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 year ago when Anwar
Ibrahim decided to be
sacked, he thought that by
refusing to resign, he was

giving up a comfortable pension and
a chance to escape the distasteful
charge of  committing "unnatural
acts". At worst, he was to be deprived
of his human rights and civil liberties.
Little did he know that he was also
gambling with his life. Such is how
grim politics has turned out to be and
such is how heavy a price political
dissent has been made to pay in this
country.

As each day passes, the prospect of
knowing the truth about Anwar's ac-
tual condition seems more and more
remote.

During the past year, the mainstream
media has shown no signs of letting
up. The lies and distortions have be-
come even more obnoxious , even
more awkward. The greater the sense
of denial that newspapers and televi-
sion news show, the more fatuous
they read and sound.  One would
hope that aside from diehard
Mahathir-idolaters and Anwar-hat-
ers (these two are mutually inclusive),
only the most dim-witted would still
fall prey to the media's mendacious-
ness.

A year is not a long time to hope for
drastic changes to occur, at least not
when it comes to changing a govern-

ment, a regime or a way of life. A year
is not a long period for history to take
its course. A year is a drop in the
ocean of time as far as bringing about
a cultural revolution is concerned. Yet
the year which went by was a year
that will be etched in this country's
history as one of its most enervating,
and ironically also its most energiz-
ing. For a year, we have seen great
rumblings from underneath the
pavement yet the edifice of authori-
tarian power has withstood the
shocks and aftershocks of people
power, so far.

As soon as Anwar was sacked, the
nature of Mahathir's 18-year rule be-
gan to  be unraveled.  Many people
used to know Mahathir as  the non-
conformist who never failed in the
risks he took at tiding over one con-
troversial episode to another, from
one political dare to another. One
would say that he was always getting
away with murder.

Mahathir's control of almost every-
thing from judges to jailers have left
large sections of society too over-
whelmed to even contemplate meek
questioning. They have been fed with
slick images of modernity, gleaming
skyscrapers and pappy advertise-
ments on television of  idyllic bour-
geois children espousing their plastic
philosophy about the good life. Fur-
ther, guileless youths taking up the
Mahathir  clarion-call for conquests
have fashioned the man into a sup-
posedly unassailable pilot of a daz-

zling land peopled with high achiev-
ers and record breakers.

For the whole of the turbulent previ-
ous year , scores of people continue to
remain fixated with Mahathir's fix-
it-all formula. One and a half years
ago, and a few months after the start
of the Asian economic crisis there was
already anticipation that the general
election was going to be held soon. Till
date this has not occurred. Why? If
the Mahathir government is waiting
for the right time to do so why has not
the right time emerged? The truth is ,
the much sought-after Barisan
Nasional's formula of a combined
prospering economy with wide-
spread political unanimity, fusing at
the same time and all attributed to the
hands of Mahathir have not come
about. Never mind if half of Malaysia
is determined to cling on to vestiges
of the old world, the other half is wait-
ing anxiously to give its mandate to a
leadership for a better future.

Callous, Machiavellian, shrewd,
scheming, high of hubris and low on
tolerance. Some people say that these
are qualities akin to Mahathir's.  Even
more intriguing are some of the shock-
ing labels given to him, during the
spate of just one year. An internet
website has chastised him "Maha-
firaun", or the great pharaoh. A re-
cent New York Times article has called
him a "tinpot tyrant". One of Malay-

The choice of Anwar as the Alternative Front's leader if it wins the
election is a blow to Mahathir and a black-eye to the Barisan Nasional

by Dr Maznah Mohamad
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sia's literary laureates has popular-
ised the use of a Malay swear word
that has  the abbreviation, P.M.. So
far Mahathir has displayed little
sense of being mortified by the pros-
pect of being remembered in history
as the bearer of such colourful but off-
putting labels.

The opposition has claimed that
Mahathir's 18 years of rule have been
tainted by numerous financial scan-
dals and even some politically-linked
killings, almost all remaining un-
solved till today. They say that his 18-
year rule has also been inscribed by a
tightened grip over the judiciary, un-
fettered manipulation of the media
and  boundless hold on a servile civil
service. Essential qualities in a leader
for people who are desperate to el-
evate their self-esteem (read egos)
through a powerful icon? That he
happened to be iconoclastic would
make his stature even more appeal-
ing.

The time has come  for people to shed
this need for a strong-leadership syn-
drome  and move on to a new phase
in the country's history. The fact of
the matter is that, from the Philippine
of the Marcos-days to the Indonesia
of the Suharto-days a strong leader-
ship has only wreaked social havoc
in one way or another. A strong lead-
ership does not necessarily protect
public goods. A strong leadership is
not defenseless against the tempta-
tions of corruption and material
profiteering. Worse, a strong leader-
ship could not even be persuaded to
be morally answerable to simple vir-
tues such as honesty and  compassion.

Strong leaders have employed every-
thing within their midst, both legal
and extra-legal to see that their ends
justify their means. In the Asia of  the

Mahathirs (and the Lee Kuan Yews),
economics is always the end and eve-
rything and anything seems to be
their means. They might have made
their contributions to Asia's revolu-
tion of  rising material expectations
but beyond that they should not be
expected to contribute much else. The
Mahathirs are mired in their time-
warped framework of an amoral ser-
vitude to the  gods of greed, conquest
and control.  In trying to stand tall
among their more powerful oppres-
sors from the west, Mahathir has
stood on a box to come up to the height
of his foes. Why bother at all? Strange
that one should put down the "enemy"
by trying to look more and more like
it and using artificial contraptions at
that!

Exactly a year after Anwar Ibrahim
was arrested and delivered a black-
eye, the opposition coalition has
proved its mettle by recognising its
most potent unity symbol ever. When
the Alternative Front announced that
it had chosen Anwar Ibrahim to lead
the country if it should get elected,
that must have been a blow to
Mahathir, and a black-eye to his
Barisan Nasional retinue for failing,
during an entire year, to quash the
rising tide that would be  rejecting
their rule.

The announcement of Anwar
Ibrahim as leader for the Alternative
Front would have solved the two nee-
dling issues haunting the four politi-
cal parties. Before this there was a
stalemate over the selection of a  le-
gitimate leader, acceptable to Mus-
lims, non-Muslims, business leaders,
liberals, social democrats and human
rights advocates alike. The other is-
sue was on the setting up of the Is-
lamic State  which would not go well
with some quarters. The choice of
Anwar Ibrahim as possible prime

minister would have killed two birds
with one stone.

As the most credible choice to be prime
minister Anwar would be more ac-
ceptable to larger sections of the
Malaysian community. As a media-
tor with sound Islamic credentials he
would be able to moderate on the is-
sue of the "Islamic State" without giv-
ing in unfairly to one side at the ex-
pense of the other. Truly, that's the
best that we can expect in a function-
ing democracy where all views, ma-
jority and minority would have to be
fairly heard. The present leaders
within Barisan Nasional never
proved themselves capable of rising
to this level and capacity. In fact there
are circulating rumours to suggest
that some UMNO personalities are
even surreptitiously plotting under
cover to stage their own coup against
Mahathir. If true it can only be seen
as yet another cowardly act to affect
political processes through subter-
fuge, deceit and duplicity. "Our Way",
perhaps?

Having said all that, provided that the
present regime will not be taking even
more extreme measures to protect
their power and wealth, we should be
confident that Malaysians can look
forward to a new Malaysia.

Ultimately, the Barisan Nasional's
campaign is not about winning an
election. It's about a massive exer-
cise at abetting a small clique's ef-
fort to wipe out its record of wrong-
doings and conceal its long list of
the abuses of power. As the
Mahathir regime approaches the
September of its years the choice for
the rest of us at the ballot box
should be clearer by now.

Time To Shed Strong
Leadership Syndrome

Anwar : The Most
Thinkable Alternative

A Clear Choice
In The Next Election

A Blow For A Blow
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he Malaysian people are
very much aware of the
importance of a capable
and honest leadership in

bringing about political change.  This
is why they want to know what sort
of leadership the Barisan Alternatif
will provide.

The Barisan Alternatif seeks to de-
velop a collective leadership.  The col-
lective leadership we envisage will be
drawn mainly from the four political
parties that constitute the Barisan
Alternatif and other parties, espe-
cially from Sabah and Sarawak,
linked directly or indirectly to the
Alternatif.  It will also include indi-
viduals without any party affiliation
- from academia, the professions, the
public services, religious bodies, busi-
ness, labour and the NGO movement
- who can contribute effectively to the
creation of a just Malaysian society.

Integrity, ability, dedication and cour-
age, apart from knowledge and vi-
sion, would be among the principal
attributes of our collective leadership.
It will be a truly national leadership
incorporating elements from the dif-
ferent states that make up the
Malaysian Federation.  While there
will be a Malay core, reflecting histori-
cal realities, our collective leadership
will be genuinely multi-ethnic, both
in terms of its composition and its ori-
entation.

A collective leadership will also re-
flect the underlying values of demo-
cratic governance. In a democracy,
power is shared and authority is de-
rived from popular consent.  Only
when a leadership operates on the
basis of consultation and consensus
would it embody the spirit of demo-
cratic rule.  A collective leadership
rather than a single dominant, pow-
erful leader is, for that reason, more
in accord with democratic principles.

Within this framework of collective,
democratic leadership, the Barisan
Alternatif proposes as its candidate
for Prime Ministership, Dato' Seri
Anwar Ibrahim.  Dato' Seri Anwar
not only possesses outstanding
qualities of leadership but also has
vast experience in government
having served in various cabinet
positions for more than a decade.
He was, besides, the Deputy Prime
Minister from 1993 to 1998 and was
even acting Prime Minister for a
while.

Of course, the Barisan Alternatif re-
alises that even if it wins the coming
General Election, Anwar cannot as-
sume the Prime Ministership imme-
diately, given his six year jail sentence
that began in April 1999. While up-
holding the rule of law and protect-
ing the sanctity of the judicial proc-
ess, the Barisan Alternatif will ensure
that justice is done to Anwar. Towards
this end, a judicial inquiry will be held
into the political conspiracy which
has led to Anwar's imprisonment.
Once justice is delivered, he will be
able to lead the nation, God willing.

As an immediate step however, the
Barisan Alternatif, if it comes to
power, will, in accordance with the
Malaysian Constitution, endorse as
Prime Minister anyone from its ranks
who commands the support of the
majority of the members of the Dewan
Rakyat. The interim Prime Minister
will pave the way for the emergence
of a collective leadership committed
to justice for all Malaysians.
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he news that he was suf-
fering from arsenic poi-
soning was  a great shock
but unfortunately not al-

together a great surprise.  However,
it was also a timely reminder of
what his case is really all about,
something which we have been in
real danger of forgetting.

It has brought back in focus the cen-
tral figure of the drama which has
convulsed our lives over the past
twelve months.  It has reawoken the
bitter memories of that night almost
exactly a year ago when he was ar-
rested, commando-style, in his own
home, taken to Bukit Aman to be
beaten up and abandoned without
proper medical attention for several
days, leaving the legacy of the
bruise for all the world to see a cou-
ple of weeks later.  It has revived
the images of his first trial, which
to the layman's untutored eye --
though apparently not to that of the
presiding judge (but the law is an

ass) -- has laid bare an unsavoury
tale of trickery, deception and in-
trigue in the highest places.

Nor can we forget its culmination
with his being found guilty (tech-
nically) of corruption, for which the
price was six years in jail plus plus.
It has reminded us of the lurid con-
fessions of some of his friends and
associations and their subsequent
retractions -- although these too
were apparently irrelevant to the
processes of justice.  All these
things scorched our memories as we
listened to the tale of alleged arsenic
poisoning, the latest development
in his long drawn-out saga.

It is a timely reminder because it
brings forcefully home to us once
again that it is not only his future
which is at stake but also ours.  It is
a question not of the Rule of Law,
which demands that no man be
greater than the law, but of Rule by
Law, where the law becomes an in-
strument used by those in power for
their own particular ends.  Regard-
less of his former status and posi-
tion, he is now an ordinary citizen,
like the rest of us, pitted against the
naked might of the State.

Such things are not supposed to
happen in a democratic country.  In
fact our Constitution contains vari-
ous provisions for the protection
and maintenance of the rights of the

private citizen, including freedom
of expression, association and as-
sembly and fair trial before an in-
dependent judiciary.  But, as the
trial and associated events have
made only too clear, the State is able
to circumvent these safeguards and
blatantly ignore them.  The issue,
therefore, is no more or less than one
of basic human rights, the rights
and liberties of the individual sub-
ject.

Yet we are in danger of forgetting
these fundamentals.  This, though,
is hardly surprising, since for over
the past twelve months the party in
power in this country has gone over-
board in its attempts to persuade
us to forget.  It has used all the ma-
chinery of government at its dis-
posal and has employed every trick
of the trade to achieve this end.  We
have been threatened, cajoled and
bullied, and offered bribes and
blandishments.

The national media (which, by the
way, actually belongs to us since
we pay for it through our licences)
has been shamelessly used by the
ruling party to bombard us with
slanted information, loaded half
truths and specious arguments
through the regular news bulletins,
and by a detail of ruling party
hacks, establishment-conscious
academics and self-seeking intellec-
tuals.  Black becomes white and
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white becomes black.  It is not pa-
triotic to criticise the ruling party,
but it is to criticise the Opposition.
A peaceful demonstration becomes
a riot (with a little help from your
friends). A fair trial, in case you did
not know, is one where the defence
holds the best lawyers in town, so
that whether the judge is straight
or crooked or whether he has the
last word is totally irrelevant. Na-
tional unity is endangered and
there will be mayhem and murder
if the Opposition wins, so we are
told by those politicians in power
whose very own actions have cre-
ated the crisis and undermined our
unity.

On the other hand, select groups of
people -- to their natural and just
delight -- have suddenly found
themselves the recipients of bonuses
or delayed allowances while yet
others have seen their pay packets
doubled.  All power to their elbow,
but where does the money come
from?  Not to worry -- Malaysia Boleh!
Moreover, in a crowded year or so
we have climbed the higest moun-
tain, sailed solo around the world,
done bungee jumps over the North
Pole -- all honour and praise to the
gallant performers; but could they
have done it without the cash?

And if you need a hand-out, attend
a ruling party rally -- free bussing,
free food, and free umbrellas.  In
fact, it has been all bread and cir-
cuses: - Bukit Jalil and the Common-
wealth Games; the KLIA and Putra
Jaya (don't forget the palace which
the poisoned one schemed to make
his own); the Twin Towers and all
that; the new Grand Prix motor-rac-

ing circuit at Sepang and some of
the poshest golf-courses in the
world.

But the master card for the powers
that be has been the economy.  We
have defied the world, we have
done our own thing, we have
thwarted the crafty foreigner and
his attempts to recolonise us. And
now we are well on the road to re-
covery.  But, so, incidentally, are
some other Asian countries which
did not take our good Doctor's
medicine, and a good number of
them at a faster rate than us.

Nevertheless, our minds have been
taken off uncomfortable issues as
we marvel at our achievements.
But, take note: at the same time --
with the notable exception of our
boss who for reasons of State felt
compelled to vilify our clearly un-
well, if not poisoned friend in
prison while the charges against
him had yet to be proved in court -
- no attempt has ever been made by
any member of the ruling caste to
face up to and address the real is-
sue raised by the whole affair, that
is the perversion of basic human,
democratic rights.

Very recently a leading member of
our legal fraternity suggested that
the people of Malaysia had tacitly
accepted a curtailment (if only for
the time being) of their political

rights in exchange for stability and
economic progress, as if human
rights were something that was di-
visible.  But human rights are not
divisible.  If basic civil rights mean
little to a starving man, life for a
prosperous one without the per-
sonal freedom of a democratic so-
ciety is equally as meaningless.  No,
Your Honour, we need both if we
really want to make life worth-
while.  That is why we cannot for-
get the case of Dato Seri Anwar
Ibrahim.

