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A ? 
• 

Barisan appears confident but opposition 
could pull off a surprise or two 

FADZILNOA 

any 
Malaysians believe that the 
ruling Barisan Nasional 
coalition is set to brush aside 
the Opposition in the coming 
general election. Barisan 
leaders, for their part, appear 
confident that the nation's 
strong economic performance 

. - which has ca.tapulted 
Malaysians into a 
power-house in the region -
speaks for itself. This time, 
they argue, the Opposition 
has no issues it can exploit. 

But is that really true? ANIL 
NETTO looks at some of the 
issues which may dampen the 
Barisan 's election prospects -
issues which the local 
mainstream media has 
chosen to downplay or ignore 
altogether. Indeed, all is not 
as rosy as it seems -

UM KIT SIANG 

JOSE._,H PAIRIN 



' 'B arisan sure win-
one in the coming election. See 
how fast our country is develop
ing." Such comments are typical, 
between sips of hot teh tarik, in 
coffee shops dotted throughout 
the country, as party workers dis
play increasing urgency in prepar
ing for the impending general 
election. 

Indeed, the economic climate 
seems to favour the ruling Barisan 
Nasional coalition. The figures 
look im}X'CSSive by any standards: 
eight per cent plus growth rates for 
seven straight years with more to 
come; inflation at about 3.8 per cent; 
unemployment virtually non-exis
tent; intemational reserves up from 
US$18 billion last year to more than 
US$30 billion in July 1994. 

What's more, Malaysia heralded 
its coming of age by marching trium
phantly into the ranks of the world's 
top twenty trading nations. Fmance 
Minister Anwar Ibrahim plastered 

good" factor will be enough for the 
Barisan to romp home in the polls. 

NIGGLING FEELING 
But even as Malaysians take out 

their party hats to celebrate and toast 
their new-found status as one of the 
front -runners in the East Asian 
ecooomic race, some have a nig
gling feeling things are not as rosy 
as made out to be. 

Are high economic growth rates 
what the country needs? Undeni
ably, it has helped to reduce the in
cidence of absolute poverty as 
average incomes rise. But such 
figures are misleading. They do not 
show how evenly the extra wealth 
generated is being distributed among 
the whole population. Are the rich 
and the elites simply getting richer 
while they exhort the rest of the 
population to work harder? 

Moreover, an assessment based 
purely on economic growth rates 
draws a smoke-screen across the 
tremendous environmental damage 
incurred in the frenzy to in
dustrialise. "By ignoring the en vi-

"The signs are there for all to see. Even now, 
the haze has not completely drifted away. 
Dwindling forests threaten endangered 
species, fish no longer dart about In our filthy 
rivers, swimmers shy away from our polluted 
seas, and poisonous fumes hover over our 
clogged roads. Can Malaysians !Jonestly say 
their quality of life has Improved significantly 
since the 1950s and 1960s?" 

the icing on the cake at the last 
Budget when he exempted 30 per 
cent of taxpayers in the lowest 
bracket from paying tax. 

No one can sniff at these 
economic statistics which are 
probably the · envy of many 
countries. Malaysians should be jus
tif&ably proud of these weighty 
achievements, say the Ministers. 
And many believe that the "feel 

ronmental damage, we are merely 
ttansferring the cost to future 
generations," says Aliran treasurer 
Dr S Subramaniam. The genera
tions to come, explains Subra, will 
experience lower growth rates as 
they incur hefty fmancial outlays to 
save what's left of the environment 

The signs are there for all to see. 
Even now, the haze has not com
pletely drifted away. Dwindling 
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forests threaten endangered species, 
fiSh no longer dart about in our filthy 
rivers, swimmers shy away from our 
polluted seas, and poisonous fumes 
hover over our clogged roads. Can 
Malaysians honestly say their 
quality of life has improved sig
nificantly since the 1950s and 
1960s? 

WARNING LIGHTS 
Warning lights are flashing on 

other fronts. The balance of pay
ments surplus has plummeted from 
RM30 billion last year to RM5 bil
lion this year. What is particularly 
worrying is the current account 
deficit (now a staggering RM12 bil
lion) which has been creeping up
wards steadily, aggravated by a 
widening services deficit (now about 
RM 18 billion) and a drop in the trade 
surplus. 

As expected, funds have been 
flowing out of the country as foreign 
investors, who arrived in droves in 
the late 1980s, now repatriate profits 
and dividends to their home 
countries, and money sails abroad to 
meet insurance premiums and ship
ping bills. 

As imports outpace exports, 
projections show Malaysia's trade 
surplus will drop by more than a 
third to RM5 billion. Why should 
this be the case when our manufac
turing sector is experiencing double 
digit growth? "The actual value
added in the manufacturing process, 
especially among multinationals, is 
relatively minimal. Much of the 
material used in the production 
process is imported including the 
capital (machinery) used," theorises 
Subra. 

Thus, he adds, as exports take off 
in line with the boom in the 
manufacturing sector, so do imports 
of materials and machinery. Ob
viously, the transfer of technology to 
boost the value-added component 
is not happening fast enough, a fact 
which the government has now 
recognised. 



Indeed, what is sorely lacking is 
a resilient indigenous manufactwing 
base backed by a domestic scientifac 
foundation and local R & D to cater 
to Malaysian needs. Instead, 
Malaysia's sustained growth now is 
highly dependent on foreign tech
nology and foreign investors in 
search of cheap labour and "politi
cal stability." 

digestion. In fact, other than certain 
price-controlled goods, Malaysians 
would be hard-pressed to come up 
with a list of essentials whose prices 
have not risen by more than four per 
cent 

So, how did they come up with 
3.8 per cent? Some suspect by dis
proportionately weighting the bas
ket of goods in javour of 

.,House prices and rentals are shooting through 
the roof, grocery bills make the consumer's 
face look redder than a ripe tomato, and car 
prices are skidding out of control." 

The focus on cheap labour to 
maximise profits remains. Malaysia 
today is home to about a million 
foreign workers, among the highest 
in the East Asian economies. By 
contrast, South Korea and Taiwan 
employ less than a 100,000 such 
foreign workers. 

It is sad to see many of these 
workers exploited by unscrupulous 
employers and middlemen, and 
living in appalling conditions- up to 
50-60 Bangladeshis cram into a 
single house in the suburbs; In
donesians survive in slum-like con
ditions at construction sites. These 
workers are paid meagre wages for 
performing hard, manual work. At a 
petrol station in Penang, Ayoub, a 
Bangladeshi on a 12-hour night shift, 
wipes the windscreen of a car. "Low 
money," he says glumly, face drawn, 
"very low money." 

INFLATION 
As for inflation? What inflation? 

It's only 3.8 per cent, isn't it? Ben
jamin Disraeli once said, "There are 
three kinds of lies: lies, damned lies 
and statistics." 

House pices and rentals are 
shooting through the roof, grocery 
bills make the consumer's face look 
redder than a ripe tomato, and car 
prices are skidding out of control. 
Why, even the spiralling cost of 
eating out is enough to cause in-

price-controlled items like sugar, 
flour and petrol. The prices of critical 
foodstUffs such as fish, vegetables 
and fruit, which nutritionists all 
agree, are vital for good health, have 
rocketed into orbit (Part of the prob
lem lies ill our model of develop
ment which bulldozes the vegetable 
farms and fruit orchards to make 
way for more condominiums, golf
courses and factories.) 

Despite what the statistics may 
suggest, inflation will be a tough nut 
to crack as salaries, especially those 
of highly paid executives and elites, 
rise at more than seven per cent 
Attaining zero inflation will have to 
remain a fantasy, at least for the time 
being, as the economy begins to 
overheat. . 

One of the few ways to control 
inflation is to raise interest rates to 
mop up excessive money supply, 
which jumped 20 per cent in 1994, 
and is expected to worsen with the 
RM3 billion in tax cuts and bonuses, 
announced at the last budget, flood
ing into the system. "But raising in
terest rates too high will put a 
damper on high growth rates, as 
loans become more expensive, and 
this may not go down well with the 
voters," says Subra. 

Another more feasible way of 
confronting the challenge of infla
tion first-hand is to monitor the many 
privatised state enterprises. These 
have been transformed into huge 
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profit maxumsmg monopolies -
under the control of a small group of 
elites - which are gripping the con
sumers by the throat with their 
expensive charges. 

For example,lndah-Water Kon
sortium exercises a virtual monopo
ly over the proposed national 
sewerage system and the impact has 
been immediate: homeowners and 
industrialists are outraged over the 
exhorbitant new sewerage charges. 
"There is no reason why we should 
have just one sewerage company for 
the whole country," asserts Subra. 
"We could easily have several com
panies, though smaller, to create 
competition which would lower 
prices." 

UNFULFILLED 
EXPECTATIONS 

In tandem with the concern over 
inflation, the Kuala Lumpur Stock 
Exchange has been drifting listlessly 
following the hike in US interest 
rates which drew away foreign funds 
from the local bourse, precipitating 
a plunge in the Composite Index 
below the psychological 1,000 
marie. Trading volumes have nose
dived. But will the marlcetrally as the 
general election approaches? 

Perhaps this is why Mahathir is 
hesitating. He is surely mindful that 
many frrst-time speculators; ooli
nary folk who chattered excitedly 
around TV monitors at their stock
brokers, like so many insects buzz
ing around light bulbs, during the 
heady days of the bull run of 1993, 
are now groping in the dart: wonder
ing what hit them. Their share scripts. 
have shrunk in value and they are not 
exactly elated with life at the mo
ment 

Many of the 200,000 teachers in 
the country, almost all of them 
voters, are also feeling thoroughly 
demoralised about the state of their 
profession. The New Remtmeration 
Scheme has provoked deep resent
ment among teachers - and other 
civil servants too - over the unfair 



appraisal system which has 
rewarded the undeserving and 
denied the hardworking their just 
dues. In one reported case in 
Trengganu, an industrious teacher in 
a school which was declared 
'Sekolah Harapan' was so disgusted 
that he received only a single incre
ment- compared to the triple given 
to someone less deserving - that he 
bought paint and whitewashed the 
many murals that he had painstak
ingly painted to beautify the school 
and enhance environment He was 
promptly transferred out for his 
trouble! 

Added to this frustration, accord
ing to these disgruntled teachers, are 
the unnecessary and never-ending 
paper work, meaningless meetings 
and time-wasting activities at the ex
pense of teaching, pushing morale to 
an all-time low and compelling 
many to opt for early retirement 

The government, sensing mid
dle-class disenchantment with ter
tiary education, has implemented 
some popular measures though. By 
liberalising private education and ar
resting the declining standards of 
English, it has won the approval of 
significant segments of wban folk. 
But rural facilities leave much to be 
desired. 

Another critical area which, even 
the government concedes, has fallen 
short of expectations is low cost 
housing where the public sector has 
failed dismally to reach its targets. 
The Central Government has 
blamed this on the apathy of certain 
state governments. But pressure 
from the top could surely have 
forced these errant state govern
ments to clean up their acts much 
earlier. 

SPIRITUAL VALUES 
As the nation speeds down the 

road in its relentless drive to reach 
'developed nation status' (whatever 
that means), it has forgotten to 
recharge its spiritual batteries. 

Malaysians are growing more 
materialistic by the day, willing to 

sell their souls in exchange for the 
extra ringgit The tawdriness of con
temporary life, where instant self
gratification and materialism is the 
order of the day, has made us lose 
sight of the sanctity of the human 
being. 

with a huge number of alleged graft 
practices." 

While the ACA is busy with the 
footballers and the accounts of the 
Badminton Association of 
Malaysia, it has not yet released its 
final report on the Maika-Telekom 

"Can Malaysians go on tolerating detention 
without trial, curbs on the Press, a lameduck 
Parliament and a judiciary still tottering after 
the events of 1988?" 

The sublime values espoused by 
our ancient spiritual faiths - values 
such as honesty, justice, concern for 
the poor, the disinherited, the op- . 
pressed, the marginalised and the 
defenceless - which once suffused 
the minds of Malaysians have given 
way to a tantalisingly seductive 
vision of unabated industrial 
development bolstered by 
authoritarian control. 

Can Malaysians go on tolerating 
detention without trial, curbs on the 
Press, a lameduck Parliament and a 
judiciary still tottering after the 
events of 1988? How can they put up 
with the wholesale bribing of voters 
with promises of development e.g. a 
university, if certain candidates are 
elected? 

Yet, the Prime Minister says cor
ruption in the country is "minimal." 
That's hard to believe, although few 
are preprared to openly contradict 
his words. In essence, he is saying 
that the civil service is clean, that 
businessmen and professionals are 
pillars of integrity and that our 
politicans are saints. Only some of 
our footballers have strayed, poor 
lost souls? Tsk! Tsk! 

Many privately believe corrup
tion is rife and has sunk deep roots in 
Malaysian society. Take, for in
stance, the Road Transport Depart
ment (JPJ): even its director-general 
Pahamin Rajah admitted the image 
of the JPJ had been tarnished: "Ac
cording to ACA statistics, the JPJ is 
one of the government departments 
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share scandal. And all this while, the 
big ftsh, the real sharks, are swim
ming around freely in search of big
ger bait 

"What gain, then, is it to have 
won the whole world and to have lost 
or ruined one's very self?" Have we 
really lost our souls and ruined our 
very selves as we plunge head-long 
into the life-less stream of moder
nity? 

Perhaps we should heed the wise 
words of a modern day sage: "1be 
world, which appears to be a great 
workshop in which knowledge is 
developed by man, which appears as 
progress and civilisation, as a 
modern system of communications, 
as a structure of democratic 
freedoms without any limitations, 
this world is not capable of making 
man happy." This is the great 
paradox of civilisation today. 

Indeed, nothing less than a return 
to our spiritual roots, our philosophi
cal core, will lead us to true fulfil
ment as Malaysia enters the next 
millennium. To his credit, Anwar 
appears to have sensed this when he 
told UMNO Baru members in 
Penang recently that fearing God 
more than party leaders would help 
make them better all-round persons. 

MUSLIM SUPPORT 
Meanwhile, challenges at the 

regional level have preoccupied the 
Barisan which is gearing up for a 



Koh Tau Koon; 

Um Kit Siang: Will there be • 
showdown? 

gruelling battle in at least four fronts: 
Penang, Kelantan, Trengganu and 
Sabah. 

Industrialised Penang, the only 
state with an ethnic Chinese 
majority, will see the Barisan tussl
ing with the opposition Democratic 
Action Party (DAP) for control of 
the 33-seat state assembly. 

This time, the DAP is expected 
to field several Malay candidates to 
attract votes from Malays who may 
be disgruntled with the state 
government's plans to develop 
Muslim endowment land - original
ly designated for religious or burial 
purposes. Its Bayan Baru MP, 
Ahmad Nor, has cultivated solid ties 

with groups of Malay voters in the 
state. 

But the DAP cannot take its 
traditional support from Chinese 
Malaysians for granted. The 
economic boom and the perceived 
liberal image of the Barisan has left 
some of them, especially those in 
the business community, favourably 
disposed towards the Barisan. Will 
Opposition leader Lim Kit Siang 
dare to take on Chief Minister. Dr 
Koh Tsu Koon in Tanjung Bungah 

Barisan's promises of 'develop
ment' 

Kelantanese must be wondering 
what 'development' the Barisan was 
referring to. In the 16 years the 
Barisan was ruling Kelantan, before 
they were dumped by the waters, 
whatever prevented them from 
developing the state and freeing the 
people from the clutches of poverty? 

