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POVERTY 

Can a Penanglte justi
fiably feel proud that 
his state has achieved 
the highest growth 
rates in the country, 
when he is cruelly 
trapped in the dutches 
of squalid poverty? 
What does it matter to 
her when all around 
her settlement one wit
nesses tremendous de
velopment, when she is 
without piped water? 
How can he be over
joyed by the beautifi-
cation proarammes 
that bave broogbt 
abc;at faacy ·pave
ments and coloured 
Jfght.. when be bas tO 
dweiJ.in a hell-hole 
with filth underneath 
bJs feet? ANIL 

'ITO Dies thU story 
about the sad fate 
of the residents of 
Kalbpmlg !Jtafti! 

D t's hard to imagine that 
the busy, congested 
Mak Mandin area in 

Butterworth was once an idyllic 
coconut plantation around 
swampy land. When the authori
ties cleared the land in the 1960s 
to make way for factories, many 
of the residents in the area moved 
to Kampung Baru, where they 

HOPELESS 

have remained ever since- wait
ing and still waiting for proper 
housing. 

Kampung Baru literally means 
"new village" in Malay. But 
there's nothing new about the 
problems facing this hidden 
settlement which sits just next to 
the booming Mak Man din Indus
trial Estate in Butterworth, one 
of Malaysia's oldest industrial 
zones. Poverty, illiteracy, poor 
sanitation, floods, drug abuse, al
coholism and domestic violence 
have joined forces to curse this 
area for almost a generation. 

Within Kampung Baru lies a vir
tual hell-hole- a crowded shanty 
squatter settlement built on pri
vate land. Here, even the postman 
stays away because the homes do 
not bear proper addresses. 

One of the first things to strike 
the visitor to the settlement is the 
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LIVES 
A tale of poverty and 
despair amidst rapid 
industrial development 

absence of proper drainage. 
When it rains, dirty muddy water 
overflows from the rubbish
clogged trenches and invades sev
eral unfortunate homes. Pushpa, 
for instance, has to wade through 
ankle-deep effluent inside her 
house during and after a heavy 
downpour. When her kitchen is 
flooded, she finds it impossible 
to boil water to prepare milk for 
her crying children. 

The rain comes and goes; but dirty 
stagnant water remains thro
ughout the year under the floor
boards of some houses built on 
short stilts - the perfect breeding 
ground for mosquitoes. 

Even more intimidating than the 
puny mosquitoes are the huge 
rats. These bold rodents, the size 
of cats, roam freely around the 
settlement, terrorising and even, 
more audaciously, biting the 
village children at night. One 



particularly vicious fella sank its 
teeth into the toes of A poi, II, 
while the boy was sleeping. 

Other stray animals such as 
cows, dogs, cats, goats, sheep and 
even snakes feed on the rubbish 
dumped indiscriminately around 
the place. Amidst these animals, 
in the narrow spaces between 
wooden zinc-roofed houses, 
village children like Bistaman, 
9, and his friends, happily play 
their simple games, blissfully 
unaware of the health risks they 
face. 

NO WATER 

With poor sanitation and dismal 
levels of hygiene confronting 
them, the villagers desperately 
need clean fresh water. But, 
shockingly, a reliable Penang 
Water Authority (PWA) source 
estimates that about half the set
tiers' houses lack their own piped 
water supply. All the euphoria 
over Vision 2020 and the rheto
ric about a caring society cannot 
detract from the fact that a size
able number of households in this 
country are without clean safe tap 
water. 

How do these homes in 
Kampong Baru obtain water, 
then? Simple, from the homes of 
more fortunate neighbours - in 
return for a fee . Apoi's mother, 
Sandra, a single mother who 
works in a towel factory in Mak 
Mandin receives her water 
through a hose from a 
neighbour's home. But the 
neighbour only provides water 
from 8.00 to 8.30 every night. 

It's a most unsatisfactory 
arrangement. In that half hour, 
Sandra has to fill up and store wa
ter in separate containers for her 
laundry, cooking and bathing re
quirements. 

"Yesterday I asked for water for 
one hour. So today (to compen
sate) they (the neighbours) said 
they would not give me any wa
ter," says Sandra wrily in Tamil. 
She pays her neighbour RM 15 a 
month for this daily half-hour 
supply - almost double what the 
PWA charges its customers. A 
case of the poor exploiting the 
poor? 

Why are these people without 
water? The PWA charges for 
connecting the water mains to a 
settler's house range from 
RM300 to RM 1,000 depending 

Apoi :OUCH! Here's where the rat bit me 

on how far the house is located 
away from the mains. To assist 
the poor who cannot afford these 
connection charges, the PWA 
even provides loans of up to RM 
1,000 repayable over five years -
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well within the means of the av
erage factory worker. 

So why haven't the residents ap
plied for piped water supply for 
their homes? Partly due to igno
rance, partly out of fear. Besides, 
there's a catch: to obtain a loan, 
the PWA requires two guarantors 
who must be existing PWA cus
tomers. The residents, all very 
poor, will find it difficult to find 
people willing to stand as guar
antors for them. Surely, the 
Penang State Government can 
subsidise the cost of the connec
tions which will only cost several 
thousand ringgit for the whole 
settlement. 

FEAR 

But many of the residents are ap
prehensive about giving their 
names to strangers or coming for
ward to highlight their problems 
when approached by people en
quiring about their problems. The 
reason for the wariness: Drugs. 
The settlement faces a serious 
drug menace and parents espe
cially fear for their children's 
safety. 

Villagers who know what is go
ing on dare not report these unsa
voury activities to the authorities 
fearing retaliation from the cul
prits. Indeed, drug peddlars have 
threatened several suspected in
formers in the past with physical 
violence. 

Because the peddlars themselves 
are afraid of the authorities, they 
go about their job discreetly. Of
ten, they are said to bribe chil
dren with sweets to act as unwit-



ting couriers to pass little pack
ets of drugs around. At other 
times, they are thought to bury 
the drugs at certain locations 
which are known to the psers. 
Although the police have raided 
the settlement several times in the 
past, the drug problem 
at the settlement never
theless persists. Appar
ently, the peddlars 
somehow seem to know 
when the raids are about 
to take place, 

Besides drugs, several 
settlers have resorted to 
alcohol to drown their 
sorrows and escape 

many households. Such poverty 
forces some families to borrow 
from anyone who cares to lend 
them money including vegetable 
vendors. Fights occasionally 
break out when the borrowers 
find it difficult to settle their 

Left to their own devices, the chil
dren at the settlement go without 
food for long stretches, never 
complaining, always accepting 
their lot in silence. Apoi, for in
stance, often goes to school with
out breakfast. The reality is, 

though nobody is actually 
dying of starvation in Ma
laysia, children are go
ing hungry daily under 
our very noses because of 
poverty. 

from the bitter realities What does the future hold for Bistaman (jar right) and his friends ? 

With limited financial re
sources, entertainment is 
a luxury few can afford. 
Indeed, time passes very 
slowly at the settlement 
especially during the holi
days. Because they can't of everyday life. The 

precious little money they earn 
sinks deeper and deeper into a 
bottomless pool of booze and de
spair. Such chronic alcoholism 
invariably triggers domestic vio
lence, especially violence against 
women. 

If it's not alcohol, then it's gam
bling - anything to take their 
minds away from their grim sur
roundings. Again, those lured by 
the prospect of making a fast 
buck through gambling squan
der away precious resources 
which their families desperately 
need. In a puff, their meagre earn
ings vanish into thin air. 

HUNGER 

Indeed, most of the settlers earn 
very little. By the middle of the 
month, they run short of money. 
With little resources to buy ad
equate food, hunger prevails in 

debts. 
In most households, both parents 
work full-time to free themselves 
from the clutches of abject pov
erty. But their illiteracy blocks 
them from promotion to better 
paying jobs at the factories 
nearby. Thus, they remain as 
menial general workers for the 
rest of their working lives. 

Sandra, for instance, earns an 
average of RM400 a month, in
cluding overtime pay, after 10 
years as a factory general worker. 
Her long hours at work leave her 
with little time to spend with her 
son, A poi. She used to leave A poi 
in the care of a baby-sitter but 
the unfortunate boy would often 
end up getting beaten up. Even 
relatives ill-treated him and this 
led to a slight hearing loss. Apoi's 
story is by no means an isolated 
case. 
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read or write, villagers often 
waste their time watching trashy 
videos the whole day long during 
the weekends and public holidays. 
It's a form of escapism- the only 
kind of entertainment within their 
reach. 

The only way out of illiteracy, 
probably the root cause of all the 
other social problems, lies in edu
cation. Through education, the 
village children will eventually be 
able to pull themselves out of the 
rut they are in now. But the 
schools have failed in their re
sponsibility to provide individual 
attention to those in most need. 
And the children's homes are 
hardly conducive for study either. 
Often teachers and parents regard 
these poor children as hopeless 
cases. 

They couldn't be more wrong. 
What the children lack is 



individual attention and love and 
care. In the absence of encour
agement and positive reinforce
ment, it is not surprising that they 
lack confidence and self-esteem 
-the essential ingredients for aca
demic success. All of them have 
the potential to blossom into fine 
young adults if only they could 
be given the individual attention 
they need. 

LOW-COST HOUSES? 

What else can be done for the 
residents now? Most of them 
simply want out- to escape from 
the hell-hole they are in. They are 
anxiously searching for low-cost 
houses they can afford i.e. not 
exceeding RM25,000. 
Sandra reckons that with 
her Employees Provident 
Fund savings she'll just 
about be able to afford a 
real home of her own. 
Her only other precious 
savings are locked up in 
Maika shares which can
not be sold. 

No one needs a proper 
house more desperately 
than Nuraishah, 10, and 

who is trying to obtain an appli
cation form. But the residents are 
not very optimistic that an 'out
sider' from Mak Mandin would 
succeed in getting a low-cost 
home in Permatang Pauh. 

DO SOMETHING NOW 

One of the arguments in favour 
of relentless industrialisation is 
that it invariably leads to a higher 
standard of living for the ordinary 
worker through what is com
monly known as the 'trickle 
down' effect. But Kampung 
Baru, located next to one of the 
oldest industrial zones in the 
country; serves as vivid proof 
that it doesn ' t work that way. 

They still live in squalid sur
roundings - in many cases, with
out piped water flowing into their 
delapidated homes. The only wa
ters that never fail to reach their 
homes are the predictable muddy, 
grimy flood waters which arrive 
each time it rains. 

Can't the politicians do something 
about this? At the last elections, 
many of the villagers were alleg
edly paid RM 50 each to go out 
and vote in a particular way. For 
them, RM 50 is a big deal. Little 
did they realise the implications 
of their actions.They trusted the 
politicians all these years - but so 
far they have nothing to show for 
it. The politicians: they come each 

time the elections draw --...... - near and then they disap-
pear after that. 

her family. They live in Nuraishah (far right) with family in her sardine-can home 

Of course, the Penang state 
government and the local 
govern men t-appoin ted 
councils can do something 
now to improve the living 
conditions in Kampong 
Baru, to provide more low
cost houses, instead of 
spending so much on 
'beautification' projects in 
town such as fancy pave
ments and coloured lights. a cramped single-room 

shack at the settlement, literally 
stepping on each other's toes and 
feet in the course of a day; hardly 
the ideal environment for grow
ing up. 

Low cost houses, however, are 
in critically short supply. "I heard 
they are building some in 
Permatang Pauh," said Sandra 

The poor, the disinherited set
tlers, the factory workers, remain 
poor and marginalised after 25 
years of observing tremendous 
industrial development all 
around them. Many of the sur
rounding factories have flour
ished on the sweat and labour of 
the villagers. In return, the vil
lagers have hardly benefited. 

Aliran Monthly 1995: 15(6) Page 6 

All this talk about eight per cent 
growth rates, Vision 2020 and a 
caring society is meaningless if 
we are not prepared to lift a fin
ger to end the woes of the people 

. ofKampong Baru and other simi
lar settlements in the country. We 
owe it to ourselves and the people 
of Kampong Baru. 0 



REFLECTIONS 

GOOD ONLY 
WHEN DEAD? 

"The evil that men do lives after them; 
The good is often interred with their bones; 

So let it be with Caesar. " 

Julius Caesar 
Act Ill, Sc ii 

Patto : Politician extraordinaire 

m Patto is dead. Malay
sians got to know more 
of the man after he had 

died rather than when he was 
alive. 

What was written and said about 

ford to be truthful by dispensing 
with false flattery. There is no 
need to flatter the dead because 
they are in no position to reward 
you. And there is no fear of retri
bution if you don't flatter them. 

him on his death was more than Such is death- it cannot hit back 
what Malaysians have read about 
him in our press in the last 23 
years that he was in active poli
tics. 

Death revealed the man - only 
then Malaysians came to know 
Patto as a person, without distor
tion, as he was. 

Death does not confer any privi
leges for the dead neither does it 
make any concessions on account 
of death. 

The worth . of a person is truly 
known, it is said, when he or she 
dies. It is only then one can af-

if you hold your silence in the 
event you have nothing good to 
say. Neither can death hold back 
the spontaneous response in 
wanting to articulate the exem
plary attributes of a good man. 

