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THE GULF WAR 
Nearly every issue of the Aliran Monthly since the Iraqi 

invasion of Kuwait on 2 Aua. 1990, has carried articles on 
the Gulf crisis . Now war. has broken out. Aliran Monthly 
will continue to analyse the situation. 

However, bein& a monthly publication we are at a 
disadvantaae. Events are chanain& so rapictly that what is 
written today is irrelevant the next day. The second article 
in the series of articles below was written as soon as the 
1 S Jan deadline for Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait had 
passed. In less than a day, war beJan and CHANDRA 
MUZAFFAR wrote a second piece callina for an end to 
the bombinp. Both these pieces and other articles on the 
Gulf cr6is are carried below for the benefit of our readers. 

Anguish of War 

A 
liran expresses its profound 
anguish over the bombing of 
Iraq and Kuwait by the 

United States-led multi-national 
force in the Gulf. 

The bombing should stop 
immediately. In some other situa
tion, a body like the United 
Nations Security Council could 
have appealed to the United States 
to cease its aerial bombardment 
of Iraq and Kuwait. But in this 
instance, the Security Council itself 
- under the influence of the United 
States. the world's only superpower 
today - had indirectly sanctioned 
the use of force. A body, whose 
declared aim is the pursuit of 
peace, has paved the way for war. 
And now that a war has broken 
out it is totally helpless. But if 
the Security Council is prepared 
to free itself from the yoke of 
American dominance, there is 
still something it can do to mini
mise the tragedy of death and 
violence in Iraq and Kuwait. It 
can ask the United States and its 
allies to cease bombing Iraq since 
Resolution 678 authorises the use 
of force only for the purpose of 

"It Is a war that 
could have been 

avoided If the series 
of peace plans . 

proposed since 2 
Aug. 1990 had been 

given a genuine 
chance to succeed. 
Because of the real 

motives behind 
Bush's deployment 
of arms and troops 
In the Persian Gulf, 
he was not prepared 

to accept any 
I " pan ..... 

liberating Kuwait. This is why 
initially France, for mstance, 
refused to fight in Iraq since it 
knew that 1t did not have the 
authority to do so. 
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Questionable motives 
But President Bush is deter

mined to destroy Iraq's armed 
strength - which is why the United 
States has been concentrating on 
bombarding all the sources and 
centres of military power in Iraq. 
Bush's obsession exposes one of the 
underlying motives of his Gulf 
adventure. We have stated before 
(Aliran Monthly 10:12) that the 
United States government wants 
to cut Iraq down to size so that 
1t will not be a threat to Israel 
- the United States' principal 
client state in West Asia. It is 
also to -protect the interests of 
other client states in the region like 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates and Egypt. 

It is because of this and other 
such motives - Gulf oil, Kuwait's 
fmanciaJ links with the West, 
the perceived threat from Islam 
and most of all, the United States' 
desire to develop a new security 
arran5ement in the region which 
will enhance its interests - that 
Aliran regards the war which the 
United States and its allies have 
embarked upon as unjust, unethical 
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and unprincipled. 
It is a war that could have been 

avoided if the series of peace 
plans proposed since 2 Aug 1990 
had been given a genuine chance 

to succeed. Because of the real 
motives behind Bush's massive 
deployment of arms and troops 
in the Persian Gulf, he was not 
prepared to accept any plan which 

KING FAHD: Saudi Arabia is a 
client state of the US. 

required the withdrawal of his 
forces or the convening of a peace 
conference on Palestine. President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq too should 
have shown some flexibility. Some 
settlement might have been possible 
if he had taken the first step of 
withdrawing from Kuwait in return 
for a written guarantee from the 
five permanent members of the 
Security Council that a West 
Asia conference on Palestine and 
other related matters would be held 
immediately. 

Now it is too late. Too late for 
peace. Too late for dialogue. Too 
late for give and take. 

But war will not bring peace 
to West Asia. It will be the 
beginning, not the end, of great 
upheaval in one of the most 
tumultuous areas of the world. e 

Our Plea - No War 
W

e have just crossed the 
15 Jan 1991 deadline 
set by the United Nations 

Security Council for Iraq to with· 
draw from Kuwait. War can happen 
any time now - today, tomorrow, 
next week or next month. 

We hope - and pray - that 
there will be no war. People every· 
where don't want a war in the 
Gulf. 

The consequences of a war 
between Iraq and other Arab 
and Muslim groups, on the one 
hand, and the United States·led 
multinational force on the other, 
will be disastrous. Thousands and 
thousands of men, women and 
children will die. Many others 
will suffer all sorts of injuries. 
The adverse impact of a war upon 

the health of the people of the 
region will be felt for a long time 
to come. Analysts also argue that 
the environmental consequences 
will be simply devastating. There 
will be drastic climatic changes; 
tidal patterns will be disrupted ; 
aquatic life will be destroyed; 
vegetation will disappear. 

Since Iraq, Kuwait and the 
Gulf region as a whole are major 
centres of petroleum production, 
oil spillage which is inevitable 
in a war will also pose a grave 
danger to the environment. The 
pollution resulting from the spillage 
- according to one source at least 
- will take generations to clear! 

This will also affect badly the 
economies in the region. Indeed, 
the world economy will also 
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suffer. Those poor countries in the 
South which are heavily dependent 
upon the import of oil, will be 
forced to pay higher bills for not 
only their oil but also the various 
manufactured products that they 
purchase from abroad. Agricultural 
development, which is the mainstay 
of many of these economies, will 
be severely hampered by escalating 
fuel prices. The industrial nations 
in the North will not be spared 
either. Rising petroleum prices 
could lead to serious inflation 
and aggravate the employment 
situation in some of these 
countries. 

No Winners 
From a political standpoint too, 

no one wlll gain from a war in 



the Gulf. A lot of people who 
expect the United States to score 
a quick. decisive victory believe 
that once that superpower triumphs. 
peace will reign in West Asia. It 
is very unlikely that this wiU 
happen. 

A United States victory -
whether swift or not - will 
generate such intense anger, bitter
ness and hatred among the Arab 
and Muslim masses that no one 
wiU be able to contain or control 
its consequences. This is because 
the Arabs and Muslims are deeply 
hurt by the obvious double 
standard in the attitude of the 
United States government towards 
the Iraqi annexation of Kuwait 
in contrast to the Israeli annexation 
of Palestinian territories. 

They regard the expulsion of 
the Palestinians from the land 
they had occupied for no less 
than 3,000 years and the continued 
denial of their right to return to 
their home, as the greatest injustice 
perpetrated against a people in 
the twentieth century. And they 
hold the United States - which 
has been Israel's most powerful 

protector since the creation of 
the Zionist state largely 
responsible for the plight of the 
Palestinians. 

If the legitimate right of the 
Palestinians to a homeland is not 
restored after the Gulf War. it is 
quite conceivable that there 
will be · even greater turmoil 
throughout West Asia. 

This turmoil could well express 
itself through organised acts of 
violence. Israel would be the most 
likely target. All those Arab states 
allied to the United States would 
also be under constant threat 
of attack by armed groups. Coups, 
assasinations, bombings and 
hijackings would become even more 
commonplace. The violent tenor 
of West Asian politics will take 
on an even more brutal tone. 

It is because of these conse
quences that all those who matter 
should do their utmost to avert 
a war. But war can be averted 
only if there is a just peace. In the 
last six months, all the ingredients 
of a just peace have been articu
lated through various peace plans. 
A just peace would have the 
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"If the legitimate 
right of the 

Palestinians to a 
homeland Is not 

restored after the 
Gulf War, It Is quite 

conceivable that 
there will be greater 

turmoil ..... " 

following ingredients : 
One, both the Iraqi and the 

United States-led forces should 
withdraw simultaneously from 
their respective positions in Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia. Their total 
withdrawal should be supervised 
by a United Nations peace-keeping 
team. 

Two, Iraq's claims over Kuwait 
or parts of Kuwait should be 
submitted for arbitration, pre
ferably through the agency of 
the International Court of Justice 
at the Hague . 

Three, once Iraq has withdrawn 
completely from Kuwait, the 
economic sanctions imposed by the 
United Nations Security Council 
against that country should be 
lifted. 

Four, as Iraqi and An1erican-led 
forces withdraw, preparations 
should begin for the holding of 
an international peace and security 
conference on West Asia. All West 
Asian states and the permanent 
members of the United Nations 
Security Council should participate 
in the conference. The conference 
should give priority to the question 



of creating a Palestinian state 
comprising Gaza and the West 
Bank. 

Five, the peace and security 
conference should also try to 
resolve the other issues pertaining 
to foreign annexation and occu
pation in the region with particular 
reference to Lebanon. Problems 
related to territorial boundaries 
within West Asia should also be 
settled at the conference. All 
existing member states - including 
Israel - should be given firm 
guarantees about their boundaries 
after the Palestinian nation is 
established. 

Six, the conference should also 
ban the production, sale and use 
of all biological, chemical and 
nuclear weapons within the region. 
Existing stocks of these weapons 
should be destroyed under the 
supervision of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. 

Seven, the conference should 
adopt a treaty signed by all member 
states and the permanent members 
of the Security Council declaring 
West Asia a neutral, non-aligned 
region which would be free of 
foreign bases and foreign troops. 
The treaty should also prohibit 
defence pacts or other forms of 
military alliances and alignments 
with any nation outside the region. 

Palestinian State 
While a peace and security 

conference on West Asia may not 
be able to address all the crucial 
issues outlined in this essay, it 
would at least seek to establish 
as a matter of utmost urgency 
an independent, sovereign Palesti
nian state. 

It is a pity, in this connection, 
that the United States refuses 
to acknowledge the link between 
the Gulf crisis and the creation 
of a Palestinian state . It is fallacious 
to argue that holding a conference 
on Palestine would tantamout to 
rewarding Iraqi annexation of 
Kuwait. Recognising Palestine is 
not rewarding Iraq. It is acknow
ledging the inalienable right of 
an oppressed people to their 
homeland. 

The Palestinian issue is linked 
to the Gulf crisis in a number of 

BUSH TALKING TOUGH: How 
can the US continue to insist that 
the Palestinian issue should not be 
linked to the Gulf crisis? 

ways. Iraq and some of the other 
Arab states have always held 
that Kuwait 's petroleum, fiscal 
and political policies have bene
fitted the United States and 
indirectly its client-state in the 
region, namely, Israel. This is one 
of the reasons why Kuwait and 
certain other Gulf kingdoms, like 
Saudi Arabia, are perceived as 
Arab states which 11-re not totally 
committed to the Palestinian cause 
- in spite of their financial support 
to the Palestinian Liberation 
Organisatjon (PLO). 