PAS is also eyeing Kelantan' s 
oil-rich neighbour, Trengganu. 
Here, the APU collected 46 per cent 

" ... voters in Kelantan are still distrustful of the 
Barisan and remain intensely loyal to their 
Sultan, the Sultan's uncle Semangat 46 
president Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah, and 
popular Chief Minister Nik Aziz Nik Mat from 
PAS· a powerful trio standing solidly In the 
way of the Bar/san's promises of 
'development.' " 

in another kamikaze mission? 
On the East Coast, in 

predominantly Muslim-Malay 
Kelantan, the Barisan's prospects 
look decidedly bleak - it suffered a 
whitewash at the last polls at the 
hands of the opposition front, 
Angkatan Perpaduan Ummah 
(APU), spearheaded by PAS and 
Parti Melayu Semangat 46. PAS' 
subsequent attempts to implement 
Islamic laws, which it had promised 
its supporters, have floundered 
amidst much controversy in multi
religious Malaysia, not least of all 
because Mahathir, in spite of his 
bravado in proclaiming that he 
would amend the Federal Constitu
tion to assist PAS implement the Is
lamic laws, had gone back on his 
word. But despite the state's rela
tively subdued economic perfor
mance, voters in Kelantan are still 
distrustful of the Barisan and remain 
intensely loyal to their Sultan, the 
Sultan's uncle Semangat 46 presi
dent Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah, 
and popular Chief Minister Nik Aziz 
Nik Mat from PAS- a powerful trio 
standing solidly in the way of the 
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of the popular vote in 1990 and PAS 
hopes to build on the 10 opposition 
seats which the APU picked up in 
the 32-seat assembly at the last elec
tion. This time, APU is seeking 18 to 
20 seats in its bid to capture the state 
government 

SURPRISES? 
Across the South China Sea, the 

situation in Sabah is in a flux. The 
Barisan took over the reins of the 
state government despite losing in 
state elections in February to Parti 
Bersatu Sabah led by the then Chief 
Minister Joseph Pairin Kitingan. 
Victorious PBS candidates were en
ticed to defect to the Barisan after a 
tense stand-off, thus overturning the 
PBS' slim 25-23 winning majority. 

But the depleted PBS is still a 
force to be reckoned with in the con
tests for parliamentary seats. In
digenous Kadazans, many still 
seething over the defections, con
tinue to regard Pairin as their 
'paramount leader'- renegade PBS 
candidates are likely to lose their 
parliamentary seats. Still, Sabah 



UMNO Baru. with access to federJI 
fimds, will not release its grip so 
easily on the parliamentary seats it 
controls. 

Meanwhile, in Malacca. the 
shadow of former chief minister 
Rahim Tamby Chik continues to 
haunt the Barisan despite the Attor: 
ney- General concluding that he did 
not have "sufficient evidence" to 

Though thorny issues abound, 
the ban on public rallies and the 
rather short campaign period- a min
imum of seven days- have seriously 
handicapped the opposition from 
debating these issues. "H the ban is 
lifted and the campaign period 
lengthened, issues can then be dis
cussed," says Aliran president P 
Ramakrishnan. 

••To ensure that the opposition Is totally shut 
out, the government IJas also barred public 
sales of opposition party newspapers· such as 
the DAP's Rocket and PAS' Harakah, confining 
them to private circulation among party 
members only. " 

charge Rahim for the alleged 
statutory rape of a 15-year old 
schoolgirl. Several instances of con
troversial land acquisition by 
private companies in exchange for 
low compensation, here and in 
Kedah, have also upset villagers in 
rural areas. The Opposition, which 
has highlighted these ~. rould 
make startling inroads into Barisan 
territory. 

A major issue which the govern
ment will want to forget is the RM 
15-30 billion in foreign exchange 
losses incurred by Bank Negara in 
the space of two years, through 
speculation on the international cur
rency markets. 

Pairin: Slil regerdecl• Kadaun 
paramount chief 

"People will then be able to make 
a choice, and we will have a mean
ingful election. In the past, because 
the campaign period was so short, 
candidates resorted to running down 
each other." 

As things stand, the opposition 
has virtually no access to the 
mainstream mass media while the 
Barisan exploits television and radio 
to maximum advantage during cam
paign periods. "Even an ordinary 
event like UMNO Baru's general 
assembly is beamed throughout the 
nation," observes Rama. 

To ensure that the opposition is 
totally shut out, the government has 
also barred public sales of opposition 

Nik Aziz remaina a very popular 
chief in Kelantan 
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party newspapers such as the DAP' s 
Rocket and PAS' Harakah, confin
ing them to private circulation 
among party members only. 

All this makes a mockery of 
Anwar's commendable statement 
recently that "the days of effective 
censorship and control of the media 
are numbered." 

So, given the apparently 
favourable economic conditions, the 
ban on public rallies and the 
Barisan' s iron grip on the 
mainstream mass media, it seems · 
unlikely that the Barisan will lose its 
two thirds majority in Parliament 

Kelantan will remain with the 
Opposition. Penang and Trengganu 
should be interesting, if not close. 
Parliamentary seats up for grabs in 
Sabah will be divided between the 
PBS and UMNO Baru while the 
Barisan will have to tread cautiously 
in Malacca and Kedah where the 
Opposition looks capable of pulling 
off a couple of swprises. 

Though a rntional analysis points 
to a Barisan victory at the federal 
level, it is difficult to gauge the ac
tual sentiment on the ground, among 
grassroots voters, where it counts. 
New factors coming into play are the 
recent redelineation of constituen
cies and a significant number of 
young voters. It is not known what 
effect the banning of AI Arqam, 
which once boasted a lOO,<XX> fol
lowing, and the planned crackdown 
on other Islamic sects will have on 
voting patterns. 

The ruling coalition cannot take 
it easy: the opposition collected 
nearly half the popular vote the last 
time around though it only won less 
than a third of the actual parliamen
tary seats. 

The Barisan, on the other hand, 
picked up a disproportionately high 
127 seats or 71 per cent of the 180 
parliamentary seats despite scraping 
through with just 52 per cent of 
votes cast in Malaysian's 'first
past-the-post' system. 

Whether Mahathir can improve 
on that unconvinci.!!g performance 
remains to be seen. • 



A DAY IN PARLIAMENT 

Part 2 of . 
The Big Rahim Debate ... 

''The government acted fairly'' 
Law Minister treads warily through a mine-field as 

Opposition MPs fire pot shots 

In between sips of hot teh tarik in coffee shops throughout the country, many 
Malaysians are still whispering about Attorney General Mohtar Abdullah's 
decision not to charge fonner Malacca Chief Minister Rahim Tam by Chik for 
statutory rape. 

To encourage informed disc~ion on this subject, last month's Aliran Monthly 
featured the Rahim debate in Parliament where we witnessed the Opposition 
launching an aU out-verbal assault against the Government bench over its role in 
the raasco. 

In this issue, Law Minister Syed Hamid Albar valiantly rises to defend the 
Government's position on the scandal while Opposition MPs fire pot shots in their 
attempts to create chinks in his armour of logic. 

6.04 p.m. 
Minister ill the Prime Min&er's Department and 
Law MinNer (Dato' Syed Hamid biD Syed Jaafar 
Albar): Mr Speaker, permit me to reply to the Motion 
which was put forth by the Honowable Member f<r Kota 
Melaka to adjourn the House tmder Standing Order 18(1 ), 
to allow discussion on the Attorney-General's clearance 
of Tan Sri Abdul Rahim Tam by Olik of charges that he 
had sexual relations with an underaged student and on 
the call f<r the wxleraged girl to be released. 

Mr Speaker, I wish to clarify here that the the DAP is 
playing a role in this matter by using politics and not the 
law. (Intmupted) If the DAP is reaDy interested in 
upholding justice, this case should be returned to the 
Attorney-General to determine whether it is valid <r not 

NO COVER-UP 

Fa your information, Mr Speaker, DAP, at this moment, 
the case has not been covered up by the government It 

has been exposed in the newspapers. Tan Sri Rahim 
Tamby Chik has been removed, he has quit the party, his 
party positions. 

'The government has never closed any case and investiga
tions have been carried out by the police; and the Attor
ney-General is responsible for detennining whether there 
is a prima facie case to be brought to Court. This has been 
carried out in accordance with the process of justice. If 
every time the DAP makes an accusation, we have to take 
action, where is justice? 

This is what I hope: that feelings and emotions will not 
be used in this matter to tum something which should be 
based on the law into political material. Don't think that 
with the election approaching the Malays can be at
tracted this way! (Interrupted) (Applause) This is not the 
way! 

I have never seen the Honourable Member speaking 
about justice unless he wants to humiliate somebody! 
Sornebody's honour ... the Honourable Member is expos
ing it like this and bringing the family into the case. We 
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Law Mini•t• Syed Hamid Albar: In the line of fire 

have never ... the Attorney-General or the Police have 
never revealed the name of the child. Never revealed the 
name of the family! The one revealing is the DAP! 
(Applause) 

So, what is justice! If we talk about honour, to obtain 
short- tenn political gains, the Honourable Member from 
the DAP is willing to reveal the whole story! So, the 
Honourable Member should be responsible and repent in 
this matter! (Interrupted) 

FATHER'S PERMISSION 

Tuan Lim Guan Eng: (Rises) 

Speaker: He's giving way, yes. 

Guan Eng: Yes, please give way. Thank you to the 
Honourable Minister. I believe, in this case, the 
Honourable Minister has good intentions to ensure that 
there is justice. 

But what has happened. .. even though the Honourable 
Minister is not directly involved in this scandal, does he 

know that justice was not meted out to 
the family in that, at a very early stage, 
when the girl was detained by police on 
30 August 1994, they were not allowed 
to meet the girl. 

To enable the girl to meet her family 
members, it had to be through the 
people's pressure, public pressure, only 
then were they allowed to meet What 
other avenues did they have? No other 
way out because the government itself 
denied them justice . by not allowing 
them to visit the girl. 

A right which is enjoyed by all detainees 
- to have visits by family members- was 
denied to the victim until we and the 
public put pressure. So, where is justice 
here? 

Syed Hamid: Mr Speaker, I think per
haps the Honourable Member is talking 
a lot, he doesn't know, he's groping, 
meandering! We have a letter signed by 
the father of the child asking the police 
to protect his child until investigations 
are completed. (Interrupted) 

So, in this matter, the Honourable Mem
ber is making accusations because this 
matter is a matter which involves a 
leader, a young child, a youth - is it 

proper for us to expose this as a political issue? 

The Honourable Member is trying to drag this in as a 
political issue. ~ is why the police tried and the 
Attorney-General tried to ensure that this matter was not 
put on trial in the newspapers. When it is exposed in the 
newspapers like this, how are we to find justice although 
at this moment we may talk about justice? 

When the Honourable Member interrupts - each time he 
interrupts he has a certain intention and pwpose. Going 
from one Ministry to another Ministry to obtain what? 
For political motives and gains. Mr Speaker, if it is purely 
on the basis of justice, the Members of Parliament from 
the Barisan Nasional and I would fully support! (Ap
plause) 

DOUBLE STANDARDS? 

Tuan Haji Sukri bin Haji Mohamed: Mr Speaker, I 
seek clariflcation on the same principle of justice. The 
Honourable Minister is replying sincerely. We do not 
want to play politics. I want to stress, this is not a Malay, 
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Chinese commWlal question, no. This is a question of 
justice, Mr Speaker. 

Fustly, on the question of justice, I want to know from 
the Honourable Minister, what is the relevance, what is 
the connection of the girl's sexual relations with 14 other 
men? What is the relevance to this case? Does it mean 
that if a prostitute makes a complaint that someone has 
raped her, then her relaiions with 100 other men can be 
revealed? Is it fair when we do this? 

Secondly, we know about the police powers Wlder Sec
tion Z7. The Honourable Member, as a lawyer, knows 
that the police can detain whoever it suspects of commit
ting an offence, without a warrant, under Section 27. 

H it had been a villager to be detained, if a report was 
made iR the morning, before 12 o'clock, Honourable 
Member, the police would have caught him and thrown 
him in the lock-up. But Tan Sri Rahim who has com
mitted ail offence is free to go abroad without any action 
being taken. Where is justice, I want to ask the 
Honourable Member'? (Applause) 

Where is justice compared to kampung folk who are 
accused in rape cases? Statutory rape- I have come across 
htmdreds of cases, Honourable Member, as a lawyer
htmdreds of cases. This morning if a report is made, 
bef<X"e 12 o'clock, thrown into the lock-up for 14 days. 
(Applause) But Rahim Tamby Chik is free, Honourable 
Member! (Interrupted) (Applause) 

A question of justice, Honourable Member - are these 
double standards? (Applause) 

Syed Hamid: I wish to say thanks because Kok Lanas is 
so conscious of justice. I want to inform the Honourable 
Member, if there had been a report from the child about 
the incident, then he could have been detained. Now what 
we have here is just suspicion - even then the police have 
taken action to investigate! 

Sukri: (Rises) 

Syed Hamid: It's my tum. Now is my time to reply. 
(Interrupted} 

So the question, when we talk about justice and justice is 
two- way traffic ... Both sides must obtain justice. As for 
the child, she needs to be protected and the accused too, 
accused without basis, case has been brought up, also 
needs to be f!ven protection! 

And fmally, when the police carries out an investigation, 
the important thing is that it has to be based on justice, 
whether Tan Sri Rahim is interrogated or not H Tan Sri 
Rahim had not been interrogated, I would agree with the 
Honourable Member that Tan Sri Rahim had been 

granted special privileges to be exempted fron investiga
tion. But investigations have been made. 

The problem is we are not satisfied. The problem is the 
Honourable Member is not satisfied with the decision. 
The Attorney- General had to take action based on the 
law and based on the law, there are two matters- he had 
to uphold the sovereignty of the law when using his 
discretion. He had to ensure that his discretion was exer
cised in accordance with the principles of the law. 

He said there was circumstantial evidence but it was 
insufficient to ftle charges. That is a principle of justice! 
We cannot ignore the lack of evidence and take a person 
to court because of his social standing. That is what the 
Honourable Member is asking us to do - not fair! 

GIRL'S BACKGROUND REVEALED 
Sukri: Please give way. Mr Speaker, right from the 
beginning I and all opposition members, Me Speaker, 
have not questioned the discretionary powers of the 
Attorney General under Article 145. But we want to stress 
that the Attorney General's discretionary powers must be 
used fairly and impartially. · 

Also the question of justice, Mr Speaker, I request a 
clarification from the Honourable Minister. The suspect 
has been set free but the child who has become the victim 
has to bear the burden of extreme humiliation with the 
revelation by the Attorney General. Is this fair? 

Is this fair'? Tan Sri Rahim who has been accused of 
statutory rape which carries with it a 20 year gaol l:en
tence is set free but the victim has had the background of 
her bad character revealed to the extent that it has dis
graced her whole family.ls this fair'? 

And what is the relevance of the Attorney General's 
exposure of the girl's background? The Honourable Min
ister of Law himself knows, in any court of law, Mr 
Speaker, that a person's bad character is irrelevant, can
not be questioned in court. What is the motive of the 
Attorney General in revealing the bad character of the 
victim? For what? For what purpose? 

And if he wanted to reveal the bad character of this 
female, why, as the Honourable Member for Kota 
Melaka asked, why was the bad character of Tan Sri 
Rahim Tamby Chik not touched on at all? Why? Where 
is justice? Please inform this august House where justice 
can be found. 

If this child is bad, by revealing her sexual relations with 
other people, why wasn't Tan Sri Rahim Tam by Chik's 
bad character not exposed in the papers? 

Tuan Sbahidan bin Kassim: ~ is a speech! 
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GOVT ACTED FAIRLY 

Sukri: This is a question of justice. A request for 
clarification. Not a speech. Mr Speaker, this is a question 
of justice. Is it fair for the Attorney General to only 
defame the victim ... 

Sbahidan: Mr Speaker, this is a speech not a request for 
clarification. 

Sukri: This is my question. I want to ask the Honourable 
Minister. 

Speaker: Enough. Enough. Already asked two, three 
times. Enough. 

Sbabidan: Yes. It's repetitive, Mr Speaker. 

Syed Hamid: That's what I said earlier, Mr Speaker, that 
the Honourable Member has come to a decision and has 
his suspicions in this case. The Honourable Member has 
said and decided that this person is bad and that person 
isn't bad. This is not our duty. 

The Honourable Member does not have all the explana
tions and available facts. The Attorney General after . 
investigations by the police, I want to jnform the 
Honourable Member, in this case .. .although it began with 
a revelation in the papers; there wasn't a single fact to 
support the press statement released and this matter 
continued to become an issue in the mass media. 

