


The National 
Development Policy 

Attainable only if founded on justice 

The NDP adopted many 
of the recommendations 
made by the 150- member 
NECC. But it 
conspicuously omitted an 
all-important 
recommendation for an 
independent monitoring 
body nor did it attempt to 
offer concrete solutions to 
genuine ethnic grievances, 
says CHANDRA 
MUZAFFAR. 

T 
hough the National Develop
ment Policy (NDP) an
nounced by Dr Mahathir 

Mohammad in the Malaysian Parlia
ment on 17 June 1991 retains the 
basic strategies of the New Economic 
Policy of the last 20 years - eradicat
ing poverty irrespective of ethnicity 
and restructuring society in order to 
reduce the identification of com
munity with economic function, - it, 
nonetheless, contains some new in
sights and some fresh perspectives. 

The NDP which forms part of 
the Second Outline Perspective 
Plan (OPP2) from 1991 to 2000 
seeks, for instance. to eradicate 
hard- core poverty and to reduce 
relative poverty. By targetting 
hard- core poverty, the government 
has shown that it realizes that in 
spite of its stupendous achievement 
in reducing absolute poverty from 
52.4 per cent in 1970 to 17.1 per 
cent in 1990, there are groups in the 
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A keiUe and little else 
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Despite a dramatic 
decrease in the in
cidence of absolute 
poverty, there are groups 
within the country which 
are desperately poor. 



country which are desperately 
poor. 

According to official statistics, 
there are about 143,100 households 
in this category. They receive less 
than half of the 'poverty-line' in
come. (For 1990, the poverty-line 
was 370 ringgit per month for a 
household size of five in Peninsular 
Malaysia. 544 ringgit for a 
household size of 5.4 in Sabah and 
452 ringgit for a household size of 
5.2 in Sarawalc) 

Equally significant, the govern
ment recognizes that in the course 
of implementing the NEP, relative 
poverty has become "a more impor
tant issue". Income gaps within, 
and between, communities, sectors 
and regions have become more 
pronounced, at least in certain in
stances. These disparities and im
balances especially between states 
and regions. will be given more at
tention in the NDP. 

Another lesson that the govern
ment has learnt from the NEP years 
pertains to the creation of a 
Bumiputera commercial and in
dustrial community (BCIC). In the 
past, the government emphasized 
ethnic quotas, the special allocation 
of shares, the provision of business 
licences and the aw3J'd of public 
sector contracts in order to create a 
BCIC. While this policy will con
tinue in a more flexible manner, the 
NDP promises to give priority to 
the development of management 
and entrepreneurial skills among 
the Bumputeras. The ability to 
manage - rather than to just possess 
-wealth will be a vital quality of an 
active and dynamic BCIC of the 
future. 

TheNDPhasmadearightmove 
in yet another direction. It seeks to 
reduce "high public sector involve
ment in direct production ac
tivities". As has been happening 
since the mid-eighties, the private 
sector will be the main engine of 
growth. 

There is also emphasis upon 
human resource development. This 
will include not only the creation of 

"a productive and disciplined work 
force and developing necessary 
skills to meet the challenges of an 
industrial society" but also the in
culcation "of moral and ethical 
values in order to achieve the objec
tives of growth and distribution." 

The NDP, unlike the NEP, is 
also acutely conscious of the im
portance of "making science and 
technology integral components of 
socio-economic planning and 
development and promoting a 
science and technology culture 
compatible with the process of 
building a modern industrial 
economy." 

Environment 
At the same time, the NDP 

pledges to give adequate attention 
"to the protection of the environ
ment and ecology so as to maintain 
the long-term sustainability of the 
country's development as well as 
the quality of life." 

It is worth observing that many 
of these NDP proposals are very 
similar to recommendations con
tained in the National Economic 
Consultative Council's (NECC) 
report submitted to the government 
in February this year. The 150-
membcr NECC representing al
most the entire spectrum of 
Malaysian society was established 
by the government in January 1989 
to formulate proposals for a policy 
to replace the NEP. 

While the NECC's influence 
upon the NDP is unmistakable, it is 
a pity that its most important 
recommendation is not included in 
the new policy. The NECC had 
proposed the establishment of an 
independent commiSSIOn to 
monitor the implementation of the 
post- 1990 economic policy to en
sure that it did not deviate from its 
stated objectives. 

The commission comprising 
representatives from all com
munities and regions would have 
had the power to recommend to 
both public and private sector 
authorities remedial measures 
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aimed at rectifymg shortcomings in 
their implementation of the next 
economic policy. In the process, it 
would have enhanced the principle 
of accountability in both sectors of 
the economy. 

Apart from its well-known 
aversion to any suggestion of an 
independent institution with the 
right to check the people in power, 
the national leadership, it appears, 
views the commission proposal as 
an attempt to create 'a government 
within a government'. This is of 
course not true at all. The commis
sion would have had the authority 
.to monitor only the implementation 
of policy and nothing more. The 
formulation of development policy 
and the promulgation of relevant 
legislation, needless to say, would 
remain in the hands of the govern
ment of the day and parliament. 

The failure to incorporate the 
proposal to set up an independent 
monitoring mechanism has flawed 
the NDP. On deeper reflection, 
even the strategies it espouses in 
order to achieve some of its other
wise laudable goals raise some per
tinent questions. Is it possible, for 
instance, to reduce income dis
p3J'ities by merely "opening more 
income opponunities" for the poor 
and by improving their "access to 
better services and amenities"? 
Shouldn't the lower-income groups 
be provided with the incentives and 
the opportunities to own and con
trol at least a portion of industrial 
and commercial assets? 

South Korea is an example of a 
newly industrializing economy 
(nie) which, in spite of its dramatic 
industrial development, has failed 
to bridge the widening gap between 
the upper and lower income groups 
in their control of industrial wealth. 
Singapore, on the other hand, is one 
of those new, modem economies 
which through its trade union 
movement and cooperatives has 
provided an opening for ordinary 
wage-earners to acquire a stake in 
the nation's commercial wealth. 



The other question 
we should ask is this: 
Will management 
slcills, however crucial, 
enable Bumiputeras, as 

nificant segment of 
labour is Bumiputera. 
Could a capital-labour 
split emerge which 
would then translate it
self into ethnic tensions, 
especially if there are 
serious income dis
parities in the industrial 
sector? 

On the non-

a community, to suc
ceed in domestic trade if 
a huge segment of the 
existing retailing and 
wholesaling network 
which is dominated by 
Chinese Malaysians 
does not encourage ac
tive Bumiputra par
ticipation? Would 
reducing the role of the 
public sector in the 
economy through a r 
variety of privati1.ation 
programmes lead to the 
growth of a handful of 
private monopolies 
which are incapable of 
protecting the genuine 
interests of consumers 
and workers alike? The HOP • acutely conaclou. of the importance of "making 

aclenc:e and technology Integral componants of socio-economic 
p ..... ning.• 

Similarly, will the 
NDP desire to make 

Burniputera side. the 
continuance of ethnic 
quotas biased towards 
Bumiputeras in institu
tions of higher learning 
in particular is bound to 
generate a lot of unhap
piness. The collective 
disillusionment among 
Chinese, Indian and 
Eurasian Malaysians 
will increase in the com
ing years. as they dis
cover that alternative 
overseas outlets for 
higher education arc be
coming more and more 

local conditions as con-
ducive as possible for foreign in
vestments result in greater foreign 
control and dominance over seg
ments of the local economy, and 
thereby negate our quest for self
reliant development? Equally im
portant, how much weight can one 
attach to that noble aim of instilling 
moral and !'piritual values in the 
populace when the NDP is not 
prepared to adopt the NECC 
proposal to free the present anti
corruption agency from executive 
control? Indeed, one even wonders 
if equating 'development' with 
economic development in the new 
policy will only reinforce the 
'economistic' image of the present 
national leadership. In other words, 
isn't development a more holistic 
concept which embraces many 
other dimensions oflifc and living? 

Finally. since the overall goal of 
the NDP is national unity. does the 
new policy stand a better chance 
than its predecessor of bringing the 
diverse communities closer 

together? Compared to the NEP, 
the NDP adopts a more balanced 
approach to the aspirations of both 
bumiputeras and non-bumiputeras. 
For instance, while noting that 
burniputcras are under-represented 
in the private sector, the NDP 
agrees that "a better representation 
of non- bumiputras in public sector 
appointments such as in the middle 
and senior levels of the civil ser
vices will improve the ethnic situa
tion of employment in the sector." 

Nonetheless, the NDP could 
have shown greater awareness of 
how some of its strategies may im
pact upon ethnic relations in the 
next 10 years. Would rapid, mas
sive industrialization spearheaded 
by the private sector in a de-regu
lated economy in which the state's 
role is minimal have some adverse 
implications for Bumiputcra-non
Bumiputem tics, at least in the short 
run? For private industrial capital is 
largely foreign and, to some extent, 
Chincse-Malaysian, while a sig-
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expensive. 
The NDP could have at least 

proposed a time-table of sorts for 
the ]Jhasing out of ethnic quotas in 
certain faculties - like Arts and So
cial Sciences - of some local 
universities. In fact, in some facul
ties and departments. even if there 
were no quotas, Bumiputra repre
sentation would still be significant
ly high for the simple reason that 
the number of qualified candidates 
from the community has increased 
considembly over the last two 
decades or so. 

Herein lies one of the major 
weaknesses of the NDP: it fails to 
offer concrete solutions to some 
very genuine ethnic grievances. It 
is, therefore, doubtful that it will 
succeed in promoting unity among 
the different communities. 

For in the ultimate analysis 
unity, the fl.c'DP's dream, is at
tainable only if it is founded upon 
justice -justice for each and evcT) 
Malaysian. ·> 



"What comes from the lips reaches 

the ear, what comes from the heart 

reaches the heart. • -Arab Proverb 

HEART TO 
HEART 

ZEGNA SUITS, 
COMMUNAL POLITICS AND 

THE PRAI ELECTION 

I 
was having a cup of tea the other 
day together with a friend of 
mine, Krishnan, chatting about 

rreent happenings. Krishnan is a very 
ambitious executive in his late twen
ties, who has dreams of making it big 
in the corporate world some day. In 
the course of our convessation, we 
eventually (and inevitably) touched 
on a recent political controversy. 

"So what do you think of all this 
fuss about Samy YeUu's $2,000 
Zegna suits?" I asked. 

"It is extravagant, isn't it? But 
then, why pick on him? All those 
other ministers like Anwar are 
wearing equally expensive suits. I 
mean, that's the kind of life-style 
they are all used to, so what's the 
big deal," replied Krishnan. 

"But then, what about aU those 
poor estate workers? How would 
they react seeing their elected rep
resentative in a lavish suit when 
they are barely surviving from hand 
to mouth?" I was curious to find out 
how Krishnan could justify such 
opulence. 

"Look, whatever you may say, 
nobody can deny that Samy Yellu 
has done a lot for the Indian com
munity. In fact, I think there are 
many Indians out there who are 
grateful and perhaps even proud to 
have someone like him at the top 
who is in a position to fight for their 
rights." he insisted adamantly. 

In a way, he was quite right. 
Most Malaysians tend to blindly 
support those leaders and parties 

" ... the nation's cor
porate weaHh is con

centrated in the hands 
of a mum-ethnic net

work of elites." 

that can best champion the interests 
of their respective ethnic groups. 
The shortcomings of these leaders 
are readily overlooked because 
"everybody else does it anyway". 
Somehow, it is felt that the com
munity can ill- afford to lose the 
services of such leaders who in
variably are more concerned about 
their own self-interests. 

However, another acquaintance 
of mine, Francis, had this to say: "I 
lost whatever regard I had for Samy 
Yellu after 1 saw him promoting 
those Zenga suits. After aU, what 
has he really done for the Indians? 
In 1970, the Indians controlled over 
1% of the economy. Today, it has 
dropped to just 1%, so why is he 
talking so big?" 

It was obvious that Francis was 
not a great fan of Sarny Yellu. After 
he had calmed down a little, he 
lamented, "But then who else is 
there to look after the interests of 
the Indians? If the DAP was in 
power, I don't think they will care 
much about theplightoflhe Indians 
either." 

Although Francis clearly disap
proved of Samy Yellu's expensive 
taste, it was interesting to note how 
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his perception was tinted by com
munal sentiments. All that mattered 
were some statistics about the well
being of the Indian community. 
Perhaps he failed to realize that 
poverty in Malaysia is not confmed 
to any particular ethnic group, and 
that the nation's corporate wealth is 
concentrated in the hands of a 
multi-ethnic network of elites. 
Most certainly, his views arc large
ly the result of twenty years of con
ditioning under the NEP. 

How do such self-serving 
politicians get elected in the first 
place? I am reminded of an incident 
which occured in my neighbour
hood the other day. Our regular 
Majlis Perbandaran Seberang Perai 
(MPSP) garbage collector had 
been missing from his daily beat for 
three consecutive days. Rubbish in 
the neighbourhood bins was over
flowing and residents wondered 
aloud (while pinching their noses!) 
whether the Town Council had 
closed shop permanently. 

When the friendly MPSP 
employee finally appeared, we en
quired about his absence. He 
replied rather apologetically, "We 
were all ordered to go and help out 
at Chai Leng Park." 

Chai Leng Park, which is about 
eight miles from our place, so hap
pens to fall in the neighbouring Prai 
state constituency -which will soon 
see a by-election.+ 

Anil Netto 



The Long And Winding 
Road 

Some Perceptions of Ethnicity 

A very important 
project aimed at 
understanding Malaysian 
ethnic relations has come 
out with extremely 
interesting and revealing 
trends in ethnic 
perceptions. One of the 
project members ROM 
NAIN summarises for 
Aliran Monthly some of the 
findings which will 
eventually be published in a 
book. 

A
fter more than 30 years of 
political independence, 
Malaysia. sadly, still doesn't 

appear to have overcome her ethnic 
problems. Doubts arc raised persist
ently as to whether we truly respect 
each other, or have merely learnt to 
tolerate one another. 

With these problems very much 
in mind, a group of concerned 
academics from Universiti Sains 
Malaysia (USM), set out in 1988 to 
tease out and analyse the probable 
root causes, with the hope of 
providing the Malaysian public at 
large with a deeper and more com
prehensive understanding of these 
problems. 

And, of course, with the hope o~ 
identifying ways of overcoming 
them. 

Their project was initially 
funded by the Majlis Pengemban
gan Sains Negara (MPKSN) and 
has since been supplemented with a 
USM Research and Development 
(R&D) grant. 

Headed by Dr Johan 
Saravanamuttu, an Associate 
Professor in USM's School of So
cial Sciences. the project team has 
expanded from a pioneering group 
of four social scientists, to the 

A way.,.g heroine ...... the h.-1 of 
many a diH\ard fan: Malaysian I~ 
dividuals appear comfortable with the 
cultural prac:.X:. of another ethnic 
convnunity. 

6 

present group of five social scien
tists and one historian. 

Associate Professor Johan 
Saravanamuttu, who beads the 
team, teaches political science. Dr 
Halim Salleh teaches in the 
Development Studies Programme, 
while Mr Khoo Kay Jin is a 
sociologiest. The fourth original 
member of the team, Associate 
Professor Muhammad Ikmal Said, 
is now lecturing in Universiti 
Malaya 

In 1989, two more USM re
searchers, Dr Loh Kok Wah and Mr 
Richard Mason, joined the team. Dr 
Loh is also a political scientist, 
while Mr Mason is a historian. 

At the initial stage of the 
project. the aim was to study per
ceptions of ethnicity by the heads of 
numerous Malaysian organiza
tions, comprising different classes 
and ethnic groups, in Peninsular 
Malaysia 

Through interviews and ques
tionnaires, 464 individual heads 
were posed exhaustive questions 
linking language, culture, politics, 
economics, schooling and educa
tion to the wider question of eth
nicity. 

Completed in late 1988, the 
fmdings at this stage, though not 
necessarily alarming or unex
pected, nonetheless reveal some in
teresting tendencies. 

Economic and Political 
Factors 

On the general question of eth
nic relations, while the majority of 



the respondents (87 per cent) felt 
that the cUJTCnt ethnic situation is 
quite encouraging, when it came to 
comparing contemporary situation 
to that of 10 to 15 years ago, about 
a third of the respondents felt that 
the situation had worsened. 

"We believe", says Dr Johan, 
"that the reason why these respon
dents feel that the ethnic situation 
has worsened compared to a decade 
or more ago are linked to their per
ceptions regarding ethnic polarisa
tion and ethnic politics. 

''That is to say, they appear to 
believe that ethnic polarisation and 
ethnic politics have, sadly, become 
more and more visible during the 
past decade or so, manifesting 
themselves in the day- to-day deal
ings of Malaysians." 

Indeed, when asked specifically 
about ethnic politics and ethnic 
polarisation, about a third of the 
respondents felt that the trend over 
the past decade indicated the siwa
tion was worsening. 

In this connection, the majority 
of all the respondents acknow
ledged that virtually every 
Malaysian political party, with the 
exception of PartiR akyat Malaysia 
(PRM) is racially or ethnically 
based 

To be sure, the study convinc
ingly argues that despite - or, 
maybe, because of - the ethnic 
violence of 1969, ethnic politics 
continues, albeit in a different and 
more controlled manner. 

''The contemporary pattern of 
mainstream politics is such where 
the Barisan Nasional (BN) advo
cates and perpetuates a system that 
can be more aptly described as 
restricted plural politics", explains 
historian, Richard Mason, another 
member of the research team. 

"In this system, the political 
parties that play the game, so to 
speak, have to accede to the 
dominance of UMNO. They do so 
based on the understanding that 
non-Bumiputra political parties 
(like MCA and MIC) will be allo
cated some political clout through a 

process of bargaining and com
promise, under the guidance of 
UMNO." 

While the study accepts that this 
system is presently the most stable 
and dominant, it cautions that other 
avenues ought to be examined since 
it is clear that such a system per
petuates, if not exactly amplifies, 
ethnic differences and polarisation. 