US Protecting Israel? 
There is another point which 

should be given serious considera
tion. Since the end of the Iran
Iraq war in 1988, the United 
States has been determined to cut 
Iraq down to size. This is partly 
because of sustained pressure from 
Israel which feels that Iraq has 
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become a strong military power 
after the Iran-Iraq war and is now 
a formidable threat to the security 
of IsraeL Israel, it is well known, 
will not tolerate any other military 
power in the region. This is why 
the post-1988 United States-Israel 
campaign of villification against 
Iraq - reflected in a number of 
articles in the western media -
should be seen in the light of the 
current Gulf crisis. Some analysts 
are of the view that the stubborn 
determination of the United States 
to push Iraq out of Kuwait is 
the culmination of a concerted 
endeavour to cut Iraq down to 
size. To reiterate, the aim is to 
protect Israel, the usurper of 
Palestinian land. 

' Besides, as we have observed, 
it is the annexation of Palestine 
and the unwillingness of the United 
States to act decisively against 
Israel which has persuaded a lot 
of Arabs to view the Iraqi annexa
tion of Kuwait as a justifiable act. 
It is because they feel that the 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
is courageous enough to give. it 
to the United States 'tit for tat' 
that he has become such a hero 
among the Arabs and Muslims. 
It is the Palestinian issue, in other 
words, which has created a halo 
around the invader of Kuwait. 
How then can the United States 
continue to insist · that the 
Palestinian issue should not be 
linked to the Gulf crisis? The 
issues are already linked in the 
hearts and minds of the Arab 
and Muslim masses. 

This then is the crux of the 
matter. The United States govern
ment of George Bush should be 
persuaded by friend and foe alike 
in the next few days and weeks 
to approach the Gulf crisis and 
the Palestinian issue as two inter
related challenges. The United 
States government should prove to 
the world that it has an honest 
commitment to freedom and justice 
- ideals which it so often pays 
lip-service to - by restoring imme
diately the rights of the Palestinaian 
people. Or is this too much to 
ask of the Bush administration? 



A Co••on Vision 
of Peace 

An interfaith reflection on God and peace on the eve of war 

I 
t was a unique ev~nt. Muslims, 
Christians, Buddhists, Hindus 
and other concerned folk 

gathered in a packed conference 
room at a hotel in Penang Road 
on IS January 1991 to express 
their concern over the crisis in 
the Gulf and to reflect on peace. 

The organizers, Aliran, were 
initially a little doubtful whether 
many would turn up for such an 
interfaith reflection especially in 
view of the refusal by the NST and 

. The Star to publish Aliran's 
announcement of the even~ . But 
somehow word got around and 
by 8.1Spm over ISO people had 
squeezed themselves into the room. 
Not surprisingly. the aircondition
ing system could hardly make 
its presence felt! 

Chairperson. Joan Shori, an 
Aliran exco member, started off 
the evening by introducing the 
panel. ad.ding that "nobody in his 
sane mind wants war". The session 
began with a reflection on the 
meaning of peace from the view
points of the major spiritual 
traditions. 

A GOD OF PEACE 
Aliran exco member Dr Hamima 

Dona Mustafa touched on the 
close relationship between peace 
and Islam which was evident 
from the traditional Muslim greet
ing, "The peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon you." She also read 
several verses from the Qur'an 
which depicted the Almighty as a 
God who loved peace. 

Aliran assistant secretary Gan 
Teik Chee quoted the 'twin' verses 
from the Buddhist text, the 
Dharmapada, which described 
anger, hatred and retaliation as 
the fruit of those who harbour 
negative thoughts. "In those who 
harbour such thoughts, hatred is 
not appeased". 

Dr S Subramaniam, the Aliran 
treasurer, then offered the words 
of Gandhi on the eve of the Second 
World War. The Mahatma had 
pointed to non-violence as the only 
means of escape from "impending 
doom". "The root of the evil," 
he said, "is th·e want of a living 
faith in a living God." 

Finally, Aliran member Dr 
Francis Loh read an extract from 
the Vatican II doCLJment "Church 
in the Modern World" which states 
that one of the major obstacles 
to peace is injustice. He also quoted 
a line from the Beatitudes in St. 
Matthew's Gospel: "Happy the 
peacemakers: they shall be called 
sons of God." Joan Shori then 
requested for a minute's silence 
"to pray for peace because we 
fear war". 

Aliran exco member, Ismail 
Hashim recited a poem by Usman 
Awa~g entitled 'Amerika datang 
lagi' which is critical of America's 
self-appointed role as 'policeman' 
of the world and accuses the US 
of being silent in the face of brutal 
acts committed by Israel against 
the Palestinians. 

A 'DEATH' LINE 
The first speaker of the night 

was a visiting professor from 
Sweden, Dr Peter Wallestecn. "The 
IS January 1991 UN deadline is 
a line which authorizes death," 
he declared to the hushed crowd. 
He stressed that there was indeed 
a link between the Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait and the Palestinian 
issue. Now that forcigu wurk~Il> 

had fled Kuwait. more than 
60% of Kuwait's inhabitants are 
Palestinians, he noted. 

He went on to describe the 
apparently similar psychological 
mind-sets of the major players 
in the confl1ct. Both the US and 
Iraq seem to be more interested 
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in power-play rather than compro
mise, he said. This manifests itself 
in their tendency to rely on the 
military option and deliberately 
eliminate alternatives to war. 
"There is a shared belief in the 
possibility of a military victory", 
he observed. Both sides are trying 
to find a place in history, but 
History will instead remember 
them for the disastrous conse
quences of war, he concluded. 

By this time the mood of the 
audience was decidedly sombre 
and, thus, it came as a welcome 
relief when guitarist cum singer 
Dr Johan Abdullah went up to 
lead those present in an inspira· 
tional rendu.on of several songs 
of peace and hope. With the 
Middle-East at the brink of war, 
it was an especially poignant 
scene - a multi-ethnic and multi
religious crowd revelling in their 
common humanity whilst singing 
numbers like ' Blowing in the Wind', 
'This land is your land' and ' Last 
night I had the strangest dream:. 

ISSUES CAMOUFLAGED 
The second speaker was Aliran 

president Dr Chandra Muzaffar. 
"Our media," he began, "has 
camouflaged the real issues 
involved in this crisis." The crisis 
was provoked by Iraq's invasion 
of Kuwait, he said. This was a 
violation of national sovereignty. 
It was clearly wrong and there 
could be no justification for this. 
However, he pointed out that 
Iraq's claims on Kuwait went 
back to nearly 60 years. The 
British, he said, had unfairly 
carved out Kuwait when granting 
independence to Iraq because of 
the former's strategic importance. 
Before the invasion, Kuwait had 
been manipulating oil prices and 
was also embroiled in an ongoing 
dispute with Iraq. 



More than the Iraqi invasion. 
it was the response of the US 
which has led us to the brink 
of war. This was not the first time 
that another nation's sovereignty 
had been violated . But why was 
Iraq singled out for massive 
retaliatory measures when the US 
had on many other occasions 
turned a blind eye to other 
instances of violation of sover
eignty, asked Chandra. 

OIL, POWER & INFLUENCE 
Chandra listed six main reasons 

for the US' action in the Gulf. 
One, the presence of oil in the 
region. Two, Kuwait's massive 
investment in the western financial 
system. Three, a strong desire 
by the US and Israel to reduce 
Iraq 's military might. Four. to 
protect Israel's interests at aU 
costs. Five, the Islamic re!>urgence 
in the region which the US views as 
a threat. Six. the US' desire to 
establish a new security arrange
ment in West Asia to protect its 
own interests. 

Chandra also bemoaned the fact 
that the US had ignored the various 
peace plans put forward by vanous 
quarters because of its refusal 
to link the invasion wuh the 
Palestmian issue. This has un
wittingly allowed Saddam to 
emerge as a 'hero' in the eyes 
of the Arab masses for championing 
the cause of the Palestinians. With 
the US intent on setting up a new 
security order in the region, all 
the signs point to a stalemate. 

Chandra then expressed concern 
that the world is now in danger 
of being dominated by a smgle 
superpower. "Do we want to be 
part of this new international 
order?'' he asked. 

A MAJOR TURNING POINT? 
The conflict in West Asia could 

be a major turning point in human 
history, he pointed out. It is 
occurring in a region where three 
major rehgions have their ongm. 
It is also a region where a major 
soun;e of wealth exists - oiJ. This 
is a contradiction of sorts. "This 
conflict," Chandra concluded, 
"could be the first act in a 
horrendous struggle between groups 

The 
One-Liner 

(or the day peace 
passed away) 

a \T~ 

~ 
I 

end 
a 

onc:e 
met 

to 
contemplate 
the fate 
of 
men kind 

with spiritual. sublime values and 
groups which represent materialsim 
and acquisitiveness." 

Before the lively question and 
answer session with the audience, 
there was an eyewitness account 
of the situation in Baghdad, with 
politician cum writer Kassim 
Ahmad describing the atmosphere 
during an international Islamic 
conference which he had 
attended there. 

Most of us returned home that 
evening with a renewed faith 
in God and our common humanity 
together with the hope that love 
and peace would ultimately 
triumph over violence and hatred . e 

Anil Netto 
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L ATIF K A MALUODIN 

Note lmalfme the creatures to be the 
1'0/Cf'S of peace and the /awn
moll·er. the LS war machine. 
That about explains the Gulf 
\\"Of 



Malaysian Parliamentarians 
Appeal for a Just and Lasting 

Peace in the Middle East 

W
e Members of Parliament 
from all political parties 
in Malaysia, urge the 

United States administration to 
play a more positive role to attain 
world peace. The present crisis 
in the Gulf is dragging humanity 
into war. Resolution 678 of the 
United Nations Security Council 
which is responsible for avoiding 
war - has set 15 January 1991 
as the date for commencing war 
against Iraq even before exhausting 
non-military options to get Iraq 
to withdraw from Kuwait. 

We oppose the invasion and 
occupation of Kuwait by the 
Iraqi military as well as the 
presence of foreign troops in the 
Gulf region. We believe that all 
efforts should be exhausted before 
resorting to the threat of war 
to resolve the Gulf problem. We 
therefore urge your administration 
to continue to seek a peaceful 
solution to the Gulf crisis despite 
securing legitimacy for military 
action with Security Council 
Resolution 678. 