In the case of Patto, death could 
not deter the avalanche of acco

'lades and tributes that were gen
erously showered upon him. 

Tributes and accolades coming as 
they did from party colleagues 
are to be expected. 

The chairman of DAP Dr Chen 
Man Hin, described Patto as a 
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politician extraordinaire. Dr Chen 
said, "His ability to articulate on 
all issues and impress his audi
ence with his knowledge whether 
in Parliament, at a party meeting 
or at a ceramah before any racial 
group, was remarkable." 

The Secretary General of DAP, 
Lim Kit Siang said, "Patto was a 

great warrior for democracy and 

human rights." 

DAP National Deputy chairman, 
Karpal Singh said that Patto was 
an impressive and effective MP 
and Assemblyman. He added, 
"He was respected not only by the 

opposition members but also by 

those in the government ... You 

could never shake the man on his 

principles ... and he remained the 

same jovial person despite the 

trauma of detention under the 

/SA." 



The people came in thousands to bid farewell to a good man. 

The Penang DAP Secretary, 
Chow Kon Yeow, mourned, "A 
man of his calibre will be hard to 
replace." 

Rahmat: "A great loss to the nation" 

All this was no surprise. But the 
surprising thing was what those 
on the other side of the spectrum 
had to say of Patto. 

The Barisan National and 
UMNO Secretary General and 
Minister of Information, Datuk 
Mohamed Rahmat said, "His 
death is a great loss to the na
tion. Being a seasoned politician, 
Patto contributed a great deal to 
the development of democracy in 
the country. Undeniably, his sud-

den demise is a loss to the DAP 
but it is a greater loss to the na
tion. As a Malaysian, I mourn his 
death." 

MIC President and Minister of 
Works, Datuk Seri S Samy Vellu 
said, "Patto was a man of great 
experience. He always brought 
up issues that are important to 
the country, supported by facts 
and figures ... he was also a me
thodical man and his command 
of the Malay language was phe
nomenal ... We have lost a great 
parliamentarian as he was a 
good speaker. It is a great loss." 

Penang Chief Minister, Tan Sri 
Dr Koh Tsu Koon said, "He was 
a political leader who was dedi
cated and hardworking. His de
mise is a great loss not only to 
Penang but the country as a 
whole." 

MCA President and Minister of 
Transport, Dr Ling Liang Sik, 
said, "He was a good man al
though I didn't agree with his 
politics. But as a person, he was 
a very nice, friendly and ap-
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proachable person." 

MCA Secretary General and Min
ister of Housing and Local Gov
ernment, Datuk Dr Ting Chew 
Peh described Patto as one of the 
more responsible DAP leaders 
who did his homework before 
speaking. 

This is what his former colleagues 
had to say: 

Semangat 46 Deputy President, 
and one-time Foreign Minister, 
Dr Rai s Yatim observed, "It is a 
great loss for the democratic sys
tem in Malaysia. He was an ef
fective MP who fought for 
peoples rights. Patto was an MP 
of calibre and very hardworking. 
During his time as an MP, he used 
to work day and night to complete 
his duties." 

Samy: " A great parliamentarian " 

Former MP and ex-Secretary 
General of the MTUC, Dr V 
David, remembers Patto as "the 
kind of MP who always stood up 
against any wrongdoings of other 
MPs. Patto was truly a people's 
man as he took th8 time and 
trouble to explain their rights to 
the public." 



How did the press and journal
ists perceive Patto the politician? 

All the Chinese papers paid trib
ute to Patto. He was referred to 
as a veteran opposition politician 
and a doyen of a politician. He 
was also described as a model 
politician. 

Journalist Thomas Lee, in pay
ing tribute to Patto in a poem, 
penned these words, "He died as 
he had lived, with his principles 
intact. ·Even his fiercest rivals, 
find hard to attack ... " 

Utusan Malaysia described Patto 
as an opposition politician who 
was held in high esteem by both 
friends and foes. 

A Kathirasen of the NST who 
writes under the column Sri 
Tanjung, remembers Patto while 
covering the Perak State Legis
lative Assembly sittings in the 
1970s: "He came across as a lion 
even then. He was fluent in both 
English and Bahasa Malaysia 
and could argue well ... In his 23 

years of politics, he had earned 
a good reputation ... Physically 
P. Patto was a short man, but he 
was tall in stature - both as a man 
and as a politician." 

Journalist Chong Set Son of the 
NST remembers Patto as a very 
helpful man, always having time 
for anyone who sought him. 
"Patto taught journalists a lot 
about governance, about state 
assembly rules and procedures ... 
without him, many journalists in 
Ipoh would not know much about 
covering the state assembly." 

Of ail the things that have been 
said of Patto, one incident related 
by Sri Tanjung stands out viv
idly and reveals the man of prin
ciples that Patto was. 

Describing this incident as some
thing he was unlikely to forget, 
Sri Tanjung tells us: 

Dr Ling : "He was a good man. " 

During the campaign period, Sri 
Tanjung found out that both 
Patto and the Barisan candidate, 
Dr K Rajapathy, a newcomer to 
politics, would visit Chai Leng 
Park the next day. 
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So, Sri Tanjung went there and 
found Dr Rajapathy, the BN's 
Bagan candidate, Yeoh Khoon 
Chooi, and five others going 
around shaking hands and intro
ducing themselves at the market. 

After moving with them for 25 
minutes or so, Sri Tanjung called 
Patto on his handphone to find out 
where he was. 

The reply, "In the coffee shop op
posite the market, near the tele
phone booths." Sri Tanjung 
looked in that direction and saw 
Patto sr!ated with several others. 

Walking over, Sri Tanjung asked 
if he had already gone around. He 
replied in the negative. 

"Look at him, " he said pointing 
to Dr Rajapathy moving with little 
noise,from one person to another. 

"You know my fellows are loud, " 
he said pointing to the five men 
around him and the hailer on the 
table. "If I were to join in now, ev
eryone will look at me and my 
people. I will hog their attention." 

"Poor fellow, I want to give him a 
chance to complete his rounds, 
then I will go in. He is very new 
at this game, "Patto said. 

And he never once attacked Dr 
Rajapathy in his speeches. 

And the most touching and fitting 
tribute came from his electoral 
adversary. Dr Rajapathy who 
placed a wreath on Patto's coffin, 
said the DAP Deputy Secretary 
General was a gentleman. 



I have quoted various people at 
lenght to raise a point. Everyone, 
without an exception, has spoken 
of Patto's impressive at 

Dr 7ing : "Did his homework before speaking." 

tributes and his great contribu
tions to parliamentary democ
racy. He came across as an ex
emplary and an exceptional hu
man being who should be held 
up as a role model for others to 
see and emulate. 

Where was this Patto - about 
whom so much was written in the 
days following his death - all 
these years? In his 23 years of 
public service, we never read 
about this Patto; 23 years is al
most a generation in the life of a 
nation. 

How was it possible to hide away 
all this goodness for 23 years? Or 
were they busily filing away all 
his good deeds and great quali
ties so that one day they could 
write a great obituary for Patto? 

Is it a sin to highlight the virtues 
of a person when he is alive? Are 
the good qualities of a decent 

man negated because he belongs 
to the wrong side? It is wrong to 
admit the truth and proclaim to 
the world, "Behold! Here is a 
good man, a decent human be
ing, a man of ethics, a person of 
integrity"? 

Journalist Thomas Lee : " He died as he 
had lived, with his principles inflict." 

Why is it necessary to be hypo
critical when such a person is no 
more with us? 

Why is it necessary to deny a man 
in spite of his great qualities and 
contributions? Shouldn't a good 
man be accepted and acknowl
edged despite his party affilia
tion? 

Must he belong to the right party 
so that the press can play their 
role in highlighting his virtues 
while he is alive? Doesn't a good 
man have a right to some public
ity regarding his contributions to 
society, notwithstanding his party 
affiliation? 

What justification is there in 
playing up a lesser character who 
is morally and ethically bankrupt 
just because he happens to be on 
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the right side? What purpose is 
served in promoting questionable 

Joumalist A.Kathirasen: "He was tall in 
srature -both as a man and as a politician." 

characters at the ex pense of 
people of integrity? 

If we wish to create an ethical and 
moral society, then we must be 
brave enough to cross party lines 
and report truthfully the contribu
tions of every Malaysian. Efforts 
that promote values and ethics 
need recognition and space in our 
press. 

It is a sad reflection on us when 
some frivolous banter is so reli
giously reported ; when honest, 
well-meaning comments and 
criticism are blacked out. 

But let us remember and take 
comfort in the fact that truth can
not be denied forever. It has a way 
of surfacing at its own chosen 
time and embarrassing all those 
who turned a blind eye to it. 0 

P Ramakrishnan 

26 July 1995 



ACCOUNTABILITY 

DRAMAATTHE 
SHANGRI-LA 
Pacific Chemicals' Ting escapes from 
Bakun demonstrators 

g bangri-La Hotel's chief 
of security (Chief) still 
could not make sense 

of what happened during his 
watch that Thursday morning on 
22 June. 

There he was, dressed in his usual 
cheap suit and hotel lapel pin, 
overseeing the usual bustling ac
tivities that go on in this luxuri
ous hotel in the heart of Kuala 
Lumpur. On the list of corporate 

A/iran Monthly /995: 15(6) Page 11 

functions that morning was the 
annual general meeting (AGM) of 
Pacific Chemicals Berhad, in the 
Sarawak Room at the hotel's base
ment level. The event itself was 
hardly significant; after all, June 
is a busy month for many listed 
companies, when they hold their 
required general meetings. 
However, at 11 :00 am, a crowd of 
about 50 people suddenly drifted 
into the hotel lobby. Among them 
were women in Malay and Indian 
dresses, several young children in 
jeans and sandals, men in jeans 
and T-shirts- hardly the corporate 
types or actresses the Shangri-La 
is used to seeing. 

The group was led by a few 
people whom Chief knew very 
well were trouble-makers - they 
called themselves human rights 
activists or something like that; a 
few of them had even been pre
viously detained under the Inter
nal Security Act (IS A). Chief im
mediately recognised Dr Syed 
Husein Ali, Dr Kua Kia Soong, 
Dr Nasir Hashim, a lawyer called 
Sivarasa Rasiah, and a fellow 
called Koh whose name Chief 
couldn't remember for a while. 
They were heading straight for the 
escalators leading down to the 
Sarawak Room. 

As soon as the first few people 
arrived at the basement floor, 
Chief realised that the group had 
something planned. He didn't ex
actly know what, but he felt that 
he could not allow a group of 
people in T-shirts to stand outside 
a hotel ballroom under his super-



vision . . 

He immediately instructed his 
staff to reverse the escalators~ A 
couple of women from the group 
tripped on the escalators and fell, 
but picked them-

Mahmud. 

Chief tried valiantly to stop the 
ruckus that was going on. He 
threatened to call the police, but 
that Sivarasa lawyer replied that 

the group knew 

pledged their opposition to the 
Bakun dam. There must have 
been over two hundred signatures 
on that list Gara was holding, and 
he insisted that he wanted to de
liver the list to Pacific Chemicals 
chairman Ting Pek Khiing. It ap
peared that this Gara fellow has 
been gathering a lot of support 
among the Orang Asal communi
ties, and that they had clearly 
e_xpressed their opposition to the 
Bakun dam. 

selves up and went 
back upstairs on the 
reversed escalators. 
The men then be
came angry, and 
started yelling some
thing about their 
rights and a peaceful 
memorandum. And 
there were these re
porters all over the 
place asking what 
was gomg on. 

Mahmud Abu Bekir Taib 

exactly what its rights 
were. All the 
reporters and photog
raphers kept snapping 
at him and asking him 
his name. It appeared 
to Chief that the dem
onstration was 
organised, since these 
people all seemed to 
now what they were 
talking about. 

A yellow leaflet was being passed 
around to the reporters. The 
demosntrators called them press 
statements, and what a statement 
it was. It alleged that Taib 
Mahmud had intervened to wrest 
the environmental impact assess
ment (EIA) process from Federal 
jurisdiction into the State's do
main, and that his two sons di
rectly benefited from the action. 
It also claimed that conflict of in

Before Chief could gather his 
wits, the group had quickly made 
its way downstairs. They 
promptly gathered outside the 
Sarawak Ballroom, and pulled 
out placards that read "Stop 
Bakun Dam", "Pacific Chemicals 
-Don't Be a Log head". 

Then a stout Indian fellow came 
out from the group and an
nounced that they were there to 
deliver a memorandum to the 
Chairman of Pacific Chemicals 
Berhad to immediately stop log
ging in the Bakun dam catchment 
area. 