Nevertheless, there remains the
very grave danger that despite all
the glaringly obvious signs that our
basic political rights and freedoms
as citizens are at stake, many peo-
ple will still be taken for a ride by
the ocean of official propaganda
which inundates us. This especially
applies to those who do not have
access to alternative points of view,
whether through the internet (awas -
- use with caution) or through in-
dependent publications such as
Harakah, Ekslusif or Aliran -- which
means in effect the great bulk of our
population.

We must spread the word as widely
as possible and explain clearly
what are the issues at stake. We
must be prepared to stand up for
our rights as citizens if we wish to
have a future for our children which
is not overshadowed by an en-
trenched oligarchy which arrogates
all power to itself.  Let us never for-
get that.

Bread and Circuses

We Want
Civil Liberties And

D e v e l o p m e n t



We must be prepared to stand up for our
rights as citizens if we wish to have a future
for our children
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The coming general elections will elect
the Government and peoples'
epresentatives who will lead the
country into the next millennium.
Forty-two years after Independence,
Malaysia has evolved into a dynamic
multi-ethnic nation with progress in
all sectors, thanks to the efforts made
by Malaysians of all ethnic commu-
nities.  However, certain national poli-
cies, especially those related to equal-
ity between ethnic communities, de-
mocracy, human rights and judicial
autonomy, still leave much room for
improvement.

The economic crisis of the last two
years and the Nipah virus epidemic
are two recent disasters which have
caused the Chinese organisations to
take serious stock of the future of this
country.

The lack of an integrated plan to de-
velop our small and medium-scale
industries and New Villages after
more than fifty years after their estab-
lishment is cause for concern. While
the government endeavours to carry
out mega projects, our schools are still
faced by lack of funding, classrooms

and teachers. We hardly need to
point out the depressed sectors
among our indigenous peoples, estate
workers, urban settlers and small
farmers.

Besides, we are very concerned about
corruption, deviations in the imple-
mentation of government policies,
lack of accountability and transpar-
ency, bias of the media, all of which
have aroused public concern.

In view of our love for the country and
apprehensions for the future, we call
upon all political parties and candidates
in the coming general elections to de-
clare their support and endorsement
of our appeals, and we urge all
Malaysian to jointly work together to-
wards the realisation of these appeals.

1. Promote national unity1. Promote national unity1. Promote national unity1. Promote national unity1. Promote national unity
National unity must be based on the
interests of all Malaysians irrespec-
tive of race. Unity and solidarity can
only be forged in an environment in
which there is equality and non-dis-
crimination:

´ Enact a Race Relations Act to
combat racism, racialism and race
discrimination and institute a

Race Relations Commission;
´ Affirmative action should be

based on the protection and en-
hancement of the status of the
weaker sectors and not on race,
social background and religious
belief;

´ Take steps to abolish in all aspects,
the "bumiputera / non-bumi-
putera" distinction.

2. Advance democracy2. Advance democracy2. Advance democracy2. Advance democracy2. Advance democracy
Democracy is more than the ritual
casting of a ballot once every five years
- there must be democracy at all lev-
els of government in order that we can
realise parliamentary democracy and
ensure free and fair elections:

´ Delineate constituencies based on
the principle of "one person one
vote" - the discrepancy in the
number of voters in different con-
stituencies should not exceed 15%
as practised at the time of Inde-
pendence, to ensure fair represen-
tation in all constituencies;

´ Reintroduce elected local govern-
ments;

´ Senators must be elected;

3. Uphold human rights and justice3. Uphold human rights and justice3. Uphold human rights and justice3. Uphold human rights and justice3. Uphold human rights and justice
Human rights must be upheld for the

ELECTIONS

S e v e n t e e n - P o i n t
Election Demands Of
Chinese Organisations
We are very concerned about corruption, deviations in the implementation
of government policies, lack of accountability and transparency, bias of
the media, all of which have aroused public concern.

P r e a m b l e

1848 organizations have endorsed as of 16 September 1999
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political, social, cultural and eco-
nomic benefit of all peoples and for
justice, peace and freedom in our
country:

´ Ratify all the international cov-
enants and United Nations Con-
ventions;

´ Extend the powers of the
Malaysian Human Rights Com-
mission to ensure that it is inde-
pendent and representative;

´ Ensure that the judiciary and the
office of the Attorney-General are
independent;

´ Repeal the long-existing Internal
Security Act in line with social de-
velopment;

´ Enact a Freedom of Information
Act;

´ Amend the Trade Union Act, the
Sedition Act, the Printing Presses
and Publications Act, the Police
Act, the Universities and Univer-
sity Colleges Act to bring them in
line with human rights standards;

´ Protect and guarantee freedom of
speech, assembly and association.

4. Curb corruption4. Curb corruption4. Curb corruption4. Curb corruption4. Curb corruption
Corruption is one of the biggest ob-
stacles to the nation's development.
It has not only deprived the people of
benefits but has adversely affected
the functioning of the government
administration and erodes account-
ability. Corruption must be eradicated
at all levels of the government and
civil service.

´ Reconstitute the Anti-Corruption
Agency so that it is independent
and accountable to Parliament;

´ Enact a law whereby all elected
representatives and senior civil
servants must publicly declare
their assets;

5. A fair and equitable economic5. A fair and equitable economic5. A fair and equitable economic5. A fair and equitable economic5. A fair and equitable economic
policypolicypolicypolicypolicy
It is time to review the country's eco-
nomic policy and overcome the weak-

nesses that have been exposed dur-
ing the recent financial crisis. Busi-
nesses must be allowed the opportu-
nity to compete on a fair basis regard-
less of race, and contracts and shares
must not be given out through nepo-
tism, cronyism and corruption. It is
clear that modernisation and devel-
opment of the small & medium indus-
tries have been grossly neglected
while the Government has focussed
on the business and industrial devel-
opment of the Bumiputeras during
the last thirty years. The government
has also been negligent in the han-
dling of the plight of pig rearers and
victims of the epidemic during the
recent crisis in the pig-rearing indus-
try:

´ Promote the development and
modernisation of small and me-
dium industries in the country;

´ Formulate and implement a sus-
tainable agricultural policy;

´ Provide fair and adequate sup-
port to all sectors including pig-
farming industry;

´ Distribute land fairly and justly to
farmers of all ethnic communities;

´ Abolish the quota system based on
"race" and replace it with a means-
tested sliding scale;

´ Ensure that the Malaysian work-
ers' EPF and other public funds
are adequately represented by
workers' organisations to guaran-
tee proper management of the
funds.

6. Review the privatisation policy6. Review the privatisation policy6. Review the privatisation policy6. Review the privatisation policy6. Review the privatisation policy
The objective of privatising our pub-
lic utilities is to improve efficiency
and alleviate the economic burden on
the public sector. Although certain
privatised utilities have provided
more convenience to the people and
enhanced economic growth, the lack
of transparency in their operation has
given rise to private monopolies. This
has added to the burden on the peo-
ple, led to the practice of cronyism and

placed obstacles in the way of further
economic development:

´ Focus on the public interest in all
privatisation exercises;

´ Practice open tendering for all pri-
vatisation contracts;

´ Set up a public Utilities Commis-
sion to oversee and appraise pri-
vatised utilities so as to protect the
public interest;

´ Roll back the privatisation of the
health service to enable the
Malaysian public, especially the
lower income groups to enjoy an
affordable and efficient public
health service;

´ Enact anti-monopoly legislation
to prevent monopoly of privatised
services;

´ Review the privatised sewerage
services to alleviate the burden on
consumers;

´ Disallow the privatisation and
imposition of toll on upgraded
roads and roads within the city
limits.

7. An enlightened, liberal and pro-7. An enlightened, liberal and pro-7. An enlightened, liberal and pro-7. An enlightened, liberal and pro-7. An enlightened, liberal and pro-
gressive education policygressive education policygressive education policygressive education policygressive education policy
To face the challenges of the next cen-
tury, we must review the entire
Malaysian education system both in
relation to human potential, human
resource demands as well as creativ-
ity, initiative and critical faculties of
our students. The Chinese organisa-
tions are particularly concerned that
the 1996 Education Act does not give
fair treatment to the mother tongue
education of the Chinese, Tamil and
other ethnic minorities in our coun-
try. Chinese and Tamil primary
schools are today in crisis because
they face inadequate funding, class-
rooms and teachers:

´  Amend the Education Act 1996
to reflect the national education
policy as originally stated in the
Education Ordinance 1957 ensur-
ing the use, teaching and devel-
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opment of the mother tongue of
all Malaysian ethnic communi-
ties;

´ Increase the number of Chinese
and Tamil schools especially in
residential areas where there is a
demand for these schools so as not
to deprive these pupils of their
mother tongue education;

´ Solve the long-existing crisis of
teacher-shortage in the Chinese
and Tamil schools;

´ Revoke the plan for "Vision
Schools" and other measures to
appoint non-Mandarin speaking
teachers to high positions in Chi-
nese primary schools in order to
maintain the character of  these
schools;

´ Ensure fair and adequate finan-
cial allocation for teacher training,
curriculum development, text-
books, infrastructure and hard-
ware to all language streams and
education bodies involved in de-
veloping mother tongue educa-
tion;

´ Make available compulsory Pu-
pils' own Language (POL) classes
within the normal school curricu-
lum as long as there are five pu-
pils of any ethnic community in
any school;

´ Increase the expenditure alloca-
tion for education;

´ Improve the salaries and condi-
tions of teachers;

´ Introduce a system of student
grants and loans for all, irrespec-
tive of ethnicity, based on a
means-tested sliding scale;

´ Recognise the Unified Examina-
tion Certificate of the Malaysian
Independent Chinese Secondary
Schools;

´ Allow more additional Independ-
ent Chinese Secondary Schools to
be established and subsidise their
development;

´ Build more primary schools, sec-
ondary schools, colleges and uni-
versities in line with our country's

population growth;
´ Recognise the degrees conferred

by accredited educational institu-
tions including the former
Nanyang University and univer-
sities of China, Taiwan and other
non-English language universi-
ties;

´ Relinquish the racial-based quota
system for university admission.

8. Let our multi-ethnic cultures8. Let our multi-ethnic cultures8. Let our multi-ethnic cultures8. Let our multi-ethnic cultures8. Let our multi-ethnic cultures
flourishflourishflourishflourishflourish
Malaysia is a multi-cultural society.
The existing National Cultural Policy
of the government is inclined towards
mono-cultural, hindering the flour-
ishing of our country's myriad cul-
tures. The formulation of a cultural
policy based on the pluralistic nature
of our country is crucial to remedy-
ing this situation:

´ Institute a more liberal and diver-
sified arts and cultural policy;

´ Provide arts support grants and
promote cultural activities of all
Malaysian ethnic groups;

´ Statutory authorities at all levels
must encourage multi-
culturalism;

´ Make available national artistic
and literary awards and scholar-
ships to all Malaysians regardless
of race and language;

´ Ensure fair representation of all
the various Malaysian cultures in
official cultural bodies and the me-
dia;

´ Encourage and facilitate interna-
tional cultural exchange;

´ Promote and educate Malaysians
to respect the religions of differ-
ent peoples in the country and
strengthen the exchange between
the various religious bodies in the
country.

9. Protect the Malaysian Environ-9. Protect the Malaysian Environ-9. Protect the Malaysian Environ-9. Protect the Malaysian Environ-9. Protect the Malaysian Environ-
mentmentmentmentment
All development projects which im-
pinge on highlands, forests, wetlands,

burial grounds and other heritage
sites must be subject to more stringent
control. Laws and standards of envi-
ronment protection in Malaysia need
to be enforced strictly:

´ Ensure that dam projects do not
damage the environment;

´ Impose strict energy and water
conservation measures;

´ Regazette all previously gazetted
forest and wildlife reserves;

´ Strictly enforce the existing for-
estry and environmental protec-
tion laws to prevent unscrupulous
logging activities;

´ Impose tax on energy consump-
tion and carbon gas and other
harmful emissions;

´ Beautify burial grounds and en-
sure that no burial ground has to
give way to development pur-
poses;

´ Offer incentives to industries re-
lating to solar-energy and other
sustainable energy sources.

10. Develop and modernise New10. Develop and modernise New10. Develop and modernise New10. Develop and modernise New10. Develop and modernise New
VillagesVillagesVillagesVillagesVillages
Fifty years after their establishment,
the 452 New Villages in the country
where some 1.5 million Chinese
Malaysians inhabit, are still excluded
from the mainstream of the national
economic development plans. Their
basic infrastructure still need im-
provement and, many
do not have their land titles or have
these renewed:

´ Ensure that land titles of all New
Villagers are given to them as soon
as possible;

´ Finalise a development plan for
the New Villages as soon as possi-
ble;

´ Provide development allocation
for New Villages in proportion to
population;

´ Allocate adequate parcels of land
for rural and New Village farm-
ers.
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11. Housing for all11. Housing for all11. Housing for all11. Housing for all11. Housing for all
There must be more positive action
taken to realise the objective of hous-
ing for all in order to solve the urgent
problem of housing for the middle and
lower income groups:.

´ Ensure that state governments al-
locate more free land for the con-
struction of low and medium-cost
public housing;

´ Ensure fair allocation of low-cost
housing and prevent those who
do not qualify from benefiting
from it;

´ Implement a "rent-then-pur-
chase" system whereby the poor
and less well-off can have the op-
portunity to own their own
houses.

12. Protect women's rights12. Protect women's rights12. Protect women's rights12. Protect women's rights12. Protect women's rights
Women's rights must be addressed in
both the public and private sectors:

´ Endorse the "Women's Agenda
1999" by Malaysian women's
NGOs;

´ Upgrade the function of govern-
ment agencies dealing with wom-
en's affairs;

´ Eliminate sexism and all forms of
discrimination against women in
Malaysian society;

´ Impose heavier sentences on those
who use violence against women
and children;

´ Urge the public and private sec-
tors to provide child-care facilities
for working women.

13. A fair media13. A fair media13. A fair media13. A fair media13. A fair media
The Malaysian media must be inde-
pendent and fair and be allowed to
operate without Government inter-
ference:

´ Establish an Independent Broad-
casting Authority which is fair to
all parties;

´ Abolish the regulations in respect
to the annual renewal of publish-

ing permit (KDN);
´ Encourage the setting up of more

private broadcasting media;
´ Increase the time allocation for

news broadcast in Mandarin.

14. Restore confidence in the police14. Restore confidence in the police14. Restore confidence in the police14. Restore confidence in the police14. Restore confidence in the police
forceforceforceforceforce
In recent years, the way in which the
Malaysian police have conducted
themselves has been a cause for con-
cern and could well have shaken the
confidence of the public in the police
force:

´ Establish independent commis-
sions of enquiry to investigate all
cases of police abuse of power and
brutality under police detention,
release these reports for public
scrutiny and punish those police
personnel found to have abused
their power;

´ Improve the quality of the police
force through salary adjustment
and more stringent recruitment
procedures to ensure a more re-
sponsible, humane and just police
force;

15. Upgrade social services15. Upgrade social services15. Upgrade social services15. Upgrade social services15. Upgrade social services
Everyone has the right to live and die
with dignity and to social protection
against unemployment, sickness, dis-
ability, old age, death or other circum-
stances beyond a person's control:

´ Cater to the special needs of
women, children, senior citizens
and the disabled;

´ Provide more recreational facili-
ties for the youth to guide them
into positive and healthy lifestyles;

´ Increase fund allocation to the
medical and health sector, espe-
cially for disease prevention;

´ Increase awareness in basic health
care and healthy living.

16. Respect the rights of workers16. Respect the rights of workers16. Respect the rights of workers16. Respect the rights of workers16. Respect the rights of workers
Workers should have the right to fair
working conditions and a safe, hu-

mane and democratic working envi-
ronment in line with international la-
bour standards:

´ Recognise the right of electronics
workers to form their own na-
tional electronics union;

´ Legislate a progressive guaran-
teed minimum wage acceptable to
all workers, including estate
workers;

17. Provide for our indigenous peo-17. Provide for our indigenous peo-17. Provide for our indigenous peo-17. Provide for our indigenous peo-17. Provide for our indigenous peo-
plesplesplesplesples
Indigenous peoples are increasingly
marginalised and fall victim to devel-
opment projects:

´ Confirm the rights of the Orang
Asli and other indigenous peoples
to their Native Communal lands
so that they can control their own
land and resources and choose
their own way of life.

