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COVER STORY

s the results of the
1995 general elections
unfolded on the night
of 25 April, it was
clear that the Barisan Nasional
(BN) had scored its second best
victory since independence in
1957.

II

It eventually captured 162 out of
the 192 seats in the enlarged federal parliament which is a remarkable 84.4 per cent of the
seats that were at stake. The opposition parties together had won
the remaining 30 seats (or 15.6
per cent). Thus the BN easily surpassed its goal of retaining its
two-thirds majority; in fact, it obtained more than a five-sixths
majority.
This is in sharp contrast to 1990,
when the BN obtained just seven
seats more than the two-thirds
majority. The opposition then had
their best ever performance since

the 1969 general elections by
winning a total of 53 seats as
shown in the table.

1990

1995

BN
PAS
Seman gat 46
DAP
PBS
lndependents

127
7
8
20
14
4

162
7
6
9
8

Total

180

192

Summary results of the 1990 and 1995
general elections

The BN's 1995 performance almost equalled the sterling performance of the Alliance party (then
under the leadership of the late
Tunku Abdul Rahman) during
the 1964 general elections when
it won 89 seats (or 85.6 per cent)
A/iran Momhly 1995: 15(4) Page 3

of the 104 at stake.
In terms of popular vote, the BN
increased its share from about
53.4 per cent in 1990 to approximately65.0percentin 1995-the
highest ever-reflecting a commendable 11.6 per cent swing in
its favour.
If we examine the detailed results carefully, at least five distinct features emerge: 1) the
BN's overall success; 2) the severe weakening of the DAP; 3)
the considerable decline in support for Seman gat 46; 4) the
strengthening of PAS; and 5) the
continuing support for PBS in
Sa bah.

THE BN OVERALL
SUCCESS
There are nine main reasons for
the BN's emphatic victory during this elections.

Economic Growth
As expected, the performance of
the Malaysian economy was a
very important factor in the BN's
electoral success. Malaysia has
experienced seven successive
years of over eight per cent economic growth. Such high growth
has virtually eliminated the unemployment problem. Today,
there are many vacancies unfilled
because of a severe labour shortage faced in the economy. In fact,
a foreign labour force estimated
at more than a million workers
is currently present in Malaysia
to sustain the economic growth.
Now both school1eavers and university graduates can afford to
pick and choose their jobs; and
they constitute the bulk of the
new voters in this election!
At the top executive level, salaries in the private sector have
risen at a much faster pace than
even the true rate of inflation,
probably higher than the official
pronouncement of about 3 to 4
per cent per year).
Even at lower levels, the ever
present opportunities for overtime work and/or second jobs
have boosted family incomes
substantially. Of course this
comes with a certain cost in terms
of longer hours away from home,
stress etc. But such costs appear
to have not yet risen to a level to
outweigh the benefits of higher
income.
Most economists believe that
Malaysia's rapid economic
growth is in fact due to
favourable economic policies put

in place by the government especially liberalisation policies towards both foreign and domestic
investments in the manufacturing
sector. The other factor that contributed to the rapid economic
growth is the changes that took
place in the international arena
especially the revaluation of the
Japanese yen and the currencies
of other capital rich East Asian
economies. This led to a large
flow of foreign investment from
these countries to South East
Asian countries like Malaysia.
How much of the growth can be
attributed to government policies
and how much to international
developments is difficult to ascertain. But it is quite natural for the
BN government to claim full
credit for the rapid economic
growth. Any party in power anywhere in the world would have
done the same. And most Malaysians have been persuaded by this
claim to give the BN a solid
mandate.

Inter-ethnic Peace
Since the end of the Cold War in
1990, the media have been focusing on violent inter-ethnic conflicts. In Bosnia, the war is between the Serbs on the one hand
and the Bosnian Muslims and
the Croats on the other. It is still
ongoing with no end in sight. In
Russia, it is the Russians and
Chechens. Most dramatically, the
slaughter that took place in the
conflict between the Hutus and
the Tutsis in Rwanda shocked the
world and many Malaysians.
The scenes of death and destrucA/iran Mothly 1995: 15(4 ) Page 4

tion arising from the inter-ethnic
violence abroad must surely
have had a profound effect on
the psyche of the average Malaysian. If before 1990,
Malaysians had taken for
granted the absence of inter-ethnic violence in this country, the
increasing violence in other
multi-ethnic and multi-religious
societies would have made them ·
much more appreciative of the
peace here.
The important reason for the
relatively peaceful atmosphere
that exists between the various
ethnic communities is the power
sharing arrangement practised
among the various ethnic parties
within the Alliance/Barisan
Nasional coalitions that have
ruled since independence. In this
election we suspect that this factor played a bigger role than
usual in obtaining increased
electoral support for the BN. The
BN also successfully portrayed
the main opposition parties as
extremists and fanatics when it
comes to religious and ethnic
issues.

A Higher Profile
Internationally
A third factor accounting for the
BN's victory is that, under Dr
Mahathir's leadership, the BN
government has been able to
raise its international profile particularly among Third World
countries. Malaysia's strong proThird World stand in many international fora and institutions
have contributed to this. The BN
government exploited this fully
in their election campaign. They

made it into a source of national
pride. It was a dominant theme
in all their advertisements both
in the print and electronic media.

Vision 2020
The continuous campaign for Vision 2020 over the last four years
tied up all the preceding factors
to make a much bigger combined
positive impact amongst the voters for the Barisan Nasional. The
vision captured the imagination
of many Malaysians especially
the idea of becoming a developed
country by the year 2020.
Vision 2020 provided a very
positive focus to their campaign.
Most opposition parties, in contrast, had alternatives that were
not appealing enough and with
the exception of PAS had not
campaigned effectively for their
vision.

Liberalisation Policies

foreign universities has to a large
extent removed one of the
community's major grievances the restricted access of Chinese
students to local universities due
to the quota system used in admitting students.
Second, the increased and regular capital allocations from the
federal budget for Chinese national-type and even private
schools has definitely created a
more positive image of the BN
government among the Chinese.
On top of this, the Kolej Tunku
Abdul Rahman fund raising effort was very successful. All
these effectively took the wind
out of the sail ofDAP, which had
always portrayed itself as the defender of Chinese education.
Third, the increased emphasis on
the use of English has swayed
over urban non-Malay middle
class Malaysians who until this

While the impact of the four
factors that we have listed so
far cut across ethnic lines, the
liberalisation process of the
BN in the past five years especially in culture and education has won over many
ethnic Chinese who would
traditionally have voted for
the opposition.
In education, at least three developments have had a positive impact on the Chinese
community's support for the
BN. First, the growth of
private colleges which have
twinning arrangement with

election had more often than not
given their support to the opposition.
Cultural liberalisation took
many forms: the more relaxed
attitude towards non-Malay
cultural events such as the
staging of lion dances, etc; the
complete removal of travel restrictions to China; increased airtime for Chinese language
programmes over TV and radio;
and the open encouragement
given towards the learning of
Mandarin which is in part
motivated by the increasing
economic ties with China.
In the economic sphere, the general relaxation of the many restrictions has benefited the Chinese business community and
they responded by strongly endorsing the BN in this election.
In addition, Malaysia's foreign
policy stand tended very often to coincide with China's.
Moreover, Dr Mahathir has
gone out of the way to cultivate strong trade and diplomatic relations with China
in line with his campaign
for the East Asian
Economic Caucus. These
efforts reinforce the effect
of the internalliberalisation
policies as far as the impact
on the Chinese community
is concerned.

Grass-roots Support for
UMNO

High international profile
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Since the split of UMNO in
1987, UMNO Baru has
been going all out to demol-

ish Semangat 46 (S46), the party
that was formed by former
UMNO members who were unhappy with Mahathir's leadership. This effort has been further
intensified over the last five
years. Attempts have been made
to co-opt S46 members into
UMNO Baru. The latter's control
over the mainstream Bahasa
press has been used to vilify S46.
At the same time, the periodic
elections for the various posts in
UMNO Baru at all levels of the
party has made it more responsive to the pressures from the
grass-roots. Another pillar of
strength for the party is UMNO
Wanita which channels support
for the BN from Malay women
especially during the general
elections.
In spite of the various factional
rivalries within UMNO Baru, it
has shown that it can close its
ranks quite effectively during
general elections. This has happened many times in the past.
Thus the continuous effort by
UMNO to develop its grass-root
support was a significant factor
that led to the BN's victory in
1995.
The six factors that we have discussed so far would have already
enabled the BN to win with a
two-thirds majority easily. The
next three factors discussed below show the negative traits of
the BN's dominance and its abuse
of power.
The Role of the Mainstream
Media
Of all the negative features of the
1995 general election campaign

on both sides of the divide, the
worst was the total absence of
ethics in much of the mainstream
media in their coverage of the
election campaign. They distorted and demonised the
opposition. They ought to be
ashamed of their role but they
won't be. TV3 was particularly
obnoxious in its portrayal of the
main opposition parties. The
issue of the media coverage is
such an important factor that
there is a separate article in this
issue of the Aliran Monthly that
deals with it.

Public rallies are banned but the
PM holds "Meet-the-People"
sessions which are fully funded
by the government. These sessions are one hundred percent
partisan campaign rallies for the
BN under another label. The BN
was able to hold many of its
meetings under the guise of official functions in public places
like school fields , school halls
and community halls while the
opposition parties were denied
their use. The most ridiculous
example of this was the Esplanade affair. (See page 39)

Abuse of Public Facilities
From the day of dissolution on 6
April 1995, in theory the BN government was a caretaker government till they were re-elected on
25 April 1995. The notion of a
caretaker government has been
alien to the BN in all previous
election campaigns. This time
around, that notion was even
more alien to them.
Right from 6 April, the number
of official ceremonies involving
BN ministers and state officials
multiplied dramatically. Opening
ceremonies of buildings that were
completed long ago as well as
ground-breaking ceremonies of
buildings which were half completed were all squeezed within
those 19 days. Right after nomination, the Deputy Prime Minister performs the opening ceremony of a low-cost housing
project in Sungei Pinang at 4.00
pm on the same day. The Prime
Minister visits Penang for about
36 hours and performs at least 6
official ceremonies -just a few
days before the elections.
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In all their travels up and down
the country, the use of official
cars and planes was commonplace. For example, the DPM,
Anwar Ibrahim, came to Hamid
Khan School in Island Glades
with his official entourage using
his official car on 16 April 1995.
In the course of his very eloquent
and effective address, he spoke
of Confucian values and good
leadership.
Yet he seemed to be unaware of
the hypocrisy. Here he was using a school canteen, the use of
which was denied to competing
political parties. Is this a noble
example of the Confucian ethics
that he was proudly extolling? In
this matter, the DPM was not an
exception, the entire cabinet and
state government leaders were
essentially acting in a similar
manner.
On this score, the PAS-led state
government in Kelantan at least
put up a semblance of understanding of the notion of separation between party and govern-

ment in its campaign. For example, Mentri Besar Nik Aziz
reportedly did not make use of his
official vehicle when he attended
his political ceramahs.
The creation of a moral society
is one of the challenges of Vision
2020. If only politicians had lived
up to these ideals that they were
piously proclaiming and observed the notion of a caretaker
government more honestly.

Unfair Campaign Tactics
Even before Parliament was dissolved in early April, there have
been a number of abuses. To begin with, the delineation of the
electoral boundaries for both
state assembly and parliamentary
constituencies had been made
with an eye to dilute the strength
of the opposition in many marginal seats. In addition, we had
many cases of the registration of
phantom voters which had been
highlighted in previous issues of
A/iran Monthly. The whole voter
registration procedure needs to be
reformed to prevent such abuses.
The period of campaign was
again very short. Nomination day
was 15 April and elections were
held on 25 April. If we excluded
these two days, there were only
nine full days of campaigning.
This put the opposition parties in
a far more disadvantageous position given their limited resources. To further compound
their problem, the ban on public
rallies was not lifted for this election either, though the communist
threat had disappeared long, long
ago. In general , opposition

ceramahs drew more crowds as
in all previous elections and with
them being disallowed the
use of any public halls for
their ceramahs, they ended up
using very small places like
coffeeshops to hold their gatherings. When the crowd spilled
over into the adjoining streets, the
BN accused them of holding
public rallies in defiance of the
law. The BN's dirty campaign
tactics literally resulted in this
situation.
Nevertheless, the BN executed a
well-planned campaign strategy.
The party had employed professional market survey companies
a few months earlier to identify
the issues which voters considered as the most important. Then
its campaign materials were
geared around these issues. The
BN's advertisements on the billboards, in newspapers and television were all slick and professional. To top it all, in Dr
Mahathir and Anwar Ibrahim, the
BN has two extremely effective
campaigners. These two
politicians are very perceptive in
sizing up the audience and
addressing the issues that concern
it. They are good in their delivery.
Given the genuine assets that the
BN has, it is all the more a shame
that the BN had resorted to many
unfair tactics in their campaign.
In short the BN's victory was a
result of a combination of many
genuinely positive factors, an effective campaign strategy and
many abuses of the government
machinery and the election process. Let us now briefly examine
the other four major trends mentioned at the beginning of the article.
A/iran Mothly 1995: 15(4) Page 7

WEAKENING OF THE
DAP
The catastrophic results for the
DAP was one of the most dramatic features of the 1995 general elections. Compared to the
20 parliamentary seats it won in
1990, it was able to win only 9.
In most of these nine seats, the
winning majorities were slashed
substantially. At the state level,
it was even more disastrous. In
Penang it went from 14 seats in
1990 to one and in Perak from
13 to also one. In overall terms,
the DAP won only 11 state assembly seats compared to 44 in
1990. There was a considerable
decline in its share of popular
votes from 16.5 per cent in 1990
to 12.1 per cent. What were the
causes for this shift in the fortunes of the DAP?
Five reasons explain the DAP's
decline in popularity. Three of
them were factors external to the
DAP's control. They were (i) the
good economic environment (ii)
the impact of the liberalisation
policies and (iii) the BN's control of the media. The other two
factors were internal to the DAP:
(i) a very ineffective campaign
with too much focus on Penang
and (ii) the absence of all-yearround campaigning at the grass
roots level. Let us now examine
these two factors.

