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BARIS AN
LOSING SUPPORT?
By-election winning majorities
significantly eroded
that UMNO Baru's influence in

The recently concluded by-

rural areas is declining. It also

elections seem to suggest

reveals latent discontent among
rural folk. In Jerlun, a predominantly ethnic Malay constituency, 48%
of the voters rejected the Barisan.
In overall tenns, UMNO Baru
suffered a 3% drop in the popular
vote in Serkam and a 1% drop in
Jerlun compared to the last general
election. Although these drops
might seem small, what makes
them signifiCant is the fact that the
entire Barisan machinery was concentrated in these areas. Despite its
machinery, promises made during
the campaign by Cabinet ministers,
threats to withhold development,
newspaper propaganda and the
provision of red-earth for village
folk, Barisan failed to achieve its
objective of performing better. At
Serkam, its declared objective was
to ensure that the PAS candidate
would lose his deposit. In the event,
Barisan leaders were left wondering what had gone wrong.

that the Barisan is beginning to lose support in its
stronghold - the rural area.
Why are the rural voters
unhappy? ANIL NETIO
takes a doser look at this
and other issues arising
from the latest by- elections
in Serkam and JeriWL
n previous by-elections, the
Beman Nasiooal has alrn<N always performed beUet than at the
general election. Thus, when it saw
its majorities significantly eroded in
two successive by-dec lions (Selbm
and Jerlun stale assembly seats), it set
the alarm bells ringing throughout the
Barisan fmaernity.
Earlier,the Barisan had claimed
'moral victories' when they
managed to reduce the majorities of
Semangat 46 victories at the recent
Sungai Pinang and Limbungan
state assembly by-elections in
Kelantan. This time around, when
PAS managed to reduce the
Barisan's majorities, UMNO Baru
leaders were left almost speechless,
muuering vagaries about poor voter
turnouts, ineffective election
machinery on the part of the
Barisan and the abuse of state
facilities by PAS.

I

DECUNING RURAL
SUPPORT
1bese by-elections have shown

WWER MAJORII'IES
From the last few by-elections
i.e Bayu, Sedam and Jerlun, it is
clear that rural support for the
Barisan is declining. On the other
hand, there is a distinct swing in the
urban vote in favour of the Barisan
as can be seen from the results of
the Prai by- election. Although the
rural swing is very marginal in percentage terms, it is enough to cause
previously large majorities to drop
substantially and swing marginal
seats towards the opposition. Traditionally, the Barisan has drawn its
main support from its rural base.
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But areas which were once considered safe can no longer be taken
for granted now.
What is the reason for this
reduction so soon after UNNO
·Baru had won so convincingly in
these areas at the last general election? Why is this happening when
there is tremendous growth in the
economy, greater industrialization
and sharply reduced unemploy
ment? We have to ta1re pains to find
out the real reasons for the swing in
rural votes towards the opposition
because there is a grave danger that
UMNO Baru and even PAS will
misinterpret the better performance
by the latter as a sign of increasing
support foc Islamization - a term
which has different meanings for
different people.
(If Islamization means a greater
emphasis on all that is noble in
Islam e.g an emphasis on justice, a
more egalitarian distribution of
wealth and greater public accountability, then nobody would have
much objection. But going by past
experience, Islamization as tmderstood by the elites in this cotmtry
merely means a great- er emphasis
on externals and rituals - more
restrictions on alcohol, gambling,
dressing and the mingling of the
sexes in day to day life. And what
aggravates matters is that our elites
often do not practise what they
preach - in the end we see a whole
lot of double standards.)

UNEVEN DEVEWPMENT
If the issue here is not greater
Islamization, then why are rural
voters so unhappy? After all, the

economy is doing so well. UMNO
Baru's leaders seem to have lost
touch with the grass- roots and the
struggle which the poor in rural
areas have to endure in order to
make a living. These poor rural
voters, who have traditionally
formed the back-bone ofUMNO's
support, are becoming increasingly
marginalized. But they are also becorning more sophisticated and
aware of the widening gap in ruralurban incomes. This gap is of
course the result of uneven
development in the country - a
tremendous drive for industrialization in the urban areas while the
rural areas have fCI' the most part
been on drive and the opportunities
which abounded from the resulting
multiplier effect that they voted in
droves f<X' the Barisan. The same
cannot be said for the inhabitants of
Bayu, Serkarn and Jerlun · rural

areas which have been cut off from
the mainstream of development

POVERTY
Even within rural areas, residents there can see an unfair income disparity between the local
elites who enjoy close links with
the UMNO Baru leadership and the
rest of the common folk. The difference in lifestyles and income
levels, the corruption at local and
state levels and the favouritism
shown towards certain UMNO
Baru members is often painfully
obvious;
Many households there do not
even have piped water and
electricity supply. Those without
piped water often tum to the rivers
for their needs - rivers which are
becoming more and more polluted.
There is a squatter problem even in
a place like Jerlun, with many

houses in appalling condition. According to a recent study, the Prime
Minister's home state, Kedah, has
the dubious distinction of being the
state with the highest number of
people (26,000) living below the
poverty line i.e in households with
a monthly income ofless than $250.
Most of them are involved in
agriculture.
This trend of declining support
for the Barisan among rural voters
can be expected to continue as long
as our government leaders maintain
their urban bias in industrialization
and development priorities antl
refuse to provide greater public accountability. If this trend continues
into the next general election -let's
just say that the Barisan could be
heading for some unexpected
results at the next polls. 0

SACKING OF IMAM UPSETS VOTERS
The Serkam by-election
AS entered the fray with the
intention of. reducing the
Barisan's previous majority.
In this it succeeded - it managed to
reduce the majority by 1,059 votes.
Malacca Mentri Besar Rahim
Thamby Chik attributed the
Barisan's lower majority to the
concentration of the whole PAS
party machinery in the area. Although this may be true, it is very
unlikely that PAS used the resources available to the Kelantan
government to campaign outside
the state. In any case, Rahim can
hardly complain as he used the
whole range of government mach in
ery at his disposal, including
Kemas personnel, the Information
Mihistry, and PWD lorries laden
with red-earth.
As usual, the Barisan's main
theme was development But for
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many voters, the Barisan 's repeated
promises of various projects
sounded like a faulty gramophone
record. Rahim announced several
development projects under the
Sixth Malaysia Plan but this failed
to make much headway with the
voters who must have heard it all
before. Opening ceremonies for
various buildings - some of them
were not new buildings- were held.
Earlier the state MCA leader, Gan
Boon Leong, promised to deliver at
least 2,000 ethnic Chinese votes,
but from the results it is unlikely
that he succeeded.
The UMNO Baru-controlled
mass media even played up the old
Memali issue with the hope of intimidating fence-sitters. As we
have mentioned before, voters in
rural areas are generally less easily
swayed by threats and empty

promises.
Certain parties were reported to
have circulated crude, obscene
photographs of the PAS candidate.
On closer examination, the face of
the PAS candidate was found to be
superimposed on someone else's
body. This could have adversely
affected the PAS candi- date's
chances.
How did PAS manage to reduce
the Barisan's majority?

IMAM SACKED
The major issue which exploded in this campaign was
Rahim's sacking of the PAS candidate, Mohd Said Omar, as imam
of the Jarnek Serkam mosque. AJ}parently, the imam had used the
mosque for political campaigning.
Right or wrong, many voters considered this to be high-handed and

undemocratic. Mohd Said was also
the target of personal attacks which
did not go down well with voters.
Many sympathy votes, especially
from fence-sitters who place
religious considerations ahead of
political issues, would have swung
to the PAS religious leader who has
a strong local following.
Ironically, reports emerged of
the Barisan's widespread use of
mosquestodeliversubtlecampaign
speeeches especially through the
Persatuan
Perpaduan
Islam
Malaysia. UMNO Baru deputy information chief and a former PAS
leader, Nakhaei Ahmad, used the
Bukit Tembakau mosque and the
Bukit Pegoh mosque as venues to
hit out at PAS. Handouts to the poor
were also organized at the Umbai
mosque attended by Rahim and the
state mufti.

THE SEMANGAT 46
FACI'OR
Another interesting issue which

could have affected the outcome of
the polls was the fuss over the
Kadazan headgear with the crosslike symbol worn by Razaleigh
during the 1990 general election
campaign. At the UMNO Baru
general assembly recently, a party
member from Sabah was seen
wearing a similar headgear on national TV. A section of the electorate must have then realized that
they had been hoodwinked with
religious scare tactics at the last
general election.
The recent cross-overs of
several Semangat 46 stalwarts, inclod ing the former Malacca party
liaision chairman, Wira Ahmad
Nordin, did not appear to have had
much impact on the embattled party
as the results indicate. In a · state
where PAS does not have much
influence and which has been a
Barisan stronghold, Semangat 46's
role in increasing the number of
votes for the opposition cannot be
discounted.

GHAFAR'S ABSENCE
The drop in support for the
Barisan, occurring as it did in the
parliamentary seat of Jasin which is
led by Ghafar Baba and in a state
where PAS is not very well organized, must have surely dented
UMNO Baru 's image- more than it
would care to admit. It is a severe
blow for certain camps within the
party and a 'gain' for other rival
camps.
Certainly, Ghafar's image as a
by-election vote-grabber has been
affected. His absence during a large
part of the Serkam campaign - h'e
was overseas attending the OIC
summit - must have contributed to
the Barisan' s poor performance.
PAS certainly came better
prepared. It had the assistance and
expertise of its Pengkalan Chepa
and Federal Territory divisions to
lean on.O

ECONOMIC PROBLEMS TAKE
CENTRE-STAGE
The Jerlun by-election
n Jerlun, PAS managed to reduce
the Barisan 's previous majority
by 687 votes, winning by a margin of784 votes.

I

SUBDUED CAMPAIGN
The campaign itself was rather
subdued with a distinct reduction
in the number of J)ersonal attacks
hurled at each other by both parties.
PAS was able to point to the Kelantan government as a model of an
administration run by the ulamak.
Nevertheless, its Kelantan Menlri
Besar Nik Aziz was the target of
criticisms by Agriculture Minister
Sanusi Junid who accused him of
receiving bribes. PAS later chal-

lenged Sanusi to lodge a police
report or inform the ACA.
Ceramahs were low-key with
an average attendance of only 200300. The Barisan, as usual, stressed
on development. Kedah Mentri
Besar Osman Aroff announced
various projects including those
under the Sixth Malaysia Plan and
this to a certain extent did manage
to influence some voters, a large
number of whom were poor fishermen and farmers. PAS touched on
local issues like the lack of
development in the area, the
fishermen's problems and the sale
of state-owned companies.
Many party leaders from both
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sides were tied up in the Serkam
campaign and it was only after that
was over did they shift their attention to Jerlun. Despite its limited
resources, Semangat 46 also took
part in the campaign especially
through
its president, Tengku
Razaleigh. But PAS president Fadzil Noor had to skip the campaign
due to illness.
PAS fielded its secretarygeneral, Abdul Halim Arshat, who
had previously contested in the Jerlun Langkawi parliamentary seat.
Barisan campaigners gleefully exploited the fact that he was not a

continued on page 29...
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Advocacy of the Disabled
disability;
(ii) Equipping the disabled with
knowledge, and skills so that they
are able to survive in the world of
work;
(iii) Making opportunities
available for the disabled to contribute to society.
I
think
empowering
them
means
Actually, the first two stages are
lhTRODUCI'ION
enabling them to develop the potennot
clearly distinguisable in the
hen I look at the tenn
tial
that
they
have
as
human
beings
sense
of a time frame. It has always
'advocacy' with regards to
so that they feel that they are in
been
the
unspoken but good intenthe disabled, it makes me
of
their
own
lives,
i.e.
possession
tion
of
those
advocating for the disthink of three things- the rights of the
they
feel
that
they
have
a
sense
of
abled
to
want
to do something
disabled, research and documentapower,
a
sense
of
being
able
to
do
charitable.
These
charitable acts
tion on disability issues as well as
things, a sense of dignity and selfin
positive
efforts to eduresulted
public litigation in order to bring disworth
in
short,
a
sense
of
being
cate
and
train
the
disabled
so as to
ability issues into the forefront of
themselves
in
spite
of
their
disenable
them
to
live
independent
society's concerns. However, if we
ability.
lives. With exposure through
examine the development that have
Empowerment, therefore, does
education, training and the pursuit
taken place in this country, we can
not just simply mean giving power.
of a career, the disabled have been
observe that those things which I
It is actually a process whereby
to learn to understand their disable
have associated with the term
people are being helped to develop
ability
and to accept themselves for
'advocacy' are just beginning to
a sense of power and dignity.
what
they
arc. Thus, learning to acemerge.
cept
one's
disability and being
To my mind, these positive
THE THREE STAGES OF
equipped
for
a productive life may
signs actually belong to the third
EMPOWERMENT
be
considered
as being the first two
stage of a process that is becoming
stages
in
the
process
of empowerThe
three
stages
of
empowerpopularly
known
as
ing
the
disabled.
of
the
disabled
arc
identified
ment
'empowerment'. What do we mean
Usually, there arc no problems
as follows:
by this process of 'empowerment'?
in
carrying
out the first two stages
(i)
Helping
the
disabled
person
Where the disabled arc concerned,
of the process of empowerment, beto understand and accept hiS/her
causcthethingsthatare
being done during these
two stages can ensily be
•
seen in terms of
material things such as
buildings, facilities and
services that arc being
provided for the benefit
of the disabled.
Under these circumstances, the advocates would feel that
they have achieved
something and would
TJ:~• ~thor~ rapt enention et en AGM; entertains • group
accept the recognition
With has musical talent: "The psychological blmiets ere
from the public for their
the hwclest to break down."

In this article, GODFREY 001 argues for the empowerment of the disabled to contribute In society. He advocates more participation by the disabled persons In the
decision-making process In organizations Involving the
disabled.

W
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When these charity
organizations frrst started,
it is quite understandable
that the disabled were not
involved in the decisionmaking process because
they were then not in a
position to be consulted
for they had not been
equipped with the necessary knowledge, experiences and skills.
However, with the commendable work in the
recent past of raising the
disabled out of the dumps
through education, training and placement in jobs
or careers, the disabled
are now ready for fqll participation and equal
partnership
in
the
decision-making process.
Unfortunately, the advocates in many charity
organizations prefer to
maintain the status quo.
They cannot get over the
psychological barrier of
accepting the disabled as
equal partners in a common cause. Instead, the
non-disabled
feel
threatened
by
the
demands of the disabled
to participate, and the disabled are looked upon as
challengers and competitors
rather
than
partners.
·~powennent' is enabling the handicapped to teach their fuU potential as dignified human
As someone has said,
beings.
it is much easier to give
than to give up. Giving of
one's time and material
they are denied the opportunity to
charitable acts, even if the quality
goods can be easily recognised and
participate in the planning and
of buildings, facilities and services
appreciated
by other people. On the
are not up to swndard (and very
decision-making process together
other
hand,
giving up even part of
often thi~ is the case).
with their non-disabled counterone's
power
by sharing it with
parts in the work for the disabled.
others
is
something
less tangible
THE CRUCIAL TEST
The most appropriate place for the
and
such
a
sacrifice
is, therefore,
The crucial test actually comes
disabled to be involved in the plannot
so
easily
recognised
or apin the third stage of the empowering
ning process would be in the very
preciated.
Moreover,
there
is also
process. The crucial point is to insame charity organizations which
the
lurking
fear
that
by
sharing
tegrate the disabled into society.
are serving them. Sadly. however,
one's power, one may ultimately
The disabled cannot be sa.id to have
many of these charity organizations
lose all the power and prestige to
l>ccn fully integrated into society if
have baulked at this idea.
someone else.

their own activities and they have
representation on the board of St.
Nicholas. It is the hope of the blind
that this good example of St.
Nicholas may soon be emulated by
the Malaysian Association for the
Blind in Kuala Lumpur through the
formation of the GTC Ex-trainees'
Association.
• Attitudinal Barriers
These are the psychological

Y•ullly~andicapped John Kim speaks at a forum: The disabled .,. uking for a
voice in the dec:isiOfHYiaking prooee. that will affect their own livM.

