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purpose ended with the
communists’defeat and subse-
quent surrender a long time ago.

If ever in the past the ISA was a
necessary evil to preserve the in-
tegrity of our society, protect the
security of the country, and main-
tain peace in our lives, today the
ISA is evil, pure and simple.

Don’t fall for the propaganda fed
to us by the compliant media.
Don’t call ISA the instrument of
order or security or peace. For
once, let us heed the wisdom of
Dr Mahathir Mahathir, practi-
tioner par excellence of the ISA, and
call a spade a spade.

Call the ISA simply ‘the tool of
political oppression’, a legal in-
strument employed to stifle law-
ful dissent and silence legitimate
criticism to perserve nothing more
noble than the power and vested
interests of the ruling politicians
and their allies.

That and that alone explains why
this obnoxious piece of legislation
has been kept to this day despite
ever growing demands for its un-
conditional repeal.

Again and again the ruling poli-
ticians have preferred to use the
ISA to put down political disaf-
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o law in all our statutes
shames us as a nation or
undermines our demo-
cratic system of govern-

ment more than the Internal Secu-
rity Act.

Shorn of the sickening justifica-
tions surrounding it, the ISA
stands out as a barbaric law that
goes against all our notions of
what law and justice should
mean. Viewed dispassionately,
the ISA is a law that can have no
place within the Rule of Law.

Although we’re here to discuss the
abuses of power under the ISA, we
must first insist that there cannot
be such a thing as an ‘abuse-less’
application of ISA. We must insist
that the ISA is in and of itself an
intolerable abuse of power.

From the very beginning of its ap-
plication, the ISA has made a
mockery of natural justice by de-
nying its victims, indeed by deny-
ing all citizens, their constitu-
tional right to due process, self-
defence and liberty.

If ever the ISA had a legitimate
purpose during the dark days of
the communist insurgency, that
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AM’s lead story is by P Ramakrishnan, Aliran
President. At a time when we are in anti-ter-
rorism mode, and Mahathir would want the
world to believe that had there been an ISA in
the USA there wouldn’t have been September
11, Rama reminds us that “the ISA itself is a
subversive law”.  “It is a weapon used to ter-
rorise the citizens of this country”. The exam-
ples Rama presents of what goes on in the ISA’s
“Chamber of Horrors” are chilling and prove
the ISA is evil, pure and simple.

An interview with ex-detainee Gobalakrishnan
follows.  Despite his worst fears for the safety
of his family, the “presence of God” kept Gobala
mentally focused during his 50-day detention
in April-May 2001.

Aliza Jaffar, whose husband Saari Sungib re-
mains under ISA detention, shares with AM
readers once again her family’s trials and tribu-
lations in fighting for Saarí’s  release.  Although
they had travelled 7 hours to get to Taiping
and waited another 2 hours to clear camp for-
malities, nonetheless, they only had 45 minutes
to spend with Saari on Hari Raya.

AM’s back cover story highlights the recent sus-
pension of Batu Gajah MP, Fong Po Kuan.  AM
fails to understand why the Speaker’s ruling
cannot be criticised when it is warranted.  Even
the PM, ministers and judges should be held
accountable.
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fection rather than to resolve it
democratically or by other non-
coercive means.

They have become so used to de-
taining individuals without trial
that they have come to love the fact
that they don’t have to justify their
dastardly acts.

Indeed the BN government has
become so addicted to the use of
ISA to defeat its rivals and critics
that it would be writhing like a
cold turkey suffering withdrawal
pains if BN no longer had access
to the dope of the ISA.

Yet supporters of the ISA have
never ceased to impress upon all
law-abiding citizesn that the ISA
is an anti-subversion law. That is
a lie.

The truth is, the ISA itself is a sub-
versive ‘law’.

It subverts natural justice. Natural
justice demands that any person
accused of a crime should have
the right to due process, and to be
presumed innocent unless and
until he or she is convicted in a
court of law. By reason of natural
justice, an investigation must
come before an accusation, and
that an accusation must be spe-
cifically and accurately framed in
court, and that guilt must be
proven beyond a shadow of
doubt.

Moreover, a prosecutor accuses
but does not judge. Judgement can
only be passed by judges who
evaluate evidence, consider argu-
ments and uphold law. Only after
the guilt of an accused has been

established, and a judgement de-
livered can sentencing be passed.
Only then can a guilty person be
compelled to pay the penalty for
his or her crime.

ISA subverts this entire process by
which people may be legally held ac-
countable for their actions. Under
ISA, an accusation precedes an in-
vestigation which rarely means
anything more than secret inter-
rogation in an undisclosed place.
Worst of all, judgement has in fact
been passed when a person is ac-
cused under ISA.

In practice ISA means detention
without trial, for up to sixty days
at first, and subsequently up to
two years at a stretch, renewable
indefinitely. Detention without
trial simply means that the police
judge and sentence first, and only
after that do they investigate.

What is the purpose of this sub-
version of natural justice? What
is the intent behind this inver-
sion of due process? It is merely
to vindicate the actions of the
police and the politicians who
direct them.

What else does the ISA subvert?

The ISA subverts the checks and bal-
ances that are critical to the fair main-
tenance of the rule of law. Under ISA,
the Minister of Home Affairs and
his police make up the arresting
officers, the prosecutors, the
judges and the executioners, a ‘4-
in-1’ system that permits no one
to question what they do so long
as they yell ‘national security’! No
one can then counter their heavy-
handed actions — not concerned
citizens, not lawyers, not elected
representatives, and not even
courts of law.

The ISA confers draconian pow-
ers. The ruling government has
proceeded to abuse those powers
with impunity over the years. The
insurgency ended years ago. The
country ceased to face an external
confrontation even earlier. Today
our society is in no danger of be-
ing torn apart by violence.

But ISA continues to claim its vic-
tims from all walks of life and all
ethnic backgrounds.

Made up of men and women of
all ages, the ISA victims have in-
cluded suspected — and let us
never forget to emphasise ‘sus-
pected’ — communists, socialists,
trade unionists, peasant leaders,
student activists, oppositionists,
educationists, chauvinists, seces-
sionists, environmentalists,
Islamicists, NGO workers, church
activists, secret society members,
identity card and passport rack-
eteers, counterfeiters, and smug-
glers of illegal aliens.

As you can see it takes all kinds of
people to inhabit the world of the
ISA.

But ISA’s present detainees and
ex-detainees share this in com-
mon: In the eyes of those who up-
hold the just rule of law, these ISA
victims have never been tried in
an open court of law, let alone con-
victed of specific crimes against
society.

It is fundamentally no concern of
ours whether they think differ-
ently, see the world differently,
speak, or even act differently from
the rest of us. So long as they break
no law, so long as they are not
openly charged, fairly tried and

All Kinds Of Victims

What Does
The ISA Subvert?
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justly convicted, we must presume
them innocent.

Of course, there are people who
don’t believe in these basic prin-
ciples of the rule of law. There are
people who want to impose harsh
rule by unjust laws. Hence, the
Minister of Home Affairs, his rul-
ing politicians, and the police
who do their bidding have always
treated and continue to treat ISA
detainees as worse than con-
victed common criminals.

An ISA victim is typically incar-
cerated when a police officer be-
lieves him or her to have ‘acted or
is about to act or is likely to act in
any manner prejudicial to the se-
curity of Malaysia’. It’s not as if
the ISA victim is typically appre-
hended when he or she is on the
brink of committing a crime. He
or she is usually arrested at home
in the early hours of the morning
when the people disturbing the
peace are the arresting officers!

In fact, as has been demonstrated
in case after case after case, the
police and their political bosses
need not show any hard evidence
of anyone’s guilt, and have not
even bothered to adduce any evi-
dence worth producing in court.

Except in a kangaroo court, the
mere beliefs, simple suspicions
and untested utterances of the
police and their political bosses
aren’t sufficient to hang a dog.

Under ISA, however, someone
needs only to chant ‘prejudicial
to the security of Malaysia’, and
that is enough to deprive a man
or a woman of his or her liberty
for indefinite periods of time.

All this, we’re told by people who

aren’t stupid, is Law. And this,
we’re assured by people who oc-
cupy the highest offices of the na-
tion, is Justice.

However, even the simplest of po-
litical simpletons realize that this
claptrap about people acting, or
about to act, or are likely to act ‘in
a manner prejudicial to the secu-
rity of Malaysia’ gives the BN a
free hand to dismiss the constitu-
tional guarantees of human rights
and to violate the civil liberties of
the citizens of this country.

We know the sweeping powers
which the Minister of Home Af-
fairs wields under the ISA. Hardly
anyone caught in an ISA dragnet
has ever found an escape route.
Most have suffered prolonged in-
carceration.

If one scrutinizes the statements
of the ruling politicians and sen-
ior police officers, one can quickly

note that they don't bother to deny
knowledge of the abuses of power
that take place once an ISA de-
tainee is placed in the hands of
Special Branch interrogators.

They don’t bother to deny because
they know abuses take place rou-
tinely, and they condone these
abuses. The reasons are simple.
First, the jailors and interrogators
put their victims under intolerable
stress as part of their ‘turnover’
techniques. Second, they hope to
extract confessions that will vin-
dicate the conviction-without-
trial.

The specific ways which the Spe-
cial Branch interrogators employ
to reduce detainees to helpless-
ness and indignity are well
known. If it’s not too disturbing
for us to be reminded of the terri-
ble maltreatment of ISA detainees,
let me refer to some accounts re-
corded by ex-detainees.
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He told of how he was so severely beaten by his
interrogators that at one stage, he lost conscious-
ness out of pain and fear.

Among other things, his interrogators throttled
him until saliva dribbled down his chin and
his tongue hung out, all the while hitting him
in the face and head. They twisted his wrist and
his body round several times before swinging
him violently against the wall. He was forced to
perform mock sexual acts by his sneering tor-
turers, who also used stretched rubber bands to
flick painfully at his ears, chest and nipples.

They threw ashtrays at him and beat and poked
at him with a broom. He had to do endless
strenuous exercises  like duck-walking, leap-
frogging, crawling on all fours and
“swimming”on the floor. All these were aimed
at destroying his self-esteem and reducing him

to a helpless wreck. If he stopped from exhaus-
tion, they kicked him.

They put a large tin over his head and hit it hard
with a stick. The sound within was deafening
and he suffered cuts and bruises all over his
head and face. He was also given the notorious
“wet treatment”. They pushed his face into a
filthy squat-type toilet and flushed it repeatedly.

Abdul Rahman recalled, “The interrogators
would appear to be possessed by the devil. When
they interrogated me, their lips, hands and fin-
gers would quiver. At times like this, I was fright-
ened as I felt I was in the hands of people who
had lost their reason.”

The torture only stopped after he caved in and
“confessed” to having planted explosives at the
Sarawak Semarak site in July the previous year.

His interrogators stripped him naked and forced
him to enact the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. As
he was made to crawl naked on the floor, for 10
minutes, one Inspector Yusoff told several other
Special Branch officers in the room, “Ini orang
Melayu tak sedar diri.”

He was not allowed sleep for days at a stretch
and was warned that he would not be fed un-
less he co-operated. The same Inspector Yusoff
also threatened to “disturb” his girlfriend if he
did not divulge the information they demanded.
Inspector Yusoff and two other Inspectors,
Zainudding and Ayub, assaulted him on sev-
eral occasions, causing him to injure his back
and pass out blood in his urine.

Jamaluddin Othman @Yeshua Jamaluddin, a Malay who converted to Christian-Jamaluddin Othman @Yeshua Jamaluddin, a Malay who converted to Christian-Jamaluddin Othman @Yeshua Jamaluddin, a Malay who converted to Christian-Jamaluddin Othman @Yeshua Jamaluddin, a Malay who converted to Christian-Jamaluddin Othman @Yeshua Jamaluddin, a Malay who converted to Christian-
ity and subsequently became Pastor of the Fellowship of Indigenous Christiansity and subsequently became Pastor of the Fellowship of Indigenous Christiansity and subsequently became Pastor of the Fellowship of Indigenous Christiansity and subsequently became Pastor of the Fellowship of Indigenous Christiansity and subsequently became Pastor of the Fellowship of Indigenous Christians
in Selangor, arrested on 27 Oct 1987in Selangor, arrested on 27 Oct 1987in Selangor, arrested on 27 Oct 1987in Selangor, arrested on 27 Oct 1987in Selangor, arrested on 27 Oct 1987

At one stage of interrogation, he was made to
stand for two hours on one leg with both arms
outstretched holding his slippers. A woman con-
stable and her young daughter were brought
in to watch him while a police constable said,
“Ini Melayu tak sedar diri, tukar agama, tak
malu.”

Jamaluddin was also coerced to convert back to
Islam.

“I got the clear impression that all my inter-
views with the Special Branch was for the pur-
pose of getting me to change my religion from
Christianity to Islam,” he told the Supreme
Court.

Abdul Rahman Hamzah, a former Sarawak State Assemblyman and politicalAbdul Rahman Hamzah, a former Sarawak State Assemblyman and politicalAbdul Rahman Hamzah, a former Sarawak State Assemblyman and politicalAbdul Rahman Hamzah, a former Sarawak State Assemblyman and politicalAbdul Rahman Hamzah, a former Sarawak State Assemblyman and political
secretary to the former Sarawak Chief Minister, arrested on 20 Sept 1988secretary to the former Sarawak Chief Minister, arrested on 20 Sept 1988secretary to the former Sarawak Chief Minister, arrested on 20 Sept 1988secretary to the former Sarawak Chief Minister, arrested on 20 Sept 1988secretary to the former Sarawak Chief Minister, arrested on 20 Sept 1988
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If all the above abuses and more have been revealed
to the public, why should anyone think that the sen-
ior police officers and their political bosses don’t
know the extent of what goes on in the ISA’s Cham-
ber of Horrors?

There is another reason why they don’t deny the
routine abuses of power under ISA. They want the
maltreatment of detainees to deter other people from
standing up for their rights as citizens and from
being counted among those who openly criticise

wrongdoings in public and high places.

Consequently, the threat of ISA underlies the perva-
sive culture of fear we all live with. That’s how ISA
creates BN’s ‘silenced majority’! The culture of fear
is never more obvious than when the ruling politi-
cians feel threatened.

For instance, every time UMNO faced a crisis, peo-
ple quaked at the prospect of an ISA witchhunt. In
the 1970s, Tun Abdul Razak aides ended up as ISA

Irene Xavier, social activist, arrested on 31 Oct 1987.Irene Xavier, social activist, arrested on 31 Oct 1987.Irene Xavier, social activist, arrested on 31 Oct 1987.Irene Xavier, social activist, arrested on 31 Oct 1987.Irene Xavier, social activist, arrested on 31 Oct 1987.

Chow Chee Keong, social activist, arrested on 28 Oct 1987.Chow Chee Keong, social activist, arrested on 28 Oct 1987.Chow Chee Keong, social activist, arrested on 28 Oct 1987.Chow Chee Keong, social activist, arrested on 28 Oct 1987.Chow Chee Keong, social activist, arrested on 28 Oct 1987.

Dr Munawar Ahmad Anees, Anwar's former speech writer,Dr Munawar Ahmad Anees, Anwar's former speech writer,Dr Munawar Ahmad Anees, Anwar's former speech writer,Dr Munawar Ahmad Anees, Anwar's former speech writer,Dr Munawar Ahmad Anees, Anwar's former speech writer,
arrested on 14 Sept 1998.arrested on 14 Sept 1998.arrested on 14 Sept 1998.arrested on 14 Sept 1998.arrested on 14 Sept 1998.

