BATTLE FOR THE UMNO
CROWN
Contest for the UMNO Deputy President's Post?

GHAFAR BABA:
t u l l - With him ..
Prima Minister,
Anwar's
ambitions to the
nation's top post
will likely hit a
dead end.

ANWAR
IBRAHIM:
The impatient
rising star who is
not quite
bothered with
tradition and
convention.

The question on
everyone's lips Is whether
Anwar Ibrahim would take
on Ghafar Baba for the
Number Two post in the
upcoming UMNO Baru
party elections.
The next question Is how
would Mahathlr react If
Anwar disobeys him and
proceeds to challenge
Ghafar.
Would It be seen as a
challenge to Mahathir as
well?
Who would the party
president endorse?
Would It cause another
split In the party, asks
NNP.
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A

contest for the deputy
presidency of UMNO Baru
is now widely expected and
the challenger to the incumbent,
Ghafar Baba, will be Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim. Although UMNO
president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad had put his foot down
hard on any challenge to the post,
his words are apparently being ignored.
Mahathir does not want a contest for he fears it may tear the party
apart again. Besides, Malaysian
politicians are rarely able to see a
contest as part of being democratic,
and for Mahathir, the word carries
too many unpleasant memories.
Elections to top posts in UMNO
Baru, the dominant ltmb of the
mighty Barisan Nasional (BN), will
take place in early November and
the stakes are high because the
eventual successor to Mahathir wi II
be whoever ends up as deputy president of UMNO Baru.
Until about a year ago,
Mahathir's deputy, Ghafar Baba,
had been rather confident of succeeding him, an expectation normal
under ordinary circumstances but
now called into question by moves
from an ambitious young man from
the north.

Ambitious Nothemer
Anwar is said to have made up
his mind to go for the po~t and the
only thing holding him back is the
fear of incurring the wrath of "his
boss". Although there had been talk
during the I YYO UMNO Baru elections that Anwar - he received the
highest number of votes among the
three vice-presidents - coveted the
UMNO Baru crown, most people
then thought he was too young and
inexperienced. Besides, they said
there was such a thing as tradition
and convention. Moreover, Ghafar,
they said, deserved a stint at the top
for his years of loyal and uncomplaining services as No 2.
But as 1993 unfolded, it became
clear that Anwar and his supporters
were not quite bothered with tradition. Anwar is said to have confided
to close party associates that he ha~
"no choice" but to go for it.
His impatience is not surprising.
Mahathir is expected to remain in
office for only a term more. If

Datuk Sen Naj1b Abdul Razak, Tan
Sri Muhammad Ta1b of Selangor
and Tan Sn Muhiddin Yassin of
Johor (all three are ass.ociated with
Anwar) io; widely perceived ns part
of Anwnr' s <;trategy to oust incumbents Abdullah and Sanusi.

Musa the Fence-Sitter
Musa Hitam: Has announced he
will not contest any key post.

Ghafar, who at 68 is only slightly
older than Mahathir, were to succeed him as president and Prime
Minister after that, Anwar and his
men will find the going tough for
their political ambitions just as
Ghafar and his men now find themselves the underdog in the things
that matter to those 1n politics.

Testing the Waters
Moreover, a scenario with
Ghafar as Prime Minister is one that
spells a cul-de-sac to Anwar's ambitions. In Ghafnr's camp are the
two other incumbent vice-presidents Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid and
Datuk Abdullah Dadawi and the
enigmatic Datuk Musa Hitam.
All three men are nlso regarded
as potential
pnme mm1ster
material" and Abdullnh and Sanusi
are bitter foes of Anwar and his men
even if Ghafar is seen only as an
interim Prime M1mster. lt is this
(apart from the nitty-gritty of
power, wealth and patronage)
which makes the deputy presidency
such a key issue this time around.
Mahath1r has made no bones
nbout maintaining the current line
of succession, but that has not put
an end to what appears to be rather
well-orchestrated calls by certain
quarters that Anwar be allowed to
contest for the vice-president's
post. There are very few people who
stili believe thnt Anwar will sit back
and wait his turn as advised by
Mahathir. This is precisely the principle reason behind the intense
politicking now on among the rank
and file.
Anwar for one, has been busy
behind the scenes. For instance, the
interest shown in the vice-presidents posts by Defence Minister
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The other cnmp had responded
by suggesting that Musa was also
interested in the VIce-presidency,
something wh1ch the former
Deputy Prime Minister has since
denied. Datuk Sharir Abdul Samad,
a Musa sidekick who has remained
loyal to him all this time, stated in
not so mnny words that the Musa
factor was merely to maintain the
status quo, thnt Musa won't stand if
Ghafar stays ns Deputy Prime Minister. But II appears that.Musa, who
has never qu1te burnt his political
bridges - he st1ll retains the chnirmanship of hi~ Segamat division 111
Johor - is unwilling (once again) to
stick his neck_out.
One ~uspects that these indications by UMNO Daru leaders from
both camps arc merely feelers,
manoeuvres at testing the political
waters, at
"sounding" tl)eir
grassroot pnrty ~upporters. If the
response from the grassroot is positive the lender w1ll then declare that
he is "compelled to volunteer himself due to overwhelming grassroot
support". It he thinks he is not going
to gel 111uch 'UIJIJOit u1 that he wi II
be thrashed, then he is likely to step
aside "to prevent a split in the
party ".

Now or Never ·
"As I see it, it i~ a case of now
or never for Anwar," said one BN
politician, although one would
think thnt "never" is one of tho~e
words to be used with the greatest
of prudem.:e when speaking of
politicians. It is said that Anwar's
rapid rise in politics from a Malay
radical to an "UMNO Somebody",
his arrogant !.tnde through sever:.l
mimstnes to the present fin ance
portfolio anti h1s shrewd net\.1.-orJ..
ing utilising both his positions in
the party and the Cabinet has been
with one sole objective in mind- the
No I post.

In his meteoric rise, he has
created a trail of supporters and
hangers-on who are quite willing to
do whatever he wants. At the same
time, like all people who have gone
up too rapidly
helicopter
politicians, they call them - he has
also made enemies among those envious of him, those who feel he has
not "helped " them and those who
find that he is getting in their way.
"Anwar won't have the ghost of
a chance if Ghafar is PM. Ghafar's
men will see to that," said the BN
politician. UMNO Baru watchers
think Anwar, who appeals to the
younger and more aggressive segment of the party, ha~ an edge over
Ghafar of the plodding style. The
former Malay studies student fancies himself a Malay imellectual, a
champion of Islam and an advocate
of the poor, while at the same time
rubbing custom-suited shoulders
with bankers and corporate leaders.

Media Darling
More importantly, he is said to
have immense influence over the
media. He is clearly the darling of
TV3, Utusan Malaysia, Berita
Harian and The New Straits Times.
all of which allocate him more airtime and printspace than he deserves. The pedantic and excessive
media coverage of him paints him
as very popular but his opponents
claim he is not as strong on the
ground as he appears in the media.
Ghafar, on his part, is seen as
appealing to the old guard - the
more conservative and older members of UMNO Baru. This UMNO
Baru veteran occasionally seems
past his time even when compared
to the flamboyant and visionistic
Mahathir. Mahathir, though born in
the same year as him, manages to
look a decade younger and has acquired a reputation as some sort of
internationalist while Ghafar is, sad
to say, sti II largely as~ociated with
rural development.
He is also the oldest member of
the Cabinet (fun Mustapha would
become the oldest when Mahathir
appoints him a minister, expected
shortly, following the recent constitutional amendments) and next
to the youth and brashness of
Anwar, he appears even more aged
and weary. However, the respect he

enjoys among UMNO Baru
grassroots is not to be under-estimated though admittedly, that
may not necessarily translate into
votes.

Underdog?
Ghafar is said to be apprehensive of his chances against the gogetting energy and wile of the other
camp. And as if this is not enough,
there is the shadow of the Rahman
Putra Golf Club scandal involving
him and his son Tamrin. Moreover,
the present campaign against the
spread of golf courses being carried
out by certain newspapers seems
aimed at golf-loving Ghafar who
has promoted the game more
earnestly than considered becoming of a public figure of his stature.
In fact, before Ghafar openly
stated that he would defend his
position ··even if I get only two
nominations", the talk was that
Ghafar had personally felt that he
was not up to taking on Anwar.
Anwar appeared to possess everything that he did not - youth, good
looks, savvy, and most important of
all, the means to run a tough political campaign. It was then said that
Ghafar would step aside and throw
his resources behind another candidate from his camp - Abdullah
Badawi.
Of significance is the fact that it
was Badawi who hit out at those
who resort to "Machiavellian tactics" and money politics in order to
secure support. It is likely that
Ghafar has been pressured by his
supporters not to give in so easily to
"the young upstart" who has survived largely on a well-cultivated
media image rather than solid
grassroot support. After all, he has
very little to lose apart from face.

R eading Between lines
As for Ghafar's political plans,
it may be useful to read between the
lines of an exclusive interview he
granted to a local business
magazine recently. He dismissed
any impression that he was a stopgap deputy prime minister, for he
said: "I am entering my eighth year
in office. Would you call that stopgag? I leave it to the public and my

Aliran Monthly 1993:13 (8) Page 4

critics to judge. Stop-gap usually
means one or two years, doesn't it?"
When asked whether he considered himself qualitled for the
post of prime minister, he replied:
"The qualification to be PM is simply this ... he is the man who leads
the party which has a majority in
Parliament. In a multi-racial society
like ours, it is also the man who can
unite the people. With unity, you
can do anything, you can turn the
desert green ...
He went on to say: "Nowadays
there are enough people with brains
... you can hire them, locally, overseas ... A doctor may not know
about law Similarly, a lawyer may
not know about medicine. Nobody
can know everything. What is important is a goodman who can unite
the people. In a mult1-racial society
that is very 1rnportant.

What Now, Anwar?
As the Aliran Monthly went to
press, it was still not known what
Anwar's reaction would be to
Ghafar's unequivocal decision to
defend his post. If he is wise, he will
not show his cards ~o early, but
adopt a wait-and-see stance until
things fall more clearly in place,
and partiCularly until a more positive indicauon IS forthcoming from
"his roaMer". Anwar is said to be
worried that if he moves too quickly
or aggressively, it may anger
Mahathir and result in the latter
throwing his support behind
Ghafar.
However, many say that
Mahathir's very decision not to interfere or to stop Anwar from contesting, is by defacto, an
endorsement of Anwar' s challenge.
As an UMNO Baru president who
has spoken out so strongly against
party contests that may split the
party, surely now is the time that he
should wield his influence in unequivocal terms, say Ghafar's supporters.
They say the expected contest
between Ghafar and Anwar will
only deepen the crevice that already
exists between the two camps. Will
Mahathir's worst nightmare come
true? Will the party once again be
torn apart by a challen~ for
supremacy in UMNO Baru? •

HEART TO HEART
Wist com9S from the ips 1'9ac:llfl5 II» ear, what comes from tlui h9al1 reaches the h6art • -ARAB PROVERB

WHERE HAS
FILIAL LOVE GONE?

A

h Meng sat alone in an old
chair holding a red hibiscus in
her hand. She smiled to herself and seemed to be content with the
world.
At 87 years of her mortal existence with three decent meals a day,
some clothes and a roof over her head,
life must seem to be pleasant to any
onlooker who happens to chance upon
her sitting quietly by herself.
However the scene was not that of
a warm and loving home where she
was tendered to by her grateful
children but that of an old folks home
somewhere near Ayer Itam.
Still, Ab Meng had every reason
to be happy now. Until she was discovered wondering about aimlessly,
hungry, sick and neglected by a group
of Christian sisters life was nothing
short of a nightmare.
It all began when she was driven
out of her home by her son four years
ago. Yes, Ab Mcng remembers that
fateful day vividly. After a
misunderstanding with her son and
daughter-in-law, it was made clear to
her that she was not wanted.
What was that they said about her?
lbat she was useless, old and no
longer capable of contributing to the
family but on the other hand had now
become an economic burden.
It took quite a while for her to talk
but when she did there was no disguising the pain and sorrow that she had
endured
It was just after the war when she
and her husband Ab Siong fled from
China to come to Malaya to escape the
political turmoil there. Her husband
was an illiterate fanner and she was a
seamstress who sought a betler life in
this land
In Perak both of them took up
farming and it seemed that life would
be wonderful. But the emergency was
declared. lbey were resettled in a new
village. He could not farm anymore

and both had to survive on her job as

a seamstress.
It was an irony that even though
she was a seamstress the family could
not afford to buy new clothes for
them.<>elves but wore old colthes and
patched them skilfully so that no one
could tell if they were old and worn.
The flTSt child, a girl, Ab Lan was
born in the resettlement village near
Taiping. She was frail and sickly but
survived because of the care and
sacrifices of both parents. "You lmow,
we had to eat less to buy tins of milk
for Ab Lao," she said. Two years later,
a son, Ab Soon was born.
Ab Siong worked as an odd job
man to support his wife and two
children and with Ab Meng's income
as a seamstress the family swvived
with just enough.
Ah Meng paused and reflected on
how to continue her story.
"Both Ab Siong and I worked so
hard to give our children a decent
education. We lmew the value of
education. Ab Siong would always
point to himself as an example of how
an uneducated man could hardly survive in this modem world," she said
"We even came to Penang to send
them both to a good Chinese school.
Both the children were good students
and always came out top of the class."
"We even taught them to be good
human beings. Ab Siong always
stressed the need for children to be
filial and care for their parents and we
both took them to the temple to pray
t~ Kuan Yin for she was our diety."
"Ab Lan was kind and loving and
helped me out with the sewing whenever she was not busy with her
homework. Ab Soon was difficult but
boys are like that
"Ab Siong looked forward to the
day when he could retire and have his
children look after him. He was especially fond of Ab Lao who made sure
that he always had a cup of warm
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coffee and some food when be
retwncd in the evening from the construction site where he was working.
"She was all that he wished for.
She was intelligent and hardworking
and had just scored 5 As in her Form
Five examinations."
Ab Meng wiped a tear from her
eyes as she continued with her sad
story.
"You !mow, we had so much
hopes for her. But we did not lmow
that she was seriously ill because she
looked so healthy.
"One day she came back from
school complaining of dizziness. We
rushed her to hospital when she could
not stand up but the doctor said it was
too late. She had a brain disease and
she died within a week.
"Ab Siongjust gave up on life. He
was no longer cheerful, he began to
drink and come back late. We quarreled often and Ab Soon would leave
home as he was not willing to witness
the arguments.
"I talked often to Ab Soon asking
him to understand the anguish and
pain of his father but he did not seem
to understand Still, being my son I
loved him very much and always encouraged him to study hard so that his
future would be bright
"Ab Siong became ill because of
his drinking and within a year be too
was dead. Ab Soon was all that I had
left He did work hard, passed his
examinations and went to college to
become a teacher. I was so proud of
him.
"At college he met a girl who was
from a family that was better off.lbey
decided to get married and I gave them
my blessings," Ah Meng continued "I
supported him with every cent that I
earned But at his wedding be was
unhappy with me because I did not
give his wife any jewellery. I hardly
had any for myself except a necklace
that was given to me by Ah Siong. I

gave his wife that but both were displeased," she said.
"Still I did not keep grudges. I had
hoped that when they finally bought a
house, they would invite me to stay
with them. However, they never did.
So I stayed in the squatter hut in Sungai Nibong until the government
chased me away and only then did I
go to them," she recalled.
"When their fust child was born, I
helped to take care of him but he
became ill and passed away and his
wife said that I brought bad luck to the
house.
"Ah Soon seemed so powerless in
front of his wife and he hardly checked her when she scolded me for the
little mistakes that I did. I was treated
more like a servant. Well, I am used
to hard work but at least I should be
looked upon with kindness since I am
his mother and an old woman," she
said. "Soon it was clear that I was no
longer wanted. If it was just merely his
wife who scolded me, I could still bear
it but when Ah Soon himself joined
in, I felt that I could no longer take it."
she wept.
"After one particular bad quarrel,
I left the house in Century Gardens.
When I packed my things, I suddenly
realised how little possessions I had. I
left with just one plastic bag of
clothes," she mused.
"You know, Ah Soon never came
to look for me. He did not know that
for four years I lived on the streets
washing dishes for hawkers to get a
free meal and some money.
"But my clothes became old and
tattered and soon I looked tc..-rrible and
even U1e hawkers would no longer
want me to wash their dishes or be
near their stalls. They began to chase
me away.
"More and more I looked like a
begger woman even though I had
worked and earned a living during my
younger days. I felt ashamed of
myself for I began to smell and could
not even have a bath. One day I felt ill
and lay down by the road to die. It was
then that this good woman in white
came and took me to this home. I am
grateful to Kuan Yin for the mercy she
has bestowed on me," said Ah Meng.
"Even though Ah Soon never
camt: lo look for me, I know what has
happened to him. He left his job as a
teacher and went into business and
became very rich.

