


VISION 2020: Perfect 
Vision with a Slight Flaw? 

Discussions and public 
policy pronouncements 
since Vision 2020 was first 
made public indicate that 
the greatest priority has 
been accorded to the 
attainment of the economic 
goals of Dr. Mahathir's 
vision. In this article, SSP 
argues that this 
over-emphasis on economic 
growth may result in a 
distorted vision which may 
create a number of social 
problerm. Instead the 
writer calls for making the 
attainment of an ethical 
and moral society based on 
universal spiritual values 
that are found in our 
religions as our primary 
goal for the future. 

I
t is more than six months since 
Dato' Scri Dr. Mahathir 
Mohamad presented a working 

paper on his vision of Malaysia in the 
year 2020 at the inaugural meeting of 
the Malaysian Business Council. 
Since then we have been flooded 
with newspaper articles. speeches 
and broadcasts on Vision 2020 which 
also became the theme of this year's 
National Day celebrations. The reac
tion in the mainstream media to 
vision 2020 has been ~ expected: 
unquestioning acceptance and plenty 
of pmise. However, in the concluding 
paragraph of his paper Dr. Mahalhir 
expressed his hope that the public 
"will discuss this agenda and criticise 
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BUILDING YET ANOTHER FACTORY IN BAY AN LEPAS, PENANG: It is h•d to 
de~op a psychologically-liberated society when most Malaysians will be 
wortting in foreign-owned concerns by 2020. 

or improve on it." This article is a 
response to that call of his for a criti
cal evaluation of his vision 2020. 

What is vision 2020? 
The basic quest in his paper is 

to make Malaysia a developed 
country by the year 2020. The 
Prime Minister's dcfmition of a 
developed society is centred around 
nine strategic challenges of creat
ing: l) an united Malaysian nation 
which is territorially and ethnically 
integrated; 2) a psychologically 
liberated and secure society that is 
self-confident; 3) a mature 
democratic society; 4) a moral and 
ethical society imbued with 
religious and spiritual values; 5) a 
liberJI and tolerant society in which 
Malaysians respect each other's 
creeds and customs; 6) a scientific 
and progressive society that is in
novative and forward-looking; 7) a 
caring society in which the welfare 
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ofpeoplercvolvesaround the fami
ly and not the individual or state; 8) 
an economically just society; and 
finally 9) a prosperous society with 
a competitive, dynamic, robust and 
resilient economy. 

Need for prioriJy 
On the whole the list of challen

ges is comprehensive and 
reasonably well-balanced though 
there have been some notable omis
sions. For example. no mention is 
made in the entire paper about 
women's issues. Of the nine chal
lenges, the last two specifically ad
dress economic problems while the 
remaining seven arc related to so
cial issues. However, there is no 
explicit indication of the priority of 
these challenges. This is a major 
weakness of the paper because con
tradictions can arise if equal em
phasis is given to all the nine 
challenges listed there. 



cally competitive. The paper 
does not state how can there 
be a balance between sharing 
and competition. Another 
contradiction exists between 
the last two challenges listed 

f above. Is economic growth 
and prosperity more impor
tant than a fair and equitable 
distribution of economic 
wealth? These and other con
tradictions show that a clear 
and explicit indication of 
priority is important. 

One of the most fun
damental challenge is the ftrst 

• one on the list, i.e., the estab
lishment of an united 
Malaysia with a sense of 
common and shared destiny -

VI NT AGE CARS CRUISE ELEGANTLY PAST AN ADMIRING CROWD DURING 
PENANG'S CITY-ON-PARADE CELEBRATION; 

AN ORANG ASU FAMILY WAITS TO SELL ITS MEAGRE HARVEST OF BAMBOO 
SHOOTS TO THE PASSING MOTORIST ON THE WAY TO CAMERON 
HIGHLANDS: 

Economic grow1h must encompass fair and equitable distribution of wealth. 

For example, in the social 
aspect we are asked to evolve into 
"a fully caring society and a caring 
culture" and develop "a social sys
tem in which society will come 
before self." Yet at the same time 
we are encouraged to be.economi-

something which Dr. Mahathir 
himself acknowledges. In trying to 
achieve national unity, develop
meTlt must take place in all aspects 
of human life, i.e., spiritual, cul
tural. social and economic. Thus 
our future should not be centred on 
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" ... our future should 
not be centred on 

economic 
development 

only ... high economic 
growth rates, 

particularly if it is 
caused by large 

scale foreign 
investment, can 

make it much more 
difficult ... to attain 

some of the ... social 
goals." 

economic development only. In 
fact in para 18 of his paper Dr. 
Mahathir categorically states that 
"Economic development must not 
become the be-ali and the end-all of 
our national endeavours." 

Economic Growth is No. 1 
Unfortunately, most of his 91-

paragraph paper focuses only on 
the last two challenges. i.e., the 
creation of an economically just 
society and the establishment of a 
competitive and dynamic 
economy. This overemphasis on 
the economic agenda of his vision 
2020 could have been due to the 
fact that he was addressing a group 
of businessmen. However, public 
pronouncements and actions since 
then seem to equate vision 2020 
with t11e attainment of an economi
cally developed country. In other 
words, there is an implicit priority 
in Dr. Mahathir's vision 2020 
which puts the economic aspects 
above the social challenges listed in 
his paper. In particular the recom
mendation in his paper that we 
should target for an annual real 
growth rate of seven percent in 
order to quadruple Malaysia's real 



income per capita by the year 2020 
has become synonymous with 
Vision 2020. An examination of the 
Outline Perspective Plan 2 and the 
Sixth Malaysia Plan which were 
both introduced after vision 2020 
clearly shows that economic 
development is given the highest 
priority. 

What is wrong in focusing on 
the economic goals and de-em
phasising the social goals in his 
Vision 2020? High economic 
growth rates, particularly if it is 
caused by large-scale foreign in
vestment, can make it much more 
difficult or even impossible to at
tain some of the other social goals. 
We will discuss a few examples to 
illustrate this. 

A psychologically liberated 
society in 2020? 

The second challenge listed by 
Dr. Mahathir is the establishment of 
a psychologically liberated, secure 
and self-confident society which is 
subservient to none. How can we 
attain this goal when our economy 
is and will be even more dominated 
by foreigners and when most 
Malaysians will be working in 
foreign owned companies by the 
year 2020? They will be daily salut
ing MacDonald's and Matsushita's 
flags and yet are expected to be
come psychologically liberated 
from foreign dominance. Our life 
styles and tastes are being con
tinuously re-fashioned to the 
desires and dictates of corporate 
moguls in New York, Tokyo, 
Taipeh and Singapore, and yet we 
are expected to be self-confident 
and subservient to none. How can 
this be? 

Development of indigenous 
technology will also be slowed 
down if our economy and industry 
are dominated by foreigners. They 
will have little or no interest in 
developing locally owned in
digenous technology since they 
will be bringing their own technol
ogy. Indigenous technology may be 

"Our life styles and 
tastes are being 

continuously 
re-fashioned to the 

desires and dictates 
of corporate moguls 
in New York, Tokyo, 

Taipeh and 
Singapore, and yet 
we are expected to 

be self-confident and 
subservient to none. 
How can this be?" 

stifled due to the lack of local capi
tal and industry sponsorship unless 
remedial measures are taken. 

Ethical society in 2020? 
In Vision 2020, there has been 

some talk of creating a fully moral 
and ethical society. whose citizens 
are imbued with the highest ethical 
standards. It is impossible to attain 
this goal when so much stress is laid 
on achieving a seven percent per 
annum growth rate and on quadru
pling our income per capita in thirty 
years in our capitalist economy. 
Such glorification of materialism 
will inevitably lead to greed being 
the dominant value in our society 
which is the very antithesis of the 
common spiritual values found in 
all our religions. 

Our experience in the last 20 
years when an ideology of rapid 
economic growth was promoted 
shows this to be the case. 20 or 30 
years ago, one's material well
being did nO( contribute much to 
one's social standing in Malaysian 
society: Individuals were given 
respect for their intrinsic qualities. 
For example, a good teacher how
ever lowly paid could command a 
lot of respect from his or her local 
community. Today the hero is the 
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one who makes the most money in 
whatever career or profession he or 
she is in, be it sports, politics, 
academia or the professions. The 
argument is simple: if you cannot 
make a lot of money, then you can
not be that good. It does not matter 
whether you made the money by 
ethical means or noL Able profes
sionals who do not quit the govern
ment service for the financially 
more lucrative openings in the 
private sector are seen as naive in
dividuals. Individuals who give up 
a materially affluent life and make 
financial sacrifices to pursue and 
promote their strong beliefs in 
causes like environment, con
sumerism. religion, human rights or 
democracy arc viewed with 
suspicion and castigated as irration
al people who are against develop
ment. 

In other words, one's value to 
society is now predominantly 
measured in terms of his or her 
wealth and earning power. This is 
going to become even worse under 
the very economistic ideology that 
is presently being propagated by 
our leaders. In such an environment 
it is very difficult to foster ethical 
and moral values amongst our 
citizens. Financial scandals will 
continue to be commonplace. 

Denwcrotic society in 2020? 
Vision 2020 also talks about 

creating a democratic society. In 
such a society fundamental 
freedoms such as the freedom of 
speech, freedom of association and 
freedom of press should flourish. 
Given our past experience with the 
political leadership in Malaysia, 1 
am afraid that many of our 
democratic rights will increasingly 
be sacrificed on the altar of rapid 
economic growth to attain Vision 
2020. For example, it is quite cer
tain that laws prohibiting the for
mation of trade unions in many 
sectors of the economy will con
tinue to be on the books on the 
ground that it is needed to promote 
foreign investment, which in tum is 



Penang, Johore and the 
Federal Territory of Kuala 
Lumpur which were already 
more economically 
developed benefited the 
most from the rapid in
dustrialisation experienced 
by Malaysia. This may lead 
to an increasing sense of 
isolation in the have-not 
states which may be part of 
the explanation for anti
federal government mood in 
states like Kelantan, 
Trengganu, Sabah and 
Sarawak. 

MAKING BATIK IN KELANT AN: In a scenario of uncontroUed economic acceleration, lack 
of capital and skills in have-not states may lead to regional polarization. 

We are not arguing here 
that rapid economic growth 
will necessarily lead to in
creased ethnic and regional 
polarisation. If other 
remedial measures are 
taken, such polarisation can 
be reduced. 

needed to attain the magical seven 
percent growth rate. This is a direct 
transgression of the freedom to as
sociate. Freedom of dissent will 
continue to be suppressed on the 
ground that it is a threatto stability, 
which is needed for luring foreign 
investors, who in tum are needed to 
reach the magical seven percent 
growth rate. 

Natronal unity in 2020? 
As we mentioned earlier, na

tional unity is an important goal. 
We have often heard the argument 
that rapid economic growth is a pre
requisite for national unity since in 
an expanding economy, increased 
employment and investment oppor
tunities may reduce tension be
tween the various ethnic 
communities. However in an un
regulated free enterprise system in
dividuals, group~ or regions that 
have better capital and skill endow
ments will prosper at a faster rate 
than the rest. This has some serious 
implications in terms of wealth and 
income gaps among our citizens. 
From a class perspective, the upper 

and middle classes will accumulate 
wealth at a faster rate under such an 
economic regime. Thus the gap be
tween these classes and the lower 
class will widen substantially. 

From an ethnic viewpoint, the 
Chinese community in general is 
better endowed in terms of capital 
and skills compared to the other 
ethnic groups in the country for 
various historical reasons. Thus in 
a totally uncontrolled economic en
vironment that is experiencing 
rapid growth, the Chinese 
community's average wealth and 
income levels will grow at a much 
faster pace than those of the 
Bumiputras, Indians and other eth
nic communities. This may create a 
sense of relative deprivation in 
these latter communities which 
may increase inter-ethnic tensions. 

From a regional perspective. the 
west coast of the peninsula is far 
better endowed with both capital 
and skills. Thus it will experience 
a faster growth rate, widening the 
gap between the regions. In fact this 
has been the situation in the last two 
decades where states like Selangor, 
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An alternative vision 
We will briefly outline here an 

alternative vision which will be 
elaborated in a future article. What 
then is the alternative? The focus of 
Vision 2020 should be the creation 
of an ethical and moral society in 
the fullest sense of the phrase. Such 
a society would have economic 
growth which is sustainable from 
the environmental viewpoint. It 
will be extremely sensitive to the 
destruction of our air, water and 
forest resources. This is a natural 
outgrowth from the focus on crea
tion of a spiritual society. In all our 
religious traditions, we are asked to 
live with nature and to treat nature 
with respect. It will be a society 
where economic pursuits will be 
within ethical boundaries. It will 
emphasise economic activities that 
satisfy the basic needs of the vast 
majority of the population. It may 
result in a lower economic growth 
rate but will definitely lead to a 
better place to live in for our 
children and grandchildren. •!• 



Heart-to-Heart 

Malaysians Wherever We Are 

L
ife in Japan w~ a great 
experience for me in 
tenns of what being a 

Malaysian meant In the one
and-a-half years that I ~ 
there recently under a 
teachers' programme, I 
stopped considering myself 
an Indian, although I w~ 
often mistaken for one. I 
began to call myself a 
Malaysian. 

I spent the first six 
months in Osaka, learning 
the Japanese language, 
living in an international 
student community. Yet. it 
w~ the Malaysians under 
the same programme that I 
sought out We provided .I 
each other support, a touch A! THE MA~YSI~ REST AU~ IN CHIBA, JAPAN: I learnt that despite being of 

dtfferent ethn1c orlgtns, Malaystans do have unique characteristics that set us apart. of home, slipping uncoun
sciously into Bahasa 
Malaysia. The ethnic dif
ferences melted in the larger con
text of the Malaysian backdrop of 
open homes/rooms and a feeling of 
family crept in. 

Soon it w~ time to go to our 
respective universities. For me, 
Chiba. 38 minutes by train to Tokyo 
station, w~ to become home for the 
next one year of my stay in Japan. 
Life in Chiba contrasted drastically 
with that in Osaka at flfSt. For one, 
I arrived in the foreign student dor
mitory in cast and crutches due to a 
ligament tear and it w~ the other 
teachers from my Osaka group 
whom I turned to for help. Despite 
our varied backgrounds and lan
guages, the same programme and 
the similar experiences to be shared 
bonded us. I could not seek 
Malaysians out for a simple reason 
- what did we Malaysians look like? 
They were easily mistaken for 
Chinese, Taiwanese, Indonesians 

DEEPAVAU PARTY IN MY ROOM WITH ROSNAH(SECOND FROM LEFl), QIN 
FROM CHINA AND CAMARA. FROM NEW GUINEA. 

... they in tum passed me by, taking 
me to be an Indian, a Pakistani ... 

All that changed when Rosnah 
came to my room. She knew of me 
through Kak Kao, my "sempai" 
(senior). I stayed in Kao' s room and 
received~ "inheritance" from her, 
a bicycle, stove ... as is the tradition 
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in these universities. You can be 
sure it was much appreciated, this 
feeling of being cared for. Ros im
mediately introduced me to the 
other Malaysians asKak. With that, 
I was warmly welcomed into the 
Chiba University Malaysian com
munity. Back in Malaysia I am 



Alla (Tamil foe elder sister) which 
often extended to my sisters' 
friends as well. So being called K ak 
T felt I was among my younger 
brothers and sisters. 

The MaJaysians were a close lot 
and they had a committee that or
ganized get-togelhers in true 
Malaysian style for Hari Raya, 
Chinese New Year and welcome 
graduation parties. We had 
Malaysian food stalls, talks and 
perfocmed Malaysian dances at the 
community center. Despite their 
busy schedule of study and arbeito 
(part-time work) there was always 
time for a smile, small talk and tea, 
help and advice. Chong, a Masters 
student would give me a ride to the 
university if he was around, intr(}
ducing me to his Japanese friends. 
The same wann welcome was ex
tended to Mum when she came to 
stay with me for a month. She was 
Makcik (the other foreign students 
called her Okaasan - mother in 
Japanese) and was included in the 
University festivaJ , helping at the 
stall. She was invited to a 
Malaysian dinner where she was 
the only non-student 

Calling All AM · 
Subscntiers ... 

Please state your refenn:e 
m:nber (citcled as shown here) 
whenever you renew your sub
ICI'iplion or change your address! 

Your~ is much., 
preciatcd as this wW speed up the 
renewal and locatin& .,..ocess. 

" 
l:lf--.. •• 
... """": 

Mum 1oo WM wwmly welcomed into 
the Ualaysiwl community. H .. she 
mak• cuny puff• with Him• •• the 
Ualayaian std during the University 
F•tival. 

My memories of these beautiful 
Malaysians are too many to recount 
yet I want to add just one. T panic 
easily when it comes to cooking 
and once when asked to prepare 
Malaysian dishes, I solved it by 
saying, "HeyRos, bolth tolong Kak 

P.AIIANATHAN 
li4 JAlAN GAJAH 
11200 TAHJUHG TOKOHG 
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masalc tak?" She readily replied, 
"Bila Kak, sekarang? Boleh." 

I learnt then that despite being 
of different ethnic origins, 
Malaysians do have unique charac
teristics that set us apart. We smile 
easily, help willingly and accept 
readily someone who is different. 
When asked why this was so, the 
answer was, "Well Kak, in 
Malaysia we are so used to people 
who are different being our friends .. 

