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COVER STORY

The Truth about Privatisation
It has led to more bailouts than benefits in Bolehland
by Martin Jalleh
he cult and culture of
privatisation continues
in Bolehland. It is being
pushed, promoted and
peddled by the present government, one which won the general
elections on a platform of change,
but with little to show except the
PM’s `towering' promises.

T

The country’s assets are placed in
the hands of the hand-picked
children, `cousins', cronies and
courtiers of the political elite. Only
a year in existence, and they are
out to sell the last bits of the country’s silver for a song.
The promises of privatisation are
played up to the full as profitable
public utilities are turned into private monopolies – and as the purported purpose and the process
of privatisation ironically pave
the way for less accountability
and transparency.
Privatisation’s costly price is covered, converted and coated with
official cocksure and naive confidence. It will, quite evidently and
eventually, be paid by the people
and their children. Blessed are the
young, they shall inherit the country’s debts!
Contrary to what is often portrayed, the pages of history on privatisation in Bolehland speak little of benefits to the people but far

Tajudin Ramli

Samy Vellu

more of debts by conglomerates
and costly and controversial
bailouts by the government.

Indeed, the records show that the
previous government would enter into a privatised project with a
brave face and often come out of it
with an about-face – and a PM
refusing to lose face in spite of the
fact that the promised windfall
had turned into a pitfall.

Often the objective of reduced fiscal burden on the government has
backfired, with the government
having to pay higher costs with
public funds to bail out failed
privatisations. We see this in the
results of the “mindless privatisation” of the Mahathir years.
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Equally outrageous is that workers’ savings, meant for old-age
security, have often been used to

EDITOR'S

NOTE

In our cover story, Martin Jalleh agrees with the
former government, which had argued that privatisation creates a win-win situation. The government
wins and so too the private companies. The ordinary people, on the other hand, have had to pay the
price for the privatised failures.
Malik Imtiaz Ghulam responds point by point in
his well argued article to state that both PAS and
ACCIN have misunderstood and misinterpreted the
purpose and function of the proposed Inter-Faith
Commission and invites them for a dialogue.
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bail out selected groups of crony
capitalists. Malaysia does not
have to borrow from IMF because
it has the EPF (Employees Provident Fund). Towards the end of
September 1997, following serious decline in the ringgit and
share values and large losses suffered by several corporate figures,
Mahathir announced the formation of a RM60 billion fund,
sourced mainly from EPF.
Initially, the public was made to
understand that only unprofitable
enterprises would be privatised.
But, it did not take very long before very profitable state-owned
enterprises like Telekom Malaysia, Tenaga Nasional and Pos
Malaysia were offered at the altar
of privatisation.
Privatisation has resulted in the
public having to pay more – and
without a commensurate improvement in essential services
provided. – whether it be for electricity supply, water, telecommunications, health services, postal
services, highway travel, etc.
The former government was right
when it declared that privatisation creates a win-win situation.
The government wins — and
surely the private companies win.
Even if they lose, the government
is always there to ensure that they
will win – by bailing them out. The
public will always lose. With such
privatisation-made-easy at “no
risk”, it is not surprising that
many crony companies are begging to be awarded privatised ventures.

Government’s

role?

With the former government raving about privatisation and rush-

ing to privatise everything possible (and the present government
following suit), we are left with
the inevitable question – what
then is the role of the government,
especially when it comes to its
social agenda?
What about its crucial obligation
and duty to provide to the lowerincome group and the poor basic
and essential services — such as
electricity, water and sanitation,
healthcare, and telecommunications — that would enable public
participation and advancement in
society.
By increasingly putting public
service into the hands of private
ownership the Government is abdicating its role and responsibility — for privatisation is a movement away from a caring society
(central to Vision 2020) to a ‘high
social risk society’, and an unjust
society at that.
Further, instead of funding the
maintenance of social safety nets
and social development, the
former government provided
`safety nets' for elite crony companies, which had failed in privatised projects.
Pertinent are the (summarised)
observations of M. Nadarajah, a
sociologist who works on issues
of sustainable development:
• The culture of privatisation
has spread from the economy
to the social sectors.
• Economic security of businesses has become more crucial than the social security of
workers.
• The policies of privatisation
tend to reduce the government’s role in wealth redistribution.
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• The government has increasingly reduced its provision of
social protection and shifted
its responsibility to the individual and the family.
• There is a tendency towards
the privatisation — rather than
the socialisation — of social
protection.
• A culture of privatisation upsets priorities and introduces
a careless, high-risk society.
• Privatisation displaces real
‘need’ with market ‘demand’.
• Indiscriminate privatisation
and ‘marketisation’ — of
health care services, for example — expose the family to
high levels of social risks.
Malaysian privatisation has
reached a major crossroads. Will
the present Government learn
from the mistakes of the past or
will it embark on an irrational
spree to privatise whatever possible, beginning with an imminent
privatised healthcare system and
a national health insurance
scheme?
Lest we forget, below are some
examples of instances of the
wheels of the privatisation express having come off and the people having to pay the price for the
privatised failures. It’s about time
that the tell-me-the-truth PM faces
the truth about privatisation.

IWK:

Pure

Pong

The citizens of Bolehland can
still remember what a stink the
former government raised with
its RM200 million bailout of
Indah Water Konsortium (IWK),
the
financially
hobbled
concessionaire managing the
national sewerage system. But
that was not all that the country

lost. According to DAP national
chairman, Lim Kit Siang, the soft
loans granted by the government to IWK amounted to about
RM1.4 billion and they were
‘clearly irrecoverable losses’.

KPB:

Sunken

Ship

Who can forget Mahathir’s rescue
of Konsortium Perkapalan Bhd
(KPB) (then owned by his son
Mirzan), which was submerged in
debts of about RM1.7 billion, using funds from Petroleum
Nasional Bhd (Petronas)? The
Petronas-controlled national
shipping carrier Malaysian International Shipping Corporation
Berhad (MISC) was used to acquire KPB’s shipping assets with
cash said to be as much as RM1
billion.

Proton:

Sad

Saga

The previous government fuelled
controversy by using Petronas
funds yet again to buy 27 percent
of the national car maker
Perusahaan Otomobil Nasional
Bhd, or Proton, for about RM1 billion, thereby making it the controlling shareholder. (It has since disposed of its controlling stake). The
stake was held by the DRB-Hicom
Group Bhd, which was deeply in
debt. The deal was announced
after Proton reported a net loss of
RM19 million in the nine months
to December 31, 1999.

MAS:

Ailing

Airlines

The government bought back a
controlling stake in the Malaysia
Airlines System Bhd. (MAS) at the
same price for which it sold it in
1994. But the carrier, which had a
light debt load then, was
grounded by its RM9.5 billion

debt and was headed for a fourth
straight year of losses. Bankruptcy was imminent.
The national carrier was first sold
to then chairman, Tajudin Ramli,
a protégé of then Finance Minister Daim Zainuddin without an
open bidding process. In the bailout, the government used the
rakyat’s money to pay RM8 a share
when the shares of the ailing airline were trading at only RM3.6.
It was believed that the government paid close to RM1 billion
more than the market value for the
stake held by the airline’s former
chairman – who had no experience in the airline business before
he took over the company and was
widely blamed for running the
airlines into the ground.

Time
dotcom:
Damned
Dot
The manner in which the government rescued Time dotCom, a subsidiary of Time Engineering (then
saddled with a RM5 billion debt),
itself a publicly-listed company of
the UMNO-linked Renong
Group, added yet another ugly
dot to its integrity.
In a land where anything is possible, Bolehlanders watched in disbelief when:
• Kumpulan Wang Amanah
Pencen (KWAP) or the Pensions Trust Fund (which came
under the office of then Finance
Minister
Daim
Zainuddin) coughed up
RM904 million to buy 273.9
million unwanted Time
dotCom shares, incurring an
instant loss of RM280 million.
• Employees Provident Fund
(EPF) spent RM269.28 million
on 81.6 million (unsubscribed
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public portion of the initial
public offering (IPO)) of Time
dotCom Bhd shares at RM3.30
– when the share was hovering between RM1.96 to
RM2.10 and even less - eventually suffering a loss of over
RM100 million belonging to
the rakyat.
• Danaharta (the agency tasked
with removing bad loans from
the banking system) and
Khazanah (the Government’s
investment arm) got involved
in the bailout, when it was
clearly not their mission to be
a vehicle to bail out failed IPOs
of companies. (Khazanah acquired 30 per cent of Time
dotCom for some RM2.1 billion.)

LRT:

Ride

over

Rails

The rakyat was again taken for a
ride on the privatisation express
when in another privatisation reversal the government raised RM6
billion (in what was known as
Malaysia’s biggest-ever rescue via
bond issue) to bail out Kuala
Lumpur’s light-rail transit operators Projek Usahasama Transit
Ringan Automatik Sdn Bhd
(PUTRA) — which belongs to
Renong Bhd (former UMNO’s investment arm), and which defaulted on its RM2 billion loan in
1999, and Sistem Transit Aliran
Ringan Sdn Bhd (STAR).
The Government through the EPF
again, gave STAR more than
RM600 million in loans even
when the company was operating
at a loss - resulting in the Fund’s
equity stake of RM135 million being subsequently written off and
it’s share of the loss amounting to
RM96 million in 1999. Both companies were allowed to continue

to operate and manage the LRT
systems despite their mismanagement and incompetence. Taxpayers had to foot the mega-bills.

PLUS:

Cash

Cow

In 1988, the Malaysian government awarded the North-South
Expressway (NSE) concession to
United Engineers Malaysia
Berhad (UEM), a company owned
by UMNO trustee company
Hatibudi Sdn Bhd. This award
was heavily tainted with corruption allegations, as apart from conflict of interest, UEM was the least
qualified among the four tenders
submitted. UEM then formed
PLUS to undertake the NSE concession.
Despite this being a privatised
project requiring the concessionaire to provide his financing,
the government provided a soft
loan of RM 1.6 billion, which was
half of the tender price of RM 3.2
billion. (The construction costs
were later reported to be double
this amount, for reasons best
known to PLUS itself.) Other overgenerous terms given to UEM included annual increments of toll
rates, guaranteed traffic volumes
and various indemnities, the full
details of which remain secret till
this day.
When the Asian financial crisis
struck in 1997/8, PLUS took the
role of cash cow to bankroll the
UEM Group, which became
largely insolvent, mired in debts
that ran into tens of billions of
ringgit. The endless streams of toll
collections from the NSE made
PLUS the rose among the thorns
in the UEM Group, as far as credit
standing was concerned. PLUS
naturally became the chief bor-

rower of the group, incurring
huge long term debts, in order to
keep the UEM conglomerates
afloat during the financial crisis.
This explains the unusually high
gearing of PLUS despite its own
highway operation being highly
lucrative. It also explains the favouritism practised by the BN
government towards PLUS. Looking from this perspective, the people are now being made to carry
the burden of the financial follies
committed by the UEM Group.

Dickson Expressway valued at
RM 50 million to PLUS for toll collection, and extend the NSE toll
collection period by eight years to
50 years. These completely onesided concession terms favouring
the concessionaire at the expense
of the public must have made the
contract between the government
and PLUS one of the most unbalanced contracts. (Source: Kim
Quek, Malaysia Today)

PSC/Navy
Future

Project:
Fiasco?

Coming on the heels of the highly
unreasonable toll hike of 10 per
cent recently, Works Minister
Samy Vellu announced in Parliament on 24 March 2005 that the
Cabinet had approved a package
deal with PLUS to widen certain
sections of the NSE. Under the
deal, PLUS would undertake to
widen two stretches of roads from
four lanes to six lanes (SerembanAyer Keroh, Rawang-Tanjung
Malim, totalling 119 km), to relocate a toll complex (at Jelapang),
and to abolish the collection of
Senai toll. In return the government would write off a loan (to
PLUS) of RM 962 million, hand
over the existing Seremban-Port

Recent reports have it that Pak
Lah is trying to unwind the country’s biggest privatized contract,
a problem-plagued RM24.3 billion
deal (signed in 1998) for navy patrol vessels awarded to PSC Industries Bhd. (PSCI), a Malaysian
company controlled by Amin
Shah Omar Shah. The deal, which
also gave PSC control of the government’s main naval shipyard
and the exclusive rights to service
the Malaysian Navy’s entire fleet,
was intended to be the springboard for Malaysia to create its
own marine-engineering industry. The government, which already has advanced more than

Amin Shah Omar Shah

Halim Saad
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cent has served notice to get Amin
Shah out of the PSCI board.
The recent recommendation by
Public Accounts Committee (PAC)
chairman Datuk Shahrir Samad
that the Government should use
any means possible to rescue and
corporatise the PSC Naval Dockyard, the ailing subsidiary of PSCI,
makes Amin Shah’s insistence
that “the contract is still in tact”,
very suspect.

Shahrir Samad

PSCI has threatened to take legal
action against Shahrir for his allegation of the possibility of criminal breach of trust among senior
officials of the company, which
could have taken the company’s
operations to such depths of failure.

Bountiful

Ting Pek Khiing

RM2.5 billion to PSCI, is increasingly skeptical that Amin Shah
can deliver the patrol vessels. The
first two ships built by PSC have
failed to pass pre-delivery trials.
PSC itself is in deep financial trouble.
In June this year, Amin Shah was
re-elected director of PSCI at the
annual shareholder meeting, during whichseveral representatives
of several shareholder companies
such as Boustead Holdings
Bhd.were barred from the meeting.
Boustead, the single biggest
shareholder of PSCI with 32.7 per

RM3.09 billion were eventually taken over by Danaharta .
• the bailout of Ting Pek
Khiing’s Ekran Berhad, which
received RM950 million compensation from the government over the Bakun Dam
project.
• the Park May-Intrakota bus
bailout, the Monorail bailout,
etc.

Privatisation
is no panacea
In the light of the depressing saga
described above, the decision by
Abdullah’s government to (further) privatise basic services runs
contrary to assurances made before the last general elections and
can only be seen as defying all
logic, wisdom and common sense.