She was abused, insulted, threat-
ened and bullied like an animal.

“I shall always remember how on
the ninth day of my detention, I
was beaten with a stick. It was the

most humiliating experience in my life. I was
forced to stand there while an inspector of the
Special Branch beat me with a stick - to re-
mind me that they were not going to treat
women more leniently. I was truly in a state of
shock.

He was questioned for nearly 13 hours, coerced
to admit to being a communist Marxist.

An interrogator tried to burn his genitals
with a burning rolled-up piece of newspa-
per. They pulled his hair, stepped hard on
his fingers and toes with their booted feet
and whacked his back with rolled-up bun-

dles of newspapers.

They also enjoyed kicking his chair from under
him, causing him to topple to the floor and splash-
ing him with cold water before standing his
drenched body in front of the air-conditioner. He
was made to do so many push-ups that he could
hardly lift his arms to feed himself.

"They screamed and screamed and
screamed, in my ears, at my face, at
me, again and again, over and over
asking me to say 'yes' until I gave in
and broke down saying yes, yes."

The way Munawar raved and raged against a
legal counsel who had turned up to represent
him, exposed the cruel and chilling terror of tor-
ture and trauma he had been subjected to.

In his affidavit, he summed up his horrendous
experiece:

"They stripped me of all self-respect; they degraded
me and broke down my will and resistence; they
threatened me and my family;  they frightened me;
they brainwashed me to the entent that I ended
up in court on 19 Sept a shivering shell of a man
willing to do anything to stop the destruction of
my being."
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detainees. (Ironically a ‘suspected
communist’ named Mahathir was
saved from ISA’s clutches by the
honourable conduct of an ISA de-
tainee, Syed Husin Ali.) In 1987
Operasi Lalang had few UMNO
culprits but overwhelmingly non-
UMNO victims. When Al Arqam
leaders boasted they would take
on UMNO in the elections of the
1990s, they, too, ended up being
the guests of the ISA.

Most recently, after UMNO’s se-
vere loss of credibility from the
Anwar Ibrahim affair, ‘Reformasi
activists’ have been detained with-
out trial. And with PAS’s grow-
ing influence, ‘Islamic militants’
have been likewise imprisoned.

However, the political awakening
that produced reformasi also pro-
duced an unprecedented opposi-
tion to ISA. Even the courts have
lately ruled that ISA’s use was un-
constitutional.

In short, the ISA had always been
a weapon used to terrorize the citi-
zens of this country.

September 11, 2001, some argue,
has changed everything. The ter-
rible attacks on the Pentagon and
the World Trade Center buildings,
they think, indicate the need for
harsh laws to preempt terrorism.

No one is happier in these circum-
stances than Mahathir & Co. who
now want to export ISA as an anti-
terrorist weapon! They want us to
imagine, and they want the world
to believe that had there been an
ISA in the USA, there wouldn’t
have been September 11.

Mahathir & Co. are, however, be-

ing two-faced as usual in defend-
ing their continued use of ISA.
Even they don’t buy their own ar-
guments.

On the one hand, they want to sell
the ISA’s preemptive detention
without trial. What is their motive
if not to get the Bush administra-
tion to stop cold-shouldering
Mahathir over the Anwar affair?

On the other hand, they argue that
USA shouldn’t attack Afghani-
stan ‘ without evidence’. What is
their agenda here other than to
associate with Muslim demands
that terrorism be fought not with
violence but with justice?

Let us ask: Can one truly recon-
cile ISA with justice? Or are
Mahathir & Co. simply running
with the hares and hunting with
the hounds?

Let our de facto law minister, Rais
Yatim answer. He described
Bush’s draconian ‘Save America
Act 2001’ as being ‘controversial
and extreme’. He should know,
he having been ISA’s critic when
in Team B, and now ISA’s apolo-
gist in Mahathir’s Team. He

should know that nothing that the
USA passes in alarm, fear and an-
ger can retroactively justify what
the BN government has cold-
bloodedly done over many, many
years.

In these times of confusion, the
global responses to terror can take
many different paths, including
severe curbs on civil liberties and
human rights in USA itself. But
we, who have nothing to do with
terror and terrorism, musn’t be
misled when the BN government
recycles old threats and invents
new dangers.

With the rest of the world who
stand for peace and justice, we
deplore what happened on Sep-
tember 11. But in doing so, let us
not forget that the rest of the world
stood with us in deploring the use
of the ISA ... long before Septem-
ber 11. q

The above talk was given atThe above talk was given atThe above talk was given atThe above talk was given atThe above talk was given at
the Festival Of Rights or-the Festival Of Rights or-the Festival Of Rights or-the Festival Of Rights or-the Festival Of Rights or-
ganised by Bar Council,ganised by Bar Council,ganised by Bar Council,ganised by Bar Council,ganised by Bar Council,
Hakam & Sisters In IslamHakam & Sisters In IslamHakam & Sisters In IslamHakam & Sisters In IslamHakam & Sisters In Islam
on 8 Dec 2001on 8 Dec 2001on 8 Dec 2001on 8 Dec 2001on 8 Dec 2001

ISA And September 11
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CHAMBER OF HORRORS

The initial 60 days of detention are the most
harrowing both for the detainee and his or
her family. Both sides are in the dark as to
where they are detained; both are kept on
tenterhooks regarding family visits.

The place of detention is referred to as Ma-
laysia’s own Chamber of Horrors. Here the
detainees are at the mercy of the Special
Branch tactics.

Evidence gathered so far indicates that de-
tainees were generally subjected to pro-
longed interrogation in deliberately over-
cooled rooms, deprived of sleep for extended
periods of time and threatened with indefi-
nite detention without trial. An Amnesty In-
ternational report released on Dec 20, 1988
pointed out that interrogators humiliated
and terrorised several detainees during in-
terrogation with mock sexual assaults. Un-
cooperative detainees were beaten up,
punched and slapped.

Detainees were mostly held incommunicado
during the 60-day period. In many cases, their
families had no notion where they were be-
ing held. Others were given limited access to
families, relatives, and defence counsel. One
detainee has described the so-called investi-
gation period as “a licenced period for the
Special Branch to terrorise and torture.” The
systematic use of physical and mental tor-
ture in the course of interrogations violates
not only international legal standards, but
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
one of the most important documents of the
20th century.

Article 5 of the Declaration lays down very
clearly that “No one shall be subjected to
torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment.” Yet, witness
what had taken place in the Chamber of
Horrors.
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Aliran Monthly: What was yourAliran Monthly: What was yourAliran Monthly: What was yourAliran Monthly: What was yourAliran Monthly: What was your
most difficult moment during de-most difficult moment during de-most difficult moment during de-most difficult moment during de-most difficult moment during de-
tention?tention?tention?tention?tention?

Gobalakrishnan:Gobalakrishnan:Gobalakrishnan:Gobalakrishnan:Gobalakrishnan:   The most dif-
ficult times in detention were the
thoughts about my family when
I was told about my family... Be-
cause I knew what my situation
was but I was completely cut off
from the rest of the world. Only
the interrogators were in touch

with me and I didn’t know what
was happening outside, to the
extent, the interrogators told me
that my family didn’t want me,
my wife didn’t want me and my
children never asked about me
and that my family did not want
to have the family visit even
though the police, the interroga-
tors said that they insisted that
the family visit me. All these
were lies.

My family outside - they were
fighting to get a chance to meet me.
For 47 days, the police denied my
family this right. One of the sen-
ior interrogation officers men-
tioned that during my two years
of ISA detention, he would be tak-
ing care of my wife. I think what
he meant was I would not be ac-
cessible to my family and I
couldn’t get any news to my fam-
ily of all the wrongdoings and bad
things said by them. So that cre-
ated fear in me because I didn’t
know what was going to happen
to my family next. The worst thing
was the fear about my family be-
cause I knew that I could take care
of myself even though I had to go
through all that torture of im-
proper food, the improper
environment…I could take every-
thing but not the  worry about my
family.

AM: Has this whole experienceAM: Has this whole experienceAM: Has this whole experienceAM: Has this whole experienceAM: Has this whole experience
changed you in any way?changed you in any way?changed you in any way?changed you in any way?changed you in any way?

Gobala:Gobala:Gobala:Gobala:Gobala: This ISA detention has
changed me - I realise that I should
fight more for the underprivileged
and poor. I believe that the gov-
ernment arrested us under the ISA
because they did not want the
multiracial interaction taking
place within the alternative par-
ties. I intend to go down and cre-
ate better interaction among the
multiracial communities in this
country…

ISA

“ G o d  Was There With Me”
Aliran Monthly interviewed freed ISA detainee N. Gobalakrishnan,
who was detained for 50 days (from 10 April 2001) under the ISA

In person, Gobalakrishnan, a Supreme Council member ofIn person, Gobalakrishnan, a Supreme Council member ofIn person, Gobalakrishnan, a Supreme Council member ofIn person, Gobalakrishnan, a Supreme Council member ofIn person, Gobalakrishnan, a Supreme Council member of
keADILan, looked much slimmer than in the photos of himkeADILan, looked much slimmer than in the photos of himkeADILan, looked much slimmer than in the photos of himkeADILan, looked much slimmer than in the photos of himkeADILan, looked much slimmer than in the photos of him
prior to his arrest. Speaking softly and deliberately, he re-prior to his arrest. Speaking softly and deliberately, he re-prior to his arrest. Speaking softly and deliberately, he re-prior to his arrest. Speaking softly and deliberately, he re-prior to his arrest. Speaking softly and deliberately, he re-
flected on his ordeal during his detention under the ISA andflected on his ordeal during his detention under the ISA andflected on his ordeal during his detention under the ISA andflected on his ordeal during his detention under the ISA andflected on his ordeal during his detention under the ISA and
the moments after his release by the High Court on 30 Maythe moments after his release by the High Court on 30 Maythe moments after his release by the High Court on 30 Maythe moments after his release by the High Court on 30 Maythe moments after his release by the High Court on 30 May
2001. In this interview, he shared with us how his acute2001. In this interview, he shared with us how his acute2001. In this interview, he shared with us how his acute2001. In this interview, he shared with us how his acute2001. In this interview, he shared with us how his acute
awareness of the presence of God kept him mentallyawareness of the presence of God kept him mentallyawareness of the presence of God kept him mentallyawareness of the presence of God kept him mentallyawareness of the presence of God kept him mentally
focussed despite his worst fears for the safety of his family.focussed despite his worst fears for the safety of his family.focussed despite his worst fears for the safety of his family.focussed despite his worst fears for the safety of his family.focussed despite his worst fears for the safety of his family.
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It’s a ploy of the Barisan Nasional
to make sure that the Indians,
Malays and Chinese do not inter-
act among themselves. And only
the leaders interact. When the
communities don’t interact, they
do not learn about the day-to-day
lives of each community and that
is one of the reasons that incidents
like May 13 and Taman Medan
happen.

After my joining the alternative
party, I have been able to give
speeches in areas dominated by
the Malay community. I have even
given a speech where nearly 100
percent of (those attending have)
been Malays. And I have been able
to talk to them about the problems
of the Indians and the day-to-day
lives, culture and tradition of the
Indians. The Malays are very wel-
coming of the other races and they
are willing to learn, accept and go
along with the other races. I hope
the Barisan Nasional will not
stop us from interacting more
among the multiracial people in
the country.

AM: What are your thoughts nowAM: What are your thoughts nowAM: What are your thoughts nowAM: What are your thoughts nowAM: What are your thoughts now
about the ISA?about the ISA?about the ISA?about the ISA?about the ISA?

GobalaGobalaGobalaGobalaGobala: The ISA is not necessary
at all in a country which (claims)
to be very advanced technologi-
cally and developed. In Malaysia,
communication and IT have ad-
vanced to such an extent that I am
very sure the police and the gov-
ernment know where I am and
what I am involved in day-to-day.
Why do they need the ISA - just to
suppress and put us behind walls
which restrain us from interact-
ing with people?

What we are doing is bringing
information and bringing about
unity among the people. But the

ISA has been putting people be-
hind walls and not allowing them
to interact with their families. All
those arrested under the ISA to
date are not people who have been
violent. Among (those who were
arrested) were Syed Husin Ali
and opposition leaders like
Karpal Singh (and) Lim Kit Siang
- people who have been vocal and
supportive of the development of
the people. So ISA is not necessary
at all for Malaysia.

I was released by the Shah Alam
High Court Judge, to whom I am
very thankful - may God bless him
(Datuk Hishamuddin Yunus)...
All these (allegations) were fabri-
cated just to detain me and keep
me behind the walls of ISA.

After my release now – it has been
six months – if there is any truth
to these allegations, either I should
have been detained immediately
after the restraining order (ex-
pired) or I should have left the
country. I am still around and I
am still propagating what I be-
lieve in. I don’t think that the po-
lice have any evidence at all be-
cause there is no truth at all in
what they said.

AM: Could you describe for usAM: Could you describe for usAM: Could you describe for usAM: Could you describe for usAM: Could you describe for us

the moments after your releasethe moments after your releasethe moments after your releasethe moments after your releasethe moments after your release
from court and the next few days.from court and the next few days.from court and the next few days.from court and the next few days.from court and the next few days.

Gobala:Gobala:Gobala:Gobala:Gobala: The day I was released
from court, I spent time with my
family. But my friends and rela-
tives and my immediate family
were very worried that I would be
picked up immediately after the
restraining order expired – be-
cause the judge only gave me 24
hours (restraining the police from
re-arresting me).

Because of the experience of
Karpal Singh who was rearrested
after his habeas corpus (release), I
decided to take a rest with my fam-
ily and with my friends. I was trav-
elling around the country, visiting
the keADILan division offices
and my very close friends, but all
this I did very quietly and (kept a)
very low profile.

... I never trusted the police after
the release - because (from) the
day I was arrested until I was re-
leased, the police only fabricated,
and lied and used baseless alle-
gations - whereas in the interro-
gation, they never talked about
these allegations at all -  about the
weapons, and trying to overthrow
the government by terrorism. All
these were baseless allega-
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tions…we were never interro-
gated regarding these.

(Instead), they interrogated and
wanted to know about our sexual
activities, and also they talked
very badly about the president of
my party, Datin Seri Wan Azizah,
saying that she is a very loose
woman, with very low moral val-
ues, and also my youth leader
Ezam Md Noor. All this shows
that the Malaysian police and the
government are very weak in han-
dling matters pertaining to justice.
They don’t even know the law but
they want to talk about the law.

AM: So what are your plans now?AM: So what are your plans now?AM: So what are your plans now?AM: So what are your plans now?AM: So what are your plans now?
How has your life changed, andHow has your life changed, andHow has your life changed, andHow has your life changed, andHow has your life changed, and
your outlook?your outlook?your outlook?your outlook?your outlook?

Gobala:Gobala:Gobala:Gobala:Gobala: I plan to spend more time
for the really underprivileged in
this country…I will carry on the
struggle. The police or even the
government of Mahathir will not
be able to stop us even though they
can re-arrest and enforce the ISA
on me. They cannot ask me to just
keep quiet. I am going to do what
I believe in because I always be-
lieve that a man is born to die and
before he dies he (should do)
something for the human race and
I want to do that.

