


THE UMNO GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

The Umno General As
sembly from November 8 to 
10 was not unlike a well-or
chestrated performance 
that diverted the attention 
of not only the 1,750-
delegates, but that or the en
tire nation (momentarily at 
least), from real ~ues such 
as inflation, urban poverty, 
national unity, environmen
tal deterioration, to name a 
few. Vociferous attacks 
upon the Rulers, the 
Malaysian Bar Council and 
morespecifically,Tengku 
Razaleigh Hanuah, in
vaded the headlines and the 
minds of delegates and the 
public to the exdusion of 
other more important is
sues. AM tries its best to 
fathom the real ~ues. 
Below is the result of our at
tempt. 

TH 
I

t is not s\D'I)rising that the recently 
concluded UMNO General As
sembly criticised the Sultans. 
The cue came from the UMNO 

President's opening address. He 
made reference to the unethical 
conduct of Malay Rulers in an ear
lier period. It is now quite clear -

based upon the experiences of the 
last four or five General As
semblies - that the issues which 
UMNO delegates choose to high
light in their speeches are often 
guided by the Presidential address. 

There have also been a number 
of incidents in the last few months 
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s 
involving Sultans and their Mentris 
Besar which had brought to the fore 
issues such as the Palace's involve
ment in business and its inter
ference in political and 
administrative matters. 

In this connection, we should 
also remember that in last year's 



The Sultan of Johor mMta the fgkyat; 

are clearly out of their 
jurndiction. The appoint
ment of senior govern
ment officers at 
state-level, for instance, 
should be left to the 
relevant . administrative 
hierarchy. Neither should 
Rulers get involved in the 
appointment of State Ex
ecutive Councillors. This 
is the prerogative of the 
Mentri Besar. 

Sul1an AzJan Shah • installed Yang Dipertuan 
Agong: 

Even more serious 
however is the involve
ment of a number of 
Rulers in business. Over 
the years it has become 
widely known within sec
tions of the Malaysian 
public that certain Sultans 
own companies, acquire 
business licences, bid for 
contracts, sometimes 
through proxies. They ex
pect as a matter of right to 
be allocated choice pieces 
of land, to be presented 
with the best and most 
beautiful houses in new 
housing projects, to be be
stowed with lucrative 
shares in the stock market. 
They are involved, it is al
leged, in all sorts of busi
ness activities ranging 
from construction and 
property development to 
tourism and wholesale 
trade. 

Dr M's political •tyle hM steered 1he spotlight on What had reallY 
the Rul4n, w.r1s ..ct pim~ notwiths1anding. angered UMNO 

General Assembly a resolution was 
adopted advising the Sultans to ad
here strictly to their constitutional 
roles. The UMNO-cum- govern
ment leadership was requested to 
meet with the Rulers to discuss the 
issue. This year's Assembly wanted 
to know whether that resolution had 
been implemented or not 

It is true that even after the last 
Assembly, certain Sultans have 
continued to meddle in areas that 

delegates is that in many 
of these business ven

tures, the Rulers work hand-in
glove with Chinese entrepreneurs 
who because of their royal link 
have a decisive edge over their 
Malay counterparts. There have 
been instances where Malays at
tempting to gain a foothold in cer
tain enterprises have been pushed 
aside by Chinese businessmen who 
have the backing of some Palace or 
other. 

The UMNO Assembly viewed 
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this unholy alliance between the 
Sultans and what was described as 
the 'Kapitan Cina' as a frontal at
tack upon the government's at
tempt to nurture a Malay 
commercial and industrial com
munity. In the thinking of the As
sembly, it undermined the Malay 
economy. It jeopardised the 
economic future of the Malays. 
Equally important, it brought back 
unpleasant memories of how in an 
earlier era, Malay Rulers had, un
wittingly perhaps, sold Malay land 
and mining rights to Chinese tow
kays, the Kapitan Cina, and in the 
process weakened the economic 
position of the community. 

On reflection. if there is any one 
issue which can undermine the very 
existence of the monarchical sys
tem itself it is this: the feeling 
among the Malays that the Sultans 
are collaborating with rich Chinese 
to the detriment of an economically 
weak Malay community. This sort 
of ethnic perception, if it becomes 
widespread, can easily explode into 
communal anger. For at the root of 
it are not just ethnic fears but also a 
powerful, if unspoken, feeling of 
betrayal - betrayal by that one in
stitution from which the Malay 
community has, historically at 
least, always sought protection. 

This is why the Rulers should 
make amends before it is too late. 
'fhe Federal Constitution prohibits 
the Yang di Pertuan Agong from 
holding any office of profit or being 
actively engaged in any commer
cial enterprise. State Constitutions 
have similar provisions. 

In any case, regardless of what 
constitutions say, it is morally 
wrong of our constitutional 
monarchs to be involved in busi
ness, whether directly or indirectly. 
It is demeaning. It is degrading. It 
diminishes their dignity and the 
dignity of the office they occupy. It 
is the sort of abuse of power which 
will erode any esteem which the 
people may have for our Rulers. In 
this regard, our Sultans should also 
refrain from interfering in political 



· or administrative matters which are 
outside their authority. This is yet 
another form of abuse of power 
which will cause the rakyat to lose 
all respect for our Sultans. 

Constitutional monarchs, in 
most other places, our Rulers 

should do well to remember, stay 
away from business. They observe 
constitutional norms in relation to 
the political and administrative sys
tem which obtains in their country. 
In Japan, for instance, the Emperor, 
the Empress, the Crown Prince and 

other key members of the 
Imperial family are very 
strict about non-involve
ment in business. This is 
also true of the Swedish, 
Norwegian, Danish and 
Dutch monarchies. These 
Rulers and their families 
live within the royal al
lowances provided by the 
State. Indeed, their al
lowances are discussed 
and debated in Parlia
ment. There is close 
public scrutiny of the con
duct of most West 
European monarchs and 
their families. This is the 
way it should be in a con
stitutional monarchy. 

It is good that in 
Malaysia today there is 
greater public scrutiny of 
the conduct of our Rulers 
than at any time in the 
past. Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad's political 

machinations and his political style 
are partly responsible for this. By 
turning the spotlight on the Rulers 
- it began with the Constitutional 
Crisis of 1983 - he has revealed 
their warts and pimples to the 
Malaysian public. He has also, in a 

U11N0 big gurw 18ugh ..._ ... ~ 8CidreM: UMNO ...._. muat Nfonn ~first belore 1IMy try 1o Nform 
the Ruler&. 



their warts and pimples to the 
Malaysian public. He has also, in a 
sense, emboldened UMNO mem
bers, in particular, and the 
Malaysian public, in general, to 
such an extent that they are now 
prepared to question Rulers who 
were once regarded as sacrosanct. 

But even without Mahathir and 
the Constitutional Crisis, a certain 
degree of open questioning was in
evitable especially with the rise and 
expansion of the Malay middle
class. It is significant that in most 
monarchical systems, it is in the 
growth of the middle-class which 
leads to tension and conflict with 
the aristocratic elite. This is be
cause as the middle-class rein
forced by education, status and 
mobility seeks a greater political 
and economic role for itself, it in
variaqly comes into conflict with 
the amtocratic elite which hitherto 
would have enjoyed unchallenged 
power and privilege. 

For the aristocracy in Malaysia, 
specifically the Sultans, this chal
lenge from the Malay middle-class 
has been particularly difficult for 
two reasons. ONE, since the con
cept and more important, the prac
tice of constitutional monarchy is 
not the product of the indigenous 

historical and cultural evolution, 
most Sultans are not always able to 
appreciate the limits of their power 
and authority. Besides, as a result of 
centuries of feudal rule, the rakyat 
had, for a long while, perceived 
their Sultans as sacral, almost 
divine personalities. For the Sul
tans, this perception, added to their 
own perceptions of the rakyat as 
subjects who should be unquestion
ingly loyal to them, constituted a 
major psychological impediment to 
a proper understanding of their role 
as constitutional monarchs. To this 
day, some of them have not really 
understood what it really means to 
be a Ruler whose power is derived 
from a Constitution which rests 
upon the sovereignty of the people. 

• TWO, the Rulers have also not 
adjusted to the phenomenal growth 
of the power of the Malay middle
class expressed through UMNO's 
overwhelming political pre
eminence. It is through UMNO's 
political pre-eminence that the 
Malay middle-class hopes to ac
quire substantial economic power. 
It does not want the Sultans -be
cause of their self-interest - to 
hamper the pursuit of its goals. 

What this means is that in seek
ing to curb and control the Rulers, 
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UMNO and the Malay middle-class 
are not totally altruistic. ·It is the 
enhancement and expansion of 
their own power which is the 
motivating force. This explains 
why some of the delegates were 
particularly incensed by the fact 
that Rulers were competing against 
them- aspiring Malay businessmen 
- for tenders. It was no coincidence 
that a couple of the most vocal 
delegates were those who have 
been pedalling political influence 
in order to acquire and accumulate 
economic wealth. 

Indeed, some of the allegations 
hurled at the Sultans by certain 
UMNO delegates can very well be 
thrown back at UMNO leaders 
themselves. If it is wrong for a 
Ruler to interfere in political mat
ters, it is equally wrong for a 
Federal Minister or a State Execu
tive Councillor to exert political 
pressure upon civil servants to un
dertake activities which are meant 
to serve party interests and nothing 
else. This has been happening for a 
long time and gets very bad during 
elections. It constitutes blatant 
absue of power. 

Similarly, if it is wrong for 
Rulers to be involved in business, it 
is equally wrong for Cabinet M · t
stersorStateExecutiveCowl Jrs 
to be involved in business. Lt c the 
Rulers whom they criticise, they 
too have nominees and proxies. 
Political leaders holding public of
fice have also been known to allo
cate land to their own companies, 
(even if they are under someone 
else's name) to bid for contracts, to 
apply for licences, to set up joint 
ventures with local or foreign 
entrepreneurs. Sometimes, these 
political leaders have close busi
ness ties with their Rulers. When 
they are all sharing the pie, there is 
happiness all around! 

This shows thatabuseofpower, 
the lack of integrity, which is the 
root problem, is not confmed to a 
particular category of people. It is a 
problem which exists at all levels 
and in all sectors of our society and 



which from the UMNO Plesidenfs 
speech at the recent UMNO As
sembly is obviously getting worse. 
This is why we must eliminate 
abuse of power before it eliminates 
all that is precious and beautiful in 
our society. But we cannot 
eliminate abuse of power if we are 

also guilty of it. 
In other words, UMNO leaders 

will not be able to reform the Sul
tans if they are not prepared to 
reform themselves. Neither can the 
Sultans reform the rakyat unless 
they are prepared to fl.I'St reform 
themselves. Indeed, no social 

reformer will be able to reform 
society unless he is willing to 
reform himself. 

'Change yourself before you try 
to change others' is an ancient piece 
of advice which will remain true till 
the end of time. 0 

Assembly was that party eliteS were more anxious 
about bow they could COntiMe 10 enjoy a lizeable 
piece of the economic pie. or with enlarJing their 
share of it. MoreOver, the Assembly dlaiiman and 
those posturing onstlge did liltle to rechannel Che 
debalc eo roore ~ iJsucs. 1beir gleeful 
Ia~~. so faithfuUy copied in lhe papers tbe next 
day. Will more than enough to open the floodgates 
to ~do issues. As such, Umno !eiders and Mini~ 
sters escaped having to answer on issues dlll would 
~uirc more substance lhan jokes, insults and al
legatioM. Oilier ""benefiCiarieS .. of the Assembly's 
temponry obsession with Ute RUlers and lhe 
lawyers 'WfiiR dle DAP, enviroomenlal and social 
JI'OUP' 1114 tllo Presi Who llad ia abe past beea lhe 
lq)lels vicda of lhc typhoOn 01 wonll. 

AlinJnMonlhlyl991:11 (II) Pag~6 



SUBDUED C0MMUNAL CHEST BEATING 
A highpoint of lhe Assembly 
was perhaps the presence of the 
Sabah delegates, a number ci 
whom werenon-MOslims, incliJd;. 
iD& Christians. Aitbouah there .-c 
already a handful of 11a:Us and 
Eiirisians in Umno, the atte. 
danCe of the larJe nuinber of non
Muslim Sabahans is stiD an im
portant milestone in Umno's his
tory. Their entry into abe party 
indicates that Umno is not solely 
for Malays and Muslims. The 
party has taken the step of amend
ing a line in its anthem from AnaJc 
Melayu to Rumpun Melayu. II is 

hoped that a more multi-ethnic 
line of lhinting will develop 
within the pa1y in the years to 
come. 

To its ciedit this year, the com
munal drums did not beaa that 
vociferously as in pn!vious As
semblies. There wa leis of a '"Us 
vs n.em .. sort of talk. The usual 
communal passions appeared to 
have been combusted into self
righlcous outrase against the Sul
tans and laWyers. But many 
freedom loving Malaysians were 
stiD shocked to see wild-eyed 
delegates c.aiUng for membezs of 

die Bar' to be put behind bars 
without trials. It was frightening 
to find that many potential dic
tators amongst us. II ~ also 
ironic ~ see party leaders and 
members welcome with such 
warmth a Chrisaian Sabahan 
wearing the lladit.ional Kadazan 
Mld&ear with the ~led 
"a'OSI" that had offended Mus
lims throughout the country when 
tbey saw it on the pincely head of 
Tengk_y RaZalcigh in October 
1990.0 

HOGGING THE MEDIA 
0 

ne could not help but agree with the Minister 
of Information who defended the extensive 
coverage of the Assembly on television as 

being "necessary" as the proceedings were useful to 
the public. However, when the coverage is only for one 
particular party then it assumes overtones of bias, 
partiality and even 
abuse of power. Apart 
from hogging the news 
niaJltly, there were live 
telecasts and special 
round-ups everyday. 
No similar coverage by 
TV3 or RTM is ac
corded other Barisan 

Nasional parties, not to mention the Opposition. 
The print media was as equally carried away. 

The New Straits Times, was perhaps the most 
entranced for reports of the final day of the proceed
ings went onto seven pages of which a fair amount 
of columns concerned tirades against the Rulers and 

the lawyers. The proceedings even over
shadowed the current Parliamentary sittings, 
which were lucky to get a page of news or 
less each day. As they say, the writing is on 
the wall, or rather the screen -Pari iament has 
been upstaged as the supreme symbol of 
power. The real power appears to lie in the 
Cabinet - and Umno. 0 
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As in Parliament, one sure 
way for a delegate to find his or 
her way into the news (apart from 
launching attacks on popular 
scapegoats of the day) is to say or 
do or ridiculous. 

Dr ..... "Supenlllr", Artwelw. 
"good-b*lng" Md Rllfidah 
(llbove) w. "aombong": The 
deieglltM focuMd on style....,_ 
....... t.18nee. 

UMNO "STARS" 
These range from stale jokes, 
which draw raucous laughter 
anyway, to naughty innuendoes. 
This year though, remarks which 
drew delighted laughter and ap
plause, included outright adula
tion, flattery and sycophancy for 
selected "Stars" ofUmno. Anwar 
Ibrahim was complimented on his 
so<alled good looks. An adulat
ing delegate said he stood out 
from among the other Finance 
Ministers during the Meeting of 
Asean Finance Ministers, but did 
not say whether the Minister also 
shone as brightly in terms of 
capability. 

Dr Mahathir was eulogised as 
a "Superstar". Every movement 
of his was carefully recorded, 
from his more ponderous mo
ments to his shopping trips at the 
bazaar outside the hall. Reporters 
even calculated how much he 
spent and what he bought. A 

FALLING STAR 

delegate even went to the extent 
of describing him as "cun" (hand
some) and "terancam" (irresistab
Iy) dashing. Another "Star" was 
the Menteri Besar of Selangor 
whose daily attire of the Baju 
Melayu became an event much
awaited by the media and the 
Wanita delegates. 