Now back in MaJaysia I try to 
stop myself from classifying people 
and learn to see them instead as 
people with a capacity to love and 
grow. I begin to be aware of good 
little things. such as four-year old 
Audrey Ooi making herself at home 
in my house and calling Mum 
"patti". Another four-year old sits 
herself confidently in a Buddhist 
home and talks to the two "tots". I 
am awakened to how easily one 
can allow oneself to be divided by 
politics when what is important is 
that we remain a people with a heart 
full of love!+ 

Pushpa Pooodam 

DR 110HD NOR CHE NOH 
UNIVERSITY BRUNEI DAP.UlSAtAI1 
FACUlTY OF EDUCATION 
6ADOH6 3186 
BRUNEI DARUSALAK 
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PRAI VOTERS CHEATED 

W hat is there for the Bansan to be 
proud of for winning the by

election in Prai? The people had not voted 
for the MIC or its candidate but only for 
the Barisan. Why?ltwas the Barisan who 
bribed the people ofPrai with money and 
bags of rice. The market area at Chai Leng 
Park was cleaned, the toilets were 
re-painted and the roads around that area 
were repaired. This had led the Chinese to 
sway towards the Barisan. 

But mysteriously the evening of the 
election day the steam rollers and bull 
dozers went off. All work came to a stop 
and half of the roads were left on
repaired. 

Just before the election a task force 
was sent to clear the rubbish and clean 
the drains. Why wasn't this done during 
or after the general elections? 

This is clear proof how the people 
are bribed and cheated. 

At the end of June 1991 , the Enfor
cement Officers from Majlis Perban
daran Seberang Perai (MPSP) served 
compound notices on residents at 
Lorong 29 and 31, without prior warn
ings, for not having dustbins. But the 
houses at the other lorongs were not 
served these notices. These officers had 
told the residents that after the by-elec
tion and if the Barisan won the collec
tion of ref usc and the cleaning of drains 
would be taken over by the MPSP. The 
by-election is over and the Barisan had 
won but the refuse collection is shll 
being done by some contractors and the 
drains have not been cleaned. 

The people now rcali\c that they 
voted wrongly and that they had been 
cheated. If not for Karpal Singh stand-

ing in this area. all these repairing of 
roads, cleaning of drains and repainting 
of the toilets in the market would not 
have taken place. 

The people should realise that a 
good and strong opposition is necessary 
to keep a check on the Barisan govern
ment and its ministers. 

A Resident 
C/ /AI LENG PARK, PRAI 

AVOID ANTlBIOnCS FOR 
MINOR ILLNESSES 

I refer to the letter by Y cap Boon Chye, 
the executive director of the 

Malaysian Pharmaceutical Trade and 
Manufacturers Association, captioned 
"No dumping of medicines in Malaysia" 
(NST Sept 13, 1990). Unfortunately this 
letter has not in any way removed my 
great fear that medicines are being 
irrationally used in Malaysia, particularly 
children's medicines. I refer to several 
feature articles that appeared in the NST 
- Facts to save young lives (2(l August 
1990); Better treatment to diarrhoea, dos 
and don'ts (20 August 1990); Falacies of 
vitamin therapy (6 September 1990). 

This series of articles based on an 
international meeting provided us. 
laymen, with a wealth of very useful 
information. We were told by eminent 
medical personnel. including 
specialists from Malay~ia, that a 
majority of the common and mild ill
nesses in children can be treated with 
simple household remedies without the 
use of antibiotics and other strong 
medicines which have the potential to 
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harm children. We have also been in
formed that th1~ i~ strongly supported 
by experts from the World Health Or
ganization, the foremost inter
governmental authority on matters 
related to health and medicines. 

Inspite of what we read in the 
papers, general practitioners continue 
to treat children with fever, cough, cold 
or diarrhoea w1th strong antibiotics. 
This is what frightens Malaysians. The 
Malaysian Medical Association has not 
been very helpful in dispelling the 
genuine fears people have regarding the 
irrational use of drugs. Neither has the 
Ministry of Health! 

Andrew Aeria 
PENANG 

IS THERE HOPE? 

I must confc.ss th.1t although what 
Aliran i~ doing is commendable, 

especially with aU the obstacles put in its 
path by vested interests, I feel rather very 
strongly that aU these effort~ arc not going 
to pay - not now, not in the future, not ever. 

I am 46 years old and have seen it 
for myself all these years - the way 
things have changed and also the way 
things are being manipulated. 

I feel rather bad to throw cold water 
on your efforts under such trying cir
c umstances. But tell me frankly - is 
there a hope at all? I mean, is there a 
hope for all those thinking Malaysians 
- especially for those people who 
believe in principles, human right~. rule 
of Jaw? What hope for the simple and 
decent people who do not believe in 
ethnicity? 

Even when I was in my teens I was 
not ethnically inclined. I served in the 
armed forces for 13 years. It was a big 
mistake of my life. 

Then I was overseas. It did not sink 
into me until I returned home about 9 
years ago how things have taken a turn 
for the worse. 

Now, despite trying to be non-eth
nic, I feel inclined to be ethnic. I feel I 
am being forced into iL 

Ethnicity is so blatant in our daily 
Jives that one gets the impression that 
our political leaders want us to accept it 
as the norm. How arc we going to 
counter this tragedy? 

I feel really hopeless and frustrated 
as I sec the younger generation with 
ba~ically nothing intellectual about 



them and their tunnel vision and com· 
plete lack of principles. 

I admit it's not right or being fair to 
overgeneralize but I must say most 
people simply couldn't care less. All I 
can say is that I have tried my best to be 
a true Malaysian and in the course of it 
I paid a heavy price for it in my career. 
Should one have to pay such a price for 
being principled'! Of couse, what hap
pened to me is nothing compared to Dr 
Chandra and others who were incar
cerated tluough the ISA. Anyway, I do 
not want to go on about this as there is 
no end to it. 

Although I feel the situation is 
hopeless, I still support your cause 
which is honourable but some of what 
you say is not fair and debatable. At 
least I must give my moral support. Of 
late people had been upset and had 
withdrawn their subscriptions over the 
Gulf. 

I wonder if Aliran and Dr Chandra 
have really read the Thi.rullural and 
other such books or do they only read 
books written by Muslim scholars'! 

R Thangaraju 
SARAWAK 

ABUSE OF POWER? 

As an expatriate living in Malaysia. 
I am wri ting to express my 

concern at the way in which police 
offx:ers in this country seem to arbitrarily 
stop motorists and effectively demand 
bribes. A common experience when I 
have been travelling with friends is as 
follows: an officer asks us to stop, the 
driver gets out of the car and the officer 
proceeds to • invent' an offence. expecting 
the driver to pay him off rather than incur 
the expense and inconvenience of going 
to court. 

Not only is this clearly an unethical 
abuse of power and responsibility, it 
gives rise to other serious grounds for 
concern. Firstly, the police often carry 
out this practice on the highway. forcmg 
drivers to make a sudden stop. This is a 
dangerous practice to encourage on a 
carriageway designed for traffic to 
travel at high speed. Secondly, I have 
myself on occasions been stopped and 
q~~estioned by officers who gtve no 
reason for detaining me and who 
proceed to ask a number of pcr:.onal 
questions such as where I live and 
whether I live alone. In one case this 

occurred late at night in a fairly remote 
area of town and the officer in question 
was not easily identifiable as a 
policeman. After reading of the recent 
case of a rapist posing as a repre
sentative of the law, the implications of 
such actions for women like myself are 
frightening. 

Had such incidents happened only 
once or even twice I may not have been 
prompted to write this letter. The fact is, 
however. that it appears to be a cus
tomary practice, suggesting that cor· 
ruption is endemic in an institution 
which stands to represent law and order. 
It leaves visitors to your country per· 
turbed that the aim to promote social 
justice, morality and positive national 
values will not be fulfilled unless and 
until this problem is addressed. 

'Angry Expatriate' 
NEGERI SEMBILAN 

CURB INFLUX OF 
ILLEGAL INDON 

WORKERS 

I refer to an article in the NST dated 8 
September 1990 entitled 'Plants 

looking for more lndon workers'. Was 
this article trying to hint to Malaysians 
that there would soon be an influx of 
Indonesians into the local industrial 
sector'! This is a serious matter. 
Malaysians have been disgruntled about 
illegals snatching job opportunities in 
plantations, petty trade and the 
construction sectors. 

The government finally came up 
with a scheme for employment on a 
contract basis (involving the use of 
work permits) after a bilateral agree· 
ment with Indonesia. This was mainly 
to keep track of immigrants. The 
Malaysian government's promise to its 
citizens then was that these aliens 
would only be employed in plantations 
which were experiencing an acute 
shortage of labour a~ well as in the 
construction sector. 

Eventually, estates recorded a huge 
increase in the number of workers. 
Malaysians and other permanent resi· 
dents, who had played a key role in 
building up this nation were neglected. 
Many were compelled to leave the es
tates because ·regal aliens' were 
prepared to accept lower wages with 
little or no extra benefits. 
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The government must be sincere. 
Existing vacancies should not be filled 
by aliens because of: 

*the increase m the Malaysian 
population to more than 18 million. 

*the high number of students who 
will be completing their courses. 

*the high number of school 
dropouts after secondary examinations 
(e.g. SRP and SPM). 

*the large number of Malaysians 
working in foreign countries.. especially 
Singapore. 

*The steady increase in the number 
of housewives who arc prepared to 
work in factories. 

All these factors can easily benefit 
local industries if only they could offer 
attractive wages, more favourable 
promotional opportunities and better 
fringe benefits. 

Siva 
JOHORBARU 

POWER POLmCS 

Politics is a human condition. It is 
that sign of a universal force which 

manifests itself in the world. Since man in 
his origin and true action belongs to the 
Divine. so does the politics he creates. 

The seekers or keepers of politics 
are more often possessed by it Only 
few can say that they are able to evade 
or overcome 1ts distorting influence. It 
is impossible to put a ban on politics or 
withdraw from it completely. To do so 
is an error for it might leave power in 
the hands of hostile forces. 

We are but trustees of politics not 
its possessors. Politics is with us today. 
Tomorrow it may be with someone else. 
Everything depends on the way we dis
charge it It depends on the spirit with 
which we involve ourselves in the 
political moment and with what con· 
sciousness we use it. 

We often cannot make demands on 
politics. It mstead chooses to make 
demands on us. If we choose to be 
selfless. scrupulous and exact, we cre
ate a certain kind of political life for 
ourselves. On the other hand, if we are 
corrupt and distorted we shall see politi· 
cal action constructed solely in this 
mould. Any pcrtubation of politics is 
the sure ingredient for some moral im· 
perfection and eth1cal bondage in our 
political life. 



For politics to worlc positively and 
creatively for us, we must murture a 
large, strong and free spirit, one that 
will without any hesitation catapult us 
into the pure and powerful channels of 
Supreme Power. 

Latif Kamaluddin 
PENANG 

CLEAR VISION 
NECESSARY 

May I echo the Prime Minister's 
advice regarding the Sixth 

Malaysia Plan that there is "Much more 
to be done" (NST II July)? 

''20-20 vision" is the term for per
fect eyesight and one should look clear
ly at Malaysia's situation. 

The foundation stones of a nation's 
success arc Health and Education. It is 
difficult to educate an unhealthy 
population. In Malaysia now, serious 
tropical diseases that we thought had 
been conquered like malaria, tuber
culosis and others are returning and 
spreading. A Ridsect advertisement 
listed 105 areas that are affected by 
dengue and stated that the areas are 
increasing daily. A recent advertise
ment stated that there were 2,000 cases 
last year with a 90% increase this year. 

In Education, university graduates 
cannot find jobs, which is a waste of the 
country's intellectual talent. We have 
had the British GMC refuse to recog
nise Malays ian medical degrees which 
is a sad step backward. 

Malaysia is still very <;trong fman
cially even though we have the biggest 
foreign debt ever. 

We are changing over from a plan
tatiOn economy where the future would 
be difficult to a manufacturing one but 
the latter at the moment consists mainly 
of the production of button batteries and 
small transiStor parts. 

Our "Malaysian car .. , the Proton 
Saga, is not predominantly Malays1an 
in content. Our national Steel Mill is 
facing problems. 

If we want to move further "down
stream" technical education must be 
improved to provide the work-force to 
operate the new industries. As relations 
with Singapore are good could they not 
be a<>ked to provide a quota for our 
work-force trainees until our system is 
in place? At present trainees in the more 

sophisticated industries are trained by 
the industries themselves for their own 
purposes yet they fmd their "graduate" 
trainees are so much in demand that 
they can "job-hop" and they constantly 
have to consider losing time training 
fresh and more trainees to finish like a 
squirrel in a cage running faster and 
fa<>ter to remain in the same position. 

GHood 
101/0R BAHRU 

SUPPORT FOR 
A UNITY PARTY 

I read with great interest the views of 
Ismail Hashim of Penang regarding 

the possibility of a uruty party under the 
headline 'Nalional Unity in Offmg' (Vol 
11 No 5). I am supporting his views for a 
uruty party that represents aJ1 Malaysians 
regardless of race and religion. 

The riot of May 13th wa<> caused by 
ethnic issues affecting the economic 
balance. Most countries with multi-eth
nic population suffer as a result of 
religious mtolcrance or ethnic 
prejudices causing hard~hips to the 
people. 

After 34 years of independence 11 is 
time now to ban all mono- religious and 
ethnic parties. Why not thus create a 
harmonious Malaysia by getting rid of 
all parties that create and thrive on 
religious or ethnic tensions? 

If we fail to act now, sooner or later, 
lhcsc tensions will explode bringing 
misery to aiJ and sundry. You can't build 
a united nation through fanaticism and 
egoism. 

So let all Malaysians support this 
proposal and strengthen our unity 
through this all-embracing Malaysian 
party which should appropriately be 
named the 'United Malaysians National 
Organization'. 

Shaw 
MALACCA 

THE GOVERNMENT 
SHOULD SAY NO TO 

UPAM 

T he Human Resources Ministry has 
received applications from the 

United Planters AssoclaiiOn of Malays1a 
(UPAM) to recruit 32,000 Indonesian 
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worken. to overcome the labour shortage 
in the plantation sector. 

The reasons for this shortage, and 
the ways m which this shortage is to be 
overcome, is the subject of much 
debate. 

Labour unions argue that this 
shortage is caused by low wages and the 
Jack of adequate basic amenities. Con
sequently they argue that the labour 
shortages in the planta11on sector could 
be solved by paying the workers higher 
wages and by providing more attractive 
worlcing and living cond1tions. 

The Malayan Agricultural 
Producers Association (MAPA) on the 
other hand has argued that high labour 
costs in the plantation sector hinder es
tate owners from paying their workers 
higher wages and that the plantation 
industry can only stay in business as 
long as it can remain competitive. For 
them then, the solution to the labour 
shortage IS to resort to foreign labour. 

In order to decide whether or not the 
government should allow plantation 
owners to import fore1gn workers, it is 
necessary to examine m greater detail 
the arguments that are being put for
ward by both the labour unions and 
MAPA. 

The union's argument as to the 
cause of the labour shortage seems a 
reasonable one. It IS a well established 
fact that labour tends to migrate towards 
those sectors of the economy which 
offer higher wages and better working 
conditions. Paying workers higher 
wages in the plantation sector would 
thus certainly reduce the present now 
of labour from the plantation sector mto 
the manufacturing sector of the 
economy. 

In addation to this, many of the 
workers who have left the plantation 
sector for other jobs could be lured back 
into the plantation sector if they were 
offered higher wages and better work
ing and living conditions. This is be
cause, as opposed to other types of 
employment, when you are employed 
in the plantation sector. accommoda
tion is provided. 

The labour unions then, have suc
ceeded in identifying the cause of the 
labour shortage and have suggested a 
"local" solution. The crucial question 
then is, can plantation owners offer to 
pay their workers more? Can the plan
tation industry meet up to the demands 
that arc being made on it? 



. ' 
RUBBER-EXPORTS AND PRICE . PAL:M OIL~:,~ .. 

EXPORTS AND PFUCE .. ... ) 

(Q) O.uanerty 0 - Ovorterty 

Source: Economic Report 1988/1989 

Despite MAPA .....UtioM of high 
labour costs, the plantation industry 
h• consistently recorded profits. 

When we examine MAPA argu
ment, we find that while MAPA talks 
about high labour costs and the need for 

the industry to remain compcllllvc, 
MAPA never relates these so-called 
serious constraint~ with the all impor
tant question of profits! 

Are plantation companies 
making projiJs? 

Profits in the plantation industry are 
determined to some extent by com
modity prices. Thus in order to argue 
conclusively that the plantation owners 
are making hugh profits. it is important 
that we examine the profits recorded by 
MAPA companies during a time of low 
commodity prices. 

In the ca.~e of rubber, we will have 
to examine the period 1984-86 and in 
the case of oil palm we will have to 
examine the period 1985-87. 