And I also request the regime of
Mahathir to be fair to people. Treat
human beings as human beings -
they should look back and realise
that the truth lies among love and
caring and sharing and not by vic-
timising and vandalising peo-
ple’s lives. People who want to do
good do it solely because they be-
lieve in it. There’s nothing that can
be done by Mahathir or the gov-
ernment to stop this and I hope
Mahathir will realise this and that
the Barisan Nasional government

will abolish the ISA.

The ISA is detention without trial,
which is not relevant at all. If they
don’t abolish ISA, then they
should take off Article 5 (3) from
the Federal Constitution where a
detainee is supposed to have the
privilege to refer to his lawyer of
choice once he is arrested. So I
hope people like Rais Yatim re-
pent – he wrote a book about abol-
ishing the ISA – and today he is
propagating ISA….

AM: What was the most fright-AM: What was the most fright-AM: What was the most fright-AM: What was the most fright-AM: What was the most fright-
ening moment? And how did youening moment? And how did youening moment? And how did youening moment? And how did youening moment? And how did you
get the mental strength to over-get the mental strength to over-get the mental strength to over-get the mental strength to over-get the mental strength to over-
come it?come it?come it?come it?come it?

Gobala:Gobala:Gobala:Gobala:Gobala: The most frightening
moments were the worries about
my family. Even though I was as-
saulted by officers whom I can
identify now, that was not fright-
ening. But because I am a family
man - the worry for my family, my
wife…when the officer told me
that he would look after my wife.
At one (point), the officer who in-
terrogated me told me that just the
day before he (had gone) to my
bakery and he (had seen) my wife,
and pretended to purchase a cake
from my wife… So if he could en-
ter my business premises and in-
teract with my wife (it meant) they
could do many other things…

One of the arresting officers told
me that he (could) even react in
the manner that is done by the
(name of a certain South Asian coun-
try withheld) police: that is to
throw me off the ship (while I was)
handcuffed. If they can talk (like)
this, I am sure they can practise
much worse than that. So that was
the worrying moment.

But mentally I was very focussed

because I did chant a lot of my
mantras. Every morning, I
chanted about (a) thousand and
eight times of each and every
mantra…Ohm triyam bhagam
yajamahe sukanti… (continues a few
lines of chanting)

AM: What does that mean?AM: What does that mean?AM: What does that mean?AM: What does that mean?AM: What does that mean?

Gobala: Gobala: Gobala: Gobala: Gobala: (Those are) the mantras
in Sanskrit where we praise Lord
Shiva and Shakti and also the
Ohm Shuklam, which praises
Lord Ganesha …Ohm shuklam
baratanam Vishnu…(continues
chanting)

And on the day I was released, I
chanted this mantra, “Ohm
namasivaye  subam subam guru guru
Sivaye namahe Ohm” ten thousand
and eighty times. And, if I am not
mistaken, when I finished this
mantra I heard something sound-
ing like thunder. And the people
in the court, when the judge was
writing the judgment, also said
that there was thunder. And the
judge looked up and he just wrote
the judgment. So I believe all the
prayers offered by my friends in
the struggle, the prayers offered by
the party supporters, the human
rights people…all these prayers
also helped in getting us released.

AM: During your detention, didAM: During your detention, didAM: During your detention, didAM: During your detention, didAM: During your detention, did
you have a strong sense that Godyou have a strong sense that Godyou have a strong sense that Godyou have a strong sense that Godyou have a strong sense that God
was with you or did you feel iso-was with you or did you feel iso-was with you or did you feel iso-was with you or did you feel iso-was with you or did you feel iso-
lated and abandoned?lated and abandoned?lated and abandoned?lated and abandoned?lated and abandoned?

Gobala:Gobala:Gobala:Gobala:Gobala: I always believed during
my detention that God was al-
ways there with me, because ...
physically I was weakening day
by day, but mentally I got stronger
and stronger every day. So I be-
lieve the mantras, the chanting -
all this helped me. The mantras
actually kept me mentally
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focussed… That is one of the rea-
sons why the interrogators denied
me my family visit even though
some of my friends had their first
family visit within 10 days.

I was never allowed a family visit
for 47 days because every day I
was mentally very focussed on
what they were doing…Even
when they asked me to write con-
fessions, and they brought paper,
I never wanted to go along with
them. It’s not because I was physi-
cally strong; I was mentally very
focussed. And I never worried
about myself.

I hope in future - if there are any
detentions - I hope those detain-
ees will keep themselves men-
tally focussed. Because the day
they run out of focus, that is the
time the police will take advan-
tage. Also, ... every time they in-

terrogate us, (the police) say that
they will only give us some-
thing, even a pillow or slippers,
only if we cooperate with them.
Even decent food - only if we co-
operated with them. Cooperat-
ing with them means admitting
to whatever they say. So if we are
not mentally focussed, we will
be admitting to everything that
they say - because we are under
pressure, under tension. I hope
these dirty tactics by the police
will not be used on people who
are fighting for justice. The jus-
tice that the government is sup-
posed to give the people is de-
nied; that is why, day by day, a
lot of people are coming out to
fight for justice.

AM: How do you draw a connec-AM: How do you draw a connec-AM: How do you draw a connec-AM: How do you draw a connec-AM: How do you draw a connec-
tion between your spiritual faithtion between your spiritual faithtion between your spiritual faithtion between your spiritual faithtion between your spiritual faith
and your politics and your strug-and your politics and your strug-and your politics and your strug-and your politics and your strug-and your politics and your strug-
gle for justice?gle for justice?gle for justice?gle for justice?gle for justice?

Gobala:Gobala:Gobala:Gobala:Gobala: I believe that each and
every human being must have
their spiritual faith and the spir-
itual faith is the thing that keeps
them in line with humanity. As for
politics, we in the opposition, we
are sincerely (in) politics to serve
the people, but we also do our poli-
tics for the people because of spir-
itual faith. I believe if you go and
(get) a consensus of the politicians,
most in the opposition...mostly
they are very spiritual in their
faith. They follow their faith very
well. It doesn’t matter whether (he
or she) is a Muslim, Christian or
Hindu. Politics is just an
activity…to create some policies
to help the people. That’s where
the opposition comes in - when
(government) policies are not cre-
ated to help the people.

AM: Is AM: Is AM: Is AM: Is AM: Is reformasireformasireformasireformasireformasi dead? dead? dead? dead? dead?

Gobala:Gobala:Gobala:Gobala:Gobala: Reformasi can never die.
A person can die, but reformasi will
never die because reformation
will be talked and talked about
every day. Every individual will
want to bring about reformation.
If there’s a person who says that
he doesn’t want to bring about
reformation, that means the man
is brain-dead. So everybody, in our
day-to-day (lives), we have to
bring about reformation. We are
thankful that reformation,
reformasi was brought to
Malaysians as a movement – as a
movement where each and every
individual who wanted reforma-
tion came together; they all com-
bined forces. That is why the gov-
ernment wants to put (it) down.
They can put down the organisa-
tion, they can put down the gath-
ering of the reformists, but refor-
mation (itself) can never die, and
the government can never kill ref-
ormation. q

• 1960: Born in Sitiawan, the seventh of nine
children

• Studied in SRJK (Ing) Gandhi Memorial School
in Sitiawan, SM Tok Perdana, and SMJK Nan Hwa, Sitiawan

• 1978 - 1981: Studied electrical engineering at Kolej Sultan
Ahmad Shah (ILSAS, Bangi)

• 1984: Married former national athlete Vasanthi Ramalingam
after a two-year courtship. They met while both were in-
volved in athletics and now have three children.

• 1981-1993: Worked in Tenaga Nasional

• 1993-1999: Fulltime politican with the MIC. (Last post held:
Secretary-general, MIC National Youth)

• April 1999 - Joined Keadilan

• Nov 1999 - Stood as candidate in the Teluk Kemang parlia-
mentary seat but lost

• July 1999 - Nov 2001: Vice-chairman of Keadilan Youth

• Currently Keadilan Supreme Council Member

B i o d a t a :
Gobalakrishnan Nagapan
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ur weekly visit this time
was somewhat more
special than usual be-
cause it was to mark

Hari Raya Puasa, the end of
Ramadan. The families were al-
lowed to meet the detainees dur-
ing the first three days of the festi-
val. For us, the families of the
reformasi detainees - we were al-
lowed to meet them on the first
and second days of Hari Raya.

My children and I left Kuala
Lumpur at 3.30 pm on the eve of
Hari Raya together with a family
friend who was returning home
to a village in Alor Star, which is
farther away than Kamunting. My
children drove this time as our
friends who had accompanied us
in the past were unable to make it
on this occasion as they too were
returning to their respective
kampongs to celebrate Hari Raya.

This year, Kamunting has become
our kampung as we have been
faithfully heading there every
week to meet my husband - what
more on Hari Raya.

We expected the journey to take
the usual three hours, but as the
roads were congested, it took us
nearly seven hours to reach

Taiping. We spent the night there
at the home of a friend, who was
kind enough to transform the
house into something of a hotel
for my children and me.

After Hari Raya prayers at the
Taiping mosque, we headed for
the Kamunting Detention Camp
to meet my husband. On this day,
the process of entering from the
main gate to the second gate took
almost two hours - especially on
the second day of Hari Raya - as
many visitors had arrived to meet
the detainees.

The visitors’ identity cards were
inspected and the details noted at
the first counter.

After that, we were allowed to pro-
ceed to the second gate, where
there is a waiting shelter. This
time, a television had been placed
at the waiting area - again, some-
thing unusual. We had to wait
there for one to two hours. The of-
ficers at the gates tried their best
to handle the situation, but be-
cause the rules of the visiting pro-
cedure had to be adhered to, we
were forced to wait for hours be-
fore we could go through the sec-
ond gate.

When my husband and five
other detainees were first admit-
ted to the Kamunting Detention
Camp, there were only two gates
for us to pass through before we
could meet him in the visiting
room.

ISA

Bleak Hari Raya
In Kamunting
After a long, tiring journey from out-of-town,
the detainees’ families had to wait for hours
before they could meet their loved ones.

by Aliza Jaffar

OOOOO

Three Gates
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Two months later, a fence and an-
other gate were built. The camp
officers on duty at the second gate
now cannot pass through the
third gate when accompanying us
to the visiting room. Perhaps be-
cause they have been designated
to handle the detainees’ families
— there might have been concern
that they would sympathise with
the families and the detainees.

It was only after we had been
called again that we were able to
enter the second gate. As usual,
all the food and reading material
were inspected and the details re-
corded. I was requested to sign to
confirm that I was fully responsi-
ble for the safety of the food that I
had brought for my husband.

On this occasion, we were allowed
to bring Hari Raya dishes - we
brought rice, fried chicken, and
mixed vegetables as these were the
dishes my husband had re-
quested. It had been almost three
months (since 11 September 2001)
that he had not eaten rice prop-
erly due to his boycott of camp
food to protest against his deten-
tion, which was illegitimate and
politically motivated.

We had also brought along some

lemang (glutinous rice with coco-
nut milk cooked in bamboo),
serunding daging (a meat dish),
and cakes and biscuits so that we
could share a meal with him. This
time, he was allowed to take the
unfinished food back to his dor-
mitory but it had to be transferred
into a plastic bag provided by the
camp.

The camp authorities had set up
a tent with tables and chairs in
front of the building where the
usual visiting room is located - the
area resembled a wedding recep-
tion - for the detainees to meet and
have a meal with their families.

We were surprised that on this day
we didn’t have to meet our hus-
band in a room where we would
have been separated by wire
mesh. Actually, we don’t need to
be separated by wire mesh as my
husband is not a convicted crimi-
nal.

This is one of the demands (which
have not yet been resolved) that
my husband along with five other
political detainees has made to
the Home Minister.

In all, it took us a tiring seven
hours on the road to reach
Kamunting and two hours of te-
dious waiting inside the camp -

after all this, we were only al-
lowed 45 minutes for the visit.
Despite putting us to such hard-
ship, the authorities seem incapa-
ble of showing us compassion by
allowing us a longer visit for Hari
Raya.

One of the detainees, Dr
Badrulamin, has since been re-
leased under a restriction order,
which confines him to Gombak,
Selangor, and imposes other re-
strictions on his freedom of move-
ment and involvement in politi-
cal activities. Although he is un-
der restricted residence,
Badrulamin was surprisingly al-
lowed to celebrate Hari Raya at
his kampong in Sabah. This clearly
vindicates our belief all along: that
he does not pose any threat to na-
tional security as alleged.

The same goes for my husband
and his four colleagues who are
still imprisoned on the basis of
the same allegations. We believe
that these six detainees are not a
threat to national security and
they are merely Barisan Nasional
political detainees.

At the end of November, the books
that my husband had written,

Lemang In Kamunting

Continued on page 17Continued on page 17Continued on page 17Continued on page 17Continued on page 17
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hat we feared has
come true,” Israeli so-
ciologist Baruch
Kimmerling writes in

Israel’s leading newspaper. Jews
and Palestinians are “regressing
to superstitious tribalism.... War
appears an unavoidable fate,” an
“evil colonial” war. This prospect
is likely if the U.S. grants tacit au-
thorization, with grim conse-
quences that may reverberate far
beyond.

There is, of course, no symmetry
between the “ethno-national
groups” regressing to tribalism.
The conflict is centered in territo-
ries that have been under harsh
military occupation since 1967.
The conqueror is a major armed
power, acting with massive mili-
tary, economic and diplomatic
support from the global super-
power. Its subjects are alone and
defenceless, many barely surviv-
ing in miserable camps.

The cruelty of the occupation has
been sharply condemned by inter-
national and Israeli human rights
groups for many years. The pur-
pose of the terror, economic stran-
gulation and daily humiliation is
not obscure. It was articulated in
the early years of the occupation
by Moshe Dayan, one of the Israeli
leaders most sympathetic to the
Palestinian plight, who advised
his Labor Party associates to tell

the Palestinians that “you shall
continue to live like dogs, and
whoever wishes may leave.”

The Oslo “peace process”
changed the modalities, but not
the basic concept. Shortly before
joining the Ehud Barak govern-
ment, historian Shlomo Ben-Ami,
a dove in the U.S.-Israeli spec-
trum, wrote that “the Oslo agree-
ments were founded on a
neocolonialist basis.” The intent
was to impose on the Palestinians
“almost total dependence on Is-
rael” in a “colonial situation” that
was to be “permanent.” He soon
became the architect of the latest
Barak government proposals, vir-
tually identical to Bill Clinton’s
final plan.

These proposals were highly
praised in U.S. commentary; the
Palestinians and Yasser Arafat
were blamed for their failure and
the subsequent violence.

That presentation “was a fraud
perpetrated on Israeli ... and in-
ternational ... public opinion,”
Kimmerling writes accurately. He
continues that, a look at a map
suffices to show that the Clinton-
Barak plans “presented to the Pal-
estinians impossible terms.” Cru-
cially, Israel retained “two settle-
ment blocs that in effect cut the
West Bank into pieces.” The Pal-
estinian enclaves also are effec-

tively separated from the centre of
Palestinian life in Jerusalem; the
Gaza Strip remains isolated, its
population virtually imprisoned.

