when there is an allegation of
police misconduct?
• At present, when a police officer abuses his authority, the
only recourse that a person has
is to make a police report or to
lodge a complaint with the Police Disciplinary Board
(Bahagian Tatatertib). In both
scenarios, the police are relied
upon to investigate themselves!
• In many instances, no one gets
back to the complainant, there
is little follow up, and the public is made to believe that no
action is taken.
• The present situation is highly
unsatisfactory.
2. What is IPCMC?
• The IPCMC is an independent, external oversight body
body,
whose principal function is to
receive and investigate complaints about the PDRM and
its personnel.
• The IPCMC will drastically
change the present situation.
It will make PDRM much more
accountable and will help restore and sustain public confi-

dence in PDRM.
3 . Who will sit on the IPCMC?
• The IPCMC will be made up of
seven Commissioners appointed by the Yang di-Pertuan
Agong, on the advice of the
Prime Minister, for a three-year
term.
• The IPCMC is expected to (generally) conduct public hearings. It will be accountable to
Parliament.
4. What kind of issues can the
IPCMC address?
• The IPCMC will be empowered to investigate police corruption, the commission of
criminal offences by the police,
and other misconduct.
• The IPCMC can investigate the

actions of a police officer even
if he or she is not on duty or
outside the country.
5 . When will the IPCMC begin
an investigation, and will the
investigation be affected by
proceedings in court?
• The IPCMC can commence an
investigation based on a complaint or on its own initiative
• Unlike Suhakam, the IPCMC
can commence or continue an
investigation even if there is a
proceeding going on in court
6. What kind of action can the
IPCMC take?
• The IPCMC can recommend
that a police officer found
guilty of misconduct be reprimanded, deprived of one or

“... the worst thing of all is to have an
irresponsible police force, and the next
worst is to have one that is responsible
only to the executive ...”
- Lord Devlin
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more good conduct badges,
demoted, fined, denied an increment, transferred or dismissed.
• The IPCMC may also refer its
findings to its Chief Legal
Counsel to take legal proceedings in court against the errant
police officer.
7. Will the IPCMC have power
to ensure police cooperation
in its investigations?
• The IPCMC will have broad
powers to obtain documents,
issue search warrants, and
summon witnesses.
• Any person who fails to attend
when summoned or gives evidence which is false or
willfully destroys evidence or
threatens a witness or prevents a witness from attending
an inquiry commits an offence
and can, upon conviction, be
fined up to RM10,000 and/or
imprisoned for up to two years.
8. Will the IPCMC weaken the
police force?
• No. On the contrary, it will
strengthen the force. Having an
independent and external
mechanism that allows greater
scrutiny of police conduct can
only result in members of the
PDRM developing better

standards of conduct and a
greater regard for the rights of
persons under their control
• The IPCMC will not weaken
the PDRM but would make the
police force more responsible,
professional, and accountable
to the public for their actions
and will ensure that police
personnel abide by the law
9. We already have the PDRM’s
Disciplinary Board, the ACA,
the Public Complaints Bureau
and Suhakam. Do we need
another body to monitor the
police?

“ It (IPCMC) will mark a quantum step
forward in enhancing accountability and
help restore and sustain the confidence
of the people and the private sector in
PDRM”
- Police Commission’s Report
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• The Disciplinary Board of the
PDRM does investigate and
discipline members of the force.
But it remains an internal
mechanism, whose functioning is not transparent or open
to public scrutiny. This internal mechanism has failed to
meet public expectations over
the years. Self-policing has
proved ineffective all over the
world, and Malaysia is no exception.
• The role of the ACA is restricted to instances involving
corruption while the Public
Complaints Bureau only deals
with bureaucratic matters.
There is a large area of misconduct that falls outside the ambit of these bodies.
• Suhakam is not given any enforcement capability. It can
only make recommendations.
Moreover, most of its recommendations have not been
adopted.
• None of these mechanisms
comes anywhere near to hav-

idea worth considering (and
which requires time for consideration) does not and must not
become an excuse to abandon
or delay another excellent proposal that has already been
carefully studied and crafted.
Details of the IPCMC have already been thought-out and
proposed in a draft Bill prepared by the Police Commission and submitted many
months ago. The draft Bill only
needs a little fine-tuning,
which can be quickly done
and implemented
1 2 ..What
What can I do as a citizen?

ing the power and jurisdiction
of the IPCMC. Reforms cannot
be achieved by insisting on the
old ways that have obviously
failed to prevent the problems
that we are currently facing.

past. Having the IPCMC will
result in a more transparent
and much better police force,
which will in turn receive
much greater appreciation
from the public than at present.

1 0 ..Will
Will the formation of the
IPCMC mean that we have no
appreciation for the valuable
services performed by the Police?

1 1 ..What
What about having an Ombudsman to deal with not just
the police but all other government agencies as well?