Radifah Aziz, who is super in 
the way she handles her work, was 
not so lucky as her male col
leagues. She was accused of being 
"sombong" because she had 
refused to entertain party col
leagues during office hours. The 
overwhelming attention on physi
cal appearances is shallow to say 
the least. Delegates, despite inces
sant talk about Vision 2020, could 
not seem to see beyond the out
ward trappings, going for looks 
rather than depth, style rather than 
substance. 0 

T
he villain of the Assembly was Wldoubtedly 
Tengku RazaJeigh Hamzah. No aspect of his 
person was left unscathed. He was villified 

from his personal life to his political past and ~t. 
(It is really not easy being a blue-blood these days). 
The more serious allegations against him came from 
none other than the party president (one of several 
other cues from the presidential speech). He was al
leged to have promised, as the then Finance Minister, 
$800 million and a banking licence to Selangor Umno 
delegates for endorsement of certain positions in the 
Supreme CoWlCil. He allegedly gave licences to 
operate finance finns to all State Malay Olambers of 
Commerce and he abused his position by giving on the 
spot grants to gain popularity. 

Minister or even the ACA against such blatant cor
ruption. Surely there were a few clean and honest 
people among those whom the then Minister must 
have approached and who should have felt morally 
compelled to report the matter to the A CA. Instead, 
the bird has flown the cage (and the finance com
panies have most probably gone under receiver
ship). Even more shocking was the revelation that 
such practices are still going on for the PM said: 
"Sadly, there are people who accept this practice 
and are willing to continue with it. There are 
Government servants and party leaders who prefer 
this approach". If there are any party Ministers and 
leaders still indulging in such corrupt practices, then 
they ought to be investigated immediately instead 
of waiting until they have joined the Opposition. o . It is shocking that nothing was done by the Prime 
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Economy 

ANOTHER ORDINARY 
BUDGET 

Anwar's Budget fails to tackle 
fundamental economic issues 

Inspite of some positive 
measures, the 1992 Budget, 
by and large had failed to 
offer anything out of the or
dinary. According to AND... 
NETTO, it did not add~ 
the major structural weak
nesses of the Malaysian 
economy. 

A
nother year, another Budget. 
The only difference this time 
was that it was Finance Min

ister Anwar Ibrahim's maiden 
Budget speech. Many had been wait
ing with bated bn:all1 10 see if he had 
anything new to offer. In the event, it 
proved to be a fairly lame, predictable 
budget which failed to address some 

of the more fundamental issues af
fecting the Malaysian economy. 

PREDICI'ABIE 
RESPONSE 

Even the responses were pre
dictable. "Businessmen, profes
sionals, trade unionists and the 
man-in-the-street today gave all
round approval to the Budget 
proposals saying that it was 'fair' to 
the people besides increasing the 
nation's competitiveness in inter
national trade." Sounds familiar? 
No, that was not a newspaper report 
on this year's Budget. Actually, 
that was a report on last year's 
Budget extracted from The New. 
Straits Times dated 15 December 
1990! One wonders whether these 
newspapers simply reproduce word 
for word the previous year's com
ments from the "man-in-the-

t-FLA T10N ON YHE RISE: Food pricee havelncreeeed JMrt(edly. 
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street". 
"A good Budget for all the 

people," commented MCA presi
dent Dr Ling Liong Sik this time 
around. One sceptic who has heard 
it all before asked, "Tell me, in 
which year wasn't it a 'people's 
Budget'?" 

POSn'WE MEASURES 
Looking at the Budget objec

tively though, there were a few 
positive measures which must be 
commended. 

Expenditure on education was 
increased by 20%. This augurs well 
for the creation of a well educated 
and progressive society. 

Cigarettes and alcohol were 
again the main targets. Import 
duties on these items were in
creased substantially while a new 
excise duty was imposed. This will 

help in some way to dis
coW"age these habits al
though the airing of 
cigarette advertisements 
on TV sort of defeats the 
purpose. 

The ceiling on the tax 
exemption on interest in
come earned from savings 
accounts was raised from 
$5,000 to $50,000. This 
will encourage savings 
and provide a little relief 
to those in the low income 
group, whilst at the same 
time slightly reduce infla
tionary pressure. How
ever, it will not benefit the 
very poor who are unlike-



ly to have more than $5,000 in the 
bank. 

The additional tax relief for the 
disabled and the handicapped is a 
positive move although much more 
can be done to ease their plight. 

PIONEER SI'ATUS 
A more selective approach to 

the awarding of pioneer status and 
100% tax holidays has been 
adopted. From now on, the govern
ment will give preference to inves
tors who commit themselves to 
capital intensive and high technol
ogy investments in the country. The 
Ministry of International Trade and 
Industry is in the process of for
mulating the criteria for eligibility 
for the tax holiday. One hopes that 
environmental protection, the 
readiness to transfer technology at 
all levels and the right to fonn trade 
unions will be among the important 
criteria to be included. 

UNEMPWYMENT 
The unemployment rate 

dropped to 5.6% in 1991 from 6% 
last year- a very encouraging trend 
achieved mainly due to the growth 
in the manufacturing sector. How
ever, because of our very liberal 
approach to foreign investment in 
the country. the unemployment rate 
remains highly sensitive to the 
economic health of the countries of 
origin of these foreign investors 
and the international economic sys
tem. This is especially true in the 
case of US electronics companies 
operating in Malaysia. A prolonged 
recession in the US can lead to mas
sive retrenchments in the local 
electronics industry like what hap
pened in Penang in the mid
eighties. 

THE POOR 
Plans by Bank Negara to make 

it easier for those in the low- in
come group to get housing loans 
should be welcomed. But some
thing has got to be done about 
spiralling interest rates. 

House buyers will also be able 

c.ing society? Arttltw'• budget 
provlct. tor $35 tor MCh ct.titute 
MaJ-v-lan. 

to withdraw up to 10% of the cost 
of the house from their EPF 
savings. This will go a long way in 
helping the low-income group real
ize their dreams of owning their 
own houses. For the very poor, 
however, all this is not going to 
mean very much. It has become 
virtually impossible to fmd decent 
'low- cost' houses or apartments 
which cost less than $25,000. A 
recent newspaper report featured 
the plight of many homeless work
ing Malaysians who rough it out in· 
the open at Merdelca Square be
cause they cannot afford proper 
homes. What more the unemployed 
and those living in estates?! H we 
cannot provide such basic neces
sities to everyone living in our land 
ofabundance, then we have no right 
to call ourselves a caring society. 

· Anwar's proposed allocation of 
$128 miUion for the hard-core poor • 
is grossly inadequate. Assuming a 
poverty rate of 20% of the popula
tion, this works out to be only $35 
per person. Come on, surely a 
couple of grandiose projects can be 
scrapped and the money channelled 
to alleviate the plight of the poorest 
of the poor. Aren't we supposed to 
be a caring society? 
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FOOD PRODUCTION AND 
INFlATION 

Related to this idea of creating 
a more self-reliant economy which 
would be unaffected by external 
market factors is the concept of 
being self-sufficient in food. Thus, 
it is heartening to note that fruit 
outp~t increased by 11% in 1991 
while aquaculture production rose 
6%. 

But much more needs to be 
done. It is worth noting that the 
price of rice increased by 5% in 
1991, fruits and vegetables by I 0% 
and fish by 12%. The explanation 
given was that this was "the result 
of reduced supplies in the domestic 
economy due to poor weather con
ditions and other difficulties related 
to production". It is safe to assume 
that an increase in the prices of 
basic foodstuffs will lead to an in
crease in our national inflation rate. 

A concerted effort must be 
made to boost the production of 
basic foodstuffs. The government 
should come up with a master-pian 
to ensure our self-reliance in food. 

PRJV ATIZATION AND 
INFlATION 

One of the issues which Anwar 
failed to address in depth was the 
whole concept of privatization. 
"Privatization will be one of the 
main policies to reduce the 
government's financial burden and 
to make our economy more com
petitive," said Anwar. All very 
well, but what about the people's 
financial burden, if one may ask? 

Until now, privatization has 
merely meant the transfonnation of 
giant statutory and public utility 
agencies into enormous private mo
nopolies. How can the economy be 
more competitive when there is 
nothing to provide competition for 
the likes of Tenaga Nasional, 
Telekom and the Postal Depart
ment? While making massive 
profits - in some cases in excess of 
$500 million a year - they wish to 
further burden the people by in-



LOCAL RAW 
MATERW..S 

The removal of tax in
centives for manufaC
turers using indigenous 
raw materials is a step in 
the wrong direction. This 
incentive was originally 
given to encourage the 
downstream processing 
of Malaysian raw 
materials into finished 
products. The rationale 
for its removal is difficult 
to fathom. The 
withdrawal of this incen
tive is likely to have a 
major impact on the tax 
bills of manufacturers 
who purchase a great deal 
of local raw materials. 

A NEW LOOK AT PRIVAT1ZA110N IS IN ORDER: From public utiUty ag~nciee Into huge 
private monopo ... ia no lmprovemlf'lt for the economy. 

DEFENCE 
SPENDING UP 

creasing their rates. Who is there to 
stop them? This, more than any
thing else, is creating enormous 
ioftationary pressures on the 
economy. Virtually every com
pany in Malaysia will find its cost 
of production increasing and this 
increase in cost will be passed on to 
the consumer as surely as night 
comes after day. The chaps in the 
Treasury and the Economic Plan
ning Unit must surely be aware of 
this. Anwar's Budget failed to 
recognize the impact of all these 
proposed hikes in rates on the na
tional inflation rate. 

In the case of Telekom, we had 
predicted that the people would end 
up paying more for telecom
munication charges in order to 
finance the construction of the $200 
million Menara Kuala Lumpur 
which is to be undertaken by a sub
sidiary of Telekom, Menara Kuala 
Lumpur Sdn Bhd. Now this has 
come true with the announcement 
of a proposed hike in telephone 
charges though, to be honest. we 
didn't expect it to happen so soon. 

But then again, with privatization 
like this anything is possible. 

As for the Postal Department, it 
is believed that the proposed in
crease in postal rates is designed to 
give a boost to the Department's 
profits prior to privati~tion. With 
massive profits to its name, it will 
indeed be an attractive counter for 
the public to subscribe. And with 
higher profits, the Postal Depart
ment will surely be able to com
mand a much higher initial offer 
price for the public to subcribe, 
thereby assuring itself of huge cash 
inflows from the sale of its shares. 

SERVICE TAX AND 
INFlATION 

The expansion of the service tax 

base to cover private hospitals, and 
legal, engineering and accounting 
firms and other consultancy ser
vices will result in a greater revenue 
for the government However, such 
a move is likely to aggravate infla
tion as companies are likely to pass 
on the additional costs incurred on 
S\ICh services to the end consumers. 
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In the face of a 
worldwide easing of ten

sions and the end of the Cold War, 
it is surprising that budgeted 
operating expenditure for defence 
should be increased by 13% to $2.8 
billion in 1992. A further $2 billion 
has been allocated for development 
expenditure in the security sector. 

HIGH DEBT SERVICING 
Debt servicing continues to take 

up a huge chunk ( 19%) of budgeted 
total expenditure. It remains a 
major source of concern. 
Malaysia's external debt is virtual
ly unchanged at $41 billion - high 
by any standards, although it has 
dropped to 33% of GNP compared 
to 38% last year. 

BONAN7A FOR THE RICH 
The exemption for interest in

come earned by individuals from 
corporate bonds issued by public 
listed companies (other than loan 
stocks convertible to equity) has 
been officially described as "an in
centive to save." However, the im
pact of this on savings is so 
negligible that it will have little ef-



feet on excess liquidity and infla
tionary pressure. What is disturbing 
is that this move is likely to benefit 
only the rich and the elites, includ
ing Ministers, who are the people 
most likely to be familiar with such 
bonds. It is safe to say that the man
in-the- street (the real ones, that is) 
and the poor haven't the slightest 
inkling what a corporate bond is! 

This bias in favour of the weal
thy is also clearly revealed in the 
proposal to abolish estate duty (a 
tax levied on the value of property 
which passes on the death of any 
person). At present. estates valued 
at more than $2 million - and 
remember, only the wealthy have 
estates worth more than $2 million 
- are liable to this tax. The new 
Budge( abolishes this duty. Why? 
To help the rich? 

WEAKER RINGGR' 
Despite a strong real Gross 

Domestic Product growth of 8.6% 
this year, the ringgit depreciated 
1.9% (officially) against other cur
rencies this year. The NST carried 
a misleading report captioned 
"Ringgit strengthens against some 
of the major currencies". As usual, 
this was far from the truth. Com
pared to the start of 1991, the 
ringgit actually weakened against 
most of the major currencies like 
the US dollar, the Australian doUar, 
the Canadian dollar, the Singapore 
dollar and the Japanese yen. What 
is surprising is that all these 
countries have GOP growth rates 
which are lower than Malaysia's. 
The only major currencies against 
which the ringgit strengthened was 
the pound sterling (because of the 
recession affecting the UK) and the 
German marie (because of the ad
verse effects of German reunifica
tion on the economy). So, what 
went wrong foc the ringgit? 

Perhaps, the answer lies in the 
$12 billion current account deficit. 
The official view is that there is no 
need for alann; according to this 
line, this is only a temporary 
phenomenon as capital and inter-

mediate goods need to be imported 
fJISt before goods can be produced 
for export. These exports are ex
pected to swing the current account 
balance back into the black within 
a few years. But a word of caution 
- as much of our investment is from 
foreign sources, we could eventual
ly see profits derived from these 
investments being repatriated to 
their countries of origin. Thus, our 
current account balance could be in 
the red foc a much longer period 
than expected. 

The fJISt seven months of 1991 
also saw our trade balance (dif
ference between exports and im
ports) suffering a deficit of $5.6 
billion compared with a surplus of 
$460 million attained in the cor
respondingperiod of 1990. In addi
tion, the surplus on our overall 
balance of payments has also 
dropped drastically from $5.4 bil
lion in 1990 to just $1.0 billion this 
year. 

The high external debt of the 
country. corruption and abuse of 
power could be among the other 
factors adversely affecting the 

PAIHNG FOR llN: Removing tax 
incentiv• tor locliii'IIW ll\lll.-ials is • 
step In the wrong direction. 
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strength of the ringgit. 

OUIWOK FOR 1992 
There are signs that the 

economy is heading for some tur
bulence in 1992. 

GOP growth is expected to drop 
to 8.5% in 1992 according to the 
Treasury's forecast. However, the 
Malaysian Institute of Economic 
Research had earlier projected a 
more pessimistic growth rate of 
6.5% for 1992. Nevertheless, the 
unemployment rate is projected to 
drop to 5.4% next year. 

Inflation is going to be a very 
serious problem. Tile rate in
creased from 3.1% in 1990 to 4.5% 
this year. In 1992, it is projected to 
go up to 5%. This appears to be a 
very optimistic projection. It is dif
ficult to see how inflation can be 
restricted to 5% when the price of 
just about everything (even Aliran 
Monthly!) is on the rise. 

The current accoWlt deficit too 
is expected to worsen to nearly 
$14 biUion in 1992 ($12 billion in 
1991). 

A lEI' DOWN 
The 1991 Budget was a let 

Elown in the sense that it failed to 
offer anything out of the ordinary. 
It did not address some of the major 
structural weaknesses of the 
Malaysian economy i.e. insuffi
cient food production and an over
reliance on foreign investment and 
the international economic system. 

It ignores the abuse of the 
privatization process that creates 
monopolies which rake in enor
mous profits. These monopolies arc 
allowed to increase their rates 
without proper justification thereby 
adding inflationary pressure on the 
economy. There was little attempt 
to alleviate the suffering faced by 
the very poor, the homeless and the 
aged. 

In short, this was a Budget 
which must have pleased the mid
dle class, the wealthy and the elites, 
judging from their enthusiastic 
response.+ 
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The ex-Lord PI'Mident: The tribunal 
1hat tried him WM improperly fonned. 

LET rTNOT BE 
FORGOTTEN 

Whatever the rights and wrongs 
of the controversy between the 

Government and the Bar Council, it is 
clear that the composition of the Tnoonal 
appointed to consider the case of the 
former Lord President was not in 
accordance with accepted practice and 
therefore faulty. This is not a matter of 
dispute, it is a matter of fact. 

A. CLARK 
JohorBaru 

NEED TO MONITOR 
RE-ARRESTS 

Recently,IGPHaniffOmaraskeda 
complainant to identify himself 

following an accusation that the police 
had abused a victim. Over the years, the 

present IGP has shown himself to be a 
caring and just person compared to many 
top officials in the civil service. I wonder 
whether he will mind clearing my 
long-standing suspicion of the Police. 