This, is the crucial test for the
advocates of the disabled. Wlule
the amount of time or goods or
money that they give on behalf of
the disabled is important, the real
test of their sincerity is the way they
respond to the demand of the disabled to share power.
What the disabled are asktng for
is a voice in the decision- making
process that ultimately will affect
their own lives.

THE BARRIERS OF
IGNORANCE AND
PREJUDICE
There seems to be three kinds of
barriers that may be preventing the
disabled from fully participating in
society and they are as follows:
• Phys ical Barriers of Access

These barriers occur as a result
of the ignorance of the public. The
barriers include travelling hazards
for the blind such as open drains,
the lack of ramps to facilitate
travelling for the orthopaedically
disabled in public areas, the lack of
communication facilities for the
deaf, and so on.
• Structural Barriers
In many charity organizations
as weU as government agencies, little or no effort is being made to
develop mechanisms that would
enable the disabled to have a voice

in the decision-making process
through consultation and representation.
An example comes to mind in
which disabled persons have very
recently suggested the setting up of
a consumer committee. Unfortunately, the relevant authorities of
that particular organizations serving the disabled turned down the
idea, because they believe that the
existence of a consumer committee
would indicate to the public that
nothing was being done for the consumers.
Nevertheless. it is heartening to
note that there are non- governmental organizations that have made
some effort in creating mechanisms
in order to facilitate the idea ofconsultation with and representation of
~he disabled. For example, the
Kuala Lumpur YMCA has a very
impressive track record in working
with the deaf at the grassroots level
and in equal partnership with them
through dialogues, workshops and
committee representation.
In Penang,thc blind ex-students
of the St. Nicholas Institute for the
Visually Handicapped have been
encouraged and were given assistance some years ago by St.
Nicholas to set uptheEx-Nicolitcs'
Association. The ex-students are
still receiving an annual fmancial
grant from St. Nicholas to organize
A/iron MonJhly 1991 :II (12) Poge 7

barriers that are the hardest to break
down. As long as these barriers are
entrenched in the public mind, most
of the physical and structw"al barriers are also likely to remain in
place.
The disabled have to face these
attitudinal
barriers
almost
throughout thelt lives. In fact. these
barriers tend to deprive the disabled
of their sense of power and dignity.
The disabled have to deal with
these barriers in their relationships
with people at the personal level,
within the family, the charity organizations and the community at
large. However. with education,
tmilling and a productive career or
job, many of the disabled are more
able to face these challenges in a
positive manner.

CONCWSION
As I come to the end of these
reflections of mine, I feel the need
to sound a note of caution to the
disabled themselves. We, disabled
people, should realise that in struggling for our rights such as the right
to participate in the decisionmaking process, we should not be
caught up in the pursuit of power by
entrenching ourselves in prestigious and unassailable positions.
Disabled persons who are in
positions of power should take it
upon themselves to break down the
barriers of ignorance and prejudice
and to change the existing social
structures which arc unfavourable
to those who are disabled.+

The author is the Assistant Director of the Malaysian Association
for the Blind.
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HEART TO HEART

Those Were The Days
Stella Wong
he brakes screeched piercingly, and 1ecovering from the
utterly graceless landing, I let
out a deep sigh of relief. Aying in the
Fokker Friendship plane through a
thunderst.om is no picnic, especially
~ we flew through quite a few air
pockets above the Crocker Range. As
the plane drew to a stop, my heart
started to pound furiously. I'm home!
back in Sandakan after being away
for six long years. I leaned forward to
peer through the window, and
blinked. Despite the drizzle,what I
saw completely took me by surprise.
Somebody had forgotten to mention
tha1 Sandakan now has an impressive-looking, brand new airport
building. Looking back, I should
have taken that as a sign to have
prepared myself to encounter more
changes.
After lazing around the house
for a few days, 1 decided to caJl up
some old friends to catch up on their
lives. Irene is still teaching at a
primary school, Janice is still

T

single, and Fauziah is now the
mother of two, and the third one is
on its way. After chatting with
them, I realized that it was exactly
ten years ago that we were in Form
Five together. So I called up Janice
again to see whether we could plan
a little get-together for our close
friends in the class of '81. She likes
to organize gatherings like these
and she always seem~ to keep tabs
on what each of us is doing. She
agreed with the idea. and volunteered to arrange it.
"Hi, I'm so sorry I'm late", I
offered apologetically as I sat down
at the table. I was the l~t one to
arrive at our lunch date.
"Don't worry, the guest of
honour is allowed to come late",
Chce Keong quipped cheekily.
"Very funny, Chee Keong. I see
you haven't changed".
Everyone at the table seemed to
have matured into respectable
young women and men since the
last time I saw them. Siew Wah,

Robert, Janice, Chee Keong, Irene,
Jone, Kok Wai and James their
looks hadn' t changed much and yet
I sensed a difference in them. We
chatted about what our other
friends were doing.
"By the way, Janice, did
Fauziah, Rustam and Aloysius say
why they couldn't come?'' I asked,
noting their absence. They were
part of our group in those days.
Janice looked down at the glass she
was holding. "Did you invite
them?" Irene asked. Eyeryone
looked at Janice. After a pause,
Janice looked straight at Irene and
said, "No, l didn' t invite them".
Then she turned and looked at me,
"You've been away too long, Stella. So many things have happened
here," she said, with a touch of
def131lce tinged with regret.
I looked questioningly at the
others.
"Janice is right, a lot has happened in the last ten years. We went
through three elections, and each

"That harmony, I feel
is still our greatest
strength...lfwe letthis
harmony be
destroyed by external
forces, then we have
indeed lost a precious
part of ourselves ..."
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has divided the people further. It
isn't like the old days anymore,
nowadays people are conscious of
the ethnic factor," James added.
"With Fauziah married to the
Umno Baru strongman, and
Aloysius
championing
the
Kadazan cause, I am not comfortable with them anymore." Siew
Wah explained. "That doesen't
mean we should also stick to our
own ethnic group," Irene rebutted,
disproval written all over her face.
Irene and Fauziah had been friends
since Kindergarten. "Perhaps Irene
is right", Robert volunteered.
Robert is an unusually quiet person
and when he speaks up, people tend
to listen. "We are already contributing to the segregation of ethnicgroups by having certain attitudes,
certain grouches, but we must ask
ourselves, what do we want in the
long run and what should we do to
achieve that?"
"Robert has a point there, don' t
you think?" Chee Keong asked,
throwing open his question. There
was another pause, and I could see
conflicting emotions running
across their faces. Perhaps what
they need~ was for someone to

Dear

remind them of the better days.
"Yes, I agree totally with
Robert," I said, nodding to Chee
Keong. "Being away from Sabah
actually helped me to appreciate the
harmony that exists among our
people. That harmony, I feel, is still
our greatest strength. Perhaps I'm
being nostalgic, but I definitely
remember the days when we were
just friends, regardless of ethnic
origin, and we shared the good and
happy times as well as the bad. If
we let this harmony be destroyed by
external forces, then we have indeed lost a precious part of ourselves - the ability to rise above
ethnicity. So what can be we do to
nurture this harmony?".
We continued that serious discussion until well past four o'clock.
In the end, we decided to meet
again, and this time, we would invite Fauziah, Rustem and Aloysius.
After leaving the restaurant, I
decided to drive up to Signal Hill to
get some fresh air. Atop Signal Hill,
I could see the whole town of Sandakan spread out below me. I
leaned forward on the handrail and
tried to make out the different
landmarks of the town. There were

quite a few new tall buildings that
had come up in the last few years.
As the afternoon breeze brushed
against my face, I shivered. The
winds of change had brought about
physical development, but at what
price? Is no place immune to the
epidemic of rising ethnicity? There
aren't any quick and easy solutions
but I'm convinced the answer lies
within each one of us. Each of us
has a role to play to make this a
better world, for ourselves, but
more importantly, for our children
and theirs.+
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LETTERS

UEM made by acquistion of their
land. Alas, it is a vicious circle!
KGeorge
KELANG

But What Can We Do?

Editor
Aliran Monthly
POBox1049
10830 Penan&
MALAYSIA

The Land Acquisition Act
Controversy

W

hen the govenunent
announced the introduction
of llllcndments to the Land Acquisition
Act, several organizations and
individuals aitici.zed it as
unconstitutional and called upon the
government to refer the bill to a select
committee. But there was no positive
response from the authorities to the hue
and cry, excqx our Deputy Prune
Minister saying that "factories cannot
be built on trees". As expected, the Bill
was passed by the Dewan Rak:yat on 30
July. Only 25 Opposihon MPs voted
against it What happened to the other
Opposition MPs is anybody's guess.
They might have gone for a siesta.
Some of them may not even have a
mind of their own.
After the Bill was pas~ there
were calls by non-governmental organizations and prominent citizens
for the appointment of a tribunal to
hear cases pertaining to land acquisition. Lee Lam Thye in supporting the
call for the tribunal has reiterated that
it "should act as an independent
body".
Lam Thye has spent 22 years m
the Dewan Rak:yat and witnessed all
the twists and turns of Barisan
Nasional (BN) leaders. Can he tell me
• is there anything that IS mdependent
under Dr Mahathir's administration?
Is our Election Commission independent? Is the Anti-Corruption Agency independent? Is the judiciary
independent? Is our mass media (both
electronic and print) independent? Is

Y

our recent issue (AM Volll No
8) touched on Mahathir's
Vision 2020, Privatization and the Land
"'-';.,

there a minister in the Cabinet who
has an independent mind? Is there a
back-bencher who has the courage to
speak with a sense of independence in
the Dewan Ralcyat? So, please let us
have no Land Acquisition Tribunal,
whtch will be yet another institution
to make a mockery of our so-called
democratic system.
Sometimes, I wonder why so
many people and organizations are so
upset about the amendments to the
Land Acquisition Act. Is it more obnoxious than the amendments to the
ISA, to the OSA, to the Police Act, to
the Printing Press and Publications
Act and several such draconian
statutes that have sub.)Ccted the
Malaysian people to fear and subjugation?
After all, the Land Acquisition
Act as amended is going to affect
only people with a lot of land. Many
of the land owners are BN leaders,
especially UMNO Baru. The vast
majority of us either do not have any
land or have a small plot of land. So,
why is there so much fuss about it!
It is alleged by the opponents to
the amendments that lO,CXXl people in
, Gelang Puteh, Johor, will become
landless to facilitate UEM whtch is
constructing the second link to Singapore and also building a township
which will allegedly and eventually
further enrich UMNO Baru and some
of its leaders. If thts is true, I pity the
poor people. But one thing is sure.
When the next General Election
comes around. these helpless victims
will still vote for the BN. Their votes
will be bought with the money which
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Acquisition Act. These issues which I
believe most people are aware of and
repeated many times by your magazine.
My question is what can we do to
stop all this blatant misappropriation
of public funds as well as the misguided vision. Your articles should
stress more on how can we redress
these issues in a positive manner
which is Wtthin the law.
That should be the basic issue
which we should tackle. Don't give
us more names of the nominees of
Daim and UMNO. These are open
secrets.
I support your cause but how do
we get to the root of the problems?
And how do we overcome it intelligently?
'
YQJ1g Raz/QJ1 Bin Dato YQJ1g Rashidi

IPOH

Yes, There Is Hope

I

refer toR Thangaraju's letter
entitled "Is there hope?" (AM, Vol
II No 8). I could feel the poignancy in
his letter. It was an expression of
despair at the direction our country is
heading. Indeed, all thinking Malaysian
would slwe his anguish.
I am a 24-years old undergraduate
of a local university. I am in my fmal
year and looking forward to a new
phase of my life. Like many young
Malaysians, I wish to contribute
towards the betterment of Malaysia.
I have renectcd on R
Thangaraju's bitterness over how his
idealism was torn asunder by the
reality in Malaysia. I too have often
wondered whether my aspiration to
be on the side of Truth will prevail
against the raging waves of injustice.
We have seen the example of
some of our local leaders, who in
their youth were fiery champions of
righteousness and morality. As these

leaden ascend to power, their integrity descends proportionately with
equal speed. I am still free from the
battJe scars of yet unknown~
mishes with the enemies of Justice.
and from the temptations that forever
entice us to say, "If you can't beat
them, join them!" Hence, the
remainder of my letter is written from
the viewpoint of a yet Wltested truthseeker.
"Is there hope?" R Thangaraju
asked. Yes, there is. For life is a journey and we are lost when we cease to
hope. Efforts by Aliran and others of
similar aim are paying, now, in the future and forever. Life is never static
and the forces of good, evil and
whatever's in-between arc forever in
a flux. In the darkest hour of anarchy,
lie seeds of order and during interludes of p;eace, hostilities simmer.
We are part of that flux and we
have a choice. We should not let external circumstances force our will. We
have control of our inner strength and
from it, we can choose. We choose
the side where we want to stand.
We can choose to do something.
If we know things are not right and
yet do nothing, we have lost a vital
part of ourselves. We will eventually
lose our very humanity if we just go
on with the flow. We are guilty
towards ourselves and generations of
Malaysian yet unborn if we just
watch as law and order arc trampled
upon.
I quote E.F. Schumacher,
"We must do whal we conceive to
~ tM righlthmg and not bothu our
heads or burden our souls with
whethu we're going to be successful.
Because if we don't do the righlthing,
we' II~ doing tM wrong thing, and
we' II just ~part of the disease and
not part oftM cure."
R Thangaraju, I empathize with
you. From what I've heard about how
courageous Malaysians were castigated for their stand, I have an inkling of what I am in for: Yet, you will
still see me immersing myself
wholeheartedly in what I believe.
Be;cause I choose to be on the
side of Truth. •
VivekaFoo

SERf KEMBANGAN, SELANGOR

Ulegallmmlgrants: Tighter

Control Needed

T

hanks to Aliran for allowing
ordinlry citizens to voice their
concem and opinions on matters of
politics and current affairs affecting
their lives and the state. However,
whether it is effective in driving home
the message concemed to the Federal
Government and the public at large is
another thing.
Before joining the Federation of
Malaysia on 16 September 1963,
Sabah had no such problem as an influx of illegal immigrants from neighbouring countries. When USNO came
into power, the then Chief Minister
Mustapha encouraged immigrants to
come to Sabah. Little by little they
came. This migration was not stopped
even during the Betjaya administration when Harris Salleh was the Chief
Minister. Now, i.rrvnigrants account
for 45% of the entire population in
Sabah.
No refugee camps, regulations or
monitoring was arranged since their
mass arrival before the previous state
election. This tnflux led to job snatching and crime. The Malaysian Marine
Police were supposed to curb their inflow but due to the abuse of power
and bribery, who cares. The Field
Force did manage to catch some of
the illcgals and send them back. However, this is utterly useless for they appear again a few days later.
Crimes such as burglaries, car and
petty thefts, prostitution, gay services,
physical assaults, rape and murder
have appeared olt of the blue. These
criminal activities were unheard of
before in this peaceful, tranquil state.
Squatters and slumps were born
on the shores of nearby tropical islands and mounlllin slopes. Illegal immigrants also can be foWld in
abandoned construction sites, private
vacant lots or houses, local government landholdings. No policeman, let
alone local would dare to venture into
these areas. It is well-known that
these illegal immigrants possess M16
machine-guns and other sophisticated
weapons smuggled in from the Philippines.
The presence of these illegal immigrants results il physical insecurity
and restlessness. Frankly speaking,
the Sabah Police Force is incapable of

handling any major crisis at present,
let alone regulating and monitoring
the illegals in an effective and efficient way.
According to the news, the
MTUC had decided to bold a rally
sometime in early October 1991, to
highlight the problem of foreign
labour in Malaysia. And you have
people like Deputy Prime Minister
Ghafar Baba and Human Resources
Minister Lim Ah Lek protesting
against it, arguing that the rally would
adversely affect industrial harmony
and that the country needs foreign
workers to overcome a labour
shoruge. But let me ask - docs
Malaysia really need cheap labour?
Malaysia is an up-and-coming
developing nation. What we need is
more automation and mechanization
in labour-intensive areas. To do that,
we have to train and upgrade locals in
the area of modem technology. If we
really need cheap labour in plantations, petty trade and building and
road construction, how about the Vietnamese refugees who came years
ago? They are hard-working and industrious. They did not come to
Malaysia because they wanted to.
They came because their homeland
was at war. They had no other choice
but to flee. Their lives were regulated
and monitored in refugee camps waiting to be transferred to a new
country or deported back to Vietnam.
Why don't we give them a chance?
What are the solutions for Sabah
with regard to this problem of illegal
unmigrants?
• Deport all of them - father,
mother and child, regardless of
whether the child is born in Sabah.
• Provide employment contracts.
After their expiry, the immigrants
have to return to their countries of
origin.
• Provide work: passes and special
identification cards to illegal immigrants presently employed. Their
stay in the COWl try should be limited
to a number of years after which they
would have to return to their
countries of origm. No renewal or application for permanent residency is
to be allowed. Those illegal immigrants who are unemployed are to
be deported immediately. Any future
intake of cheap foreign labour should
mclude Vietnamese refugees.
• Have more honest marine

police and field force persoMel
which should include Sabahans.