• Far from it. We appreciate the
important role played by the
police in society. If such appreciation has waned over the
years, it is precisely because of
incidents of police misconduct
that went unchecked in the

• The idea of eventually having
an ombudsman (or several different ombudsmen) to address
and investigate complaints
against all enforcement agencies and other government departments is most welcome.
However, bringing forth an
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• Show your support for the
IPCMC, by signing the petition
prepared by the Bar Council.
You may obtain copies of the
petition from the Secretariat
(see details below, and contact
Rajen or Mohd. Rezib). You
can help collect signatures in
support of the IPCMC from
your family members, friends
and organisations
• Obtain copies of this pamphlet
from the Secretariat, and help
disseminate
information
about the IPCMC
• Speak or write to your members
of parliament to ask them to
support the IPCMC. Take part
in forums and discussions on
the IPCMC
• As a citizen, your voice counts.
Make your voice heard so that
a mechanism that is essential
to police reform will be put in
place q
The above is from a pamphlet prepared by the
IPCMC Coalition and
Printed and published by the
Bar Council Malaysia.

Letters must not exceed 250 words and must include the
writer's name and address. Pseudonyms may be used. Send
letters or emails to Editor (see page 3 for address details).
Views expressed need not reflect those of Aliran. If e-mailing,
include message in the e-mail body itself.

Amanah
Raya
Berhad’s Snail
Pace
Service
Some of the government departments, as we can see, are still turning a deaf ear to our Prime Minister’s call to cut red tape and improve the public delivery system.
It appears that his advice has gone
unheeded and it will soon be forgotten over time as they prefer to
fall back on their old ways.
A case in point is the Amanah
Raya Berhad’s (formerly known
as Public Trustee) attitude when
dealing with the estate of the deceased on behalf of the beneficiaries.
My aunt died on 8 August 2000
and her estate is being handled
by Amanah Raya Berhad (ARB)
from the Wilayah Persekutuan
branch in Kuala Lumpur (file:
ARB (WP) 2000 646) since 13 September 2000. Now more than six
years have gone by with no end
in sight despite pleas by beneficiaries to expedite the case.
Well, it is a crying shame that ARB
is still going at a snail’s pace.
During this period no less than 6
managers who handled the same
file have come and gone without
any significant result.
ARB was supposed to submit the
statement of account for year
2004. But — believe it or not —

this agency has yet to deliver this
report to the beneficiaries!
Judging by the speed ARB is moving, it comes as no surprise at all,
that one beneficiary has passed
away while the rest with their ages
ranging from 70 to 94 years may
be on the waiting list.
The question is how much time
does ARB need to get the job done?
In fact we are at our wits end.
It is high time for the Executive
Director from ARB Headquarters
in Kuala Lumpur to look into this
shoddy state of affairs. It urgently
needs an overhaul before the public lose their trust in the Public
Trustee. The ARB is an incompetent and inefficient body that does
not justify its existence!
Tunku Yusuf Jewa
Kota Bharu

Bleak
future,
unless ....
Mr. Ramakrishnan and Mr. Khoo
Boo Teik are to be congratulated
on their articles on the views expressed by some UMNO members
in recent meetings (AM Vol. 26:10).
Edmund Burke said: “All that is
necessary for the forces of evil to
win the world is that enough
good men do nothing”.
Unless all races and creeds are
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regarded with respect and treated
fairly the future will be bleak. In a
multi-racial, multi-credal society,
peace and harmony are vital if we
are not to see the strife and misery
which exists in so many countries
today.
Peter Mooney
Kuala Lumpur

Let’s not be
taken for a ride
Our political masters should consider seriously the view aired by
the writer in his article entitled
Malaysia — US FTA negotiations hit
turbulence. (Aliran Monthly 2006
Vol. 26 No. 9). I agree absolutely
that the FTA when it becomes a
reality will affect us adversely, in
particular the padi farmers of the
northern states. We will experience turbulence of a kind that
breaks up the “tailwing” in a
nosedive.
Just take the example of Thailand
who signed an FTA with Australia. The latter whose vegetable
farmers are heavily subsidised,
we are told, is almost in complete
control of the vegetable market in
Thailand. This forced the Thai
farmers to close shop and deprived them of their livelihood.
This is a classic case of the government refusing to listen to the
people’s views and arrogantly entering into the FTA without first

knowing what it entails.
Didn’t we Malaysians know
enough of the US prevailing attitude that treats developing countries like ours, as a dumping
ground for their arms and
ammunitions as well as their
medicine? Why are we so daft?
Are we still receptive to their nefarious and manipulative ways to
submit ourselves as a dumping
ground for their products? If we
do not give much thought to their
ever-hegemonic mentality, it
would mean that we are deliberately putting ourselves at the deep
end of the pool. Who’s to blame?
Please Malaysia, we urge you not
to fall into the same hole twice.
Dato Hishamuddin bin
Haji Yahaya

Poslaju is indeed
Poslewat
(Ref: Poslaju No: ED 256885507)

On 20 October 2006, the Koperasi
Cuepacs Berhad sent a document
to my home address through
Poslaju.
On 21 October 2006, a Poslaju van
stopped in front of my house and
honked four times during the 7
minutes they were there — from
11.11 am to 11.18 am (as stated in
their Pos PL 14). A man got out
from the van, threw in a long slip
of yellow paper into my letter box
and got back into the van in lightning speed — true to the word laju.
The whole incident was witnessed by my neighbour, within
three or four minutes. My neighbour is prepared to bear testimony
to this fact!