There was no report from anyone but because the 
· Government acted fairly, because the government did not 
want aspersions cast against it by the Honourable Mem
bers and members of this august House, we allowed the 
police to carry out investigations which normally are not 
conducted in this kind of situation. 

Otherwise, if an Honowable Member is accused of rape, 
should the police investigate if the newspapers play up 
this kind of issue? It shouldn't be so. But in this case, 
because it involves ... 

Tuan Haji Wan Mobd. Jamin bin Haji Wan Mah
mood: (Rises) 

Syed Hamid: Time's up. I think let me finish first 

· Sbabidan: Tune's up. 

Syed Hamid: No. No. 

Speaker: He's not giviJ:lg way. 

Syed Hamid: I think, every time I give 'chance', he 
makes a speech. Making a speech f<r what pwpose? I 
don't have ... 

Sbahidan: Proceed. Proceed. 

Syed Hamid: Let me continue. Mr Speaker, I'm not 
giving way. 

Speaker: He's not giving way, Honourable Member. 

THOROUGH INVESTIGATIONS 

Syed Hamid: If its the Honourable Member for Tumpat, 
all the more there is no need. Because the Honourable 
Member for Tumpat talks about religion but doesn't 
practise what is exhorted by the religion. {Applause) I'm 
sorry. Be seated. I said no. 

Mr Speaker, I want to show that in this matter the police 
have been very thorough because we want to ensure 
justice - that justice is achieved in this investigation. 

Statements by 42 witnesses have been recorded by the 
police including statements from the said girl, friends and 
schoolteachers. The Honourable Tan Sri Rahim has 
provided an explanation to the police. We have obtained 
reports from experts. All this was done to achieve the 
most just decision in a situation which involves accusa
tions which have been made. 

Hence, after the Attorney General was satified that there 
was no case to bring to Court, we should accept it It is a 
fair decision. If the Honourable Member is talking about 
justice, it also means that you cannot pressure the Attor
ney General as long as he has carried out his duty in 
accordance with the law in taking action. (Applause) 

This I think is very clear, Mr Speaker, and I regret that it 
has been used by opposition parties as if it has become an 
issue from which they can derive political capital to 
benefit them. 

I would like to say that in this matter, it has been said that 
this is what the Vision team is like, these are the noble 
values which we supposedly do not have. 

If we do not have noble values, there wouldn't have been 
such wide exposure. We could have blocked everyone. 
We could have restrained the media. But on the basis of 
press freedom, on the basis of justice we allowed all this 
to happen. But the opposition parties are silent on this. 

If there had been cases involving opposition parties, the 
opposition parties would not have taken action. Silence. 
Cover-up. 1brow it out immediately because it involves 
their own people. We reveal to the people as a result of 
this action. All kinds of cases. 

If I take a case involving the Honourable Member for 
Kota Melaka, he is stirring up the people in the Kampong 
Pantai Kundor, Tanah Merah case. He is stirring up the 
people. He is going there to become the champion of the 
Malays. {Applause) Although there is the Honourable 
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Member for Bayan Baru, he is only one person. That 
too .. .had to be borrowed. 

PARLIAMENTARY ANTICS ... 

Tuan Ahmad bin Nor: (Rises) 

Guan Eng: (Rises) 

Syed Hamid: I think no need, Honourable Members. 

Sbahidan: He is Admiral Cheng Ho. (Laughter) 

Speaker: He is requesting you to give way, Honourable 
Member. KotaMelakaisalsorequesting you to give way. 

Syed Hamid: I didn't see earlier. 

Speaker: Do you wish to give way or not? 

Syed Hamid: Don't want to give way. Don'twantto give 
way. 

Ahmad Nor: (Intenupts} 

Syed Hamid: Not giving way, Mr Speaker. 

Sbahidan: Tune is almost up. That's enough. Proceed. 

Ahmad Nor: How come you're brave enough to mention 
my name but not brave enough to give way? 

Syed Hamid: Honourable Member, you should lrnow the 
rules. I'm not giving way so you have to sit! (Applause) 

Ahmad Nor: (Intenupts) 

Syed Hamid: Sit! If I give way, then you may. Sit! 

Speaker: Bayan Baru, please be seated, yes. 

Syed Hamid: Like a bird, really. (Laughter) Who 
doesn't feel sad to see a young child involved in these 
type of cases. But in this matter, if we look at it fairly ... 

Tuan Haji Mobamad bin Sabu: (Rises) 

Speaker: Yes, do you wish to give way to Nilam Purl? 

Syed Hamid: Honourable Member, if PAS can support 
the DAP when the DAP opposes hudud, I don't under
stand. (Laughter) 

Sbahidan: Good, Law Minister. Good! 

Speaker: He's not giving way, Honourable Member. 

Sbahidan: Good. Good! 

Syed Hamid: This is something which is the biggest sin. 

Speaker: Honourable Member for Nilam Purl, please be 
seated, yes! 

Syed Hamid: Never mind, I'U allow him a few moments. 

THE VICTIM'S PREGNANCY 
Mobamad Sabu: 1llank you to the kind Law Minister. 
Mr Speaker, the problem of injustice seen here, Law 
Minister, is the issue of the 15-year-old child A child 

Does he agree or.doesn 'the agree, the term is rape? Here, 
it has not been raised. The Prime Minister asked why the 
child's bad reputation has not been revealed, but she's a 
child Whatever she did, she is deemed to have been 
forced. Don't the Attorney General and the Law Minister 
see this problem? 

The second matter, the child, it has been revealed, is 
already pregnant. Certainly the offspring is illegitimate. 
A child out of wedlock and ... is the Ministry of Law going 
to study, when she gives birth, to carry out a blood test, 
whose child it is, who was responsible for the pregnancy. 

Because this is a matter concerning descendants, an 
Islamic problem. This matter is a matter which is too big, 
not a Chinese or Malay problem which we can take 
lightly here. The issue is the child has suffered injustice. 
The issue is justice has not been meted out to the child's 
family. the child has become a victim and has suffered a 
terrible injustice- and her family is present today. 

Syed Hamid: I say thank you to the HonoW"able Member 
for upholding justice. I would like to explain a little about 
the background All this is the result. If we look at the 
statement which was made by the Attorney General - it 
was a statement based on the law. It's nothing more than 
that 

His statement said that it had been investigated, all factors 
have been considered and according to the law he decided 
that there was no prima facie case for Tan Sri Rahim to 
appear in court to be charged under Section 376 Kanun 
Keseksaan or under Section 16(1)(1) Women and Girls 
Protection Act 1973. 

After that, when questioned by the media about the 
backgrouid of the girl in the investigation, the Attorney 
General informed them that the girl had given a state
ment about the background and he did not want to reveal 
the whole police report concerned. He was still using his 
discretion so that the matter of embarrassing the person, 
the person's honour ... he didn't w~t that. 

When he was asked again, then the Attorney General 
replied there were 17 reports made against 14 people and 
none of these reports involved Tan Sri Rahim. So, what 
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is this? So what we want to decide is based on percep
tions. 

Sbahidan: (Rises) 

Sukri: (Rises) 

Syed Hamid: Wait first Sit That's enough. 

Sukri: This is important That is what I meant by 
suspicions earlier. This is the suspicion of the Honourable 
Member for Kota Melaka. 

Guan Eng: This is an important point 

Syed Hamid: Cannot Because, as I said earlier, I have 
provided clarification. 

Speaker: Honourable Member for Kota Melaka. .. 

Sukri: This is a crucial point 

Speaker: Kok Lanas, Kok Lanas. Please be seated. Not 
giving way. Arau, he's not giving way. He's not giving 
way, Honourable Member for Arau. 

Syed Hamid: In the process ... 

Sukri: This is an important point 

A Member: Cover up! 

Speaker: Honourable Member for Arau, please be 
seated. (Laughter) 

Mobamad Sabu: That's a cover up. 

GIRL'S FAMILY SPLIT 

Sbahidan: Mr Speaker. In reality, the DAP today has 
split the family concerned. 

Several DAP members: Oooh! Arau, sit! 

Tuao Tan Kok Wai: Arau sit, Arau don't play politics. 

Sbahidan: The ~dmother who is ignorant in this 
matter has been dragged into Parliament The father 
today released an open statement asking for forgiveness 
from Tan ·Sri Rahim's family. This is in today's 
newspapers. 

Asking for forgiveness because when the investigations 
by the Attorney General showed that Tan Sri Rahim was 
not involved, he asked for forgiveness from Tan Sri 
Rahim and his family. Read the newspapers. But the 
grandmother has been dragged in, now the family will be 
split Really. (Heckled) 

Speaker: He is silent 

Sbabidan: Tan Sri. The family will quarrel. The father 
apologises but the grandmother is dragged in for a dif
ferent case. Is this the way they uphold justice and the 
honour of the lady concerned? 

We are trying our best to defend the honour of the girl 
concerned but we don't want to talk. We leave it to the 
law to take its course. This is not a court, Mr Speaker. If 
this House is a court, who is the judge? Who is the judge, 
I want to ask? Is the DAP the judge? Am I the judge? 
Cannot be. Because in this House, we speak freely, Mr 
Speaker. 

Speaker: Enough, Honowable Member. That's enough! 

Sbabidan: I seek clarification, Honourable Member. Do 
you agree that this family has now been split by the DAP 
and this lady's honour which should have been protected 
has now been widely exposed to the extent that the 
representative for Nilam Puri has uttered the words "il
legitimate child" which we did not want to mention, Mr 
Speaker. 

Mobamad Sabu: If not, whose child is it? 

Sbabidan: Ask for a blood test; he only wants to play up 
this issue, Mr Speaker. 

Speaker: Honourable Member for Nilam Puri ... 

Sbabidan: Now we don't want to mention. Honourable 
Member, how can you have the heart not to pity the lady 
concerned... Honowable Member, do you have a 
daughter? I have a daughter. I sympathise with the family 
concerned. 

Several Members: Arau, sit! Sit! 

Speaker: Yes, enough, enough, Honourable Member. 

Sbabidan: I do not want to mention the words "il
legitimate child" ... 

Speaker. Arau. That's enough, Honowable Member. 

Sbabidan: Clap, clap. (Applause) 

Mobamad Sabu: Arau, be seated. 

WHAT THE A-G REVEALED 
6.25 p.m. 

Syed Hamid: I wish to say thank you to the Honourable 
Member for Arau who understands the way the DAP 
plays its role in splitting, not just the family, sometimes 
even the people. This is the role played by the DAP. I 
want to proceed, Mr Speaker. It relates to these 14 people, 
all this is the result of investigations. 
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As for the question of pregnancy, I 
think in the issue of pregnancy, 
... don't follow the syariah criminal 
laws n, which automatically con
nects it to the offence of illicit 
sexual intercourse without any 
evidence; that's PAS's version, 
don't bring that here. 

In this issue, we shouldn't make 
accustions against people. Whether 
it involves illicit sexual intercomse 
or not, that is a different issue. 

Syed Hamid: Mr Speaker, what is 
clear to us is ... 

Speaker: Honourable Member 
for Tanjong, he's not giving way. 
He's not giving way. 

Kit Siang: No. H he's really not 
scared, I seek clarification. 

Speaker: Not giving way, 
Honourable Member. Proceed, 
proceed. 

Kit Siang: Scared, if that's the 
case. 

For the moment, I wish to say that 
the matter of the person or child 
who is pregnant, was not raised by 
the Attorney General .. .Not a matter 
which was raised by the Attorney 
General. 

Guan Eng: "The government Itself denied 
them justice by not allowing them to visit 
the girl 

Syed Hamid: I pity the 
Honourable Member, but there's 
no time. H not, I would have al
lowed him a long while. Mr 

During the Press conference, the 
question put forth by the reporters was as follows ... they 
said there was a story which said that the girl was 
pregnant, was there any truth in this statement? 

The Attorney General replied, "According to medical 
explanantion because the reporters (You) asked me," 
what was said by the Attorney General: "upon examina
tion, the girl was eight weeks pregnant" That was the 
answer which was given because they'd asked, the same 
way the Honourable Member is asking me now. 

Because of that, I am providing an answer based on .. J 
feel we must be clear in ... (Interrupted) Mr Speaker, there 
is no more time, time's almost up, Mr Speaker. 

Shahidao: (Rises) 

Syed Hamid: I'm not giving way. 

Speaker: He's not giving way, Honourable Member. 

Lim Kit Siang: Scared! What's this, scared? 

Speake~ Tanjong, he's not giving way. Yes, proceed. 

Syed Hamid: I thing thequestionofbeing scared doesn't 
arise. Because what is there to be scared about, 
Honourable Member. Honourable Member .. I've never 
been afraid. 

Several Members: Scared. 

Speaker: Proceed. 

Syed Hamid: Mr Speaker, hence for me ... 

Kit Siang: H he's not scared, I seek a clarification. 

Speaker, I see that this case oc
curred because there were all kinds 

of news that was transmitted and sent out to the extent 
that it is difficult for us to fmd out what the truth is and 
whatisn'l 

Finally, we have made a decision which was not based 
on the law and we wish to see someone accused although 
from the point of the law perhaps the evidence is insuf
ficient; the Attorney General in carrying out his duty and 
responsibility was forced to follow Constitutional 
provisions and provisions uncJer: the law and. he ~as 
satisfied that his actions were frur and appropriate m a 
situation like this. 

That's all, Mr Speaker. Thank you. 

Sbahidan: (Rises) 

Speaker: Honourable Member, time's up. 

Sbahidan: (Inte~pts) 

Speaker: This matter in accordance with Standing Order 
18(4) is closed. It was only for just one hour. (Heckled) 
This is not the time for Honourable Members who want 
to give speeches. 

Honourable Members, in accordance with the motion 
which was agreed earlier, that is the sitting will be ad
journed now. Honourable Members, the sitting is ad
journed now. 

Tbe House is adjourned at 6.30 p.m •• 

Extracted and translated from the Malaysian 
l'arliamentary Hansard 
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HUMAN RIGHTS I 

Working within the 
''Sphere of Influence'' 

The recent conference on 
"Rethinking Human 
Rights" organised by 
JUST provided another 
dimension to the whole 
issue of human rights, 
which ip the past had been 
interpreted mainly by 
Western NGOs and 
governments. But, 
controversy erupted when 
a few local human rights 
activists expressed 
displeasure over the choice 
of speaker for the 
conference's key-note 
address: Dr Mahathir. 
ANAS ZUBEDY shares 
with us his views. 

T
wo years ago while reading 
Dr. Covey's "The Seven 
Habits of Highly Effective 

People" I stumbled upon an age old 
wisdom practised by many effective 
and pragmatic leaders of the past 
who focused on things they could do 
first within their set of ideals rather 
than spending precious time hitting 
hard on areas that they have no con
trol over. Dr. Covey, calling it 
"proactivity" stresses that proactive 
people ~ocus their energy and time 
within their Circle of Influence no 
matter how small the circle is . Reac
tive people(the opposite of puac
tivity) on the other hand waste their 
time in their Circle of Concern, an 

area which they do not have real 
control. 

A proactive person, while con
centrating on areas they can do 
something about creates an energy 
that is positive, enlarging and mag
nifying, causing their Circle of In
fluence to increase ( Refer Diagram 
A ). A reactive perSon while believ
ing that they are doing something 
because they are "concerned" 
focuses effort on the weakness of 
other people, the problem of the en
virorunent. and circumstances over 
which they have no control. The 
negative energy generated, com
bined with neglect in areas they 
could do something about. causes 
their Circle of Influence to shrink:. 

It was perhaps with proactivity in 
mind that Just World Trust (JUST) 
and its Director Dr Chandra Muzaf
far organised an International Con
ference on Rethinking Human 
Rights on 6-7 December 1994 at the 
Legend Hotel, Kuala Lumpur. 
Focussing primarily on Western 
global dominance and its impact on 
human rights, the conference 
managed to attract the support of the 
Malaysian government and press. 

However, certain individuals 
and organisations have expressed 
concern and some, outright opposi
tion to the choice of Dr. Mahathir as 
the person to deliver the keynote ad
dress and to officiate at the con
ference. This was mostly due to Dr 
Mahathir' s past record as a national 
leader in Malaysia and legislation 
like the ISA, OSA, etc. 