Sheik. Jaber al-Ahmad al-Sabah
SABA! I

Anwar, PracUse What You
Preach

S

peaking at the Malaa:a UMNO
Baru convention recently, UMNO
BIN vice-president Anwar Ibrahim,
who is also theFinanQe Minister,
warned heads of govenvnent agencies
IOd bodies that he would expose lhem
if they misused their positions to
pomot.e their own financial or political
interests. He said he would take all
ICtions within his powa- to stop such
malpractices and abuse of power. He
also said that he was prep;nd to slep
down from his job if his efforts failed.
Bravo! Hear, hear! For a few
seconds at least, the urge to send a
congratulatory telegram to Anwar
was almost irresistable. However,
sanity was regained very soon after
the euphoria when it was realized he
had said it long before, especially at
UMNO conventions leading up to
UMNO elections, and before that, at
ABIM meetings which ultimately led
him to the Cabinet
If Anwar wa~; truly serious about
taking action against those indulging
in malpractices and abuse of power,
he should and could have acted long
ago. Mter all, he has been in the
Cabinet for almost ten years now. But
then, he was not critical about the
M$2.5 billion BMF scandal; he did
not say much about the UMBC scandal; he was silent over the abuse of
power by the Attorney- General
during the Vijandran sex videotape
controversy; he had nothing to say
about the EPF investment scandal, the
Maminco scandal, the huge cooperatives scandal, the Tornado arms deal
scandal, the UEM-North-South Highway scandal, the abuse of power
which led to the saclo.ng of the Lord
President Salleh Abbas, and the abuse
of power with regard to the notorious
'Operation Lallang' and subsequent
detentions without trial under the ISA.
If Anwar had wanted to expose
malpractices, corruption and abuse of
power, he could and should have
done so a long time ago u there were

enough cases swirling around at any
one time. But no, sadly, he kept mum.
So, then, why the latest act of
bravado. Is it another of his charades,
another example of his by now
familiar political hypocrisy?
Even around the time Anwar issued his latest "warning" in Malacca,
there were enough new cases of
malpractice and abuse of power for
him to expose and act upon. There
was the Bank Pertanian Malaysia
scandal costing the people and the
country millions of ringgit The prestdent of the National Association of
Smallholders, Ahmad Arshad. had
called on the government to take firm
action against those responsible for
the Bank Pertan.ian Malaysia scandal.
What happened? Has there been any
public inquiry? Did Anwar, a former
Agriculture Minister, say anything
about this scandal?
On 20 September, Anwar speak
ing at the Seremban UMNO Baru
division's charity dinner, declared
that efforts must be taken to stamp
out greed, corruption and the lust for
power. Great! Another piece of pious
preaching without action. For, consider the disgraceful case of the defective anny ammunitions depot in
Masjid Tanah, Malacca which cost
taxpayers M$73 million. Because of
malpractices by a construction company which had a Mentri Besar as a
director, the repairs will cost the
public at least another M$30 million.
Was any action taken by Anwar? Any
expose? Any public inquiry? Any
police investigation? If not, why not?
And if not, why hasn't Anwar
resigned from his post?
On 21 September, at the opening
of Vision 2020 seminar in lpoh,
Anwar referring to the big powers
said, "We should not allow others to
control us by deciding what is appropriate for us." Excellent! But why
did the Malaysian government support UN Security Council resolution
678 which led to the killing of more
than 100,000 people. including
women, children, babies, the aged
and the stck? Does this represent anntwisting by the US, like what Prime
Minister Mahathir complained about?
But then, why should one's arm be
twisted if one does not permit or
agree to it? After all, Cuba and
Yemen, countries much poorer than
Malaysia, did not submit to American

Allru MOtflltly 1991:11 (12) Pag•12

arm-twisting despite all the threats,
cajolery and blandishments.
We have had enough of the antics
and platitudes of Anwar by now. He
promised to fight amendments to the
Societies Act, and in the very midst of
fighting and leading the fight, he
jumped into UMNO. He promised to
fight for the abolition of the IS A, and
now we have more obnoxious amendments added to it. He promised to
repeal the Universtlles and University
Colleges Act, but after almost a
decade in the Cabinet, this repressive
law is still very much with us.
We want action, not more politicallies, fraud and charlatanism from
the Honourable Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim.

Fan YewTeng
KUALA LUMPUR

Cover Colour Too Dark

Y

our latest publicatiOn with the
cover caption "A Conccm
Which Kills" is a disappointment to
many readers. Please try to read the
back cover and you will know what I
mean. Must it have a blue background?
It makes it very difficult to read
Besides, I can't malce out the volume
number on the front cover.
Otherwise, it's a very enli&htening publication.

EeKtmChye
PENANG

Editor's Note: The ts~ you are
referring to is AM Vo/11 No 9. It is
our normal practice to have a
lighler shade of colur on IM covers
but somehow, due to a slip up, the
cover ofthat issue turned out
darl::.tr. We apologise for the
difficulty in reading.

Medical care Not A Basic
Human Right

I

t looks like The Sla[ is not going to
print my letter so I am enclosing a
copy of it for you.
My letter was, after all, directed
at one of Aliran 's exco members, Joan
Shori.

Certainly from what appears in
the A/iran Monlhly, there seems to be
some critical fl aws in Aliran 's view of
society.
Editor's Nou: The letter to The
Sw is reproduced below:

The proposal by the MMA for
an increase In hospital fees
aroused again the inevitable
altruist charge that the poor are
being denied their rights. It
seems that it is all right to
Imbue in the poor the Immoral
altitude that they can get something for nothing. No wonder
many languish in poverty while
the few with enough self-. .teem
In them work their way to sue>
cess.
Medical care, contrary to the
views of Lee Lam Thye and
Joan Short of Aliran, Is not a
basic human right. It would be
Interesting to know what their
definition of a 'right' Is.
A right does not include the
material implementation of that
right by another man; it In·
eludes only the freedom to earn
that implementation by one's
own effort.
For example, the right to life
means that a man has the right
to support his life by his own
work (on any economic level, as
high as his ability will carry
him); it does not mean that
others must provide him with

-

the necessities of life.
There is no such thing as "a
rightto a job," there is only the
right of free trade, that is : a
man's right to take a job if
another man chooses to hire
him.
There Is no " right to medieal
care," only the right of free
trade: a man's right to seek
medical treatment if another
man chooses to treat him.
Observe in this context, the
intellectual precision of the
Founding Fathers of America:
they spoke of the right to the
pursuit of happiness, not of the
right to happiness. It means that
a man has the right to take the
actions he deems necessary to
achieve his happiness ; It does
not mean that others must make
him happy.
It is all very well for some
people to talk of helping the
poor but at those upense?
, Medical care, like Jobs, food,
education etc., are man-made
values. These goods and services do not grow in Nature but
are produced by men. Who is to
provide them?
Since Nature does not
guarantee automatic security,
success and survival to any
human being, it h• only the dictatorial presumptuousness and
the moral cannibalism of the
aHruist code that permits a man
to suppose that he can some·

_........__ -

Medical care: Basic human right or getting something for nothing?

how guarantee such security to
some men at the expense of
others.
Hence, the appalling reck·
Jessness with which unprin·
cipled public spirits propose,
d iscuss and accept
humanitarian projects which are
to be imposed by political
means, that is, by force. OUt of
context, such projects can be
shown to be desirable. lnvarlab·
ly, they have to be public be·
cause the CO$ls are not to be
earned, but to be expropriated.
If a man speculates on what
society should do for the poor,
he accepts the collectivist
premises that men's lives
belong to society and that some
men are entitled to the producta
of the work of others. The basic
social principle, 'that every
living human being Is an end In
himself and not the means to
the ends or welfare of others, 'Is
never grasped.
'Public-spirited' dreamers
should be told off that if they
cannot realize their goals by
moral means, then their goals
had Jolly well better remain unachieved and that men's lives
are not theirs to dispose of.

Goh HWig Yong
KUALA LUMPUR

New Pension Scheme For
Transport Workers

R

ecently, during a penonal
meeting with Dr V. David,
Gene£al- Secretary of the Transport
Worbn' Union (TWU), he pesented
me with a copy of the TWU' s 1riennal
report- As I was going through this
report, I found some valuable
infonnation on a pension scheme for
private sector employees. Therefore, I
have pleasure in writing to infonn you
of the latest pension scheme by the
Transport Workers' Union.
It is believed that the Transport
Workers' Union is the fust organization in the country to introduce an oldage, life-time pension scheme for
private sector employees. A member
who joins the scheme at the age of
20, at a monthly premium of $15.00,
will receive a minimum of $140.70
for life after he retires at the age of
55 years. If he contributes $30.00 a
month he will receive $281.40 for
life, with proportionately increased
coverage for natural and accidental
death, including funeral expenses.
In additional to this, the Accumulated Insurance Fund (AIF), which is
50% of all premiums paid together
with bonuses, will also become a
value-added feature when claims are
paid out to the members.
The btggest advantage of this personal accident insurance cum pension
scheme is that it not only gives protection against accidental death and permanent disablement, but also
fmancial security after retirement
Contributors need not depend on their
family members for financial aid
when they are not in a position to
work anymore.

S Sundralingam
TAlPING

Ministers Contradicting
Each Other

A

~m

s I work in ulu place (in the
interior ofPerak:). my favourite
past-time is listening to the radio.
Recently I heard something really
fimny. You know, our great Minister of
Human Resources was telling workers
in the plantation industry to stay put as
he says there's a bright future in

plantations. Whereas the next day, the
Minister of Telecommunications st.ted
telling people to leave the plmtations
and go to the cities. Doesn't it strike
you as funny that the left ann doesn't
agree with the right arm although both
are attached to the same body?!!l
Imagjne. we Malaysians are the ones
who elected these people to office.
Makes me worried because if these
people can contradict each othez like
:hat, in the end the public will end up
being confused as well

Hubert Thong
TANJUNG RAMBUTAN, PERAK

Nature's Revenge
Everyone moans and groans
about the haze that's grown
and growing still, spawns
like a pregnant dragon
over tiny human prawns
who lament without pause
this ecological menopause
that blurs the visibility
of hills, valleys and tenements
with ashen-grey incredibility
that numbs us to realize
the sins of our extravagant lies
that gave birth to thiS haze
is no maze but Nature's revenge
for stupid greed galloping in haste.

Fan YewTeng
KUALA LUMPUR

Crltlctsm Against
PlantaUon Industry
Unjustified

I

t makes me sad to observe the
current negative publicity
surrounding the plantation industry.
Nobody seems to have a good word to
say about it these days; it's tremendous
contribution in the building of our
nation seems to have been forgotten.
A life-time in plantallons conditions one to never quite forget the unique ambience that prev11ls between
Man and Nature, especially in more
isolated estates which are cut off from
the mundane distractions of modern
civilization.
Here, surrounded by timeless

jungle, communal backgrounds give
way to the requirements of the community in general. The family unit is
strong, and children grow up to the
song of the golden oriole, and all the
other myriad wonders of nature.
The plantation industry sank its
roots in Malaysia, m the latter half of
the 19th century. It has faced many
threats, such as physical and fmancial
hardship, disease, the Japanese Occupation and the Emergency. It has
survived all these, and served
Malaysia well.
It is a labour-intensive industry.
In the early years, workers had to be
recruited from overseas, as there were
insuffiCient numbers available locally.
It is dangerous to judge the mores of
one era by the changed circumstances
of another. No doubt at that time (just
as now), there were unscrupulous
men who were prepared to exploit the
situation. Generally though, the deal
must have been quite attractive - as
they say you 'cannot fool all of the
people all of the time' - and the
recruits kept commg!
In time, the plantation industry,
through hard work, determination and
imagmwon became, together with
the tm tndustry, the financiallife-lmes
of the nation. One seldom heard a
word against these industries.
In labour relallons, there was
progress too. Organizations representmg the workers and the
employers were formed. Through
tough bargaining, combined with
mutual respect, they forged out some
remarkably enlightened industrial
agreements. For years, these agreements set a standard, which was followed by many other industries in
Malaysta and elsewhere.
or course, there were the bad estates, usually non-members of either
the employer's association or the
workers' union, who only followed
those parts of the various agreements
and labour legislation which suited
them. These were usually small concerns which carried out their activities
out of sight in dark comers until suddenly diScovered in a flood of
publicity, giving a bad impression to
the whole mdustry.
The big change came with the advent of light industrial sites in all
major towns in Peninsular Malaysia.
The young men of the estates flocked
to these industries; not necessarily be-

will continue to serve this nation, not only economical,y,
but also by tempering some of
the worst ecological excesses
of modem civilization

Sajil Astre/
KUANTAN

Unfair Restrictions
On Unisex Hair
Salons

M

cause they offered better wages, but
in order to escape from parental control and to do 'their own thing • in the
ambiguity of town life. This was the
so-called "drift to urban areas" which
is a world wide phenomenon.
The plantation industry was badly
wounded. Its previous strength of
providing employment became its
very liability, as workers became
scarce. The industry had not an. ticipatcd the sudden need to
economize on labour, whilst the nature of the tropical tree crop is such.
that it is not easy for it to be harvested
mechanically. For example, how do
you mechanize the harvesting of a
crop like Malaysia's golden crop,
palm oil, which ripens sporadically
from palm to palm? Its fruit must be
cut individually taking into consideration its height, angle and the protection of its fronds.
And now the winds of change arc
blowing across the broad hectares.
The climate is not so conducive
anymore. Either the plantation industry must become drastically less
labor-intensive, like elsewhere in the
world, or the trees and palms will be
replaced by housing estates, blocks of
flats and industial sites. While this
life or death struggle goes on, the
criticisms seem to be becoming more
strident Some of this criticisms are
very one- sided.