Israeli settlement in the territories
doubled during the years of the
“peace process,” increasing un-
der Barak, who bequeathed the
new government of Ariel Sharon
“a surprising legacy,” the Israeli
press reported as the transition
took place early this year: “The
highest number of housing starts
in the territories” since the time
when Sharon supervised settle-
ments in 1992, before Oslo. The
facts on the ground are the living
reality for the desperate popula-
tion.

The nature of permanent neo-co-
lonial dependency was under-
scored by Israel’s High Court of
Justice in November 1999 when it
rejected yet another Palestinian
petition opposing further expan-
sion of the [Jewish] city of Maale
Adumim established to the east of
Jerusalem, virtually partitioning
the West Bank.

The court suggested that “some
good for the residents of
neighboring [Palestinian villages]
might spring from the economic
and cultural development” of the
all-Jewish city. While they try to
survive without water to drink or
fields to cultivate, the people

INTERNATIONAL

Palestine: Neocolonial
Invitation to a Tribal War
by Noam Chomsky

“W“W“W“W“W
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whose lands have been taken can
enjoy the sight of the ample hous-
ing, green lawns, swimming pools
and other amenities of the heav-
ily subsidized Israeli settlements.

Immediately after World War II,
the Geneva Conventions were
adopted to bar repetition of Nazi
crimes, including transfer of popu-
lation to occupied territories or
actions that harm civilians. As a
so-called high contracting party,
the U.S. is obligated “to ensure
respect” for the conventions.

With Israel alone opposed, the
United Nations has repeatedly
declared the conventions applica-
ble to the occupied territories; the
U.S. abstains from these votes,
unwilling to take a public stand

in violation of fundamental prin-
ciples of international law, which
require it to act to prevent settle-
ment and expropriation, attacks
on civilians with U.S.-supplied
helicopters, collective punish-
ment and all other repressive
measures used by the occupying
forces. Washington has continued
to provide the means to implement
these practices, refusing even to
allow observers who might reduce
violence and protect the victims.

For 25 years, there has been a
near-unanimous international
consensus on the terms of politi-
cal settlement: a full peace treaty
with establishment of a Palestin-
ian state after Israeli withdrawal,
an outcome that enjoys wide sup-
port even within Israel. It has been

Professor Noam ChomskyProfessor Noam ChomskyProfessor Noam ChomskyProfessor Noam ChomskyProfessor Noam Chomsky
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to the Massachusettsto the Massachusettsto the Massachusettsto the Massachusettsto the Massachusetts
Institute of TechnologyInstitute of TechnologyInstitute of TechnologyInstitute of TechnologyInstitute of Technology

blocked by Washington ever since
its veto of a Security Council reso-
lution to that effect in 1976.

It is far from an ideal solution. But
the likely current alternatives are
far more ugly.

Source: Los Angeles Times
13 August 2001

“Suara dari Kamunting 1” (Voice
from Kamunting 1) and “Suara
dari Kamunting 2” were success-
fully published. These books con-
tain his arguments that were put
across to the Kamunting Advi-
sory Board on 6 and 11 Septem-
ber 2001. He exposed the alleged
improprieties of the police, who
had been allegedly manipulated
by government political leaders.

My husband and his colleagues
will continue to struggle for jus-
tice and to expose even more
abuses by the ruling parties.
Those responsible within the
Royal Malaysian Police should
not remain silent and allow a
group to tarnish the name of the
organisation. Resolute and effec-
tive action must be taken to im-
prove the people’s confidence in
the institution of the police, who
have been entrusted with safe-
guarding the nation’s and the

people’s security. Don’t allow
yourself to be manipulated.

Although we, the families of those
detained under the cruel ISA, are
forced to sacrifice, we urge the
people and those struggling for
justice not to let our tears and suf-
fering be in vain. We pray that eve-
ryone will continue to struggle to
uphold justice on Malaysian soil
and to demand an end to oppres-
sion.  Let us together pray for the
strength to continue working to
expose oppression and to demand
that justice be upheld without any
consideration for rank and posi-
tion.

We pray that the people of Malay-
sia will have the courage to call a
spade a spade and to proclaim the
truth, as this nation is our respon-
sibility. The future of the country
depends on those of us here now,
who must ensure that our coun-
try continues to be peaceful and

that the rights of every citizen are
guaranteed by the Malaysian Con-
stitution.

We will continue to pray so that
all ISA political detainees will be
speedily released. We demand
that the Home Ministry releases
them all — their detentions vio-
late human rights and are illegiti-
mate, cruel and politically moti-
vated.

We have suffered enough! Give us
back our loved ones now!

Pray For Strength
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It appears that all is not well on
the legal front. The scandal over
marks tampering in the CLP ex-
ams has led the guillotine to come
down on director Khalid Yusoff
now out on bail on such a charge.
Marathon meetings were con-
ducted by outgoing AG Ainum
Mohd Saaid which apparently got
to the bottom of the scandal. And
now we’re in the midst of another
one involving the replacement of
the stoic Ainum herself by Abdul
Gani Patail, dubiously famous for
his performance during the
Anwar trials.

Many questions have been asked
but answers remain mired in the
murky responses of a de facto law
minister or worse, in the smirky
smile of a prime minister, who tries
to remain above the fray. The main
questions of the episode that I
want to pose are:

• Why did Ainum resign after
only 11 months on the job? She
cited health reasons but specu-
lations in the press pointed
elsewhere. How true are these
speculations?

• How was Abdul Gani ‘ap-
pointed’ without the late
Agong’s approval? The
Dewan Rakyat speaker
Mohamed Zahir said Gani
was not ‘officially’ appointed
but Rais Yatim seemed to dif-
fer.

• Is Abdul Gani’s appoinment
as AG acceptable?

Let me try to unravel a few puz-
zles in the episode first.

Ainum’s resignation for health
reasons (a thyroid disorder)

would have passed muster had it
not been for rumours and press
speculations that something had
gone amiss in her previous ten-
ure in the Securities Commissions.
I hasten to stress that these were
purely rumours which were likely
floated by a party or parties which
sought her resignation. The
Malaysian Ambassador to the
Netherlands, Noor Farida Ariffin,
took great umbrage in a letter to
Malaysiakini about how these ru-
mours had sullied Ainum’s im-
peccable record in the legal serv-
ice. Noor Farida being herself a
senior insider of the service was
only all too willing to attest to
Ainum’s integrity and high stand-
ards of professionalism.

But here comes the interesting part
of the episode. In these days of
opaqueness and information scar-
city about Malaysian goings-on
behind the scenes, we have been
blessed by the surfacing of a
Malaysian “Deep Throat”.

Stephen Gan of Malaysiakini inti-
mated in an editorial that a source
of illumination on the mucky sub-
ject arrived on the night of
Deepavali on his desk (or compu-
ter server, to be more exact). A suc-
cinct SMS message said, “AG to
resign, Gani culprit” and was fol-
lowed up with an e-mail by one
“Abang Baik” (“Deep Throat” is
my preferred lexicon).  Deep
Throat (DT) asserted boldly that
the AG would resign on Monday
(Nov. 31) and she did! She would
resign for health reasons. She did!
He also said she would be re-
placed by Abdul Gani. She was!

Much earlier before the event, the
press were eagerly seeking infor-
mation to confirm this but could
not corner Ainum nor the law

The Malaysian
“ D e e p  T h r o a t ”
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minister for definite answers. The
Star reported that Rais Yatim said
there would be changes in the
AG's chambers, followed by
Straits Times speculating that
Abdul Gani would be the new AG
but DT was way ahead of the
Press.

Gan intimates there was much
more to DT’s e-mail but here, un-
fortunately, we’re in the realm of
conjecture since we cannot con-
firm this. I repeat we cannot con-
firm this. But what DT purport-
edly revealed was dynamite! He
alleged that it was a conspiracy
that brought down Ainum,
hatched by high-ranking officials
whom he named. Ainum was al-
legedly asked to step down and
‘advised’ to resign for ‘health rea-
sons’.

Wow! What a story! Now you
know why Abang Baik should be
called “Deep Throat”. These
kinds of scandals can bring down
governments! Were it not for a
Deep Throat in the Watergate
Scandal, Richard Nixon would
remain in the annals of history as
a great American president.
Could a “Malaysian Watergate”
ever bring down a prime minis-
ter? We still await such a day.
Now, to return to the main
storyline…

In the light of the above, Abdul
Gani’s supposed appointment in
indecent haste as AG  must surely
remain problematic. Already Lim
Kit Siang has called for Ainum’s
reinstatement as AG so that she
can finish her two-year term. Cit-
ing her gruelling work over the
CLP fiasco, Kit Siang avers that
health should not be an insur-
mountable factor here. Secondly,
no proof whatsoever of any

wrongdoing in her days at the
Security Commission has been
brought to light. These remain as
mere unsubstantiated allegations
most probably perpetrated by the
“conspirators.”

As for Abdul Gani, given such a
litany of misgivings, misinforma-
tion and missteps over his current
‘appointment’, the decent thing to
do would be to step aside first be-
fore whatever is left of his reputa-
tion dissipates entirely. Further-
more, Rais Yatim should not make
such a spectacle of himself by vir-
tually pleading with the Dewan
Rakyat to let the government go
ahead with Abdul Gani’s ap-
pointment, especially given the
speaker’s opinion on the subject.
He should, with some dignity,
hold back the appointment and
keep making excuses for putting
the cart before the horse. But in all
likelihood my suggestions above
would be academic when this
goes to print, but it’s important
nonetheless to put them on record.

Meanwhile, on the positive side
of the ledger, we have some cause
to celebrate for the surfacing of a
Malaysian Deep Throat. May
more brave Malaysians come forth
to foil the nefarious schemes of
those in authority whose actions

have increasingly become more
and more questionable, unethical
and cynical. Anonymity is no
crime if truth is the object.

They’re at it again – meddling
with campus politics. But this time
it’s not your usual knee-jerk re-
sponse of direct clamping down
on dissidents. It’s more sinister
than that. It’s a concerted orches-
tration of student elections to the
various university student repre-
sentative councils (MPPs). Piec-
ing together the various bits of in-
formation, I gathered that the
usual screening of candidates has
become more stringent, including
using a student’s academic stand-
ing to determine if he or she is eli-
gible to stand. This is a job tradi-
tionally handled by the HEP (stu-
dent affairs) department but more
definite input seems now to be
coming from the government it-
self.

The reason for this new round of
interference is obvious. Ever since
Reformasi, students have been sus-
pect as a major sector of support.
Puteri UMNO as we once noted
in the column tried a few ruses to
get students on its side but this
appears to have been a bit of a flop.
Many of the councils are still con-
trolled by Islamic and reformasi-
minded students.

So, when student elections were
conducted - and mind you they
were being conducted simultane-
ously as far as we know for the
first time - the Malay media char-
acterised candidates and the re-
sultant councils as either pro-
kerajaan  (pro-government) or pro–

Q Q Q Q Q
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pembangkang (pro-oppositon).
Yep, campus politics is now a mi-
crocosm of national politics. So,
how fared the two opposing
forces this time?

According to Utusan Malaysia, six
institutes of higher education are
now pro-government and seven
are pro-opposition. Of course, uni-
versity spokesmen vehemently
deny this.

Among the more prominent,
Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM),
Universiti Teknologi Mara (UiTM)
and Kolej Tun Hussein Onn,
Universiti Sabah Malaysia (UMS)
are now said to be in government
control. On the other hand,
Universiti Malaya (UM),
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia
(UTM), Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia (UKM) and Universiti
Sains Malaysia (USM) continue to
be controlled by the opposition.

There’s surely cause for alarm for
the government, then. Despite all
the best efforts of the campus ‘Pak
Turut’ to skew student politics in
the governmental direction, only
the newer universities seem to
have succumbed to such pres-
sures.

The student elections episode
came close on the heels of the in-
famous remark by a Penang poli-
tician who said he was privy to
an alleged list of USM lecturers
who supported the opposition.
The man had the temerity to im-
ply that the VC should take some
sort of action against these lectur-
ers. The president of the staff as-
sociation roundly condemned the
politician’s interference as an af-
front to academic freedom but it
worries me that academic freedom
may become academic one day.

Rumour has it that all university
lecturers will soon be required to
sign some sort of oath of loyalty to
the government.  “Sign or resign”
seems to be the new motto on cam-
puses!

“Sign” was exactly what a delega-
tion of students representatives
did when they met the prime min-
ister for a supposed “dialogue”.
As the prime minister arrived late,
the group had to go ahead with
breaking fast, followed by prayers
and the dialogue was conven-
iently avoided.  Instead the event
became a ruse for the students to
sign prepared oaths of loyalty to
the government!

Speaking of which, can anybody
apart from the education minister
and his officers running the
higher education department, tell
us the names of today’s VCs?
Okay, the students, faculty and
administrative staff of a particu-
lar university will be able to tell
us who their VC is. But apart from
him (hint, hint, they’re all males)
can they name another VC? Won-
der why their names are so diffi-
cult to come by?

True, most have only been ap-
pointed these past years. But it’s
also true that most, prior to their
appointments, had not been par-
ticularly outstanding academi-
cians either. Nor have we heard
of any of them making a scientific
discovery, authoring an outstand-
ing book, or contributing
substantively to any recent debate
on a matter of public interest since
their appointments. It’s really un-
fair on our part then to expect them
to prioritise academic matters and
to restore a climate of serious
scholarship in our universities.
After all, they were not appointed
to do that. Their main task is to
assist the authorities to hold the
fort, come what may. And they do

Q Q Q Q Q
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have the necessary credentials for
that: dependable, loyal, trustwor-
thy. Like those loyal and depend-
able top civil servants, so too the
VCs remain nameless. Who can
name the top officer in communi-
cations? or immigration? or hu-
man resources?

Admittedly, there’s this chap in
this university bordering Thai-
land whose name might ring a
bell. His outlandish claims that
the universities have been over-
run by anti-government students
and staff have gained him much
press and projected him as a
model VC, although what’s-his-
name has been taking to his task
more like a security officer rather
than an innocuous administrator,
let alone an academic.

And alright, some might have also
heard of this other new VC who’s
getting into the news too. Most re-
cently he outlined plans on how
he intended to make his univer-
sity a ‘more healthy place’ – with
clean toilets mind you – as well
as more ‘student-friendly’ even
though his university, too, had
been ferreting out unbecoming
students who had allegedly con-
travened the Universities and
University Colleges Act. How so?
By issuing press statements, dem-
onstrating and possessing anti-
ISA badges apparently. Now
that’s really doublespeak ! His
plans for improving academic
standards remain as yet unveiled.
With VCs like these, who needs
politicians and the police!

It’s hard not to fear the rapid slide
of our universities into abysmal
mediocrity when the very essence
of a university’s intellectual cli-
mate is denied by the actions of
the government and those who

command positions of authority
from VCs down to Department
heads.

The controversy continues to rage
over Mahathir’s declaration of
Malaysia as “Negara Islam” (Is-
lamic state). The latest episode at
the time of writing concerns the
government’s withdrawal of its
booklet “Malaysia as an Islamic
State”. It’s not entirely clear why
the booklet was withdrawn but
the official reason has been that it
“caused harm.”  Let’s try to get
beneath this classic epitome of
opaqueness delivered by the
deputy information minister
Mohd Khalid Yunus.

First, the booklet in its psychedelic,
orangey cover depicted an aero-
plane speeding away from a
mosque in the background. Won-
derful graphics, especially given
the terror attacks on the WTC twin
towers!!  The meek explanation
came quickly that the booklet was
conceived long before September
11. Still, what a tacky cover!