I have yet to hear or read of any 
other major opposition either to the 
topics and direction of the con-
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ference, the choice of paperwriters, 
moderators (Note that Musa Hitam, 
a former DPM of Malaysia was also 
a moderator ), etc. My brief enquiry 
with Sivarasa Rasiah, a committee 
member of Suaram (see~ as 
foremost amongst the NGOs op
posed to the conference) seems to 
support this. 

In short, while other matters 
were brought forth, like insufficient 
emphasis on women's issues, the 
human rights situation in the South, 
the choice of the venue, etc., it is the 
"ghost" of Dr. Mahathir that haunts 
the dissenters. I will deal with this 
problem towards the later part of this 
article. FtrSt let us evaluate the con
ference as it should. ie., in totality. 

USING THE "PMI" 
METHOD 

I propose to use a method known 
as the PMI. The PMI is a powerful 
thinking tool proposed by creative 
guru Dr. De Bono. According to De 
Bono, one of the biggest faults of 
thinking is the use of it to back up an 
opinion that has already been formed 
by first impression, slight thinking, 
prejudice or tradition. By using the 
PMI method. "P" being the 
plus/good points, "M", the 
minus/bad ones and "I" for areas 
which are interesting to note, a 
switch could take place. Instead of 
using intelligence to support a par
ticular prejudice, now it is used to 
explore the subject further. 

P: PLUS POINTS 

1 Did the conference manage 
to reach the organiser's ob

jectives? 



Chandra and Dr M together raises a controversy 

I believe any projects undertaken 
by an individual or organisation 
must first live up to their own objec
tives. JUST was set up amongst 
other reasons to develop public 
awareness about the inequities and 
injustices in the existing global sys
tem and to create a better under
standing at the popular level, as to 
how control and domination of the 
global system by a privileged 
minority challenges human dignity 
and social justice in both the First 
World and the Third World, in both 
the North and the South. 

Judging from the level of public 
interest generated by the 
conference' s messages, the high 
level of media coverage, and the 
number and quality of par
ticipants,paperwriters,etc the con
ference was par-excellence in 
reaching JUST's objective. Further
more one must note that JUST is a 
very new organisation and the con
ference was their first major event. 

In short, the conference managed 
to identify JUST at the popular level 
with its major objective. (One may 
want to note that Suaram, in dissent
ing may be living up to their 
organisation's objective. Hence. 
they are working within their scope 
of interest. Could somebody please 
do a PMI on Suaram's reaction?) 

2Creating Awareness : 
Rethinking Human Rights 

In brand marketing or brand 
building, creating awareness is most 
important in a product launch. Thus, 
creating an awareness for the need to 
Rethink Human Rights is most im
portant at this point of time. One 
does not expe9t the masses to know 
the subject deeply. Should people 
have in mind the idea of relooking, 
rethinking or just the words "human 
rights" at this juncture, there would 
be enough reason to celebrate. 

Prior to this conference, the term 
human rights was virtually non-exis-
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tent in the vocabulary of the majority 
of Malaysians. What more the con
cept of human rights? Very rarely 
has the subject or even the term 
human rights been prominently fea
tured in our mass media. One does 
not need to elaborate why. 

The conference was just a 
"product launch". It was just the tip 
of the tip of the iceberg of what is 
needed for human rights and the 
rethinking of it. The awareness and 
interest generated is a good platform 
for further campaigns. (Could we 
have achieved this if JUST had used 
the traditional approach of the 
NGOs?) 

3Quality of Papers 
presented and the wide 

areas covered 

While 15 to 20 minutes per 
speaker was too short a time for 
presentation, most of the speakers 
managed to forward a very good 
overall picture of their ideas. Read-



ing their papers in total, one will find 
most of them of high quality, infor
mative and a good start in our long 
jowney in the quest to rethink and 
refoonulate hwnan rights. 

The areas covered from one 
plenary session to another were 
holistic and covered most major 
areas in dealing with the job of 
rethinking hwnan rights. Further
more, once edited and compiled into 
a book, the papers presented will 
reach a larger group of people. 

4A first of •s kind and a 
catalyst for a convnon front. 

The conference was the first con
certed effort at looking at the pattern 
of glOOal dominance and its effect on 
human rights. It is a great leap for
ward. It has also acted as a catalyst 
to string together organisations, in
tellectuals and activists both from 
the North and the South. Fooning a 
common front between these groups 
is crucial for further action. In short, 
the conference has provided a plat
Coon for networking. 

SA critical look at Western 
dominance and the last 500 

years of l'l.lman history. 

Is it not time yet for inhabitants 
of this world to reflect on the last 500 
years as this century sees the dissolu
tion of direct colonisation ? The con
ference through some of the paper 
writers (and the PM's speech) 
provided a good start to analyse 
where we (the human race) were, 
where we are now and where we 
should be heading. 

6People of differeri back
grounds, organisations and 

orieriation working together. 

The organising of the conference 
witnessed the coming together of in
dividuals from different organisa
tions working towards a conunon 
cause. Members from JUST, ABIM, 
the IKD, the Protocol and Security 
Division and the International Con
ference Unit with the Prime 
Minister's Department, etc were 
pooled together. This will serve as an 

eye opener for the groups to under
stand one another and serve as a 
good start for future cooperation. 
Each seeking to und!rstand rather 
than acting counter productively in 
relation to other groups' objectives. 
By such a close relationship and by 
such groups working together, we 
can mgently address issues of 
universal concern and not adopt a 
'holier than thou' attitude which will 
not only separate and keep people 
apart, but also prevent each other 
from progressing. 

M: MINUS POINTS 

1 Did the conference manage 
to reach the organisers ob

jective? 

While locally and probably in the 
Third World, the conference did 
manage to receive wide coverage, 
the lack of interest from the western 
media towards the conference meant 
that the people of the North will not 
be touched by the message. As they 
foon a very important group in 
JUST's endeavour to Rethink 
Hwnan Rights, not reaching them is 
a setback.(Here JUST may want to 
look within its own circle of in
fluence and maximise what they can 
do to expand it) 

2Creating Awareness: 
Rethinking Human Rights. 

The local population may be 
confused with the issue as their basic 
level of knowledge with regards to 
human rights is still lacking. A call 
to Rethink Human Rights assumes 
that one has already the knowledge 
of the current concept i.e. the current 
viewpoints, approach and practice. 
Hence, the average person will need 
to take a big jump forward Some,or 
perhaps many, may become con
fused. 

As for the people of the North, 
the lack of coverage meant no 
awareness was created 

3NGOs 
at loggerheads 

The friction arising between the 
NGOs as a result of a differing ap-
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proach and emphasis towards the 
issue may serve to divide their 
voices. While personally I take this 
as a temporary disequilibrium, aris
ing from JUST embarking on a new 
strategy, this friction, if not handled 
properly, may increase. 

4 Exploitation by Opportunis
tic Leaders from the South 
Opportunistic leaders from the 

South may exploit the endeavour to 
Rethink Human Rights to propose a 
version of human rights which will 
perpetuate their interests. Coupled 
with the lack of understanding 
among the masses in the South, they 
may be able to manipulate the situa
tion to legitimise their own hidden 
agendas. 

5West 
. Bashing 

Some felt that the conference 
was pre-occupied with 'West
bashing'. While a complete reading 
of the actual papers presented will 
prove otherwise, certain presenters 
did express anger and portray hatred 
towards the West openly. Perhaps it 
was the emotional display of anger 
that allowed some to see this con
ference as a "West-bashing" party. 

If it is true that the anger and 
hatred approach was espoused, then 
it will prove negative to the objective 
of the conference. 

(Note: Should one find an article 
per se·as being critical of the West, 
this should not be equated with 
West-bashing as this is the topic at 
hand. While there were certain 
speakers who expressed anger, there 
were those like Prof Mahmoud 
Ayoub who were really compas
sionate and cautioned against such 
acts.) 

I :INTERESTING TO NOTE 

1 Awareness will actually turn 
into understanding 

It will be interesting to see if the 
high level of coverage will also 
make more people seek to under
stand, discuss and later take action 
on issues pertaining to human rights 



locally and at the international scene. 
Will the average Malaysian manage 
to grasp the underlying concept of 
human rights and use the knowledge 
regardless of where the violation 
originates, North or South? 

2Actual 
Follow Up 

Will there be an actual follow up 
i.e. an expanding mechanism to the 
concept of Rethinking Human 
Rights or will this whole endeavour 
tum into an end in itself? Will NGOs 
make full use of the plus points or 
tear each other apart with the minus 
points? Will the NGOs be preoc
cupied with the ghost of Mahathir, 
or will they concentrate on the crux 
of western dominance, the dominant 
paradigm causing the worst viola
tion of human rights? 

Will the books, articles and 
papers presented fill the hearts and 
minds of people or will they decorate 
their shelves? 

Will there be a common front 
between organisations, intellectuals 
and activists? 

Will the conference spark off 
more discussions, public forums, ar
ticles, books about the subject? For 
example, will there be a sequel to the 
conference? 

In short, what form will the fol
low-up take? 

3The Realisation of the 
leadership in the South 

Will the leadership in the South 
realise that they themselves are prnc
tising the same concept as the 
Western powers albeit on a lesser 
scale? Will Mahathir, for instance, 
see that to be more effective and 
believable at the international scene, 
he must flfSt practise what he 
preaches within his own Circle of 
Influence? 

4To what extent did oppor
tunistic leaders manage to 

exploit the conference for nega
tive ends? 

Will the conference serve them 
more than the sublime quest to 

rethink and reformulate human 
rights? How far will the NGOs work 
together to ensure this is minimised? 
Or will they be helping those leaders 
by way of arguing amongst themsel
ves instead? 

5Awareness of the people 
from the North and elttes of 

the South 
Will people of the North become 

aware of their current practice and its 
effects on the people of the Sguth? 
That their current life-style helps 
perpetuate the misery of a large por
tion of the human race? That the last 
500 years of exploitation has sup
ported their current state? 

Will the elites of the South be
come aware that they are no better 
than their western counterparts? 

How will these two groups react 
to the awareness? 

6What will the next 500 
years hold? 
What will the immediate future 

be like? Will die current concern 
continue with added vigour or will 
it assume a more positive trend? Will 
the next 500 years see a more 
balanced world? Will the situation in 
the South improve? Will the South 
some day in the future replace the 
North as the dominant ex
ploiter?(With the current economic 
growth rates and the twists and turns 
of history, one never knows) 

7The breaking up of NGOs 
into two groupings · 

Will there be a breaking up of 
NGOs into two groups? One in
clined to agree with JUST's ap
proach and the other towards 
Suaram's? Or will the NGOs see 
both groups as similar in their quest 
but just different in strategy and em
phasis? Thus, there is no need to be 
inclined towards either - instead we 
need to realise the need to respect 
each other's style and approach. 

(Note : I am positive that more 
PMis can be generated. However, I 
will stop here) 
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM 
HERE? 

To profit from the conference 
and to ensure the quest for human 
rights proceeds towards a better end, 
one must maximise the plus points 
gathered so far, minimise the 
minuses and monitor, control and 
guide the 'interesting points to note' 
towards the creation of more plus 
points. Here is where we must hand
le the misgivings about the con
ference pointed out by certain 
individuals and groups. 

For instance, Indai Lourdes 
Sajor from the Asian Women's 
Human Rights Council may want to 
organise another conference that 
could be entitled "Global Domina
tion and its impact on Women" as a 
follow up to this conference. ( Indai 
was concerned that the women's 
issue was not discussed at the con
ference. While the conference was 
already packed with so many aspects 
of western dominace, and more so 
since it is already over, it would be 
more beneficial if we concentrate on 
the future and use this platform to 
proceed with this important related 
issue. Any takers for this idea?) 

Suaram, on the other hand, con
cerned with the possible manipula
tion of the conference by leaders of 
the South, may want to organise a 
similar conference entitled "Western 
Domination and Third World 
Leaders". Another group may want 
to organise one that focusses purely. 
on the economy while someone else 
may want to focus on arts and cul
ture. The list could go on. 

It is however, important for us to 
deal with the 'ghost' ofMahathir as 
it seems to be that this particular 
thorn is clouding many from focuss
ing on the cmx of the problem. · 

It amazes me how one normal 
human being like Mahathir has as
sumed such a powerful influence 
over intelligent thinking humans to 
such an extent that they make their 
decisions based on his presence or 
absence in officiating and delivering 
a keynote address at a fWlCtion. A 



man like him, who is a drop in the 
ocean compared to the vastness of 
the problem, will come and go. He, 
you or I was not present in 1492 
when Colombus landed on the soils 
of the New World He too is as help
less as you and I when confronted 
with the dying children in Africa or 
the thousands of women raped in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

One must also note that as a 
human being he too is not an ab
solute Satan only bent on doing 
wrong, or an absolute Angel with 
one hundred per cent goodness. He 
is just a normal human being. He has 
done wrong, he has done right. Just 
like you and I. He has spent a con
siderable amount of energy and time 
fighting for the South. ruST and 
Chandra see this as good enough for 
him to officiate at the conference. He 
has also detained a good number of 
people using the ISA. Suaram and 
Sivarasa see this as not good enough 
for him to officiate at a human rights 
conference. Are we all not acting 
within our own "logic·bubble"? Let 
it be a! that. Proceed with the more 
important issues. 

It is sad to see many hours wasted 
on unimportant things. It is sadder to 
see that many are more preoccupied 
with whether Chandra has been 
bought over by the government or 
Dr. Mahathir. When the local dailies 
featured both man "bersalaman" or 
shaking hands, many perceived that 
as Chandra having lost his fire. He 
had succumbed to the powers that 
be. ( Note : this is not the first such 
incident. A similar situation took 
place earlier this year between these 
two men at an IKIM function.) 

HAS CHANDRA 
CHANGED? 

Let me provide an alternative 
evaluation. The man Chandra ex
tended his 'Salam' to the man -
Mahathir - who had once separated 
him from his family and friends -
without a trace of hatred or venge
ance. Not only did he not succumb 
to the powers that be, he did not 
succumb to the power of 

hatred ... which is more natural to do. 
He has not lost his frre; he, on the 
contrary, showered Mahathir with 
compassion as he willingly extended 
his hands regardless of what 
Mahathir had done. 

You see, people like Chandra are 
non-reactive persons. They are 
guided by strong principles which 
they keep close at heart. Before any 
of us labels a man like him as 
"Mahathir's man" or accuses him of 
this or that, we must remember that 
he has clocked in more hours in 
fighting for human rights, truth and 
justice than many of us put together. 
So give the man more credit. 

Has he forgotten about the ISA? 
Put it this way. While you and I were 
watching television as Operation 
Lallang took place in 1987, he was 
one of those rounded up. His family 
had to face the traumatic experience 
of not knowing when Chandra 
would return. Do you really think he 
has forgotten the ISA? Or, has he 
found something more significant to 
look into? 

I am not saying that he has no 
faults. For example, personally I do 
fmd Chandra is sometimes carried 
by emotions while delivering his 
talks. But, I have known this man 
personally since 1986. I have read 
most of his works and followed 
Aliran' s viewpoints since then. If 
you think that Chandra has been 
bought over, I wish to provide an 
alternative viewpoint. Have you 
read how similar Wawasan 2020 is 
to Aliran's ideals and writings since 
1977? Who influenced who here? 
Anyway, why don't you also com
pare the arguments on international 
issues put forth by the government in 
the last few years to Chandra's and 
Aliran's writing of 10 years ago? 

Chandra's goals have not 
changed. The change that took place 
is actually in our perception of him. 
Many, guided by hatred of the man 
Mahathir or the government, have 
forgotten the Chandra that we knew. 
I would like to quote an example. 
Earlier this year, Chandra's article 
on Islam , the Malay Race and 
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Tolerance was carried in the NST. 
Someone then exclaimed, "Look , 
Chandra has changed direction. He 
is saying good things about the 
Malays now!". In fact, the article 
was written by him some 15 to 20 
years ago. ( I guess the change of 
perception towards him also took 
placeattheNST. You winsome, you 
lose some). So please check, who 
has changed. 