I list below some of the more common criticisms lcveUcd against the industry, which also raises to mind
other qustions and consideration:
• Wages are low in estates. How
much docs the industrial worker have
left over to spend on himself, after he
has paid for his rent and food?
• Housing is poor in estates. How
does an urban worker's shared flatlet,
compare with farst-class estate accommodition?
• Many estate do not provide
worker-owned housing schemes.
How many industrial companies provide this amenity?
• Estates do not provide adequate
water supply. Who destroyed the
catchment areas of streams and rivers
that use to supply bountiful water to
the estates?
• Estates do not supply treated
water. Who polluted the streams and
rivers that used to bring crystal clear
water to the estates?
• Estates do not provide sufficient
amenities. The family unit is safer in
the countryside than in the city.
• On estates, workers live in insufficient health facilities. Could anything be worse than the fllth,
fast-food diet, and pollution experienced by many urban workers?
I pray that the Malaysian plantation industry will triumph once more
against this latest challenge so that it
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uslims in Kota Baru
are barred from
getting their hair cut by
members of the opposite sex,
According to a report in the
New Straits Times dated 6
October 1991. Th: ruling also
bars Muslims who are
hairdressers from attending to
clients of the opposite. sex. Kota
Baru Municipal Council
licencing committee chairman
Wan Hassan Wan Othman said that the
ruling will soon cover non- Muslims.
Seditious indeed. What are these
fellows up to?
If the Council barred or revoked
the licences of unisex hair salons
which were involved in vice, it would
have been applauded. But in this case,
the very integrity of both sexes working together in a healthy context has
been questioned. Has the Council discovered that AIDS can be contracted
at Unisex salons?!
Learn my dear friends, from the
explicit display of the Islamic faith by
President Suharto oflndonesia, "Indonesia will not become an Islamic
nor a religious state although 90% of
the population are Muslims". The
President did not want to suppress or
offend the minority non-Muslims.
Magnanimity indeed. Non-Muslims practice their own faiths in this
country guarded by the very foundation of democracy - the Malaysian
Constitution. Any from of intimidation towards non-Muslims on
religious grounds is unconstitutional.

Karuppan Johor
JOHORBARU.

New Leadership

CHANDRA STEPS DOWN

"A/iran will continue to articulate with
courage and integrity"
moral values embodied in the different religious traditions.
3) My increased involvement in
international human rights work in
the last 3 or 4 years which does not
allow me to give much attention to
national issues. International
human nghts work has become particularly important in view of attempts to inpose an unjust world
order upon humankind. Though I

stepped down as President of
Aliran at its 15th. Annual
General Meeting (AGM) held on
24th. November 1991 at the Aliran
offJCe in Penang. I had announced
publicly my intention to step down as
President of Aliran at last year's
AGM.Since then my colleagues and
I in Aliran have taken various steps
to ellSW"C a smooth transition to a new
leadership. I have evccy confidence
that Aliran under its new President,
Dr. Ariffm Omar, Will continue to
articulate, withcourageandintegrity,
issues connected with freedom, justice and unity in M:alaysian society.
Having been at the helm of Aliran
since its inception in 1977, I felt that
the time had come for me to make
way for a new leadership. My
decision was influenced by the following factors:
1) A commitment to democratic
principles which demands that no
one individual exercises power and
authority for too long a time.
Leadership change is an essential
aspect of the democratic process.
2)My desire to undertake indepth long tenn research in to the
shared, universal spiritual and

I

am no longer the president of
Aliran, I remain a committed member of the organization and will
continue to contribute articles to the
A/iran Monthly and Majalah
A/iran

Dr. Chandra Muzaffar
25 November 1991

The New Aliran
Executive Committee
t Its 15th. Annual GenemJ
Meeting (AGM) held on
24th. November 1991 at
the Aliran Office in Penang, the
following members were elected
to the Executive Conunittee for
1992:

Saudara Aoil Netto
Saudara John Kim
Dr. Mustafa Kamal Anuar
Saudara Gao Teik Cbee
Saudara Jubal LawrflKe
Saudari Joan Sbori
Saudara S. Sundraliapm

President:
Dr. Ariffio Omar
(returned unpposed}
Secretary:
Dr. Francis Loh Kok Wah
(returned unpposed)
Assistant Secretary:
Dr. Hamima Dona
Musbfa
(returned unpposcd)
Treasurer:
Dr. S. Subramaniam

1l\e new Executive Committee will continue to publish
the Aliran Monthly. the
Majalah
Aliran.
boots.
pamphlets and organise talks.
forums and seminars based

A

(returned unpposcd)

Members:
Saudara Ismail Hashim
Saudara P. Ramakrisbnan
Saudara Gao Kong Hwee
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upon the philosophy. values
and principles which have
guided the organization in the
last 14 years under the leadership of Dr. Chandra Muzaffar.

Df. Alftln Omar

Presid#lnl. AURAN

INFLATION CATCHES UP
WITHALIRAN
Aliran Monthly to cost more w.e.f.1992
Dear Reader,
We have held off from raising the price of A/iran Monthly for as long as we could but we cannot
hold it off any longer. In fact, the price has not gone up since 1984. As a result of inflation we are
now selling A/iran Monthly at a 28% discount to what it cost in real terms in 1984. Furthermore,
the cost of printing has gone up for we have switched to desk-top publishing which allows for
more attractive layouts and use of better quality paper. We wish to mention that the editorial
board works on a voluntary basis, we do not carry advertisements in our magazine, and the
postage rate is also going up.
Despite the price hike, we can assure that you are subscribing not only to a rich source of information, but, more important, ,he other view". In all our articles, we have tried to provide you with
in-depth analyses of current events, using perspectives different from those often used in the
mamstream media. We also have provided you with reports of very current issues and events,
like the recent by-elections in Prai, Kelantan, and state-elections in Sarawak.

Subscribe now
and see the world around you
from a refreshingly new angle.!

NEW PRICES EFFECTIVE JAN 1, 1g92:
1 year's subscription: $15.50
2 years' subscription: $30.50

Allran Monthly Subscription Form
Allnln Montlaly

Mr/Mrs/Miss

A Gift

Address

of one publication of
your choice If you
subscribe
[ ] 1 year's subscription ($15.50)*
[ ] 2 years' subscription ($30.50)*

NOW

• Includes $0.50 for outstation cheques
I enclose money order/postal order/cheque No . .......................................... .
dated ........ ,...............................for the sum of$ ........................................... .
as payment for my subscription and a further sum of $ ................................ .
as donation to Aliran.
Send this order and payment to

[ ] Songs of Humanity
[ ] Thean Teik: The Other Side
of Development

Offer Valid only
while stocks last!

Aliran Distribution
Bureau
P.O. Box 1049
10830 Penang

l .................••••••.•.......................................................... ........................ J

•··•••··•···•························•·••••••••····•······················•·•••••··•••••••·•••••••••·······•
ALIRAN PUBLICATIONS

ALIRAN TAPES

PRICE

[ ) Reflections on the Malaysian Constitution
[ ] Aliran in Pictures
[ ) Nation on Tri al
[ ) NEP- Development & Alternative Consciousness
[ ) Challenges & Choices in Malaysian
Politics and Society
[ ) The Human Being - Perspectives from Different Spiritual Traditions
[ ) Whose War? What Peace? - Reflections
on the Gulf Conflict
[ ] Aliran Monthly 1989 (Bound Copies)

$12.00
$5.00
$12.00
$12.00

[ ) Development for Whom?

[ 1Oppose OSA- Official Secrets Act
[ 1Challenges Facing Asia
[ 1Who's Destroying the Rukunegara

PRICE
$5.50
$5.50
$5.50
$7.85

$17.00
$12.00
$ 8.00
$10.00

.......
.
•••Du

.-..

•Qird , . , .... . .

•G,

--.-a.oo

Aliran Publications & Tapes Order Form
Mr/Mrs/Miss
Address

I enClose money order/postal order/cheque no. ....................dated......................for the sum of $ .........................
• 'please include 50 sen for bank commission for outstation cheques.
• For local orders, prices quoted are inclusive of postage
• For overseas orders, prices quoted in US$. Add 20% of total order for surface mail and 100% of total order
b~~d.

.
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course, not every single MPwill be
blushing since a good many of
them have reputatioos as "guttez
moulhs", having on more than one
occasion,
transformed
Parliamentary sittings into
episodes resembling bar-room

Thinking
allowed

(not to be confused with lawyers)
brawls.

0
oOO
EMERGING FROM

THE CLOSET

A. n insect llld a virus had a
~lose encounter the other
day aa Dalaran Merdeka in the
capital. But before anything of a
procreative nature could occur, the
noquito, of the Aedes species,
was brutally stabbed while the
Aids-infected skeleton walched on
wilh jaw agape. Boch were mismatched in more ways than one,
particularly aa a time when the
health authorities are trying their
damesl to convince us that Aids
cannot be passed on by
noquitoes. The violent ritual tooi
place on World Aids day, which
shaD remain in Malaysian history
~ the day the Govenunent came
out of the closet regarding the Aids
threat.

At a ceremony, that had a
decided air of gaeity about it, the
Deputy Prime Minillter declared
that the government could no
longer keep quiet about Aids. 1m
altitude is commendablebecause it
~ by confronting the truth in an
open manner that a complicated
problem such ~Aids can begin to
be tackled. And it is through

education that long-lasling results
can be achieved not only regarding
the deadly disease, but f<r just
about everything else. The
statistics on Aids are alanning.
According to WHO, for every
Aids case detected there are
between so and too mv carriers.
So far, Malaysia already has 34
confirmed Aids victims and
patients.
Apart from the high-risk
groups, Members of Parliament it
is learnt, are among the most
distressed It awears they now
have to assume an additional
responsibility as unofficial
"consullanls on sale sex" in their
respective constituencies. They
are now supposed to teU their
constituents that free sexual
relations is out.
The Deputy Health Minister,
who is giving Mr Meenachai of
Thailand some really stiff
competition, has told them not 10
be shy about using wools like
"condools" (blush!) and "sexual
intercomse" (blush again!) to
promote awareness of the disease.
(Village ceramahs will never be
the same again after this!). Of
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While the message on ways to
prevent Aids came across loud and
clear, the message against Aedes
was less coherent at Dataran
Merdeka that day. One would
think that the most effective
method to reduce the mosquito
population would be to prevent the
collection of water where larvae
can breed Instead, the YIPs that
morning first speared a model of
the Aedes mosquito (a quite
impossible task in real life, I would
think) before spraying insecticide
all over.iL Anyway, it was a show
that brought joUy applause and
smiles from all round, particularly
from the manufacturers of
Shelltox.

•••
BUNDGREED

T

he Burmese government
grows more repressive by
the day. las arrogance in the face of
international voices calling for
greater accountability on the part
of the junta is reminescent of diclallll"ships in South America. The
militmy regime has repressed the
JlCq)le.s democratic choice of rule
and it continues 10 house-imprison
Nobel Prize winner Aung San Suu
Kyi. It is not difficult to see why
they are so brazen in using the iron
fiSt. Many countries. particubiy
in Sou~ Asia, are simply not
doing enough to put pressure on
the junta to clean up their human

rights recm1.
In fact, these countries,
including Malaysia. are keeping
one eye closed to the junta's
heinous ways, while the eye that
remains open roams lustfully over
the prospects of oil exploration,
timbes and mining c~ions
and trade with the yet Wlexploited
country. In fact, more than one
Malaysian leader has had the bad
laS&e of advising local inveskn to
ready themselves for the "gold
rush" when Burma eventually
opens its doors.

•••
SMOKING HOUDAYS

A

refonned sm<*er in Boston
was recently awarded more

than US$99,000 by the courts for
breathing problems resulting from
passive smoking. Although we
may SliJI be a long way from such
court rulings, the anti-sm<*ing
lobby in our own country is gaining some momentum and support.
Smoking is now banned in
cinemas, hospitals and schools,
among other places. It is also
banned in the Heahh Ministry' but
other Ministries are still puffing
away.
A visiting medical authority
from London was recently
reported to be appalled at the
number of young people he
noticed smoking in the streets.
Accooling to him, recent studies
have shown that smoking is
responsible for 90 JlC% cent of lung
cancer and 30 per cent of other
forms of cancer. Ne:wer 10 home,
it has been shown lhat lhe majority
of those who turned 10 drugs began
with the cigarette. From there, they
moved on to smoking ganja and
other heavier stuff.

c
,'

whereas the turth is, they are only
narrowing the distance between
themselves and potential lung

cancer.

•••
HEAVY IS THE HEAD
THAT (UNDER)WEARS
THE CROWN
t was a fitting crown for a mass

Effigies of the cancer stick
have gone up in smoke at showy
anti-smoking campaigns with
limited effect on the habit Critics
blame the endlels advertisements
of "get-away" holidays in stylish
island resorts among stylish
peq>ie, or holidays in the cool
mountain lir d equally stylish
couples running through pine
needles. Yes, the left hand slaps
smokers on the wrist. while the
right hand is collecting weD over
$90 million annually from
thinly-disguised cigarette ads
aired over the 'IV networks alone.
The revenue figures for print
media cigarette ads promoting
rock concerts and what-not is
anybody's guess.
Unless the government takes a
firm stand on such cigarette ads, its
anti-smoking exhortations would
amount to little more than
hypocrisy and greed for easy
revenue. WCX'Je stiU, the current
pseudo holiday ads are sheer
attempts at glamourising the
smoking habit From the ads, one
gets the distinct impression that
only the cool and beautiful people
smoke. And they are always
having such a good time, endlessly
grinning from e2 to ear on white,
sandy beaches against a blue sea
and *'f or chasing each other like
in the Hindi movies around trees
and up and down mountain slopes,

I

murderer whose crimes had
left few Cambodians without the
loss of a relative or a friend in the
killing faelds of the Khmer Rouge.
Its leader Khieu Samphan had to
be evacualed to Bangle<* within
hours of his retwn to Phnom Penh
wearing underwear over his bleeding head. He had been attacked by
angry mobs who, it seems, will
never ever forget or forgive Khieu
Sampban and his butcher comrades. Khieu Samphan and his
political colleague Son Sen, often
described as the Khmer Rouge's
high executioner, had returned as
callous and unfeeling as ever.
1bere was no remorse, no expressions of regn:t for their atrocities.
They merely called on Cambodians to forget the past The past
is hislory, they said Instead the
people of Cambodia took matters
into their own hands and told Son
Sen and Khleu Samphan that they
were hislory.

•••
APING THEIR
POUTICAL BOSSES

I

t seems heads of government
departments are reluctant to
take disciplinary action against
civil servants. Acting tough when
it comes to discipline is not easy as

everyone knows, and particular if
the boss himself<X" herself is not up
kl par 1Ri has a weakness f<X" long

ooflee breaks. ~such mostbosses
prefer to remain popuic." and ignore inefficiency and other questionable behaviour on the part of
their subordinates, said the Chief
Secretary to the government.
The desire to be popular is fast
becoming part of our national
culhft. Some people uy to be
popular by attempting to please
~y and ending up pleasing
nobody. while others such as
certain politicians tum to race and
religioo so as 10 be seen as popular
champions of their respective
communities. It could be said that
our civil servant heads are only
taking after thew polilica1 bosses.
Thus. the chief secretary's
reprimand should not only be
directed at those below him but
also at those above him.