Despite the fact that commodity 
pnces were low dunng these penods. 
the 12 MAPA rubber cornpames listed 

on the KLSE recorded a total pre-tax 
profit of some 690 m1llion ringg1t from 
1984-1986 (inclusive). while the 7 
MAPA oil palm comp:uues listed on the 
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KLSE recorded a total pre-tax profit of 
some 935 1mlhon nnggit from 1985-
1987 (inclustve)! 

Since there arc over 150 plantation 
companies in MAPA, profits for MAPA 
as a whole (and not just for the 19 
MAPA companies listed on the KLSE) 
would be even much more. 

These facts clearly indicate then, 
that despite MAPA's assertions that 
labour costs are high, the plantation in
dustry and MAPA in particular are 
making high profit-;, even during times 
of recesstons and low commodity 
prices. 

What then about MAPA's preoc
cupation with the need to remain com
petitive? 

Would paying lligller wages, 
make the plantation industry less 
competitive? 

We are frequently confronted with 
argument~ of th1s n:lture when workers 
demand h1gher wages from their 
employers. The logtc of this argument 



is that increases in the rost of produc
tion (a result of granting higher wages) 
must be transferred to the ronsumer. 

Why should all increases in the rost 
of production be automatically trans
ferred to the consumer? Why can't 
plantation companies accept smaller 
profit margins? 

If plantation rompanies could be 
persuaded into accepting smaller profit 
margins, then they would be able to pay 
their workers higher wages and yet 
remain as competitive as before. 

No one is asking MAPA to suffer 
losses. All that is being argued here is 
that MAPA can afford to pay its workers 
higher wages and yet remain competi
tive. 

After having made billions of 
ringgit of profit over many decades, 
why shouldn't plantation owners be 
prepared to accept smaller profit mar
gins in the interest of the plantation 
workers? 

It is said that there are at present 
some 80,000 foreign workers (legal and 
illegal) employed in the plantation sec
tor. MAPA's insistence that an even 
greater reliance on foreign labour is 
necessary exhibits their scant regard for 
the social problems which such a large 
presence of foreign workers creates. 
Why shouldn't MAPA be prepared to 
accept smaller profit margins in the in
terests of the nation? 

Should the government accede to 
VPAM's request? 

Our point by point analysis of the 
arguments put forward by both the 
labour unions and MAPA leaves little to 
doubt Facts and figures clearly indicate 
that MAPA has the ability and the 
means 10 solve the labour shortages 
being faced by the plantation industry, 
without having to resort to importing 
foreign labour. 

If the government were to accede 10 

UP AM's request it would mean that the 
government places a greater priority on 
MAPA's "right" to reap tremendous 
profits than on the rights of the 
Malaysian worker to a just and fair 
wage. It would also mean that the 
government places a higher priority on 
the short term interest of MAPA than it 
does- on the social fabric of this 
Malaysian nation. 

The government should thus, under 
no circumstances, accede to UPAM's 
request. 

The government by saying no to 
UPAM, would be iiending a strong sig
nal to plantation workers, that they 
should and must, place the interests of 
the Malaysian nation and its people 
before that of theu own. 

The government's concern with the 
need to develop and inculcate the con
cept of a caring society, leaves us in 
little doubt, that it wall do the right thing 
in the interest of the nation. 

Kural 
KUALA LUMPUR 

NO"R&R" FOR 
JOHORBAHRU 

T he United States and Singapore 
governments have signed an 

agreement giving American air and naval 
forces increased use of military facilities 
in Singapore. 

To prevent the spread of AIDS in 
Malaysia, particularly in Johor Bahru, 
the Malaysian government should en
sure that the "R&R" activities of the 
American servicemen are confined to 
Singapore. 

Malaysian 
JOHOR BAJIRU 

RTM IS SICKENING 

I t is really sickenulg to switch on RTM 
(Ra.kyat Tentu Mcndcrita) these days. 

It makes me wonder what RTM is up to! 
RTM is supposed to be a broadcasting 
station and not a propaganda tool of 
Barisan Nasional. 

Things really have berome in
tolerable after our present Minister of 
Information took charge. He has slowly 
and cunningly turned RTM into a 
Barisan Nasional's (especially, 
UMNO's) unofficial spokesman. 

For example, the entry ofUMNO to 
Sabah was highlighted unnecessarily 
and maybe with bad intentions. There 
was even a short special programme of 
UMNO's entry to Saball. I also wonder 
why RTM didn't edit the speeches of 
the Prime Mmister and his deputy 
which rontained poasonous \\Ords! To 
my disbelief, their speeches were 
repeated in every news item for the next 
few days! 
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Since then, I promised myself not 
to watch any ofRTM's programme ex
cept for movies and entertainment 
items! Maybe all of us should do this 
and let it be known to RTM, what we 
feel about at. 

Sandra 
1'AWAU.SABAH 

SETUP ALAND 
ACQUISmON TRIBUNAL 

D eputy Prime Minister Encik 
Ghafar Baba was reported to have 

said in Malacca that the Government 
would not abuse its powers vested under 
amendments to the Land Acquisition Act 
which if passed by Parliament would be 
fairly and honestly implemented. 

The DPM's statement was clearly 
meant to allay the fears of landowners 
over the proposed amendment to the 
Land Acqwsit ion Act which empowers 
the State Authorities to acquire any land 
needed by any person or corporation for 
any purpose deemed beneficial to the 
economic development of Malaysia. 

While noting the intention of the 
statement, it has to be pointed out that 
in view of the highly rontroversial na
ture of the proposed amendment bill, 
the assurance of the Deputy Prime Min
ister will not be of much help unless and 
until there arc adequate safeguards to 
protect the people's interests and the 
fundamental and inherent right to land 
owner~h1p as enshrined in the Federal 
Constitution 

Loolang at the proposed amend
ments to the Land Acquisition Act one 
cannot but feel extremely roncerned 
over the unfettered powers given to the 
State Authonties to sanction the ac
quisitaon of land which could lead 10 

serious abuse. 
Adequate safeguards to protect the 

public against possible abuses are not 
only lacking but what is most serious is 
the fact that those aggrieved by any land 
acquisition have no recourse to the judi
cial process to challenge moves on land 
acquisition in court although they can 
do so with regard to the quantum of 
compensation 

Removing a person's right to seek 
legal redress in Court on a matter he 
feels aggnevcd as most serious and 
should no t be tolerated. 



At present land owners can resort to 
legal redress or action if they are con
vinced that land acquisition is unfair 
and unjust but, when the bill is passed 
the institution of court proceedings to 
challenge the acquisition will not be 
possible and the landowners will be 
stripped off their rights to protection of 
their land. 

It is imperative that the Govern
ment must specify the kind of develop
ment allowed on the acquired land and 
to ensure that only development 
projects which benefit the people be 
allowed on the acquired land and not 
just to satisfy the needs of certain 
quarters deemed beneficial to the 
economic development of Malaysia. 

There should be a land acquisition 
tribunal to hear all cases pertaining to 
land acquisition and such tribunal 
should act as an independent body to 
determine and decide on land acquisi
tion matters. 

Over the past months numerous 
public interest groups and professional 
organizations have voiced their concern 
and disapproval over the proposed 
amendments to the Land Acquisition 
Act and the intention of the Govern
ment to have the bill passed through the 
session of Parliament. 

The comments and observations 
made by the various organizations such 
as the Bar Council, the Housing 
Developers Association, Aliran and 
others are valid and should be noted by 
the Government. 

The Government will have nothing 
to lose by doing so, on the contrary it 
will prove that it cares for public 
opinion and is sensitive to public reac
tion on a bill of such drastic nature with 
serious implications on the people's 
constitutional rights. 

LetLamThye 
KUALAWMPUR 

ETHNIC AND REUGIOUS 
TOLERANCE 

W hat is the most important 
feature of an outstanding 

ethnic community? That it does not 
oppress and discriminate against other 
ethnic groups. 

What is the most important feature 
of a great community of religious 
~lievers? That it does not oppress and 

discriminate against other religious 
groups. Neither does it force followers 
of other religions to practise the 
former's religious rules and rituals. 

LeeHooEng 
SUNGE! PET AN! 

CEYLONESE UNHAPPY 
WITH DAM 

D aruk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
has always said that the Barisan 

Nasional is fair to all communities in 
Malaysia. But what he actually means is 
that the BN is fair to all the 'big' 
communities such as Malays, Chinese 
and Indians. Invariably, the minority 
communities such as the Sri Lankans, 
Eurasians and Thais are always left out to 
do things themselves. 

Every four years before the general 
elections are called the Malaysian 
Ceylonese Congress (MCC) President 
would. urge the Sri Lankan community 
to support the BN. In some states, MCC 
leaders campaign for the BN along with 
the BN component parties. 

All our presidents from M.W. 
Navaratnam to present president Dato' 
Dr N. Arumugasamy have sought BN 
membership for MCC. But seeing 
we're only a minority and our votes 
won't make a big difference, the BN 
conveniently rejects the application. 

Ethnic Tamils and Sinhalese from 
Sri Lanka were brought to Malaya by 
the British to meet the needs of the then 
Malayan Government. We served the 
nation with dedication especially in the 
civil service. At that time also we were 
represented in all national level com
mittees and functions. Today we're not 
represented at any national level com
mittees or functions. Of course 
Malaysians would have heard of Sir 
E.E.C. Thuraisingham who was the first 
member for Education, Federation of 
Malaya when the Member System was 
introduced to prepare the country for 
independence in 1951. We were refJ!"e
sented by Dato'Dr N Arumugasamy the 
MCC President of the National 
Economic Consultative Council 
(NECC). Have the BN Government and 
other Malaysian organizations such as 
Aliran forgotten the contributions of the 
Sri Lankan community towards nation
al development? I sure hope Dr 
Mahathir will issue a statement soon. 
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Recently at a MCC branch func
tion, Deputy Transport Minister, Datin 
Paduka Zaleha Ismail said that the 
MCC should play a greater role in order 
to see Dr Mahathir's Vision 2020 be 
achieved. But Datin, how are we to play 
that important role if the government 
doesn't recognize the existence of 
minority communities? 

Our number in the civil service has 
dwindled tremendously if compared 20 
years ago. Even in local universities our 
number has dwindled. For instance in 
1950, we made up 11%ofUniversityof 
Malaya students whereas in 1966 we 
only made up 6%.l'm sure it's less than 
1% today. 

Our community leaders such as Sir 
EEC Thuraisingham have been totally 
forgotten by all Malaysians. Sir 
Thuraisingham entered public life in 
1946 when he became member of the 
Malayan Advisory Council, Selangor. 
He founded the Ceylon Federation of 
Maiaya (CFM) the first Malayan politi
cal party representing the Sri Lankan 
community and was its president from 
1946 until his death in 1975. 

He represented the Sri Lankan com
munity on the Federal Legislative 
Council in 1948. In 1951 he became the 
Member for Education and represented 
the Sri Lankan community in the 
Government Sir Thuraisingham 
passed away in 1975 and because he 
belonged to a minority ethnic group all 
his sacrifices and contributions to this 
country have been conveniently forgot
ten by the Barisan Nasional. Today, not 
a single street in the country he helped 
build, is named after him. Is this 
Malaysian culture? 

The Dewan Negara is a place for all 
well known people who have con
tributed to the country and also a place 
for minority community representation. 
Until the early 80s the MCC repre
sented the Sri Lankan community in the 
Dewan Negara. Today, after Dr 
Mahathir became Prime Minister the 
MCC lost its seat in the Dewan Negara. 
The seat was given to a BN component 
party. 

All our demands have fallen on Dr 
Mahathir 's deaf ears. By turning a blind 
eye to minorities and the MCC, Dr 
Mahathir and his deputy Ghafar Baba 
seem to be denying the Sri Lanka com
munity of its rights in the Constitution. 
This shows how much Dr Mahathir has 
respect for minority communities and 
their leaders. 



I hope that Dr Mahathir will be able 
to issue a st4tement in the near future . I 
would have sent this letter to the NST 
but why waste time, it won't be publish
ed anyway. 

Fair Malaysian 
KUALAWMPUR 

AN OPEN LEITER TO 
HEAL T1i MINISTER LEE 
KIM SAl: NO PROPER 

HOSPITALATCAMERON 
HIGHLANDS 

W e , the folks in Cameron 
Highlands don' t have a district 

hospital with proper facilities. 
In the early 1980s, the then Pahang 

Menteri Besar Najib announced that the 
state government had allocated $1.5 
million for a nuclear-type hospital. 
Years passed, our defence minister 's 
hair has turned grey. Still no sign of a 
hospital. 

Then in the early 1990s, along came 
Ng Cheng Kiat, the former health min
ister who showed us a place for a hospi
tal near Mardi. He came to Cameron 
Highlands in his official car. But he was 
sent home in his own car. That's all. 

Nuclear-type hospital subject 
closed. 

Do you want to know the story of 
our present Hospital Desa? 

Cast 1: 
A youth by the name of Giri acci

dently swallowed poison and was ad
mitted to this hospital on 14 November 
1990 at 4 .30 pm. No doctor allcnded to 
him until 6.30 pm, the time when I was 
there. At 9 .50 pm, a doctor came and 
went back in a few seconds. A serious 
case, but no action was taken by the 
doctors. The next day at 12 pm, our 
friend Giri left this world. 

Cast 2: 
Another youth by the name of 

Nageswaran was admitted on 12 
December 1990 at about 4.00 pm. His 
was a simple case - unable to urinate. 
No doctor attended to him the whole 
day. Can you imagine the suffering of 
th}s patient? The next day Nageswaran 
was sent to the lpoh General Hospital. 
Before reaching the hospital, he died. 

Many more cases, but no space. 

Who is next? 
Cameron folks are frustrated. They 

don't know where II> express their feel
ings. To Chan Kong Choy? No, he is 
busy waiting in KLfor a minister's post 
Law Kee Long? No. Cameron folks 
voted him expecting him to service 
them. But our friend, who is not yet 
mature in politics, teams and lives in 
Kuantan. Let him study. 

Meanwhile, at the Cameron High
lands Hospital Desa, we wait for the 
next victim. 

J Apalasamy 
CAMERON HIG/ILANDS 

GRANT AUTOMATIC 
CITIZENSHIP 

T he government should grant 
automatic citizenship to the 

thousands of genuine permanent 
residents in Malaysia. How else does the 
govenunent expect to fill the numerous 
vacancies in facwric:s and industries if 

They can't own houses or take loans. 
They are always kept on contract labour 
without any benefits. 

Of late, especially after the last 
general elections, the government has 
shown concern in wanting to amend 
Jaws to suit current needs in the interest 
of the nation. It is indeed a good sign. 

It is ironical that Malaysians who 
migrate to other countries seem to ob
tain their new citizenship without as 
much delay and frustrations as com
pared to our own people. 

The government should be more 
humane with regard to this issue and 
should not be seen to be technical and 
petty. 

Any hardships caused either inten
tionally or through ignorance must be 
viewed as being irreligious. 

SUDAFED 

Karuppan 
JOIIOR 

locals are still holding red I.C.s thus --------------.;J 
disqualifying themselves of a permanent 
job? The agony and frustrations of those 
who have been patiently waiting, election 
after election, desperately believing in the 
numerous promises offering citizenship if 
the Barisan won its U3 majority, are 
unimaginable. 

These unfortunate people have seen 
many good years go down the drain. 

"The agony and 
frustrations of 
those who have 
been patiently 

waiting, election 
after election, 

desperately 
believing in the 

numerous 
promises offering 
citizenship if the 
Barisan won its 
2/3 majority, are 
unimaginable." 
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• 
Sudafed to travel 
TACOMA, Wash.- More than 
million Sudafed cold capsules 
had been withheld from the 
market after the cyanide death 
two people will be distributed ou 
the United States, the manufact 
said Friday. 

• 

I am a Malay~ ian temporarily working 
in the USA. I found the article 

"Sudafed" in thiS morning's ''Times 
Picayune" newspaper. The article is 
extremely disturbing to me. I would 
appreciate it if you could pass on this 
article to our local newspapers to inform 
Malaysians. 

The "Tunes Picayune" is a daily 
newspaper in circulation at the New 
Orleans, Louisiana area. 

f/uiSK 
NEW ORLEANS 



Economy 

Politics Undercuts 
Privatization Policy 

Privatization seerm to be 
the 'in' thing these days. 
But, as EDMUND 
TERENCE GOMEZ points 
out, it is difficult to believe 
that Malaysians are weD 
served when the 
government awards 
contracts without 
competitive bidding or sells 
assets without seeking the 
best offer. 

I
n the wake of Daim Zainuddin • s 
resignation, the fonner fmance 
minister has been praised for his 

efforts to liberalize the Malaysian 
economy and attract foreign invest
ment. By any standard, Malaysia is a 
more prosperous country today than 
it was when Daim took office in 
1984. Then, the country was just 
about to sink into a year-long reces
sion; now, it is approaching double
digit growth and worrying how to 
stave off the double- edged compli
ment ofbeing a "newly industrialized 
country". 

Yet Malaysia's economic 
liberalization has in many ways 
been skin deep. Take privatization. 
While New Zealand privatized in
dustries to pay debt, Australia to 
promote competition and the 
United Kingdom to expand share 
ownership, the single most impor
tant goal of Malaysian privatization 
has been to build assets for the 
major political party. UMNO. In 

effect, as one critic of the privatiza
tion programme puts it, "public mo
nopolies are becoming private 
monopolies". 