The group also demanded that 
they be allowed to deliver a 
memoradum to two Pacific 
Chemicals directors, Mahmud 
Abu-Bekir Taib, and Sulaiman 
Mahmud, whom they claimed 
were the two sons of Sarawak's 
Chief Minister Abdul Taib 

And there was this man, who 
called himself Gara. He claimed 
to be a 35-year old farmer from a 
place called Long Geng from 
inside Sarawak, where the Bakun 
Dam was going to be built. He 
was telling the re
porters that he 
wanted to come to 
Kuala Lumpur to 
deliver a message 
to the people that 
the Bakun Dam 
was going to de
stroy his homeland. 
He and his people 
were not against 

terest clouded the 
project since the 
Sarawak Chief 
Minsiter was head of 
the approving body 
overseeing the 
Bakun project, while 
his two sons were 
shareholders of the 

development, he Sulaiman Abdul Rahman Taib 

said, but they 

two companies ben
efiting from the 
Bakun project -
Ekran Berhad and 

wanted development that was Pacific Chemicals Berhad. 
equitable and beneficial to them, 
not one that destroyed their live- Chief was truly baffled. Why were 
lihood. 
Gara even submitted a list of sig
natures of people who had 
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these people demonstrating at 
Pacific Chemicals' AGM? If they 
wanted to stop the project, 



shouldn't they tell it to the 
Sarawak government? And the 
Sarawak Chief Minister's two 
sons were not there anyway. Only 
Ting was present.But still, these 
people were gathering around, 
giving statements to the report
ers, intent on handing over their 
memorandum. 

Chief had to call in reinforce
ments; his meagre staff of secu
rity people were no match for the 
50-strong crowd. 

Thank goodness, the Federal Re
serve Unit (FRU) finally arrived. 
But the FRU only sent six people, 
although they did carry real guns 
and tear-gas canisters. But all 
they did was to stand around in 
front of the ballroom entrance, 
and did nothing else. The com
manding officer mumbled some
thing about Shangri-La being a 
private property, and that the 
demonstration was not an illegal 
assembly because it was not in a 
public place. 

Chief wished the whole episode 
would end quickly, as he was not 
looking forward to explaining 
this to his boss. Half a dozen Spe
cial Branch people also came, 
and took pictures of people. A 
couple of them pretended to be 
reporters from The Sun and 
Watan, but the other reporters 
were quick to blow their cover. 
All this while on-lookers from 
other functions nearby were at
tracted to the demonstration, and 
promptly given earfuls on how 
Bakun Dam was destroying an-

cestralland and the environment. 
Ting had to escape from Sarawak 

Finally, Chief suggested that Ting Room through a back-door pas
should leave by the back door. It sage that was linked to Sabah 
was a little embarrassing and hu- Room. Unfortunately, the irony of 
rniliating, he felt. But he insisted the escape route was totally lost 
that a hasty getaway was at least on Chief. 
better than being caught by 50 an- 1. that Pacific Chemicals 
gry protesters. Berhad, as a responsible corpo-

STOP THE 
BAKUN PROJECT 

Memorandum To Pacific Chemicals 
Berhad, A Corporate Company Given 
The Task Of Timber Extraction And 
Reforestation Of 17000 Hectars Of For
est To Make Way For The Bakun Hy
droelectric Project. 

WE DEMAND 
rate company, stops all logging 
works around the Bakun area as 
they have not sought the approval 
of the indigenous communities 
who live in the affected areas. 
Apart from this, the felling of 
17000 hectars of forest will in
evitably cause a tremendous de
struction to our forests. 
2. that the EIA of this mammonth 
project be made accessible for 
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public scrutiny. Only after a sig
nificant number of Malaysians 
have approved it, only then should 
the developers see to the imple
mentation of the project. At this 
juncture, the EIA report has still 
not been made public although 
our Prime Minister has openly 
said that it will be made public. 
How can work on a project so 
huge be decided upon by a small 
group of powerful individuals 



while the rest of society, espe- ported and endorsed by: 

cially those who would be di-

14. Partners of Community 

Organisations (PACOS) 

rectly affected by the construc-

tion of the dam are still trying to 1. 

understand what is going on and 

have not approved of the project? 2. 

3. that the Bakun project stops 

immediately as the indigenous 3. 

peoples who will be directly 

affcted by this project have not 

Alai gal 

Aliran Kesedaran Negara 

(ALIRAN) 

All Women Action Society 

(AWAM) 

15. Parti Islam SeMalaysia 

(PAS) 

16. Parti Rakyat Malaysia 

(PRM) 

17. Peoples Service Organ

isation (PSO) 

wholeheartedly approved of the 4. ASA Media Centre (ASA) 18. Sarawak Access (SACCE 

construction of the dam. We are SS) 

disappointed at the attitude of 5. Consumer Association 

those involved in the construction 

of the mammoth dam, believed 

Taiping (CAT) 19. Sahabat Pekerja (TT) 

to be as large as Singapore island, 6. Community Development 20. Persatuan Sahabat Wanita 

and undertaken without the con- Centre (CDC) Selangor (PSWS) 

sent of the local communities. To 

date, consultations with the 7000 7. 

people involved, have been 

poorly represented and far from 

satisfactory. 8. 

Pacific Chemicals Berhad, as a 

big corporate firm in Malaysia, 9. 

must assume their role in a re

sponsible and honest way. The 

Centre for Peace Initiatives 21. Selangor Chinese Assembly 

(CENPEACE) Hall Youth Section 

(SCAHY) 

Centre for Orang Asli Con

cerns (COAC) 

Democratic Action Party So

cialist Youth (DAPSY) 

22. Society for Christian Reflec

tion (SCR) 

23. Selangor Graduates Society 

(SGS) 

decision to go ahead with logging 10. Federation of Malaysian 

work may jeopardise their integ

rity as an accountable and caring 

corporate body. · 

We the undersigned, demand that 

Pacific Chemicals Berhad stops 

all logging and timber extraction 

works until the consent and ap

proval of the public, especially 

the affected indigenous commu

nities, is sought. 

The above memorandum is sup-

Consumers Association 24. Suara Rakayt Malaysia 

(FOMCA) (SUARAM) 

11. Institut Pengajaran 25. Suara Warga Pertiwi (SWP) 

Komuniti (IPK) 

26. Tenaganita 

12. Malaysian Trades Union 

Congress (MTUC) Note: The original memo to Pacific 

Chemicals contains 507 signatures of 

13. Pahang Association of Con- concerned Malaysians. 

sumers (PAC) 
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SPYING AGAINST 
SOVEREIGNTY 

Aliran is disturbed by news re
ports indicating that the Austra
lian Government has, of late, 
been spying on foreign missions 
in Canberra, including 
Malaysia's. 

Such an action, if it's true, is in
deed an affront to Malaysia's sov
ereignty. Besides, this is not the 
sort of thing that one would ex
pect from a country that professes 
to be friendly with neighbouring 
Asia. 

Such spying activities are only as
sociated with parties or countries 
which distrust others or wish to 
dominate them. This, to be sure, 
can cause unnecessary harm to 
good international relations and 
diplomatic decency. 

Aliran does not condone acts of 
eavesdropping, bugging, wire-

tapping, etc. as a matter of prin
ciple because they invade one's 
privacy, create suspicion, disrupt 
effective communication and de
stroy mutual understanding. 

We hope the Australia~ Govern
ment will clarify this matter as 
soon as possible for the sake of 
building harmonious and fruitful 
relations with Malaysia and the 
neighbouring countries con
cerned in a post-Cold War World. 

Executive Committee 

1 June 1995 

PEACE-KEEPING FARCE 
IN BOSNIA 

Aliran regrets that hundreds of 
UN peacekeepers have been 
taken hostage by the Serbs in 
Bosnia. The kidnappings have 
catapulted Bosnia to the head
lines again. 

But all this while, ordinary 
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Bosnians have suffered im
mensely at the hands of the ruth
less Serbs who have violated 
Bosnia's territorial integrity. And 
what did the UN do? They de
clared a few "safe areas" and then 
just stood by and watched as or
dinary civilians were killed. 

It was only when the UN troops 
were threatened by the Serbs and 
kidnapped that the major powers 
decided to send in reinforcements. 
What a farce: more troops are 
being rushed to Bosnia to protect 
other UN troops already there. 
But when ordinary Bosnians were 
murdered by the Serbs, the major 
powers were content to just watch 
and "observe" the massacre. 

What kind of peace-keeping is 
this which ignores such atrocities 
to ordinary civilians? 

Anil Noel Netto 

ExcoMember 

6 June 1995 

LOWERING LOCAL RATES 
WILL REDUCE INFLATION 

Syarikat Telekom Malaysia's 
(STM) proposal to charge local 
calls based on duration is an indi
rect way of raising the overall 
price levels of phone calls. Aliran 
strongly opposes this move. 

STM's rationale for this charge is 
that it will then free clogged lines. 
If this is indeed the true reason 
for its move then STM must struc
ture its rate such that this objec
tive is achieved without an over
all increase in the telephone 
charges. 



We propose an alternative which 
may just do that: impose a flat 
rate of 10 sen for the first 10 min
utes. Thereafter, for every addi
tional five minutes, a further 
charge of 10 sen should be im
posed. 

This move would streamline the 
rates between public pay phones 
and residential phones and more 
importantly penalise the line 
hoggers while lowering the cost 
for those who make short local 
calls. We suspect that even with 
this proposal, STM may still end 
up with higher overall revenues. 

At this point, the Cabinet/govern
ment should relook at the whole 
question of tariff fixing for 
privatised utilities. Since in al
most all cases, they are national 
monopolies, it will be better if an 
utility commission is set up to 
consider periodic tariff revisions. 

The commission should have 
representatives from the public at 
large, consumer organisations 
and independent experts. Public 
hearings should be held when 
considering tariff revisions. Such 
a system operates in many coun
tries including that bastion of 
capitalism, the United States of 
America. 

Finally, we urge the Cabinet to 
act seriously against the attempts 
by monopolies to raise prices. 
Otherwise, its promotion of zero 
inflation will be an empty one. 

Dr S P Subramaniam 

Treasurer 

6]une 1995 

LIFT BOSNIAN ARMS 
EMBARGO 

Aliran calls upon the members of 
the powerful United Nations Se
curity Council to respond posi
tively and swiftly to the demand 
of Bosnia's Prime Minister Dr 
Haris Silajdzic that the arms em
bargo imposed upon his country 
be lifted. 

This is because the political and 
military events that have un
folded since the outbreak of the 
Balkan conflict show that, for 
one, the United Nations and the 
Western powers have been inca
pable of arresting the belliger
ence and brutality of the racist 
Serbs. 

If anything, the indecisiveness of 
the Western powers in particular 
have actually reinforced the re
solve and arrogance of the Serb 
forces as exemplified by the 
latter's recent capturing of UN 
peacekeepers as helpless hos
tages. 

Moreover, the prolonged conflict 
suggests that the world commu
nity as a whole is committing a 
grave injustice upon a people 
who are not only ineffectively 
protected (by the UN) but, worse, 
also not allowed to arm and de
fend themselves against the well
equipped Serb forces. 

In this connection, Aliran 
applauds the Malaysian 
government's plan to provide im
mediate humanitarian and medi
cal aid to beleaguered Bosnia. 
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Finally, Malaysians, irrespective 
of ethnicity and creed, must ap
preciate the fact that such an ef
fort goes a long way towards 
assisting a multiethnic and 
multicultural Bosnian govern
ment that has been facing huge 
obstacles in its relentless effort to 
achieve peace, justice, unity, dig
nity and sovereignty. 

Dr Mustafa K Anuar 

Secretary 

7 June 1995 

RMAFCRASH: 
COMPREHENSIVE 
REVIEW NEEDED 

Deputy Defence Minister Dr 
Abdullah Fadzil Che Wan has 
stated that the Royal Malaysian 
Air Force (RMAF) will review its 
pilot training scheme in the wake 
of a recent plane crash. In that 
tragedy. acting commander Mej 
Lai Yit Fuen was killed when his 
F-SE fighter jet crashed into the 
sea offTanjung Piandang south of 
Butterworth on 30 May 1995. 

Aliran calls on Dr Abdullah to un
dertake a comprehensive review 
of all aspects of RMAF opera
tions. Such a review should pay 
particular attention to the main
tenance of aircrafts. We under
stand that many skilled, experi
enced RMAF technicians have 
been lured to the private sector 
which offers more attractive 
terms and conditions. Has this in 
any way affected aircraft main
tenance and the morale of re
maining RMAF technicians? Dr 
Abdullah's Ministry should also 



review whether existing controls 
are sufficient to establish the re
liability of jetplanes before they 
are purchased and, subsequently, 
their air-worthiness after several 
years in service. 

Blaming the crash on "human 
error" is easy but this kind of ex
planation is not enough. We must 
be more specific. Very often, in 
these type of tragedies, "human 
errors" are the result of weak
nesses in some part of the sys
tem. 

Gan Kong Hwee 

ExcoMember 

8 June 1995 

FRENCH NUCLEAR 
DESIRE MUST BE CAPPED 

Aliran condemns any attempt or 
intention on the part of the 
French Government to resume its 
infamous nuclear testing in the 
South Pacific in the near future. 

Such testing will not only cause 
untold damage to the environ
ment but also inflict immense 
suffering upon the islanders of 
the South Pacific. 