Indeed, the majority of the 
respondents felt that racial or ethnic 
issues or interests certainly should 
not be set high on the political agen
da by our political parties. 

Instead, they felt that issues 
regarding democracy and 
economics were the most important 
issues that political parties ought to 
address. 

What is implied, though not 
made explicit, in the study is that 
the current worsening of the ethnic 
situation is in part due to, as it were, 
the ethnicising of economic 
policies. 

This is especially evident from 
the responses given by the non
Malay respondents. Their belief 
was that this worsening trend is in
extricably linked to the way anum
ber of crucial policies have been 
implemented, particularly the New 
Economic Policy (NEP). 

But surely this challenges the 
raison d' etre of the NEP - that is, 
by closing the economic gap be
tween ethnic groups a more har
monious ethnic situation would 
emerge? 

"It certainly docs", says Mr 
Mason. "Our fmdings indicate that 
while the overwhelming majority 
of the respondents feel that the poor 
need to be helped, some, nonethe
less, find the present methods 
employed, like the NEP, ques
tionable." 

The majority (70 percent) of the 
Malay respondents, not surprising
ly, found the NEP to be a positive 
policy, benefiting all Malaysians, 
irrespective of ethnic origins. Pre
dictably , too., more than 70 per cent 
of the non-Malay respondents 
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thought otherwise, arguing that the 
NEP only benefits Bumiputras. 

And even when the policy was 
felt to have benefited non
Bumiputra groups, the majority 
(61-64 per cent) of the Indian and 
Chinese respondents nonetheless 
believed that such benefits were en
joyed only by classes of non
Bumiputras. 

Interestingly, however, the 
overall consensus of the respon
dents, irrespective of their ethnic 
identity, was that a different policy 
ought to be drawn up; one that 
would provide equal opportunities 
to all ethnic groups. 

Such a policy,the majority (75-
92 per cent) of the respondents 
believed, would result in greater 
ethnic hannony, more so if this 
policy was structured in a manner 
that allowed and encouraged 
genuine economic cooperation be
tween ethnic groups in Malaysia. 

Given this finding,the research 
team as a whole rightly argues that 
perhaps the policy makers ought to 
start thinking of restruclUring the 
cUJTCnt dominant pattern of politi
cal discourse and come up with less 
ethnicised modes of policy for
mulation and implementation. 

Perhaps then, as we plunge into 
the uncertain Nineties, a more ma
ture and healthy political and 
economic climate will emerge and 
develop. Perhaps then, the extreme
ly unhealthy factors contributing 
to ethnic polarisation will be ar
rested if not exactly eradicated. 

Cultural and Education 
Factors 

The causes of ethnic polarisa
tion in most societies, Malaysia 
being no exception, cannot be 
simply reduced to economic and 
pollical factors. 

Based on this understanding, 
the Project team also designed and 
posed questions on culture, lan
guage and education. 

Culture was deemed important 
since it was seen by the team as a 



primary element in defining ethnic 
identity. 

Language and education too 
have been - and remain -
problematic areas which have 
sparked off heated debates in
variably linked to ethnicity. 

Interestingly and positively 
enough, the majority of the in
dividuals questioned felt satisfied 
with cUITent understanding among 
the numerous ethnic groups in the 
Peninsula. 

The existence of a number of 
cultures and cultural practices was 
certainly not seen as posing any sort 
of threat to them. In fact. they ap
peared comfortable with this situa
tion. 

But, a whole new can of worms 
was opened when they were asked 
about the current developments of 
their own cultures. 

Many of the non-Malay respon
dents felt that not enough was being 
done to satisfactorily develop their 
cultures. 

The majority blamed the 
government for this state of affairs. 
believing that insufficient official 
attention was being given towards 
aiding the growth and advancement 
of their cultures. More than that, 
they also felt that numerous con
straints were being applied on such 
advancement. 

Ironically, many of the Malay 
respondents who felt that their cul
ture wasn't being developed suffi
ciently put the blame on other 
factors. The main reasons given 
were that development program
mes were not being properly imple
mented and that the Malay 
community was too apathetic. 

The conclusion that can be 
drawn from this is that the coexis
tence of different cultures does not 
in itself result in ethnic tension or 
conflict. 

But such conflic.t or tension will 
develop, as the study convincingly 
argues when there is uncertainty 
within cultural groupings about the 
preservation and advancement of 
their cultures. And such uncertainty 

is certainly evident in Peninsular 
Malaysia, going by the fmdings of 
the study. 

So, where does this leave the 
National Cultural Policy, con
troversially conceived in 1971, 
hotly debated in the 80s, and thus 
far unamended? 

Not surprisingly, while agree
ing that the formation of a national 
culture is important, the majority of 
the non-Malay respondents were 
not willing to accept in its present 
form, based, as it is, on Malay cul
ture. 

More optimistically, the 
majority of the Malay respondents 
did believe that a national culture 
ought to be based on the cultures of 
all ethnic groups in the country. 

Seen in this light, it might yet be 
possible for an acceptable com
promise be reached, if the political 
will is there. 

A compromise, that is, which 
would lead to the formation of a 
Cultural Policy not only acceptable 
to all cultural groupings, but one 
which would unite and not, instead, 
cause ethnic suspicion and conflict. 

Questions on language and 
education yielded similar con
traditory responses from the non
Malay and Malay respondents, as if 
to indicate that the same set of 
depressing ethni-based sentiments 
were at play. 

For instance, an overwhelming 
majority of all respondents agreed 
with the official policy of maintain
ing only one national language. 

But it was a different kettle of 
fish altogether when it came to the 
more subtle question posed about 
the possible coexistence of anum
ber of official languages. 

The majority of the Malays 
seemed positively horrified by the 
suggestion. On the other hand, the 
majority of the non-Malays were 
more than pleased with the idea. 

With education, again there was 
a momentary glimmer of some
thing positive, with the majority of 
respondents from all ethnic groups 
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agreeing that our schools must not 
be separated on ethnic grounds. 
· But, alarmingly, a significant 
minority did not. on the other hand, 
agree that multi-ethnic schools 
ought to be made available. 

From the findings of the study, 
there appears a consistent pattern of 
contradictory - bordering on ir
reconcilable - positions taken by 
the individual respondents. 

And these positions on matters 
pertaining to culture, language and 
education evidently stem from their 
ethnic dispositions. 

The question that then begs as
king is: Is ethnicity, as some have 
argued, something that is used to 
mask economic and other interests, 
or is it something relatively 
autonomous that ts an interest in 
itself? 

Lalest Developments 
In order to get a nationwide pic

ture of, the ethnic situation, the 
project was extended to Sabah and 
Sarawak in 1989. During trips 
made to the two states in 1989 and 
1990, the team personally inter
viewed 45 leading politicians and 
opinion leaders. 

These trips proved tremendous
ly fruitful, according to Mr Mason, 
who happens to be a Sarawakian. 
The findings arc in the process of 
being analysed and, teaching com
mitments permitting, more trips to 
the two East Malaysian states are 
being planned for this year to tie up 
loose ends. 

Once completed, once an over
all national picture of the ethnic 
situation has been compiled, the 
team hopes to publish the fmdings 
in book form, believing that it will 
help to increase our understanding 
of ethnic relations in Malaysia. 

More than that, they hope that it 
will provide policy makers with 
some food for thought and, per
haps, some much-needed infonna
tion, free from the shackles of 
blinkered perceptions.+ 



FLYING LETTERS: 
DOUBTS OVER PM'S 

STATEMENT 

We have some doubts over the 
statement made by the Prime 

Minister (RTM, 23 January 1991) 
regarding the so-called "flying letter" 
with religious cormot.ations designed to 
create tension among Muslims and 
Christians in Sabah: 

• According to a Bemama report, we 
get the impression that the Prime Minister 
u indirectly accusing PBS of being the 
mastermind behind the "flying letters" 
which he claims have been circulating in 
Sabah. But was thls the real intention of 
the Prime Minister when he was 
interviewed over RTM? If it was not. then 
Bemama is guilty of creating tension 
between Sabah leaders and Mahathir. If 
Mahalhirdoes not correct thU impression. 
then he u guilty by association and it 
could well be that thU u a scheme of his 
with the connivance of Bernama, a 
government body. ThU is considered a 
hostile act against Sabah leaders which. if 
allowed to continue, will give rise to 
anti-Mahathir feelings among the local 
populace. 

• The other question that arises is: 
Why did the Prime Minister spccifically 
say that it was clearly not the work of 
Muslims? How was he so sure who the 
culprits were even before the police could 
act? At the present time, givell sud! a 
situation. people would have respected 
him more if he had not singled out any 
group. 

• Why is the Prime Minister himself 
discussing this matter publicly rather than 
the Police Commissioner of Sabah? If 

indeed there are such "flying letters" in 
circulation, why is the Sabah Police 
Commissioner not making any 
statement? This is clearly within his 
jurisdiction. 

• Is thU Mahathir's way of diverting 
attention away from the current problem 
between UMNO Baru and 
P AS-Semangat 46 by creating a fictitious 
situation in Sabah? 

We wish to challenge the cred!bility 
of the statement made by the Prime 
MinUter. 

Friends from Sabah 
KOTA K/NABALU 

BAKUN DAM PROJECT-
PLEASE CLARIFY 

M alaysians were relieved when 
the govenment ann01mced that 

the mammoth Bakun hydro-electric 
power (HEP) pro~t in Sarawak would 
be reviewed. The announcement 
indicated that the government had taken 
public concern over the huge costs as well 
as the socio- economic and 
enviroruncntal impact of the project into 
consideration. 

However, on 11 December 1990, 
Sarawak state Industrial Development 
Minister Abang Iohari Tun Abang Haji 
Openg was reported to have said that the 
Sarawalc Government still prefers to 
implement the massive Bakun dam 
project (The Star, 11 December 1990). 
He further said the pro~t could supply 
power to Kalimantan,. Singapo~ Brunei 
and Peninsular Malaysia. 
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Abang Johari also referred to a 
statement by Energy, 
Telecommunications and Post Minister 
Samy Yellu that the project has to be 
implemented on a smaUer scale with a 
series of dams. 

Seen together, these statements by the 
two ministers raise a number of questions 
about the government's plans for the 
Bakun project 

What aspects of the project have been 
reviewed and amended? 

Have the questions about the original 
project been adequately addressed? 

Are the positions of the federal 
energy, telecommunications and post 
minister and the Sarawalc state industrial 
development minister on the Bakun 
project compabble? 

It may be useful to recall some of the 
issues connected with the project as 
armounced in 1985: 

• Some 5,200 indigenous people in 52 
long-houses would have been dislocated 
if the original project were implemented. 
Where do these people stand in the 
reviewed schemt; and how many will 
now be affected? What compensation 
will they receive, and where would they 
be resettled? In thU context. the recent 
proposed amendments to the Land 
Acquisition Act to allow the government 
to acquire land and have it developed by 
the private sector without being 
challenged in court is a pointof additional 
COJlU:ITl. 

The 5,200 people who would have 
been directly affected in the original 
project are from the Kenyah and Kenyah 
Badang, Kayan, Kajang, Uk:it and Pcnan 
tribes. How much of their ancestral 
burying grounds, agricultural land and 
surrounding forest on which they depend 
would be submerged under the revised 
project? A study of how these people 
would adapt to a change in their economic 
and cultural activities, if not already 
undertaken, should be carried out. Such a 
study, it has been suggested,. could be 
made of the resettlement of local 
inhabitants in the Batang Ai HEP project, 
implemented earlier. 

•How much will the revised project 
cost. and how will it be fmanced? 

'rhe original Bakun project was 
estimated 1o cost $8-$10 billion. which 
would have made it the biggest single 
investment ever undcrta!cen by the 
Malaysian Government. It had been said 
that the World Bank: and the Asian 
Development Bank: would provide the 
financial backing for the project. What is 



the increase in cost since the project was 
first annowtced'? Further, the project 
would significantly increase Malaysia's 
debt burden, which stands at $44.3 
billion. Currently a hefty 20 per cent of 
the federal budget is spent on debt 
servicing. This represents an enormous 
drain on the cowtlly's revenue_ which is 
being 'drained out' to repay the 
eowtlly's debt plus interest Projects that 
increase this burden would place an 
unacceptable strain on the economy. 

In view of the enormous price to be 
paid, the need for such projects should be 
carefully examined. The original project 
is said to have a maximum capacity of 
2,400 MW. How much of this energy will 
be devoured by the industrialization drive 
needs to be clarified. Cheap energy is seen 
as a primary prerequisite of development 
However, such development has meant 
attracting foreign investors at terms that 
~n eminently favourable 10 them, often 
including full repatriation of profits. In 
other words, exploitation by MNCs. 

•Has the ecological impact of the 
project been satisfactorily addressed? 

Under the original project, some 700 
sq krn of forests and farmlands - an area 
larger than Singapore- would have been 
flooded. What is the scale of the 
environmental impact of the reviewed 
project? Questions have been raised over 
the loss of flora and fauna wtder the 
project. Have these issues been 
investigated? What are the findings of the 
mvironmental impact assessment - if it 
has been done - of the project? Also, 
protected land is sometimes lost to dam 
projects. Js any land affected by the Balrun 
project in this calcgory? 

• The statement by the Sarawalc state 

industrial development minister indicales 
that the oripla1 plan to transmit part of 
the power generated lo Peninsular 
Malaysia, and even to Singapore, Bnmei 
lnd Indonesia would be retained. This 
would involve the laying of 650 krn of 
undersea cables - the longest in the world. 
This aspect of the project raises questions 
of security and technical feasibility which 
have remained wtanswercd. 

•HEP projects have been associated 
with detrimental health effects, including 
the rise of mosquito-borne disease -
malaria and filariasis - and snail-borne 
diseases - schistosomiasis and 
opisthorchiasis. These diseases are 
anticipated to increase with the 
implementation of the Bakun project, 
bringing misery to the local people and 
addiiOnal costs in preventive and curative 

health care. Have these factors been given 
due importJlnOe in the reassessment of the 
project'? 

While by no means exhaustive, this 
discussion draws attention to several key 
concerns associated with the Bakun 
project It is hoped that the authorities will 
pay heed to the numerous and 
multi-faceted problems hisJ!lighted by 
public interest groups in this matter and 
examine alternative development 
paradigms sinoerel.y and thoroughly. 

"SMALL IS BEAUI7FUL" 
Rash Behari Bhaltacharjee 

I'ENANG 

EDUCATION SYSTEM 
MUST BE REVIEWED 

The arrival of 1991. which purists 
regard as the beginning of the 

decade, should prompt an assessment of 
Malaysia's achievements in education. 

It is sad but true that the incumbents 
in senior posts in the public sector, with 
very few exceptions, are academically 
less qualifled than their predecessors, 
who not only obtained degrees from 
prestigious universities but achieved 
outstanding results. They went on to serve 
with distinction and were recognized 
internationally. 

Now we have the position that 
Malaysian medical degrees are not 
recognized by the British General 
Medical Cowtcil. Further, Malaysian 
graduates cannot obtain jibs and are told 
to become farmers. start street stalls or 
even collect rubbish for a living, which is 
a pitiful waste of intellectual talent in a 
rapidly developing counlly such as ours 
which needs well qualified and 
competmt people. 

Steps should be taken urgently to 
change this situation, which cannot be 
remedied overnight. OtherWise, the 
coming decade will be correctly known 
as the "Age of Malaysian Mediocrity". 

Malaysian 
JOHORBARU 

IMPROVE LIVING CONDI-
TIONS IN ESTATES 

Everytirne it is the same old story. 
Sudddenly an estate is exposed -

its living conditions are bad, everyone is 
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sympathetic after reading the papers 
which cany the news for the next three 
days with lots of phoiOgrapbs. Then the 
authorities join 10, start making 
comments, the minister visits the estate 
and aid is given. There will be stAtements 
about forming a task force to look into 
living conditions in estates. Then the 
whole episode is forgotten until another 
estate is exposed. Then it is the same old 
story all over again. 

Studies reveal lb.at living conditions 
in estates are bid and need to be improved 
drastically. Today. there is a need for the 
government to tate the initiative to stern 
such declining Jiving conditions. This 
search for solutions should not be left in 
the hands of cstaae o,."I'IC'S and unions. 
The problem is serious and if it remains 
WlSOlved, more .,.,"Odcers will leave the 
plantation sector. BIUlpng in Indonesian 
immigrants is only a temporary solution 
which deprives fellow Malaysians of jobs 
and a better standard of living. 

The problems in plantations are very 
wide ranging and in1errelated. Problems 
faced by workers mclude low wages, 
child labour, an insecure future, low 
self-esteem. alcoholism, badly run 
schools and child-<:.-e centres and a laclc 
of basic amenities. Such an environment 
leads to low initiative and a lack of 
motivation. 

Lim Ah Lek, the human resources 
minister who recently visited the Raja 
Musa Estate in Kuala Selangor was 
repor1cd to have been shocked at the poor 
Jiving conditions there and pledged 10 

personally check on estates as he himself 
couldn't depend on reports from his 
officers. It wu reported that labour 
officers who visil.ed the estate earlier had 
given a satisfactory report on living 
conditions (NST, 16 Aprill990). This is 
a elear indication that the present 
feedback obtained from labour officers is 
unreliable. 

I have a few suggestions: 
• Set up an estate development 

conunittee in ea:h estate comprising the 
manager, estate unton leaders, the 
principal of the local Tamil language 
school or the Chairman of the Ff A, a local 
labour department officer and other 
prominent local personalities. 

This committee should meet at least 
once in two months to discuss current 
problems and plan projects to upgrade 
Jiving condillons. For problems which 
require a politit;.al solution, a joint 
memorandum has to be submitted 10 the 
MP concerned for further action. 



• Implement a mtmmum wage 
scheme in estates after considering 
inflation and workers' productivity. 

• Implement the housing scheme for 
mining and plantation workers which was 
launched in 1972 by the late Tun Abdul 
Razalc. 