My house maid picked up the
form POS PL 14 from my post box
on being told by the neighbour.
The box next to words: Penerima
tiada di rumah/Pejabat in the Form
POSPL 14 was ticked, indicating
that the recipient was not in the
whole day. This was a lie.
Through out the day, I and others
in the household were in the
house.

of driving around horning to add
to the noise pollution. It is printed
in POS PL 14: “Poslaju - National
Courier”. That claim is meaningless. It is more a National Shame.

Had the Poslaju employee bothered to press the door bell that was
prominently located above the
Post Box with the words “PRESS
HERE”, someone could have definitely taken delivery of the document.

Did anyone read about the RM200
million discrepancies in the accounts of Syarikat Takaful Malaysia? Hopefully it will be found and
soon explained.

On a number of occasions in the
past I had to go all the way to Plaza
Kasturi about five miles from my
residence to pick up Poslaju mail.
On this latest occasion a document posted on 20 October 2006
through Poslaju reached on 26
October 2006 — 6 days later in
spite of boasting of fast delivery.
Poslaju is indeed Pos Lewat. Even
this delivery was made after several phone calls to Plaza Kasturi.
Poslaju is a mismoner. It would
be more appropriate to change
Poslaju to Pos Lewat.
Before the privatisation of the
postal service, we used to receive
“Express Mail” even at night delivered to us by postman riding
motorbikes. The privatisation of
the postal service has brought in
its stride profit maximization for
the few who own the enterprise
and gross inefficiency, causing
hardship to the rakyat.
I wonder if the postal employees
are given any training? The training should start with teaching
them to ring the door bell instead
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N. S. Wigneswaran
Cheras

Don’t waste time
on trivia

Maybe they should have paid a
bit more attention to the impact on
their business of issues like this
instead of worrying too much and
wasting their time in pondering
over whether greeting non-Muslims on festive occasions was
haram or not.
It just goes to show doesn’t it?
Amused
Kuala Lumpur

Highway

Robbery!

Hard on the heels of the computer
chips theft in Penang, comes another highway robbery! This time
committed by our own “corporate
ah-longs”. The taxpayer dutifully
pays his road-tax (the government
gets the money), pays the toll (the
toll company gets the money). And
we all know that toll collection is
very profitable. Yet, the agreement
states that the toll must be increased every few years or else the
government would have to pay
compensation (in this case up to
RM 2 million). What kind of agreement is this, if not highway rob-

bery? However one looks at it, the
consumers, we, are the big losers.
This is Robin Hood reversed - rob
from the poor and give to the rich!
Wake up! Read what other
Malaysians are saying and find
out the background. Refuse to be
intimidated by unjust and unethical legislation. “An unjust law is
no law at all”, said St Augustine,
providing the foundation of civil
disobedience movements across
the globe. Martin Luther King articulated this view in his Letter
from Birmingham Jail: “One has
a moral responsibility to disobey
unjust laws.”
So influence others. Disseminate
information. Apply pressure.
Write to your elected representatives, media. Protest. Sacrifice. Use
alternative roads. Enjoy the scenery!
Jude
Penang

Zakaria
scandal:
What about the
enforcement
officers?
Why is only Zakaria being hauled
up for building a mansion? What
about the officers who are supposed to enforce the law? This
thing of not taking action against
these little emperors is happening
all over the country, but nothing
is being done about it. Yes, now
there is this hue and cry about this
Zakaria person. Just give it another three to four months or a
high profile murder case which
involve money, sex and an important person and people will say ‘’
Zakaria who?’’ Then all will be
forgotten.
I don,t expect the powers-thatbe to take any action because, by
doing so, they have to admit that
they are wrong in appointing
local councillors from BN component parties. The only way to
get out of this rut is to hold local
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council elections.
Lionel Perera
Port Dickson

A

Proton:
colossal failure

At long last Dr. M has admitted
that Proton needs to dump its entire management. Taking comfort
in the old adage, “Better late than
never,” the recommendation
should be taken a step further. All
of Proton should be sold. The purchasers must agree to ship out the
whole assembly plant to some
other egomaniacally ruled state
where it can happily continue to
be a tool of bullying and oppression of the local populace with
dysfunctional cars while making
rich pickings for leaders and cronies.
The proceeds from the sale should
first of all be used to compensate
every citizen who bought a Pro-

ton with a full refund of his purchase price, upon him delivering
his car to the nearest scrap yard.

with civil servant thinking in an
industry that is viciously competitive.