Malaysian politics has long 
been notable for the extent of 
ownership of corporate assets by 
political parties. Since UMNO ftrst 
went into business in 1972 with the 
acquisition of the now public-listed 
publishing conglomerate The New 
Straits Times Press Bemad 
(NS1P), it has moved into a wide 
range of business activities includ
ing banking, insurance, hotel. 
property development. construc
tion and telecommunications. 
Through privati1.ation, it has found 
another way to increase its cor
porate clout. 

Privatization began as a 
response to Malaysia's deteriorat
ing macro-economic environment 
in the early 1980s. Shortly after 
Prime Minister Dr Mahathir took 
office in 1981, the world economy 
slipped into recession, the worst 
thing that could happen to 
Malaysia's export-oriented 
economy. The country horrowed 
heavily in a vain attempt to spend 
its way out of the slump; between 
1980-82, Malaysia's foreign debt 
doubled from $11 billion to more 
than $25 billion. 

Dr Mahathir was caught in a 
bind: He wanted to continue several 
pet heavy industry projects, like the 
Perwaja Terengganu steel plant and 
the Proton Saga car. but he had 
turned to deregulation and 
privatization as a means to promote 
his dream of making Malaysia into 
a developed industrialized country. 
The cornerstone of this liberalized 

15 

Prime Minister Dr. Mahalhir eought 
privatization to ride out the counlry's 
economic woes. 

economic policy was supposed to 
be privatization of state assets. This 
task was complicated however, by 
the requirements of the New 
Economic Policy (NEP). 

ECONOMIC 
RESTRUCI'URING 

Introduced in 1971 in response 
to communal riots in 1969, the NEP 
was designed to restructure the 
economy so that by the end of 1990, 
at least 30% of corporate equity 
would be controlled by 
Bumiputras. To reach this goal -
widely-disputed official figures 
currently put the ownership level at 
about 20% - the government estab
lished public enterprises in practi
cally every sector of the economy. 
These were charged wilh accelerat-



ing Bumiputra economic 
development by par
ticipating directly in com
merce and industry. They 
were also responsible for 
increasing the Bumiputra 
share of corporate equity 
by purchasing and hold
ing shares·on behalf of the 
community. 

The public enterprises 
were supposed to become 
the engines of growth for 
the country; instead, weak 
fmancial discipline and 
poor management has 
generally meant mediocre 
economic perfonnance. 
Bank Bumiputra, the 
Urban Development 
Authority (UDA), the 
Heavy Industry Corpora
tion of Malaysia 
(IDCOM), particularly its 
subsidiaries, Kedah Ce
ment and Perwaja 
Terengganu, and the 

the size and presence of 
the public sector. Politi
cally sensitive as always 
to the desires of the 
Bumiputra majority, he 
was quick to point out 
that privatization would 
go hand-in-hand with the 
NEP; he promised 
Bumiputra companies 
would be given 
preference when com
panies or projects were to 
be privatized. According 
to Dr Mahathir "... it 
(privatization) would not 
negate the objectives of 
the NEP. The 
Bumiputras will get their 
share, both in tenns of 
equity and employ
ment." 

In July 1984, Daim 
became the new Finance 
Minister with a mandate 
to refonn. Since then, at 
least 22 government 
enterprises have been various State Economic 

Development Corpora
tions (SEOCs) have lost 

Ex-Finance Minisw Daim launct..d • privatization programme 
which saw government policy utilized for poljtical patronage. 

privatized, including 
Edaran Otomobil 

billions. By 1987, public 
enterprises accounted for more 
than one-third of the public sector's 
outstanding foreign debt and for 
more than 30% of total debt servic
ing. At a time when Malaysia was 
being battered by recession and 
falling commodity prices, they 
were a luxury the country could no 
longer afford. 

Added to the financial llrain 
were revelations that government 
involvement in business had led to 
deliberate misappropriation and 
diversion of funds by ministers and 
politicians for political ends. A 
notable example was the allegation 
that UMNO politicians had 
benefited from some of the funds 
lost in the $2.5 billion Bumiputra 
Malaysia Finance (BMF) scandal. 
BMF was a Hong Kong- based sub
sidiary of government-owned Bank 
Bumiputra which eventually had to 
be bailed out by Petronas, the na
tional oil company, following the 

scandal. Another issue of 
prominence was when govern
ment-owned Pemas (National Cor
poration) was used to purchase then 
Finance Minister Daim' s con
troversially acquired stake in 
Malaysia's third largest bank, 
United Malayan Banking Corpora
tion, for a massive $349 million 
with off-shore loans it could ill af
ford. Mahathir himself acknow
ledged this growing phenomenon 
of "money politics". 

PRIVATIZATION 
The Prime Minister saw 

privatization as a solution to many 
of Malaysia's economic problems. 
It would cut the number of public 
sector personnel; reduce the finan
cial and administrative burden of 
the government: promote competi
tion and improve efficiency; stimu
late private entrepreneurship; 
encourage investment; and reduce 
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Nasional (EON), 
Malaysian International Shipping 
Corporation (MISC) and Syarikat 
Telekom Malaysia Berhad. Under 
the Privatization Master Plan 
released in February, nearly eight 
years after the policy was ftrst an
nounced, 37 public enterprises and 
projects will be privatized over the 
next two years, and 56 more 
restructured. In addition, the 
government has also given up its 
monopoly on the construction and 
control of infmstructure projects. 

POUIICALPATRONAGE 
While the benefits to be derived 

from privatization seem promising, 
in reality the policy has become a 
classic example of a government 
policy being utilized for political 
patronage. The NEP, by requiring 
at least 30% Bumiputra participa
tion, has proved an ideal loophole 
for UMNO leaders and politically
connected businessmen to jump 



• 

through to gather up corporate as
sets. Since privatization in 
Malaysia does not even involve the 
fonnalities of an open tender sys
tem, many beneficiaries are chosen 
on the basis of political and per
sonat connections. 

Privatization has taken several 
different fonns. One is to issue a 
licence, ostensibly to create com
petition by allowing a private con
cern to provide a service previous! y 
monopolized by the government. 
For example, one of Malaysia's 
flfSt privatization projects was the 
issuing of a licence in 1983 to a 
newly created joint-venture com
pany, Sistem Televisyen (M) Bhd 
(STMB), to operate a private third 
broadcasting network, TV3. 
STMB's original major 
shareholder was Fleet Group 
(40%), a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of Fleet Holdings, then UMNO's 
main investment ann. Another 
shareholder was Maika Holdings 
(10%), the investment ann of the 
MIC, UMNO's partner in the 
Barisan Nasional. Daim, then 
chairman of Fleet Holdings, also 
held STMB equity through his 
holding companies, Dean and Dani 
(10%). Being the only private 
broadcasting network:, STMB lived 
up to its potential as a profit
making entity. By 1988, when 
STMB went public, almost 50% of 

the company's equity was in the 
hands of a subsidiary of cash-rich 
NSTP, a portion of which had come 
from Fleet Group which had gained 
a huge return for its investment in 
STMB. 

INFRASTRUCI'URE 
PROJECTS 

Another fonn of privatization is 
to contract the private sector to 
build infrastructure projects. In 
1987, for example. the $86 million 
Jalan Kuching/Jalan Kepong Inter
change contract was awarded to a 
Bumiputra company, Seri Angkasa 
Sdn Bhd. The company was 35% 
owned by a brother of Daim and 

1..-.begll I..Mrik Negllra goee priva .. under ita new name: Many ben.nclariea of lhe 
priv.dution polcy .. chOHn on the basis of political and personal oonnectio!W. 
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one of his fonner business as
sociates, Hassan Abas. Another 
director was Daim's nephew. Seri 
Angkasa, it was later disclosed, had 
been incorporated for $2 in 1981 
and had never built a road, or in
deed, done any business at all. The 
project was promptly sub
contracted to a Japanese construc
tion company. This hardly helped 
the argument that the award of the 
contract to Seri Angkasa would 
help in building Bumiputra 
entrepreneurial and professional 
expertise. 

Even this fiShy business paled 
in comparison to the $3.4 billion 
North-South Highway project 
awarded to United Engineers 
Malaysia (UEM), at that time an 
ailing public-listed company with a 
poor track record in the construc
tion industry and no experience in 
highway building. Majority control 
of UEM was held by Hatibudi Sdn 
Bhd, a company wholly-owned in 
trust by UMNO's top four leaders. 
Public anger peaked when Dr 
Mahathir defended the award by 
asking how else could the party 
"pay the M$360 million for the 
UMNO complex?" To this day, the 
blatant misuse of influence to 
award Malaysia's biggest public 
works contract is a source of resent
ment, but the public outcry has been 
muted due to the simple fact that 

either the government or 
UMNO control or own all 
of the television stations, 
and most of the leading 
newspapers. 

Last December, UEM 
was awarded the project 
to construct the $1 billion 
second causeway be
tween Malaysia and Sin
gapore. There was no 
bidding on the project be
cause, according to 
Deputy Works Minister 
Kerk Choo Ting, the 
government had adopted 
a "first- come, flfSt-
served" policy. UEM sub
mitted the f1tst bid, so 



....... 

BANK BUMIPUTRA MALAYSIA B 

Bank Bumlputra w• cha~ with acx:.Wating Bumiputra pN1icipetion in 
commerce and Industry, but failed to pertonn. 

they got the job. The Sports Toto 
lottery franchise was sold on the 
same basis in 1985. 

MANAGEMENI' BUYOUT 
A third fonn of privatization is 

the management buyout. In Oc
tober 1990, the government sold the 
equity in two public enterprises, the 
Food Industries of Malaysia Bhd 
(FIMA) and Peremba Bhd, to com
pany directors. Interestingly, many 
of them were connected to UMNO. 
Dr Mahathir himself was the chair
man of FIMA before becoming 
Prime Minister; Daim had been 
chainnan of Percmba. Among the 
management team buying into 
Peremba were Mohamad Razali 
who was UMNO's trustee in 
UEM's holding company, 
Hatibudi, and Hassan Abas who 
was involved in Seri Angkasa. 

In some ways the government 
can say privatization is working. 
According to official estimates, the 
number of public sector personnel 
has been reduced by 54,000 since 
the mid-1980s: companies have 
generated $814 million: and about 
$7.45 billion of the government's 
outstanding debt of$4.1 billion has 

been transferred to the private sec
tor. 

On the other hand. it is difficult 
to believe that Malaysians are well 
served when the government 
awards contracts without competi
tive bidding or sells assets without 
seeking the best offer. Nor is it ob
vious that privatization can further 
the goal, stated by Mohamed 
Sheriff Mohamed Kassim of the 
Economic Planning Unit, "to foster 
an expanded and more innovative 
Bumiputra business community", 
when the same names keep crop
ping up. 

EXTENSWE 
GOVERNMENT 
INVOLVEMENT 

Moreover, government invol
vement in the economy remains ex
tensive. The government still owns 
70% of Malaysia Airlines System, 
45% of Malaysian International 
Shipping Corporation and 82% of 
Syarikat Telekom Malaysia. All 
operate as monopolies. 

Despite - or because of 
privatization, control of the 
economy by political parties or 
businessmen with close political 
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ties is increasing. Indeed, some 
privatized projects have already 
proved very beneficial to political
ly-aligned businessmen. 

A case in point is Halim Saad, 
who has acknowledged beipg 
UMNO's trustees in UEM. In April 
1990. Halim. a protege of Daim, 
took control of an ailing public
listed company, Renong Bhd. 
'Through a reverse takeover involv
ing share-swapping, he con
solidated most of UMNO's vast 
corporate assets under Renong. The 
S 1.228 billion takeover was the 
largest in Malaysian corporate his
tory. It resulted in the creation of a 
new corporate conglomerate that 
controls eight major public-listed 
companies including the NS1P, 
Hume Industries, Bank of Com
merce, Time Engineering. and Ce
ment Industries of Malaysia, and a 
significant number of private com
panies. In February, Renong was 
involved in another "in-house" 
consolidation exercise which led to 
the inclusion of Fleet Holding's 
public-listed hotel and property 
development company Faber 
Group. In the process, also through 
a share-swap, Renong acquired 
direct holding over two highly 
profitable companies which have 
benefited from privatization, UEM 
and TV3 (STMB). Both these profit 
generating companies may prove to 
be lucrative cash- cows to fund 
political activities. Faber Group is 
probably also targetted as a 
beneficiary of future privatization 
projects. The company has repor
tedly submitted bids for the 
privatization of the Postal Depart
ment and the totalizator board. 

AnwarTbrahim, Daim'ssucces
sor at the Finance Ministry, has said 
that "political interests in business 
should be divested." But given the 
huge stake that UMNO Baru now 
has in the status-quo, as well as 
Anwar's political ambitions, he is 
unlikely to be able or willing to do 
much to break up this unholy al
liance.+ 



Thinking 
allowed 

TUITION IN 
PROTESTING 

Something rather strange is 
happening south in Singapore. 

The islandezs, complained several 
Ministers, have no soul. They have 
become very self-oriented, lacking 
civic-mindedness and the ability to 

do things for thcmsel ves. They have 
become too dependent on the 
government This petulant grouse 
spouted from the lips of none other 
than the island's former Premier 
Lee Kuan Yew. 

The semi-retired Mr Lee was 
repor ted to have said that 
Singaporeans could not even be 

relied upon to insist on their right to 
clean, fresh air, in reference to the 
government's war against cigarette 
smoking. He said: "The people feel 
strongly about it, but nobody feels 
strongly enough to take the lead and 
say, let's form an anti-smoking 
league, we have the right to fresh 
air. No, they wait for the 
government" Po<x" fellow, trying to 
wean an entire nation out of their 
government-dependency is no 
joke, you know. 

But, as I seem to recall, several 
years ago, a group of young and 
enecgetic people did try their hand 
at various community projects 
aimed at bringing about greater 
social consciousness among 
Singaporeans. But, instead of 
getting a pat on the back, they ended 
up in high-security detention and 
were accused of being Marxists and 
Communists. 

UUJe wonder then that most of 
these middle-class islanders prefer 
to look out for themselves and no 
one else. Why should a people who 
have throughout their lives been 
taught to say "Yes" to the 
government on issues touching on 
their fwldamental democratic rights 

COcKi.tf •·. COtiGt-4 ••• ~c.H • •• CING.H .. ... 
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as citizens now bother troubling 
themselves to say "No" to stuff such 
as srnolcey air. 

Actually. putting soul into its 
citizens should not be too diflkult 
f<Y Singapore. It can easily engage 
consultants from New Orleans, 
home of soul music. soul food and 
soul talk. They just have to loot out 
that t009e soulful pam of America 
are also known f<Y their role in the 
civil rights movement 

(However, a week later, the 
Singapore authorities reportedly 
took offence to the Aussie media f<Y 
stating the same fact A "very 
negative" television series in 
Australia called Mini Dragons had 
depicted the island state as a 
country "without a soul".) 

unusual and suspicious volumes of 
trading and tn;e increases on four 
major counters between 1989 and 
1990 all of which preceded highly 
controversial corpocate takeovers 
and restructuring. The relative 
strength indices f<Y these four com
panies, he noted, also registered 
spectacW. jlmps weeks. and even 
months, pri<Yto major restructuring 
announcements. 

The authority to act against 
insider trading is adequately 
provided for in the Securities 
Industry Act, which is about the 
only law that specifies a minimwn 
penalty. Yet, there ~ not been a 
single successful case of 
prosecution such that there is no 
case precedent. 

Did the fact that the four 
companies mentioned by the 
analyst were connected to the ruling 
party blind the authorities to their 
breach of trust. If the 
AUomey~eneral's office~ such 

WON~. po<Yeyesight, how in the world is it 
aM:•~.._.,._ going to help achieve Vision ')1)'1fft. 
~~l'f '""" Tsk! Tskl Looks like the AG and 

IS the powers-that-be are suffering 

I 
;·:1(:( from Vision No-See-No-See. 

LEGAL MYOPIA 

One would have to be blind not 
to detect symptoms of in

sider trading in the Kuala Lwnpur 
Stock..Exchange, a well-known 
financial analyst said at a talk on the 
subject recently. He himself noted 

A lthough signs of insider trad
~g may have escaped the 
notice of the Fmance Ministry, the 
new M.iriliter found it difficult to 
ignore the f3Ct that share prices 
recently tottered downwards for 
more than 10 days in a row. Among 
other things, he told Malaysians not 
to view development only from the 
stock mruket' s perfonnance but 
from the political stability point of 
view. The market ~timcnts here 
were still better than that elsewhere, 
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he said. People, he added, should 
have more faith in the long-term 
economic growth. Needless to say, 
his "Sabar-lah" brand of economics 
failed to assure. 

• 
SPORTY 

POLITICIANS 

Something rather ticklish came 
over the radio the other eve

ning. It was one of these phone-in 
quiz programmes hosted by forever 
bubbly deejays whose questions, if 
correctly answered. wins one a 
prize. Thal evening, several ques
tions on sports drew correct 



answers each time from the young 
callers. 