• Provide social facilities such as 
mini-supermarkets, playgrounds, 
community halls, postal services and 
other basic facilities such as water and 
electricity supply, street lights and 
libraiies. 

It is impossible for these projects to 
be financed solely by the estate 
management only. The government must 
play a bigger role in injecting funds to 
make the above plans a success. 1be 
NUPW too must look into these matters. 

The above proposal, if implemented 
sincerely, is likely to lead to: 

• A stable workforce 
• An improvement in living 

conditions in estates 
• Increased productivity and 
• Reduced poverty. 
It tS hoped that sincere efforts will be 

made to improve the conditions in estates. 
Malaysia, which is on its way towards 
achieving NIC status by the year 2(XX), 

must first improve the lot of her people. 
Arutchelvan 

UNWERSrfl KEBANGSMN 
MALAYSIA JJANGI 

UPHOLD THE RULE OF 
LAW 

I n a democratic system of 
govcnunent, the recognition of the 

Rule of Law is fundamental. The 
underlying principles arc: 

• No person is above the law 
• Everyone is equal before the law 
• Everyone is subject to the same 

process of law 
• E vcryone IS entitled to the equal 

protection of the law 
• No person can override or set aside 

prevailing laws. 
In recognizing the Rule of Law, the 

distinguished English Judge Lord 
Denning declared to the then 
Attomey-GellCial Thomas Fuller "be you 
ever so high. the law is above you." 
Gouriet v UPW, 1977. 

Under the Malaysian system, the 
Constitution is supreme. Nobody, not 
even the Malaysian govcnunent, is above 

it The Rule of Law is guaranteed under 
the Malaysian Constitution. It shall 
prevail over the authority of ministers and 
governmentofticers. 

Widespread corruption and 
malpractices in public office can be 
eliminated by enforcing the Rule of Law 
fearlessly and without favour. 

Sabah Chief Mini.~tcr Joseph Pairin 
Kitingan has been accused and brought 
before court to face corruption charges. 
However, many COJTUpt ministers are still 
on the loose. They must be brought to trial 
before they disappear. 

Lee Bok Seong 
BUKrf MERTAJAM 

ILLUSIONS 

In a world of 
illusions 
impressions and 
image-making 
humbugs are made to look like heroes 
charlatans arc portrayed as 
champions 
sinlla's shown as saints 
suckers depicted as savioW'S 
frauds presented as friends 
villains revelled as victors 
crooks painted as comrades 
profiteers dressed as protectors. 

No other profession 
excels in this 
art of inversion 
than the media. 

1be role of 
the media in 
the recent general elections 
is a perfect e;o;ample. 

MJ 
PENANG 

BURMA UNDER CRUEL 
MIUTARY REPRESSION 

C an the world believe that there is 
a government without poople? It 

is the SLORC, headed by General Saw 
Maung, who carne to power with arms. 

After suppressing peaceful 
demonstrations and brutally shooting 
down unarmed people, the SLORC 
continues to suppress its political 
opponents, including students, monks 
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and various ethnic groups. 1be military is 
hated by the whole people because of their 
auelty and brutality. 

It has not yet transferred power to 
elected candidates who won a landslide 
victory in elections on 27 May 1990. 

It delayed the transfer of power by 
giving many reasons such as the need for 
a constitution, foreign enemies and 
communist threats. Besides the Bwmese 
poople, the international community has 
also asked it to transfer power 
immediately but it ignores this and 
continues to hold on to power and crush 
political opponents. 

It shamelessly announces itself as the 
legitimate government but in reality it 
does not have the people's support and 
adrniration.You might ask.: "How can it 
survive without the people's support?" 

After seizing power, the military was 
faced with bankruptcy. It invited foreign 
mvestments and sold natural resources at 
low prices. 

The military brutally suppressed the 
people and protected Ne Win and his 
followers, ruling the country in a 
one-party dictatorship. Dissident stlldents 
fled to the border. Most of the country did 
not support the military regime. ·But 
unfortunately, General Chavalit of 
Thailand visited Burma and signed an 
agreement with the military regime to 
e;o;ploit Burma's natural resources. Thai 
companies rushed to invest so that the 
military regime could get its hard cash 
easily. It used this money to suppress the 
various ethnic groups and the students' 
democratic movernertt. 

New buildings have sprung up in 
Rangoon. The streets arc cleaner and all 
the buildings have been whitewashed. 
But millions of people have been forcibly 
evicted from the cities into so-called 
satellite towns. The military is showing 
that it is bringing about development and 
continues to suppress other political 
forces. Tiley are now buying arms and 
fighter planes from Singapore, Pakistan 
and China but still they cannot crush the 
anti-govemrnent movement 

By ignoring the basic rights of ethnic 
groups. and inslead resorting to arms, they 
will not achieve internal peace. 

Many people have fled to 
neighbouring countries, especially 
Thailand, because of brutal suppression 
and civil war. 1be refugees and dissident 
students have become a bt.uden for the 
Thai government 

We, the students do not want to live 
in another country separated from our 
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BURMA'S DISPlACED YOUlHS: ".-in my own home, mothen .,. crying." 

families for a long time. We do not want 
10 destroy internal peace. We love our 
country and our citizens. All we wish is 
10 stay in our native country. 

But we are losing our basic human 
rights and are suppressed by the military. 

In Burma. our mothers often ask, 
"My son, where are you now?" It is 
essential to know what we should do to 
solve these problems. 

Refugees will only return home after 
power is transferred 10 the people's 
elected government and peace is restored. 

The longer the military holds on to 
power with Ne Win heading the puppet 
regime, the longer will we experience 
suffering. 

To attain peace, the support of 
neighbouring countries is important 

I would like to urge aU foreign 
business circles to slop their deals and 
investment, to sympathise with Burmese 
refugees aod to support the opposition 
forres. Especially, I would like to appeaf 
to the Thai govenunent to stop supporting 
the Burmese military regime, to 
sympathi.<;e with the Burmese students 
and dissidents who are fighting for their 
country's peace and development and to 
review its policy which ignores human 
rights m the real feelings of the B unnese 
people. It is time to save Burma. 

When I look out from my window to 
my next-door neighbours, I see some 

mothers laughing and others enjoying 
life. But in my own home, mothers are 
crying. 

ThiriNyunt 
JOINT GENERAL-SECRETARY 

AIL BURMA STVDENFS' 
DEMOCRATIC FRONT 
BANGKOK, THAILAND 

WE DON'T WANT A 
DICTATORSHIP 

Recent world events have 
demonstrated what democracy is 

all about. When a party leader is 
considered incapable of uniting party 
members, that leader gracefully steps 
down and lets another member who 
commands the respect and confidence of 
the majority take over. Talce Margaret 
Thatcher, the former British Prime 
Minister. She toolc up the challenge of her 
colleagues who wanted her to step down. 
But when it was obvious that she had lost 
the support of the majority of her 
Conservative Party members, she 
gracefully stepped down with dignity and 
pride, and allowed other members to 
cont~t her post. She did this because she 
loved her country and her party. 

This brings to mind what happened 
here in 1987, when two leaders struggled 
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for the top post in a local political party. 
The incumbent president of that party 
refused to accept and rooognize the fact 
that he had lost the confidence of almost 
the majority of his party members. He 
tried his level best to ensure that he 
remained president. When his contender 
toolc the matter to court where the High 
Court Judge declared that his party was an 
illegal one, he was quiclc 1o get another 
party registered with the addition of the 
word Baru to the old name. After some 
time, the word Baru was dropped and he 
claimed that his party was the same as the 
old one. How temole of a political leader 
to stoop so low just to remain in power! 
What integrity does he have? Where is his 
honesty? 

During the recent triennial party 
elections, he was very happy that there 
was no contest for the posts of president 
and deputy president He was elected 
unopposed. This time there was no one to 
trouble him. He then carne out with a 
statement that his party members should 
be allowed to debate on the role of the 
monarchy in polillcs. He also mentioned 
that the Sedition Act should be amerJded 
so that the rak)at could freely discuss the 
scope of the monarchy'spower. Why was 
he interested in only allowing the rakyat 
to talk about our Rulers ' rights and their 
limitations? Is it because our Rulers 
cannot defend themselves in public? 

If he wants to amend the Sedition Act, 
then he should remove all the rcstrictwns 
in the act so that the rak)VJJ can voice their 
opinions on govenunent policies. 

If the Scchtion Act can be amended, 
why not the ISA? Anyone can be put 
behind bars wtthout trial now. 

If you try to say something bad about 
the govenuncnt, thar would be 'sed.itious 
and unlawful'. Tlus is what happened 1o 
the aunese language newspapers which 
carried correct and impartial reports on all 
the political p311ies m Malaysia during the 
recent general election. This leader was 
very angry and singled out the Chinese 
language Press. He told them not to have 
an "inferiority complex" and not to 
highlight issues raised by the Opposition. 

From what I gathered, the Chinese 
language Press was just doing its job. It 
reported what was true and nothing else. 
He was trying to control the Chinese 
language Press. He said that the Press was 
free when the Press felt that it was not free. 
He was trying to play with the word 'free' 
and confuse us. He was trying to tell us 
whatever he says or does ts always right. 
He wants us to believe that when he says 



"white is black", he is right Nobody must 
questiOn him about what he says or does. 

1ben. there was the Commonwealth 
observer group's report on the recent 
general election. This leader was 
disappointed that the report turned out to 
be impartial, independent and too much 
for him to stomach. So he declared that 
the report should be accompanied by his 
comments to suit his ego and taste before 
it could be released to the public. If this is 
the case. why waste taxpayers' money to 
invite them in the first plare? Is our leader 
trying to nudge us into accepting his way 
of democracy in Malaysia? We want true 
democracy. We don't want a dictatorship. 

Fair-minded Rakyat 
SUNGEI PETANI 

HOW I BECAME A TRUE 
MALAYSIAN 

I was born and bred in this country 
(tanah air ku, Malaysia) and have 

acquired all the local Malaysian 
characteristics. Hence, it would severely 
dent my sense of identity if anyone were 
to refer to me as an ' Indian'. 

Being a patriotic Malaysian. it i.~ my 
responsibility to declare that one should 
refrain from rubber-stamping others as 
'Malay', 'Chinese' or 'Indian'. 

How does one become more 
'Malaystan' and less 'Indian' in the 
course of his life in thJS society? 

I am always happy when movements 
like Aliran try to look at the problem of 
ethnic polarization with a view to 
bringing the various ethnic groups closer 
together. That is why I wish to share my 
testimony on how the foundations laid 
earlier in my life transfonned me into a 
patriotic Malaysian. 

During the 1960s, I lived in 
government quarters ar Birch Gardens in 
Ipoh where ethnic Malays, Chinese and 
Indians lived side by side. 

My peers and I went to a Christian 
school i.e. the Anglo-Chinese School ncar 
our place. After school we usc to play and 
study together.lberc were arguments and 
quarrels too but no ethnic slurs were 
traded. 

We respected each other's cultures. 
My mother and my Malay neighbour usc 
to exchange cooked dishes at the 
back-door trying to outdo one another m 
their c:ookmg. But never once did my 
Malay neighbour present us with a beef 

dish because she knew that beef was 
taboo for Hindus. 

Once in a while. during weekend~ my 
father's friends of Malay and Chinese 
origin used to come to our place for a 
dinner party. There was no sign of any 
segregatJon. Everything went along fme. 
They even took group photos together. (I 
still have them in my album). 

But what really turned me over to the 
cause of human rights and unity was my 
father's sudden death in 1970. After his 
death, one of my uncles tried to cheat my 
illiterate mother of her husband's death 
benefits and other valuable items. 

Being the eldest at barely 13 years of 
age, I knew next to nothing other than the 
corrunands of my elders. But somehow, 
my mother and I could smell a rat when 
my uncle started pressurizing my mother 
into signing official documents relating to 
my late father's fmancial benefits without 
explaining the details to her. Thank God, 
she refused to sign after two of my 
neighbours came to our aid. Both of them 
assisted my mother and me. and gave us 
the courage to tell off my uncle for his 
ulterior motives. 

The actions of these two gentlemen 
were permanently imprinted in my mind. 
and kindled in me an awareness of human 
rights and uruty. 

I would Wee to take this opportunity, 
in the spirit of Aliran 's goal towards unity, 
to thank Uncle Raja Aris (of Kg Jawa, 
Kclang) and Uncle Gokale (of Jalan 
Conolly, lpoh). Without their honest 
concern, my brother, sister and I might not 
be where we are today. 

S Sundralingam 
TAIPING 

MATHATHIRVS NIK AZIZ 
ANDPAIRIN 

UMNO Baru President, Dr 
Mahathir is a law-brcalcer and an 

undemocratic premier. 
'Law-brealcer' because at the recent 

UMNO Baru general assembly, UMNO 
Baru used the name 'UMNO' and the 
symbol of two kris which belonged to the 
UMNO of 1946 which is an illegal party. 
Hi~ party should have the name 'UMNO 
Baru' and the symbol of one kris. The 
Registrar of Societies seems to have 
closed one eye on this issue. This is not 
surprising as she is the 'mother' of 
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KelantaneH .,. unafraid of threat; 
s.bahans wil not 'kowtow'. 

UMNO Baru which was born out of 
'wedlock'. 

'Undemocratic premier' because he 
can't accept defeat in anything including 
election results. He is very upset today 
because, after spending millions of 
dollars and using threats and unfair 
tactiCs, he only managed to cling on to a 
slight two-third maJOrity in parlirunent 
Further, the 100% Joss of Kelantan, the 
improved performance by the opposition 
in Trengganu, BN's low majority 
victories in state and parliamentary scats, 
the PBS pulloo()ut from the BN and the 
DAP's success in Penang have all really 
upset him. 

As for Kelantan. the opposition's 
success shows that the Kelantancse are 
not afraid of thrcar and carmot easily fall 



prey to corruption, bribes and promises. 
They have shown UMNO Baru that an 
Islamic state can be fonned according to 
Islamic laws which are liberal and 
accepted internationally. 

Pairin 's about tum clearly shows that 
as a state leader he wants to cooperate 
with the federal govenunent but will not 
"kowtow". In Penang, the DAP has got a 
foothold. UMNO Baru's 12 state 
assemblymen and 4 MPs, and Gerakan 's 
7 state assemblymen and l MP, will be in 
danger in future elections. 

Mahalhir is making life diffJCult for 
the Kelantan and Sabah state 
governments. He threatened to stop 
subsidies and other aid to both states. But 
Nik Aziz and Pairin are not disturbed by 
Mahathir's undemocratic principles. 
Mahathir' s threats and bullying tactics are 
disgraceful because he wants to control 
Kelantan and Sabah as he controls the 
BN. 

Most Sabahans are indigenous 
irrespective of their religion. UMNO 
Baru wants to make Sabah an UMNO 
Baru-rontrolled state. This is impossible 
because the Malays - if there are Malays 
there- are in a minority. Mahathir wents 
a Malay like Tun Mustapha or Harris 
Salleh to be the Chief Minista. But 
Sabahans take pride in their state rather 
than in their ethnic origin. So, UMNO 
Baru's Malay politics can never succccd 
there. 

Mahathir should cease his possesive 
and dictatorial politics. He doesn't trust 
certain leaders and he has been 
threatening his component party leaders. 

My advice: since he talks so much of 
democracy he should accept defeat and 
cooperate with the opposition for the 
good of aU. 

Ismail Hashim 
PENANG 

SELFISH PEOPLE 

F irst, let me congratulate and thank 
A1iran for providing the masses 

with an alternative new media speaking 
the truth with balanced views. Unlike the 
government-controlled media which 
provides lop-sided news (just ~e the 
docing m real life). • 

But it is sad to note that the readership 
of Aliran is a miserably small minority 
coming from the middle<lass. It's this 
group which is most concerned about the 
goings-on in our nation. The poor don't 

bother while the elites benefit in many 
ways through their support for the 
existing govenunent I have noticed that 
many couldn't care less about the 
problems facing the nation. 

This attitude was clearly revealed al 
the recent general election. In Muar for 
instance, most people spoke against the 
corrupt, inefficient, biased and dictatorial 
govenunent loudly. As the elections got 
closer, these same people started carrying 
the Barisan banners and wearing Barisan 
badges and shamelessly campaigning for 
the Barisan! Many govenunent servants 
spoke of the fear of being transferred - a 
threat used by most departments. The 
fear that their ballot might not be secret 
also frightened the people. 

These selfish people had only their 
well-being a1 heart- not that of the general 
public. Someday, they may live to regret 
their decision. As we know, the 
government is fond o( amending laws in 
order to remain in power.l sincerely hope 
that more people will learn to be critical 
about the situation in our counlly. I am not 
aslcing them to vote for the opposition 
blindly; just check the powers vested with 
the group in power to ensure that absolute 
power does not corrupt absolutely. 

Disillusioned Voter 
MUAR 

All RAN 
"ANll-GOVERNMENr'? 

I f Malaysians were to be asked about 
their views on Aliran, some of the 

probable replies would be: "Yes, Dr 
Chandra ..... very intelligent," "Never 
heard of it," "The forums and talks are 
eye-openers. ""The Monthly tells us what 
is actually happening," and Aliran is 
"anti-government". But Aliran is not 
"anti- government". It is actually 
"anti-wrongdoings". 

In a healthy, caring organization, 
members have a sense of love and 
belonging. Such an organization has a 
responsibility in our multi-lingual and 
multi-ethnic society to act as a strong 
pressure group for the general good of the 
nation. 

The govemrnentshould not be spared 
when it acts against aa:epecd norms. But 
no one can deny that Aliran has also 
pnused the government on several 
occasions when its actions were 
praiseworthy. 

14 

Recently, the government has taken 
two positive moves for which it deserves 
a pat on the back i.e. its fum stand on the 
mmeral water scandal and the recent 
Cabinet decision to paclcet drinks which 
contain liquor. The govenuncnt's action 
against child abuse and poverty are also 
commendable. Those who wish to 
contribute towards nation-building and 
uruty should join caring groups like 
A.hran. We should not be what Aliran 
President Dr Chandra Muzaffar refers to 
as a "spectator society". Remember, it is 
the Opposition which moulds or shapes 
any democratic counlly. 