Blunders

Other bailouts which bewildered
the citizens of Bolehland included
the following:
• the perceived bailout of
Renong/UEM with the EPF’s
acquisition of UEM equity and
UEM’s subsequent securing of
a RM800 million loan from
government — and well-connected banks such as Malayan
Banking, Bank Bumiputra,
Bank of Commerce and RHB
— to implement a controversial
purchase of Renong equity
from the company’s executive
chairman, Halim Saad.
• the bailout of Renong’s National Steel Company (NSC) in
the Philippines through the
Hongkong-based company
Hottick, which secured loans,
apparently without collateral,
from government-owned Malayan Banking and Bank
Bumiputra, as well as RHB
Bank and Bank of Commerce.
Hottick’s loans totalling
Aliran Monthly : Vol.25(6) Page 7

The string of de-privatised
projects proves that continued
privatisation only provides more
rope for this country to hang itself
economically. The country cannot
afford to have more bailouts.
Privatisation in Bolehland has
brought more failure than fortune,
more bailouts than benefits. The
only thing that the public gains is
the burden of private debts. The
only clear reality is that, the government continues to lack transparency and accountability as
was the practice under the previous government.
All that glitters is not gold – including privatisation! Will
Abdullah listen to these
truths? q
Martin Jalleh is a social
commentator based in
Penang.

INTER-RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE

We are committed to dialogue
A response to criticism of the Interfaith
Commission Initiative
by Malik Imtiaz Sarwar
write as the Chairperson of, and on behalf of,
the Steering Committee
of the Initiative towards
the Interfaith Commission of Malaysia.

I

It is unfortunate that certain quarters have chosen to misrepresent
the efforts of the Steering Committee and the Initiative itself. These
misrepresentations are reckless
and published with disregard for
the truth. They have had, and still
have, the unfortunate effect of undermining a necessary and valuable civil society effort. These accusations and misrepresentations
have further had the regrettable
effect of creating tensions where
none existed before.
The purpose of this statement is
to explain the Initiative and the
draft Bill, which was the final
product of the Conference held in
Bangi in February.

What

is the Interfaith
Commission?

According to a statement issued
by PAS Youth (Perlis), the
Interfaith Commission is:
“…sebuah suruhanjaya yang
dicadangkan penubuhannya seperti
sebuah badan berkanun yang
mempunyai kuasa undang-undang
yang boleh mengubah ajaran

sesetengah agama (baca: Islam) akibat
desakan penganut agama lain.
“Badan ini berfungsi mirip sebuah
Mahkamah dan segala keputusannya
adalah muktamad ke atas agama
yang bersabit.”
This is a flight of fancy. The proposed Commission is in no way
an adjudicatory body. It is an advisory, consultative and conciliatory
body, and this was stated repeatedly in media reports as well as at
the Conference on the Initiative
towards the Interfaith Commission of Malaysia. The fact that the
proposed Commission is in no
way an adjudicatory body is explicitly stated in the draft Bill in
section 4(2), which reads:
“The Commission shall at all
times independently perform its
functions as an advisory, consultative and conciliatory body”
This is reinforced by the powers
of the proposed Commission as
set out under the draft bill.
Amongst its principal powers as
drafted are the powers:
“to promote awareness of the tenets and beliefs of the diverse religions and faiths of the world….”
(section 5(1)(a))
“to advise the Government and/
or the relevant authorities of comAliran Monthly : Vol.25(6) Page 8

plaints against such authorities
and recommend to the Government and/or such authorities appropriate measures to be taken”
(section 5(1)(b))
“to resolve any dispute or rectify
any act or omission, emanating
from or constituting an infringement of religious harmony by
means of mediation, negotiation
or conciliation” (section 5(1)(i))
This is crystallized by the actuating provisions i.e. those sections
which translate the broader
power or competency into action.
In this regard, Part III sets out the
actuating provisions. These are
limited to conducting inquiries or
holding conciliations, mediation
or negotiation sessions and making recommendations as the case
may be, similar to the ambit of
SUHAKAM, the Human Rights
Commission of Malaysia. There is
no wider power. In particular,
there is no power to change the
tenets of religion. There is no
power to stay the hand of the
Sharia courts.

Why the need for an
Interfaith
Commission?
Simply put, there is no formal process for interfaith dialogue in existence at the moment. Neither is
there a mechanism for the shaping of coherent interfaith policy in

the country. In addition, the only
method of dispute resolution is by
legal action in the courts, which,
in the interests of peaceful co-existence, should be the last resort
in disputes.
The fact remains that being multiracial and multi-religious, there is
bound to be friction as beliefs and
cultures come into conflict. Such
friction does not revolve around
the issue of apostasy but involves
other issues such as the building
and maintenance of places of
worship and issues of propagation amongst faiths other than Islam.
Participants at the National
Conference recognised this and,
further, the fact that a constructive and concrete method had to
be put in place to deal with friction in a non-confrontational
and apolitical way. The Conference therefore endorsed the proposed Commission as being one
such recourse for problems to be
accepted and then channeled to
appropriate authorities for resolution, in a dynamic similar to
SUHAKAM, the Human Rights
Commission of Malaysia. The
creation of the proposed Commission would validate the concerns of all stakeholders. Further, its independent status
would engender confidence.
This in turn could encourage
true national unity.
While interfaith dialogue has
been proposed as an alternative
to the proposed Commission, and
is indeed one of the objectives of
the proposed Commission, dialogue has limitations. Interfaith
dialogue is a vital first step with
continuing relevance in fostering
understanding and interaction
despite differences between religions.

The proposed Commission, however, is envisaged as complementing such efforts in areas in which
just ‘dialogue’ will not resolve real
problems as these arise. In this
sense, as noted above, the proposed Commission would be a
conduit for channelling problems
to the appropriate authorities for
attention and resolution

Is there a hidden
agenda?
The Allied Coordinating Committee of Islamic NGOs (ACCIN) suggests that there is a hidden agenda
on the part of the organisers of the
Initiative. ACCIN states:
“THE HIDDEN AGENDA
• The IFC attempts to bypass
and usurp the powers of State
Islamic Religious Bodies
• The IFC will bypass the
Shariah Courts
• The IFC wants to use Civil
Courts to decide on Islamic Religious Matters
• The formation of IFC is an interference in Intra-Muslims Affairs (NOT the Inter-Religious
Affairs)(sic)
• The IFC will eventually infringe the Muslims’ rights to
practise Islam in accordance
with the Teachings of the Holy
Qur’an and the Hadith”
Significantly, ACCIN and others
who have parroted the same concerns have not explained why they
believe this. The truth is that there
is no basis at all to any of the accusations. This can be seen from
the following.
Firstly, the draft Bill does not have
any provisions allowing for the
proposed Commission to bypass
the State Islamic Religious Bodies
or the Sharia Courts. There is no
Aliran Monthly : Vol.25(6) Page 9

provision aimed at allowing the
proposed Commission to use the
Civil Courts to decide on Islamic
Religious Matters. There is no provision singling out Islam.
Secondly, no explanation has
been given as to how the proposed
Commission would interfere with
Intra-Islamic affairs or how the
Commission will infringe on Muslims’ rights to practise Islam.
These accusations are sensationalist and manipulative of public
opinion against the Initiative.
Thirdly, there are many organisations and individuals who
support the Initiative, including
Muslims. Having said that, no
consensus was arrived at on
various matters. Those matters
on which there has been no consensus have been omitted from
the draft Bill. 173 participants
attended the Conference and endorsed the draft Bill as ultimately agreed to. The draft Bill
was the final product of the consensus of the participants.
These included Muslims. The
accusations suggest that all
these participants had anti-Islamic agendas. This suggestion
is ludicrous. The participants
respected all religions and believed in the rights of others to
profess their own faith. The participants would not have associated themselves with the draft
Bill if it was as characterised by
ACCIN and other critics.
Fourthly, the draft Bill is just that,
a draft. It is not law until Parliament makes it law. This is something for those in Parliament and
the Government. The critics have
given the impression that the proposed Commission has been
brought into existence and this by
means of a fait accompli. This is
preposterous.

Much has been said of a memorandum issued by the Malaysian
Consultative Council on Buddhism, Chistianity, Hinduism
and Sikhism (MCCBCHS) and the
pivotal role the MCCBHCS played
in the initiative. The MCCBCHS
was merely one of numerous supporting organizations. Whilst
representatives
from
the
MCCBHCS had the right to voice
their views, the same opportunity
was given to all others who were
present at meetings of the Steering Committee. It was at all times
made clear to Islamic NGOs that
they were free to attend such meetings and voice their views. Sadly
they chose not to, condemning the
Initiative even before giving themselves an opportunity to fully appreciate the Initiative for what it
was.
The memorandum referred to was
received by the predecessor to the
Steering Committee, the Pro-Tem
Committee, whose aim was to organise a workshop to gauge civil
society reaction to such an initiative. Other memoranda were received including one from a group
of Muslims. These merely went to
raising and noting the concern of
the communities represented by
these groups. These memoranda
did not attempt to undermine Islam nor challenge its tenets. In
any event, it is not correct to describe the MCCBCHS memorandum as being representative of the
Initiative at any level.
The workshop organized by the
Pro-Tem Committee was a success. About 100 individuals, including Muslims, attended and
unanimously agreed that a national conference was necessary
to consider how best to implement
the proposals. The workshop also
mandated a Steering Committee to
organise the national conference

and take the necessary steps. The
Conference and the draft Bill presented were a product of the Steering Committee and wider civil
society.

Is the Initiative
anti-Islamic?
Are the persons or
organisations
involved?
To be anti-Islam is to be completely
focused on the destruction of the
religion and all it stands for. There
is no foundation for an accusation
of this nature to be brought against
the persons and organisations
involved in the initiative. Neither
can the same be said of the draft
Bill. Such accusations are borne
out of a total ignorance of the Initiative, its underpinnings or its
context, and a lack of willingness
to understand or inquire, and/or
the intent to manipulate public
perception. There are several
ways in which this can be seen:
The draft Bill makes no reference
to any religion, Islam or otherwise.
It is therefore not focused on Islam. If it is not focused on Islam, it
cannot be said to be ‘anti’. The critics have attempted to give basis to
their accusations in several ways:
ACCIN states:
“Pihak Penaja jelas menunjukkan
sikap yang anti-Islam. Ini adalah
kerana beberapa memorandum yang
dikeluarkan oleh mereka sebelum ini
seperti berikut:
Seseorang Muslim patut diberi hak
untuk meninggalkan Islam walaupun
agama Islam tidak membenarkannya;
Artikel
11
Perlembagaan
Persekutuan (dilihat dari aspek
pelbagai dokumen antarabangsa
mengenai hak asasi manusia dan
hujah-hujah kes mahkamah di
Aliran Monthly : Vol.25(6) Page 10

negara-negara bukan Islam)
seharusnya diguna-pakai dalam
menentukan hak seseorang Muslim
memilih untuk murtad, dan
bukannya undang-undang syarak;
Untuk memudahkan proses murtad
Mahkamah Sivil dan bukannya
Mahkamah
Syariah
yang
seharusnya diberi kuasa menentukan
hak seorang Muslim itu keluar dari
agamanya;
Usaha yang diambil oleh Pihak
Berkuasa
Syariah
Negeri
memulihkan orang-orang yang bakal
murtad dipertikaikan;
Istilah “Muslim” di bawah Undangundang Enakmen Negeri terlalu luas
walaupun didapati konsisten dengan
undang-undang Syariah;
Seseorang itu tidak harus dianggap
Muslim hanya disebabkan kedua
ibubapanya Muslim atau beragama
Islam atau dalam keadaan lain
berdasarkan
Undang-undang
Syariah. Individu berkenaan
sepatutnya membuat pilihan atas
kehendaknya sendiri;
Agama seseorang Muslim itu tidak
sepatutnya tercatat pada Kad
Pengenalannya.”
In the same vein, TERAS states
(on its web-site at http://
www.terasmelayu.org/
penubuhan_ifc.htm:)
“4. Apakah matlamat penubuhan
IFC?
Matlamat IFC ialah untuk meminda
beberapa ajaran asas Islam yang bakal
merugikan orang Islam dan berpihak
kepada kepentingan orang-orang
bukan Islam.
5. Apakah tuntutan orang-orang
bukan Islam yang dibuat melalui
IFC?

1 ) Seseorang anak yang dilahirkan
oleh ibubapa Islam tidak
seharusnya secara terus menjadi
orang Islam
2) Orang-orang bukan Islam yang
telah memeluk agama Islam
hendaklah diberikan kebebasan
untuk kembali kepada agama
asal mereka (murtad) dan tidak
boleh dikenakan tindakan
undang-undang.
3) Sebarang kes pertukaran agama
orang Islam kepada bukan Islam
tidak sepatutnya dikendalikan
oleh mahkamah syariah tetapi
dikendalikan oleh mahkamah
sivil.
4) Tidak perlu dicatatkan di dalam
kad pengenalan seseorang Muslim bahawa ia beragama Islam.
5) Orang bukan Islam tidak perlu
dikehendaki menganut Islam
sekiranya ingin berkahwin
dengan orang Islam. Orang Islam hendaklah dibenarkan
keluar daripada Islam (murtad)
sekiranya ingin berkahwin
dengan orang bukan Islam tanpa
boleh dikenakan apa-apa
tindakan undang-undang.
6) Seseorang atau pasangan suami
isteri yang menukar agamanya
dengan memeluk Islam tidak
patut diberikan hak jagaan anak.
7) Orang-orang yang bukan Islam
yang mempunyai hubungan
kekeluargaan dengan seorang
yang memeluk Islam hendaklah
diberikan hak menuntut harta
pesakanya selepas kematiannya.
8) Kerajaan
hendaklah
menyediakan dana yang
mencukupi untuk membina dan
menyelenggara rumah-rumah
ibadat orang bukan Islam
sebagaimana
kerajaan
menyediakan dana yang serupa
untuk masjid. Kerajaan juga
perlu membenarkan pembinaan
rumah-rumah ibadat orang
bukan Islam tanpa perlu adanya
peraturan-peraturan tertentu.
9) Orang-orang bukan Islam

10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

hendaklah dibenarkan dan tidak
boleh dihalang daripada
menggunakan
perkataanperkataan suci Islam dalam
percakapan dan sebagainya.
Bibel dalam Bahasa Malaysia
dan
Bahasa
Indonesia
sepatutnya dibenarkan untuk
diedarkan kepada umum secara
terbuka.
Pelajaran agama bukan Islam
untuk penganut agama itu
hendaklah diajar di semua
sekolah.
Program-program berunsur Islam dalam bahasa ibunda
sesuatu kaum hendaklah
ditiadakan. Program dakwah
agama lain selain Islam pula
hendaklah dibenarkan untuk
disiarkan dalam bahasa ibunda
masing-masing.
Orang-orang Islam yang
membayar
zakat
tidak
sepatutnya
dikecualikan
daripada membayar cukai
pendapatan dan wang hasil
zakat sepatutnya digunakan
juga untuk keperluan orangorang bukan Islam.
Sepatutnya Islam tidak disebut
sebagai pilihan pertama
masyarakat Malaysia seperti
dalam soal pakaian menutup
aurat kepada pelajar sekolah.”