An Ineffective Campaign
The DAP must have been aware
of the changed environment. Its
secretary-general, Lim Kit
Siang, expressed his fear of the

voters deserting the DAP as soon
as Parliament was dissolved. Yet
its campaign appears to have
been conducted in a very ineffective manner. The main focus of
the DAP's campaign was its
Tanjong 3 project to capture the
Penang state assembly. In 1990,
when the general environment
was far more favourable to the
opposition parties, the DAP was
just 3 seats short of a simple majority. This time around, given the
less favourable general environment, it was quite unwise for the
DAP to have gone for the
Tanjong 3 strategy.
Penang was unwinnable for a
number of reasons. First, for the
DAP to capture Penang it had to
receive some minimum level of
support from the Malay electorate to win many of the marginally mixed seats. With Anwar
Ibrahim as the Chief of Penang
UMNO Baru and a likely future
Prime Minsiter, it was a foregone
conclusion that Malay support
for the Barisan would be stronger than ever before. This factor
also would have influenced quite
a few non-Malay voters.
Given the political and demographic realities, it is a necessary
condition for any party that aims
to capture any state to have a
credible Malay leadership in its
midst so as to draw Malay support for its cause. In 1990, the
DAP's coalition with Semangat
46 went some way in meeting
this condition but in 1995 it was
on its own.
Second, Penang voters are quite
astute and conservative. They

like to have the cake and eat it!
They give the state vote to the BN
and the parliamentary vote to the
opposition and enjoy the best of
both worlds. The DAP tried its
best to counter this trend with its
"Don't Split Your Vote" campaign
but it did not work.

munition. It was used by UMNO
Baru to instil a certain degree of
insecurity among the Malay voters and thus was able to overcome most of the unhappiness
among some UMNO Baru supporters who were upset with the
choice of certain candidates.

Serious Blu11der: Chief Minister with Power

Third, transfer of known BN supporters to marginal seats has reportedly been going on for a
while. It was quite prevalent in
the Tanjong Bunga, Dato Kramat
and Kebun Bunga seats among
others.
Fourth, together with the Anwar
effect, there was also a quite positive attitude towards Dr Koh Tsu
Koon, the incumbent Chief
Minsiter of Penang. He is seen
as a nice chap though some had
reservations on his ability as an
effective politician.
Additionally, the DAP made a
number of mistakes in its own
campaign. The most serious
blunder was the campaign theme
of "Chief Minister with Power."
It gave the Barisan perfect amAlira11 Mothly /995: 15(4) Page 8

The DAP ceramahs were attended by large crowds but one
got the feeling that there was less
empathy for the DAP's cause this
time around compared to 1990.
The speakers in the Penang
ceramahs with the exception of
Lim Kit Siang and to some extent P. Patto, were quite ineffective.
They repeated the same message
regardless ofthe place they were
in. Pressing local issues like the
cutting down of hills and rising
traffic problems were not
given sufficient attention. For
example, in a ceramah held
in Pulau Tikus, the Midlands
project which had upset many
in the Pulau Tikus area was
never mentioned even once. The
project site was less than 500
metres away from the place the
ceramah was held!

To some extent, the BN charge
that the DAP was harping on old
issues was true. There was a lot
of talk of "Malaysian Malaysia."
But the NEP issues did not seem
to matter that much to the audience; yet it was laboured on.
Attending some of the DAP
ceramahs in Penang gave one the
feeling that they were preaching
to the converted and not making
enough attempts to pitch their arguments to the fence-sitters.
Given their limited resources, the
DAP's focus on Penang meant
that the contest in other states was
given less attention by the top
leadership. As a result, the DAP
lost very badly especially in
Perak where there was a leadership vacuum.
However, to be fair, most analyses of the DAP's campaign performance after the elections are
based on hindsight. The party had
an uphm task all along given the
unequal and unfair contest they
were engaged in. Perhaps their
leadership decided on this strategy to raise the morale of their
rank and file and to provide a
clear and simple focus for their
campaign. Whatever it is, the
consequences were quite disastrous for the DAP.

Absence of All- Year
Round Campaigning
While it must be acknowledged
that the DAP does good work in
parliament especially in raising
public accountability issues, the
party was unable to translate this

•

into votes largely because it does
not campaign continuously.
Given the lack of access to and
distortions by the mainstream
media, all opposition parties must
campaign all year round. In this
matter, the DAP should adopt the
very effective strategy of PAS.
Moreover it is more important for
opposition wakil rakyats to do
good constituency work. For example, the victory of the DAP
assemblyman in the Triang state
seat in Pahang in spite of the national swing against the party was

DECLINE IN SUPPORT
FOR SEMANGAT 46
It is obvious that Semangat 46
(S46) has been another victim of
the BN's onslaught. All the seats
that they won in the 1995 elections are from Kelantan. This
victory is largely due to the support from PAS, their APU coalition partner, and the influence of
the Kelantan palace. Their popular vote has diminished considerably throughout the country
from 14.4 per cent in 1990 to
10.1 per cent.

MAINSTREAM MEDIA: No access for opposition parties

attributed to his sterling constituency work. Good constituency
work would enable the party to
carry
out
year
round
campaigning on the larger issues.
This leads us to look into the
DAP's vision for Malaysia. Perhaps this is the time for the party
to take stock and re-examine their
"Malaysian Malaysia" theme. Is
it relevant to this and future generations of Malaysians given the
local and international changes
that have taken place?
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The main factor for their loss of
support has been the ability of
UMNO Baru to win back many
of those former UMNO members who joined Semangat 46
following the de-registration of
UMNO in 1987. It was not too
difficult for UMNO Baru to woo
back those wayward members
given the fact that it could wield
its power of patronage so effectively.
The shift in the policies of S46
towards a more pro-Malay

stance lost wha~ever little credibility it had among non-Malay
voters. The virtual breakup of the
Gagasan Rakyat partnership between S46, the DAP, the IPF and
Parti Rakyat Malaysia just before
the elections did not help its
cause either. Its championing of
the rights of the Malay rulers was
not a very popular move either.
It was seen as a regressive step
going back into a more feudal era.

enough to substantially increase
the number of seats it won. (An
interesting aside is that the PM's
own majority over his PAS opponent suffered a significant drop
in this elections compared to
1995. Our "free and fair" mainstream media somehow failed to
publicise this fact!). What are the
possible causes for this phenomena?
Victims of Economic Growth

When one looks at the trend, u_nfortunately it appears as if that the
contest for the hearts and minds
of the Malay voters is again back
to UMNO Baru and PAS. Hopefully there can emerge a third
force within the Malay community with more progressive
views.

STRENGTHENING OF PAS
Amidst the down and gloom in
the opposition camp, one party
can feel very satisfied with its
performance in the 1995 elections. Given all the obstacles
that it faced both due to
favourable socio-economic
conditions for the BN and to
the unjust and oppressive political environment it had to
work under, PAS actually increased its share of the popular vote slightly, from 6.6 per
cent in 1990 to 7.3 per cent.
The increase in support was
particularly pronounced in
the Prime Minister's home
state of Kedah as well as
Trengganu, Perlis and even in
some parts of Pahang. However, the swing was not big

While the economic growth has
brought many benefits, it also affected certain groups negatively.
For example, land belonging to
many citizens was acquired under the Land Acquisition Act and
turned over to private commercial enterprises by a number of
state governments. The Kerpan
case highlighted a few months
agoinAliranMonthly 1995:15.1
is a case in point. The fear of losing one's land has a powerful im-

pact on the psyche of peasant
communities. As such, this issue
was exploited by PAS effectively
against UMNO Baru. In the end,
UMNO Baru was compelled to
talk about revising the Land Acquisition Act to overcome some
of the negative effects.
Rapid economic growth rates
also leads to negative redistribution effects. The gap between the
poor and the rich gets wider even
if in absolute terms the poor are
better off than before. But it is
the relative wealth or relative
poverty that matters to most
people.
Emphasis on economic growth
and the consequent stress on
materialistic life-styles that
come with rapid modernisation
also provokes a backlash. And
PAS with its spiritual message
was able to benefit from such
backlash. These are all factors
that PAS had little to do with.
The victims of growth could
have gone to Semangat 46
instead of PAS. That they
did not was because of the
internal strengh of PAS.
Internal Strength of PAS

-~

.
NIK AZIZ: Exemplary life-style
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More than anything, PAS
alone among opposition parties has strengthened itself
internally in the last decade
or so. First, just as UMNO
Baru has Mahathir and
Anwar, PAS has its Nik
Aziz, the Menteri Besar of
Kelantan. Here is a man
whose simplicity in his lifestyle is legendary. Many
Kelantanese are proud to

mention that he still lives in his
simple rumah papan (wooden
house). He did not use his official car for party political campaigns and this fact was shrewdly
highlighted by PAS in many of
its ceramahs. He queues up with
the ordinary citizens of Kelantan
to see his doctor! He is drawing
only a part of the salary and allowances he is entitled to. No
amount of smearing by TV3 or
Utusan Malaysia seemed to
affect the image ofTok Guru Nik
Aziz. His exemplary life-style in
contrast to the lavish life-styles
of UMNO Baru leaders had a
profound impact on rural voters.
Second, PAS in its campaigns attempts to gain as much sympathy as possible by portraying itself as a victim of the BN's oppressive measures. And to some
extent they are correct. Other opposition parties also do this but
it has more impact on the PAS audience because of the third factor.
As far as PAS leaders are concerned, election campaign periods are five-years-long. They
hold ceramahs all year round.
They prepare their supporters to
withstand the negative influence
of the BN controlled mainstream
media. They use all sorts of techniques to overcome the restrictive
atmosphere they work under. For
example, they use audio tapes to
propagate the message of the
leaders among their distant supporters. In general, they have a
strong commitment to their cause

which inspires them to work
continuous] y.
Fourth and most important is the
fact that PAS too has a strong and
powerful vision for the future that
is deeply rooted in Islam. It is a
distinct alternative to Barisan's
Vision 2020 which is derided as
secular by PAS. Its impact is
powerful and immediate especially on those who are disillusioned with the unbridled materialism that is associated with the
Barisan.

CONTINUING SUPPORT
FOR PBS IN SABAH

Muslim Bumiputra voters.
Those Kadazan leaders who
defected to the BN were
punished by the voters.
This support for the PBS is
largely due to the alienation of a
significant segment of Sabahans
who feel that the federal government is exerting too much dominance over their lives. It is also
to some extent a note of protest
against the injustice of the February 1993 state elections, which
robbed them of a legitimately
elected state government.

CONCLUSION
When the PBS was robbed of its
victory in the Sabah state elections held in February 1993 by
defections that were doctored by
the BN, many thought the days
of the PBS were numbered.
Many of their big guns in the
party including Dr. Jeffery
Kitingan, the brother of Pairin
Kitingan, the PBS chief, joined
in the stampede towards the BN.
The outcome of the 1995 parliamentary elections for Sabah has
shown clearly that the PBS is still
a force to be reckoned with. It
won 8 of the 20 seats in Sabah
and it could have won two more
if not for the splitting of votes
among the opposition parties.
The results have demonstrated
without doubt that the support
from the Kadazan-Dusun community for PBS is solid.
It also has regained some support from Chinese voters and
in some areas even from

A/iran Monthly 1995: 15(4) Page II

In this analysis, we have examined the main causes for the BN's
victory and the relatively poor
performances of the opposition.
As long as the BN can deliver
the economic goods and abuse
its control over power effectively, it appears to be set for
large majorities for some time to
come.
What are the consequences of
the outcome of this elections?
Will the concentration of power
lead to more abuses? Will the opposition rebound from the debacle it has suffered? What will
be the role of non-governmental organisations in the light of
the apparent change in the
political climate. These are some
of the issues that will be addressed in the next issue of the
A/iran Monthly. 0

ELECTION FOCUS :

ISHING
ALUES
•
In providing an unprecedented overwhelming
majority for the ruling
Barisan, have the Malaysian voters chosen to
close their minds to
pressing social issues?
Have Malaysian voters,
by and large, sacrificed
values and ethics in exchange for the "good
life", ponders ANIL
NETTO?

n the night of 25 April,
as the general election
results kept streaming
in over our television
sets, it was clear that the ruling
Barisan Nasional was cutting
deep into "traditional opposition
strongholds. This result meant
that with the Opposition all but
wiped out from the various state
assemblies, the Barisan could
now do what it liked for the next
five years without much legislative scrutiny.