We are also very deeply con
cerned with the plight of the 
Palestinian people, which has not 
been resolved although a number 
of UN resolutions that acknowledge 
their freedom and right to self 
determination, including the 
establishment of a Palestinian state, 
have been passed. The Gulf crisis 
has provided a golden opportunity 

"W e ....• urge your 
admlnlatratlon to 

continue to seek a 
peaceful solution to 

the Gulf crisis 
despite securing 

legitimacy for 
mllltll'lf •ctlon ••••. '' 

Malaysian MPs call for self
determination for the Palestinian 
people. 
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for a just and lasting peaceful 
solution to the Palestinian problem, 
the principal source of conflict 
in the Middle East. However, 
we regret that your government 
has not addressed the problem 
more positively. It is not too late 
for the United States administra
tion to play a more positive role 
in the pursuit of peace. e 



Gulf Peace Ca•p 
A zone of 

peace between Iraqi & 
United States armies 

A
n international multi
cultural peace group has 
been established with the 

aim of setting up an international 
peace camp between the opposing 
armed forces in the Gulf conflict. 
The group intends to establish 
the camp along the Saudi-Kuwaiti 
border. 

This multi-cultural peace group 
is opposed to any form of armed 
agression and is not aligned to 
any side in the Gulf conflict. 
However the group recogni1.cs " the 
intense suffering, death and 
environmental devastation that 
would m:cur in the area (and 
beyond) were the war to escalate, 
and we consider any non-violent 
action to prevent such a 
catastrophe to be of paramount 
importance ." The group makes 
it ahundantly clear that it "is 
an entirely independent body of 
individuals sponsored by no organi
zation and looking for support 
from any source provided no 
political strings are at tached'' . 

It goes without saying that 
individuals who join the carnp 
will be taking a hig r isk. This is 

it is within our 
power to mobilise 
all the moral and 

spiritual resources 
at our command to 

stop war". 
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what makes the whole endeavour 
so noble. It involves the ultimate 
sacrifice - for the sake of peace. 
It is idealism of the highest order. 

The initiators and participants 
of the peace camp are a shining 
example to the rest of humanity 
of what ordmary men and women 
who love peace can do. They have 
shown us that it is within our 
power to mobilise all the moral 
and spiritual resources at our 
command to stop war. 

The five-month-old Gulf crisis 
holds a precious lesson for human
kind in this sense. It has proven 
once again that ordinary human 
beings arc not helpless. What is 
important is the will to act. The 
efforts of peace activists in Western 
Europe. North t\merica and in 
parts of Asia and the Pacific. 
have had some impact upon the 
entire crisis. They have helped 
to slow down the inexorable drive 
towards war. If more groups and 
ind ividuals around the globe were 
also prepared to act with courage 
and determination perhaps it would 
be possible to stop a war in the 
gulf. e 

Those interested in joining the 
peace camp can get in touch 
with Guinie Loudon and 
Mohamad Sidek Ahmad (co .. 
ordinators) at: Tile G11lf Peace 
Team, 7, (azonove Road, 
Londoll Nl6 6PA (Tel: Q81-
443466, Fax: 08luL424649J 



INTER • RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 

MUSLIM BUDDHIST. 
COOPERATION IN ASIA 

Muslims and Buddhists stand out as two of the most 
important religious groups in Asia. Close cooperation betwen 
these two groups is therefore essential for peace and harmony, 
says OSMAN BAKAR. 

B
uddhists and Muslims con
stitute two of the largest 
religious communities in 

Asia. East Asia is predominantly 
Buddhist. But there is a large 
Muslim minority in China. West 
Asia is overwhelmingly Muslim. 
Similarly, South-east Asia is mainly 
populated by Muslims, but it 
has a large Buddhist population, 
especially in Singapore and Malay
sia. Sri Lanka, Thailand and 
Kampuchea are Buddhist countries, 
but there is the presence of a 
significant number of Muslims in 
each of these countries. On the 
basis of this demographic landscape 
of Asia, there is no doubt that 
Buddhists and Muslims stand out 
as the two most important religious 
groups in this continent. 

Hence , it makes sense to claim 
that the future of Asia depends 
a lot on whether or not these two 
religious communities can live in 
peace and harmony. At present, 
there are a number of places 
like Sri Lanka, Thailand and 
Kampuchea where the relationship 
between the two communities is 
problematic and subject to tension 
and uneasiness. In other places, 
the relationship and coooeration 
between them is much better 
although there is great room for 
improvement. There is an urgent 
need for the two communities 
to understand each other better, 
that is, to understand each other's 
religious world-view, aspirations, 
system and sensitivities so that 
out of this understandmg will 
arise mutual respect and coopera-

tion. It is not enough that they 
merely coexist at the political, 
social or economic level. 

RELIGIOUS REVIVAL 

Today. we are witnessing a 
reassertion of the religious identity 
among all the religious communities 
of the world. There is a "religious 
revi\131" not only among Muslims 
but also among Christians, Hindus, 
Buddhists and other religious 
groups. In a multi-religious society, 
the rise of religious fervour can 
generate undesirable tensions and 
conflicts if it is not matched by 
a sufficient level of mutual compre
hension, tolerance and respect. This 
can only materialize through a 
sincere effort to know and under
stand the teachings of the "other 
religion{ s )". 

In looking to the future, it is 
wise for us to draw lessons from 
past experiences and to solve 
existing conflicts and problems 
affecting the two communities 
through dialogue and discussion 
and in a spirit of goodwiJI and 
understanding. It is important to 
acknowledge the fact that both 
Buddhism and Islam have created 
great world civilizations for the 
benefit of all humanity and that 
both religions continue to inspire, 
shape and influence in a funda
mental manner the Jives of millions 
of souls all over the world. 

Actually, the encounter of 
Buddhism and Islam has had a 
long history. Islam first met 
Buddhism during its expansion to 
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north-west Persia, Afghanistan and 
Central Asia in the 8th and 9th 
centuries and later in many parts 
of the Indian sub continent. It was 
also in the early centuries of 
Islamic history that Muslims in 
Sinkiang came into direct contact 
with the Chinese religious tradi· 
tions. After the Mongol invasion 
of the Muslim world, more contact 
took place between Islam and 
China at the religious, intellectual 
(especially scientific and techno
logical) and cultural levels. The 
Malay world (particularly Java, 
Sumatra and the Malay Peninsula) 
was Hindu-Buddhist before the 
coming and spread of Islam from 
the 13th century onwards. Budd
hism made important contributions 
to the development of Malay 
culture and civilization, particularly 
in the arts as reflected, for example, 
in traditional Malay language and 
architecture. The Borobodur Tem
ple in Java, a work of Buddhist 
inspiration, remains to this day 
one of the greatest masterpieces 
of traditional religious and sacred 
architecture on earth. But even 
after the conversion of the Malay 
world into Islam, Buddhism did 
not cease to influence the develop
ment of Malay culture and civiliza
tion. For a long time, there were 
important contacts and close 
cultural interaction between the 
lslamized Malay world and Budd
hist Indochina, especially Thailand 
and Kampuchea, as well as between 
the Malay world and China. There 
is no doubt .that South-east Asia 
was culturally enriched by the 



A GATHERING OF MUSLIM 
CHILDREN: There is a 'religious 
revival' not only among Muslims 
but also other religious groups. 

encounter of Buddhism and Islam 
on its soils. 

The historical encounter of 
the two religions took place on a 
far more extensive scale than what 
is merely indicated by existing 
literature on the subject. Very 
little, in fact, has been written 
on th1s subject either by Muslims 
or by Buddhists. At least, this is 
so compared to the vast literature 
on the subject of the relationship 
between Islam and, let us say, 
Christianity or even Hinduism. 
Today, very few Muslims and 
Buddhists seem to be aware of the 
long historical encounter of their 
religions. There is an urgency to 
overcome this shortcoming by 
encouraging more research on 
the history of Buddhist-Muslim 
relationship and cooperation, 
because the past is a useful guide 
to the present and the future. 

UNIVERSAL PRINCIPLES 

What kind of attitude and 
approach should Muslims adopt 
in then present day religious 
encounter with Buddhists? Muslims 
today need to be reminded of 
the universality of their own 
tradition and of the numerous 
contacts which Islam has made 
with other religions. Modern 
educated Muslims should study the 
traditional Muslin1 works on Budd-

- .. 
hism and the Buddha and learn 
from them the manner in which 
the universal principles of Islam 
have been applied to such studies. 
Examples of such works arc al
Shahristani's Nations and Beliefs 
(al-Milal wa'l-nihal) and the 14th· 
century account of the life and 
teaching of the Buddha by Rashid 
al-Oin Fadlallah contained in his 
famous work on world history. 
These Muslin) sources show that 
there had been Muslim scholars 
of the past who, in the light of the 
teachings of the Quran, considered 
the Buddha a prophet with a book 
called Abi dharma implying that 
Buddhists, whom al-Shahristani 
called ashab al-budadah, are 
entitled to be designated "people 
of the Book" (ahl al-kitab). Those 
Muslims who are today presented 
with the opportunity of direct 
contact with Buddhists can obtain 
many important ideas and useful 
insights from a study of these 
traditional Muslim works on 
Buddhism. 

In several countries, efforts are 
made to bring about greater under
standing, friendship and coopera
tion among Buddhists and Muslims. 
In Malaysia, its government and 
people are seriously committed 
to the ideal of building a multi· 
ethnic and multi-religious society 
on a spiritual and moral founda· 
tion. Although Islam is enshrined in 
the Malaysian constitution as the 
official religion of the country, 
the same constitution guarantees 
the freedom of belief and practice 
of the other religions of which 
Buddhism is the most important. 
Religious harmony through a sound 
educational system, sharing of 
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political power and a just distri· 
bution of economic wealth is the 
primary objective of the Malaysian 
government. At the non-official 
level, a number of religious and 
social bodies and organizations are 
also doing commendable work in 
trying to bring about a better 
understanding among the different 
religious and ethnic groups. · 

In Thailand, where the relation
ship between the Buddhist majority 
and the Muslim minority in the 
southern provinces bordering 
Malaysia has been soured by 
centuries of conflict in that region, 
certain groups and individuals, 
including a number of Buddhist 
and Muslim university professors, 
are actively involved in various 
programmes aimed at bringing the 
two commumues together in 
dialogue and discussion. According 
to the '.'Seeds of Pea~", a publica
tion of the Thai Inter-Religious 
Commission for Development 
(TICD), activities such as work
shops that are organized by these 
individuals and groups are aimed 
at "breaking down barriers that 
ha~e historically separated their 
two religions". It is to be hoped 
that through these activities are 
sown the seeds of future coopera
tion between the Buddhists and 
Muslims of Thailand. 