It is important to bave pressure 
groups like Aliran to contribute towards 
our society. 

Siva Dungun 
JOHORBARU 

SARAWAKIANS ARE 
ALSO UNHAPPY 

We. a group of Sarawakian 
students at local universities, 

are appalled by the recent events in Sabah. 
What prompts us into writing this 

letter is the way the federal government is 
treating Sabah and Sarawak. The federal 
government hns always taken us for 
granted. It should search its conscience. 
The people of Sabah and Sarawak have 
every right to demand more autonomy. 

The federal government has all this 
while been acting against our interests. 
The dirty tactics include the use of 
religion as an issue as seen during the last 
general election. What a shame! 

The federal government has also 
been !lying to g1ve the impression that 
Sarawak has not been demanding its 
rights unlike its neighbour, Sabah. Well, 
during the recent Sarawak state assembly 
session, a senior state minister, Dr Wong 
Soon Kai mentioned that we in Sarawak 
want our oil royalty to be increased. 
Besides, a government back-bencher 
from Meradong, Thomas Hii, called for a 
full-lledged university to be set up in 
Sarawak. In addition, the mayor of 
Kuching Oty South, Song Swee Guan, 
asked the Federal govanrnent to give in 
to the demand for a separate television 
network for Sarawak. 

These demands have fallen on deaf 
ears. By turning a blind eye to the plight 
of East Malaysians, the federal 
government appears to be denying us our 



rights as enshrined in the Constitution. 
We feel like step-daughters of Malaysia. 

We may be hopeless but we aren't 
voiceless. We arc all behind our brother 
state, Sabah, m their demands. Ever 
onwards, East Malaysians! 

Sarawakian Siudents 
BANG/, SELANGOR 

OPPOSITION SHOULD 
FORM A 'SHADOW 

CABINET 

I n the last general election, the Bans an 
Nasionallost 21 federal and 46 siJII.e 

seats, including seats belonging to two 
cabinet nunistcrs, a Mentri Besar (of a 
state which suffered a total BN defeat) a 
senior state minister and three deputy 
ministers. 

To encourage voters in future 
elections to vote for an alternative 
govenunenl, opposition parties should 
confer now and dectde to form a "shadow 
cabinet". Members of this 'cabinet' 
should study and concentrate on the 
portfolios they are allocated. Then, they 
will be able to a~k pertinent questions in 
Parliament and instil confidence in the 
electorate that an alternative government 
is feasible. 

"A journey of a thousand miles must 
begin with a single step". An intelligent 
and forward-looking approach will attract 
good men to offer their services to the 
Opposition. 

Gl/ood 
JOHORBARU 

LOCAL ACADEMICIANS 
LACK COMMITMENT 

Anwar Ibrahim's statement about 
the Jack of quality research carried 

out by academicians in local universities 
should be highlighted. Whenever such 
press statements are released, the 
immediate re41Ction will be one of protest 
and anxiety among the acadc!rucWl~. I 
know of lecturers who ask 
llllder-graduatcs to submit assignments 
and then unprovisc them to churn out 
research papers and lrtlcles for domestic 
journals. Only a few of these have made 
their way into international journals. Our 
academicians, lecturers and profcs'iOrs 
must learn 10 arcept their wealcncsses. If 

they are keen academicians, they should 
not blame their lack of involvement in 
research on fmancial constraints. 

If a foreign lecturer who is well off 
can come into ourvirginjunglcs and st.ty 
with the aborigines for two years just to 
study their socio-linguistic culture, it 
simply reflects his or her enthusiasm and 
commitment Most of our lecturers have 
a superiority complex. If a student argues 
against certain views, he is branded and 
inevitably gets a ·n· for the paper. If such 
lecturers exist, how can academic 
standards improve? 

In short, I feel that most of our 
lecturers arc not committed 10 their work 
and are not open 10 alternative views. 

Michael Thomas 
TAl PING 

PIPED WATER AFTER 
FLOODING THEIR LAND! 

Minister of Science, Technology 
and the Environment Law 

Hieng Ding was quoted as having sa.Jd 
that the environmental impact assessment 
{EIA) for the Linggui dam project in 
Johor has been approved in principle 
(NST, 20 January 1991). 

He further added that all comments 
from the pubhc had been taken into 
account As an example, he cited the case 
of Orang Asli in the area who had 
expressed the fear that their water supply 
would be affected if the dam project 
should proceed. "This problem," he said, 
"can be easily solved by supplying piped 
water 10 the Orang Asli." 

In choosing to highlight this one 
grievance of the Orang Asli. with its 
seemingly 'simple solution', the minister 
has attempted 10 evade other more aucial 
implications of the dam. 

From the point of view of the Orang 
Asli, the fear is not merely one of having 
no access to clean water. The dam will 
tlood 5,(XX) hectares with another 14,600 
hectares being declared water catclunent 
areas. Most of this area covers the 
customary lands of the Orang Asli living 
there, their kawQS(JIJ saka. 

Loss of their land will ultimately 
mean a loss of their means of livelihoocl 
As it is, the Orang Asli are already facing 
a loss of income and difficulty in meeting 
their subsistence needs. 

With the construction of the dam, the 
Orang Asli will lose access 10 their fruit 
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trees as wcU as other sources of income; 
rattan, damar, gabaru. Products from the 
forc.st which arc essentialtotheirpbysical, 
social and sptritual life will also be 
di.ff"JCult 10 reach e.g. food, medicine and 
building matcnals. 

The solution IS not to merely resettle 
the Orang Asli and provide them with 
piped water. Resclllcment of the Orang 
Asli invariably gives rise 10 its own set of 
problems. Foremost among this is the 
starlc realization that the land which they 
considered theirs for generations is not 
actually theirs - at least in the eyes of the 
authorities. It is most disturbing, 
psychologically, 10 realize that you can be 
asked to move from your own land just so 
to make way foraprojectthatwillbenefit, 
not themselves or other Malaysians, but a 
more industrialized. thirsty neighbouring 
country! 

The Linggui dam EIA should not be 
approved for various reasons. From the 
point of view of the Or=g Asli it is 
because the social and economic impact 
on them has not been adequately 
assessed. The 180-page EIA report, m 
fact, discusses the situatiOn of the Orang 
Asli in just two pages. 

Colin Nicholas 
KUALA LUMPUR 

•success does 
notlleln 

winning an 
election by 
lowering our 

standards but 
by displaying 

that we adhere 
to our ideals 
whatever the 

conse
quences ... 
JawaharlaJ Nehru 



Penang Hill- Unanswered Questions 
In this article, AJiran 

Monthly looks at some of 
the latest developments in 
connection with the 
proposed Penang HiD 
project 

I
t has been about 10 months since 
the Penang State Government 
swprised people here with the 

announcement that a massive hill 
resort would be developed on Pcnang 
Hill. 

The announcement, which was 
said to have caught even top 
Government servants unaware, 
aroused so much public reaction 
and concern that the State Govern
ment decided to hold an exhibition 
and public hearing so that Penan
gites could voice their opinions on 
the project 

The exhibition and hearing, is 
scheduled to take place this month 
and may even have taken place by 
the time this article is published. 
The move on the part of the new 
State Government is admirable, but 
as of Press time, Friends ofPenang 
Hill (FOPH) - the main pressure 
group set up in response to the issue 
- have yet to be informed of the 
date. 

They only know from the 
newspapers that the proposed 
development by Bukit Pinang 
Leisure Sdn Bhd (a subsidiruy of 
the multi- tentacled Berjaya Cor
poration) has submitted an 
amended plan to the State. The 
amended plan was revealed very 
sketchily by Chief Minister Dr Koh 
Tsu Koon during the recent State 
Legislative Assembly sitting. 

The Chief Minister said the 
developer had scrapped the golf 

course, Adventure Park and theme 
jungle walks proposed for Tiger 
Hill and Mount Elvira. The two 
hills would be retained as a forest 
reserve and water catchment. In
stead, an ecology centre would be 
developed near Tiger Hill. 

Bukit Pinang Leisure has also 
decided not to go ahead with the 
massive concrete block on Straw
berry Hill, which they had called an 
acropolis, and have proposed in its 
place a hilltop village. The Water 
World project that would have 
flooded the present Youth Park 
would be replaced by an Olympic
size swimming pool. diving pool 
and children's pool. 

However, an international-class 
hotel on the site of the old Crag 
Hotel and chalets on the Southview 
spur belonging to the Penang Island 
Municipal Council, were retained. 
Also retained arc the proposed 
luxury condominiums on the 
Lomonds site which Berjaya Corp 
is believed to have purchased for a 
cool $2 million. In addition, a youth 
hostel would be put up at the upper 
station. 

Nothing was said about the 
cable car that was to be built to take 
up thousands of people daily. Dr 
Koh however mentioned that the 
developer was now fmalizing the 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) for the amended plan for sub
mission to the Department of En
vironment (DOE). 

In other words, the project will 
go on and although not on the 
fri ghteningly massive scale as 
before is still frightening enough. 
The projects dropped, observed 
several quarters, were the more ab
surd ones anyway such as the 
acropolis and golf course. 

FOPH spokeswoman Chee 
Yoke Ling told AM that the group 
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had no inkling how the public hear
ing would be conducted. 

"To be able to provide effective 
and meaningful representation. we 
must have access to information, 
specifically the EIA which is not 
somethmg that one can go through 
within an hour or so. The State 
Government should make available 
the EIA within reasonable time of 
the exhibition if it is sincerely inter
ested in our feedback." Ms Chce 
said. 

The other issue here is how the 
hearing will be conducted and how 
views solicited from individuals 
and groups are to be evaluated. 
There is to date, no indication of 
how this will be done in a fair and 
imparti:ll manner. 

FOPH is also hoping that the 
DOE will not make any decision on 
the EIA until after the State public 
hearing when the public's views on 
the project are available. They are 
afraid that the EIA may be ap
proved as hurriedly as in the case of 
the resort plan for Pulau Redang, 
also a Beljaya Corporation project. 

Another issue which Penangites 
would be curious to know about 
through the exhibition concerns the 
land on which Bukit Pinang Leisure 
is planning to build its hotels, con
dos and what-not. Apart from the 
Lomonds site. much of the project 
calls for the use of either State land 
or property belonging to either the 
Penang Island Municipal Council 
or the Penang Water Authority. 

The amended plan is believed to 
involve some 226 hectares of such 
public property. There has been 
also no information forthcoming 
from the State as to the land 
premium that will be paid to the 
State. but a conservative cost
benefit analysis by FOPH reckons 
that the original land area of 256 



This Map shows how the project area is located 
in a critical area of Penang Hill. The concern is that 
the project will affect five catchment areas shown: 
Air /tam SichJ Stream, Sungei Pinang West, Tl{}er 
Hill, Waterfall and Tats Stream. It will also affect the 
big watershed between tluJ Air /tam and Tat's 
Catchment . • 

If you art living in a low-lying ana or 
so~here ~~ear tlte Sungti l'intUig River • 
you 1Nl1 become a .flood victilfl as a nslllt 
of tltt Penag HJU !Hvelup~M~U Project. 
UUfy OTtOS to bt tiftct«J bu:IMdt: 

The map shows that at 16ast four major river 
tributary systems in the 111ea would be silted due to 
the project. Areas and houses through which the 
rivers flow could be affected by floods. 

J .. p • ...,,..,.. ltllflll/o.Jidc 

Three of these tributary systems eventually join 
up in the city before flowing into the sea. This makes 
the city area especially flood prone as the river at 
that point will receiV9 the sediment load of all these 
tributaries. 

*Tiger hill h• ainc:e been left out of the 
project area. 

Knulld -..JJK1 MalulaiX., 
Rllflti!J.-P•lai/JIIMa S•"'ffl 
,_,IIIIa LtuatbntUJ.-. U. Bow 
T'*'lll.h/1111 MGJ(/id N.,.ri/HIIl6ilwJ 
ltHIUo ltOtid/Nordlll SIT'IIIIIItNIIir 
Rtlfld/RIPn' RfHMIIMIIDIIJIII• Stn1IIP•ra 
Roiiii/Lolfll' Roiiii/Jtlltut LU. Kluio• HIUit 

hectares requested for by the 
developer would come up to $77 
million alone in land premium. 

Said Ms Chee, the State 
Government must also e~plain how 
the development will benefit the 
State and its people. Speculating on 
possible tourist arrivals and jobs 
created is insufficient. 

In order for the public to make 
an informed choice, the State 
Government must also present the 
alternative plan put up by FOPH as 
well as their arguments for a more 
eco-friendly sort of development 
for an environment as scnsiti ve and 
fragile as Penang Hill. FOPH have 

on their part published an extreme
ly thoughtful and comprehensive 
report on the proposed develop
ment based on a study which they 
presented to the State Executive 
Committee a few months ago.* 

It is imperative that the State 
Government conduct the exhibition 
and public hearing in an impartial 
and professional manner if it docs 
not wish to be cast as a bulldozer 
driven by the powers- that-be be
hind Bukit Pinang Leis..ae Sdn 
Bhd. Also, Lhe exhibition-cum
hearing is not just an exercise in 
public participation an an important 
issue concerning Penangites, but 

17 

would probably be the first te.o;t of 
whether the State Government is as 
open and responsive as it has 
pledged to be when starting out last 
October.+ 

*The report, published in book 
form is entitled PENANG HIU -
TilE NEED TO SAVE OUR 
NATURAL HERfl'AGE.prepared 
by Martin Klwr Ko/c Peng, Dr Kam 
Suan Pheng, Ahmad bin Chile, 
Memakshi Raman and Dr Leong 
Yueh Kwong (Friends of Penang 
Hill, Penang, 1991) 



Environment 

Pollution: The 'fragedy of 
the Commons 

How does one solve the 
man-made pfOblem of 
pollution which in the case 
of Penang has partly 
contributed to the recent 
floods? Educating the 
public is fme. In this article 
STELLA WONG argues 
that we also need a 
comprehensive set of 
regulations for punishing 
the polluters and rewarding 
those who don't. But the 
government's political will 
to enforce the regulations is 
crucial. 

f the Prime Minister's dec lara-

I lion that Penang is the dirtiest 
state in ·the country did not spur 

Penangites into action about the 
cesspit that Penang has become, the 
recent massive floods should. Years 
of inordinate waste dumping have 
taken its toll on the environment and 
it took Mother Natw'e to remind us of 
our recklessness. 

Recent floods in Penang, the 
worst in the last twenty years, af
fected thousands of people living in 
the low-lying areas. It sparked off a 
fresh debate as to who are to be 
blamed for creating conditions 
leading to the inability of rainwater 
to flow freely when heavy rain 
started. Accusations ranged from 
people using rivers and drains as 
dumJt sites, to inadequate drainage 
syste!fl, to inefficient garbage col-

lection, to inadequate facilities for 
proper waste disposal to illegal hill 
farming. It is probably fair to say 
that all finger-pointing parties con
tributed to the problem. 

Penang does have a trashy 
image. One does not have to look 
far to see uncollected waste by the 
roadside, vacant land-turned-dump 
sites, rivers and dmins choked with 
unmentionables, crows feasting on 
leftovers in wet markets and haw
ker stalls, etc. Y ct it took the Prime 
Minister's pronouncement to ac
tivate the authorities, and now 
Penangites have until the end of the 
year to clean up their act. 

Penang did not get this polluted 
overnight. As population grows, 
the amount of waste generated 
grows with it. Pollution occurs 
when the environment is loaded 
with waste that are not completely 
recycled, not recycled fast enough, 
or not recycled at all. Pollution 
results from the inability of the 
natural recycling processes to 
prevent wastes from accumulating, 
and the environment becomes over
loaded with wastes. 
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The Tragedy of the Comnwns 
The title "tragedy of the com

mons" describes aptly the pollution 
problem in Penang. Garrett Hardin 
wrote this article over twenty years 
ago, and his arguments on the 
individual's selfish use of public 
domains are just as relevant today 
as they were then. The essence of 
tragedy, in this context, is not so. 
much unhappiness, but it is the 
"solemnity of the remorseless 
working of things." 

The tragedy of the commons oc
curs in a pasture open to all. We can 
expect any rational herdsman, to 
keep as many cattle as possible on 
the commons, to maximize his 
gain. This is because he benefi~ 
entirely from the sale of an addi
tional animal, but only suffers a 
fraction of the effects of overgraz
ing, which are shared by all 
herdsmen. Tragedy happens when 
each herdsman keeps adding more 
animals to the limited commons, to 
pursue his own self-interest. 

Conversely, the tragedy of the 
commons manifests itself in the 
pollution problem. Here, instead of 



taking something out of the com
mons. it is putting something in. 
The rational polluter fmds his share 
of the costs to society resulting 
from his polluting activities to be 
less than the cost of purifying his 
wastes before releasing them. Un
fortunately, this 
view is shared 
by everyone. 
Consequently, 
this logic of the 
use of com
mons "remor
selessly 
generates 
tragedy. "In this 
case. it is hard 

organizing our society has been to 
delineate command-and-control 
techniques for public intervention 
and economic incentives for private 
company. But as Charles Schultze, 
former senior fellow at Brookings 
Institute, argued. there is "a 

Malaysia. It must be at least ten 
years now since the signs flTSt went 
up about the $500 fme on anyone 
caught littering. Today, Malaysia is 
not only in a spick-and-span condi
tion. its pollution problems has got
ten worse. In this instance. was it 

policy failure or implemen
tation failure? 

I would argue that this 
is a case of implementation 
failure. In a country such as 
Singapore, which has the 
ability to enforce its anti
pollution laws. prohibition 
works. Singapore has be-

TliESUNGAI 
PINANG 

to argue that the • 
individual's 
self-interest •· 
acts like an "in-

.. :»~~,;;~;,::.·-"IIJ FLOODS ITS 
w..a~·""""''"·;;~- r BANKS: 

come probably the cleanest 
city in Asia, if not the 
world. Netherlands, which 
is probably the only 
country in Europe to imple
ment a serious anti-pollu
tion program. has water 
detectives to trace polluters 

visible hand" to 
guide the in-
dividual to 
promote public interests, in the 
course of pursuing his own gain. 