While his goals remain, his plat
form and emphasis have changed. 
Thus, he will carry this emphasis in 
his future activities through a new 
platform, i.e. ruST. Let us not allow 
our hatred towards others, make us 
judge him or others like him in the 
wrong light. 

Now let us get back to Suaram, 
Sivarasa and Mahathir. I propose we 
try to practise a Gandhian 
philosophy. Hate the Sin and not the 
Sinner. Thus , if the sinner officiates 
at a particular function, we are not 
overly lost. We, of course must 
remind ourselves of the sins and 
most of all not practise them oursel
ves within our own Circle of In
fluence. 

In fact, I propose another al terna
tive. It is perhaps a better and more 
productive challenge for Suararn to 
try to sell the idea of abolishing the 
ISA as a positive point to Mahathir. 
Sell him the idea that he will be far 
more convincing and respected by 
both peoples of the North and the 
South as he will be seen as a leader 
who practises what he preaches. Do 
this with compassion and not in a 
confrontational approach. If you 
choose a confrontational approach, 
he will just shut you up, and you 
become "Bagai anjing nyalak 
bukit". Convince him that by not 
doing so he is just one more sup
porter of the West that he condemns. 
As Ibn Khaldun, the great medieval 
historian wrote, "The conquered 
people, adopt the forms, ideas and 
manners of the conquering people." 

Most of all, let us all be focused. 
Let us work together for the common 
good. Let us all respect each others' 
ideas even if we do not agree with 
them• 



CAMPAIGN 

ELECTION MANIFESTO: 

Plantation workers speak up 
This time round, plantation workers and 
their votes cannot be taken for granted. 
They mean busin~, says RANI RASIAH, 
representing the Support Group for the 
Plantation Workers. 

Whoever seeks their support will have to 
represent their cause faithfully and will 
have to give an undertaking to this effect. 

Titionally, come election time, it has 
been difficult for politicians to 

garner votes from plantation workers. 
With some tens of thousands of dollars, 
politicians are able to play Santa Claus and 
distribute football jerseys, chairs, fixings, 
pots and pans etc and thereby secure large 
pools of votes for themselves. 

But this time round, election candidates 
nationwide will be in for a surprise. The 
plantation electorate will be setting aside 
their ritual request for crumbs and will in
stead be demanding for serious and immedi
ate action to redress their w.orking and living 
conditions. 

FWEDEMANDS 

DEMAND 1: JUST WAGES 

DEMAND 2: REALISTIC COMPEN
SATION IN THE EVENT OF SALE 
OF EST AlE 

DEMAND 3: RE-IMPLEMENT A
TION OF THE HOUSE OWNERSHIP 
SCHEME 

DEMAND 4: RJLL Y GOVERN
MENT-AIDED TAMIL SCHOOLS 

DEMANDS: PROVISION OF BASIC 
AMFNITIES IN ALL ESTATES 

BACKGROUND TO DEMANDS 

1. Just Wages 
The charts below clearly depict the cancelling effect 

of galloping inflation on minimal pay rises for rubber 
plantation workers over the past 20 years. 

I ust wages for plantation workers that reflect the 
value and output of their labour, and which are ahead of 
price rises are certainly long overdue. 

Chart 1: Price Inflation from 1970 to 1994 
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2. Compensation upon Sale of Estate 

Employment (Termination and Lay-off 
Benefits) Regulations 1980 

Length of completed 
service 

1 year but less than 2 
years 

2 years but less than 5 
years 

5 years and more 

No. of days' wages 
entitlement per year of 
service 

10 

15 

20 

This is all that the law provides for workers in the 
event of termination, say, when an estate is sold for 
development If on an average a worlcer earns RM200 for 
20 ~ys' work, upon retrenchment after 25 years of 
serv1ce, he or she is eligible for RM5,000 as compensa
tion. RM5,000 in no way reflects his contribution to the 
profits amassed by the plantation company. 

Retrenchment leaves the worker jobless and horne
less and extracts him out of his community. He is thrown 
into the labour marlcet completely unskilled and begins 
once again at the bottom of the employment rung. 

The need to enact and amend laws to provide fairer 
benefits is most urgent now as more and more estates are 
being sold and as such every plantation worlcer is faced 
with the possibility of retrenchment sooner or later. 

Specirlcally, workers are demanding: 

i. 100 days' wages per year of service or $1,000, 
whichever is higher. 

ii. Provision of a low cost house or RM50,000. 

iii. Institution of a scheme similar to Socso which in 
the eventuality of retrenchment will subsidise the 
cost of skills training for workers. 

3. Re-implementation of House Ownership 
Scheme 

The house ownership scheme initiated in 1970 by the 
then Prime Minister, Tun Razak seemed a genuine at
tempt by the government to help the low wage estate 
population to own homes. Unfortunately, the scheme 
died with the late Premier, after having been imple-
mented in 17 estates. . 

Tennamaram Estate workers in Batang Berjuntai 
benefitted from this scheme when it was implemented in 
1973. 

Tennamaram Estate 
House Ownership Scheme 

House measurement 40' X 80' 

Total cost of house: RM10,500 

Company's contribution: RM500 

Down payment RM3,000 

Monthly repayment RM62.30 per month 
(over 15 years) 

Loan from govenunent RM7 ,000 
fund at 5% interest 

Now plantation worlcers want this scheme revived in 
?rder to make house ownership a real possibility and not 
JUst a remote dream. 

4. Fully-aided Tamil Schools 
Poorly equipped estate Tamil schools are a contribut

ing factor for the pathetic performance of estate school 
children in govenunent examinations. (See Table). The 
government cites their location on private premises as 
reason for not fully aiding them. 

Table: 1993 UPSR Bahasa Malaysia 
(Penullsan) results In selected schools 

No.of No.of Aor Dor 
schools students B E 

Ipoh Premier Schoos 6 1162 893 113 
(77%) (10%) 

Sg Siput Sek. Ren. 5 302 129 96 
Kebangsaan (43%) (32%) 

Sg Siput Sek. Ren. 5 103 0 99 
Jenis Kebangsaan (96%) 
(Tamil) Estate 
Schools 

Source: JPN Perak 

Private land or not, plantation votes count And estate 
school students follow the Malaysian education system 
and have to compete as equals in government examina
tions. A<; such, the plantation workers demand that their 
children be provided with the same facilities and learning 
environment in schools so that there will be a future for 
them in our society. 
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S. Provision of Basic Amenities 
37 years after Merdeka, a substantial portion of the 

estate population dwell in semi-primitive conditions as 
the table shows. 

Table: Some Findings of a 
1991 survey carried out In 1,456 estates 

* 35% of houses didn't meet workers minimum 
standards of the Housing & Amenities Act 1990. 

*In 19% of estates there was no electricity. A fur
ther 36% of estates didn't have 24-hour electricity 
supply. 

* 40% of estates didn't have 24-hour water supply. 

Source: Labour Ministry Report 

Plantation workers demand: 

i. 24-hour water and electricity supply. 

ii. Kindergartens. 

iii. Health clinic in the vicinity. 

iv. Tar roads within the estate. 

The government should convert the housing area of 
each estate into public land to enable it to extend the 
above facilities to estate dwellers. 

VOTE SEEKER'S DECLARATION 
The plantation workers' election manifesto does not 

come as a bare document destined to go into oblivion 
once it has reached the politicians. It is a manifesto that 
pressurises the vote seeker to take a stand by signing the 
following declaration which accompanies the list of 
demands. 

• I shaU forward these demands to the top 
leadership of my party. 

• HI win, I shall articulate these demands in the 
State Assembly or Parliament. 

• Every six months, I shaU at a gathering of the 
plantation community in my constituency, 
report on the steps I have taken to help fulfil 
these demands. 
Any candidate signing this declaration must know 

that the people mean business this time. If he is voted in 
and fails to keep his promise, the people will know 
whether he is truly their representative. Enough of verbal 
assurances! The plantation community has suffered from 
empty promises for too long a time. 

RATIONALE 
As was revealed in the recent budget presentation that 

the Malaysian economy has continued to record a 8 per 
cent growth for the past seven consecutive years. This 
widely acclaimed high rate of growth is, unfortunately, 
not reflected in the wages and living conditions of its 
workers. 

Braemer Estate: They won't settle for crumbs this time 

TUNAIKAN 
TUNTUTAN KAMI 

The Five Demands 

We are, in 
any case, talk
ing about plan
tation workers 
whose labour 
has con
tributed sig
nificantly to 
the building of 
the country. 
Rubber 
reigned as the 

chief export of Malaysia from 1913 to 1979 while oil 
palm followed a close second before it replaced rubber 
as the chief exporter in 1979. While capital has rewarded 
itself abundantly, labour has not received its due. There 
is wealth - share it out more equitably. 

The Sixth Malaysia Plan identifies plantation 
workers, among others, as a poverty group. However, 
measures to alleviate poverty do not include the planta
tion poor as they are on private land and therefore deemed 
to be the responsibility of the plantation companies. Our 
plantation history has amply demonstrated that mag
nanimity is not the chief virtue of plantation companies 
and that the welfare of their workers is not closest to their 
heart. The hope placed on plantation companies by three 
generations of workers has now hopelessly faded. 

Having been identified as a poverty group by the 
government, estate workers want the government to 
directly step in and improve their lot. Such a bold step 
would be in keeping with the concept of a caring society 
which we aspire to achieve .• 
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HUMAN RIGHTS II 

Rethinking Human Rights: 

Rhetoric And Realities 
The Malaysian Prime Minister has no 
credentials for gracing a conference 

on human rights 

Is there an Asian version 
of human rights? This 
article is a critique on the 
recent conference on 
"Rethinking Human 
Rights". KUA KIA 
SOONG maintains that 
consistency is the ultimate 
test of the true human 
rights activist. In his 
opinion, both the 
Malaysian state and its 
leaders have failed the test. 

An international conference was 
held recently in the Malaysian capi
tal Kuala Lwnpur on "Rethinking 
Hwnan Rights". It was organised by 
a Non-Governmental Organisation 
(NGO), Just World Trust (JUS1) led 
by once vociferous critic of the 
Mahathir regime, Dr Chandra 
Muzaffar. 

It set out to question the 
"western" defmition of human 
rights, its "obsession with individual 
freedoms", proposing in its place 
subordination of the individual to a 
"Transcendental Reality", or as a 
cynical lyricist has put it - "value
added Asian values". 

Most Malaysian NGOs involved 
in defending hwnan rights have 

never failed to campaign against any 
duplicity by Governments of the 
North in cases of invasion, des
tablisation and also subversion of 
countries of the South through 
economic domination. 

Nevertheless, this JUST con
ference contained enough hints of 
revisionism for Malaysian NGOs to 
suspect that the attempt to subvert, or 
(to use the Malaysian Government's 
euphemism for dealing with political 
detainees) "rehabilitate" hwnan 
rights, is under way. 

MALAYSIAN REALITIES 
The affront to Malaysian hwnan 

rights activists was the fact that Dr 
Mahathir should be asked to open 
the conference and to deliver the 
keynote address on "Rethinking 
Hwnan Rights", and his deputy to 
close it. For if we examine the reality 
of Malaysian society and the 
nwnerous violations of hwnan 
rights, the Malaysian Prime Minister 
has no credentials for gracing a con
ference on human rights. 

Detention without trial remains 
on the statute books and is still being 
used as a convenient tool by the 
Malaysian State to silence Opposi
tion leaders and other dissidents. 
There are currently some 4,000 
detainees held without trial under the 
Internal Security Act, the Emergen
cy Ordinance and the Dangerous 
Drugs Act 
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The public organs of mass media 
are tightly controlled by the ruling 
party; land rights of indigenous na
tives and wban settlers are routinely 
violated; civil liberties are denied, 
and electronics worlcers still have no 
right to form a union of their choice. 

ROLE OF EUTES OF THE 
SOUTH 

The fatal flaw in this revisionist 
theory of human rights (and an age
old critique of Third Worldist 
analyses) is the omission of the role 
of elites of the South in the global 
scheme of things. 

If we look at the reality of this 
global domination by transnational 
corporations and the North, we will 
see that the ruling elites of the South 
are a vital element in this linkage. 

The recent scandal of the 
Malaysian Pergau Dam-British arms 
deal and the rake-offs involved in 
grossly inflated costs show that the 
Malaysian side is by no means an 
innocent victim of "British domina
tion". In the Memorandwn of Un
derstanding, we find that both 
British and Malaysian taxpayers are 
the losers. 

JAPANESE TRAP 
Another omission by 

"Rethinkers" of hwnan rights who 
point to the hypocrisy of theW est, is 
the role of "Eastern" North countries 
such as Japan. Surely, Third 
Worldists would not, in their analyti
cal wisdom, omit Japan from the 
First World? 

In the case of Malaysia, we find 
that its Prime Minister, Dr Mahathir, 
has all along actively promoted 
Japanese domination of the 
Malaysian economy through his 
"Look East Policy"; so much so that 
Malaysia today faces a most worry
ing Yen debt trap. The current ac
count deficit largely arises from the 
huge Japanese imports and yen
dominated loans, which last year 



Constituted33 percentofMalaysia's 
external debt 

The question for human rights 
revisionists is: why is Japan left out 
of their analysis of the "North"? If 
Japan is different from the other 
Nathem dominators, how is its 
economic domination different? 
Here again, we see a fatal omission 
in the links between elites of the 
North and South. 

SEA'S BOSNIA 
When we look at another South 

East Asian country, Indonesia, this 
linkage is unmistakable. Thus, the 
countries of the North have been 
rather passive about the right of the 
East Timorese to self-determination 
simply because there are multi-bil
lion arms sales and oil deals to com
promise with the Indonesian ruling 
elites. 

And East Timor is surely South 
East Asia's Bosnia, the latter being a 
country that the Malaysian Govern
ment so fervently-champions on the 
world stage. While we have no 
hesitation in supporting the Bos
nians against Serb fascism, the 
Malaysian Prime Minister and the 
Indonesian regime should not be al
lowed to get away with such blatant 
double standards when it comes to 
East TUJKX' or Burma 

THE ACID TEST 
Thus, consistency is the acid test 

of the true human rights activist. Dr 
Mahathir fails this test because he 
believes in "not offending a friendly 
neighbouring 
country", i.e. In
donesia. 

Radio and 
Television Malaysia 
vets all news about the 
recent "troubles" in 
East Timor in order 
not to offend the In
donesian Govern
ment Is this an 
example of "Asian 
values"? 

devalues Third Worldist analysis is 
the role of Southern "sub-im
perialists" who are actively plunder
ing other less developed countries 
such as Papua New Guinea, Fiji, 
Soloman Islands, Guyana and 
Surinam. Malaysian-registered 
companies are at the forefront of this 
latest regional domination. 

We must, of course, not forget 
the oppression by Southern elites of 
their own people. The Malaysian 
state does not hesitate to suppress the 
indigenous natives who defend their 
customary land; the urban settlers 
who p-rotest against forcible evic
tions; the residents who demand a 
clean and safe environment, and the 
others who fight for civil liberties. 

RETHINKING HUMAN 
RIGHTS 

By all means, let's hear concrete 
proposals about incorporating 
"Asian values" or other "alternative 
philosophies of human dignity" 
which are supposed to improve the 
existing set of universal human 
rights. The critique of "individual 
rights" and the call for the inclusion 
of "collective rights" is after all an 
old Marxist critique of the 1948 
Human Rights Charter. We are 
prepared to accept any such refor
mulation which takes into account 
the rights of women, indigenous na
tives and other collective rights. 

But so far, neither Dr Mahathir 
nor the JUST "rethinkers" of human 
rights seem to have come up with 
any new formulations for our con

sideration. 

Another aspect of Penan blockade: Dr M ignores 
Southern elites which human rights at home 

On the other 
hand, concerned 
human rights ac
tivists ·oo insist for 
example, that Is
lamic values are in 
fact more consis
tent in condemning 
detention without 
trial. Thus while 
the British colonial 
power in Malaya 
was prepared to ac
cept detention 
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without trial under certain exigen
cies, it has been pointed out by Is
lamic human rights activists that 
Islamic values strictly forbid such 
violations of the right of the accused 
to be heard in an open court of law. 