•••

the black people in the apartheid
stale could be free and live as
decent hwnan beings? We cannot
support trade sanction in the name
ofhwnan rights when it suits us but
condemn it when it doesn't A
genuine belief and concern f<X"
Wliversal hwnan rights is not like
singing karoake. One cannot
switch from one tune to another at
the press of a few buttons.
Meanwhile, as though we did
not have enough lrouhle with the
anti-tropicaloil smearcampaign in
the United States, an anti-tropical
timber campaign is brewing into a
slonn. A shipcanying timber from
Malaysia was prevented from
unloading in an English port
recently. Demonstrators, chanting
"Earth fust. profits last. send it
back to Sarawak! .. have pledged to
do the same at every other port in
their land to prevent the
destruction of the rainforests.
Well. they were lucky thai they did
not lly this at Port Klang (X" Port
Sweuenham f<X" they would have
to do their chanting behind~-

KARAOKE HUMAN
RIGHTS

•••

"f11.e goyemment has accused

~ some wesacm cOWltries of
using human ripas and the enviroiiiiCIII • an cuuse 10 impose
trade barrien on developing
countries like o.n. It has lashed
out at aDempts 10 link human ri~
and envi.ronmenl to trade ties «
development financing. Some
political leaders here ha'V'C even
termed the move as new age
colonisation and suppression.
Their piteous bleais are not only
confusing, but rather contradictay.
Was not Malaysia in the
forefront of nations that pressed for
trade sanctions against South
Africa so that Nelson Mandela and

TO SPEND OR NOT
TO SPEND

W

e have heard of comedy of
errors but a comedy of
contradictions? Well, the Iauer
toot place at a popular showing
complex in the heart of Kuala
Lumpur recently. A big-shot. no
less than a Deputy Minister
launched Shopping Week. ~cam
paign that would fulfill even the
wildest fantasies of "shoppaholics". It was to be shop Wltil
you drop f<X" one week in lhe name
of popularising the capital as one
of Asia's shopping paradise.
Lawlching such a campaign at this

time was peculiar, to say the least.
as the govenunent has been pestering consumers to curb their spending to bring the present
inflationary trend within the 5 per
cent limit. Sw-ely, there is a communication breakdown somewhere. As in the case of cigarette
ads, the left h:Wld is trying to be
thrifty while the right hand wants
to go on a shopping spree.

•••
PARADISE
l)NFULRLLED

T

he Kedah state government
was miffed that it had not
received the pat on the back it
deserved f<X" Lima's "success". An
Assemblyman complained about
the Menteri Besar not being invited to speak during the opening
of Lima and w<ne yet, the MB 's
name was not even mentioned by
the Defence Minister in the taner's
opening speech! And to rub salt
into injury, the MB nearly failed to
get a room on the island. Finally,
the aggrieved chap, in a rare insightful moment. concluded that
Lima had brought little benefit to
the state. (A trifle unpatriotic,
don't you think?).
In the afterglow (the glow
coming from the glowing media
reports) of an event that was more
noise and publicity than substance,
hascomenunblingsofthingsgone
awry and expectations wunel The
nwitime show twned out to be
quite mundane while only the
Aussies and the Soviets managed
to pull out the thrills ill the air. The
British only bothered to exhibit
three miserable commercial
aircrafts and not a single military
craft. Similarly, the French,
Italians and Americans put up

token representations, largely
because they did not expect any
bigtime buyers at the show.
The biggest shopper bDlCd out
to be the host country which
bought two satellites costing $675
million. The Minister of F.nttgy'
Telecommunications and Posts
explained that we were spending
money to save money. According
to him, we will save up to $35
million a year by spending $675
million on the shopping sp-ee. As
usual, he has conveniently
ommitted comment on how much
it would cost us to manage and
mainlain tha9e two toys in the sky.
Actually it ~ difficult to see
where the success of Lima lay there were mountains of
complaints regarding the food
pR:es which rocketed h.igher than
une of the aircrafts; exhibitors
and visitors found themselves
roomless despite advance
bookings; a public squabble
erupted between the organising
chairman and the Asian Defence
Journal; and the sea and land
transport facilities left much to be
desired Most of all, the event
demonstrated how, in our lmle fminstant development and growth,
we have cultivated a hybrid of
unethical, greedy and selfish
business slab.

•••
INSTANT THIS
AND THAT

N

ot surprisingly, one of the
PM's favowite whipping
post these days concerns

businessmen inflictc:d with lhc - rich-quick mentality' who in their
rush to make it big. have ignm:d
values such as ethics and morality.
Instant wealth seems 10 be the

ooler of the day fm- the business
community. For many years, there
has been, besides instant coffee
n instant noodles, m.n millionaires who made their pile
through rather questionable means
although a few of them, found
themselves instant bankrupts
during the recc2Sion of the mid1980s.
Many of these instant
millionaires (and ex-millionU'es)
were the product of the NEP,
which 10me Ql81ell repded as
an a1em1Jt by the govemma~t k>
make inslant businessmen oflhe
Malays. Nevedhelesl, it is good
that the PM has Jeen it fit to
lfttertine morality and ethics as an
essential dimension of Vision
2020. We cannot be fully
developed in economic tenns
alone, but allll in terms of social
justice, quality of life, spiritual
values and national pride. And
m<nl and ethical behaviour is
aucial to these .aainments which
definitely do not ran ...,. the
instant calegm-y.

swan and a pemy.
While on the subject of
hand-holding ... the Johor
government was repOOed to be
readying itself 10 take rough action
againstimmoral youths. It does not
want the state's image to be
tarllQed by young boys and grils
holding hands and behaving
indecently in publjc areat such as
discoes, shopping complexes,
cinemas and holiday resorts.
Actually, experience here and
elsewhere has shown that the most
imrnmll acts rarely occur in public
places but behind closed dcxn not
only of bed and hotel rooms, but
boardrooms. Worse, they are
sometimes committed by
pontifJCating adults as in a recent
revelation by a Pakistani brothel
Madam who claimed that her
regular patrons included
prominent lawmakers and
religious leaders.

•••

WAYTOSTRAI~HT As

•••
VOMITnNG ONE'S

(JAIL)BIRDS OF A

FEATHER

T

he family lhat. does lhings
together stays togetha', as
any wise guy would tell you. How
lnle! Well. fnt, she held his lmd
when he was sent to jaH fmcriminal breach ofiML Now he
holds her
is.lent to jail,
also fm- c:anqDn To dale. it has
been hand-in-hand down the aisle
to p13on fm- this couple who used
to be the datinp of the corporale
and polilical circles. As the wile
IJlYS also would tell you, birds of
afeallaflock I!Jieda.eueptthal
Ibis par1icW. flock ia.olYCd a

hand--

'T'he~ofeducalion was
.I. heard lamenting how
tchools nowadays had bec<X"nC
lll(ft like tuition centres. Pupils
were being prepared to pass examinations with scant pi<X'ity to
chanK:Iiel and moral development
and other more noble pmsuits.
Teachers, he C<X"nplained, were too
p-eoccupied with leaching pupils
10 memori9e facts fm- regtqitalion
during exams. As a result, pupils
develop into citizens who lacked
the ability to be analytical, to think
critically, to be innovative and
creative.
1n faa. the consequences .-e
already apparent among the
youngergeneralion of Members of

Parliament
and
State
Assemblymen. They swallow
government policies with little
questioning, vomitting forth
propaganda by the mouthfuls.
Either one agrees and are
pro-them or one disagrees and are
anti-them. They fmd it difficult to
accept the fact one can stillcriticise
11\d yet not be a foe.
History has demons1r:Ued that
aconstant inquiry of the Sl3tus quo
of dtoughts and i~ have been
quite essential to the birth of new
ideas and inventioos. How are we
to expect the young 10 be moml,

inquisitive, unmaJerialistic ifthose
from whom the young take their
cue are less than accountable,
constantly in pursuit of material
gains and Largely tmable to accept
aiticism, chalJenge or alternative
views.

votes.. One can now do it ovtt the
telephone. As tbe telephone
people say.let your fingers do the
walidng.

•••
A LESSON FROM
POLffiCS FOR SANTA

P

oor Santa! He was kicked
and scolded by children in
Wellington, New Zealand, when
he ran out of candy and balloons.
They swore at him, calling him a
"mean old fool... Adults, fJustraU:C1
at their countty's economic woes,
joined in 1]1'; fracas, passing san:astic remarks like, "is this another
government cut?" Well, our
politicians who like to play San,aa
Claus bypromising their voters the
moon (and rm not referring only

•••
HELLOOO •••
PLEEEASE VOTE
FOR ME

....,~::;;;;;liiiijiiij;~

,...,.,e Ministry of Energy•
.1. Telecommunications and
Posts was hardly able to suppress
its glee in ar.nouncing that there
wete now 1.6 million telephone
subl:ribers in the counrry, a figure
lhat is expecled 10 rise to 3.2 million by 1995 and 6.5 million by
2(XX). Among the merry fellows to
welcome the pojections was the
Minister himself. It was not difficult to guess the reason feY his
elation. One cannot but help recalling that many voters during past
general elections had reported
receiving telephone calls from
him. ~g them to support the
BN and the MIC. No more going
from one house to another, press·
ing dirty palms and begging for
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to PAS) fc. votes should take note
of what happened to Santa. lt's
easy delivering on the tax-payets'
bill when the economy is booming. but they had beUer watch out
wben1Dnes get rough. Anyway. it
was last heard that the Wellington
Santa wants to retire to the North
Pole f<~: good. He'd be doing us a
favour by taking along those
politicians who wheel and dealand
make unfulfilled promises.
Anyhow, Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to aU. But don't
imitate bad habits - don't make
resolutions you can't fulfilL

Keputusan Peraduan Esei A/iran
ntuk memperingati sumbangan ahli-ahli
Aliran yang telah meninggal dunia, Aliran
telah mengadakan peraduan esei tentang Perpaduan bagi para pelajar. pada tatmn 1990,91.

U

Panel pengadil yang terdiri daripada
Dr.Latif Kamaluddin
Puan Sbakila Manan
Dr. Wong Soak Koon
telah membuat keputusan berikut:

KategoriA (12-15 tohun):

KETIGA:
Soon Siong Boon
V -17 Jalan Sampadi Satu

Taman Setapak
53000 Kuala Lumpur

KategoriC
PERTAMA:
Tiodo pemeiUlllg
KEDUA:
ArokiastJmy all Ammaradass
614 Lorong 32, Aulong
34000 Taiping
Perak

PERTAMA:
Tiodo ptmeiUlllg
KEDUA:
Adlan B Zulkifflee

KETIGA:
1) Ong Ju Lynn
41 Lorong Delima 11,
11700 Gelugor
Penang

2 Jalan 14/48
46100 Pet.'\ling Jaya
Selangor
KETIGA:
Merlinda Bte Zirqj Riull

2) MicluulKan Chtt Yuen

72 Jalan 19/14 Seksyen 19
4000 Shah Alam,
Selangor

1 Lorong Abdullah (Off Jln Bangsar)
59000 Kuala Lumpur
Tiada sesiapa yang memenangi hadiah pertama
bagi semua kategori ini adalah kerana mutu
penulisan dan pcrbincangan isu tidak mencapai
tahap yang diharap-harapkan.

KategoriB (16-17 ~un):
PERTAMA:
1'iada pemeiUlllg

Pemenang akan dihubungi.

KEDUA:

JawafankU0$0 A/iran

1) Slulhnaz Rim b Osman

.._

2 Batu 14, Batu Malim,
27610Raub,
Pahang
2) Mululmmad Akmal b. Puteh

4 Jalan 4/6A Bandar Baru Bangi
43650, Bandar Baru Bangi
Selangor
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10 Disember 1991

Tribute

Radu Ayoh: Son of Bario
In sketching the life of
Radu Ayoh, a Kelabit
leader, TAN CHEE BENG
reveals the deep attachment
of the indigenous peoples of
Sarawak to the land and
the contribution they have
made to the nation.

MAS flight, the government hired
a Skyvan commuter aircraft
belonging to the newly-formed
Miri-based ADTEC Rajawali
Udara Air Transport, a company in
the Wahab Hamid Sepawi Holdings group. It was a fatal journey.
Sixteen minutes after take-{)ff, the
aircraft had engine trouble and soon
it crashed near Long Seridan in
Miri Division. The pilot and copilot as well as 12 Kelabit were
killed and six other Kelabit were
badly injured. Among the injured
was a young person, John Terawe
(27 years old), whom I had talked
to last year about logging in Bario,
and who had impressed me as a
dynamic person with vision.
The death of so many Kelabit

community leaders was a tragedy
beyond description for the small
community ofKelabit. I personally
felt very sad, for in May 1990 I had
visited Bario. Although it was a
short stay, I met so many of them,
especially on the day when I joined
them at their communal Sunday
service. Among the dead was Radu
Ayoh Mayu Balang. I had stayed at
his house, and had spent much time
talking about the Kelabit and the
Pcnan as well as developrpent issues at the fire-place in the kitchen
which is the best place in the house
to be when it is cold in the early
morning. We drank many cups of
light but sweet coffee, for like other
Kelabit, Tama Radu Ayoh would
insist that the guest drink and eat a

eptember 3 1991 was a day of
mourning f~ the Kelabit who
live in the part of Sarawak's
highland called Bario (Land of
Wind), accessible only by flight over
virgin forests either from Marudi or
Miri. Tha1 day 18localleaders from
Bario left Bario at 1.40 p.m.
for Marudi They were "invited" to attend the opening of
the new $4 million civic
centre in Marudi which
would take ploce on the following day. There was much
excitement as it was
rumoured that the Chief Minister would announce the date
of the coming state election.
Some of the local Kelabit
leaders were supporters of
Parti Pesaka Bumiputera
(PBB) which is headed by the
Chief Minister Tan Sri Haji
Abdul Taib Mahmud.
Whatever their political affiliation, headmen and local
leaders are always asked by
the District Office to attend
one function or another, especially when the election is The author (third from right) with Radu Ayoh and his family:

S

close.

The opening of the civic
centre must have been a very
special occasion for when
the Kelabit leaders could not
go to Marudi by the regular

"I think ofTama Radu Ayoh and the brief time we had
shared. In the process ofnature, we are like the hill
rice.lt grows, bears rice, and dies. Does it really
matter which one dies first?"
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lot Now that they don't
overseas in order to get
drink rice wine (forbidmore exposure.
den by their Christian
The third son Agan
religion), the people
Radu operates a new
drink more coffee.
coffee shop in Bario. It
Radu Ayoh was a
was one ofRadu Ayoh' s
very warm person, very
dream to go into busijovial. He was the kind of
ness by opening a cofperson that made people
fee-shop, and I had also
happy by his very
commented to him
presence. Born in 1932,
about the lack of eating
he died a very fit and
places in Bario. He had
dynamic man. Like other
built the coffee-shop by
Kelabit who may acquire
himself and was about
a new name when a child
to open it when the
of one'sown or of a close
tragedy prevented him
relative is born, Radu
from seeing his labour
Ayoh was known by a
bear fruit. But he should
number of names. Radu
have no regret for he
Ayoh was his name at
had
prepared
an
birth and the one used in
employment for one of
official
documents.
his sons, May Agan
When the first grandson
who
is
a
good
businessman. Jeffree
of Rayeh Tcpun (who is
Radu Ayoh's brother-inRadu the fourth son,
law) was born, Radu
now 25 years old, farms
Ayoh took the name
the family land. In the
Napuun Tepun. When
absence of Radu Ayoh,
J effree now provides
his best friend Peter Aran Radu Ayoh (left), IMn ot vilion MCI Ind'--lry:
(a businessman in Bario)
the companionship his
mother needs in farmwas blessed with a son, "He was very warm person, very
ing. It makes the loss of
Radu Ayoh acquired the jovial. He was the kind ofperson who
the husband less painful
name Baru Nalan. The
made people happy by his very
for Sina Lipang Aran.
last time Radu Ayoh got
The fifth in the fami!y is
a new name was Doo presence."
a daughter, Lee Radu,
Paran, which he acquired
who is now married to
on the occasion of the
their children. There just aren't
an Iban preacher in Bintulu. The
birth of his own grand-daughter in
many places where young people
last two children are Adrian Radu
September 1990, that is, llis eldest
from rural Sarawak can get a decent
and
Maria Radu who are still in
son's daughter who was named
job.
school.
1oannc Lipang Radu.
The second son called Son
The industriousness and vision
Radu Ayoh married Lipang
Radu is the pride of the family and
of Radu Ayoh have helped the
Aran who was born in 1940. Like
the Kelabit. He had groduated from
family to cope with the loss of their
most other Kelabit, they have been
the University of Malaya with a
beloved father and husband. Indeed
farmers, working hard in their padi
Bachelor of Science in 1987 and
Radu Ayoh understood the imporfield. The Kelabit arc famous for
with a Master of Science in 1990.
tance of education for his children
planting wet rice in the highland.
In fact Son (pronounced Szn) is the
and he had expressed hope that his
Indeed Bario rice is famous.
first Kelabit to get a masters degree
youngest son and daughter would
Radu Ayoh and Lipang Aran
in the field of Molecular Biology,
far in their education. He himself
go
have five sons and two daughters.
although there are other Kelabit
was
not just a farmer for he had
The eldest son Joseph Radu is marwho have got a masters degree in
always strived to achieve someried and now works with Shell in
other fields. Son is now enrolled in
thing more, difficult though it
Miri - many Kelal>it parents in
a Ph.D. programme at the Univermight be.
sity of MaJaya, although he still
Bario including Radu Ayoh have
In the last fifties when he was
always looked upon the Shell Comhopes to get a scholarship to go
still a bachelor, Radu Ayoh worked
pany as a place of employment for