What’s it supposed to convey –
an Islamic state in which ‘technol-
ogy’ is not taboo but represents the
means to take us forward into a
brave new world? If so, the plane
is a poor metaphor when the na-
tional airline MAS has virtually
hit rock bottom these days!

The more serious reason for
withdrawal may only be sur-
mised as something to do with
the term “zimmi” (sometimes
spelled, dhimmi). The DAP has
urged the government to with-
draw the booklet because in an
Islamic state, non-Muslims are
conceived as zimmis (or zimma),
who are obliged to pledge loy-
alty to the state in lieu of its pro-
tection. Already some analysts
have pointed out that the zimmi
notion denotes a second-class
citizenship.  As Patricia
Martinez has suggested in an
article for Malaysiakini, policies
with respect to zimmis in an Is-
lamic state (deduced from the
writings of Al-Marwadi) could
include the following:

1 ) identify their appearance by
wearing the distinguishing
badge and tightened belt;

2) not build structures that are
higher than the Muslims’;

3) not allow bell-ringing, the
chanting of their scriptures, or
their sayings to reach Muslim
ears;

4) not display in public their
wine-drinking, crosses and
swine;

5) conceal the burying of their
dead and not publicly voice
their wailing and mourning,
and;

6) be prohibited from riding
horses, whether thoroughbred
or crossbred, but not from rid-
ing mules and donkeys.

Q Q Q Q Q
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Given the above, it seems impera-
tive for the government to explain
whether an application of the
zimmi concept will contravene
the Malaysian constitution or not
and if so how could it be modified
if at all to accommodate the cur-
rent reality and constitutional
rights of all citizens. A re-interpre-
tation could turn out to be quite
amusing. Take the case of the rul-
ing on horses, mules and donkeys.
Presumably, in this day and age
in Malaysia, Muslims will be al-
lowed to buy cars such as
Mercedes and BMWs but non-
Muslims will have to be satisfied
with Protons and Kancils!

It’s clear that Mahathir’s one-
upmanship vis-à-vis PAS has led
to its current mess of pronouncing
Malaysia an Islamic state. In a
multicultural society such as ours,
it’s unethical and downright
wrong to put out government docu-
ments with profound implications
for the country’s various commu-
nities without prior consultation.

‘Stressed Out!’ These were the
words used by this architect-ur-
ban planner to describe Penang

when he recently visited. The poor
little island was simply carrying
too much traffic, noise and pollu-
tion. In the narrow streets of the
inner city, the entire stretch of
Green Lane, Jalan Air Itam, the
Bayan Baru vicinity, and all the
way from Tanjong Tokong to Batu
Feringghi, it was chock-a-block.
Penangites and visitors were get-
ting impatient and knocking into
another which led to more stress.
It didn’t help that road construc-
tions were underway in Tanjong
Bungah and Bayan Baru. Or that
they were still digging to lay new
water pipes in so many places.

Not only was there stress trying
to get from one place to another.
Once one got there – the Botanical
Gardens, Gurney Drive, Kek Lok
Si, hawker-food haunts or shop-
ping malls – one could not find
an empty parking spot. Many
therefore resorted to parking up
the curbs, alongside yellow lines,
and double-parking too.

There were other tell-tale signs of
breakdown. Because of the repeal
of the Rent Control Act, numerous
houses in the inner city now stood
empty and were fast getting di-
lapidated while some of their
former occupants now lived in the
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Stressed Out

five-foot ways. Try looking for a
public toilet and what you get in
Gurney Drive for example is a
portable box issuing foul smells
and much besides. Go to the beach
and find it crowded as well as
strewn with plastic bags, bottles,
and styrofoam food containers.
Try swimming in the polluted
waters if you dare.

Just a month earlier the State As-
sembly had sat and the future de-
velopment plans of Penang were
tabled. There was some debate
about those plans and much hype
about the CM’s plans to move the
administrative center out of
Komtar to Bayan Baru, touted as
Penang’s mini-Putrajaya. Such a
move might ease the woes of the
political elite who now have to
negotiate the inner-city traffic. But
it does not resolve the island’s traf-
fic problem whatsoever. It will
probably worsen the inner city
blight instead, as businesses and
trades follow the politicians and
administrators away. Sadly, there
was no comprehensive transpor-
tation plan presented, and no se-
rious querying by the Assembly-
men (except for three all from the
BN) about its absence. Nothing
serious was asked, and so no con-
crete plans offered on how the
public transport system might be
improved.  Given such serious
stress now, wouldn’t the construc-
tion of a Third Link, whether in
the northern or southern part of
the island simply bring about a
breakdown? Surely there’s a good
overview of the problem from the
upper reaches of Komtar. Or have
the politicians become so accus-
tomed to looking down on us that
they have become impervious to
recognizing how stressed out
Penangites are?

D.L. DaunD.L. DaunD.L. DaunD.L. DaunD.L. Daun
A mini-Putrajaya for Penang?
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REGIONAL

India And Pakistan On
The Brink Of  All-Out War
by Richard M. Bennett - AFI Research, London

Pakistani President
Gen. Pervez Musharraf

“We do not want war,“We do not want war,“We do not want war,“We do not want war,“We do not want war,
but war is being thrustbut war is being thrustbut war is being thrustbut war is being thrustbut war is being thrust
on us and we will haveon us and we will haveon us and we will haveon us and we will haveon us and we will have
to face it.”to face it.”to face it.”to face it.”to face it.”

Indian Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee

Pakistan’s armedPakistan’s armedPakistan’s armedPakistan’s armedPakistan’s armed
forces “are fullyforces “are fullyforces “are fullyforces “are fullyforces “are fully
prepared andprepared andprepared andprepared andprepared and
capable of defeatingcapable of defeatingcapable of defeatingcapable of defeatingcapable of defeating
all challenges.”all challenges.”all challenges.”all challenges.”all challenges.”

BBBBB
oth India and Pakistan
in recent days have de-
ployed substantial com-
bat forces to important

strategic areas along their borders
and with tension continuing to
mount the Indian army has or-
dered residents in border villages
to leave. The powerful Indian air
force has moved more equipment
to the frontier bases both to bring
units based there up to full war
strength and to further  reinforce
them with more Fighter units from
Central and Eastern Commands.
Indian defence ministry officials
pointedly say that they are only
responding to a massive troop
build-up by Pakistan.

Heavy machine-gun fire and con-
tinual shelling by both sides’ for-
ward positions continued through
much of the last three nights in
the Galahar sector of the Jammu
region of Kashmir during which
the Indian army said it had de-
stroyed eight Pakistan bunkers in
response to the killing of two In-
dian soldiers on patrol in the area
on Sunday.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee has clearly concluded
that Pakistan was responsible for
a suicide attack on India’s Parlia-
ment and has since withdrawn
his ambassador to Pakistan and
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ordered a shutdown of cross-bor-
der train services. In a clear state-
ment of the level of anger felt in
India, Mr Vajpayee said, “There
is worry in many nations about
what will happen if there is a war
between India and Pakistan.” He
went on to add, “We do not want
war, but war is being thrust on us
and we will have to face it.”

Pakistan’s President General
Pervez Musharraf response was
to warn India against any aggres-
sion. “Let me assure my country-
men that your armed forces are
fully prepared and capable of de-
feating all challenges,” he added,
quoting Pakistan’s founding fa-
ther, Mohammed Ali Jinnah. “Re-
lations could improve provided
the Indian government will shed
the superiority complex and will
deal with Pakistan on an equal
footing”

Tensions have markedly in-
creased since the Dec 13th attack
on the Parliament in New Delhi
and the number of clashes has
grown since in Kashmir, an area
that has bedevilled relations be-
tween the two states for over fifty
years and resulted in four major
conflicts.

In an informal briefing before the
Cabinet Committee on Security, the
Army Chiefs of Staff have already
expressed their preparedness for
war and appear to have come to
the somewhat dubious conclu-
sion that any action against the
Pakistan-controlled areas of Kash-
mir would not lead to a large-
scale conflagration since Paki-
stan’s present political situation
would not allow its army to un-
dertake a full-fledged war with
India.

High-altitude reconnaissance
aircraft and unmanned spy
drones are keeping a close watch
on Pakistani army movement
while satellites are being used
to identify terrorist camps in the
Pakistan-controlled areas of
Kashmir.  India’s Defence Re-
search and Development Or-
ganisation has also developed
a sophisticated manpack Battle-
field radar and these have been
rushed into use.

Short-range and light, the radars,
weighing only 30 kg, can spot a
crawling man from 500 metres, a
walking man from 2 km, and a
group of men from 5 km and
would prove invaluable in the dif-
ficult terrain of much of Kashmir
and are in addition to the new
long-range Battlefield surveil-
lance radars purchased from Is-
rael and France.

From the tactical intelligence
gained, the Indian Chiefs of Staff
will decide on which of the sev-
eral options that are available to
them. These include a substantial
ground attack penetrating up to
25km inside the Line of Control
with full air cover or a comprehen-
sive US-style bombing assault us-
ing Mirage-2000 and Sukhoi-24
supersonic attack fighters along
with the first use of the 200km
Prithvi ballistic missiles in a 24-
36 hour air blitz.

However, most independent ob-
servers are doubtful that if the con-
flict escalates in Kashmir that a
wider war along the international
borders between India and Paki-
stan could be avoided for long. The
knock-on effects of a major con-
flagration involving two nuclear
armed powers on Afghanistan,

relations with China, the US War
on Terrorism and the overall sta-
bility of South Asia could be in-
calculable and both the United
States and the UK governments
are privately expressing serious
concern.

Acute pressure is being applied
by the State Department on both
Islamabad and New Delhi to do
everything possible to avoid an all
out war and the United States is
acutely aware of how closely mir-
rored India’s reactions to a long
series of Islamic provocations cul-
minating on Dec 13 are to the
events of Sept 11. So too is the dis-
trust and growing irritation with
General Musharraf’s regime in
Pakistan.

Britain’s hard pressed Security
and Police services will no doubt
have been warned to prepare
contingency plans to deal with
any overspill of any conflict
onto the crowded streets of a
number of major UK cities where
the two immigrant communities
live in close proximity.  Although
there was little or no trouble be-
tween ethnic Indians and Paki-
stanis during past wars, under
the heightened tensions prevail-
ing since the Islamic attacks on
the USA, the chances for inter-
communal violence in Britain is
now far greater.

The nightmare that any conven-
tional conflict between these two
heavily armed Asian States could
slip into a limited nuclear ex-
change should be sufficient to
spoil the New Year holidays of
most senior politicians on both
sides of the Atlantic.

Source: Mid-East Realities
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o Muslims resent Chris-
tians in Indonesia? And
conversely, do Chris-
tians hate Muslims in In-

donesia? On the surface at times
it is the way it looks like, but I do
not think this feeling of mutual
enmity permeates throughout all
layers of Islamic and Christian
communities in the country.

I do not know precisely how the
situation is among Christians, but
I know that among Indonesian
Muslims there are those who can
get along and even become
friends with Christians, besides
those who hate them.

In the eyes of the tolerant Muslims,
Christians are fellow Indonesians,
fellow human beings, who hap-
pen to have a different belief sys-
tem. In their view, attitudes to-
wards followers of other religions
should not be based upon the
“otherness” of their religion, but
upon their religiosity and their
“character”; upon the extent to
which they consistently observe
the values prescribed by their re-
ligion and by society.

A real “good” Christian will, in
their view, exhibit a character, a
personality that is very much simi-
lar to that of a really “good” Mus-
lim.

The attitudes of Muslims in Indo-

nesia towards Christians cover a
broad spectrum, ranging all the
way from feelings of enmity or
hostility to feelings of amity or
friendship. Between hatred at the
one end of the spectrum and
friendship at the other, there are
innumerable nuances in the mid-
dle.

The general rule in this regard is
that whenever a group of Muslims
view Christians as a group of a
faceless crowd, the sentiment that
usually arises is that of encoun-
tering an unknown social entity,
toward which they cannot foster
any feeling of sympathy.

This kind of mindset can easily
develop into a feeling of animos-
ity. I know of persons who disliked
Christians and Christianity so
much that they refused to use
words whenever they wanted to
refer to Christians as a whole.
They just made a cross sign, us-
ing their right and left forefingers.

Could you imagine what might
happen if these persons meet their
“counterparts” from the Christian
side, especially when such per-
sons happen to have followers
who harbour similar rancour?

This is an important question, be-
cause, according to my Christian
friends, there are also militant
zealots within Christian commu-

nities who are always ready to be
parts of a violent mob.

What makes tolerant Muslims
abandon their animosity against
Christians? It is when Muslims
begin to perceive Christians as
individuals, as human personali-
ties. When you reach this stage of
humanity, the feeling of facing an
unknown social entity in the face
of a group of Christians vanishes,
and in its place emerges the feel-
ing of facing real individuals, real
human beings, who are endowed
with positive and negative traits,
showing pleasant and less pleas-
ant characteristics.

A case in point was the late Romo
J.B. Mangunwijaya, a Catholic
priest, architect, novelist, and an
ardent defendant of marginalized
people (see box on next page). In-
donesian Muslims who knew
him, myself included, respect him.
No one among us hated him.
What we saw — and still see — in
him was first and foremost a great
humanist.

We, his Muslim friends, either
overlooked or ignored the fact that
he was a Catholic priest. In a
Catholic church in Yogyakarta,
when a requiem mass was held to
honour him, many Muslims,
friends and admirers of the late
priest, attended the service to
show their reverence for him.

HEART TO HEART
"What comes from the lips reaches the ear,
what comes from the heart reaches the heart" - Arab proverb

Celebrating Ramadan
And Christmas
by Mochtar Buchori

DDDDD
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At the end of this Catholic serv-
ice, this group of Muslim friends
chanted in unison the Islamic
verse, “Allaah hu Akbar! Inna lillaah
wa innalillahi roji’un!” Great is
Allah! From Allah thy come, and
to Allah thy shall return.” At that
moment the line that divides Mus-
lims and Christians vanished.
What was hanging in the air was
a deep sense of grief, arising from
the feeling that a beloved friend
had departed.

At this juncture of our history the
question is how to eradicate the
feeling of mutual hostility and
nurture feelings of goodwill
among members of these two ma-
jor religious communities? Failure
to do this will certainly thrust this
nation into an endless chain of
religious conflicts, which ulti-
mately may cause this country to
collapse.

 What do we have to do to make
ourselves move from the present
chaotic condition into a more or-
derly and civilised life? We will
be able to chart the path toward
this goal only if we understand
the origin of animosity, both
among Muslims and among
Christians.

I often ask myself, “Where do the
seeds of this hatred come from
among Muslims? Does Islamic
education consciously purport to
make young Muslims hate Chris-
tians?” I do not accept, and refuse
to accept the assertion implied in
this last question. But somehow
this impression persists in my
mind.

In my case, I was never told to hate
Christians. Yet there was a time
in my life when I felt uneasy, infe-
rior and a little bit jealous towards
Christians.

In hindsight, I think it was the oft-
repeated message that Islam is the
only right religion — meaning that
other religions are less right — that
might be the origin of my negative
feelings in the past towards Chris-
tians and Christianity. This was
reinforced by my social experi-
ences during the Dutch colonial
time, and at the end my aversion
toward Christians and Christian-
ity was shaped.