"One day during Chinese New
Year he even came to this old folk's
home to give ang pows to the people
here. He ca01e with his wife and she
was wearing all her jewels. 1lle
people here were so happy he carne
and they all said that he was a kind and
good man. It is good that he is helping
the poor people.
"I did not go forward to meet him
because I did not want him to lose face
if he knew I was here so I stayed

hidden and watched my son giving
ang pows to all the old folks here. I
still love him and I pray that he will
remember his father Ah Siong and his
sister Ah Lan and pray for them. You
must always pray for the dead. As for
me, I wait for the day I will die. I am
old and there is nothing more to live
for," she said. •

Ariffin Omar

HAVEN'T BEEN RECEIVING
YOUR ALIRAN MONTHLY?

E

very month, several copies of
Monlhly mailed to
subscribers are returned to
us. for various reasons, mainly incorrect addresses.
The following subscribers are
kindly requested to contact the
Aliran office. Ifyou are one of lhem,
please confirm whether the address
given is correct and also let us know
which issues you have not received.
Alira~t

SUBSCRIBERS' NAME
AND ADDRESSES

S Krishnappan (Exp:V13107)
5 Lorang SS1124A
47300 Petaling Jaya
Ool Peng Kiat (Exp:V13111)
25 Ttngkat Laksamana
41 Taman Teluk Malek
13050 Butterworh

Ooi Kok Uk (Exp:V13104)
406 Jalan SS611 Kelana Jaya
47301 Petaling Jaya
Michael Lau Kwong San
(Exp:V13/09)
Suite 7.1 0 & 7.11 , 7th floor
Wisma Stephens
Jalan Raja Chulan
50200 Kuala Lumpur

Uang Chian Ow (Exp:V14104)
3 Jalan Union Garden

Lal Han Sheong (Exp :V1311 0)

58200 Kuala Lumpur

6 SS/31
47300 Petaling Jaya

Lee Kok Cheng (Exp:V12/11)
1 Jalan SS 2/46
47300 Petaling Jaya
Dr Gabriel Teo (Exp:V14/0S)
397 Jalan Pisang Barat
93150 Kuching
Raymond Chong Kong Meng
(Exp:V13/12)
CIO Jalan Satu
Changkat Minden
11700 Gelugor, Penang
l<umar all MarhnJthu (Exp:V13109)
Block H, 459 Jalan 8aru
11960 Batu Maung, Penang
Canossian Sisters (Exp:V14112)
Canossian Convent
Jalan Buloh Kasad
85000 Segamat
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Mary Ann (Exp:V1311 0)
Block 5000C 405·12
Marine Parade Road
Laguna Park
Singapore 1544
G PTan (Exp:V13112)
Block257
Bt Batok East Ave 4, #325
Singapore 2365
Jessamyn Cheam (Exp:V13112)
128 Commonwealth Avenue
Apartment 4, Boctor
MA. 02116, USA
Ng Kian Siong (Tapes)
42-A Lorang lkan Emas
Jalan Cheras 3 1/2
56100 Kuala Lumpur

still working here. This is despile the
pay here being better than thol offered
by olher island resorts. •

- EdiuJr

US VIOLATES
HUMAN RIGHTS IN
SOMALIA

NO WATER WOES
AT ISLAND RESORT
Pihalc kami amatlah bersedih hati
mengenai komen-komen at au pendapat yang dibuat oleh Sipenulis di
dalam rencana 'Sahara of Malaysia'
dalam ruangan Thinking Allowed
(A/iran Molllhly 1993: 13(3). Ini
adalah kerana komen-komen tersebut
adalah tidak bertanggung jawab dan
tidak memberi gambaran sepenuhnya
mengenai situasi yang wujud sebenarnya.
Untuk pengetahuan Sipenulis
pihalc Perbadanan Kemajuan Negri
Mel aka telah lama mengetahui akan
perkara ini iaitu mengenai pembekalan
air ke projek ini dan tel:lh pun mendapat peruntukan sebanyak RMIO juta
untuk tujuan mengatasi masalah ini.
Pendapat Sipenulis yang mengatakan
bahawa kami sel.alu menghadapi
masalah kekurangan air adalah tidak
tepaL Mungkinlah pada ketika
Sipenulis berada di sini, keadaan itu
sedang berlaku tetapi bukan kerana
kekurangan air tetapi kerana kami
sedang mencatu air. lni berlaku mengikut rekod kami, pada bulan Januari
dan Februari 1993 baru-baru ini.
Sebelum dan selepas bulan-bulan tersebut kami tidak menghadapi apa-apa
masalah air, tennasuklah sekarang ini.
Oengan penerangan di atas, saya
berharap pihak majalah tuan mestilah
berhati-hati supaya tidak membuat
berita-berita yang tidak benar atau
tidak berasas dan Iebih bertanggung
jawab. Perlulah karni mengingatkan
tuan juga supaya jangan mengeluarkan

artikel-artikel yang memburuk-membwuk seseorang untuk kepentingan
jualan atau kepuasan diri sendiri tanpa
mengingatkan kesusahan yang menimpa ke atas yang dilapurkan. Tambah
pula lagi bahawa artikel di atas, pada
pendapat kami, berbau politik dan
kami amat mengkesalinya.

Anuar B Azaluui
Fintmcial Controlkr- MHS
TAPA-NYA/ISLAND RESORT
PULAU BESAR, MAUCCA
We feel thol whol the fifUJncial controller of the resort told The Star is far
more damaging than whol was said in
Thinking Allowed. Wholever it is, il
cantWI be denied thol the resort has
been facing all kinds ofproblems from
day one of operations. The following
is an excerpt from The Star report of4
March 1993:
HHe (MilS FifUJTICial Controller
and senior manager Anuar Azahari)
said the resort faced major problems
such as iNJdequate water supply and
high moilllenance and operating costs.
1t is o~rcoming the waJer problem
by pumping water from a nearby
property. Anuar said the problem
would be resolved when tile RM15 million water pipeline project to supply
waJer from Umbai to Pulau Besar and
nearby islands was completed aJ the
end of the year.H
1n the following week, The Star
quoted Anuar again:
"... Anuar Azahari said thaL besides water supply, getting enough
worurs was a major problem. Of the
few hundred pioneer staff, only 34 are
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Whilst world leaders and human
rights activists were listening to the
US Secretary of State, Warren Christopher, pontificating on human rights
and the need for Third World countries
to respect them, American helicopters
were busily bombing the headquarters
of Farah Aidced in Somalia. In the
course of four successive attacks,
several ammunition dumps were
claimed to have been destroyed. But at
the same time, over 60 civilians, including many women and children,
were tragicaUy killed.
We know that the American bombardment on Aideed's headquarters followed the decision of the UN Security
Council to punish those allegedly
responsible for an ambush on a UN
force outpost, killing 23 Pakistani soldiers. Such killings cannot be condoned and must be condemned. But
the question to examine is: what really
led to them?
After the overthrow of Siad
Barre's regime in Somalia, the country
was thrown into chaos, with warring
factions trying to eliminate one
another and destroying the country.
The common people - men, women,
children and the aged - suffered the
worst. Hunger and disease became
rampant, and together with the civil
war, they caused untold misery, suffering and death.
There was a shortage of food and
medicine. Several countries, under the
auspices of the UN, organised shipments of aid. But they reached neither
the people nor areas that most
desperately needed them. Convoys carrying food and medicine for them
were often hijacked by the various
armed factions, to be monopolised for
their own use.
The US initially made a unilatetal
decision to send troops to Somalia.

Somalia: A people'• dignity trampled on, a country'• •overeignty violated.

Later, it managed to persuade, or perhaps coerce, the Security Council to
agree to making it a UN undertaking.
But it was clear that the US was and is
in control of everything, just as it is
very much in control of the UN
Security Council itself.
Th~ original intention of the UNsponsored force, which was made up
largely of US armed forces right from
the beginning, was to ensure that UN
food and medicinal aid reached the intended targets. To ensure that this
would be done effectively, "soldiers"
of the various Somali factions were to
be disarmed.
High-handed action by the
American and supporting "peacekeepers" from other countries, including Pakistan, was too much for the
dignity of the Somali people to
stomach. The Somalis were often suppressively and inhumanly humiliated.
We catch some glimpses of this
through the television screen, which
occasionally shows how Somali
civilians arc shot at, kicked and manhandled.
At this pint it must be pointed out
that the Pakistani soldiers acted more
like mercenaries. It is widely reported,
and this has never been denied by the
Pakistani government. that their soldiers were sent to Somalia without the
eltpressed knowledge or consent of the
present Prime Minister, Nawaz Sharif.
Apparently, the US authorities
managed to deal directly with some
Pakistani military leaders. How could

this really happen?
After the bombing of Aideed's
headquarters, thousands of Somali
people went to the streets, protesting
against the UN-sanctioned US military
attacks and the violation of their own
dignity and their country's
sovereignty. This peaceful demonstration was fired upon, with live bullets.
Over a dozen people, including
women and children, were martyred.
The commander of the Pakistani
troops in Somalia denied this as an act
of revenge. He claimed that his troops
were shot at and acted in self defence.
A different version has emerged from
a UN spokesman. He claimed, almost
indifferently. that Somali soldiers were
responsible for shooting at the crowd.
Whatever be the truth on this matter,
one point is clear.
The US has continuously proven
that it has no hesitation in taking
strong punitive action against any
people or country that has the courage
to stand up against it, in defence of
their dignity and sovereignty. It has
done this in Iraq. Now it is doing the
same, though on a much smaller scale,
to Somalia.
On 14 June, US f>!:fcnce
Secretary, Les Aspin, claimed that
Aideed was trying to test the UN (read
US troops) and was planning to take
over the role of peace-keeping. Thus,
the US unhesitatingly punished the
people 'or Somalia. There must be
retaliation, according to him. Why is it
so easy to decide on Somalia?
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What about Bosnia-Herzegovina?
There. the Serbs have not only defied
the UN, but continued to kill, maim
and rape the Bosnians. Why has there
been no retaliation against them?
Again, what about the Israel Zionists?
They have also been killing, maiming
and displacing the Palestinians. Instead of punishing the Zionists, the US
has been equipping them with more
arms and allowing them to develop
nuclear weapons.
US hypocrisy and double standards are too clear for any rational person to see. Whether Bush or Clinton,
it's all the same. For the American
government, the New World Order
means only one thing: US power over
the whole world. The US will invade
countries and bomb people who are
not ready to kowtow and stand in line
with its wishes. On the other hand, it
will protect those it considers to be allies, and readily forgive the crimes
they commit
After the collapse of the Soviet
Union and the East European states,
the US seems to be turning its might
against some Third World countries. I
hope this is not the case, but its tirade
seems to concentrate more on the Muslims. Does this happen to reflect an underlying racist approach or policy?
The US record on human rights violations against people of other countries,
and indeed a section of its own people,
is not something it can be very proud
of. What ethical and legal justification
does the US government have to force
upon others its own version of human
rights?

DrS HusinAii
PresitkntPRM
KUALA LUMPUR

GIVE AMERICANS
CREDIT WHERE DUE
I read A/iran Monthly occasionally
and I have noticed that your magazine
is quick to condemn the Americans
whenever they do anything wrong, but
when they help the countries where
people were starving because of war,
flood, famine etc. your paper keeps
quiet. That is not fair.
The New Straits 1imes, though a

government paper, at least gives the
reader both sides of the picture.
By the way, I am not an American
but a Malaysian. I feel that when
people help those in need, they should
be given the credit they deserve, even
if at other times they make the mistake
of helping political parties which do
not have the welfare of the people at
heart
A/iran Monlhly, the local papers
and TV news condemn the Israelites
for shooting Palestinian teenagers but
neglect to mention that these teenagers
threw rocks at them. Has anyone
thrown a stone at you? Well, I had that
experience.
Once, when I was walking along a
road, one of the primary school
monsters from a Chinese school who
was in a st:hool bus threw a stone at
me. It hit my face, but fortunately, did
not touch my glasses. If it had, I would
have written a very nasty letter, had it
translated into Chinese and sent a copy
to each of the Chinese Primary School
headmasters in that town.
I am not a soldier, but an ordinary
woman. I doubt a soldier who is fully
armed, whether he is a Jew or a
Malaysian, would have sufficient selfcontrol not to hit back when a teenager
throws a rock at him, especially if it
hits him.
In modem times, it has become
the latest fashion to blame the
Americans whenever there is trouble
in any part of the world, even though
the trouble is the result of civil war as
in the ca~e of Somalia and Yugoslavia,
yet, I wonder how many of these
staunch critics of the US would reject
a scholarship to study in the United
States if it is offered to one of their
children!

Mary Nayagam
MALAYSIA.

AIRWAVES
POLLUTED BY
MALAYSIAN TVS
A random survey of the three TV
stations' broadcasts in Malaysia has
found aU three to be lacking in their
coverage of news, current affairs and
quality programmes.

The survey conducted over the
week beginning on Sunday, December
29 to Saturday, January 4 1992
focussed on the quality of
'infotainment' on the two public and
one commercial TV stations.
The survey found the overall
broadcasting to be heavily foreignbiased. For example the children•s
programmes for that week were all
American cartoons.
The survey looked at
'infotainment' from the standpoint of
their coverage of three main
categories: news, current affairs and
documentaries; sport and culture; and
religious affairs.
With the exception of news and
religious programmes, the statistics
from the survey project a bleak outlook on Malaysian intellectual, cultural and sporting lives.
One of three stations, TVl offers
the most.varied news coverage, with
its Regional News, Cable News Network, National News and Dunia Jam

10.
On TV2 the level of 'infotainment'
was abysmal. With the exception of
Sunday, the news repeated in Tamil,
Mandarin, Bahasa Malaysia and
English is the only source of
'infotainment'.
TV 1 was the only station which attempted to keep a 50-50 balance of
local to foreign content in its total
broadcasting airtime.
The prime-time movies, afternoon
and late night movies were mostly Hollywood, Indian or Hong Kong productions. The extra- terrestial was the
top-billed movie theme. Malaysians
were kept spooked all that week with
Pollergeist, Vampire II and Ill and

Main-main 1/anlu.
This survey highlighted the high
level of violence in the light entertainment category. Besides being spooked
by vampires, spirits and han/us the airwaves were also riddled with Comman-

do, The One-Man Killing Machine,
Target of an Assassin, and Indiana
Jones. On TV2's prime-time slot on
Saturday, the lnlei'1Ullional Wrestling
Challenge was aired.
At a glance, room for improving
the quality of Malaysian TV
'infotainment' is obviously lies in the
areas of enhancing local news reporting, creating more current affairs
programmes and producing local
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children's programmes. TVl's Dari

Sabah on Saturday is laudable and
should be further improved.
Foreign news, current affairs.
documentaries, movies, sport and cultural programmes imported from syndicated distributors should be aired on
the basis of quality.
The current foreign content shows
a bias towards American syndicated
productions. In shopping for foreign
programmes the search should ideally
start with our nearest neighbours. the
ASEAN countries. Many widely acclaimed Western and Eastern production copyrights and are channelled
through small distributors. These
programmes need to be actively
sought after as they are more worthy
of Malaysian support besides offering
more stimulating viewing.
In the case of TV 1 and TV2, both
being public TV stations paid through
the public's purse, viewers should be
getting a better deal. While airtime and
revenue from advertising correlate
directly, quantity does not necessarily
reflect quality. These public stations
should reject corporate sponsorship of
programmes that glorify violence and
programmes of little educational value.
In the long run, with the dosage of
mindless violence, witless sitcoms and
senseless gameshows on the one hand,
and the lack of creative, thoughtprovoking and quality informationbased educational entertainment on the
other, the outcome could be disastrous
for society.
Evidence ofthi~ can already he
felt through escalating domestic
violence in the form of women battering and child abuse. One need only to
tune into one of our TV stations which
channels violence into our homes to
find out why.

Pang Hai Long

KUALA. LUMPUR

DISCOVER SABAH
AT A DEEPER LEVEL
The advanced technology of
transport and communication has
caused our big wide world to collapse
into a global village. As a result we are
continually challenged to get to know
more of the innumerable cultures and

As much as we need to promote
Malaysia to the world at large, we
must also discover our own people in
all these d istricts. Thus, we might even
save ourselves from forming misconceptions about our own country.