a
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During the Confrontation.
Radu Ayoh and his relative
Rayeh Tepun worked as border scouts for the government
for about five years. There are
individuals in Sarawak like
Radu Ayoh who had contributed directly to the maintenance of security of
Malaysia, but they arc not
known to the public. It is
lherefore a pleasure and an
honour for me to record that a
farmer like Radu Ayoh had
contributed
directly
to
defending the sovereignty of
MaJaysia In view of his past
contribution and the fact that
The Kelabit community wonhip at the Bario District Church in Padang:
the fataJ trip he was asked to
make was officiaJiy arranged,
"I particularly liked the hymns...usinf! s~ch word_s
the compensation of a mere
/ike jalan, dayung, maju andothersto1nd1catethelf
$2,000 to his family by the
spiritual journey."
State government was a
shame. But then no amount of
money can compensate his
The Confrontation is long over, but
for five years in a Chinese sawmill
family and the other families for the
people like Radu Ayoh still dream
in Kuala Baram. There he acquired
loss of their loved ones as well as
of returning to their original settlethe skill to be a carpenter. He bethe economic and social support
ment. This is where planners should
came the very few Kelabit who
which the deceased could have
realise that moving people from
blow how to build houses. He had
provided for the families.
their homeland has both economic
built his own house m Arur Dalan
There is one thing which the
and emotional consequences on the
which is about half an hour's walk
government can do to show respect
people, and should be avoided as a
from Padang. the centre of Barto
to tnc dead and goodwill to the
strategy as f:lr as possible. Any
where the airstrip is located. He had
people. The Kelabit through their
group of people have rights to their
told me about his plan to build a
local leaders and their association
homeland.
new house after Son had earned
Tabung Persatuan Kaum Kelabit
Radu Ayoh was very optimistic
some money to help him. In fact he
(Tapckit) Sarawak had petitioned
of retummg to Kubaan. He exhad already collected the be/ian
the government again and again to
plained to me that the logging road
wood from the jungle for the house.
preserve Batu Lawi against the
would soon reach Kubaan, and this
How cruel fate was, preventing him
encroachment of loggers. The
would make Kubaan a convenient
from realising his dream.
Kelabit, in fact the Lun Bawang
place to live in. He foresaw the
But the biggest dream of Tama
too. reg:lrd Batu Lawi (the twin
importance ci reclaiming his land
Radu is to return to Kubaan, his
peaks of which can be seen as one
before outsiders moved in. In fact
homeland, about one to two day's
fl y to from Bario) as part of their
Radu Ayah had returned to Kubaan
walk from Bario. Long deserted,
culturaJ heritage. For this renson
to clear his land. He planted his first
the village has now become forest.
alone. it should be preserved. Furcrop there this year. It was a coinWhen the Indonesian Confrontathermore the region contains unicidence that he initiated the coffeetion with Malaysia began in 1%3,
que flora and fauna including the
shop business and planted the fttst
the government of Malaysia moved
rare
Sumatran
Rhinoceros
crop in Kubaan, as if to ensure that
the Kelabit villages in the remote
(Didemocerus sumatrensis). It wtll
his wife and children would conregion to Bario, hence the conbe most wise and gracious for the
tinue
with his dreams after his
centration of the Kelabit in B:lrio
government to declare Batu Lawi
tragic death. Despite the distance,
today. Radu Ayoh and his relatives
and Murud as part of a natural park.
his wife and son Jeffree are taking
in Arur DaJan of Bario were
Such a move will please the Kelabit
care of the farms in both Bario and
originally from Kubaan where the
and it is good for aJI Malaysians,
Kubaan.
land is ferule and game abundant.
a~d indeed for aU the people of the
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world.
Before the MAS service was introdoced to Bario in the 1960s, the
Kelabit like Radu Ayoh used to
walk from Bario to Marudi to trade.
It took about a month to walk to
Marudi from Kubaan, and another
month to walk back. For such an
expedition, the Kelabit went in a
team, carrying with them both
goods to sell (or barter) and rice for
the journey. Some rice were hid at
various spots along the way for
cooking on the return journey. It
was common for the Kelabit to
have "adopted" Kayan brothers so
as to get assistance aloog the way
which passed by Kayan villages
before reaching Marudi. The
Kelabit sold jungle produce (especially damar) to the Chinese sho}r
keepers in Marudi in exchange for
things which they needed. Radu
Ayoh ftrst walked to Marudi
around the age of 17. He used to
carry 10 kati of lard to Marudi and
sold it to the Chinese shopkeeper of
"Seck Sin" (the shop) in exchange
for clothes, soaps and other items
not available in Bario.
The people in Arur Dalan not·
only lost a relative but also a church
leader, for Radu Ayoh was an elder
of the SIB (Sijil Injil Borneo= Borneo Evangelical Mission) church.
The Kelabit are SIB Christians.
Every morning around six when it
is still rather cold in Bario, the bamboo "gong" (tubung) in the village
church is beaten to inform people to
go to the church to pray and sing
hymns before breakfast and then go
to work. Radu Ayoh never failed to
attend the daily morning service.
One night, I promised to join him in
the morning service but when
morning came I pulled the blanlcet
to my neck and said "tenab" (cold)!
I did join him for the Sunday service in the common worship by all
the Kelabit in Bario at the Bario
District Church in Padang. I also
attended two night services in Arur
Dalan. Tile service is always very
lively with singing of hymrfs in
Malay and preaching of sermons in

Kelabil I 'particularly liked the
hymns sung to the tune of "auld
lang syne" using such words like
jalan (walk), dayung (row), maju
(go forward) and others to indicate
their spiritual journey. They sang
and acted. It was so lively. In the
evening when the gasoline lamp
(using kerosene) dimmed, Radu
Ayoh would get up to pump it and
the church made of wood would be
bright again. And the singing and
praying continued. Although one
may criticize the missionary for
destroying the traditional culture of
the Kelabit, one has to agree that
Christianity has given life and
meaning to the people. Certainly it
had given meaning to Radu Ayoh.
I will always treasure the name
Radu Ayoh had given me. I also
asked about the Penan, and we
visited a Penan group in Getaan
Tebungan near Kubaan. Radu
Ayoh gave me the Kelabit name
Makatu Ulun which may be translated as "the bridge of life" (makatu
=something that joins, ulun = life)
or "generous life" (maktu can also
mean "generous"). He explained
that the name was in reference to
my concern for the well-being of
the Penans. Since I have a son I am
by Kelabit custom Tamabu MaJcatu
Ulun. My wife is then known as
Sinabu Makatu Ulun. Radu Ayoh
kindly gave my son the name Agan
which is the name of a Kelabit hero.
It was good that he fmally met
Sinabu Makatu Ulun and Agan
when he came to Kuala Lumpur in
July 1991.
Radu Ayoh and his wife came
over for Son's Master of Science
Convocation. This was their second
trip to Kuala Lumpur. The ftrst trip ·
was in 1987 for Son· s Bachelor of
Science Convocation. That ftrst trip
exposed Radu Ayoh to the develo}r
ment in the Semenanjung in contrast to the rnther less developed
rural Sarawak- the single contrast
which strikes all Sarawak students
and visitors who come to the
Semenanjung for the ftrst time.
Radu Ayoh told me about the en-

counters with individuals from
Semenanjung who asked him questions which showed their ignorance
of Sarawak. Since there were
people who thought of Sarawak as
backward, he pulled their leg by
telling them that the airport in Bario
had many chickens and cows roaming around. He amused himself telling me about his trip to the national
zoo to see the pelanduk - there are
so many ptlanduk in Bario forests.
My wife and I gave Radu Ayoh and
his wife a dinner in a Chinese restaurant on 23 July 1991. We talked
about me going back to Bario,
about going up Batu Lawi and
various other places. It turned out to
be the last dinner.
Radu Ayoh and his wife gave
my wife and I some Bario rice
which they had brought from Bario
- it is the custom of Kelabit (and
other indigenous people in Sarawak
too) to give rice. We had thrown
some unhusked rice in the backyard, and now a few rice plants are
growing there, about a foot high. It
is about the height of hill rice now
growing in many parts of Sarawak.
Nowadays when I look out of the
window and see the nee in the backyard, I think of Tama Radu Ayoh
and the brief time we had shared. In
the process of nature, we are lilc:e
the hill rice. It grows, bears rice,
and dies. Does it really matter
which one dies farst? Lilc:e the hill
rice, Radu Ayoh had to strive to
live, but he had lived a happy life
and had served his family, his community and his nation. That is all
that matters. 0
Note : In Kelabit, tama is the address for "father" and sino for
"mothtr" They are also used to
address an elder man or an elder
woman. When the first child is a
boy, the father takes the name
Tamabu and the mother Sinabu.
When the first child is a girl, the
father takes the name Tamamok
and the mother Sinamok.

... conJinu~dfrom pag~ 4 BARISA.N LOSING SUPPORT

local boy unlike their candidate,
Khalid Ahmad. Obviously, they
had forgotten that the MP for Jerlun
Langkawi, Sanusi and the previous
state ~semblyman for the area. the
late Yusuf Rahman, were also from
out of town.
As mentioned in the accompanying report, widespread poverty
was one of the major factors which
contributed to the better perform
ance by the opposition. Let us take
a look at the other factors which
helped PAS to reduce the Barisan' s
majority.

UNHAPPY FISHERMEN
One of the main issues in this·
by-election was the alleged harass-

ment of fishermen in Kuala
Sanglang and Kuala Jerlun some of
whom had their boats confiscated
by the authorities. Although this
issue was settled when the boats
were returned to their rightful
owners, it is unlikely that the unhappy fishermen would have forgotten their experience.

RICEMIUERS'
PROBLEMS
Another issue was the problems
faced by ethnic Chinese rice millers
in entering the upah Jdsar dan
mengering padi scheme. This was
quickly bclded by Sanusi who realized that their votes could be crucial
in deciding the outcome of the election. It was only after this that MCA
and Gerakan became more involved in the campaign. But it is
uncertain whether the ethnic
Chinese votes went to the Barisan
in the end as there was considerable
opposition from ethnic Malay
farmers.

CHOICE OF CANDIDATES
The rivalry between Sanusi and
Osman Arof over the choice of candidates threatened to blow up in the
open at one stage. But Sanusi, being
the MP for the area. realized that it

was in his interest for the Barisan
candidate to win and in the end, he
campaigned hard for a Barisan victory. However, some supporters of
the local UMNO Baru strongman,
Pak Su, who are known to be antiSanusi and may have wanted to
damage the Minister's reputation in
the area could have ended up voting
for the opposition.

tan state government issued their
apology in the national dailies.
PAS sources complained that the
timing could not have been worse.
The summons by Utusan Melayu
against Harakah, the PAS
newspaper, in which the latter was
ordered to pay $100,000 in
damages was also brought up in the
campaign to discredit the latter.

PAINFUL REMINDER

CONTAMINATED WATER

The Memali tragedy was
another issue which tugged at the
emotional chords of voters. The
Barisan brought this up again to
remind the ethnic Chinese voters of
Jerlun of the dangers of 'Islamic·
fundamentalism'. For PAS supporters, it was a painful reminder of
the brutal force used in the name of
national security by Barisan leaders
when they realized that UMNO's
influence in Baling was on the
wane. PAS leaders have called for
an independent commission of inquiry to resolve this issue once and
for all.
PAS leaders were a little disappointed over the outcome of the
Jerlun by-election. They were
secretly harbouring hopes of an
upset victory following their encouraging performance at Serkam.
Why were they unable to maintain
their momentum?

Then, there was the incident
where four Barisan campaigners
were taken to hospital after drinking contaminated water. Barisan.
leaders immediately pointed a
finger at PAS and the issue was
blown up in the mass media to dis:
credit the opposition party. PAS,
for its part, claimed that the incident
could have been the work of a few
disgruntled UMNO Baru supporters.

INEFFECI'WE
CAMPAIGNING
Sources say that the absence of
several Seman gat 46leaders on the
campaign trail had a dampening effect on the party's prospects. PAS
also lost out this time in the
ceramah battle where the Barisan
held the upper hand. Surprisingly,
certain circles within PAS blamed
the party's unspectacular performance on the lack of commitment
and the berpesta attitude displayed
by party members in this campaign.
Two days before polling, the Information Secretariat of the Kelan-

GOVERNMENT
FACilll'IES
Jerlun is said to be a stronghold
of the Ghafar Baba camp. Apparently, many government agencies under Ghafar's ministry were
deployed in the area. In addition,
the Agriculture Ministry under
Sanusi was also active in the campaign through agencies like
MADA, LKIM and KEDA. Other
agencies and ministries which were
abused in this by-election included
the Information Ministry, the
Coopcmtive and Land Develop-

ment Ministry and Kemas.
Both sides recognized the importance of the women's votes and
went all out to canvass their support. Here, the Barisan had the
upper hand as it deployed government controlled machinery especially
Kemas to maximum
advantage. Throughout the campaign, various activities were organized to attract the women
including cookery classes and
house-to-house visits. 0

Youth

An Ideal Before The Youths
The greatest asset of a nation is the spirit of its
people, says DR. S. RADHAKRISHNAN, the
former President of India.
Science and technology
alone is insufficient to solve
the problems of society. In
our educational institutions,

we must also train our
young people in the spirit of
democracy.
t is a matter of great sorrow that
there is not among our youth that
sense of exhilaration, that release
of energy, the buoyancy of spirit that
characterize great liberation movements. Many of us do not realize how
radically our position in the world has
altered. Political freedom has given
us the great opportunity and the
sacred responsibility of building up a
new India free from want and disease, rid of the curse of the caste and
the outcaste, where women will
enjoy the same rights as men and
where we all shall live at peace with
the rest of the world. The inspiration
of ~;uch an lildia will sustain us in our
work ahead.
We are living through one of the
great revolutionary periods in
human history. The revolutionary
efforts, spread over several centuries in other parts of the world, are
concentrated in a short span of time
in our country. We are facing a
many-sided challenge, political and
economic, social and cultural.
Education is the means by which
the youth is trained to serve the
cause of drastic social and
economic changes. Nations be-