Then a dedicated team of forensic
accountants and lawyers should
pour through all the agreements
Proton ever signed with her principals, suppliers and collaborators to sniff out every irregularity
and identify the parties who
fleeced Proton (read: Malaysian
taxpayer!)

Need we wait till another billion
ringgit is poured down the drain
(read: funnelled into crony pockets) before we decide to close Proton down forever.

They or their estates should then
be sued for the return of all money
and assets acquired as a result of
these agreements. Should there be
any criminal element, the parties
should be brought to book and
thereafter booked for long stays in
His Majesty’s prison with regimes
like Kamunting Detention Centre.
Severe as these proposals appear,
they should blow like a terrifying
breeze through the minds that
planned this legal heist of national funds and fed fat on the
misery of Proton car buyers and
Malaysian taxpayers.
The performance benchmarks for
government-linked companies is
so laughable that no GLC will ever
survive on a level playing field.

Proton is like a woman in the marriage market with the most eligible suitors not even giving her a
second look. She has either to prettify herself (something she has
shown she is incapable of doing
in 20 years) or get out of the market and allow Malaysians to enjoy the real benefits of the world
car market; competition-induced
lower priced marques.
Sentimentality over the Proton
brand is costing our nation money
we really can ill-afford to lose.

of quality of life and social justice.
One tell-tale of low quality is the
high portion of residents choosing to migrate. The second quote
is a self-serving fantasy with no
basis in reality. In some of the
countries mentioned, systemic
racism has been entrenched in the
hollow guise of meritocracy to the
point of excluding minority races
of fair opportunities. The writer
has parroted a piece of political
propaganda that those in eternal
power repeat ad nauseum.
It remains a fact that Malaysia
with her serious flaws and honest admission of race favouritism
offers other races greater access to
opportunities. When critical
thinking is avoided based on racial self-righteousness the consequences can be disastrous.
JCT
Kuala Lumpur

RJ Noel
Kuching

GDP
poor
measure
of quality of life,
social
justice

Proton was once hailed the mover
and shaker of Malaysia’s industrialisation. Instead Proton has
bled billions of taxpayers’ ringgit
and there is simply not a shred of
hope that she will ever graduate
as a car-maker. So far Proton’s
business has been little more than
cobbling together badly made
parts with shoddy workmanship.

I refer to Koon Yew Yin’s ‘What is
wrong with the NEP?’ (Vol.26
No.9). He states, “After 36 years,
the GDP/capita for Singapore,
Hong Kong, Taiwan and South
Korea are 3, 3.2, 2.5 and 2 times
respectively that of ours.” And declares of them, “Without the need
to marginalise anyone, they can
freely practice meritocracy to improve competitiveness and efficiency.” These statements deserve
debate.

Whichever way you look at it Proton was a colossal failure, economically, planning-wise and in
execution. The project is riddled

Firstly, there is a need to look at
countries beyond the single dimension of money. GDP is widely
acknowledged as a poor measure
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Powerful

part-timers

Again and again we hear the excesses of Rela and Religious Dept
members when they are carrying
out their duties. It is quite a ridiculous state of affairs when the police, who are trained for this sort
of thing and have years of training and appreciation of the law,
are required to produce warrants
before they can enter premises but
Rela and religious officers, who
are part timers (Rela) and maybe
not fully trained in the requirements of the law, are given free a
hand in breaking down doors and
so on. It is time all enforcement
activities as far as entering
premises are only carried out by
the police or with police presence.
Loose Cannons
Kuala Lumpur

INTERNATIONAL

Latin
America
challenges
neo-liberal
order
Noam Chomsky Interviewed by Bernie Dwyer
Radio Havana Cuba Interview
(7 March 2006)
Bernie Dwyer: I am reminded of
a great Irish song called “The
West’s Awake” written by Thomas Davis in remembrance of
the Fenian Uprising of 1798. It is
about the west of Ireland asleep
under British rule for hundreds
of years and how it awoke from
its slumbers and rose up against
the oppressor. Could we begin to
hope now that the South is
awake?
Noam Chomsky
Chomsky: What’s happening is something completely new
in the history of the hemisphere.
Since the Spanish conquest the
countries of Latin America have
been pretty much separated from
one another and oriented toward
the imperial power. There are also
very sharp splits between the tiny
wealthy elite and the huge suffering population. The elites sent
their capital, took their trips, had
their second homes, sent their children to study in whatever European country their country was
closely connected with. I mean,
even their transportation systems
were oriented toward the outside
for export of resources and so on.
For the first time, they are beginning to integrate and in quite a few

