


A 'Concern' Which Kills 

Statements of concern, 
especially after a tragedy, 
are common pronoun~ 
ments but do they ensure 
that similar tragedies will 
be averted in the future? 
Can we expect yet more 
platitudes without action, 
yet more laws without 
enforcement, asks FAN 
YEWTENG. 

M
al aysians would still 
remember that the deadly 
explosions at the Bright 

Sparldcrs factory in Sungei Buloh 
took ploce in the afternoon of 7 May 
this year. The large nwnber of people 
killed, the number of people serious
ly maimed and in jured. the number of 
houses destroyed or damaged, and 
the extent the immediate environ
ment was devastated are still honifi
cally etched in our collective 
memory. 

In the aftermath of this terrible 
tragedy, during which there was a 
welter of daily official claims, 
denials, contradictions and even 
pleas of ignorance, it is a short, 
crisp statement by the Minister of 
Human Resources which perhaps 
deserves careful pondering by all of 
us who are stiiJ lucky to be alive. It 
was good and proper that Datuk 
Lim Ah Lek visited the seriously 
injured at the Kuala Lumpur 
General Hospital the very same 
night When interviewed by a TV 
reporter, the Minister said, "We are 
very concerned about this." For a 
few seconds at l~t. a lot of 
Malaysians must have been reas
sured that the government still had 
concern about their safety in their 
daily workjng and non-working 

Kuala Lumpur: Kilang mer
cun Bright Sparklers dl 
Sungai Buloh yang meletup 
baru-baru lni, bukanlah kilahg 
haram seperti yang didakwa 
oleh Menter! Besar Selangor, 
Tan Sri MuhammadMohdTal» 
dalam media massa, 
berikutan tragedl di kilang 
itu. 

Majalah 'Malaysia Trade 
News' 81. 2189 yang ditet
bitkan oleh Pusat Dagangaan 
dan Eksport Malaysia, 
dl bawah Kementerian 
Perdagangan dan Perlndus
lrian, menyebutkan bahawa 
kilang Bright Sparklers Sdn. 
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Bhd. Ieiah ditubuhkan sejak 
19731agi dan terlibat dengan 
pengeluaran bahan letupan 
dan bunga api, sejak mula ia 
beroperasl Majalah tersebut 
menjelaskan bahawa long 
Tat Heng, adalah seorang 
yang banyak memainkan 
peranan penting ke a~ah 
memantapkan lagi perkem
bangan dan kemajuan dl 
klang tersebuL 

Majalah ltu turut menyiar
kan Kilang Bright Sparklers 
itu menghuilcan sebahagian 
besar pengeluarannya untuk 
dieksport ke Britain dan 
Eropah. 
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lives. Ours must indeed be a 
'Caring Society'. 

Comforting Assurance? 
But are ministerial statements 

of 'concern', which are glib and 
thetef<re momentarily comforting, 
enough of an assurance? Do 'very 
concerned' ministers help to ensure 
public safety in our workplaces, in 
our schools, on our roads, at our 
ferry tenninals, in the food we eat, 
in the TV advertisements that im
pose themselves on us, and in the 
very air we breathe? 

Whether flrew<rts factories in 

the country were licensed or not, 
the authorities at all levels cannot 
pretend that they did not know of 
their existence. For instance, the 
No. 2189 issue of Malaysian Trade 
News, published by the Internation
al Trade Division of the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry, carried a large 
coloured advertisement of Bright 
Sparklers Sdn Bhd. The March 
1991 issue of Suara PACSU, the 
official organ of the Police Ad
ministrative and Civilian Staff 
Union, carried a half-page adver
tisement of Bright Sparklers Sdn 
Bhd in black and white on page 33; 
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on page 26 it carried a half-page 
advertisement of the Matan Maju 
Fireworks Sdn Bhd in colours. This 
is a publication that is read by many 
people working in the Police 
Department, from the Inspector 
General of Police to the humble 
clerk. 

Amply Forewarned 
Actually, a tragedy on the scale 

of Sungei Buloh was amply 
forewarned as recently as the 
beginning of this year. On 12 
January 1991, about 100 workers 
had a lucky escape when fire broke 
out at the Malan Maju Fireworks 
factory in Batu Arang. The New 
Sunday Times , which carried the 
story the following day on the top 
of its front page, reported, "Pan
demonium broke out among 100 
workers when flames engulfed part 
of a factory manufacturing 
ftreworks in Batu Arang, about 35 
km from here ... " The report added, 
"In their haste to escape from the 
blazing building, several workers 
stumbled and injured themselves. 
Two explosions were heard when 
flames engulfed several boxes of 
fireworks. It is learnt that a woman 
worker suffered bums on her back 
when the frreworks exploded. She 
was sent to the district hospital for 
treatment." 

After this incident, did the "very 
concerned" authorities make im
mediate checks on Matan Maju, 
Bright Sparklers just some miles 
away and all other fireworks fac
tories throughout the country? Did 
the "very concerned" Minister of 
Human Resources immediately in
struct the Factories and Machinery 
Department of his Ministry to act? 
If not, why not? If so, what were the 
findings and recommendations? 

Talking about the Sungei Buloh 
tragedy, MrS K Sivanandan, the 
Chainnan of the Red Crescent's 
Disaster Relief Committee for the 
tragedy, said (as reported in The 
Malay Mail, May 9, 1991), "I have 
never seen such carnage, destruc
tion and death as bad as this." He 



has been involved in disaster relief 
for 23 years. Could not this terrible 
tragedy have been avoided had the 
authorities carried out their work 
stringently, beyond mere expres
sions of 'concern'? 

One day after the Sungei Buloh 
tragedy, the Ministry of Human 
Resources announced that a new 
Act to provide more "anns and 
muscle" to the Ministry to 
prosecute errant factories would be 
tabled in Parliament soon. Isn't this 
announcement in part a confession 
of failure on the part of the Minis
try? Why did the Ministry have to 
wait for a tragedy of the magnitude 
of Sungei Buloh to do this? And in 

any event, how can a new law en
sure better safety for workers if the 
Ministry does not have enough per
sonnel to enforce it? 

On22November 1990, Vincent 
Koh Yong Peng, 19, was killed by 
a falling dumb-waiter while work
ing at the Swensen's Restaurant 
lcecream, at Damansara Jaya in 
Petaling Jaya. Minister of Human 
Resources Datuk Lim Ah Lek 
visited the place with Harminder 
Singh, the Acting Director-Geneml 
of the Factories and Machinery 
Department. What happened? Is 
the proprietor being prosecuted? 
Were they aware that a similar inci
dent took place at the same res-

taurant two years ago? Luckily, at 
the time, the worker was saved by 
a colleague, as reported in the Sin 
Chew lit Poh of 24 November, 
1990. After the Swensen's tragedy, 
did the Ministry check on dumb
waiters in thousands of restaurants 
throughout the country? Are they, 
in any event, being checked 
regularly? 

Highest Number of Accidents 
According to a recent M11JC 

report, Malaysia has one of the 
highest number of accidents a year. 
Nine industrial accidents occur 
every hour. And there are only 10 
doctors trained to diagnose and 

Horror at Bright Sparklers: Malaysia has one of the highest numbers of industrial accidents in the world. 
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treat industrial accidents, of which 
two are in the private sector. Ac
cording to a paper prepared by the 
Consumers Association of Penang 
and Sahabat A1am Malaysia, the 
number of reported industrial acci
dents increased from 61,939 in 
1980to 107,479 in 1989.Morethan 
500 people are killed in industrial 
accidents each year. 

We claim to be a 'Caring 
Society'. But on 31 July 1988, 31 
people and over 400 others were 
killed and injured respectively 
when the Butterworth jetty terminal 
collapsed. On 22 September 1989, 
a ftre at a religious school in Padang 
Lumat. Kedah killed 27 students. A 
number of people died eating nood
les·in different parts of Perak not 
too long ago. Every year, more than 
3,000 people are killed on our 
roads, with many more injured. 

Our television channels daily 
carry advertisements warning 
about the danger of speeding on the 
roads minutes before or after adver
tisements and so-called sports 
programmes which glorify speed. 
Feature ftlms glorify car chases and 
violence for hours on end every 
day. The same television channels 
carry advertisements by cigarette 
companies masquerading as travel 

Ceiling All AM 
Subscribers ... 

Pleue 1111e your reCeteace 
DUIIlber (clrtlcd as showo hen) 
whenever you renew your su~ 
ICription or change your address! 

Your cooperation is much ap
precialcd as this will speed up die 
renewal and locating process. 

-Ecltor 

agencies minutes after or before the 
Ministry of Health's warning about 
the dangers of smoking. How "very 
concerned" are they? 

The Asian Rare Earth factory 
near Bukit Merah New Village in 
Perak continues to dump radioac
tive waste into nearby rivers and 
streams. A sign posted over the 
front gate of the "temporary" 
storage facility, where much of the 
waste is kept, reads: "Safety Is Our 
Concern". All this while there is a 
high incidence of leukemia-related 
disorders among children in the 
area. Are the authorities not "very 
concerned"? 

Nature's Revenge 
Our forests are cut and our hills 

are levelled to such an extent that 
Nature is now having its revenge 
upon us. The Malacca water 
shortage crisis and the recent flood
ing in many states are evidence of 
this. In this 'Caring Society' of 
ours, even children's playgrounds 
are not spared; they are turned into 
golf courses or sites for con
dominiums. Look at the 
playgrounds in Sentul, Taman Tun 
Dr Ismail, the green belt at Bukit 
Gasing in Petaling Jaya, Penang 
Hill and Langkawi. And, now look 

RA"ANA THAN SIOKU 
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at Pulau Redang. What does this 
self-proclaimed 'Caring Society' 
really care about? Money or en
virorunental safety? Is the Ministry 
of Environment "very concerned"? 

We have just been told that the 
ammunition dump of a military 
camp in Malacca is structurally un
sound. We have also just been told 
that Pulau Ketam is a floating flfC 
trap with the 20,000 residents there 
having little chance of escape in a 
major blaze. (New Straits Times, 
June21,1991). We have known for 
a long time by now that most of our 
streets are littered with garbage and 
that most public toilets throughout 
the country stink. Who among the 
authorities are "very concerned"? 
Can we expect yet more platitudes 
without action, yet more laws 
without enforcement? In our 
'Caring Society', who cares about 
a mere concern which kills? Or are 
we waiting for another big tragedy 
to show how caring we are? 

Finally. we should perhaps 
remind ourselves that accidents do 
not just happen; they are caused. By 
negligence, by folly, by greed, by 
corruption, by taking things for 
granted.+ 
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~ Consumerism 

For Only a Select Few 

nA lifestyle so 
leisurely and so 
gracious that, 

thankfully it can be 
enjoyed by only a 

select few." 
From llli broclxJill atdvertisilg the Sultan AbdJI Aziz Shah 
Golf Clw in Selangor 

J
ust as public opinion in Japan is 
twning against golf COW'Se con
struction, more and more land 

in Southeast Asia is being swallowed 
up by new golf resorts. Where 
families once worked on their 
ricefields, tourists and local elites 
now lee off from dawn until late at 
night Water that irrigated crops is 
now diverted to keep the golf courses 
green. 

The implications of such resorts 
for rural communities and the en
vironment are very serious. Since 
the best natural sites are favoured, 
areas by the sea, near forests and on 
hills have become targets. 

Country Club Concept 
As the above quote illustrates, 

these clubs try to incorporate golf 
and resort living into a country club 
concept, selling the idea of an ex
clusive, luxurious lifestyle. 
Tourism centered around golfmg 
holidays is gaining popularity. The 
ownership of homes in the resort 
area for the "select few" is also 

increasing. Due to this concept of 
building resort condominiums in 
conjunction with these clubs, even 
larger areas are absorbed by these 
projects. 

Construction of resorts in prime 
areas of natural beauty requires the 
cutting down of forests, the levell
ing of slopes and the construction 
of artificial landscapes. In the is
land of Penang, Malaysia, for ex
ample, a plan to develop Penang 
Hill into an international resort is 
facing tremendous opposition from 
environmental groups and the 
public. The hills arc critical catch
ment areas supplying almost half 
the water needs of the island. The 
project will tum the ridge of hills 
and their steep slopes into a com
plex golf courses, hotels, con
dominiums, a retirement village for 
Japanese, houses, restnumnts, 
theatres, karaoke lounges. discos, 
shopping malls, and theme parks. 
Soil erosion, landslides, and flood
ing downstream are expected to 
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by Chee Yoke Ung 

occur if this project is implemented. 

Environmental Problems 
Further environmental 

problems also occur in the actual 
construction of the golf course. 
Special types of grass are used for 
the greens, and this requires clear
ing existing vegetation leading to 
soil erosion. Heavy use of chemical 
fertJl!zers follow:s, a:s well as the 
extensive use of pesticides and 
wecdkillers. 

Furthermore, huge areas of land 
arc monopolized for the benefit of 
a few wealthy patrons, and public 
access to beaches. hills and parks is 
cut off. In many cases, as is happen
ing in Thailand where there will be 
an estlfllated 600 golf courses 
within ten years, thousands of 
farmers arc driven from their lands 
to give way to golf resorts. National 
development priorities are distorted 
in favour of the-rich rather than to 
meet the housing and land needs of 
the majorit) who are poor. 

Some officials from the irriga-



lion authorities arc also beginning 
to be concerned over the loss of 
water for agriculture. Environmen
tal groups and farmers threatened 
by new golf construction projects 
are therefore mounting a national 
protest in Thailand. 

200 Golf Courses 
Malaysia is fast JOlrung the 

ranks of countries boasting bur
geoning nwnbers of new golf 
resorts. 'Riore are currently about 
75 golf courses in Malaysia. By the 
year 2000, there will be 200, and 
more are being planned. In the 
1950s and 60s, golf was the domain 
of members of the local royal 
families and a small elite. Today, 
with the economic boom enjoyed 
by the country. there is a larger 
class of professionals and business 
persons for whom membership in a 
golf club is a sign of status and 
privilege. 

The growth of tourism and an 
increasing expatriate community 
brought in by foreign investments 
in Malaysia have also contributed 
to the mushrooming of golf resorts 
all over the country. Membership in 
these clubs is more than recreation: 
it is a sign of prestige and gives 
access to networks of contacts in 
the world of business and politics. 

Despite the growth of local in
terest. foreigners remain a major 
target of these resorts. Malaysian 
golf clubs are among the cheapest 
in the region. TheJapaneseare well 
known to be almost obsessive over 
the game. and membership in golf 
clubs is, as a result, absurdly expen
sive, costing more than 
US$100,000 at some Tokyo clubs. 
Memberships in Malaysia range 
from US$10,000 to US$30,000. 
making it cheaper for the Japanese 
golfer to fly to Malaysia to stay and 
golf in one of these resorts, than to 
be a member of a club in Japan! 

25% of the members of the 
Templar Park Country Golf Club 
are Japanese, for example. Another 
club, the Rahman Putra Golf Club, 
has 30% foreign members. again 

mostly Japanese. 

Luxury Housing 
The growth of an expatriate 

community and golf holidays has 
encouraged the building of luxury 
housing around golf clubs. The 
Serendah Golf Resort in the state of 
Selangor is an example. This resort 
covers 250 hectares and, when 
completed in 1996, will have about 
1800 condominium units and 300 
bungalows. So far, 61 bungalows 
and· 387 condominium units have 
been sold. 40% were bought by for
eigners, most of them from Japan, 
Singapore and Hong Kong. 

The problems associated with 
golf resort development are already 
serious in Japan. The growing 
public protest is focusing on en
vironmental pollution caused by 
golf course conslruCtion as well as 
other problems such as the poison
ing of caddies by chemical pes
ticides sprayed on the greens. The 
resort concept is also being attack
ed in Japan. However, despite the 
protest in Japan, these projects are 
being exported to other parts of the 
world, especially Southeast Asia 
Japanese golf course designers, 
resort developers and financiers are 
thriving outside Japan. 

The first Malaysian golf and 
country club which involves 
Japanese investment was designed 
by Sato Ken taro. and supervised by 
Jumbo Ozaki, both of whom are 
Japanese professional golfers. The 
cost of this club, the Templar Park 
Country Club, is about US$ 13.3 
million. It is reported that Ozaki 
was paid US$4.5 million to lend his 
name to the 18-hole course. The 
developer is the Kyowa Kanko 
Kaihatsu, a wholly-owned sub
sidiary of the Kyowa Company of 
Japan. Individual membership 
which started at about US$13,300 
is now US$22,200. 