I read in the papers on several oc
casions about accused persons who had 
been freed by the courts only to be 
re-arrested later. I am aware that a per
son can be re-arrested if there are other 
cases pending which involve him, but 
is there a possibility of abuse? Is there 
an independent body to monitor these 
cases of re-arrest? Fairplay is the foun
dation of democracy. 

SIVA 
JohorBaru 

TREATSABAHANS 
WITH DIGNITY 

D r. Mahathir is misleading the 
public again. He said that 

Malaysia was formed through a 
referendum involving the people of 
Sabah, Sarawak and Peninsular Malaysia 
and that this was gazetted in the Federal 
Constitution which does not allow for any 
secession. He deliberately omitted 
Singapore. Nowhere in our history 
textbooks is it stated that the formation of 
Malaysia was through a referendum. 
There was only a Commission of Inquiry 
headed by Lord Cobbold called the 
Cobbold Commission. And only about 
4,0C() out of more than one million people 
appeared and testified before the 
commission from both Sabah and 
Sarawak. The results of the enquiry were: 
one third agreed to the formation, one 
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third agreed with substantial conditions, 
and one third did not agree i.e. 
independence first, consider later. 

On top of that the people of Sabah 
were illiterate and ignorant. They were 
rushed into the formation of the federa
tion. Because the people were not edu
cated, they were obviously not in a 
position to decide. Politics·was totally 
new and foreign to them. Fortunately, 
Sabah did have leaders like Mustapha, 
Fuad, Khoo Siak Choo, Peter Mojuntin 
and G. S. Sundang. These were the 
leaders who negotiated the conditions 
for the formation of Malaysia. The con
ditions were contained in a memoran
dum called 20 Points. All the points 
were agreed. But today the 20 Points 
have been compromised through sheer 
violation and undemocratic amend
ments. Even the additional safeguards 
for the Borneo States in the Federal 
Constitution i.e. Article 161A (1), (2), 
(3), 161C and 161D were repealed in 
August.l976. It was undemocratic be
cause all the Sabah MPs had won their 
seats uncontested. Opposition can
.didates were either arrested under emer
gency powers by Mustapha or 
intimidated. 

The balance of power in Parliament 
in 1963 was one of partnership amongst 
four groups: Malaya, Singapore, 
Sarawak and Sabah. Malaya had 53 
MPs, Singapore 15, Sarawak 20 and 
Sabah 16. This meantthatMalayaalone 
could not amend the Federal Constitu
tion, let alone form a government But 
after the expulsion of Singapore in 
1965, Malaya suddenly gained an 
added advantage. Sabahan leaders were 
furious. But they were on the receiving 
end of the wrath of Malayan leaders. In 
subsequent years, the number of Par
liamentary seats in Malaya was in
creased from 53 to 133, while the 
number of Parliamentary seats for 
Sabah and Sarawak only increased 
from 16 to 20 and 20 to 40 respectively. 
Now, Malayan MPs can do anything 
they like with the Federal Constitution. 

One of the conditions stipulated in 
the Inter-Governmental Committee 
Report (IGC) is that when the British 
left Sabah, their positions in the civil 
service had to be given to Borneons 
through a special arrangement (IGC 
Report Annex B). But today, out of 86 
federal departments in Sabah, only 7 are 
headed by Sabahans. It was also 
reported that out of the 31,<XXl posts in 
the federal civil service, 20,0C() were 



filled by Malayans. They say Sabahans 
are not qualified, but right now there are 
about 400 Sabahan unemployed 
graduates. Sabah requested for a 
univenity. They said the request was 
impossible. But now, it is not impos
sible to build a stadium costing $300 
million in Sungei Besi, Kuala Lumpur. 
I would like to suggest to Mahathir that 
he can go on misleading himself. 

But he should not expect others to 
believe him because we are no longer 
fools. He can fool the people some
times, but not all the people all the time. 

I don't support people who 
politicize the issue. But, this I think is a 
genuine grouse of Sabahans as a 
people. We are here in Malaysia to stay. 
Yes. But treat us with dignity. Mahathir 
talks of development and progress. We 
want development but a development 
where people are treated with dignity. 
We want justice and truth. 

MAIDIN BIN TAHA 
Kampung Tanjung Aru Lama 

Sabah 

INADEQUATE 
COMPENSATION FOR 

ROAD ACCIDENT VICTlMS 

W e are often told of the 
importance of "checks and 

balances" for the smooth JUMing of a 
parliamentary democracy. 

It is the duty, they say, of His 
Majesty's Loyal Opposition to play the 
role of "devil's advocate" not only to 
keep the ruling party on its toes, but also 
to prevent it from slipping up on its own 
"banana skins". 

A piece of legislation was enacted 
in 1984, which must ranlc as one of the 
most slipppery of the government's 
"banana skins" in recent years. It is 
called the Civil Law Acl 

Under this piece of legislation, the 
damages obtainable by victims of road 
accidents were so drastically reduced, 
that Malaysia has now become one of 
the worst COWl tries in the world to have 
a road accident, from the point of view 
of compensation. 

ln January this year, I was unfor
tunate enough to be involved in a road 
accident, which resulted in both my legs 
being broken, as well as my right arm. 
I also suffered what is called "compart
ment syndrome", and had it not been for 

the skill of the sureeons who treated me. 
I would have los tat leastoneofmy legs. 

Even so, the toll in pain and suffer
ing was high enough. Steel rods, called 
external futaters, were screwed into my 
bones (to keep the le&s in place), and 
twelve-inch open gutters were cut on 
either side of both my legs (and kept 
open for several weeks) until the blood 
flow was restored, after which, they 
were sewn up again. All th.is, has to date 
required five operations using general 
anaesthetic. 

Meanwhile, life for my family and 
myself has been turned upside- down. 
From being an active man of 56 years 
old, keen on squash and cycling, and 
TWining my own business, I was placed 
for 3 lfl months, flat on my back: in 
hospital. Even now, I still have to use 
crutches. What residual damage there 
will be, has still to be ascertained. 

As for the business, my wife had to 
take over, as well as run to and from the 
hospital everyday to see me. In addi
tion, extra staff had to be recruited, just 
to keep things going. 

However, in the midst of all this 
pain, suffering and turmoil in my little 
world, there was at the back: of my 
mind, one small (but totally inadequate) 
consolation. At least, I said to myself I 
will be able to claim compensation 
from the party who had so suddenly 
turned my life upside-down. What a 
fool's paradise I was living in! My 
lawyer soon brought me down to earth. 

It seems, that whilst damages for 
road accidents prior to 1984 were quite 
reasonable, the Civil Law Act of that 
year now states that anyone over the age 
of 55 is considered to be a retired per
son, and can only claim expenses, plus 
a few miserable dollars for pain and 
suffering. 

In addition, because of the backlog 
in our courts, insurance companies play 
a cut-rate out-of-<:e>urt settlement game, 
which many accept, rather than wait 
three or four years for the case to be 
heard in court. 

One can only guess at the intention 
of this Act Perhaps it was to keep third 
party vehicle premiums affordable, so 
that more people could buy motor 
vehicles. More 1T19tor vehicles on the 
road means a greater risk: of accidents. 
Also, it is not right that pl'erniurns 
should be so fucd, so as to give an 
inadequate scale of damages. To do so, 
places a very cynical value on human 
life and suffering. 
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Another areument is that in
dividuals should take out personal acci
dent cover, to supplement their vehicle 
insurance and so keep third party 
premuims, any subsequent claims low. 
I reject this view. Why should the in
jured party have to insure himself 
against the faults of others? The onus to 
ensure adequate cover should surely lie 
with the party at fault 

The Civil Law Act of 1984, I think:, 
is a piece of legislation which did not 
receive sufficient scrutiny. An active 
opposition should have pointed this out 
with vigour. 

SAIJASIREL 
Kuantan 

UN SECURITY COUNCIL 
SHOULD BE MORE 

ACCOUNTABLE 

L ord Gladwyn, who participated in 
the drafting of the UN Charter and 

was UN Acting Secretary-General in 
1945, had this to say in a debate in the 
House of Lords on 6 February 1991, on 
the United Nations Charter, Collective 
Security: "The Security Cowlcil is likely 
to be regarded in the world as a whole -
and certainly in the Middle E.t - not as a 
body the decisions of which must be 
respected and obeyed, but rather as a 
manifestation of Anglo- Saxon 
dominance in world affairs." 

The underlying problem is that the 
Security Council speaks legally but not 
democratically for the UN member 
states, which are obliged "to accept and 
carry out the decisions of the Security 
Council" (UN Charter, Article 25), and 
whose General Assembly "shall not 
make any recommendation with regard 
to (a) dispute or situation" while "the 
Security Cuunt.'il is t:llercising in 
respect of (it) ... unless the Security 
Council so requests" (Article 12). 

My suggestion is that the Security 
Council, while remaining responsible 
for military enforcement measures, 
should henceforth share with the 
General Assembly the responsibility for 
the peaceful resolution of international 
disputes (Chapter VI and non-military 
actions under Chapter Vll of the 
Charter). 

An Assembly should establish a 
standing committee of 15 rotating, 
regionally representative countries, 



which are not at the Slime time members 
of the Council. 'This committee would 
have the specific task of auditing, on 
behalf of the Assembly, the adequacy 
of the efforts of the CoWlcil to settle a 
dispute without resort to military 
measures. 

This peace auditing committee 
could issue interim reports while the 
Council is dealing with a dispute or 
situation, but would not address them to 
the Council unless so requeslcd. 

At the conclusion of a dispute or 
situation, the peace auditing committee 
would draw up a fmal report which it 
would submit to the General Assembly 
for consideration. The General As
sembly on the basis of this report would 
have the option of making recommen
dations to the Security CoWlcil on its 
handling of future disputes and situa
tions. 

By making the CoWlcil accountable 
to this limited extent, the world com
mWlity would have a safeguard against 
the Security Council undertaking 
avoidable military enforcement in the 
name of "we the peoples of the United 
Nations". 

JEFFREY J. SEGAlL 
Cofounder, 

Conference on a More Democratic 
United Nations 

REJECT PENANG HILL EIA 

W e would like to express our 
strongest opposition to the 

Penang Hill Project based on the 
following: 

1. The Project involves significant 
encroachment of the water catchment 
areas aroWld Penang Hill - a fact not 
denied by the EIA. Such encroachment 
violates the law, public interests and our 
common ecology and is therefore inex
cusable! 

2. The siting of the Project which 
contains real estate development e.g. 
hotels, condominiums, golf courses etc, 
on the Hill would certainly undermine 
the fame and unique natural beauty of 
Penang Hill. The Pro jcct does not show 
any creativity or imagination which 
matches or enhances the international 
standing of Penang Hill. 

3. The Project's plan to replant trees 
as a means to make up for vegetation 
lost during the development process 

Peung .U: The Project t. 
environmentally •truct~ve lind 
profiHriented. 

betrays an -obvious Jack of vision for 
conservation. It involves the destruc
tion of pristine forests containing a 
variety oflife forms -some of which are 
endangered or endemic species. 

4. The EIA claims 80% public sup
port for the project which we find high
ly dubious because nowhere in the EIA 
are details of the survey provided e.g. 
date of survey, sample size, questions 
asked etc. Similar claims are also made 
about tourists' responses, Hill residents' 
perceptions etc. 

5. The Project excuses itself of any 
role in mitigating lowland floods -
which shows the limited commitment 
of the Project towards Penang 's en
vironment. It is almost certain that the 
frequent floods in Georgetown and 
other areas are caused by factors at
tributable to activities up the Hill - by 
refusing to address these factors, the 
EIA's claim that the Project will not add 
to lowland flooding is questionable. 

6. The vacuum ofrelevant informa
tion in many areas makes a critical en
vironmental assessments open to 
question. Put simply, despite a 
profusion of (irrelevant) data, the EIA 
has failed to clear the air for lhe public. 

7. Hardly any reference has been 
made to the Project's impact on the flora 
and faWla on Penang Hill. In fact, the 
EIA does not see fit to allocate a specific 
section on these very important assets 
of Penang Hill. 
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8. The cost-benefit analysis in the 
EIA is at most partial if not entirely 
unreliable. A major flaw is its assump
tion that the Project· should only be 
compared to a 'no project' option- it is 
highly presumptious to suggest that no 
other 'project' is possible other than that 
proposed by Berjaya! Secondly, the 
cost- benefit analysis seems to be based 
on only the cost to the developer ie. 
about $400 million. Other costs e.g. 
social costs are either not considered or 
summarily dismissed as insignificant 
We need more than that to make a 
credible cost- benefit analysis. 

9. The EIA contradicts itself in 
many important areas e.g. Wider the 
heading 'Flooding' (Main Report p . 
56), it is claimed that 'there is no con
crete cause-and-effect relationship be
tween forest cutting in the head-water 
areas and floods in the lower basin. ' 
With equal confidence, the Final 
Master Plan asserts on pg 57 that; 'if ... 
flash floods are to be controlled, the 
widespread incidence of bare unshel
tered ground and exposed earth on the 
hillslopes will need to be curtailed.' 

10. Despite liberal use of tags like 
'eco-tourism' and 'eco- development' 
the Project is still trapped in the old 
mould of environmentally destructive, 
profit-oriented development Its slant 
towards up-market, foreign-oriented 
tourism and recreational development 
(seen by its emphasis on hotels, con
dominiums, golf courses etc.) is 
prompted by the potential for profit. 

Given the above objections to the 
Penang Hill Project we respectfully call 
upon theDepartmentofEnvironmentto 
reject the EIA. To do otherwise would 
open the floodgate for development 
projects which blatantly mock existing 
environmental guidelines, the defence 
of which has been put Wider its charge! 

(This letter carries 12 signatures) 
Penang 

SAVE PENANG HILL 

T he EIA report on the Penang Hill 
Project does not seem to be 

people-oriented! The whole project does 
not take into consideration the need to 
avoid further natural (or rather man
made) disasters! Penangites don't want to 
face another flood! The hills are the 
"pillars" of Penang island. To cut down 
ttees just to meet the wants (note: not 



needs) of a few businessmen and "foreign 
tow-ists" would be very disastrous. 

Penangites, especially citizens 
living around the Penang Hill area, 
should stand up and speak up against 
the proposed project. We should instead 
support the alternative plan submitted 
to the Penang State government by 
CAP (on behalf of the Friends of 
Penang Hill). If the authorities remain 
adamant and disregard the peoples' 
views, then we may have to stage a 
peaceful demonstration to bring them 
to their senses! (If need be, we must 
camp at the project site as a last resort). 

Please do .not destroy our 
children's heritage! 

Save Penang HiU to save Penang. 
God bless Penang HilJ! 

K.S.K.P.T K.S 
Penang 

FUTILE TO HAVE 
HIGH IDEALS 

A/iran Monthly, Utusan Konsumer 
and The Rocket serve as important 

means of informing discerning rakyaJ on 
matters of interest and importance which 
are occuring behind the scene and which 
are not reported in the mainstream media. 
The reason is obvious- highlighting these 
matters does not serve the into-est of the 
powers-that-be. 

But I've come to a stage where I feel 
that it is futile to be knowledgeable in 
mattes which our wise rulers deem un
necessary to be made public. Take the 
issue of the Penans and the timber issue 
in Sarawak. Our PM said it was a form 
of economic colonization by the West 
and that opponents of timber felling are 
manipulated by those with vested inter
ests in the West. So, who are we to query 
and thinlc of other aspects of these is
sues or the morality of it all and the 
suffering of the Penans? 

ThePenangHillProjectandthetwo 
controversial EIA reports reveal the 
powerful cables ·being pulled by the 
developer concerned. Based on the 
critical appraisal given by the CAP and 
the fact that the reports were not 
prepared by an independent source, 
there should not be any doubt that the 
EIA reports will be rejected But, will 
they? 

These and other issues show how 
futile it is to espouse high ideals. Per-

haps it is best to live in ignorant bliss 
and believe everything fed to us by the · 
mainstream media. 

WYALMALAYS!AN 
Penang 

AURAN FUNDED BY THE 
CHINESE? 