These points clearly show a lack
of understanding of the rationale
and intention of the initiative.
These points have not been
raised by the Steering Committee nor the draft Bill itself. The
accusations are baseless. In fact
the matters raised by TERAS seem
to be more of a complaint in respect of any and every issue
which it believes to be a part of its
mandate to speak out on. How
these relate to the Initiative remains a mystery.
Neither can the proposed Commission do any of the things stated
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by ACCIN, TERAS and others as
it is only an advisory and consultative body. In any event, it
would ultimately be for the duly
appointed Commissioners to consider how best to move forward
within the parameters of the law.
The points made by ACCIN, TERAS and others are as such a distortion of the truth.

A belief in
dialogue
The Steering Committee (and before it the Protem Committee)
firmly believe in dialogue. There
was much dialogue between all
persons attending the meeting on
behalf of their organisations or as
individuals. The Committees had
in their time made it clear to all
concerned that the Committees
were open to dialogue on any matters which were of concern. The
Steering Committee is still committed to dialogue, especially with
organizations such as ACCIN,
TERAS and PAS and welcomes
the possibility of these organisations taking the opportunity to do
so. The Steering Committee believes that the Initiative is a necessary, precious and invaluable
step forward in our society’s evolution. It is a means to bringing us
closer to the Bangsa Malaysia that
we all aspire to. The confrontational air that has been adopted
thus far can only serve to divide
us further. q

Malik Imtiaz Sarwar
wrote this in his capacity as Chairperson of,
and on behalf of, the
Steering Committee of
the Initiative towards
the Interfaith Commission of Malaysia.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Records

are

indispensable

We need to retain a clear memory of `what
was done to whom' and `who resisted what
and when'
by P Ramakrishnan
am honoured to have
been invited by Suara
Rakyat
Malaysia
(SUARAM) to write a
foreword for its 2004 Human Rights
Report, the most recent report on
the human rights situation in
Malaysia.

I

As someone who has had the
privilege of working in solidarity
with many ‘generations’ of its activists over many years, I wish to
take this opportunity to acknowledge that SUARAM plays a central role within our national human rights movement.
As an organization, SUARAM
has established for itself a proud
and prominent place at the fore of
Malaysian civil society’s long and
determined struggle to promote,
preserve and advance human
rights and civil liberties. The dedicated and courageous efforts of its
activists have justly earned
SUARAM an international reputation for selfless, supportive and
principled interventions against
human rights violations.

Table of Contents
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In short, SUARAM serves as a
beacon of hope and inspiration –
not only for the victims of human
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rights violations, but also for those who do their
part to prevent or fight those violations.
There is no doubt that SUARAM’s annual report on
the human rights situation in Malaysia is a valuable document. For 2004, as it has been for previous
years, the report is comprehensive in its coverage
and thorough in its analysis of human rights issues.
Yet the Human Rights Report is more than a mere
document. In the Malaysian ‘human rights calendar’, the arrival of the Human Rights Report is always an event.
By recording what was important and notable for
human rights and civil liberties for each past year,
the Human Rights Report helps us recognize what
must be done the following year. More than that, the
Human Rights Report makes us conscious that the
human rights movement has matured another year
despite the obstacles and harassments that are imposed by the state and its instruments of repression.
Thus, the publication of the Human Rights Report
2004 is no mean achievement, for SUARAM most
definitely, but not less so for the national movement
for human rights. Critically, the annual Human
Rights Report reminds us that records are important.
But there are records and records!
The ‘Special Branch’ maintains voluminous but secretive records – namely, ‘files’ on the regime’s opponents, critics and dissidents. Such files serve the
agendas of those who, among other things, readily
use the Internal Security Act to contain all kinds of
alleged ‘threats to national security’. These kinds of
records help to intimidate a lot of citizens and turn
them into a ‘silenced majority’, the better for limiting, abusing or denying their fundamental rights
and liberties.
However, other types of records – such as the pains-

taking, accurate and moving chronicles of violations
of human rights and of struggles against those violations – are an integral part of the deep memory of
a nation. Without such records, human rights abuses
and violations would be the easier to forget – and,
thereby, easier to perpetrate.
Certainly, we need to retain a clear memory of ‘what
was done to whom’ and ‘who resisted what and
when’. Otherwise, ‘We will have to repent in this
generation not merely for the vitriolic words and
actions of the bad people, but for the appalling silence of the good people’, as none other than that
great fighter for human rights, Martin Luther King,
Jr once wrote from Birmingham Jail.
For these reasons, human rights records – in the
form of systematic and authoritative assessments of
the human rights situation – are indispensable to
the continuing work of a broad-based movement that
serves as the conscience of our nation. With full and
honest records of actual episodes, real people and
specific consequences, the movement’s unceasing
defence of human rights gains a rich life and a compelling cause beyond abstractions and rhetoric.
Thus, I wholeheartedly urge concerned Malaysian
citizens to digest carefully what the Human Rights
Report 2004 so valuably records and present – and
then to stand up and be counted as members of the
national human rights movement.
Speaking as the President of Aliran, which continuously cooperates with SUARAM, other organizations
and concerned individuals to advance the cause of
human rights protection in Malaysia, I extend my congratulations and best wishes to SUARAM for publishing the Human Rights Report 2004.
For Freedom, Justice and Solidarity
5 May 2005
The above is a Foreword to the Suaram
Human Rights Report 2004

We will have to repent in this generation not merely for the
vitriolic words and actions of the bad people, but for the
appalling silence of the good people.
- Martin Luther King Jr
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OBITUARY

Champion of the downtrodden
From village hero, V David rose to become a pillar
of the Malaysian workers’ movement
by K George
orn on 26 August 1932
in a squatter settlement
at the 3rd mile, Klang
Road, Kuala Lumpur, V
David started his life in abject poverty. His father, S Vethamuthu,
had a small farm and a herd of
cattle for survival. As he grew
older, David had to help his father by going to houses around the
area delivering milk daily. Despite
this, he managed to complete his
Senior Cambridge. As the years
rolled by, his mother became a
widow, burdened with the task of
bringing up her only son.

B

Under the circumstances, it was
only natural that mother and son
became inseparably close. Even
after his mother’s demise, she remained close to his heart until the
last day of his life. It is no exaggeration to say that David used to
visit his mother’s grave very often — not only every year on the
occasion of her birthday, death
anniversary, etc but whenever he
stood for election, started a union,
contested for leadership position
and even before embarking on
other important event. To him, she
was a saint whose blessing he
sought before undertaking any
venture.
In 1954, he enrolled with the University of Louisville, Kentucky,
USA for a course in Economics,
Political Science and Industrial
Relations. At the same time, he

also attended a course on Labour
Unions organised by the AFLCIO, the American National Trade
Union Centre. Even when he was
deeply involved in trade union
and political activities, he continued his tertiary education. In
1980, he obtained a Masters in
Commerce degree from the University of New Delhi. A few years
later his thesis on international
relations was accepted by Pacific
Western University, California,
USA, which awarded him a doctorate.

Compassion for the
downtrodden
Even when David was in his
teens, he was a hero in his village.
The villagers often sought his advice and guidance. David’s compassion for the poor and downtrodden was natural, simply because of the condition in which
he grew up. His first venture in
1953 was to form a trade union
known as the Selangor Mill Workers Union (SMWU), which inteAliran Monthly : Vol.25(6) Page 14

grated with the Selangor Factory
Workers Union. In 1955, the union’s name was changed to the
National Union of Factory and
General Workers (NUFGW). It
was one of the “General Unions”
that was recognised by the British colonial rulers.
On 31 August 1957, Malaya became independent. The NUFGW
became so strong and popular
under the leadership of the youthful V David that even the workers
in the plantation industry preferred to be members of the new
union. The Alliance government
of independent Malaya detained
David and amended the labour
law to ensure the automatic
deregistration of all existing general unions at that time. Since
then, our democratic government
has never granted registration of
general unions! David was subsequently released.
He became even more popular loved by the working masses and
disliked by the capitalists. Soon,

he was approached by the Transport Workers Union (TWU) to be
its executive secretary. He travelled by truck and enrolled thousands and thousands of workers
in the transport industry. Soon he
was elected the General Secretary
of the TWU and held on to that
position unchallenged even after
he had suffered two strokes.

Youngest

MP

at

26

In the 1959 General Election,
David, already a member of the
Labour Party, which formed a coalition with other opposition parties known as the Socialist Front,
contested and won, becoming a
Member of Parliament for
Bangsar as well as Selangor State
Assembly member. At 26, he was
the youngest Member of Parliament – bold, vigorous and committed.
By mid 1960s, the registration of
the Labour Party was cancelled.
Its leaders like Dr Tan Chee
Khoon, Veerappan, Tan Pock Kin,
David and others decided to seek
the registration of another party. I
was then the General Secretary of
the Federation of Armed Forces
Civilian Staff Union as well as
Vice-President of the MTUC and
of CUEPACS. Like David, I too
believed that trade unions had to
involve themselves in politics. It
was not an unusual phenomenon
but a fact that was visible all over
the world.
I was invited by the group to join
and help with the formation of
Gerakan. It was during this period that I grew closer to David. I
am proud to claim that both of us
knew what poverty was and that
our commitment to struggle for the
welfare of workers became a passion. David stood on a Gerakan

ticket in the General Elections in
1969 and was elected to Parliament as MP for Datuk Keramat in
Penang. However, being a civil
servant and father of three young
children, I decided to carry on
with my job and union activity.
Gerakan became a very popular
party and received multiracial
support. In the May 1969 General
Election, the party captured the
state of Penang and formed the
government with Dr Lim Chong
Eu as Chief Minister. But within
two years, it was embroiled in a
leadership crisis, resulting in Dr
Lim taking full control of
Gerakan. Professor Alatas, Dr Tan
Chee Khoon, David and other
leaders left Gerakan and formed
Pekemas, which contested in the
1974 General Election. Out of over
90 candidates, only Dr Tan Chee
Khoon retained his seat as the MP
for Kepong constituency. Pekemas
did not last long. Subsequently,
David joined the DAP.
He was elected to parliament on
the DAP ticket in 1978 for
Damansara and was successfully
returned in 1986 and 1990 for
Puchong. But in 1995, David did
not contest because of health reasons.

Indomitable

spirit

While holding the post of TWU
General Secretary, he represented
the union in the Executive Council and the Working Committee of
the MTUC. He was elected as one
of its Vice-Presidents in 1971 - a
position he held until 1976. Two
years later, he was elected the Secretary General of the MTUC. In
1979, he was elected to the governing body of the International
Labour Organisation (ILO). He
held on to this prestigious posi-
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tion and the post of Secretary General of the MTUC until 1992.
Apart from the above positions,
he was also a Council Member
of the International Transport
Federation and President of the
World Tamil Federation for some
time.
David became the “guest” of the
government for the fourth time in
October 1987 along with 105 others - innocent victims of Operation
Lalang under the obnoxious Internal Security Act. This time he
had to spend 222 days in the
Kamunting Detention Camp. It
could not break his indomitable
spirit which remained intact. All
his life he committed himself to
the struggle for workers’ rights,
social justice, freedom and democracy. He had been a persistent
critic of the government’s capitalistic policies and its unjust refusal
to grant citizenship to the Indian
plantation workers who were
born in this country in spite of
their pioneering economic contribution to this nation.
In his final three years, he became
bed-ridden. His wife, Grace
Sivapakiam, took special care of
her husband until the last day on
July 10, 2005. Their only son, Norman David 22, who is studying
medicine in Bangalore, India, was
present at the time of his father’s
demise.
V. David will be remembered as a
pillar of the Malaysian workers’
movement for many years to come.
His memory will be cherished and
recalled with fondness as someone who had given his best for the
workers and who had sacrificed
the best part of his life in the struggle to uplift the poor and the downtrodden. q

ENVIRONMENT

Are our hills alive
with the sound of music?
The Kinta Valley's stunning limestone hills are being scarred
and cut down
by Fan Yew Teng
he movie The Sound of
Music was and still is one
of my all-time top movies. Yes, a very moving
storyline of the Von Trapp family
in Austria, caught up by the nasty
intrusion of Nazi politics, the romance and the utter courage of
their clever escape. Yes, the fantastic songs, the lovely face and
golden voice of Julie Andrews,
and the antics of the Von Trapp
children. Yes, all that and more.

T

For me personally, it is also Salzburg, the beauty of which you’ve
got to see to believe. In 1970 I was
fortunate to be there in May, with
yellow buttercups covering the
fields everywhere, and those
lovely castles on the surrounding
hills. And music, of course.
Austria — and for that matter
Switzerland also — has always
stuck in my mind as a country
which knows how to live in harmony with her hills and mountains. As a matter of fact, the thriving tourism industry of Austria is
based on the mountainous territory of the eastern Alps, the many
snowfields, glaciers and snowcapped peaks, and the Danube
River and the forests and woodlands.

Kinta Valley ’ s
priceless
heritage
Except for the obvious weather difference, Ipoh and the Kinta Valley
are similarly — perhaps even
equally — blessed with lovely hills
and mountains. Yes, our very own
blue mountains! Of stunning
beauty, glory and dignity. Awe-inspiring, even though most of us
seem to take them for granted, oblivious perhaps to one of God’s
greatest gifts to us, besides the
raintrees in our midst and which
our unelected local councils seem
so eager to cut down from time to
time — all in the idiotic name of
development of course.

limestone which has been eroded
by dissolution, producing towers,
fissures, sinkholes, etc. The word
karst is German, the name of a
limestone region in Slovenia.
The MKS enlightens us that most
of Malaysia’s limestone deposits
are karst. In the Kinta Valley, for
example, limestone hills — which
are the limestone outcrops that we
see — occupy only 0.2 per cent of
the total limestone deposits. The
rest is basement limestone, which
is below the ground. Just imagine
the great wonder of it all. God
truly works in mysterious ways
for our benefit, often.