No Technical SoluJion 
Problem. 

Hardin used the concept of "no 
technical solution problems" to 
refer to a class of human problems. 
Pollution, is one of soch problems, 
although there may be people who 
would disagree. Scientific innova
tions enabled us to live the comfort
able lives that most of us now lead. 
but have these innovations been 
able to wipe out poverty. illiteracy. 
overpopulation. war. etc? Similar
ly, in the case of the environment, 
we now have improved landfills 
and incinerators, environmentally
friendly products, new ways of 
recycling. etc, but have these 
solved the pollution problem? The 
negative answer suggests that the 
human factor is stiU the dtciding 
factor in human aN'airs. 

If we agree that pollution is a 
"no technical solution problem", 
and that it ultimately requires a 
human solution, what should be 
done? Our traditional approach to 

lnordinale 
waat. 
dumping 
lakes ita toll 

spectrum of alternatives between 
the two extremes waiting to be 
created through the public use of 
private interest". 

Mutual Coercion MululJlly 
Agreed Upon 

Hardin· s answer to intractable 
social problems is "mutual coer
cion mutually agreed upon" which 
concurs with Schultze's conten
tion. Coercion does not necessarily 
have to mean arbitrary decisions 
made by irresponsible 
bureaucrates. In this context, 
mutual coercion is based on the so
cial contract which glues a society 
together. Mutual coercion can take 
the forms of coercive laws or taxing 
devices. Both methods wiU make it 
cheaper for the polluter to clean up 
his wastes before discharging them 
than to release them into the en
vironment untreated. 

A coercive law to prevent pol
lution could be in the form of 
prohibition. Polluters will be penal
ized for discharging wastes which 
are banned, onto the environment 
This is a simple. straightforward 
method. and it has been tried in 
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who contaminate its water
ways. Enforcement is the single 
most important criteria which 
determines the success or failure of 
any prohibitive policy. 

The other coercive method is 
based on indirect control - using 
market mechanisms such as 
economic incentives and taxes to 
intervene in public problems. Pol
luters ate free to pollute- as long as 
they pay a price for the privilege. A 
tax is levied on polluters for every 
unit of pollutant they discharged 
onto the environment. The rational 
polluter will weigh the costs of 
waste cleaning with the amount of 
tax for not cleaning. If the cost of 
cleaning is higher than the amount 
of tax. the polluter wiU continue to 
pollute. But if the cost of the tax is 
higher than the cost to clean, he has 
the incentive to reduce the amount 
of wastes he discharges. 

The government indirectly con
trols the allowable level of pollu
tion by the amount of tax levied for 
each unit discharged. The higher 
the tax, the lower the pollution, and 
vice versa. Therefore. if the goal is 
to arrest and reduce pollution, the 
tax should be set high. This serves 



as an incentive for polluters to im
prove methods of production and 
consumption, and the means of 
cleaning up. This incentive method 
is favoured by the Americans and 
the British. 

Similar to prohibition, the use 
of tax to control pollution is subject 
to problems in enforcement For ex
ample, it is not easy to determine 
the amount of pollutants emitted or 
whether the discharge is properly 
cleaned. These problems are not in
surmountable, but they do pose a 
real challenge to the goal of clean
ing up the environment 

A cleaner environment has 
costs - goods and services that a 
society must give up to control pol
lution. Therefore, the society has to 
decide what is the optimal level of 
pollution. A rational society, there
fore, will also weigh the benefits 
and costs of pollution control. If the 
benefits of an additional control ex
ceeds the costs, then pollution con
trol should be increased. But if the 
additional control costs more than 
it benefits, then the additional con
trol is unwarranted. 

It necessarily follows then that 
a society should not strive for a 
pollution-free environment This is 
not only because of the opportunity 
costs involved but the fact that it is 
not an achievable state. Apart from 
man-made pollution, pollution also 
occurs naturally. Human beings 
emit millions of particles into the 
air everyday, and a volcanic erup
tion spews out a multitude of 
poisonous gases into the environ
ment The goal, therefore, is to con
trol pollution to a tolerable level. In 
practice, this tolerable level is not 
easy to set. But with the help of 
economists, it can be done. 

A society seeking social im
provements has at its disposal, the 
use of appealing to the conscience, 
to induce change. There have been 
many public awareness campaigns 
on pollution control throughout the 
world. While these efforts are com
mendable, they are usually not ef
fective in inducing change in the 

target population. It is a case of 
preaching to the converted. Usually 
it is the socially-conscious segment 
of the pollution that participates in 
these campaigns, while nonrepen
tant polluters stay away and con
tinue their polluting activities. 

It is precisely for non-repen
tants that we have regulations. For 
those who listen to their con
science, there should be a reward 
system to acknowledge their con
tribution in keeping the environ
ment clean. It is debatable whether 
the government should play a role 
in instilling virtues when there are 
perhaps more appropriate institu
tions such as the family and 
religion. Nonetheless it would not 
be entirely inappropriate for the 
government to reward model be
haviours. This will promote a more 
benevolent role of government than 
just strictly a punitive one. 

Individual Rights Versus 
Pollution Control 

Collective agreement to keep 
the environment clean sometimes 
only goes as far as agreement on 
national goals but not when they 
infringe on our "rights". In Nether
lands, the government's 
programme to discourage car travel 
by making it more expensive was 
met with heavy resistance. The 
Dutch did not want to give up their 
freedom to use their vehicles when
ever they want. 

Similarly, the rights issue ap
pears in the concept of private 
property. The logic of private 
property favours pollution. It is our 
right to do what we please with our 
land, whether it is in letting weeds 
overgrow or wastes pile up. The 
traditional view of ownership en
compasses the water, air, animals, 
grass and everything else found on 
and above the land. When I was ten 
and fed up with the polluted air that 
constantly invaded my house from 
the burning of scrap by the local 
plywood factory, I asked my father 
to tell the manager to stop polluting 

20 

the air before we all died from can
cer. His answer was, "it's their land, 
they can do whatever they want." I 
answered back in my newly ac
quired argument of the Merchants 
of Venice, "all right, then tell them 
to keep their polluted air within 
their land". 

Today, we may have come 
closer to recognizing that the air 
above our land is public, we still 
have a long way to go in practicing 
courtesy to our neighbours and to 
the environment. The outraged 
response by smokers when airlines 
announced no smoking flights for 
short distances crystalizes the prob
lem of pollution control versus in
dividual rights. 

Commitment to tlu! Future 
But, waiting until the perfect 

solution to pollution to arrive is no 
answer. To retain the status quo is 
in fact a decision to allow current 
conditions to continue. Pollution 
has consequences. The ever present 
threats of the depletion of the ozone 
layer, scarcity of clean water supp
ly, destructive floods, health 
hazards, are just some examples of 
the consequences of heedless ac
tion or inaction. 

Meanwhile we have to think 
about our future, our children's and 
the generations to come. If for no 
other reason, we should preserve 
the environment purely for our own 
self-interest. We should not be 
blinded by short term gains of ex
ploiting the environment, only to 
suffer long term consequences. 

Developing countries are par
ticularly susceptible to favouring 
industrialization even if it is at the 
expense of the environment. To 
prepare itself for the future, 
Malaysia should adopt ·a coherent 
and committed approach to prevent 
further environmental degradation. 
A combination approach to educa
tion, regulations, market incen
tives, and rewards, backed by 
proper governmental support is a 
start in redressing the tragedy of our 
commons.+ 
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-+- The Challenge of Buddhistn + 

True Bwldlliaoi does llOt 
Diei"elylllfall~to 
~&st. ol don'ts, •JS LAI 
Y.WEN POR. Be'lners are 
exllorted to live up to tWr 
SOCill ~ Tllis 
means alliiftdin& • adiw 
rather tllari passive interest 
in die world around us. 

B
uddhism is primarily con
cerned with striving to end the 
endless cycle of births and 

rebirths (samsara). However, many 
Buddhists still want to enjoy a world
ly life. They are not re:ldy to give up 
their worldly concerns and lead the 
life of a mon1c or OWl, or to strive very 
hard to get out of samsara. 

Buddha knew this. That is why 
though his teaching concentrates 
more on how to improve ourselves 
spiritually to get out of samsara, he 
also laid down guidelines for those 
people who choose to live the life 
of a layman. 

Middle Path 
Buddha encouraged all his fol

lowers to lead their lives according 
to the Middle Path. This means not 
to go to the opposing extremes of 
either torturing or overindulging 
themselves. Living our lives ac
cording to the Middle Path means 
that we have to develop our 
Morality (sila), our Wisdom 
(panna) and our mental training 
(samadhi). 

While all three should be 
developed simultaneously, the in
tensity with which any one area is 
practised depends on one's own 
spiritual development For a 
layman, the development of 

morality is important. That is to 
have Right Action, Right Speech 
and Right Livelihood. As nmrality 
is developed, the mind will become 
easier to control, and hence easier 
to develop concentration and wis
dom. 

Moral Guidelines 
For Buddhists, the very basic 

guidelines for a moral life are the 
five precepts i.e. abstention from 
killing, stealing, sexual miscon
duct, lying and consuming of in
toxicants. These precepts form the 
basis of morality and also common 
sense. 

AU living creatures value their 
lives. Therefore we should respect 
the lives of all beingli and not kill 
under any circumstances. 

Living in this mWtdane world, 
everyone needs money and proper
ty. Most people earn their living 
honestly and would feel very un
happy if others should steal their 
belongings or cheat them. There
fore we should not steal or cheat 
others of their rightful earnings. 

Most of us lay people have not 
yet overcome our passions. Sexual 
relations is permitted between mar
ried couples. However, there are 
those who are not satisfied with 
their partners and seek pleasure 
elsewhere. Apart from givmg rise 
to anxiety and creating health risks 
to the unfaithful partner, sexual 
misconduct also brings a lot of in
stability to the family and hurt to the 
other partner. 

As human beings, our actions 
are normally guided by the infor
mation we receive. When we get 
false information, we act wrongly 
and our interests are endangered. 
So we should always tell the truth 
so that others can form correct 
judgement and act accordingly. Be 
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humble and admit our ignorance 
when we are not in a situation to 
give advice, otherwise we may 
cause others harm. By being 
honest, we earn respect and trust. 

Alcoholism is considered the 
worst of all evils because it causes 
a person to commit other evil deeds. 
When a person is intoxicated, the 
rational mind no longer works. The 
person fails to recognise the dif
ference between wholesome 
(kusala) actions and unwholesome 
(akusala) actions. 

In a drunken state, a person may 
murder, steal, behave immorally 
and perform other unwholesome 
acts. Lately, the newspapers have 
reported many cases of child-abuse 
and wife-battering. Many of thes•! 
cases · of domestic violence are 
caused by drunks who are not in 
control of their anger and frustra
tion. 

By keeping the ftrst three 
precepts, one is already living one· s 
life according to Right Action. 
There is respect for life, respect for 
property and respect for personal 
relationships. 

The fourth precept helps a per
son to practise Right Speech. Apart 
from not lying, to fully practise 
Right Speech, one must also refrain 
from slandering others, harsh 
speech and idle talk. 

Reasons for Restraint 
It is agreed that the above five 

precepts form the basis of 
morality. Yet there are those who 
agree with the principles but fmd it 
hard to practise them. Why do some 
people have more restraint than 
others? 

There are two reasons why 
people try not to break these 
precepts. The ftrst reason is the fear 
of the actions themselves. 



People are afraid to kill because 
they do not like to see creatures 
suffer and die .• They are afraid to 
steal or cheat because they know 
that others are trying to earn a 
decent living. They are afraid to be 
unfaithful because they might hurt 
their partner. They are afraid to tell 
lies because they might misguide 
others and cause them harm. They 
are afraid to take intoxicants be
cause they will Jose control of their 
senses and may perform un
wholesome actions. 

The second restraining factor is 
the fear of the consequences of 
those actions. There is the secular 
law that governs our society and so 
there is the fear of being arrested, 
being fmed or of going to prison. 

Then there is the fear of the 
spiritual consequences (vipaka). 
Buddha taught that the conse
quence of killing is a short life 
prone to diseases, constant grief 
due to separation from loved ones, 
and living in constant fear. 

Stealing will result in poverty, 
misery and a dependent livelihood. 
Sexual misconduct wiU lead to 
hatred and broken marriages. Lying 
leads to untrustworthiness and 
much unpleasantness. Finally, too 
much alcohol will result in a feeble 
mind. 

Like the precepts themselves, 
these consequences can be deduced 
using common sense and a sense of 
natural justice. They do not repre
sent excessive "punishment" and 
one is not condemned to represent 
ete.-nal suffering. 

Enjoyment is Allowed 
Enjoyment is not a sin in Bud

dhism. Nevertheless, over-enjoy
ment which makes us forget our 
social responsibilities is considered 
unwholesome. In his teachings, the 
Buddha advises laypeople to 
rejoice in four types of happiness. 

The first happiness is to enjoy 
the economic security of wealth ac
quired by just and righteous means. 
This has to do with Right 
Livelihood, which is to earn one's 

living without violating the prin
ciples of moral conduct. 

Buddhists are discouraged from 
being involved in th~ following 
means of livelihood i.e. trading in 
human beings, weapon, flesh, in
toxicating drinks and drugs and 
poison. In our modern context, this 
would include exploiting workers 
and being involved in military re
search and development. Employ
ment that involves using animals 
for tests where the animals undergo 
tremendous suffering and even 
death should also be avoided. 

The second happiness is to 
spend that wealth liberally on 
oneself, one's family, friends and 
relatives and on performing good 
deeds. According to Buddha, one 
should divide one's salary into four 
parts. One part is to be reserved as 
savings, another to be used for per
forming good deeds and the other 
two parts to be spent according to 
our needs. 

This means that one should be 
frugal but not miserly. If one is in 
the position to use one's wealth for 
the welfare of others, one should do 
so. Excessive accumulation of 
wealth at the expense of others, is 
certainly not encouraged. 

The third happiness is to be free 
from debts. Many people have 
sleepless nights thinking about 
their house mortgages, overdrafts 
and other financial problems. In 
our modern society, it seems that 
our material needs cost more than 
what we can afford. Loans and hire 
purchases are taken in order t9 pur
chase electrical goods, cars and 
houses or to send children overseas. 

Perhaps it is time to ponder on 
the level of consumerism in our 
society, to decide what is need and 
what is greed. This is especially 
important as our planet's natural 
resources are being depleted rapid
ly. If possible, we should encourage 
our leaders to provide better public 
amenities, such as good public 
transport, cheaper housing and 
more accessible tertiary education. 
Then as a community, we can take 
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care of each other's needs rather 
than compete as individuals. 

The fourth happiness is to live a 
pure life without .no evil thoughts, 
words or deeds. This, as said 
before, can be achieved by leading 
a moderate life and staying clear of 
the two extremes of self-depriva
tion and over-indulgence. 

Causes of Loss ofWea/Jh 
Buddha also gave advice on 

things to avoid if the layman wants 
to be successful in life. 

1) Addiction to drinking or 
drugs. 

As mentioned earlier, the use of 
drugs numbs the brain and the per
son is no longer mentally alert. Er
rors are then made and 
opportunities for progress are lost. 
As the intoxicant takes a stronger 
grip, the person loses interest in his 
studies, business or career. A.nd so, 
the addicted person's life wastes 
away. 

2) Roaming the streets at an 
inappropriate time. 

People who do that not only ex
pose themselves to physical 
danger, they also develop a bad 
reputation as loiterers and may be 
suspected of crimes. Furthermore, 
their families are neglected and the 
time that can be used for self-im
provement is wasted. 

3) Frequent enjoyment of 
entertainment. 

While studying or working, a 
person who is addicted to entertain
ment will always be thinking of the 
next party or movie. The resulting 
concentration will lead to a lack of 
effort towards the task at hand and 
progress is halted. Also constant in
dulgence in entertainment tends to 
distort the reality of the world. Such 
people become blind to their social 
responsibilities or to the needs of 
others. 

4) Gambling. 
We know that we should earn 

our living through honest means 
and not through activities like gam
bling. In the process of gambling, 
there are people who lose their 



property and savings. Gambling is 
not a profitable means of spending 
our time and leads to the neglect of 
responsibilities. 

5) Keeping bad company. 
As humans, we are influenced 

by our environment If a person 
mixes with gamblers and gangsters, 
sooner or later he will be influenced 
by them. Even if the person is not 
involved with their illegal ac
tivities, others will not believe his 
innocence. 6) Laziness. 

Laziness hinders one's 
progress. There are people who al
ways procrastinates "It is too hot to 
study. Maybe I'll have a nap ftrst 
then I'll start work. I feel a bit 
hungry, I'll eat something ftrst and 
then I'll really get down to some 
serious work." Right effort is very 
important. If we want to succeed, 
we must have the energy to strive 
for our goals and work hard against 
challenges. 

Taking Positive Actions 
Now,living a Buddhist worldly 

life does not merely mean subscrib
ing to a list of things that one should 
not do. If one chooses to live a 
worldly life, one should naturally 
have worldy responsibilities. One 
should not only uphold the five 
precepts but also practise their op
posing wholesome actions. 

Instead of killing, one should 
practice non-violence (ahimsa) and 
loving kindness (metta). One 
should give support to organisa
tions that promote peace and good
will and oppose war. When one 
sees acts of violence committed 
against others, one needs to chastise 
the aggressor and assist the victims. 
One should have sympathy and 
loving-kindness towards others. 

In our multi-ethnic society, this 
includes removing our ethnic and 
religious prejudices. We need to 
understand the culture of othe~ eth
nic groups and appreciate the 
spiritual values that are common 
amongst religions. In doing so, we 
can live in peace and hannony. 