Equally serious is that the French 
endeavour to tum the Pacific re
gion into its nuclear laboratory -
despite the devasting implica
tions for the people of the Pacific 
-implies a dangerous inclination 
towards racist thinking. Are the 
lives of these people less valuable 
than those of the French? 

Besides, if these nuclear tests are 
not terribly dangerous to human 

beings and the environment, as 
certain nuclear advocates seem to 
suggest, then surely the French 
authorities could very well do 
their testing in their own back
yard. 

In this regard, we support the ac
tion taken by New Zealand to ban 
nuclear-armed and nuclear-pro
pelled vessels from its waters in 
the rnid-1980s, and we also urge 
other concerned countries to fol
low suit. 

Furthermore, such nuclear activi
ties also remind us of the danger 
that countries with nuclear arma
ments and capabilities like 
France and the US can pose to 
the safety and security of planet 
Earth. 

Dr Mustafa K Anuar 

Secretary 

IS June 1995 

PATTO'S DEATH
A TRAGIC LOSS 

Aliran is saddened by the sudden 
demise of P. Patto. His untimely 
parting is a tragic loss to parlia
mentary democracy and public 
service. 

Patto had devoted nearly half his 
life-time to serving the nation 
and high-lighting issues that mat
tered most to the ordinary man. 
He was an effective speaker in ar
ticulating these issues, laced with 
humour, in his inimitable simple, 
logical and fluent style- in what
ever language he chose to speak. 
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And he spoke without rancour or 
anger in his heart. 

Patto's simple life-style through
out his political career was a hall
mark of his character. He was very 
multi-ethnic in his outlook and 
sincerely espoused the cause of 
ethnic harmony. The fact that so 
many tributes have been paid by 
so many leaders from various po
litical parties bears eloquent tes
timony to him as a person. 

He remained steadfast to his be
liefs and loyal to his principles 
and never sullied politics by of
fering himself to the highest bid
der- a common temptation which 
opportunistic politicians find it 
difficult to resist. 

A true believer in public account
ability, Patto was one of the first 
few politicians both from the 
Barisan and Opposition who 
readily dared to declare his assets 
to the voters in response to 
Aliran's call in 1986, just before 
the 7th Malaysian General Elec
tion. 

Malaysian politics and parliamen
tary democracy will be that much 
poorer by Patto's death. 

Executive Committee 

Aliran 

13 July 1995 

Raising a slogan 
cannot raise 

a person stature 
- Nehru 
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COVER STORY 

DANGEROUS 
DEVELOPM 

rr-11 hen power cables ex
~ ploded on the Penang 

Bridge on 25 June 
and plunged half the island into 
darkness, the nightmare began. 
For ten days, chaotic scenes un
folded all around the darkened 
streets of Penang island. 

At road junctions, traffic lights 
turned black as cars inched along 
George Town 's narrow roads. 

Lifts in high-rise flats screeched 
to a halt trapping their unfortu
nate occupants between floors. 

Factories turned away workers 
arriving at their gates- and col
lectively lost several hundred 
million ringgit as unpredictable 
load shedding severely disrupted 
their production and delivery 
schedules. The headquarters of 
one leading US multinational 
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NTS 

even shipped a large generator to 
Malaysia for its Penang opera
tions (only to find that power had 
been restored by the time the gen
erator arrived in Malaysia). 
Office employees sweated it out 
in semi-darkness unable to work 
productively. Fax machines 
stopped bleeping; computers took 
a nap. Suppliers of stand-by gen
erators and rechargeable floures
cent lights, on the other hand, 



raked in huge profits and laughed 
gleefully all the way to the banlc 

PEOPLE WITHOUT 
POWER 

Meanwhile, Penangites fumed 
and fretted, exclaiming "Ai
yah!" and then muttering below 
their breath each time Tenaga 
turned off the power for the fre
quent load shedding. 

And so, the euphoria ended for 
the Barisan-dominated state gov
ernment which had swept into 
power just two months earlier, 
winning all but one of the 33 seats 
in the Penang state assembly. 
Overnight, the power-cuts had 
literally transformed Penangites 
into a people without power 
stranded on an island paralysed 
by yet another "act of God." 

Although electricity supply lay 
outside the domain of the state 
government, the joke went 
around that Penang now really 
had a Chief Minister without 
power. Indeed, Koh's administra
tion felt the heat. After all, the 
giant multinationals and the lo
cal business community, which 
had overwhelmingly endorsed 
the Barisan in Penang at the 
last polls , were certainly not 
amused. 

Why did the power cables ex
plode? Was it overloading? low 
quality cables? or simply poor 
maintenance of substations? Per
haps we' ll never know. Sure, the 
usual committees will produce 
the usual reports. And these bulky 
reports will probably gather dust 
on somebody's desk somewhere. 

Penang Without Power 

Can such a report be trusted any
way? Would it explain why 
Tenaga had to rely on foreign ex
pertise to restore power to the is
land? 

How were they able to restore 
power in only ten days when the 
initial estimate was 21 days? Did 
Tenaga intentionally overesti
mate the time it would take tore
store full power so that they could 
claim credit for finishing the job 
in half the time? 

Who will take ultimate responsi
bility for the explosion and the 
ensuing havoc - and resign? Or 
is that too alien a concept? 

UNDERSEA CABLES 

The damage to the cables link
ing mainland Penang to the island 
provoked renewed concern over 
the viability of the mammoth RM 
15 billion Bakun Dam project in 
Sarawak. The masterminds of the 
Bakun project expect to transmit 
electricity from Sarawak to the 
peninsula using submarine 
cables. 
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If they succeed, they would have 
created the longest undersea elec
tricity cable-link in the world. But 
one nagging question refuses to 
go away: if cables over the sea 
took 1 0 days to repair, how long 
would it take to repair damaged 
cables on the ocean bed? 

Besides, is such a large dam re
ally necessary? Couldn't smaller 
dams be constructed on the pen
insula thus eliminating the possi
bility of a major environmental 
disaster in Sarawak or the need for 
submarine cables over an ex
tremely long distance. The longer 
the cable-link, the more the po
tential for damage or disaster. 
Who are the 'lucky' cable suppli
ers anyway who are going to land 
such a huge contract? 

"TING, TING" 
I 

Other alarm bells are ringing. 
Environmental activists claim 
that the Bakun project will destroy 
the eco-system of the entire 
surrounding area . The Environ
mental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
report itself lies shrouded in much 



controversy. 

Pang Hin Yue writing in the New 
Straits Times asks:"What is the 
rationale behind the decision to 
release only the first of the four
part EIAs (on site preparation of 
the reservoir) and to display cop
ies which are only available in 
certain areas of Sarawak, namely 
Kuching , Belaga and Kapit? 
Does that mean that Malaysians 
living in Sabah and the penin
sula have to fly over there in or
der to read the EIA? 

"And what becomes of public 
comment? Will the board 
(Sarawak's Natural Resources 
and Environment Board- NREB) 
take into account the public 's 
views even though it has already 
approved the EIA for the con
struction of the reservoir? Will 
the rest of the Bakun EIAs per
taining to the reservoir, transmis
sion lines and submarine cables 
suffer the same fate or will the 
public be given the chance, and 
the time, to comment on them be
fore the board's approval?" 

Many Malaysians wonder why 
the Department of Environment 
(DOE) is saying nothing about 
the NREB 's handling or bungling 
of the Bak:un EIA? Has the DOE 
washed its hands completely of 
the project? 

To construct the dam, contractors ' 
will have to cut and chop thou
sands of precious trees and dis
place 9,000 people - Kayan , 
Lahanan , Penan , Ukit and 
Kenyah - all in the name of 
progress. Already, the cash reg-

isters must be ringing "ting, ting" 
in the minds of the successful 
contract bidders, as they ponder 
the profits to be derived from log
ging the area designated for the 
dam project. 

Shouldn't we be exploring alter
native sources of energy supply 
-sources that would not result in 
such blatant destruction of the 
homeland of so many indigenous 
people? 

So widespread was the concern 
over the impact of the Bakun 
Dam project that the Deputy 
Prime Minister took the unusual 
step of inviting representatives 
from a dozen NGOs to a meet
ing on 24 July. 

MORE DISASTERS 

Certainly, the question marks are 
piling up on all sides of the DOE 
and the government. The Genting 
landslide tragedy which killed 20 
people raised fresh concerns over 
excessive hill-cutting, tree felling 
and road construction along hill
slopes. More tragedies followed 

Genting Highland tragedy 
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at building construction sites. The 
victims: poor foreign workers. 

More recently, in Penang, a dan
gerous mud-slide at Chee Seng 
Gardens worried residents in the 
area. Jeffrey, who lives nearby, 
was left in no doubt about the 
cause of the scare- indiscriminate 
clearing of land to build condo
miniums: "You see (the surround
ing area and) you (will) know 
already." 

Not another act of God surely: 
God seems to be receiving too 
much flak in Malaysia of late for 
a series of disasters - which could 
have been avoided if we had ex
ercised a little more care and had 
passed more stringent environ
mental legislation. 

"In Malaysia, we have this obses
sion with rapid economic 
growth ," observes Aliran trea
surerS. Subramaniam. "We must 
follow a model of development 
which takes into account the eco
system. We mustn't let economic 
growth be a fetish." 

When we Look East, we should 



learn from the mistakes of other 
East Asian nations, argues Subra. 
Malaysia is by no means the only 
nation in this region confronted 
with the dark side of rapid 
industrialisation. We need only to 
witness the disasters occurring in 
South Korea in their haste to 
industrialise: A major bridge col
lapses (perhaps we should re
member that a leading Korean 
contractor constructed the 
Penang Bridge); then, a five
storey department store crumbles 
to dust killing hundreds. Haze: A sign of progress 

In nearby Taiwan, pollution mars 
the republic's impressive eco
nomic prosperity. Over in 
Bangkok, traffic jams have 
reached outlandish proportions 
that a visitor to that city once re
marked cynically, "Traffic jams? 
What traffic jams? The whole 
place is one big parking lot." 

In Jakarta, urban areas are decay
ing. China, which has started 
industrialising with gusto to 
make up for all the lost years, 
appears to be heading in the same 
direction as the rest of East Asia. 

QUALITY OF LIFE 

"Although our economic growth 
rate is high our quality of life has 
not improved," Points outAliran 
executive committee member 
Gan Kong Hwee, citing that traf
fic bottleneck and recurring 
blackouts in Malaysia as ex
amples. "The quality of life must 
improve if we are to achieve real 
progress." 

Indeed, do high economic growth 
rates mean anything when the 
quality of public education and 
healthcare has deteriorated? of 

what use is a multibillion ringgit 
new-fangled airport to the thou
sands of urban settlers who live 
in delapidated wooden shacks 
and to their children who often 
go hungry, without balance nu
trition? 

Are the perpetual haze and the 
dirty rivers signs of progress? 
We would do well also to pause 
and think about the million or so 
foreign workers who live in 
crowded conditions with poor 
sanitation and hygiene. 

Certainly, in our rush to reach 

Pollution : Price of progress 
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"developed nation" status, we 
have not given enough priority to 
lowcost housing, quality educa
tion, healtcare, environmental 
protection and food production. 

We shouldn't encourage giant 
turnkey projects built by foreign
ers who then leave us without the 
necessary expertise for mainte
nance. "We should go a little 
slower and Jearn how to maintain 
and improve on what we have," 
suggests Subra. Indeed, extra at
tention should be given to improv
ing safty standard. 

But at a time when the Jure of big 
bucks for gargantuan projects 
seems almost irresistable, such a 
suggestion is likely to end up 
crushed under an avalanche of 
more lucrative contracts. 0 

(The above article was written before Deputy 

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim met represen

tatives from a dozen NGOs on 24 July). 



STOP 
PRESS VOTERS MUST DETERMINE 

THEIR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE 

The Election Court's decision that there is no need for a by-election following the disqualification of the 
MP for Bukit Bin tang Wee Choo Keong is shocking and baffling to Malaysians. 

This denial of a by-election has robbed the Bukit Bintang electorate of their democratic right of choice of 
an MP through the democratic process. 

The overriding principle in any democracy must be the right of the people to exercise their free choice in 
the election of their MP. This is the essence of democracy. 

This sacred principle is violated when a candidate who has been defeated and rejected by the majority of 
the electorate is now forced upon the voters as a duly elected MP of that constituency. No court can 
confer the legitimacy of success under whatever circumstances when he was defeated by a sizeble majority. 

Election is a means to the larger democratic process which upholds the will of the people and determines 
their preferential choice of a candidate as their elected representative. That choice after it has been exercised 
should not be frustrated for whatever reason, and however valid that reason may be. 

The denial of a by-election will be seen as a rejection of the people's right in the electoral process. 

Aliran is not concerned with the disqualification of Wee Choo Keong but with the consequence of that 
disqualification which denies the voters of Bukit Bin tang their democratic right to choose their elected 
representative. A by-election following the disqualification would have ensured them that democratic 
right. This would be in keeping with the democratic tradition. 

· This is the reason why we welcome the decision of the Kota Bahru High Court in the case of Gua Musang 
ordering a by-election in that constituency. This decision recognizes the will of the people and the dispute, 
as it were, has been 'referred to the people's court for a resolution. 