DJ

tidal wave washes away longcherished values
As Aliran exco member John
Kim later remarked: "When you
consider how power has been
centralised in the past and how
huge majorities in Parliament
have been misused, the fear is
that the Barisan's majority will
be used to enhance personal
powers."

ALARM
But it was not the annihilation
of the Opposition that triggered
the alarm. More than that, it was
the total reshaping of society's
collective value-system that left
many speechless. In a way, the
grainy pictures from our old TV
set that night symboUsed the blurring of long-cherished values in
Malaysian society. "Malaysians
don't realise that basic values
have been sacrificed," reflects another Aliran exco member Jubal
Lourdes.
When they did realise what had
happened - when the magnitude
of the Barisan victory became
apparent - it was too late. At
Fettes Park, Penang, the morning
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after, an eerie silence prevailed.
Only days earlier, the seabreeze had sizzled with anticipation. To their surprise,
Penangites had woken up to
find the Opposition nearly obliterated from the face of the
industrialised northern state.
"Everyone was walking around
with a long face in a daze," observed Fernandez, a resident.
"They didn 't really want the
Opposition to be wiped out.
They thought it was okay to
vote for the Barisan and for
development because they
assumed others would vote in a
strong opposition."
Long after the last results had
trickled in, concerned Malaysians were still grappling for answers. What kind of malaise was
it that could distort and numb
the collective conscience of society, that could blind Malaysians to the decline in ethical
standards in the country today?
What were voters trying to say
when they cast their votes so sol-

idly in favour of the ruling coalition? Why had they so easily
cast aside values which were enshrined in all the country's spiritual faiths?

"They were so caught up with
Vision 2020 that they were
willing to sacrifice other more
important values and issues,"
observes Jubal.

By voting the way they did, Malaysians were, obviously,
clamouring for development and
economic security above everything else. The message could
not have rung more clearly. They
voted for the party which they felt
could literally deliver the goods
-jobs, educational opportunities
and cultural freedom. To desire
material progress and personal
well-being is only natural, only
human. Most people, anywhere
in the world, would plump for a
government which could guarantee stability and development.

Although all eyes were focused
on Tanjung Bunga where Opposition leader Lim Kit Siang was
slugging it out with Penang
Chief Minister Dr Koh Tsu Koon,
the real showdown between two
contrasting value systems was
taking place at Lembah Pantai in
the Federal Territory.

VALUES SACRIFICED
But at what price? By wiping out
the opposition, Malaysian voters
had also transmitted an alarming
message. They were willing to
close their minds to pressing social issues - environmental degradation, corruption, social injustice, wide income disparities and
abuse of power - as long as the
economy grows phenomenally
and their individual interests are
not affected. They had proven
that a concerted marketing campaign through the media could
manipulate and tug at their emotions and shape the way they
think.
Undoubtedly, Mahathir's Vision
2020 had fuelled the frenetic
drive towards industrialisation
and materialism. The hype surrounding his blueprint had captured the imagination of Malaysians, enough to breach long-entrenched ethnic divisions and
significantly change voting patterns. Indeed, some analysts
believe the Malaysian public
voted overwhelmingly in favour
of Mahathir's emphasis on relentless industrialisation without
considering the consequences:

Unlike Tanjung Bunga where
emotions ran high, voters faced
a rational choice at Lembah
Pantai between two newcomers
to the political arena. In one
corner, emerging from the wilderness and breaking his long
silence, stood the former Lord
President Tun Salleh Abas,
sacked in 1988 because he dared
to stand up for the independence
of the Malaysian judiciary. His
opponent: a corporate personality
from the ruling coalition,
Shahrizat Abdul Jalii.
Voters had to choose what was
more important to them - the
independence of democratic institutions and justice as
symbolised by Salleh or the
vision of material development
and
wealth embodied in
Shahrizat. The result: a resounding 13,361 majority for wealth
and "the good life." The voters
showed that all that mattered to
them was the state of their
pockets - not the state of justice
and democracy in the country.
A SETBACK
Lembah Pantai was not the only
seat posing such a moral choice.
In Batu, contesting under a
Barisan ticket was Joseph Chong,
who had been convicted in a
Singapore court. As if that blemish was not enough, Chong had
further tarnished his image when
he abused a journalist with a four-
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letter word during the election
campaign. But voters didn't care
much about character and conduct - or so it seemed; Chong
went on to trounce Parti Rakyat
Malaysia's Dr Sanusi Osman by
a massive 14,842 votes.
In Kuala Kangsar, International
Trade and Industry Minister
Rafidah Aziz's future lay in the
hands of the people. She was
only recently embroiled in controversy after she had admitted
that her ministry had allocated
millions of shares to her son-inlaw's firm and to relatives of
several top Ministers. The
people's verdict: an increased
majority of 10,649 for Rafidah.
Over at Sungai Siput, Samy
Vellu was unperturbed by the
ongoing ACA investigations
into allegations he had misappropriated Telekom shares
originally allocated to Maika. In
the event, he saw his majority
miraculously multiply nearly
nine times -from 1,763 in 1990
to 15,610 in 1995.
So, does anyone really care
about justice and ethics? Does it
mean anything to us when we
read a report in the papers that
an unemployed man was jailed
50 months and ordered to be
given two strokes of the rotan by
a magistrate's court for stealing
a pair of shoes worth RM180?
When the elites "allocate" millions of shares - shares meant for
poor Malaysians struggling to
make ends meet - to certain
privileged individuals or
companies, voters rewarded
them with thumping majorities
at the polls. What does this say
about the Malaysian mentality?
Jubal
puts
it
in
a
nutshell:"People have accepted
that politicians can be above the
law as long as the livelihood of
the rakyat is not affected."
Aliran secretary Dr Mustafa

Anuar agrees. He feels that ethics,
spiritual enrichment and principles
have been pushed aside for the sake
of economic development: "For a
society that is attempting to be more·
ethical, the results are a setback," he
laments. Malaysians were so caught
up with "the good life," they just
couldn't care Jess about anything
else.

UNITY?
Ethics aside, some observers believe
the Barisan's overwhelming mandate augurs well for ethnic unity.
Indeed, for the first time since independence all ethnic groups are wellrepresented on both the ruling
coalition and opposition benches.
While such multi-ethnic representation on both sides of the Parliamentary divide ushers in a new era, this
multi-ethnicity alone will not guarantee genuine, deep-rooted unity
based on solid values.
Admittedly. the government now
enjoys the support of large sections
of all the various communities. All
the various ethnic groups now feel
that they share a stake in the
country's destiny - which is good.
Culturally, they now feel closer to
one another with common goals and
aspirations that seem to bind them
together.
But it's a strange cultural unity indeed - divorced as it is from the
noble traditional values we once
took pride in. All ethnic groups in
the country are now united in a
stampede of acquisitiveness; they
now share a common culture of
greed, of unbridled consumption.
They have fallen into the trap of the
rat race and materialism which
sounds much more palatable when
referred to as the much revered Vision 2020 and 'development.'
Because voters were so singleminded in their rush to get rich

quickly, they readily booted out the
opposition from almost every state
assembly in Malaysia. They were
prepared to give the Barisan a four
fifths majority in Parliament - a
blank cheque- as long as they could
be assured of prosperity and economic growth .
Yes, Malaysians trampled on spiritual values like honesty and personal
integrity. They chucked concepts
such as public accountability, democratic rights and human dignity out
of the window. They looked the other
way and overwhelmingly endorsed
the Barisan in Penang even though
the Gerakan-led Municipal Council
had dumped lorry-loads of sand on
the Esplanade grounds to prevent
opposition parties from using it for
their ceramahs.
They overlooked the problems of
those who couldn't afford proper
housing, decent health-care and
higher education. They forgot that
Bank Negara had lost RM30 billion
on the forex markets. They couldn't
care less that the Barisan had exploited and dominated the media as
never before with their crude promotional campaign months before the
election- while denying similar access to the opposition. They ignored
reports that wads of money were
dished out to buy votes.
Or, what is worse, did Malaysians
overwhelmingly endorse the ruling
coalition for the sake of 'development' despite knowing all this?
What kind of signal have they sent
to the top - that it's all right to do
such things and get away with it?

PERSONAL INTEGRITY
Certainly, we could learn a Jesson or
two from the people of Kelantan.
They did not succumb to the temptation of RM 1 billion in development allocations promised to them
by the federal government if they
voted for the Barisan. They proved
that principles and values, scarce
though they may be in today's world,
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cannot be bought and sold in Adam
Smith's free market.
As for those politicians in Sabah
who did sell their souls and betray
their mandate during the state election in 1994, they reached the end
of their sorry path. This time
around, voters told these 'grasshoppers' in no uncertain terms what
they thought of them and where
they should go.
Still, at the end of the day, concerned Malaysians will have to ask
themselves what will happen to
their struggle to uphold cherished
values. Has the light been snuffed
out? Should they just surrender to
the onslaught of crass consumerism
and materialism, and join the rat
race?
It's too early to tell what will happen. Perhaps the Barisan will utilise
its large mandate to really serve the
people and strengthen democracy.
And the Cabinet has got off to a
brisk start by stopping Tenaga
Nasional from raising electricity
tariffs. Were they genuinely
interested in the people's welfare?
Or did they back down from their
earlier decision to increase the tariffs in the face of mounting pressure from factory owners? The
Cabinet also appears to be addressing the critical shortage of low-cost
housing at long last. Much, much
more remains to be done.
The struggle to establish decent
values and uphold human dignity in
Malaysian society must go on, no
matter how disillusioned or discouraged we may be. A close friend of
mine shared these words with me:
"You should remind yourself why
you want to work ... for social
justice. I'm sure you'll find the reason had not only to do with hope
for objective change and' improvement' (in your eyes) but also, and
deeply, to do with questions of personal integrity, and beliefs and commitment." 0

ELECTION FOCUS : MEDIA

MAKING THE NEWS
Mainstream media stoops to new low

ike the last general
elections in 1990, t~e
recent one once agam
bore witness to the full
and unwavering support of the
mainstream mass media for the
dominant Baris an Nasional (BN)
party particularly during the election campaign period . .

II

Over the years, many of the approaches and techniques applied
by these media in their attempt to
lend political support to the coalition were by and large influenced by those of the advertising
industry. That is to say, much of

The mainstream mass
media played a 'great'
role in the recently coileluded general election.
MUSTAFA K ANUAR
probes into this and reveals how the media threw
its journalistic ethics to
the winds and contrived
and colluded with the BN
to ensure its massive victory.
the media coverage of the general
elections in general and of the BN
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in particular was about the "attractive packaging" and the "hard
selling" of the ruling party and
its candidates. In this connection,
it is a small wonder, then, that
the BN had employed, for instance, the expertise and services
of an advertising agency, TV AM
Advertising, to help it in .its election campaign (The Star, 615195).
Indeed, the popularity of advertising as a technique of political
persuasion had caught the imagination of almost all the parties
concerned so much so that the
industry had gained at least some
RM25 million from the political

campaigning in the recent general
elections (New Sunday Times 231
4/95, p.36).

POLITICAL PRODUCTS
ENDORSEMENT
In a society that is so used to advertising blitz and assaults via the
media and other means of mass
communication, and also increasing commercialisation, endorsement of products and services as
an advertising technique, for instance, comes almost naturally to
most Malaysians (including the
politicians). In other words, just
as an ex-beauty queen, a professional and/or some members of
the general public would give a
detergent or a soap their "stamp
of approval," so would, and did,
business organisations, professionals, associations, and other
indiriduals approve and endorse
unequivocally the BN during the
campaign period.
Thus, on prime time television,
for instance, certain members of
an Orang Asli community who
were interviewed by TV 1 crew
expressed satisfaction, if not indebtedness, over what had been
done by the government to improve their living conditions. In a
TV3 news segment, a group of
handicapped people appeared on
television to show support for the
Barisan Nasional government,
who they considered had provided assistance and development
to them and the country in general. This fits in snugly with the
image of "We're one happy family".

Under normal circumstances (i.e.
before and after general elections), the above groups normally
do not get enough media attention, if at all. Hence, the courting
of such marginal groups by the
mainstream media smacks of
crude and, indeed, cruel opportunism on the part of the latter.
The television stations also "sold"
to the Malaysian viewers the
glamorous "Vision 2020," which
appeared quite often on the TV
screen. In many ways, such clippings could give some inspiration
to Malaysians in general, who in
turn were expected to give their
nod to the incumbent BN.