If true friendship and coopera
tion betwen Buddhists and Muslims 
is to prevail in Asia, then more 
effort and thinking should be 
directed towards resolving existing 
problems and conflicts. Both 
Buddhism and Islam are dedicated 
to world peace , justice and progress 
for all humanity within the frame
work of a spiritual consciousness 
of the Divine and the moral dignity 
of man. If, in their thinking and 
in their lives, Buddhists and 
Muslims are guided by the spiritual 
and moral teachjngs of their 
respective religions, then that 
would be the best guarantee for 
the success of Buddhist-Muslim 
friendship and cooperation today 
and in the future. e 

(Dr. Osman Bakar is Associate 
Professor [or History and 
Philosophy of Science in the 
University of Malaya.) 



ALTERNATIVES 

THE ACTIVIST AND 
SPIRITUALITY 

M 
any activists feel uneasy 
with the word 'spirituality', 
and quite rightly so. The 

word 'spiritual' appears counter
posed to the physical world. This is 
a false separation. But for want of 
another word l shall use it all the 
same. 

In more ways than one the 
activist is in crisis today. The 
guiding idehlogics inspired by 
Marxism and other streams of radi
cal socialist thought which played 
so crucial a role in the seventies, 
find themselves inadequate as we 
approach the nineties. 

Having condemned capitalism, 
those who looked to the socialist 
giants, are far less clear now . The 
Soviet Union is dismantling many 
of its cherished political institutions 
and China seems unable to handle 
the outbursts for democratisation. 

Technology is also becoming a 
vexed question. The old dictum 
that the political Right will misuse 
technology and the Left will use it 
in the genuine interests of humani
ty does not hold as much convic
tion as earlier. Some technologies, 
like the nuclear one for example, 
are proving to be totally detrimen
tal to our very survival. Bhopal and 
Minamata are further qut"stions : 
Are they merely tragic accidents or 
.are they symbols of a far deeper 
malai!>e'! 

Some actlVlSts are caught in a 
dilemma: a return to older ways 
with organic farming and simpler 
forms of technology, or a critical 
continuance with the present ten
dency. Or is there another alter
native? 

International capitalism con
tinues to relentlessly propagate the 
consumer ethic. Nobody is spared 
from these values. Competition, 

BY SIDDHARTHA 

POP CONCERT: The soul of 
international consumerism 
is loudness. 

often ruthless. The individual as the 
center of the Universe. The United 
Nations' Declaration of Human 
Rights is an example. A liberal 
individualistic perception of rights 
which forgets the notion of rights 
which other traditions have held 
sacred: The right of specific 
traditions. the rights of the cosmos. 

Poverty continues to rage as 
before among billions of human 
beings. The structures that margi· 
nalise and oppress are becoming 
more and more sophisticated in 
their methods. Human nghts viola
tions are blatantly carried out in 
all societies. 

Homogenisation seems to be the 
principle . Differences have to be 
wiped out. The 'other' cannot exist. 
Either perish or homogenise. Earlier 
the European worldvicw domi
nated. now the American one does . 
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Non-western cultures are being 
brutally transformed. 

The interests of international 
capitalism will not tolerate any 
soul but its own. And this soul 
is composed of loudness, informa
tion and more mformation. Loud 
sounds, loud colours. loud lights. 
loud sex. violence-stimulating. over
stimulating. Takmg us progressively 
from the real. Fragmenting every
body. 

But the world is also undergoing 
transformations; transformations 
which suggest hope. We may be 
sometimes unsure. even ambiguous 
in assessing our work and its 
implications. But we have to still 
admit that it is considerable . and 
often very solid. Let us look 
briefly at some of these trans
formations. 

The notion of mass participation 
m all the critical issues facing 
society is slowly making headway. 
In thousands of villages, factories, 
slums. in women's groups, among 
fishworkers, decisions are debated 
at a popular level. This is a major 
area of activist contribution. Will 
these ideas lead to more genuine 
political and economic democracy, 
to decentralisation? Possibly. There 
is a good chance. 

A male dominated world is 
beginning to crack and feminism 
is talking about values which may 
fundamentally affect our way of 
being. False dichotomies between 
the rational and the intuitive, 
between thinking and feeling are 
now under attack. 

Indigenous peoples are reassert· 
ing their old truths. That the Earth 
is mother and cannot be violated, 
brutalised. The indigenous peoples 
of the Pacific talk through stories 
and not through a language which 



is merely cerebral. Their songs, 
their struggles, their Gods become 
part of their stories, at once 
personal and collective. 

We are learning that a symbiotic 
relationship exists hetween humans 
and the Earth. They are each part 
of the other. The various environ· 
mental struggles hopefully bear 
testimony to this conviction. Some 
have even gone further and talk 
about £co-Spirituality. 

The spiritual has to do with 
'emptiness' and with matters of 
ultimate meaning. It has to do 
with the clasp of sisterhood and 
brotherhood. It has to do with 
pain and joy. It has to do with 
freedom. It has to do with striving 
to be free , and walking with the 
other on roads to freedom. It is 
an experience of the here and now 
and the beyond. "Lead us from 
the Unreal to the Real", says an 
old Vedic chant. 

The illusions of our consumer 
society, the legitimization of power 
for narrow personal ends in the 
name of the struggle, hiding behind 
words and expressions because we 
are afraid to confront ourselves, 
afraid to be creative, afraid to be 
free - all this is the Unreal. We 
can say the right things, sound 
hopeful and be cynics at heart. 

It IS a despairing world we live 
in , and hope must be wrung from 
this despair. Otherwise hope may 
be mere fizz, another cliche. 

i 
I 
) 

What can help sustai.n hope 
and authenticity? The Vedic chant 
says: "Lead us from the Unreal 
to the Real" - What constitutes 
the Real? The values that we live, 
free from cliches. Owning up, 
at least to ourselves, our contra
dictions and ambiguities. The capa
city to feel deeply and intensely. 
To experience real pain and joy. 
To respond to the pain and joy 
of the other. To respond politically, 
to respond humanly. 

Where does the activist find 
the Real? - In the struggle, the 
direct involvement to transform 
society. In the struggle that began 
here with the Minamata tragedy, 
in the struggles of indigenous 
peoples in Asia and the Pacific, in 
women articulating new experiences 
and understandings, in the struggle 
to green our Earth. 

The Real is found in any 
experience that is creative and 
intensely human. The Real is found 
in transforming our social environ· 
ment, and in so doing transforming 
ourselves. lL is found in trans· 
fom1ing ourselves. and in so doing 
transforming our environment. 
Sometimes personal depth ex
periences are to the fore, sometimes 
social transformation gains ascen
dancy. Both go together, with 
the emphasis being different at 
different moments of our personal 
and social history. 

These depth experiences and 
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WE WANT JOBS : The Real is 
found in the struggle to 
transform society; 

DEMOLISHING SOUATJER 
HOMES: The structures that 
marginalise and oppress are 
becoming more and more 
sophisticated. 

confrontations are experienced in 
personal and political struggles, 
in the energies of cultural acuon, 
in popular theater, singing, poetry, 
mus1c, dance. In the art of loving, 
caring. It is found in silent con· 
temptation, in prayer, in what is 
authentically reltgious. 

If all that is liberating is 
spiritual. then the activist cannot 
do without spintuality. To the 
extent that religions are authenti· 
caHy liberating, to that extent 
they are genuinely spiritual If 
we discard the cultu ral accretions 
of the major religions in Asia and 
the Pacific, we may find profound 
truths and insights. They help 
us to see ourselves clearly and 
criucally. They tell us that in the 
act of saving society we must 
also save ourselves. They teach 
us to listen to nvers. see the sap 
throbbing in trees, touch the 
Earth. They teach us to see 
suffenng and oppression around 
us and respond creatively and 
intensely. 0 



HEART TO HEART 
''WIIat eomt~from die tips, teKhel the 

ear. Wlat COftleJ from tlte heart, 
reaches the heart ... 

- ARAB PROVERB 

A DESECRATION OF 
DIVINE REVELATIONS 

N 
ot having been in the 
country since the end of 
May 1990. it is evident 

that I was spared a highly discom
forting experience by not having 
been present in person to witness 
the October general electiom.. One 
refers spc.ciftcally to the very 
divisive campaign tactics that were 
resorted to in the quest to retain 
power and a two-thirds majority 
in parliament. Tactics that 
dcHberately alienated Muslims and 
Christians. Malays and non-Malays, 
and that were shot through with 
unjustifiable maleficence. 

One does not seek here to 
castigate. The perpetrators are 
perhaps beyond castigation though. 
one sincerely hopes. not beyond 
redemption. For if only they could 
sec how gravely wrong it was to 
usc fabrications that div1de a 
community of human beings on 
the basis of religion and ethnicity 
for the sake of political profit. 
and thereby repent. then perhaps 
Malaysia has yet some hope of 
winning against this ethnic cancer 
that festers in our breast. This 
applies to the perpetrators of 
all the three major ethnic 
communities. 

One has read of how a native 
Sabahan cross-like symbol repre
senting nature was mutilated into 
purported evidence of some 
Christian conspira9 against Muslim 
integrity. of how Muslims were 
told they had to fear the joint 
threat of a Christ1an - Chinese 
challenge against Malay supremacy. 
Such tactics are terribly wrong. 
indeed. sinful. It IS abuse of 
religion. 

For if one accepts Islam and 

Christianity. and other major 
spiritual traditions. as forms of 
<livine revelatiOn, then mere men 
plainly have no right m reducing 
God's revelatiOns to banal political 
instruments. In domg so. we err 
against the pressing need for 
ethnic amity in the country. we 
betray our conscience and worst 
of all, we abuse the Word of the 
Supreme Being that is the beginning 
and the end of all there is. What 
sanction can mere pohtu:ians have 
to commit such atrocities? 

Further. a politician who pro
fesses Islam as his or her religion 
and who perpetrated such calumny, 
would have failed terribly to meet 
the lofty he1ghts of that religion. 
This is because Islam stands for 
unity and not divisiveness. There
fore. a politics that thrives on 
ethnic and cultural alienation 
cannot be consonant with Islam. 
It would seem that for such indivi
duals. the laden obligation is to 
turn the mind's eye inward to 
search their souls. and then perhaps 
they will find a great deal of 
purification to do. 