Why don't we incorporate such 
clearly more progressive Islamic 
values in the Southern countries? 

MALAYSIAN SCANDALS 
There are other features of 

Malaysian society which are less 
progressive than the situation under 
British colonialism. This is seen in 
the refusal by the Malaysian 
Government to reintroduce elected 
local government, a feature of newly 
Independent Malaysia in the Fifties 
and Sixties. 

And while Opposition parties 
enjoyed the freedom to distribute 
their newspapers even in colonial 
times, this right was curtailed by the 
Malaysian Government in 1991 
when they decided to restrict the cir
culation of party organs to "members 
only". 

Similarly, public rallies during 
general elections have ben banned 
since 1974 but the ruling party side
steps this restriction when Ministers 
address public rallies in the course of 
"Government business•. 

Thus, instead of showing the 
world that we have become more 
mature and developed, the 
Malaysian Government by trying to 
handicap the Opposition is actually 
saying we have become more un
stable and insecure. 

Another Asian value of "face 
saving" has a lot to do with the 
democratic principle of account
ability. But instead of being more 
"thin-skinned" than Westerners, we 
find that in recent years when one 
public scandal after another has sur
faced (e.g. the 2.5 billion ringgit 
BMF losses in 1983; the recent 30 
billion ringgit forex losses by the 
National Bank; the spate of Airport 
fires and the attempt by the Minister 
to cover-up; the energy crisis of 
1992), not a single Malaysian Mini
ster has offered to resign • 



FREEDOM 

Preventive detention in Malaysia 
SERULING BAMBU takes a dose look at the 
various laws that allow for violations of basic 
human rights. The ISA, which anns the ruling 
elites with draconian powers, comes under close 
scrutiny, revealing the many abuses and 
highlighting some examples of how confessions 
are extracted from the detainees. 

I n Malaysia. there are three separate laws that allow the 
government to detain people without trial. Two of 
these, the Internal Security Act 1960 (ISA) and the 

Fmergency (Public Order and Prevention of Crime) Or
dinance 1969 (POPO), are derived from the British 
colonial government's Emergency Regulations Or
dinance (1948) and were introduced following 
Malaysia's independence in 1957. 

The ISA, which allows the executive wide ranging 
powers to arrest and detain people deemed to be a threat 
to national securicy, has however been frequently used to 
detain individuals for their alleged or real political ac
tivities or beliefs. It has also been used against religious 
groups. Recently, 8 leaders of the AI Arqam movement, 
a religious group that was recently banned because the 
executive felt that they had deviated from the true teach
ings of Islam, were detained under the ISA. 

The Emergency Ordinance gives the executive power 
to detain people suspected of having committed, or in
tending to commit, criminal offences. Recently, in 
January 1994, this Act was used to detain, and later place 
under restriction, two worker leaders, who were involved 
in a management-worker dispute at Ladang Sungai 
Kawang, a rubber-oil palm plantation owned by Taiko 
Plantations.[See AM 1994:14(2) & (4)] 

The third and most recent law allowing for preventive 
detention is the Dangerous Drugs (Special Preventive 
Measures) Act 1985. 

Most of these laws contain similar features, and thus, 
in this article we will focus our attention on the ISA 

THE FEDERAL CONSTITUI'JON AND 
THE/SA 

The provisions contained in the ISA exist pursuant to 
Article 149 of the Malaysian Constitution, which allows 
the Malaysian Parliament to create "special powers 
against subversion, organised violence and crimes 
prejudicial to the public and emergency powers." 

In effect, this allows Article 149 to suspend the con
stitutional guarantee of "fundamental liberties" as 
enshrined in Article 5, 9, 10 and 13 which relate to the 
right to liberty of a person, freedom of movement, speech, 
assembly and association and the right to property. 

The power of the Parliament to provide for preventive 
detention is with certain limitation, as specifically 
provided for in Article 151 of the Malaysian Constitution. 
Anyone held in preventive detention must firSt be told 
why he/she is being detained, and be given the oppor
tunity to make representations to an advisory board, 
which in tum advises the Yang di-Pertuan Agong on 
whether the detention should be upheld. 

However, Article 151(3) qualifies this by not requir
ing "any authority to disclose facts whose disclosure 
would in its opinion be against the national interest." 
Thus, even this minor check and balance against the 
misadministration of justice is qualified. Anyway, in the 
past, the advice of the advisory board carried little or no 
weight on the Minister's decision. 

THE INTERNAL SECURITY ACT 1960 (ISA) 

The ISA gives the executive extraordinary and excep
tional power, with almost no check and balance. 

Under the ISA, the Minister of Home Affairs, who is 
presently the Prime Minister, Dato Seri .Dr~ 
Mohamad, is given immense power to arbttrarily detain 
a person. For example, Section 8(1) states that "if the 
Minister is satisfied that the detention of any person is 
necessary with a view of preventing him from acting in 
a manner prejudicial to the security of Malaysia or any 
part thereof or to the maintenance of essential services 
therein or to the economic life thereof, he may make an 
order {that is a detention order) directing that the person 
be detained for any period not exceeding two years ... " 

Alternatively, section 8(5) states that if the Minister 
decides not to make the detention order, he may impose 
upon release certain restrictions pertaining to the freedom 
of expression, movement and association. On 28 October 
1994, six of the Arqam leaders were released with con
ditions. 

Supplementing section 8, is section 73 which em
powers any police officer to detain without w~t, any 
person in respect of whom he has reason to believe that 
there are grounds which would justify detention under 
section 8; and, "that he had acted or is about to act or is 
likely to act in a manner prejudicial to the security of the 
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nation ... maintenance of essential services ... or to the 
economic life ... " 

Under section 73, any person arrested in this manner 
may be held without charge for interrogation for up to 60 
days if an officer of or above the rank of Deputy Super
intendent reports the circumstances of the arrest and 
detention to a police officer designated by the Inspector 
General of Police and if that officer deems that the 
inquiries cannot be completed within 30 days. 

THE 60-DAY DETENTION PERIOD FOR 
INVESTIGATION 

The treatment accorded to the detainees during the 
60-day investigation period varies considerably from 
person to person. It appears to depend on the particular 
"case officer" in charge of conducting the interrogation, 
the particular social and political status of the individual 
detainees and the degree of their "supposed" cooperation 
with the interrogating officers. The interrogation is 
reported to have been conducted in a "correct" and formal 
manner on some occasions, while on other occasions 
more heavy-handed techniques were employed by·the 
interrogation officers. 

This use of harsher interrogative techniques, ap
parently designed to humiliate and frighten detainees, 
wear their defence doown, identify their weaknesses and 
destabilize them both psychologically and physically, has 
been applied to detainees with varying degrees of inten
sity. In some instances, the detainees were apparently 
humiliated. threatened and subjected to a barrage of 
verbal abuse by up to seven Special Branch officers at a 
time. 

The extracts below, taken from sworn testimonies by 
four former detainees, who described their treatment in 
detention in their application for a writ of habeas corpus, 
indicate the kind of ill treatment meted out to some of the 
detainees: 

"During the first two weeks of my detention, I was 
interrogated very vigorously by Special Branch officers 
about my personal faith and my religious activities. I was 
not allowed to sleep for days at a stretch and was warned 
that I would not get my food if I did not cooperate. One 
Inspector threatened to distwb my girlfriend ... On one 
occasion I was knocked down to the ground and I injured 
my back. Since then, I have been passing blood in my 
urine and have suffered pain in my lower back constantly 
... On one occasion, Inspector (name withheld) forced me 
to strip naked and enact the cruciflX.ion of Jesus Christ. 
[He] also forced me to crawl on the floor in a naked state 

" 
"'The cell was windowless, the only ventilation being 

some holes in the upper portion of a wall. It was lit by a 
single light which was kept on all night ... At all times I 
was kept in solitary confinement ... For a fuU month at 
le&1 from my arrest. my entire beddirig was a thin 

plywood sheet on a cement slab. I was only then given a 
mattress ... I was insulted and verbally abused during 
these interrogations and sometimes put in fear of violence 
on myself. On the nineth day after my arrest I was beaten 
... with a stick about lcm X 4cm X 12<km on my legs and 
the soles of my feet several times ... He also threatened 
to strip me naked ... " 

"A police officer put fear in me ... by saying "if I 
squeeze your balls, how long can you last?" ... I was also 
subjected to the cold treatment during intem>gation with 
very cold air directed through the louvres onto my head 
causing me to shiver ... [I] experienced hallucination and 
woke up in cold sweat. For two or three nights I hal
lucinated that a big cobra was crawling beside me ... It 
was Wlder such harsh and oppressive circumstances that 
I was requested to make statements ... " 

"I was forced to stand on a leg with the arms out
stretched and head bent backwards for long periods until 
I collapsed onto the floor ... Immediately I was kicked by 
the police officer and asked to stand up again on one leg, 
and this was repeated many times ... I was forced to walk 
blindfolded towards the wall resulting in knocking 
myself against the wall and this was repeated many times. 
The police officers stamped on my toes and fmgers 
causing excruciating and prolonged pains. I was sub
jected to the "cold treatment" which consisted of standing 
in front of a very cold air conditioner either naked or half 
naked several times and over several days and on one 
occasion after the police offiCer had thrown cold water 
all over me ... I was forced to strip naked. A police officer 
then rolled up a bundle of newspapers, lit one end and 
threatened to burn my genitals bringing the lighted end 
close to my genitals ... A police officer stated that he 
would ... make sexual advances to my wife ... " 

Many of the ex -detainees who are released usually do 
not want to discuss the conditions under detention. 

CONFESSION AND THE WHITE PAPER 

During or after the 60-day investigation period, there 
is actually no requirement that the detainee has to confess, 
whether privately to their Investigation Officers or to the 
Malaysian public through the media. However, a confes
sion would defmitely help serve as a justification for the 
use of section 8 Orders by the Minister. Even then, the 
voluntariness of confession is always suspect 

1be recent movie "In the Name of the Father", which 
was based on a true story thai happened in the United 
Kingdom, suggests how unreliable confessions made in 
police detention are. 1be victims in this case were 
detained for about 14 years before the truth came out 

The WhitePaper,frrstintroduced in 1836inEngland, 
was a useful device to keep citizens informed about any 
extraordinary development affecting the country. It gives 
the government's point of view to the electorate, espe
cially when the electorate is disturbed by the 
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government's actions, particularly when the government 
appears to be acting in bad faith. There is no requirement 
in law that the government have to come out with one, 
and even if they do, as was done during Operation Lallang 
in 1987, it was as one author put it, 'nothing but a 
concoction of lies and half truths ' . 

DETENTION ORDERS AND RESTRICTION 
ORDERS 

Mter the 60-day detention fo- investigation, the 
Home Minister by virtue of section 8 is empowered to 
issue a two year detention order o- restriction order. 
Those issued a detention order are usually transferred to 
the KamWlting Detention Centre near Taiping, Perak. 

Here they are grouped together in separate 
'kawasans' (blocks), and confined to concrete barracks. 
Communication within barracks is Wlrestricted but no 
communication is allowed between 'kawasans', each 
being separated by high walls of corrugated iron and 
barbed wire. Conditions here are better, but the restriction 
on visits by family and friends continues. Mail also 
continues to be censored. · 

In the event of a restriction o-der, the Minister may 
make an order imposing all o- any of the following 
restrictions or conditions upon a person: 

• Restricting his activities, the place of his residence 
and employment 
• Prohibiting him from being out of doocs between 
certain specified hours. 
• Requiring him to notify the authorities as to his 
movements; and 
• Prohibiting him from addressing public meetings, 
or from holding offiCe or from getting involved in 
certain organisations and also political activities. 
• Prohibiting him from travelling beyond the boun
daries of the area of his restriction. 

What happens if a restricted person breaches the 
restriction/condition imposed on him/her? 

According to section 44 and 44A of the IS A, a person 
who breaches a restriction/condition is guilty of an of
fence and upon conviction will be liable to a fme not 
exceeding RM1,<XX> or to imprisonment for not more 
than one year, o- both. 

Under the Emergency Ordinance, section 4A(4), a 
breach of conditions/restrictions is also an offence and 
upon conviction will be subject to a punishment of not 
less than two years and not more than five years of 
imprisonment 

When it comes to the detention or restriction order, it 
is not always a question of one or the other. Many of the 
1987 Operation Lallang detainees, when released after 
being detained Wlder a detention order, were slapped with 
a restriction order. In the 1994 Arqam detention, the 6 

ex-leaders of Arqam, upon completion of the 60-day 
investigation period, were immediately subjected to 
restriction orders. 

IS LEGAL CHALLENGE POSSIBLE? 

The ISA was amended in August 1989 to disallow 
judicial review (including the writ of habeas corpus) in 
any court, and to ensure that no cowt can have or exercise 
any jwisdiction with respect to any act undertaken or 
decision made by the Agong or the Minister in the 
exercise of their power in accordance with this act, except 
with regard to the question of compliance with any 
procedural requirement Certain aspects of procedural 
requirement were also excluded by virtue of section 8A 
of the ISA. (Similar amendments were also made to the 
other two Acts that allow for detention without trial.) 

Legal challenge has thus become very difficult, but 
not totally impossible; whether or not it is of any use is 
another question. Many previous ~ccesses in the court 
with regard to the question of non-compliance of a pro
cedural requirement saw only the re-arrest and detention 
of the detainee. Following re-arrest, the person is again 
subjected to the 60-<lay investigation period. 

PREVENTWE DETENTION 
(RESTRICTION) IN MALAYSIA TODAY 

It was disclosed in Parliament on 21 July 1993, that 
9,542 persons have been detained under the ISA since 
1960, whilst the Emergency Ordinance has been used on 
797 persons since 1969 and the Dangerous Drugs (Spe
cial Preventive Measures) Act was used to detain 3,193 
persons since 1985·. 

As of 12 October 1994, a total of 27 people are being 
detained Wlder the ISA, 200 under the Emergency Or
dinance and 3,888 Wlder the Dangerous Drugs (Special 
Preventive Measures) Act 1985. One wonders how many 
more persons are Wlder restrictive orders. 

Most of the time, we are Wlaware when these Acts are 
being used; even through parliamentary questions we 
have discovered that we are unable to obtain details of 
those under preventive detention. These legislations, 
especially the ISA and the Emergency Ordinance, have 
been used against worker leaders, NGO activists, human 
rights defenders, environmentalists, members of 
religious movements, church workers, opposition 
politicians, academicians and other individuals. 

It is equally unjust for a person to be released from 
detention only to be placed Wlder a restriction order for 
two years. 

Justice demands the unconditional and immediate 
release of all those being subjected to preventive deten
tions; the immediate withdrawal of all restriction orders, 
and the repeal of legislations that allow for preventive 
detention, namely the ISA, the Emergency Ordinance 
and the DD(SPM)A. 
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FOREX LOSSES: 
PAC DECISION 
UNCONVINCING 

Aliran is taken aback by the 
Public Accounts Committee's hasty 
decision to clear Bank Negara of any 
wrong.-doing in the RM15 billion 
f<Xex ~ after a shOO inquiry. 

The PAC merely accepted the ex
planationsof senior BankNegaraand 
Finance Ministry offiCials. Neither 
the previous Bank Negara governor 
nor the. Fmance Minister appeared 
bef<Xe the PAC. 

What is appalling is that the PAC 
cleared Bank Negara without even 
viewing the Bank's accounts. The 
governor of the Bank refused to 
divulge financial details of the trans
actions "in the interest of the nation." 

Aliran fails to see how the "inter
est of the nation" will be served by 
such a cover-up. Obviously, the PAC 
~ failed in its duty to detennine 
who was responsible for the massive 
speculation on the f<Xex marlcets. 

After everything has been said 
and done, we get the feeling that the 

PAC has taken us all for a ride with 
its so-called inquiry. 

Gan Kong Hwee 
ExcoMembtr 

22 September 1994 

WHY THE 
APPARENT 
DISPARITY 

Malaysians who watched the 
8pm news on Tuesday (4-10-94)over 
TV3, witnessed coach Ramanathan 
handcuffed and dragged to court and 
charged with molestation of two 
teenage girls. 