Probably feeling that too many 
pri.c.ai were going too quickly, the 
deejay decided 10 switch subject 
So she •ed the next caller f<J" the 
name of the Minister of 
International Trade and Industry. 
A girlish voice said it was Datuk 
Seri Samy Vellu, causing the 
deejay to roar with laughter. The 
second caUer claimed it was .. Datin 
Rafidah Aziz" (right name, wrong 
title). Mter more laughter, the 
deejay advised bodl callers to tnash 
up on their general knowledge. 

The incident showed how 
inf<J"ffied many young people are 
about sports, but less so about other 
subjects. It figures too, why 
politicians are so anxious 10 head 
spms associations. It is definitely 
an arena where publicity-seeking 
types can be assured of high 
visibility among the hordes of 
spms fans in the country. Maybe 
Datuk Seri Rafidah should consider 
elbowirlg ~way duough her male 
colleagues into some football 
association. That way, she would 
not be mistitled at the next phone-in 
quiz show. 

CONFIRMED 
GOVERNMENT 
MOUTHPIECES 

T hings m-e yet 10 get all rosy 
between us and "them" as evi

dent from the PM' s conunents on 
his meeting with Australian 
Foreign Minister Senator Gareth 
Evans. The PM appeared 
unimfX'CSSed by the Aussie style of 
free press, much preferring our 
home brew of journalism which he 

said, did not include creating stories 
to smear others. 1 can immediately 
think up several Malaysians who 
would disagree and they include no 
less than a Malay prince. 

He also said that many 
foreigners thought there was no 
press freedom here because 
"maybe they just read the New 
Straits Timts, Berita Harlan and 
Utusan Malaysia and not 
publications such as Harakah, 
Watan and Rocket" . He more or 
less confinned widely perceived 
notions that these newspapers were 
little better than government 
mouthpieces. The Star, a one-time 
people's daily, must have f<J" once 
been greatly relieved to be left out 
of the VIP list! 

DANGEROUS 
COMMON 

CRIMINALS 
'l'e former pesident of the 
.1. Dominican Republic, Sal

vador Jorge Blanco, has been found 
guilty of embezzlement and public 
coouption. Besides levying on him 
about US14 million in fmes and 
fees, the judge sentenced him to 20 
years imprisonment in a high
secwity jail nonnalJy reserved f<J" 
dangerous common criminals. The 
judge could not have exp-essed 
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himself more eloquently because 
those who betray the people's trust 
are little better than dangerous com
mon criminals. I wonder whether 
they have waterbeds and colour TV 
there as we do in such ploces back 
home? 

• 
SLIPPERY FLOORS 

AU~q 
?WOOl! 

I 
' 1-f-I"MP. .. ~s~ 

I t seems workers at the venue of 
the Great Debate between the 

MCA and DAP youth leadel'S are 
still cleaning the floors. About the 
only abundant outcome of the 
political war of w<J"ds were litres 
upon litres of spittle and hot air that 
would surely aggravate further the 
hole in the ozone layer.+ 

NNP 
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Religion 

Hutnan Rights & Religion 

Declining enlightenment 
within various religions can 
be linked to the role of the 
religious elites as well as 
politicians says CHANDRA 
MUZAFFAR in a look at 
the link between human 
rights and religion. 

W
hat are human rights? 
Human rights are the 
various political, civil, 

economic, social and cultwal rights 
contained in the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights, the Covenant 
on political and civil rights and the 
Covenant on economic, social and 
cultural rights. Among these rights 
are the freedom of expression, the 
freedom of movement, the right to 
establish a family, the right to 
employment, the right to practise 
one's own religion. 

AU of us should familiarize our
selves with these rights. Human 
rights are crucial foraproperunder
stan<ling of our role as human 
beings in the twentieth century. A 
well-known Nobel Peace Laureate, 
the late Sean McBride described 
the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights "as the most impor
tant document of the twentieth cen
tury." 

What is religion? Religion is a 
set of beliefs about life and living 
rooted in a transcendental source. 
That transcendental source may be 
known as Ishwara or Allah or God 
or Tao. The beliefs which arc basic 
to religion incorporate beliefs about 
the human being- his (or her) pur
pose on earth, how he (or she) 

should live his (or her) life, what 
lies beyond this earthly life, etc. 

What is the link between human 
rights and religion? To put it simp
ly, the buman being is the link 
between human rights and religion. 
For human rights is concerned 
about the human being. Religion is 
also concerned about the human 
being. 

Religion, however, has a much 
wider conception of the human 
being. This is because religion is 
concerned with not only the 
rights of the human being but also 
his (her) reSponsibilities. Accord
ing to most religions. we have 
responsibilities to nature, to 
society, to our family, to ourselves 
- and most of all to God. Religion 
also recognises relationships. The 
human being's relationship to na
ture, to his (her) physical environ
ment, figures prominently in nearly 
all religions. So does our relation
ship to our fellow human beings. In 
a sense. religion also recognises 
man • s relationship to his past and to 
his future. 

Though religion in its view of 
the human being is far more com
prehensive than the philosophy of 
human rights, it is sometimes felt 
that religion hinders the growth of 
human rights. Is this true? Is it true 
that certain aspects of religion sup
press certain types of human rights? 

Hinduism 
To find the answer, let us look 

at two of South Asia's most impor
tant religions. Hinduism, it is al
leged, allows for the practice of the 
caste system which denies certain 
rights to the human being. It is of 
course true that the caste system 
discriminates against the outcastes 
and the lower castes. It pre- deter-
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mines their social roles and there
fore retards their mobility. The 
caste system is indirectly respon
sible for the poverty, exploitation 
and oppression of the vast majority 
of Hindus. There are millions and 
millions of bonded labourers. poor 
peasants, suffering fisherfolk and 
so on in India who belong to the 
lowest strata of the caste system. 

But is the caste system a fun
damental dimension of Hindu 
philosophy? It is not. Caste 
developed as a social practice as
sociated with Hinduism and Hindu 
society. Hindu philosophy. how
ever, as embodied in the early 
Vedas and the Upanishads is 
egalitarian. These scriptures ac
knowledge the equality of all 
human beings. They are concerned 
with the <lignity of all human 
beings. 

It is this egalitarian spirit of 
Hindu philosophy which inspired 
reformers like Tilak, Gokhale, 
Ramohun Roy. Ramakrishna and 
Vivekenanda to fight for a society 
where the evil of casteism would be 
curbed or even eliminated al
together. Mahatma Gandhi, one of 
the greatest social reformers of this 
century, who had a profound under
standing of Hinduism, argued elo
quently that caste had no place in 
modem India. By describing out
castes as 'harijans' (the children of 
God. Gandhi was in fact harnessing 
a fundamental concept of equality 
embedded in Hindu thought. 

The significance of ideals such 
as equality, justice and freedom in 
Hindu thought proves that the 
religion as such is not an impedi
ment to human rights. If one can 
separate the underlying spirit of the 
religion which is both universal and 
eternal from certain social pmctices 



and customs associated with it, 
Hinduism would have no problem 
in upholding human rights such as 
the right to be equal and the right to 
be treated equally. 

Islam 
As with Hinduism, Islam is also 

perceived in some quarters as a 
religion which denies certain types 
of human rights. Women, it is ar
gued. do not enjoy equal rights in 
Islam. They do not possess the 
same rights as men in marriage. 
Titeir right to inheritance is not 
equal to the male's. They are 
prohibitd from playing an active 
role in public affairs. 

Here again, it is not Islam as 
such 9\lt the way it is interpreted 
which is the crux of the problem. It 
is not widely known even among 
Muslim women that from a strictly 
Quranic perspective women too 
have the right of divorce. Polygamy 
-contrary to popular belief- is per
mitted only in the most exceptional 
circumstances. The truth is that the 
Quran encourage the evolution of a 
monogamous society. In the Quran 
itself, polygamy is allowed as a 
means of giving protection and sus
tenance to widows and orphans. 
Likewise, the rules pertaining to in
heritance in the Quran are clearly 
influenced by the social and 
economic environment of 7th cen
tury Arabia. Nonetheless, the un
derlying spirit of these rules -rather 
than the actual rules - aim to 
achieve justice for both females and 
males. It is this principle of justice 
which should be the guiding-light 
for laws on inheritance in the con
temporary Muslim world. By the 
same token, there is nothing in the 
Quran which prohibits women 
from assuming important public 
roles. A famous queen, Balqis, is 
eulogiscd in the Quran for her just 
and competent administration. In 
the early hblury of Islam, women 
like Aisha (one of the Prophet's 
wives) and Fatima (his daughter) 
played a prominent part in the life 
of the community. 

BANK EMPLOYEES PICKET OUTSIDE THBR WORK PLACE: Uo•l religiorw 
recognla lhe humlll'l being has respon.ibililiee 10 himMif and 10 eodely. 

In a nutshell, if the fundamental 
teachings oflslam are interpreted in 
a holistic manner, with a proper 
understanding of the context in 
which they were dessiminated by 
the Prophet Muhammad, it should 
be possible to harmonize universal 
human rights with the religion. 
After aU the basic ideas in the 
Quran - Tauhid (the oneness of 
God), Deen (the eternal way of life 
directed towards justice. truth and 
freedom) and Khalifah Allah (the 
vicegerency of God) - are all con
cerned with developing the dignity 
of the human being. What these 
ideas mean is that the human being, 
as God's deputy should live his (or 
her) life in such a way that divine 
unity will be realized within the 
human community. An essential 
aspect of this unity is the equality 
of all humann beings expressed 
through the self-same rights and 
responsibilities. 

Throughout Islamic history, 
men and women have struggled to 
achieve the universal, eternal no
tions of rights and responsibilities, 
of values and principles, of ideas 
and ideals mentioned in this paper. 
Great mystical philosophers like 
Jalaluddin Rumi and Ibn Arabi and 
illustrious articulators of the faith 
like Muhammad Iqbal and Kalam 
Azad showed the world that Islam 
is essentially a faith which 
transcends all boundaries of geog
raphy and ethnicity, of colour and 
creed. 

Egalilarian SpiriJ 
One can argue that the same 

universal. egalitarian spirit can be 
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found in Buddhism, Christianity 
and the other religions. Buddhism, 
for instance, is deeply concerned 
about the sort of values and prin
ciples which should guide all 
human activities. It is not - as is 
sometimes believed - a religion 
which isolates itself from society. 
After all, isn't right livelihood, one 
of the fundamental principles of 
living which must be adhered to, in 
order to achieve Nirvana? Similar
ly, Christianity is not devoted sole
ly to personal salvation. The life of 
Jesus is an eloquent testimony to 
suffering and sacrifice in the cause 
of social justice. Through his teach
ings, he repudiated the arrogance of 
materialistic power and the evil of 
the selfish accumulation of wealth. 

At this point we may want to 
ask: Why is it that the more univer
sal, more enlightened. more 
progressive approach to religion 
has not emerged as the dominant 
trend? Part of the explanation lies 
in what has happened to religion in 
the last few centuries. Religion has 
retreated from the centre of society, 
in the face of secularization which 
is a world-wide phenomenon. 
Secularization has resulted in a 
situation where the ethics, values 
and worldviews contained in 
religion are no longer regarded as 
important to life and living. Since 
religion is no longer the basis of life 
and living, it has reduced to rites 
and rituals, ceremonies and sym
bols, forms and practices which are 
separate from the other aspects of 
society. 

To give an example, the ethical 
considerations derived from 



religion which conditioned 
economic practices and marlc:et be
haviour hundreds of years ago, 
have no role in contemporary 
society. Indeed, ethics have been 
removed from economics. 
Likewise, social behaviour in the 
past, whether in the East or the 
West, was influenced to a great ex
tent by moral values embodied in 
religion. This is no longer true 
today. Just as economics today is 
measured by the maximization of 
profits and productivity, social be
haviour in the contemporary world 
is determined by the individual 's 
desires and standards. 

I am not suggesting that we 
should go back to all the values and 
norms contained in religion as in
terpreted in past centuries. That 
would be disastrous for humankind. 
Nonetheless, we need certain ab
solute, universal values and prin
ciples which will govern all aspects 
of our life. It is because religion no 
longer plays that role, that there is 
so much moral chaos and confusion 
today. The decline of religion as a 
social force and its projection as a 
mere body of rituals and practices, 
is undoubtedly one of the factors 
that has stunted the growth of the 
universal. enlightened dimension 
within each tradition. 

ReligWus Eliles 
Religious elites are also respon

sible for the decline of enlighten
ment within their respective 
religious traditions. They have 
given much more emphasis to 
rituals and ceremonies than to un
derlying values and principles. A 
person's meticulous adherence to 
rituals has become the measure of 
his piety. Piety is se.Jdom regarded 
as the manifestation of a person's 
compassion, sense of justice and 
love for truth. More specifically, 
what this means is that a doctor who 
volunteers his free time to attend to 
poor patients will not be seen a-; a 
pious person, compared to some 
religious preacher who prays five 
times a day, performs the haj three 

or four times and yet does not 
bother about any form of service to 
society. 

It serves the interests of 
religious elites to place rituals and 
ceremonies above everything else. 
It enhances their power since they 
are the interpreters of rituals. They 
are the keepers of tradition and cus
tom. The knowledge that they pos
sess gives them tremendous power 
and control over the masses. If 
righteous conduct - rather than 
ritualistic behaviour- becomes the 
basis of religion, religious elites 
would lose their authority and in
fluence. 

It is not just religious elites. A 
lot of the blame for what religion 
has become today should be placed 
at the door of the politician too. 
Politicians from every religious 
community are guilty of exploiting 
religion for their own political pur
poses. They whip up mass senti
ments around particular religious 
symbols and structures. The emo
tions generated by their skilful 
manipulation of fears and hopes 
among their co-religionists guaran
tees votes for them. In this way. 
these politicians either acquire or 
perpetuate power. 

This has happened on numerous 
occasions in the recent history of 
South Asia. In Sri Lanka, both Bud
dhist and Hindu politicians have 
deliberately misinterpreted their 
religions for political gain. In India, 
a lot of the passion generated over 
the Temple- Mosque controversy 
in Ayodhya is because of the 
manipulations of both Hindu and 
Muslim politicians. In Pakistan, 
certain politicians interpret Islam in 
a narrow way in order to enhance 
their power. 

Fighting narrow, retrogressive, 
reactionary trends within religion is 
an arduous task. But it is a chal
lenge that all of us must be prepared 
to take up. It is a pity that trade 
unionists as a whole in Asia and 
other parts of the world do not seek 
inspimtion and guidance from the 
great spiritual traditions. They may 

25 

be practising Muslims or Hindus or 
Buddhists or Christians in the sense 
that they adhere to some of the 
rituals and practices of their 
religion. They may have faith in 
God. They may even possess a bit 
of knowledge about their respective 
faiths . But the worldview, values, 
principles and ideals contained in 
their religions have little influence 
upon their lives. Their outlook and 
attitude on crucial issues arc not 
derived from a religious source. 
Belief in God for them is just a 
belief. It does not shape their think
ing and their action in a totalistic 
manner. 

It is not difficult to explain why 
this is so. Trade unions in Europe 
grew in a secular atmosphere. 
When trade unions came to Asia, 
the culture surrounding these 
unions- including their secular out
look on society - became part and 
parcel of Asian trade unionism. Be
sides, there is in Asia, as in other 
parts of the coloni7.ed world, a 
strong tendency to imitate the in
stitutions, organizations and struc
tures of Europe and America. Trade 
unionists in Asia, like most of us, 
are also victims of this 'disease' -
the coloni1ed mind. 

Discovering religion and locat
ing human rights within it, is part of 
the process of liberating our minds 
from the shackles of colonial think
ing. Human rights should cease to 
be human rights and nothing more. 
Human rights should henceforth be 
integrated with human respon
sibilities and human relationships
as it has always been in all our 
religious traditions. Our concern 
henceforth should be with human 
dignity, with the total human being. 

Let us discover that total human 
being through a progressive, en
lightened re-interpretation of our 
respective religions. Let the Asian 
trade unionist be in the forefront of 
this struggle for the dignity of the 
tolal human being!+ 



Rights 

Your Land Is My Land 
Controversy over amendments 

to Land Acquisition Act 

Barisan Nasional MPs 
recently voted in one of the 
most controversial 
legislations in our country's 
independent history. AM 
looks at some of the 
implications of the 
amendments which are of 
concern to both the landed 
as well as the landless. 

T
he landed class in the country 
was dealt a severe blow to its 
sense of security last month 

when the Land Acquisition (Amend
ment) Act 1991 was passed by 99 
B3ris:m Nasional MPs against 25 
Opposition MPs opposing it 

The amendments, considered 
one of the most unconstitutional 
Acts to bear the rubber-stampof our 
Parliament, has met with outrage 
from a cross-section of Malaysian 
society. The propertied, from 
private landowners to land-owning 
institutions such as independent 
schools, religious organizations 
and associations, regard it as a 
serious encroachment in their con
stitutional right to property. 

The first amendment gives in
finite powers to the State to com
pulsorily acquire private property 
for any use that it deems to be 
economically beneficial to the 
country's development. Unlike the 

former Act, the land acquired need 
not be confined to the State's use, 
but may be used "by any person or 
corporation for any purpose which 
in the opinion of the State Authority 
is beneficial to the economic 
development of Malaysia, or any 
part thereof or to the public general
ly, or any class of the public." 