Self-purification 
In no less grave a manner. a 

Chinese politican. BN or otherwtse. 
who saw it fit to engage himself 
or herself in rhetoric and actions 
that serve to divide human beings 
on the basis of ethnicity and 
religion. would most certainly have 
fallen far below the noble heights 
of Ius or her fmth: be it 
Chnstianity, Buddhism or Taoism. 
They too have a laden obligation 
to search theu souls. It is possible 
that there may then be discovered 
enough self-purification that awaits 
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attendance as to make politics 
irrelevant. 

One cannot restrict the present 
thoughts to just individual politi· 
c1ans who directly committed such 
1gnoble d1sfavours against their 
faiths. It IS necessary to include 
also those high on the ranks of 
power and leadership who, while 
perhaps less strident in their divisive 
rhetoric owing to the sensitivities 
prudent to their positions. never
theless allowed those lackeys and 
fawns below them to go the full 
length m bending ethnic relations 
into deformity thereby serving 
their political objectives. Such 
positions include those at the 
prime ministerial and cabinet 
ministerial levels. The higher the 
position of leadership the greater 
the burden of moral responsibility. 

For the powers that inhere to 
those positions at the top which 
would have made it possible to 
put a stop to the political desecra
tion of divine revelations were 
not used. Sadly. instead, it is 
evident that sanction was available 
for just such desecration to occur. 
Seemingly, politics was more 
important than both conscience 
and the Divine. Should we not 
recognize here that blasphemy at 
the highest levels has occurred? 

One ts not seeking here to 
reprimand: for it is true that 
we all have our failings. But it 
is necessary that major disservices 
to the nation and the Divine, 
when detected in the actions of 
government leaders, be pointed out 
for both their sakes and that of 
the country. For above all else. 
we have to help ourselves before 
help can come in other ways. 



Gandhi 
There is an episode in the life 

of Gandhi from 19 32 when he 
was in prison together with his 
secretary. While inside, his secretary 
observed that Gandhi had a habit 
of leaning on a wooden board 
kept close to the wall and not 
at an angle with the result that 
the wooden board would fall 
down from time to time. Desp1te 
this, Gandhi had a reason for 
keeping the board close to the 
wall. For in the Mahatma's opinion : 

... the proper thing to do is 
to keep it straight so that the 
backbone and waist remain 
straight in their turn and do not 
bend. It is a general principle 
that if you keep one thing 
straight it wtll tend to straighten 
everything else and crookedness 
at one point will make for 
crookedness at many other 
points. 

We should ask how much 
crookedness there would be if 

The following poem refers to the Truchanas 
Huon Pine Reserve 111 )Outh-west Tasmania, 
which was named after a Latvian photo
grapher-whose campaign S3\'ed the ancient 
trees from extinctton. It is taken from The 
honey man and other poem.\, by Michael 
Thwaites (Asian Pubhshing. Australia). 

These trees reached up for light 
when Jesus walked on earth, 

a thousand years of rain and sun 
sealed their archival growth. 

A thousand rnore they stood in state 
in their lost world inviolate. 

Till white man with his lust 
to plunder, reap, and sell, 
rifled their forest solitude 
ru th/ess to find and fell 

\'.'ith axe and chain and screaming saw, 
the planet's final predator. 

Bur one man, late in time, 
born beyond distam seas, 

burned with impassioned mind to save 
these rivers, moumains, trees. 

A tide was stemmed before he went: 
these pines remain his monument. 

Now for our race our globe 
our fragile only ark 

swung between fear and hope we ask 
what waits in the great dark -

a rendeZl'OUS with some new birth, 
or the last stand of man on earth? 

Photo: Australian infomUJtion Service 
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that potnt that was crooked was 
a point at the top. Recognizing 
that. 1t is necessary for people to 
oblige themselves as well as 
posterity by exerting effort in 
casting out from within ourselves 
all manner of ethmc prejudice 
and ignoran..:e so that we may be 
less likel} v1~tims and pawns of 
ethmc manipulation in the future.e 

Tong Veng Wye 
31 Dec 1990 
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TUNKU STILL AT WORK? 

When word got out that the 
Tunku had paned away, most 
Malaysians experienced a deep 

sense of pe.-.onal loss. I guess I was no 
exception but I found that stra~e - I 
mean, I had only seen him a couple of 
times in person and had never spoken 
to him. And yet, I felt that I had lost 
someone vmy dear and close o n that 
fateful night of 6 December 1990. He 
wasn't just the first prime minister 
and the founder of the nation. More 
than that - he was the embodiment 
of the very soul and 3pirit of the nation. 
The Tunku talked about thqs which 
struck a common chord amol18st 
Malaysians - about unity, human righta, 
and democracy. In that sense, his 
thinkil18 was way ahead of other con· 
temporary leaders in the third world 
who often degenerated into dictators 
heading authorituian regimes. 

Of course, the Tunku had his 
pm10nal weaknesses and his administra· 
tion was fu from perfect But this 
was ovmshadowed by the genuine 
wannth of his humanity and his trans
parent love for the people. He believed 
in people. At a time when it would 
have been so easy to crown himself 
as a communal champion, the Tunku 
chose to tread the path of unity. 
Perhaps his methods were not always 
appropriate. But how the people loved 
him - often at public gatherings, there 
was tittle chance of even greetil18 
him for he would be mobbed by 
enthusiastic throngs, young and old, 
from all walks of life. 

The Tunku never really ret ired from 
public life. He frequently wrote for 
the A/iran Monthly. Just four days 
after he died, the government finally 
approved Aliran's fourth application to 
publish in the national laJ11UIIIe after 
Aliran had all but given up hope of 
ever gettil18 the permit (three eulier 
attempts had drawn a blank). I am 

tempted to believe that the Tunku had 
a hand in that from the next world! 
Why, even his home-state, Kedah, won 
the Malaysia Cup a week after he died -
the first time after a lapse of exactly 
fifty yeus. (The Tunku as most people 
know, was a great football fan!) 

And now there is even talk that 
the Registrar of Societies is on the 
vmge of approving the application 
to establish the National Human Rights 
Society for which he was the protem 
chairman. Perhaps that, more than any 
other physical structure, would be the 
most appropriate memorial to Malaysia's 
greatest and best-loved statesman. Truly, 
we have lost someone very special 

A.N. 
Butterworth 

·SPARE US THE " HISTORY" 
LESSONS, ANWAR 

I was saddened to hear of the death 
of our former prime minister, Tun 
l;fussein Onn. Durins his yeus in 

office, he always tried to build a 
Malaysia for aU Malayans. 

Under the present regime, it has 
become fashionable to discredit · the 
efforts of the great leaders of the past 
such as the Tunku and Tun Hussein. 

I had the millortune of readq an 
article in the New York Times a yeu 
ago which contained denigratory 
comments made by one Anwar Ibrahim 
about the Tunku. 

Anwar aid that when the Tunku 
was prime minister, he was " in the 
back pocket of the British", thus 
inferrins that the Tunku had 10ld out 
Malaysia and Malaysian interest to the 
British. Anwu abo aid, "The Tunku 
is a political figure of the past and thus 
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his views on Malaysia's problems today 
are of no consequence and should be 
ignored . I do not know if the Tun.ku 
even knows or understands what he is 
actuaUy saying", Anwar said, in con· 
cludins. Anwar's last remark seemed 
to me to suggest that the Tunku was 
a senile old man. 

I have one simple question: Where 
were Anwar and his know-nothi'1! 
comrades when the Tunku and the 
other great figures of the past were 
lchting for our country's indepeftdence? 
My pets is that they were eithm soili~ 
their diapers or playins in the mud. 
Little seems to have changed. 

As a Malaysian, I know what the 
facts ue. The Tunku and the other 
great heroes who fousht for Malaysia's 
freedom from the British have a 
cherished place in Malaysian histroy. 
Malaysia and the rest of the world 
can do without further "history" lessons 
for Anwar Ibrahim. 

ANAK MAI..A YSIA 
Kuala Lumpur 

Editor's Note: ThiS letter was written 
before the Tunku 's sad demise. 

ANWAR INSULTED THE 
TUNKU 

I would like to comment on Anwar 
Ibrahim's talk at the Lembah 
Kerarnat primary school on 

23 September 1990. 
It's a pity that a reputable person 

like him could make a drastic statement 
against Tunku Abdul Rahman which 
went like this, "Dahulu semasa Tunku 
m11sih sihat, Umno lah yang memakai· 
nya. tapi sekarang mata beliau tak 
bolih lihar, re/inga t4lk bolih dengar. 
46 pu!JJ pakai' '. 

Anwar made it 10und as if the 
Tunku was one thing and Umno was 
another. For your information, Encik 
Anwar, The Tunku was o ne of the 
pioneers of UMNO who brought it 
into existence. Hence the party could 
not have 'uled' him. It was in the 
sixties that Dr Mahathir led another 
group within Umno who called them· 
selves the 'intellectuals'. It was this 
group which partly contributed to 
UMNO's ' headache' then. 

Now that the 'intel.lectuals' are in 
power, we find that many of its policies 
are totaDy undemocratic. The Tunku 
himself chote to serve in Semanpt 46 
as his greatest desire was to restore 
the initial spirit of Umno. That's how 
Sema.-t 46 got its name. 

Aput from that, Anwar made many 
allegations against Semanpt 46 stating 
that they are the 'kumpulan yang 



kecewQ' who are willing to spHt 
the Malays and join forces with 
•pembDngkDng-pembangkDng berbangso 
Cii1D' to gain poHtical power_ Actually, 
these isn't a split among the Malays 
at all. It is more a split in Umno's 
ideology. Put simply, it's a split 
between wrong and right. 

Anwar abo displayed his ethruc 
prqudice when he insulted the Chinae 
opposition that way. 

Malaysians are far more educated 
today and they know that the claim 
that the Malays have been split is base
less. lUther, it is a process of powth 
in public awareness and towards true 
democracy. We can see that the Barisan 
is finding it quite difficult to influence 
the weU-educated popul.ltion. 

Unity and justice are the essence 
oC national strength and true democracy. 

CHAN KOK NUNC 
KuDio Lumpur 

ANOTHER WHITE 
ELEPHANT? 

I t was recently reported (MDIDysilm 
Business. 16-30 September 1990 
issue) that Pernas had "secured 

a 37.2 miUion ringgit contract to build 
the Malaysian embassy complex in 
Jakarta". Do we urgently need this 
building at such an exhorbitant price? 
Has it been approved by the Cabinet? If 
so, was it done to improve the balance 
of trade positon? Much attention is 
needed today in 10lving problems 
like rural poverty and the shortage 
of hospitals. 