Instead of stealing, one needs to 
cultivate generosity. If one has 
enough for one's own needs, then 
one should use one's wealth to help 
those who are less fortunate. In 
many places in the world, Bud
dhists have come together for 
humanitarian causes. Hospitals, 
welfare homes and various or
ganizations have been set up to help 
the aged, handicapped, the poor and 
refugees of war. At the same time, 
Buddhists are also involved in tack
ling the social causes of such suf
fering. This involves challenging 
those aspects of society that cause 
groups of people, usually the poor, 
to be discriminated against. 

Instead of sexual misconduct, 
one must cultivate one's own con
tentment On the practical side, we 
must do what we can to stop sexual 
exploitation, especially of women. 
For example, we arc all very 
familiar with advertisements with 
scantily dressed women which 
have no connection whatsoever 
with the product being advertised. 
These advertisements merely aim 
at nttmcting customers by arousing 
their sexual desires. What we want 
is a society where people are not 
treated as sex objects, where men 
and women respect each other, and 
treat each other as equals. 

Instead of telling lies, one must 
uphold truth and justice. One must 
be righteous in one's actions and 
behaviour and be fair when one 
deals with people. One must insist 
on justice in our society and give 
support to righteous causes. This is 
not easy in a society that is rife with 
corruption, abuse of power and 
other malpractices. But unless all of 
us make the conscious effort to 
stamp out these social cancers, our 
society will never progress. 

Instead of taking intoxicants 
and becoming mentally clouded, 
we need to develop our intellectual 
prowess. One has to learn to see 
things as they really are and not be 
fooled by wrong ideas. Spiritually, 
this means understanding the Four 
Noble Truths and the truth of im-
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permanence (anicca), unsatisfac
toriness(dukkha) and insubstan
tiality (anatta). 

On the mundane level, one 
needs to read and be aware of how 
society works. If one chooses to 
lead a worldly life, one must under
stand worldly politics or else one 
will be deluded into supporting un
just causes and one could even 
hann others. 

For example, in the Gulf War, 
many of us were fooled by the 
American news media. We are 
caught up with the ·- high-tech 
aeroplanes, computer systems and 
the awesome US flre power. But 
behind the scenes, hundred of 
thousands of innocent lives were 
lost. Our sympathies lie with the 
wrong party, the aggressor. And in
stead of having loving kindness, we 
were caught up with weapons of 
dcstruc tion. 

An Active Religion 
In Buddhism, one is responsible 

for one's own actions and sub
sequenlly their consequences. 
There is no divine authority that 
punishes our transgressions or a 
godly figure that has to be wor
shipped in order to attain a place in 
heaven. Hence, Buddhism is an ac
tive religion that encourages people 
to lead responsible Jives. 

For a Buddhist layman, leading 
a responsible life means going 
beyond avoiding unwholesome ac
tions. Positive steps have to be 
taken to practise wholesome ac
tions. 

It is always easier to be passive 
rather than active. A voiding un
wholesome actions is easier than 
carrying out wholesome deeds. 
That is why we need to have faith 
in the righteousness of our actions. 
If our faith is strong, then we will 
be able stand up for what is right. 
The important thing is that each of 
us should try to live responsibly to 
the best of our ability.+ 
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I
n many countries the World 
Bank is still considered a 
respected institution by govern

ment and business. But it is coming 
under increasing attack from groups 
north and south. It has become 
fashionable, not a fashion, to take up 
World Bank-bashing because 
wherever one looks and there are 
problems, the World Bank is behind 
it in one way or the other. You found 
them in the SO's and the 60's during 
the green revolution. You found 
them in forestry project~. primarily 
involved in the destruction of India's 
forestry projects. If a large dam was 
being built and the Indian govern
ment was behind it, you found the 
World Bank behind the government. 
You found theW orld Bank wherever 
common resources had to be 
privatised. 

We were getting along with a 
little bit of help from our friends. In 
the kind of debate that has taken 
place about debt and the destruction 
of nature, there is a feeling that it is 
globalization - the existence of a 
global economy, the existence of 
global trade- that is itself at the root 
of the crisis, particularly the 
ecological crisis of the Third 
World. But coming from a country 
like India where three or four cen
turies ago we were providing the 
world with spices of all kinds and 
textiles of a large variety, global 
trade is not a new phenomena. 
What is new is that what used to 
come last seems to come first. It is 
like the tail has started wagging the 
dog. 

In our work, in trying to under
stand the ecological crisis in India, 
in trying to understand why people 
who were fed are suddenly hungry, 
why people who were clothed have 
no clothes, why people who had 
homes are homeless and destitute, 
we realize that the process started 
to change during the colonial 
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period, where, irrespective of 
nature's needs, and irrespective of 
local people's needs, revenues 
were extraCted to basically run the 
machinery of. at that point, the East 
India Company (and later the 
Crown). Regions that used to pay 
50% of basic production to the state 
(princely states at that time) during 
the British period. were already 
paying something like half. But 
during colonialism we were still 
only touching parts of the country 
and touching some resources, so it 
was locally and resource-wise a 
cont:uned kind of exploitation and 
a sort of surplus generation. 

When colonialism was given 
the new name of development, the 
process of exploitation was made 
all pervasive across the board, 
across space, everywhere, every
thing had to be developed. Nothing 
could be left undeveloped. Nothing 
could be left backward. But the 
second thing that changed was 
everything became surplus. All that 
the region produced. All that nature 
produced in the region had to be 



extracted in the here and now, in the 
immediate, to generate the kind of 
economic prosperity that had been 
legitimised, defined, given the 
stamp of authority. The primary 
legitimising institutions are the 
World Bank and the IMF. 

The World Bank and the IMF 
are not important in terms of the 
money they provide. They are far 
more important in terms of the 
thinkingtheyprovideand the think
ing they legitimise and the 
ideologies of that. And if this 
production of the mind is the per
version of the way we look at and 
live in the world, the perversion that 
has, over 40 years, been spread 
through development aid across the 
world, that is at the root of the 
ecological crisis. And the perver
sion shows up at every point, no 
matter where you look. 

Coming from a civilization like 
India which seems to go on and on 
and on, we like to believe that 
things could still go on and on and 
on. After all, when Britain was 
losing hold of its empire in the 40's, 
the Crown was talking about 
reforming itself. It was, it is in 
documents. But the Roman Empire 
went, and the East India Company 
went. The Empire where the Sun 
would never set had a sunset. I 
believe there will be times when 
institutions that look like they .will 
have to run the world will not carry 
that burden because people will 
have a chance to run the world in 

the only way 
that it is pos
sible - in the 
hands of 
people. 

Wh 
does this ex• 
tremely 
remote, ex
tremely dis
tant kind of 
global think
ing do to the 
way nature 
gets handled 
in Third 
W o r J d 
countries? 
Developme 

A THREATEN ED WAY OF LEE- W~nnowing wheat in UUar 
PradMh; Ploughing with bullocks in India. New kinds of pover
ty .,. CJMted where people once were fed, clothed and shel
tered. 

nt itself becomes the cause of en
vironmental destruction, and it is 
intrinsic to the way development is 
defmed. It is not an aberration of 
either corrupt officials in the Third 
World countries or technically inef
ficient staff or a little bit of injustice 
here and there that could be settled 
with a few sub-committees set up 
with a little partcipation from India 
or whatever else is an appropriate 
group at the time. Destruction is 
built into the very way nature is 
conceived and people are con
ceived in the light of this. Basically 
nature is conceived as sick, as need
ing help, to produce commodities. 
Economic well- being is only when 
nature's economy gets destroyed, 
just as much as economic well
being and prosperity is the destruc-
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tion of local people and self-sus
tenance economies. 

Take the case of tropical 
forestry. Tropical forests are the 
richest eco systems we know. They 
produce four or five times the 
biomass, not just the biomass, but 
many more times the diversity that 
we know on this planet, and yet this 
is the kind of thinking that has gone 
into the environmental destruction 
that has been fmanced in large ways 
by forestry development projects 
like in Central India in the 70s. The 
Bank had to withdraw from that 
project because of local resistance. 
The Bank was planning to destroy 
- and already had destroyed during 
the pilot scheme - local tropical 
natural forests with very high diver
sity, supporting in diverse ways the 
local tribal communities. They 



wanted to plant tropical pine 
hooked up with the pipe industry. 
These rich, highly diverse, highly 
productive eco systems are, from 
the standpoint of industrial material 
supply, totally unimportant. The 
important question is how much of 
this biomass represents trees and 
parts of trees of preferred species 
that can be profitably marketed. By 
today's utilization standards most 
of the trees in these humid, tropical 
forests are from an industrial 
material standpoint clearly "B", 
and it is this perception of the 
\¥ealth of nature, the wealth on 
which people have supported their 
lives, being declared weeds and 
waste that has to be destroyed. The 
rich, not-natural forest is an abnor
mal forest and must be destroyed 
and turned into exotic mono-cul
tures. 

The same process that destroys 
nature's economy destroys the sur
vival economy of the people, which 
is why, whenever you get a 
development package which 
defines the development only in 
terms of how much cash flows on 
markets and how many com
moditiies come to distant national 
or global markets, that that percep
tion must constantly destroy the 
very thing on which it stands and 
again leads to something that the 
World Bank. is involved in, is a 
similar kind of development think
ing in agriculture. The Narnada 
project, financed by the World 
Bank, is an example in point. Up
stream on the Narnada river is a 
small dam called Taba which was 
not financed by the Bank, but in the 
catchment area of the Taba and in 
its region, agricultura1land usc has 
been converted with the help of the 
World Bank largely for the cultiva
tion of soyabeans. It was con
sidered and pushed as "agricultuml 
development." The oil seeds were 
all destroyed for a crop that can 
only go through industrial process
ing - it all has to be sold to the 
market for processing and nothing 
can be eaten at home. Most of it was 

exported back to the EEC for cattle 
feed, a little of the oil was pushed 
on Indian consumers who were 
very reluctant to consume soya oil, 
and a few exotic so-called high 
protein foods were produced which 
no one really likes. 

A woman victim of this 
development said her house used to 
be filled with food grains like the 
Namada Valley river was filled 
with water. Today there is no food 
at all. Today a surplus is produced 
that comes before the nutrient re
quirements and water requirements 
of the soil are taken care of, and 
before the nutrient requirements of 
the people are taken eare of. Today 
nothing is put back. The rates of 
dispossession in the areas that have 
come under soya cultiyation are ex
tremely high. All small peasants 
have been turned landless because 
they have not been able to cope 
with the high input agriculture for 
which loans were taken, for which 
they got indebted,for which they 
have to seU their farms. You are 
getting increasing rates oflandless
ness and dispossession wherever, 
either in forestry or in water or in 
agriculture, in the name of develop
ment and with the help of agencies 
like the World Bank which see 
economics being guided by the 
money lent and not by the support 
nature gives to provide the very 
basis on which everything runs. 

Nature as support is seen as the 
block. The people who live in na
ture directly as a supporter are also 
seen as blocks and their ancestral 
rights - their ancient rights - have to 
be destroyed. Resources have to be 
eliminated from them if this thing 
called development has progress. A 
number of us in the Third World 
have started calling this "develop
ment" the Third World War. It is 
not a phrase we concocted sitting in 
distant places because every time 
one goe.-. to a village, the villagers 
will say, "this thing is worse than 
anything we could have imagined. 
It has uprooted us. W orsc, more 
violently and with no future of any 
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kind." What is happening is that 
new kinds of poverty are getting 
created in places where people 
were fed, clothed and sheltered. 
They were called "poor" only be
cause they were not fed and clothed 
and sheltered like the W.orld Bank 
staff. They were able to feed them
selves (eating a variety of up to 150 
kinds of food), but they were 
declared poor because they don't 
get a hot can of soup. Look through 
any development document, look 
through any development advertis
ing work and you will realize that 
those are the kind of standards that 
are used. These poor people have 
never had that kind of material 
basis on which to survive. How 
could they be surviving over cen
turies if they did not have a material 
basis? 

Take water, for example. A 
super-mega darn is financed by the 
World Bank and is described by its 
staff like this: "If this irrigation sys
tem is not executed, water scarcity 
will be the single most important 
constraint to agro-economic 
growth." Local friends called me to 
assess this major darn. Every vil
lage in that area had at least one or 
two tanks, and these are traditional 
irrigation systems which people 
have used in partnership with na
ture. The drainage points of the 
region are tapped to provide all the 
drinking and irrigation needs for 
these people to live a decent life. 
For an engineer who only knows 
how to build big dams, there is no 
water system there. There is no ir
rigation there, so the engineer starts 
destroying the irrigation systems 
that exist and thus destroys the very 
basis of the people's existence. 

We are here referring to a par
ticular area. Very recently the local 
people wrote me a letter because 
they were angered by a World Bank 
report which said that only ten 
thousand people would be affected 
by the two dams envisaged in the 
project. Local assessments were ten 
times higher, and people themsel
ves began to survey (village by vii-



!age) the amount of land which 
would be lost and the number of 
people who would be displaced. In 
fact, a group of youth doing this 
work in the area were arrested. Six 
activists in these areas have been 
killed over the last five years. All 
this to push a dam through - a darn 
which in the World Bank document 
itself is going to guarantee a ten 
percent water- logging, is going to 
put the most fertile pockets of low 
lying land under water and is going 
to try and irrigate marginal lands. 
The document also talks about the 
developmental needs of the area: 
"They don't have hybrid seeds". 
Well, there just happen to be 20 
varieties of rice, a genetic diversity 
that is getting wiped out 
everywhere and has to be protected 
everywhere. They have varieties of 
oil seeds that the re·st of India has 
lost. The problem is that they prac
tise organic farming, and that is 
"primitive". What they sould be 
doing is chemical farming and the 
World Bank is happy to help with 
that. 

This kind of development aid is 
basically the reason for one a<;pect 

of Third World debt that we are 
constantly told about- money owed 
to multilateral or commercial 
banks. What is not usually talked 
about is the much bigger debt, the 
debt created to create destruction 
and then created to pay back that 
financial debt to bormw capital. 
This debt is owed to local people, 
from whom ancestral rights have 
been stolen just so that some of us 
can have a more comfortable life. 

What the World Bank is trying 
to do in India is create an economic 
system in which the original in
habitants have no rights at all. The 
only rights that are exercised are 
those of the global institutions that 
handle the money, and by the few 
people on this planet who are able 
to pay any kind of money for lUxury 
items. What we get is a system 
whereby producing food for living 
is becoming non-viable because 
market logic dictates the produc
tion of water melons and kiwis and 
mangoes in the temperate wncs 
throughout the year. This means 
large chunks of tropical land must 
be destroyed for something like a 
five or ten year period of produc-
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tion which creates economic 
growth. This is the debt that is owed 
to the people from whom rights of 
life have been stolen, and is also 
owed to nature from whom the 
capacity to support us all has been 
taken away. 

The people who have been 
called the more productive people 
of the world are really the parasites 
of the world, and the people who 
have nurtured the earth and main
tained it, and maintained a capacity 
for the earth to renew itself for our 
survival, are the real producers. 
Some of the World Bank staff 
should go to tribal areas and be 
trainees on bio-technology, but, of 
course, then we are going to have 
the World Bank lead us on new 
expertise in bio- technology! 

There is also the double-speak 
of austerity. Austerity in our culture 
used to be defined as living lightly 
on the earth, not hurting the earth 
and not hurting others, not living in 
a way that you must deprive others 
of their rights. Austerity today, in 
World Bank language, is a 
programme to make nature and the 
poor pay more so that the rich can 



stay rich. The scariest part of this is 
that privileged society destroys na
ture and creates ecological debt. 
The damage has been irreversible 
already in large parts of the Third 
World. Then those who have been 
the protectors of nature are forced, 
because of being twned destitute, 
being dispossessed, being uprooted 
from their homes and being given 
no alternative to fmd a form of 
livelihood, are forced then to be
come yet another party in that 
destruction. I have talked to tribals 
who are destroying forests in 
central India. Sal is a tree, it is a tree 
they worship, it is sacred to them, it 
is their mother, and they have tears 
in their eyes when they turn round 
and say that their mother is going to 
be killed by someone who is going 

to come and cut that tree, and the 
children are starving in the mean
time because of the sal trees they 
have cut. !Jbe most irreversible 
destruction is that of destroying the 
cultural mechanisms that protect 
themselves and protect nature. 
Once these are lost where do we 
twn to for people who really know 
how to walk lightly on this earth? 

There are solutions coming 
from all over the place, new kinds 
of solutions. There is the report (the 
Brundland Report - Ed) on our 
common future, excellent except 
for one little conclusion: we need 
more accelerated "economic 
growth" to solve the environmental 
crisis. A few years ago the World 
Bank said "a better environment 
more often than not depends on 

continued ecnomic growth". Can 
money ever produce life? Or can it 
only annhilate it? 

There is the quote in Lord 
Timberlake's book on the African 
crisis in which an African peasant 
is asked about whether internation
al aid would help Africa's recovery. 
He said: "Can you twn a calf into a 
cow by plastering it with mud?" + 

Source: Vandana Shiva, edited 
version of the speech she 
delivered in Rome, July 7-8, 1988 
at the meeting "Third World Debt 
and Environmental Destruction". 
co-organized by L' Espresso, La 
Nuova Ecologia, and the Italian 
Campaign "North-South: Bio
sphere - Survival of Mankind -
Debt." 

Give the Poor a Chance! 
Five Principles for 

Alternative Development 
1 EgaliJarian Development 

No development strategy has the objective of 
expressly creating inequality. Social and regional 
injustices are however normally accepted as the price 
to be paid for economic growth. The egalitarian 
strategy gives priority to redistribution instead of 
growth, and aims ftrStand foremost at meeting certain 
basic needs. 

If the strategy deals with material needs only, it 
can be regarded as a socially conscious variant of 
development strategies. When expanded to include 
human needs in a wider sense, it becomes a radically 
different development concept. It then concerns the 
deeper possibilities to realize the inherent potential 
of the individual, the group and the local community. 
A fundamental prerequisite is the control of one's 
own situation, which leads us to the next principle. 