I am a proud member of the
Malaysian Karst Society based in
Ipoh itself. The MKS is a non-profit
NGO, formed to conserve karst
areas in Malaysia.

The Kinta Valley is home to the
largest limestone deposits in the
country. In no other city in Malaysia are these fantastic formations so visible or plentiful as in
Ipoh. Aren’t we lucky?

Karst is landscape underlain by

As the MKS has rightly reminded
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us, “The limestone outcrops that
dominate Ipoh’s skyline are a feature that belongs to the whole nation and could be promoted as one
of the nation’s principal attractions.”
It won’t be difficult to convince you
that limestone hills are of “great
importance in scientific, aesthetic,
historical and cultural terms.” The
MKS however, has warned us that
“these unique physical formations
are currently being destroyed.
Massive quarrying activities for
aggregate and other products will
eventually annihilate these wonders of nature.”
The MKS is right to emphasise that
the karst formations “are a unique
natural heritage and a legacy that
should be conserved and left for
our future generations.”

Nature’s

Revenge

Remember the recent landslides
and rockfalls in the Bercham area
which killed some people? The
almost instinctive reaction from
Perak State Exco Member Chang
Ko You was that the victims were
illegal settlers. Not a very intelligent response, and not looking at
all at the big picture.
First, on the question of illegal hillside or cave settlers, why didn’t
the Perak State Government enforce the rules and regulations?
Illegal settlers did not appear two
months ago; they have been
around for decades. So why this
bellyaching about illegality?

state and city authorities had not
allowed the use of explosives for
quarrying activities, the incidence
of such fatal occurences would
most likely have been minimised.
We have to remember that there is
such a thing called “Nature’s Revenge”. When we ill-treat nature,
when we mess with nature in the
name of development through
greedy exploitation for sheer profits, sooner rather than later, we
will have to pay. Yes, it’s payback.
When we cut the hills and trees
indiscrimately, irresponsibly and
even cruelly, we get massive landslides, as we have seen every now
and then in different parts of our
country. Remember the Pos
Dipang tragedy in the Kinta Valley some years ago? Even the
Highland Tower tragedy in
Ampang, Kuala Lumpur, 11 years
ago, which killed more than 40
people, has been attributed to
messing with nature. The legal
rape of nature.
In the final analysis, sustainable
development simply means developing in harmony with and with
deep respect for Mother Nature.
Mother Nature is bountiful, beautiful and kind, but sometimes she
can also get angry especially
when humans try to be too clever:
the disease of being smart without being wise and humble.
In 1967 I was teaching in Tanah
Rata in Cameron Highlands for
six months. The climate then was
cool, misty and mysterious — a
rare and beautiful setting. Not any
more.

Second, Chang’s statement completely ignored the causes of
rockfalls and landslides.

An
Experience
beyond
words

As MKS president Philip Leong
has pointed out, if the relevant

I have seen the wonder of Mount
Fuji from the bullet train between

Aliran Monthly : Vol.25(6) Page 17

Tokyo and Osaka. I have also
been privileged to see the Himalayas at sunrise while flying from
New Delhi to Bangkok. I was able
to experience the mystical while
going up the Khyber Pass and
travelling overland through the
silent yet living mountains of Afghanistan and Iran. An experience beyond words, beyond the
power of description — a sight to
behold and to be enchanted by,
when words are unnecessary,
when silence has its own sound,
its own voice and its own meaning — a meaning deeper than
most others, when you hear the
sound of the music of your soul.
We in the Kinta Valley have been
most fortunate to be endowed with
some of the most lovely hills and
mountains in the world. We can
cut them all down and dot our
landscape with limestone scars
over the next 50 years, or we can
fill them with music and meaning and mystery and beauty — for
our eyes, our minds and our souls
— forever.
Ironically, the hills we neglect and
exploit and slash today have all
the substance and potential of
bringing back the glory days of the
Kinta Valley and perhaps even
Perak itself. Make your choice.
One thing we can be sure though:
if our hills perish, we will perish
too. I believe in the cosmic dance
of karma. q

Fan Yew Teng is a proud
member of the Ipoh-based
Malaysian Karst Society,
a non-profit NGO formed
to conserve karst areas in
Malaysia.
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ment because he has to make the
appeal first.’ A bit of a give-a-way
don’t you think. The party has no
place for a mickey mouse but the
country can have him.
Don’t worry. It’s quite all right to
talk about this case while his appeal is pending because, severe as
the breach was, it is to be dealt
with ‘internally’ by the party’s disciplinary board. No fuss therefore
about not commenting on the case
‘while it is being deliberated on’
for we are not involved in a court
of law.

Isa, not ISA
As our teachers have told us, it is
important to spell correctly and to
get your capital letters correct; otherwise, human rights activists
would be celebrating no end. ‘Isa
to go!’. ‘Osu – Out!’ The fact is the
ISA and OSA are still in place. The
Gerakan Mansuhkan ISA and
those like Aliran’s Charter 2000
advocating the replacement of the
OSA with a Freedom of Information Act have to go on with their
work. Why, in early July, there was
a call by some higher-ups for use
of the ISA against some people
who had boarded the American
aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (probably nuclear-powered if not carrying nuclear-weapons), which
was visiting Malaysia. Yet another call was to use the ISA on
Ayah Pin and Co., whose commune is known as the Sky Kingdom, in Jertih, Terengganu.
First, Isa. Now, wasn’t it just recently that this MB of Negri
Sembilan was the apple of the
former PM’s eye. Short though he
was - and a little on the mickeymouse side in terms of his mannerisms - he was the model of loy-

alty and of how to run a state,
which he ended up doing longer
than his peers. On those grounds,
it was assumed, he was widely respected and so topped the list of
aspirants for the UMNO vice
presidency in the party’s Sept 2004
polls. Following his success he
was a shoo-in for a ministership.
Now, it suddenly appears, he’s
guilty of breaching UMNO’s code
of ethics, having ‘engaged in
money politics to secure votes to
contest for the party vice-presidency.’ Isa’s breach must be considered very serious for he has
been suspended from UMNO for
six years, which essentially
means he’s finished, politically
speaking.
In his appeal, Isa is reported to
have submitted that he had not
held gatherings for delegates but
that the delegates had come to see
him at his ministerial office in KL
City Hall ‘without invitation.’
Nice try, Isa. Blame it on the gatecrashers! The odd thing is that the
PM has called upon Isa to resign
from all his party posts; with regards to his cabinet position, however, the PM reportedly said ‘The
matter does not arise at the moAliran Monthly : Vol.25(6) Page 19

Nonetheless, it was quite ticklish
to hear all those UMNO MPs and
leaders voicing their opposition to
the practice of money politics and
supporting the suspension of Isa.
Nobody has yet proposed that we
ought to go after those who had
accepted monetary or material
gain from Isa and his aides too.
Too many involved (after all, Isa
did receive the highest number of
votes for the VP-ship)? Too compromising an endeavour that
would require that we re-look into
the results of the entire party elections? Better to think that the delegates were upright and that they
had voted for gain only in the solitary Isa case.

Q Q Q Q Q
Osu,

not

OSA

Then there was Osu; that’s Osu
Sukam, one-time federal minister,
Sabah chief minister and UMNO
Sabah chief. He, too, used to be a
favourite of the former PM. It was
on people like Osu that UMNO
had pinned its hopes in Sabah in
the 1994 and 1999 Sabah elections. PBS leader, the then chief
minister, Pairin Kitingan had
been charged on three counts of
graft, which many thought were
politically motivated. (Pairin was

subsequently found guilty on one
charge and fined a meagre
RM1,800 indicating, perhaps, the
lack of severity of the charge.) Osu
and others in UMNO Sabah, on
the other hand, were supposed to
usher in a ‘New Sabah’ that was
‘ bersih, cekap dan amanah’ (clean,
efficient and responsible).
Didn’t UMNO then suspect that
Osu might have been a chronic
gambler? Or did he suddenly become one after becoming Sabah
CM? Are we sure that there was
no money politics involved as he
climbed his way up the UMNO
ladder? At any rate, he played his
way to a debt of RM7.1 mil at the
Ritz Hotel Casino in London. Yet
there was no pip of this UMNO
strongman’s chronic disease until the matter came to public attention via an application by the London casino to the Kota Kinabalu
High Court to enforce an English
High Court judgement against
Osu. OK, Justice Ian Chin dismissed the bid on the grounds that
Osu was encouraged by the casino to gamble on credit as opposed to cash, and that
Malaysians must be protected
from being enticed to gamble on
credit.
The cheek of it all, Osu actually
applied for costs which the Justice correctly rejected. Osu, the
good Justice argued ‘had engaged
in an activity his religion frowns
upon.’ In fact, it is not just Osu’s
Islamic religion, but all religions
that frown on leaders gambling
themselves away, whether on
credit or with cash. Yet, all that
UMNO Sabah saw fit to comment,
initially, was that the RM7.1 mil
was Osu’s ‘personal matter’, ‘a
matter between Osu and the law.’
Thanks to Pak Lah’s intervention,
Osu has since resigned as chief of
his UMNO division.

The point, however, is that stepping down from UMNO positions
should not be the end of the matter. If Osu was allowed to accumulate a debt of RM7.1 mil, how
much did he bring to the casino?
And how much did Isa spend to
win the highest number of votes
in the VP-ship contest? Loads,
presumably. As plain old politicians, how did they come by such
money in the first instance? Let’s
help UMNO rid itself of this
money politics by investigating
this matter further. Bring in the
ACA!

Q Q Q Q Q
Towering

Individuals

Then again, we should not be singling out these two UMNO leaders. For among UMNO’s still active leaders are two other former
MBs/CMs, who have also had how should we put it? - ‘personal
problems’. One of them, who’s not
too proficient in English and unable to read warning signs competently, used to carry bags of
money around the world oblivious to how money can be transferred globally at the push of a
button. Come to think of it, he was
also a bit slow. The second had
the reputation of being what the
Hokkiens call ‘5-8-4’, or ‘lecherous’ in plain ol’ English. Better not
complete this well- known story,
which got somebody else behind
bars for allegedly spreading falsehoods.
Yet another MB, still serving in
Pahang, was neither a gambler
nor 5-8-4. But he was into sign language; not the useful kind that
enables the disabled in speech to
communicate, but the crude and
crass kind. Imagine, this MB, publicly, in foul sign and body language told off some people who
had boo-ed him while he was
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campaigning in a by-election. Yet
he continues in high office and
holds court in UMNO Pahang.
Then there’s Syed Razak, the current MB of Kedah who was down
with paresis earlier this year. He
took leave for five weeks, is now
back at work, but wishes to go on
another long break without relinquishing his MB-ship. Is he so selfless — no, more likely, powercrazed — to ignore the fact that
he’s not well? Is he so indispensable that Kedah UMNO will fall
apart in his absence? Clearly, he
needs a long rest.
Consider his recent pronouncements. Recovered from his paresis, he called on Kedah assembly
members to ‘stay fit to serve the
rakyat’. That’s good advice. But in
late June, he pronounced that
‘elected representatives must pass
the acid test of being able to help
people in distress; they have to be
able to catch snakes, perform first
aid and carry out rescue missions
on land and water.’ ‘It is mandatory for BN assemblymen…to join
the Civil Defence Corps to acquire
such skills’.
Apparently, Syed Razak had led
Kedah’s exco members in joining
the Civil Defence Force. Each was
accorded the honorary title of
major while Syed Razak was
made a colonel, of course. Here’s
the catch: beginning from July, all
assembly members and officials
will begin to march together once
a month on Wednesdays after the
state exco meeting. It appears that
his paresis has spread upwards
to head level, don’t you think? Not
a few assembly members are of the
opinion that he deserves a rest —
a long, long one.
With towering individuals like
these current and former MBs/

CMs, no wonder UMNO has
launched its new Putera wing.
There’s a need to inject new blood,
new ideas, and new vigour into
the party. Not only has money
politics and chronic gambling
crept into the party, paresis is also
creeping in.

Q Q Q Q Q
UUM, and a bit of UM
Back to the snake-catching MB.
There’s a danger that paresis is
spreading beyond the party into
the local universities, or at least to
UUM which is located in Kedah
too, not far from the MB’s place of
residence and work.
Of late, there has been debate in
the mass media about how the
administrators of Malaysia’s ‘oldest and leading university’, located in KL, might have indulged
in questionable practices. Attention has focussed on possible irregularities in recent promotion
exercises, on fidgeting with student marks without the knowledge of the examiners, and on the
loss of highly qualified staff (e.g.
Prof K.S Jomo and Assoc Prof
Terence Gomez who have both
departed for the UN). These allegations come from the university’s
own academic staff association.
While all this is going on, it’s incredible that the higher education
minister goes ahead and appoints
the government’s chief propagandist to head another university, in
this case, UUM.
Having been in charge of Biro Tata
Negara (the National Civics Bureau) for seven years, and more
generally in the bureaucracy for
decades, Dr Nordin Kardi had
been out of touch with academia
goings-on. He is used to crafting
training programmes to instil loyalty and discipline among high

school students and civil servants; so how is he to engage in the
pursuit of academic excellence
and lofty principles like seeking
truth?
No, we’re not exaggerating the
goals of this particular university,
which under the late former VC,
bless his soul, had self-styled
UUM as a ‘world-class managerial university’, even the “Harvard
of the East’. In fact, the old VC’s
selling-point was his enduring
loyalty to those who appointed
him. And he paid back the favour
by establishing the world’s largest and biggest - and probably the
only - ‘Institute of Mahathir
Thought’, whose mission it is to
educate the world about aphorisms like ‘Vision 2020’, ‘Prosper
thy Neighbour’, ‘Look East’,
‘Asian Values’ and “Asian style
democracy’.

from where the man with paresis
resides.