Taxpayers' money should be spent 
wisely. I hope that the proposed building 
is not goi• to be another white 
elephant_ The views of the rDkyDt 
must be upheld. 

SIVA SIIAII A/AM 
Johor BDru 

NO JUSTIFICATION FOR 
CHERAS TOLL 

W e appeal for the removal 
of the Cheras toll which was 
unjustly and unfairly imposed. 

There is no justification for it based 
on the following considerations: 

• llfE RESIDENTS HAVE PAlO 
DIEIR DUES ALREADY 
Like all houseowners we have paid 

o ur development fees via our developer 
to Bandaraya for such basic needs as 
proper roads. In addition, as vehicle 
owners we have paid our road tax, 
drivers' fee, car tax , etc. Where have 
all these monies gone? Extravagant 
projects? To ask us to pay again is 
unfair. 

It is abo unfair to note that such 
normal improvement and uppading 
of existing roads in othes places by 
Bandaraya is not tolled. An example 
is the continuous improvement of 
Jalan Damansua where even a NEW 
access road to Taman Tun Dr. Ismail 
was built without any new ta."t to the 
residents who directly benefited from 
it. It is therefore not fair to impose a 
new tax on a similar improvement 
to an existing road like Jalan Cheras. 

• NO NEW EXPRESSW'A Y 
If Bandaraya built a NEW Cheras 

expressway then there is justification 
to charge toiL But the present work 
is on an existing road which the residents 
have been usiJtg for years. To impose 
a toll now is to unfairly and forcibly 
take this old road from the people. 

Banduaya knew how terribly h~vy 
the traffic would be in Jalan Cheras as ii 
had approved so many housing projects 
in Cheras. For whatever reason, poor 
planning or otherwise, the residents 
have endured the infamous 'Cheras 
Crawl' for so many years. The people 
did not create the jam but Banduaya 
did. They alone knew how critical 
the traffic density would be. 

• ALL BEN EFIT BUT WUY ONLY 
SOME PAY? 
The project oosing M$588 million 

consists ol nine interchanges built 
all over the city of which two are located 
in Jalan Cheras. This project benefits the 
residents of the city but why should 
Cheras residents only foot the bill for 
the rest? This is unfair and therefore 
unacceptable. To be fair, aU must pay. 

• NO ALTERNATIVE ROADS 
The authorities have told the 

people to use alternative roads if they 
do not want to pay the toiL The fact 
is, there are NO alternative roads! 
Those slip roads that were mentioned 
are all private roads and they are not 
fit to be used. Not o nly have the authori
ties robbed the people of the only public 
road that belonged to them, but iC the 
latt« followed the advice given, t hey 
would be tran~essing the law against 
private prop«ty. 

• EXPENSIVE PRIYITISA TION 
PROJECT 
At first glance, this is a very 

expensive privatisation project. We see 
that some expatriates are involved. 
Would the Institute of Engineers Maby
sia care to comment on this observation? 

As this is a pubHc project , we 
recommend that a local independent 
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consultation finn be appointed to 
verify that the $588 million for the 
nine interchanges and auociated works 
is cost efrective and competitive. 

• llfE TOLL PLAZA - A PAIN IN 
THE SYSTEM 

Having a toll plaza within city 
limits is a pain. It is a bottleneck to 
traffic flow; a damper to 10cial inter· 
course and business development. A 
bad concept. 

Based on the above , there is no 
justification for a toll tn Cheras. To 
impose one is totaUy ul\iust and unfair 
and therefore unacceptable. This is our 
finn conviction and ( ee ling. 

Pro-rem committee 
TAMAN DAHLIA RESIDENTS 

ASSOCIATION 
Kua/Q Lumpur 

TillS letter cDrries 18 signDtures_ 

CLOWNS BELONG TO 
THE CIRCUS 

As an observer of the Malaysian 
comtemporary scene, I am 
constantly amazed by the ant ics 

of our leaders in government. The latest 
example would be over the " Winter 
In Malaysia" project. However, as a 
Malaysian who loves my country, it 
saddens me to see my oounuy beiiW 
governed by a bunch of clowns. 

It is my fl!fVent hope, as an old 
Malaysian who has .een 10 many of 
our leaders oome and go, that at the 
next general election, the voters wiU 
send this bunch of clowns to where 
they rightly belong - the circus! 
Ten years of clowning and scandals 
is more than any country can take. 

SAD OI.DMALA YSIAN 
TDmpoi, Johor 

V. K. CHIN LOSES YET 
ANOTHER READER 

I was not in the least surprised by 
your short column "Get Your 
Facts Right V. K. Chin" recently 

(AM, VoL 10 No. 8). In fact, it was a 
clear case of dejD vu! 

To me the most memorable virtuoiO 
performance of our very flexible and 
nimble V. K. Chin was in a couple of 
"Comments" he wrote on two consecu· 
tive days in 1988. In a "Comment" 



column entitled "No cause to raise 
radio and TV fees" (The Star, 15 June 
1988) he argued rather forcefully that 
there was "no justification for increasi~ 
the radio and television licensing fees". 
I could not believe my eyes when, 
on the very next day, he produced 
another "Comment" on the same 
subject entitled "TV fees: A mod'cst 
increase wiD do" (The Star, 16 June 
1988). 

This was indeed a somersault and 
about-twn worthy of an Olympic gold 
medal for Spineless Contortionists! 
The inspiration for the second piece 
must have come via a telephone caD 
from some powerful personage in the 
Ministry of Information. 

Oh! For some integrity and honour 
in public life •. .! However, one should 
not blame poor V. K. Chin entirely 
because he must have had the interests 
of aU the employees at the Star at 
heart (lest we forget October 1987). 
In any case, one also has to earn free 
ticlcets to tag along faithfully on all 
the foreign trips of our globe-trotting 
prime minister! If on a minor issue 
like this, one can see such obvious 
subservience, what more for larger 
national issues. 

As a happy postscript I might add 
that I cancelled my long-standing sub· 
scription to the Star the very next 
day. That was the last straw. 

HNOUGH IS ENOUGH 
Penang 

REFLECTIONS ON THE 
1990 GENERAL ELECTION 

" c o~atulations, Dr M for 
getti~ the two-thirds majo
rity in Parliament again!!" 

My fervent hopes and prayers for the 
country have not been realized but then, 
this is the essence of democracy. The 
majority believes we need a government 
with the power to amend the Constitu· 
tion and pass laws according to its whims 
and fancies. We have elected a govern· 
ment which we, the rakyat deserve. 

What I pray and hope for now is 
that the dire predictions and allega· 
tions made by the opposition during 
the election campaign of what will 
come to pass, if you are returned with 
the two-thirds majority, shall not 
become fact. 

To ow Bapa Merdeka - my respect 
and appreciation for aU that you stand 
for shall follow me to my grave. I was 
moved to tears that night you braved 
the heat, the inconvenience and the 
sufferi~ of your frail body to address 
us at the Batu Lancang community 
hall. It is unfortunate that yow 
message could not be telecast 'live' 

to reach aU Malaysians, but then this 
is the name of the game now. Only 
BN's voice is heard. 

To the DAP - though you were 
not successful in forming the State 
government in Penang, I hope you'll 
not disappoint the rakyat in the 
constituencies you won. Please ensure 
a semblance of service in those 
constituencies. 

A matter which has been bothering 
me - and I hope some knowledgeable 
soul can enlighten me on this - is the 
high disparity between the number of 
voters in rural and urban parliamentary 
scats. Can anything be done to rectify 
this? With each constituency redelina· 
tion exercise, the right of the urban 
voter is diluted further - vis-a-vis the 
rural VOTER. 

LOYAL MALAYSIAN 
Penang 

Editor's note: This letter was written 
before the Tunku's sad demise. 

KIT SIANG - A MODERN 
DAY 'MONK' 

I n ancient China, when a11 emperor 
made mistakes and caused suffering 
to innocent folk, a monk from 

the mountains would come down and 
point out his mistakes. This applies 
to our times too - Thank you, Kit 
Siang for fighting for democracy all 
these years. 

ZHU KOK LIANG 
Kuala /.umpur 

KEMAS WORKSHOP WAS 
ACTUALLY A BARISAN 

CERAMAH 

M y niece attends cooking classes 
organized by Kemas. She was 
ask.ed to attend a workshop 

on 16 September by Kernas at the Bank 
Rakyat building in Kuala Lumpur. 
What surprised me was that the work· 
shop was actually a ceramah for the 
Barisan Nasiona.l in general and Umno 
Baru in particular. From 9 am to 4 pm, 
the participants were bombarded with 
what the government had done for 
them and what the opposition could 
not do for them. There were also 
insinuations with very ethnic tones 
about other non-Malay parties. 
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One of the speakers even resorted 
to lies that wou.Jd have been very 
insulting to the intelligence of the 
audience. He said that if the 
opposition was to come to power, 
Malays would lose whatever rights 
that they have. AU suraus in government 
offices would be closed down. Many 
of the existing mosques and suraus 
would not be given funds and govern· 
ment programmes on Islam would 
be cannceUed. Our children and grand· 
children would eventually curse us. 
Instead of saying a silent prayer at 
our grave, they would urinate on it. 

I thought these officers were 
educated, but what my niece told me 
shows that these officers are j:JSt fools 
who think everybody is like them. 
In fact, some of those present left, 
totally disgusted with the tallcs presented 
by these fools. 

This course was organized usi~ 
government funds. It just shows to 
what extent people can stoop to win 
votes. Usi~ government funds for 
private purposes is HARAM in Islam. 
Only God can punish these peop.le 
- AMlN. 

· SYED MUSTAFFA AL·HABSH/ 
Ke/ang. 

MAHATHIR- A 
WORKAHOLIC WHO 

PRODUCES RESULTS 

M an must work for a living. 
However, work without results 
is labour lost. Our PM is a 

noted workaholic. There are many 
others like him. But our great PM shines 

• out among them all. His work produces 
good and useful results for the country, 
not for himself. 