A ~imiliar decision would have satisfied the democratic tradition and upheld the sovereignty of the people. 

As there is no recourse for an appeal in this decision, Aliran would like to call upon Dr Lee Chong Meng, 
the defeated and rejected candidate who has now been declared the elected candidate to do the only 
decent thing that is available to him i.e. resign with dignity and seck an honourable mandate from the 
voters of Bukit Bintang to be their elected MP. 

By resigning and forcing a by-election Dr Lee would have conducted himself in a very ethical manner 
and in keeping with the best democratic tradition. 

P.Ramakrishnan 
President 
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CUES FROM THE LEADERSHIP 

A magistrate who does not see any miscarriage of 
justice in presiding over a case involving his own 
brother, and a senior minister who sees no con
flict of interest in her presence at a meeting delib
erating the allocation of 1.5 million shares to her 
own son-in-law! What on earth is the country com
ing to? Both these incidents are disturbing to say 
the least. 

They are, in a sense, yet another sign of the erod
ing ethics and integrity that we are experiencing 
in this age of "rapid development" and "eight per 
cent growth" that the government is so mightily 
proud of. Perhaps they are simply taking the cue 
from the top political leadership. After all, the PM 
did declare in that inimitable way of his that fraud 
committed overseas does not necessarily consti
tute fraud here. 

GERRYMANDERING 

Almost every BN politician who opens his mouth 
these days talks about the "overwhelming" man
date from the rakyat. Even seemingly intelligent 
academics are talking the same way. They are so 
carried away by the euphoria that they seem to 
have forgotten how so many electoral constituen
cies were gerrymandered in the last delineation 
exercise. The BN would not have won so easily in 

so many seats were it not for the way constituen
cies were apparently redrawn based on criteria best 
known to the Election Commission but which were, 
according to some, clearly aimed at bringing the 
greatest advantage to the BN. 

And if there are still people who believe that the 
· constituency delineation was done with impartial
ity, perhaps they ought to be reminded of the cir
cumstances under which the Federal Territory was 
created. For years, the Chinatown heart of Selangor, 
which now constitutes the Federal Territory. was 
staunchly pro-opposition (this was the pre
liberalisation days). Following May 13 when the 
Selangor State Government was almost lo t to the 
opposition, the political leadership of the day 
thought it expedient to create the Federal Territory. 

That way, they would be sure of retaining control 
of whatever was left of Selangor. They did not mind 
Parliamentary seats in the Federal territory going 
to the opposition since they were confident of their 
two-thirds majority in Parliament. In retro pect, one 
has to admit that it was a politically astute. though 
not necessarily ethical, solution. The B has not 
looked back since then and the Selangor State As
sembly has remained firmly in its claws. 

TOP THREE 

The Education Department is one of the ACA' ' top 
three' government departments. It is one of the 
ACA's most frequently investigated bodie . Appar
ently, headmasters are quite notoriou for fraudu
lent acts like misappropriating the school' coop
erative fund, drawing on the salaries of other teach
ers and submitting false claims on school upplies. 
And it has held on to this notorious reputation since 
the 1980s. Is this what is known in literature as a 
'life of crime'. It's beginning to become quite clear 
why young people turn out the way they do as they 
go through school. They have such pathetic role 
models. 

PAPER MOUNTAIN 

The Education Ministry is practically bailing out 
the Dewan Bahasa dan Pus taka by RM 17 million. 

A/iran Monthly 1995: 15(6) Page 24 



The DBP has 52 million books unsold and stacked 
up in warehouses. Hence, the ministry is spend
ing RM17 million of the taxpayers' money to buy 
some of these books. Now, that's what we call 
throwing good money after bad money. Piled up, 
the books will probably put to shame all those ugly 
skyscrapers in Kuala Lumpur. 

What a sheer waste of paper! All those trees cut 
down! Is DBP publishing for Malaysian minds or 
Malaysian warehouses? The DBP director blames 
Malaysians for its feeble performance. Malay
sians, he claims, just don't read. They prefer to 
spend money on anything but books. It's quite true, 
what he says. But there is a more serious reason 
for the unsold mountain of DBP publications 
which the director seems unable to admit. 

For years, DBP, which is essentially a government 
body, has been used as a tool to promote the inter
ests of Malay businessmen in the printing and book 
retailing line. Now this is fine and completely in 
line with the aspirations of the then NEP. How
ever, DBP franchise goes to businessmen with 
scant interest in the book retailing business. 

The idea was that these businessmen would set up 
networks to promote the books and magazines in 
schools and colleges. But what has happened is 
that most of them simply set up bookshops and 
most of the time, these shops are just sidelines. 
They have other more lucrative businesses to take 
care of. In short, DBP is not really helping genu
ine Malay businessmen interested in retailing 
books because the contracts often go out to those 
with political connections. 

If Malaysians are simply not interested in books 
as the DBP director claims, then how do you ex
plain the way chains like Time and MPH have 
flourished? To add insult to the injury of those of 
us who are footing the bill for DBP's ineptitude, 
it is planning to put up its own building, a con
crete and glass skyscraper. This seems like a case 
of poor priorities for someone who is incurring 
millions of ringgit of losses every year. Perhaps 
the building will help reduce its need for ware
house space? 

RUBBER STAMP 

It appears that Senators will continue to be under 
the thumb of the ruling party. Dr M declared that 
the government does not intend to restore the elec
tion of senators in the foreseeable future. In a way, 
we are disheartened fer that means one less exer
cise of the democratic right of Malaysians. On the 
other hand, we are glad. Given the way electoral 
constituencies have been gerrymandered, there is 
little doubt that the Senate will be over-filled with 
the ruling party. Really, there is scarce difference, 
as perceived by some, between an appointed rub
ber stamp and an elected rubber stamp. 

TOURISM'S UGLY FACE 

A foreign researcher studying the Batek tribe who 
live around Taman Negara was recently made out 
by irresponsible journalists as a 'Bruno Manser'. 
After interacting with this group of Orang Asli 
whose forest lands have been invaded by tourists, 
he grew sympathetic to their plight, especially the 
way they had become tourist objects. The reports 
projected the foreign research (presumably from the 
evil west) as instigating the Orang Asli against co
operating with the tourist guides in the area. Frankly, 
those of us who have visited Taman Negara and the 
Batek there would have sensed their resentment at 
having strangers walk about their settlement, peer
ing into their makeshift hut; and taking pictures of 
them, even when they are eating and sleeping. 

That is how insensitive some tourists are. How 
would you feel if busloads of tourists regularly ar
rive at your house, tramp all over your garden and 
take pictures of you and family as they like? As 
they prepare to leave, they hand you a few miser
able cigarettes and biscuits and perhaps some cheap 
sweets for your children. 

You would probably report them to the police for 
trespassing if you value your privacy or, if you are 
business-minded, you would charge them a hefty 
entrance fee as well as a charge for every photo
graph taken. Most people do not see the forests as 
the home of the Orang Asli. In fact, the lives of the 
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Orang Asli have changed because of the gazetting 
of those forests into a national park. It prohibits 
the Orang Asli from hunting or taking anything 
from the gazetted area which is quite vast. 

As such, from a relatively independent people who 
had once lived on hunting and gathering besides 
collecting rattan for the occasional hard cash, they 
have now been sucked into the tourism machine. 
It is quite inconceivable that anyone studying the 
Orang Asli would not empathise with their posi
tion in this land where they are known as the Origi
nal Peoples. As such, the reaction of the social 
scientist who has created such a furore recently is 
only to be understood. 

If anything else, the experience' of the Orang Asli 
in Taman Negara is evidence of how exploitative 
and denigrating tourism can be, where people are 
taken for living exhibits, to be gawked at by strang
ers (and don't forget, they are from what our gov
ernment has classified as the 'evil west') and paid 
with a few sticks of cigarettes and pieces of bis
cuits. And the agents of this cruel exploitation are 
the tourist guides who are clearly the ones creat
ing the fuss over what they see as a threat to their 
work and livelihood. 

While on the subject of exploitation, Zainal 
Abidin, a singer popular among teeny-boppers, 
recently declared that "I am not an environmen
talist at all." He had been labelled a greeny fol
lowing his smash hit, Hijau, in 1991. He even 
sported a Penan hairstyle and dressed ethnic. Poor 
man, he obviously feels uncomfortable with the 
image that he had apparently exploited to the hilt 
when it suited him and his bank account. 

One thing's for sure, Zainal Abidin is no Sting, 
the American whose efforts on behalf of the Bra
zilian rainforests and natives raised awareness of 
rainforest issues and the plight of the indigenous 
peoples whose lives, like the Orang Asli, hinge on 
their natural surroundings. It's clear that Zainal is 
just one of those artistes forever scouting novel 

ways to sell himself and his music. 

But sometimes, tourism can be quite amusing. For 
instance, it was reported that Sabah wants to de
velop its rivers for tourism. Sabah's rivers, and for 
that matter, Sarawak's too, are among the most pol
luted in the country, with a high sediment content 
as a result of widespread logging upstream. There 
is no need to go along the Sabah rivers if tourists 
from the 'evil west' wish to see what teh tarik looks 
like. A trip to the nearest warung will suffice. 

GOING BUST 

Exploitation does not only happen in tourism. It 
takes place at almost every local petrol kiosk. Petrol 
kiosk operators, notorious for the miserly wages 
they pay to pump attendants are whining about 
labour shortage and threatening consumers with 
self-service since being stopped from hiring illegal 
immigrants. It seems business is not so good for 
them despite these boom-boom days. 

There is a glut in petrol stations, especially in rural 
areas, and 10 per cent of the 3,200 petrol kiosk op
erators are facing difficulties and may even have to 
close down. Perhaps this is the result of the way 
licences have been reportedly given out without 
much consideration to the viability of the location 
and mostly to those with the right political connec
tions. 

Running a petrol station does not require any par
ticular skills and it was seen as a sure way of mak
ing money. In fact, there was a time when many 
aspiring businessmen would tell you quite frankly 
that they joined Urnno because they were hoping 
to get a permit to open a petrol station. As they say 
these days, politics and business go hand-in-hand, 
but marriages of convenience seldom work out well. 

ZEROING IN ON THE SAFE ONES 

For the past few years, the Ministry of Domestic 
Trade and Consumer Affairs has been dishing out 
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awards to local figures and journalists whom it 
regards as having contributed to the cause of the 
consumer movement. And over the years we have 
seen one of the leading bodies in the Malaysian 
consumer movement bypassed for seemingly in
nocuous figures. 

We are talking about the Consumers Association 
of Penang or CAP which has been articulating the 
rights of consumers long before the Ministry ex
isted and even before some of those "Consumer 
of the Year" winners 
were involved in con
sumer issues. CAP runs 
a very successful and in
formative newsletter 
whose investigative re
ports have exposed 
many a product for what 
they are- sheer advertis
ing. And they have a vast 
network of workers 
probing consumer com
plaints and articulating 
issues from unjust ac
quisition of land to 
cockroaches in soft 
drinks. 

In fact, a reporter from 
an English newspaper 
who won an environ
mental writing award 
was said to have done so 

reports praising the efforts of the ministry and does 
it prefer figures who are seen to be 'safe ' from the 
government viewpoint? 

STATISTICS, STATISTICS AND 
DAMN LIES 

It seems like they were keeping all the increases 
till after we had voted them in. First, there was the 
ill-fated Tenaga Nasional attempt to increase elec
tricity tariffs and now there is a bid to charge local 

calls on duration. And 
the universities are talk
ing about going corpo
rate which seems to nar
row down to a massive 
increase in tuition fees. 
All this while Dr M goes 
on and on with his Zero 
Inflation. 
Well that's what you get 
when you privatise 
things. They don ' t bow 
and scrape at your needs 
like they used to. The 
PM tells us not to spend 
unnecessarily. At the 
same time , all these 
shopping complexes are 
going up and selling 
things that are not really 
necessary. And can in
flation be as low as they 

by plagiarising one of The Gerakan President: Called f or more transparency 

the investigative reports 
carried in CAP's Utusan Consumer. Yet, every 
year, CAP and the figures associated with its work 
are studiously ignored by the ministry for what 
are largely seen as lightweights and newcomers 
to the movement. 

Is it because CAP dares venture where these bod
ies and figures have not, namely into areas that 
are critical of the government? One wonders about 
the criteria used by the ministry. Does it only pick 
journalists who write uncontroversial consumer 

tell us if a new Proton Saga which sold at RM32,000 
several years ago can now be resold at RM34,000? 
Perhaps the BBC is not the only "born liar" around. 

AT LAST, SAUCE FOR THE GANDER 

Parti Gerakan is planning to file a court petition for 
a recount of three seats won by the DAP but which 
the former claims would have been theirs had it not 
been for bungling on the part of the Election Com
mission. For years, there had been heaps of com
plaints about the Election Commission but it has 

A/iran Monthly 1995: 15(6) Page 27 



not been until recently, when the Commission's 
incompetency hit the ruling party, that the latter 
has begun to get irritated. 
The Gerakan president has called for more trans
parency in the electoral process. He is beginning 
to sound like Lim Kit Siang. He also appeared 
upset that some of the postal votes failed to arrive 
on time. The BN candidates, as we know, are 
highly dependent on postal votes which itself is a 
point of dispute when it comes to the question of 
transparency. 