In the nightly Malaysia UntukMu
programme on TV2 that was primarily hosted by the Kuala
Lumpur Stock Exchange chief,
Datuk Salleh Majid, many professionals, business people, academics, etc. were interviewed
and, through their responses, lent
support to the BN. To be sure,
these were people who provided
an air of authority in their
televisual exchanges and endorsement.
While
the
presentation of the programme by
Salleh Majid was generally somewhat unprofessional,
he
nonetheless appeared to have
"delivered the goods."
At times, such political endorsement became not only crude but
also threatening. On the night of
April16, 1995, a group of corporate Kelantanese who called
themselves Pakatan Anak-anak
Kelantan di Perantauan, or
Pakatan for short, appeared on
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TV3 prime time news. With
broad smiles, they argued that
they were willing to help develop
Kelantan, and of course, the ordinary Kelantanese folk, if the
BN managed to form the state
government there. They could
only work with the BN, they
maintained, because of its good
track record.
What disturbed and perhaps even
irritated many an inquisitive
viewer was that, why did this
new-found awareness (about the
so-called Jack of development in
Kelantan) and commitment (to
help fellow Kelantanese) suddenly emerge around this time after all those years ofKelantan's
"economic inertia"? At best, this
brand of caring attitude could be
construed as cynical; at worst,
mischievous.
The popular morning show of
TV3, Malaysia Hari lni (MHI),
unabashedly endorsed and campaigned for a number ofBN candidates, including two former
journalists with the Utusan Malaysia and the national news
agency, Bemama.
Like in 1990, songs on television
too made their frequent appearances in this general election.
This time, the television stations
had included a few catchy and
current hit tunes (like "I can see
clearly now") - with the view of
attracting young voters. Incidentally, one wonders whether the
authorities concerned had paid
royalties to the owners of the
property rights of these hit numbers which had been adapted to
local political needs and aspirations.

Newspapers, too, made their
stand during general elections,
including those which under normal circumstance would be reticent about many things Malaysian. The Star, for example, which
usually does not have an editorial
found its voice to endorse the BN.
Headlined, "In the name of freedom," the Star Says on April 18
(p.3), among other things, said:
"The Press in a democracy has a
right to decide and express a stand
in an election. Some publications
opt to support the BN; others, the
opposition. Each is free to make
the choice.
We have made ours; for at this
point in the history of our young
nation, we need to ensure continued harmony, stability and
growth."
While it is correct to say that the
press in a democracy has the right
to choose which political party it
wants to endorse and support, the
situation here isn't really "democratic" to start with, and therefore
doesn't really allow for such a
thing to happen. This means that
mainstream media in Malaysia,
for reasons of ownership and control, do not have the liberty to
choose which political party
(other than the BN, i.e .. ) it
favours. What we have are, apart
from a number of marginal weeklies, party organs like Harakah
and The Rocket, which, incidentally, are not dailies like The Star
ortheNSTand whose circulations
are strictly limited by law to party
membership only. In other words,
one simply cannot make _a comparison between say, Utusan
Malaysia and Harakah.

It is also pertinent to point out here
that while dailies like The Star do
not carry editorials under normal
circumstances, they nonetheless
do have their own political preferences or philosophies which are
normally reflected in the way, for
example, they present their front
pages; choose news items; select
photographs and letters; and edit
their news.
Of course, endorsement could
also take on a negative form. For
instance, the television stations,
particularly TV3, gave wide coverage to a number of disgruntled,
former members of the opposition parties. The former DAP national organising secretary, Hu
Sepang, for instance, expressed
rather passionately his criticism
of the party's secretary general,
Lim Kit Siang. Similar media attention was given to the Negeri
Sembilan DAP vice chairman, Hj.
Abdul MalekAman, who decided
to resign from the party to join
the BN. Malek, too, criticised vehemently his former party's leadership. He, like many others who
crossed the floor, stole the limelight of the day. (Incidentally, the
opposite, i.e .. resigning from the
BN to join one of the opposition
parties, would not earn you any
coverage at all in the mainstream
media.)
In the newspapers, endorsements
appeared in various forms, subtle
and crass. At the beginning of the
campaign, for example, a company took out half a page of advertisement in the New Straits
Times (NST) (8 Apr. 1995) merely
to say "Terima Kasih" to the
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Minister of International Trade
and Industry, Datuk Seri Rafidah
Aziz, for having officiated the
launch of the said company.
While such an advertisement
may look innocuous in normal
situations, it however can take
on an extra meaning during
general elections.
No opportunity to endorse the
BN was wasted. For instance, a
fortune-teller's positive prediction of Penang BN's Koh Tsu
Koon was given adequate publicity by The Star on Apri I 21.
As regards radio stations, some
of the Radio 4 deejays, for instance, did in passing endorse the
BN. For instance, a DJ would say,
"Don't forget to exercise your
right to vote. Vote for progress
and prosperity," before spinning
the latest hit that would attract
the young listeners, many of
whom are first -time voters. This,
corning from the state-run radio
station, could only be interpreted
as subtlesupportfortheBN, and
also reinforced similar endorsements in other mainstream media. Even the normally less
political, privately-run Time
Highway Radio decided to jump
on the bandwagon and chose to
be "politically correct." In a few
of the snippets aired, the radio,
although in jest, made opposition
politicians concerned laughable
vis-a-vis certain "respectable"
BN politicians.
In this connection, it is pertinent
to mention that although the government did allow some radio
time for the opposition parties to
express their views through seg-

KIT SIANG: PORTRAYED AS
ANGRY AND LOUD- MOUTHED

ments at allotted times, this allocation was very little indeed in
view of the wide coverage given
to the ruling BN over radio, television and the press.
Political endorsement by any individual or body is generally
acceptable. It only becomes problematic when the mainstream
mass media permit endorsements
for the BN, and not those for the
opposition parties. In other
words, it is unfair and undemocratic if individuals or groups are
not allowed to freely endorse any
political party - in the full glare
and gaze of the mainstream media.

ADVERTISEMENTS
The more obvious kind of endorsement in the newspapers expressed itself in the form of real
advertisements, or more precisely, advertorials. For example,
the NST ( 18/4/95) carried a full
page advertorial with the headline, "The vision to achieve." It
essentially promoted the notion
of the BN leadership having the

vision to propel Malaysia into an
industrialised status. On the same
day and in the same newspaper,
another advertorial, with a general heading of "Countdown to
2020," carried a few pages displaying the nation's achievements. As a matter of fact, the
advertorial insisted that, "Malaysia is ahead of schedule." The
evidence given: [a] Sepang International Airport; [b] North-South
and New Klang Expressways; [c]
Menara Kuala Lumpur; [d] Kuala
Lumpur City Centre, (purportedly) the world's tallest building;
and [e] Westport superport for the
future.

tisements, the BN (or presumably the Penang BN) also
inserted little advertisements
from day to day in The Star that
simply asked the reader, "Why
Risk?" This was actually in swift
response to the DAP's "Tanjung
III" project to "capture" Penang
state. As polling day drew closer,
the advertisements began to
remind the reader of the "good
development" that Penang had
enjoyed so far undertheBN state
government. So , as the
advertisement prompted, why
risk it by opting for the DAP?

Advertisements, too, provided the opportunity for
the BN to keep its high profile so as to ensure that its
image stayed or got embedded in the people's minds.
For instance, in New Sunday Times (16/4/95, p.l2), TSU KOON: PROJECTED AS MILDthe Selangor BN took out a MANNERED AND APPROACHABLE
full page advertisement to
welcome Dr Mahathir Mohamad Billboards too were utilised by
to the gathering of the Pemimpin the BN in highlighting its past
Bersama Rakyat. (Notice how the
achievements and future plans,
people were put on an equal footparticularly the "Vision 2020"
ing with the leaders, at least at the
objective. Thus, political £ldvertime.)
tisements were seen sitting side
And on the same day and in the by side with those of businesses.
same newspaper, the Penang BN Most opposition parties did not
took out two pages of advertise- have the financial resources, and
ments (pp. 14 & 15) in its effort also perhaps the opportunity, to
to inform the people, particularly inform Malaysians of their poPenangites, who its candidates for litical programmes in this manparliamentary as well as state ner.
seats were. This was subsequently
MIS-REPORTING AND
re-advertised a number of times
ETHICS
in the same newspapers.
Just like the technique employed
by some of the business adver-

If in the 1990 general elections
TV3 was the avid proponent of
continued on page 25
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SAME OLD FACES ....
he new Cabinet has been described as a mix of the old and
new. We beg to differ. We think it
is much more of the old than the
new. Old in terms of the same old
faces, with some of them into
their fifth terms in the Cabinet.
Of course, there's nothing wrong
with being old except that it also
means pretty set ways and ideas.
And the fact that some MPs, who
have so clearly shown themselves
to be so incompetent have been
retained in the same portfolios is
highly disturbing.

The most glaring
case is the Transport
Ministry. Endless
fires at the airport, a
trouble-riddled RTD
and traffic jams all
over KL and the
same man is put in
charge. The message
we are getting seems
to be: Bungling pays!
It's enough to make
smoke emit from
one's ears. (Meanwhile, the MCA
president has ordered
all his wakil rakyat to start servicing the rakyat without delay.
He himself is getting ready for another media blitz on car-pooling.
Good Lord! More good money
down the bottomless pool!)
Some of those in the newlyformed Cabinet have clearly outstayed their welcome and would
have done the nation a great
favour by retiring to the comfort
of their home, or shall we say,
homes. The only "new" face in
the Cabinet is Muhyiddin Yassin
and even he is hardly new on the
political circuit. Even the second
tier within the ministries is pockmarked with characters who
clearly ought to have been put to
pasture long ago. One of them, a
Penangite, has been kicked
around like a football - from federal to state and back again to federal. And still, this highly-educated man insists that politics is
for him. But at least he has not
been banished like some of our
in-famous footballers.

UNG: STILL IN CHARGE
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HAS BEENS ....
Another chap, also from a northem state, had grown so irrelevant
over the years that nobody takes
him seriously anymore. In fact,
he was so desperate not to be forgotten by the public that he
would appear on some of the
most frivolous TV programmes,
singing pop songs and doing
comic sketches. The same man
has been made a deputy minister.
It is said that months before the
general election, he had gone
around begging any UMNO
Baru bigwig he knew in his state
to nominate him as a candidate.
Just as bungling pays, begging
also seems to pay.
Another old face among the
deputy ministers is so obscure
that nobody would have guessed
that he existed in the government
if he were not married to an actress (or is it a singer?). Yet another old face among the deputy
ministers is a chap known more
for his love for singing and playing the piano than performing his
duties. In fact, this delicate and
fragile-looking politician cut
down on campaigning (hard
work, you know) and took to distributing cassette tapes of his
singing. Are we electing our
wakil rakyat or are we electing
the best singer?
WINNING
PERFORMANCES ....
Actually, it is said that there is
an actor in every politician and
this could not be truer than during an election. At such times,

our wakil rakyat will be dressing
down and drinking tea at the
warung. No more zooming about
in posh cars, frequenting fancy
eateries or dressing in clothes that
cost as much as a month's salary
for a manual worker. Off comes
the Rolex watch or diamond
jewellery as candidates trudge
through squatter settlements
that they never even knew existed, courting the poor and
marginalised, whom they would
ordinarily not have the time of
day for.
Two elections ago, one particular
woman candidate who had taken
such pains to dress down must
have missed her fine clothes and
extravagant accessories. She
could not even wait for the election period to be over. As evening
descended on polling day, shearrived at the counting centre
decked out in all her material
glory that some of her own supporters could not quite recognise
her. And as a testimony to her fantastic acting, she won quite handsomely. I guess, not all voters are
clever people.
RACISM AND @*#*!
LANGUAGE •..•

tics does bring out the baser instincts in some people.
And talking of base instincts, one
particular candidate stood out for
his gutter mouth and colourful
language, threatening reporters
and generally acting like the mob
rather than a potential Yang
Berhormat. He also happened to
hail from the same ''multi-racial"
party as his ''Chinese must vote
for Chinese" colleague. His
behaviour met with disgust from
the public except perhaps among
his constituents who voted him
in with an overwhelming
majority.
All we can say is, his constituents deserve him with our full
blessings and they ought to be
prepared for an eventful and
@*#*!five years. It is said some
of these candidates fielded by
Gerakan are former MCA leaders
and members. In fact, the Chinese
chauvinism displayed in Gerakan
can be explained by the fact that
many existing Gerakan leaders
are former MCA people. In fact,
Gerakan could best be described
as a branch of frustrated MCA
leaders, singing the old tune but
with new lyrics.
PASSING WIND ••••

Those Jess adept at acting and
singing, resort to the old racial
line. For instance, a candidate
from Parti Gerakan, a party with
supposedly multi-racial ideals,
distributed pamphlets to Chinese
households in his constituency
stating that "Chinese must vote
for Chinese." His opponent was
a Malay and thischap'sracialline
appears to have won over his
middle-class constituents for he
won by a massive majority. Poli-

In that sense, the BN hurricane
that blew through the country also
blew in the riff-raffs otherwise
how would one explain the sort
of candidates elected by seemingly intelligent voters in various
constituencies. It was the sort of
political climate where, according to a disappointed candidate
from an opposition party: "Even
if the BN had put a monkey as a
candidate, it would have won!"
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Well, we are quite sure that all
the candidates were homo sapiens, but the behaviour of some
during the campaign seems to
suggest otherwise. Kelantan was
the only state where the BN wind
found little velocity. Nevertheless a certain well-known "gra shopper" there, who had hopped
from UMNO Baru to Semangat
46 and then back to UMNO Baru
again, lost.