Marshall, S G
PENANG

CAR LOAN TO
UNION OFFICIAL
UNDER QUERY

Sabah: Much to discover besid.. the din of industrialisation and politics.
soeteties that inhabit Mother Earth
while increasing our knowledge of
those already residing within the borders of our own country.
Of late, there has been no state in
our country that has attracted more attention than Sabah in East Malaysia.
To many of us, it would seem that the
region, once renowned for its
awesome Mt Kinabalu and rich logging exports, is now become the
cent raJ focu~ of Malaysian politics.
The incessant emphasis on the
government of the state has, to my
mind, caused us to forget some of the
less promrnently portrayed people of
Sabah; people of quiet townships and
rural districts who desire to live simply and happily off a land that is Godgiven in its richness and beauty.
It would also seem, though understandabfy so, that most West
Malaysians are less familiar with the
state which is further away than o ur
neighbouring countries lilce Singapore
and Thailand. The geographical distance in addition to the cost of an air
ticket to Sabah makes the state not
easily accessible to us in the Peninsular. As a result, we usually depend
on the media to give us some idea of
these distant Malaysian territories.
However, this is not the same as getting to k:now the people and the places

by personally interacting with them.
Having spent the greater part of
the last four years as a student in
Universiti Sains Malaysia, I find that
my fondest memories include my
friendship with Sabahans: a large
group of students, rather bright and
perky, and fun-loving at all times.
They were warm gentle people who
imposed few constraints on friendship.
Many of them came from the poorer
rural areas of the state, harboured a
close affinity with the land and would
often describe reminiscently the
various districts, its fields, rivers and
villages, and hillsides. Such views on
the Land Below the Wllld are seldom
heard today above the din of industrialisation and politics.
Some of those who have visited
Kota Kinabalu, Lahad Datu and Tamhunan recently, had much more to
report apart from their climbs up the
highest mountain in South East Asa.
They were taken up with the
hospitality of their hosts and witnessed
for themselves marriage ceremonies,
healing rituals and musical festivities .
Others visited the tomb of the famous
patriot, Mat Sallch, which today is a
symbol of fervent nationalism.
Certainly. Malaysia is so wide and
varied (from district to district) that we
cannot claim to know enough about it.
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The Min ister for Human Resources, Lim Ah Lek, IS said to have
claimed that he is concerned about
protecting the interests of the members
of AMESU (All Malayan Estates Staff
Union).
While I appreciate his concern, I
would like to point out to the
Honourable Minister that the General
Secretary of AMESU is a part-time
trade unionist who has to travel as far
as Johor Baru in the South and Alor
Setar in the North, to attend to the
needs of the union members.
He is not like the Minister who is
provided with a Mercedes Benz by the
government. Therefore, an interest free
Joan was granted and 70% of the
has been repaid to-date.
I want to k:now what is actually
bothering the Minister? Is it because
AMESU highlighted certain strange
happening~ in the lnclustrial Court
through its organ the "Berita Amesu"?
If the Honourable Minister is really concerned about our members, then
he should come and see for himself
how thousands of them are being exploited by the plantation bosses. The
Minister should leave the unionist
alone and go after the bosses who are
exploiting the members of AMESU.

loan

A Sethu PaJhy
TANAHRATA

BOSNIA: ALIRAN
Ill-INFORMED AND
EMOTIONAL
Your article on Bosnia in A/iran

Bosnia: Armed intervention by the Western powers is not a feasible option.

MonJhly 1992:12(10) is a very good
example of the abuse of the freedom
of the Press. It is an ill-informed, emotional presentation of the subject for
cerain propaganda ends: the denigration of the United States and Western
culture as a whole, which seems to be
the current editorial policy of Aliran.
How can you say the West has
remained "silent" about Bosnia? This
is absolute nonsense and you know it.
Every day the Press, radio and TV in
the West are full or reports about the
atrocities there and the question of in·
tervention. It is a pity you do not tune
in or read these reports because then
you would realise how problematical
armed intervention would be, both
logistically and in terms of international relations, in view of the highly unstable situation in Russia, where
support for Serbia amongst conscrva
tives is very strong.
Surely you know that two top
statesmen from Britain and America.
David Owen and Cyrus Vance have
been working flat out for six months
trying to stop the Wlif in Yugo~lavia.
To being with Aliran 's athtude to
America's role as the "World's
Policeman" is totally inconsistent and

contradictory. While you criticise the
US intervention in Iraq and Panama,
you condemn that country for not intervening in Bosnia. You are like a bystander exhorting the policeman to
arrest this criminal here, but not that
one there because he's my friend.
And why is Allan Ma.~sie 's remark
"obscene"? Why should US troops get
killed trying to sort out other nations'
problems? You condemn the loss of
life in Panama but 2,000 people is
nothing compared to the loss of life
that would result from US or European
military intervention in Bosnia.
Firstly, the relief effort of the UN
would be jeopardised. Secondly, the
Serbian response would probably be to
deliberately widen the war to
Macedonia and Albania. Western
military intervention would undoubtedly strengthen the hardliners under
Milosevic's leadership and may even
lead to the toppling of Yeltsin from
power and a renewal of the Cold War.
I feel it would be worth your while
to read up some Ballcan history. You
would fmd parallels between Yugoslavia and a certain South-East Asian
country. Serbia, after an illustrious
period, was overrun by the Ottoman
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Turks and for five centuries was a
colony of the Turkish Empire (here
this myth about Ottoman rule being
benign has really to be exploded: the
Serbs fought very hard to gain independence, but later in 1875, a revo1t in
Bosnia led to such appalling atrocities
by the Turks that Austria took over the
rule of that province).
The Serb claim to Bosnia is longstanding and deep-rooted. Its annexation by Austria in 1908 led directly to
the First World War, in which Serbia,
despite being a tiny country in comparison to Germany and Austria, held
out for nearly two years against its
enemies. Only the entry of Bulgaria
into the war enabled the central
powers to defeat Serbia. After the war,
Serbia was rewarded by being
'enlarged' into Yugoslavia, which the
Serbs have dominated ever since.
Here I would like to emphasize
that I am not in any way on the side of
the Serbs: as a Muslim, naturally I am
on the opposite side and I am as horrified and outraged a.~ any human
being, Muslim or otherwise, by the be
haviour of the Serbs.
The Muslims in Bosnia now feel
betrayed; now that they have been
defeated they arc hoping that Western
nat ions will help them out of their
plight It is a pity that lzatbegovic and
his allies did not consider six months
ago before they went ahead with the
fatal referendum whether they would
actually be able to defend an independent Bosnia against the Serbs,
who, judging by their reaction to
Croatian independence, were certain
to attack it
Thus much of the responsibility
for the present situation rests with the
Bosnian government and the German
government wh1ch encouraged these
countries to seek independence instead
of accepting the realities of their situation and compromising.
The Bosnians might not have
achieved full political freedom but
they would still be walking around
with fuU stomachs and a full complement of limbs, alive and well with
their children and mothers and
grandmothers and houses to live in
without fear and with electricity supp~ly to keep them warm during the
winter. In the same way the Kurds in
Iraq have to accept the realities of their
predicament - that nations in the real

world are not created by idealism and
good intentions, although we must all
regret it
After all that bombing by America
and the loss of life by children and
adults in Baghdad and elsewhere, Saddam Hussein is still in power in Iraq,
still pursuing the same policies of
genocide against minorities who dare
to stand up against him.
After a similar intervention by US
air power, why should it be any different in Serbia? Sometimes it is better
just to compromise a little and live
with one's resentment for the sake of
peace.

Concerud History Graduate
KUALA LUMPUR

THE POLITICS
OF SELFACTUALIZATION
Politics could be understood as a
vehicle for self-actualization. It should
be used as an agent for propelling selfgrowth and human dignity. How do
we relate to politics? We do so by getting into a certain kind of societal
relationship which is characterized by
a variety of societal relationships that
involve a variety of structures and patterns of interaction. Politics involves
the link between human action, human
values and political behaviour. One
way of looking at this complex structure is to postulate that one of the
mechanisms involved is self- actualization.
The question here is, how does
one see political action as an instrument of self-actualization. To positively empower oneself means to want and
be able to morally propel oneself in a
direction that will ensure positive selfactualization. Self- actualization in
tum, points to the realization of tl1e
need to develop and practise universal
human values witlun one's own
psychic structure. Now what are these
values. Very simply they are values
which contribute to the moral and
spiritual growth of the individual.
However, just simply knowing that
values lilce freedom, truth, peace, love,
equality and justice exist is not
enough. They have to be made a living

reality in the experience of the political moment Sadly, many of those in
political life choose not to do so. They
confront self-actualization with a negative frame of mind. Self-analysis is
substituted with an attachment to tangible, material things. They condition
themselves into accepting politics as
that ,which involves the attainment of
materially enriching possessions. But
ironically, the more we try to own "outside" of ourselves, the less we possess
"within" ourselves.
Meaningful living is when we possess inner convictions and live by
them. We must Jearn not to "simply
exist" but also to "consciously live".
To be alive means to be actively aware
of our potential to do good as human
beings. We are not alone in society.
Why are our actions so often dictated
by self or group interests? Why do we
not live to empower ourselves towards
individual and societal good? Is 11 because we are not interested or too ill
equipped to do so?
The probable answer is that we are
simply and wilfully not predisposed to
moving in the direction of the common good. We do not lilce making
altruistic decisions. Instead, we choose
self- interest and greed. This is so because we do not wish to start on the
correct footing. We rarely truly wish to
see ourselves grow as human beings.
We fmd it so uncomfortable to look
witllin in order to act and create
without (owsclves). We prefer to
engage in self-degradation and moral
pollution.
Self-actualization is tlle politics of
knowing. It is tlle practice of seeking,
experiencing and learning about all tlle
glory that lies within ourselves. It is
about self-illumination. a lcind of personal religion in tlle llesh. We can only
grow if we respect ourselves as dignified beings. We must investigate
how we see ourselves in relation to
others and how we educate ourselves
towards creative self-fulfilmenL The
problem with man is man and only he
has the capacity to serve the full potential of human happiness and not
human suffering.

lAiif Kamaluddin
PENANG
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ABOLISH CASTE
SYSTEM
I refer to T Raja's letter "Get Rid
of Caste Mentality", (A/iran Mon1hly
1993:13(4)) and suppor-t his views.
Here I would like to give my views on
tllis issue.
The caste system which originated
in India under the cloak of Hinduism
has over tlle years created a deep impression on the South Indians or
Dravidians. The caste system has
divided the society into four groups,
Brahmins (priests), Kstllariyas (warriors), Vaisyas (farmers) and Sudras
(labourers). In tlle name of God, Brahmins freely exploited tlle Soutll Indians (dark skinned) witll tlleir laws
and scriptures. A Sudra was practically
deprived of all basic human rights and
was treated lilce an animal.
During tlle colonial period, tlle
BntlSh found tllis to be to tlleir advantage as tlle Sudras were obedient.
docile and cowardly. Thus, many
Sudras were sent to Malaya to worlc in
tlle plantations as labourers. These
were our forefathers., who brought
along with tllem tlleir deadly caste system. The European planters took advantage of this system to create
disunity among tlle worlcers by providing tllem separate housing based on
'clean' caste and 'unclean' caste.
Drinking water and prayer shrines
were also separated. Sudras were furIller broken into various sub-castes
Jilce Gounder, Karuvoor, Thevar, Reddiar, Chakltali, Parayan Muthaliar, etc.
Limited social integration among
tlle 'clean' and 'unclean' subcastes
later Jed to exploitation by tlleir Asian
plantation managers through low
wages and deplorable living conditions, whereby, a disunited worlcforce
failed to revolt against tlle management.
At present. caste consciousness
still remains deeply rooted among
many Indians Malaysians, be tlley lowwage labourers or educated executives. Caste seems to be an important
matter in flXing marriages, for many
still proudly display tlleir caste after
tlleir names in tlleir wedding invitatiuns. Politicians still use it as a tool
for campaigning to pull votes. Various
caste-based organisations still remain
active and significant temple heads are

often chosen from members of the
higher caste.
The irony is that although m1111y
religious and youth organisations
speak against the caste system outwardly, they still refuse to fight the
issue head on and sometimes simply
brush it aside by saying that it is a sensitive issue to be discussed!
So, the struggle to remove this
black spot from our community has to
be continued. Caste, culture, race and
religion should never stand in between
the brotherhood of all mankind.

Sivarajan Arumugam
CHERAS, SELANGOR

MINISTER
SHOULDN'T ABUSE
AND LIE
The Hum1111 Resource Minister in

his reply which appeared in theNnv
Straits r~s on 9 July 1993 stated
that he has named the union for
malpractice, irregularities and abuse
for the sake of members. This is an excuse. Long before he decided to name
the union, the members knew of the
fact and the reason the union had to
chip in RM 30,000 to make up the cost
of a Merccdez Benz which is more
than RM 65,000 on the road.
If he is doing it in the interest of
the members, then he should immediately stop abusing the Union and lying
about me. Instead of casting expursions on my character, he should give
reasons for the non-reference of trade
disputes to the Industrial Court. poor
Industrial Court Awards, the shortage
of staff at the Industrial Court and
worse still why we have not received
1111y replies to our four important letters sent to the Registrar of Trade
Unions some months ago. If he could
look into that area, then he would be
serving the interests of workers and
the taxpayers.
He should also know the reasons
why I am Wlable to pay my instalments. Letters to that effect were given
to the RTU. As a worker on a monthly
salary ofRM $1,400, I am trying to
serve the Union in my capacity as
General Secretary. I have sent letters
to the Registrar of Trade Unions stat-

ing the reasons for the deferment of instalment repayments and my proposal
for settlement.
He should be fair to me and not
politicise the issue, harping "car for
his personal use",just because he has
access to the mass-media, to belittle
and humiliate me.
It is also regrettable that he is
using the mass-media to run his ministry affairs in public rather than letting
the Registrar of Trade Unions fWlction
properly and effectively. He has assumed the role of the R1U to discredit
the affiliates of the M1UC and in particular AMESU.
My members know who is serving
their interests and they also know that
the Minister serves the vested interests
of capitalists and that it was his ministry which approved Rule 4A in
MAPA's Rules &c Constitution. Does
this rule serve the interests of workers
in the plantation sector?
These are areas where the Minister
should provide policy decisions and
ensure that his Ministry provides efficient service for the benefit of workers.
The Trade Union Act 1959 has
many provisions which are not in the
interests of workers. The act is silent
on loans.

D P S Thamotharam PMC

Hon General Secretary
ALL MALAYAN ESTATES
STAFF UNION
PETAUNG JAYA

JUVENILE
DELIQUENCY
Nothing seems to have been done
about the spate of crimes committed
by juvenile delinquents. Nothing indeed has been done for this group of
youngsters who roam the streets 1111d
shopping complexes at all hours of the
day and night.
What is juvenile delinquency?
1uvenile delinquency, lilce sin, is not a
disease.
The root cause of this social problem is the lack of religious training.
There is a possible relationship between crime and the decline in faith.
Parents and religious centres are
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responsible for providing religious
education to our youth. They are
obligated to educate the youth to
choose to do good instead of evil.
However, some parents have failed
in their responsibilities to instil in the
hearts and minds of their children a
sense of moral values.
Some schools, on the other hand,
have also failed to help parents to train
their children towards right and civic
conduct Leniency on the part of
parents 1111d schools has in some ways
contributed to juvenile delinquency.
The parents in our society are so
steeped in material pursuit that not
only do they have no time to spend
with their children, but worse still,
they themselves have lost whatever
religious values that they might have
had.
A strong, honest. industrious and
productive Malaysi1111 society has to
stem from a society that is balanced in
its thinking. If we think of materialism
only, then our society will soon become decadent because individuals
will thinlc of themselves only and, in
the pursuit of wealth and power, they
will trample all those who liCe weaker
and who stand in their way.
But for those of us who believe in
a caring, ethical society, there is worry
that as we join this age of economic
supremacy, the values that shape our
ethics, politics and policies are those
of competition, aggression, individualism and self-interest Values
like justice, care, truth, integrity, compassion, empathy, the common good,
all too often fall on the way-side.
Religious revival not just among
Muslims, but also among the Christians, Buddhists and Hindus of this
country, could somehow help redeem
our society. Religion could provide us
with moral and spiritual guidance in
our quest for economic prosperity and
mitigate our impulse towards greed
and selfishness. The belief in an
omipotent God should bring contrition
and humility to our lives and our
deeds.
Therefore, I would lilce to appeal
to the Ministry of Education to provide compulsory religious classes for
non· Muslims in line with the caring
society concept

S S undralingam
TA /1!/NG

CONTROVERSY

RIGHT OF REPLY DENIED
SUARAl\1 and other l\Iala)sian NGOs were
maligned by a malicious letter written b) one
S Mainam of Kuala Lumpur, which was
carried prominent I)· as" Lettt.•r of the l)a)·"
by the 1'\ew Straits Times on June 16, 199.'\.
A detailed rebuttal from SUARAI\1, pleading
right of repl)·, was ignored h) the 1'\ST on the
grounds that it was too lung.
1'\ST also claimed that SUARA:\1 was not
answering S l\lainam's point on gay rights
and that SUARA:\I's response was a personal
attack on S l\lainam.
A subst•quent editt.•d version of this lettt.•r was
resubmitted to tht.• 1'\ST but has) et to he
publislu:d.
Interestingly enough, when it came to

1

tarnishing the t•ITurts of the 1'\(;0s' in
t•stablishing their position with regard to
human rights, it St'l'nll'd, NST wasn't
bothered ahout the lt.·ngth of S l\lainam's
kiter. 1'\eitht.•r did it rume their journalistic
sensiti\it}' when the) published l\lainam's
pt•rsonal attark on SlJAIL\l\1. And what logic
prnailed upon them to conclude that
St:ARA\1 was nut ans\\ering l\Iainam's
point? Shouldn't that he kft to the readers to
judge?
l\Iuch has ht·t.·n said about natural justice,
right of n·pl), ethit.·s, acrountability and
responsihlt.• journalism. But that is another
stor) ·Bdow we t.·arr) both S 1\lainam's letter and
SUARA\I's n ·spunst•.