Apart from the issue of the messy tallying of votes 
during the last general election, the BN also ap
pears upset over the fact that in several constitu
encies, dozens and even hundreds of their support
ers found their names missing from the voting cen
tres. This is something which the opposition has 
complained about one election after another but 
to no avail because they were after all, only the 
opposition. But it looks like something may be 
done now that the ruling party is getting a taste of 
their own medicine and disliking every drop of it. 

TEAMC? 

Meanwhile, something very disturbing is happen
ing within Urnno. Its secretary-general has sug
gested that the party investigate whether its mem
bers voted in the general election. From his state
ment, it was clear that they were expected to vote 
BN and no other party. He said: "The vote is se
cret ... but we can tell whether Umno members 
have exercised their right to vote." In fact, it sounds 
like an outright intimidation. It is something one 
would expect of a Communist state. 

The statement from this veteran Umno politician 
is evidence that some people can go through life 
not learning much. Alternatively, it is an indica
tion of eroding democracy in the party. Perhaps 
government servants are not being paranoid then 
when they say that they have to vote BN because 
"big brother knows". The other disturbing phe
nomenon taking place in Umno is the spate of ex
pulsions and suspensions. From the remarks of 
some of those who were expelled, it would ap
pear that you can be sacked from the party for not 

campaigning for the party. 

The MB of Pahang even announced that Umno trai
tors would not get any projects or contracts from 
the government, thereby confirming the reason why 
Malays do their darnest to get into positions of 
power in the party. Some claim that the so-called 
disciplinary exercise is an attempt to rid the party 
of remnant party dissidents. The first "exercise" got 
rid of Team B. Is the present one to finish off Team 
C? 

COLONIAL HANGOVER 

Malaysia Airline or MAS was rated the world's 
second best in terms of service in a survey of 105 
airlines. The top place went to Singapore Airline. 
According to the report, East Asian airlines offer 
better services because its employees are not afraid 
to appear subservient. How interesting! Slavish 
behaviour does have its advantages except that MAS 
is quite notorious for scraping and bowing at the 
feet of its foreign passengers better than at the feet 
of its own nationals. Perhaps it has to do with our 
colonial past. Old habits, as they say, die hard. 

NOT IN MY BACKYARD 

Malaysian businessmen will be helping South Af
rica to build low- cost houses. The news which made 
headlines here drew disbelief from quite a number 
of Malaysians. They simply could not understand 
how a country, whose developers could not fulfil 
their own quota of low-cost houses can now be help
ing another country build theirs. I suppose this will 
remain one of those deep mysteries of life. 
Malaysia's record of low-cost housing is disgrace
ful and in another more accountable government, 
the Housing Minister would have had to resign. 

There was also a report that of the several casinos 
that the South African government has approved, 
two will be built by Malaysians. We raise a hue and 
cry about gambling back home, but we don't seem 
to have any qualms about promoting it in other 
countries. It seems to be a case of"Not in my back
yard please, but we don't mind dumping vices in 
yours". And only recently, the Johor exco member 
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for tourism was huffing and puffing .at iuxury lin
ers which ply the Straits of Malacca operating ca
sinos and showing adult movies. 

TOO MANY COOKS 

JEFFREY : Called for a smgle Kada::.antJllrty 

The BN's half 
of the famous 
K~tingan 

brothers was 
rej·ected by 
Sabah voters 
in the recent 
general elec
tion. And now 
that he is out 
in the political 
cold, he has 
suggested that 
the three 
Kadazan par

ties, which had come under the BN umbrella after 
the fiasco of the Sabah state election, dissolve and 
come together as a single Kadazan party. Frankly, 
Jeffrey Kitingan sounds desperate. 

He is clearly aware that his splinter party Akar 
Bersatu will not survive now that they are out of 
the power configuration. But then again, the rea
son why three Kadazan parties sprouted follow
ing the fall of the PBS government was because 
those abandoning the sinking PBS ship all wanted 
to be captain of the new ship. The result was three 
wobbly sampans that the Kadazan voters were 
unwilling to sail in. 

MALACCAN AMNESIA 

Malacca's infamous Rahim Thamby Chik has been 
testing the waters for a possible comeback, throw
ing what appears to be a taunting challenge to 
Umno to help those who have been "unjustly" 
treated. Rahim appears to be projecting himself 
as the victim in the sex scandal. Besides, every
body seems to have forgotten about the real vic
tim. (Has she been rehabilitated, has she gone back 
to living in the fast lane or is she happily raising a 
baby?) 

In any case, Rahim ought to know that even if he 

genuinely believes that he has been unjustly treated 
in the biggest sex scandal to have rocked the coun
try since a certain MB ran off with the Sultan 's 
daughter, the general public does not believe the 
same. After all, the all-clear verdict did not come 
from a court of law, but from the Attorney-General 
who for that matter has, according to some, quite 
little credibility himself. Frankly we wish that he 
would climb into one of those hot air balloons that 
are so fashionable these days and float away, out of 
our sight and hearing. 

Meanwhile, Rahim's successor is hankering for 
Malacca to be made a city. Malacca qualifies, he 
says, because its population has exceeded 100,000 
(I wonder if that includes tourists?). The other rea
son that he offers is even stranger. He wants Mal
acca to be a city so that development will be boosted. 
Normally it's the other way around but that's the 
kind of thing that happens in Malacca - stranger 
than fiction. 

And recently, a group of Malacca politicians pro
tested against the reproduction of the Portuguese 
fort by a golf and country club in an area that they 
said was of historical meaning to Malay warriors. 
The reproduction, a sort of gimmick by the golf 
club, was considered to be an insult to Malay sen
sitivities. One would have thought that they would 
have protested against the siting of a golf club in 
the area in the first place. And for that matter, the 
way, Malaccan history has been exploited in the 
name of tourism. 

DESTROY AND PLANT 

The Housing and Local Government Minister wants 
to transform the country into a garden state with 
proper landscaping. His ministry will soon be issu
ing guidelines to this end. If he had more sense he 
would issue strict guidelines for developers regard
ing the cutting down of trees or the clearing of hill
sides. What's the point of trying to replace what 
has been destroyed? But then that's the way things 
are done here. Tear down old buildings and then 
build new ones that are poor copies of the old ones. 
Poor man, some say, a coconut must have fallen on 
his head when he was young. 

-by NNP-
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RIGHT TO SECRECY OF 
A VOTER 

I would like to seek your advice 
and clarification as to how safe 
and secure our vote was in the 
recent elections? I believe our 
vote must remain a secret. This 
is guaranteed by our Govern
ment. 

On 25 April (Election Day), I 
went to vote. I produced my 
identity card to the female clerk 
to enable her to check against the 
Register for my name, IC No. and 
address. At the same time the sec
ond female clerk, sharing the 
same table, looked across the 
Register and copied down my 
registration number in pencil on 
the counterfoil of the ballot pa
per before tearing out the ballot 
paper and handing it to me to cast 
my vote. 

I asked the clerk, and both the 
girls answered that they merely 
acted according to instructions 
from the Election Commission. 

At the same time the Presiding 
Officer approached me and con
firmed the ruling. 

I have no doubt that they are act
ing according to instructions, al
though they have nothing in writ
ing to show me. 

Why is it necessary to write down 
the voter's serial number in pen
cil on the counterfoil of the bal
lot paper? 

What purpose does this serve? 
Wouldn't it destroy the voter's 
confidence and cause fear in him 
that the ballot paper had lost its 
"secret identity," making it pos
sible for his vote to be traced? 

I do not remember any such prac
tice in earlier elections! Who is 
therefore responsible for this or 
is there indeed such a ruling? 
Hopefully, this unnecessary 
practice could be done away with 
in future. 

As a matter of fact, I first heard 
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about this from one observant 
lady who came out after voting, 
angrily protesting. A few of us 
discussed this while waiting for 
our tum to go in to vote. We talked 
about writing a protest letter 
jointly. Some just smiled and 
walked away saying, "If this is the 
case there is no point in voting 
since our vote is no longer secret 
and can be traced." 

I hope this "cry in the wilderness" 
can help to ensure that our vote is 
protected and remains a secret in 
the future. 

Secret Voter 

Petaling ]aya 

FOOLING AROUND? 

As a responsible and open
minded citizen of this beloved 
country, I was angered and dis
gusted with the recent general 
election which clearly showed the 
immaturity and style of democ
racy ala Malaysia. 

The ruling party clearly misused 
its power by denying the demo
cratic rights of the opposition to 
voice their views and policies 
freely. Not only that, some oppo
sition parties were denied access 
to public facilities, e.g. the Espla
nade in Penang. 

Any Penangite who attended the 
DAP ceramah at the Fortuna Res
taurant on 22 April would clearly 
remember and understand the 
dirty tactics used by certain quar
ters to create tension. 

The short period of campaigning 



was a disadvantage for the oppo
sition. It showed a lack of a 
democratic spirit: an example of 
an authoritarian style of leader
ship. The media failed us. It was 
very cruel to the opposition. 

Biased reports were published 
daily giving the Barisan Nasional 
an easy task in the general elec
tion. TV3, for instance, was the 
most fierce in carrying such at
tacks and finally learnt its lesson 
the hard way. Our media, which 
supports our leaders whenever 
they condemn the Western me
dia forgot about fair play when 
they resorted to biased reporting 
of the opposition. 

In fact, the ruling coalition even 
resorted to threatening the people 
especially Penangites by spread
ing fear of instability and pos
sible ethnic tension if the oppo
sition was to take over Penang. 
Many Penangites fell for this. 

The Barisan Nasional also fooled 
the rakyat with its Wawasan 2020 
dream. They ~ent round claim
ing that the BN was a develop
ment-oriented party which prom
ised justice, vision and efficiency. 
Any intelligent and rational 
thinking citizen knows that this 
is utter rubbish. 

As a result of such dirty tactics, 
the opposition suffered a humili
ating defeat. Injustice prevailed 
this time, and the BN leaders can 
sit back and enjoy their victory. 
But the BN government should 
bear in its mind that it can fool 
some of the people some of the 
time, all of the people some of 

the time but not all of the people 
all the time! 

S Sritharan 

Penang 

IMMEDIATE PUBLIC 
INQUIRY NEEDED 

The death of a suspect believed 
to be involved in the Mayban Fi
nance break-in, while under po
lice custody, has become a cause 
for concern. 

Suaram is particulary disturbed 
by the fact that the Emergency 
Ordinance 1969, a law which 
permits detention without trial, 
was used in the arrest of the four 
male suspects to facilitate inves
tigations. Why are the police us
ing the Emergency Ordinance, 
when they have ample power 
under the Criminal Procedure 
Code? Why do they wish to avoid 
the scrutiny of the judiciary? 

The reluctance on the part of the 
police to provide an explanation 
on the sudden death of Lim Guat 
Leong, 42, whose post-mortem 
showed that he died of internal 
bleeding, has become a cause for 
concern. We call for an immedi
ate public enquiry into the mat
ter as soon as possible for the 
benefit of all. 

Cynthia Gabriel 

Suaram 

ONLY FULL 
APOLOGY ACCEPTABLE 

It has been reported that Japan's 
ruling coalition of parties - the 
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Liberal Democratic Party (LOP), 
the Social Democratic Party 
(SOP), and the New Party - are 
discussing a resolution of regret 
for some of Japan's actions in 
World War II, to be released in 
time to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the ending of 
World War II. 

Japan's ruling parties, particularly 
the LOP, must realise that a grudg
ing resolution of 'regret' of some 
ofJapan's actions is no use to any
body including the Japanese 
people themselves. The people in 
different parts of Asia who were 
the victims ofthe horrific war and 
other crimes of Japanese imperi
alism and militarism - those 
killed, maimed, tortured, and or
phaned under Japanese colonial
ism in Korea, or because of Japa
nese aggression and occupation in 
China, Indochina and other parts 
of South-East Asia -will continue 
to cry out for justice until the 
Japanese government and people 
have the courage to be honest 
about their history in the first few 
decades of this century. 

Asians who have suffered tremen
dously and are still suffering -
like thousands of women who 
were forced to be 'comfort 
women' or sex slaves - are en
titled to a sincere and full apol
ogy. So are the thousands of 
Asians who were forced to work 
and die along the Death Railway 
in Thailand and Burma. 

The Japanese nation must have 
the maturity and the sense of re
sponsibility to acknowledge cer
tain historical facts, however pain-



ful it is to do so. Otherwise, the 
people of Asia and other parts of 
the world will always have a lin
gering suspicion of Japanese in
tentions in the political, diplo
matic and military fields. 

Hj Mohd Anuar Tahir 

CENPEACE, Petaling ]aya 

RESPONSE TO 
CHANDRA'S REACTION 

I refer to Dr Chandra Muzaffar's 
reply to my comments in A/iran 
Monthly 1995: 15(2) (Going 
Upstream). 