1

As for the MIC president, he was
quoted profusely thanking the
Chinese voters in his constituency. He was also full of superlatives particularly for the PM.
This was in stark constrast to
1990 when wearing a sulky pout,
he only thanked the Malay voters for his win. It has also reactivated his gift of the gab. He advised his first woman MP to talk,
talk and talk in Parliament. One
wonders whether he is aware that
empty vessels also make a lot of I
noise.
Samy also wants his MPs to ask
valid questions in Parliament instead of just showing their face
and scooting off after an hour.
One wishes he would practise
and preach the same. He himself
rarely shows up in Parliament
because he knows he is a sitting
duck for the DAP. Meanwhile,
his deputy, S. Subramaniam, has
urged that living conditions
among Indians in e tates be improved. It's almost 40 years after Independence, and the fact
that Indian politicians are still
harping on estate issues shows
how abjectly they have abused
their mandate.

But not everyone was as happy
as the MIC president when the
Cabinet line-up was announced.
The former MB of Johor was a
very sad man. Apparently, he had
expected something cushy like
Finance or MITI. Can't blame
him if he feels like a bola sepak
right now. However, a Malay paper aligned to Anwar published a
face-saving (for Muhyiddin) article detailing how important the
Youth and Sports Ministry was
in the country's scheme of things
and why Muhyiddin is the right
man for the big job.

MUHYIDDIN: THE NEW YOUTH AND
SPORTS MINISTER

TRIMMED TO SIZE ••••
His "boss" was perhaps even
more dejected. Apart from
Muhyiddin, none of his "boys"
got into the Cabinet, while only a
few were made deputy ministers,
One of his most loyal, but unpopular, lieutenants ended up a
very disappointed deputy minister in the PM's Department (what
on earth do OMs in the PM's

Department do, 011e wonders?).
Itseemsthiscbapbadactuallyexpected to be midi either deputy
minister ofEducatlon or Finance.
The MB of Selaagor, earlier
tipped for a Federal post must
have fallen on his' knees, thanking his lucky starsfordeciding to
stick to his state seat where he was
returned unopposed. Otherwise,
he might have eaded up in some
dubious minisuy tike National
Unity and Co1JU'IJhility Development. But then apin he might
have learnt something there considering that he hu been associated with some of the worst racist remarks in reeent Malaysian
history.
In fact, many oflfj,se "boys" had
gone into the electOral fray on the
understanding that they would
end up a minister or deputy
minister. One of them - a former
topgun journalist who ad
expected to be made at least a
deputy minister - ended up
empty-handed. He is said to be in
debt and borrowing money from
friends to pay for all the money
he had to spend to win. Bet he
now wishes he had stuck to
writing.
Those reading between the lines
of the Cabinet line-up find it to
be a clear statement from Dr M
that he is still fhmly in charge,
that even though he regards
Anwar as the heir-apparent, he
has no intention of letting his
deputy run things the way he has
been doing since his glorious (not
in a moral sense) victory over
Ghafar Baba. One cannot help but
agree.
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Most deputies to the chief executive would know better than
to try to eclipse their bosses but
not this one, it seems, given the
way he has been making headlines that are bigger than his
boss' and making statements on
all manner of issues, some of
which contradict those issued by
his boss. But then, not all deputies to the chief executive- even
in evil America - have the sort
of control over the media that
this one enjoys.

DARK HORSE ....
However, others feel that the
placing of the much more
worldly Najib Razak in the Education portfolio is a sign from
Mahathir that the ink on the line

We are, of course, not insinuating anything about the other
Ministers, but the awful truth is
that there are very few Malaysians today who stiU believe that
people go into politics to serve
the people. As for the creation
of the new Ministry of Entrepreneur Development, suffice to
say that it has been nicknamed
the ''Gravy Ministry." We'll

leave it to you to find out for
yourselves why in time to come.
It is said that Anwar more or less
realised what his No. 1 had in
mind when he saw the candidate
line-up. Notably absent were
names closely loyal and associated with Anwar. These included
key ex-Abim leaders, who had
ostensibly resigned their Abim
posts last year in anticipation of
being selected. They were intended, it was then said, for the
very top post of several states,
notably Johor, Malacca, Perlis
and Kelantan (they had actually
thought they could get Kelantan).
After the 1993 UMNO Baru elections, Anwar realised that anyone
who wishes to secure the votes
from the delegates to the UMNO
Baru general assembly needed
the cooperation of the MB of each
state. And what better way to do
that than to ensure that your own
boy is sitting in the MB's chair.
But now, it is clear that Dr M has
his own ideas about who ought
to be MB and the status quo for
the moment is a sign that he is in
serious contemplation about candidates for this very important
post. The make-up of the Cabinet means that the UMNO Baru
election due next year may not
be as predictable as previously
expected. The equation has
changed somewhat and it will be
interesting to see the new configurations taking place.

who had thrown their 101 per
cent support behind Anwar's
Wawasan Team (does it still exist since one of the key figures
has fallen out of the line of vision) in 1993 would be rewarded.
They are even alleging that the
way things have turned out can
be attributed to the "invisible
hand" (not Adam Smith's). Perhaps this could be due to the fact
that certain UMNO Baru candidates who ended up in cushy
posts were quoted as thanking
Daim Zainuddin.
At the same time, there are also
people who are happy with the
new equation for it seems that
Anwar's boys have grown quite
unbearable, not to mention arrogant about who they are and
what they ought to get. As such,
if Lim kit Siang is "Robocop"
then Mahathir must be the
"Equaliser". In fact, Mahathir's
domestic image has never looked
better than now. If only he could
control his own boys, namely
Mirzan, Mukhriz and Mokhzani.
His three sons reportedly hold
shares or are directors in a dizzying string of companies. Mirzan
has interests in 98 companies,
Mokhzani 48 companies and
Mukhriz 67 companies. Imagine,
if each company paid each of
them directors' fees, they would
each be earning substantial
amounts every month. And for
doing what? For being the PM's
sons?

HOT, HOT, HOT ••••
TWISTED LOGIC ••••
Anwar's boys are said to be furious about the Cabinet line-up.
After all, this election was supposed to be the one where those

Dr M's double standards can be
glaring. Over TV just the other
day, he gave the all-clear to the

A/iran Monthly /995: 15(4) Page 22

wakil rakyat who had a criminal
record. It was committed overseas so it was okay, he said.
That's true under existing election law, but when asked whether
this would affect the standing of
the BN in the eyes of the people,
he gave a firm no. How interesting! Does that mean a rapist,
child abuser and cheat is still fit
to be a wakil rakyat here as long
as the act is committed beyond
Malaysian shores?

In the same breath, he took a pot
shot at an opposition politician
who had earlier managed to keep
his seat when the courts fined
him less than RM2,00Q. The
PM's comment about the judgement borders on contempt of
court. Now, this is not good, not
especially when several political
parties, including UMNO Baru,
are preparing to challenge the
election law in court. If the PM
wishes to play politics, he should
just keep to the political playing
field. He should not trespass into
the highstand of the judiciary.
But far more disturbing were the
PM's comments about PAS
which, whatever its brand of
politics, is a legitimate political
party. PAS, the UMNO Baru
president declared, is like
another Al-Arqam and may even
resort to violence. As such,
"UMNO Baru is responsible to
bring them back to the right
path". The words are frightening
to say the least. Is he hinting that
the BN government may soon
crack the ISA whip on PAS? Is
UMNO Baru
genuinely
concerned about Islam or is it just
sore that it did not win back
Kelantan? Perhaps it is frustrated

that unlike those cheap politicians
from the Land Below the Wind,
PAS politicians cannot be bought
with the mighty ringgit. It's just
as we suspected- absolute power
corrupts absolutely, expect that
we did not expect it to be exercised so soon after getting our
mandate.

rich and famous group who have
made their fortunes thanks in no
small way to their political connections. It is difficult to see how
the simple and religious folks in
the Kelantan countrside can relate to urban entrepreneurs who
so clearly belong to another world
known as Klang Valley.

MIXING POLITICS AND
RELIGION? ....

HA!HA!HA! ....

Connected too to the subject of
double standards is the surprise
contest of the former Pusat Islam
DG in the general election. The
DG stood and won in a state seat
in Kelantan under the BN umbrella. Now we understand why
he was beginning to sound like a
politician on a variety of issues
ranging from Al-Arqam to PAS.
He was just another ambitious
politician posing as a government
servant. One wonders whether he
is perhaps also marrying politics
and religion just the way NikAziz
of PAS is doing and which
UMNO Baru claims is wrong?
UMNO Baru won more seats in
Kelantan than most people expected. And why not, considering the handouts and lavish
promises made? One of the more
questionable moves on the part
of the BN to win over
Kelantanese was the way a
certain high-powered group of
Kelantanese entrepreneurs
pledged to return to develop
(some think the word ought to be
exploit) the state if BN won.
The results show that the locals
were not very impressed with this

An amusing incident during the
general election was the way a
BN candidate in Penang assumed
herself the winner somewhat prematurely was carried shoulderhigh by h~r even more
presumptious colleagues and
even gave a victory speech that
went something like ... "it takes a
woman to defeat the Tiger of Jelutong ... "and ended up the loser,
while the Tiger of Jelutong had
the last laugh though not to her
face since he is one of the few
gentlemen left in politics. If only
there were more ladies in politics
too .... The incident was perhaps
a more laughable example of how
you can win and yet lose in an
election.
The less laughable example of
how you can win an election and
yet lose the state is of course the
case of the PBS in Sabah. However, the PBS, in attempting to
make inroads in Penang this time,
ended up a laughing stock. It
teamed up apparently with some
of the most dubious characters in
the state, including a has-been
politician now running a tuition
centre and a former government
servant who allegedly had such a
notorious reputation when in of-
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fice that he was forced to resign.
It's obvious Pairin is way out of
touch with whe 's who outside of
Sabah.
But in the case of the contest in
Bukit Bintang, an area that also
encompasses KL's red-light district, it seemed like a joke in poor
taste on the part of the BN to
pitch a candidate, a veterinarian
known as "Dr Ayam" among his
clients, against the DAP. It's
quite obvious the BN was treating the contest as a joke and it is
but poetic justice that "Dr Ayam"
lost.
One of the biggest political upsets in East Malaysia was the defeat of James Wong , a man
closely associated with the logging issue in Sarawak. Wong 's
family is said to have vast logging interests in the state and in
another country, he would have
had to resign on ethical grounds
alone. But it took an election that
heavily favoured the ruling party
to knock him out. Even then, the
Chief Minister of Sarawak had
the gall to announce that the election results showed that the
people did not support environ- ·
mental issues.

GREED ....
And even before all that hot air
generated from the campaigning
could cool down, various state
governments are already
clamouring for more, more and
more (the other kind of four-letter words that wakil rakyat are
clever at). The state governments, with a better showing at

the polls, now want to expand the
number of exco portfolios so as
to facilitate allocation to the BN
component parties.
This only means more money
flowing out from the pockets of
taxpayers' into those of new and
unnecessary exco members. The
attempt to create new posts is
meant at pacifying the component
parties rather than improving efficiency or responsibility. After
all, everyone knows that the real
work is by the civil service in each
state rather than the politicians.
It would appear that our fears
about abuse of power with the
BN's overwhelming majority are
not unfounded.
And if this was not enough, the
former MP ofBukit Bintang Lee
Lam Thye decided to chip in his
two-sen worth of ideas about how
the government could spend
money. He suggested that the
government set up a new Ministry
of Urban Development. The poor
man, his brains must have fogged
up since his dedicated days in
Bukit Bintang. (Hopefully, his
successor won't follow the same
foggy track should he end up disqualified now that the BN is planning to dispute his candidature.)
In fact, one of the best things
about the new Cabinet was the
obliteration of the Law Ministry.
The only thing one could say
about that is that it is a positive
step towards controlling inflation.
Still on the subject of money,
from the way certain campaigns
were run, it is obvious that scores
of candidates, especially from the

BN, spent more than the permitted RMSO,OOO. The poor PM!
There goes his zero inflation
dream! One state candidate, said
to be an insurance salesman, lined
the roads in his constituency with
such a dense display of posters
featuring his pudgy face that pedestrians could not even get from
one side of the road to another.
He even managed to instal lighted
boxes advertising himself as candidate at strategic road intersections. These alone must have cost
thousands of ringgit. How he
managed to get the authorities to
allow him electricity supply is an
issue by itself. If the Election
Commission takes pride in its
lawful duty, it should investigate
such cases instead of mouthing
the usual bureaucratic line: Lodge
a complaint.
UNFAIR ....

The Election Commission also
ought to investigate complaints
by the opposition that they were
not allowed to use community
halls for ceramah. Instead, these
parties had to hold their ceramah
from coffees hops, private houses
and restaurants, which gave the
police an even bigger headache
because of spilling crowds and
traffic chaos. However, these
government facilities were freely
available to the BN candidates.
Perhaps the most glaring example
of such discrimination was the
case involving the BN candidate
for Segambut, Dr Tan Kwee
Kong, whose father is Tan Sri Tan
Chee Khoon or Mr Opposition.