The glaring disparity in the 
process of law must have flashed 
across their minds. They must have 
wondered why the law-enforcing ef
forts are not that vigorous in 
prosecuting another person who is . 
alleged to have had an affair with an 
underaged girl. 

Tan Sri Abdul Rahim Tamby 
Chik, the Chief Minister of MaJacca. 
was allegedly involved with a 15-
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year old girl. His alleged involve.. 
ment in this case has serious reper
cussions from the point of law and in 
view of the girl's age. Under the 
Penal Coode, Rahim's alleged con
duct is ~tamount to statutory rape. 

In spite of the Prime Minister 
himself having ordered an investiga
tion into this sordid affair, investiga
tions into this m<X"e serious incident 
appears to be dragging on indefinite.. 
ly. Rahim has not even been inter
viewed by the police; no statement 
has been recorded from him thus far. 

In fact. the alleged victim is under 
police detention whereas the alleged 
accused is holidaying abroad. 

In the case of Ramanathan, on the 
other hand. the police has nof even 
waited for the rep00 from the five.. 
member committee appointed by the 
Youth & Sports Minister Abdul 
Ghani Othman to investigate allega
tions of sexual harassment ·bef<Xe 
charging him in court. Why the dis
crepancy in the manner the two cases 
have been handled1 

In the minds of many Malaysians, 
the wheels of justice is seen to trundle 
on swiftly when an ordinary citizen 



falls foul of the law. But when a 
politician of some standing is in a 
similar predicament, the wheels of 
justice seem to be reluctant to roll on. 

Ramanathan is a nonentity 
w~ Rahim is a political per
sonality -there lies the difference and 
this apparently explains the distinc
tion in the process of justice. 

The concept that under the Con
stitution everyone is equal before the 
law, and that the law doesn't make 
any distinction when it prosecutes a 
wrongdoer, nee<b to be desperately 
rein(~ through tangible deeds. 

And this can only be tangibly es
tablished when the wheels of justice 
roll on without any apparent 
hindrance in the case ofTan Sri Abdul 
Rahim Tamby Chik. 

7 October 1994 

P. Rtui'IIJicrishna 
Prrsident 

ALIRANAGM 
Aliran Kesedaran Negara 

(ALIRAN) held its 18th Amual 
General Meeting at its office ino 
Penang on 6 November 1994. 

The AGM which was well-at
tended witnessed a lively debate and 
discussion on the various iBies aris
ing from the President's RepOO. 

Sdra P Ramakrishnan was 
retwned unopposed as President f<r 
a second term. 

Dr Mustafa K Anuar took over as 
Secretary from Dr Francis Loh K<* 
Wah who steAJed down after having 
served f<r three years. 

The AGM elected the following 
to serve on the Executive Committee 
f<r 1994/1995: 

President: 
Sdra P Ramakrlshnan 

Secretary: 
Dr Mustafa K AnlB 

Asst Secretary: 
Dr Hamima Dona Mustafa 

Treasurer: 
Dr S SUbramanlam 

Members: 
Dr Ariffin Om• 
Sdra Gan Kong HwM 
SdraJomKim 
Sdra Anil Noel Netto 

Sdra Am• Gill 

Sdra PaJan Singh 
Sdra Jubal Lawrence 
Low des 
Sdra Lai Ywen Por 
Sdra Ong Eu Soon 
Sdri Lalltha Valdyanathan 

Dr Molly Lee 
Auditor: 

Sdra Mohamed Osman bin 
Mohd Ibrahim 

P Ramalcrisluum 
Prrsident 

8 November 1994 

WHERE ARE THE 
LOW-COST 
HOUSES? 

Alinm shares the dismay of 
Housing and Local Government 
Minister Dr Tmg Chew Peh over the 
very disappointing ped011Tlaoce of 
the public secl<X' in achieving its low
cost housing target 

Out of the target of 40,<XX> houses 
f<r 1991-1993, ~public sect<X'only 
built 9,048 writs <r 22.6 per cent The 
Government cannot ell:ape respon
sibility f<r this depbable shortfall. 

According to Dr Tmg, one of the 
fact<rs behind the po<r performance 
of the public secl<X' was the low 
primly occorded to low-cost housing 
by state and local governments. H this 
is true, then the state and local 
government have failed the people -
especially those from the lower in
come group - miserably. 

Other facl<X's responsible f<r the 
po<r performance are the rising costs 
in implementing low-<:ost housing 
schemes and the difficulty in secW'
ing financing for such projects. These 
are lame excuses. H the government 
is seriously committed towards low-
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cost housing, then such publems 
need not remain as insurmountable 
obstacles. 

For instance, the government can 
provide interest-free loans. cheap 
land, tax incentives and even sub
sidies to encourage the construction 
of more low-cost houses. The alloca
tions made in the Budget is an en
couraging start. More funds f<r 
subsidies can be obCained by cutting 
down on wasteful, extravagant 
projects that do not benefit the 
people. 

We call upon the Government to 
show more purpose and commitment 
from now on in providing 
Malaysians with an adequate number 
of decent, low-<:OSt houses. 

16 November 1994 

AnilNello 
ExcoMember 

A BETRAYAL OF 
THE HIGHEST 

ORDER 
Aliran is appalled over the in

decision and inaction of the major 
powers in dealing with the ongoing 
Serb onslaught on Bihac, a so-<:alled 
UN "safe haven". 

The UN Security Cooocil's 
prime concern appears to be over the 
safety of the UN peacekeepers rather 
than the innocent men, women and 
children of Bosnia. Now that Bk 
is under siege, the UN Security 
Cooocil wants to pull-out its troops 
thus abandoning the people of Bk 
to the ruthless Serbs. This is a 
betrayal of the highest order and the 
blood of the people of Bihac will 
forever stain the hands of the per
manent members of the Security 
Cooocil 

What makes it even more farcical 
is that more UN troops may be sent 
in to protect UN troops who ~.-e 

withdrawing. Instead of protecting 
the Bosnians. the UN soldiers will 
now be protecting OCher UN troops! 
The UN has been comprehensively 



and completely hwniliated by the 
Serbs. 

ffthe UN is so concerned over the 
safety of its troops, it should never 
have deployed them to Bosnia. They 
would have been a lot safer in their 
barracks at home. 

Dr Musto,fa Kamal A.IIIUU 
Hon Secretary 

15 December 1994 

ABOUSH,NOT 
REVIEW, THE /SA 
Aliran once again calls upon the 

government to abolish the ISA which 
allows f<X' "preventive" detention 
without trial. It is not enough merely 
to review this most obnoxious piece 
of legislation which violates basic 
norms of human rights. 

From a spiritual perspective, 
detention without trial violates God's 
laws which uphold justice and truth. 
The ISA denies justice and suppres
ses the bUth - it is intrinsically evil. 
Malaysian leaders who wish to 
champion the cause of human rights 
on the international front and 
promote an equitable global ooler 
must be commended. But, in order to 
speak with any semblance of moral 
credibility and authOOty on the wood 
stage, they must first put their own 
house in order. 

The first stqJ is simple: Abolish 
the ISA. Will they have the moral 
courage to do so? 

Execlllive Collllfliltee 

15 December 1994 

DIRECT 
GOVERNMENT AID 

FOR INDIAN 
MALAYSIANS 

DIVERTED 
It is ironic that MIC President 

Samy Vellu should ask f<X' direct 
govenunent aid for Indian 

Malaysians to improve their 
economic position. 

The last time the Finance Minis
try allocated 10 million Telekom 
shares for the community via Maika, 
nine million shares were diverted to 
three obscure companies. (fo this 
day, the ACA has not disclosed the 
results of its reopened investigation 
into the scandal). 

Can the MIC President clarify 
how the ten million Telekom shares 
allocated by the government were 
used f<X" the benefit of the Indian 
community including the poor Maika 
shareholders? · 

Gall Kong Hwee 
ExcoMember 

16 December 1994 

STATE STATUTORY 
BODIES: SHOCKING 
DELAY IN SUBMff
TING ACCOUNTS 
A1iran is shocked to hear from the 

Auditor-General that 127 state 
statutory bodies have been late in 
submitting their annual financial 
reports. 58 of them are nearly four 
years late! What is going on? Don't 
these statutory bodies have any sense 
of public accountability? 

Why has no action been taken 
against the culprits? It needs remind
ing that taxpayers' and rakyat's 
money is involved here. Thrse state 
statutory bodies have failed in their 
obligation to account for the manage
ment of their funds. 

A1iran is wondering what the 
Finance Ministry is going to do to 
resolve this matter. We recommend 
that those responsible for the finan
cial management of the offending 
bodies be removed immediately if 
they cannot explain satisfactorily the 
reasons for the delay. 

A.nilNetJo 
ExcoMember 

16 December 1994 
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SPECIAL SHARE 
ALLOCATIONS: 

DISCLOSE 
CRITERIA USED 

A1iran is surprised by Rafidah 
Aziz 's statement that a committee 
under her ministry awarded RM1.5 
million Leader Universal Holdings 
shares to a legal firm jlintly owned 
by her son-in-law "who is qualified 
regardless of him being married to 
my daughter." 

Rafidah should clarify what 
specific criteria were used to deter
mine the eligibility of her son-in-law 
to receive those shares. What is it 
exactly that makes him (or his finn) 
so "qualified" f<X' the allocation? 
Thrse shares could have benefited 
many poorer Malaysians. 

The government needs to wgent
ly re-examine the criteria it uses to 
determine who is eligible for such 
share allocation. 

We hope that the ACA will inves
tigate this matter thoroughly. It 
should also commence <X' speed up its 
investigations into the missing RM4 
billion from the Sabah Foundation. 
Furthennore, the ACA owes the 
Malaysian public an explanation on 
the Maika-Telekom shares misap
propriation &l:aJldal which we have 
not forgotten. 

Dr. A.ri/fin 0111111' 
ExcoMember 

17 December 1994 

THE RUSSIAN BEAR 
BARES ITS TEETH: 

THE CHECHNYA 
POUNDING 

A1iran condenms strongly and 
regrets Russia's senseless bombing 
of Grozny, the capital of Chechnya, 
in its latest response to the little 
republic's move f<X' independence, 
resulting in unwcmted deaths, untold 
misery and destruction. 



While Russia may regard this 
conflict as its own internal problem, 
we nonethe~ feel that any act of 
bloody violence against humanity 
committed within or outside one's 
borders is certainly an act that is 
reprehensible and theref<Xe should 
be condemned~ such by the wood's 
community. 

Russia must avoid military and 
violent means that are air too familiar 
in a world that is already plagued by 
warfare and violent conflicts in 
various regions, and instead should 
steadfastly seek amicable ways to 
find a peaceful solution. 

Indeed, this bellicose bent of 
Russia would only strengthen the 
suspicion that it. like many per
manent members of the powerful UN 
Secwity Council, would only react 
swiftly and. in many instances, 
violently if its political and economic 
interests are perceived to be 
threatened. 

Fmally, Russian political and 
military leadership should not usher 
in the new year by unleashing the 
country's naked firepower against 
tiny Chechnya. 

Dr M ustqfa K. A.nuar, 
Hon Secretory, 

l4 December 1994 

IS MATCH-FIXING 
ANY DIFFERENT 
FROM ELECTION

FIXING? 
We share Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 

Mohamad's concern "that illegal bet
ting triggered by the recent soccer 
bribery scandal, may find its way into 
the country's election process". 
(STAR: 27-12-94) 

According to Dr Mahathir the 
bookies may organise bets on "who 
is going to win and who is going to 
lose" in the election. 

Aliran wonders whether "match
fixing" is any different from "elec
tion-fixing". Pabaps there is a need 
to expess shock as well over the 

Just /like the 
bookies, the Barisan 
indulges in unethical 
practices in order to 

influence the results of the 
elections in its favour. 

They both share the same 
goal i.e. to win irrespective 

of the consequences of 
their conduct. 

manner in which the Barisan 
N~ional conducts itself dwing the 
elections. 

Just llike the bookies, the Barisan 
indulges in unethical practices in 
order to influence the results of the 
elections· in its favour. They both 
share the same goal i.e. to win ir
respective of the consequences of 
their conduct 

Promisiftg the voters "develop
ment" and a university; granting of 
aid on the spot and announcing of 
projects at election rallies. buying of 
elected representatives to cross-over 
in order to topple a duly elected 
government. as repOOedly happened 
in Sabah, not so long ago are no 
different from match-fiXing. 

Issuing of share forms and 
providing monetary inducements 
and sponsoring paid-for holidays in 
order to vote for a particular can
didate, as allegedly w~ the case in 
the 1993 UMNO Baru party elec
tions, are not dissimilar frQm the way 
the bookies operate to manipulate the 
results. 

To justify the ends, both have 
been known to have adopted dubious 
means to achieve their goals. 

We shouldn't be shocked by the 
widely-publicised revelations of 
match-fixing. This merely reflects 
the larger malaise aftlicting our 
society. 

But we should be surprised at the 
speed in which the police have acted. 
Alrn<N 50 playen - current and past 
- have been rounded up. Compare 

this to the lethargic investigations in
volving the Maika scandal and the 
Rahim Thmby Chik's unexplained 
wealth - we wonder whether we are 
serious in combating corruption. 

P. RlllltllkrisiUII 
Presitklll 

l8 December 1994 

GROUP~' 
TEACHERS IN 

ACTIVE POLffiCS 
Aliran w-ges the Government to 

study thoroughly UMNO Baru's 
proposal to allow teachers in Group 
"A" to be involved actively in politics 
as it has wide implications for the 
profession as a whole. 

While we would argue that mem
bers of the teaching profession 
should have the right to participate in 
party politics, we nonetheless feel 
uneasy over the possibility that teach
ing time and quality of education 
might be adversely affected. Those 
teachers concerned may spend more 
time in politics than in teaching and 
this consequently would jeopardise 
the overall education of children in 
schools. 

In this connection, we find it 
rather queer to note the recent sug
gestion by the president of the Con
gress of Teachers in the Teaching 
Profession, Fn. Mohamad Mostaffa 
that the Government should impose 
a condition on teachers interested in 
politics that "they must not suppm 
the opposition". Surely a teacher, or 
anyone for that matter, must be given 
the freedom and right to choo9e 
which political party to support. 

Besides. should this suggestion 
be strictiy followed, then a teacher in 
PAS-ruled Kelantan - like Fn. 
Mohamad - may find himself in a 
quandary. 

Dr Mustlifa K. A.nuar 
Ho• &crttory 

l9 December 1994 



"Lies are being fabricated 
against me" 

Malaysians may recall that persistent allegations were hurled 
against Tengku Razalelgh Hamzah accusing him of belittling 
Malaysia and Its leaders In the foreign media .. 

Details as to what was said and when and In response to what 
questions were not disclosed. 

RTM's airing of selected excerpts of what was shown by the 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation did little to convince 
thinking Malaysians that Tengku Razaleigh was a traitor to the 
country, as the Barlsan would have them believe. 

In response to this one-sided onslaught, Aliran called on the 
government to air the Interview In toto to enable Malaysians to 
judge for themselves whether Tengku Razaleigh had Indeed 
played the vllllan's role, as alleged. 

We carry this response, which was ignored by the media, 
followed by Tengku Razaleigh's press statement in response to 
Dato Serl Dr Mahathlr Mohamad's allegations against him. 

Dr Mahathlr 
accus• 
Tengku 
Razaleigh of 
dialoyalty to 
the country 

AUnm Monthly 1994:14 (11) Page32 

Tengku 
Rualelgh :"At 
timeelhadto 

criticise the 
wrong doings 
of the people 

In power 



Let the people judge: 
Air Tengku Razaleigh's interview 

T:ngku Razaleigh has been accused of having lied 
about the country with the aim of tarnishing our 

unage overseas" by the Prime Minister, Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad. 

Tengku Razaleigh, it is claimed, had made disparag
ing comments in an interview aired by an Australian 
television station. 