Human Rights Group
Reckless To Revive Issue

I

have some serious misgivings
about the orientation and pcr:;pcctive of some human rights groups
in this country. I have also 'Serious
doubts about their sense of re~-pon
sibility.
Recently, I attended a human
rights meeting organised by
SUARAM (Suara Rakyat Malaysia)
in preparation for the World Conference on Human Rights which is to
be held in Vienna in June.
I had expected some serious discussion on the real human rights issues facing this country. To my
shock and amazement. however, the
entire discussion at the meeting was
dominated by a non- issue: equal
rights for gays and lesbians.
For a moment, I had to ask
myself whether I was in Kuala Lum-

pw- or Washington. Gays and lcsbiaJls had just staged a week of
protests in Washington. I was
wondering whether this was a spillover from that.
However, as the meeting
proceeded, it was clear to me that the
matter could not be dismissed so
flippantly. The organisers were
clearly of the view that the issue of
equality for gays and lesbians was
important for Malaysias. Otherwise,
how was one to explain the fact that
they had even invited representatives of those groups agitating
for this cause to address the meeting?
Fortunately, despite the efforts of
these speakers to persuade those attending to adopt their cause, the
majority of those attending the meeting declined to do so.
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Why are human bodies like
SUARAM pursuing causes like
equal rights for gays and lesbians
without any regard to the realities in
this country and the sensitivities of
Malaysians?
The answer is simply tllat
Western human rights groups have
decided that the cause of gays and
lesbians is one of the most important
human rights issues of our times.
Since they are so determined, human
rights groups like SUARAM feel
obliged to adopf the same position.
In short, Western human rights
groups set the agenda and groups
like SUARAM follow.
Afler the meeting, SUARAM issued a Malaysian Charter on Human
Rights which purports to express the
viewpoint of Malaysian NGOs.

What is disturbing about this charter
is that it asserts among other things,
that "National minorities have the

right to carry on their own educational activities, including the maintenance of schools and higher
educational institutions and the use
and teaching of their own languages".
It is quite apparent from this that
SUARAM has now decided to challenge anew our National Education
Policy and revive once more an old
communal issue that dogged this
country in the first three decades of
Independence.
The issue of the right of national
minorities to establish their own
higher educational insitutions was
last raised in the 70s when an attempt
was made by some Chinese
educationalists to establish a private

Chinese university called the Merdeka University.
When the Government refused
to grant permission for the C1.1ablishment of such a university, the
Chinese educationalists challenged
the decision in the courts, claiming
that it was unconstitutional and unlawful.
The Supreme Court finally ruled
on the matter, declaring that the
Government's decision was lawful
and did not amount to a violation of
the Constitution. Despite some subsequent efforts by some Chinese
educationalist groups to revive the
issue. the Chinese community, to its
great credit declined to respond to
those overtures. The matter was in
effect, laid to rest and it ceased to
poison the wells of national and
communal unity.

The attempt now by SUARAM
to re-open this whole issue will only
serve to arouse communal passions,
and is therefore highly irresponsible.
The attempt to represent this demand
as that of Malaysian NGOs is highly
misleading. Above all, this attempt
to take this issue to an international
forum like the World Conference on
Human Rights in the hope of pressurising the authorities here to
reverse their policy is downright
recldess and foolhardy.
I sincerely hope that some good
sense will prevail and that
SUARAM will reconsider this illadvised move.

SMainam
Kuala Lumpur

Malaysian Ngos' Human Rights
Consultation: A DISTORTION

T

he letter by S Mainam
{Human rights group reckless
to revive issue, NST 16-61993) betrays an unfortunate intolerance and ignorance of human
rights.
A check of the register of participants from participating NGOs
has failed to reveal "S Mainam"
having attended the Consultation.
This could help explain the misleading, distorted and inaccurate picture
he/she had painted in his/her letter.
Whatever his/her source of information, S Mainam has grossly misrepresented the Human Rights
Consultation.

Serious Exercise
The Human Rights Consultation
was a serious exercise in discussing
and reaching a consensus on the real
human rights issues facing
Malaysia. It is part of the ongoing
effort by Malaysian NGOs to uphold
the
dignity
of humankind

(Malaysians and the world over) and
to demand that our basic human
rights be respected.
The Consultation was historic as
this was the fU'St time it was held.
SUARAM, right from the start,
hoped the Consultation would
produce a human rights Charter
which is as representative and collective as possible. Thus, two days
(17 & 18 April) were spent on discussion and consideration of various
views (hence the term "consultation").
The Consultation brought
together nearly 50 Malaysian organisations from throughout the
country including Sab::lh and
Sarawak. This goes to show their
concerns over the state of Human
Rights in Malaysia.
The Consultation started with a
thorough discussion into fundamental aspects of Human Rights. Fundamental beccausc the views
expressed were from the true
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Malaysian perspective with all its
history/herstory, culture and ethnic
diversity.

Human Rights Universal
The Consultation concluded that
the basis of Human Rights is the
inherent dignity and humanity of
human beings. It also believed
Human Rights are universal. Hence
what are accepted as Human Rights
for Malaysians shall also be the same
rights universally.
It also concluded that democracy
and development are integrated.
Any attempt; to sec them as separate
and incompatible would be unholistic and manipulative. In other words.
the rights to a just and holistic
development is a basic human righL
Having agreed on this Malaysian
perspective on Human Rights, the
Consultation concretized this by
producing the Malaysian Human
Rights Charter, a genuine reflection
on Human Rights in the Malaysian

contexL It is noteworthy that all 20
articles in the Charter were individually discussed and agreed
upon before being included in the
Charter.
S Mainam concludes that the
raising of the issue of gay rights
shows that SUARAM is a pliantconduit of western hwnan rights groups.
The organisation which raised the
issue at the meeting undoubtedly had
the right to do so.
Contrary to S Mainam •s suggestion, it was not a design by
SUARAM to ensure that the issue be
given prominence but it was the
freedom of expression which allowed the issue to be ventilated.
This very same freedom of expression gave everyone and every
group at the meeting the opportunity
to speak and that would explain the
considerable dic;cussion on the issue.
Certainly no one was gagged or pressured in any way. Thus the responsibility for what went on during the
proceedings rested on all who were
present.

Main Issues
If S Mainam had been present
throughout the weekend's proceedings, his/her misrepresentation of the
facts would not have happened
Mainam would have heard that not
only two issues were discussed but
many other human rights issues as
well. The Malaysian NGOs' Charter
on Hwnan Rights contains Articles
which enunciate our rights in the
following areas:
1. The universality of hwnan rights
2. The individuality of hwnan
rights
•
3. Women's rights
4. The right to a holistic development
5. The right to a true participatory
democmcy
6. Development and the world
order
1. 1lle environment
8. Equality and non-discrimination
9. Equal access to basic needs·
10. Employment

11. Education, language and culture
12. Rights to personal security

13. Freedom of association and assembly
14. Freedom of expression and access to information
15. Rights of children
16. Rights of indigenous peoples
17. Rights of peoples with disabilities
18. Rights of refugees and foreign
workers
19. Hwnan rights education and
training
20. National emergencies, derogations and judicial independence
But then it would seem S
Mainam is also at odds with all these
other "real human rights issues" as
he/she puts it, in particular, he/she
fmds disturbing the reference to:
"National minorities have the
rights to carry their own educational
activities, including the maintenance
of schools and higher educational
institutions and the use and teaching
of their own language, provided
that this right is not exercised in a
manner which prevents the members ol these minorities from understanding tbe culture and
language of the community as a
whole, and, from participating in
its activities in order to albin national unity and integration." (Article JJ.4).

S Mainam chose to omit the latter half of this article, (which has
been underlined), in order to
prejudice the reader in the attack
against SUARAM.

Under No Obligation
The Malaysian NGOs which endorse this Malaysian Charter on
Hwnan Rights will do so by their
own will and conscience. They are
certainly not under any obligation to
SUARAM to do so. Nor will
SUARAM be "representing" any
Malaysian NGO in endorsing this
document. In other words, this
Charter will be as representative as
all the Malaysian NGOs which put
their names to iL
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Among other things, the
Malaysian NGOs' Charter on
Hwnan Rights believes that human
rights are universal and indivisible
and must be upheld by all Governments. This includes the recognition
and advocacy of cultw'al pluralism.
Mainam should not insist that the
Universal Hwnan Rights adhere to
individual governments' laws and
policies. Clearly, every government
must live up to the International
Charter and Conventions on Hwnan
Rights.
As an immediate response the
above letter is signed/endorsed by
the following organisations:
1) AURAN KESEDARAN NEGARA
(AURAN)
2) AMNESTY MALAYSIA - PRG-TEM
COM
3) CENTER FOR ORANG ASU CONCERNS (COAC)
4) CHILD WORKERS' TASK FORCE
(CWTF)
5) CONSUMER ASSOCIATION OF
PER US (CAPS)
6) INSTITUT PENGAJARAN
KOMUNITI (IPK), SARAWAK
7) KOPERASI KREDIT PEKERJA
8) KOPERASI KREDIT RAKYAT
8) NATIONAL CIVIL RIGHTS COMMIITEE (NCRC)
10) NATIONAL UNION OF JOURNAUSTS (NUJ)
11) PENANG ORGANIC FARM (POF)
12) PEOPLE' S SERVICE ORGANISATION (PSO)
13) PERSATUAN SAHABAT WANITA
SELANGOR (PSWS)
14) PINK TRIANGLE
15) REACH: EDUCATING THE ABLE·
BODIED AND CARING FOR THE
HANDICAPPED (REACH)
16) SELANGOR CHINESE ASSEMB·
LV HALL YOUTH SECTION (SCAH
YOUTH)
17) SOCIETY FOR CHRISTIAN
REFLECTION (SCR)
18) SUARA RAKYAT MALAYSIA
(SUARAM)
19) TENAGANITA
20) WORKERS ORGANISATION Of
MALAYSIA (WOM)

WSUATYAN
Coordinator
SUARAM

ACCOUNTABILITY

BATANG KALI
And Other Untold Atrocities of the Emergency
According to DR KUA
KIA SOONG, Batang Kali
is not the only atrocity
committed by the British
Army in Malaya during
the Emergency period.
Worse still, many of these
atrocities have been
covered up by the
authorities concerned until
today when the Batang
Kali case is reopened.

T

he fact that it Ius bken 45
years for the Batang Kali incident to be reopened is perhaps
more scandalous than the episode

itself. In addition to the question of
reparation for the victims' families,
the authorities must be accountable
for keeping the issue under wraps all
this time. But Batang Kali was by no
means the only atrocity of the Emergency, officially designated from
1948 to 1960. Other disturbing questions have been unanswered all these
years.
When the 30-year Secrecy Rule
in Britain lifted the lid on the early
years of the Emergency. it was discovered that the British Army had
used a herbicide identical to Agent
Orange in their operations in the
rural areas of Malaya. This appeared
in the 'New Scientist' in January
1984 but at least four years before
that. when the Soviet Union was accused of using chemical warfare
against the Afghan people, 'Le
Monde Diplomatique' had already
revealed this Emergency secret We
know the outrage that was expressed
by world opinion when the US used

Agent Orange during the Vietnam
War in the sixties.
Anyone who has done research
at the Public Records Office at Kew
Gardens in London will know that
even though this 30-year Secrecy
Rule has been lifted on the years in
question, it does not mean that all the
documents are available for public
inspec~on. Many are still "classified" and have been removed into
the inner sanctum of the British
Home Office or the Cabinet Office.
The question that environmentally conscious Malaysians today
want to ask is: What is the full extent
of the spraying since, up to 1952, it
was revealed that at least 20 sites in
West Pahang and tracts of jungle
were sprayed. Based on studies done
in Vietnam, it has been found that the
long-term effects of Agent Orange
on health are horrific to say the least.
giving rise to cancer, infertility as
well as deformities.
The Malaysian Health and Environment Ministries therefore have
a responsibility to the Malaysian
public to ascertain the exact extent of
such spraying throughout the Emergency years.
Thus the British Colonial
Government is not the only party
guilty of concealing these secrets of
the Emergency. The "most complete
record yet compiled of the Emergency" - Anthony Short's 'The Communist Insurrection in Malaya,
1948-60' - was initially commissioned by the Malaysian Government but was subsequently
disowned and refused publication in
this country.
Anthony Short joined the
University of Malaya in 1960 and
was commissioned to write the history of the communist insurrection
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in Malaya, 'The Emergency'. He
was given every assistance by the
Government. including full access to
confidential and secret papers. The
finished manuscript was handed
over to the Malaysian Government
in October 1968 but Short had to
wait three years before being told
that it was not to be published. His
work was eventually published in
1975 by Frederick Muller Ltd while
he was Senior Lecturer at Aberdeen
University.

ANTHONY SHORT'S
FINDINGS
What light does Short throw on
the Batang Kali Incident?
This is how he concluded:
"That 24 guerrillas should have
been killed in combat was in itself
remarkable but the reticence shown
by the army in acclaiming what
should have been a considerable victory made it even more so. For ten
days there was no further statement.
Two days after the incident a police
inquiry began but for ten days no
statement was issued although it
soon became obvious that the 24 had
been killed in what were at least
unusual circumstances... There were
no photographs, no names and no
evidence that they were suspected
guerrillas...
"What emerges from the
villagers' · accounts is a far more
complex story which begins with the
earlier ambush and killing of a
lieutenant and a special constable,
the arrest of a guerrilla supplier, and
his arrival on the Sungei Remok estate with a combined army and
police patrol. They encountered two
young Chinese carrying padi who
were accused of supplying the guerrillas. denied it, and were shot on the

spot. The following morning a lorry
carrying tappers and rice arrived a1
these remote labour lines. The
detained guerrilla supporter picked
out a woman guerrilla supplier and
the women were divided into two
groups, some returning to the village, but the families of the men
staying on. Troops then proceeded to
burn down the labour lines and in so
doing a number of detonators whkh
were stored there, illegally no doubt
but used for fishing purposes, exploded The troops. outnumbered
and thinking they had been ambushed, panicked and began
shooting. The Chinesi
started running but a1 such
close quarters all of them
were killed by rifle and
automatic fire."
After Short wrote this
account of Batang KaJi. the
episode was re-opened on 1
February 1970 by a London
Sunday newspaper, 'The
People' . The paper had
challenged Mr George
Brown·s suspicion that. on
account of the My Lai massacre, "there are an awful lot
of spectres in our cupboard too".
Eventually, one of the Scots
Guardsmen and three other members of the patrol swore ~tements
on oath to the effect that the twentyfive Chinese had been massacred
and that they were not attempting to
escape. (The fate of the 25th man is
an unsolved mystery in Short's account).
A few days later, the Labour
Government's Secretary of State for
Defence, Mr Dennis Healey. said in
the House of Commons that there
was a direct conflict of evidence as
to what had happened: that he was
treating the matter with concern and
urgency: and that he would consider
whether the matter should be
referred to the Director of Public
Prosecutions for further investigation.
According to Short ·
"In Malaysia. a man had also
come forward to say that he was a

survivor of the shooting: both he and
a former special constable who said
he had guided the patrol denied that
there had been an attempt to escape.
A number of questions remain unanswered - not least being the orders
and purpose of the patrol - and the
answers are difficult to reconstruct
after more than twenty years. Most
of the evidence today is probably in
the ftles of Scotland Yard. whose
investigations were conducted by a
Detective
Chief
Superintendent...Batang Ka1i remains the
gravest, not least because it is the

Estate, half a mile from Kachau Village in the Kajang police district. By
dawn, Kachau viUage with some 50
houses and shops had also been
razed to the ground by the
authorities.
In his research, Short found:
"In various government files a
series of explanations was offered
for why and how this happened.
What is most interesting, and alarming, is the difficulty at the time of
finding out exactly what had hair
pencd. There was no doubt of the
concern and general disapproval of
civil government but it was
not until three years later
that the efforts of the Assistant Commissioner of
Police, Mr Dobree, uncovered what for the moment stands out as the
definitive account of what
happened and the falsehoods in the accounts that
were given at the time.
What is also of interest is
the discrepancy given in
various accounts as attempts seemed to have
been made to cover up
what had happened."
From Dobrce's mvestigations, it
emerged that the OCPD had in fact
given the order for the village to be
ra1.ed. In the event, even the moveable property of the villagers which
had been evacuated and placed by
the rood was also destroyed.
The High Commissioner himself
had conveyed to the Commissioner
of Police that he was .... "not at all
satisfied that the government cause
is helped by adopting methods likely
to make criminals and CTs (Communist Terrorists) out of people who
arc deprived of their livelihood and
suffer destruction of their property."
From just these few examples. it
is cle.-.r th..-.t the defirutive history of
the Emergency remains to be written
with full access to British and
Malaysian Official Records. More
importantly, it is high time that the
victims of atrocities committed by
the authorities be compensated•

"...it soon became obvious
that the 24 had been killed in
what were at least unusual
circumstances... There were
no photographs, no names
and no evidence that they
were suspected guerrillas..."
most exceptional, suspicion on the
conduct of the British Army in
Malaya."
In June 1970 the new Conservative Government in London announced that the matter had been
dropped.