WEN AI 
Kuala Lumpur 

OPPORTUNITY LOST 

I n the run-up to the recent general 
election, the Aliran Monthly has 
been of great help in clarifying 

the issues facing thinking voters. But, 
as an ordinary Malaysian voter without 
political affiliation, I feel sad that 
the opportunity to teD the governmeDt 
of the day what we think of its mis
management of our affairs for the 
past few years has been lost. Again 
the bread and butter issues have won 
the day. In the name of stability, 



progress and development, it looks 
like voters are willing to overlook 
the record of the abuse of power, 
tmancial scandals, the curtailing of 
individual liberties and the destruc
tion of the independence of the 
judiciary. 

LOYAL MALAYSIAN 
Penang 

HIGHWAY TOLL 
INCREASES OUR TAX 

BURDEN 

R caders of almost all dailies 
in Malaysia may have been 
rather surprised by the harsh 

statement made by the prime minister 
recently calling - or rather challenging 
- the opposition to run the highways 
without collecting toll. 

As a citizen, I wish to say this. If 
his challenge to the opposition is sincere, 
then he should first completely abolish 
the road tax on all vehicles. Otherwise, 
he should allow the opposition to 
collect road tax. Common sense will 
tell us that the millions of ringgit 
collected through road tax can be 
utili.ted for the construction of a few 
highways within a year or two. 

It is not that the people are unaware 
of the infrastructure that the govern
ment is setting up, especially by expand
ing roads and constructing highways 
to cope with the ever increasing traffic 
volume. But the government should 
abo not be too insensitive to the already 
heavy tax burden on vehicle owners 
e.g. sales tax, road tax, petrol tax, 
parking fees, and now highway toll 

The government should decide 
between levying a road tax or charging 
toll - there should be no two ways 
about this. 

SIVA TRAVERS 
Johor Baru 

ALIRAN SHOULD ALSO 
HIGHLIGHT GOVERNMENT 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

I had subscribed to the Aliran 
Monthly (AM) (and before that, 
the Quarterly) for the past few 

years. (I will revive my subscription 
again as !Oon as my situation allows 
me). But this is the first time that 
I am writing to AM. 

When I first emigrated from Malaysia 

to Australia 6 months ago, I became 
conscious that I was more resentful 
of Malaysian society than I thought. 
I resented, in particular, the Chinese 
Malaysian society and culture that 
I lived in as well as Malaysian politics. 

When I emigrated, I brought with 
me two issues of AM. Last week, I 
received another two issues. After 
reading these two issues of AM, I was 
spurred into writing this letter. 

My problem is this: Is the Malaysian 
government justified in charging that 
Malaysians overseas are fed with anti
government propaganda? Is there any 
substance to the Malaysian govern
ment's charge that Aliran is biased 
against the government? Needless to 
say, if we are on the government's 
side, we would probably think so. 

Now, the important question is: 
Would it not be to everybody's benefit, 
if AM were to present a more balanced 
('balanced', at least from the govern
ment's point of view) publication? 
I mean, AM can highlight more of the 
government's • positive achievements. 
For example, buried in AM, there 
was acknowledgement of the govern
ment's role, big or small, in pulling 
the Malaysian economy out of the 
recession. I think there is a real need 
for AM to seriously highlight such 
and other achievements of the 
government. 

After all, I have no doubt about 
Aliran's commitment to balanced 
perspectives and truth. Indeed, from 
here in Australia, I need a balanced 
perspective to be closer to the truth 
about Malaysia. Aliran is indeed morally 
bound to provide a balanced perspective! 
Surely, Aliran does not live in a world 
of criticisms and resentment. Surely 
Aliran can see the positive side of 
Malaysia. 

But I must emphasize that I am 
not suggesting that Aliran should 
replace all criticisms with .praises. 
Neither should it change its course. 
If Aliran were to do that, many 
people, including myself, would be 
greatly disappointed. It would mean 
the extinction of the leading light 
of the Malaysian conscience. 

I 
Perth , Australia 

OPPOSITION MUST BE 
TOTALLY HONEST TOO 

A tremendous amount of publicity 
has been given by the opposi
tion to issues involving corrup

tion, high-handedness and hanky-panky 
within the ruling party. I whole
heartedly support this but, can and will 
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the opposition including the DAP 
stamp out all this if they come into 
power? Will they be honest and dedj,.. 
cated in everything they do? 

When contracts and projects are 
valued in terms of millions of ringgit 
and when even a 1% or~% commission 
can amount to a substantial sum, can 
the opposition truthfuUy say that, 
if it were in power, it would be honest 
in all its dealings? 

Will it resolve all ethnic issues? 
Will it ask the citizens of this country, 
to think and work as Malaysians and not 
as ethnic Chinese, Indians or Malays? 

Think about it. The MCA f~hts for 
Chinese Malaysians, the MIC for Indian 
Malaysians and Umno Baru for the 
Malay oommunity. Are our top leaders 
doing their bit to forge a TRUE 
MALAYSIAN society? Even the 
Gerakan is no better. 

Millions are spent on useless 
projects, when they could be better 
utili.ted in building houses, schools 
and hospitals to meet the basic needs 
of citizens. 

Taxpayers are to be pitied, for 
their taxes are being squandered. I 
am lucky that I am not paying any 
more taxes, being a jobless and 
penniless man of 69 years. I have done 
my bit for King and country, but when 
I sit around and look at the funny 
goings-Qn, it makes me ~udder. Where 
is dedication, loyalty and love? AU 
gone to the wind. Unless and until 
the opposition including the DAP 
can come up with solid, honest minds, 
to f~ht corruption and ethnic prejudice, 
they will not win votes. 

At one time I respected all our 
ministers, but with such funny 
goings.-Qn no respect is due to 
them now. 

FRANCIS DANKER 
Butterwonh 

It is only in winwr that 
you can tell which trees 

are evergreen. 

- Sf:NA TOR MAN$f7ELD 



GENERAL ELECTIONS 

RESORTING TO 
ETHNIC GAMES (AGAIN) 

T he 1990 general election 
was in many respects unpre
cedental. For the first time, 

opposition parties as diverse as 
Parti Islam SeMalaysia (PAS) and 
Democratic Action Party (DAP) 
were able to co-operate against 
the ruling Barisan Nasional (BN). 
Almost all the seats were contested 
on a one-to-one basis. Th1s was 
made possible by the role played 
by Semangat 46, in particular the 
personal influence of its president, 
Tengku Ruale1gh Hanuah. 

In this election , the rakyat had 
the opportumty to choose an 
alternative coahtlon compnsmg 
Gagasan Rakyat (Semangat 46, 
DAP, Parti Rakyat Malaysia, All 
Malaysian Indian Progressive Front, 
and Malaysian Solidarity Party) 
and Angkatan Perpaduan Ummah 
or APU (Semangat 46, Pas, Berjasa 
and Hamin). Both were headed 
by Tengku Razaleigh. The mani
festos by Gagasan Rakyat and 
Pas were issue-onented and con
tained concrete proposals for 
change 

The opposition's slogan was 
"Save Malaysia··. smce there had 
been so many scandals involvmg 
the government and which had 
also eroded the democratic msti
tutions in the country. It was, 
nevertheless, a pity that the 
opposition's campaigns focussed on 
government scandals which were 
already too famihar to the public, 
rather than on explaming the 
manifestos 

In a sense, "Save Malaysia" 
or "Selamatkan Malaysia", was not 
a very good slogan for its appeal 
was limited to those who were 
very concerned with democracy 

Politics, more than anything 
else, is the cause of ethnic 
tensions in the country, 
says TAN CHEE BENG in 
this succinct account of how 
the Barisan Nasional, 
especially UMNO, 
manipulated ethnicity, and 
religion (and the media) in 
order not to lose. 

and accountabllity; the masses did 
not regard these as urgent issues. 
The Chinese version of the slogan 
Gaichao-huandai was better for the 
meaning was significantly different 

AND THE WINNER IS ... : The 
media played alongside the 
government to instil fear in voters 
in the ~vent of an opposition win. 

20 

from "Save Malaysia." It is a 
Chinese proverb which refers to 
changing a regime - this and its 
equivalent would have had better 
appeal than ''Save Malaysia". 

The BN slogan was "Towards 
a PeacefuL Stable and Prosperous 
Malaysia". This was an effective 
slogan for the country had enjoyed 
peace, stability and a certain level 
of prosperity. It also directed the 
public's attention away from the 
BN's scandals and abuses of power. 
Although the slogan was announced 
earlier than that of the opposition, 
it was a good reply to "Save 
Malaysia" - for the government 
could and did argue that there 
was no need to save Malaysia: 
there was peace, stability and 
prosperity. 

More significantly, peace and 
stability remind people of insta
bility and unrest, and for the 
Malaysian public, the latter means 
racial unrest. The experience of 
the 1969 riot (usually referred to 
as May 13) had produced a psycho
logical fear of unrest among the 
Malaysian people, and the Mahathir 
government had not hesitated to 
exploit th1s fear, as could be seen in 
the last and present election. The 
Pnme Mm1ster himself had on a 
number of occasions the last few 
months reminded people of. May 
13. The government portrayed that 
supportmg the opposition would 
lead to mstability, the worst of 
which would be another May 
13. Th1s irresponsible act on the 
part of the government, which is 
tantamount to threatening the 
people, was done openly in public 
speeches and publicised in news
papers and television networks. 



Wtule the government had 
exploited racial and t~ligious 1ssues 
in the past, the mass-media ttus 
time was extensively used to create 
ethnic anxiety with the aim of 
convincing the public that only 
UMNO Baru in particular, and BN 
in general, could ensure Malay 
security as well as peace and 
stability in the country. Not 
only were racial speeches of BN 
politicians prominently reported, 
feature articles and advertisements 
hammered away on the message 
that supporting the opposition 
would lead to unrest and only 
UMNO Baru could preserve Malay 
political dominance. 

For example, on 7 October, the 
New Straits Times carried a feature 
by A. Kadir J asin on the 1969 
general election which eventually 
led to the infamous racial riot. 
The people were also reminded of 
violence through full-page pictorial 
advertisements in the government
controlled newspapers, especially 
Berita Harlan, Utusan Malaysia, 
and New Straits Times. These 
advertisements ranged from the 
positive portrayal of peace to the 
negative portrayal of violence, such 
as the one showing policemen 
arresting extremists with the 
heading " Save Malaysia from 
Extremists". This advertisement 
was carried in all major newspapers 
of all languages. 