16 August 1999



The above is drawn up by :
1.1.1.1.1.United Chinese School Com-
mittees Association of Malay-
sia (Dong Zong)  2. 2. 2. 2. 2. United Chi-
nese School Teachers Associ-
ation of Malaysia (Jiao Zong)
3.3.3.3.3.United Chinese School
Alumni Association of Malay-
sia 4.4.4.4.4.Nanyang University
Alumni Association of Malay-
sia 5.5.5.5.5.Taiwan Graduates
Alumni Association of Malay-
sia 6.6.6.6.6.Selangor Chinese Assem-
bly Hall 7.7.7.7.7.Federation of
Guangdong Associations of
Malaysia 8.8.8.8.8.Federation of
Guangxi Associations of Ma-
laysia 9.9.9.9.9.Federation of San-
jiang Associations of Malaysia
10.10.10.10.10.Federation of Fuzhou Asso-
ciations of Malaysia 11.11.11.11.11.Huazi
Research Centre
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People are masters of their countries
and boss to their governments. This
very concept of democracy is re-
spected in any modern state. When
anti-colonial and nationalist move-
ments swept across the world in the
mid-century, their very conviction
was to reinforce the status of peo-
ple as masters, not to remain as
slaves to be handed over from for-
eign conquerors to domestic ty-
rants.

It is sad to say that 42 years after
the country's independence the
"people-masters" concept has
gained little ground. What fill our
ears are fallacies, as exemplified by
remarks such as "People have to be
grateful to the government", "Gov-
ernment-run media are the exclu-
sive propaganda apparatus for the
ruling party" and "There will be no
development for constituencies that
vote in the opposition".

These utterances not only mirror ar-
rogance on the part of the politi-
cians but also the indifference of the
people. And, these attitudes are the
root cause to many of our country's
problems nowadays: people's daily
livelihood problems going unat-

tended, communities deprived of
development, focus of national is-
sues being shifted on to a racist or
religious platform, and even unnec-
essary loss of human lives and
properties.

Fools do not beget wise men. Peo-
ple must first come to an awareness
of what is going on around them,
and what they really want, before
they demand progress. We would
like to call upon all Malaysians to
insist on their right and dignity.
Whichever party you may support,
this message has to be communi-
cated to the political parties and
politicians loud and clear : "People
are the boss!"

1 People are the Boss, the Gov-1 People are the Boss, the Gov-1 People are the Boss, the Gov-1 People are the Boss, the Gov-1 People are the Boss, the Gov-
ernment is the Managementernment is the Managementernment is the Managementernment is the Managementernment is the Management

People are the masters of a country;
the government is appointed by the
people to take care of the country.
Let us compare our country to a
company. The people are the boss,
and each citizen is a shareholder.
The government is the manage-
ment.

People who hold public offices
are staff members and not the

boss. The salaries of the civil serv-
ants and the expenses of the Gov-
ernment are all paid for with the
hard-earned money of each and
every citizen. Therefore, it is only
right for the government to serve
the interests of the people.

We, as the boss, have the right to
criticize the government. As the
management appointed by the peo-
ple, the government has to respect
the public's wishes; there is no way
for the government to "threaten" or
"penalize" its bosses.

2 Election is the Selection Proc-2 Election is the Selection Proc-2 Election is the Selection Proc-2 Election is the Selection Proc-2 Election is the Selection Proc-
ess for a new Managementess for a new Managementess for a new Managementess for a new Managementess for a new Management

Each government is appointed for
a five-year term. The office of gov-
ernment is vacated when the five-
year term expires or when the par-
liament is dissoloved by royal de-
cree on the advice of the current
government. Election is the time for
the people, as the boss, to vet the
candidates and appoint a new man-
agement for the country. All voters
are shareholders with voting rights.
Voters are absolutely free to decide
whether they want to retain the cur-
rent management, or to appoint a
new one. Once the office of govern-
ment is vacated, the ruling party

DEMOCRACY

People Are The Boss!
Declaration on the People's Awareness

I. Preamble

II. Concept

Politicians who are re-elected should remember that the people do not owe them any favours
for the past five years but instead, they now owe the people favours for the next five years.
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functions only as a "care-taker gov-
ernment". The manager of the com-
pany should not use the sharehold-
ers' money to promote himself or to
advance his personal cause; like-
wise, the "care-taker government"
should not misuse national re-
sources to promote itself so as to
enhance its chance of being re-
elected.

3 Candidates cannot threaten3 Candidates cannot threaten3 Candidates cannot threaten3 Candidates cannot threaten3 Candidates cannot threaten
their Bossestheir Bossestheir Bossestheir Bossestheir Bosses

During the election, all political par-
ties and candidates are the candi-
dates for the up-coming govern-
ment. They should not resort to tac-
tics to threaten voters. For example,
if the government only allocates
funds to develop the constituencies
won by the ruling party, it is as ri-
diculous as the management giv-
ing dividends only to an elite sec-
tion of shareholders.

4 Election is not about Return-4 Election is not about Return-4 Election is not about Return-4 Election is not about Return-4 Election is not about Return-
ing Favouring Favouring Favouring Favouring Favours

Since popular votes are appointment
letters for the next five years, those
parties and politicians who win in
elections actually owe the people a
favour for granting them the man-
date to realize their plans. There-
fore, the parties and politicians are
returning the favour to the people
when they serve. The people owe
politicians nothing indeed.

We voters do not have to commit
ourselves to anybody. Our choices
should depend on how well the
politicians can serve our interests
in the next five years.

We review the past performance of

the political parties and the candi-
dates only to assess their future in-
tention, inclination and ability in
achieving what the bosses want; not
to return any favour. Politicians
who are  re-elected should remem-
ber that the people do not owe them
any favours for the past five years
but instead, they now owe the peo-
ple favours for the next five years.

As the boss of our government, the
people must clearly express their
wishes and aspirations, and ask the
political parties and candidates to
fulfill our wishes. We do not have
to enslave ourselves and be fettered
to the political parties and politi-
cians.

Let us call upon all Malaysians to
stand up and step forward, to or-
ganize ourselves and present our
own needs and expectations (for ex-
ample, building schools, building
places of worship, rescinding toll
collection for highways, provision
of burial grounds, etc), and demand
the response of all political parties.
Only after this will we decide our
vote.

We should not humble ourselves
and approach political figures with
our request in a subservient man-
ner. Where on earth do we have
bosses who condescend themselves
to beg for things to be done? We
bosses should ensure those with
good policies and ability to satisfy
our demands come forth. In this
way, whoever is elected will respect
or accept our demands.

We must respect ourselves to win
other's respect. If we know how to

assume our role as the boss, politi-
cal parties and politicians would
have to seek improvement to avoid
becoming obsolete. This will lead
to more comprehensive and swifter
development on the country's po-
litical, economic, social and cultural
fronts. This is the only way for a
country to achieve real stability,
prosperity and advancement.

"Only a smart boss could sustain
improvement and development for
a company." We would like to share
this with some 10.3 million bosses
with voting rights all over the coun-
try.

1. Convene meetings for residents
to discuss the nation's political, eco-
nomic and local issues. Issue your
own "Bosses' Statement" and urge
the political parties and other vot-
ers to take your demands and opin-
ions earnestly.

2. Ask the political parties/candi-
dates to make known their stand
towards your "Bosses' Statement".

3. Monitor the media's perform-
ance. Ensure that the voters' voices
are heard. Act against unprofes-
sional media practice by way of
complaint, critical comments, boy-
cott and the like.

4. Monitor the candidates elected to
see that they fulfill their promises.

III. Action

T h e  B o s s e s ’
Action Plan

Source:Source:Source:Source:Source:
http://bosses.faithweb.comhttp://bosses.faithweb.comhttp://bosses.faithweb.comhttp://bosses.faithweb.comhttp://bosses.faithweb.com
Email:Email:Email:Email:Email:
webmaster@bosses.faithweb.comwebmaster@bosses.faithweb.comwebmaster@bosses.faithweb.comwebmaster@bosses.faithweb.comwebmaster@bosses.faithweb.com
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he government, it must be
observed, is only an instru-
ment or "servant" of the
King, and as loyal citizens,

we were responsible for assisting His
Majesty to select these servants dur-
ing the general election. His Majesty
in his wisdom, graciously approved
our choice.

We may easily make mistakes in our
choice of servants sometimes, and
that is our privilege. The King accepts
that and does not question us, let alone
interfere with our choice, because he
himself represents our ultimate will.
So any misjudgements on our part
give the servants no excuse, let alone
the right to become rude or arrogant.
Indeed the time has come to make
rules to sack such servants without
too much ceremony.

And another thing: the secrets the
servant keeps from us, he keeps with
our explicit permission. Where did he
get the idea that they are his? They
are the unpleasant facts we do not
want to know day after day as mas-
ters of the house. But if we do want to
know them for any reason, he cannot
deny them to us.

That is why we invented Royal Com-
missions, to make sure the servants
do not steal our treasures, or get into
fights with our neighbours and
friends without sound reasons. Serv-
ants who are allowed to keep house
secrets to themselves without being
unaccountable at all can help them-
selves to anything in the house. Ob-
viously then the servants are only

useful if they are properly account-
able to the masters.

The accountability of the servant be-
gins the day he walks in through the
kitchen door. If he makes a mess of
the soup, obviously he has to explain.
It is not enough for him to tell the
Agung, or us, that he can produce the
list of soup ingredients he bought at
the market.

He cannot tell the King that beef cost
seventy-five dollars a kati or kilo be-
cause somebody robbed the national
cattle farm and ran away with 2,500
cows. He has to admit he was in
charge of the cattle farm, too. He must
then name that "somebody" and
prove the allegation, or quit his job in
shame. And then he must still explain
why the soup looks dreadful and
tastes ghastly.

He certainly must not be allowed to
shout and insult and give "warnings"
to the people who picked him out of a
motley crowd in the first place as a
likely useful fellow.

Because they owe him nothing.

Because he owes them everything.

Like many really bad servants, gov-
ernments slowly tend to assume that
the house they serve in belongs to
them. Remember Ferdinand Marcos?
And Baby Doc Duvalier? We don't
need one of those here.

And they even become very rude to
house guests, on the extraordinary

assumption that because they were
living in the house before the guests
came, they have more rights! Remem-
ber Idi Amiin and the Uganda Indi-
ans?

That is why it is important to renew
the contracts of such labourers with
severe chastisements for past trans-
gressions. Otherwise the servants will
move into the master bedroom and
expect the employers - and their
guests - to serve them.

Of course, it is wise to give a servant
the best tools for his job. He must eat
well, exercise well and sleep well, so
as to perform his job well. He must
also be rewarded well. But I think the
time has come to tell the servant that
he is only a servant and must behave
as such, even if in our hearts we think
our lowest servant must be treated
with courtesy and kindness.

So, we must stop calling these fellows
"leaders". We are not a nation of sheep.
These servants are not supposed to
lead us anywhere. They are supposed
to smooth the way to the places we
want to go to, laying our red carpets
if we are inclined. But if we let these
temporary servants lead, each new
lot will blunder off in different direc-
tions and they will most certainly lead
us into the wilderness ...

PAGES FROM THE PAST

T h e y ' r e  ‘ S e r v a n t s ’ ,  N o t  ‘ L e a d e r s ’
The time has come ... to sack such servants without too much ceremony.

by K. Das

TTTTT

Extracted from The MUSA DILEMMAThe MUSA DILEMMAThe MUSA DILEMMAThe MUSA DILEMMAThe MUSA DILEMMA,
a book of intriguing reflections on the di-
lemma facing Malaysians in the aftermath
of the startling resignation of Deputy Prime
Minister Musa Hitam in 1986.
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laces of worship for non-
Muslims may be built "on
their own land", with per-
mission from the relevant

authorities provided that the site "is
on an area where the majority of the
population is non-Muslim".

However, no approval may be
granted if the land is sited in a Mus-
lim majority area, nothwithstanding
that the land is owned by a non-Is-
lamic religion.

In addition, all applications for ap-
proval shall "be referred to the State
Islamic Council to obtain its views"
and the Local Authority shall obtain
"the prior approval and views of the
Kampung Development committee"
where the building for non-Muslim
worship is to be erected.

Those are some of the "Guidelines for
Planning Places of Worship for Non-
Muslims" presented by the Ministry
of Housing & Local Government to
the Malaysian Consultative Council
of Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism
and Sikhism (MCCBCHS) when the
parties met with Deputy Minister of
Housing & Local Government, YB
Datuk Peter Chin, on 22 April 1999.
The guidelines are for the study and
comments by the MCCBCHS.

Several of the guidelines are based on
the discussions at the 12th meeting of
the National Fatwa Council for Is-
lamic affairs held on 21/22 January,
1985, as well as at the 13th meeting
held in Selangor.

The guidelines also stipulated that

"public buildings such as schools,
community halls and clubs shall not
be used as places of worship for non-
Muslims".

Further, "residential houses are not al-
lowed to be converted and used as
non-Muslim places of worship".  In the
event of any change as to the use of
the building as a place of worship for
non-Muslims, the matter shall be re-
ferred to "the Local Authority and the
State Religious Council".

Generally, the places of worship for
non-Muslims shall not be located be-
side a mosque and the distance that
separates shall be in accordance with
that laid down by the Local Authori-
ties. Moreover, the building of wor-
ship shall "not be too close to any pub-
lic utility area such as open public
area or recreation centre".

The design of the building "shall not
have elements that project a visible
image that can touch on the sensitiv-
ity of the local community".  And "the
size and height of the building and
image shall not be more than one sto-
rey high or a maximum of 5 metres".

In the event of renovation of an exist-
ing place of worship or of rebuilding
on the same site, the renovated or the
new building shall "not exceed the
original area and height."

As for the "density ratio", the guide-
lines are as follows:

´ The density of ratio according to
the Planning Standard Manual,
Town & Country Planning De-

partment, Peninsular Malaysia
1988 (Manual Piawaian Perancangan
Jabatan Perancangan Bandar dan Desa,
Semenanjung Malaysia 1988) is
1:2,600 non-Muslims or 1:5,000
population and

´ The area for every 2,600 non-
Muslims or 5,000 population shall
not be between 40-60 per cent and
in accordance with the Uniform
Building by-laws 1984 (Undang-
undang Kecil Bangunan Seragam
1984) whichever is applicable.

To this, the honorary Assistant Secre-
tary of MCCBCHS, V Harcharan
Singh says: "It would seem to mean
that for every 5,000 population, there
must be 2,600 non-Muslims in that
area to qualify those non-Muslims to
build their place of worship and on a
site not exceeding half hectare".

Harcharan Singh also told CANews
that the MCCBCHS has decided to
reject the Guidelines at a meeting on
July 19, 1999 of the MCCBCHS execu-
tive committee. The same has been
conveyed to the Minister of Housing
and Local Government. MCCBCHS
has formed a sub-committee to draft
its own guidelines for submission to
the Minister.

RELIGION

MCCBCHS Rejects Guidelines

PPPPP

Source: CA News, August 1999

EDITOR'S  NOTE:
The MCCBCHS has since
met the DPM to protest over
this issue.
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t is absurd for Election
Commission Chairman
Omar Mohd Hashim to
state that the commis-

sion's independence should not be
questioned as it has shown its im-
partiality at all times (The Star, 18
August 1999).

Claiming to be independent is
one thing, but convincing the peo-
ple through its conduct that it is
independent and credible is a dif-
ferent kettle of fish. Credibility
must be earned by deeds rather
than through public pronounce-
ments.

It will take more than words to con-
vince thinking Malaysians that the
commission is a credible institution
capable of ensuring free and fair
elections.