BATANG KAU NOT AN
ISOLATED INCIDENT
But the Satang Kali incident was
not the only atrocity of the Emergency. Anthony Short also found:
"In the series of actions in which
large numbers of homes were burnt
- Jalong, Kachau, Lintang and
Tronoh being particular examples of
concern - the Kachau case, while it
may not have been entirely representative, affords some insight into
the despotic natw-e of certain operations."
At 2 am on 2 November 1948,
guerrillas burned down the smoke
house and rubber store of Dominion
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meny men? Or is it UMNO S.U.
the MCA and the MIC? Or is it the
profit-motivated
business
community which is cloeely linked
10 the eslablistunmt?
I'm sure the majority of
Malaysians are freedom-loving
people who chemh the principles of
democracy and treasure their
fw1damentaJ liberties.
Perhaps there may be some
myopic, selfiSh types who will be
oontcnled ~ long u they ha¥e the
oppmunity 10 make more money,
but generally speaking, the human
spirit longs 10 be free and, in the long

•INTERNA nONAL
BOXING
Recently. the Oreal One was
interviewed by a correspondent
from A.Dawe~k who .... seeking his
views on Bosnia. The COI'1'eSpOOdent
asked: ·u Slobodan Milosevic were
here, what would you say to him?•
The Great One replied. •1 would
bash him in the face. I can' t
undersland how the world can allow
this maniac, this murderer to get
away with everything.·
8ra¥e words,IO be sure. But lhen
again. gMit half a chance, many
others would also be inclined 10 let
their fiStS do the talking to this Milo
chap after all that he and his band of
brutes have done to the poor
Bosnians.
·· But a word ofcaution though - if
you do happen to bump into~
Old Slob in a dart alley, don't
expect him to sit JRIY while you II)'
to bash his face to a pulp or rearrange

his feaiiRI. Na.ty has his own way
of responding.

Even the mighty UN troopS and
thai Bill Clinlon. who thinks he's

run, no individual. no government however powerful it may be - can
suppress that basic human desire.
Besides. the Oreal One has no
right to say that Malaysians don't
mind an oppressi¥e authoritarian
society, not when nearly SO percent

almiaJdy. !k'.el1l to cringe with terror
at the mere mention of the name
Slob. Put it lhis way. Slob'scenainly
not the type you'd want 10 take home
to introduce 10 mother.
But perhaps an appointment
with Iron Mike Tyson. who is on a
long sabbotica.l, might do him a
wa1d of good. It would roorienlafe
Slob's outlook - and his head - more
effectively than any 'bashing' from
Mahalhir would.

•••

of the populabon VOICd apinst the
Barisan at the last general election.

Or has he forgouen?
No Siree, we don't want
phenomenal economic growth at
any price.

•••
THE POLmCS OF
YOUTHFUL VIGOUR
Gerontology is apparently dead.
For at lea in Malaysia. one Jds the
strange feeling that the process of

SPEAK FOR
YOURSELF
Ebewhere in the inlicrview, the
Great One commented on a BBC
aa:usation that we are an opp~essi ve
audlorilarian society. ·come
he
teplied. · we don't mind - with 8 per
cent growth.· (No doubt a reply
which would ha¥e done SinpplR's
Great One proud.)
ExclL1C me? We don't mind?
Who is this •we• he is referring to?
Is it the Great One and his band of

on:
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growing old may no longer exist, let
alone be a~. bolh at personal
and societal levels.
Malaysians were reminded
recently that one is always young for
Mlong ~one is ali¥e. Morever, one
is seen to be ·old· ooly becawle one
happened to be born a little bit earlier
lhan the ochers. Age, in OCher words,
is a relative thing. That's all there is
10 iL
you might ha¥e thought that this
zestful and positive idea was
~ by Hollywood saar, Mel

Gibson. who had descended upon
the Malaysian soil to give a brief
appearance at a recent premier show
oC his "Forever Young" movie. But
it wasn't him. Neither was it ba ba
Gabor nor Ronald Reagan. Bukan,
bukan, bllkan
This assertion was swiftly made
by no less than our Deputy Prime
Minisler Ghafar Baba after realising
lhat !here were a few individuals in
UMNO Baru who, being born a little
later after him, were a little bit too
anxious 10 show him the exit door to
polilica.l oblivion. Indeed. &rue to the
Ghafarian tradition, age certainly
doesn't seem to pose a problem to a
lot of politicians. For the
unconvinced, just try have a look at
the leaders of many of the youth
wings oC the component parties of
the ruling coolition..
Perhaps Ghafar more than
anyone else is the most appropriate
person to remind his relatively
youthful contenders of the age- old
adage that age is like wine: the older
it gets the better. The only problem
with this contention is that it (ageing
wine, i.e.) is intoxicating as weU, and
this can certainly affect, among
other things, their perfect 2020
vision oC the country's future.

•••
HANGING AROUND
THE IDEA OF LEPAK
If age is no problem to these
politicians and other community
leaders, then they can certainly
blend easily with the youthful crowd
that regularly hangs around
supermarkets. These leaders can
make a useful and positive
contribution and, in the process,
prove the critics (such as other
politicians, social commenlatorsand
TV celebrities) wrong especially
when this social activity, or
popularly known in Malaysia as

Iepak, has of laic acquired a negative
connotation.
For one thing, these not-too-old
leaders can show the cwious world
that one of the reasons why these
lepak-nik.s attach themselves to the
supermarkets is because the
physical environment in which they
live, like high-rise buildings, do not
provide enough, if any. proper
facilities for youth to occupy
themselves.
Besides, the lepak-llik.s are 3.00
victims oC the kind oC development
thai encourages and highly values
materialism. For some of them who
come from poor rockground. being
in the supermarkets and watching
how the rich kids and their parents
spend their money on expensive and
luxury things may be the closest
thing they could get to the materialist
world of superficial satisfaction.
Moreover. by joining the
activities of the lepalc-lliks the
not-too-oldies will also demonstrJlC
that loitering and chit- chatting with
these young set in supermarkets is
not much different from the things
they normally do in their exclusive
and expensive clubs. In fact, in the
latter drinking (alcohol) and, in
certain cases. gambling, to name but
a few, are acceptable social
Jr.IC(ices. The only difference is that
one group lepalcs in supermarkets
while the other does it in
"respcctlble" joints.

•••
GOLRNGAND
HIDDEN LETTERS
Golf enthusiasts in Malaysia and
worldwide may strongly disagree
with the contention that their
insatiable appetite to hit a ball
rcgubrly can cause a lot of damage
to themselves, the environment and
human productivity.
Briton Paul Osborne, however,
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had recently shown that his penchant
for golfing could actually make a lot
of people not know what really hit

them. You see, Osborne had this
ye4Ulling for a short w<Xking day and
to Iepak around golf course. And this
had rcsullCd in him stealing or hiding
11,000 postal items. He W:L$ found
hiding thousands of letters and
postal packets in his house, where a
search revealed 33 delivery pouches
and a garbage sack full of mail.

•••
WRESTUNG WITH
SUMO PROBLEM
The head of Japan 's Sumo
As!n:iation is, at the time of writing,
engaged in a vetbal war with Japan's
new Education Minister Ryoko
Akamatsu over charges of sexual
discrimination.
The minister criticised the
association for having refused to
allow her predecessor. also a
woman. to present a government
trophy to the winner of a sumo
tournament. The association replied
that it was sacrilegious to allow
women enter the sand- covcrd clay
mound where the sumo wrestlers do
their fighting.
As with many things in life,
sexual discrimination too should
have its Umits. Surely one oC the fii'SI
concerns and tasks of Ms Akamatsu
is to grapple with the physical
violence that is perpetrated and
displayed by sumo wrestling. In
short, she should have stayed away
from such an arena so as not to lend
it fW1her credence.
For the uninitiated, swno is a
game which, among other things.
requires the wrestler to show how
creative he is in covering his big bwn
with as little a loin cloth as possible.

•••

DOWN UNDER
WITH A
DIFFERENCE
While we're still on the subject
ofhwnan anatomy. we might as weD
tum our aaention to whal happened
recently in Down Under. Down
Under. to be sure, means Australia.
It was reported that an Austr.ilian
restaurant was given warning by
health offacials for instructing its
waitresses to serve customers their
desserts on their tununics in.<rtead of
plales.
The restaurant in Perth had
invited diners to eat fruit salad and
cream off the stomach of a waitress.
With the health of the diners and
waitresses in mind. we want to add
that irreparable damage could be
inflicted especially when diners,
particularly those who have
voracious appetite, may be templed
to sink their teeth into the flesh thai
comes with the dessert.
Surely such sexist and carnal
approach to eating should not be
stomached by aiJ eaters. male or
female.
And if you think that's a
mouthful of a story that came from
Down Under, wait till you hear of
the gripping tale oC an Austrnlian
man, robbed at gunpoint. who
almost bit off the penis of his
assailant after being forced to
perform oral sex.

•••
ADDING SPICE TO
LIFE, A'LA
MALAYSIA
Still on the subject of delicacies.
Malaysians have been encouraged
of lale to eat ·exotic" meat. which is
hailed as having a lot of protein and

less cholesterol. Thus. it is with this
in mind that Selangor Menteri Besar

Muhammad encouraged people to
start rearing animals such as deer.
r.lhbits, and ducks.
In view of the need for us to
utilize whalever reSOW'Ces that are
available in the country. we would
suggest that monkeys, especially
those found lepak-ing in the
wilderness of Kedah and Penang,
should al~ be placed in this exotic
list This should make any gourmet
worth his or her salt gallop.

•••
RAINING ACID
ON ELITE
LIFESTYLE
It was reported that Malaysia in
the very ncar future will experience
a lot of acid rain due 10 industrial
activitic.4) and smoke emission of
vehicles on the oft-clogged
Mllaysian roads. This is. of course,
something about which most
health<ooscious Malaysians ll'en't
proud and happy.
The authorities said that they
were taking steps to arrest this
problem, such as encouraging in the
urban ~ to car-pool. That is why
we often hear advertisements on the
radio coaxing urbanites to share
vehicles in order to go to their
wodcplaccs. Cabinet Ministers were
not excluded from this.
But surely if one is seriously
intending to solve this health
problem, one has to look at its 1001
causes. For one, a bck oC refuable
and efficient public transportation.
Another is the kind of lifestyle that
unabashedly promotes material
acquisition, which in turn
relentlessly spins the wheels of
industries and vehicles that
individually and coUectively pollute
the air.
The acid test. therefore, is: will
the ruling clitcs have the willpower
to change their entrenched lifestyle?
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Ghalw now .ouncls elot Ike old
Semy.

FOREVER YOUNG
Now that the Deputy Prime
Minister Hoping-To-Be-PrimeMinister is feeling the pressure from
some young upstart. he has stu1ed
becoming philosophical. mouthing
pearls of wisdom like nobody's
business. (ActuaiJy, he did sacriface
his love for business in order to get
into the bu.~ of politics. Come to
think of it. is there any difference
between the two?)
Some delightful gems:
• How do you know that I'm
old? It·s up to every one to decide for
himself whether he is too old.
• As long as you ll'e alive, you
ll'e young. (In thai case. we should
abolish the conupt if rniremenJ
especially since Ministers already
appear to be exempt from
retirement)
• I ask you not 10 replace me for
the time being because I will stiU be
around for the time being, because I
will stiU be around in seven, eight
and even 10 years from now. (Now,
doesn't that make you feel really
good inside. Hmm. he's even
beginning to sound a lot liu old
Samy, ·who wants to be around
forever and ever)
Sby tuned to this column for
more inspirational thoughts.

"Chandra is a different
man now. He seems to be
very pro-Islam and
anti-US these days. Just
look at how he supported
Iraq during the Gulf
War." Such criticism is
typical among some
middle class Malaysians
who perhaps do not know
former Aliran president
Dr Chandra Muzaffar well
enough.

this methodical yet engaging compilation of well presented and easyto-read essays, Chandra attempts to
prove that the New World Order
(NWO) will not protect the human
rights of the vast majority of people
in the world. In the process, he exposes - at times with great passion the hypocrisy and double standards
of the North in its dealings with the

To dismiss the views of Chandra
on the international scene in the post
Cold War era in such a simplistic
manner is to do the man and his
cause a great disservice. A closer
look at his writings will reveal the
futility of trying to pass him off as
just another religious bigot or
fanatic. Anned with an arsenal of
facts and figures, dates and places,
Chandra substantiates his views on
the many injustices in global politics
with formidable authority.
Human Rights and the New
World Order is Chandra's first book
since becoming director of Just
World Trust, a newly fonned international NGO concerned about issues
of
domination
and
transformation in global politics. In
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South.
He shows how Western nations
exert enormous power and influence
over the rest of the world through
their control and domination of international news agencies, global
economic institutions and even the
United Nations itself via its Security
CoWtCil.
The influence of the North can be
seen, for instance, in the UN
Development Programme's Human
Freedom Index which comes under
attack for its obvious bias. The Index
ranks Hong Kong, a British colony,
in twenty-sixth place ahead of many
other independent nations. Israel, a
close US ally which has forcibly
evicted Palestinians from their
homeland, is ranked thirty-four above other countries with less tarnished human rights records.
Chandra stresses the need for a
holistic approach to human rights
which encompasses "economic, social and cultwal rights, individual
and collective rights and rights
within the nation- state and rights
within the international system apart from civil and political rights."