The Club occupies about 80 
hectares of government land, on the 
fringe of a 6400-hectare nature park 
protected since 1955. When mem
bership was opened in mid-1990. 
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about 30% of the applicants were 
Japanese, and another 10% were 
Singaporeans. 

Female Caddies 
The ftrst nine holes will be open 

for night play at the end of the year. 
The lighting system alooe costs 
about US$ 1 million. The Club also 
boasts of the fact that it is the first 
golf course in Malaysia with female 
caddies. This is supposed to be an 
emulation of the Japanese ex
perience in which, "apart from 
giving golfmg advice while on the 
green, the lady caddies are also 
trained in the fmer arts of eti
quette," according to an article in 
the magazine Malaysian Business. 
The ftrst group of female caddies 
are expected to be sent to Japan for 
training in June 1991. What is 
meant by "the fmer arts of eti
quette" is not explained. 

This Club is also part of a much 
bigger resort plan which includes 
another golf course. facilities for 
equestrian and water sports, indoor 
and outdoor games, a hotel, apart
ments, chalets, camping grounds, a 
commercial area. restaurants and a 
parking area 

The StarhiU Golf and Country 
Club, meanwhile, which costs 
US$72.2 million. is another joint 
project, between Hoshigaoka Bus
san Co. Ltd. of Japan and Kejora 
Management Services of I ohore in 
Malaysia. 

Work on the J 82 hectares resort 
began in October 1990, with Mitsui 
Construction Co. of Japan as the 
main contractor. In addition to the 
golf course, there will be a 180-
room hotel and a club house with 
facilities including sports, jacuzzi, 
swimming pool, surf pool, a 
karaoke lounge, as well as 
luxurious condominiwns and bun
galows.+ 

AMPO Japan-Asia QIUlrterly 
Review Vol. 22 No.4. 
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SHORT-SIGHTED VISION 

Dr Mahathir recently called on the 
civil service to Jractise "service 

with a smile". This is long overdue. At the 
same time Mahathir should adopt 
"service with a serious look". He knows 
better that the success of his ''Vision 
2020" depends a great deal on the public 
and pl"ivate sector. 

Privatization is a right step towards 
"Vision 2020" but much caution and 
care should be taken to ensure a well
balanced, multi-ethnic ownership of 
equity. Any imbalances will be difficult 
to remedy later. Shares must be sold to 
citizens on the basis of need. 

For years, certain important depart-

How about some MIC vision tor 
starters, Samy? 

~. 

ments in the civil service have been 
providing service with arrogance, for
getting that citizens have the right to be 
served without having to beg for such 
service. 

Acknowledging in Parliament that 
the civil service is imbalanced is not 
enough. A more realistic and meaning
ful solution should be implemented 
now. Care should be taken to ensure that 
this imbalance is checked at all levels 
and not limited to certain sectors only. 

A certain minister recently hjt out in 
the press that the Prime Minister has 
been critici7.ed more often than Jraised. 
This minister should realize that almost 
all criticisms were done in a healthy 
manner by certain caring citizens who 
have placed the country before self. The 
more the PM goes about his business, 
the more he is bound to be questioned, 
as people become more aware of their 
basic -rights, more conscious of their 
surroundings and more aware of their 
rights as voters. 

The .MCA is now championing 
"Vision 2020". We hope to see some 
positive changes soon, especially in 
trade. The MCA can start the ball rolling 
by involving ethnic Malays and Indians 
in the retail trade. 

The MCA should also give more 
room for the National Language. For 
ex~ple, many restaurants use the 
word halal but the menu.and bills are 
still in Chinese . 

The Indian Malaysians, on the other 
hand, should work hard. The MIC chief 
can start by shutting his gap and getting 
down to some honest work by first in
stilling and practising democracy in his 
party. 

The MlC should talce full blame for 
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the miserable 1% ownership of equity 
by the community. The entire MIC 
needs to pull up its soclcs, if "Vision 
2020" is to have meaning for them. Its 
leaders and branch Chairmen seem 
more interested in playing politics. The 
Indian language media is manipulated 
to ensure the survival of politicians . 
Most of the media is owned by top MIC 
politicians and run by their wives who 
look after their own needs rather than 
the commuruty's. Since the last 
presidential election, the middle and 
upper classes of the community have 
been very discontented with the MIC. 
Let there be a vision for the MIC itself 
first. 

Karuppan Johor 
JOHORBARU 

FREEDOM TO OPPOSE A 
DIVINE GIFT 

Suppressive measures have ~en 
taken by the government agarnst 

opposition parties with the objective of 
weakening their role and rendering them 
ineffective. 

God, the Beneficent, the Merciful, 
blessed manlcjnd with complete 
freedom to oppose because there is al
ways diversity of thought. The degree 
of intellectual capacity varies and there
fore, Man has to acknowledge the fact 
that differences do exist amongst men. 
These differences should be regarded as 
a gift of immeasurable value. Other
wise, the world would remain crude and 
incapable of growth and developmenL 

The services of the opposition is 
absolutely necessary in order to check 
the growth of superficial activities and 
to divert the flow of wealth to more 
worthy causes so as to bring about a 
more harmonious society. 

PakAuat 
KUALA LUMPUR 

UMNO BARU'S DOUBLE 
STANDARDS IN SARAWAK 

The Malaysian political system is 
unique in the sense that political 

parties here do not fight on a platform of 
what they can offer for the people 
irrespective of ethnicity and religion. 
Instead, parties are often loolcing for 



A Dayak Chief Minister from Sarawak's biggest ethnic community? 

monetary gain as well as seeking 
domination over other ethnic groups in 
the fields of economics, politics and 
culture. 

Well, the one who pretends to dis
like ethnic politics is actually the one 
who practises it The culprits are none 
other than UMNO Baru's top 
politicians. They tell the Malay masses 
that voting for other political parties, 
especially the DAP would mean that a 
Chinese Malaysian would become the 
Prime Minister. 

Everyone knows that the Malays 
are the largest community in West 
Malaysia and that UMNO Baru will 
inevitably emerge as the ruling party. 

In Sarawak, everybody knows that 
the Dayaks form the largest ethnic 
group. Using the same principle, a 
Dayak should be the Chief Minister. 
But in collaboration with PBB (a Mus
lim-based party in Sarawak), UMNO 
Baru tells another story to the Dayaks. 
In this case, it is all right for them to vote 
for the PBB and have a Muslim Chief 
Minister. They tell the Dayaks not to 
think along ethnic lines and claim that 
only the PBB can bring development. 
You can clearly see the double stand
ards practised by UMNO Baru 
politicians, telling one story to their 
members and telling another story to 
the others. 

They also woo the ethnic Chinese
based party (SUPP) by offering them 

material concession in return for politi
cal support. RlM (controlled by 
UMNO Baru), is showing more 
ChiJlese language TV programmes to 
please the ethnic Chinese especially in 
Sarawakk, to discourage them from 
voting for the PBDS (in the same way 
the ethnic Chinese voted for the PBS in 
Sabah). But I think the Chinese com
munity which previously supported the 
SUPP and SNAP are only fooling them
selves in the long run. Why? Because 
they are only denying more political 
autonomy for their state. Isn't it better 
to have a separate TV station and 
university for the state? With a separate 
station, other religious programmes can 
also be broadcast The majority of the 
indigenous and Chinese communities 
in Sarawak are Christian. 

It looks like one minority ethnic 
group is trying to dominate the others, 
another is fighting for survival while 
the third is seeking short-term material 
benefits. 

llari Krishnan 
KUANTAN 

SMOKERS' PARADISE 

With the government 
implementing new laws to 

curb smoking in public pi ares, I wonder 
what our City Council is doing about our 
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local cinema.-.? 
Recently, I went for one of the best 

movies in town. To my annoyance, the 
whole cinema was covered with smoke. 
Smokers puffing away their cigarettes 
like nobody's business. I was forced to 
view the whole movie with constant 
coughing and irritated eyes. 

Formerly, I used to see enforcement 
officers around but now I feel they are 
more interested in keeping the town 
clean. 

So, non-smokers, beware, you 
don't have any rights. Think twice 
before you patronise our cinemas. It's 
hell in there. 

Non..Smoke~ 

PULAU PINANG 

ITS TIME TO GO, SAMY! 

I refer to the Second Outline 
Perspective Plan. It is indeed 

shocking to note that Indians who 
constitute approximately 10% of the 
population held only about 1% of the 
ownership of share capital (at par value) 
of limited companies in 1990. It would 
not be wrong, based on recent press 
reports and findings, to m~ntain that 
further to the above fact, many Indians are 
living below the poverty line of $370 per 
month, especially in the estates. 

I am certain that Samy Vellu is 
aware of the above Indian predicament 
but what is he doing about it, being the 
official political leader of the Malaysian 
Indians? The problem lies in the fact 
that Samy Vellu has always been a "Yes 
man" to the Prime Minister and UMNO 
for too long. Hence faced with such a 
real serious dilemma encompassing the 
Indian community, he portrays himself 
like a hero (just as in the Tamil movies, 
though an insincere one) by being ag
gressive yet giving fme-tuned emotion
al speeches to win the hearts of the 
Indians. Shouldn't Samy Vellu be more 
"AGGRESSIVE" to the government 
instead, in the demand for a fairer share 
of the economic cake for the Indians? Is 
Samy Vellu waiting for some disaster 
before he acts? · 

Many Indians, including myself, 
held Samy Vellu in high esteem in the 
80's for his courageous efforts. How
ever, judging from our government's 
promising 2020 Vision, Samy doesn't 
have the flair and vision of the new 
breed of leaders who can motivate the 



Indians to achieve their shue of 
development and progress in the 90's. 

Samy, you have seen better days 
and you are still singing the same old 
tunes of yesteryears. It would be wiser 
if you spend time on your several (direct 
or indirectly controlled) business inter
ests and groom some younger dynamic 
talent to match the high expectations of 
the new breed of Indians and the chal
lenging economic and political 
demands of the 90's. Please face the 
truth and accept the growing unhappi
ness within the Indian community. 
Otherwise .. : your arrogance and pride 
will hurt you even more eventually! 

HS. 
TAM PIN 

UNITY BY 2020: WORK 
BEGINS NOW 

Ever since independence, 
Malaysinns have witnessed mnny 

political changes. In the fifties, it could be 
said that Malayans were not yet polillcally 
mature. But then there existed the late 
Onn Jaafar who, with his great 
far-sightedness attempted to defuse 
communal politics by proposing the 
deletion of the ethnic name in UMNO in 
order to allow Malayans of any ethnic 
origin to become members. His efforts 
then were not appreciated Many just 
wonder how peaceful or united this nation 
might have been if he had been successful 
then. 

But we are now more advanced. 
While the Merdelca mission delegation 
bad to take a slow boat to England, 
Malaysians can now jet their way there. 
In this modern era. and with much 
political experience, there is every 
likelihood that in another three decades 
• in the year 2020 - a truly united 
Malaysian society may come about. 
But thirty years in the life of a nation is 
short, therefore our efforts must start 
now. There must be a spirit of 
camaraderie. 

Delete all references to ethnicity 
from all official documents so that all 
those born in this nation will be simply 
referred to as Malaysians. A civics sul>
ject encompassing solidarity towards a 
united society should be taught in all 
schools. By the time our future leaders 
enter the political arena they would be 
proud of their national identity besides 

being fluent in the national language. 
Henceforth,all applications from 

organizations with ethnic names should 
be rejected. The authorities should en
courage the formation of youth or
ganizations with multi~thnic 

membership. Existing ethnic-based or
ganizations should, on their part, take 
steps to delete references to ethnicity. 

Citizens, by themselves, are peace
loving. The main culprits in bringing 
about ethnic polarization are certain 
politicians who thrive on rommunal is
sues in order to remain in power. As 
long as such politicians are in our midst, 
the march towards national solidarity 
will be hindered. 

However, the government, on its 
part, should plant the seed of national 
unity right now to allow it to germinate. 
Let history not blame the present 
leadership for national discord in the 
years to come. 

KTOng 
PENANG 

CARING SOCIETY: WHAT 
NEEDS TO BE DONE 

T he Barisan government's plnn to 
build a caring society where 

sufficient protection and assistance are 
provided to the poor of all groups is 
laudable. But whal is a caring society? 
What are the principles that a government 
must uphold to build such a society? Here 
are a few points that should be addressed 
if this vision is to be realized 

• The government should reach out 
to people who need help instead of 
usin& communal and religious senll
ments to divide the people. In the 
recently concluded general election the 
Barisan manipulated communal and 
religious sentiments in order to secure 
victory. This is an unhealthy trend in 
our efforts to build a caring society. 

• The ISA should be abolished so 
that families of political dissidents will 
not have to suffer as a result of the cruel 
detention of their loved ones. 

• When dealing with corruption -
where often the victims are the poor -
the government should be f&rm and just 
instead of practisin& double standards. 
The BMF scandal, the videotape scan
dal and the corruption charges brought 
against the Sabah Chief Minister are 
some examples. 
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• An economic policy that doesn't 
address the real cau:;es of poverty but 
instead makes the rich richer is unlikely 
to bring about a caring society. The rich 
will be more interested in making 
profit, and it's unlikely that they will 
care for the poor and the helpless (e.g. 
the New Economic Policy and 
Mahathir's privatization policy). 

• An education system that edu
cates the younger generation on sul>
jects such as human rights (which are 
closely linked to values such as com
passion, justice and love and which 
transcend ethnicity and religion) should 
be the top priority of the goverrunent. 
These are the values that bring human 
beings together. They represent step
ping-stones towards a caring society. 

• The mainstream media should be 
given the freedom to debate on these 
points because the Press plays a crucial 
role in educahng Malaysian society. 

These are the steps the Government 
should take 1f 11 wants to develop a 
caring society. Otherwise, it will just 
turn out to be another empty slogan. 

Ronald Benjamin Joseph 
IPOH 

V. K. CHIN, ENOUGH IS 
ENOUGH 

V K Chin of The Star has done it 
again! He has unjustly and most unfair
ly attacked All the teachers of this 
country! As a writer in an outstanding 
daily he should be responsible and ac
countable in order to gain the respect 
and regard of his readers. In this 
country, one is seldom sued for giving 
wrong information or for consciously 
misleading the public at large through 
the press. But that defmitely does not 
give a writer the moral or legal right to 
defame others! 

Commenis or no comments, one 
who writes for others • especially for the 
public - should ALWAYS present the 
TRU1H as one believes it - only 
AFfER thorough study, careful obser
vations, extensive research and lots and 
lots of intelligent thought. The words 
used must be wise enough to stimulate 
further thought and healthy debate. 
They should hold the truth. They should 
be words of lasting wisdom. 

But V K Chin is one writer who has 



failed most miserably in all these areas! 
By reading his 'comments" on any

thing and evetything one cannot help 
but conclude that he is one who knows 
N01HING about anything, leave alone 
everything. 

His comments are shallow and too 
personal. His favourite targets for at
tack are the 1EACHERS. Having been 
tluough school myself, and having ex
perienced the ups and downs of school 
life, I can't help but feel that this guy 
must have bad some very nasty ex
periences with his teachers.! really feel 
that he actually HATES teachers! 

By asking around and enquiring 
from reliable sources, I have discovered 
that he is a "desk-writer", that is, one 
who writes only from his desk! And that 
means he must be writing from his past 
experiences and drawing from his own 
shallow thoughts! 

Why do I feel such anger at his 
attacks. when I am not a teacher 
myself! 

This is because I see the injustice 
done to this noble profession. I, for one 
would not be where I am today, if not 
for the wonderful, dedicated, patient 
and caring teachers I had. Further, I am 
pleased to leU you that both my children 
have teachers who are very fme human 
beings. My children are in normal local 
schools which have no fancy trim
mings. All a school needs is a well
chosen, serious. conscienllous and 
qualified headmaster and a team of 
good-natured human beings who know 
what is expected of them as teachers. or 
course, the parents need to play their 
role in the service of the school when
ever the need arises. 

Having mingled with so many 
teachers and being married to one 
makes me more qualified than V K Chin 
to comment on teachers. I have found 
teachers to be the most down-to-earth 
group of professionals I've ever met. 

Teachers deal with a wide cross
section of society. They associate very 
closely with children from many 
homes. They see the realities of life that 
are not so visible to other professionals. 
They share both the hardslup and the 
success of their charges. They know the 
problems and weaknesses of their stu
dents. There are teachers who go for
ward to help in whatever way they can, 
including taking problem kids into their 
homes for personal guidance and coun
selling at their own expense - just to 
make sure that the individual's future is 

secure. 
There are teachers I know who hand 

out donations to needy pupils. There are 
also those who spend hours of their own 
time tutoring weak pupils for free! 