F rancis Loh Kok Wah's analysis of 
politics in Sarawak (AM, Vol. 11 

No.7) is totally erroneous and is designed 
to cause misunderstanding between 
Muslim and non-Muslim burniputras and 
between the Federal and state 
governments. 

It is articles like this and another 
piece containing negative propaganda 
about Iran, that make me wonder why I 
am still a subscriber to your magazine. 
You should never publish falsehoods. 
This article made me believe that Aliran 
is being funded by the Chinese. 

The views given by Francis Loh is 
simialr to what the Chinese community 
in Sarawak would like people to 
believe. Why? As long as the 
bumiputras are divided, the Chinese 
stand to gain. As long as big bumiputra 
brother at the Federal end is not liked 
by the Sarawak bumiputra, the Chinese 
stand to gain. "Divide and rule", just 
like what the British did - this seems to 
be what Francis Loh and like-minded 
Chinese have in mind. 

The"PBDS, a predominantly non
Muslim bumiputra party had in the pre
vious election united with Permas, a 
dominantly Muslim bumiputra party. 

Francis Loh himself had said, 
"since PBDS was exclusively a Dayak 
party and did not seek to a.~ociate itself 
with any clear Chinese groups in 1987, 
it easily lent itself to criticism of being 
anti- Chinese". 

So, logicaUy speaking, would it not 
have been more apt to view the recent 
election as "a struggle for power be
tween the bumiputras and the 
Chinese?" 

The reason why the Federal 
government brought down Kalong 
Ningkan was because he had supposed
ly resisted the Malaysianization of 
Sarawak. The installation of Tawi Seli 
after that shows that the Federal govern
ment is not anti-non-Muslims or pro
Muslims. 

The Federal government is not anti-
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lban, Malay and Chin•• girts stand 
side by side: Is it not in the Chinese 
interest to see animosity between the 
Bumiputer•? 

non-Muslims in Sabah either. This can 
be seen when UMNO Baru opened its 
membership in Sabah to non-Muslim 
bumiputras. The Federal government 
has always wanted to unite the 
bumiputras. It is politically in their in
terest to do so. 

Is it in the political interest of the 
Chinese to unite non- Muslim 
bumiputras and Muslim bumiputras? 

It is clear that Francis Loh's article 
has malicious intent. Since Aliran has 
acted as a propaganda machine for the 
Chinese, it is only fair that it also does 
so for the bumiputras. May I suggest 
that, in your next issueofAiiranMonlh
ly, you put up a picture of a Chinese 
saying "divide and rule" and below it a 
picture of a Malay and an Iban. This is 
actually how bumiputras in Sarawak 
are currently thinking and should think. 

AR/FF MAHKOTA 
Miri, Sarawak 

IMPERIALISM -
OBSTACLE TOWARDS 
GENUINE FREEDOM 

The recellt democratic revolution in 
the Soviet Union has been viewed 

by many as a liberation from political 
oppression. While it is true that the people 



of the Soviet Union and Eastern Ewope 
are free from Corrummist dictators and 
have fowxl a new form of freedom, there 
is another form of oppression calJed 
imperialism in the fields of politics and 
economics which threatens these 
rountrics. As long as there is an unjust 
global eronomic system dominated by 
Western rountries, particularly the US, 
there can be no genuine freedom. As long 
as the United Nations JS influenced by the 
US poliCJes, thcze can be no freedom. 
Third World rountries should unite with 
the Soviet Union and fight imperialism m 
whatever form it e:Usts.1bere can only be 
genuine freedom when the leada-s of 
these countries are free to initiate their 
own policies and not be dictated by rich 
and powerful rountnes. 

RONALD BENJAMTN JOSEPH 
lpoh 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
IN EDUCATION 

I am one of the 50,000 students 
studying on an overseas degree 

programme. Although I am now punwng 
my degree locally as a trarJSfer student, I 
will soon be going to America. I am going 
to spend thousands of dollars in foreign 
CUITCncy.lf not ~or the implemenlll1ion of 
the so-Wicd quota system, my friends 
and I would not be spending our parents • 
hard-earned money on studies overseas. 

Look how many billions we have 
spent on overseas education. If our 
goverrunent was to provide equal op
portunities in education, a huge amount 
of money rould be saved and used for 
other beneficial projects. 

Some polatJciarJS have argued that 
the so-called bumiputras are inherently 
less advanced (refer to the Malay 
Dilemma) compared to the so-called 
non-bumiputras. Therefore, oppor
tunities for bumiputras to pursue higher 
education should not be restricted and 
the government should protect these 
opportunities. I suppose this is the main 
justification for the existence of the 
quota system. And this is also the very 
reason why the Malays generally do not 
perform well in goverrunental examina
tions, especially the STPM i.e. because 
they are virtually guaranteed entrance 
into local universities and institutioN. 

I strongly oppose this so-<:aUed 
"less advanced" theory. IrJStead, I 

believe in hardwork. As long as one 
puts in the required effort, one will 
achieve what one desires. 

An allocation system based on our 
population ratio is highly rerom
mended. It would have many ad
vantages. Firstly, it would uphold 
democracy by considering equal oppor
tunities in education. Secondly, it 
would reduce the outflow of ringgit 
Thirdly, it would provide the nation 
with more experts and specialists. 
Fourthly, 11 would maintain and 
promote local academic standards. 
Eventually, we would achieve authentic 
ethnic harmony. 

If Malaysia is to be an advanced 
nation, problems on education should 
be solved firSt. Otherwise, many 
developing countries will catch up and 
overtake us within a short period. God 
bless Mala)(Sia. 

Kf/0 YAM UANG 
Petaling Jaya 

ARTICLE ON 
PALESTINIAN ISSUE: 

SOME QUESTIONS 

I refer to lhe article "A People Dis
possessed" (AM. Vol. 11 No. 8) by 
Steven Gan on the Palestinian issue. I 
have a few qucstiorJS to ask: 

*What are the 'varioussources'that 
the author used? 

*What time span has he in mind 
when he says "a relatively brief occupa
tion" - 100 years, 500 years. 1000 
years? 

*Doesn't Jerusalem have ar
cheological SiteS that date back to the 
period before the Roman OccupatJon? 
Were the Eygptian Pharaohs Arabs? 

•Weren't Arabs originally from the 
Arabian Peninsula? 

•Does the end justify the means? 
JUST CURIOUS 

Petaling Jaya 

DON'T APE ntE WEST 

I am not a writer, I am not politically 
involved, I am not a lerrorisl I am just 

a human being, unluckily a Wesu:mer 
ashamed of my race. Living in Asia for 
the last eleven years, I am weU aware of 
the serious mental sickness. 'the White 
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At Lone World, J11pW1, remrn.cencea 
of Disneyland: The 'white virus' 
invllde8 Asia. 

virus' which has been threatening our 
globe for hundreds of years. But now, 
reading your publication "Whose War? 
WhatPeacc?",l feel that something must 
be changed! 

Asians, wake up, you don't need the 
West in order to survive. Stop apeing 
the Western system. Look around. It has 
already infected your culture and your 
philosophy of life. Already, for too 
many people; money has become more 
important than life. For the first time m 
known history, a minority is threatening 
creation. Do we need more evidence? Is 
there much time left? I can't believe that 
the White race has the" duty" to destroy 
the world. Don't forget they have just 
come out of their caves and have not yet 
formed their own culture. 

A global awareness by all human 
would be the solution. 

FIDIBUS 
Langkawi 

P .S. I was born in Switzerland in 
1947 and have spenl over 10 years re
searching tht! effects on Asian cul
tures by the 'White virus' and 'White 
virus and its cause'. 
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Heart to Heart 

''Getting to Know You'' 
-the fun way 

I 
was blessed to be born in 

Penang. It is a place rich in his
tory, architectural styles and cul

tures. Here, it seems everything and 
everyone intenningles-peoples of all 
races, cultw-cs, lifestyles, religions 
interact with one another, so much so 
that evesy language has a smattering 
of other languages; musical styles 
borrow from one another, different 
cuisines find their way on to the 
tables of the residents and even 
religions seem to merge into one 
another. This is so true especially 
dwing Thajpusam when people of all 
roces jostle with each other to pray 
and to get the blessings of the Indian 
gods. My own grandmother used to 
offer flowers and fruits at the Water
fall Temple dwing Thaipusam, and 
at the Transfer Road Mosque during 
Muharrnm. And yet she prays to all 
the Taoist and Buddhist gods and 
idols that abound. 

My own childhood in the green 
heart of Georgetown was of 
memorable days of hide and seek, 
badminton, and hop, scotch and 
jump with my Malay, Chinese and 

......,., h HemS everything Md everyone 
intermlngJee_," 

Indian neighbours. It was at my 
Malay neighbour's house that I 
was "introdllced" to the concept of 
'latah'- a unique Malay reaction of 
hysteria. 

The gardener's wife was prone 
to bouts of hysterical exclamations 
and shrieks, especially when she 
was ticlded or frightened by some
thing that had been thrown at her by 
one of us kids. It was marvellous 
how one person could mouth such 
fascinating exclamations, nnd in 
rhyme too!! It was simply irrcsis
table to get her started off. True, it 
was mean of us, but being kids, we 
thought it was great fun! 

Our childhood was good. We 
didn't have any hang-ups about ra
cial differences. We just crossed 
over to each others' houses and 
played to our hearts ' content 
Thank goodness there was no such 
thing as tuition and so we managed 
to get a wholesome childhood -one 
of climbing trees, chasing each 
other, flying kites, playing various 
games, and even arguing with each 
other (without adult interference, of 

course!). 
Now that I've 

grown up, my life is 
still very much in
volved with my In
dian and Malay 

" friends and neigh
bours. They are good 
friends with whom I 
can discuss anything 
under the sun and 
with whom I fmd such 
good rapport. We 
enjoy lunches and 
dinners together, go 
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Yeoh Guat Chaing 

for walks and have interesting con
versations and even have our 
holidays together. I cherish this 
sense of"togethemess". 

All this goes to show that race 
counts for nothing in our day- to
day interactions with others. A 
person's character and hiS/her 
educational background are much 
more important The latter must be 
similar to ensure a common ground 
for interaction. 

Having travelled to a number of 
places, I still think Penang is a nicer 
place even though it has lost some 
of its charms. It has become too 
overcrowded and people seem to 
mingle less with one another since 
my childhood days. Houses are 
now hedged with grille fences, and 
fewer children seem to play 
together. They tend to grow up in 
front of the TV set and their com
puter games. Living in impersonal 
flats doesn't help the people to so
cialize either. And the current trend 
is to look out for oneself and this 
means a less caring society and a 
less tolerant one. When one doesn't 
intermingle, one doesn' t under
stand the other races and therefore 
one becomes less tolerant of each 
other's differences. Religion, as 
practised now, segments society, 
especially groups of children. 
There seems to be less inter-mixing 
with one another because of various 
'pantangs' and 'no-nos'. 

Let us hope the Moral Educa
tion lessons introduced in our 
educational curriculum will help 
soften the toughening edges of our 
society.+ 



Religion 

FAITH AND 
TRANSFORMATION: 

In this article, TAN CHEE 
BENG explains that Bud
dhism and other religions 
are social in nature. Their 
followers must be able to 
meet the challenges of 
modem times, be they 
poverty, political oppres
sion, ethnic discrimination 
or imperialist domination. 

BUDDHISM 
TRANSFORM ONESElF 

In order to live out the faith, one 
must first transform oneself, that is 
to be enlightened, io attain a 
transcending view of oneself and 
the world. The teaching of Bud
dhism actually begins with this, as 
is embodied in the basic teachings 
of the Four Noble Truths and the 
Noble Eightfold Path. The Four 
Noble Truths deal with dulckha, 
usually translated as suffering, that 
suffering is due to craving, that nib
bana (Bliss Supreme) or complete 
cessation of suffering is possible by 
eradicating all forms of craving, 

and that the cessation of suffering 
is possible by following the Noble 
Eightfold Path. 

RIGHI' UNDERSTANDING 
The Eightfold Path comprises 

panna, sila and samadhi. Panna 
refers to right understanding and 
right thoughts (or right view and 
right resolve). Sila refers to right 
speech, right action, and right 
livelihood. Samadhi refers to right 
effort, right mindfulness (or right 
awareness), and right concentration 
(or right meditation). To me, the 
most basic category is panna, 
that is, right understanding and B

uddhism is a religion which 
very consciously emphasizes 

~. not blind faith. r-------------,r-~---------...,. 
Unfortunately, as is true of most Ah, but desire covers 
followers of religions, many 
Buddhists are merely Buddhists 
by label and appearance. They 
may pray a lot and even treat 
Buddha as God. and oc
casionally give donations for 
charity, but they have hardly 
lived out their faith. They have 
largely personalized faith for 
fulfilling their personal needs -
even charity is done in the con
text of gaining merit, of enhanc
ing personal salvation. But 
religion is social in nature. it 
requires individuals to relate 
their faith to the social and 
natural world. It really teaches 
individuals to transform them
selves and the world around 
them according to the teachings 
of compassion, justice, peace 
and other universal values 
which form the gist of any cul
tural system worthy of the name 
religion. 

All places '"'v"' ..,....._,_..o.J 
the capacity 
true Anii"IVrT"IPnr 

A house made 
from the fmest materials 
is not different from a hut 
w1th thatched eaves 

And that which is nght in front of you 
becomes mixed and m1staken 

Causing the t1niest part of an inch to 
become a thousand m1les. 

Alirtut Mottdtly 1991:11 (11) P•g• 19 

up and longings envelope. 



right thoughts. Right under
standing is necessary for enlighten
ment. It helps us to understand our 
own existence and to understand 
ourselves and social phenomena in 
a transcending manner - and this 
is crucial for progress in spiritual 
cultivation. For Buddhists, the un
derstanding of the phenomenon of 
existence is embodied in the Four 
Noble Truths. They seek to reflect 
on the truth about suffering, and 
that attachment is suffering. Re
lated to this are the ideas of imper
manence and dependent existence. 
Life is impermanent and its exist
ence is always conditional. Power, 
wealth and status are all imper
manent - this is a simple truth but 
few really understand it enough to 
tmnsfonn oneself to be more 
spiritual. So many people crave for 
power, wealth and influence even 
to the extent of banning others; and 
having got them, they strive for 
more. 

For Buddhists, training of the 
mind is basic to spiritual cultivation 
and the transformation of faith to 
social life. It is thus not surpising 
that the very ftrst verse of Dham
mapada, an important Buddhist 
text, deals with the mind; mind is 
the forerunner of (all evil) states. 
And verse two says, Mind is the 
forerunner of (all good) states. In 
order to have a right mind, one must 
have right understanding and right 

·For the sake 
of the m1ce. 

they always left 
out nee." 

thoughts. 

COMPASSION 
Buddhism teaches mena or 

loving-kindness. Our thoughts 
should be guided by loving kind
ness. This also means we should 
not have hatred, and should be 
against cruelty and oppression. We 
should uphold non-violence and 
peace. In the words of Dalai Lama 
His Holiness Ten7in Gyatso, "To 
be good followers of Buddha we 
must mainly practice compassion 
and honesty". For Buddhists, wis
dom and compassion must go hand 
in hand, hence the emphasis on 
right understanding and right 
thoughts. 

The ideas of compassion and 
honesty arc powerful for the trans
formation of self and society. Ap
plied to politics, this will mean that 
policies have to be people oriented, 
to help the poor and eradicate op
pression, and to curb corruption. 
People who have faith in compas
sion and honesty should participate 
in bringing about a government 
which is guided by compassion and 
honesty, and such participation in
volves pointing out acts of oppres
sion and suppression. 

SOCIAL INVOLVEMEM' 
Individual spiritual cultivation 

cannot be divorced from social in
volvement. While it is important 

for individuals to be enlightened in 
order to have a greater wisdom of 
individual existence and the world 
in which one exists, it is through 
practising compassion and honesty, 
which means being concerned 
about social and ecological issues, 
that one can enhance spirituality. 
For example, one of the principles 
of sila is right livelihood. But right 
livelihood does not merely mean 
having a proper occupation for 
livelihood It also means leading a 
life that does not make one a party 
to oppression, pollution and 
violence. It means speaking up 
against the arms trade which is a 
serious problem in the world today. 
It means not just having a right 
livelihood for ourselves, but also 
for our fellow human beings and for 
future generations. 