2 Self-Reliance 
Self-reliance, i.e. to depend on one's own resour

ces and strength to the greatest extent possible, is a 
principle of central importance in dependence theory. 
Essentially, this is an old idea about the need for a 
strong national economy that can withstand pressure 
from more developed countries. 

In today 's world, this principle has lost credibility 
because efforts to reduce dependence on the world 
economy have limited success. In an alternative 
theory, less emphasis is placed on the national 
economy and priority is given to local self-reliance. 
This may sound even more utopian, but self-reliance 
can be sought at different levels in society. The aim 
should be optimal rather than maximal self-reliance. 

continued next page 
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3 Sustainable Development 
The principle is simple: development must be 

characterized by the basic rule that future generations 
should not be deprived of the opportunity to use the 
Earth's resources for their needs. It is thus a matter of 
ecologically sound development. 

A development of that kind will maintain the 
equilibrium of ecological systems and is primarily 
based on renewable resources rather than tapping 
those which are non-renewable. The distinction is 
known in the energy sector. 

4 The Territorial Principle 
Regions and local communities should be 

developed in a multi- faceted manner. Such develop
ment should not con(lJct with the cultural and 
economic chara,ter of the different regions. If these 
regions are regarded only as subordinate "areas of 
development" in a large centralized development 
model, they will risk being destroyed and exploited, 
and, in the worst case, will end up in the back-water 
of underdevelopment. 

According to the territorial principle, a natural 
ecological region has its own development logic 
which should not be repressed by the nation-state or 
larger systems. The unit to be developed is thus a 
natural region- a massif. a river basin, a coastal area, 
and so on. These ecological regions of course cannot 
develop entirely independent of each other. Ter
ritorial development protects diversification and 
local independence. 

5 Ethnodevelopmenl 
The identity and self-esteem which an ethnic 

group must possess in order to survive culturally is 
an absolute pre-condition for real development. Con
trary to exploitation, ethnodevelopment means 
development of a region and its population. 

It is therefore a mattec of discovering and respect
ing the cultural dimension of development. Indeed, it 
has sometimes been stressed that a national develop
ment strategy must respect the culture of the country, 
but the national culture is often rather artificial 
compared with regional, ethnic cultures. Like the 
other alternative principles, ethnodevelopment is 
thus a challenge to the nation-state. Instead of stand
ardized national culture, the cultural variety itself is 
established as a development goal. 

Development Today Is The Opposite 
One could say that the actual development 

process of today is marked by the sacrifice of these 
principles. Development creates inequality, increases 
dependence and vulnerability, leads to environmen
tal disasters, impoverishes sparsely populated areas 
and undermines the cultural diversity which is char
acteristic of the peoples of the Earth. 

A change can be initiated only by the victims of 
development: threatened regions, cultures and 
people. That is a David's fight with Goliath with an 
uncertain outcome, which could affect the future of 
the planet. Non-sustainable development is impos
sible in the long run. The difficult task is thus to 

undertake short- term measures that 
' will change the development pat

terns in the direction of sustainable 
development. Measures which are 
not motivated by acute crises but 
make it possible to avoid them. The 
problem is in othec worlds not 
theoretical but political. 

ORANG ASU WOMEN COOK THE SIMPLE FARE THE FOREST PROVIDES: 

The leading theory dominates 
just because of its political roots, 
while the alternatives are supported 
by various protest movements and 
political currents usually described 
as utopian. We can find positive ex
amples all over the world - but the 
question is how these desperate cur
rents incluence the mainstream of 
development.+ 

Real devetopment mu.t ensure the preservation of the identity end sell.e
teem of uy ethnic community. 
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JANUARY16 
Who has found the words to describe? 
Where is the term to explain? 
Gulf flood, 
Blood 

How stupid is the world 
to be led by megalomania. 
And the result: 
senseless spillage of innocence. 
Who cares? 
Who wants to know 
Who is wrong or right? 
All I ask for; 
Stop the carnage 
And spare those trapped 
in the Red Desert. 
How can we watch war like a 
football match? 
Death drcss<.'Cl in sophistry
Desert shield. 
Desert storm. 
Scud missiles. 
Patriots, Tornadoes, Sorties, Jaguars. 
And I have to watch these 
monsters flying to claim victims, 
casualties who had no say on 
how it started? 

I thought the world had vowed 
never again to waste human lives? 
Why was the UN founded? 
A peace keeping body or an umpire of war? 

It's alright to stay 
afar and shout war slogans. 
The taste of the "pounding'' 
is in Iraq, where human beings 
have become bomb shelters. 

Who will purify the rivers 
flowing with blood? 
Who can filter this water 
clogged by oil? 

Shame on humanity tf 
for offering blood for oil! 
Cursed is the day, I was made part 
of this wastage! 
Do you call yoursclvL'S leaders, 
When you spill blood without qualms? 
What leadership reasons from 
the heart and not the head? 
No, you can't be leaders. 
Murderers, L>goccntrics, 
selfish tyrants and SOBS. 
These arc what you are. 
Leaders? No! 

Bong Ita, Penang, 20th January, 1991 
• Bong Ita, is the name of this Nigerian writer. 



Groups 

Inquiry into Gulf War 
Crimes 

Ramsey Clark, the former Attorney General of the United States, has 
established a Commission of Inquiry which will investigate the alleged 
crimes of the US against humanity and peace in the recent Gulf War. 

The Commission will hold public hearings in different parts of the 
world. The first hearing was held in New York on 1 May 1991. Hearings 
have also taken place in Toronto and Brussels. A number of other hearings 
are scheduled to be held in other cities between now and December 1991. 

All the testimonies submitted to the Commission will be presented to an 
International War Crimes Tribunal in January 1992 (during the first 
anniversary of the Gulf War). The Tribunal will arrive at a decision on 
alleged US war crimes. 

The basic position taken by Ramsey Clark and his Commission of 
Inquiry is this: while Iraq violated international law by invading Kuwait, 
the War itself was the consequence of the United States' desire to establish 
hegemonic control over the Gulf and West Asia for its own narrow, selfish 
interests. Clark has outlined 19 specific violations of international law by 
the US and its allies in the Gulf War. Citing articles from the UN Charter, 
the Geneva Convention and the United States Constitution, Clark says 
that, "we recognize our role in history is to bring the transgressors to 
justice". 

Individuals and groups in the United States, Canada, Britain, Italy, 
Belgium, Germany, Costa Rica, Egypt, Algeria, Japan, Australia and a 
number of other countries have supported this inquiry into US Gulf War 
crimes. In Malaysia itself the following groups and individuals have en
dorsed the inquiry: 

5) Society for Christian 
Reflection (SCR) 

3) Mr Abdul Rahim Karim 
Businessman 

1) Aliran ~ Negara 
(Natiooll CaN:hlsness M>vement) 

2) Cm;umers ~ ofPenang 
(CAP) 

6) Third World Network 
7) West Asia Peace Commit

tee, Penang 

4) Mr Abdul Razak Ahmad 
Lawyer 

5) Mr Ahmad Chik 
Businessman 

6) (Tan Sri) Ahmad Noordin 
bin Zakaria 3) Jamaah Islah Malaysia (The 

Malaysian Islamic Refonn Or
ganization) 

4) Sahabat Alam Malaysia 
(SAM) (Friends of the Earth) 

I rulividuflls 
1) Mr Abdul Halim Ali 

Lecturer 
2) Mr Abdul Mulok Daud 

Journalist 
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Former Auditor General of 
Malaysia 

7) Mr David Anthony 
Video Producer 



8) Dr Ariffm Omar 
Lecturer · 
9) Mr John Ayavoo 
T~acher 

,\' 32) Mr Martin Khor Kok Peng 1 J 55) Mr P .Ramakrishnan 
I\ 1 Economist T~achu 

10) Dr Chan Chee Khoon 
Lecturer 
11) Dr Chandra Muzaffar 
Political Scientist 
12) Ms Chee Yoke Ling 
Environmentalist 
13) Mr Chong Ton Sin 
Writer 
14) Ms Ch'ng Cha Bo 
Trade Unionist 
15) (Dato) Dr T Devaraj 
Medical Practitioner 
16) Mr Fan Yew Teng 
Writer 
17) Mr Gan Kong Hwee 
Teacher 
18) Mr Gan Teik Chee 
Lawyer 
19) Mr K George 
Trade Unionist 

33) Mr John Kim } 56) Bro Anthony Rogers 
lluman Rights Acth'ist Educator 
34) Mr Koh Swe Yong 57) Mr Rosli Omar 
Tutor L~cturer 

35) Dr Latif Kamaluddin 58) Dr Sanusi Osman 
Political Sci~ntist Political Scientist 
36) Dr Francis Loh Kok Wah 59) Mr Sarajun Hoda 
Political Scientist Businessman 
37) Mr Lok Chong Hoe 60) Prof Shahnon Ahmad 
L~cturer Lectur~r 

38) Mr Rumi Manecksha 61) Ms Shakila Manan 
Lawyer Lecturer 
39) Ms Manjit Kaur 62) MrS Shankar 
Lecturer Editor 
40) Ms Maria Chin Abdullah 63) Ms Joan Shori 
Social Activist Social Activist 
41) Ms Mariam Mohd Hashim 64) Ms Edda De Silva 
Civil Servant Editor 
42) Ms Maznoor Buchanan 65) Mr Sivarasa Rasiah 
Lecturer Lawyer 