This differs from the traditional

Western approach which emphasises only the civil and political
rights of the individual, an approach
which he says helps to preserve the
privileged, lopsided economic and
social positon of the West in the
existing world order.
He makes an important contribution to the Great Human Rights
Debale by linking the holistic approach to a spiritual dimension - the
Wl.ity of humankind - which, he

conscious of their roles as trustees of
God. "Through common values,
through Wl.iversal rights and responsibilites, through shared principles
and precepts, a common bond of
love and compassion will Wl.ite
humankind."
Throughout the book. the reader
is left in no doubt about the double
standards, selective justice and
hypocrisy of the major powers in
international politics. economic
relations, democracy and hwnan

Genocide In Boenia-Henegovina .. the WMtern nations drag their feet
finding • 80iution.

says, should be the goal of any new
world Ol'der. "Unity should be
founded upon the oneness of God.
For the oneness of God implies the
oneness of the human family and the
Wl.ity of the hwnan being and nature." This concept, he observes, is
enshrined in almost all the great
religions of the world.
But. in order to achieve genuine
unity within the hwnan family,
Owldra argues that there must be
justice and equality for all its members who should remain actively

rights. That institutionalised racist
systems like apartheid and Zionism
continue to exist is in itself a damning indictment of the New World
Order, says Chandra. He goes on to
discuss the hidden political,
economic and military agenda of the
West in seeking to subdue and
dominate Iraq and Libya, objectives
which the mainstream media in the
We5t have rarely analysed let alone
criticised.
The hypocrisy of Western
governments becomes all too evi-
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dent in the case of Algeria, where the
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) was
deprived of victory in the fli'St ever
general election held in that country.
The reaction from the traditional
champions of democracy in the
West was muted.
Turning to Somalia. Chandra
sets out what he feels are the real
reasons for the fOI'eign militruy intervention there. Again, economic and
strategic interests seemed to have
played a more important part than
humanitarian considerations.
But the ultimate indictment
against the New World Order must
surely lie in the utter failure of the
West to stop the brutal Serbian aggression against the legitimately
elected but defenceless government
of Bosnia-Herzegovina. The dillydallying of the "international commWl.ity" in the face of sadistic torture
and genocide, and its connivance in
the partitioning of Bosnia reveals the
moral bankruptcy of the major
powers. Again, Chandra provides
some revealing clues on why the
West has seemingly turned a blind
eye to the carnage in Bosnia.
Finally, Chandra declares lhat
Asia itself does not need a foreign
military presence to ensure its
secw'ity. Asian secw'ity. he says, is
best left to the Asians. He concludes
by stating lhat the United Nations as
it stands now can never hope to
achieve a just world order without
drastically reforming itself fU"St.
For Chandra's critics who are
labouring under the delusion lhat
America is the greatest defender of
democracy. human rights and justice, they read this book at their peril.
Certainly, this OOok will be of interest to those seeking an alternative,
analytical insight into the many conflicts around the globe in the post
Cold War era. One cannot expect a
comprehensive treatise in this com.pact 182-page book. but all the same,
the crisp, concise style is refreshing.
Surely, after reading this book, one
will never ~w the intcmational
situation in the same light again•

HUMAN RIGHTS

WORLD CONFERENCE ON HUMAN RIGHTS AT VIENNA:
An Appraisal
PART TWO

SPANNER IN THE WORKS
It wasn't smooth going for
the World Conference on
Human Rights. There were
blunders and bunglings,
there were conflicts and
contentions but at the end
of it all the conference
came out with the Vienna
Declaration which had only
polite clauses and pious
intentions but nothing that
the human race could be
truly proud of, writes
DR ARIFFIN OMAR.

W

hen the UN Conference
began on Monday 13 June
1993 at the Vienna International Conference Cenlre, about
180 representatives of some 180
governments attended. It must be
stated here that the Non Govennental Organizations (NGOs) that were
present were invited as observers
only. Nevertheless, there was the
hope among the NGOs that they
would be allowed to participate in
the Drafting Committee as well as be
allowed to address or intervene in the
meetings of the general assembly.
The NGOs which attended the
meeting were in Vienna not just for
the pW'pOse of attending the conference as passive observers but they
had a programme and agenda of their
own which included networking
with other NGOs which shared the
same interests as well as campaign-

ing and publicising the issues which
they deerned important for the
human rights struggle.
However, there were serious
problems from the start for both the
government representatives attending the UN Conference and the
NGOs as well which we will deal
with later. As far as the NGOs were
concerned, the gathering in Vienna
was to give them an opportunity to
draw up joint demands regarding the
UN human rights programme.
To achieve this goal there was
the Joint NGO Planning Committee
(JPC) which planned a NGO Forum
from 10 - 12 June. This Forum was
opened to NGOs which were not
allowed to participate in the UN
Conference. This Forum began with
a plenary meeting and keynote
speeches by well-lrnown personalities from different regions of
the world.
The NGOs were involved in five
working groups on irnporUnt
themes related to the UN human
rights programme. The groups had
background papers to serve as a
starting point, and two days were
made available for discussion and
the elaboration of a concrete list of
demands. The recommendations of
the five worlcing groups were then
combined into a joint final resolution
at the closing plenary session. This
was officially adopted by the plenary
on the afternoon of 12 June and then
presented orally and in written form
at the UN Conference at the beginning of the following week.
While the UN Conference was
going on, the Austrian Centre and
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other spots in Vienna were the
venues for a large number of individual events organized by NGOs
present in Vienna and coordinated
by the Ludwig Boltzman Institute of
Human Rights (BIM).

CHINA OBJECTS
However dark clouds threatened
the efforts to obtain a worlcing
relationship between the NGOs and
the governments at this conference.
It became clear that certain governments - notably the Peoples
Republic of China - were against the
participation of NGOs in the Drafting Committee of the UN.
Furthennore
the
Chinese
government was against the exiled
Dalai Lama of Tibet from being invited to the conference to address the
NGOs at the Vienna lnlcmationa.l
Centre and threatened to pull out of
the conference altogether if her
views were not taken into account.
The UN gave in and the Dalai Lama
was not invited to speak at the International Cenlre. Instead he addressed the NGOs at a park under the
auspices of Amnesty International.
What was even more serious was
that the NGOs were also excluded
from being involved in monitoring
the key sessions of the Drafting
Committee that would produce the
final document of the World Human
Rights Conference.
What was most disgraceful was
that the Malaysian government representati ves to the conference agreed
to the exclusion of the monitors from
theNGOs- thus sharing the pedestal
with Communist China.

UNEXPlAINED
BUNGUNG
As though these
problems were not
enough, the NGOs were
also involved in serious
disputes. NGOs from
the South were of the
opinion that they had
been marginalised and
gathered support to
throw out the Joint Planning Committee (JPC)
from its role of coordinating the more than Participants at the NGO forum.
2,<XX> groups attending
the Human Rights Conwas strongly opposed by Latin
ference.
American and Caribbean NGOs
Accusations hurled at the JPC
which felt that he came from a
included suppressing attemptS by
country which was the biggest
NGOs from the South from highviolator of human rights on the entire
lighting human rights concerns in
planet These countries felt tha1 inspecific countries both at the three
stead of Carter the closing address
day forum and also at the main UN
should have been given by Nobel
conference. Tile JPC was also
Prize winner Adolfo Perez Esquivel
charged with incompetence over
as had been planned at the forum's
travel arrangements, lodging and
inaugural session.
failure to ensure the attendance of
But Carter came and was booed.
scores of NGOs from Africa and
Carter's reaction to this can be seen
other areas.
in his own words when he stated that
The JPC also made the unforgiv"I tried to make it plain that I was not
able error of agreeing with certain
there representing my nation begroups within the UN to disinvite the
cause I have strongly disagreed with
Dalai Lama and not allowing him to
and condemned the human rights
address the NGO Forum. There was
policy of my own country in the last
some b1Jth to the charges. Malaysian
12 years."
NGO representatives who were
Sadly enough, some of those
there suffered dreadfully as a result
NGOs who espoused human rights
of unexplained bungling over travel
did not respect his right to speak and
and lodging arrangements.
cast doubts on their commitments to
As a result of widespread protest
the principles of freedom they
regarding the bungling of the JPC an
claimed to uphold.
alternative organizat.ion was set up
which was known as the CoordinatMAJOR ACHIEVEMENT
ing Committee.
Nevertheless leaving aside these
In the midst of this squabble,
tragic incidents, the NGOs did a
another incident occurred which
good job of voicing out their conraised disturbing questions over the
cerns, publicising the atrocities and
principles of human rights espoused
violations of human rights in the
by NGOs themselves. This incident
countries that they represented. The
was the booing of Jimmy Carter the
demands of the NGOs included betex-president of the US who was inter treatment for women, recognition
vited by the JPC to deliver the closof the rights of the indigeneous coming address of the NGO Forum.
munities, protection against abuse of
The invitation to Jimmy Carter
children and justice for the dis-
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vantaged groups.
Among the various
NGOs, it cannot be
denied that the womens•
groups made a tremendous impact because
they were well organised, funded and
very assertive in their
demands.
Sad to say. the
NGOs representing the
disabled and children
were not visible and
were disadvantaged as a
result of either poa
planning on the part of
the organisers of the conference or
due to neglect.
I personally felt that the NGO
Forum which had five major groups
did its job well and handed over a
report to the World Conference on
Human Rights.
It was undoubtedly a major
achievement to bring together more
than 2000 international, regional and
local NGOs from all parts of the
world representing a great variety of
concerns, and to produce, in a short
period of time constructive and forward- looking common recommendations to improve the United
Nations human rights programme.

BONE OF CONTENTION
Coming to the actual UN Conference involving the governments,
we had stated that the main bone of
contention was the issue of a High
Commissioner For Human Rights
which was strongly put forward by
the US with the support of some of
her allies.
On the other hand there was the
demand from countries from the
South that human rights must not be
seen solely from the viewpoint of
civil and political rights but must
also encompass economic. social
and cultural rights.
There were also the few odd nations that felt that human rights were
relative and must be seen in the cultural context of the countries concerned. The Peoples Republic or

China held closely to this view.
The Republic of Singapore also
did not see eye to eye with the West
and stated that "Wliversal recognition of the ideal of human rights can
be hannful if wtiversalism is used to
deny or mask the reality of diversity."
Indonesia's Foreign Minister Ali
Alatas in an interview given to Terra
Viva stated that there should be a
balance between civil and political
rights as well as economic and social
rights and that the west must not
impose its notions of human rights
on other coWltries.
Malaysia attacked the
hypocrisy or certain western nations
in their attempts to have a High
Commissioner to investigate human
rights violations. The Malaysian
representative stated that such a
Commissioner will merely look at
violations in Third World Countries
and ignore violations in the west
Some western nations stated that
countries which opposed the creation of the Human Rights Commissioner simply did not want to have
their human rights record monitored.
The Scandinavian coWltries
were more sympathethic to demands
that economic and social rights be
given parity as civil and political
rights.
So the debate went on.
One irony about the UN Conference was the stipulation in discussing human rights, no member
country's name should be mentioned and this made it difficult to
examine the human rights record of
any country.

GODMUSTBE
BLUSHING
Fmally when it came to the time
for each country to talk about human
rights in their respective countries.
every state spoke so eloquenlly
about their adherence to human
rights in their home country that God
in heaven must be blushing with
envy at the state of bliss and happiness found in every country that the

need to call for a World
Conference on Human
Rights seemed abnost irrelevant But we know
the stark realities!
Sad to say, the conference was not an overwhelming success. lf
there was anything
notable about it, it was
the consensus that human
rights were wtiversal and
that economic and social
rights were also important Perhaps this was its
notable achievement
The UN djd not
evaluate effectively its
role in promoting human
rights. Only 1% of its
budget was allocated for
human rights activities
and this was supposed to
be an increase over the
previous budget.
The most glaring disaster was Bosnia. It was
tragic that the UN could
do next to nothing over
Bosnia and that some nations even went 1o the extent of trying to stine
discussions on Bosnia altogether. In this the
double standards of the
US and her allies were
too obvious. Members of
the Organizatioo of Islamic Countries (OIC)
which included Malaysia
managed
to
force
through a resolution on
Bosnia- much to the displeasure of some great
powers.
Thus to all intents and
pwposes the conference
came out with a declaration lrnown as the Vienna
Declaration which had
only polite clauses and
pious intentions but nothing that the human race
could be truly proud
of. •

To Jenny
By Nc»1 Villaba
afttr IUs detention and torture (1988)
'Mlot 11glt do I feel
abandoned. In this
solltay cell?

nvough the fog of by-gone years
face hamts me.
VOl.f 11ny hands extend fa merc'f
VOl.f eyes straining against
1hat which sheds D~t
about the ha~ess of hlrnanl1y;
I see yOll' troll body. not yet the age
of one tu1 moon.
abandoned to the mountai'\ cold
and Oll' cries. so weakly pleading
'don't leave me. don't go'
when we left you.

yoLJ

Is 1here forgiveness
for this foilue of feeling?
For not even seeing
you lowered to that strange
patch of ea1h
1hat was your sudden gave?
Jemy. you were the unwHIIng
ftrst-bom sacrifice
on the altar of a jealous god,
of a nation struggling.
We can never bt1ng you back.
and al the others. except In t>UI<*lg
a new world. we meant to offer you
Except In not feeUng
abandoned in this torrt>
for the Uvlng.
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RACISM:
TORTURE AND ILL-TREATMENT
IN WESTERN EUROPE

A

man from Benin living in
France is knocked off his
motorbike by a car, then
beaten up by the driver. In Germany
a 14-year-old asylum-seeker from
Turkey is thrown to the ground with
such force that his arm is broken. A
young African living in Portugal is
kicked, punched, and given what his
assailants call a "bath" with a high
pressure hose.
These violent assaults were not
carried out by the racist organizations increasingly active in western
Europe. In each and every case, the
assailants were police officers - the
very people responsible for protecting the public from racist attacks.
The behaviour of law enforcement officers mirrors the rising tide
of racism in Europe. Amnesty International (AI) has documented an increasing number of cases where race
appears to be a factor among the
many reports of torture and ill-treatment by police and other government agents it receives from
Western Europe.
Yet few European governments
have recognized the growing threat
to human rights posed by racist
police practices. Assaults by government agents, including cases where
racism is apparent, go largely unpunished. Such cases are mrely investigated as thoroughly as they
should be, and the victims usually
fmd it difficult to seek redress on
their own behalf. Even when the assaults are serious- or fatal - the guilty
often go free.
This is doubly dangerous at a
time when racist attacks are increasing throughout the region. Racist at-

titudes among police -officers not
only lead to human rights violations,
but may also leave those most vulnemble to racist attacks without adequate protection. By failing to
punish their own agents for such
abuses, governments implicitly condone racist attacks in society at large.
The victims are subjected to
treatmentmnging from racial insults
and threats of deportation to severe
beatings and other forms of torture.
Many of the victims are foreign nationals, including tourists and students, as well as asylum-seekers,
immigrants, and migmnt workers,
many of them too frightened of
losing their tenuous status in their
host country to make a complaint In
many other cases, the targets of racist
abuse are citizens of the countries in
which they are ill-treated

POUCE BRUTAliTY
Racial prejudice sometimes appears to be the only motive for police
brutality. In Fmnce, Benin national
Lucien Djossouvi was Irnocked off
his motorbike by an unmarked
police car in September 1989. He
was then assaulted by police officers, who reportedly called him a
"dirty nigger" and beat him with
truncheons. When he said he would
make a formal complaint, he was
threatened with deportation and left
bleeding on the pavement A few
hours later he was rushed to hospital,
unconscious. Doctors recorded a
heavy blow to his head and
widespread facial bruising.
Despite the threats of deportation, Lucien Djossouvi made a formal complaint against the police. A
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judicial inquiry opened in 1990 had
not concluded by December 1992.
In Spain, in September 1991,
Arab tourists Mohamed Hegazy and
Raed Shibli were reportedly arrested
and brutally beaten after Mohamed
Hegazy spoke in Italian to a civil
guard he thought he recognized. The
guard was the wrong man, and immediately began to assault the two
bewildered
tourists, shouting
"Italians, Italians". Reinforcements
were summoned and the two men
were arrested, severely beaten with
truncheons, kicked, punched, and
charged with resisting arrest. They
complained about their treatment
when they appeared in court, but it is
not known whether their claims were
inve!>-tigated.
One man was assaulted by the
police after he sought their protection. Babur Partcner, a Turkish
citizen living in Austria, stopped to
buy some cigarettes in a Vienna bar,
where he was threatened by two
men. He called the police to lodge a
complaint, but when two police officers arrived on the scene to investigate, it was Babur Partcner they
arrested. In custody, he was reportedly beaten, kneed in the testicles,
called "a shiuy Turk", and threatend
with deportation. His requests for a
lawyer and interpreter were refused.
After his release, a doctor found
swellings and bruises on his head,
arms and chest.
Babur Partcner brought a complaint of ill-treatment against the
police. The police denied his allegations and counter-charged him with
resisting arrest and injuring a police
officer. At his trial in October 1989,