It is a travesty of the little com
mon sense I, an "insignificant 
fringe individual," may have for 
Dr Chandra to suggest that I 
would equate the rape of thou
sands of women in Bosnia
Herzegovina with the suspension 
of a publishing licence in Malay
sia. These examples are his, not 
mine. I did not use any examples 
in my letter. 

When I spoke against viewing 
human rights abuse in such a glib, 
hierarchical manner, I was con
cerned with the need to be vigi
lant against all kinds of abuse -
even the banning of a licence -
and not allow our rightful indig
nation against the rape (killing) 
of thousands of women and men 
make us forget other abuses or 
simply dismissing them as low 
on the scale. 

Dr Chandra did not address my 
main concern stated this way in 
my last letter: "In policing human 
rights abuse globally, one should 
not neglect the abuse in one's 
own backyard." What local and 

national issues are Just .World 
Trust policing? All abuse, "large" 
or "small," should be criticised 
if we are not to have a travesty 
of justice. 

If Just World Trust will only com
ment on global issues and will 
not critique local or national is
sues then perhaps it should 
change its name to Just World 
(minus Malaysia and ASEAN) 
Trust. Doest it necessarily mean 
that to aim for a wider vision one 
must be blind to what's under 
one's nose? Or, is it simply a case 
of double standards? 

Wong Soak Koon 

Penang 

LEAVE DENIED ON 
ELECTION DAY 

Prime Minister Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad declared 25 April 
1995 as a public holiday to en
able voters to fulfil their respon
sibility of casting their votes. 

Deputy Human Resource Minis
ter, M Mahalingam also made a 
statement that the public holiday 
was also meant for the plantation 
workers to cast their votes. 

However, we, the workers from 
Dunidin Estate, Galloway Bangi 
Estate, Sungai Rinching Estate, 
Glenggowrie Estate and 
Semenyih Estate were denied a 
holiday on polling day. We were 
told by our management that this 
was a directive from the MAPA, 
and if we did not work, we would 
not be paid. 

We are lodging this police report 
because we were denied leave on 

Aliran Monthly 1995: 15(6) Page 32 

that day in spite of the fact that 
the Prime Minister himself and 
the Ministry of Human Resources 
have declared 25 April a public 
holiday . . 

The other reason for the police 
report is to notify the police and 
to urge them to carry out further 
investigations to enable them to 
take the necessary action. 

Supporting Committee for 

Plantation Workers 

Kajang 

VIETNAMESE BOAT 
PEOPLE 

The recent demonstration at the 
Sungei Besi camp by the Viet
namese Boat People calls for 
immediate action by the Malay
sian Government and the 
UNHCR to resolve the long
standing problem of the boat 
people. 

Suaram calls for the following 
action: 

* Setting up of an Independent 
Committee to investigate the 
incident on 5 June 1995. 

* Improving living conditions 
and facilities in the camp. The 
camp should be made more 
transparent to enable the pub
lic to understand the actual 
situation in the camp . The 
refugees should not be treated 
like detainees and should 
have freedom of movement 
and should not be isolated 
from human society. 

* Providing temporary employ
ment opportunities for the 



refugees while waiting for a 
permanent solution. 

* Continuing negotiations with 
the boat people regarding 
their future. The boat people 
should be consulted on their 
future destination and condi
tions should not be arbitarily 
forced on them. 

Suaram finally urges the Malay
sian Government to take the front 
seat in seeking a solution to this 
long-standing problem and not 
merely depend on third parties to 
resolve this problem which is 
within the boundaries of our land. 

S Arutchelvan 

Suaram 

LIFT SANCTIONS 
AGAINST LIBYA 

Any person with a clear con
science will not endorse the 
bombing of a civilian plane, done 
deliberately for political pur
poses. Yet the economic sanc
tions imposed against the entire 
population of Libya is very 
wrong. Innocent civilians and 
citizens are being punished be
cause of the wrongdoings of a 
few. 

The UN must immediately lift all 
sanctions imposed on the people 
of Libya. It is the duty of the UN 
to protect innocent people living 
in this small world of ours. 
America must learn about human 
rights too. So, America must not 
punish the innocent citizens of 
Libya. This message in my letter 
may fall on deaf ears but the UN 
must realise that the world is not 

made of a few powerful coun
tries. Let the people of Libya live 
normal lives. 

K Surendran 

Penang 

INFLATION AND ITS 
EFFECTS 

The effects of inflation are mani
fold. Today, we, the common 
people, go out to buy food. We 
spend something like RM5 for a 
good balanced meal of rice, fish 
or meat, and vegetables. The av
erage person earns something 
like RM50 a day which is equiva
lent to RM1,500 per month. 
Consider the expenses of the av
erage person: 

Rental/housing loan ... . RM600 
Food 500 
Education 500 
Clothing 
Transport 
Medical Expenses 
(provided the person is healthy) 

100 
100 
100 

So what does that leave us with 
at the end of the month? The av
erage person faces a deficit. A 
holiday is out of the question 
looking at the state of his or her 
finances. 

Our vision for the future should 
make it possible to raise the liv
ing standard of the average per
son. If we do not have proper 
housing, clothes, food and 
health-care, not to mention trans
port which is already costly, what 
is the meaning of looking ahead? 
It is only a dream or illusion to 
think that we are better off today 
than a few years back. 
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Inflation does not start with us. It 
is the rising cost ofthings that we 
buy, so much so that one ringgit 
does not have much value. We buy 
less goods with the same ringgit 
compared to a few years ago. 

Here are some steps to correct this 
situation: 

* Let the government check its 
foreign spending. 

* Let the government aim to
wards zero foreign debt and 
higher foreign earnings in 
tourism. 

* Let the government increase 
exports, and reduce imports to 
a minimum. 

* Stop borrowing against the yen 
and work towards trading with 
third world countries. 

* When the above target has 
been met, we can check the 
prices of consumer items on 
thelocalscene.Suchitemsin
clude household food, school 
text books, taxes on foo? out
lets, medicaVdental bills, etc. 

* Reduce allowances offered to 
ministers, assemblymen, and 
politicians, so that they work 
for the good of the people. The 
need for too many overseas 
trips by ministers should also 
be addressed so that only trade 
missions which are likely to 
bear fruit are allowed. 

We are moving towards the years 
ahead with a view to improving 
the standard of living of the 
people of Malaysia so that all can 



have proper housing, food, edu
cation, clothes, transport and 
health-care. Only then would we 
have met the target of Vision 
2020. 

Dr M A Fernandez 

Penang 

LET US HAVE JUSTICE 

I now know that politics is a dirty 
game, but when it comes to the 
Barisan, it is a very dirty game. 
The Barisanjumped the gun and 
played dirty tricks during the 
election. The Election Commis
sion appeared to be cowardly in 
the elections and gave the im
pression that it was covering up 
for them. 

The various opposition parties 
were completely blacked out in 
the media while Bariasan mem
bers went about taunting, con
demning and ridiculing their op
ponents. They were blind to the 
beam right before their eyes, yet 
they could see the speck on their 
opponents' eyes. How cruel. 
How mean. 

All the Barisan politicians from 
the PM right down to the bottom 
should declare their assets and 
not speak of the corrupt practices 
of the opposition. They should 
clean their own backyard first. 
They allegedly went about brib
ing and buying votes. It was dis
graceful. Talk about being clean! 

To all those who accepted money, 
I say to them that they are a dis
grace, have no conscience and are 
simply traitors. 

We are asked not to be racialistic 
- yet our Deputy PM can speak 

Mandarin to win voters over to 
his side. Is this not racialism. He 
should be speaking in our own 
Bahasa Malaysia. 

I often wonder if the people in 
the Barisan have a conscience at 
all, and can sleep peacefully at 
night. Stop victimising. Let Ma
laysians have their freedom of 
speech, freedom of religion and 
freedom of the Press. I can go on 
and on but it would take too much 
time and energy (I am now 74 
yeats old) . I suggest that the 
people in the Barisan should love 
their neighbours and help the 
poor with proper houses instead 
of allowing them to live in slums. 
Spend money on educating the 
poor, and not on dams such as 
the Bakun dam. Our resources 
can be channelled for good 
causes to ease the burden of the 
poor. 

There is a saying that everyone 
is corrupt, but the incorruptible 
ones demand the most. Is your 
conscience clear and at peace? 
Let us have justice everywhere 
for everyone. 

So Barisan, do your bit and stop 
condemning, victimising and 
buying over. Be honest with 
yourselves. 

Francis Danker 

Butterworth 

MAINSTREAM MEDIA'S 
OVERKILL 

I wish to voice my disgust over 
the unfair tactics of the Barisan 
Nasional. It is frustrating to read 
of the pranks committed by those 
at the very top right down to all 
the stooges who go scot-free. But 
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the less privileged and the oppo
sition parties are the ones made 
to suffer. 

By now the DAP would know if 
its Tanjung 3 was a realistic at
tempt to change the state govern
ment of Penang or an attempt 
which can be likened to knock
ing one's head against the wall. 

Whatever it is , I just wish the 
powers-that-be will realise that 
voters can think for themselves 
and decide appropriately- in par
ticular, I refer to Kit Siang's at
tempt to unseat the Penang Chief 
Minister. Even Dr Koh himself 
had acknowledged that the 
Barisan Nasional government was 
not perfect. I, too, thought it was 
time to give credit where credit 
was due and not to get too picky 
over the imperfections of Dr 
Mahathir's leadership. 

But the way the mainstream me
dia and electronic media was used 
for the overkill really put me off 
and evoked again a repulsion to
wards the excesses of the ruling 
political leadership. Perhaps I'm 
an idealist - I cannot accept the 
last election as fair and just be
cause the opposition wasn't given 
an equal chance to contest on 
equal footing. 

Loyal Malaysian 

Penang 

GETTING ELECTED 
UNSCRUPULOUSLY 

As a first-time voter, I was thrilled 
about the coming election. As a 
citizen, I am ashamed over how 
the ruling coalition acted through
out the election period. I am 
dumbfounded over how unscru-



pulous one can get to win an elec
tion. This election has been an 
eye-opener for me; I see that 
there is no justice. This was an 
unjust election especially for the 
opposition who were like 
wounded soldiers in the battle
field. The injuries they suffered 
- lies fabricated against opposi
tion leaders - were worse than 
those suffered by wounded sol
diers. 

I would like to salute Uncle Kit 
Siang for his struggle for a just 
and democratic government. To 
all opposition members out there, 
you have done your best. Don't 
give up. You will always have my 
vote. 

julie Manickam 

Prai 

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 

My letter stressing the need for 
candidates standing for federal 
and state elections to have a high 
sense of moral values was ig
nored by the paper claiming to 
be "The People's Paper." Such 
values are of great concern to all 
of us. 

No one will deny that the results 
of the country's elections can 
shape the people's destiny and 
determine their welfare and po
litical future. As such, choosing 
candidates of calibre and merit 
should also be the concern of the 
so-called "People's Paper." 

It is in the interest of the public 
that candidates possess a high 
sense of propriety and conscious
ness. 

Confusion and frustration would 

prevail if those who have been 
elected subsequently reject their 
party, claiming that they no 
longer had confidence in the 
leadership of their party. Such 
conduct would betray the voters 
and make them reluctant to par
ticipate in future elections. Could 
we then blame the electorate for 
a situation created by a handful 

We reproduce the STAR report 
of 24 April 1995, which has 
been referred to by both 
Chandra and Mustafa, 
for the benefit of 
our readers. 

JOURNALISTIC ETHICS? 

In 'Making the News' (Aliran 
Monthly 15(4)), Mustafa Anuar has 
done a good job of exposing how the 
mainstream media betrayed journal
istic ethics in the 1995 General Elec
tion. 

However, by reporting only certain 
aspects of my TV3 interview on the 
Tanjung Bunga contest between Koh 
Tsu Koon and Lim Kit Siang, 
Mustafa has also failed to uphold 
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of unprincipled politicians? 
The nation having gone through 
so many voting exercises certainly 
has the right to expect a cleaner 
and saner election. Enough is 
enough. 

EeKim Chye 

Penang 

journalistic ethics. While the main 
thrust of my comments was the im
portance of retaining Koh for another 
term, I also lauded Lim's good quali
ties' and his 'contribution on issues 
such as public accountability in the 
Malaysian Parliament.' My remarks 
on Lim were perhaps the only com
plimentary things said about him over 
the electronic media during the elec
tion period! 

If Mustafa can lambast the main
stream media for its selective por-



trayal of Lim as 'a rough, rabble
rousing' leader, how can he indulge 
in selective reporting himself in or
der to clinch an argument? A person 
concerned with fairness and accu
racy in the presentation of news 
would have depicted my interview 
in a fair and accurate manner. Jour
nalistic ethics would have demanded 
that Mustafa at least mention in pass
ing that I had also acknowledged 
Lim's role in Parliament. By way of 
comparison, the pro-Barisan, pro
MCA STAR, in its report on 24 April 
1995, carried every word of praise I 
uttered about Lim. One would have 
expected Mustafa to do better than 
the STAR. 