20) Mr Terence Gomez 
Researcher 

~ 43) Ms Mecna Raman 66) Mr Subk:y Latif 

21) Dr Hamima Dona Mustafa 

Lecturer ~ 
22) Dr Haris Jadi C1 
Lecturer t 
~~~;~~:: Karim "J\ 
24) Dr Hood Salleh ' 
Anthropologist ( \\ 
25) Dr S.Husin Ali J 
Sociologist ..., 
26) Dr Otome Klein Hutheesing 
Sociologist ') 
27) Dr Ishak Shaari r- ~ 
Economist '\.. ~' 
28). Mr Ismail Hashim c \ 
Arllst \ ~\..., 
29) Dr Johan Saravanamuttu '-".,. 
Political Scientist \ j 
30) Mr Kassim Ahmad 
Writer 

Consum~r Advocat~ Writer 
44) Mr S..M·Mohd Idris 67) Dr S.P.Subramaniam 
Third World Activist Lecturer 
45) Dr Mohd lkmal Said 68) Dr Tan Chce Beng 
Lecturer Anthropologist 
46) Dr Mohd Nasir Hashim 69) Dr Tan Sooi Beng 
Lecturer Lecturer 
47) Mr Mohd Yunus Lebai Ali 70) Mr Thiagarajah 
Lecturer Social Activist 
48) Mr Mohideen Abdul Kader 71) Mr Usman A wang 
Lawyer Poet 
49) Dr Mustafa Anuar 72) Ms G ,Vijayalakshmi 
Lecturer Ci\.'il Servant 
50) Mr Ani! Netto 73) Dr Wong Soak Koon 
Accountant Lecturer 
51) MrG.S.Nijar 74) MrZaharom Nain 
'Lawyer Lecturer 

52) Mr N..Patkunam "' 75) Mr Zainuddin Karim 
Lawyer ,, Businessman 

~~0~s Cecilia Pcreim ( ~) 
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CURRENT 
CONCERNS 

Reveal OPP contents, p ...... How wiU it aHec:t the lite of each and evwy 
Malaysian? 

Make the OPP Public 

A LIRAN urges the govern
ment to make public the Out

line Perspective Plan {OPP) before 
it is presented to the Dewan 
Rakyat when it commences its sit
ting on 17 June 1991. If the con-

tents of the OPP are made known 
now, the public would be able to 
offer its views before the OPP is 
adopted by Parliament. Indeed, 
views from the public at this stage 
would provide valuable feedback to 
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our parliamentarians on what the 
people think of the OPP. 

Besides, the OPP is a docu
ment of immense significance to 
all Malaysians. For it contains 
the principles which will guide 
the nation's economic policy and 
development goals in the next 
decade or so. It will therefore 
have a direct bearing upon the 
life of each and every Malaysian 
citizen. 

Malaysians would like to 
know how the new OPP differs 
from, or is similar to, the guid
ing principles of the New 
Economic Policy {NEP). They 
would be particularly interested 
in finding out the extent to 
which the OPP has incorporated 
the main recommendations of 
the National Economic Consult
ative Council (NECC). More 
specifically, has the OPP 
adopted the NECC's proposal to 
establish an independent 
monitoring mechanism which 
would try to ensure that the im
plementation ofthe next 
economic policy does not deviate 
from the goals of social justice 
and national unity? 

In this connection, Aliran is 
disappointed that the NECC 
report itself has not been made 
public yet -though the Prime 
Minister promised to do so when 
the report was handed over to 
the government a few months 
ago. The failure to make public 
the NECC report, raises serious 
doubts about the government's 
commitment to democratic ac
countability. 

llJune 1991 

Chandra Muzaffar 
Pruident 

"Take Care of Workers' 
Interests" 

I n his vision 2020, Prime Mini
ster Dr. Mahathir Mohamad 

foresees industrialization as the 
order of the day. 

The private sector is seen as 
"the primary engine of economic 
growth." 



Within this scheme of things, 
Malaysia must give the "fullest 
emphasis possible" to the 
development ofhuman resources 
which the Prime Minister recog
nizes as the "ultimate resource." 

Addressing the private sec
tor, Dr. Mahathir said, "Train 
your manpower (sic) ... Look 
after their interests ... and 
reward them for their contribu
tion." 

Let us hope the private sec
tor will take heed. The first 
thing it should do is put in
dustrial safety at the top of its 
priorities, not profit maximiza
tion and wealth accumulation. 

Let the recent Sungai Buluh 
tragedy be a constant reminder. 

Let it not be said that those 
who perished in the tragedy 
pawned their lives in vain. 

There is an urgent need to 
pass the Health and Safety Bill. 
Four years have elapsed and the 
bill is stm at the discussion 
stage. 

At a time when we are bent 
on showing the world that we 
are a caring society, let us 
demonstrate in deeds that the 
government really cares about 
its human resources. 

Let us not pander to the 
whims and fancies of those inves
tors who care less about our 
workers than their own profit 
margins. Let us review the 
pioneer status that has been ac
corded to them. 

As for those whose duty is to 
enforce the regulations meant to 
safeguard the interests of our 
workers, bear in mind the Prime 
Minister's vision of a moral and 
ethical society. 

Greed has no place in that 
vision. 

1/amima Dona Mustafa 
Exco Member 

19June 1991 

DOING AWAY WITH 
ETHNIC TAGS 

ALIRAN welcomes the move 
to do away with ethnic clas

sification in certain official docu-

CATCHNG UP Willi TliE NEWS IN sa-tOOL: Alirw'l calls lor the abolition of 
stating a school child's ethnic origin. 

ments. This is something which we 
have advocated for a long, long 
while. 

In this connection, the 
government should abolish the 
practice of requiring a pupil 
entering primary school to state 
his or her ethnic origin. This eth
nic classification remains with 
the child right through his or 
her school life. 

However, doing away with 
ethnic tags in schools or in other 
institutions alone will not help, 
if it is not accompanied by more 
meaningful efforts to promote 
justice and fairness amongst all 
Malaysians, irrespective of eth
nicity. In secondary schools, for 
instance, financial assistance 
should be given to needy stu
dents, whatever their ethnic 
origin. 

The private sector should 
also play its part in getting rid of 
ethnic tags and ethnic divisions. 
There are recreation clubs in 
numerous towns founded upon 
ethnic affiliation. There are also 
welfare assistance programmes 
run by private institutions 
which are based upon ethnicity. 
Sectarian institutions and prac
tices of this sort should discon
tinue. 

Getting rid of ethnic tags 
should be part of a much larger 
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endeavour to reduce ethnic con
sciousness in various spheres of 
life. 

30 June 1991 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

BANKING ON INTEGRITY 

D uring the recent debate on 
the Central Bank of 

Malaysia (Amendment) Bill, it was 
alleged by the Leader of the Op
position that by using nominee 
companies the former finance min
ister 'fun Daim Zainuddin would 
own dominant stakes in six local 
banks through three mergers: 
D&C Bank and UMBC, Bank of 
Commerce and United Asian 
Bank, and Southern Bank and Ban 
IDn Lee Bank (The Star, 27 June 
1991). 

From press reports it ap
pears that neither the Finance 
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim nor his deputy, Abdul 
Ghani Othman, provided satis
factory explanations to the al
legations. If the allegations are 
true, there are serious economic, 
legal and ethical implications for 
the well-being of the citizens of 
this country. 

From an economic perspec
tive, if the mergers go ahead, 



there will be a sharp reduction 
in competition within the finan
cial sector. The banks will then 
be able to exploit both the bor
rowers by charging them higher 
interest rates and the depositors 
by giving them lower interest 
rates on their savings. Collusion 
can also bring about higher ser
vice fee for basic services. After 
this reorganisation, the three 
biggest local financial groups, 
i.e. the nilw group allegedly to be 
controlled by 'fun Daim, the 
Malayan Banking group and the 
Bank Bumiputra group, will 
directly or indirectly be under 
the influence of the ru1ing party. 
This raises our concern over the 
probable abuse of the financial 
market by individuals closely 
linked to the ruling party which 
is not an unlikely scenario given 
the past financial scandals. 

From a legal perspective, if 
the allegations are true, then it 
appears the Banking and Finan
cial Institutions Act (BAFIA) has 
a loophole which allows the use 
of nominee companies to effec
tively overcome the provision 
that individuals and companies 
must not own more than 10 and 
20 percent respectively of the 
shares in a commercial bank. 
This breaches the spirit of the 
act. ALIRAN proposes that the 
act be amended to have an ex
plicit provision which disallows 
shares to be acquired in the 
name of nominee companies. 
This will make it much simpler 
for Bank Negara Malaysia to en
sure that there is no breach of 
the maximum ownership 
provision of the act. 

There should also be another 
amendment to the BAFIA which 
will remove the right of the Mini
ster of Finance to exempt cer
tain individuals or companies 
from the ownership limits im
posed by the act. This would 
then ensure that politically well
connected individuals will not 
get special favours as it hap
pened in 1986 when 'fun Daim 
Zalnuddin's family companies 
were allowed to own 40 percent 
of the shares in UMBC thus ex
ceeding the 10 percent owner
ship limit for individuals. 

From an ethical perspective, 
this issue raises a number of 
questions. Firstly, even if the use 
of nominee companies does not 
violate the letter of the law, is it 
ethically proper since it defeats 
the purpose of the law? More im
port.antly, should politicians and 
senior civil servants be allowed 
to go into the private sector as 
soon as they retire, particularly 
into businesses which have close 
links with their own Ministry or 
department? For example, 
should a Minister of Finance go 
into the banking industry as 
soon as he retires? Should retir
ing senior officers ofTenaga 
Nasional join engineering com
panies which have been awarded 
contracts by Tenaga? Such prac
tices raise questions about the 
integrity of the decisions made 
by the politicians and senior 
civil servants just prior to their 
retirement. In fact studies in 
many other countries have 
shown that in offering contracts 
and tenders, public servants and 
politicians very often tend to 
favour companies which may 
offer them employment after 
they retire. As a first step, 

ALIRAN proposes that there 
should be a legislation which 
prohibits po1iticians (both 
government and opposition) and 
senior civil servants from engag
ing in business activities for a 
period of 5 years after they 
retire. After all, they do get very 
generous gratuity and pension 
benefits, particularly in the case 
of the po1iticians. 

Finally, given all the serious 
implications of the allegations, 
AJiran calls upon the Finance 
Minister to immediately provide 
a complete and full explanation 
on this issue and if necessary set 
up a commission of inquiry to in
vestigate the increasing con
centration of ownership in the 
financial services industry. The 
financial sector has an impor
tant role to play in the economic 
development of this country and 
therefore it must be free from 
manipulation of certain vested 
interests. 

4June 1991 

S.P. Subramaniam 
lion. Treasurer 

ANew AirofFreedom 
In love, 
the gates of my soul spring open, 
allowing me to breathe a new air of freedom 
and forget my own petty self. 
In love, my whole being streams forth 
out of the rigid confines of 
narrowness and self-assertion, 
which makes me a prisoner of 
my own poverty and emptiness. 
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• GIVE YOUR FRIENDS A NEW YEAR GIFT. GET THEM A SUBSCRIPTION. 

W. hope, .... tiM ...... ._. to;,__ our sublcrlptiona wil bls~ end t'-' w1 will ncn ne.d 
._ tWile our"*' for eorne titM. T,_... you. 

MR/ MS: ....................... .. .. ............... ......................... • .. ..... ADDRI:.SS: ............. - ........................................ . 

................................................ ......................... ........................................................................ ............ . 

............... ............................................ ......................................................................................... 

0 1 year's subscription ($10.50)• 0 2 year's subscription ($20.50)• beginning Vol ........... .. ... ........ No ...... ......... . 

*Includes $0.50 for outstatiOn cheques. 
1 enclose money order/ postal order/ cheque No . .............. ... ...... dated ................. for the sum of$ ....•..... ....... ...... 

as payment for my subscription and a further sum of$ ....... ................... . as donation to Aliran. 

Send tlus order and pay ment to: 

ALIRAN 
DISTRIBUTION BUREAU 

PO BOX 1049 
10830 PENANG, MALAYSIA 

36 



BOOKS 
Aliran Publications & Tapes ~ 

~~;:=- 1 
Tapes e ISSUES OF THE MAHATHIR YEARS - Sll.OO 0 

Th1s book consiSts of press statements, articles and 
short speeches of Aliran officials. The important 
subjects dealt with include human rights and 
democracy, fmanctal scandals and the Official Secrets 
Act. The compilatiOn provides a useful mirror of a 
critical phase in Malaysian h1stroy, the resolution of 
wluch is not over. 

• THE NEP: DEVELOPMENt AND ALTERNATIVE 
CONSCIOUSNESS- $12.00 0 

Why IS there so much controversy about the NEP? Has 
the NEP succeeded in uniting the people? What is the 
alternative to the NEP? 

Chandra Muzaffar analyses these and other issues in 
NEP, Development and Alternative Consciousness. 

• CHALLENGES AND CHOICES IN MALAYSIAN 
POLITICS AND SOCIETY- $17.00 0 

Challenges and Choices, is important readmg for all 
those who want to understand what has been happening 
in Malaysian politics and want to know how Malaysian 
society may develop m the future. 

• WE
0
SHALL OVERCOME: Songs of Humanity .......... 

$2.50 
A rich and vaned collection of songs dealing with 
reality, hope, freedom, justtce, unit), peace and 
compassion. 

• TH
0
EAN TEIK: The Other Side of Development ...... 

$2.00 
Discusses the Thean Teik Estate dupute obJectively, 
raising the question, "Development for whom?" 

• THE ARMS RACE: Humanity in Crisis ........... .. 
$3.00 0 
Reflects a common humarutarl.\n ",.:~point on the 
awful realitie~ of modern warfare and attempts to 
consider the transformation of man and SOCiety as the 
means towards ach1evmg a worldwide peace. 

• ALIRAN IN PICnJRES: The Fint Decade ............ . 
$3.00 0 
This pictorial ~tudy ~overs the ftrst ten yean of Aliran. 
In fact, it has been produced to commemorate our 
tenth anniversary. The vaned acti"Jtic) of our 
organization and the major events m our history have 
all been faithfully recorded m this book. 

lndicete number orderad in box next t o title. 

Mr/Mll : .....••.......... ••········ ........ . 

~ ~ ·,..,r . "' _,., .... \~~--..._ ____ ~-

CASSEITE TAPES (Speeches by A/iran 
President, Dr. Chandra Muzaffar) 

• AN ISLAMIC STATE OR A SECULAR STATE? 
($5.00 + postJ&e 0.50~) 0 

This speech deals with various issues involved in the 
Islamic State vs Secular State controversy. It su&gests 
a non-sectarian spuitual alternative which is in line with 
Aliran's philosophy. 

e CHALLENGES FACING ASIA 
(SS.OO +postage 0.50¢) 0 

The speech outlmes the awesome challenges faced by 
As1ans today and suggests ways to deal with them. It 
identifies the crucial areas that have stood in the way of 
progress and good government and insists that unless 
effective transformation first takes place in these areas; 
no lasting or meaningful change can come about. 

e OPPOSE OSA (THE OFFICIA.L SECRETS ACT) 
($5.00 + postage 0.50¢) 0 

In thlS analysis of the 1986 amendments to the Official 
Secrets Act, an attempt is made to spell out the conse
quences of that law for freedom and democracy. The 
public is shown how their right to know would be 
affected and how public accountability would lose its 
meaning. 

• WHO IS DESTROYING THE RUKUNEGARA? 
($7.00 + postqe 0.85¢) 0 

ThlS tape contains two speeches on the Rukunegara 
wh1ch attempt to show how and why the Government 
in particular had deviated from the principles and 
goals of the nation's charter. The speakers are Aluan 
President Dr. Chandra Muzaffar and Aliran Executive 
Comqtittee member, Gan Teik Chee. 

e Development - For Whom? 
($5.00 + postqe 0.5()1) 0 

A studied critic1sm of the authontJes for I he wasteful 
spending, for obsession with prestige projects and for 
excluding the poorer segments of society from main· 
stream development. The talk deplores the increasingly 
elitistic trend in development as a betrayal of the 
people's dream of a JUSt soc1ety. 

Ad~: ................................................................................................................................................................ . 

I en~ money order/ pwtel order/cheque no .............................................. ct.ted ................................. for 1hl 

sum of ..•• ,R . ••••• 0 ••••••••-••· · •-·•••••••·•••oo•o••·.,.••••••••oooO .. o4 •oUo•U •o•uoo oooo ooo,ooOooloo•oooooouoo•••·••••• 

• P.t-.. include 50 11ft for blink oommiuion for outstation ctMq..-. 

• For Jo.l ordlra, pri- quoted 111'1 incluaive of ~-

• For _._ ordln, pri- quoted in USS. Add 20% of totll Ordw for •rhcii'MII n 101" of totlll ordlr 
for •irm~~il . 
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continued/ rom page 40 

Free For All 

Given ·such technological and 
logistical constraints, and the 

obsession of the US and its allies with 
the question of 'freedom', it is time 
that the western powers thought of 
creating permanently, i.e. if they 
haven't already, a West Asia that is 
not only care-free, love-free, stable
free and dignjty-frce, but also free
for-all. 

••• 
Food For Thought 

I
ncidentally, two frigates of the 
freedom-loving US, the SS Stein 
and the SS Harold E Holt. paid a 

goodwill visit to Penang recently. 
Given 'the lmq experience', it's wor
rying though that some of the warship 
crew who were interviewed by the 
local Press expressed their love for 
Penang, particularly its 'friendly 
people' and food. For the people of 
Penang, such a visit should be food 
for thought 

••• 
Hopping Mad About 

Party-Hopping! 

Other p:uts of the globe, outside 
of West Asia i.e., also wit

nessed some changes in almost every 

their big leap of political imagina
tion is 'to come to teanns with the 
present realities of Malaysian 
politics'. Put another way, these 
politicians apparently sense that 
some political (and economic) op
portunities must not be missed. Lit
tle wonder that these affected 
Honoumbles were reportedly hop
ping mad over this matter. 

••• 
Something To Jump 

About 

While others can at least go hop
ping mad. some such as those 

Down Under weren't fortunate 
enough to jump about For unless 
you're careful, you 
might get yourself 
caught by your 
b ...... s, so to speak -
and be literally 
castrated as a result 
This has become a 
painful (for some) 
reality in South 
Australia where 
'lightly sauteed kan
garoo testicles· be
came popu lar 
among women be
cause of their deli-
cious taste. 

••• 
important sphere of life. For ex- Frozen Underwear 
ample, the Kelantan State Assembly 

had recently passed a law that at- T here are still others who were 
tempts to arrest the changing colour terribly worried about what's 
of certain political chameleons. In going on down under. In Singapore, 
other words, this law disqualifies a for instance, men were so concerned 
State Assemblyman or As- about their possible sterility - as a 
semblywoman if he or she quits hls result of the hot weather there - that 
or her party or is sacked. This legal they were driven to wearing frozen 
move would theoretically dis- underwear. This prompted a local 

underwear was impractical. Besides, 
like the unfortunate kangaroos, these 
'cool' men might become too frigid 
to even rise, let alone hop. to the 
occasion. 

••• 
Procreate For 

Benefits 

U ndcrwears or not, the following 
political exhortation is poised 

to make many people jump with rage 
-if not with their pants down. Possib
ly as part of Malaysia's 'caring 
society' programme, MIC 
(Malaysian Indian Congress party) 
pres1dent Samy V cllu has coaxed In-

Make BIG, happy families, that's what 
Samy veau seems to say to the Indian 
community, seen here on an outing on 
Thllipusam Day. There's lots of 
'goodies' to be had from 'national 
development' I 

dians earning above S 1 ,000 to 
procreate to ensure that Indians in the 
country are substantial in numbers so 
that they would not have Lo miss out 
on the benefits of ' national 
development'. Given such serious 
concern, it is quite conceivable that 
this can be one effective way of en
suring that 'development' in the In
dian community as a whole would 
reach a climax. or at least would bear 
some fruits.•> 

courage politicians whose curious doctor to comment that cooling 
inclination is party-hopping, espe- things down by wearing refrigerated Mustafa K Anuar J 
cially those whose rationale behind 

'----------------
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KEEP THE FLAME BURNING ... 
Appeal for Donati9~s 

......... ·' : .. ; ~ .. ·.. . . : .. · :. · ... ·. .·· .: . .. · •. ·,: . ·. · .. ·· : .. ·.. ; . . 
:· .. ' : ·; . . :-.,···· . .. "':·.i.:·. : :· .. : ·'· ·.·:. ··: ·: :.· 

L
ast year ALIRAN : ·. • •. ~ : • •. ·· .~.·. ·: ... i.: .'-. · .. · ·:. i._ ····< 
el brated

. . • ·. . • . . . • •t .. .. .. ,. - , . ' ' 
c e 1ts thirteenth an- ' -.. .• _ • .: : · J'. • : :\. ,~:. •••• • • • .. :::·. ,: .. . ' . .. •, . . .. '. ,. "' . . \. . , ... . . . 
ruversary. We have been • ·, · • ·- .. • · • ·' •• • •... · · . •· .· · • • ~- . . . . . .. :· ... ·: ..... ~··.····:c· .... :··'·' . -~·.· .·~ .··.·: speaking up for truth, JUsttce, , : ·:. • . ., .·,.>;·. ";.··-: .···.( • .. . ·: . 

freedom and solidarity In recent ' · · :.· ' ·. .:: ~ • • i· '. . • • • :. · · . • · , .• • f'"• I •• •·.:: .•.• • ·'-·•:,.. 'c••': .' ,. • 
years, we have added a new ,. ;_, . ·.• :· •. : .. -:-...-.:· .. : .. ··:',. •.. , ...• ~ ·· 

0 • • • -. • • .... ,, • • " " • ·: • ., ,;..··'· • • •• 

dimenston to our goal which IS • · ..... • • • (_ .. ; ·'·:· t- : • .-. •• : ·.:. •• ::: ·• ._ • • .. 
embodied in our slogan "A · · · · · · · · 
People's Movement towards \ 
UNITY". Our struggle ((X' unity ' 
ran be achieved through education ~ 

which highlights common values Keep the flame burning and 
and ideals which lie at the core of make that small contribution as 
every religion. We want to build a you have always done in the past 
multi~thnic organization with a Help us to serve you better. 
clear focllS hocked by spiritual and A friend of AI iran is a friend 
moral values, transcending ethnic of the people. 
lines. 

Send your donation to: 

The Treasurer 
AU RAN 
P0Boxl049 
10830 Penang. 

To bring about such a con
sciousness, ALIRAN has fre
quently organized talks, forums. 
seminars and research. One such 
seminar was on '7M Human 
Being: Perspectives from Dif
ferent Spiritual Traditions" fol
lowed by its recent publication. 
The A/iran Monthly can also 
boast of being the only truly in
dependent and non-partisan 
monthly which presents rational 
views on major national and in
ternational issues. There is also a 
regular feature on Unity. 

Special Discount! 

The Maja/ah A/iran, the 
Malay equivalent was launched 
in March 1991 and it is hoped it 
will reach a greater cross-section 
of the people. 

To carry out these activities, 
ALIRAN needs funds. It is fman
cially self-supporting and 
depends on its members· and 
well-wishers for its survival. 

For Aliran Monthly Readers Only 

ArmsRact 
Com1ptio11 
Dildogut 011 DtiiiOCracJ 

Cabara11-Ctlbaran StiiiiUG 
ISG & KtstiDIIIIIIaiiNtJIUG 
Lima PtrsOGIDII 

Usual Price 
$5.00 
$4.00 
$3.00 

Usual Price 
$7.00 
$5.00 
$3.00 

F<X" subscribers of Aliran Monthly a choice of one publication 
below FREE 

0 So11p of HUIIUIIIily 

0 Tlu1111 Ttik: Tlu Ollur Sillt of DtrtliJpruiU 
Dear Malaysian, we ask you 

for a small sacrifice. Offer valid until 31 Aug 1991 <X" while stocks last! 



Thinking 

Allowed 

A Tall Order! 
The socio-political situation of the 
I world seems very fluid these 

days, particularly after the Cold War 
appears to have dissipated. so that a 
semblance or hope of peace and tran
quility in a particular region is best 
greeted with scepticism. 

In a post-Gulf War Iraq, for 
instance, the US and its allies have 
not only managed 10 gain a foothold 
in the southern region of the badly 
battered country, but also its northern 
region as well where the Kurdish 
refugees reside. 

never mind the display of military 
and political arrogance . 

••• 
Three Cheers For 

Peace 

To be sure, Iraq must be weapons
free, particularly free from 

chemical and biological weapons 
and ballistic missiles with a range 
from more than 150 km,as stipulated 
by the infamous UN Resolution 678. 
This is why, it was reported, a UN 
ream will use advanced technology to 
'fine-tooth comb' Iraq for weapons 
of mas.s destruction. Three cheers for 
peace in the hitherto volatile (West 

Under the guise of providing 
humanitarian assistance to these 
refugees the US and its allies have 
made their presence felt by, for 
example, demanding that only 50 
Iraqi policemen be pennitted to 
patrol the Iraqi town of Zakho. 
Quipped Lt. Col. Graham Kerr, 
deputy commander of Britain's 
Third Commando Brigade, 'Anyone 
carrying an arm will have to give his 
name and if hi.\ name is not on the list 
he will be invited to disann. What one 
is trying to do is as far as possible to 
have Z3kho as a weapon-free town.' 
This sounds like a talJ order coming 
from someone who was part of the 
2,300 US, British and Dutch troops 

French gumers go lnlo ~~elion in W•t Asia: lr~ slips into • ·tr .. for ... • zone. 

(at the time of writing, i.e.) who had 
moved into Iraq 'to build and protect' 
refugee settlements - in a big way. 
For it was reported that 50 vehicles -
including six amphibious landing 
craft, about five armoured personnel 
carriers and several jeeps mounted 
with machine-guns or grenade 
laWlChets - had entered northern Iraq 
from Turkey. Perhaps one is 
expected to believe that the allied 
forces were in Iraq to be armed with 
hwnan and htmanitarian sentiments, 

Asian) region and the world. Not 
quite. for this so-called advanced 
technology somehow cannot • r me
tooth comb' a close ally of the US, 
Isrncl. even though it is no less intran
sigent and armed to the teeth! (This 
is not to mention the wealth of 
weaponry, nuclear and conventional, 
that the US and other western powers 
possess. If left to their own devices, 
these western countries are cnpable, 
too. of 'demonstrating' their array of 
'ftreworks' .) 

continued on pGge 38 