different ways. Venezuela and
Cuba is one case. Mercosur, which
is still not functioning very much,
is another case. Venezuela, of
course, just joined Mercosur,
which is a big step forward for it
and it was greatly welcomed by
the presidents of Argentina, Brazil.
For the first time the Indian population is becoming politically
quite active. They just won an election in Bolivia which is pretty remarkable. There is a huge Indian
population in Ecuador, even in
Peru, and some of them are calling for an Indian nation. Now
they want to control their own resources. In fact, many don’t even
want their resources developed.
Many don’t see any particular
point in having their culture and
lifestyle destroyed so that people
can sit in traffic jams in New York.
Furthermore, they are beginning
to throw out the IMF. In the past,
the US could prevent unwelcome
developments such as independence in Latin America, by violence;
supporting military coups, subversion, invasion and so on. That
doesn’t work so well any more.
The last time they tried in 2002 in
Venezuela, the US had to back
down because of enormous protests from Latin America, and of
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course the coup was overthrown
from within. That’s very new.
If the United States loses the economic weapons of control, it is
very much weakened. Argentina
is just essentially ridding itself of
the IMF, as they say. They are
paying off the debts to the IMF.
The IMF rules that they followed
had totally disastrous effects.
They are being helped in that by
Venezuela, which is buying up
part of the Argentine debt.
Bolivia will probably do the same.
Bolivia has had 25 years of rigorous adherence to IMF rules. Per
capita income now is less than it
was 25 years ago. They want to
get rid of it. The other countries
are doing the same. The IMF is

essentially the US Treasury Department. It is the economic
weapon that is alongside the military weapon for maintaining control. That’s being dismantled.
All of this is happening against
the background of very substantial popular movements, which, to
the extent that they existed in the
past, were crushed by violence,
state terror, Operation Condor,
one monstrosity after another.
That weapon is no longer available.
Furthermore, there is South-South
integration going on, so Brazil,
and South Africa and India are
establishing relations.
And again, the forces below the
surface in pressing all of this are
international popular organisations of a kind that never existed
before; the ones that meet annually in the world social forums. By
now several world social forums
have spawned lots of regional
ones; there’s one right here in Boston and many other places. These
are very powerful mass movements of a kind without any precedent in history: the first real internationals. Everyone’s always
talked about internationals on the
left but there’s never been one.
This is the beginning of one.
These developments are extremely significant. For US planners, they are a nightmare. I mean,
the Monroe Doctrine is about 180
years old now, and the US wasn’t
powerful enough to implement it
until after the 2nd World War,
except for the nearby region. After
the Second World War it was able
to kick out the British and the
French and implement it, but now

it is collapsing. These countries
are also diversifying their international relations including commercial relations. So there’s a lot
of export to China, and accepting
of investment from China. That’s
particularly true of Venezuela, but
also the other big exporters like
Brazil and Chile. And China is
eager to gain access to other resources of Latin America.
Unlike Europe, China can’t be intimidated. Europe backs down if
the United States looks at it the
wrong way. But China, they’ve
been there for 3,000 years and are
paying no attention to the barbarians and don’t see any need to.
The United States is afraid of
China; it is not a military threat to
anyone; and is the least aggressive of all the major military powers. But it’s not easy to intimidate
it. In fact, you can’t intimidate it
at all. So China’s interactions with
Latin America are frightening the
United States. Latin America is
also improving economic interactions with Europe. China and Europe now are each other largest
trading partners, or pretty close to
it.
These developments are eroding
the means of domination of the US
world system. And the US is pretty
naturally playing its strong card
which is military and in military
force the US is supreme. Military
expenditures in the US are about
half of the total world expenditures, technologically much more
advanced. In Latin America, just
keeping to that, the number of the
US military personnel is probably
higher than it ever was during the
Cold War. There is sharply increasing training of Latin American officers.
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The training of military officers
has been shifted from the State
Department to the Pentagon,
which is not insignificant. The
State department is under some
weak congressional supervision.
I mean there is legislation requiring human rights conditionalities
and so on. They are not very much
enforced, but they are at least
there. And the Pentagon is free to
do anything they want. Furthermore, the training is shifting to
local control. So one of the main
targets is what’s called radical
populism, we know what that
means, and the US is establishing
military bases throughout the region.
Bernie Dwyer: It appears, from
what you are saying, that the US
is losing the ideological war and
compensating by upping their
military presence in the region.
Would you see Cuba as being a
key player in encouraging and
perhaps influencing what’s coming out Latin America right now?
Noam Chomsky: Fidel Castro,
whatever people may think of
him, is a hero in Latin America,

Castro: A hero in Latin America

Chavez: Latin American hero

primarily because he stood up to
the United States. It’s the first time
in the history of the hemisphere
that anybody stood up to the
United States. Nobody likes to be
under the jackboot but they may
not be able to do anything about
it. So for that reason alone, he’s a
Latin American hero. Chavez: the
same.
The ideological issue that you
rightly bring up is the impact of
neoliberalism. It’s pretty striking over the last twenty-five
years, overwhelmingly it’s true,
that the countries that have adhered to the neo-liberal rules
have had an economic catastrophe and the countries that
didn’t pay any intention to the
rules grew and developed. East
Asia developed rapidly pretty
much by totally ignoring the
rules. Chile is claimed as being
a market economy but that’s
highly misleading: its main export is a very efficient stateowned copper company nationalised under Allende. You don’t
get correlations like this in economics very often. Adherence
to the neo-liberal rules has been