he was acquitted of all charges after
abuse. Yet a genuine commitment to
sought medical treatment for injuries
the Public Prosecutor described
carrying out such investigations is
which included cuts and bruises to
police evidence as "contradictory
conspicuously absent from the offihis arm, legs, trunk, and neck. Docand implaussible". A judicial inquiry
cial agenda.
tors also recorded permanent nerve
resulted in charges against four
In June 1992, for instance, Jacdamage to his right hand. apparently
police officers, who were tried and
ques Cherigui, a man of Franco- Alcaused by tight handcuffs. His trial
acquitted in May 1992.
gerian parentage, was arrested in his
has been adjourned until March
There was no apparent reason for
1993, pending the report of an interhome in Argenteuil without a warthe assault on Marcelino Baessa. a
rant and for no apparent reason. He
nal police inquiry into his allegations
young Cape Verdian living in Poremerged from custody 19 hours after
of ill-treatment
tugal. In August 1990 he and some
his arrest. covered with cuts and
TRIALS ARE RARE
friends were at home listening to
bruises and with his right hand permusic when Republican National
Thorough investigations which
manently damaged. He made two
result in government agents being
Guard officers entered and
formal complaints about his treatdemanded to see their identity
brought tO trial are rare. Tile police
ment. backed by medical reports. but
commonly deny that racist ill-treatpapers. Although Marcelino Baessa
they were not investigated by the
produced his papers, he was reporment occwrcd or else claim that the
court.
victims were injured while
tedly insulted, slapped on
the face, and arrested. He
attacking police officers or
attempting to escape. Even
~d that in custody a group
of officers punched and
when investigations do
kicked him and gave him a
result in charges against
"bath" with a high pressure
police officers, legal
proceedings seldom lead to
hose. He was released
convictions. This can mean
without charge and made a
that victims, even of
formal complaint about his
serious assaults, are left to
treatment, which was arseek redress outside the
chived by the Public
criminal justice system.
Prosecutor, but the case
Some victims have purwas reopened on appeal.
sued assault cases against
These are only a few of
police officers in the civil
the many cases AI has Hooded French police apprehend a demonstrator near
courts. In the United
docwnentcd in which Lyon. The area erupted after an acc:ident involving a
Kingdom there have been
racist violence or insults police car and a local youth.
several recent cases in
have been a part of the torAccording to Jacques Cherigui,
which the police paid compensation
ture or ill-treatment inflicted by
the police demanded entry to his flat
-now tOtalling hundreds of thousand
government agents. A pattern of aswithout explaining what they
of pounds sterling - without admitsaults and torture in which racial
wanted, seized and handcuffed him
ting liability, to people who sued
abuse is evident can be detected
and threw him down four flights of
them for wrongful arrest or ill-treatthroughout Europe. Less marked is
stairs. ln the police van, a police
ment.
any evidence that governments have
officer sat on his neck. forcing him
In July 1991 the London
taken steps to prevent these human
to bend over double and making it
Metropolitan Police force paid
rights violations.
nearly impossible for him to breathe.
40,000 pounds in compensation to
The
officer allegedly told his colABSENCE OF
Leslie BWllCtt. a black landscape
leagues: "This trick calms them
COMMITMENT
gardener.
without
admitting
down very quickly, these wogs."
liability. Leslie Burnet was. arrested
Prompt. thorough and indeJacques Cherigui was punched in the
in April 1988 for allegedly tamperpendent inv• .>ligation of all cases of
stomach and repeatedly insulted. In
ing with a car which he denied. He
racist torture and ill-treatment is the
the police station. he said, he was
was severely beaten with a
essential link in the chain that leads
called a "filthy wog" and told: "You
truncheon, kicked and called a
to the prosecution and punishment of
ought to go back to your own
"black bastard". In December 1988
those responsible for such violacountry."
he
was tried and acquitted of charges
tions. Only by finding and punishing
Jacques Cherigui was released
which
included injuring two police
the guilty can governments take the
after being charged with resisting
officers.
After compensation was
ftrst steps towards ending rncial
arrest and insulting the police. He
awarded he told the press: "What
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presswe.
about the officers who sent me to
Europeans among the several
jail? ... I would lilce to see them sackpedestrians crossing the street They
In Italy, members of parliament
ed or charged."
demanded an inquiry into the case of
were asked for their identity papers,
Daud Addawe Ali, a Somali asylumIn March 1991 Mohammed
subjected to racial insuli.S and fined
Hajiazim, an Iranian, received
on the spot When Mustafa Ali
seeker who was rushed to hospital
25,00) powlds from the British
refused to pay the fine, he and his
after his arrest in March 1992. He
police, without any admishad been arrested following
sion of liability, in coma distw'bance at the alien's
pensation for a serious inregisliation office in Rome,
jury.
where he had gone to renew
Mohammed Hajiazim
his residence permit Daud
had been arrested in Lon·
Addawe Ali was beaten undon in September 1987,
conscious in custody. In
following an argument
hospital, doctors diagnosed
with police officers over a
a head injury and bruising to
parXing offence. He was
the left leg and chest He
forced into a police car,
was transferred to prison,
and insulted while being
where his sister found him
driven to the police stathe foUowing day. She told
tion. When he arrived at
the press that her brother
the police station: ''They
was in severe pain, limping,
dragged me out of the car. Roslock, Germany: Police alleg~ly left over100
covered in bruises and ~
I lost my balance and fell Vietnam•• workers unprolect~ in this hostel while it
peared confused. He had
and they started to hit and waa firebomb~ by rlghl·wing ntremlsts.
been accused of resisting arpunch me on my side and
rest and injuring a police ofback. Then [a police officer.
friend were arrested and beaten. In
Daud Addawe Ali was later
ficer] kicked me between the legs. I
custody, Mustaffa Ali was severely
released. A medical examination
could not breathe and felt that somebeaten and pushed through a winfound injuries consistent with his
one had really cut right through me.
dow before losing co~iousness .
statement that police officers beat
They dragged me in to the station and
He was taken to hospital bleeding
him,kickedhimandbangedhishead
threw me onto a bench. I pleaded for
profusely from his injwies.
against a wall. He has reportedly
Mustafa Ali made a formal coma doctor and a glass of water but they
made a formal complaint about his
just ignored me. I was in terrible
plaint, but in March 1990 criminal
treatment. In April 1992 the Italian
pain."
proceedings against the officers
Government told the United Nations
Two days later Mohammed
responsible were dropped by the
Committee against Tortwe that
Hajiazim had to have surgery to
Vienna public prosecutor, who cited
Daud Addawe Ali was injured while
remove one of his testicles. His forlack of evidence. However, a
resisting arrest
mal complaint about his treatment
separate inquiry by the Austrian
resulted in an official inquiry. Two
Constitutional Court found that
ACTING WITH
officers were tried on charges of
Mustafa Ali's injwies were caused
IMPUNITY
causing grievous bodily hann, and
by an unidentified police officer.
acquitted in January 1990.
The officer responsible was never
Government agents who believe
named, apparently because an inadethey enjoy immunity from prosecuCONSPIRACY OF
quate investigation had failed to estion for unprovoked assaults and
SILENCE
tablish his identity. As a result, a
racist abuse have no encouragement
police officer responsible for serious
to respect human rights. The belief
In Austria, a police conspiracy of
ill-treatment has escaped sanction.
that they may act with impunity
silence prevented the prosecution of
Many of the victims do not have
often results in further human rights
officers who had beaten a detainee
the fmancial resources or sufficient
abuse.
and pushed him through a glass winknowledge of a country's language
In 1987 a 19-year-{))d black
dow. The detainee, Mustafa Ali, an
or legal system to pursue justice
youth, Trevor Monerville, disaJr
Austrian citizen of Egyptian origin
alone. Their eases often become
peared for three days while in police
had been stopped with a friend for
known only because the persistent
custody in London. Although the
"jay walking" in Vienna in March
efforts of their relatives and suppolice denied to his parents that he
1989. According to their lawyer, the
porters genemte public interest and
had been detained, he had been
two men were the only non-
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remanded into custody, without a
lawyer and too ill to leave his cell in
the magistrates court His father
eventually discovered that he was in
the medical wing of a London
prison, suffering from a fractured
skull. The police later dropped all
charges against him.
Trevor Monerville filed suit
against the police for causing him
serious injury, an action which he
alleges resulted in systematic police
harassment against himself and his
family. During the 23 months following his arrest. he was rearrested
five times on charges ranging from
minor offences to serious assaults.
He was acquitted of all charges, except for a driving offence to which
he pleaded guilty. He eventually felt
compelled to leave the country temporarily to escape from the alleged
harassment No inquiry was able to
establish thccauseofhis head injury.
In
March
1992 Trevor
Monerville's gr.mdmother, 70-yearold Marie Burke, was awarded
50,<XX> pounds after bringing a successful case of assault against the
police. She and her husband Edgar,
aged 76, were arrested and ill-treated
in January 1989 after reporting a
minor traffiC accident.
Aissa Ihich, an 18-year-old
French citizen of Moroccan immigrant parentage, died of an asthma
attack in a suburban police station
near Paris, Fr.mce, in May 1991. The
police had refused to allow him the
medication he needed to relieve his
asthma. When he collapsed with the
fatal asthma attack after 36 hours in
custody, the ventilator he canied at
all times was empty.
Aissa lhich had been arrested
and reportedly
beaten with
truncheons during disturbances in
Mantes-la-Jolie, a suburb west of
P.Jris. After his death, an autopsy
recorded "minor injuries", caused by
blows to the head and pelvis. In
February 1992 the police doctor who
had examined Aissa lhich and certified that he was medically fit to
remain in detention was charged
with involuntary homicide. No ac-

lion has been taken against the police
officers who reportedly assaulted
Aissa lhich. They have yet to be
identified. The judicial inquiry into
the case has said it cannot establish
which police unit arrested the youth.
Governments must also ensW'e
that those most vulnerable to racist
attacks receive the fullest protection.
In August 1992 it was reported that
police officers had withdrawn for
more than 90 minutes at the height
of the racist riots in the eastern German town of Rostock, leaving over
100 Vietnamese workers unprotected and in grave danger when
the building they lived in was set on
ftre by the rioters.

KICKED TO DEATH
In September a district court in
eastern Germany sentenced five
youths to between two and four
years in prison for kicking to death
Amadeu Antonio Kiowa, a 28-yearold Angolan. During the trial it was
reported that three police officers
were under investigation for failing
to come to the man's rescue.

Earlier in the year, AI received
several reports of assaults on
asylum-seekers by police officers
throughout Germany. In March
1992 police officers in the western
German city of Bremen reportedly
broke a 14-year-old boy's arm while
arresting him. The boy, a Twkish
Kurd seeking asylum in Germany,
was arrested in connection with
drugs offences. He has lodged a
criminal complaint against the
police. In May 1992 AI wrote to the
Bremen authorities about reports
that black African asylum-seekers
resident in the city had been illtreated and tortured by police officers. Officers reportedly kicked
and beat detainees and gave them
electric shocks.
In June 1992 police raided a hostel for asylum-seekers in Granitz,
near the eastern German town of
Freiberg. During the pre-dawn raid.
officers reportedly broke down
doors, pulled people from their beds,
punched them and beat them with
batons. The allegations of ill-lreatment are currently being inves-

'Different cultural habits'
In May 1991 the d1rector of an Italian prison replied to press queries
about reports that prisoners were systematically ill- treated by saying
that "40 per cent of the pnsoners are Moroccan. Algerian and
Tunisian. people with different cultural habits. often rebellious and
violent".
The press had been alerted to the situation at Sollicciano prison,
near Florence. after inmates wrote to local and national newspapers
alleging they were regularly threatened. beaten and injured by
prison guards. About haH of the 600 prisoners are immigrants from
countries outside the European Community. On 18 December 1991 ,
following an internal inquiry, the Prosecutor General declared there
was no evidence of criminal responsibilrty and formally closed the
case Three days later. the national daily La Repubblica published
a letter from women prisoners in Soll1cciano. claiming that both they
and male immates were regularly beaten for no reason by prison
guards.
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ligated.

No government can claim to
have a serious and demonstrable
commitments to preventing human
rights violations unless it enswes
that those responsible for such violations are brought to justice. Failure
to investigate and prosecute in cases
where official culpability is apparent
sends a clear message to police officers that they may consider themselves above the law.
Urgent and decisive action must
be taken. Official tolerance of racist
ill-treatment by government agents
can legitimize - even encourage racial crimes in society at large. In
the present climate, with racial attacks on the increase throughout
Europe, it is vital that governments
ensure their own agents cannot be
accused of racially-motivated
abuses. Failure to do so reflects a
lack of political will to deal with the
problem in society at large. •

'If I see you again
you will be in trouble'
In December 1991 Luis Gravanita, a 19-year old student, was trying
to cross a busy road 1n Setubal, Portual. wllen a Public Security
Pollee (PSP) offiCer stopped him, asked to see his identity card, then
ordered L<.~is Gravanita to accompany him to the police station.
Gravanita said that at the station, the officer began punching and
k1ck1ng him, shoutmg "you worthless piece of Angolan shit ... You
are a worthless nigger". Luis Gravan1ta IS a white Angolan-born
Portuguese CitiZen.
Accord1ng to Gravanita·s statement, the officer also threatened him,
saymg "Look out 1It I see you on the street aga1n and you have the
bad luck t::> pass by me. you will be in trouble'"
Gravanrta was released without charge He went to the Emergency
Serv1ce of Sao Bernardo D1strict Hosprtal where he was found to
have cuts and bru1s1ng consistent with havmg been beaten. On 10
December Gravan1ta made a formal complaint to the prosecutor,
alleging that a named PSP officer had w1nu11y caused him bodily
injuries and menaced him. No news of any investigation into his
allegat1ons t1ad been released by December 1992.

Source: FOCUS, Amnesty
International, February 1993

'Why are you beating him?'
'Why are you beating him?.· a senior poNce officer
asked his subordinates. "He is a Turk,• they
replied. By the time the senior officer intervened,
Sehrrus Ukus, a Turkish Kurd, had been in the
rustody of the Anti-Narootics Police in Athens,
Greece for more than a day and had yet to be
interrogated. As weU as beating him, his captors
had also bumed his feet and genitals with a
cigarette lighter.

refugee, died in hospital eights days after his arrest
in Jatl.lary 1991. A post-mortem, which recorded
extensive injuries caused by beating, attnbuted his
death to pneumonia. The hospital issued a certifi·
cate stating that Suleyman AAyar died as a result
of respiratory, kidney and Wverfaiure and multiple
organ deterioration. It also described head injuries,
injuries to the genitals, a ruptured intestine and
broken rbs.

Setvrus Ukus was arrested in July 1990, charged
wkh drug offences and sertenced to 30 morths'
ifllwiSOnment. He made a corJ1)1aird about his
treatmert when he appeared in court. The public
prosecutor rejected his cofTl)laint as •groundless·,
and did not order a medical examination or cal
Sehrrus Ukus to give evidence.

The Greek Government claimed that Suleyman
AAyar had attacked police officers with a
screwdriver and was injured in the subsequent
struggle; then, after he was restrained ·he ran
amok and started to bang his head against the
ground". No disciplinary action has been taken
against the officers involved, pending the outcome
of internal and judicial investigations.

In another serious incidert invoMng the Athens
Anti-Narcotics Police, Suleyrnan AAyar, a Tur1dsh
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ETHICS

Garnbling: A Prevailing Social Evil
With so much going on in
our society, Dato'
Hishamuddin bin Haj!
Yahaya draws our
attention to the gambling
vice which needs to be
contained before it
becomes an acceptable
social norm in Malaysia.

G

ambling, unquestionably, is
a social evil. Not only gambling is known to be associated
with
sophisticated
white-collar crimes like breach of
trust, conuption, manipulation and a
host of other unethical doing, but it
is also a prime cause of matrimonial
breakdowns resulting in broken
homes and their ramifications. Indeed, gambling is a social disease
that strikes not only the affluent
society but also the poorest of
society of the third world
Malaysia, being a developing
country, regards gambling as essential to the sustenance of its economic
well-being. Gambling is encouraged. Almost all types of gambling are available in Malaysia and
in some cases they are governmentsponsored. The different types of
gambling available are suitable to all
walks of life; and their availability
extends to even the smaller towns
and hamlets throughout the country.
That gambling is so entrenched
in the post-independence Malaysian
cultw-e, is manifested by the involvement of Bank Negara in the recent
forex misadventure which resulted
in a loss of RM9 3 billion in public
funds. There wasn't even an apology
forthcoming from anybody, nay, not
even from the Minister of F'mance,

Malaysia ranks top among ASEAN countriH in the gambling industry.

which goes to show that gambling is
not only an acceptable norm, but
even the most important government
agency is allowed to gamble with
public funds. So, MARA's involvement in the purchase of millions of
shares in a golf club is really nothing
to grumble about

· MAlAYSIA RANKS TOP
It is shameful to note that among
the ASEAN countries, Malaysia
ranks top in the gambling industry,
followed by Singapore, Philippines
and Thailand. Figures given by a
foreign magazine quoted Malaysia's
total gambling turnover for 1922
amounted to more than RM7.44 billion. At the Genting Casino alone,
the total stake for 1992 was about
RM1.3 billion. In the three turf clubs
of Sclangor, Penang and Perak, bets
on each meet amounted to more than
RM6.5 million. The Four Digit
Stake was about RMl.l billion.
At least 500,<XX> people visited
the Genting Casino each year. As for
the races, which are held on every
Saturday and Sunday, auendance for
each meet is about 100,000 people.
Figures of those addicted to the Four
Digit should be best left to the imagination as this is by far the most
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popular fonn ofgambling among the
lower strata and it is avaUable
everywhere.
Gambling as a social evil was
exhorted by the Qurnn in the following verse:
'They ask thee concerning wine
and gambling. Say, In them is a great
sin, and some profit for men; but the
sin is greater than the profit."
(AI Barqrah: 219)

Indeed the Kelantan experience
showed that there was some profit in
gambling. This was when the PASled State Government sought to disallow premises used for gambling
purposes. Protests to the Menteri
Besar, came from a handful of gambling "towkays" to say that the ban
was unjust. However, not a single
gambling addict protested to the
Menteri Besar about the "injustice".