I

&&The disproportionate emphasis on science
and technology has been causing concern to
thinking men all over the world. The great
crimes against civilization are committed not
by the primitive and the uneducated but by the
highly educated and the so-called civilized." ·
come back numbers if they do not
reckon with the developments of
the age.
The industrial growth of our
country requires a large number of
scientists, technicians and engineers. The rush in our universities
for courses in science and technology is natural. Men trained in these
practical courses help to increase
productivity, agricultural and industrial. They also hope to find
employment easily. To help students to earn a living is one of the

functions of education.
I do not believe that scientific
and technological studies . are
devoid of moral values. Science is
both knowledge and power. It has
interest as well as utility. It is illuminating as well as fruitful. It
demands disciplined devotion to
the pursuit of truth. It develops in
its votaires an attitude of tolerance,
open-mindedness, freedom from
prejudice and hospitality to new
ideas. Science reveals to us the inexhaustible richness of the worl

its unexpectedness, its
sions that control us.
wonder.
Any satisfactory system of education should
Nevertheless, these
qualities are developed
aim at a balanced growth
by science incidentally
of the individual and inand not immediately. It
sist on both knowledge
does not directly deal
and wisdom. It should not
with the non-intellectual
only train the intellect but
aspects of human nature.
bring grace into the heart
Economic man who
of man. Wisdom is more
produces and consumes,
easily gained through the
the intellectual man, the
study
of
literature,
scientific man is not the
philosophy and religion.
whole man. The disThey interpret the higher
proportionate emphasis
laws of the universe. If we
on science and technoldo not have a general
ogy has been causing
philosophy or attitude of
concern to thinking men
life, our minds will be
all over the world. The
confused, and we ·will
great crimes against
suffer from greed, pusilcivilization are comlanimity
(timidity).
mitted not by the primianxiety and defeatism.
tive and the uneducated
Mental slums are more
but by the highly edudangerous to mankind
cated and the so-called
than material slums.
civilized. One recaUs the
Independent thinking
saying that the most civiis not encouraged in our
world today. When we
lized State is not farther
from barbarism than the
see cinema we think
most polished steel is
very fast to keep up with
from rust. Scientists have "... the achievements of science have rapid changes of scene
and action. This rapidly
now found means by induced in our minds a mood of
which the cinema gives
which human life can be
despair... We are standing on the
wiped off the surface of
its
audiences
and
this planet. Of the many edge ofan abyss... "
demands from them has
problems that now face
its own effect on the menthe leaders of the world,
tal development If we are
none is of graver conseto be freed from the
annihilating character of these
quence than the problem of saving
debilitating
effects and the nervous
agencies may bring unutterable
the human race from extinction.
strain
of
modern
life, if we are to be
security to the human mind. To
Struggling as we are with the fatesaved
from
the
assaults
which beat
choose aright requires the cultivaful horizQJls of an atomic age, the
so
insistently
on
us
from
the screen
tion of the heart and the inteland
the
achievements of science have inradio,
from
the
yellow
press
ligence. Escape from decline and
duced in our minds a mood of
and
demagogy,
defences
are
to
be
catastrophe depends not on sciendespair making us feel li.ke homebuilt
in
the
minds
of
men,
enduring
tific ideas and material forces but
less exiles caught in a blind
interests are to be implanted in
on the perceptions and ideas of men
machine. We are standing on the
them. We must learn to read great
and women, on the moral judgeedge of an abyss or perhaps even
classics which deal with really imments of the community. If we
sliding towards it. A former Prime
portant questions affecting the life
choose rightly,the achievements of
Minister of England contemplated:
and
destiny of the human race. We
science may lead to such a degree
must
think for ourselves about
"We and aU nations stand at this
of material wealth and abundance
these
great
matters but thinking for
hour in human history before the
of leisure as has never before been
portals of supreme catastrophe and
oneself
does
not mean thinking in a
possible in human history. All this
measureless reward. Our faith is
vacuum,
unaided,
all alone. We
will be possible only if we achieve
need
help
that in God's mercy we shall
from
others,
living or
a revolution in the inner compulchoose aright, in which case the
dead. We need help from the great

a
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"Any satisfactory system ofeducation should
aim at a balancedgrowth of the individual and
insist on both knowledge and wisdom."
of all ages, the poets, 'the unacknowledged legislators of the
world', the philosophers, the creative thinkers, the artists. Whereas in
sciences we can be helped only by
the contemporaries, in the
humanities, help comes from the
very great. to whatever age and race
they may belong. At the deepest
levels of existence, in the intimations of the nature of the Supreme,
and the economy of the universe, in
the insights into the power and
powerlessness of man, the changing scene of history has its focus.
The events of history reflect the
events in the souls of men.
If this country has survived all
the changes and chances it has
passed through, it is because of certain habits of mind and conviction
which our people, whatever their
ethnic origin or religion may be,
share and would not surrender. The
central truth is that there is an intimate connection between the
mind of man and the moving spirit
of the universe. We can realize it
through the practice of self-control
and the exercise of compassion.
These principles have remained the
framework into which were fitted
lessons from the different religions
that have found place in this
country. Our history is not modem.

It is like a great river with its source

back in silence. Many ages, many
races, many religions have worked
at it It is all in our blood stream.
The more Indian culture changes,
the more it remains the same. The
power of the Indian spirit has sustained us through difficult times. It
will sustain us in the future if we
believe in ourselves. It is the intangibles that give a nation its character and its vitality. They may seem
unimportant or even irrelevant
under the pressure of d3ily life. Our
capacity for sun:ival in spite of
perils from outside matched only
by our own internal feuds and dissensions is due to our persistent adherence to the spirit. If our young
men are to live more abundantly,
they should enter more fully into
the experience and ideals of the
race, they should be inspired in
their minds and hearts by the great
ideas enshrined in our culture.
Inattention to our culture in our
universities is to no samll extent
responsible for the increasing unrest among students. In recent
weeks the lawless activities of
some students in some parts of the
country ftlled us with shame and
sorrow and I have had occasion to
refer to them and tell the students
that by these acts of deftancc of
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authority, they do a national disservice and imperil the future of the
country, that they arc traitors to the
past and enemies of the future. Students are not trained to approach
life's problems with the fortitude,
self-control and sense of balance
which our new conditions demand.
Without this disciplined enthusiasm for great causes, students
become a danger to themselves and
to soiety as a whole. This approach
is encouraged by a study of our
classics.
A university is essentially a corporation of teachers and students.
The relations between the two have
been of a sacred character. The kind
of education that we provide for our
youth is determined overwhelmingly by the kind of men and
women we secure as teachers. Magnificent buildings and equipment
are no substitute for the great
teacher. Every attempt should be
made to draw a good proportion of
the best ability in the country into
the teaching profession. If this
country is to participate in the
march of mind in science and
scholarship, universities must
recruit for their staff some of the
best minds of the country. The
university teacher should be helped
to hve in comfort, if he is to devote
himself to learning, teaching and
research. As the young recruits to
the universities are paid low
salaries, they fail to appreciate intellectual values and get interested
in writing textbooks or obtaining
examinership. As the example of
the teacher has great influence on
the pupils, we cannot evade our
responsibility to the teaching
profession. A more enlightened
public attitude is essential to
achieve this objective.
Besides, our colleges have increased their numbers regardless or
the fact that competent teachers arc
not employed to deal with these
increased numbers. It is impossible
for the students to get adequate
academic tuition or moral
guidance. Some of the educational

institutions have become commercialized and adopt the shift system
as in the factories. If the results arc
unfortunate,, we have ourselves .to
blame. There is nothing wrong w1th
our students. What IS wrong is the
system.
.
Our future destiny as a nauon
depends on our spiritual strength
rather than upon our material
wealth. The goal of perfection cannot be achieved by the weak, not the
weak in body, but the weak in spirit
The greatest asset of a nation is the
spirit of its people. If ~:e br~ th.e
spirit of the people. we unperil thelf
future; if we develop the power of
spirit our future will be brigh~
Good teachers who are mterested in the •-elfare of the students,
who have enthusiasm for their subjects and are able to impart it to the
pupils - they fonn the central
framework. of a university. Our
commercial-minded generation
reserves its respect for those who
make money and so the best ability
is drawn into adrninsitration, business and the learned professionals.
We have to realize that the kind of
education we provide for our
children is detennined overwhelmingly by the kind of men and
women we secure as teachers. The
low esteem in which teachers are
held is the most eloquent evidence
of the malady from which our
society suffers. We must get the
right type of men for the teaching
profession, and not the incompetent
and the unambitious. Respect for
the teachers cannot be ordered. It
must be earned.
The next few years will be testing time, more severe and more exacting than we have lcnown for
many years. Political freedom
which we won at much cost and
sacrifice is only an opporturtity. It
is not a fulfilment. If we are to
develop a strong democrac.y. ~lit~
cal, social and econom1c, 1t 1s
necessary for us to work hard and
work unitedly. The ideal imposes
on us a sacred responsibility. Men
are not made democratic by the

plexities and diversities of race and
religion, language and geography·
the forces which have made our
people into a nation and w~ch
alone can keep them one be ng
shaped. These do not belong to the
material sphere. The unity is n~t
one of physical geography • lt
belongs to the realm of ideas. It is a
matter for men's minds and hearts.
Our country has suffered when internal dissensions predominated
and central unity declined. We used
to complain that those who l'l_lle~ us
for centuries adopted the pnnclple
of divide and rule. At :my rate it is
true that our subjection was due to
our divisions. We must therefore
guard ourselves against scp~st
tendencies of language, rehgton
and province. It is in the univer"Power and wealth
sities that we should develop a corporate feeling and a feeling of
begin to exercise a
social purpose. Our universities
kind of intoxication
must give inspiration to a -~en~
on the minds of men." tion which stands in sore need of lt.
In the different branches of our
mere fonnulation of ideals in the
planning effort we req?ire ~ined
men and it is for the un1vers1Ues to
Constitution. They are not made
good by mere exhot?tion. Gr~t
supply them. Natu~llY. yo~ng
ideals of justice, cqual1ty. fratem~ty
people wish to get tramed m sctenand freedom which we have mtific, technological and professcribed in our Constitution must be
sional courses. Many of the
woven into the social fabric. We
changes that have transfonncd our
daily lives, our hopes and ideals for
must apply them to the myriad
situations of our daily life. Unforthe future arc the results of the
tunately, the state of mind in which
dominating role which science has
we found ourselves at the time of
come to play in our lives. No such
radical changes have ever before
political liberation is not mark~~ by
revolutionary fervour. The spmt of
occured in so brief a period of our
enjoyment has prevailed over the
history. But an exclusi~e or o~e
sided emphasis on scientific studtes
spirit of sacrifice. We seem. to
demand more than what we give.
results in grave disadvantag~s.
There is much evidence of low
Power and wealth begin to exerctse
morale, dissatisfaction and discona kind of intoxication on the minds
tent among people, all leading to
of men. We wish to get on and
serious slaclcness. We must oversucceed. Other ends are suborcome the spiritual sickness which
dinated to this one end of achieving
seems to be enfeebling our comgreater wealth and higher so_cial
status. The desire to get on 1s a
munity. If we do not change .our
minds. we cannot change anythmg.
laudable ambition. Our future welA nation is built in its educafare and destiny will depend more
tional institutions. We have to train
on our spiritual strength than on our
our youth in them. We have to immaterial wealth.
part to them the tradition of the
Scientific progress is precarious
and conditional. If we are only
future. Through all the com-
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learned without being truly cultured, we become a danger to
society. "He who is literate, when
inverted becomes a demon." There
is an observation of Aristotle which
is akin to this saying:
Man when perfected is the best
animals, but. when separated from
law and justice, he i~ the worst of
all since armed injustice is the more
dangerous, and he is equipped at
birth with arms meant to be used by
intelligence and virture which he
may use for the worst ends.
Wherefore if he have not virtue, he
is the most unholy and the most
savage of animals.
In the international scene, the
crisis which confronts us is the
gravest in the whole of recorded
history. We are armed with the
weapons of modem science and the
techniques of modem psychology,
without ourselves being redeemed
from greed, selfishness and love of
power. We have increased our
power over nature, but not over ourselves. Science and technology are
not a cure for selfishness or a key to
the mystery of the universe. Our
progress can be secure only in an

atmosphere of confidence, hope
and security.
To make a new start we need a
new approach. Respect for the basic
values of spirit is the only antidote
to the distempers of our society,
social, economic and political. We
must recognize that there is something in man that hungers and
thirsts after righteousness. If sheer
confusion dominates the scene and
we live in an age of anxiety and
greed, it is because our training has
been one-sided. It is wrong to assume that the only means required
for the betterment of mankind are
more and more of scientific discovery and technological improve.
It is through the study of the
great classics of the world that we
grow in our spirit. The basis of
democracy is the central principle
of all religions, that there is an intimate connection between the
mind of man and the moving spirit
of the universe. This principle of
democracy must become an effective faith. In our educational institutions, we can train our young men
an~ women in the spirit of
democracy. We must increase
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wealth, reduce inequalities and
raise the standards of the common
man. Let the bright image of a new
India where we will be free socially
and economically break through
the fogs of fear and ignorance, selfinterest and superstition.
The importance of education is
not only in knowledge and skill, but
it is to help us to live with others.
Co-operative and mutually helpful
living is what we should be trained
for. Moral qualities are of greater
value than intellectual accomplishments. We have in our country
great natural resources, intelligent
men and women and if in addition
we learn to work together with
pleasure, with pride, with a sense of
duty in the sacred task of rebuilding
our country, no one can prevent us
from reaching our goal. The Buddha says: 'None else compels, ye
suffer from yourselves.' If our institutions give our young men character and democratic discipline, the
future of our country is safe. 0
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"it is urgent that the
Federal government
bring them to trial
immedUdely... we
demand that the ISA be
repealed. .."

CURRENT
CONCERNS
Release Benedict Topln
and other ISA Detainees

O

n Human Rights Day, 10
December 1991, ALIRAN
wishes to reiterate ita opposition to

the Internal Security Act which allows for detention without trial for
an indefinite period.
We
note
that
many
Malaysians are still being held
under the ISA lllld are concerned

'f

in particular with th e rontinued
detention of sdr. Benedict 1bpin
(also Executive-Secretary of the
Kadaza n- Dusun Cultural Association) and oth er Sabahans
who have been detained since May
1990 for an alleged plot to pull
Sabah out of Malaysia. These are
Datuk Dr. Jeffrey Kitingan, Abdul
Rahman Ahmad, Damit Undikai,
Albinus Yudah, Vincent Chung
and Ariffin H~i Hamid.
Now that Benedict 1bpin and
the others have been detained for
about 20 months, it is urgent that
the Federal government bring
them to trial immediat ely. Failing
that, the Federal government
should release th em immediately.
In fact, we demand that the ISA
and other laws that violate the
basic human rights of people be
repealed immediately.

Executive Commi/Jee
AURAN
on behalfofmembers present at
the A/iran 15th Annual General
Meeting

We look forward to a world founded upon four
essential human freedoms. The first is freedom of
speech and expression - everywhere in the world.
The second is freedom of every person to wOrship
God in his own way - everywhere in the wodd. The
third is freedom from want - everywhere In the world.
The fourth is freedom from fear - anywhere in the
world.
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...continutd from back pagt
NOTES ON EAST TIMOR
church at about 2.30 a.m. Some
youths tried to escape as about 30
people inside the church grounds

were arrested (all but ten were later
released temporarily). It was in the
midst of this attack that Sebastian
was shot dead with three bullets. A
Timorese member of the Indonesian assault force was also
killed when he was stabbed by a
Timorese youth shortly after
Sebastian's slaying. Two other
youths suffered gunshot wounds.
The attack on the church has
further alienated the devout
Catholic population of East Timor.
Although the official Indonesian.
version of the Motael attack (which
can only be described as a ludicrous
fabricatio.n) has been publicized
through Indonesian media channels, the news about the attack and
the death of Sebastian reached
remote areas through East Timor's
extensive and effective clandestine
network before the Indonesians
could even assemble the official
version.
It is speculated that the Indonesian forces targeted the church
because of its humanitarian views,
because of its practice of giving
refuge to youths who seek protection from Indonesian secret police,
and most importantly, because it
voices the aspirations of the people
for an end to 16 years of occupation
and gross human rights violations
by Indonesian troops.