All these ded1cated, selfless and 
wonderful teachers - my family and I 
salute them! 

Sad to say, like in all other profes
sions, there are the black sheep who 
never fail to stand out amongst the 
white ones. And then there are people 
like V K Chin who will always spot a 
tiny black dot on a large sheet of white 
paper. Unfortunately, in his job, he is in 
a position to enlarge this black dot to 
over-shadow the otherwise clean, while 
paper. Is this what a writer should do? 

Of course, teachers have their 
grouses and the black sheep are always 
the ones who complain the loudest. For 
years, teachers have been neglected. 

Why hasn't V K Chin come up with 
some solid, construcllve suggestions on 
how to improve our education system 
rather than always condemning the very 
tools of implementation? 

Let me humbly suggest that the 
status and pay of teachers be upgraded 
in line with their qualifications, aptitude 
and experience, to a level comparable 
to those in the private sector. This will 
attract a wid.:r group of capable career 
seekers. The selection of individuals for 
teacher-training should be done more 
rigidly and carefully so as to eliminate 
would-be black. sheep. 

Finally, may I remind V K Chin that 
teachers do NOT select themselves to 
be teachers. They are chosen by another 
body! 

Henry W H Cheng 
SUBANG 

BRING BACK ELECTED 
COUNCILS 

D ewan Ralcyat Speaker, Tan Sri 
Zahir Ism:ul was reported to have 

said that State Assemblymen should be 
allowed to initiate development plans 
instead of performing the duties of 
"Social Welfare workers". 

He is reported to have continued 
that "it was time that people changed 
their perception, so that the elected rep
resentatives could focus on more im
portant matters and issues concerning 
the country". In developed countries, 
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the people do not burden their State 
Assembly men with minor problems. 

While I sympathise with the prob
lem raised by Tan Sri Zahir, (and the 
frustration that this situation must cause 
the Stale Assemblymen who wish to 
concentrate their time on the more 
weighty problems of State), where does 
this leave the unfortunate voter? He will 
certainly get no assistance from the So
cial Welfare Department in overcoming 
the problems mentioned by Tan Sri 
Zahir such as lorry, taxi and logging 
permits. 

The comparison with developed 
countries is also inappropriate as in 
these countries, there is a third echelon 
of elected representation, at Municipal 
and Rural Council levels. It is at this 
level. that these so-called " trivial" mat
ters are usually sorted out 

I remember in the early years of 
independence, we did have elected 
councils, but these, for some reason or 
another, were discontinued. Perhaps, it 
was thought that neither the voters, nor 
the politicians at that time, had reached 
a sufficient level of political maturity. 

With the new "Vision 2020", I sug
gest that the time has now come to 
reinstate these elected councils, which 
could then deal with the problems of the 
public. 

This would mean that the voter 
would only have to trouble their State 
Assemblymen and Wakil Rakyat when 
they were unable to clear their problems 
at the lower level. 

In addition, such councils would 
serve as training ground for aspiring 
new politicians, who would learn to 
"cut their teeth" at the "village pump" 
level. In this way, the calibre of these 
representabves would be exposed and 
the public would be in a better position 
to judge them. 

This would discourage the dump
ing of candidates at stale and national 
level on an unsuspecting electorate. 

Saij Astrell 
KUANTAN 

THE DIRTIEST PLACE IN 
PRAI- TAMAN CHAILENG 

Prior to the by-election in Prai, the 
MPSP had sent a task force of its 

workers and scavanging lorries to Taman 
Chai Leng to clean the drains, repair the 



roads and to clear the ll'ea of refuse at the 
nw:ket area. 

On top of that. party workers from 
the Barisan and enforcement officers 
from MDSP were seen going from 
bouse to house telling people that if the 
Barisan wen to win the by-election the 
situation in Taman Chai Leng would 
change and all the work would be car
ried out by the MPSP workers, as 
promised to the voters. 

1he by-election was won by the 
Barisan and we are surprised that the~ 
is no change and the situation is the 
same, just as it was before the by-elec
tion . 

Residents 
CHAII.F.NG PARK, PRAI 

CHECKING THE DECUNE 
OF ENGUSH 

0 n 25th August, it was reported in 
Th~ Star that the Director

General of Education, Tan Sri Abdul 
Rahman Arshad had said that English 
Language graduates may be sent to teach 
in Jrim.y schools "to provide pupils with 
a good foundation in the English 
Language." In my opinion, such a 
suggestion is quite ridiculous and will 
result in a waste of money and human 
resowces.. 

I am sure many people who were 
educated in the Sixties and Seventies 
still remember those times, when even 
teachers with SC quwilications could 
teach not only English, but also other 
subjects right up to Form 5 level. Most 
of these teachers were not only well
versed in their respective subjects, but 
were also dedicated in their work and 
exemplary in their conduct. Now, if the 
Director-General is to be believed, it 
seems that a teacher wtth SPM or STPM 
qualification cannot even teach English 
Language at primary school level! I 
wonder if this is an admission of the 
failure of our school system or the poor 
quality of our teacher- training. What 
will happen then to the thousands of our 
teachers who are presently teaching 
English in primary schools throughout 
the country? Will they be "demoted" to 
teach in the kindergartens? Then per
haps by the same reasoning, only 
Masters degree holders should teach in 
secondary schools, and only PhD. 
holders would be qualified enough to 

Studenta Mlclom reed, write or 
converM in English. 

teach English in the colleges and 
universities. Where are we going to fmd 
so many M.A. and Ph.D. holders, I 
wonder? Perhaps we should go "hunt
ing" for more overseas specialists! The 
amount of money that we spend on 
them will be a real boost to the world 
economy! 

It is a fact that the standard of the 
English Language in most schools is 
quite low and leaves much to be 
desired. However, as anyone familiar 
with our schools will tell you, sending 
graduates to teach English in primary 
schools is not the solution to the prob
lem. In my opinion, the problem arises 
because of the following reasons: 

1. The attitude of students and their 
parents. Many students and their 
parents do not place any importance at 
aU in the English Language. This is 
especially true of Malay students in 
rural schools and Chinese students in 
the vernacular schools. These students 
do not bother to read, write, listen or 
spealc English outside of the few 
English Language lessons in the school 
timetable. As long as this negative at
titude is not corrected, any effort by the 
Education Ministry to improve the 
standard of English will be in vain. 

2. The reluctance of the Education 
Ministry to make it compulsory for stu
dents to pass English at the SRP and 
SPM levels. Without this condition, 
many students do not see the need or the 
urgency to master the English Lan
guage. H a pass in Mathematics can be 
made compulsory in the SRP, 1 do not 
see why a pass in English cannot be 
made compulsory at the SRP or even at 
the SPM level. 

3. The selection of teacher trainees. 
Many English Language teachers are 
themselves not proficient in the Ian-
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guage that they are supposed to teach. 
Thu is the result of the lax system of 
selection of the trainees. It is quite com
mon for someone with a C6 in SPM 
English Communication Syllabus to be 
selected as a trainee English teacher. Of 
course such a person cannot be ex
pected to have a good command of the 
language. Is it a wonder then that he/she 
will end up as an ineffective teacher? To 
say that there is a lack of suitably 
qualified candidates tS only a lame ex
cuse - rather, it is that candidates with 
poorer results are often selected over 
those with much better results. A 

)>CTUSal of some of the school 
magazines will convince one that there 
is cerainly no shortage of students who 
have excellent command of the lan
guage. 

4. Quality of English Language 
graduates. Not all English Language 
graduates are proficient in the lan
guage; some are not much better off 
than the SPM holders. A letter by a 
UUM student to TM Star on 26th 
August is testimony of that fact. It 
seems that even an overseas training is 
not a guarantee of quality. H such a 
graduate can be selected to teach in an 
institution of higher learning, there 
must be numerous others of similar 
quality in our schools. 

5. The failure of the vast majority 
of teachers to set a good example. Only 
a small percentage of present-day 
teachers can communicate in reasonab
ly good English. With so few teachers, 
senior assistants and even headmasters 
proficient in the language, is it a wonder 
that it is very difficult to persuade the 
students to learn the language? What 
about the oft-quoted slogan of"Leader
ship by Example"'? 

The above are just some of the 
points that readily come to mind; it is 
by no means an exhaustive list. I am 
sure that those experts in the Education 
Mmistry can come up with several 
more if they put their minds to it. How
ever, the big question is whether the 
government is willing to take the neces
sary steps to stop the rot. Without mean
ingful action, it is very doubtful 
whether "Vision 2020" will ever be 
realised. 

Not Convinced 
PENANG 



International Affairs 

Whither Yugoslavia? Will it 
Disintegrate? 

How was Yugoslavia 
formed and what are its 
present-day ailments? 
RAmM ABDUL KARIM 
provides some answers in 
this article. 

I
t was the trouble in the Balkans, 
culminating in the assassination 
at Sarajevo of Archduke Fer

dinand. heir to the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire, that immediately sparked off 
the Flrst World War. 1914 - 1918. 
The break-up of the Austro-Hun
garian and Ottoman Turkish Empires 
led to the formation of Yugoslavia in 
1918 from the mosaic of peoples that 
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inhabited the two empires in the 
Balkans. 

The name chosen for the new 
Kingdom, Yugoslavia. meant the 
'Land of the Southern Slavs • .It was 
a patchwork of Serbia and Mon
tenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Slovenia and Croatia. 

At the Treaty of Versailles, 
1919, the victorious AUied Powers 
who legitimised Yugoslavia were 
convinced that tiny states were not 
viable and possibly absurd. They 
lumped the smaller races together 
with the larger ones whether the 
peoples liked it or not (Forth~ pur
poses of comparison it is worth 
noting that at present there are 34 
independent nations with popula
tions of less than one million each.) 

The essential point about 
Yugoslavia was that its set-up was 

Yugoala¥1• 
Population: 22,427,585 
Approdnately 1 milion 
Yugoe&av citizens work 
abrOad, principaly 

A-'¥<11h2....,imollllonlan 

in Germany. -. ... -..,T--
~ .......... •cboto.,..._. 
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centred around Serbia. The Serbian 
leader, Nicolas Pashitch, was not 
much interested in the Slovenes or 
Croats. With the support of the 
monarchy he introduced a constitu
tion that enshrined Serbian domina
tion, a constitution that was adopted 
despite strong opposition from the 
other ethnic groups. 

It was no sutprise, therefore, 
that the politics of Yugoslavia 
before the Second World War was 
riddled with language and ethnic 
problems which immobilised the 
democratic system - a result of the 
proliferation of ethnic-based politi
cal parties and their internecine 
quarrels. There were religious an
tipathies between Christians and 
Muslims, Roman Catholics 
(Croats) and members of the Or
thodox Church (Serbs) and anti-

Jewish or anti-gypsy elements. 
Like the Gennans who wanted 
to unify the Gennan-speaking 
peoples on the basis of 
'Anshluss' there were also Pan
Siavists who wanted to unify 
the Slavs from the Balkans with 
the Soviet Union. 

JOSIP TJTO 
The advent of World War ll 

saw the emergence of Josip 
Tito, a Croat, who led his under
ground partisan forces to vic
tory with the help of the 
Western Allies and the Soviet 
Union. 

During the war the Hitlerite
fascist army in Croatia killed 
approximately half a million 
Serbs and Jews. as the post-war 
Nuremberg trials revealed. 
After the war the Serl>s 
retaliated and killed about 



Montenegrins 
06m 

100,000 Croatians, a large portion 
of whom included prisoners of war. 

The victorious Titoists 
abolished the monarchy and 
modelled the new system of 
government on the Soviet one. It 
confened on the six republics a 
measure of sovereignty. Real 
power, however, rested with the 
League of Communists. 

This new system's approval by 
Stalin formed one of the important 
discussion points between the 
Soviet leader and Djilas, Tito's top 
aide. Thefailure of the talks in 1948 
led to the break between Yugos
lavia and the Soviet Union. Ti.o, 
subsequently, became one of the 
early advocates of the Non-Aligned 
Movement. 

When Tito died in 1980 the sys
tem which had functioned largely 
because of his strong personality 
began to untangle. It became clear 
that the racial harmony, with oc
casional eruptions here and there, 
was rather superficial. Tito had left 
behind a legacy of seething 
animosity among the Serbs, 
Croatians and Slovenes. The 1974 
constitution which held the country 
together was bursting ut the seams. 

The post-Tito bunch of leaders 
went back to championing ethnic or 
sectional interests. The break-up of 
theW arsaw Pact system, following 
the wave of anti-Soviet demonstra
tions in Eastern Europe in 1989, 
and the ending of the Cold War 
shortly after, acted as further 
stimuli to these champions. The 

failure of Slobodan Milosevic, after 
his election as Serbian leader, to 
contain the more vociferous ele
ments of Serbian nationalism, was 
a big blow to Yugoslavian unity. 

THEDWISION 
Croatia is the trigger point to the 

current troubles. The situation there 
is more complicated because there 
is a civil war and a war of secession 
going on at the same time. Some 
Croatians would seek a com
promise with the Serbs at the ex
pense of Bosnia- Herzegovina. 

The Croatian President, Franjo 
Tudjman, had restored last year 
some of the fascist symbols of 
World War II and forced the local 
Serbian policemen to sign oaths of 
loyalty to Croatia. He had held 
secret talks with Serbia to carve up 
Bosnia-Herzegovina so that a part 
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of it would go to Croatia and 
another part to Serbia. The 
remainder, a small part, would be a 
Muslim buffer state between the 
two. 

The President of Bosnia-Her
zegovina, Alija lzetbegovic, 
replied: "The division of Bosnia
Herzegovina would lead directly to 
war." Why, it was asked. should the 
Muslims have to pay the price for 
maintaining peace between the 
Croats and Serbs? He appealed to 
the European Community and 
Turkey for help. These Muslims, it 
must be added, are not immigrants 
lil.:e those in Western Europe but 
indigenous and would fight hard to 
retain their lands. 

The ethnic Albanians in the 
province of Kosvo, fearing that the 
Serbs would launch pogrom moves 
against them, sought help from 



Bloodshed in Koeovo when ethnic AlbaniaM rioted to demand more MJtonomy 
from 1he s.rt.: UN in.....,.,tion wu not sought a Europe chose to keep the 
Bllcan conflict a regional problem. 

neighbouring Albania. In response, 
the Albanian army was put on alert. 
The fear of Serbian expansionism is 
areal one among the non-Slav com
munities of the Balkans. It was evi
dent after the way in which the 
federal army, Serbian dominated, 
had backed the minority Serbs in 
Croatia. The weU armed Serbs there 
fought hard to break away and form 
the "Republic of Krajina" or be
come part of a "Greater Serbia.,. 

SECESSIONIST 
DECLARATION 

The Republic of Slovenia, 
which is more Gennan-oriented, 
declared its independence, together 
withCroatia.onJune25,1991. The 
federal army moved against this 
secessionist declaration two days 
later from what appeared to be a 
pre-arranged plan. The Slovenes 
put up a much stronger resistance 
than expected. They hit back at the 
federal army with their territorial 
army, some 68,000 men armed with 
light weapons. The terrain was 
familiar to the Slovenes and the 
local population appeared to sup
port their territorial army. 

The legal mechanisms for this 
secession had been approved ear-

lier. Federal law was nullified in 
Slovenia and new institutions were 
set up. Slovenia, by far the most 
prosperous of the six republics, had 
long protested that its financial con
tributions to the federal economy 
were being squandered. The 
Slovenes had also admired the Ger
man 'economic miracle' and saw 
the 'communist: government in 
Belgrade as an anachronism. The 
opportunity for secession Game 
when the Yugoslav army's Com
mander-in-Chief under their collec
tive eight-member presidency (six 
republics and two now-abolished 
provinces) became inoperative on 
May 15, 1991, when Serbia block
ed the election of its chairman, 
Stipe Mesic, a Croat. 

Under the Yugoslav federal 
system the central government is 
weak and much of the power rests 
with the component units. The 
chairmanship of the eight-member 
presidency is under a rotating sys
tem. With the disintegration of 
Tito's League of Communists in 
February 1990, it released the 
republics from the centralized 
civilian network. 

Stipe Mesic was elected to the 
presidency only after a political 
compromise was worked out under 
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external pressure. The four com
promises reached with the 
European Community last July 
were tenuous ones. 