Numerous irregularities and abuses
have been brought to the attention
of the commission but its ability to
tackle them has left much to be de-
sired and has raised questions as
to its credibility.

If Omar takes the position that these
are past mistakes for which he is
not accountable but, now that he is
in charge, he would like to project
the commission as an independent
body that would ensure free and
fair elections, Aliran would wel-
come that.

But he would have to take some
convincing actions first.

To begin with, as a matter of prin-
ciple, Omar should publicly declare
that the campaign period would be
adequate and fair to all contesting
parties. Aliran would like to recom-
mend at least three weeks for this
purpose.

Omar must give credibility to his
claim that the commission decides
on the length of the campaign pe-
riod without anybody interfering
in its decision by immediately an-
nouncing as a matter of policy that
the campaign period would be three
weeks.

This policy statement can be made
tomorrow. There is no need to wait
for parliament to be dissolved to an-
nounce this. And it is within his
right to make such a statement.

As regards postal votes for armed
forces and police personnel, accord-
ing to Omar, ballot papers are
handed over to the adjutants or ad-
ministration officers. It is most
alarming to read Omar's comment,
"What happens after that is beyond
our control. The officers and their
wives mark and place the sealed
ballot papers in the box."

This is indeed shocking. What hap-
pens is not only beyond the com-

mission's control but it is also not
within its knowledge whether the
officers and their wives actually
mark and place the sealed ballot
papers in the box personally. It is
just an assumption on Omar's part
since there are no election commis-
sion officials or party election
agents physically present to wit-
ness and verify this claim.

It is Aliran's contention that elec-
tion commission officials should
supervise the casting of postal votes
in the presence of election agents
from the various political parties.

It is also our view that police and
armed forces personnel whose sta-
tions, camps or depots are located
within the constituency under
which they were originally regis-
tered should not be allowed to use
the postal ballot system.

It is also our recommendation that
the postal ballot of a police or
armed forces personnel should be
sent to the constituency in which he
or she is registered as a voter to be
counted as a vote cast in that con-
stituency.

Omar should make a public pledge
now to assure caring Malaysians
that the elections involving armed
forces and police personnel will be
free and fair. He needn't wait for
parliament to be dissolved to make

ELECTIONS

Aliran to Election Commission Chairman:

Convince us of your
I n d e p e n d e n c e

IIIII



Aliran Monthly September 1999: 19(8) Page 18

this announcement.

To further enhance his credibility,
it should be possible, even desir-
able, for Omar to release a guide-
line for a caretaker government -
spelling out what it can and should
not do - to ensure free and fair elec-
tions.

Again, this notification can be re-
leased immediately without having
to wait for parliament to be dis-
solved.

TV and Radio, especially publicly
funded RTM, are not party appara-
tus for the ruling party's sole use.
Public funds are used for their op-
erations. It is only proper that the
public should have access to all
political views to exercise their
choice intelligently. As such, air
time should be fairly distributed.

The commission should ensure that
this access to fair media time is
available to all political parties so
that, when we talk of free and fair
election, it would be a meaningful
exercise.

Again, this announcement can be
made without having to wait for
the dissolution of parliament.

These are four crucial areas concern-
ing which Omar can make pro-
nouncements now. He need not wait
for parliament to be dissolved to
embark on this action. By respond-
ing positively to this call, he would
assert the integrity of the commis-
sion, establish his own credibility,
and prove that he is not beholden
to anyone.

P Ramakrishnan
President

19 August 199919 August 199919 August 199919 August 199919 August 1999

On 25 August, Lim Guan Eng will
return to join Malaysian society
not as a common convicted crimi-
nal but as a Malaysian hero: his
stature enhanced and his integrity
intact.

No matter what officialdom may
claim, he will be perceived as
someone who was treated un-
justly by a system that no longer
commands the confidence nor the
respect of most Malaysians.

He will be remembered as some-
one who transcended ethnic
boundaries in coming to the aid of
a minor who claimed in open
court that she was ravished by,
among others, a prominent politi-
cian, who went scot-free.

While others were mouthing the
vision of the ultimate Bangsa Ma-
laysia in the distant future, he ex-
emplified by his deeds the arrival
of such a Malaysian right here and
now, ahead of his time.

Because he stood by his principles
and did what was expected of a
decent caring human being,
Malaysians will not forget this in-
justice that was meted out to him.
Thinking Malaysians were rightly
revolted by the turn of events,
which extracted a very heavy
price from him.

There is yet another reason why
Malaysians will not forget this out-
rageous episode. Unlike a con-
victed murderer and a convicted

corrupt politician who were par-
doned some years ago, Guan
Eng was not granted a pardon.
Many flabbergasted Malaysians
will forever be wondering
whether Guan Eng's crime was
worse than committing murder
that he did not deserve a pardon
in spite of the hundreds of thou-
sands of citizens appealing for
such a pardon. In contrast, there
was no grounds well movement
for the pardon of the murderer
and the corrupt politician.

It is contradictions such as this
that has disturbed the con-
science of Malaysians and
stirred their souls to demand jus-
tice.

In the wake of Guan Eng's im-
prisonment, Anwar's episode
exploded in the face of
Malaysians, confirming that all
is not well in our society and im-
ploring Malaysians to stop the
rot in our midst.

Guan Eng is well placed to play
his role even more positively
now that the ground is simmer-
ing for change.

Grateful Malaysians not only sa-
lute him for his valour but are
ready to be part of the move-
ment that is gathering momen-
tum, irresistibly and irrevocably.

P Ramakrishnan
President

25 August 199925 August 199925 August 199925 August 199925 August 1999

Lim Guan Eng:

A True Malaysian
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16 August 199916 August 199916 August 199916 August 199916 August 1999

Your warm and eloquent remarks
welcoming my impending release
from Kajang Prison is much appreci-
ated. Looking back, the past one year
has been an arduous and at times dis-
tressing period for my family as well
as for many Malaysians,  forcibly re-
minding us all the importance of jus-
tice and freedom.

Many Malaysians have discovered
what they have lost when freedom is
denied and justice perverted. And the
painful realisation that freedom and
justice are never voluntarily given by
the oppressor; it must be demanded
by the oppressed. So long as freedom
and  justice do not exist, Malaysians
will be "imprisoned" by the same
prison walls that physically enclave
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim and me.

I entered Kajang Prison because an
injustice was committed against an
underage schoolgirl who was raped,
among others allegedly by an UMNO
politician. Instead of punishing the
rapist, the rape victim was punished
by being detained for three years
whilst 14 men who admitted to rap-
ing her were set free without needing
to spend a single day in jail.

When her poor, illiterate and desper-
ate grandmother sought my help, I
felt a deep revulsion and anger at the
cruel victimisation of this defenceless
schoolgirl by a government  that
claims  to protect women. Many
Malaysians share the sense of outrage
that the BN government is willing to
violate the rights of a rape victim to
serve its selfish political interests. By
sacrificing women's rights for politi-
cal expediency, the BN government
has lost all moral legitimacy amongst
women.

If my imprisonment has succeeded in
opening up the eyes of Malaysians to
the pernicious racial barriers erected
by BN's "divide-and-rule" policy, then
my 12 months in prison has at least
been worthwhile. For too long have
we allowed the BN to divide us until a
Chinese MP going to jail for helping a
Malay victim is considered to be
breaking the norm. For too long have
we permitted the fear and lies engen-
dered by the BN to prevent us from
joining the common cause of freedom
and justice for all against tyranny and
corruption.

The time has come for Malaysians to
close the Great Divide of race and re-
ligion. A common citizenry identified
to a national Malaysian conscious-
ness seeking to regenerate justice and
secure basic freedoms - this is my
Malaysian Dream.

The numerous letters from ordinary
Malaysians give me hope that such a
Malaysian Dream is not impossible.
A Malay gentleman described how
my imprisonment moved him to see
his fellow non-Malays no longer as
"bangsa asing", but as fellow
Malaysians and caused him to resolve
to help any non-Malay in need.

A Chinese lady wrote that my actions
have allowed non-Malays and
Malays to see the contribution of non-
Malays towards racial co-operation
not strictly in monetary terms - as ex-
emplified by MCA leaders using
money as a substitute to buy their way
in to prove to the Malays their com-
mitment to racial harmony. But it is a
timely reminder that Malays and
non-Malays alike have a common
stake in our country's destiny, not
only from our pockets but also from
our hearts; where we are all prepared
to jointly invest and sacrifice our lives
and souls for our country's future. It
is this common stake in our Malaysian
Dream based on equal justice that has
sustained my faith that what I had to
endure in Kajang Prison shall not be
in vain. Instead I can rejoice that
Kajang Prison has made us all proud
to be Malaysians.

HEART TO HEART : "What comes from the lips reaches the ear,
what comes from the heart reaches the heart" - Arab proverb

Guan Eng Replies To Chandra

Malaysia Deserves Better

Dear Sdr  Chandra,
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You have expressed concern that
Malaysian Chinese have some reser-
vations that our movement for re-
form is committed to justice for all.
Indeed, a greater effort is required to
convince Malaysian Chinese that po-
litical reforms shall fulfil their expec-
tations without social disorder and
seek to strengthen rather than reduce
their rights.

Like other members of dispossessed
Malaysians, the Chinese community
feel a deep sense of discrimination and
alienation as a result of the BN's divi-
sive policies. In the past, the Chinese
community has been unfairly made
the scapegoat for the nation's ills and
their grievances remain unad-
dressed. Coupled with threats of vio-
lence and rioting ala Indonesia by the
Prime Minister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamed, should BN lose
in the general elections, it is not sur-
prising that the Chinese community
opt for the so-called safety of the sta-
tus quo. However, this does not mean
that the Chinese community is not
passionate about public accountabil-
ity, political morality, truth and jus-
tice. There is still the same righteous
indignation against the lack of de-
mocracy, widespread corruption,
abuses of power and financial mal-
practice.

Witness the Chinese community's dis-
approval of the BN government's re-
fusal to allow democratic elections in
local government and the Senate; the
multi-billion ringgit corruption scan-
dals; the endemic crony capitalism;
the open nepotism that enables mil-
lions of public shares to be distributed
to children or sons-in-law of Minis-
ters or the accumulation of billions of
ringgit in extraordinary wealth by
family members of BN leaders or even
weddings of Ministers' children that
are more lavish and extravagant
than those of the royalty. Despite such
serious misgivings, the Chinese com-

munity may be coerced
by threats of violence to
their families to sup-
port the BN. Without
freedom from fear, the
Chinese community
will not be free to
choose.

Our challenge is to fa-
cilitate the Chinese
community's needs for
a democratic, account-
able and transparent government
and at the same time allay their fears
that the Chinese community will not
be made the scapegoat and victimised
when things go wrong. It will not be
easy to empower the Chinese commu-
nity to choose freely.

As a first step, assurances must be
given that under political reforms, the
rights of the Chinese community will
be meaningfully and significantly en-
hanced. Thus, will the Chinese com-
munity consider it worthwhile to face
up to the BN's propaganda of fear
and  threats in order to secure a better
future?

Our task is made more difficult when
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir possesses an
unequalled talent for sophistry. Lately
he has even exceeded himself by ac-
quiring the art of counterfeit emotion.
Such unusual abilities cannot hide the
fact that the Prime Minister will never
combat corruption and injustice,
his labelling of secret government
documents exposing corruption in
high places as official secrets and
that possessing such documents is
a traitorous act, shows how desper-
ate Dr Mahathir is to prevent his
administration from going down as
the most corrupt in the nation's
history.

Dr Mahathir knows that if we succeed
in eliminating corruption and injus-
tice, then BN will be eliminated. On

the other hand, Malaysians know
that if we fail to eliminate  corruption
and injustice, then our country will
be ruined. The Prime Minister's choice
is clear - to save BN at all costs. Our
choice is equally clear - to save our
country to ensure continued prosper-
ity for all. I am certain that your sin-
cerity and dedication will convince
many Malaysians to join this move-
ment for reforms to save our country.
I myself will not shirk from this re-
sponsibility.

On 25 August 1999, I will leave
Kajang Prison as an ordinary citizen.
Rest assured that I will walk out of
Kajang Prison with my head
unbowed, my spirit unbroken and my
faith unshaken. During my time
within its walls, I have learnt many
things, endured much and lost much
more. But I have never regretted
what I have done.

For we all share a single heritage that
distinguishes right from wrong.
Where sacrifice, honour and duty are
the price that might have to be paid
for membership in a society with
standards, morals and principles.

Malaysia deserves better!

Fraternally,

Lim Guan Eng
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he ejection of Anwar
Ibrahim as Deputy Prime
Minister was effected on 2
September 1998.  The next

day he was expelled from the UMNO
party through which he had held his
ministerial position.  On that evening
the atmosphere in the streets outside
the UMNO Supreme Council meeting
was extremely tense.  About 1,000
people had gathered outside since
early afternoon - this gathering was
decidedly "pro-Anwar".

As the meeting came to an end in the
early morning hours and the news
that the Supreme Council had re-
solved to expel Anwar was con-
firmed, the scene became even more
heated and tumultuous.  When they

appeared from the building and be-
gan dispersing towards their waiting
limousines, the Prime Minister and
UMNO President, Dr. Mahathir, and
several other members of the party
executive were jeered and pelted with
rubbish and soft-drink cartons.

Never before in the history of Malay
politics had something like this oc-
curred, never had leading politicians
been treated as they were on that
night.  That sort of behaviour is by no
means the customary or routine way
that Malays, or Malaysians generally,
express their disagreement and politi-
cal opposition.

No sooner had he been expelled from
his ministerial position and party
membership than Anwar launched a
"reformation movement" by return-
ing to his original constituency or core
supporters, drawn from a number of
student and youth organizations with
an Islamic orientation.  At that stage
the objectives of his reformation
movement were somewhat unclear
and in fact quite limited:  mainly what
was sought was Anwar's restoration
to his previous leadership position in
the UMNO.  Even though this limited
objective was not achieved, the mo-
mentum of the movement he had
launched increased as hundreds and
soon thousands of young people be-

gan gathering around Anwar's house
and holding demonstrations in other
places around Kuala Lumpur.

At that time, apparently, few people
took very seriously the "reform move-
ment" triggered by Anwar's sudden
political marginalization.  Singa-
pore's Senior Minister Lee Kwan Yew,
whose assessments of political devel-
opments in the region are in general
widely respected, opined that the
movement would not last for more
than several days since, in his view,
the Malaysian government's com-
mand of overwhelming powers
would soon enable it to crush such
expressions of opposition.

Yet that prediction has already been
proven false.  Not only have demon-
strations and the courageous voicing
of public dissatisfaction continued
until the time of writing, well into
1999, even if with diminished passion
as time has passed;  further, what was
originally a quite diffuse and unstruc-
tured movement has given rise to no
less than two well-organized overlap-
ping coalitions of political parties and
non-government organizations,
known as GERAK and GAGASAN,
and, following them, the ADIL or "Jus-
tice" movement subsequently
founded and headed by Anwar
Ibrahim's wife Dr. Wan Azizah
Ismail.

POLITICS

A New Atmosphere And
Consciousness In Malaysia
Some Thoughts of a Participant of the Reformasi Movement

by Rustam A. Sani

TTTTT Reformasi MovementReformasi MovementReformasi MovementReformasi MovementReformasi Movement
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Clearly, the reform movement un-
leashed in late 1998 has already dem-
onstrated quite extraordinary staying
power.  It has become the most attrac-
tive aspect of the complex tangle of
new political phenomena which we
now label as Malaysia's current "po-
litical crisis". How can the character
of this reform movement best be cap-
tured? In my view there are two levels
to current Malaysian political reali-
ties which need to be grasped.

One level is what we might term "sur-
face politics" - or even label with the
familiar tag "realpolitik", the every-
day business of political man-
oeuvering, of routine political prac-
tice among politicians themselves.
But behind or beneath this form of
politics there are always to be found
what are called underlying social and
political forces, on which everyday
surface or practical politics feeds.  We
need, especially in the midst of peri-
ods of transition and similar problem-
atic conjunctures, to pay close atten-
tion to both these distinct aspects or
levels of politics and to their complex
interplay.