For five years I harboured the feel-
ing that Indonesian Muslims
were treated less favourably by the
Netherlands Indies colonial ad-
ministration. Everything in my
personal life stressed my inferior
status. My school, of the
Muhammadiyah organisation,
was housed in a shabby rented
building, situated next to a Catho-
lic church that looked very mighty
in my eyes.

The words Soli Deo Gloria were
written with protruded letters
above the main gate in an arch
form. They are still there today.
This church was located on a high
ground, while my school’s loca-
tion was at a lower level on the
verge of a river.

Every Sunday I felt the pain of be-
ing a member of a politically dis-
criminated group.  When I went
to school on Sundays —
Muhammadiyah schools were
open on Sundays and closed on
Fridays, I would see people visit-
ing the church for morning
masses, all well dressed. And on
my way to my school I had to pass
a Christian school that was
equally close to the same river
near my school, but located in a
two-storey long building with its
name Hollands Inlandse School Met
De Bijbel, written with big letters
across the long wall of the upper

floor.

This kind of daily experience led
to a feeling of inferiority. I felt infe-
rior towards my friends who stud-
ied at Christian schools. I had the
feeling that they received better in-
struction than I did. One day,
when a Catholic friend and I
walked and played in a field out-
side our village, he took a flower
and explained to me the anatomy
of that flower, explaining the func-
tion of each part. I felt so dumb,
because we were formally at the
same grade level, but enrolled in
two different schools.

It took quite a long time for me to
overcome these feelings. It was my
social experiences in my village
community and later in a multi-
religious boarding school that sof-
tened and finally erased my nega-
tive feelings toward Christians.

One of my teachers in the village
was a Catholic, and he was a good
teacher. My father, known by the
population in the entire sub-dis-
trict as the kyai or religious teacher
of the area, got along very well
with this Catholic teacher of mine.

It was my father who repeatedly
told me to be tolerant and religious.
He often quoted one quote from
the Prophet’s saying or the
hadiths, “Don’t look at who is say-
ing what, but listen to what is be-
ing said”.

This instruction to be tolerant was
later repeatedly reinforced in my
boarding school. It was there that
I learned to respect and to live har-
moniously with friends from
other religions.

Can we create, in this pluralistic
society of ours, opportunities for
learning to know each other, for
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learning to conquer our rancour,
and for learning the art of living
together peacefully and harmoni-
ously?

May this holy month of
Ramadhan and the spirit of the

Y B Mangun-
wijaya (always
known as Romo
Mangun) died of
a heart attack on
10 February

1999, moments after present-
ing a paper at a Jakarta sym-
posium. On 6 May 1999 he
would have turned 70.

In Yogyakarta where he was
buried, and in the Jakarta Ca-
thedral beforehand, thou-
sands came to mourn, among
them President Habibie and
Sri Sultan Hamengkubowono
X. There were street kids, poli-
ticians, military officers, stu-
dents, and East Timor activ-
ists.

Mangun was known as an ar-
chitect, novelist, artist, social
worker, parish priest, but
above all as someone who al-
ways sided with the poor. In
1989 he took up the cause of
farmers displaced by the gi-
ant Kedung Ombo dam. In
1984 he went on a hunger
strike on behalf of squatters
living under the bridge at
Yogyakarta's Code River.

He always wanted Catholics
to do the best for the down-
trodden, but never in order to
catholicise them. He once told
a Muslim friend: 'Be a pious

out of his historical insight
that the founders of the repub-
lic had fought only for the free-
dom of the territory of the
former Netherlands India, and
out of his great feeling for jus-
tice and a revulsion against
any kind of human rights
abuse, Romo Mangun became
one of the first Indonesians to
speak publicly in favour of a
just solution to this bloody
conflict.

In the second theme, however,
Mangun came much closer to
the area of practical politics.
Over the last twelve months he
became a very vocal defender
of the federative idea within
the political arena. Precisely
because he thought of himself
as a fighter for independence,
he saw that the future of the
entire island nation could only
be saved as the Republic of In-
donesia by working towards a
federative state.

He had many friends among
the young. Damairia Pakpa-
han, one of the young people
who often accompanied him,
wrote: 'I feel he gave me an in-
ner toughness with the stories
of his own life as we travelled
around Central Java, or in our
work at Code River. Amidst our
often depressing struggles he
opened a critical dimension'.

Source: Inside Indonesia:
April-June 1999 and
July-Sept 1999

Muslim'. Most of all he was a
teacher. His Basic Education In-
stitute (DED) focused on primary
age children.

As a priest he knew he was vul-
nerable to the allegation that he
was hunting for converts through
his social action, especially after
he began a basic education project
for the children in the Kedung
Ombo dam environs. For that rea-
son he made a close ally out of his
friend Kiai Hamam Dja'far of
Magelang, who has also since
died.

Not out of the tactical considera-
tion that he needed someone to
cover his back but, as he said, in
the full awareness that in an ac-
tion such as this every hint of con-
version fanaticism must be
avoided. He was convinced that
only by working together hand in
hand, in praxis, to improve the
lives of the oppressed was it pos-
sible to break through the reli-
gious dividing walls. In that re-
spect Romo Mangun's life as an
activist has become a role model
for all socio-political activists in
Indonesia, indeed by no means
only in Indonesia.

Now we must mention two fur-
ther themes in the 'Mangun as
political activist' narrative. First is
a deep involvement in the cause
of the East Timorese. Arguing both

coming Christmas light the fire of
tolerance in the hearts of our po-
litical leaders, so that they will be
able to lead the people towards re-
ligious reconciliation that will
ensure the survival of this nation.
Amien!

Source: Jakarta Post, 5 Dec 2001

Romo Mangun, Activist

Mochtar Buchori  is  anMochtar Buchori  is  anMochtar Buchori  is  anMochtar Buchori  is  anMochtar Buchori  is  an
educator and legis latoreducator and legis latoreducator and legis latoreducator and legis latoreducator and legis lator
based in Jakarta.based in Jakarta.based in Jakarta.based in Jakarta.based in Jakarta.
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f you are still shaken by
the horrifying scenes of
September 11 ,  please
observe a moment of si-

lence for the 5,000 civilian lives
lost in the New York, Washing-
ton, DC and Pennsylvania at-
tacks.

While we’re at it, let’s have 13
minutes of silence for the 130,000
Iraqi civilians killed in 1991 by
order of President Bush Sr. Take
another moment to remember how
Americans celebrated and
cheered in the streets.

Now another 20 minutes of si-
lence for the 200,000 Iranians
killed by Iraqi soldiers using
weapons and money provided
to young Saddam Hussein by
the American government be-
fore the great eagle turned all its
power against Iraq.

REFLECTION

A Minute Of Silence
Another 15 minutes of silence for
the Russians and 150,000 Af-
ghans killed by the Taliban troups
who were supported and trained
by the CIA.

Plus 10 minutes of silence for
100,000 Japanese killed in Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki by the
Atomic bombs dropped by the
USA.

We’ve just kept quiet for one hour:
one minute for the Americans
killed in NY, DC, and Pennsylva-
nia, 59 minutes for their victims
throughout the world.

If you are still in awe, let’s have
another hour of silence for all
those killed in Vietnam, which is
not something Americans like to
admit.

Or for the massacre in Panama in
1989, where Americans troups
attacked poor villagers, leaving
20,000 Panamanians homeless
and thousands more dead.

Or for the millions of children who
have died because of the USA em-
bargoes on Iraq and Cuba.

Or the hundreds of thousands
brutally murdered throughout the
world by USA-sponsored civil
wars and coups d’état (Chile, Ar-
gentina, Uruguay, Bolivia, Guate-
mala, El Salvador to name a few)

Maybe, and although the memory
of Americans claims otherwise,
someone may remember the USA

attack on Bagdad where 18,000
civilians were killed. Did some-
one see it on CNN? Was justice
ever served? Or was there even any
retaliation?

We hope that Americans finally
begin to understand their vulner-
ability and the cowardly attacks
and other tragedies that they have
caused around the world.

The dead in other places hurt as
much as the dead of the Towers.

Now, let’s talk about terrorism,
shall we?

If people don’t know about
power and let their atten-
tion wander completely,
then those in power will
take liberties. And the only
way to keep the huge
power of the market and
the political elites in some
kind of check is through an
informed, active and occa-
sionally difficult citizenry.
And this, in turn, needs
public-sphere journalism,
even if it doesn’t always re-
alise it.’

Andrew Marr,Andrew Marr,Andrew Marr,Andrew Marr,Andrew Marr,
the BBC’s political editor

(The Independent,
16 March 2001)

IIIII
Public Sphere

J o u r n a l i s m
N e e d e d
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Given Singapore’s rugged politi-
cal history, there has, under-
standably, been a noticeable
dearth of dissident literature.
The reasons are not far to seek:
political dissidents, especially
those detained by the authori-
ties, were inhibited by condi-
tions of their release from asso-
ciating with one another let
alone writing biographies ques-
tioning their original detention.
Singapore, a command society,
does not encourage such lèse-
majesté literature, and publish-
ers — be they domestic or for-
eign — are slow to publish in
this regard for fear of, among
other possibilities, losing their
printing or publishing licence.

Thus, these two books, Comet in
Our Sky: Lim Chin Siong in His-
tory (edited by Tan Jing Quee and
Jomo. K.S., illustrated. 170 pp.,
IBSN 983-9602) and Said
Zahari’s Dark Clouds at Dawn: A
Political Memoir, (illustrated. 316
pp., IBSN 983-9602-13-6) make
a belated albeit refreshing pres-
ence to correct the lopsided offi-
cial history.

It is worth recalling that it was Lee
Kuan Yew, then in political oppo-
sition, who first sought the favour
and support of Lim Chin Siong,
and, to a lesser degree, of Said
Zahari, among others, in his quest
for political control.  They became
his comrades with whom he ran,
and later hunted, with the British
colonial and Malaysian govern-
ments.  Some would call it politi-
cal astuteness but others would
term it base treachery.  Be that as it
may, there is no doubt whatsoever
Lee played a singular role behind
the scenes in their subsequent in-
carceration by those governments,
rationalizing their detention
many years later by labelling them
communists, communist sympa-
thizers and such like, even though
he knew they were not.

In this regard, the gross libel he

allegedly practised on them was
perpetuated by an uncritical
news media — until the scales
fell in 1971 as a result of his ham-
fisted suppression of the print
media.   Some official records,
but not all, have recently been
declassified in London, enough
to suggest that Lim Chin Siong
— and his fellow detainees —
were not as stridently red as Lee
had painted them to be.

Given the increasing availability
of those records and, as dissidents
are emboldened to write their po-
litical memoirs, further light will
be thrown onto, what some be-
lieved to be, Lee’s sinister role in
the 1950s and 1960s, especially in
the 1963 internal security exercise
cynically-named Operation Cold
Store, wherein he used the bogey
of communism to prevail upon the
British and Malayan governments
to decimate the effective political
opposition in one fell swoop by
arbitrary arrests: a pretext which
he still uses even after Singapore
achieved independence.

Comet in Our Sky: Lim Chin Siong
in History is unfortunately not
written by him, although Said
Zahari — a former Utusan Melayu
editor and long-time fellow politi-

BOOK REVIEW

Review of Comet in Our Sky: Lim Chin Siong in History &
Dark Clouds at Dawn: A Political Memoir

Important Books
With A Tale To Tell

by Francis T Seow
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cal detainee — mentions a pro-
jected collaboration to write a joint
memoir.  It was, however, frus-
trated by Chin Siong’s sudden
demise twenty-three days shy of
his sixty-third birthday of a heart
attack on February 5, 1996.  The
political climate was not then con-
ducive for such literary endeav-
our: in any event, they would not
have had easy access to research
facilities and the publishing in-
dustry, which was — and still is
— too intimidated to consider, let
alone accept, any contrary pub-
lishing assignments.

Some essayists speak of Chin
Siong’s emotional distress in
prison.  Like Said Zahari, he was
placed in solitary confinement for
inordinately long periods at a
time, a sure prescription for de-
pression.  But, unlike Said Zahari,
Chin Siong apparently suffered
from high-blood pressure, whose
adverse effects combined with
periods of solitary confinement
were allegedly further intensified
by the psychotropic drugs spe-
cially prescribed him by the prison
psychiatrist, which finally drove
him to attempt suicide at the Gen-
eral Hospital.

It sparked off ugly rumours at
the time that he was being de-
liberately done in by the authori-
ties.  However, Lee, in his self-
serving memoirs, From Third
World to First, put it down to the
sudden realization that “Com-
munism [had] failed him.”  The
explanation is not only cynical
but facile — just as his statement
simpliciter therein that, unlike
his fellow detainees, Chin Siong
was not banished from Singa-
pore under Operation Cold
Store.  Lee failed to mention that
Chin Siong is a Singapore citi-

zen who could not by law be
banished: it was thus no act of
compassion.

Significantly, the self-same prison
psychiatrist later committed sui-
cide reviving knowing whispers
that Chin Siong had apparently
been over-prescribed medications
against the former’s better judg-
ment.  However it may be, the last
word on this topic has not been
written.

Thus, when Chin Siong appeared
before a triumphant Lee in his
grandiose official residence at Sri
Temasek to plead for his release
to the United Kingdom “for stud-
ies,” he was not so much a “disil-
lusioned” man, as Lee asserted,
as a broken man.  Long solitary
confinement under torturous con-
ditions and apparently generous
prescriptions of psychotropic
drugs had broken him.

No explanation is offered by any
essayists as to why Chin Siong
became instead a barrow-boy
selling fruits and vegetables in
London.  For he was known to
have a sharp intellect, amongst
other accomplishments.  Was it
because he was so crushed in
body and mind that it took him
years to recuperate from his fear-
some ordeal?  Be that as it may,
they never met again, but in a
statement that pushes the outer
edge of credibility, Lee however
claimed they “. . .  exchanged
greetings in New Year cards.”

Even so, Chin Siong paid a high
price for his relative freedom: in
the egregious ISD — Internal Se-
curity Department — fashion, he
had been psyched up to de-
nounce his comrades, some of
whom did not know of nor appre-

ciate his physical and mental dis-
tress, including apparently the
nefarious use of sleep depriva-
tion.  One can only surmise what
indignities he was made to go
through!  It is in this context that
the open letter allegedly written
by Chin Siong to Dr. Lee Siew
Choh, the Barisan Sosialis chair-
man, urging him and the Barisan
faithful to abandon the good fight,
must be read.

If experience is any guide, there is
every reason to believe the letter
was probably dictated and crafted
by the ISD as a condition of his
release.  With his contrived exile
to London, Lee removed the great-
est political threat to him and his
PAP government.

This book is a collection of re-
flective essays and tributes by
Chin Siong’s former political
colleagues and fellow detainees,
friends and admirers who had
known him during his life-time,
among whom are Malaysian
Professor of Anthropology Syed
Husin Ali, Malaysian Academy
of Sciences Vice President Dr. M.
K. Rajakumar, and Malaysian
poet laureate, Usman Awang.  It,
however, tends to be repetitious
as the essays have not been ed-
ited with regard to one another.

It is a pity there are no contribu-
tions from C.V. Devan Nair —
Chin Siong’s former political com-
rade and fellow detainee and,
later, president of Singapore —
and Dr. Lee Siew Choh, which
would have lent even greater po-
litical heft to this slender volume.