But they could be interpreted in 
different ways. For the top priority 
of the 35-nation Conference on 
Security and Cooperation, which 
includes the US and Canada, would 
be to work out a new continental 
security structure. 

ARMED FORCES 
The Yugoslav situation could 

threaten the new arrangements as it 
involves the future of the Yugoslav 
armed forces. If the civilian leaders 
manage to push the army back to 
the barracks it could lead to heavy 
desertions and it might even start to 
disintegrate. If the armed forces 
continue to act as they did earlier 
this year it risks getting embroiled 
in greater conflicts that could have, 
or lead to, disastrous consequences. 
The Austrian armed forces, for ex
ample, were put on alert when 
Yugoslavian pilots strayed into 
Austria during their anti-Slovenia 
operations. 

The Balkans proved to be the 
undoing of the Congress of Berlin, 
1885, when political changes there 
upset the balance of power in 
Europe. It is something that should 
make the present CSCE planners 
ponder carefully. Yugoslavia, it 
must be noted, would never again 
be what it was before the violence 
that erupted this year. What the 
CSCE planners may possibly want 
is an orderly break-up of the 
country and not a disorderly one. 

UN BY-PASSED 
The rest of the world, of course, 

was treated to the spectacle of how 
Europeans deal with their 
problems. First of all; they by
passed the United Nations. They · 
were against the world organization 
debating the Yugoslav situation be
cause the Security Council, it was 
thought, might recommend a 
peace-keeping force. 



The prospect of Asian or 
African soldiers patrolling 
Europeans is something they would 
rather avoid. While Iraq was seen 
as a world problem and not a 
regional one - to be dealt with by 
the Arabs themselves - the 
Europeans sought to exclude the 
rest of the world from the Balkan 
cauldron. 

They virtually did nothing 
when so many signs indicated that 
Yugoslavia was breaking up until 
the violence erupted this year. The 
speed with which events moved ap
pear to have caught them un
prepared. What are the reasons, or 
motives, for such indecision? 

The answer, it appears, lies in 
the charges that have been levelled 
against Germany. Le Monde, the 
French daily, for instance wrote: 
(July 4) "Bonn would not shed too 
many tears if the Yugoslav federa
tion failed to get over its present 
difficulties and collapsed." The 
Guardian of London (July 14) 
commented: "It has aroused fears , 
not least in Paris, that the newly 
united Germany is conducting a 
foreign policy of its own designed 
to secure economic benefits for it
self in the Balkans." The Yugoslav 
army newspaper, Narodna Armija, 
revealed in a recent article that Ger
man and Austrian intelligence ser
vices were assisting the 
secessionists in Slovenia and 
Croatia. "Germany has already 
begun itS impetuous ' unification 
march' towards the east and the 
south of the old continent", the 
paper declared. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl, said 
the German inass media, was 
snubbed by President George Bush 
at the London meeting of the Group 
of Seven Industrial Nations (G7) at 
which Soviet leader Mikhail Gor
bachev was asking for aid. And this 
changed attitude towards Germany 
was linked to the differing stand 
that Chancellor Kohl had taken on 
the questions of Iraq, Yogoslavia 
and the new defence system for 
Europe to replace the Nato alliance. 

Rush hour in Zagreb, the Croatian cepital: 
German deslgM in the Balkans di.concert 
Europe. 

COUNTER-WEIGHT 
President George Bush's posi

tive attitude towards Gorbachev, 
and Russian leader Yeltsin, was 
seen as an effort to develop the 
Soviet Union as a counter-weight to 
the economic muscle that Germany 
now wielded in Europe. It, also, 
provided the US with le\'erage over 
the breakaway republics of the 
Soviet Union. The break-up of 
Yugoslavia would have immediate 
repercussions in Czechoslovakia 
and possibly assist those forces in 
Germany working towards a Ger
man-Sovietalliance, something not 
to be welcomed by the US. 

The other reason lies in the links 
that Germany, with American help, 
built up with their supporters and 
sympathisers from the days of the 
Cold War. The extensive Gennan 
connections provide a good base 
for developing their economic ties 
in Eastern Europe. The decline of 
the Marxists there has also resulted 
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in the re-emergence of fas
cism, or crypto-fascism, as a 
political force once again 
playing on the heavy un
employment and economic 
difficulties. The situation is 
fraught with danger. 

SECESSION & THE 
FEDERAL SYSTEM 

The burning question that 
Yugoslavia poses is whether 
a state in a federal system has 
the right to secede from the 
union. 

The US Constitution, for 
instance, is silent on whether 
a state, once it joins the union, 
can secede but when the 
southern states adopted 
resolutions in 1861 to leave, 
the federal government dis
puted their right to do so. The 
US Supreme Court later 
adopted the stand that no state 
or group of states has the 
unilateral right to leave the 
union. 

The world community, it 
will be recalled, objected to the 
secessionist moves in the Congo 
(by Katanga Province) in the early 
sixties, Biafra from Nigeria and 
North Cyprus in the years after that. 
But in the case of Singapore seced
ing from Malaysia and the 
breakaway of Bangladesh from 
Pakistan, these moves were ac
cepted. This showed that, political
ly, a people constituted as a nation 
had the right to secede but that right 
must receive the blessings of its 
federal partner or partners as the 
case might be. The UN Charter is 
deficient on this point. The legal 
process for secessionists, it ap
pears, is paved with many hurdles. 
The case ofYugoslavia as it unfolds 
in the coming months bears close 
watching.+ 

•Rahim Abdul Karim is the 
author of a newly-published book 
on the Gulf War: "War-Dance of 
the Superpowers: The US-led War 
on Iraq". 



Heart to Heart 

My Other Family 

Y
estemay I called Uma She 
told me that molher was all 
right 

"It's been a year, hasn't it?" I 
asked. 

'Thirteen months," Uma 
replied. 

It was about this time, last year, 
that I had called to inquire how 
everybody was. I had just returned 
from my sabbatical. 

It was also Uma who had 
answered the phone. She told me 
that Mr Pillai had passed away the 
previous month. 

Many years have gone by since 
I spent time on the estate where Mr 
Pillai worked as a hospital assistant 

I had been a research assistant 
for one of the professors at USM in 
1972. Together with six other stu
dents, I spem five weeks on one of 
the estates in Kedah. 

Mr Pillai had been our key in
fonnant. He was a respected figure 
on the estate and he helped us a 
great deal with our data gathering. 

All of us were in touch with him 
throughout our stay. 

One day. I had fallen sick and 
stopped by at Mr Pillai's house. It 
was almost 2 prn. Mr Pillai had just 
finished his lunch. Mother (Mrs Pil
lai) was also there with two of their 
daughters, Kamala and Uma 

They quickly took me to their 
bedroom as they could see I was 
quite sick. 

Mother massaged my back and 
soon after I felt like throwing up. 

Mother asked Kamala to get her 
a plastic bag. Hardly had Kamala 
held the bag to my mouth, I 
vomitted. 

Kamala waited till I had 
fmiShed. Then she took the bag 
away only to return with a wet 
towel. 

Mother continued to rub my 
back and Kamala wiped my face 
with the towel. 

Mr Pillai who had been watch
ing with concern asked me to stay 
at their house till I got better. 

I must have slept from 2.30 pm 
till dusk. When I awoke I heard 
voices outside the room. 

My Malay foster family on the 
estate had come, for the second 
time, to see how I was after some
one informed them of what had 
happened. 

Pak Cik Ahmad, Mak Limah 
and their little sons and daughters . 
were worried about me. 

Mother entered the room and in 
her halting Bahasa Malaysia asked 
me if I was alright. Since I was still 
weak I spent the night at the PiUai • s. 
My Malay family, upon knowing 
that I would be all right, went home. 

As the years went by I had kept 
in touch with both families. When I 
left for further studies I was not so 
diligent about keeping up my con
tact with &hem. 

However, when I returned to 
Malaysia after completing my 
studies in 1975, I have visited the 
two families. 

Mr Pillai had retired and now 
lives with his family in town. Pak: 
Cik: Ahmad is still on the estate with 
his family. 

Before I left for my sabbatical 
in 1990 I had called Mr .Pillai's 
house. 

It was again Uma who picked 
up the phone. She told me that Mr 
Pillai had not been well and had to 
seek medical treatment in Penang. 
Once a month, on the last Thursday, 
he would come to Penang for a 
check-up. 

I made arrangements to meet 
the family at the medical centre on 
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their forthcoming visit. 
I arrived at the stipulated time. 
Mr Pillai had not changed much 

and either had his wife. I spotted 
them right away. 

Only Uma has grown from a 
little girl into a twenty-year-old 
woman. 

I hugged Mother who had 
coaxed me to "cik:it-cik:it mak:an" 
("eat a little") a long time ago when 
I was sick. She was so touched. I 
saw her wipe away the tears from 
her eyes. 

I shook Mr Pillai • s hand and we 
exchanged greetings and news 
before the nurse called his name. 

I had hoped to be able to take 
them all to lunch. Unfortunately, 
their son-in-law who had brought 
them to the medical centre had to 
leave immediately after the check
up. 

I then decided to go get some 
home-made bread from a nearby 
hospital so they could take it home 
with them. 

When I got back to the medical 
centre Mr Pillai had completed his 
check-up. They were waiting for 
me. 

I handed the freshly-baked 
bread to mother and gave her a final 
hug. 

I shook hands with Mr Pillai, 
Umaandherbrother-in-lawandbid 
them all a "so long." 

Last year, after returning from 
my sabbatical I called the family 
and was told that Mr Pillai had 
passed away. 

Yesterday it had been 13 
months. Uma said Mother suffered 
the most She missed Mr Pillai a 
great deal. 

Kamala had married and fol
lowed her husband. She comes 
home regularly to visit Mother. 



For me, the Pillai family will 
always have a special place in my 
heart. Words cannot express ade
quately the warmth and gratitude I 
felt for this family. I will always 

Apmheld. 
Most of us are not 
Q\lite certain 
Of how to pronounce it 
Conecdy. 
Or wbat it means. 
BJaedy. 

lt is not quite slavery, 
But it is not freedom. 
One has some rights, 
But is not treated 
Quite human. 
So they are not quite 
Human rights. 

Jt is outwardly. 
Tenaciously, political: 

cherish the memory of how caring 
each of them was to me even though 
we were from different ethnic back
grounds. 

Mr Pillai, may your soul rest in 

SOON 
by Inin1 Karchimllr 

A whole ~inority desperately 
Sqbjugating 
A blackinajority. 

Yet it is also 
Deeply racial. inbred. 
Oflong hiskxy, aod 
Worse than slavery, 
B«ause the tas&e is there. 
Of freedom. 
Almost. just out of~. 
Deftied. 

Leaving only the bitter hunger 
Of ftustmtion. Of civil war. 
Of revolution. 

Surely in our lifetime 
It must end. 
llte iajustice, the cruelty 
& 100public. 
Too ttanspateot. 

Soon. 
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peace. 
As for Mother, Uma and 

Kamala. I will continue to keep in 
touch . • 

HamimaDona 



Thinking 
allowed 

The former gcnernl managec of 
the Penang Water Aut'lOrity, the 
sort of man who knew how to spell 
the word "No!" when the occasion 
called for it, had specifiCally stated 
prior to his retirement that the 
fragile hill environment was not 
suitable for condos or othec big 
structures such as hotels. Let's hope 
that other government sesvants in 
the state have learnt some spelling 
from him otherwise the islandecs 
here will be spelling socially 
unpronounceable words when it 
rains, and also when it doesn't. 

FRIENDS OF 
PENANG HILL vs. 
FRIENDS IN HIGH 

PLACES 

T he Penang government, un
fazed by the water woes of our 

Malaccan brothers, appear deter
mined to tum Penang Hill into a 
commercial holiday playground. 
The second environmental impact 
assessment (EIA) report submitted 
by the developer (whose corporate 
credo seems to be: "We Have 
Friends In High Places") has been 
found, on close examination, to be 
even more massive and ambitious 
than the original ~ that they 
h.1d been asked k> scale down. 

The new proposal infringes on 
at least two vital water catchments 
and will involve even more built-up 
area, that is, hotels, condominiums, 
hostels, restaurants and chalets -
money- making machines all the 
way up to the top. Worse still, the 
architect of some of these big 
buildings has scant experience in 
hilland development and is said to 
be causing severe erosion and 

A water management expert 
recently warned that many 
Malaysian islands tend to 
experience low precipitation and 
prolonged dry spells. One of these 
islands is Langlc:awi where 
extensive development has resulted 

silting in another hillside project in reduced water-holding capacity,· 
north of Penang island. And that, meaning, the island is now highly 
say those living nearby, is a mere prone to floods. Islands smaller than 
anthill compared to Penang Hill. Langlc:awi such as Pulau Redang 

MEN IN J-JIG~ PLACES OVERLOOK MflNY TW/NCJS: 
(:)D 

•DAM4GED EC05Y5TEM•DL1ML1GED 
l?RIDGE5 • DLVV1L1GED I<O~D5 •PAMAGED 

T.4P5 • ~I<EOUEr1T Fl rnu • VEWIC~) • D.4ML1GED~ESrt DRY 
5TRL1 DED COMMU ~· W.45TED 
WO<Kir1G WOUQ5•EXPEfi51VE 
QEPLACEMEnT5 • Uri TOLD FRUS 
4TIOtl5 •_jUSTIFIED AriGER5• 
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and Penang island also cannot 
support large-scale development, 
he said. 

Penang island, by the way, is 
bigger than Pulau Redang but 
smaller than Langkawi. 
Incidentally, the mega projects 
taking place in Pulau Redang and 
soon in Penang Hill, boCh belong to 
the same developer with "friends in 
high places". 

• • • 
THE ART OF 

PROPAGANDA 

E ven the arty set has hopped 
onto the Vision 2020 

propaganda wagon. A group of ar
tists were recently corralled in 
Kuala Lumpur for an exhibition 
along the theme of Manifestasi 
Wawasan 2020 Inspirasi Artis. The 
PM's vision, which has been 

repeated on so many lips is now 
available on canvas. 

One particular piece, splotched 
with 2,020 flowers, fell short of 
sheer gimmick, an arty friend 
complained. It reminded him of the 
pota1o prints he used to enjoy as a 
child. But then, that is the 
wonderful thing about art- it can be 
anything and there are quite a 
number out there who would rather 
suffer a sore throat than admit that 
the object which everyone in the 
room is oohing and ahhing over 
does not quite fall in the art 
categ<X)'. 

Actually, what peeved this 
friend was that the completion of 
this particular piece of canvas 
involved the Minister of Culture 
andT~mDatoS~Chik 

painting on the last batch of flowers 
to make up the 2,020th blossom. 
And the Minister, he claimed, was 
no artist as far as he was concerned 
Meanwhile, the arty grapevine has 
it that the show was a sell~t. but it 

WI 
'H is not known whether that was in 
I 

1 

re~e~ence to the sale of the 
- pamtings. 

fRILfl DS LIKE · 
MlflE ... 
Who 

needs 

••• 
POOR LITTLE RICH 

BOY 

T he MIC president, flushed 
from the victory of his boys at 

the party general assembly, an-

ene i/"VII. eS ? nounced:"Inowalsohavetheman
r r ' dale to get the Indian community 

out of its socio-economic plight". 
Was he suggesting that he had pre-

~
,~//t. 'l./!f/1.~111, ~~:c:=~~::; 

\ \\\\illl//~~~'!J 1/f//;i~ wasitanadmissionthathehadbeen 

~~·~.1'~\\1~:/Qt~ffrll~'--% :ff::':r~~~~~ · \\ ~~\ \ WI,~,W;' ~~0'fi still abject living and conditions of 
'~~ 'Ill/~ ~ many Indians in the eslales. 
·' __ ..._,,\~ IJ;j{{ More curious though was 

- ~\ _ ~-=- 11~/f anotherdeclaralionthathewouldin 

fi /;1 ~--.=.-. 
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futmc need to be more careful of his 
friends than his enemies. In a tone 
pregnant with hidden meaning, he 
said: "I know the movements of my 
enemies, but not my friends". It 
seems he was affronted by the 
challenge put up by several party 
chaps including his one-time 
blue-eyed boy, DP. Vijandran (of 
the videotape fame), against his 
handpicked team for the 
vice-presidencies. His "friends" 
(now ex-friends) had gone against 
his wishes and that, according to his 
brand of democracy, was 
equivalent to betr'.tyal. 