BAR/SAN'S SELFISH
DESIRE
We are perplexed as to the
Barisan Nasional government's insensitivity towards this social evil
and the social disorder it creates, except for its selfish desire to fill its
coffers. It was estimated that in 1992
the government netted more than

Government-approved gambling: Popular and available everywhere

especially when we
need money for
development. Such
thought, warned the
Quran, came from
Satan for the Quean
says:
'The evil one
threatens you with
ooverty and bid you
'O conduct unseenly.
'Jod promises you
"orgiveness
and
'Jounties. And God
=arethfor all and He
~noweth

all things."

aforesaid
verse means that
Satan whispers to
you that if you avoid
what is forbidden by
God, you will lose
out in the end. so
therefore you will
continue with your
sinful act. But, on the
other hand, God
promises you that if
you leave what is forbidden, God will forgive you and
replace what you have lost with his
bounties. After all, God is the Planner for all things and God knows all
regarding His creations. Such was
The

Even Bank Negara doee ill

RM430 million in gambling taxes

alone, a hefty sum indeed. So, how
could this amount of taxes be
replaced if gambling were to be
abolished. The country stands to lose
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the assurance given
by God to humans
who obey His command.
We ought to
ponder seriously on
the question of wide
accessibility of gambling in this countty,
and its effects on our
effort to- mould a
caring society to meet
the challenges of the
21st century.
We understand
human rights only as
what the West had
taught us what they
are and we talk and we
seek to uphold them.
But we overlook what
is even more basic
which is lurking at our very own
doorsteps, threatening the development of our own cultural heritage.
We talk and show concern for the
environment, we talk and cherish
political stability, and we talk about
creating favourable climate for
foreign investments, but we never
talk, or even think about a possible
catastrophe where all these efforts of
nation-building may be counter
productive if we have a nation of
gamblers.

RIGHT PRIORITIES
It is time that we should demand
from our national leaders to put their
priorities right, that is, to put the
interest of the rakyat foremost vis-avis their desire to fill their coffers
with gambling taxes. We should
tolerate no more their apathy and
callousness in prolonging a policy of ,
evil, while protecting the interest of
a few and jeopardising the interest of
the masses. The Barisan Nasional
government should be accountable
for their actions and omissions.
We all know the extent and magnitude of the drug problem and the
ever-increasing crime rates in this
countty, and, therefore, we should
spare no effort to contain yet another
evil of gambling. •

EDUCATION

Private Education: A Threat?
Private colleges are
playing an increasingly
important role in meeting
the tremendous demand
for higher education in
Malaysia. DR MOLLY
N N LEE discusses tlie
implications of this trend.

Privatization

T

he buzzword nowadays is
"Privatization". Malaysia has
privatized several public
utilities such as the telecommunication se~Vice, the natioll31 electricity
board. the postal se~Vice, the railway
service, and other se~Vice sectors including education.
Private education is now new in
Malaysia. It started as humble tuition
centres, independent Chinese
schools and typing/secretarial
schools; but, today, private education is available at almost any educational level.

in total about RM2 billion in overseas education.
At present there are about 140
post-secondary private institutions
registered with .the Ministiy of
Education, and they offer over 175
programmes. many of which are affiliated with roreign universities.
These programmes include the
overseas pre-university courses, the
professional and semi-professional
programmes. the twinned- or splitdegree programmes, the advance
standing programmes, and the external degree programmes. Amongst
them, the most popular courses are
law. business and management courses, computer science courses, and
applied/pure science courses.

Unique Features
Besides its rapid expansion, the
unique features of the private education sector in Malaysia are its innovativeness, "more of the same",
and the ambivalence of the
Malaysian government towards
private education.

The twinning programme represents a very innovative and cost- effective approach to higher
education, and it is attracting more
and more students, especially those
who cannot obtain places in the local
universities and cannot afford to go
overseas.
Although the Malaysian government would like to see the private
sector playing an active role in
providing vocational and technical
education, so far for various reasons,
the private sector has not quite fulfilled this particular role. Instead the
pnvate sector has been providing
"more of the same", and that is,
general education instead of vocational and technical education.
Futhennore, the Malaysian
government does not have any clear
cut policies concerning private
education. In fact the government's
attitude towards private education is
very ambivalent. Although it has not
attempted to openly cwb the growth
of private education, it has not been
very supportive either. For example,

Rapid Expansion
The
1980s witnessed a
phenomenal growth in private
education, especially at the postsecondary level. This rapid expansion has come about for various
reasons which include the ever increasing demand for higher education, the limited number of places in
local universities. and the ~tJy increased cost of overseas education.
The limited capacity of the local
universities is reflected in the
shortfall of places where for every
100 qualified applicants only 56 can
obtain places. As a result. there are
about 60,000 students in the seven
local universities: but about 73,000
students studying abroad spending

Phenomenal growth In private education at the tertiary level.
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market which will be brought
about by the influx ofgraduates
from the private sector.
Anyway. this situation may
turn out to be transitional only
for as admission to public institution .of higher learning becomes more and more
competitive, private education
will soon become a necessary
alternative for even Bumiputra
students.
A third issue is regarding
the control over private education. The general concern
about the quality of private
education is quite understandable especially when
many of the private institutions
are established solely on a
The ethnic-quota ayatem in local univeraitiee haa driven non-Bumiputra atudenta to profit-sharing basis. 1llere
Mek private tertiary education.
have been calls from various
quarters on the government to
issue a set of Wlambiguous
until today, the Public Services of them would have taken the SPM
examination. If studying a foreign
guidelines for the private sector to
Department does NOT recognize the
curriculum is considered as perdegrees obtained from any twinning
operate and to ensure maintenance
petuating cultural imperialism, then
of standards, without inhibiting the
programmes conducted locally.
the same can be said of the tens of
development of education.
Related Issues
thousands of Malaysian students
First and foremost, there is a
who have studied, or are studying
need for a national accreditation
There are a number ofcontroveroverseas.
sial issues relating to private educabody to monitor various aspects of
Tile views of these critics are not
private institutions to ensure the
tion. One pressing issue is the usage
only inward looking but also
quality of their programmes and
of English as the main medium of
myopic, for if Malaysia is to produce
instruction in many of the programresources. Tile government should
mes offered by private colleges bea workforce that is competitive in the
explore ways and means to control
international arena. it has tittle
cause of their affiliation with foreign
and monitor the quality of private
choice but to provide quality educauniversities.
education, but it must not impose too
tion according 10 intemalionally
Many critics of private education
many regulations for such intervenview this as a "threat" to the national
recognized standards.
tions would inhibit its development.
Another related issue is the
education policy which requires the
Tile Malaysian government can
medium of instruction in educational
dominance of the non-Bumiputra in
start by figuring out ways to provide
the management and participation in
institutions to be Bahasa Malaysia
fmancial support to private educaprivate education. Currently, the
To these critics, the usage of English
tion, especially in the provision of
may deter Malaysian society from
majority of the students who seek
vocational and technical education
achieving national unity, and at the
private education are non- Malays
which require high initial outlay.
because they could not gain admissame time may perpetuate the conOne way to ensure quality in
tinual dominance of Western values
sion in the public tertiary institutions
private education is for the governdlie to the ethnic quota system.
and culture through the imported
ment to impose certain minimum
This also explains why the usage
curriculum. 1llese arguments do not
academic qualifications upon
hold much weight when one exof English became a convenient
everyone wishing to enter certain
scapegoat for the critics to condemn
amines the language issue more
programmes.
The
Malaysian
private education as a "threat" to the
closely.
government can also regulate the tuinational language policy, whereas,
The usage of English at the posttion and fees of private educational
to my mind, they are more consecondary level does not imply that
institutions so as to prevent the cost
cerned about the prospect of inthe students do not have a command
of private education from being too
creased competition in the job
of the national language because all
exhorbitant. •
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CONCERNS
ETHICAL VALUES IN
SOCIETY
Ali ran supports the call by the
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr.
Mahathir Mohamad that society
must adopt ethical values. While
it cannot be denied that positive
values are important in ensuring
success in business, it is also important that the public sector
must cultivate correct values. We
agree that diligence, honesty,
reasonable patience, discipline,
determination, dedication, grit,
to
concentration,
attention
details, ability to work with others
and a degree of humility are indeed essential ingredienta in ensuring the success of the private
sector.
It mu.:.~ be remembered that
these same ingredienta together
with the need for accountability
and a sense of responsibility and
love for the rakyat from whom the
administration derives its mandate to govern are important factors in the establisment ofa moral
society. This being the case, Ali ran

calls upon the government to embark on a moral crusade by ridding the public sector of corrupt
officials who practice nepotism
and corruption and ignore the
needs of the rakyat. While the
private sector has no option but to
eater to the needs of the rakyat in
order to ensure its profit margins
, similarly an ethical government
must also be receptive to the needs
of the rakyat in order to ensure the
support of the rakyat to remain in
power.

Lt. Gen. (Rtd) Datuk Abdullah
Samsudin (NST 28 July 1993)
when he states that the country
needs 'repressive laws'. Where did
he obtain such views? Is the policy
of repression seen only in the light
of the communist emergency in
Malaya?
Enlightened citizens familiar
with Malaysia's history will
realise that repressive laws were
a feature of British colonial rule.
It served to protect and perpetuate colonial domination of
Malaya. While we may not agree
with communism, it cannot be
denied that the communist insurrection was an attempt to overthrow the British colonial
government and obtain Merdeka
for Malaya. That it did not succeed
is a historical fact.
After Merdeka what is the purpose ofkeeping 'repressive laws' in
the Constitution especially as the
rakyat has made its choice in
rejecting communism and opted
for a peaceful and evolutionary
path towards political, social and
economic development.
Datuk Abdullah should realise
that 'repressive laws' are not a
means to ensuring stability, harmony or even peace. The case of
South Mrica, Nicaragua, the
Philippines under Marcos are
classic examples of how ultimately 'repressive laws' destroy the nation. It is a fact that 'repressive
laws' are used by a small minority

Dr. Arif}ua Omar
PrtsidenL
29 July 1993

The above statement has not
appeared in any daily except TM
Sun. -EDITOR

RETARDED VIEWS
ON OPPRESSIVE
LAWS
I am saddened by the views of
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Democr•llc election: Where is the

need for repr•alve laws?

to ensure their dominance and
control over the political,
economic and social systems of the
country as well as to oppress the
majority of citizens.
God may have created
countries, people and a host of
other things different but the Almight did not sanction any political, economic or social system
which allows for needless exploitation
through repressive
laws.
It is a great tragedy that on the
eve of the 21st century this nation
of ours which hopes to achieve the
noble ideals of Vision 2020 still
has individuals who have
retarded views about the road we
must take to realise our goals.

Dr Ariffua OmtU
PrtsilknJ
31July 1993
Tbe above letter to tbe New
Slrails Titms was not published -

EDITOR

CONSTITUTION NOT
A POLITICAL TOOL
In your comment on pol.it.iC8:
Time to have another look at the
Constitution, there are several issues that should be highlighted.
1b begin with, Parliament being
an elected body representing the
interests of the rakyat should discuss seriously and thoroughly all
matters relating to the rakyat. If
any MP feels that discussions are
a waste of time, he should resign
as he or she is unfit to represent
the peoples' interests.
If the law provides that a twGthirds majority of the house is required for any amendments, then
the law must be respected. Were it
to be changed to suit the political
convenience of some political parties, abuses will set in which will
be difficult to check later on.
The Constitution which was
formed 36 years ago took into account the needs of the local situation and was the work of legal
experts from the Commonwealth
who came form India, Pakistan,
Australia etc. It was not solely the

work of the colonial master.
As for the claim that tha Constitution being such a sacred document that it should not be altered
at all, history would reveal that
the Constitution has been abused
and altered beyond recognition by
the ruling elite. Do not forget that
Dr Mahathir himself, in his book,
the Maloy Dilemmo has stated
that ''the manner, the frequency
and the trivial reasons for altering
the Constitution reduced this
supreme law of the nation to a
useless scrap of paper."
While we agree that there is a
need for a review of the Constitution, the review should be carried
out with a view of doing away with
the Internal Security Act, the Official Secreta Act, the Police Act,
the Printing and Presses Act as
well as other oppressive legislation, some of which are colonial
legacies.
Last but not least, any review
must entrench the need for a
moral and responsible government that is accountable to the
people which gives this government the mandate to govern this
nation through the Malaysian
Constitution.

Dr Ari/fua OmtU
PrtsUlenl
31 July 1993

THE DEWAN
SECRETARIATS
INACTION: AN
AFFRONT TO
PARLIAMENT
Aliran commends the Public
Accounts Committee Chairman
Datuk Dr Affifuddin Omar for
taking to task the parliament
secretariat for its delay in tabling
the Committee's report in the
Dewan Rakyat. It is noted with
regret that despite being directed
by the PAC Chairman to table the
reports, this was not done.
By ignoring the instructions of
the
PAC
Chairman,
the
Secretariat has
not
only
demeaned the Public Accounts

" ... the Secretariat
has not only
demeaned the
Public Accounts
Committee; its
inaction is also
an affront to
parliament... "
Committee; its inaction is also an
affront to parliament itself. For it
is parliament that has appointed
the Public Accounts Committee.
Since the examinations of the
Public Accounts Committee
centre on public expenses, it is
necessary that the reports be submitted as comprehensively and as
early as possible. Yet no reports
were presented to parliament for
nearly three yean.
Such information is vital in
order to ensure that public funds
are utilised for the benefit of the
rakyat and that there are no
abuses involved. Such information is an important aspect of
public accountability whereby the
government is obliged to give an
accounting of ita expen~s to the
rakyat.
Moreover, our Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir has made
it known that ethical values
should be propagated in both the
public and private sectors in order
to ensure the well being of the
nation. Apparently the parliament secretariat has not heeded
the advice of the Prime Minister
either.
Aliran therefore calls upon
parliament to take action against
the secretariat for failing to carry
out ita task in a responsible manner.

Dr Ariffua OmtU
PresidenJ
4 August 1993

The above statement bas not
appeared in any daily except T/u
Sun ·EDITOR
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AMENDMENTS TO THE SOCIETIES ACT

BARISAN DOES IT

...glaringly ...blatantly

The

Barisan government has done it again. But what
makes it so glaringly blatant is the fact that it comes
so soon in the wake of an earlier episode two weeks ago
when it used its ovetwhelming majority to amend the
Constitution to serve party interests.
This same majority was used once again by UMNO Baru
on 4 Augustto amend the Societies Act to secW"C for itself
the assets of the deregistered UMNO. Without these
amendments, it is believed. it would have been
problematic for UMNO Bam to acquire these assets.
Just like the recent Constitutional Amendment Bill, the
amendments to the Societies Act was clearly meant to
enhance and safeguard self-serving party interests. It is
an act of immorality, which throws ethics to the winds in
order to preserve and protect the selfiSh interests of
UMNOBaru.
This is a flagrant abuse of the parliamentary process.
Parliament's concern and function should be to serve the
interests of the nation and not be made use of for partisan
pwposes.
It is a pity that more and more parliament is being
perceived by a large spectrwn of the nation as being
subservient to the executive. And the recent happenings
in parliament, instead of dispelling this perception. only
seem to confirm it
In this respect the newspapers should be roundly condemned for not covering the debate extensively and also
for not carrying articles analysing the effects of and
motives for the amendments. They have failed misembly
in living up to their code, that is keeping the people

informed. They seem to have played their role as if by
design and have kept the people uninformed and uninvolved.
Newspapers, radio and television should undertake to
give as much publicity as possible. Special commentators
and analysts should have discussed the Bill. Public
opinion p:>lls should have been conducted to present the
views of the man-in-the-street.
It is in this way that a participatory democracy could
evolve and can be encouraged.

For this to come about, the government must effectively
and consciously play its part. It must be honest with the
people and make public a1J Bills intended for parliament
well in advance and not spring a surprise at the last
minute, as it is wont to do.
Aliran had proposed on 2 March 1984 that "alJ ordinary
Bills, ~heduled to be presented at a particular parliamentary session should be made public 3 weeks before the
commencement of that session. Constitutional Bills,
which carry much more significance, should be made
public 6 weeks before the session begins". We reaffinn
this position.

It is our prayer, that the Barisan govenunent will not only
act democratically in the future but hopefuJly it will also
be seen to be acting democratically.

PRamokrlshnan
ExcoMember
18August 1993