Chandra Muzaffar 
Penang 

CORRECTING AN 
UNJUST IMPRESSION 

little impact on the audience. 

My primary concern here was to as
sess how the media, in this case TV3, 
constructed certain events to some
how fit into their agenda. In other 
words, the largely positive projection 
of the BN candidates, including that 
of Dr Koh Tsu Koon, and the accom
panying barrage of negative por
trayal of Opposition politicians that 
evening collectively overshadowed 
and negated the few good words that 
were said by Chandra in that inter
view. If I may reiterate, the major 
concern of the analysis was the per
formance of the mainstream media, 
not personalities covered by the me
dia! 

Chandra's comment that his "re
marks on Lim were perhaps the only 
complimentary things said about 
him over the electronic media dur
ing the election period" only con-
firms how successful the media has 

First of all, I thank Dr Chandra been in blacking out and distorting 
Muzaffar for having raised this im
portant point: It is indeed true that 
in the TV3 interview, he did man
age to say a few good things about 
Lim Kit Siang - that he had contrib
uted much at the parliamentary level, 
and it would be better for him to pay 
more attention to national issues and 
remain a watchdog of the govern
ment at that level. My failure to 
mention this was not because I ma
liciously intended to give the unde
sirable impression that Chandra had 
been unbalanced and unfair in his 
TV comments. 

What I was trying to drive at, how
ever, was to show that the producers 
of the TV news bulletin had their 
own agenda in piecing together and 
presenting the · news items that 
evening. The "good words" con
tained in Chandra's two sentences 
about Kit Siang were therefore made 
inconsequential and would have had· 

opposition views. 

The mainstream print media was no 
better. While it it is true that many 
of the newspapers, including The 
Star, did provide news about the Op
position, a majority of these news 
items tended to be negative- to the 
extent of trivial ising or marginalising 
any "good news" reported about the 
Opposition (see The Star, 24 April 
1995). 

Given the overall journalistic ethics 
displayed by the mainstream media 
during the last general election, I 
found that, in writing my article, it 
was quite an uphill task for me to 
measure up to, let alone surpass, the 
ethical standards that the media, in
cluding The Star, had set. It becomes 
even more daunting when we realise 
that even under normal circum
stances, the voices of certain groups, 
especially those perceived to be on 
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the margins of society, are not easily 
heard in the mainstream media. 

And, if I may add, when these groups 
do get heard, there's always the nag
ging possibility that the mainstream 
media wi II reconstruct or distort their 
opinions- as exemplified by there
cent coverage by Utusan Malaysia 
(17 June 1995, p l) of Aliran's press 
statement on marriage expenses 
among Muslims in Malaysia. 

Mustafa K. Anuar 
Penang 

IS 
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-Malcolm X 



INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

A SINNING 
SAINT 

GRAPPLES WITH 
THE LEGACY 

OF EVIL 

rriJ e are 10 minutes into 
~ the interview when a 

white woman, a junior 
member of staff, walks into the 
wood-panelled presidential 
chamber office carrying a tray 
with two cups of tea and a glass 
of mineral water. 

Nelson Mandela, debonair in an 

immaculately tailored dark suit, 
springs to his feet, ram-rod 
straight. "Good morning!" he 
smiles. "How are you?" 

"Fine, Mr Mandela." He intro
duces the woman, who says her 
name is Lenoy Coetzee. "The 
water's for you, Mr Mandela." 

"Thank you very much." 

It was not the occasion to engage 
in further conversation with Ms 
Coetzee but the chances are that 
she has been working at the 
Union Buildings, the seat of gov
ernment in Pretoria, for some 
time. Certainly since before Mr 
Mandela's inauguration as presi
dent on 10 May. 

In common with the vast major-
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ity of civil servants, the chief ben
eficiaries of apartheid's giant af
firmative action programme for 
Afrikaners, she will not be losing 
her job. For the natural courtesy 
the world's youngest 75-year-old 
exhibits in private has extended 
to the political sphere. It is the 
policy of the African National 
Congress, despite its landslide 
electoral victory, not to do the 
time-honoured revolutionary 
thing and replace wholesale one 
set of apparatchiks with another. 

Even the policemen who man the 
gates and check your bags upon 
arrival at the redbrick monolith 
are white. The pictures are the 
same ones F W de KJerk gazed 
upon before he was moved to the 
deputy president's wing; scenes of 
lonely ox-carts on the yellow veld. 
Mr Mandela's secretary is new 
(and black), as is his press secre
tary, and the flag behind the presi
dential desk has changed, but a 
big bronze shield bearing white 
South Africa's ancient motto - ex 
unitate vires - remains on the of
fice wall. 

Had he not thought of taking the 
shield down? 

"We have to bring about a lot of 
changes in this country from the 
point of view of symbols; the 
names of cities, towns, airports, 
buildings, roads. But this is not 
something that must be done 
piecemeal. The offices where we 
are, the cabinet room here, the 
parliament where we met: these 



are the places where the most 
diabolical policies were hatched 
and if we are going to be consis
tent we ought not to be meeting 
here, we ought not to be meeting 
in that parliament, we ought to 
be meeting in the open veld. We 
have to sit down to work out a 
plan and now as the builders of 
the new South Africa we have to 
be alive to the sensibilities of the 
other group that has now lost 
power." 

Mr Mandela said he was particu
larly disturbed by a decision 
taken at a meeting he was unable 
to attend to change the name of 
the Verwoerd Building- the gov
ernment headquarters in Cape 
Town named after the National 
Party prime minister who, more 
zealously than any other, en
forced the ideology of apartheid. 

"You see, Verwoerd's grandson 
is in the movement [the ANC] 
now and his wife is in parliament. 
However much they disliked 
apartheid that is still their be
loved grandfather and we can't 
be insensitive and just single 
them out. But there are certainly 
going to be changes and some are 
going to upset part of the com
munity. But they are inevitable: 
we must portray the true history 
of South Africa and that history 
must reflect the reality that it's 
not just the white minority who 
have contributed to the history of 
this country." 

In place names, as in all things, 
it is Mr Mandela's intention to 
find a middle way between black 
aspirations and white fears. His 
chief concern, he said, was to en-

sure that the government of na
tional unity should live up to its 
name. Included in the cabinet are 
the National Party and Inkatha, 
not least the ANC's bogeyman: 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi. 

Was not this the oddest collec
tion of individuals ever gathered 
together in a government? How 
could they possibly work to
gether effectively? 

"That question has already been 
answered. There is a new spirit 
in the country. At our first cabi
net meetings all the cliches that 
came up during the election have 
disappeared and people are now 
working out ways how to make 
the lives of our people better. 

tion of a saint. Some people have 
said a saint is a sinner who keeps 
on trying. From that angle, you 
may classify me as a saint, be
cause I have many weaknesses." 

Whnt were his weaknesses? 

"Others might be more authorita
tive in this regard." 

Did he, for example, not suffer 
fools gladly? 

"Sometimes I lose my calmness 
... There are times when I can't 
control myself, for example when 
someone asks a question which I 
think is foolish and shows some 
degree of bias towards blacks." 

There are of course differences How- I tried another tack- had 
here and there and the leader his life changed in the last 

· must always be alert to ensure month? 
that those differences are worked 
out." 

Mr Mandela's impersonal de
scription of himself as "the 
leader", his habit of speaking in 
the collective "we", his reluc
tance to use the first person sin
gular reveal his determination to 
be seen as the colossus of South 
African politics but as one more 
individual in what he punctili
ously insists on describing as the 
"collective" ANC leadership. But 
they are also symptoms of a man 
who has sacrificed more than 
most and is either unwilling or 
unable to drop his guard and ex
pose his inner feelings. Perhaps 
all saints are like that. 

Was he a saint? 

"Well, it depends on your defini-
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"Not much ... except of course for 
the little bit of pomp." 

The word was that he wanted to 
stay at his house in Houghton, an 
afflluent suburb of Johannesburg, 
rather than move into the presi
dential residence. 

Was that true? 

"I still live there and I wanted to 
stay there and to travel every day 
to the Union Buildings but the 
security people, as well as my 
c~lleagues like Mr de Klerk, said 
I should stay here, at the presi
dency." 

Might this curious nostalgia for 
something so recent reveal a 
chink in the armoury? Was he a 
sentimentalist at heart? 



"It's a house which I've lived in 
for almost three years now and it 
has got that family setting, you 
know, warm. I'm there with my 
grandchildren and the ladies who 
help in the home. And then 

to read what I would like to read. too. 
You know in prison - although it 
was tragedy to spend 27 years in Was he surprised at the degree 
prison - one of the advantages to which whites appeared to have 
was the ability to sit down and to adapted to the political changes? 

I 
I've got very good 
neighbours and the formali
ties that are observed there 
are not so rigid, although the 
police have come in and 
camped inside my home. 
Nevertheless, that informal
ity is there and I like to be 
there. I can relax." 

The grandchildren, of whom 
he has 20, offered the key to 
unlock the man - or at least a 
glimpse of him. This was his 
answer to the question 
whether he had been born a 
leader or had become one. 
"When I compare myself to 
the youth today there is no 

: comparison. They know far 
more than I did at their stage. 
My grandson, who is four, 
can ask me questions and 
know about things I never MANDELA :A saint is a sinner who keeps on trying 

dreamt of, even when I was 12 think. This is one of the things 
or 16. He'll ask me 'Why didMr thatlmiss most. There is not time 
de Klerk take you to prison?' and to read literature, novels; this is 
'What is theANC going to do for something I like very much. It is 
us?' and 'What has it done for the route you would like to fol
you?' 'Was it the ANC that sent low in order to develop yourself." 
you to jail?' Remarkable!" 

Before he embarks on the road 
~s grandfatherly pride bad soft- of self-development at the age of 
enecl him and it seemed like the 80, it is politics that will continue 
.Dl<)l\lC,..1toa;skwhatbewoulddo to consume his passions. When 

u:~li18MMJcl1ia.¢ 8frer - u he in- he says that providing jobs and 
JJ.I.!Clilit\1totlld- he b8d com- houses for the poor is his great-
••~~~ fi; e-o presidential est priority, he means it. When be 

tells the anonymous black masses 
at vastANC rallies that he loves 
them, be means it. Discernible 

• • - .. CCLI oflove - as com-
bltabilt dfstiiDt as it is sincere -

•••if*.·*e~~~~mm~whl•~ 

He was excited by the 
question. "You know, that 
is perfectly true. Yes. Look 
at the lady who brought in 1 

the tea. Look at this! It is I 
really unbelievable the way 
they have just adjusted to 
the new position. And you 
can also take the politi
cians, people like de Klerk, 
the way they have adjusted 
to their position in public 
functions. They do not 
push themselves." 

How did he explain it? 

"I think it is people, the na
ture of the human being. 
People want peace. They 
want security for them
selves and for their chil
dren. I think also there are 
many men and women of 

all groups who want to contrib- · 
ute to the development of South · 
Africa and this is their chance and 
they have seized it. 

"No, this has really been remark
able, absolutely remarkable to see 
on television the Afrikaner farm
ers queuing with their black 
workers to vote and even chat
ting to them. It's really remark
able. He smiles and looks away, 
as if to savour the consummation 
of a lifelong dream. His voice 
trails otT. "Remarkable. Remark
able ... "a 



Aliran supports wholeheartedly the call for the removal of 
United Nations' secretary-general Boutros Boutros-Ghali and 
UN special envoy to Bosnia-Herzegovina, Yasushi Akashi, 
from their respective positions due to their ineffective and 
descredited leadership. 

Boutros-Ghal i seems inclined on protecting his own UN ten
ure and in pleasing his western masters rather than really 
trying to help solve the Balkan crisis and protect the lives 
and dignity of the Bosnian people. To be sure, he is not even 
a pale shadow of his predecessor, Dag Hammarskjold, who 
conscientiously pursued peace in strife-tom Africa during 
his time. 

In this regard , we urge all Malaysians to rally behind Prime 
Minister Dr Mahathir Mohamad in his criticism of the UN 
body and NATO for their political and military inertia over 
this explosive issue. 

Dr Mahathir's decision not to attend UN's 50th anniversary 
celebration party in October is therefore a step in the right 
direction. Equally positive is the decision made by the OIC 
contact group to declare the arms embargo on Bosnia in
valid so as to facilitate the self-defence of the Bosnian forces 
and innocent civilians. 

We would also like to suggest that a special meeting Of the 
Malaysian Parliament be convened to discuss this human 
tragedy and brutality in Bosnia and also to enable Malay
sians to register, through their elected representatives, their 
collective moral outrage and disgust to the international com
munity. 

In addition, we urge both the government and the opposi
tion to introduce a joint resolution to be adopted by the 
Malaysian Parliament, condemning the appalling Inaction 
of the UN and calling for the removal of Boutros-Ghali as 
UN's secretary-general. 

This collective action would also go a long way towards dem
onstrating the fact that Malaysians, irrespective of ethnic 
background and beliefs, can be united by the universal val
ues of human compassion and justice. 

Aliran Executive Committee 
28 July 1995 