Maubisse,
2 November 1991

D

riving through East Timor

today is no longer such a
bumpy experience for the
tourist. Roads are being continuously
paved with asphalt and bridges being
built.
Development,
or
'pembangunan• as the Indonesians
call it, is the most uttered watchword
around here ... from the mouths of

Indonesians at least.
The Indonesians (particularly
the Javanese) seem to have a wellrehearsed script when explaining
East Timor to the outsider. They
say it was a hapless colonial backwater under the Portuguese. Its inhabitants were uneducated, were
oppressed by the Portuguese- until
Indonesia helped liberate East
Timor and took the ex-colony
under its wing as the 27th province.
Since then, East Timor has shot
ahead in leaps and bounQ8. Schools,
roads, new office buildings are
hallmarks of the development Indonesia has allegedly bequeathed.
One Javanese taxi-driver proudly
told me that the capital of Dili,
which was once 'covered with trees
like a jungle'. has now been transformed into a true city of large
buildings, roads and concrete.
But scratch a little beneath the
surlace of uncomfortable Javanese
smiles and silent East Timorese
faces, and the grim reality of this
place will jolt even the most casual
observer. One senses that the great
bulk of the local population have
not willingly accepted Indonesian
rule despite the supposed material
advances gained through the annexation. Development is by Indonesia and
for Indonesia.
Timorese people argue that the
roads were built to help the Indonesian military move from one
region to another quickly, and to
ease the process ofextracting goods
from East Timor into West Timor
and beyond. Just like Dutch
colonialism in Java, most capital
infusions made into East Timor are
made to facilitate the extraction of
goods and consolidate the socioeconomic and political dominance
of the colonizers over the local
populace.
The Timorese I have talked to
co.mplain that no amount of roads
and schools can bring back the
thousands killed by Indonesia
during the war and occupation.
Some 200,000 people, or one third
of the 1975 population, were ldlled

-probably every East Timorese survivor today has lost a close friend
or relative. Materialistic development (for which the Indonesians
demand gratitude) cannot pay for
what the TimOJ'Cse can put no price
on human lives. And what about the
rapes,
beatings and other
dehumanizing experiences? Will
the construction of new roads placate the humiliation and bitterness,
or compensate for the denial of
Timorese language in schools. the
domination of political decisions,
local administration and the
economy by the Javanese? The
Timorese say no.
At a recent public lecture held
at a Baucau school, local military
leaders warned youths not to speak
to delegates ofa Portuguese official
fact-fmding mission expected to arrive in November. The youths were
told to show their appreciation for
the development Indonesia had
brought them rather than highlighting human rights violations or other
'negative' aspects of Indonesian
rule. One reckless youth stood up
and declared that Indonesian
development was just for show and
did nothing for the people, sparking
a wave of anti-Indonesian comments from the bitter audience. The
military speaker then asked the
crowd if they would prefer to return
East Timor to the theater of war of
the mid- to late-seventies. Expecting a no, he was answered with a
resounding YES!
The Javanese behave like archetypical colonialists. They complain about having to live in East
Timor, they claim that the local
people are brutish and backward
and have to be civilized by them.
Few of the thousands of Javanese
migrants aspire to settle in East
Timor. Many are here to make a
'quick killing' and return to Java.
They can be heard reminiscing
about their mother country. how
great and beautiful it is and how
they can't wait to leave this
wretched place to get back to
Yogyakarta or Malang. But

Javanese colonialism is different
from European colonialism in that
ironically Indonesia was fighting
fiercely for its own right to .selfdetermination not so long ago.
Like most colonial states, Indonesia denies the public a right to
choose a govenunent of their own,
tries to silence opposition through a
wide array of violent and intimidatory tactics, and publicly
refuses to recognise that there is any
problem. Indonesia's propaganda
and its attempts to portray East
Tim<X" as a happy and secure
province contrast starkly with
reality.
Travelling through East Timor
in a bus recently I was asked by a
Javanese ~an what I thought of the
province, its roads and development. To avoid being hassled I gave
a typical East Timorese answer,
that everything was great. One imagines that the colonizers need
praise and reassurance to assuage
their underlying guilt. My answer
was greeted with a broad smile and
the comment, 'there are no bad
people in Indonesia. mister'. Little
did he know that just before, I had
overheard him in the back of the bus
asking the question to two young
Timorese bus conductors he had
summoned over.
Because of their precarious
position in their own country, the
Tim<X"ese had to be much m<X"e
crawly than me. They gave lengthy
assurances about how much they
loved
Indonesia
and
'development', and ended, 'we are
good now, we have come to our
senses.' The Tim<X"ese, myself and
the Javanese man all realized this
was too overacted to be believable.
The man had no broad smile for the
Timorese after they answered. Instead he said that if they even
thought of participating in pro-independence rallies when the Portuguese delegation arrived, 'we
would have no qualms about
wiping you all out - until there are
no more Timorese left'. The two
youths nodded thoughtfully and

were told they could get back to
their positions.
Initially this casual threat to
wipe out the T.imorese sounded a
bit over the top. However, Indonesia has already wiped out a
third of the population and shows
minimal respect for those remaining. One could imagine that if the
Timorese really began to threaten
Indonesia's vested political and
economic interests, they may quite
easily decide to launch another
wave of genocide against the
Timorese people. After all, the
destruction of whole races has occurred in other parts of the world,
including among Australia's indigenous peoples. Whether total
genocide occurs in East Timor or
not depends not only on the
(remarkably powerful} will of the
East Timorese people, but also on
the will of humanity of us all.

Dili,
3 November 1991
t has been a tense past two weeks
in East Ttmor. A kind of lull
before the storm has prevailed as
Timorese prepare themselves for the
visit of the Portuguese pari.Janlentary
delegation. scheduled to have started
tomorrow. Some saw the visit as a
first step towards a referendum in
East Timor, some hoped the P<X"tuguese would somehow help bring
about immediate independence
while others saw the visit as a longawaited opportunity for an uprising
against the Indonesian occupiers.
After 15 years of integration with
lndones1a. and all the methods the
Indonesians have used to persuade
the Timorese to accept their rule,
everyone here seems to have roughly
the same aspiration for inde-

I

pendence.
Y oulhs in Dili and in other

towns in East Timor have been
secretly painting pro-independence
banners, organizing demonstrations and, as many have admitted to
me, preparing to die for their people
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if the Indonesians try to stop them.
Timorese of all ages and walks of

life have been signed up to be on the
list of interviewees for this Portuguese fact-finding mission. Considering that talking to any
foreigners about the situation in
East Timor is risky. there are
surprisingly large numbers who
have decided to take the plunge and
talk to the Portuguese when they
come.
The Indonesians too have been
preparing for the visit, launching an
intense campaign of intimidation
and rounding up Timorese for
public lectures where they are
threatened with imprisonment <X"
death if they dared to speak up.
Freshly-dug mass execution sites
have been discovered throughout
East Timor, perhaps another
method of intimidating the locals
into silence. The Timorese church
has also come under heavy military
surveillance for its role in helping
the people prepare for the visit. The
Indonesian discomfort with the
church was epitomized by its early
morning attack on the Motael
church last Monday. Moreover, an
all out campaign was launched by
the military to capture and kill resistance leader Xanana Gusmao so as
to deny the Portuguese the opportunity to meet with this much
revered figure.
However, less than a week
before the delegation was supposed
to arrive, news started flltcring in
that the Portuguese were not coming. Hearts sank. People cannot
believe it. The dissappointment
here today is not only the deflating
of many high expectations but,
more worrying still, the indefinite
delay gives the Indonesian military
the perfect opportunity to eliminate
all those Timorese who had exposed their identity while preparing
for the visit.
In the past month or so,
Timorese have been taking extraordinary risks organizing among
themselves in anticipation of the
arrival of the delegation. They

claimed that any risk they took was
w<X'th it because the visit offered
them so much hope. And they were
banking on placing themselves on a
security list held by the Poouguese

which would guarantee them
(under UN agreements) freedom
from persecution if they spolce up.
But now the visit is off and the
Timorese are again in the all-too

familiar position of being defenseless from arbitrary arrest, maltreatment or even death.+

East Tintor and
the Indonesian NGOs
In this artide, DR HERB
FEITH, a well-known
Australian scholar of Indonesia and pea~ activist,
explores the implications of
the recent East Timor killing§ for Indonesian NGOs
who have traditionally been
wary of the ~e.
ne likely consequence of
Tuesday's massacre in Dill is
·
that Indonesians outside the
govenunent will be thinking about
East Timor in new ways.
The statement of Armed Services chief Try Sutrishno that "not
more than 50" were killed in the
shooting outside the Santa Cruz
cemetary sent powerful shockwaves through the community of
politically conscious Indonesians.
Comparisons were immediately
drawn with a major episode in the
Indonesian political history of the
1980s, when soldiers killed something like.60 people in suppressing
a Muslim demonstration in
Jakarta's port of Tanjong Priok in

O

1984.
Much of the Indonesian discussion of what happened in Dili on
Tuesday focuses on the murky
world of army factionalism .
Granted that intelligence opera:
tions are a central dimension of Indonesian politics, theories abound

on who and what military faction
was "behind" the massacres, who
was trying to provoke and discredit
whom. Many of them are theories
involving contenders for the succession to President Soeharto.
But Tuesday's shootings have
also been generating a lot of new
thinking about the relevance of East
Timor to the struggle or democracy
in Indonesia.
Many Indonesians - especially
in the media. the universities, the
professions and the non-government organizations - are aware for
the fJISt time that Soeharto's
government has a major problem
on its hands in East Timor.

Censorship and the Scarcity
ofInformation
East Timor is a subject on which
censorship of Indonesia's domestic
media has always been especially
tight. That has made it almost impossible for all but a handful of
people outside the territory to work
out what is happening there.
Over the last five years I have
had frequent conversations with
Indonesians critical of their government, especially academics, students, journalists and other
professionals, and their perceptions
of East Timor have often puzzled
me.
A small group of them, people
associated with human rights organizations, are vivdly aware of the
violence which pervades East
Timor, the extraordinary intensity

of repression and resistance there.
Some of them have contacts with
East Timorese students studying at
universities in Java. Many of them
have worked East Timor into their
strategies for democratization.
These people have engaged in
highly courageous protest in the
last few days. Some of them have
taken the issue of the massacre to
the Indonesian parliament.
But outside that small group the
tendency has been to see East
Timor as a problem of relatively
minor importance. Many of the
people I talked to seemed to be
SW]>rised that outsiders, and
Australians in particular, are so
preoccupied with the issue.
They seemed to see East Timor
as no more than another small,
remote, backward province. I got
the impression that they regard its
problems of poverty and abuses of
military power as all too similar to
problems in other parts of the Outer
Islands.
This week's events and what
happens in the next few weeks may
well change a lot of that.
Democracy-minded Indonesians
who see a clear benefit to themselves from the worldwide pressure
for governments to respect human
rights and take legal norms seriously will be paying a lot more attention to East Timor henceforth.
Moreover, they will be doing so
with a new awareness that the
government's decisions about what
to do in East Timor - and how to
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handle the international consequences of what it does there could affect them tbemselves, that
they could threaten Indonesia· s
limited advances of the last few
years towards a more open and constitutional politics.

NGOs tWl their Leaders
One group of Indonesian reformists who have long been well- inConned on East Timor- but hitherto
reluctant to push the issue - are the
leaders of Indonesia's proliferating
group of non- government organizations: environmental and
legal aid bodies. village uplift,
educational and village development bodies.
The leaders of these organizations are political sophistic:ues.
widely travelled people with excellent knowledge of the pressures the
Soeharto government faces from
the outside world, especially on issues to how human righlS issues can
affect the flow of aid.
In recent years they have
benefited from the active sympathy
of Holland's Foreign Aid Minister
Jan Pronk. the chairman of IGGI,
the Inter Governmental Group on
Indonesia, which coordinates the
flow of aid to Indonesia from Japan
and a large group of Western
countries including Australia.
Prank visits Indonesia frequently
and always spends time with people
from the NGOs.

He is also an active patron of the
International Non-Governmental
Forum on Indonesia, a body established by Dutch non-government
groups in 1985 to fashion joint
monitoring of the w<rt of IGGI by
Indonesian NGOs and NGOs from
the outside world.
Why is it that the leaders of
Indonesia's non-governmental organizations have been wary of the
issue of East Timor? They have
been critical on various other issues
- often quite forcefully though the
tone is usually polite - but not on
that one.
One reason certainly is that
anny officers have told them that
East Timor is a security issue, one
on which they will not tolerate critical discussion.
But another important aspect is
that the NGO leaders have found it
difficult so far to fonnulate a consensual position.

What con they say on Eo.s1
Timor?
For them, as for so many other
people in the polite opposition, the
East Timor problem has been in the
too-hard basket Their problem is
the linkage between East Timor and
such other places as West Irian or
West Papua and Acheh in Northern
Sumatra. If self-detennination is
accorded to one of these. why not
to the others?
It is not easy to see what people

..tlinua MtMIItl1 1991:11 (12) Pag• 39

like this can recommend to their
government which will not leave
them vulnerable to the charge that
they are unravelling the unity of the
country.
But in a post-Cold War world,
in which UN authority is growing
and peace-making is being pursued
successfully in many parts of the
world, often with discreet help from
conflict resolution specialists from
academic and other institutions, the
problem is by no means insuperable.
One approach they may opt for
is to urge the government to go back:
to the options which were canvassed when it negotiated with the
Timorese guerrillas in March 1983.
Those were clandestine negotiations. But they led to a ceasefue
which lasted for three months.
Whatever the NGO leaders advocate, as regards either processes
or outcomes, they will find a range
of useful arguments to do with
Indonesia's good name in the
world.
Indonesia has recently been
both active and successful in seeking coveted positions in international organizations. It managed to
get itself a seat on the UN Commission on Human Rights. Its Manpower Minister was recently
elected to the Chainnanship of the
International Labor Organization.
Moreover last month's meeting
of the Foreign Ministers of the NonAligned Movement agreed that Indonesia
would
host
the
Movement's 1992 summit meeting. That means that President
Soeharto will then assume the
Movement·s chairmanship.
AU those achievements could
be imperilled, the refonnist critics
will argue, if Tuesday's crackdown
in Dili is followed by intensified
repression.
. After last Tuesday they will be
developing those arguments with a
vivid new sense of how their own
fate is connected with that of the
Timorese.+

Notes on East Timor
On November 12, 1991 , between 19 and
ISO people were reported killed and
hundreds more injured " ·hen Indonesian
troops opened fire into a peaceful
memorial service at a cemetary in Dili, East
Timor. The procession was held to mourn
a 16-yearold East Timorese youth who had
been killed two weeks earlier by right- wing
East Timorese )·ouths who many claimed
had been armed b)' the military.
Among those killed on November 12
was a Malaysian student, KAI\IAL
AHMAD BAMADHAJ, who was enrolled
in the University of New South \Vales, Sydney. Kamal had gone to East Timor to work
on behalf of the Australian nongovernmental development agency, Community Aid Abroad.
Below we reproduce the last few entries
in his diaf)·. These diary notes reveal his
sophisticated understanding, sensitivity,
courage and especially love for people.
Together with his parents and 10\ed
ones, we mourn the death of Kamal and
condemn his, and the other senseless killings.

Dili, East Timor
29 October 1991

T

en youths wallow in a cell
waiting f<X" their next session
of beatings anrl slashings from

razor blades as they recall their
'companieros' , Sebastian, who
yesterday was added to the ever increasing toll of brutal deaths in East
Timor. Sebastian was one of the
many youths staying overnight at
Motael OnJtCh, Dill, when it was

attacked by Indonesian forces yesterday.
The attack began at midnight
when plainclothes soldiers began
stoning the church. The church
grounds were surrounded by armed
troops who fmally invaded the
continued on page 36••.
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