H it is true that Tengku Razaleigh had indeed 
deliberately lied, then it is a matter of grave concern and 
Malaysians have a right to be perturbed that a leader of a 
political party had lied. 

Malaysians are also aware that in politics, unfor
tunately, all sorts of 

view, let them hear the "lies" that Tengku Razaleigh is 
accused of having told and let the people judge for 
themselves. 

In this way, the voters of this nation will be in an 
excellent position to cast their verdict in the next general 
election. 

This episode raises a larger question. Why do some 
people resort to the foreign electronic media to voice their 
domestic grievances? Why can't they raise these issues 
locally? 

Our own media - both the electronic and print media 
- must bear the blame for this situation. H the media had 

been fair and free and 
claims are made 
with scant respect 
to truth. Often 
times, truth itself 
has been distorted 
by slant reporting. 

We call upon the government to submit 
this case to the "people's court"- let the 

had observed certain 
democratic norms by 
giving equal coverage 
to the critics and op
ponents of the govern
ment; if the opposing 
views had been 
reported and per
mitted to be debated 

It is not unusual 
for Malaysians to 
learn that some
thing unsavoury 
had been said only 
when a Barisan 
leader lambastes 
his opponent Even 
at this point, the 
"offensive" state
ment is not carried 
for the benefit of the 

people witness this Interview, let them 
hear the "lies" that Tengku Razalelgh Is 
accused of having told and let the people 
judge for themselves. openly - then the 

foreign media will 

In this way, the voters of this nation will 
be In an excellent position to cast their 
verdict In the next general election. 

have nothing to 
report 

1be government 
itself has a role to play 
in this. Restrictive and 
intimidating legisla-

public. What is reported by the media is what is claimed 
to have been said 

In such a situation, the whole truth is not fully known. 
Is there any wonder then that cynism creeps in and the 
question of credibility becomes a burning issue - casting 
aspersiOns and creating doubts about what is claimed to 
have been said 

In the interest of truth, and in ensuring justice for both 
sides, ALIRAN calls on the government to air the offend
ing interview in full so that Malaysians will get to hear 
what Tengku Razaleigh had actually said 

We call upon the government to submit this case to 
the "people's court" - let the people witness this inter-

tions and laws - like 
the OSA and Printing Presses and Publications Act- must 
be revoked. It is only in an environment of unhampered 
freedom that the media can function freely and fairly. It 
is only then the critics can play their democratic role 
responsibly and effectively. 

When the local media stops toadying to the powers 
that be and observes the highest standards of jownalism, 
it will render it unnecessary for local critics and op
ponents of the government to channel their views through 
foreign media. 

6 November 1994 

P. Ramakrlshnan 
President 
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Tengku 
Razaleigh 

responds to 
Dr Mahathir's 
allegations 
against him 

/n;tWJy, I clid not ;ntend to respond to allegaHons 
made by the leader of the ruling party recently, espe
cially when I'm seldom given a fair coverage by the 
local mass media. However, after being bombarded 
with a barrage of accusations,- people who sym
pathise with me requested that I issue a press state
ment to respond to these accusations. 

I have been accused of being disloyal to this country 
because I allegedly went overseas to smear the good 
image of Malaysia. In fact, in a cynical manner he 
claimed that I was so popular in that country that I should 
stand for election there. 

To me, these are downright false accusations. As far 
as I can remember, the last time I was in Austrnlia was 
eight years ago, and this was to represent our country. If 
it was true that I went abroad to tarnish the good name of 
Malaysia, please tell me when and where? If they fail to 
do so, this would pove that they had lied. 

LET THE PEOPLE JUDGE 
If it was true that I was exploited by the f<Rign media, 

I challenge the authorities to show the programme in its 
entirety on our local television in the next one or two 

weeks. Let the people judge for themselves which part of 
the programme was construed as damaging Malaysia's 
name. I too would like to see this programme. I have been 
told that there were others including Dr Mahathir who 
also talked to the Australian television. 

If they are not courageous enough to screen the entire 
programme, then this would show their outright lie. The 
people cannot trust them anym<R. If in the last general 
elections they had lied that I intended to kill Pas and that 
I would idolise the cross, this time it looks like lies such 
as this are being fabricated much earlier. 

I want to state this clearly: I am a true Malay. This is 
my land. There is no other place for me to go. I love my 
country and race. I want to die and be buried here. It's 
unthinkable for me to commit treachery and be disloyal 
to my country as alleged by my political foes. 

Based on this love, I continue to struggle to ensure 
that my country and race wiU not be continuously ex
ploited by those who plunder the country's riches for the 
sake of a few who are close to the autborities. I want to 
see this country having a clean government, harmonious 
people, fair distribution of wealth and governance that is 
consented by God. 
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IT IS NOT DISWYALTY 
My Slruggle has been expressed in various places. At 

times I had to criticise the wrong doings of the people in 
power. I had said this everywhere, either in ceramah in 
kampungs <X" in my speeches in Parliament I also men
tioned this when interviewed by local and foreign 
repmers. Pelbaps the local mass media did not cover 
sufficiently what I had said because those who control 
them do not want the people to be aware. 

If indeed there were foreign mass media that quoted 
my criticisms, Malaysians should know that my 
criticisms were not made against the nation or my race, 
but against a few individuals who did not carry out their 
duties properly. 

To criticise an in-
dividual or a party that 
mismanages is not tan
tamount to damaging the 
good name of the countly. 
Am I to be regarded as 
disloyal just because I 
criticise people in power1 

What about those 
people in power who slam 
the Opposition while 
abroad? What about those 
who humiliate the Malay 
Rulel' who is the Head of 
State? Can we consider 
them as being loyal to the 
countly? 

The same goes with 
the issue of money 
politics that has been 
publicised. Dr Mahathir 
should not ridicule the 
capaeity of others to 
think, including foreign
ers and the foreign media. 
Everyone knows that money politics does exist in our 
countly. They know, not because I told them. They know 
because all of us talk about it 

Leaders of the highrz and lower echelons of Dr 
Mahalhir's party are talking about it On 1V as weD as in 
the press. Everyone knows that in UMNO Baru, this 
problem has become so serious that a Special General 
Assembly had to be called to amend its constitution. 

THE SMEU OF THE CARCASS 
This problem has become like the carcass of an 

elephant If there are people who would ask me, what is 
this stinking smeD, I would only teD them that the smeD 
comes from the elephant's carcass. 

Should they furthel" ask. what is this elephant? I would 
say that the elephant is the biggest animal in this countly. 
Its smeD is so strong because of its size. That's all. 

Even if I do not say anything, people would still smeD 
it If everyone smeUs it, don't blame it on me. Blame it 
on those who practise money politics themselves. 

1bere were people who asked me to substantiate my 
allegations about the leaders' mismanagement of power 
and favouritism. This is easy. The statement made by the 
Minister of International Trade and Industry herself in 
Parliament recently is enough for the people to judge. 

Why are millions of shares allocated to individuals 
like her son-in-law Fazrin Azwar (who received 1.5 
million shares ofLeaderUniversal which is now valued 
at about RM14 per share. If totalled, these shares would 
now be valued at about RM21 million). 

Apart from him, there are a few others who were also 
given bigger share alloca
tions, like Mirzan 

Tengku Mahathir (1.5 million of 
Razalelgh: the same shares), Marzu/d 

Ibrahim ( 1.5 million of the 

"My 
struggle 
has been 
expressed 
In 
various 
places" 

same shares), and Megat 
Fairouz Junaidi Megat 
Joned (obtained 14 mil
lion ofFACB shares). 

If these people qualify 
for these shares, what are 
their qu.alifications? Don't 
other people who are not 
related to the ministers 

ualify? q . 
The general public is 

aware that at one time it 
was difficult even to ob
tain share application 
forms. Even if they're 
lucky, they could only get 
one or two lots of the 
shares allocated. 

What was revealed by 
the Minister of Interna
tional Trade and Industly 

is merely a fragment of the practice of accumulating 
wealth, which has become a norm now. 

The Prime Minister had also accused me of being the 
one responsible for spreading the news that there was a 
rift between him and his deputy. I do not intend to make 
a long comment on this. This is their own problem. 

IT'S THE TALK AMONG MEMBERS 
Besides, is it logical that someone like me who has 

no power or control over the mass media could spread 
rumours like wild fire? Hasn't this been the talk among 
the UMNO Baru members themselves? 

I wonder whether the Prime Minister raised this issue 
because he wanted to send a message to certain people. 

In the past, he also denied that there was a rift between 
him and Dato' Musa Hitam on the one hand. and him and 
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Encik Ghafar Baba on the other when they were his 
deputies. After that everyone knew that the split was only 
a matter of time when he made the denial. 

This means that a breach between the Prime Minister 
and his number two is not something new. This has 
happened before and it's not impossible that it can recur. 
If it occurs again, it will not be because of me, but because 
it's the tradition. 

I was most troubled when I was still accused of being 
responsible for the loss incwred by Bank Bumiputra 
during the time when I was the F'mance Minister. ActiJa.l
ly, I had already sued certain foreign newspapers which 
had made similar accusations. I am awaiting the outcome. 
To me, this is the biggest defamation. 

As I've said earlier, Bank Bumiputra is a special bank 
and it was put Wlder the stewardship of the Prime Minister 
since the days of Tun Razak. It is in the same position as 
Petronas, Pernas, PNB and Hicom which, even though 
registered under the name of the Finance Minister, are 
placed under the supervision of the Prime Minister. 

THE PM IS ACCOUNTABLE 
Should there occur a loss or scandal in the Bank, the 

Prime Minister should be made accountable, not me. This 
is especially so when the losses of Bank Bumiputra 
persisted even after I left the F'mance Ministry. In fact, 
those who are now in power must be made responsible 
for the loss of RM31 ,000 million that Bank Negara 
incwred over a period of two years. 

Dr Mahathir ridiculed me by alleging that at the time 
when I was the F'mance Minister, the country's economic 
performance was dismal. He said this as if I was the head 
of government at that time. In fact, there are those who 
proudly proclaim that it is because of him that the 
economy is doing very well today. I accept this criticism 
with an open heart and with humility. To me, the ups and 
downs of an economy is not entirely due to the F'mance 
Minister. It is connected to a host of other factors as well. 
This includes the international and regional economic 
situation, the role of the people and the entire political 
leadership and government machinery at the time. 

This means that if anyone were to criticise me because 
the economy performed badly at that time, he or she is 
also criticising the entire government of the day. This 
involves the present Prime Minister who was then the 
Prime Minister. The F'mance Minister only implements 
the policy formulated by the cabinet and the Prime 
Minister. 

Nevertheless, I would like to take this opportunity to 
clarify the following. With reference to the F'mance Min
istry's Economic Reports for the 1981182 and 1984185 
periods, the economy during my time was not as bad as 
they made it out to be. In fact, at times it was even better. 
For instance, in the first year of my being the F'mance 
Minister in 1976, the national economic growth achieved 

the level of 11.6%. This is a growth figure that has 
swpassed IOday's. 

Furthermore, within a period of 5 years between 1976 
and 1980 the average economic growth was 8.6%. This 
is a growth rate that is higher than what it is today. 

At that time, the exchange rate was better than it is 
today. This is why the value of our Ringgit was stronger 
then when compared to the Singapore and Brunei Dol
lars, the Thai Baht and the Japanese Yen. 

Today our Ringgit has fallen a lot compared with 
those currencies. We are only proud when we compare 
the Ringgit's value with the American Dollar when in fact 
the American Dollar has plummeted vis-h-vis other 
major currencies in the world 

What I've said here is not merely for the sake of 
bringing up the past. Far from blowing my own trumpet, 
I am most aware that the achievements of yesteryears 
were not solely mine, but were due to various factors 
which I need not mention here. 

Nonetheless, it needs reminding here that the 
economic strength of today would not have been 
achieved had it not been for the foundation laid down by 
people before us. Thus we should not look down upon 
the deeds of people in the past Almarhum Tunku Abdul 
Rahman provided his service, so did Tun Razak and Tun 
Hussein Onn. It was their leadership that left a strong 
foundationwhichwenowenjoy. Wemustnotbearrogant 
and haughty for God does not like people who behave 
that way. 

DR M CASTING ASPERSION ON HIMSELF 
I was surprised when Dr Mahathir specifically linked 

me to the problem of massive national debts while I was 
the Finance Minister. Looks like he is only casting asper
sion on himself. My era was his, too. I was his Minister 
of F'mance. The country was in debt as agreed upon by 
the very cabinet that he led . 

The country's debts increased when he ftrst became 
the Prime Minister in 1981. The debts were not as colos
sal as those during Tun Hussein Orm's time even though 
I was his Finance Minister. During Dr Mahathir's time, 
the country's debts soared because the Prime Minister 
and his cabinet wanted to spend a lot The Finance 
Minister did not have a project to spend on. Perwaja, 
Proton Saga, Penang Bridge and Daya Bumi are some of 
the projects spearheaded by the Prime Minister. 

What more if these were to be completed in a short 
time and were not provided for in the country's Five-Year 
Plan. So if the country's debts have escalated, Dr 
Mahathir should not blame me. He should blame himself. 

Nonetheless, as the F'mance Minister at that time, I 
did try to control his obsession with big spending. Perhaps 
it was because of this he is angry with me until today. 
However, I am proud, if compared with today, the nation-
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al debts in my time were much less. (Please refer to the 
Economic Reports 1984/85, 1986/87, 1994~5.) 

When I was dismissed from the Finance Ministry in 
1984, our external debts stood at RM20.847 billion. Now 
(1994) our external debts are RM64 billion. This means 
three times bigger than during my time. In terms of 
domestic debts, when I left the ministry, the debts stood 
at RM37.075 billion. Now (1994), our debts have esca
lated to RM78.42 billion. I think these figures are easily 
understood by anyone in order to judge during whose 
time it was that the debts increased. 

I feel that I'm not going overboard here if I challenge 
Dr Mahathir to deny this fact. If not, it would prove that 
he has lied once again. 

I was accused of being a coward because I left the 
Dewan Rakyat when the 1995 Budget was presented 
recently. This accusation is not fair. After being there for 
almost an hour, I had to leave urgently for the airport that 
day to go to Kota Baru because I had business to attend 
to there. Besides, I didn't expect the budget speech to be 
much longer than usual and so long-winded. 

To leave the Dewan doesn't mean that I did not listen 
to the speech. It can be heard anywhere including via 
radio in my car. 

ARE THEY COWARDS, TOO? 
Anyway, why was I the only one being grilled when 

there were UMNO Baru Members of Parliament them
selves who were not present at that time? 

Moreover, why didn't the Prime Minister and the 
Deputy Prime Minister accuse themselves of being 
cowards for leaving the Dewan Rakyat when I debated 

the Mid-term Report of the Sixth Malaysia Plan on 16 
December 1993? At that time I raised many issues that 
concerned the interests of the rakyat, especially about 
why the share equity ownership of the Malays had 
declined at an alarming rate since 1990? 

Dr Mahathir and his Deputy must surely remember 
that they were in the Dewan Rakyat for hardly 10 minutes 
to listen to my speech. After that, both of them left for 
somewhere no one knew. 

I have never raised this neither have I accused them 
of being cowards. I am aware that the right to sit in and 
leave the Dewan is the prerogative of the members of the 
Dewan, including the Prime Minister and myself. 

To me, the censure and accusations are signs that the 
general elections are around the comer. Perhaps this 
matter was deliberately raised to divert the people's 
attention away from the many other problems in the 
country. As expected. every time an election is held the 
ruling elite will employ the old tactic, that is, to smear the 
name of their political rivals, lie, defame and spread 
hatred towards their political foes. 

I wonder why they were very angry with me. I don't 
know, perhaps due to unending vengeance. 

I pray to Allah to give guidance to his creation and 
provide victory for the truth. I hope this press statement 
will be carried in full by the country's mainstream mass 
media. 

6 November 1994 

Tengku Raza/elgh Hamzah 
President 
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JUSTICE 

"If it was true that I went abroad to tarnish the 
good name of Malaysia, please tell me when and 
where? If they fail to do so, this would prove that 
they had lied." - Tengku Razaleigh 

Full story on page 32 
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