Aliran Monthly /995: 15(4) Page 24

City Hall allowed Tan to run his
operations centre from a bungalow that used to be a police station while rejecting the DAP's
application to use its youth complex in Cheras for a ceramah.
Tan tried to distance himself
from the scandal by claiming that
he was not the one who made the
arrangement. It's clear that the
son of Mr Opposition is not even
a faint shadow of his highly ethical and still respected father.
Likewise in Penang, every obstacle was put in the way of the
DAP-from the refusal to allow
them the use of the Esplanade
padang, which is, after all, public property, to any of the community halls run by the local authority. It was highly undemocratic, to say the least. One would
think that given the confident
mood of the ruling party even
before the announcement of the
election, the BN could have been
a little more magnanimous over
such a small thing. Perhaps, it has
to do with this thing known as
power. Are we staring five years
of arrogance and ab:Dse of power
in the face?

Unlimited power is
apt to corrupt the
minds of those who
possess it.
-William Pitt-

LUflllHUt:U JrUm puge 10

its own notion of investigative
journalism, the private station
pushed the journalistic frontier
further by pursuing what looked
like "provocative journalism" in
the recent electoral contest.
On 18 April 1995, for example,
TV3 showed in its prime time
news segment shots of DAP's
Lim Kit Siang speaking during
his political ceramah, angry and
loud- mouthed. Subsequently,
and in contrast, his political rival,
Penang chief minister Dr Koh Tsu
Koon was shown by TV3 to be
calm, mild-mannered, approachable and above all, TV-friendly.
In other words, the television station had chosen to select and promote those moments of Kit Siang
as the main characteristics of the
Opposition leader: a rough,
rabble-rousing style that easily
fitted the "power-crazy poli tician" bill.
Then came, in the same news
programme, the "live" TV3 interview with human rights activist and former Aliran president,
Dr Chandra Muzaffar in Penang.
Among other things, he said that
Dr Koh Tsu Koon should be given
another five-year term by the
Penang people for the former
knew the latter very well as someone who was mild-mannered ,
friendly and eager to consult with
people over matters of public importance. While Dr. Chandra sincerely meant what he said of Dr
Koh as a friend and person, the
people manning TV3 seemed to
have a hidden agenda, i.e. to reinforce the "niceness" of the
Penang Chief Minister so as to

further emphasise the "political
ugliness" of Lim Kit Siang. In
other words, the way certain shots
and segments were constructed
and juxtaposed suggests a deliberate attempt on the part of the
TV station to construct a certain
map of meanings to the Malaysian viewers.
As if by coincidence, the Malaysia UntukMuprogrammeonTV2
in the same evening also showed
Kit Siang in the same negative
light as opposed to the affable Dr.
Koh Tsu Koon. This play of
televisuc:.l contrasts suggests a
mastery of the art by both the TV
stations during the campaign period.
Given this unfair television coverage, it was to be expected that
many of the opposition parties
concerned gave the stations as
well as the mainstream press the
cool treatment. In fact, they felt
that a total blackout was better
than the distorted media coverage. The situation got so bad that
at one point the DAP, PAS and
even Parti Melayu Semangat 46
decided to boycott and ban in particular the television stations - a
situation which prompted TV3 to
implement its "provocative journalism" strategy. Thus, the TV3
news segment showed us how its
news crew was asked, sometimes
forcibly, to leave the ceramah of
certain opposition parties, who
then were subsequently accused
by the television station of being
unduly uncooperative and of not
understanding fully the concept
of press freedom!
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The relationship between TV3
and the political parties, particularly PAS, worsened by 23 April
1995. In its prime time news bulletin, viewers were given the impression that a TV3 crew was
(allegedly) manhandled by certain PAS supporters after the
crew members failed to leave
their ceramah quickly on being
told to do so. The crew's videotape was apparently confiscated
by PAS supporters. The viewers were then shown interviews
with those crew members who
sustained minor cuts on their
faces and bodies. Subsequently,
we were shown a concerned
Mahathir who paid them a visit
at a local private hospital. It is
indeed greatly regrettable that
these PAS supporters had fallen
to the temptation of resorting to
violence.
As if the above incident was
not enough, TV3 again taunted
the popular PAS politician,
Mohamad Sabu, at theAlor Setar
airport for an interview. Again we
were shown how unruly the PAS
supporters were - after the TV3
crew initially refused to budge
and stubbornly shot the scene.
As a consequence, TV3 broadcast its interview with Deputy
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim
who slarnrned PAS over the incident. His sentiment was
strongly echoed- over TV3 -by
the NST Group Editor Kadir
Jasin, Berita Harian Group
Editor Nazri Abdullah, Utusan
Malaysia Group Editor Johan
Jaafar and the National Union of
Journalists, etc. This, they cho-

rused, was certainly an affront to
the freedom of the press. But,
then, isn't this kind of treatment
~y some of the political parties
hke PAS (i.e. to disallow media
coverage of political functions

erage. The viewers, in the first
place, ~ere not even given the opportumty to know fully what the
manifesto was about.

If TV3 truly has this boundless
energy to enquire and inIN PUBLIC, THEY ARE
vestigate, then it would do
DIVORDES. IN PRIVATE
itself
and Malaysians in
'
STILL MARRIED
general justice by probing
the Harakah report (21/4/
95, p.l) that the police had
found a printing shop in
Kuala Terengganu which
printed leaflets that accused UMNO Baru members of being infidels (po~itical sin of yesteryears
t.e.), and which would then
make PAS appear to be the
culprit. In addition, the
same inquisitive television
station could further investigate the claim by former
Lord President Tun Salleh
Abas (Harakah, 2114195
The hope of the Malaysian Chinese
p.32), in his maiden politi~
cal ceramah on 7 April
1995, that the Sultan of
concerned) similar to the one J?h?r had expressed regret over
given by Dr. Mahathir to certain his mvolvement in the removal
foreign publications? Are there of Salleh from his post.
double standards at play here?
~s regards newspaper coverage,
1t
was business as usual. That is
Furthermore, this "TV3-PAS into
say, much of the mainstream
cident" clearly illustrates that a
press
gave full and better covermedia organisation like TV3 had
succeeded in making an issue out age to the BN, with their front
of nothing and, to a certain de- pages almost always filled with
gree, diverted the attention of the positive news of the coalition. In
rublic away from the pertinent 1~1any cases, news of the Opposi1ssues of the day. TV3, therefore, tiOn was scarce and if reported
had set its own agenda. Put an- was inevitably tucked away
other way, TV3 can, and did, somewhere in the inside pages.
make or manufacture news.
BN political cartoons still found
In the evening of 21 April, TY3 their usefulness in a few of the
showed very briefly the unveiling mainstream press, particularly
of the Angkatan Perpaduan tow:ards the close of the campaign
Ummah's manifesto by PAS' renod. In the NST ( 18/4/95), for
Kelantan Menteri Besar NikAziz. mstance, a cartoon appeared on
Soon after, some of the negative ~he serious editorial page, show"responses" of the public to the mg leaders of PAS, the DAP and
manifesto were given wide cov- Semangat 46 queuing up to phoA/iran Monrhly 1995: 15(4) Page 26

tocopy their respective manifestos, _thereby implying that these
parties recycle their old manifestos, offering nothing new to the
voters.
On April 22, 1995 in the New
Sunday Times, the BN presumably took out two pages to display two different sets of cartoons: [a] "In public, they are divorced. In private, still married."
The cartoo~ tried to imply that
there was st1ll the unholy alliance
between two. i?eologically-opposed oppos1 t10n parties, the
DAP and PAS; and [b) "Promises". "Promises". "Promises"
~howed Kit Siang making prom~
Ises to quit if and when he loses
his Tanjung I, II and III projects.
At the bottom, the following
reads cynically: "The hope of the
Malaysian Chinese." Clearly,
these cartoons were aimed at
Chinese voters.
The coverage in the mainstream
Malay dailies such as Utusan
Malaysia and Berita Harian
were in the main equally strident
both in their support for the BN
and criticisms and attacks aoainst
the Opposition.
o
In conclusion, the performance
of the mainstream media during
the general election was on the
whole pathetic. to say the least.
For it saddened, and still does,
many a concerned Malaysian to
witness how certain mainstream
media could stoop so low in a
society that profe edly strives
to be more ethical and moral than
others. What's even worse, no
one with authority, political or
religious, apparently was moved
enough to dare or even care to
censure such misdeeds so as to
arrest this grave moral slide in
our beloved society. 0

JOHOR
SULTAN SEEKS
FORGIVENESS

Kuala Lumpur: Semangat 46's
Lembah Pantai Parliamentary candidate, Tun Salleh A bas shocked the au<hence who attended his maiden political ceramah on 7 April, when he
revealed that the Sultan of Johor had
regretted his association with the effort to dismiss Salleh from the post
as Lord President.
Speaking at a ceramah organised by
Semangat 46 in Lembah Pantai, the
former Lord President denied a newspaper report that he was dismissed because of his misconduct ...
What was even more interesting
about his speech was that he revealed
the attempt by certain quarters toremove him as Lord President.
He said when the Dewan Rakyat was
debating the move to amend the Constitution to remove the royal immunity of the Malay Rulers, the Johor
Sultan asked him to meet him at his
Johor Baru lstana.
"In the meeting, the Johor Sultan
openly asked for my forgiveness because of his involvement in the move
to dismiss me as the Lord President
in 1988.
"I told the Sultan that he need not ask
for my forgiveness, but instead he
should ask for the people's forgiveness because my dismissal had
jeopardised the status of the judiciary.
"His Highness accepted my advice,
. and he was ready to ask openly for
the forgiveness of the people for his
mistake in dismissing me as the legitimate Lord President.
"The Johor Sultan was expected to
apologise to the people when he was
scheduled to meet the Johor people
at the Istana later," he said.
However, said Tun Salleh, the gathering had to be cancelled suddenly
on the advice of the then Inspector
General of Police, Tun Han if Omar.

(Tramlatcd l'cniou of a report iu the /larakah headlined
"Jo/wr Sultan Seck\ Fmxil'l'lll'\.\ ", 2 I ,\pril /995, p.32J
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"If the gathering had been held, the
Sultan would have apologised to the
people for his mistake in dismissing
me as the Lord President," he maintained. 0
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CHANDRA'S REASON NOT
GOODENOUGH
r Chandra Muzaffar's
discourse on the concept of a holistic approach to human
rights (Aliran Monthly 1994
14: 12), in his reply to Dr Kua Kia
Soong's previous article, is all
very noble indeed.

Iii

However, I am still unconvinced
as to how Dr Mahathir can justifiably be invited to attend and
speak at the recent "Rethinking
Human Rights" conference organized by JUST.
The reason given by Dr Muzaffar
is that Dr Mahathir has taken a
strong stand for Third World
countries in their fight against
negative impact of Western global domination on human rights.
Thus, although JUST may not
have agreed with much of Dr
Mahathir's own human rights
record, his stand against the West
is enough to qualify him to be a
distinguished guest and speaker
therein.

To me, that is simply not good
enough. If merely standing up
against the West 'qualifies one to
be a real advocate on human
rights, then the organisers should
have also invited thugs like Idi
Amin, Pol Pot, Saddam Hussein
and "Baby Doc" Duvalier! All of
these characters have an excellent
track record"for openly defying
Western global domination while
safeguarding their own interests
and ways of life.
The only way Dr Mahathir could
have been justified in attending
the said conference was if he had
already taken genuine steps to
improve our own human rights
situation. Unfortunately, there
seems little chance of this happening.
Instead, as it now stands, our civil
and political liberty is at its lowest since Independence with no
signs of improving. Corruption
continues to reward and crime
by well-connected politicians
has flourished to epidemic
proportions.If only Dr Mahathir
spends a fraction of the time and
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effort which he does to criticize
the West in cleaning up his own
house, our society will actually
begin making real progress.
Only then can we be taken seriously by the international community. Only then can we be in
a position to lecture the West
(and others) on human rights.
JUST's own principle is based on
the fact that ALL aspects of human rights are important and not
just a select few. This correctly
implies that only those who
meet the above criteria can
qualify to speak at such human
rights
conferences.
Dr
Mahathir's presence was eminently unsuitable and is a direct
contradiction to JUST's original
principles.
Thus, until and unless we see a
genuine, all-aspect improvement
to our own human rights situation here first,Dr Mahathir cannot be taken seriously as a human rights advocate by anyone
at any level.
Mandela's Mandela
Kuala Lumpur

A Question of Betrayal
Following the recent election
and its outcome I must say that
the voters of Penang decided to
choose a government that was
stable and that they were sure
of. It was a tough fight especially
for our honourable member Mr
Lim Kit Siang who fought
gallantly until the end against
almost impossible odds. I was
therefore inspired to write a
poem to honour this man's
gallantry.

The Valiant Fighter
So was he the fighter
for liberation, freedom
of speech, freedom to vote
and freedom to choose our government.
He was our very own
Lim Kit Siang.
He stood up against the government
despite their threat to arrest him.
He stood for values he believed
in.
He uttered not a word of
· complaint against the abuse
hurled at him.
His only plea:
"Vote for me,
That I may bring justice to
this land,
That I may expose all corruption,
That I may give all men
an equal opportunity."
But alas who was there
to lend him support?
Even his most ardent supporters
betrayed him.
For gain and the fast buck.
He stood alone fighting the cause
of men.
To be jeered at for being the loser.
But alas for those who did not
even
have the guts to vote for him.
What happened to them?
They preferred to play safe
and wait and see the outcome. So
we suffer the loss ofa good leader
who has lost his spirit
For want of support
To go his own way
never to trust the
plight of men who Look you in the
face.
But cast a vote another way.