Q Q Q Q Q
APs, not AB’s,
c e r t a inly not Dr M ’ s
APs – that’s Approved Permits.
Introduced in 1970, the AP
scheme to import cars was initially aimed at encouraging
bumiputera entrepreneurs to be involved in the automobile industry. The AP matter captured national attention when former PM,
Dr M, called on AB’s government,
that’s current PM Abdullah
Badawi, to divulge the names of
those who had been given APs.
There had been rumours of a ‘king
of APs’, that ‘everyone working in
[UMNO] HQ had 10 APs and was
making RM8,000 a month selling
them’, Dr M stated. To clear the
air, he called for clarification on
the number of APs issued, who
they went to, what cars were
brought in, and their costs . As advisor to the national car company,
he was especially concerned that

But there were also oddities like
UUM’s attempt to get into the Malaysia Book of Records by planting the university flag simultaneously at 10 am on 25
June at the peak of
seven mountains in the
peninsula. Yes, UUM
has become wellknown internationally
but not the way it intended. For in its attempt to get into the
Book of Records, a
member of the climbing
expedition unexpectedly died, getting the
wire services excited
about
why
this
Harvard of the East
was so interested in
performing stunts like
this, instead of pursuing academic excellence. Like we said,
Sintok, where UUM is
located, is not that far Rafidah Aziz
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these imported cars might
threaten the lifeline of Proton.
A few days later he claimed that
‘improper conduct’ by some AP
holders had caused the country
to lose RM1 billion a year. This
was done via under-declaring the
price of imported cars which
meant a lower collection rate of
import and sales taxes and excise
duties. Dr M also claimed that he
had instructed ‘a minister’ to investigate the situation while he
was still PM, apparently, to no
avail. Dr M was clearly upping
the ante.
Enter International Trade and Industry Minister Rafidah Aziz, the
minister Dr M referred to, who initially replied that it was unnecessary to divulge AP details. In reply, Dr M claimed that 67,000 APs
had been issued the past year,
54,000 of which went to 20 companies, and the remainder to 82
companies. Rafidah had forgotten
how persistent Dr M can be; after
all, he had held the helm for 22
years and had ‘experimented’
with four different deputies until
he eased the way for AB. Finally,
Rafidah was directed by AB to
clarify the matter to the Cabinet
and then to write to Dr M too.
Hey presto! Before you could say
`APs', the list had been made public. Apart from Nasimuddin of Ria
cars fame, two of the other AP
kings were previously attached to
Rafidah's ministry. Hmmm ...
Poor Rafidah, she used to be a favourite of the former PM and had
rushed forward to protest when
Dr M announced his intention to
retire: ‘No, No No…Why Now?’
she had then cried out. Perhaps
she echoed the same sentiments
this past month. In any case, she
was brought to tears by the same

man, for different reasons, of
course. Also, on the first occasion
she was crying when he was going to resign. This time the tears
came as she was saying ‘I will not
resign!’

Q Q Q Q Q
Going

Potters

Look at these two photographs. At
first glance it seems as though the
people in charge have gone potters – both are simply gigantic
pots. One photo depicts ‘traditional labu’ pots in earthenware
colours, the other, a more regular
looking tea-pot more handsomely
coloured. Look closer. The first
actually has been constructed in

rural Jertih, away from the gaze of
the people, and at no cost to the
public. The second, however, in
Kuala Kangsar (KK), is part of a
beautification project that might
cost some RM51.5 million if the
Perak state government and/or
the Minister of Housing and Local Government Ministry is potters enough to accede to the KK
Municipal Council’s request for
landscaping funds. Come to think
of it, why should there be a need
to threaten the use of the ISA
against the first group of pottery
loving villagers in Jertih? And if
that be the case, surely the focus
of our attention should be the
wastage of public funds by the KK
group of pottery lovers.

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE: Picture A - The Sky Kingdom in Jertih

Picture B - The landscaping project in Kuala Kangsar
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Money politics is just a
symptom of the real
disease - Corruption
The money used to buy votes and
thus positions in political parties
such as UMNO is said to be ‘forward investment’. When the
amount runs into millions, that
investment cannot possibly be repaid by any increase in salaries
and allowances from government
positions brought about from positions in political party. Thus,
that government position has to
be used to provide earnings larger
that the outlay in “forward investment”.

Letters must not exceed 250 words and must include the writer's
name and address. Pseudonyms may be used. Send letters to :
Editor, ALIRAN MONTHLY, 103, Medan Penaga, 11600 Penang,
Malaysia or e-mail to : aliran_letters@hotmail.com Views
expressed need not reflect those of Aliran. If you are sending
by e-mail please include your message in the e-mail body itself.
We do not open attachments to avoid viruses.

“Grooming 101”
courses at the U?
First 3-year univercity courses
were lengthened to four years to
ensure graduates were well
trained. Then when a new minister helmed the Education Ministry many courses were reduced to
three years so that engineering
and technical stream graduates
could be produced more quickly.
For each change, there was no
public discussion to justify this.
Now they want the courses extended by a year to enhance
graduate personalities. This latest move is the crullest joke of all
because I always thought only the
cream of the crop get into public
universities each year. Now we
learn that these have sorry personalities, which need enhancing.
We will be seeing “Grooming 101”
and “Deportment 101” on the

public university curriculum this
July. Did they teach you not to
slouch at school?
What we need are consistent, fair
rational decisions and policies to
assure us of the quality of education. These are the hallmarks of a
great education system that will
attract students from outside the
country.
RJ Noel
Kuching

Not all are Dato’s
In his article, ‘Corruption spreads
its ugly wings’ (Aliran Monthly
Vol 25:3), K George wrote,
“Abdullah now rules with a cabinet consisting of 92 members – all
of them Dato’s.” Not all cabinet
ministers are Dato’s, please check
your facts.
Reader
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The government of Pak Lah has
declared zero tolerance towards
corruption. We may assume therefore that ministers would not be
involved in corruption. It follows
that his ministers are not involved
in money politics.
Thus, those who are involved in
money politics can only expect to
regain their “forward investments” through obtaining government contracts or obtaining a
share in operating monopolistic
business enterprises.
For as long as government contracts are awarded not based on
competitive tenders, there will be
politicians who continue to make
“forward investments”. The cause
of the problem is clear and simple, and the solution is straight
forward.
Loh

Excess rainwater is
wasted
water?
I generally agree with the gist of
Koon Yew Yin’s excellent article
‘No need for RM6 bn PahangSelangor water transfer project’
(Aliran Monthly Vol 25:3) except

on one count: excess rainwater is
described by Koon as wasted water.
This is the water that goes into
rivers and finally to the sea. This
‘wasted water’ is the water that
sustains life in the rivers and ultimately in the sea. Nutrients
carried by this water sustain life
in the mangroves. A dam stops
the flow of these nutrients and
changes the river regime, thus
killing the rivers and the mangroves, the fauna and the flora.
So we can’t be damming every
river. We might get life-sustaining water from dams but if every
river is dammed and thus killed,
nature will get us by other
means - because we have destroyed the web-of-life that it
provides us for free.

look carefully at those looking to
take over. The new blue-eyed yesyes man of the moment has all the
right credentials especially
minute atoms which partner him
to the sons and in-laws of Mr
Squeaky ... clean?

The most backward nations also
have heavy religious indoctrination programmes by religious dictators who keep the population
illiterate so that they themselves
can enjoy the power that otherwise would not be theirs.

Who says that the arias the ya-ya
man has orchestracted are sellout
concerts? The informed audience
should study the dulcet tones of
annual reports.

Malaysia may be in some areas financially competitive with the
West, but socially it still operates
in the dark ages. It will only become modern socially when it
breaks the shackles of religious
indifference and manipulation by
fundementalists who themselves
are illiterate as to the true meaning of the faith they follow.

The musical chairs being played
in government mean that the winners are always are the ones in
power. Decisions once made are
overturned. Legacies are left to be
broken especially when mega
bucks...oops...projects are concerned.
Chesnut

Rosli Omar
SOS Selangor

Police

arrogance

Government
contracts
change hands with
change of PMs?

I refer to N Sarangabani’s article
‘We were shamed by the police’
in Aliran Monthly Vol 25:3

Amin Shah has been belaguered
and battered on all sides for having been awarded the biggest contract in Malaysian history - now
that’s the real issue!

The victim here is absolutely right
in feeling angry with the antics of
the police. The police should have
at least carried out the raid during the day and done it with dignity. If they can do this without
any regard for people, abuse of
power will prevail and anybody
connected with the authorities
can use this kind of opportunity
to embarass whomever s/he likes.

(According to the EdgeDaily,
Amin may face difficulties maintaining his post as executive
chairman of his flagship company
PSC Industries Bhd (PSCI) in a
potential boardroom tussle. On
June 27, Amin Shah was re-elected
PSCI executive chairman at its
AGM after three major shareholders who collectively hold 42 percent in PSCI, were denied entry for
the lack of proper documentation.
Since then, Amin has further sold
down his direct stake in the company.)
Big bucks attracted big sharks -

OAA

Shamala

case

The case in question highlights
the same problem that has gone
on for centuries - which is that religions are man-made for men
only, and women are there only
for the men’s beck and call.
(Aliran Monthly Vol 27:7)
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E deBouter

Who are
unpopular

these
cronies?

I just recently read Khoo Boo
Teik’s very interesting article “DeMahathirising Malaysia” in
Aliran Monthly Vol 23:8. I just
wanted to ask some follow-up
questions since I am interested in
government-business relations in
Malaysia.
He said in his article, “Despite
being regularly abused, Malaysia
Incorporated’s government-business framework is too entrenched
to be dismantled. But a meaningful moderation of Mahathir’s
adulation of privatisation and the
private sector will require
Abdullah to penalise some unpopular ‘cronies’, and induct
fresh faces to replace non-performing figures in areas of overlapping government and business interests.”
My questions are: Who are these
unpopular “cronies”? Who are
the fresh faces to replace these cronies? Which business figures
have benefited most from government connections? Do you think

this government-business framework still exists in Malaysia?
Bao Ho

Privatise

the

police?

I refer to the article ‘Policing the
Police’ in Aliran Monthly Vol 22:9.
We should just privatise the police force so it can be run in a more
efficient manner. What do you
think?
Azman

• One can approach the government to privatise anything: medical testing of foreign workers,
credit card merchant terminals,
insurance company access to road
tax link, holograms, and even football association will be able to hire
accounting firm for consultancy.
All you have to do is to get a twoman consulting outfit close to the
finance authorities to bid.
Cannot Dos
• Don’t hold hands in private
parks; the entire prosecution force
will come down on you like a ton
of bricks. State government heads
will seek extra funds to set up
snooping squads
• Don’t point out instances of the
government not following the law
in parliament. If you are a member, you will be suspended
• Please don’t make April Fool
jokes at the expense of the government; they will research the law
and come out with a stern warning in parliament
Law/Economics Consultant
Petaling Jaya

A guide to laws
in
Malaysia
Can Dos
• Big Business can rape a hill and
make massive profits; any infringement of the law will be met
with a slap on the wrist and a
piddly fine.
• Anti-pollution and anti-toxic
laws are just cosmetic; one can
operate smoke-emitting lorries
and toxic-waste producing factories with ease; no prosecution will
be forthcoming and any outspoken DOE officer will be reminded
of the OSA.

No

consultation
on
health
insurance
scheme
The shadow of a national health
insurance scheme has kept flashing sporadically in the national
media. And yet like the “smart
schools”, drug addict rehab programmes and other such illthought out schemes, nobody
seems to know why, when and
how much.
While molly coddling civil servant (God knows how many are
truly civil) with cradle-to-grave
medical treatment, private citizens have to pay for treatment at
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government hospitals. Why
should government officers be
given preferential treatment or, on
the flip side, why should non-government sector Malay-sians have
to pay when they have already
paid the government various taxes
to finance public services such as
health, education and infrastructure.
Why isn’t the government listening to and acting on the feedback
of concerned and informed organisations such as the MMA,
CAP and public interest NGOs.
Isn’t consultation and decision
making on a matter affecting every
Malaysian the hallmark of a government of the people, for the people, by the people? Or has the national health sector been hitched
to a political crony’s scheme to
milk the raknyat again?
If we are a democracy, why is
there no information or consultation or opportunity and channel
for feedback? The national health
budget should not be made a target of plunder by favoured companies while the rakyat, bereft of
public health, continue to dutifully pay their taxes.
R J Noel
Kuching

Make
offenders
sing Negara Ku
on the spot
I fully support the move by the relevant Minister to increase the
awareness of the Negara Ku as a
way of promoting the nationalistic spirit. He had suggested that
the anthem be played in cinemas
and other events though the proposal received a mixed response.
I would suggest that this move be
extended to all levels of events and
occurrences as a way of instilling

the noble national value of cherishing the sanctity of our laws one of the pillars of our Rukun
Negara.
Whenever an illegal act or offence
is committed, the enforcement authorities should make the culprit
sing the national anthem on the
spot. For example, those who
speed, doublepark, rape hills for
development, engage in money
politics, talk without first thinking, throw rubbish everywhere,
put up illegal billboards everywhere while impotent local councils look the other way, don’t pay
taxes, avoid repaying educational
loans, default on hospital bills,
while away their time at office
without doing any work, and engage in corrupt activity should be
made to sing the anthem on the
spot. If they cant, they will have to
keep singing until they get it right.
In this way, the Minister’s noble
aim of instilling the nationalistic
spirit can be achieved and the incidence of illegal acts will be reduced. Talk about a brilliant idea.
Well done to the Minster concerned.
Radha Vengadasalam
Petaling Jaya

Local
are

council
colonial

elections
legacy

I would rather prefer the PSD
(Public Service Dept) to appoint
experienced professional directors to head and manage the divisions or departments of the the
city or town councils and to be
directly responsible to professional Mayors or Presidents.
Local council elections are outdated and would only generate
“political nuisance”, which is not
conducive in a multi-racial country like Malaysia.We simply cannot adopt such a system
anymore.
All city and local councils in the
country should be abolished and
replaced by a Department of City
or Town Administration to take
care of the city and town dwellers. Some of the politicians are really taking advantage of their positions when they are appointed
as councillors. They are actually
“political nuisance” and sometimes causing a lot of confusion
by manipulating certain policies
affecting the public in order to suit
their vested interests.
Pak Din

Cruel to set live
birds on fire
I came across this photo which
would have been more appropri-

I refer to Karpal Singh’s piece
‘Bring back local council elections’
in Aliran Monthly Vol 25 Issue 3.
There is no need to have local
council elections. It was a system
introduced by our former colonial
administrators.
As Malaysians, we have to continue to be creative in our thinking in order to move forward. We
ought to find a better alternative
to administer a city or a town to
suit our environment.
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ate for your article on bird flu
“When the virus comes knocking
on heaven’s door” in Aliran
Monthly Vol 24:9.
It shows a live chicken on fire trying to escape from the pyre onto
which it and other live birds had
been thrown - somewhere in Malaysia.
Burning animals alive is a cruelty
that demeans human worth and
diginity, in my view.
B J Kalmbach
Madison, WI, USA

In

love

with

Sepet

I refer to the article Wong Soak
Koon’s article “Discussing Sepet
over tau chooi” in Aliran Monthly
Vol 25:3.
I fell in love with the film Sepet
and hope to purchase a copy.
However, I have failed to get it
online. Do you have any advice?
By the way, the start of the film
features a drawing that is similar
to one of my friend’s art pieces.
Yasmin Chua
Editor: Please refer to http://
yasminthestoryteller.blogspot.com/
for more information

REGIONAL

J i n n a h – H ow much secular,
how
much
communal?
Neither uncritical adulation nor total condemnation
of Jinnah will do
by Asghar Ali Engineer
hri L.K.Advani’s recent
statements about Jinnah
describing him as a secular leader has raised a
storm of controversy about him in
India and large number of people
are writing and expressing their
opinions about him. It is quite
natural. Jinnah, at best, will remain a controversial figure in India for a long time to come.
Advani’s statement came as a
shock not only to the Sangh
Parivar but also to any secularists.
Advani and his Parivar had always reviled Jinnah and hence
the shock.