associated with economic failure
and violation of them with economic success: it’s very hard to
miss that. Maybe some economists can miss it but people
don’t: they live it. Yes, there is
an uprising against it. Cuba is a
symbol. Venezuela is another,
Argentina, where they recovered from the IMF catastrophe by
violating the rules and sharply
violating them, and then throwing out the IMF. Well, this is the
ideological issue. The IMF is just
a name for the economic weapon
of domination, which is eroding
Bernie Dwyer: Why do you think
that this present movement is different from the struggle that went
before, in Chile for instance
when they succeeded in overthrowing the military dictatorship? What gives us more hope
about this particular stage of liberation for Latin America?
Noam Chomsky: First of all, there
was hope in Latin America in the
1960s but it was crushed by violence. Chile was moving on a path
towards some form of democratic
socialism but we know what happened. That’s the first 9/11 in
1973, which was an utter catastrophe. The dictatorship in Chile,
which is a horror story, also led to
an economic disaster in Chile,
bringing about its worst recession
in its history....
So, for example, I remember travelling in Argentina and Chile a
couple of years ago and the standard joke in both countries was that
people said that they wish the
Chilean military had been stupid
enough to get into a war with
France or some major power so
they could have been crushed and
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discredited and then people
would be free the way they were
in Argentina, where the military
was discredited by its military defeat.
But there has been a slow process
in every one of the countries, Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, all the
way through, there’s been a process of overthrowing the dominant
dictatorships - the military dictatorships - almost always supported, and sometimes instituted,
by the United States.
Now they are supporting one another and the US cannot resort to
the same policies.
Take Brazil, if Lula had been running in 1963, the US would have
done just what it did when
Goulart was president in 1963.
The Kennedy administration just
planned a military dictatorship.
A military coup took place and
that got rid of that. And that was
happening right through the
hemisphere.
Now, there’s much more hope because that cannot be done and
there is also cooperation. There is
also a move towards a degree of
independence: political, economic
and social policies, access to their
own resources, instituting social
changes of the kind that could
overcome the tremendous internal
problems of Latin America, which
are awful. And a large part of the
problems in Latin America are
simply internal. In Latin America,
the wealthy have never had any
responsibilities. They do what
they want.
Source: Radio Havana Cuba
Interview, zmag.org

INTERNATIONAL

Contrasting principles
n Dec 2006, leaders and
envoy of 12 Latin American nations came together for a two-day
summit
and
signed
the
Cochabamba Declaration, agreeing to study the idea of forming a

I

Principles

of

continent-wide community similar to the European Union.
The principles of this declaration
(see below), which places a cornerstone on the formation of a
South American union. Contrast

South

Retrieving the principles of Cuzco, Ayacucho
and Brasilia declarations, our integration model
has the following as guiding principles:
I. Solidarity and Cooperation: in search
of greater equity, poverty reduction, diminishment of asymmetries and strengthening of
multilateralism as a guiding principle for international relations.
II. Sovereignty, respect for territorial
integrity and self determination of people
according to principles and goals of the
United Nations, that ensures the prerogative
of States to decide on their development strategies and their relations at the international
level, without external interference in their
internal affairs.
III. Peace,
Peace so that South America remains
as a Zone of Peace where international conflicts
are solved through peaceful settlement of controversies.
IV. Democracy and Pluralism in order
to consolidate an integration without dictatorships and respectful of human rights and human dignity, for native peoples, Afro-descend-

them with the proposed principles for the Asean Charter (from
the Eminent Persons Group report), especially the heavier emphasis given to democracy, human rights and the environment
in Latin America.

American

Integration

ants and migrants, with gender equality, respect
of all minorities and their cultural and linguistic manifestations and acknowledging contribution of social movements and civil society organizations, and their right to democratic participation in every South American country and
in the process of integration.
V.
Human Rights are universal, interdependent and indivisible. Similar effort should
be given to developing both civil and political
rights, as well as to economic, social and cultural rights, thus recognizing right to development as a fundamental right, under the integrating and multidisciplinary principle of human
rights.
VI. Harmony with Nature for a sustainable
development, assuring environmental concerns
and those related to climate change are present
in every initiative of regional development, particularly in those related to infrastructure and
energy, thus preserving ecosystems balance and
protection of biological diversity, with recognition and valuing of traditional knowledge.
Source: Cochabamba Declaration, http://www.artus.org/node/190
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Celebrating
Human
in the Maldives

Rights

by Angeline Loh
was delighted to receive
an email in December
2006 from a friend in the
Maldives. Shahinda
Ismail works for the Maldivian
Detainee Network, an NGO advocating detainees’ human rights.
She told me how International
Human Rights Day was celebrated in her country.

I

International Human Rights Day
is an annual event celebrated
every 10 December. Last year,
Maldivian NGOs and activists,
for the first time, celebrated this
day publicly in a festive way by

holding a rally and music festival. Three hundred people attended this grand event. The huge
successful event took off well and
ended peacefully.
Shahindha said, “This being our
pilot, ... I think we did very well.”
She added that despite the peaceful nature of the event, the police
warned them that they had ‘committed unlawful acts’. It remains
to be seen if the police will file any
charges against these NGOs and
activists to whom the International Declaration on Human
Rights Defenders 1998 applies.