(Previously, Section 3(b) used 
to read: 

"3. Acquisition of land 
The State Authority may ac

quire any land which is needed:
(a) for any public purpose; 
(b) by any person or corporation 

undertaking a work which in the 
opinion of the State Authority is of 
public utility; or" 

This change that any piece of 
privately-owned land can now be 
acquired not only for public use, 
that is for a school, hospital, high
way. public housing, etc., but for 
any development which the State 
decides to be of economic benefit. 
Development of such vague and 
broad meaning could well include 
golf courses, luxury condominiums 
and shopping complexes. Second
ly, the State is now empowered to 
acquire private land for the usc of a 
private individual or corporation. 
an idea that must s~rely be abhor
rent to any landowner. 

An insertion by way of Section 
68 A states: "where land has been 
acquired under this Act, whether 
before or after the commencement 
of this Section, no subsequent dis
posal or usc of. or dealing with the 
land. whether by the State 
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Authority or by the Government, 
person or corpomtion on whose be
half the land was acquired, shall 
invalidate the acquisition of the 
land." 

Prior to this, the original land
owner was entitled to press for the 
return of his property if the acquir
ing body failed to usc it for the 
public purpose for which it was 
seized. But with the new amend
ment, the State can acquire a piece 
of land purportedly for low-cost 
housing, decide otherwise later, 
and dispose of it to a private in
dividual or company for their own 
use. Hence it is perfectly lawful for 
the State to change its mind say, 
about building a stadium on a plot 
of land acquired, and to sell it to a 
developer for the development of a 
commercial complex. 

In short, the new effects of this 
pair of amendments are: 

•the removal of "public pur
pose" and "public utility" as 
grounds for government acquisi
tion of private land; 

•the government is empowered 
to acquire private land for the 
benefit of individuals or companies 
and; 

•any land acquired for whatever 
purpose cannot be challenged in a 
court of law. 

No Land Is Safe 
The broad and sweeping 

powers vested in the State, since 
land is a State matter. has left the 
landed class - from the owner of a 
small dusun to propertied barons -



,,, ...... 
ment claims, but at least it 
is not so easily open to 
abuse. Further more, say 
the objectors, most State 
governments can easily 
turn to land reclamation 
as an avenue for future 
development, be it for 
low-cost housing or com
merce and industries. 

Safeguards and 
Guidelines 

The ruling party has 
also spoken of safeguards 
in the Act against abuse 
and deviations, as well as 
guidelines for its proper 

:'M br~ .nd sweeping powws of h IIIMndmen._ 1o the Lind Acquisition Act haw left 
~ndividullla .nd communities ... Ching wi1h Wig« Wid ineecurity. 

implementation. For one, 
there is no safeguards 
whatsoever which arc ap
parent from the amendunhappy, angered and terribly in

secure over their hold on their as
sets. They can only seek legal 
redress over the issue of compensa
tion and nothing else. It would ap
pear that no private land, whether 
of schools, religious organizations, 
charitable trusts and individuals, 
would be safe from the future shop
ping list of the powers-that-be. In 
fact, the Deputy Minister in the 
PM's Department confirmed that 
the government would be acquir
ing land belonging to several 
schools in Kuala Lumpur with the 
aid of the Act. 

The excuses offered by govern
ment leaders from these controver
sial amendments, arc not at all 
convincing. The Prime Minister 
has claimed that the amendments 
arc aimed primarily for the rakyat, 
particularly the landless in the fu
ture. He was reported to have said 
that " in 60 years, the population 
would reach 70 million. While the 
land is not going to match the 
population increase ... people espe
cially the low-income group may 
not have a place to stay ... " 

His deputy Ghafar Baba has ex
plained the amendment by way of 
the fact that "we must give jobs to 
our people ... factories cannot be 

built on trees, it must be on land". 
He also complained of the delay 
caused by law suits over land ac
quisition matters, while the presi
dent of the MCA Dr Ling Liong Sik 
announced that the Act would 
stimulate rapid progress. 

Despite those soothing words 
from the top brass, many MPs en
countered difficulty placating their 
land-owning constituents. The 
pressure must have been tremen
dous for them to request a briefing 
from Ghafar Baba during a break in 
the sitting of Parliament. One can 
only guess that their misgivings 
were either sufficiently allayed by 
the " land docs not grow on trees" 
wisdom of the Deputy PM or they 
experienced some painful arm
twisting to tow the line, for 99 of 
them voted for the Act on July 30. 

Those who have criticised the 
amendments say the previous Act 
was more than adequate for land 
acquisition purposes. In Penang, 
for instance, large tracts of private 
land have been acquired for the 
State Economic Development Cor
poration. which in tum has 
privatised the property to the 
private sector for housing and other 
developmenL The process may 
take a little longer as the govern-
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ments. As for the guidelines, which 
have yet to be made public, they 
cannot be considered as anything 
more than an administrative 
measure that depends largely on the 
implementors or more correctly, 
the powers-that-be behind the im
plementors. 

It is difficult to take seriously 
the ruling party's pledge that ·the 
Act would not be abused given the 
government's past record of rough
riding over the people's rights and 
wishes. A Chief Minister, in his 
desperation to appeace his State, 
even gave his personal assurance 
that the State government would 
not abuse the provisions of the Act. 
There is scarce consolation in such 
personal assurances given the tran
sient nature of a politician's tenure 
and the fact that State governments 
are but an arm of the Federal 
government. 

The amendments have also led 
to speculation as to the intentions of 
the government regarding its usc. 
Several quarters. including the Op
position parties, have claimed that 
one of the immediate purposes of 
the Act is to enable the well-con
nected United Engineers Malaysia 
to acquire 26,000 hectares in Johor 



for the construction of the $2 billion 
second causeway between the State 
and Singapore as well as a $2 bil
lion township. It is not known how 
many landowners will be affected, 
but at least 10,000 people in 52 
kampungs in the area will face evic
tion. 

There are also claims that the 
Act is to help pave the way for 
various individuals to open more 
golf cow-ses and country clubs 
around the outskirts of Petaling 
Jaya where land had been pre-

viously acquired for public use. 
Some say it is also immediately in
tended for Langkawi, an allegation 
which must be causing the biggest 
landowner on the island sleepless 
nights in his Penang mansion. That 
these allegations, some of which 
have named important personalities 
in government, have not been 
refuted, is quite disturbing. 

Under such circumstances, it 
would be unreasonable to expect 
the Malaysian public to accept 
without qualms, that any land ac-

The OpeDIDg Chapter ... 
the Essence of Islam 

quired in the future would be for 
public good rather than for the 
private gain of favoured individuals 
or politically-controlled com
panies. Once the government can 
acquire land without fulftling the 
test of public good, then such 
powers can be easily abused for 
individual and private benefit. 

When all is said and done, we 
have but ourselves to blame for 
voting in the MPs who voted for the 
amendments.~ 

The opening chapter of the Quran has often been described as 'the essence of the Quran'. 
Decades ago, this chapter - the Surat-ul-Fatiha - was studied in depth and detail by Maw lana Abul 

Kalam Az.ad (1888 - 1958), one of the areatest Islamic thinkers of this century. The Tarjuman al- Quran 
(Vol. One) has now been re-printed by a Malaysian publisher. Islamic Book Trust. (Kuala Lumpur) 
with a new title TIN OJMIIinl CIIIIJ*r of 1M Q~UtU~. 

Kalam Azad•s interprewion of the opening chapter of the Quran is undoubtedly one of the most 
outstanding works ever produced on the Quran. He capttns the essential message of Islam: believe in 
God and do good. It is a message which goes beyond community and nationality, caste and class and 
indeed culture and religion. It is an eternal, universal message which serves as a bond uniting the whole 
of humankind. 

AnyonereadingAzad's Tlu Opellillf CIIGpuroftlu Q111t111 will soon realize that Islam was never 
meant to be a sectarian religion catering to a particular community of followers. distinguished by a 
strict adherence to certain practices, institutions and traditions. Rather, it is a holistic concept of life 
and living, centering around belief in the one God and expressing itself through values, norms, principles 
and ideals applicable to the entire human family. This is why Islam does not claim to be a new religious 
doctrine. It is "a reiteration or reminder of the Divine Message proclaimed by numerous prophets in 
different places and at different times." 

TIN o,.,., c,_,,., of liN Q111U is Ill excellent boot. If one had 10 recommend just one boot 
which provides a simple yet profound exposition of the lndh or the Qtnn. it would be Azad's 
masterpiece. The book is available at ledna boobiiOI'eS lhrouahout the country. It can also be obcained 
from 

Hj Koya Kully 
J Loron8 1 A/719 
Jalan Carey 
46()()() Petaling Jaya 
(Tel: 03-7928144) 
People of all faiths, especially those wbo cherish ow common humanity, will discover that TIN 

Ope11ing Cltllpter of tht Qur1111, ushers in a new vista of harmony, celebrates a new vision of unity for 
all.of us in this universe. 
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Ethics 

Throwing his Weight Around! 
An unfortunate incident 

took place in a conference 
organized by a 
newly-formed Malaysian 
youth ~on. Aliran 
President, Dr CHANDRA 
MUZAFFAR was 
deliberately removed from 
a panel d~on on 
'International Security' in 
order to acoommodate the 
ghes of the American 
Am~dor to Malaysia. 
Chandra writes about the 
incident •.• 

I
n early July I received an invita
tion from a recently established 
Malaysian youth organization to 

present a paper on 'Education for a 
multi-ethnic society' and to be a 
panelist in another session discussing 
a paper entitled 'The Challenge of 
Intemational Security: Beyond the 
Cold War and the Gulf War'. The 
paper writer for this session was 
going to be a Dr Robert C. Gray from 
Franklin & Marshall CoUege in the 
United States. 

I decided to accept the invita
tion mainly because the youth or
ganization in question is very 
multi-ethnic in composition (a 
rarity these days). Besides, its prin
ciple objectives are the promotion 
of "communication, education and 
understanding among all 
Malaysian youth .. and the inculca
tion of "a sense of national pride 
among all Malaysian youth that 
transcends ethnic boundaries". 
Also, I lcnow the parents of some of 

the officials of the youth body and 
respect them for their integrity. 

Two days before I left for Kuala 
Lumpur to attend the conference 
scheduled for 1 and 2 August I 
received a phone call from the 
president of the organization in
forming me that a mistake had been 
made. I was not supposed to be a 
panelist for the paper on Interna
tional Security. He wondered 
whether I would consent to be on 
another panel dealing with Or
ganizational Pluralism. I told him 
that I would prefer to remain on the 
Security panel. I had already 
prepared some notes. The topic was 
within the realm of political science 
which is my academic specialisa
tion.The young man listened and 
said that he would get back to me. 

Two days later, on 31 July, just 
as I was preparing to leave for the 
airport, I received another call from 
another official requesting me to 
participate in another panel, this 
time on 'Human Resource 
Development for Science and 
Technology'. Again, I politely 
turned down the request. I 
reiterated some of my reasons for 
wanting to remain on the Security 
panel. 

The next morning when I went 
to the conference I found out that 
my name was not on the 'Interna
tional Security' panel. The other 
three panelists who were listed with 
me in the letter of invitation from 
the organizer, were a lot luckier. 
IncidentaUy. they were also all 
Malaysians. 

I tried to find out from some of 
the officials of the organization 
why my name was left out. They 
did not seem to know. Some of the 
others thought that it was all a mis
take. 
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It was only later in the afternoon 
that I learnt that one of the leading 
officials of the organization had in
vited the American Ambassador to 
Malaysia to join the Security panel. 
The idea was to enhance ' the 
image' of the organization. The 
Ambassador, I was told, made it 
very clear that if he were to par
ticipate I would have to be 
removed. Neither he nor the 
American speaker, Dr Gray would 
feel comfortable if I were on the 
panel. 

It should be added, at this point, 
that there was an obvious US 
presence of sorts at the conference. 
Apart from Dr Gray, there were two 
other speakers from the Franklin & 
Marshall College. There was also a 
whole delegation of 10 to 12 stu
dents from the CoUege. An official 
at the US Embassy,hosted a dinner 
for some of the participants on 1 
August which I was not able to at
tend. 

The next morning, 2 August, 
was my turn to present my paper on 
'Education for a Multi-ethnic 
Society'. The paper was well 
received. But I was more concerned 
about what was going to happen in 
the afternoon, in the panel from 
which I had been excluded. 

AU the three original panelists 
were there on stage, together with a 
fourth panelist - the American Am
bassador - who had usurped my 
place. Tengku Ahmad Rithaudeen, 
the former foreign minister was the 
chairperson. Dr Gray's paper had a 
very strong US government bias 
with very little understanding of 
how people in the South perceive 
the changing international situa
tion. What else could one expect of 
someone who has worked as a 
policy analyst at the Pentagon in the 



office of the Secretary of Defence? 
Unfortunately, all the three 
Malaysian panelists failed to point 
out the obvious shortcomings in his 
presentation. Of course, the 
American Ambassador endorsed 
wholeheartedly most of what Dr 
Gray had to say. 

Partly because of what had hap
pened, partly because of Dr Gray's 
presentation, I decided to spealc up 
from the noor. This is something 
that I seldom do at seminars and 
conferences. In my comments, I 
showed why nations in the South 
had every reason to fear a unipolar 
international system dominated by 
the US. I also gave numerous ex
amples of selective justice and 
double standards in US foreign 
policy in the last few months since 
the Gulf War. Given its track 
record, no one who knows world 
politics would believe that the US 
can guarantee genuine internation
al security. 

At the end of my comments, I 
revealed the whole story of how I 
was removed from the panel be
cause of the attitude adopted by 
"some individual who cannot 
tolerate another point of view". I 
said that "there are individuals who 

represent governments which 
preach the virtues of democratic 
dissent, of political pluralism and 
yet are afraid of the clash of ideas." 

There was no direct response 
from the Ambassador to my public 
disclosure of 'behind-the-scenes' 
moves to remove me from the 
panel. Dr Gray tried to react to my 
comments but ended up making 
some silly noises. As a result of this 
incident, the conference closed on 
a somewhat unpleasant note. 

I have brought this unpleasant 
incident to the notice of the public 
so that many more Malaysians will 
come to realize that the United 
States government is not some 
angel holding aloft the torch of 
freedom and justice. It is a pity that 
many middle and upper-class 
Malaysians with very little 
knowledge of international affairs 
tend to be blind devotees of the US 
deity. For these unthinking fol
lowers of power and wealth, the US 
can do no wrong. It is a paragon of 
virtue! 

As my own recent experience 
shows, the US and its repre
sentatives abroad have no qualms 
about trampling upon democratic 
values when it suits their interests. 

They have always done this. This is 
why a number of distinguished 
analysts of international politics 
have often argued that there is a 
great deal of hypocrisy in US 
foreign policy. 

US officials abroad sometimes 
also tend to throw their weight 
around. This is a reflection of the 
arrogance they arc known to dis
play, especially in their dealings 
with people in the South. It is an 
arrogance which stems from their 
military might. 

But it is an arrogance which is 
facilitated by the attitudes of people 
in the South. Many people in power 
in the South, people with influence, 
with education, with wealth, tend to 
pander to US officials in their 
midst. They toady up to these offi
cials because of their own in
feriority complex or because they 
are overawed by that superficial 
glitter of gold which is so much a 
part of the American way of life. 

It is sad but true that a couple of 
the young Malaysians who or
ganized the conference which I at
tended, have been seduced by that 
glitter. As a result they lost a bit of 
their integrity. their self-respect. 

May this never happen again!+ 

U-8-At 
We'RE NUMBER 
ONt!WtftNaffJN. .. 

ONf ••. ? 
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Freedom 

A People Dispossessed 
The Palestinian question 

is the most talked about 
issue during the Gulf crisis. 
The refusal of the West in 
add~ing the Palestinian 
problem was one of the 
many reasons which led to 
the Gulf war. Sad dam 
H~in has argued that he 
would not d~ the 
Kuwaiti occupation unless 
the Palestinian occupation 
by Israel was also discussed. 

However, despite its 
importance in the Gulf 
crisis, few know about the 
background to the 
Palestinian issue. For those 
who do, they usually only 
remember the images of 
Palestinian terrorists, the 
PLO, and more recently 
children with stones. The 
following is a brief history 
of how Palestine was lost, 
compiled by STEVEN 
GAN from various sources. 
The Palestinian problem is 
undoubtedly the root of 
Arab-Israeli conflict, wars 
and Arab oppression in the 
Middle East which must be 
solved if there is to be 
durable peace in the region. 

.. It has to be said harshly. The state 
of Israel was established at the 

expense of the Arab - and in their 
place. We did not come into a void. 
There was an Arab sefflement here. 

We are settling Jews in places 
where there were Arabs. We are 

turning an Arab land into a Jewish 
land." 

Moshe Dayan, Foreign Minister orisrael, 
Y ediot Aharonot, 10 May 1973 

HOMElAND 

P
alestine is now called Israel. It 
is the homeland of the Pales
tinians who inhabited the 

country from the dawn of history 
until 1948. In that year, most Pales
tinians were foo::ibly displaced by 
Zionist Jewish tenorism and were 
forced to live in refugee camps in 
neighbouring Arnb countries. 
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ZIONISM 
Zionism is a political ideology 

which is based on the concept that 
Palestine belongs to the Jews due 
to a relatively brief occupation of 
Palestine by the Hebrews in ancient 
times. This "holistic right" of the 
Jews is upheld despite the fact that 
many other people occupied and 
ruled Palestine in its long history. 