S

It is difficult to guess why Advani
said what he did in Karachi. Did
he become sentimental in his
‘home town’? Was he overwhelmed by the reception and
hospitality he got in Pakistan as
he and his Parivar had always
demonised Pakistan? Or was he
trying, as some politically aware
people think, to project his image
as a moderate now after his tryst
with extremism? And if so why
his temptation for moderation?
One surmise is that he is eying the
prime ministership of India if ever
the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) comes back to power again

as Vajpayee is too old to be in the
prime ministerial chair again.

A

change

of

heart?

However, it could also be a genuine change of heart. One cannot
rule out that possibility also.
Advani had joined the RSS when
he was in Karachi and hence espoused communal ideology based
on hatred of Muslims and, much
more, on hatred of Muslim League
and its leaders. Ideology always
creates certain simplistic beliefs
and divides the world into black
and white ignoring all inbetween shades.
Ideology often becomes
blinkers and makes its
believers ignore complex
realities while treading
the straight path of ideology. Hence they become
victims of their own ideological beliefs. Advani, as
a believer in the Hindutva
ideology, could be no exception. But when one
comes face-to-face with
reality and experiences
something contrary to
one’s ideology, one could
be easily shaken and

Jinnah

Aliran Monthly : Vol.25(6) Page 27

change one’s view. It is difficult to
say whether Advani had changed
his views genuinely in the light of
his experiences in Pakistan. However, I am inclined to think there
is an element of genuineness in
Advani’s changed view of Jinnah.
One thing is sure: Advani did not
retract his statement back home in
India. He stuck to his guns. Usually, politicians take recourse to
having been misquoted by the
media; he did not make any such
plea. But under intense pressure
from the Parivar, he only partly

retracted, saying he did not
say Jinnah was secular but
that Jinnah’s concept of the
state was. No one can deny
Jinnah’s speech on 11 August
1947 in the Pakistan Constituent Assembly. In that respect
Advani cannot be faulted.
Also it is a fact that Jinnah was
described as an ‘ambassador
of Hindu-Muslim unity’ by
Sarojini Naidu after Jinnah
helped forge the Lucknow
Pact between the Congress
and Muslim League in 1916.
Here too Advani cannot be
faulted.

Nehru

But the question is did
Advani not know all this before
he went to Karachi? If he did, why
he did keep on demonising Jinnah
along with his political Parivar?
Why did he make such a statement only after going to Pakistan?
The only possibility is that either
he is now trying to project his image as a moderate. Or, since the
RSS has demanded his resignation and he has agreed to resign
from the BJP presidentship at the
end of 2005, he now wishes to go
down in history as a changed
man. Anyway, after he resigns as
president of the BJP, he may not
have a politically crucial role to
play in the Sangh politics.

Maligned
and
misunderstood
Having said this, another important question is how to characterise Jinnah? Was he communal or
secular? One columnist has suggested Jinnah was “pseudo-communal” and more westernised
than an authentic Muslim. It is
very difficult to honestly assess
Jinnah in India. His name arouses
strong emotions as he is seen as

solely responsible for dividing the
country. It is not only the Sangh
Parivar that condemns Jinnah
and his role but even the Indian
secularists see him as culprit, if
not communal, for dividing India.
M.N. Roy, a noted rationalist intellectual and activist, wrote, “Mohammed Ali Jinnah was the most
maligned and misunderstood
man. That experience made him
bitter and it was very largely out
of spitefulness that he pursued an
object, the attainment of which
placed him in the most difficult
position. Jinnah was not an idealist in the sense of being a visionary; he was a practical man possessed of great shrewdness as
well as of more than average intelligence.”
And, for Pakistanis, he is everything - father and founder of the
nation. He is beyond any criticism.
In fact, Jinnah to Pakistanis is
what Mahatma Gandhi is to Indians or perhaps a combination of
Mahatma Gandhi and Nehru.
One cannot think of Pakistan
without Jinnah. Pakistan would
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not have come into existence
without him. Though this is
true, the question is was
Jinnah solely responsible for
the creation of Pakistan? Was
Pakistan more an accident of
history than the outcome of a
pre-planned operation long
cherished by Jinnah? There
is no evidence to show that
operation Pakistan was preplanned and a long cherished
dream of Jinnah.
Jinnah began as nationalist
and was an active supporter
of Congress nationalism. He
was liberal and was described as ‘Muslim Gokhale’.
He had joined Congress and went
to the Muslim League on his own
conditions and brought them together through the Lucknow Pact
in 1916. In Jinnah’s life, 1928 was
a crucial year when the Nehru
Committee turned down his demand for 33 per cent of seats for
Muslims in Parliament. It is again
debatable whether his demand
was justified and whether such a
demand could be met in any political democracy. Maulana Azad
himself rejected this demand in
the AICC session when the Nehru
Committee report was discussed
there.
The second turning point was the
1937 elections in which the Muslim League lost heavily and the
Congress went back on it promise
to take two League ministers in the
U. P. cabinet. For Jinnah, it was a
great betrayal. It was the final
break off from Congress in a way though not the ultimate one. The
ultimate break-off point came in
1946, when Nehru made a statement that changes in the Cabinet
Mission Plan could not be ruled
out. After the 1946 fall elections,

the Congress and Muslim League
had formed a composite government. Thus, one cannot say that
even after passing the two- nation
theory resolution, Jinnah had
made up his mind for Pakistan.

Was
Partition
inevitable?
All available evidence shows that
even after that resolution of 1940,
Indian unity could have been
saved if a satisfactory power-sharing arrangement could have been
worked out. It would be very difficult to maintain that Jinnah alone

Gandhi

was responsible for the creation
of Pakistan, much less Pakistan
being a long-cherished dream of
Jinnah. And how can one ignore
the ignoble role of British imperialism in the partitioning of the
country.
Partition was not only the culmination of the British divide-andrule policy but also the result of a
definite political design to bring
about the partition of the country.
A united India would have

strengthened the socialist camp
led by the Soviet Union and would
have posed a great challenge to
imperialist powers both in China,
which was heading towards a
communist revolution, and in the
Middle East, which was rich in
oil resources.
Thus an honest assessment of
Jinnah would require taking into
account various complex forces in
operation then in South, Southeast
and West Asia. Jinnah, for all
these and various other reasons,
cannot fit into any neat political
category – communal or secular.
He was secular, if seen in
his social and personal
context. He was far from a
religious fanatic, as the
Sangh Parivar would like
to project him. He hardly
ever subscribed to any religious dogmas. He was
far closer to Nehru in this
respect. He was struggling for Muslim and not
Islamic politics. He
wanted a ‘Muslim homeland’ rather than an Islamic state. He was more
of an advocate fighting
his case than a mass
leader or a visionary.
It is true the result of his
politics was partition of the country and hence he is dubbed as a
communalist. But, as we have
seen, despite his ‘two nations’
theory, he did not really want a
separate state of Pakistan but a
power-sharing arrangement,
which did not work out to his satisfaction. There is some evidence
to show that, for him, partition
was more of a temporary affair
than a permanent division. He
wanted to spend his last days in
Mumbai, where he had built a
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house for himself and he greatly
cared for it so much so he requested Nehru not to let it to any
commoner but to some foreigner
or to some royal house. The correspondence to this effect between
Nehru and Jinnah is on record for
anyone to see.

Highly

controversial

The Indian Muslims also have a
grievance against him. He left
them in a lurch. All Muslims did
not agree with his partition
project. In fact, only the elite Muslims of U. P. and Bihar fell for him.
Muslim majority areas were indifferent to him and to Muslim
League politics and so were the
poor and lower-class Muslims, for
whom the Pakistan project
brought no benefit, political or
economic. The Jamiat-ul-Ulama –
e-Hind was also totally opposed
to the creation of Pakistan.
Thus Jinnah will remain highly
controversial in the Indian subcontinent, evoking great admiration for some and total condemnation by others. This is inevitable. There are very few who would
take a balanced view keeping all
the factors into account. Neither
uncritical adulation nor total condemnation of Jinnah will do. A
critical evaluation is highly necessary. Perhaps more time might
be needed for this. Half a century
may not be enough on history’s
time scale. q

Asghar Ali Engineer is associated with the Centre
for Study of Society and
Secularism in Mumbai
www.csss-isla.com

GLOBAL JUSTICE MOVEMENT

G8

Gleneagles

Stages, stooges and a week of dissent
by John Hilley
ll the world may be a
stage. But stage management often comes with
unwelcome scenes for
the powerful. Just as Tony Blair
was showcasing his G8 ‘plan for
Africa’ at Gleneagles and basking
in Britain’s Olympic triumph, the
image was suddenly shattered by
terrorist carnage in London. In
the same week, Blair and Chancellor Gordon Brown sought to
choreograph the Make Poverty History (MPH) event through smiling
photo shots with pop campaigners Bob Geldof and Bono.

A

In response, many came to ask
whether the MPH and Live8 spectacles were, like the G8, anything
more than safe set pieces. And
when the curtain came down on
the final communiqué, a more
discerning audience of NGOs and
activists gave their reviews of the
great G8 ‘package’: another
dressed-up version of a tired old
performance.

A

week

of

protest

As the week of protest commences,
unease is growing at the hi-jacking of MPH by Blair-soft NGOs
and aligned celebrities. (The ZNet
article ‘Making Poverty History’
by Stuart Hodkinson provides all
the relevant insights.) Of course,
a great number of the participants
here see beyond the hype. But,

Bob Geldof:
Clouded judgement

while the concerts and white circle of 225,000 MPH marchers
around Edinburgh suggest a sincere groundswell of public feeling,
the media gloss and cosy overtures to Blair have obscured the
real causes of poverty in Africa:
neoliberal conditionalities and
corporate exploitation.
Part of the whitewash is the exclusion of dissident voices from
the main MPH stage in Edinburgh. Undeterred, thousands
are at the Coalition Against The
War stage, pushed to the furthest
end of the park. Echoing Walden
Bello’s criticism of the snub,
George Monbiot speaks of the
“false consensus” being peddled
between “Blairo”, “Browno” and
the pop celebs. Citing the real corporate mechanisms keeping African economies at heel, Monbiot
believes there is “no serious critique of power” within the MPH
campaign, as in how the G8 implement their corporate agenda
through the World Bank and IMF.
His words denote how many
North-based NGO have been
caught up in a ‘revolving door’
lobby-and-reform relationship
with government rather than the
radical agenda for structural
change sought, more readily, by
NGOs in the South.
Also on show throughout the
week is the supporting cast of po-
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lice enforcement, aided by an extensive surveillance network. In
contrast to the smooth corralling
of Black Bloc anarchists at the Saturday event, robocop-style riot
police are in less passive mood
during Monday’s Carnival of Full
Enjoyment on Edinburgh’s
Princes Street. As the Clown
Army, a theatrical troupe of peace
activists, do their ‘pacification of
authority’ routines, the police decide to close down the party. Black
clad riot squads — looking eerily
like the masked Black Bloc — force
their way into the crowd causing
panic and retaliation. Part of the
11,500 strong force drafted in from
across the UK, their strong-arm
approach is widely reported by
local bystanders. While the protest at Faslane nuclear base that
day passes off peacefully, similar
complaints over tension-fuelled
policing are made next day at a
protest outside the Dungavel asylum detention centre. Both look
like warning messages before the
Wednesday Gleneagles march.

The

people diverted
will never
be
defeated

...

From the outset, the police have
opposed any protest outside the
Summit. Reluctantly, goodwill negotiations by G8 Alternatives and
pressure from civil liberties
groups have forced them to concede. But the Chief Constable’s
co-operative assurances are illusory. In Edinburgh, the police prevent many coaches from leaving,
telling the protestors the march
has been cancelled and tricking
organisers into an arrest situation.
Other officers join buses on the
road to Gleneagles advising people to turn back. Mobile calls to
the march organisers confirm the
ruse, with news of underhand tactics prompting more calls to local
media. Angered at their containment, the Edinburgh contingent
stage an impromptu march, closing down Princes Street, another
embarrassing own goal for the
police.
In further cat-and-mouse games,
approach roads all over the
Gleneagles area are closed off.
Buses are searched and sent in
time-wasting directions. At one
dispiriting point, our coach from
Glasgow finds itself lost down a
dirt track road. Back on course, a
spirited chant goes up: “The people/ united/ will never be defeated”. To which comes the lone
refrain from the back: “The people/ diverted/ will never be defeated.” It’s a galvanising Monty
Python moment.
Belying weeks of hyped fear, the
good folk of Auchterarder, the
small village adjoining the summit hotel, are outside their shops
and houses waving to the protest

buses. It’s a convivial,
happy atmosphere
with no sign of trouble. George Galloway
walks alongside smiling, ready to address
the 10,000 crowd. He
also has tales of harassment, his own car
having
being
searched en route.