Poor little rich boy! He has a 
fabulous house (that once caused 
some penniless visitors from an 
estate to think they had died and 
arrived in heaven), a super hairdo, 
designer clothes, silk hankies and 
real leather shoes, but ends up 
incapable of telling his friends from 
his enemies. 

••• 
HALL OF ROGUES 

The list of big names with egg
nests in the fraudulent Bank 

of Credit and Commerce (BCCI) 
grows longer by the day and may 
eventuaUy qualify for portraits in 
the Hall of Big-Tune Till- Dippers 
where Ferdinand :Marcos and his 
pathetic widow have places of 
honour. Among the big-bucks 
clients was former Bangladeshi 
president Hossain Mohammad Er
shad. One of Ershad's ex-wives 
claimed he took between US$200 
and US$300 million out of his 
poverty-striken counlry through the 
Dhaka branch ofBCCI. It seems no 
w<Xk, contract or sale could beef
fected in Bangladesh unless some
thing was paid to Ershad or his 
family. 

One begins to undersland now 
why politicians do not mind 



spending a small fortune to get 
elected. It is a paltry sum compared 
to what they couJd be collecting at 
the end of the day if they were made 
a Minister or more, not to mention 
positions on corporate boards after 
retiring from politics. It is thus very 
tempting for us to believe that there 
are Malaysian Ministers who stroll 
about with suitcases fuU of big 
ringgit notes to hand out during 
elections. After all, what is a 
suitcase fuU of money compared to 
million ringgit egg-nests in foreign 
banks? 

• • • 
MALAYSIAN 

SCORES A RRST 
A Malaysian national has won 
~e dubious distinction of 
being the fll'St person to be con
victed of insider trading in 
Australia. The chap, a former ac
countant with what is now known 
as the Asutralian Securities Com
mission, pleaded guilty to having 
trading in his mother's name using 
information on takeover bids before 
they were announced. 

The joke among his unabashed 
stock market compatriots back 
home is that the chap suffered a 
temporary bout of latitudinal lag 
(somewhat similar to jet-lag) - he 
thought he was still tr.lding at the 
Kuala Lumpur Stock Exchange 
where one can get away with 
anything short of murder. Anyway, 
he is now recovering from his brief 
spell of latitudinal confusion at the 
Melbourne penitentiary. 

• • • 
DESERT THEME 

PARKS 
1\.JI' alacca's imported rain
.1 ~ .l.maker has taken off in a 

stormy state (of mind. that is) now 
that the emperor's new clothes has 
been seen through. He left the state 
still as dry as the nightly news on 
R'IM. He also left behind a hysteri
calletter (published in some dailies) 
accusing some of our citizens of 
vile acts such as invading his opera
tions base atop a Malacca hotel The 
hotel, of all t.h.ffigs, was known as 
Emperor Hotel- must be his private 
little joke. 

Meanwhile, it is said that 
Malaccans may soon be shortlistcd 
by the G uiness Book of Records for 
the title of "Least Bathed 
Population". However, the 
doomsday spirit did not inflict all. 
The governor of Malacca has 
cheerily predicted that the state 
would have more than 1,500 
hectares of industrial land churning 
out 50,000 jobs by the year 2000, 
little realising that no sane 
industrialist would be heading their 
way for a long time to come. 

Still, one must look on the 
bright side. H the storm clouds fail 
to loom, then the tourism-minded 
Maloccans should consider turning 
their crncked-up plains and hills 
into desert theme partes - with light 
and sound effects, naturally. 
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• • • 
LOOK WHO'S 

TALKING! 

Malays must emulate the 
work-driven Japanese if 

they did not wish to be left behind 
by development, an up-and-coming 
Minister said at a seminar. He 
praised the Japanese for their work 
ethics which he said was 
dernocrntic, with managers making 
decisions only after consensus had 
been obtained at all levels. Japanese 
workers also did not mind starting 
at the bottom of the organisational 
ocalc. 

Wise words, except that one 
cannot help recalling how this 
particular Minister catapulted into 
the Cabinet at a speed that left those 
still working their way up the 
political ladder breathless and 
green in the gills. Furthennore, the 
party to which he belongs is least in 
the habit of consulting, much less 
seeking consensus. 

The Minister, in this case, rose 
so quickly that he tops the list of a 
privileged few known as 
"helicopter politicians". By the 
way, the seminar at which he spoke 
was organised along the theme of 



"Malays are Wise". The theme 
must have left the otherpaticipants 
from Singapore, the Philippines 
and Thailand feeling quite 
inadequale. 

••• 
PETS OR SOCIAL 

WORKERS? 
r"f1he MCA does not see any 
~ need fc.- a monitmng body 10 

check deviations in implcn\enting 
the National Development Plan, it 
was reputed recently. Its leaders 
say· tbose with grouses can bring 
them to the Cabinet (as though any 
Ahmad. Ah Kow and Samy can just 
wa1k into a Cabinet meeting), while 
MCA members would also act as a 
collective monitoring body. Given 
the MCA"s record throughout the 
NEP era, it is doubcful that there are 
many around who would seriously 
believe them .capable of being 
watchdog .... well, maybe a lap-dog. 

In fact, the most recent episode 
of the MCA cowering under the 
whip happened at the last sitting of 
the Dewan Rakyat. MPs from the 
MCA, and olhcr BN component 
parties, meekly croaked their two 
sen worth of "Aye!" to the 
controversial Land Acquisition 
Amendment Bill although they. 
were well aware of the shrill 
objection from their most important 
backers - the landed and the 
affluent. The whip must have come 
down hard ((]I' the towkay party 10 

have turned a deaf ear to the pileous 
aies of their benefaclors. 

As such, lhe Dewan Rakyat 
Speaker's caU f<X" us to stop treating 
our MPs and Assemblymen as 
social w<Ders must have landed on 
puzzled ears. The Speaker said our 
elected representatives ought to be 
seen as people capable of 
innovalive ideas and contributioos 
to make the counuy a better place 

1o live in. They are not only there to 
help us get taxi, lorry and logging 
permits or to offiCiate at social 
functions. 

Well, don't blame us for 
thinking odlerwUe because as Caras 
we know, only }ililanthropis15 and 
social workers hand out free 
fertiliser, free bicycles. free 
outboard motors and what-not. 
Moreover. if our MPs and 
Assemblymen ww. to shed their 
lllCial wok« image, they should 
start broadening their vocabulary 
beyond ''Yes! Yes! Yes! and more 
Yesses!" in the Dewan Rakyat. 

••• 
EXTRA LEGS 
~ Backbenchers Oub (abo 
~ known abbrieviatively as 

BBC, although its rubber-stamping 
position on issues bears no relation 
to the real BBC) has called off a 
grand banquet to honour Dr 
Mahathir's lOth year in office be

.cause the PM was in Mexico. 
Moreover, some members were 
also jetting off oo their own bips. 
according to chief mouthpiece 
Shahidan K.assim. But, claimed 
those on the other side or the bench, 
the dinner was ~ because 
the fwniture, specially ordered for 
the OCC$ion, coold not be com
pleted on time. It seems lhesc cus
tom-made &ables and chain are 
balanced delicately on only three 
legs. 

• •• 
LOGGERS ARE 

NOT GARDENERS 
~ Kuala Lumpur govern. 
~ mentlhR:wa tantrum owzthc 

environmenlal terrorism beina 
waged against us 0\'a' our login& 
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of the rainforests. We may even 
boycott the United Nations- spon
sored Earth Swnmit next year be
cause of the brickbats expected 
from lhose mign greenics. A top 
government leader, in defending 
our logging activities, claimed: 
.. Only 9CVCil trees in every acre can 
be cut and yomag trees are allowed 
to grow nalurally. There is no need 
to use fertilisers to grow the trees ... 

The JXUchap! A log must have 
fallen on his head during his 
chikiiOOd. Anyone who hat visited 
a logged area <X" seen pictures of 
cleared forests will know that 
loggers buJJdoze ~inately, 
leavin1 behind a landscape as 
dcsolalc 11 a missile hit He's right 
about lhe fertimer though. What 
use are fertilisers wben there are no 
plants left? 

byNNP 

ERRATA 
In an article titled "The 

Long and Winding Road: 
Some perceptions of 
Etbnicity" ,AM,ll :6,1991, 
we erroneously named the 
author Rom Nain as a 
member of the study team. 
The error is much 
regretted. 



Interview 

Seeking Accountability! 
Ralmey Clark - one of the 
world 's most outstanding 
human rights activists- was 
in Kuala Lumpur recently. 
His KL stop was part of a 
global campaign to bring 
the US to justice for its 
crimes against peace and 
humanity in the recent Gulf 
War. 

Clark, who served as US 
Attorney-General under 
PresidentJohnson, has 
established a Com~ion 
of Inquiry for this purpose. 
The Commission is in the 
process of collecting 
evidence for the trial of the 
US leadership. This 
evidence will be presented 
to an International War 
Crimes tribunal at the end 
of January 1992. 

In Kuala Lumpur, 
CHANDRA MUZAFFAR 
spoke to Ramsey Clark 
about the Inquiry and 
about the international 
situation in general. 

CM: 

Y
our long-standing concern 
for human rights violations in 
international politics has its 

roots in national politics. Perhaps 
you would like to begin by talking a 

Ramsey Clarile in Kuala Lumpur, with 
Chandra Muzaffar. 

little aboUJ your early involvement in 
civil rights issues in the US. 

RC: 
During the Johnson administra

tion, a number of major civil rights 
issues confronted the nation. I was 
deeply committed to the civil rights 
movement led by the late Martin 
Luther King. As Attorncy-Geneml 
and before that as Assistant Attor
ney-General to Robert Kennedy, I 
represented the Federal govern
ment in a number of cases con
nected with the de-segregation of 
schools, with the enfranchisement 
of Blacks in certain Southern states. 
It was a great struggle enforcing 
legislation, granting equality to the 
Black community. There was a lot 
of opposition at that time from seg
ments of the White population. 

CM: 
Your involvement in interna

tional human rights- it began after 
you left government? 
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Some concerned Malaysians who 
turned up \o support Clarke's 
campaign. 

RC: 
Yes, though even in govern

ment I was opposed to US interven
tion in Vietnam. I questioned the 
legality of the Vietnam War. After 
completion of my term as Attorney
General, I became even more ac
tively concerned about human 
rights abuses in other countries. I 
was in Sweden, in Spain, in South 
Africa, in Thailand in the 70s on 
human rights matters. 

I was also very critical of US 
intervention in other countries such 
as Chile, Nicaragua, Grenada, 
Panama. In Grenada I played a part 
in securing the commutation of the 
death sentence of some of the 
leaders of the New Jewel Move
ment which sought to establish a 
state that would not be subservient 



to US might On my return from 
Panama where I had witnessed the 
devastating consequences of the 
US invasion, I tric,d to make the 
American public aware of the suf
ferings caused by US action against 
the defenceless people of a small 
country. 

CM: 
Now. r:nming to your initiative 

in setting up a Commission of In
quiry into US war crimes in the 
Gulf Your initiative has created 
some controversy in certain circles. 
There are people who argue that it 
is not fair to focus only on US war 
crimes when it was Iraq that had 
invaded Kuwait. They contend that 
it was Iraq's invasion and annexa
tion of Kuwait which caused the 
war. 

RC: 
The whole world condemned 

Iraq's invasion and annexation of 
Kuwait It was morally and legally 
wrong. But invasion and annexa
tion need not lead to war. There 
have been numerous invasions and 
annexations. The US did not go to 
war over Indonesia's invasion and 
annexation of East Timur. After the 
1967 Arab-Israeli war, Israel an
nexed the Golan Heights which 
belongs to Syria through an act of 
Parliament. The US did not go to 

" ... the UN Charter 
requires States 

involved in disputes 
to explore, to 

exhaust all pacific 
means of resolving 
disputes ... However, 

right from the 
beginning, 

President Bush was 
adamant that there 

should be 'no 
negotiations' ... " 

war against Israel. On the Golan 
Heights, on the West Bank, on the 
Gaza Strip, the US wants negotia
tions between the Arabs and Israel. 

But on the question of Kuwait, 
it was totaJiy opposed to any 
negotjations. The US spumed all 
peace initiatives from within the 
Arab world, from Europe, from 
other regions. In (act, it allegedly 
undermined certain nttempts nt 
reaching a negotiated settlement, 
like the move made by Y asser 
Arafat and other Arab heads of 
state. 

And yet, the UN Charter re
quires states involved in disputes to 
explore, to exhaust all pacific 
(peaceful) means of resolving dis
putes. The UN Charter expects 
member-states to negotiate, to 
engage in sincere dialogue. How
ever, right from the beginning, 
President Bush was adamant that 
there should be 'no negotiations'. 

What has been happening after 
the War proves that the US ad
ministration was never interested in 
a negotiated settlement over 
Kuwait. Even after Iraq is forced 
out of Kuwait, even when there is 
no justification any more for 
economic sanctions against Iraq, 
the US insists upon maintaining 
sanctions. The US wants sanctions 
because it seeks to destroy Iraq. The 
War was a way of destroying not 
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only the military but also the 
civilian infrastructure of the 
country. The aim is to maintain a 
power balance in West Asia which 
is favourable to the US and Israel. 
This is why the US wanted the War. 

So while the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait created the Gulf crisis, it 
was the US which was largely 
responsible for the Gulf War. 

CM: 
Would this be one of the charges 

against the US - how it acted to 
destroy Iraq? 

RC: 
Y cs, in all we have drawn up 19 

charges. Our flJ'St charge argues 
that 'the United States engaged in a 
pattern of conduct beginning in or 
before 1989 intended to lead Iraq 
into provocations justifying US 
military action against Iraq and per
manent US military domination of 
the Gulf. We show that even in 
1989 General Powell (Chairman of 
the .Joint Chiefs of StafO and 
General Schwanlcopf (Com
mander in Chit:f of the Central 
Command) had revised US military 
plans for the Pexsian Gu1ftoprepare 
to intervene in a regional conflict 
against Iraq. In early 1990, General 
Schwankopf informed the Senate 
Armed Services Committee of the 
new military strategy in the Gulf 
designed to protect US access to 
and control over Gulf oil in the 
event of regional conflicts. Inciden
tally, US dependence upon Gulf oil 
has increased from 5 per cent in 
1973 to 10 per cent in 1989 and is 
expected to reach 25 per cent by 
2000. In July 1990, Schwanlcopf 
ran elaborate, computerised war 
games pining about 100,000 US 
troops against Iraqi armoured 
divisions. 

Some of the other charges deal 
with the US's deliberate destruc
tion of Iraqi civilian life, its bomb
ing of defenceless military 
personnel, its corruption of the UN 
Secwity Council, its attempt to im
poverish Iraq and threaten its 



people with famine and epidemic 
and its systematic manipulation of 
the media to achieve support for its 
military and political goals. 

CM: 
By levelling these charges 

against the US, you are in fact put
ting the victor on trial. And yet most 
of the time. it is the vanquished that 
is acc;us_ed of war crimes- as in the 
case of Nuremberg. What is the sig
nificance of putting the victor, the 
powerful on trial at this jucture in 
history? 

RC: 
Power must be accountable. 

Accountability by the powerless 
has virtually no meaning. It is the 
powerful - if we live by principle -
which must account for their ac· 
tions. If a government can escape 
accountability after the slaughter of 
hundreds of thousands of people, 
then we live in a lawless world. If 
the US can escape accountability 
for the slaughter of Irnq simply be
cause it is powerful, then no place 
in the world is safe. 

The US has this awesome 
military machine and the will to use 
it - and even enjoy the destruction 

it causes. This is why it must be 
checked. It must be contained. It is 
a threat to humanity. 

Those of us who think that after 
the coUapse of Soviet communism 
things would be alright, the United 
States will not have to use its 
military might, are sadly mistaken. 
If we examined the Cold War of the 
last 4 decades and how bipolar 
politics worked, Soviet power 
acted as a sort of inhibition, as a 
restraining element upon the 
United States, just as American 
might kept the Soviet Union in 
check. Now that deterrent is gone 
as far as the US is concerned. In
deed. the US is now the only 
military superpower in the world. 

And yet, this military super
power is in a state of economic 
crisis. It is not able to compete with 
Japan, with WestemEurope.Itcan
not match their capacity to produce, 
to generate wealth. The US has, 
within a decade. become the 
world's greatest debtor nation. Its 
debts far exceed its gross national 
product. 