If we take the example of the 
recent Gulf Wac, we can see the 
importance of right understanding 
and right thoughts. The US 
government and theW est as well as 
the major Western media wanted us 
to believe that the wac was neces
sary and that it was just Good Bud
dhists would have examined the 
real issues behind the propaganda, 
and would have been guided by the 
principle of non- violence. The less 
publicized information (less 
publicized due to the dominance of 
the Western media which sup
ported the powerful Western states) 

"In p1ty for the moths 
they d1d not ~~ght the 

candles • 

L 
)' 

~, 
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Rather than having 
audtences in 

opulent restdences, 
become tntimate 
wtth those who 

live in thatched huts. 

Rather than listening tn 
on the talk of 

we had then and now shows that the 
war was not only unnecessary but 
also unjustif&able, and that there 
were so many lies in the interna
tional arena dominated by US im
perialism. It was thus encouraging 
to see so many concerned in
dividuals and groups who took a 
stand to expose the lies and oppose 
the war. They are all good Bud
dhists, whatever their religions. 

WAY OF liBERATION 
Religion should be seen as a 

way of liberation rather than as a 
way of salvation. The idea of sal
vation tends to lead people to blind 
faith, and people may "egoticize" 
religion for individual benefits 
only. Prayers and rituals are em
phasized to the exclusion of actual 
concern over social issues, and the 
means of enlightenment are seen as 
the manifestation of enlightenment. 

In this way, individuals come to 
believe that they are good 
religionists without having to cul
tivate spirituality nor relate their 
faith to the transformation of the 
world. We know that most Chinese 
Buddhists follow the Chinese 
Mahayana tradition, especially the 
Pure Land School. But today (and 
in fact for a long time already), 
most Chinese Buddhists reduce 
their religion to the outward form of 
prayers and rituals, and believe that 
they can attain salvation in the Pure 
Land by chanting the name of 
Amitabha Buddha (Emituofo). 
This way of practising religion does 
not liberate oneself from ignorance 
nor the world from suffering. Ac
tually as explained by the Chinese 
monk Yen. Yin Shun, the idea of 
Pure Land should be related to the 
purification of believers and the 
world, including the ecology. In 

Heaven and Earth are our great parents. 
If the people are not made hateful or full of grief, 
If all thtngs tn creatton are --L) -