Ordinarily our attention is preoccu-
pied with the level of realpolitik or

surface politics.  In this case, we can
simply note that Anwar was removed
from office and pushed aside and that
he then launched himself into oppo-
sition, carried high on the shoulders
of his supporters.  But we should also
recall that political expulsions of this
sort are nothing new in Malaysian
politics.  Dr. Mahathir was himself
once cast aside and expelled and, be-
cause of his opposition to the UMNO
leadership of the time, was driven into
the political wilderness - until he was
eventually rehabilitated and restored
to his prominent position in the
UMNO when Tun Abdul Razak suc-
ceeded Tunku Abdul Rahman as
Malaysian prime minister. Opposi-
tion to the government through "street
politics" is also not unprecedented in
Malaysia, though this recourse has
not proved terribly effective, for rea-
sons noted above by Lee Kuan Yew.

What has given the reform movement
its strength and staying power this
time, and even its capacity to grow,
in contrast to all the ultimately rather
barren speeches and fiery
oppositional rhetoric of the past?

To understand this difference we

need to pay attention not just to the
cut-and-thrust of everyday practical
politics but, more important, to the
development of the underlying social
and political forces driving the more
visible surface manoeuvering that
generally mesmerizes most political
observers and captures the fascinated
attention of political journalists and
commentators.

When the reform  movement was first
triggered, I noted in a short article in
the Singapore English-language
newspaper The New Paper (7 Septem-
ber 1998):

Perhaps the elements of generational
change in the political culture of
modern Malaysia deserve closer scru-
tiny in understanding the support
Anwar seems to be enjoying at the
moment.  Perhaps it is inadequate  to
confine our perspective just to the rift
between Anwar and Mahathir in the
context of factional rivalry within
UMNO or to economic policy differ-
ences between them.

For me there is something of a tension
or contradiction between the every-
day practical politics still cast in the
mould of the 1960s and 1970s and the
new political culture which is emerg-
ing in the last years of the 1990s.

Level One:
Surface Politics

Level Two:
Underlying Social

and Political Forces

 Opposition to the government through "street politics" is not unprecedented in Malaysia

Dr. Mahathir seems to be rather unattuned to
the transformation taking place in Malaysian
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In pursuing his chosen strategy
against Anwar Ibrahim, Dr. Mahathir
seems to be rather unattuned to this
transformation in Malaysian political
culture which has occurred over re-
cent years, or has at least underesti-
mated its strength.  In the 1960s po-
litical framework, which was still
heavily suffused with feudal ele-
ments with all its attendant old-style
patronage syndrome, there was little
likelihood that the abrupt sidelining
of someone like Anwar by the party
leader would precipitate a crisis or
any sustained political opposition.

The familiar modus operandi was sim-
ple: the leader would make his accu-
sations and give his reasons for act-
ing;  he would say that he had "com-
pelling evidence and that he was con-
vinced of its authenticity and reliabil-
ity";  and he would mobilize the sup-
port of other party leaders. If need be,
he would also avail himself of the vari-
ous state institutions of governance
such as the police, the mass media,
and even the judiciary, to ensure that
this urgent political business was soon
seen through to completion.

In our political practice and histori-
cal experience until now, such meas-
ures would ordinarily have been cer-
tain to deliver the result intended by
the leader who had recourse to them.

But at this present moment,  one ines-
capable social fact appears to have
been forgotten:  that society and po-
litical culture are constantly, if at
times only gradually and even imper-
ceptibly, changing;  that as society it-
self changes "as it is always doing,
however small and unnoticed the
changes may be"so too do less tangi-
ble climates of opinion and the over-
all tone of popular political culture
also undergo modification and ulti-
mately transformation.

The new information technologies
and globalization processes are
clearly more than empty slogans; they
have had their effects upon society,
upon the formation of social attitudes
and public opinion.  All of us, perhaps
especially party politicians, now need
to acknowledge their effects as we
seek to figure out the ebb and flow of
everyday politics.

Because they have not sufficiently
understood these changes and their
implications, the fact that political
action and the voicing of protest have
continued in the streets of Kuala
Lumpur, and in a number of other
smaller and larger towns, for months
- over the period of Anwar's arrest,
arraignment and trial, and while he
had been made the target of all man-
ner of serious accusations and as-
tounding slanders - surprised many
people.

The persistence of political protest
and resistance was particularly puz-
zling to those exponents of "practical
politics" who for long have occupied
themselves with devising "realistic"
and "workable" political schemes
without bothering to pay any great
attention to the deep tendencies of
underlying social change which are
now breaking through to find expres-
sion in contemporary Malaysian po-
litical culture. In truth, there is in
Malaysia today no political party or
mass organization and, certainly, no
political personality of the necessary
authority and charisma - including
even Anwar Ibrahim himself - capa-
ble of sustaining this movement of
protest and resistance for such an ex-
tended period.

The movement draws its strength
and its capacity to endure and even
grow from a popular rejection of - a
refusal to remain satisfied any longer
with and accept - the political ap-
proach and styles of communication
of recent, but still residually feudal,
times. Those involved in the move-
ment are no longer content to accept
a mute politics of deference, disguised
and often self-servingly promoted in
the name of historic tradition under
the high-sounding labels of respect
(hormat) and loyalty (setia).  And be-
cause ever larger numbers of people
are becoming fed up with that ap-
proach, those appeals and that rheto-
ric, they simply do not and will not
work any longer.  This is the "shock of
the new", of the new emerging politi-
cal culture to the old way and frame-
works of Malaysian politics.

Instead of the old slogans and archaic
neo-feudal rhetoric, the reform move-
ment and its followers draw their po-
litical terms of reference and their

The Old
Political Culture

Malaysian Political
Culture Transformed

Protests have continued in the streets of Kuala Lumpur, and in a number of other smaller
and larger towns surprising many people.
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strength from the new technologies,
attitudes and sensibilities of the era of
globalization.  The reform movement
draws its strength and finds its defin-
ing character in the new social atti-
tudes and outlook of its "new genera-
tion" supporters who simply have no
time for, and therefore categorically
reject, the arbitrary claims of old-style
leaders and politicians who will not
commit themselves to a style of poli-
tics which is open, transparent and
accountable.

The old political categories grounded
in the principles and political styles
of traditional political parties with
their ideologies formed by experi-
ences from what this new generation
now considers "ancient history" - the
categories of colonialism and class
oppression and the stratagems of
communal politicking - are no longer
entirely compatible with the political
culture, or consistent with the
generational psyche, of the new social
cohorts emerging in Malaysia at
present.

Perhaps the top echelon leaders of the
UMNO have now begun to become
aware of this fact; but since their ca-
pacity to come to terms with these
changes and their implications is se-
verely limited, their only response has
been the unimaginative tactical re-
course of seeking to play for time, by
postponing for eighteen months the
UMNO party elections which were
due to be held in mid-1999.

This fundamental and broad change
in our political culture is not, of
course, anything that was sought, still
less planned, by the nation's present
political leadership.  A critical exami-
nation of the contents and objectives
of our long-term national planning
documents - for example, Dr.
Mahathir's The Way Forward outlining
his Vision 2020 concept - clearly
shows that all that our national vi-

sionaries foresaw was a society that
would acquire and consume the lat-
est modern technologies, while still
immured within a narrow, feudal and
supine political mentality.

Yet this cultural transformation and
attitudinal change now apparent
among Malaysia's younger genera-
tion is not something that can be eas-
ily diverted or contained.  This kind
of social resurgence, the new political
consciousness and the demand for
freedom, justice and openness inevi-
tably arise in an educated and in-
formed society - even though our
present education system was in fact
set up simply to produce consumers
of modern technology and routine
technical workers, not to develop so-
cially conscious and concerned criti-
cal thinkers.

This new social consciousness, this
stirring of popular energies, this
groundswell which has arisen not be-
cause but despite our national edu-
cational objectives and planning has
become the principal activator and
promoter of the ensemble of sociopo-
litical phenomena now known as
gerakan reformasi or Malaysia's "reform
movement".  It is the sole source of our
current hopes that a new political al-
ternative may emerge and that some
resolution may be found for the prob-
lems of our now crisis-beset political
system.

On close inspection, the principal line
of opposition which has emerged in
our society since the igniting of the
reformation movement is the line di-
viding those who see the movement,
and want to restrict it in concept and
outlook, to simply an "Anwarist"
movement and those who seek to
widen it into a movement for broad
social change.

For the proponents of the first view -
including the Malaysian government
itself, which sees the movement in
quite personal terms as Anwar's - the
problem facing it is merely a problem
of everyday realpolitik and the strata-
gems of surface politics.  They see in
Anwar the political successor who
had long been groomed to carry for-
ward the nation's political leadership
within the existing framework and
structure but who was suddenly
deemed no longer suitable to play
that role, because of various alleged
personal moral and political "defects"
of his which had only recently become
apparent.  His position had therefore
to be reviewed and he had to be dis-
missed from his leadership position,
making way for someone more suit-
able and acceptable. To that end, the
various institutions of a democratic
state were officially and authorita-
tively mobilized to destroy the now
unacceptable Anwar's reputation
and political career.

The other perspective which views
the situation in broader terms refuses
to see what is at stake as simply
"Anwar's problem" or as involving
merely the question of his suitability
for a high position of political leader-
ship and trust.  It directly questions
the use made of key governmental
institutions in the process of Anwar's
dismissal and outcasting, and there-
fore their credibility itself.

To the exponents of this view,
Anwar's case is merely one more in-
stance of a familiar Malaysian genre,
a much older and far-reaching tale of
politically motivated injustice or long
chain of abuses: including the jailing
of the opposition Member of Parlia-
ment Lim Guan Eng for questioning
the role of the Attorney-General for
not pursuing a prosecution against,
and therefore apparently shielding,
a leading UMNO politician against
whom clear evidence of statutory rape

‘ A n w a r i s t ’  M ovement
or Movement

for Social Change ?
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of a minor had been adduced; the as-
sault on the judiciary culminating in
the dismissal of the Lord President of
the nation's highest court in 1988;  the
political abuse of the key institutions
of state security, including the police
and its Special Branch;  the politically
motivated use of the harsh provisions
of the draconian Internal Security
Act;  and blatant political manipula-
tion of the mass media, to name but a
few instances.

At the same time, the regional eco-
nomic crisis battering the nation has
focused debate on a number of fun-
damental defects in Malaysia's sys-
tem of governance.  While adherents
to the first viewpoint seek to narrow
the focus to the "irresponsibility" of a
number of international fund man-
agers and foreign investors, advo-
cates of the alternative approach seek
to widen the analysis and discussion
of the nature of the international eco-
nomic crisis.  They see the brutal cri-
sis as having exposed some major de-
fects in Malaysia's social, political and
economic structure: cronyism, nepo-
tism, corruption and similar practices
which, pursued without limit or re-
straint, risked the future of the nation
and its citizens in the politically-con-
nected corporate chieftains' greedy
rush to avail themselves of investment
capital, and thereby to pluck untold
riches, from a wildly unpredictable
and poorly understood global
economy.

Favoured by policies tailored to their
ambitions, these politically well-con-
nected corporate chieftains, through
their overseas capital borrowings,
risked the future of the country and
its citizens.  Whether their grandiose
schemes were to prosper or fail, the
cost and risk would, however, be
largely born not by themselves but but
by the citizenry  - in the form of esca-
lating charges in the case of success
or via rescue, reorganization and re-

scheduling schemes paid from the
public purse in the case of failure.
This, we have learned, is the political
economy of development in the era
of global capital markets and the pri-
vatization of state assets and public
facilities.

The principal challenge facing the
reformation movement in Malaysia
is therefore to fashion an adequate
and searching conceptual under-
standing of the multifaceted crisis - at
once economic, social and political -
now facing us.  The movement must
be wary not to be seduced by
"realpolitical" considerations into the
simplistically promoted avenues of
conventional "practical politics" with-
out first making some really serious
efforts to come to terms with the com-
plex, and in many ways still incho-
ate, social forces that are now work-
ing their way through society and
even beginning to break through and
assert themselves in our national po-
litical life.

Only by first understanding the ori-
gins, emergence and trajectory of
these new forces will the reformation
movement succeed in providing a
channel for this new political con-
sciousness and a vehicle for the new
climates of opinion which it promotes
to find effective expression.

The primary requirement for the vari-
ous organizations involved in the re-
form movement, both political par-
ties and non-government organiza-
tions, is that they must unite.  That is,
they must form a common under-
standing and provide unifying ex-
pression for the popular aspirations
which have begun to surface in Ma-
laysia since September 1998; and they
must come together on the basis of a
sincere commitment to overcome all
the defects and remedy all the impedi-

Coming to Terms
with Change

ments that have long characterized
their various political projects and
approaches - the burdensome inher-
itance of our past political history and
of old-style political outlooks that are
no longer appropriate to present
times and the current crisis now fac-
ing us all.

The experience over recent months of
our national political crisis and the
response to it of the new reform move-
ment has been instructive.  We have
witnessed the birth in Malaysian so-
ciety of a new atmosphere and con-
sciousness, a distinctive sensibility
and sense of solidarity; we have also
had highlighted for us the continu-
ing strength of certain older attitudes
and outlooks, of obsolete preconcep-
tions and prejudices, which remain
major defects still crippling and dis-
figuring our society.

Accordingly, while the desire for
change and the expression of reform-
ist sentiments are widespread, basic
anxieties grounded in a variety of sec-
tional interests and ethnic commu-
nalist attitudes still persist, exerting
through some kind of inertia their
continuing political efficacy.  This
dualism and the continuing salience
and power of those older attitudes
indicate, in my view, that, far from
being smooth and simple, the road
ahead of us is full of obstacles and
challenges.

Prof Rustam A Sani teaches in
the University of Malaya and is
one of Malaysia's foremost public
intellectuals. His father Ahmad
Boestaman played an instrumen-
tal role in Malaysia's struggle for
independence. The above article is
an extract from his keynote ad-
dress in August 1999 to the
Malaysian Social Science Associa-
tion of which he is president-elect.
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t had been a long night of
waiting for the Indonesian
troop convoy to pass. Two
of us then crossed the bor-

der into East Timor clandestinely,
through a forest of dead, petrified
trees that appeared as silhouetted
needles around which skeins of fine
white sand drifted, like mist. As the
sun rose, there stood the surreal
crosses. They were almost every-
where; great black crosses etched
against the sky, crosses on peaks,
crosses in tiers on the hillsides, crosses
beside the road, overlooking white
slabs. They littered the earth and
crowded the eye.

As we trudged through dense scrub,
we came upon them: on a riverbank,
an escarpment, commanding all be-
fore them. The inscriptions on some
were normal: those of generations
departed in proper time and se-
quence. However, the dates of these
were all prior to 1975, when proper
time and sequence ended.

The majority revealed the extinction
of whole families, wiped out in the
space of a year, a month, a day: "RIP
Mendoca, Crismina, 7.6.77 . ..
Filismina . . . 7.6.77 . . . Ada- lino . . .
7.6.77 . . . Alisa . . .7.6.77 . . . Rosa . . .
7.6.77 . . . Anita . . . 7.6.77."

I carried with me hand-drawn maps
of other, unmarked graves where
some of those murdered by Indone-
sian troops at the 1991 Santa Cruz
massacre had been buried; I had no
idea that so much of the country was
a vast grave, marked by paths that
ended abruptly, and fields inexplica-
bly bulldozed, and earth inexplicably
covered with tarmac, and villages
that are not so much human entities
as memorials.

Kraras is one of them. It is known as
the "village of the widows", because
the whole community of 287 people
was slaughtered by the Indonesians.
In a meticulous hand that carried on
from a faded typewriter ribbon, a

priest recorded the name, age, cause
of death and date and place of the kill-
ing of every victim.