Would the US be tempted to use 
its military muscle to regain its 
economic position in the world sys
tem? Would this lead to the sort of 

rivalry with Japan or Europe that 
could affect the poor countries of 
the South? Would these countries 
be drawn into an economic war, 
with all its inevitable political and 
military implications? After all, 
some of the most important 
economic resources which the 
economic giants desire, are in the 
South. 

Even the recent Gulf War was, 
in a sense, a blatant attempt by the 
US to enhance its control over Gulf 
oil so that it would have some 
leverage over Japan and Germany 
which are both very dependent 
upon oil from that region. 

CM: 
ln spite of the immense danger 

ansmg from US military 
dominance and control, there isn't 
much resistance from the others. 
especially the nations of the South. 
Why is this so? 

RC: 
There are a number of explana

tions. One of them is the contagion 
of materialism. Many nations and 
peoples everywhere want to be part 
of the materialistic, consumerist 
lifestyle associated with the US. It 

is a lifestyle that has 

" ... by the end of this 
millenium ... Most of the 

earth's populace will have 
darker, more beautiful 
skins but their lives will 

be full of misery and 
suffering ... The people in 
the North, especially in 
the US must be made 

aware of how the policies 
of their goverrnents and 
corporations lead to the 

exploitation and 
deprivation of these poor 

people." 

penetrated a number of 
countries of the South. 
You see Marlboro ad
vertisements, billboards 
even in the remotest vil
lages of the South. 

Perhaps an even 
more important factor is 
the lack: of information 
of what is really happen
ing in the world. There is 
a great deal of ignorance 
about the US and the 
West and what their real 
intentions are and the 
disastrous impact of 
some of their economic, 
political and cultural 
policies. After all, most 
ofthe news and informa
tion that circulates 
around the world is con-
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trolled by western news agencies. 
This is why we desperately need a 
new international infonnation 
order. 

There is also quite a bit of con
fusion at this point in time in the 
South, following the collapse of 
Soviet communism and the disin
tegration of the communist system 
in Eastern Europe. The general 
feeling is that communism - and 
also socialism in the minds of many 
people - just does not work. 
Capitalism is the only economic 
system that can deliver the goods, 
as far as these people are con
cerned. Many of the ruling elites in 
the South believe this. This may 
explain why they are all adjusting 
to the 'market', to profit maximiza
tion, to privati1.ation. They fail to 

see some of the major weaknesses 
of capitalism itself. 

CM: 
Faced with this reality of na

tions and communities succumbing 
to a materialistic lifestyle, to af
fluence and wealth, can you suggest 
specific strategies that citizens' 
groups; ordinary people can devise 
in order to develop an alternative 
world order which is more just and 
compassionate? 

RC: 
It is true that people, rather than 

governments, will have to take the 
initiative to help create a more just 
world. Governments as a whole are 
too deeply entrenched in the exist
ing international order. 

Citizens groups will have to 
work together, to join forces, toes
tablish international unity. They 
will have to dissiminate informa
tion about international challenges, 
about the effects of policies pur
sued by the rich upon the poor. 
They have to help create unity 
among the poor. 

This is important because we 
will have a billion more mostly 
poor people on this earth by the end 
of this millenium. Most of the 
earth's populace will have darker, 
more beautiful skins but their lives 
will be full of misery and suffering. 
They will be victims of disease, of 
hunger, of ignorance. 

The people in the North, espe
cially in the US must be made 
aware of how the policies of their 
governments and corporations lead 

"If a government can escape accountability after 
the slaughter of hundreds of thousands of people, 

then we live in a lawless world. If the US can 
escape accountability for the slaughter of Iraq 

simply because it is powerful, then no place in the 
world is safe." 

to the exploitation and 
deprivation of these poor 
people. It is not just theoreti
cal knowledge that American 
people must be provided with 
by all of us. They must see the 
results of the policies of their 
government upon other 
people. They must feel the 
pain and the suffering. 
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More than any other 
people, it is the Americans 
who need to know these 
things, who need help. Only 
then will they cease to sup
port with such joy a military 
expedition that goes off to 
slaughter thousands and 
thousands of people. Only 
then will they learn to respect 
the rights of other people in 

• other lands - their right to 
food and shelter and 

, knowledge, and most of all, 
their right to dignity, their 
right to shape their own lives. 

A great and brilliant 
Mexican leader who 
cherished human dignity 
once said, "Respect for the 
rights of others is peace." 
Yes, that is the only way we 

lf.r. will have peace in this world. 
\ . 



Inquiry 

More Support 
for War Crimes Trial 

I
n VoJ. 11 No.6 of Alirnn Month
ly, we carried endorsements 
from seven organizations and 7 5 

individuals for a Conunission of In
quiry into alleged US crimes against 
humanity and peace in the recent 
Gulf War. 

Endorsers to the Comndssion 
of Inquiry 
1. Jomo K.S. 
2. Azmi Khalid 
3.Irene Hussain 
4.Syed Shakir Hussain 
5. K Veeriah 
6. Francis Xavier 
7. Colin Nicholas 
8. Sabariah Abdullah 
9. LeeJee Yuan 
10. Evelyn Hong 
11. Ali Idris 
12Jayagopal 
13. Muslimah Nairn 
14. M. Thayalan 
15. Arif Ahmad 
16.Yusoff Bin Haji Omar 
17. Haji Abdul Fatah Bin Hj.Idris 
18. Ahamad Faisol Bin Hj. Said 
19. Haji Md. Mokhtar Bin Tajri 
20. Abd. Rahman Bin Dae 
21. Mohd Sani bin Samad 
22. Zakaria Bin Muda 
23. Abd. Rahman Bin Abdullah 
24. Abd. Bahrim Bin Wahab 
25.Hj. Ismail Bin Hj. Said 
26.Mohd. ldris BinHj.Ibrahim 
27. Mohd. Tauftk Bin Abd. 

Razak 
28. Salim Bin Ali 
29. Abu Bakar Bin Shahidan 
30. Mohd. Kamal Bin Abdullah 
31. Raz.ik.in Bin Zainal Abidin 
32. Jaafar Bin Osman 
33. Aliyasak Bin Hj. Abdullah 
34. Zullcipli Bin Md. Fadzil 

Since the publication of that list 
of endorsements, a number of 
Malaysians have requested that 
their names too be added to the 
list. 

35. Hj.Shamsuddin Bin Abd. Rah-
Rahman 

36. Ismail Bin Abdullah 
37. Sigaima Bin Shariff 
38. Mohd. Ismail Bin Hussain 
39. Yahya Bin Abdullah 
40. Saad Bin Yeop 
41. Mohamad Asri Bin Hj. J usuh 
42. Mohd. Ros Bin Hashim 
43. Mohd. Uzir Bin Abd. Hamid 
44. Yussop Bin Abdullah 
45. Yaacob Bin Abdullah 
46. Mohd. YusofBin Mohd.Isa 
47. Ismail Bin Saad 
48. Hashim Bin Saad 
49. Mohd. Mokhtar Bin Salleh 
50. Salleh Bin Abd. Hamid 
51. Raihan Bin Sallch 
52. Tajuddin Bin Mohd. Aziz 
53. _Ahmad SoflaD Bin Mohdo 

Noor 
54. Mohd.Saidin Bin Abd. Aziz 
55. Che Dan Bin Hassan 
56. Sabireen Bin Hj. Ahmad 
57. Mansor Bin Hj. Mahmud 
58. Khalid Bin Mat Nor 
59. Abu Bakar Bin Abdullah 
600 Ishak Bin Abdul 
61. Yahya Bin Hj. Md Saad 
62. Mansur Bin Othman 
63. Omar Bin Abdo Rani 
64. Khairuddin Bin Md. Noor 
65. Ahmad Bin Said 
66. Mohd. Ali Bin Abdullah 
67. Saad Bin Taib 
68. Asmf Haris 
69. Mohd. Saiful Rahman 
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We publish below the names of 
another 176 Malaysians who su~ 
port the Gulf War inquiry. They 
come from Kuala Lumpur, Selan
gor and Penang. 

700 Abdul Rahman Said 
71. Azowan Hamid 
72. Ramly Jaffar 
73. Mokhtar Ramly 
74. Tajunisa Bt. Mohd.Ibrahim 
75. Che Tom Hashim 
760 Fatima Ahmad 
770 Abdo Latif B. Hj. A Rahman 
78. Rokiah Bt. Ahmad 
790 Che' Jam BL. Mat 
800 Jumabee Bt. Abd. Hamid 
81. Mohd. Nor Bin Wan Chik 
820 Omar Ismail 
830 Mohdo Isa Supa 
84. Ahmad Nazrion Hj Yusof 
85. Shamsul Burahim 
86. Zahari Ibrahim 
87. Badarudin Y aacob 
88. Mohdo Abd. Ismail 
89. Noor Azmi Bin Mohd. Deen 
900 Nasrudin Suleiman 
91. Shameem S. Syed Ismial 
92. Fatimah Abdul Rahim 
93. Azhar Ibrahim 
94. Rahim Iskandar 
95. Nik Mohd. Nairn Fatui 
96. Mariani Omar 
97 0 Abdo Hakim Hj. Jaafar 
98. Sahfur Bahri BoAbdoHamid 
99 0 A. RegWlathen 
100. Azman Mohd Nor 
101. Zainab Binti Amron 
102. Gunasegaran 
103. Mariati Rusin 
104. Azeemuniz.a bte Abdul 
1050 ZaitWl Majid 
106. Chan Poh Suan 



107. Thurn Kwei Chin 
108. Syed Redzuan B. Syed 

Rahim 
109. Anwar Buksh 
110. Dewi Soraswat.hy 
1H. Ramachandran 
112. Mousinah Ali 
113. Nooraini Mohd Ismail 
114. Munis Pakam 
115. Mohd. Darli Hamisa 
116. Rohazar Wati 
117. Habibah Kiprawi 
118. Norha A. Hanifah 
119. Mohd. Din Noor 
120. Helmi Ibrahim 
121. Ahmad Zaharu 
122.Ramlah 
123. Saudah Sulaiman 
124. Jamil Nordin 
125. Ibrahim Lamal 
126. Ranny Bulan 
127. Ibmi Radzuan 
128. Syed Mohd. 
129. Hashim Ahmad Mohd. 
130. Grace Ooi 
131. Khalid Yusoff 
132. Rahmat Mohamed 
133. Suhaimy Hasmany 
134. Ahmad Fariz 
135. Ahmad Tazmin 
136. Zawawi 
137. Mohd. Amir 
138. Mohd. Rarin 
139. Mazridzuan Mohamed 
140. R Catherine 
141. Shamshiah Begum 
142. Authullah Begum 
143. Shahareen Begum 
144. KCLim 
145. Peggy Cheo 
146. Salina Salim 
147. Margaret Lew 
148. Azura Azlina 
149. Lee Kim Lee 
150. Pale Cheng Kin 
151. Zainon Jainuddin 
152. Ramli Mat Som 
153. Mr. J. Paranjothy 
154. Mrs J. Paranjothy 
155. Abdul Subhan 
156. Abd. Aziz Bin Ishak 
157. Mehd. Ali Bin Abdullah 
158. Saad Bin Taib 
159. Abd. Aziz Bin Ishak 
160. Rizaini Bin Ismail 

161. Ibrahim Bin Ahmad 
162. Razwab Bin Hassan 
163. Abd. Jamil Bin Ahmad 
164. Abd. Rahman Bin Yahya 
165. Haron Bin Ahmad 
166. Abd. Jalil Bin Ibrahim 
167. Jusuh Bin Salleh 
168. Hamid Bin Ismail 
169. Abu BakarBin Ayob 
170. Ishak Bin Ahmad 
171. Saad Bin Jusof 
172. Abdul Halim Bin Mat 
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173. Jaafar Bin Abdullah 
174. Md. Rofiee Bin Hj. Yahya 
175. Idzham Bin Shuib 
176. Tang Mew Kam 

Apart from the above individuals, 
The Society Of Future In Our 
Hands, Federal Territory and 
Selangor has also endorsed the In
quiry . • 



Capital Punishment 

Addicted To Killing 
The experiment bad failed. 
But the executions 
continue. The rationale for 
using the death penalty is 
that it will deter drug 
traffickers more effectively 
than other pWlishments. 
But despite hundreds of 
executions there is no clear 
evidence of a decline in 
drug-trafficking which 
could be clearly attributed 
to the threat or use of that 
penalty, states AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL, a 
London-based human 
rights organization. 

' '

I'm ready for execution. I al
ready saw the gallows being 
tested," said the sailor. His 

wrists were handcuffed as he spoke. 
Outside the jail a group of jownalists 
kept vigil. 

Next morning at 6:02am he was 
deOO, one hour later than the usual 
schedule for the execution of a 
condemned man in Malaysia. His 
hanging had been held up as a spe
cial concession so that he could per
form his last prayers at dawn - the 
frrst of five a Muslim is obliged to 
perform daily. 

The 37-year old seafarer, ana
tive of Indonesia, died protesting 
his innocence. Convicted of pos
sessing 937 grams of marijuana and 
being a member of a drug syndi
cate, he became the frrst prisoner 
in 1990 to join Malaysia's ever
rising toll of those executed in what 
officials now admit is a lethal 

failure to stem the·country's drugs 
trade. 

Malaysia's anti-drug drive 
made international headlines in the 
early 1980s when the country's 
leaders made the death penally 
mandatory in drug offences. Huge 
billboards warned local citizens 
and foreign travellers: "Be 
forewarned: Death for drug traf
fickers under Malaysian Jaw." By 
June of this year the national press 
reported that 104 convicts had 
been hanged on drug charges since 
1983 and a further 200 were wait
ing on death row. 

One of over 20 countries that 
have now tried using the death 
penalty for drug offences, Malaysia 
has become a crucible for testing 
the effectiveness of the punishment 

Rehabilitation Division had iden
tified 145,685 addicts throughout 
the country. 

Not only has the increase been 
staggering, but it has continued 
regardless of the hangman. Two 
years after the 1983 decision to 
make the death penalty mandatory 
for drug offences, the government's 
figure for registered addicts stood 
at102,807. Fourteen months later it 
had risen to ·111 ,688. Two years 
later - and with executions being 
enacted in a blaze of publicity 
against foreigners as well as local 
citizens - the addiction register had 
gone up to 128,741, a steep rise of 
nearly 30 percent over three years. 

The experiment had failed. But 
the executions continue. 

A 1989 report by the lntema-

"the statistics for addiction ,.t a grim 
picture. In 1970 only 711 addicts were 

identified In the country. Two d8cades later, 
in December 1989, the Horne Ministry's 

Dadah Treatment and Rehabilitation 
Division had identified 145,685 acidic~ 

thi'Q\Ighout the country •• .Not only has the 
Increase been staggering, but It has 

continued regardless of the hangman." 

as the ultimate antidote to narcotics. 
The statistics for addiction paint 

a grim picture. In 1970 only 711 
addicts were identified in the 
country. Two decades later, in 
December 1989, the Home Minis
try's Dadah Treatment and 
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tional Narcotics Control Board said 
that Malaysia was continuing to be 
affected by growing "transit traf
fic" involving primarily opium and 
herion. Both were being smuggled 
across the country's northern bor
der or through its western coastline. 



The report noted. how
ever, that "in trying to 
come to grips with the 
drug abuse and traffick-
ing situation, the 
government has made it 
clear that it will not 
compromise in dealing 
with drug offenders, in
cluding foreigneiS." 

Of the 104 reported 
executions, 25 were said 
to have been of foreign
CIS. These now include 
Han Tsui Lin, one of 
eight Hong Kong 
citizens executed on 30 
May 1990 in the 
country's biggest mass 
execution. She became 
the first foreign woman 
to hang in Malaysia. 

In the desperate bat
tle against drugs, such 
evidence is often over
looked. In November 
1988 the United States 
joined the league of na
tions opting for execu
tions as a weapon 
against the drug trade. 
Federal law now allows 
the imposition of the 
death penalty as an op
tional punishment f<Y 
persons who intentional
ly kill or order killings 
while committing drug
related offences. 

Virtually every time 
a foreigner has come up 
for execution. press in
terest has been intense 
and heads of govern
ment have publicly and 
privately appealed to the 
Malaysian authorities to 
show clemency. To 
date, the pleas have fal
len on deaf ears and na
tionals of Australia, 
Britain, Indonesia, the 
Philippines, Singapore 

A stem warning at tM Malaysian-Thai border has not produced 
the desired eHoct. Statistically, dadah trafficking and abuse is at 
11n Ill-time high. 