• '- - L 
netther htndered nor harmed. ~ .. ~ ..._ .... ~ 
Then all phenomena -v~ 
willbeatpeace ~~ , ~ 

~~~, ,,~ c= ~. 

\ 

Alinua MontltlJ 1991:11 (11) Pat' 21 

Rather than talkmg about your 
contemporanes' vices and blunders, 

relate the ftne saymgs and 
acttons of the men of old. 

the "pure land". there is no dis
crimination of sex, no racial barrier, 
and no oppression. In the words of 
Yin Shun, "In the Buddhist pure 
land, there is no distinction of 
coloms, that is, no racial barrier. 
Sectarian nationalism and racism 
belong to the world of sin, not pure 
land". 

For Mahayana Buddhists, bod
hisaJtva as an enlightened being 
who postpones his own entry to nir
vana in order to help all sentient 
beings to reach enlightenment rep
resents an ideal expression of com
passion and altruism. However 
most Buddhists pray to the bod
hisattvas (especially Avalokites
varacalled Guanyin in Chinese) for 
personal favours and salvation. 
The liberation approach to Bud
dhism sees the bodhisaJtva as a 
model of compassion which should 
inspire Buddhists to extend their 
compassion to all beings in the 
world. The stress is on putting into 
practice the bodhisattva spirit. The 
famous Chinese monk Tai Xu 
(1889-1947) pointed out that the 
decline of Buddhism in China was 
·mainly due to the divorce of Bud
dhist teachings from praxis (ac
cepted practice). He emphasized 
the need to practise the bodhisattva 
spirit and relate Buddhism to all 
spheres ur social life. This is 
what faith and transformation is 
about. 

UBERATION THEOLOGY 
This liberation perspective to 



Bemg of htgh rank 
and not loving the 
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th1ef weanng 

ceremonial robes 

religion is . important for a more 
dynamic, enlightened, and con
cerned approach to religion. Per
haps the most significant 
development of modern-day Chris
tianity is the rooting of liberation 
theology in South America and the 
Philippines where the people suffer 
severe poverty and oppression. 
The inspiration of this approach of 
Christianity comes from the per
ception of Jesus as one who worked 
for the liberation of the oppressed 
and that Christians should do the 
same, and not just preoccupy them
selves with prayers and attending 
mass. 1 flnd the book Revolution 
from the Heart by Niall O'brien 
very interesting, especially Chapter 
23. Here, he discusses the in
clusion of the new liberation ap
proach in the dialogue between the 
priest and the people in baptism. In 
the part of the dialogue dealing with 
renunciations ("Do you renounce 
Satan? etc), the people were asked 
"Do you renounce land- grab
bing?", "Do you renounce 
militarization?", "Do you renounce 
usury?", "Do you renounce the use 
of torture?". This approach 
enabled people to relate Chris
tianity to the injustice around them. 
Niall O'brien also describes an in
cident when he was blessing a rich 
man's boat. In the midst of the 
blessing, he introduced some 
catechesis and asked the rich man, 
"Do you promise to pay these men 
a fair wage? ... Do you promise to 

Lectunng on 
learned subjects 

but not g iving 
proper respect 
to putting them 

1nto action , 
Th1s is Zen of 

the mouth 
alone 

look after their social welfare 
cards? ... Do you promise to look 
after their families if anything 
should happen to them at sea?" The 
rich man answered "yes", wit
nessed by the fishermen who 
worked for him. 

SOCIAL 
TRANSFORMATION 

The experiences of the people 
Like Niall O'brien point to the im
portant roles which religious per
sonnel can play in getting people to 
relate religion to social injustice. In 
fact , it is essential to reform the 
religious hierarchy within a 
religion in order to make religion 
more relevant to the needs of the 
people and relate faith to social 
transformation. This is especially 
important as for the religious elites 
everywhere generally support the 
powers that be either directly or by 
their silence. In Thailand, which is 
largely a Buddhist country, S. 
Sivaraksa, a Buddhist social ac
tivist, laments that the Buddhist 
hierarchy has become "more and 
more alienated from the majority of 
the people, who remain poor or be
come even poorer". There is ob
viously a need to reform religious 
institutions if religions are to be 
relevant in the transformation of 
society. 

The liberation approoch con
forms to the core teachings of 
religions. The founders or prophets 
themselves also provide the in-

Perform1:19 great 
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spiration for such an approach. In 
Christian liberation theology, Jesus 
is seen as a liberator of the weak and 
the oppressed, as we have seen. 

In Buddhism, Buddha himself 
related his teaching to the problems 
of the time. He fought against 
caste, ethnic and sexual discrim ina
Lion, and he preached peace. He 
was a great reformer. Thus, the 
followers of Buddha cannot justify 
the name "Buddhist" if they are un
concerned with social issues. 

ENUGirrENED 
TEACHERS 

The ways of the great religious 
teachers like Buddha and Jesus 
clearly show us the need to relate 
religious teachings to the injustices 
of the world. However, most 
people, both laymen and religious 
specialists, shield themselves from 
the more difficult task of being con
cerned with the problems of the 
world by focussing their attention 
on prayers, rituals and the after-life. 
In this way they also mask their 
cowardice and selfishness. The 
religious functionaries (monks, 
priests, etc.) themselves are very 
guilty of this. In this respect, Niall 
0 'brien' s book mentioned above is 
also very interesting as an account 
of his own confession and spiritual 
progress (enlightenment), of his 
realization that Christianity is not 
just prayers, rituals, and even the 
conversion of others; that priests 
should not live in a different world 



If others possess wealth, 
then I possess humanity. 

Wealth 

in the midst of the poor and satisfy 
themselves of having done their 
duty by preaching and blessing, 
when they eat and live better than 
the poor and associate with the rich 
and the powerful. 

Every religion therefore needs 
enlightened teachers, and for
tunately there are such individuals 
around. In Buddhism, even within 
the Chinese tradition, there have 
been a few individuals too who 
stress that, in the words of Lu 
Cheng (born 1896), fofa bu li 
shijian or the dharma (Buddhist 
teachings) cannot be divorced from 
the world, that is, Buddhism is for 
the betterment of the world. We 
have already seen the interpreta
tions of the prominent monks Tai 
Xu and Yin Shun about the bod
hisattva spirit and the meaning of 
"pure land" in this world. 

MENI'ALREBIRTH 
Even specific religious teach

ings have to be reinterpreted. We 
know that Buddhists believe in the 
idea of rebirth. In this country. 
many "Buddhists" are concerned 
with being reborn into a better 
realm of existence. The Chinese 
Malaysians especially are con
cerned about performing proper 
death rituals to ensure that the dead 
will get a better rebirth, usually 
conceived of as birth as a human 
being with a better life - having 
security of wealth and status. How
ever, "birth" in Buddhism actually 
does not refer to physical birth. The 

If others possess high status, 
then I possess justice. 

Status 

~ 
Just1ce 

"Success and 
failure cannot 

move me and affect 
my peace of mind and 

steadfastness.· 
Only when this is so 

can one Know 
absolute freedom 

and joy. 

prominent Thai monk and reformer 
Bhikkhu Buddhadasa explains this 
very well. According to him, the 
word "birth" refers to "attachment 
unaccompanied by awareness". It 
refers to the arising of the mistaken 
idea of "I", "myself', which conse
quently gives rise to pride, greed, 
and other defilements. In our 
worldly life, we are reborn into one 
of the eight realms of existence 
many times, and every realm has 
suffering. In fact, each day, we may 
be born into all of the four woeful 
states. Bhikkhu Buddhadasa ex
plains, "If If they (i.e. "I" and 
"mine'') arise in the form of 
anxiety, one has been born a 
denizen of hell; if as delusion, an 
animal; if as mental hunger (e.g. 
hunger for money), a preta (hungry 
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ghost); and if they arise in the form 
of fear, one has been born an asura 
(frightened ghost). Obviously 
the Buddhist idea of rebirth is a 
mental birth, not physical birth. 
The explanation of Bhikkhu Bud
dhasasa about rebirth shows the ur
gent need of educating, and in fact, 
re-educating the "Buddhists". 
Such an education is crucial for the 
proper understanding of Buddhism 
and the relating of faith to social 
living. 

INJ'ER-REUGIOUS 
DW..lJGUE 

In conclusion, if religions are to 
remain relevant, they must be able 
to meet the challenges of modem 
times, be they poverty, political op
pression, ethnic discrimination, or 
imperialist domination. In this, 
both the followers and the religious 
functionaries must emphasize the 
essence of their religions and relate 
it to the social and ecological issues 
of the time. There must be right 
understanding and right thought 
about the events which happen 
around us. I should like to add the 
need of inter- religious dialogue, 
for by focussing on transformation, 
there are common concerns about 
justice, equality, and peace. After 
all, all great religions and social 
philosophies teach love and com
passion, and the practice of love 
and compassion in human relations 
and politics bears out the unity of 
religions and the unity of 
humanity.+ 



Media 

Another Blow to 
Freedoin Of Speech ---------------- ~--------,_ __ _ 

The recent decision of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
prohibiting the sale of cer
tain political party journals 
to the Malaysian public is 
unethical, unjust and anti
democracy, says ALIRAN. 

A
LIRAN asserts that in a 
democracy the opposition 
has a right to be heard. 

A few months ago, the editors 
of certain political party joW1lals 
were told by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs that their joW1lals should 
not be sold to the general public. 
Sales should be confined to party 
members. We have been infonned 
that the journals of the Democratic 
Action Party (DAP), Parti Islam 
SeMalaysia (PAS) and Parti Rakyat 
Malaysia (PRM) have all been in
fonned of this new condition. 

It is wrong to ask any political 
party - government or opposition -
to confine circulation to party 
members. Political parties have to 
communicate their policies, their 
programmes, their ideas, their 
ideals to the general public. For the 
general public is the electorate. If 
parties cannot communicate with 
the voting population, how can they 
function? 

It is the duty of a political party 
in a democracy to try to influence 
voters to think the way it does. It 
can influence voters only if it has 
some channels through which it can 
talk to the public. For opposition 
parties in our country, their party 
journal is often the only channel of 

communication they possess. 
This is because the dailies, 

especially the Bahasa Malaysia and 
English dailies, give so little 
coverage to the opposition. Even 
that little coverage is sometimes 
very negative. Dailies like the 
Utusan Malaysia, Utusan Melayu, 
Berita Harian and the New Straits 
Times are unashamedly pro
government. They endorse almost 
everything the government says or 
does. They seldom - indeed hardly 
ever- criticise government policies 
or the top national leaders. Some 
observers have even concluded that 
these dailies are. to all intents and 
purposes, mere party organs. 

Of course, Chinese dailies and 
some of the Bahasa weeklies do 
give some space to opposition 
news. But even they are afraid to be 
truly balanced in their approach -
that is giving equitable coverage to 
both the opposition and the govern
ment. Weeklies like Watan, for in
stance are always looking up- at the 
sword of Democles hanging over 
lht:ir ht:alls. Aflt:r all, the;: sword did 
fall once before. 

The point is this: in a democracy 
the opposition has a right to have its 
voice heard through daily 
newspapers, magazines, radio, 
television and what-have-you. 
Now even its own vocal chords are 
being removed. In Japan, India, 
Pakistan, the Philippines aild even 
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Banned to the reading public. 

Nepal, opposition political parties 
are allowed to distribute their party 
journal to the general public. Need
less to say, this is also true of 
Britain, France, Gennany, Sweden, 
Holland and other Western 
democracies. In these democracies, 
the opposition has equitable access 
to daily newspapers and the 
electronic media 

The latest restriction imposed 
upon opposition joW1lals is clear 
proof that the freedom of speech in 
Malaysia is honoured more in its 
breach than its observance. By 
restricting the circulation of their 
journals, the Barisan Nasional 
government hopes to further stifle 
the voice of the opposition. Its aim 
is to render ftle opposition totally 
ineffective. 

One does not have to be an op
position sympathiser to regard this 
action of the government as 
' unethical' and 'unjust'. No one 
who cherishes simple. honest prin
ciples of living such as 'fair play' 
will condone the governemnt's at
tempt to muzzle the opposition. 

Let's remind the government 
that there is such a thing as 'basic 
decency'. A government with any 
self-respect will rescind the restric
tion immediately! 



Women 

The Advancement of WoiDen: 
Stereotypes and Realities 

Lately, the advancement of 
women has become a much 
discussed issue. GOH 
BENG LAN surveys the 
complex dimensions of 
gender inequity and high
lights some cliches. 

T
he 90's see an emerging dis
course on women's issues and 
problems and this is well but

tressed by the formulation of the Na
tional Policy on Women. Many 
women's groups and organizations 
have spoken publicly and call for the 
recognition of women's conbibution 
to nation-building. Activist-oriented 
groups and offiCial bodies such as the 
National Advisory Council for the 
Integration of Women in Develop
ment (NACIWID) and the Women's 
Affairs Secretariat or HAW A are 
worlcing to sensitise gender con
sciousness in policy making. 

A plethora of issues have been 
advocated at the activist level. 
Groups such as WAO (Women's 
Aid Organization), PKW (Pusat 
Krisis Wanita) and AWAM (All 
Women's Action-group) are taking 
domestic violence and related is
sues of violence on women into 
their hands. Their efforts, along 
with other women's bodies, have 
culminated in the campaign for a 
proposed Domestic Violence Act 
which is still pending passage 
through Parliament. The National 
Council of Women Organizations, 
the umbrella body of women • s non
governmental organizations, is also 
actively looking into environmen
tal and anti-pollution issues. PER-

TIWI or the Islamic Women's Ac
tion Committee is known for its 
anti-dadah campaign especially 
among young people. The AWL or 
Association for Women Lawyers 
together with other women's 
groups have worked on legal 
remedies such as the amendments 
on rape laws, the Child Protection 
Enactment as well as the proposed 
Domestic Violence Act. Other 
bodies such as IKW AM 
(Malaysian Women's Advance
ment Institute), Tenaganita, 
Women for Women's Association 
(WOW), NA WOM (National As
sociation for Women 
Entrepreneurs), Friends of Women. 
Sisters-In-Islam and some con
sumer groups are also taking up 
women's issues pertaining to 
development, economic and 
religious matters. Some of these 
groups work in closer association 
with the establishment than others. 

While all this certainly reflects 
the beginning of the daybreak in 
women's movement in our society, 
it is nevertheless important to 
evaluate the significance and im
plications of the issues debated. 

Let us first trace the common 
ground of the current women's 
movement. Although the various 
groups tend to focus on similar is
sues emphasising their social rather 
than the political implications, the 
common complaint is basically 
society's injustice to women. Thus 
the subject here is gender inequity 
in our society. What is "gender 
inequity"? It is the situation of un
equal power of men and women in 
society, which is reflected within 
their personal relationships. It must 
be clear that this unequal power · 
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structure comprises of two ele
ments: the structural - that is those 
societal institutions which define 
and maintain women's subordinate 
position and thus prevent them 
from influencing or changing the 
social order - and the ideological -
that is the socialisation process 
which ensures acceptance of that 
order. Thus the women's move
ment is often the voice of a mar
ginalised group of people in the 
process of progress and develop
ment. The women's movement has 
always been misconstrued as being 
merely concerned with a group of 
people i.e. women whose position 
it wants to better. But the truth is, it 
really is about the elimination of a 
type of injustice in our social and 
personal lives. Of course the ques
tion of justice is a very tricky one, 
nevertheless we can start with the 
assumption that if things are made 
systematically harder for women 
than men in the same position and 
with identical abilities or if she has 
to sacrifice more (in terms of fami
ly and public approval, etc.), then 
there is institutional sex-based in
justices or inequity. 

Having that in mind, let us at
tempt an overview of the issues 
presented by the various women's 
groups. It is evident that the 
predominant issue has been on the 
search for women's place and 
rights in the public sphere. Since 
women began to enter the 
workforce in the 60's, there have 
been a proliferation of investiga
tions and writings on the area of 
women and work. Issues of 
women's representation in trade 
unions, occupational mobility, 
sexual division of labour in the 



stereotypes and sexual division of 
labour within the home or the fami
ly. 

economic sector have often been 
~~hli~hted. The push for equal par
ticipation of women in develop
ment has Jed to the encouragement 
of women to become professionals 
to equip themselves with 
entreprenuerial skills and to com
pete with their male counterparts. 
These moves are not in themselves 
necessarily negative. However, we 
should be cautious that these do not 
become cliched measures of 
w?""en' ~ ~rment in society as 
thts mobility ts only accessible to a 
certain group of women, usuaJJy, 
the more affluent. Nonetheless the 
local media's coverage on women 
seems to be directing towards 
building up the "superwoman 
syndrome" which most probably 
will further entrap and coerce 
women into certain moulds and im
ages created by society. Images 
such as "modem woman", "cor
porate woman", "chic and ever 
youthful", are frequently used to 
depicting women as successful in 
every v.:ay: _juggling career, family 
~d SOCial life, and yet still manag
mg to stay young, fit and beautiful 
all the time. In fact, recently a major 
newspaper company has even or
ganized a seminar entitled "'The 
Complete Woman". 

This silence on the critique of 
the family by the women's move
ment in Malaysia is possibly due to 
many reasons. Firstly, unlike most 
western industrialized societies 
which are experiencing a decay of 
the . family institution, in our 
soctety, the family institution ap
pears. to thrive weU. In fact it 
remains a sanctified institution and 
the mainstay of society. Thus to 
start with a critique of the family 
would entail public wrath and an
tagonism. Secondly, the women's 
m~vement here is consciously 
trymg to elude the labelling that 
they are influenced by western 
women, perhaps, because of our 
customary equating of the West 
with decadence and aJso partly be
cause of ow: prud_ence in assessing 
our relationship with the 
hegemonic tendencies of the 
western world. 

Contrary to these popular 
cliches of the modem women ac
tivist groups are faced with ' the 
harsh and ugly realities of gender 
re~tions in our everyday social life 
With problems such as domestic 
violence, rape, sexual hacrasment 
child-abuse. Their efforts are ofte~ 
being impeded by existing social 
and legislative constraints. As the 
first step in their struggle they have 
?ushed for legal remedies pertain
mg to these issues. We have seen 
the amendments to the rctpe 1a ws 
the Child Abuse Enactment and th~ 
proposed Domestic Violence Act 
While these are positive measu~ 
and serve as platforms of articula
tion as weU as ensuring an avenue 
towards institutionalising sexual 
equality, what is stiU often 
neglected is the issue of gender 

With this taboo towards the 
critique of the family we fmd that 
as ~alaysian women struggle to get 
SOCtal and legal recognition in 
~acious. matte~ there is hardly any 
mspcctton of 1ssues within the per-
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sonal sphere; i.e., the family. Per
haps we should realise that a criti
que of the family does not 
necessarily mean adopting an anti
family institution disposition. It 
does not necessarily mean the ad
vocating of alternative lifestyles 
such as co-habitation 
homosexuality or lesbianism which 
are still unacceptable to our social 
mores. But perhaps it is time for us 
to ~ise that present-day Jiving is 
creatmg new tensions within the 
family unit in our society. We have 
to take an honest look at the ine
qualities at home. 
. We find that many women are 
m ~act facing the difficulty of 
havmg to balance their respon
sib~lities at work as well as at home. 
Chtldcare and housework is a prob
lem shared by women from all so-
cial stratifications. Many make do 
with in-laws or grandparents, the 
more weU-to-do are dependent on 
the maid- system in particular in the 
form of foreign labour whose 
reliabmty is at question not to men
tion the humanitarian implications. 

The issues of power relations 
and the sexual division of labour at 
home have to be debated if we are 
talking about equality of the sexes 
as the present situation creates ~ 
dual burden on women especially if 
they are also working outside the 
home. The statistical rates of wife 
battery, child abuse and matitaJ 
~roblems in our society are attesta