George Galloway

As the march reaches
the fortified approach to the hotel, a small number are intent on
more direct action, rattling and lifting the fence. On their own they
have little chance of breaking past
the multiple rows of shielded officers. Then, inexplicably, the riot
police push the fence sections
open and wade into the general
crowd, batons flying, causing an
alarming crush. One man beside
me in a wheelchair is lifted to
safety across a fallen barrier.
Turning past the gates, some
protestors have moved into a
nearby field, some managing to
displace another part of the heavily-guarded fence. The reaction is
swift, with riot police attacking
the crowd. The ensuing stand-off
scene is surreal. Amid rows of
lush green crops, the Clown Army,
an American-style marching band
and other peace activists engage
in eclectic, colourful protest.
The fence reinstated, a movement
of visored riot police, horse
mounted divisions and yellowjacketed officers begin a surround
and sweep operation. From seemingly nowhere, the dark roar of an
enormous military Chinook
swoops in low menacing circles
around the crowd. Others ferry in
more riot police. Gradually, the
field people are herded back onto
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the road, a fair number bloodied
and bruised by police batons.

Selecting

the

pictures

Predictably, the news images concentrate on the fence confrontation rather than the mainly peaceful demonstration. Footage of anarchist disruption in nearby Stirling is worked in to imply similar
intent at the Gleneagles event. All
part of the ‘good-protestor’ — ‘bad
protestor’ distinction insinuated
by the police and media. At no
point is there any honest contrast
between these token incidents
and the mass criminal actions of
the powerful individuals inside
the hotel.
In the course of the week, over 350
people are arrested, many with restrictive bail conditions placed on
their movements. The public are
denied access to many of the court
hearings. Later in the week, the
police surround a peaceful ecovillage and move out protestors.
All told, the police and custodial
operation has been massively disproportionate to the ‘threat’
posed. It is not just a further erosion of civil liberties, but a message of state strength and deterrence to mass activism.
With the London bombings next

day taking centre stage, Blair’s
message is one of ‘civilisational’
resolve: we must continue the war
on terror. The show must go on.
London is, indeed, a scene of inhuman slaughter. The Muslim
community here are appalled.
But, as they and others know,
nothing happens in isolation. As
forewarned by bin Laden and his
proxies: ‘you bomb our cities, we
bomb yours’.
As with the staged political responses, there is gentlemanly media reluctance to suggest that Iraq
and Afghanistan might just be a
reason for the bombing; or that the
so-called war on terror was always likely to fuel greater hatred
and attract young men to a militant cause. Dissident MPs Tony
Benn and George Galloway are
treated as virtual pariahs on BBC
Newsnight for saying so —
though presenter Gavin Esler
draws his interview to a hasty
conclusion when Galloway tells
him that, like others within the
cosy BBC “bubble”, he is a
“parroter of government orthodoxies”.

Curtain call on
the
impostors
As Friday’s ‘credits’ roll on the
great G8 extravaganza, the extent
of the flop is clear to many outside the bubble. Only $15 billion
of the agreed $50 billion aid package is ‘new money’— with the
usual strings attached. Only 18
countries will benefit — again, on
the neoliberal conditions that they
privatise their economies and
open their doors to foreign capital. There is no deal on climate
change, beyond grudging recognition that it is actually happening. Above all, there is no shift on

trade, the most critical issue for
Africa.
At the press call, Blair fields the
media-light questions with ease.
Backstage, the entourage of
policymakers and civil servants
pack up, the fate of Africa’s poor
quietly sealed behind the grand
doors in Perth. At their own press
conference, Geldof and Bono are
effusive in their praise of Blair and
Brown. Paraphrasing Churchill,
Bono announces that “this is not
the end of world poverty but the
beginning of the end”.
In less dramatic tones, an African
co-ordinator for ActionAid says
that Geldof’s posturing to power
has now seriously clouded his
judgement. There is no serious
deal here for Africa. As to Bono’s
homily, she asks, how many times
has Africa been at this ‘beginning
point’?
The World Development Movement are even more scathing: “The
final communiqué is an insult to
the hundreds of thousands of
campaigners who listened in good
faith to the world leaders’ claim
that they were willing to seriously
address poverty in Africa. More
importantly it is a disaster for the
world’s poor...We are furious, but
not surprised.”
MPH’s own uneasy response to
the ‘package’ suggests growing
discomfort with their celebrity element. Expect a more serious rift
to open up now between the ‘reformist’ NGOs and those seeking
radical challenges to power.
As the curtain falls on the
Gleneagles circus, Geldof and his
friends have done a great disservice to the global justice movement.
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‘Don’t mention the war’. Poverty
and Iraq are separate issues, they
argue. They are, of course, nothing of the kind.
The invasion and corporate plunder of Iraq — as recently detailed
by the World Tribunal on Iraq (but
ignored by the mainstream media)
— is part of the same corporate
monolith reaching across Africa.
Bono et al have helped conceal that
reality and protect the war criminals. As such, notes Pilger, “the
contemporary plunderers and
pawnbrokers of [Africa] have
pulled off an unprecedented scam:
the antithesis of 15 February 2003,
when two million people brought
both hearts and brains to the
streets of London.”
Multiple billions of dollars and
pounds are still being spent on the
Iraq occupation. This year, the UK
arms trade to Africa topped £1 billion. Who benefits from either?
Not the poor of Africa or the Middle East. Neoliberalism is tied
umbilically to corporate militarism, both intent on geopolitical
control over the natural resources
of poor and developing nations.
Tragically, the bombing of London
is a predictable outcome of that
whole expansionist process.
Until we expose the real criminal
actors in this escalating global
drama, the stage is set for greater
exploitation of the poor and more
acts of human carnage to come. q

Glasgow-based Dr John
Hilley is the author of
Malaysia: Mahathirism,
and the New Opposition
(London: 2001)

GRAPPLING WITH A TRAGEDY Continued from page 40
at least 37”.
Most newspapers carried a lot of
photographs taken at the four
blast sites. Although I live near
King’s Cross, I would not have
realised the gravity of the bomb
attacks without looking at those
photographs and watching the
news on television.

tacks, he believed they were the
result of the UK government’s involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan.
“This is what you should expect
when you bomb other people’s
country,” Joe said.
I was taken aback by his comment.
While I did not share his sentiment on this matter, I decided not
to say anything in response, to
avoid the possibility of an unpleasant debate on the matter.
The next day I bought several
major newspapers in the UK to
look at the way they reported the
bomb attacks. The headline of the
right-wing Daily Telegraph read
“Al-Qa’eda brings terror to the
heart of London”, while the leftleaning Guardian’s headline was
“London’s day of terror”.
The Independent also carried a
short headline. It simply read:
“Terror comes to London”. Others carried much longer headlines. The influential Financial
Times’ (FT) headline, for example, read: “Blair blames Islamist
terrorists as London attacks kill

On the whole, I was impressed by
the wide range of opinions carried
by the UK media in response to
the bomb attacks in London. Flipping through those newspapers,
I found Joe’s sentiment echoed by
prominent anti-war campaigners
such as British maverick MP
George Galloway, columnist
Robert Fisk and Tariq Ali.
According to the FT, Galloway
said Londoners had “paid the
price” for British Prime Minister
Tony Blair’s decision to go to war
in Iraq and Afghanistan. He also
called for the withdrawal of British troops in Iraq in order to remove people in the UK from
“harm’s way”.
After reading about Galloway’s
statement, I cautiously raised the
issue with Joe. “Don’t you think
your comment yesterday was insensitive?”
In response to this, Joe argued that
was his rational opinion of the
motive behind the bomb attacks.
Unsatisfied, I probed him further:
“How would you feel if it’s our
relatives or friends who were hurt
in those attacks?”
There were many posters of missing persons around central London following the bomb attacks on
July 7. The media also reported the
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agony of the families of the missing persons as the authorities
struggled to identify the dead.
Surprisingly, Joe said he had only
earlier thought about the matter.
He pointed out that there were
some family members of those
killed in the September 11, 2001
terror attacks who were also
against the US-led war in Afghanistan and Iraq.
Joe, however, admitted that he had
no clear answer to that question.
“I don’t know if I can be as rational as I am now under those
circumstances,” he said.
I am unconvinced that pulling
troops out of Iraq and Afghanistan
alone will stop terrorist attacks.
Yet, I hope I am wrong about this,
because it would be great if longlasting peace would be achieved
just by doing that.
Being a sceptic, I wonder what
guarantee is there for terrorists to
stop killing innocent civilians
when they believe it is an effective
method to achieve their political
objectives even after the US and
the UK have withdrawn their
troops. Maybe I am a pessimistic
realist while Joe is an optimistic
liberal on the matter.
I reckon that how a person responds to the recent bomb attacks
in London and other places depends on how the person views
human nature. Perhaps there is no
clear answer except for the position that you choose to take on the
matter.
I dare not claim that my position
is right. Like Joe, I also have no

answer to many difficult questions. Therefore, I sometimes think
it is better not to say anything at
all, lest I sound insensitive or ignorant.

LONDON TRAGEDY

A City in Shock

Yet, talking to Joe also made me
realise that one should not be
afraid to take a stand, regardless
of how others would think.

In the aftermath of the explosions, a
Malaysian student surveys the streets of
London

“Should we suppress our opinions just because it happened
here? What about the killings that
happened elsewhere?” Joe said in
response to my suggestion that we
should be “sensitive” in expressing our opinions.

by Kevin Tan

While Joe is vehemently opposed
to the murder of innocent civilians, he felt the bomb attacks in
London should not be sensationalised out of proportion, especially
in relative to the sufferings of others elsewhere.
“There’s no difference between the
suffering of those affected by the
bomb attacks in London and the
innocent civilians in Iraq or Afghanistan,” he said.
Although my position on the
causes of terrorist attacks still differs from Joe's, I am coming to
terms with his argument that we
should not hold back our opinions
just to please others.
Above all, I found out my initial
apprehension was unfounded.
Despite our differences in opinion, my conversations with Joe on
the matter until now have been
nothing but pleasant. q
Kevin Tan is a postgraduate student in the School
of Oriental and African
Studies in London.

t’s hard to imagine bomb
explosions, believed to
be terrorists’ attacks,
took place just a stone’s
throw away from where I stay. My
hostel is located in Penton Rise,
which is less than a kilometre
away from King’s Cross Station.

I

I came to know about the bombing incident rather late. I was still
in bed when I was awakened by a
phone call from my friend, Suen,
at about 10.15 am (6.15 pm
Malaysian time). She told me that
there were some explosions in
London and advised me not to
take the tube (the nickname for
London’s subway system).
At first, I did not take it seriously.
I told her I would still go to school,
which is located near Russell
Square. That way, I could also see
for myself what really transpired.
Still in a daze, I tried going online
to check the news, but my Internet
connection was down. So I went
to the kitchen in my flat and
switched on the radio. The host
was already discussing the explosions in London.
At that time, there was still no
confirmation whether the explosions were due to terrorist attacks.
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Although my flat was located on
the highest floor (7th floor) and
my kitchen overlooks a part of
London, I did not notice anything
unusual that morning.
After changing my clothes, I went
downstairs to the common room
and found a small crowd gathered in front of the television. The
television, however, was not functioning properly that morning.
Although it had no sound, we
could sense how serious the explosions were from what we saw
on screen.
Shortly, I left the common room
and walked from my hostel to
nearby Pentonville Road, heading
towards King’s Cross station. It
was about 11 am. There were a lot

rare sight of caring Londoners.
While policemen and emergency
workers carried out their duties,
kind residents in Tavistock Road
offered free drinks for everyone.

more pedestrians walking up
Pentonville Road than usual. A
row of empty buses was already
lined up by the side of the road.
Remembering that Suen told me a
bus had just blown up near
Russell Square, I avoided walking
near those buses as I strolled down
Pentonville Road.

Sealed

Off

At the junction of Pentonville and
King’s Cross Road was a small
crowd of people. Some were walking up Pentonville Road, perhaps
to search for an alternative route,
while others were just idling
along the road. A television station crew was also there.
I could not proceed further beyond
that as the police had already
sealed off the area.
After taking some photographs
there, I decided to walk to my university campus near Russell
Square following my usual route.
On the way there, I met a schoolmate. He said I would not be able
to enter campus as the police had
already sealed off its surrounding
areas.
Yet, I was interested to see the situation there for myself. Russell

Square is just 20 minutes away.
However, I could not even go near
my school; a police line was established in the middle of
Tavistock Road. A bus had earlier
exploded near Tavistock Square,
which is just several hundred
metres away from Russell Square.
Waiting near the police line were
several television crews and reporters. Some of them were exchanging notes. I also saw ambulances moving in and out of the
area. I could only hope most of
them were there on standby.

Caring
Londoners
Although I could not see the
wreckage from the explosion from
where I was standing, I realised
that it must have been horrendous
based on what I had heard over
the radio and from pictures that I
saw on television earlier.
Despite the terrible explosions, the
police were very much in control
of the situation in King’s Cross
and Russell Square. Londoners
were also very calm. I did not see
anyone panicking or crying by the
roadside or any chaos.
On the other hand, I got to see the
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It was raining as I walked back to
my hostel. I also called my family
and friends back in Malaysia to
tell them that I was fine. I was
amazed at how fast news travels
from one part of the world to another. Most of them already knew
about the bomb attacks in London
from satellite television, the
Internet and via SMS.
It was harder to get through to my
friends in London as some mobile
networks in the UK were congested that day.
My flatmate, Joe, told me later that
day that he had actually walked
past one of the explosion sites in
the morning as he was returning
home from his night shift, about
45 minutes before the bomb attacks
took place.
Joe learnt that the bus blew up in
front of the British Medical Association building, where many
doctors were having a conference
there. The presence of these doctors probably saved many lives,
he said.
Meanwhile, another friend, Mei,
told me she was in the tube when
the explosions took place. Luckily she boarded an unaffected
train and only realised how serious the explosions were after
reaching her workplace in
Barbican.
For me, I was relieved just to know
that all my friends in London were
safe. The bomb attacks seemed so
far yet so near. q

LONDON TRAGEDY

Galloway
London

speaks on
bombings

the

Is it not obvious that the occupation of Iraq and Afghanistan
and the suffering in Palestine have engendered bitterness and
hatred?
r. George Galloway
(Bethnal Green and
Bow) (Respect): The hon.
Member for Pendle (Mr.
Prentice) said that it is a funny old
world, and that is certainly true
with regard to the issue that he
raised. I am, I think, a longer-serving Member of this House than he
is, and I remember when the Labour Benches were littered with
members of the Campaign for
Nuclear Disarmament. Indeed,
Members who wear different
badges today used then to sport
daily the badges of CND.