In the last column, he identified the In-
donesian battalion responsible for each
murder. I have the document, which I
always find difficult to put down, as if
the blood of East Timor is fresh on its
pages. Like the ubiquitous crosses, it
records the Calvary of perhaps 40 fami-
lies, among them the dos Anjos family.

In 1987, I interviewed Arthur
("Steve") Stevenson, a former Aus-
tralian commando who had fought
the Japanese in Timor.

He told me the story of Celestino dos

REGION

We Helped Them Descend
Into Hell
As the people of East Timor face genocide at the hands of their Indonesian
oppressors, the west seems to forget how this crisis began

by John Pilger
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Anjos, whose ingenuity and courage
had saved his life, and other Austral-
ian lives, behind Japanese lines - the
kind of man to whom leaflets dropped
by the Royal Australian Air Force
were addressed, as the Australians re-
treated, leaving the Timorese to their
fate. "We shall never forget you," the
leaflets said.

In 1986, Steve Stevenson received a
letter from Celestino's son, Virgillo,
who was the same age  as his own son.
He wrote that his father had survived
the Indonesian invasion in 1975, but
he went on: "In August 1983, Indone-
sian forces entered our village,
Kraras. They looted, burned and mas-
sacred, with fighter aircraft over-
head. On 27 September 1983, they
made my father and my wife dig their
own graves and they machine-
gunned them. My wife was pregnant."
On the Kraras list, I found the name
of Cacildo dos Anjos. The priest has
recorded him as "aged 2 . . . shot". He
was Celestino's grandson, the last to
be executed.

The Kraras list is among my most val-
ued possessions. Not only is it true
evidence of genocide, it is an extraor-
dinary political document that
shames Indonesia's Faustian partners
in the western democracies.

The priest, whose name I shall not use
because he may still be there, wrote
on the final page the following appeal
to the world: "The international com-
munity continues to miss the point in
the case of  East Timor. There is only
one crime . . . To the capitalist gover-
nors of the world, Timor's petroleum
smells better than Timorese blood and
tears. It even seems as if the United
Nations itself is easing the path of the
aggressor, giving it the time and con-
ditions necessary to execute the eth-
nic and cultural genocide of the

Timorese people and, finally, declare
that East Timor is definitely inte-
grated into the Indonesian republic...
Who will take the truth to the world?"

In my experience, East Timor is the
greatest, most enduring crime of the
late 20th century. Not only do the hor-
rors committed by the Suharto dy-
nasty lay claim to this distinction -
proportionally, not even Pol Pot put
to death as many people - but no
other recent crime against humanity,
from the American devastation of
Indochina to Rwanda, offers such a
comprehensive charge sheet. "De-
scent into violence" has become the
most worked media cliche of the past
few weeks, as if a collective, almost
wilful amnesia prevents the current
crop of western politicians and com-
mentators remembering when the
descent really began, and who were
Indonesia's partners in its crime.

On 7 December 1975, when Air Force
One, carrying President Ford and his
secretary of state, Henry Kissinger,
had climbed out of Indonesian air-
space, Indonesian paratroopers
dropped on Dili, East Timor's capital,
and the bloodbath began.

"[Ford and Kissinger] came and gave
Suharto the green light," Philip
Liechty, the CIA desk officer in Ja-
karta at the time, told me. "The inva-
sion was delayed two days so they
could get the hell out. We were or-
dered to give the Indonesians every-
thing they wanted, and US arms were
shipped straight to East Timor with-
out Congress knowing. I saw all the
hard intelligence; the place was a free
fire zone . . . and all because we didn't
want some little country being neu-
tral or leftist at the UN."

There were other, more pressing rea-
sons. "With the region's richest hoard

of natural resources," wrote Richard
Nixon in 1967, "Indonesia is the great-
est prize in South-east Asia."

When Suharto came to power in the
mid-1960s, exterminating more than
half a million Indonesians in what a
CIA report called "the greatest single
mass murder of modern times",
Michael Stewart, Harold Wilson's
mild-mannered foreign secretary,
visited Jakarta and reported that the
"economic chaos of Indonesia" prom-
ised "great potential opportunities for
British exporters . . . I think we ought
to take an active part and try to se-
cure a slice of the cake ourselves".

The Americans, Japanese, Europeans,
Australians, Singaporeans, Koreans
and Thais all had the same idea.  The
petroleum referred to by the Kraras
priest comes from the Timor Sea, be-
lieved to contain the seventh-largest
oil and gas reserves on Earth. Gareth
Evans, the former Australian foreign
minister who toasted his Indonesian
counterpart in champagne as they
flew over the Timor Sea in 1989, hav-
ing signed a piratical treaty to share
the spoils below, was asked to estimate
the potential profit. "Zillions," he said.

Since then, western multinationals
have, in effect, annexed East
Timorese maritime territory.  The Brit-
ish empire was reborn in Indonesia.
Britain is the largest investor in chemi-
cals, paper, electricity and weapons.
Name a major British multinational
and you can bet it is "investing" in In-
donesia. Marks & Spencer, to
Unilever and Glaxo Wellcome, to Rio
Tinto, which has a huge holding in
the $3 billion Freeport copper-and-
gold mining operation in West Papua
- a territory virtually handed to Indo-
nesia in 1960 by the United Nations.

However, it is the British war indus-

The US Gave
The Green Light

Britain Arms The
Indonesian Military

A Most
Enduring Crime



Aliran Monthly September 1999: 19(8) Page 28

try that has provided the Jakarta
gang with its most vital prop since
1978. In that year, the then Labour
foreign secretary David Owen dis-
missed estimates of East Timorese
dead as "exaggerated" and approved
the first Hawk fighter-bombers to In-
donesia. As many as 40 Hawks, made
by British Aerospace, have since been
supplied or will be in the near future.

Then there are the Wasp helicopters,
Sea Wolf and Rapier SAM missiles,
Tribal class frigates, battlefield com-
munication systems, seabed mine dis-
posal equipment, armoured vehicles,
a fully equipped Institute of  Technol-
ogy for the Indonesian army, and
training for Indonesian officers in
Britain.

The Blair government, clearly guided
by its crusading leader's "new kind of
moral internationalism", has been the
biggest arms suppliers.

Last year, Blair's ministers approved
the sale of £6.25 billion in arms
throughout the world, most of it to
countries with appalling human
rights records. This figure was never
reached by the Tories and is surpassed
only by the United States.

The shame of East Timor's betrayal
might finally enlighten those still
smitten by the ridiculous notion that
their Labour government is an "ethi-
cal" agent. While the Indonesian mili-
tary and its death squads "cleanse"
Dili, Blair has refused to use Britain's
considerable clout.

On Tuesday, the Foreign Office min-
ister, John Battle, refused even to con-
sider economic sanctions or to freeze
arms sales. On Newsnight, his col-
league, Tony Lloyd, appeared as a
memorably unctuous apologist for
the government's complicity.

None, however, can match Robin

Cook who, in 1994, told parliament
that Hawk aircraft had been "ob-
served on bombing runs in East Timor
in most years since 1984". He then de-
nied his own words and, once in gov-
ernment, allowed his Foreign Office
underlings to lie that no Hawks were
operational in East Timor. The 1998
Human Rights Report, produced by
the Foreign Office, makes not a single
reference to arms sales, while there is
a colour photograph of Cook smiling
at Suharto, the genocidist.

Britain and the United States could
probably stop the Indonesians in their
tracks if they wanted to. At this week-
end's meeting of the Asia Pacific Eco-
nomic Conference (Apec) in New
Zealand, President Bill Clinton could
say that the £27 billion economic aid
promised to restore Indonesia's col-
lapsed economy, funds that the US
controls, would be withheld until In-
donesian troops left East Timor, tak-
ing their militia goons with them. The
precedent is South Africa.

It was only when Congress forced
Ronald Reagan to end "constructive
engagement" with the Pretoria re-
gime and forced American capital to

Applying Pressure

pull out of  South Africa that F W de
Klerk made his historic compromises.

If Blair announced an immediate
freeze on all investment, loans and
especially arms sales to Jakarta, the
rapid-firing machine-guns supplied
to the Kopassus Gestapo by British
Aerospace would not stop firing, but
the psychological and political impact
would be immense; the Indonesian
military, already unsure of itself since
the resignation of Suharto, would be-
gin to be isolated.

Without pressure from their godfa-
thers in Washington and London, the
Indonesians are telling the United
Nations and the world to go to hell;
and the UN is scuttling, which means,
in many respects, the beginning of its
demise. Public opinion in the west is a
greater force for change than most
people realise. Are we going to let the
East Timorese people, bravest of the
brave, who have defied the
genocidists and come out to vote for
democracy and freedom, fall before
our eyes? Are we really going to let
the Blairs and Battles and Lloyds and
Cooks get away with their cynicism
and complicity, applied in our
name? 
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 few days before the June
19th, Women of Burma Day,
I attended a tea party in

commemoration of both Women of
Day and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's
birthday, which auspiciously falls
on the same day. I went there with
a group and as Aliran's representa-
tive and met up with one of the
world's most celebrated dissidents.
However, I was also treated to the
fear-inspiring workings of the junta
determined to quash any "foreign"
attempt at engaging with Aung San
Suu Kyi and the party she leads.

In Burma's 1990 election, the Na-
tional League for Democracy
(NLD), the party headed by Aung
San Suu Kyi won 81% of the total
seats. However, the NLD was de-
nied from convening a government
when military rulers under the State
Law and Order Restoration Coun-
cil (SLORC), which later renamed
itself State Peace and Development
Council (SPDC) declared the elec-
tion invalid. The SLORC had over-
estimated its own strength in the
election and was not prepared to

hand over power to a popularly
elected party.

As in the past the regime continued
to silence its critics through the use
of draconian laws, arbitrary impris-
onment and intimidation. Aung
San Suu Kyi was put under house
arrest for six years while many of
her other fellow NLD members who
were the duly elected representa-
tives of the people suffered even
more gravely through incarcera-
tion, torture and even death under
prison custody.

Today, almost ten years after Bur-
ma's only first free election Aung
San Suu Kyi and the NLD continue
to struggle against innumerable
odds.

Set against this contemporary his-
tory we set foot in Rangoon to expe-
rience first hand what the land of
golden pagodas, and lungyi-clad
gentle people had in store for us.

At first sight Rangoon had all the
observable signs of "development".

REGION

Face To Face
With Aung San Suu Kyi
And The Burmese Junta
An Aliran representative encounters a dissident of unbending
courage, and the military regime determined to quash her.
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B a c k g r o u n d

R a n g o o n
At First Sight

The road leading out from the air-
port was well-paved. There were
attempts at street landscaping, there
were modern office blocks, tower-
ing hotels, fenced-up land presum-
ably for more construction, bill-
boards advertising ubiquitous
name-brands, and plenty of cars.

These new "imports" stuck out in-
congruously amid dilapidated, but
full-of-character colonial buildings,
orange-bricked, ochre-coloured, or
washed with antiquated turquoise
green paint. They were beautified
with moulded balustrades,
wrought-iron balconies and teak-
wood colonnades and windows.

But one had to look intently to un-
cover the history and charm behind
the facade of worn-out paints, fun-
gus-encrusted walls, dislodged roof
tiles, zinc sheets which covered up
gaps caused by damage, broken
windows, and  dried-out cloth or
overused furnishing all being hung
and heaped together in disarray.
Like most other Southeast Asian
cities, the entrepreneur, hand-in-
glove with the capitalist-driven
state would rather raise crass new
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monuments than restore faded
pride.

When ASEAN admitted Myanmar
(the SLORC-given name of Burma)
and called the gesture "constructive
engagement", the country got its
share of ASEAN engaging in the
construction sector of Burma. Most
of the tallest hotels (Traders and
Equatorial) were built by Singapore
entrepreneurs. In one construction
site I saw the logo "Idris Hydrau-
lic" stamped on the corrugated
fence. At the Railway station almost
all of the benches had the logo of
the Indonesian Humpuss Group
emblazoned on them. A paint
brand, "All Colour Paint" had the
word  "Singapore" underneath it.

A day before the tea party we
scouted the area where the gather-
ing was to take place. Across the
road where the building was sited,
two uniformed military policemen
stood by, presumably round-the-
clock, and presumably not guard-
ing the safety of the building but
monitoring its goings-on. On the
same road and a few yards from the
policemen was a tea stall. There
were lots of men there, presumably
among them several members of the
plainclothes Military Intelligence
Agents, Burma's equivalent of the
Special Branch. We were prepared
for a tense day ahead.

At the tea party we were greeted by
some one hundred members of the
NLD, with the 60-odd NLD women
seated inside the main hall. The
hall was cramped with long
benches and tables on which was
laid an array of Burmese tea deli-

cacies and refreshment. The women
looked like they ranged from all
ages and economic backgrounds.
We exchanged greetings and
smiles but did not get into any con-
versation because we were uncer-
tain of the proceedings. In Rangoon
there was absolutely no chance of
having a pre-communication about
the event.

In no time, without a fuss, Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi was in the hall. I
only noticed her presence when a
voice was heard remarking, "You
must be the only courageous male
to have come", as she referred to the
only man in our group. With a
broadly smiling face and dressed
in a dark green lungyi, an apple
green blouse and fresh white gar-
denias around her tied-back hair,
Daw Suu Kyi greeted us with a
most affable disposition, devoid of
pomp and ceremony.

As in the countless photographs of
her, she was a picture of under-
stated but regal elegance, and of
delicateness that belied an unbend-
ing courage. Here was the woman
who had spoken in thousands of
public rallies during the 1988-89
run-up to the election, who had en-
dured imprisonment and vilifica-
tion, who went on a hunger strike,
who walked past a firing squad,
who wrote intellectual discourses,
who sacrificed a normal family life,
and who lost a husband without
being able to be near him during
his last moments.

When I set eyes upon Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi on that day I thought
about how she was managing to
carry all those tribulations upon her

shoulders with stupendous grace.

As we were seated away from the
centre table in the hall, she imme-
diately beckoned us to congregate
around the tiny table as a way of
getting to know each other. She said
that we were supposed to mingle
with the other women beforehand,
but apologised that the NLD
women were too shy to speak on a
one-to-one basis.

We introduced ourselves and spoke
about our organi-sations. She was
aware of the political situation in
Malaysia and I said that the Aliran
Monthly was one of the few publi-
cations still allowed in the country
that spoke with an alternative voice.

She then said that in Burma serial
publications had to get a permit
which had to be renewed every six
months. I said that we were better -
our permits lasts six months longer.
She concluded that our two coun-
tries share government policies
which are not necessarily to our lik-
ing.

The conversation went on for about
two hours. We spoke about many
issues, from ASEAN's constructive
engagement to the problems of refu-
gee women (see boxed story for
snippets of the questions and an-
swers). Daw Suu Kyi made sure
that most of the questions would
also be posed to all the other
women. She translated our ques-
tions into Burmese and translated
their responses back into English
for us.

We were impressed by the partici-
patory nature of the meeting and

The Tea Party
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could see that Daw Suu Kyi meant
every word when she said that even
though there is no democracy out-
side, within the NLD they practise
true democracy. Halfway through
the conversation there was a black-
out in the room. Daw Suu Kyi con-
tinued to speak uninterruptedly
and coolly assured us that, "This
happens all the time. We have a
generator."

As the tea party came to an end
we realised that we did not have
the chance and time enough to
mingle informally with the other
women in the room. However, the
last few minutes of the encounter
attested to an inexplicable bond
that had been developed. There
was none of the shyness that Daw
Suu Kyi had spoken of in the be-
ginning. We unabashedly ex-
changed hugs, whatever small
souveneirs that could be dug out
from our bags, photos and a soli-
darity that traversed language
and cultural barriers. We hur-
riedly said our goodbyes as there
was a plane to catch and some
dodging to be done.

Outside of the hall the scene was
frenzied. There were dozens of men
waiting. One was photographing
each one of us as we emerged from
the door. As we hopped on to a taxi,
two men in a motorcycle followed
closely from behind. Even zig-
zagging down the busy street failed
to foil our pursuers; they relent-
lessly followed our second taxi all
the way to the hotel.