British Mandate 1922·1948 UN Partition Plan 1947 
1922 Jewish State • 
668,000 Arabs owning 98% of the land. 
84,000 Jews owning 2" of the land. 

498,000 Jews 
497,000 Arabs 

57% of the total area of Palestine 
including the most fertile lands. 

1946 
1,237,000 Arabs owning 94% of the 
land. 608,000 Jews (twa-thirds immi
grants) owning less than 6" of the land. 

1948War 
760,000 Jews now in control of three
quarters of Palestine. 1,350,000 
Palestin•an Arabs dispersed: 
0 120,000 under alien rule in Israel 
0 450,000 in their own homes under 

Arab rule 
0 380,000 refugees •n Gaza and the 

West Bank 
0 400,000 refugees in exile outside 

Palestine. 

Arab State iiiJ 10,000 Jews 
- ·- 725,000 Arabs 

42% of the total area of Palestine, 
mostly hilly and U1product•ve 
Jerusalem 1 00,000 Jews 
(International zoM) 105,000 Arabs 

1967War 
2,365,000 Jews now in control of t he 
whole of Palest.ne (as -11 as parts of 
Egypt and Syna). 2,525,000 Palestin
ian Arabs dispersed: 
0 313,000 under alien rule in Israel 
0 640,000 in their homes under 

Israeli occupation 
0 540,000 refugees under Israeli 

occupation 
0 1,032,000 refugees in e>ule. 
Syria's Golan Heights 
annexed by Israel in 1981 . 
Egypt's Sinai Peninsula 
returned by Israel in 1982 
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JEWISH STATE 
In 1907, the World Zionist Or

ganization selected Palestine as the 
site of the Jewish state. 10 years 
later, the Zionists succeeded in lob
bying Britain, the occupying 
power, in committing itself to es
tablish "in Palestine, a national 
home for the Jewish people." 
Meanwhile, due to persecution in 
eastern Europe, Jewish immigra
tion to Palestine increased at an un
precedentallevel. 

UPRISINGS 
The Arabs reacted against this 

by staging demonstrations and 
strikes. There were Arab uprisings 
in 1920-21, 1929, 1933, 1936 and 
1937- 39. The Arabs, who were 
promised independence by the 
British in exchange for the help in 
fighting alongside the allies during 
World War 1, saw their hopes shat
tered as the Zionists consolidated 
their control over Palestine. 

BLOODY LEGACY 
In the late 1930s and the early 

1940s Jewish immigration ac
celernted again as Jews fled Europe 
to avoid being exterminated by the 
Nazis. By 1939 the Zionists were 
too strong and mobilized to be con
tained by the Arabs. The British 
who found it increasingly hard to 
handle the outbreak of hostilities 
finally handed the problem over to 
the United Nations in 1947. The 
British left behind a bloody legacy. 
During the British control of Pales
tine, over 50,000 Arabs were killed. 

PARTITION 
The United Nations approved a 

partition plan whereby the Jewish 
minority representing 30% of the 
population were given some 60% 
of Palestine. This solution, which 
virtually was a denial of the right to 
self-detennination of the Pales
tinians, was rejected by the Arabs. 
By denying the Palestinians the 
right to self- detennination, the UN 
partition plan was violating the 



provisions of the UN Charter which 
gave all people the right to self
determination and to decide their 
own destiny. 

TERRORISM 
To forcefuUy expel the Pales

tinians from their land so as to give 
way to a Jewish state, the Zionists 
resorted to terrorist actions. For in
stance, in April 1948, members of 
the lrgun Zvai Lcumi and the Stem 
Gang attacked an Arab village 
called Deir Y ass in. The whole vil
lage was razed to the ground so as 
to make way for an airfield. 254 
Arabs were killed, including 145 
women of whom 35 were pregnant. 
The surviving 150 women and or
phaned children were stripped and 
paraded on open trucks through 
Jerusalem where they were stoned 
and spat on. 

MASSACRE 
The result of the massacre 

created widespread fear and panic 
amongst the Arab population. 
Many fled to neighbouring 
countries. The Irgun Zvai Leumi 
leader, Menachcm Begin said, 
"The massacre was not only jus
tified, but there would not have 
been a state of Israel without the 

vtctory at Deir Yassin." In 1977, 
Mcnachem Begin became the 
Prime Minister of Israel. 

ARAB-ISRAEU WARS 
In 14 May 1948, the Zionists 

declared the establishment of the 
state of Israel. The Palestinians 
rebcUed. Several neighbouring 
Arab states assisted the Pales
tinians. TJUs was to be the first of 
the 5 major Arab-Israeli wars. At 
the end of hostilities, the Zionists 
had occupied 80% of Palestine. Of 
the remaining 20%, the West Bank 
was annexed by Jordan and the 
Gaza Strip carne under Egyptian 
administration. The Palestinians 
had lost everything. Some 800,000 
were made homeless and landless. 
They lived in tents as refugees in 
various neighbouring Arab 
countries. 

6-DAYWAR 
In 1956, another Arab-Israel 

war erupted when Nasser of Egypt 
nationalised the Suez Canal. 
Threatened by the fact that the Suez 
Canal was to be under the control 
of its rightful owners, Israel with 
the help of Britain and France at
tacked Egypt. In June 1967. Israel 
again attacked several surrounding 
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Arab states in what it claimed as a 
pre-emptive attack. In the after
math of the 6-Day War. Israel oc
cupied the rest of Palestine, the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank. In 
addition, Israel occupied Syria's 
Golan Heights and Egypt's Sinai 
Peninsula. Another 400,000 Pales
tinians were made refugees, taking 
the total to 1.6 miUion. 

QUINE/'RA 
In the October 1973 War, the 

Syrians won back part of their ter
ritory in Golan Heights. But before 
the Israelis withdrew, they 
demolished the whole town of 
Quinetra which at that time had a 
population of 55,000. In 1979, at 
Camp David Begin of Israel agreed 
to return the Sinai Peninsula back 
to Sadat of Egypt. 

LAW OF REI' URN 
Since 1948 Israel has ignored 

all requests and resolutions of the 
United Nations regarding the Pales
tinians. Under Israeli's "Law of 
Return" any Jew of any nationality, 
no matter how well off, is allowed 
to come from anywhere in the 
world and automatically take up Is
raeli citizenship. On the other hand, 
P.~estinian refugees are not al-

Anguished 
Palestinians:ln 1982, 
Israel bombed 1he cities 
of Lebanon, causing 
heavy casualties 11nd 
death. 



lowed to return to their own 
homeland. 

DEMOliSHED 
In addition, Israel has expelled 

more and more Palestinians and ex
propriated Arab land inside Pales
tine. Between 1948 and the end of 
1972, out of the original 475 Arab 
villages, a total of385 villages were 
demolished. Over 16.300 Arab 
houses were destroyed. Houses 
were demolished for two reasons. 
Many were destroyed under the 
policy of collective punishment for 
acts of resistance against the oc
cupation. Others are demolished or 
confiSCated to make way for Jewish 
settlers. 

GENEVA CONVENTION 
Israel repeatedly violated the 

Geneva Convention and received 
numerous condemnations from the 
UN. The Geneva Convention, on 
the protection of civilian persons in 
time of war, forbids the forcible 
transfer of inhabitants out of an oc
cupied territory and the movement 
iulo the territory of the c ivilian 
population of the occupying power. 
The Convention also deals with the 
proper treatment to be accorded to 
the civilians of an occupied ter
ritory and those under detention, it 
prohibits the imposition of collec
tive punishments. 

BOMBED 
By 1980, there were 6,000 

political prisoners in Israeli jails, 
many of whom were arrested 
without trials and were tortured. 
Even those who live in refugee 
camps outside Palestine were not 
spared from Israeli repression. For 
instance, on 17 July 1981 Israeli 
planes bombed Palestinian refugee 
camps in Beirut in their effort to hit 
at the Palestine Liberation Or
ganization (PLO), 200 civilians, 
most of whom were children, were 
killed and 700 wounded. In addi
llon. on the same day, Israel 
bombed the Lebanese towns of 

Damour, Nabatiyeh. Sidon, Tyre 
and Hasbaya. 

INV AS/ON OF LEBANON 
In 1982 Israel took a step fur

ther. Not being satisfied in only 
bombing the cities of Lebanon, Is
rael launched a full-scaled invasion 
of Lebanon. The PLO which was 
based there was forced to evacuate 
its forces to 7 Ar.tb countries. As a 
result, the PLO moved its head
quarters to Tunisia. On 17 Septem
ber, hundreds of Palestine civilians, 
including women and children, 
were massacred in Beirut's refugee 
camps of Sabra and Shatila by the 
Israeli- backed Lebanese Christian 
militias. 

SANCTIONS 
A UN Security Council resolu

tion which called for sanctions 
against Israel for its invasion of 
Lebanon was vetoed by the United 
States. After three years of occupa
tion, Israel redeployed its forces to 
an area called the "security zone" in 
southern Lebanon. This area is still 
occupied by Isrocl despite condem
nations by the UN. 

INTIFADAH 
In December 1987, following 

an incident in Gaza. the Pales
tinians of the West Bank and Gaza 
rose against the Israeli occupation 
in a spontaneous protest. The Pales
tinians called it the intifadah (holy 
uprising). The repression of the in
tifadah by the Israelis was harsh. 
Palestinians were killed by gunfire, 
tear-gas and various forms of beat
ings. Over 700 Palestinians were 
killed over a period of three years. 
260 of whom were children. 
Thousands were injured. The in
tifadah had successfully focussed 
international attention on the Pales
tinians aspirations and on their op
position to the occupation. 

SADDAM HUSSEIN 
However, after three years of 

intifadah and the loss of so many 
young Palestinians' lives, the end 
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of the Israeli occupation is nowhere 
in sight. It is not surprising then that 
the Palestinians welcomed Saddarn 
Hussein 's initiative- that the Pales
tinian occupation must be ad
dressed alongside the Kuwaiti 
occupation. For the Palestinians, it 
was an opportunity for them to 
highlight once again the fact that 
their land was occupied by the Is
raelis for over 23 years- an occupa
tion which the US and its western 
allies have time and again refused 
to address. 

US AID 
To all Palestinians, the Gulf war 

highlights the double standards of 
the US. On one hand it condemned 
the occupation of Kuwait by Iraq, 
and on the other hand giving 
military and other forms of assis
tance to the other aggressor and oc
cupier in the region, Israel. Israel is 
today the biggest recipient of US 
aid. Some of the aid money is being 
used to build new settlements for 
the one million Soviet Jewish im
migrants in the occupied territories. 
Such an act contravenes the Geneva 
Convention. The West. which is 
raising their hands in uproar over 
Iraq's violation of the Geneva Con
vention, had said nothing about 
Israel's treatment of civilians in the 
occupied territories for over two 
decades. 

DESPERATION 
The Palestinians are getting 

frustrated and increasingly 
desperate. So far rums were not 
used in the anufadah despite heavy 
casualties in the face of Israeli 
repression. There is more and more 
pressure for the Palestinian"s to 

revert to armed struggle for the 
liberation of their homeland. There 
is no indication that the Israelis are 
not going to hand the occupied ter
ritories back to the Palestinians. 
New Jewish settlements are being 
built everyday. By 1992. one mil
lion Sovicr Jews would be settled in 
Israel. ·> 

Source: Asa News. 4 Dec 1990 



CURRENT 
CONCERNS 

Academic Staff Grievances 

T he recent spate of resigna
tionsandthesUUfshortagein 

various local universities have once 
again brought to the fore the crisis 
confronting academia in our 
country. 

It is a crisis which has been 
brewing for a very long while. 
There are no easy remedies. It will 
not be in the interest of higher 
education to propound ad-hoc 
solutions which in the long run, 
will do more harm than good. The 
underlying causes of the present 
malaise should be studied in 
depth -before cures are applied. 

would be simple and straightfor
ward: to examine the grouses of 
academic staff and to suggest ap
propriate remedies. Given the ur
gency of the task, the inquiry 
should be completed in the 
shortest possible time. 

Though it will not be right to 
anticipate what an inquiry will 
reveal, it appears, from the com
ments of certain university ad-

ministrators, that salaries and 
conditions of service constitute a 
major grievance. Academics also 
seem to be unhappy about the in
creasing bureaucratization ofthe 
universities, their lop-sided power 
structure, their internal manage
ment, the cumbersome decision
making process pertaining to 
appointments and promotions, 
the absence of a clear-cut system 
of rewards for academic excellence 
and so on. Some of these problems, 
academics and university ad
ministrators argue, stem from a 
tendency among political and 
bureaucratic elites to treat 
universities as if they are part of 
the Civil Service. This is, in fact, a 
reflection of a larger, more com
plex problem: the extent and cpar
acter of control that the 
government exercises over the 
management of our universities. 

Seen from this angle, the 
recent call by University of 
Malaya Vice-Chancellor, Profes
sor Taib Osman, to put univer
sities under a separate body, a 
Universities' Commission, makes 
a lot of sense. The Commission 
would have the power to work out 
salaries and conditions of service 
which are appropriate to univer
sities. It would, in addition, deter
mine and control budgetary 
allocations for the universities. 
The Commission would, to all in
tents and purposes, become the 
employer of all university staff. 

This idea of a Universities' 
Commission was first mooted at a 
meeting of academic staff associ a-

For this purpose, an inde
pendent enquiry should be con
ducted into the grievances of 
academic staff in all our univer
sities. This probe should be under
taken by a small group of eminent 
individuals associated with 
university education but without 
any formal or informal ties to the 
academic community. There are a 
handful of such persons in our 
country. Their terms of reference Problems in academia: Low staff nlaries and increasing bureaucratization. 
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tion.s in 1974. It had considerable 
support among the academics 
present. In 1978, the concept was 
formally adopted by academic 
staff associations, together with 
the idea of a University Charter. 

The Charter spells out the 
rights and responsibilities of 
Malaysian academics, in a sober, 
rational manner. It locates their 
rights and responsibilities within 
the context of the Malaysian Con
stitution and the Rukunegara. 
There is strong emphasis in the 
Charter upon the importance of 
the academic contributing to 
society. The Universities' Com
mission, which is woven into the 
Charter, will not only seek to 
protect the academic's rights and 
responsibilities but will also en
sure that salaries and other terms 
of service are commensurate with 
his education and training. The 
Commission, like the Charter, 
commits itself to the protection of 
academic freedom and autonomy. 

A committee of inquiry, if it is 
established, should look at this 
University Charter of 1978, espe
cially the proVlsJon on a 
Universities' Commission. It may 
offer some solutions to legitimate 
academic grievances which 
demand urgent attention from the 
powers-that-be. 

The Executive Committee 

13 August 1991 

Let's Look After Our Own 
Security 

A t the recently concluded 
ft.ASEAN foreign ministers 
meeting, Malaysia adopted a prin
cipled position on the queation of 
regional security. Our Foreign 
Minister, Datuk Abdullah Badawi 
made it very clear that "the crea
tion of a military bloc in Southeast 
Asia will not guarantee peace and 
stability in the region•. It is sig
nificant that he stressed that 
security could be enhanced "by 
building upon the philosophy of 
ASEAN, the underlying concept of 
ZOPFAN (zone of peace, freedom 
and neutrality), the Treaty of 
Amity and Cooperation as well as 
the existing network of bilateral 

security arrangements among 
ASEAN countries." 

Though the Foreign Minister 
was merely reiterating a stand the 
government has taken for many 
years now, his statement assumes 
a certain importance in the light 
of increasing pressures within and 
outside ASEAN to focus upon the 
military dimension of security. 

It is no coincidence that these 
pressures are emanating from cer
tain quarters in the wake of the 
end of the Cold War and the Gulf 
War. Encouraged by the Soviet 
Union's submission to its will and 
enthused by its crushing victory 
over Iraq, the United States is 
more determined than ever to play 
a leading role in shaping regional 
security arragementseverywhere 
-including Southeast Asia. A high 
US official made this explicit at 
the ASEAN post- ministerial con
ference. 

In order to justify its security 
role, the US has to convince 
ASEAN states that there are con
tinuing military threats to their 
individual and collective stability. 
It is worth noting that sections of 
the popular press and academic 
and military journo.ls in the US 
are beginning to talk of the likely 
emergence of Japan, China and 
India as major military powers 
who, in the long run, may jeopard
ise the security of ASEAN. 

While it would be naive to dis
miss speculation of this sort as 
mere propaganda, it would be 
equally wrong to exaggerate these 
'Asian threats' to our region- espe
cially if exaggeration has an ul
terior motive. It would indeed be 
tragic if certain ASEAN states, for 
whatever reason, believe that 
Japan or China or India poses an 
imminent danger to their 
security and then begin to seek 
protection from a "benign" 
military superpower. 

We have ample evidence from 
the era of Cold War politics ofhow 
perceptions of a threat had often 
persuaded small states to inten
sify military spending. Invariably, 
they became clients of either the 
US or the Soviet Union. This, in 
turn,led to their neighbours align
ing themselves to one power bloc 
or the other. Regional conflicts 
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were the inevitable consequence 
of this pattern of politics. They 
were responsible for most of the 
127 wars fought mainly in the 
Third World since 1945. These 
wars in which Third World states 
were, to a large extent, mere 
proxies of the US or the USSR 
killed some 22 million men, 
women and children! 