tions to the problems that arise from 
within the family unit Thus it is 
pointless propagating women's 
rights and improvement if we have 
only swept a basic problem be
tween the sexes conveniently under 
the carpet There are no easy 
answers but it is time for both men 
and women to come together and 
try to work out solutions for a better 
and more equal partnership within 
the family and for the authorities to 
foster this need by making sure that 
the institutions of society also 
promote equality between men and 
women.+ 



International Politics 

Maintain the Rage 

I• M• P• E e R•l• A • L•I•S• M 
• The policy and practice of forming and maintaining 
an empire in seeking to control raw materials and 
world markets by the conquests of other countries, 
the establishment of colonies, etc. 

• The policy and practice of seeking to control the 
economic and political affairs of Third World 
countries. 

T
hroughout history, imperial 
powers have dealt with the 
" inferior" nations of the Third 

World and their people by the use of 
military power and brute f<Xre. 

Thus, they could intimidate any 
Third World country that would 

dare to stand up against them as an 
equal or threaten their economic in
terests; destabilize independent 
sovereign nations; assassinate 
popular leaders they do not like at 
will; and install pliant leaders and 
client states. 
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The collapse of Eastern Europe 
and changes in socialist states 
renew debates on a number of is
sues in the student movement inter
nationally. One of which is whether 
the international student movement 
should drop anti-imperialism as 



one of their major plat
forms. 

We live at a time of 
great changes where his
tory is in the making. In 
addition, today our his
tory is also being 
reexamined and rewrit
ten. Distortions in our his
tory should be rectified 
and effort in that direction 
should be welcomed. 

However, the history 
of colonialism and im
perialism must forever 
remain as what it is - a 
testimony to the brutal 
and bloody repression of 
the Third World. For 
those who may have for
gotten, below is a list 
prepared by Third World 
Resurgence, of major im
perialist interventions in the Third 
World after World War II. 

IRAN 1953 

In 1953, th~ CIA staged a coup 
against Prime Minister Muhammad 
Mossadegh when he proposed to 
expropriate Anglo-Iranian Oil 
Company. CIA reinstated the Shah 
after he was driven out by a popular 
movement under Mossadegh and 
gave him absolute powers. In 1979, 
after many years of struggle, the 
despotic Shah of Iran was fmally 
overthrown in a revolution. 

GUATEMALA 1954 

In 1954, the ClA planned and 
directed a bloody military coup that 
overthrew the legitimate govern
ment of Jacobo Arbcnz and res
tored power to the most reactionary 
groups. Land reform programme 
and other democratic gains were 
annulled. 

HUNGARY 1956 

In 1956, the Soviet Union invaded 
to remove and later killlmre Nagy 

when he attempted to make Hun
gary a neutral state. 

EGYPT 1956 

In 1956,GreatBritain,Franceand 
Israel invated Egypt when Presi
dent Nasser nationalized Suez 
Canal. 

CONGO (ZAIRE) 
1960 

In July 1960, when Patrice 
Lumumba became the first prime 
minister, Belgium with the support 
of Britain, US, France and West 
Germany, engineered the secession 
ofKatanga Province which was the 
backbone of the Congolese 
economy because of Lumumba's 
nationalist policies. In September, 
a CIA inspired coup toppled 
Lumumba. He was arrcsed, tor
tured and then assassinated. 

VIETNAM 1960-75 

Arter the French were ig
nominiously defeated at Dien Bien 
Phu in 1954, the 1954 Geneva 
Agreements provided for the 
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withdrawal of the French and 
general elections to be held in 1956. 
Meanwhile Vietnamese troops 
were to withdraw north of the 17th 
parallel. The US set up the regime 
ofNgo Dinh Diem in Saigon divid
ing the country and violating the 
Geneva Agreements as elections 
would not be held. 

In 1960, resistance against the 
Diem regime was organized under 
the National Liberation Front 
(NLF) and this continued against 
successive military governments in 
Saigon propped up by the US. By 
1969, US aid to Saigon included 
580,000 soldiers. 

The US destroyed 70% of the 
northern villages and left 10 million 
hectares of unproductive land. 
Vietnam, throughout the 15 year 
war, suffered the unprecedented 
aggression of the most powerful 
military apparatus in the world. 
More bombs were dropped in Viet
nam than in the entire Second 
World War and the most barbaric 
chemical and biological weapons 
were used in a declared attempt to 
"drive Vietnam back to the Stone 
Age". 

Throughout the war, the most 
brutal operations were conducted 



Alghenistlll'l: Ballleground tor fie irn~ rn.nourvr.e of the Soviet Union 
8nd ... us in the 70s. 

by the CIA. Operation Phoenix in
volved the murder of tens of 
thousands of civilians, in an unsuc
cessful attempt to eliminate support 
in South Vietnam for NLF. How
ever, Saigon was finally liberated 
by the revolutionary forces in April 
1975, and in 1976 following a 
general election, Vietnam was 
reunified. 

CUBA 1961 

In December 1958, when Fidel 
Castro's Rebel Army were closing 
in on Havana, the dictator Fulgen
cioBatista fled from Cuba. In 1961, 
President Kennedy organized the 
invasion of Cuba with Cuban mer
cenaries and air support from the 
US Air Force to remove a revolu
tionary government which had in
stituted Agrarian Reform and the 
expropriation of US companies in 

Cuba But the Bay of Pigs invasion 
was a disaster and it ended after 72 
hours of fierce fighting. It was the 
ftrst military defeat of US im
perialism in Latin America 

. GUYANA 1963 

In 1963,thePrimeMinisterChed
di Jagan was overthrown with CIA 
support because his socialist orien
tation was a threat to the US. 

DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC 1963 

In 1963, following a social upris
ing, elections were held and Juan 
Bosh was elected president 7 
months later he was overthrown by 
military officers from the previous 
US-backed Trujillo dictatorship. In 
1965, a popular uprising took place 
led by Colonel Francisco Caamano 
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Deno, a nationalist. President Lyn
don Johnson sent in 4,500 troops 
and the peoples' uprising was sup
pressed. 

INDONESIA 1965 

In 1965, President Sukamo an
nounced the nationalization of oil 
reserves which were in the hands of 
Royal Dutch Shell. In October, 
General Suharto seized power to 
prevent "communist penetration". 
The bloody coup cause<;l nearly 1 
million deaths and left 20,000 
political prisoners. The full role of 
the CIA in the overthrow of Sulcar
no is only beginning to come to 
light. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
1968 

In 1968, Soviet tanks rolled into 
Prague to overthrow Alexander 
Dubcek who was considered a 
Soviet threat. 

CHILE 1973 

In 1970, Dr Salvador Allende 
won the elections and became 
president The new government ex
propriated over 200 companies, na
tionalized private banks and placed 
foreign trade under state control. It 
also launched a land reform 
programme. In September 1973, 
General Augusto Pinochet staged a 
coup with the active participation 
of the CIA and the transnational 
corporations. President Allende 
was shot dead. A ruthless wave of 
repression followed. Tens of 
thousands of workers, political and 
labour leaders, singers, actors and 
students were arrested, tortured or 
killed on the spot. 

AFGHANISTAN 
1979 

In 1979, the Soveit army invaded 
in support of the new regime of 



Prot•ting the recent Gulf W•: It w. one of Americe'e exp.,.loniet eff011e. 

Bab~. Kamal which was facing use force against another state". It 
op~tion from guerilla groups called for such acts to cease and that 
who m twn were supported by the N' US and its Western allies. •caragua should receive compen-

NICARAGUA 
1979-90 

After years of ruthless repres
SIO~ under the dictatorship of Anas
tasio Somoza, the Sandanista Front 
in a popular uprising took over con
trol of Nicaragua and established 
the Junta for National Reconstruc
tion in JulY 1979. The revolutionary 
government nationalized the lands 
and industrial properties belonging 
to the Somozas and set up a multi
party State Council to carry out 
revolutionary reforms within a 
framework of wide democratic par
ticipation and respect for individual 
liberties and rights. 

In 1983, President Reagan 
revealed the existence of secret 
funds for covert CIA operations 
against Nicaragua and to aid 
counter- revolutionary (Contras) 
operating from Honduras. The war 
t?Ok more than 40,000 Nicaraguan 
hves, out of a population of 3 mil
lion, and displaced 250,000 
farmers. It caused Nicaragua some 
US$3 billion. 

In June 1986, the International 
Court of Justice ruled that "the us 
by mining N~caragua's harbours 
was violating its obligation not to 

sation for the damages caused. The 
US openly rejected the verdict 

In February 1990. the Sandanis
ta government lost the elections due 
to US support for the opposition. 
The 8-year US funded contra war 
against the Sandanistas had 
destroyed the Nicaraguan economy 
and Nicaraguans wanted change so 
voted with their stomachs. 

GRENADA 1983 

In March 1979, the New Jewel 
Movement with popular support set 
up a revolutionary government 
headed by Maurice Bishop. It 
launched a broad reform and 
democratic programme in health 
housing, transport, education and 
agriculture. It pursued a non
aligned, anti-imperialist policy. In 
October 1983, after many unsuc
cessful attempts at destabilizing the 
government, the US invaded 
Grenada. 

FIJI1987 

In April 1987, Timoci Bavadra 
won the elections and became the 
prime minister. The new Labour 
govenment decided on an inde
pendent foreign policy which 
meant supporting the 
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"denuclearization of the Pacific" 
and a ban on all nuclear tests in the 
region. In May 1987, Bavadra was 
ousted in a coup led by Colonel 
Sitiveni Rabuk:a. Bavadra and all 
his cabinet ministers were arrested. 
The coup coincided with the visit to 
the island of General Vernon Wal
ters, US representative before the 
UN and CIA assistant director. 

PANAMA 1989 

In 1977, President Carter and 
Omar Torrijos signed the Panama 
Canal Treaties which paved the 
way for the closure of US military 
bases and the return of the Panama 
Canal to Panama as from the year 
2000. _In 1?'79, General Torrijos 
was ktUed m a mysterious plane 
crash. 

In 1984, Manuel Noriega, 
formerly a CIA informer and drug 
runner, took command of the Na
tional Guard and became Panama's 
strongman. When Noriega rejected 
Washington's demands in 1987 to 
amend the Canal Treaty to allow 
the US to continue using its military 
bases in the Canal Zone after 2000 
getting rid or Noriega became th~ 
primary US obsession. 

In 1988, Noriega was indicted 
for cocaine trafficking in Miami. In 
1989, the CIA pumped in US$10 
million to fmance the opposition 
campaign of Guillermo Endara in 
the presidential elections. Noriega 
annulled the election results. 

After a failed CIA backed 
military coup by Major Moises 
Giraldi, the US invaded Panama in 
December 1989. It resulted in the 
death of some 7,000 civilians 
20,000 were made homeless and 
US$1 billion in property damaged. 
The US backed Endara government 
is now being pressured by the US to 
renegotiate the Canal Treaties so as 
to allow US military presence in 
Panama beyond 2000.+ 

ExJracttd from ASA NEws· 
lssut 1, March 1991 
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CURRENT 
CONCERNS 

The Passing Away Of Pak 
Sako 

Pak Sako wa. a champion of the poor. 

ALIRAN expresses its sadness 
at the passing away ofDatuk 

Ishak Haji Mohammed or "Pak 
Sako" yesterday. 

As a major literary figure in 
the country for at least 4 decades, 
Pak Sako played an important 

role in shaping the popular con
sciousness in issues pertaining to 
freedom and social justice. Pak 
Sako, through his novels and es
says, was a sincere champion of 
the poor and the oppressed. 

He led a simple, honest life 
right till the very end. He was one 
of those few writers who could not 
be tempted by wealth or power. 

May his soul rest in peace. 
Executive Committee 

8 November 1991 

The UMA Exhibition 

The Langkawi International 
Maritime & Aerospace 

(LIMA) Exhibition from 11 to 15 
November 1991 has a strong 
military element to it. The Exhibi
tion will feature an awesome array 
of military aircraft such as the Su-
27 Flanker, the F-15 Eagle, the 
Mikoyan MIG-29 Fulcrum, the F-
16 Fighting Falcon and other high
tech strike fighter jets. 

The glorifi,cation of military 
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aricraft in an exhibition which has 
the active support of Defence Es
tablishments from all over the 
world, is totally incongruous with 
our nation's professed commit
ment to 'peace, freedom and 
neutrality'. Since the Exhibition is 
also aimed at promoting sales of 
the equipment that is being put on 
display, Malaysia is in fact en
couraging military spending. The 
Malaysian government is, in other 
words, helping in the growth of 
the arms industry - the industry 
that kills and maims human 
beings, that eliminates and an
nihilates human life. 

It is possible to develop 
maritime and aerospace in
dustries minus the military 
dimension. Indeed, there is no 
need to hold a spectacular exhibi
tion in order to establish our own 
maritime and aerospace in
dustries. It is not through spec
tacular exhibitions that other 
nations had developed their ship
building and aircraft industries. 

What is really needed if we 
want to establish our own 
maritime and aerospace in
dustries is proper planning, the 
allocation of resources and the ac
quisition of appropriate scientific, 
technological and engineering 
skills, supported by adequate re
search facilities. 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

12 November 1991 

UN Meeting On Human 
Freedom 

The United Nations Develop
ment Programme (UNDP) is 

organising a 2-day meeting on 19 
and 20 November 1991 in New 
York to discuss its controversial 
Human Freedom Index. 

Dr. Chandra Muzaffar has 
been invited to attend the meet
ing. 23 other human rights 
thinkers and activists from all 
over the world will also take part. 

The meeting will examine the 
Human Freedom Index used in 
the UNDP's 1991 Report which 
was severely criticized by a num
ber of Third World leaders as cul-



turally biased and unrepresenta
tive of the economic and social 
rights valued by developing 
countries. The Malaysian Prime 
Minister, Dr. Mahathir Moham
mad, was one of the critics of the 
Index. Dr. Chandra had also done 
a critica1 analysis of the Index and 
its weaknesses. 

The UNDP meeting in New 
York will explore the possibility of 
evolving a universally acceptable 
concept ofhuman freedom and the 
methodology for measuring and 
indexing such a concept. 

12 November 1991 

Ariffin Omar 
Secretary 

The Killing In East nmor 

ALIRAN deplores the shooting 
of funeral mourners in Dili, 

East Timor on 12 November 1991. 

HANP5 UP AL~ 1HOSE 
IN FAVOUR OF 

JOINING IN!JONE!>JA! 

From all accounts, the Indonesian 
army was responsible for the inci
dent. 

Though the Indonesian 
government has promised a 
"thorough investigation", interna
tional public opinion will not be 
satisfied until the. perpetrators of 
this crime are brought to book. 
There should be no attempt to con
ceal the truth in any way. 

The Malaysian government 
should, through diplomatic chan
nels, advise the Indonesian 
authorities to conduct an open, 
honest inquiry into the shooting 
and take appropriate measures to 
ensure that such an incident does 
not recur. 

This incident has particular 
significance for us since one of the 
persons reported killed is a young 
Malaysian studying at the 
University of New South Wales in 
Sydney. Kamal Bamadhaj was an 

"'n December 1975, Indonesia Invaded East 
Timor. 1he lrwallon was the ~ of a 
~ suppnMSion which led to the cleo1h of 
ovw 200,000 llmorese. However, delple the 
mc:IIIOCI'8, the World at lalge WOI mute. the"" 
unlike I~ Indonesia was a friend of the Unled 
Stat• and unlike Kuwait, Eatt ntnor .. not a 
qtlent .... of Uncle Sam. 

Since the annexafiotl of East :nmor by ~ 
~. there hal been an Qltempl by au 
goyemn .. nts to bury the Timor lOgO. blithe 
lllue •maine on the UniHtd NatioN agencll 
where llhould _, uniiChe 11mc:atM OM 01-
lowtd to have a tOVabout thww..• 

ABA~J,NMa,~.a.o 
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intelligent, committed student ac
tivist with noble ideals. 

ALIRAN mourns his death 
and the death of all the other in
nocent victims of state power. 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

14 November 1991 

Independent 
Disciplinary Bodies 

The recent report in of the in
tended legislation providing 

for independent disciplinary bodies 
for the Malaysian Bar is welcome 
news to anyone concerned with the 
state of the legal profession today. 

The intended legislation ap
pears to be based on the Report of 
the 'fun Hussein Onn Committee 
set up by the Bar Council in 1985 
to look into the whole question of 
misconduct and discipline among 
members ofthe legal profession. 

It was only in 1991 that the 
recommendations of this Report 
were adopted by the Government 
as the basis for a Bill to be put 
through Parliament. The part 
played by all relevant parties in 
bringing in the intended legisla
tion should therefore be duly ac
knowledged. 

The chlefmerit ofthe new ~:~ys
tem consists of standing panels of 
lawyers and lay persons who are 
appointed by the Chief Justice to 
enquire into complaints of a dis
ciplinary nature against members 
of the Bar. The streamlined 
proceedings also provide a speedy, 
less adversarial procedure for 
deciding on complaints against 
lawyers. 

The requirement of compul
sory professional insurance to be 
taken out by all practising lawyers 
will undoubtedly be appreciated 
by the public. There is a real need 
for the guarantee of available 
funds to meet possible claims by 
clients in cases of negligence or 
malpractice. 

14 November 1991 

Gan Teilc Chee 
ExcoAllRAN 



Ethnic Relations 

Jewish-Black Conflict 
Symptom of a larger malaise in 

American Society 
The myth of Jewish-black 
alliance was exploded on 
August 19,1991 when an 
Mrican-Amerian child 
was run over by a Jewish 
motorist, resulting in the 
Crown Heights riots. 

T
heAugust l9deathofaseven
year-old African-American 
child, Gavin Gato, run over by 

a Jewish motorist, Y osef Lifsh, in 
Crown Heights, New Y a:k, sparked 
off one of the worst racial strifes in 
recent American histay. Gavin and 
his sister Angela were hit as they 
played outside their apartment build
ing in Brooklyn. What added fuel to 
fire was the response of a private 
Jewish ambulance service. As the 
two children lay trapped beneath the 
car, the paramedics igJO'OO them and 
went instead 10 tend to Lifsh. Such 
callous disregard for black life con
finned all the worst feelings, real or 
imagined, of the African-American 
community. 

In the subsequent four days of 
violence, a Hasidic Jew was 
stabbed to death by a black youth 
who has since been charged. Lifsh, 
however, remains free and no char
ges have been pressed against him 
so far. The police and the Brooklyn 
district attorney, Charles Haynes, 
who only a week earlier had 
returned from a visit to Israel, have 
taken cover behind the excuse that 
it was an 'accident'. The African-

Americans, oC course, see it dif
ferently .It was one more case of the 
'special treatment' the Jews get 
while the blacks are hounded and 
persecuted, they say. It has also 
come to light that Lifsh was drunk 
and was driving without a licence. 

Violence is so much apart of the 
American way of life that its erup
tion surprises no one. The current 
conflict is no exception; what is 
special about it is the identity of the 
antagonists: Jews versus blacks. 
For decades, a myth of Jewish
black alliance was peddled in the 
US. Unnaturol as this alleged al
liance was, its propagation served 
to project the Jews as 'liberal' and, 
therefore, above racism. They also 
argued that since they had histori
cally been persecuted like the 
blacks, they understood and shared 
a common historical experience 
with them. The Crown Heights riots 
have finally laid the bogey of black
Jewish alliance to rest. 

In the charged atmosphere, 
racist accusations from both sides -
'blacks are lazy,' 'they don't work,' 
etc - have tended to cloud the un
derlying causes of conflict in 
society. America is, by it~ very na
ture, a racist and exploitative 
society. True, in the civil rights 
marches of the sixties, Jews sup
ported the blacks but only a tiny 
majority of them. As Henry Sieg
man, executive director of the 
American Jewish Congress, con
ceded, if Jews 'championed the 
cause of civil rights ... they did so 
because they understood that a 
society that abuses its racial 

minorities is not likely to protect its 
religious minorities. 

Neither their historical nor con
temporary persecution, however, 
has prevented the Jews from be
coming oppressors in their own 
right. In ancient Egypt, the 
Hebrews were treated as slaves yet 
many merchant ships owned by 
such well-known Jews as Newport, 
Aaron Lopez and Jacob Rivera 
transported hundreds of thousands 
of Africans as slaves to America 
Jews also went to the South as cot
ton planters; owned black slaves 
and made fortunes. One of the most 
notorious slave masters was Simon 
Baruch, a quartermaster- general in 
the confederacy and a member of 
theKu Klux Klan (KKK)! Another, 
Judah Benjamin, held the posts of 
the confederacy's attorney general, 
its secretary of war and finally as 
secretary of State. 

One need not hold a people's 
past history against them today but 
the Jews' record despite their per
secution even in Nazi Germany 
hardly gives cause for much hope. 
Their suffering during the Second 
World War has not prevented them 
from exploiting black workers in 
New York· s sweat shops or tenants 
in slum-dwellings. To call the 
blacks 'lazy' is to stand the truth on 