However that may be, two very
fine essays by British academic,
Dr. T.N. Harper, and his Austral-
ian counterpart,  Dr. Greg
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Poulgrain, give the book that ex-
tra edge, which for them alone
makes the book recommendable,
notwithstanding the editorial
and printing limitations noted.
By implication they call into
question Lee's spin on those
events in The Singapore Story,
whose debut as his political
memoirs was assisted by a le-
gion of government personnel
and staff from the Straits Times
newspaper.

One small comment.  Given the
contents, the title is a misnomer:
Lim Chin Siong was not a comet.
He is a star in Singapore’s politi-
cal firmament, and, as such, oc-
cupies a place in its political pan-
theon.

The second book, Dark Clouds at
Dawn: A Political Memoir , by Said
Zahari, is important for several
reasons: it provides a rare insight
into the interferences in the edito-
rial direction of Utusan Melayu, the
leading pan-Malayan Malay
newspaper, by UMNO — the
United Malays National Organi-
zation — the principal partner in
the Alliance government, which
precipitated the unprecedented

but consequential Utusan Melayu
strike action not so much over pay
or conditions of work but over
those interferences, and its acqui-
sition by UMNO to become the
mouthpiece of the UMNO-MCA
Alliance government.  In the re-
sult, Said Zahari, a Singapore citi-
zen, was banished to Singapore.

He also describes the roles inter
se of Utusan Melayu’s  several
senior personnel, including that
of its owner, Yusuf Ishak, who
became the first local head of an
independent Singapore, and his
relations with A. Samad Ismail,
the legendary pan-Malaysian
journalist and nationalist,
Othman Wok, a senior journal-
ist who later became Singapore
minister for social affairs, and a
host of Malaysian political lu-
minaries.

It focuses on his own arrest in
Operation Cold Store, his long tra-
vails in detention, and his friend-
ship with Chin Siong, among
other detainees.

In a press conference at the 1971
Helsinki International Press Insti-
tute conference, Lee — to a ques-
tion asked by a journalist — spun
a convoluted tale of Said Zahari’s
arrest and detention: that he was
not arrested because of his jour-
nalistic work but as a communist:
eight years into his detention, he
was suddenly branded a commu-
nist.

Said Zahari exposes Lee’s posi-
tion when he told Lord Goodman,
Master of University College, Ox-
ford, inquiring on behalf of Inter-
national P.E.N., over his contin-
ued imprisonment that [his] de-
tention was being maintained
“only because you have — it is

asserted — refused to renounce
violence as a political instru-
ment.”  It was a wholly inaccu-
rate assertion — a ploy which Lee
repeatedly uses to deflect interna-
tional criticisms of his arbitrary
actions.

These books are written for an
audience familiar with the per-
sonalities and the locales men-
tioned.  The interchanging use
of abbreviations, titles, names
and nicknames can be confus-
ing for readers approaching this
subject cold.  Both books have
no indexes, and the latter, in
particular, would have greatly
benefitted with a glossary of
names and designations of the
dramatis personae, the political
parties and organizations.  But
there is no excuse for misspell-
ing the names of well-known
persons, of which James
Michener, the American novel-
ist, is one example.

These are important books with a
tale to tell  which would have
benefitted from a stricter editorial
pen and keener proof-readings.
Be that as it may, these books can-
not be neglected by any serious
students of Singapore and South-
east Asia.  They are published by
Insan, Kuala Lumpur.
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he most profound dan-
ger to world peace in the
coming years will stem
not from the irrational

acts of states or individuals but
from the legitimate demands of the
world’s dispossessed. Of these
poor and disenfranchised, the ma-
jority live a marginal existence in
equatorial climates. Global warm-
ing, not of their making but origi-
nating with the wealthy few, will
affect their fragile ecologies most.
Their situation will be desperate
and manifestly unjust.

It cannot be expected, therefore,
that in all cases they will be con-
tent to await the beneficence of the
rich. If then we permit the devas-

tating power of modern weaponry
to spread through this combusti-
ble human landscape, we invite a
conflagration that can engulf both
rich and poor. The only hope for
the future lies in co-operative in-
ternational action, legitimized by
democracy.

It is time to turn our backs on the
unilateral search for security, in
which we seek to shelter behind
walls. Instead, we must persist in
the quest for united action to coun-
ter both global warming and a
weaponized world.

These twin goals will constitute
vital components of stability as
we move toward the wider degree

INTERNATIONAL

On the 100th Anniversary of the Nobel prize, 100 Nobel laureates
warn that our security hangs on environmental and social reform

We Must Learn To Think
In A New Way

The Signatories The Signatories The Signatories The Signatories The Signatories •Zhohres I. Alferov Physics, 2000 •Sidney Altman Chemistry, 1989 •Philip W. Anderson Physics, 1977 •Oscar Arias Sanchez Peace, 1987 •J.
Georg Bednorz Physics, 1987 •Bishop Carlos F.X. Belo Peace, 1996 •Baruj Benacerraf Physiology/Medicine, 1980 •Hans A. Bethe Physics, 1967 •James W. Black
Physiology/Medicine, 1988 •Guenter Blobel Physiology/Medicine, 1999 •Nicolaas Bloembergen Physics, 1981 •Norman E. Boriaug Peace, 1970 •Paul D. Boyer
Chemistry, 1997 •Bertram N. Brockhouse Physic, 1994 •Herbert C. Brown Chemistry, 1979 •Georges Charpak Physics, 1992 •Claude Cohen-Tannoudji Physics,
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•Robert F. Curl Chemistry, 1996 •His Holiness The Dalai Lama Peace, 1989 •Johann Deisenhofer Chemistry, 1988 •Peter C. Doherty Physiology/Medicine, 1996
•Manfred Eigen Chemistry, 1967 •Richard R. Ernst Chemistry, 1991 •Leo Esaki Physics, 1973 •Edmond H. Fischer Physiology/Medicine, 1992 •Val L. Fitch
Physics, 1980 •Dario Fo Literature, 1997 •Robert F. Furchgott Physiology/Medicine, 1998 •Walter Gilbert Chemistry, 1980 •Sheldon L. Glashow Physics, 1979
•Mikhail S. Gorbachev Peace, 1990 •Nadine Gordimer Literature, 1991 •Paul Greengard Physiology/Medicine, 2000 •Roger Guillemin Physiology/Medicine,
1977 •Herbert A. Hauptman Chemistry, 1985 •Dudley R. Herschbach Chemistry, 1986 •Antony Hewish Physics, 1974 •Roald Hoffman Chemistry, 1981
•Gerardus ‘t Hooft Physics, 1999 •David H. Hubel Physiology/Medicine, 1981 •Robert Huber Chemistry, 1988 •Francois Jacob Physiology/Medicine, 1975
•Brian D. Josephson Physics, 1973 •Jerome Karle Chemistry, 1985 •Wolfgang Ketterle Physics, 2001 •H. Gobind Khorana Physiology/Medicine, 1968 •Lawrence
R. Klein Economics, 1980 •Klaus von Klitzing Physics, 1985 •Aaron Klug Chemistry, 1982 •Walter Kohn Chemistry, 1998 •Herbert Kroemer Physics, 2000
•Harold Kroto Chemistry, 1996 •Willis E. Lamb Physics, 1955 •Leon M. Lederman Physics, 1988 •Yuan T. Lee Chemistry, 1986 •Jean-Marie Lehn Chemistry,
1987 •Rita Levi-Montalcini Physiology/Medicine, 1986 •William N. Lipscomb Chemistry, 1976 •Alan G. MacDiarmid Chemistry, 2000 •Daniel L. McFadden
Economics, 2000 •César Milstein Physiology/Medicine, 1984 •Franco Modigliani Economics, 1985 •Rudolf L. Moessbauer Physics, 1961 •Mario J. Molina
Chemistry, 1995 •Ben R. Mottelson Physics, 1975 •Ferid Murad Physiology/Medicine, 1998 •Erwin Neher Physiology/Medicine, 1991 •Marshall W. Nirenberg
Physiology/Medicine, 1968 •Joseph E. Murray Physiology/Medicine, 1990 •Paul M. Nurse Physiology/Medicine, 2001 •Max F. Perutz Chemistry, 1962 •William
D. Phillips Physics, 1997 •John C. Polanyi Chemistry, 1986 •Ilya Prigogine Chemistry, 1977 •Burton Richter Physics, 1976 •Heinrich Rohrer Physics, 1987
•Joseph Rotblat Peace, 1995 •Carlo Rubbia Physics, 1984 •Bert Sakmann Physiology/Medicine, 1991 •Frederick Sanger Chemistry, 1958; 1980 •José Saramago
Literature, 1998 •J. Robert Schrieffer Physics, 1972 •Melvin Schwartz Physics, 1988 •K. Barry Sharpless Chemistry, 2001 •Richard E. Smalley Chemistry, 1996
•Jack Steinberger Physics, 1988 •Joseph E. Stiglitz Economics, 2001 •Horst L. Stormer Physics, 1998 •Henry Taube Chemistry, 1983 •Joseph H. Taylor Jr. Physics,
1993 •Susumu Tonegawa Physiology/Medicine, 1997 •Charles H. Townes Physics, 1964 •Daniel T. Tsui Physics, 1998 •Archbishop Desmond M. Tutu Peace, 1984
•John Vane Physiology/Medicine, 1982 •John E. Walker Chemistry, 1997 •Eric F. Wieschaus Physiology/Medicine, 1982 •Jody Williams Peace, 1997 •Robert W.
Wilson Physics, 1978 •Ahmed H. Zewail Chemistry, 1999

of social justice that alone gives
hope of peace.

Some of the needed legal instru-
ments are already at hand, such
as the Anti-Ballistic Missile
Treaty, the Convention on Climate
Change, the Strategic Arms Re-
duction Treaties and the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty.  As con-
cerned citizens, we urge all gov-
ernments to commit to these goals
that constitute steps on the way
to replacement of war by law.

To survive in the world we have
transformed, we must learn to
think in a new way. As never be-
fore, the future of each depends
on the good of all.

TTTTT
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n the wake of the barbaric
Sept 11 attacks on the
United States, a front-
page report by The Sun

on Christmas day claiming that
there was a heinous plot to assas-
sinate Prime Minister Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and his deputy,
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, under-
standably evoked deep concern,
or at the very least, created some
interest, among Malaysians.

This supposed ‘scoop’ of impend-
ing murders might not have nec-
essarily been easily brushed aside
by some Malaysians and also for-
eigners, especially when it some-
what fitted in with the constant
reminding by the Malaysian gov-
ernment of ‘certain groups’ out to
destablise the country, particu-
larly those Muslim ‘extremists’
and ‘fundamentalists’ out there.
(Are we still baffled by the incli-
nation of certain Western coun-
tries to perceive Malaysia as a
‘problematic’ Islamic nation?)

But, as it turned out, the assassi-
nation report was later declared
by the daily itself to be ‘baseless’
and The Sun swiftly offered on
Dec 27 a front-page public apol-
ogy in particular to the prime min-
ister and his deputy over what

seems to be a
colossal er-
ror. The ex-
ecutive direc-
tor and edi-
tor-in-chief of
the Sun Me-
dia Corpora-
tion Sdn Bhd,
the publisher
of The Sun,
H’ng Hung
Yong, re-
signed imme-
diately; so
did the pa-
per’s editor,
Andy Ng.

If it’s true that
such journal-
istic callous-
ness was by and large driven by
the notion of profiting from sen-
sationalism, as the pro-establish-
ment and rival New Straits Times
(NST) in its Dec 27 editorial
seemed to suggest, then the tab-
loid deserves the criticisms it re-
ceived. If we need reminding, jour-
nalistic ethics shouldn’t be sacri-
ficed on the altar of profits. As
background information, there
seems to be stiff competition
among the mainstream English
language newspapers, particu-

larly those that are presently trail-
ing behind The Star in terms of
circulation.

The media, given that they are run
by ordinary mortals and espe-
cially those who have to meet
punishing deadlines, are vulner-
able to making unintentional mis-
takes. That is why they need to
exercise care and judiciousness as
far as possible. Some blunders

MEDIA

Sun Sets On Malaysian
J o u r n a l i s m
by Mustafa K Anuar

IIIII

Ordinary Mortals

Press freedom is a precious item that must be guarded jealously
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made by the media could affect the
country as a whole, especially if
they involve high-ranking politi-
cians. In other cases, such errors
could affect one’s professional,
business or corporate integrity,
and also personal dignity.

Quite recently, Malaysiakini too
offered an apology over a misre-
porting it committed as regards its
interview with Parti Rakyat Ma-
laysia president Dr Syed Husin
Ali. The reporter concerned re-
signed subsequently. To be sure,
the NST dutifully notified its read-
ers on Dec 23 through a news
item, headlined ‘Uphold integrity,
DAP tells Malaysiakini’, that
highlighted the complaints made
by DAP chairperson Lim Kit Siang
and PRM’s Syed Husin against
the news portal.  Malaysiakini,
however, stood by its reporting
concerning Lim and the DAP.

Ethics, and social and corporate
responsibility demand that the
media concerned take immediate
steps to clean up their act and, at
the very least, make a public apol-
ogy not only to ruling politicians
and well-endowed business peo-
ple, but also the ordinary people
and individuals who had been in
the corridors of powers. In other
words, the media shouldn’t be
selective when offering apologies
after inaccuracies are made and
hardship and embarrassment are
inflicted on the people concerned.

If, in the midst of this Sun contro-
versy, there are certain main-
stream newspapers (and perhaps
TV stations) that wear certain
smugness on their sleeves, then it
is advisable that they themselves
exercise self-examination and
self-restraint. This is because
these media, most of which are

government-owned or -influ-
enced, shouldn’t even pretend to
occupy the moral high ground
given their misdemeanors of re-
cent past. An instance of high-de-
gree sensationalism that prevailed
not too long ago was the media
display and replay of the semen-
smeared mattress that was al-
leged to have been used by former
deputy premier Anwar Ibrahim
during his alleged sexual encoun-
ters.

Unfounded report of assassina-
tion plots is dangerous, and so is
character assassination that cer-
tain media organisations helped
to peddle and perpetuate espe-
cially during election campaign
periods. Such journalistic sins
were committed particularly dur-
ing general elections by the main-
stream media, smearing the politi-
cal integrity of certain leaders of
the opposition. In many cases,
these were ‘mistakes’ that were
quite intentional in nature, de-
signed to give the ruling politi-
cians an unfair but comfortable
edge over their competitors.

What’s even worse, most of these
mainstream media not only re-
fused maligned opposition lead-
ers concerned the space to re-
spond to certain allegations, but
also chose not to say sorry for cer-
tain journalistic oversight. A sense
of fairness and justice, particularly
when it involves people outside
of the government circle, appears
to be in short supply in the media
industry.

Apart from reasons of ethics and
responsibility, the media as a
whole should also avoid making
slip-ups, especially doing sensa-

tionalist reporting, so as to avoid
giving the powers that be a golden
opportunity and convenient ex-
cuse to further muzzle the media
and curb press freedom and civil
liberties - all in the name of ‘na-
tional security’ and ‘national in-
terest’.

This could take the form of, say, a
temporary or indefinite suspen-
sion of the publication concerned;
indirect political pressure; or a
radical restructuring of the corpo-
rate management and/or editorial
board that would enable it to
have, as a consequence, a firmer
grip on the publication’s editorial
independence.