This is why ASEAN states 
should not seek alliances with 
either a military superpower or 
with any emerging Asian power. 
ASEAN should look after its own 
security. ZOPFAN provides the 
key to our future. 

After 20 years - most of it spent 
on hibernation -it is time to revive 
ZOPFAN from slu.mber and give it 
new life and meaning. As part of 
the plan to implement ZOPFAN in 
the post·Cold War era, ASEAN 
leaders should try to formulate a 
realistic time-table which would 
lead to the phasing out of foreign 
bases in the region and the 
abrogation of military treaties 
with non-ASEAN states. 

At the same time, ASEAN 
states should, as a matter of 
priority, establish an effective 
mechanism for resolving conflicts 
and disputes in a peaceful man
ner. There should be clear proce
dures pertaining to negotiation, 
mediation, arbitration and other 
aspects of conflict resolution. 
Some current disputes within 
ASEAN related to conflicting ter
ritorial claims, for instance, could 
be resolved through this 
mechanism. 

However, establishing a 
mechanism for conflict resolution 
is not enough if economic, political 
and cultural relationships within 
ASEAN do not compel national 
leaders to develop common 
perspectives on regional security. 
In this connection, it is particular
ly important to encourage and im
prove economic cooperation 
among ASEAN states. If common 
economic interests grow and ex
pand through economic coopera
tion, it is quite conceivable that 
ASEAN member-states will even
tually evolve a common percep
tion of what constitutes their 
collective well- being. Likewise, if 
a deeper understanding of the his-



torical and cultural unity of the 
region develops through extensive 
interaction amongst the people, 
ASEAN could become more aware 
of its shared destiny. 

What this means is that the 
cultural, economic and political 
underpinnings of regional 
cooperation are much more impor
tant to ASEAN security than 
military alliances and military 
pacts with military superpowers. 

15 Augt& 1991 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

The OIC's Sin 

I t is a matter of great regret that 
the Organization of Islamic 

Conference (OIC), at its recent 
meeting in Istanbul, refused to en
dorse a resolution requesting the 
United Nations Security Council to 
lift its economic sanctions upon 
Iraq. 

In stark contrast to this, the 
World Council of Churches based 
in Geneva continues to explore 
ways and means of persuading the 
UN to lift. those sanctions which 
have caused so much suffering t.o 
the people of Iraq. The Middle 
East Council of Churches has also 
appealed to the UN to end sanc
tions. 

Secular organizations like the 
International Physicians for the 
Prevention of Nuclear War 
(IPPNW) have been equally 
forthright about the adverse con
sequences of economic sanctions 
upon women, children and other 
vulnerable groups in Iraq. At its 
tenth anniversary Congress held 
in Stockholm last month, the 
IPPNW called for the immediate 
repeal of sanctions. Trade unions, 
public interest societies, charity 
organizations and other groups 
from various parts of the world 
have also chosen to plead with the 
UN to end sanctions. 

For most of these groups, both 
spiritual and secular, the 
humanitarian factor has been 
paramount. They know that a 
colossal human tragedy is unfold
ing in Iraq. Thousands of children 
have died as a result of the direct 
and indirect effects of economic 

For most of theu 
groups, both spiritual 

and secular, the 
humanitarian factor has 
been paramount. They 
know that a colossal 

human tragedy is 
unfolding in Iraq. 

Thousands of children 
hare died as a result of 
the direct and indirect 

effects of economic 
sanctions ... 

" 
sanctions imposed a year ago. The 
impact upon the food and health 
sectors in particular has been 
devastating. As the UN mission to 
Iraq Jed by Prince Sadruddin Aga 
Khan observed in its 15 July 1991 
report, "the last reserves of food 
commodities that are included in 
the ration basket are in the 
process of being exhausted." The 
report also warns of "a general 
collaptse oflraq's health services.» 
It should be noted, in this connec
tion, that before sanctions, Iraq, 
according to the UN report, had "a 
wide-reaching and sophisticated 
health system ... capable of 
routinely providing services such 
as kidney dialysis treatment in 
regional hospitals." 

Humanitarian considerations 
aside, sanctions have also brought 
to the fore a very important ques
tion of pnnciple. When the 
Security Council imposed com
prehensive sanctions on trade to 
and from Iraq under resolution 
661 on 6 August 1990, it was crys
tal clear that the purpose was to 
compel Iraq to withdraw from 
Kuwait. Following its military 
defeat by the US-led coalition at 
the .and of February 1991, Iraq 
was forced out of Kuwait. What 
this means is that there has been 
no justification at all for maintain
ing sanctions against Iraq since 
the end ofFebruary. The reason is 
simple and straightforward: the 
sole purpose behind sanctions -
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getting Iraq out of Kuwait - had 
been achieved. 

It should be emphasised, at 
this point, that when the sanc
tions resolution was adopted in 
August last year, no Security 
Council member linked it to the 
destruction of Iraq's nuclear 
facilities or its biological and 
chemical weapons. Neither did 
any Council member suggest that 
President Saddam Hussein 
should be overthrown or the 
Baathist regime eliminated before 
economic sanctions can be lifted. 
If the imposition of economic sanc
tions had some other ulterior mo
tive or if it had a hidden agenda, 
it is quite likely that some of the 
thirteen Security Council mem
bers who approved the resolution 
would have abstained or voted 
against it. 

It is apparent that neither 
humanitarian considerations nor 
issues of principle were impor
tant to the majority of OIC mem
bers who rejected the just request · 
to repeal sanctions. In a sense, it 
is ironical that an Islamic or
ganization should adopt such a 
position since Islam clearly 
prohibits punitive action against 
the civilian population of a 
country vanquished in war. 

On the other hand, it is not 
really surprising that the OIC 
refused to endorse the lifting of 
sanctions. It is quite well known 
that the OIC, since its inception, 
has been under the influence of 
Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, the various 
Gulf kingdoms, Egypt and Pakis
tan have also played a big role in 
the organization. 

Saudi influence upon the OIC 
and what this implies reminds me 
of the remark attributed to the 
eminent scholar, Ali Mazrui. Since 
the Saudi monarchy is often 
described as the custodian of the 
holy shrines at Mecca and 
Medina, the United States which 
acts as protector of the kingdom is, 
in Ali's words, "the custodian of 
the custodian." 

15 August 1991 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President 



continued from back 
page:Semangat Strikes 
Double Blow in Kelanlan. 

open up new businesses by 
eliminating red-tape. It has done 
away with licence fees for trishaw 
riders who are generally among 
the poorest in the state. It has in
creased the representation 
of members from minority com
munities in local town councils. 

Most of all, it has discouraged 
wasteful projects and lavish 
spending within the administra
tion. The victory is also a 
personal triumph for the popular 
but humble Mentri Besar, Nik 
Aziz (or Tok Guru as he is 
referred to by the Kelantanese) 
and the simple life-style and 
values he advocates. 

APU COOPERATION 
Perhaps voters also felt that 

the relatively new state govern
ment ought to be given a chance 
to prove itself. If Kelantan is con
sidered "underdeveloped" today, 
many Kelantanese realize that a 
large portion of the responsibility 
has to be borne by the Barisan 
which controlled the state govern
ment there for more than a decade 
before the general election in 
1990. 

PAS-Semangat 46 coopera
tion under the Angbtan Per
paduan Ummah (APU) banner 
also held up well in the face of 
intensive carnp:ugnmg by 
Barisan big-wigs, which included 
Deputy Prime Minister Ghafar 
Baba. The Semangat 46 can
didates were widely seen as APU 
representatives and this helped to 
attract the main body of tradition
al PAS supporters in addition to 
Seman gat 46 loyalists. 

BEI'RAYED 
The Semangat 46 victories 

also reflected the unpopularity of 
the Barisan candidates who had 
previously won their seats under 
the Conner's flag. Many Seman gat 
46 supporters felt betrayed when 
the two later declared that they 
were never Semangat 46 mem
bers in the first place. 

Besides the revulsion felt over 
the spate of cross-overs (which 
were then exaggerated ten-fold in 
the media), ordinary folk were 
also distwi>cd by reports of cor
ruption and the prevalence of 
money politics. 

BWW FOR ANNUAR 
The Barisan defeat is also 

viewed by political analysts as a 
personal blow for Senator Annuar 
Musa, the Kelantan UMNO Baru 
deputy liaison chainnan who was, 
however, reported to be 
"jubilant" over the reduced 
majorities. Annuar, who has been 
alleged by certain quarters to be 
arrogant, was specially hand
picked by Prime Minister 
Mahathir to be the Kelantan rep
resentative in his Cabinet follow
ing the white-wash of the state 
Barisan at the last general elec
tion. 

RAZALEIGH'S 
INFLUENCE 

Ra.zaleigh Hamzah 's personal 
influence in his home state con
tributed greatly to his party's vic
tory. The prince, who is also 
Semangat 46 president, remains 
the focus of local pride whilst at 
the same time wielding the aura of 
royalty. His decision to go on a 
house-to-house campaign had a 
telling effect on the outcome of 
the polls. 
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UNBEATABLE 
COMBINATION 

In Kelantan, the dividing line 
between religious values and sen
timents on the one hand and 
political allegiance on the other is 
for the most part blurred. Unlike 
the urban regions of Malaysia, 
where economic considerations 
and 'bread and butter' issues are 
of paramount importance in 
swinging votes, the people of 
Kelantan,like those in most other 
rural areas, have generally placed 
great store in upholding ethical 
and moral principles in conduct
ing their daily affairs. 

Thus, implicit threats that 
"development" to these areas 
would be affected if the Barisan 
was to lose there did not bring 
about the desired results (for the 
Barisan); the Barisan, perhaps 
sensing this, was uncharacter
istically forced to concede that 
development in Sungai Pinang 
and Limbungan would continue 
even if the party was to lose. 

With Semangat 46's partner, 
PAS, drawing on the strong 
religious fervour in the state 
which is sometimes referred to as 
the Veranda of Mecca, the fusion 
of local pride, affection for the 
royalty, religious sentiments and 
ethical values within the APU 
coalition proved to be unbeatable. 

REDUCED MAJORII'IES 
Having looked at the factors 

which led to the Semangat 46 
wins, one cannot ignore the fact 
that the majorities, though re
spectable. were indeed lower. In 
Sungai Pinang, Semangat 46's 
share of the votes cast went down 
marginally from 62% (at the 1990 
general election) to 58% this time, 
while the drop was sharper at 
Limbungan (from 68% to 57%). 
Still, it would be naive for anyone 



to assume that this represented a 
victory, "moral" or otherwise, for 
the Barisan. 

MEDIA AND 
MACHINERY 

For one thing, the Barisan had 
a tremendous advantage with the 
mass media under its control. The 
media has traditionally manipu
lated its coverage of election cam
paigns. Over the course of time it 
has developed it into something of 
a fine art. A familiar pattern has 
emerged. At the start of the cam
paign, the media normally con
cedes that the opposition is the 
favourite. Thereafter, it is 
downhill all the way for the op
position, or so the media would 
like us to believe. 

To prop up the illusion and to 
try and build up the momentum 
for the Barisan, reports of defec
tions from the opposition and in
terviews with those concerned are 
highlighted or even exaggerated 
in order to create the impression 
that the opposition party con
cerned is crumbling to pieces. 
News reports might then state that 
the crowds at opposition 
ceramahs are dwindling while 
those at Barisan ceramahs are in
creasing. Lo and behold! by poll
ing day, the Barisan candidate 
emerges after a bruising cam
paign as the odds on favourite. 
This manipulation of election 
coverage would have certainly 
had an effect on a few would-be 
Semangat 46 voters. 

In addition, virtually the entire 
national UMNO Baru party 
machinery was concentrated in 
Limbungan and Sungai Pinang 
this time, unlike the last general 
election campaign when the 
party's resources were spread 
thinly over the length and breadth 
of the country. In this respect, 

UMNO Baru's party machinery 
was far superior to Semangat's. 

CAMPAIGN PERIODS 
Many observers were 

astonished when Ghafar Baba 
said on polling day thatthe 12-day 
campaign period for the two by
elections was too short. "If the 
campaign period had been longer, 
we would have been able to ex
plain matters better to the elec
torate," he said. After all, it was 
only in October 1990, during the 
general election that Barisan 
leaders had argued that a nine-day 
campaign period was more than 
adequate for opposition parties to 
state their case before the elec
torate, and that too without the 
benefit of a subservient media. 
Most people could be forgiven for 
feeling a little confused now! 

MISSING NAMES 
There were also reports of 

voters whose names were missing 
from the electoral roUs. Seman gat 
46 leaders had also pointed out 
that many of their supporters were 
now working in other states and 
did not see the urgency in return
ing home to vote. 

DEVEWPMENT 
Although the Barisan main

tained that development to the two 
areas would not he affected even 
if it lost, a number of voters, espe
cially those from the lower in
come group. must have been 
sufficiently taken in by the 
Barisan • s constant references to 
"development" and the promise 
of a better life. 

CONFUSION 
The High Court verdict that 

the two Barisan candidates were 
never Semangat 46 members- al
though they had won their seals 
under Semangat tickets in Oc-
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tober 1990 - must surely have 
created some confusion among 
the electorate. That could have 
contributed to the lower 
majorities which Semangat 46 
received. The Court decision it
self resulted in quite a few raised 
eye-brows in legal and political 
circles. It remains to be seen now 
whether UMNO Baru will suc
ceed in its bid to challenge the 
validity of the two by-elections 
and whether Semangat 46 will 
succeed in the appeal to the 
Supreme Court against the High 
Court decision. 

IMPRESSIONS 
One important observation -

the decision by the APU com
ponent parties in the Kelantan 
government not to use State 
facilities in the election campaign 
was most laudable and worthy of 
emulation. The Kelantan state 
government has made the correct 
distinction between party and 
State interests. Mature voters will 
not fail to appreciate such efforts. 

What conclusions can we 
draw from the outcome of these 
two by- elections? The voters of 
Limbungan and Sungai Pinang in 
Kelantan have shown that they are 
not about to welcome the Barisan 
back with open arms, develop
ment or no development. For 
them, ethics and morality are far 
more important Kelantan 
remains solidly under the APU 
despite a slight swing to the 
Barisan. 

The Barisan, meanwhile, will 
now have to work doubly hard to 
regain the trust of voters in this 
east coast state. Semangat 46 for 
its part has proven that, whilst it 
may be pa{tially crippled in most 
other states, it is still very much a 
force to be reckoned with in the 
East Coast.+ 



Semangat 46 Strikes 
Double-blow In Kelantan 
• Barisan Nasional suffers two by

election defeats in one night 
The BN's victory 

formula· pi'OIIUes of 
development, orchEStrated 
CI"OfiS-Overs, manipulated 
~media coverage, 
unbeatable machinery and 
money politics • so 
suc:cessful in the recent 
Prai by~ failed to 
repeat itself in Kelantan. 
What went wrong? ANIL 
NE'ITO takes a look at 
the remits and~ 
the issues involved. 

E. a very r.R occasion when 
Daman 1oacs a by-election. 
it to lose twice on lhe same 

nighl (Aug 24, 1991) -· now &hal 
would have been unthinkable. But 
oiMously noc so f<w lhe residents ol 
Unbunpn and Sungai Pinlllg in 
Kdanlan. 

For Semangal46, the victories 
were especially sweet since many 
had already wriuen off the party 
as a spent force. If UMNO Baru 
had harboured hopes thallhe out
come ollhele polls would puve 
10 be the final nail in Semangal 

KELANTAN. BY-ELECTIONS 
SUNGAI PINANG -- -- --- - - -- - -

1. Haji Nordin Salleh (BN) 4,357 
2 Haji Mahmud Yaakub (Semangat) 6,351 
3 Wan Abdul Rahman Wan Hassan (ind) 25 
4. Wan Mohamed Wan Abdullah (lnd) 38 
fumout : 10,994 (71.25%) 
Spolit votes : 223 
Majority : 1,994 (Previous majority: 3,180) 
Total voters : 15.430 

_ _ LIMBONGAN_ 
1. Haji Wan Najib Wan Mohamed (BN) 4,248 
2. Haji Samat Mamat (Semangat) 5,808 
3. Mat Hassan Jusoh (lnd) 60 
4. Afandi Hassan (lnd) 26 

Turnout: : 10,234 (74.8%) 
Spolit votes : 92 . . . 
Majority . 1,560 (PreVIOUs majority: 3, 732) 
Total voters : 13,681 

46's coffin, it was quickly jolted 
back to reality. Semangat 46 
proved lhat there was stiU some 
life in it yet. 

Although Barisan leaders and 
their controlled media tried to 
console themselves by repeatedly 
stressing that the Semangat 46 
majorities had been reduced. the 
truth is the margins of viet~ 
were quite respectable. 

WIDESPREAD SUPPOKT 
The victory shows that there is 

still widespread support for the 
PAS-Scmangat 46 controlled 
state government and most of the 
policies it has introduced since it 
swept into power in October 
1990. Among other things. it has 
made it easier for individuals to 

_.continued on page 38 