Although I have not yet had an
opportunity to follow this up with
Shahindha, and I pray that the
Maldivian police have not harassed them, I did promise to inform the world of the existence of
Maldivian civil society groups.
So, this is a promise kept to a
friend and I feel really good about
it. Thanks, Shahindha!
Getting news from friends living in
other countries and who face similar challenges in their work as people working in NGOs here in Malaysia do somehow makes me feel
that we are not alone. The world
has become a smaller place with
the communications technology
we have nowadays. It is consoling
to know that friends are just a “click
away” when you need to talk.
Thank God for the Internet! q

Asean
Community:
Proposed
principles
and
objectives
The Eminent Persons Group recommends that
these principles and objectives be reflected in
the Charter which broadly cover the following
areas:
• Promotion of ASEAN’s peace and stability through the active strengthening of
democratic values, good governance, rejection of unconstitutional and undemocratic
changes of government, the rule of law including international humanitarian law,
and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.
• Promotion of ASEAN’s prosperity and resilience through closer cooperation and integration namely the ASEAN Economic Community,
Single Market, greater economic linkages, regional connectivity and narrowing the development gap.

• Promotion of ASEAN’s timely and effective
responses
to
non-traditional
and
transboundary challenges and crises through
mutual assistance or regional and international
cooperation. ASEAN may need to calibrate the
traditional policy of non-intervention in areas
where the common interest dictates closer cooperation.
• Promotion of an Asean identity through
greater awareness of Asean cultural heritage,
investment in learning, empowering the lives of
the people and communities and engagement
with civil society.
• Expressing the resolve to realise an Asean
Community and ultimately an Asean Union.
Source: Asean Eminent Persons Report http://
www.aseansec.org/19236.htm
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KDN GIVES ALIRAN ANNUAL HEADACHE Continued from page 40
Invariably - except for a few rare
occasions – the formalities were
never completed within the three
months’ grace period . Very often
we had received the permit after
the expiry date. This is very difficult to understand.
Normally we start ringing the
Kementerian Dalam Negeri (KDN)
in October/November to make
enqueries regarding the status of
our application. We are usually
told that that our application was
under process. It would be the
same answer even if you were to
ring up a month later. It seems a
standard answer.
On one occasion, we had the
shock of our life when told that
they had not received our application as of that date which was
sometime in November. Our application was submitted well before 15 September. Luckily for us
– and bad luck to them – we had
the AR Card as proof of receipt.
When this evidence was faxed to
them , they miraculously discovered our file!

In 1997, we had to chase them
from 2 December up to 6 January
1998 resulting in 10 calls. Finally
I had to speak to YM Tunku
Mahmood who was gracious
enough to expedite the matter.
In 1998, we first contacted them
on 13 October and thereafter continued to chase them right up to
the following year on 7 January
1999 – three weeks after the expiry of the our permit and almost
four monthsafter submission of
our application.
In 2001, you won’t believe it but
we had to make 25 calls beginning
on 12 October. Finally we were
told on 22 January 2002 that the
permit was posted on that day.
In 2005, we had to make 21 calls
between 29 November and 13
January 2006 on which date we
were given the permit number over
the phone.
This year between 3 November
and 7 December we had called
KDN 16 times.

Desperate
in
December

Frustrating
dealing with KDN

When there is no sign of the permit, we become desperate in December. That is when we start
chasing them. This time the reply
would be that our application had
been cleared and the letter notifying us and asking for the payment
of RM400 was awaiting signature
of the officer concerned. This
would take many days because
the officer was either on leave or
attending meetings. Once I was
forced to ask why is it so difficult
to sign a letter which should have
been a routine thing.

It is frustrating in dealing with
KDN over the phone, as we are
compelled to do so since we are
located outside Putrajaya. It must
be equally upsetting for others
having to deal with KDN through
the phone. Very often there would
be no answer or a recorded voice
message would state that the box
was full or you would be asked to
hold on interminably until you get
cut off.
On 3 November we received a letter from KDN telling us that we
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should have sent a copy of the
Aliran Monthly as required in the
application form. Subsequently I
pointed out to the man in charge
that that requirement was not in
the application form that was
given to us. He said the form we
used was the old form but according to the new form this was
stated. When asked why were we
given the old form KDN Department in Penang, he had no answer.
On 7 November we registered a
copy of the Aliran Monthly.
Since there was no news whatsoever for a month, I called KDN on
5 December. A lady answered
(Name withheld) but she had no
inkling of the problem. Nevertheless she asked all kinds of irrelevant questions without being
helpful. Then she passed me on
to another lady (Name withheld)
who stated that she was the person dealing with our application.
When I mentioned that it was critical as the permit was expiring on
15 December and wanted to know
when we would be receiving the
permit. She said that they have not
received the copy of the Aliran
Monthly that we were supposed
to have sent them. I told her that it
was sent by registered mail on 7
November.
She kept repeating that she had
not received the Aliran Monthly
and that she was waiting for it –
Saya tunggu. I asked what happens now since we had already
posted the copy. She repeated,
“Saya tunggu.” I replied in a loud
voice, “Saya sudah hantar.” She
repeated the same reply like a
faithful parrot.