An inclination of this nature is
not, by the way, the preserve of
certain governments in the South;
ruling elites in the North, too, are
not averse to such an action as ex-
emplified in the current ‘war
against terrorism’. Certain main-
stream newspapers and TV sta-
tions were ‘advised’ by govern-
ment officials in the industrialised
world not to cover certain stories
in a certain fashion pertaining to
the US aerial attacks on Afghani-
stan. Or, for that matter, the efforts
of certain Western governments to
influence the mainstream report-
age of the Palestinian-Israeli con-
flict. This is, of course, not to sug-
gest that two wrongs make a right.
In a world that is besieged by ter-
ror and conflict, press freedom is
a precious item that must be
guarded jealously by the media
people, human rights activists,
and other concerned citizens.

No Apologies

This article appeared inThis article appeared inThis article appeared inThis article appeared inThis article appeared in
Malaysiakini on 30 Decem-Malaysiakini on 30 Decem-Malaysiakini on 30 Decem-Malaysiakini on 30 Decem-Malaysiakini on 30 Decem-
ber 2001ber 2001ber 2001ber 2001ber 2001
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PAS Youth chief, Mahfuz Omar,
should be realistic and be pre-
pared to accept the obvious,
namely it is PAS’ insistence on
setting up an Islamic state in the
country which led to the DAP leav-
ing the Barisan Alternative.

It would, of course, be best for all
opposition parties to forge a
united front to take on the Barisan
Nasional in the next general elec-
tions.  However, it is PAS which
contributed to the DAP deciding
to go on its own.  In supporting
the cause of the Taliban in the
form of declaring jihad, PAS has
put its remaining partners in the
Barisan Alternatif, namely
KeADILan and PRM in a unenvi-
able position as both these parties
are multi-racial and multi-reli-
gious and cannot afford to incur

the displeasure of non-Muslims
and moderate Muslims.  PAS is
not enhancing the cause of both
these parties by its support for the
Taliban.

I am indeed surprised both
KeADILan and PRM have chosen
to remain silent instead of protest-
ing against PAS’s extremist ac-
tions after the September 11 at-
tacks in the United States.

It would be in the interest of both
KeADILan and PRM to leave the
opposition front and team up with
the DAP in the national interest.
It is still not too late for both these
parties for the sake of their politi-
cal fortunes to reconsider and re-
view their continued presence in
the Barisan Alternatif.  The DAP
is only giving these parties an al-
ternative in the interest of their
own survival.  The DAP does not
have any ulterior motive in doing

so.

Clinging on to PAS in the Barisan
Alternatif will spell disaster for
KeADILan and PAS unless of
course, PAS is prepared to give up
its avowed aim to turn the coun-
try into an Islamic state in which
event the DAP would consider
returning to the Barisan
Alternatif.

The DAP would want to be part
of a united opposition, but not at
the cost of sacrificing its princi-
ples.  The new political equation
suggested by the DAP should in
the national interest be seriously
considered by both KeADILan
and PRM.

Karpal Singh
National Deputy Chairman

DAP

We refer to a Malaysiakini article
on 30 November 2001 and wish
to state that Suhakam is surround-
ing itself in secrecy for reasons
best known to itself.  Prof. Hamdan
Adnan and Suhakam are making
a mockery of this esteemed Hu-
man Rights institution.

It is nine months today (the
Kampung Medan attacks started
on 8 March 2001) and Suhakam
should be ashamed of itself for not
holding an open Inquiry but beat-
ing around the bush and for be-
ing completely evasive and divert-
ing away from the original issue
i.e. why were completely innocent
Indian Malaysians killed or se-
verely injured by a very small

Letters should be no more than 250 words and must include
the writer's name and address. Pseudonyms may be used. Send
letters to : Editor, ALIRAN MONTHLY, 103, Medan Penaga,
11600 Penang, Malaysia  or e-mail to : aliran_letters@hotmail.com
Views expressed need not reflect those of Aliran.

Consider Setting Up
New Opposition Front

S U H A K A M ,
Stop Twisting,

Hold An Inquiry
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group from outside Kampung
Medan (apparently) in full view
of the Royal Malaysian Police
Force.

In the aforesaid news report Prof.
Hamdan claims that “we have
sent investigators into the affected
area since the beginning of the
incident and our officers are still
going there ... ”.

This is news to us as this has never
been communicated to us in all our
four meetings with Suhakam and
neither has Suhakam notified us
of the same be it verbally or in
writing despite the 30-odd letters
and two memorandums we have
sent to them.

We challenge Prof.Hamdan to
make public the names of the said
officers and the dates of their visit
and the people in Kampung
Medan that they met within seven
days from the date hereof.  Other-
wise we shall deem that it is not a
true and accurate account.

Further, in the said news report
Prof. Hamdan said the investiga-
tions were mainly, to find out if
promises made to the residents ...
have been fulfilled ...  This is a to-
tal diversion and is evasive of the
original precise and focused com-
plaints to Suhakam in our Memo-
randum dated 30 March 2001 that
was titled “tiada perlindungan polis
untuk masyarakat India di Kampung
Lindungan (Kampung Medan) dan
kawasan persekitaraanya” and our
30-odd letters to Suhakam which
is self-explanatory!

The statement that Suhakam was
conducting an Investigation and
not an open Inquiry only goes to

show that Suhakam is cheating
and hoodwinking the people.  At
our very first meeting with Tan Sri
Anuar Zainal Abidin, he prom-
ised us that even if the other com-
missioners were not available he
would on his own initiate an open
Inquiry.

At the 2nd and 3rd meetings with
Tan Sri Anuar, Prof. Hamdan and
Prof. Mehrun Siraj they informed
us that they were still waiting for
the police and government reports
before proceeding to hold an open
Inquiry.  And we are supposed to
believe Suhakam and wait “in-
definitely”?

At the fourth and final meeting
with Tan Sri Harun Hashim, we
were informed that some very seri-
ous allegations have been made by
us against the police for their inac-
tion and for allowing violence to
continue for 15 days in full view of
the police in a very small area of
aproximately only 10  sq miles and
involving a very small group of at-
tackers i.e. only about 100 armed
outsiders from outside the area
with knives, parangs, iron rods etc.

Then Suhakam announced that
they would not be holding an open
Inquiry but a closed-door  Inquiry.
And now finally the “latest twist”
is that they are conducting inves-
tigations and not an open Inquiry
as it involves racial sensitivity.

There was no clash between the
two communities to start with, as
is made out to be by the BN Gov-
ernment; it is simply a case of
crime being committed against
members of a working class mi-
nority in full view of the police
force.  Since when has a crime been

the subject to “becoming a racially
sensitive matter.”

Note: This was the BN Govern-
ment’s original strategy to divert
the people’s attention and now
Suhakam is following suit and
parroting them.

Instead Suhakam’s inaction and
failure to commence an immedi-
ate and urgent open inquiry
would be tantamount to being a
gross violation of Human Rights.
For that matter, Suhakam may be
seen to be condoning the violence
and serious crimes committed in
Kampung Medan.

P. Uthayakumar
Secretary General (Pro-tem)

Parti Reformasi Insan Malaysia

I wish to point out that it is highly
unusual for an NST news report
to name the Sun reporter who
asked the Prime Minister a
pointed question.

If it was relevant to the issue, then
the NST report should have
pointed out why the Sun reporter
was named. Otherwise, imagine
all reports peppered with names
of reporters who asked all the dif-
ferent questions!

I believe the NST reporter  was
being personal and unprofes-
sional in naming Claudia in his
report. I want readers to be aware
of a possible personal attack
against Claudia.

Chuah Siew Eng
via e-mail

Highly Unusual
To Name Claudia
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conduct of MPs and the Executive
could be viewed as an insult,
showing no respect to parliament:

1 . 82 MPs or 42.3% of the elected
representatives were absent
when this important motion to
suspend Fong was debated. Is
this showing respect to parlia-
ment?

2 . Both the Minister of Defence
and his deputy and their staff
were absent when questions
were fielded concerning their
ministry with no one to re-
spond when parliament was
in session. Was that an insult
to parliamentary democracy?

3 . There were numerous occa-
sions when even 26 out of 193
MPs could not be bothered to
be present to provide a quorum
to enable a parliamentary ses-
sion to function. Isn’t that tan-
tamount to obstructing the
smooth functioning of a par-
liamentary democracy? Does
that constitute an insult to par-
liament?

4. On so many instances the PM
has not been around when
parliament was in session. Did
his conduct show disrespect
for parliamentary democracy?

5 . So many MPs have been ab-
senting themselves from par-
liamentary sessions, yet con-
tinue to draw their salary. Does
this show respect to parlia-
ment?

6. Ling Liong Sik has had an ap-
palling record of attendance
during parliamentary sessions
in the past, an issue high-
lighted by the DAP. Did he for-
feit his pay? Did his absentee-
ism show any disregard for

parliament?

7. Allocating funds for develop-
ment projects only to BN MPs
and denying the same for Op-
position MPs - does this reflect
respect for parliamentary de-
mocracy?

8. Using lewd language and a
four-letter word on a fellow MP
inside the august body of par-
liament - does that constitute
an insult to parliamentary pro-
ceedings?

These are the issues that ordinary
Malaysians find blatant and baf-
fling and regard as insulting to
parliamentary democracy. When
culprits from the BN go unpun-
ished, but the full wrath of the BN
lands heavily on the opposition,
the impression created is that this
is a case of the tyranny of the ma-
jority. A lopsided majority
shouldn’t give rise to tyranny.

Parliament doesn’t lose its lustre
and dignity just because the
Speaker has been criticised. Par-
liament’s dignity is not depend-
ent on the conduct of the Speaker
alone - its dignity is enhanced and
preserved when members of par-
liament live up to the highest
standards of democracy and ob-
serve its intrinsic principles of jus-
tice, freedom and democracy to the
fullest.

It’s hard to believe that one MP’s
criticism of the Speaker can affect
the dignity of parliament. It is a
foolish notion which has no justi-
fication whatsoever.

Can it be justly and honestly con-
cluded that Fong’s press state-
ment far outweighs in importance
the grades-tampering scandal in
the Certificate of Legal Practice

examination that it had to be at-
tended to with the utmost urgency
in the national interest?

While a motion to debate the CLP
debacle was rejected, the motion
to discuss the suspension of Fong
was deemed so urgent that the
Speaker - an interested party to
the dispute and subject to Fong’s
criticism - readily waived the
seven-day notice required for a
ministerial motion.

Was this matter so pressing that it
could not be referred to the Com-
mittee of Privileges for a through
investigation to be carried out ac-
cording to natural justice - which
could have offered Fong an am-
ple opportunity to vindicate her-
self? The findings of this commit-
tee could later be referred to par-
liament for a decision. Would jus-
tice have been obstructed if this
procedure of inquiry had been
adopted? Would a delay of a few
weeks or months have mattered
that much?

What does this voting to suspend
Fong signify? It means 83 MPs
voted for the motion, 82 MPs
stayed away, 28 voted against it

From another point of view, it can
be argued that 110 MPs or nearly
57% did not vote for the motion -
that constitutes a majority in the
BN-controlled parliament.

Could these MPs also be sharing
Fong's view regarding the Speak-
er’s rejection of her motion to de-
bate the CLP issue? This shared
view of Fong’s  statement is re-
flected very effectively in their con-
duct.

Sometimes things are best said
when they are left unsaid, so it
seems!

FONG UNJUSTLY SUSPENDED   Continued from page 40
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Aliran is outraged with the re-ar-
rest of keADILan supreme coun-
cil member Dr Badrul Amin
Bahron.

Badrul’s arrest comes just over a
month after his release from his
earlier detention for 197 days. The
former lecturer at the International
Islamic University’s law faculty
was arrested on April 20 this year
and released with conditions on
Nov 3. He was apparently

rearrested for allegedly flouting
severe restrictions on his civil and
political rights.

Badrul’s arrest comes just three
days before World Human Rights
Day and shows the contempt the
Malaysian government has for
human rights. It also suggests that
the government is intent on creat-
ing a climate of fear to put a lid on
dissent. It seems like human rights
has really “taken a back seat,” as
far as the Malaysian government
is concerned.

Aliran calls on the authorities to
release Badrul and all ISA detain-
ees immediately and uncondi-
tionally or to charge them in open
court.

Aliran Executive Committee
7 December 2001

Aliran is disturbed by the UEM-
Renong decision to forgive - or is

it to forgo? - a RM2.4 billion debt
owed by businessman Halim
Saad.

Halim, the former owner and
chief of the UEM/Renong
group, had in 1998 given a “put
option” to UEM for him to buy
back a 32 percent block of his
personal Renong shares that he
had sold to UEM.

The decision to terminate the put
option to force Halim Saad to buy
back 721 million Renong shares
has raised concerns that the gov-
ernment-controlled group is giv-
ing a reprieve to certain prominent
individuals.

It is a bailout. But the question is
was Halim acting on his own - or
was he acting on behalf of more
powerful interests aligned to the
ruling party?

The takeover of UEM was carried
out using taxpayers’ funds and
the decision to terminate the op-
tion is as good as writing off RM2.4
billion of taxpayers’ money. The
people have a right to know why
Halim is being so easily let off the
hook.

Aliran Executive Committee
14 December 2001

A record of A record of A record of A record of A record of Aliran'sAliran'sAliran'sAliran'sAliran's stand on current affairs. stand on current affairs. stand on current affairs. stand on current affairs. stand on current affairs.

Badru l  Am in ’ s
Rearrest Reveals
Gov t ’ s  Con tempt

For Human Rights

Why Is Halim Saad
Being Let Off The
Hook? The People

Have A Right To Know
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ecember 11 will be remembered as a day of
infamy in our system of parliamentary de-
mocracy. For on this day an injustice has
been done against democracy.

On this day, a popularly elected member of parlia-
ment, Fong Po Kuan, was slammed with a six-month
suspension from parliament which is overwhelm-
ingly dominated by the Barisan Nasional MPs.

Fong was not only suspended but was also deprived
of her pay and allowances which is deemed by many
as double jeopardy, a punishment suggesting vin-
dictiveness on the part of the BN.

It is an action devoid of justice or mercy.

What transpired on that day did not merely involve
the freedom of expression of an MP, but it infringed
on the right of opinion of an individual.

It raises serious questions as to whether there is room
for criticism and disagreement under our system of
parliamentry democracy; whether a ruling of the
Speaker of parliament is beyond question; whether
the Speaker’s ruling is above criticism.

It is difficult to comprehend why a Speaker’s ruling
cannot be questioned or condemned when it is war-
ranted. Even a court judgment can be criticised.  The
PM comes under constant criticism; the Ministers
are held accountable.

What is it that sets the Speaker apart from the oth-
ers?

It is difficult to justify Fong's suspension with pecu-
niary loss. It is absurd to claim that Fong’s criticism
of the Speaker’s ruling had demeaned the dignity of
parliament.  How this could constitute an insult to
parliament is hard to fathom.

There are many instances and occasions when the

DEMOCRACY

Fong Unjustly Suspended

by P Ramakrishnan

DDDDD

Can criticism of the Speaker demean the dignity of Parliament?

Fong's suspension devoid of justice or mercy.

Parliament doesn’t lose its lustre and dignity because the Speaker
has been criticised.
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