I hope Mr Lim, you will keep up
your good work and not let the
spirit of the moment lead you to
forget the principles you stand
for.

the public about these wrongdoings. It is also a lonely endeavour
with the bulk of caring citizens
lost in a fog of fatalism, passivity and materialism.

Dr Margaret A. Fernandez
Penang

All the best for the long road
ahead.

Election Apathy
Your cover story for the election
issue was a model of clarity and
incisiveness. I felt deeply the indignation and despair that permeates the article.
I come from a country that has
only recently abolished an inhumane and brutally repressive regime. In some ways I feel the effort to achieve political transformation in Malaysia is far more
arduous and disheartening than in
South Africa.
The extent of evil and the degree
of pressure building for change
in South Africa ensured that there
was a high morale amongst the
opposition forces - they knew
that it was just a matter of time.
In countries with a free press, justice is even switfter. An unjust
law or the misdemeanours of a
politician can be put under the
harsh light of publicity. As a result, rapid corrective action will
be taken by an administration
sensitive to public opinion.
Malaysia languishes unenviably
in the middle of this continuum.
The regime is benign, yet underneath the public relations gloss
lies a clique who are abusing
power for both personal and
party gain . It is a hard and
unglamorous struggle to inform
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Kevin Smith
Kuala Lumpur

Is there hope for Democracy?
To many, the results of the 1995
general elections were shocking,
especially in Penang. To many
others, it is an extremely sad reflection of the decay and sad decline of spiritual and moral values in our society.
During the nine days of campaigning, the BN candidates
strongly argued and repeatedly
stressed that only the BN can
bring about development; only
they can deliver the goods (taring and repairing of roads, lighting up the streets and clearing the
drains). Many other material
promises were dangled enticingly in front of the electorate to
solicit their votes.
It is alleged that hawking licences were issued to hawkers
without licences in Penang. At
one instance, flouresc~nt lamps
were fixed and power supply
given immediately for a group
of hawkers.
On the other hand, the DAP projected a truly multi-ethnic party
and promised a clean, honest,
fair and open government should
they capture Penang. They even
promised to appoint a member

from the opposition as the Chairman of the State Assembly Public Accounts· Committee. They
also promised that all their
elected representatives would
declare their assets to the public.
These promises were guaranteed
in their manifesto for Penang.
On 25 April 1995, the people of
Penang, after being bombarded
with threats that no financial aid
can be expected from the central
government if DAP captured
Penang; after being intimidated
constantly with the recurrence of
May 13 riots; after being enticed
with materialistic handouts; after
being misinformed and disinformed through distortions with
the full support of a coni ving media, gave the BN a clean sweep
victory.
If the people voted in such a selfish manner for material development without any sense of justice; ignoring issues of right and
wrong, where are we heading
for?
Are we saying it is alright to
abuse government facilities; it is
alright to be corrupt; it is alright
to be unfair and undemocratic in
our conduct; it is alright for relatives of ministers to be given
millions of shares at the expense
of the poor; it is alright to take
advantage of a teenaged girl and
go scot free; it is alright for the
victim to be locked up while the
accused goes for a holiday
overseas to recover after all the
hard work; it is alright to live beyond one's means; it is alright to
accumulate wealth that cannot be
justified ... ?

One may wonder is there any
hope for values and ethics in our
society?
Layman
Penang

Short-sighted Voters
The opposition parties have had
a devastating defeat and I can
imagine their morale is low, but
I hope they won't feel rejected by
the people, nor feel dejected. I'm
very sure their defeat was largely
due to a host of unfair election
practices by the BN and the mass
media and also in part a result of
the redelineation of constituencies.
For instance, many non-Malays
were put in Malay-majority constituencies even though they resided twenty or thirty miles away.
Similarly, many Malays were put
in Chinese majority areas. Many
might not have wanted to vote for
the BN if there was a 'choice'.
But to them, the BN was 'better'
than an all-Malay or an all-Chinese party. Such a mentality benefited the BN.
Chinese Malaysians have yet to
learn that it should not matter if
they voted for PAS or S46 (that
was what I did) while Muslims
must learn that voting for a Chinese-based party is not suicidal.
Unless Malaysians are united and
do not vote on ethnic lines, the
BN will always achieve 'landslide' victories.
I have even heard of cases where
voters purposely spoilt their votes
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because their favourite party was
not on the ballot form! What was
worse was that these were educated people. I consider them no
less than idiots.
Many short-sighted voters did
not see beyond their homes and
business premises. They did not
think about their country's future, their children's future.
Many Muslim friends of mine
said they voted for the BN
because they could
get
scholarships, permits, etc. Not
for a moment did they pause
to think - would they be denied
their scholarships, etc if S46 or
another coalition party came into
power? Did these people pause
to think how the government
had been managing our reso urces, how they have bulldozed draconian laws through
Parliament?
Now BN leaders say that they
are pleased to have a bigger
mandate. Yes, a bigger mandate
to do whatever they like and
there's hardly any opposition
voice to check them.
To those who voted for the BN,
I extend my congratulations and
I hope that you will rejoice. But
don't complain about any misdeeds committed by the ruling
party. Don't utter a word of displeasure if the policies arc detrimental to you. You deserve it that's your reward.
To the oppostion parties and
their supporters - don't give up.
Voter
Kuantan

BN 'Violence Causer'
Data' Seri Dr Mahathir may show
cause for concern over the 'trend
towards violence' during the election campaign period but he
should be more than worried that
it is his and his party's attitude of
arrogance and dictatorial tactics
which precipitate violence.
Furthermore. his unbridled run
for development without a sense
of concern for people's feelings
towards their heritage (land,
property) and a sense of security
and mo t of all a sense of fair play
being accorded to them, will only
frustrate and push the man in the
street, kampong and estate
against the wall.
So quit blaming others for the
violence trend, blame yourself
and your attitude!
'A.B'
lpoh

Be Above Suspicion
"Anwar 'dares' opposition leaders to prove corruption charges
against the BN leaders"- so read
a newspaper report. Perhaps it is
not so much the need to prove allegations of corruption but more
so that the leaders themselves are
above suspicion.
The article in The Star about the
Singapore government's actions
to ensure mini mal mixing of politics and business is a case in
point. Have we not reached that
level of development to require
this same degree of commitment
to integrity by our country's leadership?

Rafidah's son-in-law, and the list
of relatives of the who's who in
the political leadership of our
country who received the special
rights issue of the bumiputra
share allocation have become instant millionaires overnight. No
doubt, they may be eminently
qualified in their own rights toreceive these share allocations. But
my point of contention is that I
feel it is not morally right; it is
an abuse of the power to line the
pockets of thos~ politically
connected at the expense of those
genuinely deserving poor
bumiputras.
Loyal Malaysian
Bayan Lepas

Call for Basic Living Wage
SUARAM (Suara Rakyat Malaysia) supports the call made by
CUEPACS that workers should
be paid a minimum monthly basic living wage and that the Performance Appraisal System
(SSB) should be abolished.
SUARAM believes that all workers must receive a fair and just
wage that guarantes a worker's
family an adequate standard of
living. Hence, SUARAM calls
upon the government to adopt a
Basic Living Wage Act.
There is no Basic Living Wage
law in the country. Such a law
will make it compulsory for employers to follow a guideline that
will enable workers' wages to be
maintained and protected at a reasonable level, with provision for
an annual review of the quantum.
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The Performance Appraisal System (SSB) has been criticized by
almost all quarters including
CUEPACS. There has been a lot
of dissatisfaction with the
scheme. It is only proper to scrap
the scheme or to replace it with
another scheme agreed to by the
workers. The present scheme is
prone to abuses and corruption.
SU ARAM therefore urges the
Government to scrap the Performance Appraisal Scheme and to
introduce a National Basic Living Wage Law. SUARAM also
feels that there should be negotiations with all parties especially the workers and their
unions in determining the
minimum wage.
SUARAM further stresses that
all workers should be entitled to
job security, the right to organize
and join a union of their choice,
and to exercise the right to take
all forms of industrial action in
a peaceful manner.
S. Arutchelvan
SUARAM

My Concerns Have

Remained the Same
I refer to two letters in the AI iran
Monthly (1995: 15(2)).
Data Hisharnuddin Yahaya's letter (Chandra has "matured") reveals his own immaturity. A mature mind would have been able
to understand that my fundamental concerns have always remained the same- as when I first
began to articulate them in the
early seventies. The only major
difference is that today I look at

issues pertaining to the distribution cf wealth, democratic accountability, inter-ethnic harmony and religious reform from
a global perspective.
Wong Soak Koon (Going Upstream) has obviously misunderstood my reference to a ' hierarchy of human rights abuses'.
What it means in forthright language is that the rape of 50,000
women in Bosnia-Herzegovina
cannot be placed on the same
level as the suspension of a
publishing licence in Malaysia.
No one is suggesting that one
should not protest against the suspension of a publishing licence.
But to treat both violations as if
their significance is the same
tantamounts to a travesty of justice.
Chandra Muzaffar
just World Trust, Penang

Mustim-bashing- a new fad?
Even before the dust had settled
from the bomb blast in Oklahoma
City, the finger-pointing had begun in earnest. Is Muslim-bashing becoming a new fad since the
demise of Communism? The
hate-campaign against the
Middle-Eastern people in general
and Islam in particular, maybe to
some extent the result of either
prejudice or ignorance, or both.
The rush to judgement and reckless speech and hatred .. . lends
credence to the rantings of extremists. As terrible as the events
of the past week were, they
should serve as a timely warning
about the risks of excess - in language and in behaviour.

There is no room for terrorism home-grown or foreign. Similarly, there is no room for suspecting people simply out of
paranoia. The harsh rhetoric and
hostillity towards MiddleEastern countries and the socalled "Islamic-fundamentalists",
had grabbed centre stage during
the first few days following the
bombing in Oklahoma City.
There is a danger in such intolerant behaviour and the ready
willingness of demagogues to exploit divisions of race, nationality and religion for short-term
political gain.
All the more, it is an irony that
some of the leaders of Muslim
countries openly flirt in such
demagoguery, to please western
constituents for short-term political gains. Such open flirtation
with the West against the socalled "Islamic-influence", adds
to the paranoia and suspicions
against all the Muslims in the
West. They too are the "purveyors of hatred" against the
Ummah.
In the US we probably have more
than our share of gangs, paramilitary and militia groups crawling
all over the place and toying with
hate-mongering. The challenge
for the US is to deal with any
such threat, in a swift and severe
manner, but with unbiased justice
and in accordance with the due
process of law.
There are no easy solutions. But
what to do? The lesson many will
draw from the Oklahoma tragedy
is very well summed-up in President Clinton's recent speech: "We
hear so many loud and angry
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voices in America today ... [who]
leave the impression, by their
very words, that violence is acceptable ... to keep some people
as paranoid as possible and the
rest of us all torn-up and upset
with each other ... It is time we
all stood up and spoke against
that bnd of reckless speech and
behaviour".
It is high time that people of different race, nationality and religion, (based on Abrahamicsects) get together and discover
the commonality and goodness
in each other, rather than let the
misguided and hate-mongers unhinge the nation's soul and character of tolerance and respect for
human rights. It is high time
that each of us learn of the
contributions of each of these
Abrahamic-sects in the history
of mankind. Therein lies
salvation for all mankind. And
that would indeed be a great
memorial to the trag dy in
0
Oklahoma City. Let's hope we all
do. Ameen.
Muhammad Akeel
Sandy, Utah,
United States
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ELECTION FOCUS : INTERVIEW- A Quest for Justice
Q: What prompted you to go
into politics? Why Semangat
46?
A: I decided to go into politics
because I have seen enough
abuses and injustices committed,
which my training and experience told me to do something
about lest the situation gets into
an irreversible position. I could
have offered my candidature as
an independent or a member of
any opposition party, because I
think I am acceptable to any one
of them. I decided to join Parti
Melayu Semangat 46 because I
am a Malay and I agree with the
inspiration and the manifesto that
this party stands for. Even your
newspaper described me as a 'sarong party'.
The public would certainly wonder why a former Lord President
is prepared to come down to the
political arena. They must have
thought that something was
wrong with the Government.
Yes, therearealotofwrongs. The
Government has no respect for the
judiciary and the judges. It removed independent-minded
judges and replaced them with
those the Government could trust.
Tan Sri Azmi who is the most senior judge was not made the Chief
Justice ofMalaysia, for no reason
other than that he was one of the
five senior judges who were
prepared to hear my urgent application to forestall the Government
action to remove me. If I, as the

number one judge then, could not
have justice, do you expect other
people to have justice- especially
when they have to face the
Government as their opponent?

is not trusted by the Government,
who else can trust it? Can the
people trust the Government? We
have seen in the last few years
how the law enforcement agency,
the A-G's office of which I was
once a member, behaved
strangely and exculpated individuals from what appear to be
wrongdoings without bringing
them before the Court.
The Land Acquisition Act was
amended and used for the purpose of enriching the corporate
people at the expense of the poor
and naive landowners.