its head: the cotton plantations were 
not tilled by the Whites! 

It is, however, the daily ex
periences of African-Americans in 
recent years that have intensified 
their resentment. Unlike other 
localities, Crown Heights is not a 
run-down neighbourhood of New 



. "For nearty two decades and eSpecially in 
the laSt 12 years. there have been deep cuts 
in US government 80Cialspellding 
programmes. BudOet allocations fOr health, 
housing and edUcation have been 
~redUced. ::rhese cuts have 
prlm8rily affected~ 81 the lOwer end of 
the scale; Le. the blackL. Yet, during the 
same peiWd, US handouts to Israel have 
skyrocketted." 

York. It is suburban middle-class. 
Unemployed black youths (40 per
cent) congregate in this locality as 
in others because they have little 
else to do. But it is not just the 
youths, even older blacks resent 
being badgered by wealthy Jews 
offering to buy their properties at 
inflated prices. The African
Americans feel that they are being 
driven out of their own neighbour
hood. 

On a more mundane level, the 
blacks feel discriminated against 
while they see Jews get special 
treatment. They cite the example of 
parking on city streets. On Satur
days - the Sabbath -:. the police 
waive parking restrictions for Jews 
but blacks get ticketed. How can 
they tell a car owned by a Jew or 
black? And why cannot the waiver 
be extended to everyone, they ask. 

Further, Jewish leaders get spe
cial police protection as they drive 
through the neighbourhood; no 
such privileges exist for any blacks 
- rich or poor. Why? 

The blacks charge the Jews ex
ercise undue influence on the 
decision-making process. This is 
borne out at least in the case of the 
police. Several prominent members 
of the Hasidic community ar~ on 
special advisory councils organized 
by Haynes - himself of Jewish 
origin - to consult with the district 
attorney. Two of them, rabbi 
Joseph Spielman and Edgar Gluck, 

have now been asked to step aside 
temporarily as investigation into 
the Lifsh incident gets underway. 
Spielman's two sons were in the car 
that killed Gavin; Gluck is a 
spokesman for the ambulance ser
vice that refused to attend to the 
seriously injured and dying black 
children. 

On a larger level, the issue is far 
more serious. For nearly two 
decades and especially in the last 12 
years, there have been deep cuts in 
US government social spending 
programmes. Budget allocations 
for health, housing and education 
have been drastically reduced. 
These cuts have primarily affected 
people at the lower end of the scale; 
i.e. the blacks. In fact. since the civil 
rights marches of the sixties and the 
ensuing legislation, the standard of 
living and income of blacks have 
fallen. Yet, during the same period, 
US handouts to Israel have 
skyrockettcd. From the creation of 
the Zionist State in 1948 to 1967, 
the US gave US$348 million in aid 
and grants to Israel. In the next 20 
years, this climbed to $67 billion. 
And now, the Zionists are demand
ing $10 billion to settle Russian 
Jews in Palestine. Even as funding 
for American social programmes is 
cut, the Jewish lobby is demanding 
payments to Israel. 

The everyday, unemployed 
black youths in the street may not 
be aware of these mind-boggling 
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sta~stics but their leaders know all 
too well. That is why black leader
ship, too, has become vocal in its 
criticism of Jewish influence and 
practices. Blacks constitute nearly 
15 percent of America's population 
yet their share of business or repre
sentation in the professions is insig
nificant Only one black 
businessman - John Johnson - is 
counted among the 400 richest 
Americans. By comparison, Jews -
2.54 percent of the total population 
- make up 21 percent of the richest 
Americans. In the professions, it is 
equally revealing: at least 20 per
cent of American's lawyers and 
doctors are Jews;; only 2.6 percent 
of its doctors are black. In the 100 
largest American law fmnsonly 1.6 
percent of attorneys are black. 

It would be unfair to hold the 
Jews responsible for this situation 
but what upsets the blacks is that at 
least 64 percent of Jews oppose af
fumative action; only 22 percent 
support it. Affirmative action will 
not disadvantage the Jews as a 
group; it is designed to help the 
blacks. It is this fact that forced 
even a person like Jesse Jackson -
no ftrebrand revolutionary - to say: 
'Around a moral struggle to move 
IN (public accommodation, voting 
rights, open housing), blacks and 
Jews marched and died together. 
But in the economic struggle to 
move UP (equity and parity; shared 
power), Jewish resistance to affum
ativeaction and minimum quotas of 
inclusion for blacks into law, medi
cal and other professional schools -
which Jews historically viewed as a 
means of their own exclusion - has 
put black and Jewish interests in 
conflict.' 

The racial strife in Crown 
Heights is a manifestation of this 
larger phenomenon. As economic 
conditions in the US worsen and as 
American handouts to Israel esca
late, this conflict is likely to assume 
.even more serious proportions.+ 

ExJracted from CRESCENT: 
Sept 16-30, 1991 



••• cOIIIinlled/rom bad page 

his agenda is any indication of his 
]Dorities then it is the EC that Japan 
is eyeing for future trade. So where 
does that leave Mahalhir' s new 
dilemma - the EAEC or EAEG or 
whatyamacallit? 

••• 
MORE PRAISE THAN 

SUBSTANCE 

Glowing newspaper reports 
followed the maiden budget 

speech delivered by the months-old 
Fmance Minister in Parliament on 
November 1. It was praise, praise 
and more praise in the papers for a 
budget aimed primarily at further
ing the free marlcet system. In fact, 
an economic panel discussing the 
budget observed that critical 
remarks occupied a single column 
in an establishment paper. 

But let's not talk: about all that 
since we have read it all in the 
papers It appeared that those 
watching the live telecast that 
afternoon were not only curious 
about what was in store for the 
economy, but in how the Minister 
would carry it off. He was nearly as 
nervous as a chap on his first date 
and gulped greedily several times 
from the glasses of water at his side. 
Unfortunately in his excitement, 
one of the glasses he grabbed 
belonged to his colleague Rafldah 
whom many said (behind his back, 
of COW"Se) should have been the one 
reading the speech. 

The liVe telecast also afforded 
home viewers a glimpse of a select 
section of the Cabinet. They 
discovered that Rafidah socked 
sweets in Parliament and tempted 
her colleagues, in this case, Leo 
Moggie, 10 do the same. Now we 
know where those two get their 
extra calooes. tbey ~whispered 

conspiratorily intQ one another's 
ears, probably <llil;ussing ways to 
lose weight Mr RTM Mohamed 
Rahmat merely looked glwn from 
start to end as thoUgh grudging his 
colleague's total domination of 
both his nctwotks. 

The expressions of several 
Ministers suggested too that they 
had ~ the art of napping 
with their eyes wide open. Those 
yet to master the lechniquc ended 
up in a spectacular display of 
molars and in the case of tbe oldies, 
dentures. A few looked as if they 
wished they were home listening to 
their CDs of Sentimental Hits of the 
'60s (30s for the oldies). 
Unfortunately, the camera refused 

- to focus on the Opposition bench, 
whom I am sure. has equally, if not 
more interesting boredom antics. 

However, the part that had 
viewers laughing their sides out was 
when the Minister, bored with 
GNPs, interest rates, lax incentives, 
tariffs and what-not. launched into 
a liUle politicking that appeared 
directed at a former predecessor 
now sitting ac~ the floor. It was 
clearly not part of the prepared 
~peed• for the RTM2 announcer 
translating the text sputtered in 
confusion and after a few 
embamssed giggles, told viewers to 
make out the rest of the speech 
themselves. No wonder they refuse 
to live-telecast Parliamentary 
sittings! 

• • • 
FAMOUS LAST 

WORDS, HUGS AND 
KISSI;S 

U mno's rising star Anwar 
IbratUm bas vehemently 

denied rumours of strains between 
him and the deputy PM. With an 
expression etched in perplexed dis
tress, the Umno vice-president 
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blamed such cruel talk on those out 
to undermine his position. So 
~rious were the winds of lies that 
he even used his budget speech to 
hit out at the evils of rumour 
mongering. 

Still, many were mystified as to 
why he was only now mo_uthing 
impassioned denials when talk of 
'~Anwar's men., and "Ghafar's 
team" had driven the rumour mills 
into near frenzy for well over a year. 
Fanned by endless sheets of surat 
Jayang, those nasty 
rnmour-mongers had blamed him 
for the relygation of his arch rival 
Sanusi Junid to the Cabinet dusun 
(the Agriculture Ministry). 

The same wicked gossipers also 
whispered to whoever had a pair of 
ears that no thanks to Tok Mat (said 
to be aligned to Ghafar), RTM 
(unlike TV3) had refused to adopt 
Bahasa Baku, a policy advocated 
by Anwar when still Minister of 
Education. They also blamed him 
for the temporary 'exile suffered by 
Pak Lah before he fell back into 
grace (although of a foreign sort). 

Loads of other vile and 
scandalous stuff were said, but we 
shall not repeat them less we are 
occuscd of running a rumour mill. 
Anyway, since all those rumours 
were evidently just rumours, 
perhaps we can soon expect a 
kiss-and-make-up demonstration 
along the lines of the 
Mahathir-Musa cheek-to-cheek 
hug during that famous calm before 
thestonn . 

••• 
SAME SONG, 

DIFFERENT SINGER 
Indonesia's President Suharto 

hal; blamed industrialised nations 
for most of · the world's 
environmental problems and asked 
them to correct lhesituation instead 



of making so much noise. He 
denied that his country was 
over-logging its fOI'CSt resources 
and that Indonesia was planting 
lll(ft trees than cutting them down. 
Familiar tune? Must be lhe Asean 
theme song for lhe environment 

••• 
DONT'T CRY FOR ME, 

FILl PINAl 

T he world's most pathetic 
widow Imelda Marcos 

returned 10 a welcome d8 would 
have grabfied even the vainest of 
movie stars. She had to charter a 
spec.ial plane for her excess bag
gage- shoes, gowns, furs, jewellery 
and stuff like that ButMadam Mar
cos landed to find tta life was not 
so fwl on the ocher side. One.of the 
fmt p1acts she had to visit was the 
courts to face airninal and civil 
charges that copld result in her 
spending more than 100 years in 
jail. 

Actually, the Aquino 
government has found 
investigating into the Marcos 
fortune not unlike digging into a 
bottomless pit. Until today, lhcy 
have yet to put a finger on the 
amount the former first couple 
pilfered from the Filipino people 
during the dead chap's 20 years in 
power. Their guess, as good as 
you:·'S and mine. is that the gmbby 
couple and their business associates 
stole up to US$10 billion from the 
Filipino people. 

Despite her alleged mountain of 
wealth, Mld3m Mlrcos could not 
find enough cash in her US$500 
Chane I purx to donate to victims of 
the Mount Pinatubo uagcdy. Poor 
Cinderella! She plans to raise the 
money by selling the 1,200 (she 
claims she has 3,(XX)!) puirs ol size 
8 shoes left behind in her haste 10 
leave the ball in 1986. 

She had intended to auction off 
her ckesses 100, but changed her 
mind after being pronounced by an 
American fashion designer as one 
of the fashion world's ~ 
fJaSCOS. The fashion guru likened 
her sense of dressing to that of an 
"over-the-hill actress auditioning 
for Evita", abo a poliDcal wife who 
fmunaaelyprecedrd her husband to 
&he OCher world. 'J'hougmdS of her 
countrymen lie dead from flash 
floods on the island of Leyte and 
she is crying over the shame of 
getting her manicured hands 
smudgy with ink in court and her 
missing shoes. What a 'W(lf'IWI! 

••• 
REMOTE SENSING 

THE CORRUPT 

H igh-cech may soon be U9ed to 
detect illegal logging ac

tivities, the Minister of Primary ln
dust.-ies said. In fact. seven people 
in the opposition state of Sabah 
were arresled for illegal logging 
with images taken by a French 
satellite. The Minister has been 
entrusted to study the use, of similar 
remote sensing technology to nab 
more electric sawers. If he suc
ceeds, the Cabinet should also ap
point him to remote sense out those 
Slealiilg from our public coffers. 
The Minislet teally has his hands 
full; he was overflea"d telling a col
league how he spends hours sorting 
through mountains of mail e.~eh 
month from those greenies proiCSt
ing about the way we treat the trees 
in our backyard. 

••• 
PRIMETIME 

I t wa. primelimc TV and~ 
lines for the Umno gencr.il as

sembly. The Bar and the 
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blue-blooded got the worst of it. 
One melriber after anodltr hogged 
the mike with impassioned cries for 
curbs on the monarchy and pR;on 
bars for the members of the 
Malaysian Bar. M<nl condemna
tion. accusations and even threats 
were the order of the day. AD I can 
say is lhal people who live in glass 
houses should not only not throw 
stones, but they should wear 
clothes. It was truly the height of 
hypocrisy! 

And in case you are wondering 
why Unmo delegates scramble to 
grnb the mike, just take a look at 
Se"*lr AMuar Musa - the Youth 
and SJ01S Minister from Kelantan 
(also known as the Minister 
Without Mandate). He started out 
from the floor of Umno general 
assemblies, spouting such 
eloquence and Malay nationalism 
that he caught the eye of the Umno 
leadership, but unforlW\alely. not of 
therakyat 

Two of his Kelantanese 
colleagues were much more 
amusing. They clambered onto 
stage thrusting triumph3nt V -signs 
in the air because the courts had 
declared that they had been 
wx:onstituOOnaJ.Jy stripped of their 
State Assembly seats. But the 
bottom line remains that they have 
been rejected by the rakyat. 
Another Kelantanese delegate 
being interviewed by a TV 
network, gazed deep into the 
camera. mistook the gleaming lens 
for a crystal baJl and promptly 
predicted that Semangat 46 would 
be fmished in two years. 

But the Umno deputy president 
ilid a really decent thing in calling 
on all citizens to erase all traces of 
ethnic feelings and religious bigQtty 
in the quest for national unity. To 
the politicians, he said they should 
aOOndon idle gossip and channel 
their energies IOwards the coun&ry • s 
lWgJ'CSS. The We wmls, said at 
the Unmo general assembly, woere 



widely applauded by Umno 
delegates and leaders. Let's hope 
they will remember it during crucial 
moments such as party or general 
elections. 

Meanwhile, several delegates 
reported they had been mugged 
while shopping at the bazaar 
camped out at the Puua World 
Trade Centre. They had paid $10 a 
piece(!) for Vision 2020 drinking 
mugs. You could say they got a 
foretas1e of the cost of things to 
come in the year 2020. 

• • • 
SAMY'S HAPPY AGAIN 

Continuing the saga of our poor 
littJe rich boy ... will he ever 

fmd happiness again now that his 
friends are indistinguishable from 
his enemies? Looks like he already 
has. The Indian leader's grin 
stretched broader than that of a 
recently-fed alligator when the PM 
called on him during Deepavali. 
Thinls Samy, ~ his sultry wife fed 
him a piece of sweet morsel, is this 
a taste of good things to come? The 
fourth room in line from the PM's, 
golf wilh the PM. trips wilh the PM, 
praises from the PM .... It was 
Deepavali on cloud nine for the guy 
whose fancy hairdo probobly costs 
more than what some estate 
workers earn in a lifetime of toil and 
drudgery. 

• • • 
GHOST OF LP PAST 

T he ghost o{ the Lord President 
past has returned to haWlt us 

sooner than we expected - and its 
not even 01ristmas yet. lt seemJ; 
some foreign investors had second 
thoughts about investing here after 
hearing of how we treated TWl SaJ
Ieh Abas. The Bar Council, claimed 

the PM on his return from Harare. 
had told all the Toms, Dicks and 
Harrys of the world of TWl Salleh' s 
Wljust <1isrlmsal but forgot to say 
how they tried to WlSeal the pesent 
12 through the courts. 

Fortunately, the PM 
straightened the picture for the 
BBC in an interview. However, he 
had his own share oC amnesia for it 
slipped his mind to mention that the 
man who stood 10 gain most from 
TWl Salleh' s departure had also sat 
over the latter's inquiry. Anyway, it 
is with Tun Hamid that the Bar is 
less than enchanted, not the 
judiciary. It should be remembered 
that the Bar's position regarding the 
current l.P was overwhelmingly 
endorsed by an EGM and any 
reversal from the present stand 
would call for show of hands. 

Meanwhile, the Bar Council 
has denied lying. Hopefully their 
denial is more reliable than that of 
some witnessses who take the s&and 
in court because sabobging the 
country's invesament oppOOunities 
can in these days and times amount 
to nothing Jess than being 
unpatriotic. In fact. •t could be more 
terrible than refusing to seD one's 
land to the government. 

••• 
THE INVISIBLE MP 

I t was a furious MCA Deputy 
MinislerofFmance who fOld off 

an Umno branch in his constituency 
for passing a J'l(X()Ilfldence motion 
against him because he had not 
visited the area imlJite ol their in-
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vitabons. Besides, why show his 
face when he empJoyed fulltime 
~to man his fourservicecmtres. 
Furthennore, he has official ap
pointments to fill, the Dewan 
Rakyat to attend and annual leave 
10 lake, he declared. Very pompous 
for a people's repesenlative, this 
Loke Yuen Yow. Anyway, he 
definitely has more guts than his 
other party colleagues. He actually 
dared to tick off a BN big broeher. 
WeU. either he is very brave or very 
foolish. 

••• 
THE LOWER THE 
MORE STABLE 

1\ Jl' eanwhile the other Deputy 
~ ~ .I.Mirusaer of Finance Abdul 
Ghani Othman poudly told Parlia
ment that the ringgit has been stable 
for the past few years. Well, anyone 
who has studied science up to Form 
3 would know that the lower the 
centre oC gravity, the greater the 
stability. Need I say more? 

••• 
SEX+ POLmCS =QUIT 

Sexual har'awnent has replaced 
communism as the biggest 

issue facing America. .. American 
columnist announced with wry 
solemnity. He was commenting on 
how Judge Clarence Thomas 
squeezed his way into the Supreme 
Court on a Senate vote mrqin nar
rower than the tightest oC tight 
slcil1s, Umks (or no thanks. depend
ing on which side you're on) to the 
fwur or angiy American women. 
Politics and sex don't seem to mix 
too weD ~days~ American 
politicians have sadly discovered 
since G:ry Hart and in the case of 
Malaysia, since a certain politician 
discovered the joy of home videos. 



the bank becauSe their rooms were 
booked out for the show. 

Thinking 
allowed 

byNNP 

AN ISLANDFUL OF 
PATRIOTS 

Malaysians kam.t a very ~
proant lesson Ill palnObsm 

recently. It seems one can end up a 
traitc." to this beloved eowttry of 
ours if one refuses to surrender 
one's. property in the name of 
tourism. A frail old lady from the 
island of l..angkawi recently learnt 
this the hard way when she decided 
to challenge the govenunent's ac
quisition of a plot of land that had 
been in her family for four genera-
tions. 

The lady landowner. aged 68, 
was virtually branded a traitc." afler 
she obtained a court injunction to 
stq> the Langlcawi Development 
Authority (LADA) from acquiring 
her property 10 build the five-star 
Langkawi Sheraton for VIP 
delegates to the Langkawi 
Maritime and Aerospace 
Exhibition (LIMA '91) in 
November. AJ*l from the meager 
compensation ($2.30 psf for 
beachfront property valued at about 
$6 in the open market) she was 
upset at LADA's high-handedness 
- the corporation hOO allowed the 
c:ontmctor to start construction even 

before she had agreed to the 
acquisition. 

Over the next few days, the poor 
old lady was denow1Ced for being 
unpatriotic, disloyal, ungrateful, 
irresponsible, or not loving her 
country, failing to uphol<' the 
nation's dignity and even of 
blackmailing the government. The 
old familiar lament. so adored by 
some politicians, about Malays 
losing their land was conveniently 
forgotten. 

The barrage of verbal attacks 
that mined down on her was far 
more terrible than the din from all 
those aeroplanes arriving in 
Langkawi for the exhibition. Three 
days later, she instruCted her lawyer 
(he got off easy - he was only 
labelled a meddling greenie) to 
withdraw the injunction. For her 
born-again patriotism, LADA 
consented to pay her $4.50 psf for 
her land. 

The five-day LIMA '9 1, 
according to our leaders, has put the 
country on the world aviation and 
maritime map. Ambitious 
politicians weren't the only. ones 
counting their blesstngs. 
Hotel-owners in Langkawi and 
even Penang giggled all the way to 

However, claimed friends who 
always seem 10 know everything 
that I don't. the week's activity was 
not confined to the air and sea. A 
fair portion of it occwred in the 
fully-booked hotel rooms. It seems 
the hoards of visitors included 
professionals who hOO just come 
from the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund 
conference in Bangkok. Known as 
members of the world's oldest 
profession, they had ~ to ~e 
bank to deposit therr lucrative 
takings from the bankers' meets, 
squeezed into their topless bikinis 
and headed south for a week of SWl, 

sea and hotel rooms in Langkawi. 
All in all, it was a happy ending 

for most people that week. The 
government got its land, the ~':es 
got their development and the. virile 
seamen and ainnen got thear fun 
(and the ladies of the night got 
them). But the first thing the 
ex -landowners of Langkav.i rushed 
for on receiving their compensation 
were pairs of sunglasses. some 
~-plugs and homes far from the 
madding crowd and restaurants 
selling nasi goreng at $15 a p~! 
They have decided th~ ~mg. 
hearing and doing no .ev_il ~.how 
they want to live as patnouc cmzens 
for the rest of their days. 

• • • 
MALAYSIA LOOKS 
EAST BUT JAPAN 

LOOKS AWAY 
F'l'e~J~ Prime Min
.._ i.saer (!hey seem to BO off as 

quickly as some Japanese 
electronic poducts) wastq)(Xted to 
be planning a tour oi the Economic 
community to meet its leaders. If 
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