M

Mr. Kevan Jones: Some of them
are in the Cabinet.
Mr. Galloway: Indeed; the Cabinet is full of them. That was a time
when Britain was facing a Soviet
Union and an eastern Europe bristling with thousands upon thousands of intercontinental ballistic
missiles, all aimed at us. Now that
there is no such adversary, those
same Members have swapped
their badges. I have no doubt that
they will comprehensively vote
down the motion tabled by the
hon. Member for Pendle at the parliamentary Labour party meeting.
As he is a gentle soul, I fear for his
safety on that occasion if the reports I hear of the PLP are any-

thing like accurate.
I have been sitting
through the debate
feeling not that it is a
funny old world but
that it is another
world. The sort of
complacent consensus that has crept by
osmosis through the
Chamber as the
hours have passed is
so utterly different from, and in
contradiction to, the attitude outside in the country and around the
world that I became more persuaded than ever that the House
of Commons is out of touch with
reality.
I am sorry that the hon. Member
for Gosport (Peter Viggers) is no
longer in his place. He may well
be an expert on defence procurement matters but, in his mini discourse on Islam, he reminded us
of the universal truth that a little
knowledge is dangerous. His
“Reader’s Digest” analysis of Islam and the people of the Muslim
world—more than 1,000 million
strong—illustrated the chasm between the east and the powerful
here in the west.
At least one, perhaps two of the
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explosions this morning took
place in my constituency. Many
of those caught up in the events
were my constituents, heading to
work in the City and the west end.
I spent four hours or so this morning at the Royal London hospital
in my constituency where the
medical staff are toiling, without
a break, to deal with the casualties who are being brought in in
their scores—perhaps, by now, in
their hundreds.
I walked among the emergency
workers, including the fire brigade staff, in the very stations that
have in the past few weeks had
fire engines taken away from them
as economy measures. I refer to the
fire station at Bethnal Green in my
constituency and the fire station
in the King’s Cross-Euston area—
the two places where the fire serv-

ices are stretched almost to breaking point in dealing with the consequences of this morning’s
events. The people of the east end
and the emergency workers are
going about their business calmly
and stoically in the way for which
our country is famous.

Falluja

forgotten

I condemn the act that was committed this morning. I have no
need to speculate about its authorship. It is absolutely clear that Islamist extremists, inspired by the
al-Qaeda world outlook, are responsible. I condemn it utterly as
a despicable act, committed
against working people on their
way to work, without warning, on
tubes and buses. Let there be no
equivocation: the primary responsibility for this morning’s bloodshed lies with the perpetrators of
those acts.
However, it would be crass to do
other than what the Secretary of
State for Defence in a way invited
us to do. We cannot separate the
acts from the political backdrop.
They did not come out of a clear
blue sky, any more than those
monstrous mosquitoes that struck
the twin towers and other buildings in the United States on 9/11
2001. The Defence Secretary said
that we must look at the causal
circumstances behind the problems of security and defence in the
world. I insist that we do so.
If Members examine our debate
tomorrow in the cold light of day
they will discover a self-evident
truth: many Members of Parliament find it easy to feel empathy
with people killed in explosions
by razor-sharp red-hot steel and
splintering flying glass when they
are in London, but they can blank

out of their mind entirely the fact
that a person killed in exactly the
same way in Falluja died exactly
the same death. When the US
armed forces, their backs guarded,
as a result of a decision by our
politicians, by our armed forces,
systematically reduced Falluja, a
city the size of Coventry, brick by
brick and killed an unknown
number of people—probably the
number runs to thousands, if not
tens of thousands—not a whisper
found its way into the Chamber. I
have grown used to that. I know
that for many people in the House
and in power in this country the
blood of some people is worth
more than the blood of others.
Mike Penning (Hemel Hempstead) (Con): Will the hon. Gentleman clarify a whisper that has
come to the House? Did he say
elsewhere today that Londoners
had this coming? Is it true that he
said that?
Mr. Galloway: That is a despicable smear.
Madam Deputy Speaker (Sylvia
Heal): Order. I remind all hon.
Members that we are debating the
fourth report of the Defence Committee.
Mr. Galloway: The Minister of
State says from a sedentary position that it is more or less right. I
take it that that means that it is
not right. I have never uttered any
such words. The words that I am
speaking now are my words. If the
hon. Member for Hemel Hempstead (Mike Penning) would care
to listen, he can disagree with me,
but he should not attempt to put
into my mouth words that I have
never spoken. Madam Deputy
Speaker, I ask for your protection.
[Hon. Members: “Oh!”] It is either
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that, or I shall keep speaking and
no one else will—
Madam Deputy Speaker: Order.
I have already asked hon. Members to debate the motion on the
Order Paper. Perhaps we would
all do well to confine our remarks
to that.
Mr. Galloway: The exchanges that
we have just heard are further evidence of my point that in this bubble people just do not get it. If I
cannot touch the heart of the hon.
Member for Hemel Hempstead
with what happened to the people in Falluja, I shall move on to
firmer ground.

Head in the sand
Does the House not believe that
hatred and bitterness have been
engendered by the invasion and
occupation of Iraq, by the daily
destruction of Palestinian homes,
by the construction of the great
apartheid wall in Palestine and
by the occupation of Afghanistan?
Does it understand that the bitterness and enmity generated by
those great events feed the terrorism of bin Laden and the other Islamists? Is that such a controversial point? Is it not obvious? When
I was on the Labour Benches and
spoke in the immediate aftermath
of 9/11, I said that I despise Osama
bin Laden. The difference is that I
have always despised him. I did
so when the Government, in this
very House, gave him guns,
money and encouragement, and
set him to war in Afghanistan. I
said that if they handled that event
in the wrong way, they would create 10,000 bin Ladens. Does anyone doubt that 10,000 bin Ladens
at least have been created by the
events of the past two and a half
years? If they do, they have their

head in the sand.
There are more people in the
world today who hate us more
intently than they did before as a
result of the actions that we have
taken. Does this House understand that the pictures from Abu
Ghraib prison have inflamed and
deepened that sense of hatred
around the world and made our
position more dangerous? Do
Members of this House not understand that Guantanamo Bay has
contributed to the sense of bitterness and hatred against us
around the world? Does nobody
in this House understand that
when Palestinians’ houses are
knocked down, their olive trees
cut down and their children shot
by Israeli marksmen, an army of
people who want to harm us is
created? To say that is not to hope
that they succeed—I started by
making clear, I hope, my utter rejection and condemnation of the
events in London this morning.
It does not matter whether Britain
replaces the Trident submarine
system with another. The threat
now, as the hon. Member for Vale
of Glamorgan (John Smith) made
clear, is not the intercontinental
ballistic missiles of other countries but the asymmetrical threat
of angry people who hate us and
who are ready to exchange their
lives for several of ours, or hundreds of ours, or thousands of
ours, if they can do so. Is that really so hard to grasp?
Given that one cannot defend oneself against every angry man
among the enragés of the earth, it
follows that the only thing we can
do is address what the Secretary
of State called the causal circumstances that lie behind these
events. That means trying to re-

duce the hatred in the world and
trying to deal with the political
crises out of which these events
have flowed. If, instead of doing
that, we remain in this consensual
bubble in which we have placed
ourselves, we will go on making
the same mistakes over and over
again. We will go on with
Guantanamo Bay. We will go on
as we are doing, making Abu
Ghraib not smaller as we were told
would happen after the photographs were published, but bigger. We will go on with occupation and war as the principal instruments of our foreign and defence policy. If we do that, some
people will get through and hurt
us as they have hurt us here today, and if we still do not learn
the lesson, that dismal, melancholic cycle will continue.

Afghan

fantasy

It ought to be common sense that
people start from the standpoint
that the only thing that matters is
whether what we plan to do will
make things better or worse. I listened to the Secretary of State lay
out the success story of Afghanistan and Iraq, and his account
bore no relationship to the truth
or reality. He talked about Afghanistan as a success story and
about the President of Afghanistan, when everyone knows that
Karzai is the president of the congestion charge area of downtown
Kabul and no more. He talked
about an Afghan army—it is a
fantasy. Afghanistan is a patchwork quilt of warlordism, where
the warlords’ armies dwarf the socalled Afghan national army. He
talked about drugs and narcotics:
before we invaded the country
those lunatics of the Taliban were
reducing heroin production in
Afghanistan, but the people
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whom we have put into power
there have increased production
by 800 per cent. Our armed forces
are in Afghanistan and our taxes
are being used to support a political structure that is producing 90
per cent of the junk that ends up
in the veins of our young people
in Glasgow, east London and
many other places in the world.
The Secretary of State talked
about Iraq—as if Iraq were any
kind of success story. I could not
believe my ears as he described,
in that complacent, orotund manner, progress over 12 months, 18
months or two years. Iraq is going
backwards, not forwards. It is impossible for the Secretary of State
to say we shall withdraw in any
given time frame, because Iraq is
getting worse, not better. There are
more people being killed in Iraq
now than there were before. More
military operations are being conducted by the Iraqi resistance than
before. Last Saturday alone, 175
military operations were mounted
by the Iraqi resistance on one day.
American soldiers are dying in
such numbers that there is now
more appreciation of the mistake
of the war in Iraq over the pond in
the United States than there appears to be here in the British
House of Commons. The kind of
debate that we have had today
would not happen in the US Congress, because US politicians understand the scale of this disaster
far better than the politicians in
this Chamber appear even to have
begun to do.
One thousand, eight hundred
American boys, conscripted by
poverty, unemployment and poor
opportunities, have lost their lives
as a result of the pack of lies that
was the case for the invasion of
Iraq, and 17,000 American boys

have been wounded. Ten per cent
of them are amputees, who will
have to go around with no legs
for the rest of their lives as a result
of the pack of lies on which we
went to war in Iraq.
Eighty-nine of our own boys, including the son of Rose Gentle from
Glasgow, 19-year-old Gordon,
were sent to die in Iraq on a pack of
lies. The Prime Minister will not
even meet Gordon’s mother. He
will not meet the mother of a 19year-old boy who was sent to die
in Iraq. Last Monday, I was on a
television programme and a call
came through from the mother of a
17-year-old soldier who was leaving for Iraq the following Monday.
He is 17 years old, and he is being
sent to Iraq, into that quagmire. The
19-year-old Gordon Gentle is dead.
Eighty-eight other young men from
this country are dead as a result of
this, yet our Ministers roll out their
jokes and their cod philosophy here
today. They have absolutely no
grasp of the gravity of the situation,
or of how unpopular their stand
has become outside these walls.
They have learned nothing from the
fact that they lost a million votes as
a result of what they did in Iraq, or
from the fact that millions in Britain marched against them and
begged them not to do this.
The hon. Member for North Durham (Mr. Jones), in an otherwise
fine speech, described today’s
events as “unpredictable”. They
were not remotely unpredictable.
Our own security services predicted them and warned the Government that if we did this we
would be at greater risk from terrorist attacks such as the one that
we have suffered this morning.q
Source: Hansard – House of Commons, 7 July 2005, 4.29pm.
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HEART TO HEART

"What comes from the lips reaches the ear,
what comes from the heart reaches the heart" - Arab proverb

Grappling

with

a

Tragedy

Two students in London try to make sense of the bomb blasts
by Kevin Tan
wrote a feature which I
had initially planned to
send to a Malaysian
newspaper on the night
of July 7, after terror bombings
happened in London earlier in the
morning. However, I did not send
the article, which was a description of what I saw that morning,
for publication.

I

I went to the city about two hours
after the first bombing incident,
but what struck me more was not
what I saw. It was what I heard,
or rather overheard.
As I was standing near King’s
Cross Road, trying to do some
“journalism” near one of the four
explosion sites, I saw a young
Chinese man taking photographs
with his digital camera. He was
happily clicking away when his
girlfriend told him in Cantonese:
“You are so excited about this. Imagine those who have friends and
relatives in there.”
Although it was a simple statement, it affected me as I felt what I
was doing could also be frivolous.
I did not stop taking photographs
immediately, but pondering her
statement was enough to make me
abandon my initial plan to file a
story from London that day.
I decided that it would make no
difference whether I filed my story
or not. It would be just another vo-

yeurism of tragedy and there
would be no
shortage of such
reports in the UK
or elsewhere. After all, British tabloids and other
newspapers were
full of sensational
stories of the tragedy.
On that very
evening itself, London’s tabloids
such as The Evening Standard,
were already screaming: “Terrorists attack London – Many dead”.
Abandoning my almost completed article, I told my flatmate,
Joe, that it would be pointless to
write something which would
help to alleviate the tragedy. To
which Joe replied: “Voyeurism is
human nature”.
How true. Most people just want
to see even though they are not in
the position to help. These include
journalists, who after satisfying
their own voyeuristic urge, would
in turn feed their readers’ curiosity.
Instead of focusing on what transpired after the bomb attacks, I
thought maybe it would be better
to highlight the engaging conversations I had with Joe, who is a
highly perceptive Englishman, in
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the kitchen of our flat over the next
few days.
Joe and I are basically the only
people left in our five-room flat
near King’s Cross as other flatmates had already moved out for
the summer.
Asked whether he would be
afraid of going out after the bomb
attacks, Joe nonchalantly said that
it would not make any difference
to him. As reported in many news
reports, Londoners were generally calm despite the terror attacks.
The bigger problem for most people was probably the disruption
of London’s transportation system.
What surprised me more was actually Joe’s sentiment on the incident. Although he felt that no one
deserves to die in the bomb at-

Continued on page 33