Back · in Malaysia 
with its soaring addic
tion rate, officials are 
beginning to express 
doubts about the effec
tiveness of the death 
penalty as a deterrent. In 
June this year the 
Deputy Minister of 
Home Affairs said that 
the country's mandatory 
death penalty for drug 
trafficking had failed to 
curb either the trade or 
drug abuse and that a 
new approach to the 
problem was needed. 

and Thailand have also been put to 
death. 

Amnesty International, the 
w<Yldwide human rights organiza
tion, has repeatedly urged the 
Malaysian authorities to stop the 
killing. It has taken the same stand 
against the death penalty in aU 
countries. In a major report on the 
death penalty released a year ago, 
the organization states: "The ra
tionale for using the death penalty 
is that it wiD deter drug traffickers 
more effectively than other punish
ments. But despite hundreds of ex
ecutions there is no clear evidence 
of a decline in drug-trafficking 
which could be clearly attributed to 
the threat or use of that penalty." 

International experts agree. The 
lack of deterrent effect was cited at 
the December 1985 meeting of the 
United Nations Expert Group on 
Countermeasures to Drug Smug
gling by Air and Sea. The group's 

report stated, " ... in the experience 
of several experts, the fact that capi
tal punishment appeared on the 
statute books as the maximum 
penalty did not necessarily deter 
trafficking; indeed, in some cases it 
might make prosecution more dif
ficult because courts of law were 
naturally inclined to require a much 
higher standard of proof when capi
tal punishment was possible or 
even mandatory ... The most effec
tive deterrent was assuredly the cer
tainty of detection and arrest." 
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In a paper presented 
at the national Seminar 

on Drugs Treatment and 
Rehabilitation in Kuala Lumpur in 
July 1990, thedeputydirectorofthe 
Criminal Investigation Depart
ment's anti- narcotics force said the 
mandatory death sentence had not 
shown signs of achieving its role as 
a deterrent in the six years since its 
enforcement. Instead, the number 
of people detained for trafficking 
had increased and those detained 
were usually replaced by other traf
fickers within a short time. 

He said, "Our intelligence 
shows that people were found to be 
trafficking in dadah (drugs) even 
when a member of their family has 
been detained and awaiting trial."~ 



Universal Spiritual Values 

Today's Spirituality Must 
Encompass a Global Vision 

Today's world is marked 
by a spiritual restl~e.ss, a 
lack of rootedness - and our 
traditional religions are not 
able to respond to the 
contemporary quest for 
meaning. In the following 
articles, URSULA KING 
describes our current 
malaise and otTers some 
dues towards visualizing a 
global spirituality. 

0 
ur age is often described as 
an age of unbelief in which 
many people are spiritually 

impoverished and marked by a loss 
of transcendence and disregard for 
the highest valus. And yet. to the 
discerning eyes, there appears to be 
many signs of a sincere religious 
quest and a new spirituaHty emerging 
from within the secular. I think one 
must recognize the positive aspects 
of this openness of the religious quest 
today - the doubt. the uncertainty. the 
groping, the willingness to experi
ment and the search for meaning. 

Contemporary religions are 
characterized by a great search for 
interiority and a new inwardness, a 
longing to explore our inner space, 
just as we have so dazzlingly ex
plored and probed into outer space. 
This urge for a contemplative depth 
dimension within us responds to a 
great contemporary need to heal a 
hectic and disjointed outward life, 
marked by over-activity, unrest and 
much unsatisfactory superficiality 
in human relations. But this hunger 
and thirst for interiority, for medita-

tion, contemplation and prayer of 
quiet, are not the only charac
teristics of the contemporary 
reHgious quest. They are accom
panied and matched by a search for 
greater outward unification and 
unity at all levels. One can see this 
in the experiments in living in new 
communities, the flowering of 
genuine peace movements in both 
capitalist and socialist societies: 
one can see it in the dynamic thrust 
of the diverse liberation move
ments. 

So, in order to think meaning
fully about religion and spirituality 
today, it's not enough to remain 
within the boundaries of traditional 
reHg.ion. The search for spirituality 

and transcendence in our age can
not fmd its sole answer in intense 
private devotions or in escapist 
religious life. 

Contemporary spirituality, if 
it's to have any effect on our lives, 
individually or corporately, cannot 
flourish apart from the world. It has 
to grow and live in the rnmt.et 
place: it has to be the source of 
meaning for all of Hfe and relate to 
our daily problems, our family and 
community, our science, our 
politics, our whole world, as we 
scientifically explore and ex
perience it today. 

This spirituality which we so 
much need is a true leaven and as a 
bread of life can only become a 

transforming agent in our 
world today if it is nourished 
and nurtured within our 

"in order to think mMningfulty lbout religion 
and spiritu•ity today, it's not enough to 
remain within the boundari• of tradition• 
religion."" 

secular institutions, as well as 
within traditional religious 
ones; otherwise I think it will 
be impossible to create a 
world of peace and justice. 
We are living in a world today 
where more and more people 
are wondering where we're 
going. Will the earth and 
humankind have a future at 
all? Our spaceship earth a~ 
pears to be an ever shrinking 
globe beset by fast change, 
turmoil and many problems 
and actions can only be hand
led globally. This is first of all 
true of material development 
whether it concerns food 
production or distribution, 
the organization of work and 
leisure, or questions of health 
and international security. 
But a global context is equal
ly required for education, for 
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scientific research, for the flower
ing of art, for use of the imagina
tion, for matters of morality, ethics 
and religion, and for questions of 
spiritual well-being. Increasingly 
people are becoming aware of the 
need for global spirituality. We are 
now learning to look at the religious 
heritage of humankind from a new 
global perspective and discover 
that this heritage is one of the most 
valuable resources for humanity at 
a time of critical reflection and 
profound change. 

UTL-4 • ,..;..;~o,,.J;~.,? 
HT"" IS Spll MIMMMJ· 

But what is spirituality? 
Spirituality has been given many 
different definitions and it is dif
ficult to give any one that would 
apply to all spiritual schools and 
practices. For some people 
spirituality means simply our 
relationship to God. For others it 
represents a deep existential com
mitment to a transcendent dimen
sion within and beyond life, an 
experience of the powerful 
presence of the Spirit Spirituality 
is not static; it is a dynamic process 
of transformation and growth, an 
integral part of human development 
towards maturity in both the in
dividual and the collective sense. 
Spirituality must not be perceived 
as something apart from life, simp
ly added on. 

Rather it's a quality of ex
perience, intuition, reflection and 
being which permeates all human 
activities. The whole of life can be 
seen as being related to spiritual 
practice. Spirituality then concerns 
the heart of human existence, and 
its practice is linked to the use of 
our imagination as a faculty for 
seeing more deeply into the ground 
and meaning of things and of ex
perience. 

Having said something about 
the understanding of spirituality, 
what is meant by global 
spirituality? Initially, spirituality is 
both personal and collective, but it 
is also global in the sense that it now 
has to be developed in a cross-cut-

tural context as created by the con
temporary political, social and cul
tural realities of our globe. These 
invite us to understand and practice 
spirituality in a pluralistic perspec 
tive. This implies a discovery that 
the different faith and the faith 
communities with their distinct 
messages become newly meaning
ful in their togetherness on the 
globe. The different religious tradi
tions have been diffused and 
transplanted from their place of 
origin to new culture and regions. 

Many more members of dif
ferent faiths have an opportunity to 
come into contact with, and learn 
from each other, and that includes 
learning to accept differences. In
stead of encountering each other in 
hatred and strife, we have to learn 
to give and receive from each other 
in openness and respect Such 
learning is especially involved in 
the experimental process of inter
religious dialogue between mem
bers of different faiths and those of 
none, and it also occurs through 
intra-religious dialogue within the 
heart of each person and within the 
different communities of faith; we 
have to reflect critically on our own 
experience in the light of that of 
others. 

But, when I speak about global 
spirituality ,the word "global'' does 
not only refer to an experience of 
the present. It also encompasses the 
past. For we are becoming increas
ingly aware of the history of 
humankind, including its religious 
history as one history. The 
numerous spiritual schools and per
sonalities round the globe which 
have existed throughout history 
provide us with extraordinary 
resources for contemporary 
religious awareness. 

When we speak of global 
spirituality we thus think of a 
dimension that cuts across the 
present, extends back into the deep 
past and reaches out towards a fu
ture, to feed and strengthen the 
human spirit on its jowney through 
time and space. 
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We also think of global 
spirituality in yet another sense. 
Today spirituality has become an 
issue for all ofhumanity, not just for 
a select group of religious minded 
people for whom spirituality hap
pens to be a special area of interest 
or hobbyhorse. 

At the present critical time in 
human history we have to pay par
ticular attention to the deep need for 
the spiritual wellbeing of the 
human community; spiritual 
wellbeing beyond the existing 
physical, mental and moral needs of 
humankind. We have to ask oursel
ves, "will questions of spiritual 
development one day become an 
integral part of our efforts to ensure 
global development towards peace 
and justice?" We work all the time 
on economic development. We do 
not yet work sufficiently on 
spiritual development. What efforts 
do we at present devote towards 
developing the inner resources of 
human beings; their imagination, 
mind and heart; their power to love, 
their power to care and be compas
sionate, as well as to be peaceful 
and happy? 

These are very serious ques
tions at the level of global develop
ment. They have to be faced by 
secular institutions and the whole 
of society for they cannot be solved 
by religious institutions alone. 

Future can be willed 
Now some people doubt 

whether religion and an open quest 
for spirituality, a unifying spiritual 
vision, has a future today at all, 
given the increasing growth of 
secularization and - one must add 
the increasing growth of religious 
fundamentalism around the world. 
But a more basic question is, "has 
our world a future and what future 
is there for humankind today?" 
Given the contemporary political 
and military developments the 
answer to this question is far from 
certain and cannot be taken for 
granted. In any case the future no 
longer simply arrives and is given, 



as was often the case in the past. It 
has to be consciously willed and 
created in full consciousness of 
what is involved in our actions, and 
what goals we actually aim for. 

We are sensitively aware of the 
extreme vu1nerability and 
precariousness of hwnan beings in 
our global situation today. So we 
have to also become aware that, if 
we want a future worth having, we 
have to will it, we have to build a 
new earth. The threat of the pos
sibility of extinguishing humans as 
a species today calls for a complete
ly new way of using all the powers 
of our imagination, of our will, and 
of our inner and outer resources. 

And I think the future can be 
willed; it can be constructed and 
built if we can perceive and practice 
the right kind of spirituality. 

Importance ofChardin 
Looking around the resources 

to feed our thought and imagina
tion, to strengthen our will to act, 
we ask ourselves who can help us, 
and I think there are many, many 
examples. Personally I have been 
very much inspired by the vision of 
Teihard de Chardin. He believed 
very deeply that it was his vocation 
to extend people's capacity to see 
into the heart of things, as he put it 
by sharing with them a larger vision 
of the world. So he already wrote in 
1939, more than 50 years ago, an 
extremely moving essay called 
"The Spirit of the Earth," where he 
speaks about the oneness of this 
earth. He speaks very poignantly of 
what is the future of the spirit of the 
earth, what is humankind's des
tiny? Is it darkness, total death or 
new life? 

And he saw humanity with its 
present tensions and turmoils and 
wars, undergoing the crisis of birth, 
to raise the earth to a new stage, to 
raise life to a new stage. He says the 
resources at our disposal today, the 
powers we have released, cannot 
possibly be absorbed by the narrow 
system of individual and national 
units which the architects of human 

earth have hitherto used. "The age 
of nations has passed. Now. unless 
we wish to perish we must shake off 
our old prejudices and build the 
earth... The more scientifically I 
regard the world, the less can I see 
any possible biological future for it 
except the active consciousness of 
its unity... And, in that sense, 
Teihard de Chardin stressed that 
humankind, at the present stage of 
its development, has a need for 
religion that grows into a new stage 
also. We need, he says, "a rcdefmi
tion of the spirit." 

I think the study of spirituality 
can also help us a great deal here. 
And many publications are begin
ning to appear on this theme. I think 
particularly of the 25-volume 
project "World Spirituality: An En
cyclopedic History of The 
Religious Quest" which looks in 
collaborative effort at the in
dividual and collective movement 
of the spirit across the history of the 
human race. Spirituality is here 
seen as lived experience as well as 
reflection on such experience. This 
particular encyclopedia also points 
to an emerging new discipline of 
global spirituality which will pro
vide a new focus for individual 
religious trnditions through which 
they can see and reflect upon their 
own religious heritage in a larger 
context. 

Four cries of humanity 
Robert Muller speaks about the 

four cries of humanity, and I find 
this a very beautiful image. It is an 
example which he has actually 
taken from U Thant who was, of 
course a Burmese Buddhist and one 
of the earlier Secretaries-General of 
the United Nations. He speaks 
about the cry for physical life, the 
cry for mental fulfilment and the 
cry of morality. Those three cries 
have already been much attended 
to, at least the first two, the physical 
and the mental: the United Nations 
has done a great deal to help to meet 
the need, to answer those cries. But 
the last, the fourth cry, he calls the 
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cry for spirituality, and that's a cry 
that has not been recognized suffi
ciently and has not yet been met at 
all. So he sees that after coping with 
physical, mental and moral needs, 
we must give attention to spiritual 
needs. I feel it is important. in trying 
to meet this spiritual cry of 
humanity, that we look at the need 
to introduce attention to 
spirituality, not only in us as in
dividuals but also into our fonnal 
educational process. We need an 
education for global spirituality, 
beginning with the individual. 

We need to foster awareness, 
personal and collective, but we also 
need to instigate the transfonnative 
will for action and to educate for 
relationships in community build
ing. 

We do not need an individualis
tic spirituality but a spirituality with 
a social and global dimension. This 
must be so; it must be developed if 
we are not to finish up with what 
Schumacher called "the refusal of 
consciousness," the refusal to 
recogni1e our true situation and 
take note of it and change our ac
tion. If we live in a crisis of con
sciousness, we cannot afford to be 
blind to whatever values we may 
find. The religious traditions of 
humankind are an inspiring source 
for the refonnulation of values and 
education for a global vision; an 
education which makes us discover 
and create the spirit of one world. 
And I think that is one of our most 
important tasks. We have to learn to 
reflect critically on our past 
heritage and on our present prac
tice. We have to learn to envision 
genuine alternative ways of being 
of thinking and of doing in order to 
create one humanity animated by 
one spirit.+ 

Ursula King is Profusor of 
Theology and Religious Studies at 
the University of Bristol, Great 
Britain. 

Source: /DOC lnternazionale 
4/90 



CURRENT 
CONCERNS 

Medical Attention: 
A Basic Human Right 

T he MMA's suggestion that the 
government raises its hospi

tal fees to match that of the private 
sector is both startling and dis
tressing. The unblushingly self
serving reason given that this 
would reduce the queues at govern
ment hospitals is implausible and 
cries out to be lampooned. Why not 
increase the fees so high that only 
the rich can afford medical atten
tion? That 9f)u1d reduce the queues 
for sure. 

ALIRAN holds the view that 
medical attention, like education, 
for instance, is a basic human 
right not to be denied to anybody 
on grounds of inability to pay. It is 
the duty of a government to en
sure that all its citizens, including 
the very poor, have access to ac
ceptable medical faciHties. 

IfMMAis genuinely concerned 
with the long queues at govern
ment hospitals, there is an accept
able solution. At least 10% of all 
the patients at private clinics 

should be the poor who will be 
treated at current government 
rates. 

In the rush to privatise, and 
make every government service 
pay its way, it is easy to forget 
that while our needs are generally 
the same, our abilities (and hence 
our capacity to pay) are not. We 
should not have to apologise for 
providing subsidies in certain cru
cial areas. Doctors, whose own 
education was heavily subsidised, 
should be the last people to 
begrudge this. 

To increase the medical fees 
during these inflationary times 
would also amount to stoking the 
furnace and that would be a mis
take. All of us would be affected by 
the rising inflation, but the poor 
are going to feel its bite the hard
est. 

ALIRAN urges the MMA tore
think its request and if fees have 
to be revised, the Ministry must 
very carefully consider its effects 
on the poor. While we do not con
done the system being abused, it 
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is better to tolerate some abuse 
than to deny the needy access to 
affordable medical service. 

10 September 1991 

Joan Shori 
ExcoMember 

Reject The Bases 
Agreement! 

Mr. Jouito R. Salonga 
Philippinu Senate 
Taft Avenue 
Manila 
Philippinu 

Your Excellency, 

We applaud the determina
tion of the majority of 

Senators to reject the bases agree
ment. 