As we entered the hotel lobby the

pillion rider stormed in from be-
hind and started following us up
the stairs to get into our rooms.
The hotel employees could only
watch knowingly, but uncom-
plainingly.

Fortunately, his subterfuge was
clumsily executed. As we stopped
halfway up the stairs he too was
forced to stop and turn back. By
then it was obvious that we were
already leaving for the airport with
our luggage. The pursuers looked
relieved. All they had to do was to
relay the message to their counter-
parts at the airport and their job was
done for the day.

At the airport our luggage was
thoroughly ransacked. No ques-
tions were asked or explanations
offered. Daw Suu Kyi's words
about how a regime clings on to
power, "simply by instilling fear"
kept playing inside my mind.  I
remembered how one of the
women at the tea party joked
about their daily experience at
being  persecuted, "Late at night
when we hear dogs barking we
have to be wary that dogs are com-
ing." Why are the metaphors of
brutality so similar in every coun-
try?

The phalanx of people, ranging
from customs officials' of every
rank, to plainclothes men with hand
phones tucked at the waist of their
lungyis took what they wanted
from the searched baggage. For
those 45 minutes or so, it was de
rigueur to calmly accept the viola-
tion of our human rights. All done,
we made a breathless beeline to
freer pastures as the plane, already

delayed for take-off by fifteen min-
utes would unlikely wait for much
longer.

Were some of us reckless in our
deeds and miscalculations in not
being able to adroitly evade the
forces of the junta? Was the decision
to come to Rangoon sagacious
enough to count for some future
use? Would those two hours spent
in "small talk" in the company of
an imperiled Nobel laureate and
some fifty women who would be
picking up the pieces of our visit by
being subjected to more perse-
cutions, make any difference to the
future of Burma?

We will never know; but can only
draw political sustenance from the
words of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
herself in her 1990 acceptance
speech of the Sakharov Prize for
Freedom of Thought:

A most insidious form of fear is that
which masquerades as common sense or
even wisdom, condemning as foolish,
reckless, insignificant or futile the small,
daily acts of courage which help to
preserve man's self-respect and inher-
ent human dignity.

I will continue to hope that our visit
was not in vain and believe in Daw
Suu Kyi's optimism that, "the winds
of change are everywhere."

Running From
the Junta

A f t e r t h o u g h t s
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I refer to a report in the Business Times of
25 June 1999 titled "NUTP told to re-
turn funds". The refund refers to de-
ductions made by the NUTP through
ANGKASA, the National Cooperative
Association, by falsely giving this
agency the impression that the union
had properly set up two funds.

I must say syabas to the Trade Unions
Department for having taken an un-
popular decision. It must have been dif-
ficult for the department since the
NUTP is no ordinary union. It is not only
the biggest union today, but also one
proclaimed to be a model union by the
same department just about five years
ago, i.e. before Siva Subramaniam took
over its helm. However, the Director
General's (DG) view of the affair leaves
much to be desired.

The DG is of the view that no wrong is

done by the NUTP unless the money
thus collected for the Development
Fund (which he has confirmed to be il-
legal, hence the directive to refund the
deductions), is improperly used.

This is absurd to say the least. If the de-
duction was illegal because such a fund
had not been registered by the DG,
there can be no question of proper or
improper use of the funds. This only
arises when the collection in the first
place is legal. Hence, to start with, the
Development Fund is illegal.

To get round the problem, the DG had
advised the NUTP that members could,
however, make "voluntary" contribu-
tions to the Fund. What this means is
that he is asking the NUTP to ask its
members to consider the illegal deduc-
tions as "donation". The NUTP will
therefore have to issue a circular to its
members asking those who are unhappy
with the "deduction" to ask for a refund.
If they fail to do this the union will then
take it that the members are "donating"

the money to it.

Consider this scenario: if I steal RM10
from your pocket, and if the theft is dis-
covered by you and reported to the po-
lice, would it be right for the police to
advise me that I could legitimize the
theft by telling you that if you were not
happy with the theft you could ask back
for the money, and if you do not do so I
could consider it a donation from you
and keep the RM10. Further more, un-
der this arrangement, I would have
committed no offence and therefore
shall not be answerable for the theft in
the first place. It would only become a
wrong if I misuse the RM10!

Unions can have funds for various pur-
poses, but before a fund can exist, it has
to be set up according to the law. This
means a secret ballot of all the members
must be conducted and By-laws of the
fund must first be approved by the
membership and then by the DG. The
fund must then be registered in the Reg-
ister of Trade Unions kept by the DG
before any money can be collected for
it. There is no other way for a union to
set up a fund, for there have to be set
procedures for the use and audit of
money collected for a purpose such as
"development".

With 100,000 members and at RM10 per
member, the NUTP would have col-
lected RM1 million. Can the DG convinc-
ingly state why there is no need for his
approval for the setting up of such a
fund?  Of course, once a fund is legally
set up, members can make voluntary
contributions of any sum.  The crucial
fact that the DG is "overlooking" is that
the NUTP's development fund is ille-
gal.  How can there be contributions
(compulsory or voluntary) to an illegal
fund?

Sad to say, the DG's ruling as enunci-
ated above is setting a very dangerous
precedent for the trade union move-
ment in the country.  He is telling hun-
dreds of unions that it is all right to start
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Furore Over Illegal
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a fund without complying with the law
and to make deductions from their
members' salaries illegally through
fraudulent representation to agencies
such as ANG-KASA.  And if any mem-
ber discovers the fraud and complains
about it, the leaders of these organisa-
tions need not fear prosecution by the
Trade Unions Department as the ille-
gal deductions could be turned into "do-
nations".

Thus the DG's advise and hints to the
NUTP on how to circumvent the law is
a matter of grave concern. It is very
much against public policy.  It is under-
standable that it would be embarrass-
ing for the DG to prosecute a union he
had declared a "model union" only five
years ago.  But has he considered the
point that if the model union had taken
advantage of its "model" status to flout
the law, safe in the knowledge that the
DG has tied his own hands behind his
back by bestowing that status, then it is
time to withdraw that status?

By disregarding the Trade Unions Act
1959 and its own constitution, has not
the NUTP brought disrepute to the DG
and to the trade union movement as a
whole?  If one's right arm is affected by
cancer, and it does not respond to treat-
ment, should one sacrifice the arm or
try to hide the fact of the cancer and let
the whole body die?

Lastly, if I may respectfully say, if the
DG is seen to be trying to save the NUTP
and its officers from answering for their
wrongdoings, he could himself be run-
ning foul of the law.

Ravinder Singh
Sungai Petani

A study of the Malayan Historical Journal
reveals that thousands of South Indians
emigrated from the then Madras Presi-
dency to Malaya under the Indian in-

dentured scheme as from 1907.  This
influx of labour had actually taken place
after the promulgation of an Ordinance
known as "The Tamil Immigration Fund
Ordinance 1907".  However, in order to
regulate and control Immigrant labour,
a Committee known as, "The Indian Im-
migration Committee" was constituted.

The Committee after several meetings
and deliberations found that there was
an increasing demand for labour locally.
Hence, it was decided that in order to
stimulate emigration from India and
attract labourers to these parts from Ma-
dras Presidency, a comprehensive
scheme needed to be established. Con-
sequently, new legislation known as the
"Labour Code 1912" was introduced.
This new Labour law not only consoli-
dated many small Enactments but also
paved the way for the emergence of a
fund known as "The Indian Immigra-
tion Fund" thus making the earlier Fund
namely "The Tamil Immigration Fund"
obsolete.

The Indian Immigration Fund was in-
troduced for:

a. Free passages for South Indian la-
bourers to the FMS (Federated
Malay States), Johor, Kedah, Perlis
and Kelantan.

b. Expenses in recruiting.
c. Maintenance of homes for decrepit

Indian labourers.
d. Quarantine and other expenses in-

curred in the running of the Fund.
e. Maintenance of one depot at Avadi

in Madras and one each at
Nagapatnam and Penang.

The three depots served as clearing
houses for recruits who were in tran-
sit to and from India. An officer
known as Emigration Commissioner
was also appointed and posted to
Avadi in Madras to oversee and moni-
tor the movement of emigrant labour
from India. Officers of the Labour
Department at Penang manned the
one at Penang.

To build up the Fund, the Immigration
Committee decided that all the employ-
ers of Tamil labour irrespective of
whether they imported labour or oth-
erwise ought to be taxed, preferably by
a compulsory "poll-tax".  This decision
was unanimously agreed to by all the
employers in the Plantation Industry in
Malaya.

The life span of the Indian Immigration
Fund too was short-lived because the
authorities concerned realised that the
creation of the Fund was actually in-
tended to cover labourers who emi-
grated from the Madras Presidenc;y
only.  Since Madras Presidency con-
sisted of four South Indian States
namely Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu, in all fairness
recruits from these States only could
enjoy the benefits from the fund.  Con-
trary to expectation, a dispute arose
when some agents at an estate near
Kuala Lumpur appealed for reimburse-
ment of some claims on behalf of some
Ooriyas from Orissa, who were trans-
ported from the Bahau District of
Negeri Sembilan, and a few Punjabis
from Punjab, India.  The appeal was re-
jected on the grounds that they were
not natives of Madras Presidency.  The
problem arising from the claims led to
further change in the name of the fund
to "The South Indian Labour Fund" as it
stands now. The change was made to
avoid disputes, if any.

When Malaya achieved independence
on 31 August 1957, there remained a
sum of $10 million to the credit of the
South Indian Labour Fund. It is under-
stood that this money was shared by
Malaya and Singapore, with Malaya
getting a major share.

With the advent of independence, many
Indians who were permanently domi-
ciled in Malaya became citizens either
by naturalisation or registration as pro-
vided for under the Federal Constitu-
tion.  Hence, such persons ceased to en-
joy the benefits provided for under the

The Origins of South
Indian Labour Fund
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South Indian Labour Fund.  The Labour
Department, which operated the Fund
all along, however continued using the
Fund for the purpose it was intended.
All those labourers whose cases fell
within the ambit of the Fund were given
the benefits.  Scholarships were also
given out to children of such labourers
but the amounts sanctioned were mini-
mal.

Now that the Government has passed
the South Indian Labour Fund (Disso-
lution) Bill 1999, the Indian community
feels strongly that the money and the
property (land and building) be placed
under an independent Trusteeship to
administer the assets for the welfare
and betterment of South Indians and
their descendants only.  To dispel all
sorts of unpleasant rumours and also to
remove any discontentment, this is con-
sidered to be the best solution.

R P Ramulu
Ex-Deputy President

Telugu Association of Malaysia

Samy Vellu must go. That's the call by
several Indian-based NGOs and Indian
Malaysian professionals who are now
gearing up for the disposal of Samy
Vellu.

Samy who was once regarded the right
leader to uplift the status of the Indian
community was an instant success when
he took over the helm as he instilled fear
among MIC leaders and members and
turned the MIC into a disciplined lot but
it should have ended there.  The MIC
should have got rid of Samy Vellu once
his work was over.

He should have gone after that but
he continued and along with MIC
stalwarts he convinced a sizeable In-
dian community in Malaysia to part
with their money and raised 100 mil-
lion ringgit by promising so to speak,
heaven to the Indians.  He was al-
lowed to continue and became arro-

gant by the day, becoming richer
while forgetting his promise.  He
went further to get rid of anyone in
the party who dared to question him
or his leadership.  Thus fell
Govindaraju, Pandithan, S
Subramaniam, K Pathmanaban and so
on.  It's because of Samy Vellu's arro-
gance and behaviour that we now
have IPF, DMIP (until recently) and
PPP. Samy went further to remove all
elected positions and apparently de-
stroyed the rights of members by
amending the MIC constitution to his
advantage.  Today MIC is Samy and
Samy owns MIC.

You want party and public positions,
serve Samy Vellu not the community,
so goes the saying.

Indians are today walking with their
heads down with up to 40 per cent of
crimes committed by Indians.  Samy is
coming up with new gimmicks like say-
ing that the MIC will reduce the crime
rate, introduce monthly wages for es-
tate workers and set up a medical col-
lege; etc.  Samy must have forgotten
about the infamous Telekoms share
scandal.

The call by the Indian professional
group is timely as many feel the need
for a new party leadership for the In-
dian community. Samy Vellu himself at
many a time mentioned the need for
new leaders and he should set the ex-
ample by getting rid of himself as most
Indians are fed up of him.

If some Indians are successful, it's be-
cause of the huge sacrifice made by their
parents or their own efforts; so, Samy,
stop giving yourself credit for what you
don't deserve.

Malaysians unite and get rid of Samy in
the next elections and save the Indian
community.  Malaysians Boleh.

Sangili Karuppan
Johor Baru

Being a renal failure patient at the
NEFRO Department along with 200
others on a waiting list, I felt very much
relieved when I heard your speech over
Nadasuara on television where you
voiced concern about the sick and suf-
fering.

I fully agree that privatisation and
corporatisation of the medical services
denies basic medical care for the poor
who are sick and suffering and who
most need the services of government
hospitals.

When my suffering was diagnosed as
renal failure, which needs dialysis, the
hospital doctors urged me to get ready
RM800 a month.

My hypertension and diabetes at the
age of 55 makes it difficult for me to find
a job.  For the past five years, my wife
and I have depended on our two daugh-
ters, whose incomes are small.

I was really shocked and my blood pres-
sure immediately rose up upon hearing
about the RM800 a month I had to pay
in order to live.

The doctors also told me that, even with
that amount, I still have to wait along
with 200 other patients on the waiting
list.  Sadly, the doctors also mentioned
to me that someone has to die first for a
place to be vacated for another patient
to receive dialysis treatment.

The Malaysian Medical Association
(MMA), being the guardian of the medi-
cal profession, should look into this mat-
ter and provide the sick and suffering
some peace of mind by resolving this
huge financial burden.

Rajandren Govindasamy
NEFRO Reg No: 9994

General Hospital Kuala Lumpur

Samy Vellu Must Go

A letter to the
President of the MMA,

Dr P Krishnan
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Aliran supports the Senators Club of
Malaysia's call to Hamzah Mat Zain
to resign as a senator following his de-
fection to Parti Keadilan Nasional on
12 June. That is the only moral posi-
tion to take.

We agree with the rational behind the
call made by the Club's secretary-
general, Senator Rosli Mat Hasan,
who reportedly said: "He was ap-
pointed a senator for his contribution
to UMNO and if he has not stepped
down, I suggest that he do (sic) so as
he no longer represented the party."

But, in his selective expressions of
moral outrage, Rosli sounds hollow
and hypocritical. His credibility
would have been enhanced and his
case would have been strengthened
had he consistently upheld the prin-
ciple that defectors should give up
their seats and privileges that were
secured by virtue of their membership
in their former parties.

When a PBS MP defected to the PDS
recently, Rosli should have con-
demned and demanded that the MP
resign from his seat. When Abdul

Malek Chua and Ulin Pamiang de-
fected to UMNO recently, Rosli
should have been in the forefront
campaigning for them to vacate their
seats. All three of them were elected
on PBS tickets by voters who had sup-
ported the PBS manifesto.

But he didn't. His outrage is not the
expression of revulsion that a grave
wrong had been done or a sacred so-
cial contract between the elected rep-
resentative and his electorate has
been violated. It only reflects selfish
party interests.

He doesn't seem to realise that what
is sauce for the goose is certainly sauce
for the gander as well.

He doesn't seem to be aware that these
immoral defections are spawned by
the Barisan itself. If the Barisan
refuses to accept traitors, then the trai-
torous elements in our society can be
eliminated. It is as simple as that.

If Rosli's abhorrence is genuine or
moral, then we challenge him to pub-
licly call upon the Barisan to introduce
anti-party hopping legislation to out-
law such despicable conduct.