ers, if not thousands, who are similarly affected but must feel rather
intimidated by the bureaucracy
and the officialdom. Many would
conclude that to criticize or complain would jeopardise their application and therefore choose to
suffer in silence. But in a civilised
society this cannot be tolerated.
We have a right to be treated with
dignity and served diligently by a
civil service that must be accountable.

I told her that I would have to take
up the matter with her higher up
and mentioned the name of the
person.

Go
and

ahead
complain

She merely said, “Kalau cerita,
ceritalah.”
I faxed her the registration number
as proof of posting and asked her
to confirm officially in writing
whether she had received the copy
of the magazine or not so that I
could take up the matter with the
postal authorities. The folowing
day I made three calls to ascertain
that the fax had been received. Unfortunately I was not successful.
I next contacted the postal authorities in Butterworth who conducted a search and finally faxed
us the signed evidence of receipt
by KDN.
I called KDN today and told the
lady that I had the evidence to
prove that the copy of the Aliran
Monthly was delivered to KDN.
She was friendly this time. She informed me that whatever we send,

either letters or a copy of the magazine get delivered to the seventh
floor and don’t reach those working on the fourth floor. And that
was why she had not received
what we had sent them. This must
be a strange way of doing things
in super modern complex!
But she assured me that she was
working on our application. She
managed to persuade the people
on the seventh floor to part with a
copy of the Monthly we send them
regularly upon publication of the
Aliran Monthly each time. By law
we are required to send eight copies to KDN every month but we
send them 10 copies.
She told me that ours was not the
only case she was dealing with.
She was handling all the applications from all over the country including Singapore, giving the impression that she was overworked and that her section was
short-handed.

PM

must

investigate

Surely, ours cannot be an isolated
case of frustration and distress.
There must be hundreds of oth-
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The Prime Minister had asked the
civil service to buck up and serve
the people. He must investigate
this matter as a matter of urgency
and find out whether the inordinate delay that we are subjected
to without fail is justified.
If the system within his domain
cannot function efficiently and
effectively to deliver the service
expected of it, how can he enforce
a delivery system throughout the
country that can be meaningful
and serve the people as is expected of a civil service. q
Postscript
After many more calls, I finally managed to speak to
the Deputy Unit Head on 12
Dec 2006. He was helpful,
listened patiently and told
me he would look into the
matter.
On 14 Dec 2006, Aliran's application for a permit was
approved.
What was dragging on for
months was sorted out in a
matter of two days!
On
our

11 Jan 2007, we received
permit.

ACCOUNTABILITY

KDN gives
headache

Aliran

annual

We have a right to be treated with dignity and served diligently
by a civil service that must be accountable.
The public delivery system
is indeed deplorable in
many areas. Things are not
just right; they don’t get
done; they don’t move;
they drag on. It is a daily
hassle.
An expatriate who wanted
the papers to be cleared to
bring in his used car which
was shipped through Singapore from South Korea was
subjected to six months’of
frustrating wait in spite of
his best efforts (NST 16 Jan
2007). ‘It was embarrassing
just listening to what he had
to say,’ observed Syed
Nadzri.
More than a hundred letters
posted together with 5,010
letters did not get delivered
(AM Vol.26(5). We have not
yet got back the AR Card
attached to our payment to
the Ministry of Home Affairs and registered on 15
December 2006. We have
read stories of bags of letters being abandoned by
postmen.
It is more than six months

since the estate of a deceased was referred to the
Public Trustees; the beneficiaries aged between 70 &
94 are still waiting for their
matter to be sorted out.
(See Letters in this issue) The
Immigration Department,
from what we hear, is also
notorious for dragging
their feet.
There are also many complaints about the Pensions
Department and the Inland
Revenue Department when
it comes to processing payments/ refunds.
Likewise, there are many
departments where things
are held up and delayed.
We like to share our own
experience dealing with the
Ministry of Home Affairs.
It is an annual tug-of-war.
The latest episode of this recurring saga, highlighted in
our Letter to the Editor on 7
November 2006, was completely ignored by the print
media. We reproduce this
letter for the benefit of our
readers.
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He must investigate

ecember is a stressful
month for Aliran. It is the
month when Aliran’s
publishing permit expires. In fact, on 15 December of
every year our permit expires. As
for this year, in another 8 days it
will be expiring and yet there is
no news.

D

The law has it that application for
a permit must be submitted three
months before the expiry of the
current permit. Presumably this is
to give the approving authority
ample time to sort out the bureaucratic fomalities before the issuance of the permit.

Continued on page 38