Maintain your resolve! Let jus
tice and dignity truimph! 

Dr. Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

U September 1991 

Shame! 

His ExceUency tM Secretary
GeMral oft~ United NatioM 
The UnitedNatioM Headquarters 
New York, N.Y. 10017 
United Stata 

Your Excellency, 
May peace be with you. 

A s a democratic movement 
concerned with social justice 

and human dignity, ALIRAN views 
with grave concern the contents of 
Resolution 706 (1991) adopted by 
the Security Council on 15 August 
1991. 

The Resolution gives the 
Security Council - in effect the 
United States and its allies- total 
control and dominance over the 
natural r esources and the 
economic life of an independent, 
sovereign state. Indeed, the 
Resolution h as reduced Iraq to a 
status which is even more 



demeaning than that of a state 
under trusteeship. This is a clear 
violation of the UN Charter itself. 

There is no reason why the 
Iraqi government and people 
should not be allowed to exercise 
control over the production and 
distribution of their petroleum, 
which is their main income 
earner. Even if the Iraqis remain 
in charge of their own natural 
resource, it would still be possible 
for the UN to ensure that all the 
terms of various Security Council 
resolutions on compensation for 
victims of the War, the return of 
Kuwaiti assets, etc, are fulfilled. 

It is obvious that the real pur
pose of Resolution 706 is to exer
cise economic and, in the ultimate 
analysis, political control over 
Iraq in pursuit of the strategic 
goals of the United States and its 
allies. It is a Resolution which 
seeks to humiliate a people who 
refuse to "lww-tow" to the United 
States. It is a shame that the UN 
has once again been used for such 
a vile, vicious purpose. 

The least that you can do, Your 
Excellency, is to draw the atten
tion of both the Security Council 
and the General Assembly to the 
malicious intent of the Resolution 
and perhaps, persuade the 
Security Council to rescind it. 

With warm regards. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

llSeptember 1991 

The Third TV Network- Be 
More Balanced! 

ALIRAN hopes that the third 
network that Radio & 

Television Malaysia {RTM) intends 
to operate will go beyond American 
and European sources for informa
tion and entertainment. 

There should be much more 
news analysis, feature program
mea and cultural fare from other 
parts of Asia, Mrica and Latin 
America in the proposed third net
work and also in the two existing 

RTM networks. The efforts of the 
Prime Minister to foster South
South relations in the economic 
sphere should be reinforced" by 
constant exposure to life and 
living in the South. Malaysians -
especially those in the middle and 
upper classes - should develop 
more empathy for political, 
economic, cultural and social is
sues facing the people of the 
South. After all, 75 per cent of the 
world's population lives in the 
South. 

Towards this end, ALIRAN 
would like to suggest that RTM 
establishes closer ties with TV 
networks in various countries of 
the South. Some of these networks 
have produced excellent feature 
programmes dealing with the 

major challenges confronting the 
people of the South. 

In Malaysia, the middle and 
upper classes have very little un
derstanding of these challenges 
and how unjust policies of govern
ments in the North affect the 
South. If we do not take concrete 
measures to overcome their ig
norance, they'll continue to be un
thinking, uncritical worshippers 
of the superficial aspects of 
Western culture. 

Dr Hamima Dona Mustafa 
ExcoMember 

23 September 

ALJRAN FORUM 

on 

WAWASAN 2020-
Suatu Penilaian 

8.30 pm, 26 October 1991 

at the 
Dewan Kedah Indian Association (KIA) 

69, Lebohraya Sultan Abdul Halim 
Alor Setar. Keodah 

• VBM Tengku Razoleigh Homzah 
• VB Ustaz Haji Fadzil Noor 
• VB Datuk Dr Afifuddin Omor 
• Dr Chandra Muzaffar 

AU are welcome. 
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Abdul Taib Mahmud _..,....,_ 
~..,_;;:: ... at the opening of • .urau: Same ofd brand of 

1991. 
For some pundits therefore, the 

1991 elections were essentially an 
exercise for the Dayaks to deter
mine which of the parties they 
desired to represent them. 

Apart from these concerns it 
did not appear that the electi~s 
would offer anything more. There 
was no expectation that the system 
of government after the elections 
would become any more 
democratic, the economy any more 
people-ori.ented, or that the peoples 
of Malays .a any more united. 

As we now know, the BN3 won 
49 ofthe 56 seats (PBB- 27; SUPP 
- 16; and SNAP - 6) and polled 
some 61.7% of the total votes cast 
For its part, thePBDS poUed 21.5% 
of the total votes cast and won 
seven seats. Although polling 
~.6% of the total votes, the DAP, 
~ike the other opposition parties and 
mdependent candidates did not win 
any seats. Hence the BN3 gained a 
two-thirds majority. 

. These results were a big disap
pomtment for the PBDS which had 
aspired to replace the BN3 at the 
helm. Indeed, it now appears that 
the majority of Dayaks preferred to 
be represented by the BN3 parties 
rather than by the PBDS. How 
does one explain the BN3's vic
lory? 

The BN3's Explanation 
According to the BN3 and 

federal BN leaders, the PBDS' 
defeat was essentially a rejection by 
the Sarawakians, including the 
Dayaks, of "the politics of 
racialism". lt was a vindication 
they claimed, of the "politics oi 
multiracia/ism" within the BN 
framework. Furthermore, the 
BN3 's victory was seen to be a vic
tory for the "politics of develop
ment'' which had been espoused 
and practised by the BN3 state 
government under Chief Minister 
Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahmud since 
1981, and which was now linked to 
Prime Minister Dr Mahathir's 
"Vision 2020". 

While it is true that the PBDS is 
a mono~ethnic party, and did harp 
on the nghts of the Dayaks in their 
campaigns, it was certainly not uni
que in the Malaysian political set
ting. 

The SUPP's campaign, as well 
as the PBS's to a certain extent, 
were also tainted with specific ap
peals to the Chinese and Malay
Melanau ethnic groups 
respectively. This was especially 
true when they shared the platforms 
with their peninsula-based BN al
lies who brought into the Sarawak 
campaign the usual peninsula brand 
of distasteful ethnic politics. The 
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speeches by UMNO, MCA, MIC 
and Gerakan leaders were cases in 
point 

At any rate, not unlike the 
PBDS which, through its Chinese 
Affairs Consultative Committee 
now claims to be multi-ethnic i~ 
orie~tation but is clearly Dayak
dommated, the PBB is dominated 
by. Melanau-Malays although it 
clauns to represent all bumiputera. 
Similarly, although the SUPP is 
clear! Y controlled by Chinese none
theless, it claims to be multi-ethnic. 
It is only SNAP which is more 
multi-ethnic compared to the other 
parties although its supporters are 
mainly Dayaks. 

The only real difference be
tween the PBDS and the others is 
that ~t did ~ot participate in a larger 
mulll-ethmc grouping like the BN3 
and therefore could not claim to be 
advocating national unity and 
multi-ethnic harmony (even though 
the component parties within the 
BN3 independently perpetuate and 
further polarise the situation 
through their mono-ethnic struc
tures and struggles). Thus the 
PBDS left itself open to criticism 
that it was "fanning racism". The 
various accusations levelled at 
PBDS were that it had quit the state 
BN government in 1987, had 
launched its Project Chief Minister 
1991 thereby insisting upon the 
need for a Dayak Chief Minister, 
had highlighted the poverty of 
Dayaks and their land problems, 
and soon. •· 

Related to the above were the 
allegations, including the one by 
the Deputy Prime Minister Ghafar 
Saba that there were also anti-na
tional elements within the PBDS 
since three of the PBDS candidates 
who were environmentalists were 
accused of having worked with the 
foreign anti-logging campaign in 
embarrassing the Malaysian 
government abroad. To some ex
tent this consideration helped to 
sway votes away from the PBDS 
too. 

Likewise, much was made in 



the media through advertisements, 
feature articles (often by 
anonymous writers), and news 
reports of how the BN3 stood for 
development. For instance, the 
Sarawak State Economic Develop
ment Corporation took out an eight
page full colour advertisement, and 
Pelita (the Land Custody and 
Development Authority) a two
page equivalent, extolling the 
development they had brought to 
the state. 

The newspapers reported on 
development projects which had 
been completed and officially 
declared open recently, and high
lighted projects about to be 
launched. The most spectacular of 
the latter included the proposed 
construction of a second coastal 
highway costing $400 million that 
would link Lundu to Kuala Bakam 
in Miri Division; the allocation of 
$120 million for the new Bintulu 
airport; the signing of a $138 mil
lion management Consultancy con
tract between Petronas and a British 
flCill to prepare for the $8.6 billion 
LNG-2 new plant in Bintulu; a 
promise to allocate $60 million for 
the development of Batu Lintang 
(where DAP leader Sim Kwang 
Yang was contesting); and, of 
course, the promise by the Minister 
of Education that Sarawak would 
be given its own full-fledged 
university under the Sixth Malaysia 
Plan. 

There were also numerous news 
stories of earth-breaking and foun
dation-stone-laying ceremonies in
volving bridges, roods. schools, 
mosques, irrigation and resettle
ment schemes, civic centres and 
recreation parks. Fmally, Deputy 
Prime Minister Ghafar Baba 
promised to "top up" the $3 billion 
already allocated to Sarawak under 
the Sixth Malaysia Plan should that 
be necessary. 

Thus if it is claimed that the 
"politics of dtvelopment" swayed 
the electorate to vote for the BN3, 
it was partly because the BN3 was 
made to appear pro-development. 

Accordingly, the PBDS was made 
to appear either without any coq
crete plans for development, or 
worse, being anti-development 

Money, Machinery lUid Media 
But the explanation for the 

BN3's victory lies elsewhere. It is 
in part the sao1e old tale of a mix of 
"buying votes" through the promise 
of development projects; continued 
use of government facilities even 
after the assembly had been dis
solved and the incumbent was 
simply a caretaker-government; 
control of the media by the BN3 and 
the BN (extending in this case to 
control over the three major local 
newspapers - the Sarawak Tribune, 
People's Mirror and the Bornto 
Post); and greater access to funds 
and hence more formidable elec
toral machineries. As an opposi
tion party therefore, the PBDS was 
severely handicapped. Assuming 
that there occurred no improprieties 
- and there is no evidence that this 
occurred to any great extent. there 
is another factor to consider. 

Project Chief Miniskr 
Sarawak 1991 

Notwithstanding its ambitious 
"Project Chief Minister Sarawak 
1991", the PBDS could not in fact 
have come to power single-handed
ly. Even if the Dayak members and 
its Chinese associates contesting 
under the PBDS banner had won 
enough seats to come to power 
technically, nonetheless the BN 
federal government to which the 
PBDS was allied, would not have 
allowed it to assume power without 
adequate Muslim representation. 
Hence it was deduced that the 
PBDS leaders harboured hopes that 
enough elected assemblymen from 
the BN3 would be willing to join 
them in a coalition government of 
sorts. 

But with the State's constitu
tional amendment banning such 
"ltap{rogging" from one party to 
another, it does not appear that this 
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was a viable option either. The 
only viable option, therefore, was 
for the PBDS to join the BN3 after 
the elections. The constitutional 
technicality could probably be cir
cumvented by insisting that the 
PBDS was already a member of the 
BN at the federal level. However, 
such an option did not guarantee 
that the PBDS would win itself the 
plumb job of Chief Minister. Forit 
was quite clear that the SUPP 
leaders have been in full support of 
Taib even before the "Ming Court" 
affair of 1987. Indeed, the SUPP 
leaders have been amply rewarded 
through important appointments 
and concessions over the past years. 

It appears therefore that the 
PBDS leaders had completely mis
calculated on the-arithmetics of a 
mono-ethnic party coming to 
power in multi-ethnic Sarawak. 
They might have been misled by 
their favourable performance in the 
1987 state elections which, from 
hindsight, appears to have been on 
account of its partnership with Per
mas which. in tum. persuaded the 
Dayak electorate in particular to 
support it then because there was 
the real possibility of a change in 
government 

But since there occurred so 
much confusion over the PBDS' 
"Project Chief Ministtr", the pos
sibility of change appeared remote. 
And if this was so. the people would 
only stand to lose by voting for the 
opposition. For they knew well 
from past experience that the 
government could deny them 
various socio-economic benefits 
and services. Such considerations, 
therefore, must have crossed the 
minds of certain sectors of the elec
torate especially since BN federal 
leaders like Ghafar Baba, Anwar 
Ibrahim and Mohammad Rahmat 
began to voice full support for the 
BN3 government under Taib's 
leadership and threatened a cut of 
funds if good relations between the 
federal and state governments were 
jeopardised. 

The fact that PBDS chief Leo 



Moggie did not resign his Federal 
Cabinet post to contest the state 
elections further added to the con
fusion. In the absence of Moggie, 
thePBDS offered no potential can
didate for the Chief Ministership of 
equivalent standing to Taib. 
Moreover, the BN3 and the media 
that it controlled also made heavy 
weather of the PBDS' manifesto 
which they characterised as 
bankrupt of development ideas. 
Partly because of the controlled 
media, thePBDS was not seen to be 
replying to these and many other 
queries raised by the BN3 to con
fuse the voters. 

Thus the Sarawak public, like 
their counterparts in most other 
parts of Malaysia, voted for 
stability and continued economic 
benefits. 

Perils of Power Politics 
The experience of the PBDS 

merits comment from yet another 
vantage point. Not unlike Seman
gat 46 in the 1990 General Elec
tions, the PBDS also was too 
attracted to a "politics of power". 
Thus, instead of appreciating the 
important role that they might have 
to play as an opposition and ensure 
a more responsible, just, 
democratic and responsive system 
of government in the long term, 
their energies and concerns were 
principally directed towards gain
ing power as soon as possible even 
if they assumed the characteristics 
of their opponents. In other words, 
they were not very different from 
the BN3 leaders and so offered no 
real alternative whatsoever. Hence 
just like Semangat 46's unrealistic 
claim to take over power in 1990, 
the PBDS, (miscalculations and 
confusion notwithstanding), did 
not try to redefine its priorities. 

With the "politics of power" 
taking precedence, political prin
ciples and therefore the people, be
came the victims. Indeed, the most 
disappointing thing about the elec
tions was that the serious problems 
of nepotism and corruption, con-

centration of wealth in the hands of 
a few and widespread rural poverty, 
and the question of maintaining' a 
proper balance between develop-. 
ment and protection of our natural 
environment were not adequately 
addressed. 

Towards anAitemative? 
At this point the future of the 

PBDS appears to be in a limbo. Its 
attempt to rejoin the state govern
ment after its poor performance has 
been spumed by Taib and his BN3 

colleagues, at least for the time 
being. Now that the attempt to 
bring about change on behalf of the 
rural poor in Sarawak through ~ 
mono-ethnic party has been beaten 
back, one hopes that an alternative 
party equally concerned about 
socio-economic justice and clean 
government, as well as freedom and 
solidarity may soon emerge. But 
such a partt_must also be a multi
ethnic one .• 

RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS NOW 
A/iran Monthly to cost more w.e.f. 1992 

To All Aliran Monthly Readers, 

As from 1 Jan 1992 the priccoftheA/iranMonthlywiU be raised 
from $1.00 to $1.50 per copy. 

The new subscription rates will be as follows w.e.f. 1 January 
1992: 

1 year's subscription $15.50 
2 years' subscription $30.50 

But if you order or renew your subscription BEFORE 31 
December 1991, we offer you the old rates: 

-1 year's subscription $10.50 
-2 years' subscription $20.50 

We have held off from raising the price for as long as we could 
but we cannot hold it off any longer. In fact, the price of the A/iran 
Monthly has not gone up since 1984. As a result of inflation we are 
now selling the Aliran Monthly at a 28% discount to what it cost in 
real terms in 1984. Furthermore, the cost of printing has gone up for 
we have switched to desk-top publishing which allows for more 
attractive layouts and use of better quality paper. We wish to mention 
that the editorial board works on a voluntary basis, we do not carry 
advertisements in our magazine, and the postage rate is also going 
up. 

Despite the price hike, we can assure that you are subscribing 
not only to a rich source of information but, more important, "the 
other view". In all our articles, we have tried to provide you with 
in-depth analyses of current events, using perspectives different 
from those often used in the mainstream media. We also have 
provided you with reports of very current issues and events, like the 
recent by-elections in Prai, Kelantan, and state-elections in Sarawak. 
Subscribe now and get a discount! -EditoriiJl Board-
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