If I, as the number one
judge then, could not have
justice, do you expect other
people to have justiceespecially when they have
to face the Government as
their opponent?
Look! In 1993 the Government
removed the Rulers' immunitycompletely disregarding the constitutional and legal safeguards
which the Constitution provided
for them. My view is that this constitutional amendm~nt is invalid.
The Government abolished judicial review and thus made ministerial decisions immune from attack in Court. Whatever decision
made by a Minister is not to be
questioned in Court. If the court
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Lately, the Government showed
no respect to the Kadhi Court's
decision in a khalwat (proximity) case where I had the privilege
of defending the accused.
I could expand this list of abuses
but there is no point in doing so.

Q: What is it like to venture
into the often dirty game of
politics given that you previously enjoyed a high standard
of protocol and decorum as the
former Lord President?
A: Politics need not have to be
dirty. But, unfortunately politicians and their supporters of the
ruling party decide not to keep it
clean. Look at the newspaper reports. One would see that all
kinds of scandals and accusations
are being hurled at opposition
candidates knowing full well that
they have no means of replying
to them except in a limited way.

They have no control over the
mass media, especially radio and
television, though as citizens,
members of opposition parties do
pay taxes like everybody else.
Unfair advantages have been used
by the party in power- by making
use of government machinery, the
Information Department, statutory bodies, Kemas and others.
This is openly done as if it is as of
right without any feeling of
shame.
As far as I am concerned, I pay no
heed to the accusations they hurl
at me because I do know that no
soldier who comes out from a
battlefield will be without scars
and wounds inflicted by enemy
bullets. The Prophet Muhammad
s.a. w. himself and all other Prophets when propagating Islam and
the divine message to the world
and their communities were not
free from attack and accu ations
such as madne s and craze for
position and wealth; worse still,
dirt was hurled at them and assassinations were attempted. I have
set my path to reach a certain
destination i.e. justice for all,
irrespective of race and religion.
I will ignore all the winds and
waves of accusations which are
buffeting my ship. I will not let it
detract me from my objective. On
the contrary, I hope that these unfounded accusations will assist
me to expedite my arrival at that
destination. If I, as a Lord President then, could not have justice,
who else can have justice? That is
why I entered politics and offered
my candidature.

Q: Despite having been removed as Lord President, you

are still highly respected by the
community at large and by the
legal circle. Do you feel that you
will lose this by going into politics?

just because I entered politics.
Let me ask you these questions:
Has Tok Guru Nik Aziz lost his
respect?
Has Tok Guru Haji Hadi lost his
respect?
Has Tengku Razaleigh lost it?
I don't think so. Those who say
that I will lose respect by going
into politics are those who belong to the opposite camp, who
feel that their position is being
threatened.

Tan Sri Azmi who is the
most senior judge was not
made the Chief Justice of
Malaysia, for no reason
other than that he was one
of the five senior judges
who were prepared to hear
my urgent application to
forestall the Government
action to remove me.
A: I thank the people of this country especially members of the Bar
and the legal circle for placing
their respect and confidence in
me. They know that my removal
was an injustice which has farreaching consequences i.e. the
loss of an independent judiciary.
As for the question of losing that
respect, it is not for me to decide.
If any of these people decide to
withdraw their respect and change
their perception of me, I can't force
them not to. Everyone is a free
agent. As far as I am concerned, I
don't think I will lose that respect
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Of course, one loses respect if
one has done something wrong
and ifthat wrong is one which is
unacceptable to right-minded
people. If one commits no wrong,
one need not worry about losing
the respect of others. If one fights
for a just cause, one should gain
more respect rather than lose it.
I think it is an honour for me to
serve the people and enter politics under an opposition party,
which undergoes all kinds of difficulties and hazards. I should not
be kept like an antique and be
treated as old furniture whose
only value is to be kept away unwanted in some comer of a house.
I am still wholesome, still enjoy
good health and my mind is still
clear. It is a sense of duty that
compels me to come out from the
so-called safe zone into the turbulent political arena. 0

(The above is an abridged version ofan
interview sought by and granted to The
Sun but never published.)

ELECTION FOCUS : MEDIA

9TH MALAYSIAN GENERAL ELECTION

ALIRAN BLACKED OUT
support all states even those governed by opposition parties, like
the state of Kelantan for example. Financial allocations and
grants should be just and fair,
and should reflect the socio-economic level of the people.
It is shameful that Anwar should
resort to s uch intimidatory
threats to scare the people of
Penang into voting for the
Barisan.
ANWAR: No development for Penang.

"Give me the Uberty to
know, to utter, and to
argue freely according
~conscience, above all

Uberties."
- Joltn Milttln, lMJil-1614

ANWAR'S DEPLORABLE
THREAT
Aliran deplores the statement by
Deputy Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim that the Federal Government will not contribute towards
the continued development of
Penang if the opposition wrests

control of the state in the coming
general election (New Sunday
Times, 16 April).
For someone of Anwar's intellectual stature to make such a politically immature remark is disappointing. It shows that he cares
little for the wishes of the people
of Penang who are free to decide
on the party of their choice.
Anwar's statement goes even
against the much heralded
Barisan manifesto which promises justice for all Malaysians not only to Barisan supporters.
The Federal Government has a
moral and legal responsibility to
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As expected, our timid and passive Election Commission has
nothing to say about such blatant threats. When will the Commission speak out and condemn
such an unethical stand?
Executive Committee
J8Apri/1995

DON'T DISQUALIFY
CANDIDATES ON
TECHNICAL GROUNDS
Aliran fully supports the call by
the Bar Council to simplify the
election nomination procedure.
On nomination day a number of
candidates were disqualified on
so-called "technical" grounds.
For example, the Barisan
Nasional candidate for the Gua

Musang parliamentary constituency, Datuk Hussein Ahmad, was
disqualified for not giving an address in that constituency; the
DAP candidate for the Petaling
Jaya Utara parliamentary seat, Dr
Kua Kia Soong, was disqualified
for not having a signature of either a witness on a seconder in
the third copy of the nomination
form.

Simpily the nomination procedure

We find such reasons for disqualification not in keeping with
the spirit of democracy. Both the
BN and the DAP candidates have
been denied their democratic
right to contest in an election on
very flimsy grounds and the electorate have been robbed of a
choice of a party. We feel that the
Election Commission officials
could have allowed them to correct these small clerical errors.
Neither of these candidates was
wilfully attempting to deceive the
returning officers. Even now it
may not be too late to retract
these decisions and allow all candidates who were disqualified on
technical grounds to contest the
1995 general elections.
For all future elections we propose that any Malaysian above 21
years old who is not a bankrupt

and who does not have a criminal record should be allowed to
contest. The Commission should
simplify the procedure such that
the candidate just needs to provide in lhe nomination form, the
name of the constituency, and his
or her name, NRIC number, date
of birth, sex and contact address.
There is no need even for
proposers and seconders since the
sizeable deposits eliminate
candidates who are not serious in contesting. A single
copy of such a form should
suffice in these days of
widespread availability of
photocopying machines.
Finally, Aliran prays and
hopes that the 1995 general
election will be the last one
in our history where potential candidates, whether from the
ruling party or the oppostion, get
disqualified on purely technical
grounds.
Dr. ·s Subramaniam
Treasurer
19 April 1995

STOP FANNING
COMMUNAL
SENTIMENTS
Aliran regrets that certain Barisan
politicians have begun fanning
communal sentiments and threatening that riots could break out.
Ironically, these Barisan politicians incite communal feelings
by their very act of accusing opposition politicians of harping on
ethnic or religious issues - often
without any basis.
This has always been a favourite
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Barisan practice during each
election campaign. By casting
unsubstantiated allegations- that
opposition parties are appealing
to communal sentiments Barisan politicians are themselves resorting to the communal bogey.
Aliran calls on all parties concerned, including the Barisan, to
stop harping on communal issues for the sake of national
unity.
Ani! Netto
Exco Member
19 April 1995

MEDIA ABUSE:
MASS BRAIN-WASHING
In recent days, we have witnessed how the ruling
component parties have
manipulated and abused all the
country's mainstream media to
boost their chances in the general election.
Television, radio and the mainstream press have bombarded
Malaysians in a propaganda blitz
of unprecedented intensity. Even
radio deejays on state-owned radio have prostituted themselves
by reading out glowing reports
of Malaysia's economic successes in between songs. These
deejays have obviously been instructed to read out these prepared texts to listeners in an attempt to brainwash them.
Meanwhile, on television news,
opposition politicians are only
given space for one-line quota-

tions - which are usually taken
out of context to portray them as
irrational individuals devoid of
common sense. The same television producers will allow Barisan
politicians ample time to launch
blistering attacks on the opposition or to trumpet the ruling
coalition's achievements. Frequently, prominent individuals
are roped in to lend credibility to
these one-sided assaults.
Newspapers are a lost cause as
sycophantic editors have totally
succumbed to the dictates of their
political masters. One wonders
whether these editors have anything remotely resembling a conscience.
All said, the election campaign
so far has witnessed some of the
worst instances of gutter journalism and broadcasting. To say that
the whole thing is utterly shameful and disgraceful would be an
understatement.
Aliran hopes Malaysians will be
able to see the current media blitz
for what it is: a crude, concerted
effort at mass brain-washing.
P. Ramakrishnnn
President
19 Apri/1995

THEBARISAN
VICTORY - WHAT IT
MEANS
Aliran congratulates the Barisan
Nasional for its thumping performance in the 9th General Elections.

The devastating defeat of the opposition and the resounding victory of the Barisan must have
come as a shock and a surprise
to both the victors and the losers.
Generally, Malaysian voters may
not have expected the Barisan to
win so convincingly and the opposition to suffer such a crushing
defeat.
It is very clear that the urban nonMalay electorate have deserted
the DAP and has handed it one
of its most disastrous defeats.
The opposition, particularly the
DAP, will have to re-examine
their strategies and address the
larger issues of life and purpose
and spirituality, and focus on values and ethics that bind us together as human beings.
While it may be true - indeed it
is - that the opposition was denied media access and denigrated
relentlessly daily through the
abuse of the same media; while
it is true that the Barisan did not
engage itself in a fair and equal
contest and misused government
apparatus for its own interest - it
will serve no purpose to delve
into this at length. Rather, attention should be directed into formulating an alternative vision,
based on our common spirituality, that will emphasise the dignity of the human being, safeguard the environment, provide
shelter for the homeless, protect
the weak in our society and promise hope for the disenchanted.
We are heartened by the fact that
the Barisan has scored a few vic-

tories in Kelantan, thus breaking
the monopoly of the APU-dominated state of Kelantan. This BN
breakthrough may not be seen as
something good for the partners
in APU but it certainly is good
for democracy. It is healthy that
there is an opposition in
Kelantan which will keep the
ruling party on its toes and
ensure
that
there
is
accountability for their actions.
Unfortunately, we cannot rejoice
likewise elsewhere in Malaysia.
The outcome of the elections has
left most state assemblies without a viable opposition to provide debate and discussion. The
other view will now be completely shut out- which is a pity.
It is not only the emasculated opposition that will be on trial for
the next 5 years. The gargantuan
Barisan will also be on trial.
Thinking, caring and feeling
Malaysians will be anxiously
watching how the Barisan will
conduct itself with its newly-acquired enormous strength.
Will it act with compassion ; will
it consult the people before introducing any new policy; will
it care to examine undemocratic
laws; will it permit scope for
critical views in the media; will
it act vigorously to protect the
environment?
Or will it act arrogantly, flaunting its massive mandate as a
blank cheque to act as and how
it pleases?
P Ramakrishnan
President
26 Apri/1995
continue next page ...
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ESPLANADE:
PENANG MUNICIPAL
COUNCIL GROSSLY UNFAIR
Aliran deplores the antics of the
Penang Municipal Council in obstructing opposition parties from
using the Esplanade. The council
had earlier given the green light
for a Barisan Nasional dinner on
9April.
Chief Minister Dr Koh Tsu Koon
said that the Council's long -standing rule was that only functions
attended by the Prime Minister,
his Deputy, Cabinet Ministers, the
Chief Mini ster or State Exco
members would be allowed on the
Esplanade.

This is utter nonsense. The Esplanade· belongs to the people of
Penang- not to a few big-shots. It
is open to the public. The Council
is entrusted with looking after the
Esplanade on behalf of the people
of Penang. The Esplanade does
not "belong" to the Council.
Opposition parties have every
right to use the field just like the
Barisan did on 9 April. For the
Council to start returfing the pitch
to prevent these parties from using the field is taking childishness
to an extreme. If the Barisan din- . ....,..,
ner had already damaged the Es- ......
planade, the Council should inform the people how much therepair work will cost. The cost of
the repairs should be billed to the
Barisan and not to the ratepayers
of Penang. Such "repair work"
should be done after the election,
not before. o
Ani/ Nella
ExcoMember

14Apri/1995
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A
QUEST
FOR
JUSTICE
In 1988, then Lord President of
the Supreme Court, Tun Salleh
Abas, was defending the
independence of the Judiciary.
But in the eyes of the tribunal
which tried him, his actions
constituted "misbehaviour."
The
Judiciary has
from that