P Ramakrishnan
4 July 19994 July 19994 July 19994 July 19994 July 1999

Aliran regrets to announce the can-
cellation of its forum: Ke ArahKe ArahKe ArahKe ArahKe Arah
Demokrasi/Towards DemocracyDemokrasi/Towards DemocracyDemokrasi/Towards DemocracyDemokrasi/Towards DemocracyDemokrasi/Towards Democracy
that was originally scheduled for 10
July 1999 at the Kompleks Masyara-
kat Penyayang. This would have been
the first of two Aliran forums on the
same topic with the opposition hav-
ing their say in July, and the BN par-
ties being given their chance in Au-
gust.

Unfortunately neither can now be
held.

Our application to use the Kompleks
Masyarakat Penyayang (Caring So-
ciety Complex), specially dedicated
for the use of NGOs to build a caring
society, was rejected by the Pejabat
Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Pulau
Pinang (Penang State Secretariat).
This was communicated to us in a let-
ter dated 28 June 1999, which we re-
ceived on 29 June.  No reason for the
rejection was offered.

The following day, 30 June, we re-
ceived a letter from the Pejabat Ketua
Polis Daerah, Ibupejabat Polis Daerah
Timor Laut, Pulau Pinang (District
Police Chief's Office, North East Dis-
trict Headquarters, Penang), dated 29
June rejecting our application for a
police permit on the grounds that we
had failed in our application to rent
the Dewan Kompleks Masyarakat
Penyayang.

Clearly the police had been in touch
with Pejabat Setiausaha Kerajaan
Negeri directly. For the letter from the
Pejabat Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri
was not even carbon-copied (c.c.) to
them.

Shame on the Pejabat Setiaushaa
Kerajaan Negeri for not allowing a
discussion on democracy to take place
in the very complex dedicated to-

P a r t y - H o p p i n g :
Selective Moral

O u t r a g e ?

Why Is It So Difficult
to Organise a Forum
About Democracy?

A record of A record of A record of A record of A record of Aliran'sAliran'sAliran'sAliran'sAliran's stand on current affairs. stand on current affairs. stand on current affairs. stand on current affairs. stand on current affairs.
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wards creating a caring Malaysian
society.

Our attempts to source an alterna-
tive site to hold the forum also
proved futile for two reasons: FirstFirstFirstFirstFirst,
several organisation which owned
suitable premises refused to allow
us to make a booking until we could
produce a police permit. As is well
known, the police do not grant a
permit until the eleventh hour,
making it very difficult for us to
publicise the event. The catch here
is that the police, will not approve
the application if the venue has not
been secured (as their letter of re-
jection to us mentioned above
clearly indicates).

SecondSecondSecondSecondSecond, there were a few organisa-
tions that were prepared to confirm
our booking on the condition that
we pay the full rental OR a hefty
deposit (which is non-refundable if
the police permit is refused). For a
small financially weak organisation
like Aliran, this would have been
too high a price to pay, literally. We
would have wanted to collect do-
nations from those present at the
forum to offset expenses involved
(rental of hall, cost of posters and
pamphlets, honorarium for speak-
ers to cover transport and accom-
modation).

Our recent experience in this effort to
organise a forum on Democracy high-
lights a problem that opposition par-
ties and groups perceived to be criti-
cal of government have faced over
the years.  Obviously the BN govern-
ment and the authorities they control
do not appreciate discussion of de-
mocracy.  But why not?  This contin-
ues to befuddle us.

They control the major newspa-
pers, which hardly provide space
for alternative views. They already
control the electronic media, which
simply focus on the views and ac-
tivities of Dr. Mahathir and other

government leaders. They have al-
ready begun their campaigns up
and down the country - which then
get reported extensively in the mass
media.

So, why is it so difficult for a small
forum to be held within the con-
fines of a small hall, in a corner of
Penang, on a Saturday night when
most Malaysians usually have
other things to do? Is it because the
BN has been in power so long that
its notion of democracy has become
very simplistic: democracy only
means going through the motions
of holding elections once in every
four or five years, with very little
or no regard to popular participa-
tion and public input.

It is the fundamental right of citizens
to meet and discuss issues that affect
the country. This is the very essense
of a democracy. Can we call ourselves
a caring, democratic society when
citizens are denied something so ba-
sic: the right to peacefully assemble,
articulate, and discuss their con-
cerns?

Dr. Francis Loh
Hon Secretary

6 July 1999

The National Human Rights Com-
mission Bill is to be tabled in the
Dewan Rakyat next week and yet the
country at large remains in the dark
as to the provisions of the Bill.

There has been no public discussion
of the issues nor has there been a con-
scious effort on the part of the gov-
ernment to seek views from sources
outside the government or to encour-
age input from interested parties.

Isn't the right to know and to be in-
formed part of human rights? Isn't the
right to freedom of expression - to dis-

cuss, to debate, to disagree - a basic
right?

Isn't it absurd that while we are try-
ing to establish a human rights com-
mission ostensibly to ensure and pro-
tect the rights of citizens, we are at
the same time telling the people that
they have no right to know the con-
tents of the Bill?

Concerned Malaysians are anxious to
know whether the rights of women
have been adequately addressed,
whether the rights of the disabled
have been sufficiently protected,
whether the rights of the marginalised
communities have been sincerely
looked into. They have a right to know
how those who violate and abuse the
civil and political liberties of citizens
will be punished.

How will the commissioners be se-
lected? Will members of political par-
ties and NGOs be represented? How
independent will they be? Will they
have full powers to investigate and
prosecute human rights violaters?
These and a   a host of other questions
are begging for answers.

But the Barisan Nasional is not both-
ered about public participation and
remains indifferent. The unfortunate
trait of the Barisan, with its over-
whelming mandate, is to ignore the
people's views. It pretends to be the
repository of all wisdom and treats
voters as though they don't count.

If the Barisan continues to display
its arrogance and dismisses public
opinion as of no consequence, it
forfeits its right to continue to re-
main in power. It is time for it to
move aside and make way for
democratic forces who respect hu-
man rights and cherish public par-
ticipation to replace it.

P Ramakrishnan
President

8 July 19998 July 19998 July 19998 July 19998 July 1999

Human Rights:
Why the Secrecy?
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Aliran views with deep concern
deputy minister Ibrahim Ali's recent
allegation that certain senior UMNO
members, including Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad, have been put
on a so-called "death list" making its
rounds in the country.

This is the second such death threat
we are hearing about. What was the
outcome of the investigations into the
first threat?

We call on the authorities to deter-
mine the veracity of the latest threat,
which has been linked to foreign pow-
ers. It is important that allegations are
backed up with facts and evidence. If
need be, the government should set
up a commission of inquiry.

An independent probe would dispel
suspicion among Malaysians that the
"death list" was publicised to cast as-
persions upon the Opposition and to
alienate it from the public in the run-
up to the general election. The inquiry
should focus on the source of the
10,000 tapes and leaflets said to be in
circulation. It is unlikely that cash-
strapped opposition parties would
have the resources to finance such an
operation.

Right thinking and peace-loving
Malaysians must categorically de-
nounce any attempt to violently dis-
place political leaders, be they from
the ruling coalition or the opposition
parties. That said, the country's sta-
bility and security would be best se-
cured if we have an accountable and
transparent government administra-
tion under which the people would
have ample space to express their
opinions democratically through fo-
rums and debates, and over the mass
media.

Aliran Executive Committee
16 July 199916 July 199916 July 199916 July 199916 July 1999

Death Threat and
D e m o c r a c y

In New York, in response to ques-
tions from the press yesterday, in
relation to Dato Seri Anwar
Ibrahim, Prime Minister, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad,
said,

"He was my very good friend,
my heir apparent.  I had placed
a lot of expectations on him un-
til I discovered he is a homo-
sexual who has actually pre-
tended to be a very religious
person in order to gain credibil-
ity. I never thought he would
be like that."

Clearly,  Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has committed con-
tempt of court. Whether Dato Seri
Anwar Ibrahim is a homosexual
or not, is the issue before the High
Court, Kuala Lumpur which only
that court can determine.  The
trial is still in progress.  Asserting
something which the court has
yet to determine, is contemptu-
ous. To do so at a high profile in-
ternational press conference,
compounds the contempt. As
Prime Minister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad, should be
more responsible.  He has no right
to usurp the powers of a court of
law. The judiciary should be left
free to make decisions without
being influenced by any prejudg-
ment by the Prime Minister on
whose advice judges are ap-
pointed by the King.

To my mind, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad is guilty of
serious contempt of court.  His
position should make no differ-
ence to the Attorney-General,
Tan Sri Mohtar Abdullah, taking
the necessary action.  The Attor-
ney-General should not be cowed
by the Prime Minister.  It is his
duty to act, and act swiftly, I call
upon the Attorney-General to
commence contempt of court
proceedings against Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad forth-
with.  The Attorney-General has
ordered a police investigation
against Dr Chandra Muzaffar,
deputy president of Keadilan for
alleged contempt of court. A
statement was recorded from Dr
Chandra last week.  There should
be no discrimination in the mat-
ter.  The Attorney-General should
direct a police report be lodged by
a police officer in relation to the
words uttered by the Prime Min-
ister as reported at page 3 of the
Star today under the heading,
"PM: Malaysians fed up with
demos" and follow up with an in-
vestigation with a view to charg-
ing Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad for contempt of court.
The Attorney-General should act
without fear from any quarter.

Karpal Singh
Member of Parliament

Malaysia
29 September 1999

Prime Minister
In Contempt Of Court

The Attorney General Should Act Without Fear From Any Quarter
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Let's give him the maximum benefit
of our doubt.  Let's accept in good
faith that he was not able to unravel
the mystery of the assailant - in spite
of his best efforts, despite every au-
thority and facility at his disposal.

But then, when the IGP finally owned
up that he was the villain who threw
those cowardly lethal blows, what did
the Home Minister do? He did not
accept moral responsibility and resign
honourably. Apparently such noble
course of action is not in our culture!

Did he call up all those who were
privy to this information but lied
through their teeth?  Did he insti-
tute disciplinary action against
those who withheld information
and frustrated the due process of
the law?  Should such irresponsible
and unworthy personnel who
brought shame to the entire police
force and disgraced their uniform
be allowed to remain in service?
Should these unsavoury characters
be permitted to keep their rank?

Why are these unexemplary charac-
ters being sheltered and protected and
not prosecuted?

Dr Mahathir must come out clean
and tell the nation what did he do to
arrive at the truth of the assault?

He must clarify to the nation as to
when he found out the identity of the
assailant.

He owes an explanation why no dis-
ciplinary action was taken against
those who aided and abetted in cov-
ering up a lie.

Is it in our culture not to tell the truth?

P Ramakrishnan
President

21 September 199921 September 199921 September 199921 September 199921 September 1999
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he Editorial Board of
Aliran Monthly apolo-
gises to all its sub-

scribers and readers for the de-
lay in getting out the September
issue of the AM.  The fact of the
matter is that this issue was
ready for publication almost a
month ago, about the time it was
first announced in Court that
Anwar had allegedly been poi-
soned.

However, we were unable to
find a printer in Penang pre-
pared to print the AM.

Indeed, if you look at the previ-
ous issues of the AM you will dis-
cover that we have had to use
four different printers over the
past seven months.

It is well known among the
printing circles in Penang that
Aliran is an excellent paymas-
ter.  In contrast to many others,
we pay our printers promptly,
usually within one month.  And
since we publish eleven issues a
year, the annual contract with
Aliran is worth more than
RM100,000.  The economic
slowdown has not affected this
business.  Yet many are reluc-
tant to do business with us.  Why?

Simply put, our printers, one af-
ter another, were pressured to
stop printing the AM.  More than
that, other Penang printers
whom we approached also in-

formed us that they had been
contacted by "certain people" not
to print the AM.

Unfortunately none of our four
previous printers nor the other
printers who reluctantly rejected
our business are prepared to go
on record on the matter. They
fear even more pressure and feel
that their businesses will be af-
fected.

We are very grateful to the hun-
dreds of our anxious readers who
have been ringing us daily to
enquire about the September is-
sue of the AM.  We appeal to you
to bear with us - the problem is
simply beyond us.

It doesn't make any sense giving
us the permit to publish when the
printers are apparently put in
fear of losing their licences
should they undertake to print
the AM .  But then, this is the sta-
tus of our democracy - a hypo-
critical notion of being demo-
cratic.

This is why the Printing Presses
and Publications Act must go.  It
discourages honest reporting, it
prevents investigative journal-
ism, it stifles dissent, it retards
the growth of a free and just soci-
ety.

The Executive Committee
Aliran

9-10-1999

We Apologise

TTTTT
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t is one year today since the
infamous assault on
Anwar.  It took place within
the sanctity of Bukit Aman

on 20 September 1998.  Bukit Aman
is no ordinary place.  It is the most sen-
sitive nerve centre which controls and
monitors the security of the nation.
Nothing that is significant happens
any where in the country without
Bukit Aman knowing it first.

Yet a terrible violence took place
within the walls of Bukit Aman.  It al-
most claimed a life.

Two committees set up by the police,
one after the other, drew a blank.
Amazingly, nobody seemed to know
who perpetrated this violence on a
helpless, handcuffed and blind-
folded Anwar that night.

The first committee, after much foot-
dragging, submitted a report to the
AG who announced that the police
was responsible for the assault but
was unable to pinpoint the culprit.  It
was a silly announcement.  It doesn't
need an investigation committee or
four months to arrrive at this conclu-
sion.  Any layman would have told
the AG that it must have been the
work of the police.  If it was not the
police, who else would have been re-
sponsible?  Does anybody else have
easy access to this police sanctum?

While the seriously injured Anwar
was writhing in pain and agony with-
out any medical attention, the Inspec-

tor General of Police assured an an-
xious nation that Anwar was safe and
sound.  That was a damnable lie.

When Anwar appeared in court on
29 September 1998 nursing a blue-
black eye, Dr Mahathir even had the
temerity to say that the injury could
have been self-inflicted.  The politi-
cian in Dr Mahathir took over.  The
meticulous medical assessment re-
quired for a qualified opinion was sac-
rificed for political expediency.  That
was a wicked act.

Let us assume that Dr Mahathir in-
deed did not know of the assault on
20 September. Let us dismiss any
speculation that he ordered the as-
sault.  There is no evidence to support
this speculation.  But it is an irrefuta-
ble fact that he knew of the assault,
like any of us, on 29 September.

Did he try to establish who was re-
sponsible for this criminal conduct?
Wouldn't it be reasonable to expect
him as Prime Minister and Home
Minister to ask the IGP about Anwar's
injuries?  As a responsible person, he
must have.  And what was the IGP's
reply?

Could the IGP have dared to say that
he did not know?  Assuming that was
what he had said, would Dr Mahathir
have been satisfied with that silly an-
swer?  Wouldn't he have ordered the
IGP to find out immediately and re-
port to him within 24 hours?  And
would anybody have defied that or-

der?

If Dr Mahathir claims that his instruc-
tions did not expose the culprit, then
he must be the biggest laughing-stock
in the country.  Is it possible to with-
hold this information not only from
the Home Minister but also from the
Prime Minister as well?  Is it believ-
able?

In the event the IGP was indeed un-
able to throw any light, wouldn't the
Home Minister have summoned
whosover was in the vicinity of
Anwar's lock-up for questioning?  Af-
ter all, there wasn't a whole regiment
present - only a few selected and
trusted personnel would have been
around.  Did he haul them up?  If not,
why not?

Didn't he call up several people for
questioning before coming to the con-
clusion that Anwar was lacking in
character and morality to succeed
him?  He claimed that he had to be
satisfied fully before deciding.  The
medical doctor in the polititican in-
sisted on this for evidence is neces-
sary.

Is it possible for such a man not to be
thorough in wanting to find out?  A
person like Dr Mahathir is expected
to get to the root of the problem.  He is
not someone who will throw up his
hands in defeat.

ACCOUNTABILITY

When Did Mahathir Know
Of  Anwar ’s  Assaul t?
He must clarify to the nation as to when he
found out the identity of the assailant.
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