The most irresponsible advertise
ment portrayed a scene of killing, 
burning and death. The description 
below the picture refers to those 
who manipulated the court, 
slandered the government, and 
caused disunity in society. It is 
supposed to be a lesson from 
Sejarah Melayu (Malay Annals), 
and the people so mentioned are 
described as traitors which in 
Malay reads penderhaka dan peng
khianat bangsa - very strong 
words indeed. The caption for the 
advertisement was "Sokong Bawa 
Rebah" or "The Support That 
Leads to Destruction". At the nght
hand bottom comer of the adver
tisement, tt was men tioned in small 
print that the advertisement was 
sponsored by the people of 
Selangor in support of Prime 
Minister Dato Seri Dr Mahathir 

LAUNCHING THE 'SAVE MALAYSIA' MANIFESTO: The 
issues-oriented slogan did not go down well with voters. 

TENKU RAZALEIGH CRISS
CROSSING THE COUNTRY: 
Semangat 46 was branded Pembelot 
Orang Melayu. 

bin Mohamad and the Chief 
Minister Tan Sri Hj Muhammad 
bin Hj Muhd Taib. 

In Malay, the advertisement (see 
Utusan Malaysia, 19 October, pl3) 
had the direct appeal to reject 
those portrayed as traitors of the 
Malay race, religion and rulers. 
However, when advertised in 
Nanyang Siang Pao (20 October, 
p 32), the effect was different. 
Fo r the Chinese readers, the 
emphasis was not on the written 
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message but on the picture, the 
foreground of wtuch shows people 
holding weapons and sbme lying 
dead. To the Chinese, this is a 
reminder as well as a threat of 
racial riots, nevermind that the 
characters in the picture are 
wearing Malay costumes. This is 
more so for the bold heading at 
the top reads Lishi de Huiqu or 
"Looking Back in History". For 
Ctunese Malaysians, despite the 
claim that the advertisement was 
a page from the Melaka Sultanate, 
"looking back in history" as 
portrayed in the picture was more 
likely to be associated with racial 
ri~t, in particular the May 13 
riot. 

Obviously, whoever was behind 
the advertisement wanted the 
Malay and Chinese readers to draw 
different historical meanings. This 
is not only reflected in the 
different h~adings used. The picture 
advertised in Utusan Malaysia was 
in black and white, while the one 
in the Chinese daily was in colour. 
The wordings in the Malay daily 
were bigger, but smaller in the 
Chinese newspaper. Obviously, the 
intention was for the Chinese 
readers to focus on the picture 
and the heading. 

Many Chinese readers protested 
against Nanyang Siang Pao, and 
some burnt the paper in protest. 



On 21 October, that is, the day 
following the advertisement, 
Nanyang Siang Pao carried a 
full-page apology to the readers 
on p 30. The apology, in five bold
print sentences, mentioned that 
the picture in question was carried 
as an advertisement and apologised 
for any misunderstanding caused. 
One of the sentences said the 
newspaper "denounces strongly all 
threats, instigations, violence and 
irresponsible statements and acts". 

There were other kinds of 
campaigns which earned communal 
undertones. On 16 October, Utusan 
Malaysia carried a front page colour 
cartoon portraying Tengku Raza
Jeigh showing PAS leaders how to 
use chopsticks. It was well-done 
and funny, but raciaL It was of 
course a reference to Pas' relation
ship with Semangat 46, which also 
co-operated with DAP. It was 
aimed at exploiting the Malay fear 
of losing their dominance in such 
an alliance. 

The immoral use of ethnicity to 
ensure a BN success was most 
blatant after Parti Bersatu Sabah 
(PBS) announced on the evening 
of 15 October, that it was with
drawing from the BN to align with 
Semangat 46. Uulil then, despite 
the reference to May 13, BN had 
campaigned more on the opposi
tion parties not bemg able to work 
together and representing forces of 
instability. Full-page cartoon adver
tisements rejecting "these forces of 
instability" and "marriage of con
venience" were carried in major 
newspapers. The latter cartoon 
portrays Tengku Ra7aleigh wearing 
a formal suit, hand-in-hand with 
DAP secretary-general Lim Kit 
Siang (dressed as a Chinese bride) 
on the right and PAS president Ustaz 
Hj Fadzil Mohd Noor (dressed in 
Malay costume with Islamic sym
bols) on the left. 

UMNO Baru {from the Team A 
of the deregistered l)MNO) of 
course portrayed Sc_.tftangat 46 
{originally Team B of the old 
UMNO) as having no legitimacy to 
representing the original UMNO. 
Tengku Raialcigh was portrayed as 
selfish, and only wanting to become 
the Prime Minister. The opposition 
parties on thc1r part focussed on 

government scandals and the autho
ritarian leadership of Dr Mahath1r 
Thus the campaign was imtially not 
so racial other than the BN leaders' 
threat of May 13. But after the 
breakaway of PBS, UMNO Baru Jed 
by Dr Mahathir himself launched 
a very racial campaign. It was 
crude, deceitful and dirty. 

PBS was described as a Christian 
party which would act against 
the interests of Islam and Malays. 
On the evening of 18 October, the 
televisiOn networks broadcasted 
reports and interviews highlighting 
the threat of PBS to the Muslims. 
The Pnme Mmister even said that 
Sabah Chief Minister Datuk Seri 
Pairin Kitingan wanted Sabah to 
have her own television station in 
order to spread Christianity. 

Tabung Haji officials came out 
to say that PBS had suppressed the 
interests of Muslims in Sabah and 
cited the delay in giving land to 
Tabung Haji as evidence. All these 
as well as other reports, especially 
1n the two major Malay dailies were 
obviously aimed at creating anxiety 
among the Malays with regards to 
the status of Islam in the country. 

Semangat 46 was portrayed as 
workmg against the interests of 
Islam, and therefore of Malays, for 
co-operating with PBS. The fatal 
blow to Semangat 46 was delivered 
on 19 October, when Berita Harian 
and Utusan Malaysia carried on 
their front page, enlarged photo
graphs of Tengku Rcualeigh wearmg 
a Kadazan headgear bearing what 
resembled a cross, which the news
papers reported as a Christian cross. 
The evening before, television net
works also showed Tengku Raza
leigh wearing this headgear and 
focussed on the cross. This was 
shown again and again. 

Both the Malay dailies portrayed 
Tengku Razaleigh as hurting the 
feeling of Muslims in co-operating 
with anti-Muslin1 forces - a very 
serious charge against a politician 
who is himself a Muslim. On the 
same day the photograph of the 
headgeared Tengku Razale1gh 
appeared in the dailies, Dr Mahathir 
made a speech in Penang warning 
that Muslims might lose their 
kuasa Islam ("Islamic power, that 
is Islamic dominance) in the govern-
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ment if the voters did not choose 
carefully on the voting day (see for 
example Utusan Malaysia, 20 
October. pI). 

Suddenly the "marriage of con
venience" propaganda found emo
tional appeal. Of course, the truth 
was otherwise. l:.ven in terms of 
candidates. the joint APU-Gagasan 
Rakyat fielded 96 Muslim candi
dates as agamst 86 for the BN. 

In truth, the so-called Christian 
cross on the Kada7an headgear was 
a Kada1an cultural symbol which 
has nothmg to do with Christianity. 
The Archbishop Emeritus of the 
Catholic Church issued a press 
statement to say that the headgear 
worn by Tengku Razaleigh had 
nothing to do with Christianity. 
Although the statement was re
ported m the Chinese press, no 
Malay daily carried it. 

Called sigah 10 Kadazan and 
sigal in Rungus, the headgear has 
been indigenous to various indi
genous peoples of Sabah. long 
before Christianity had an impact 
in their societies. The so-called 
crosses actually symbolises tapioca 
plants which have an Important 
place in the traditional culture ot 
the indigenous people in Sabah. 
The symbol is a common tinohi2n 
(embroidery) design. When the 
headgear is spread out, the cross
hke pattern is found at each comer 
of the cloth, and the cross-like 
pattern is more like an "X" rather 
than a "t ", that is pangkah rather 
than salib as reported. However, 
when folded in the form of a head
gear, the cross-like symbol at one 
end of the cloth may look like a 
plus sign. 

In fact, the Prime Minister had 
also worn the same kind of head
gear on his previous visits to Sabah. 
In retaliation, Semangat 46 and 
allies distributed pictures of Dr 
Mahathir wearing the same type of 
headgear bearing the cross-like 
symbol and dancing with a Kadazan 
gul. It was not effective for without 
the media which were government 
controlled, the personal circulation 
reached only a small section of the 
people. The damage was done. 

After seeing the well-publicized 
picture of Tengku Ratale1gh and 
having been bombarded by govern-



ment propaganda, many Muslims 
felt tak suka (not happy) even 
though they might have thought 
that the cross-like symbol was 
cultural rather than religious. 
F urthermore, there were poison 
letters circulating to convince 
Muslims of the threat to Islam, and 
this included a letter purportedly 
written by Pope John Paul ll to 
Datuk Joseph l>airin Kitingan 
congratulating him for his work 
on Christianization. 

Beside creating religious anxiety, 
UMNO Baru also created ethnic 
anxiety among Malays regarding 
their poJitical dominance. Both 
Berita Harian and Utusan Malaysia 
carried major news and feature 
reports on the threat to Malay 
dominance. On 17 October, the 
front page headlme in Utusan 
Malaysia was about the Deputy 
Prime Minister Encik Ghafar Saba 
describing PBS as wanting to kill 
the Malay society in Sabah ("PBS 
memang berniat 'bunuh' Melayu 
Sa bah"). 

On the same day, Berita Harlan 
carried a prominent feature article 
by A. Nazri Abdullah entitled 
" Tindakan Pairin tikam BN dari 
belakang: Ketuanan Melayu akan 
hilang" ["Pairin's move stabbed 
BN froua the back: will the Malays 
lose (political) dominance?"]. It 
argues that only UMNO can guaran
tee Malay dominance. In the con
clusion, the writer argues that the 
Malays had not been able to get 
back whatever had been lost to 
them such as the Melaka sultanate 
and Singapore. He argues that only 
Malay political power is left, and 
asks if the Malays have to Jose this 
also in this election? ("Yang tinggal 
cuma kuasa politik Melayu. Apakah 
ketuanan Melayu ini akan hilang 
dalam pilihanraya hujung minggu 
ini?"). The manipulation of history 
to create anxiety over the Malay 
dominance argument was blatant. 

On 19 October Berita Harian's 
headline was " Ketuanan Melayu 
tercabar: seruan Melayu bangkit 
bersatu" ("Malay dominance chal
lenged: Malays urged to be 
united"). Various Malay organiza
tions also came out to voice their 
concern about Malay dominance. It 
was a call for Malay nationalism. A 

UNFAIR ADVANTAGE : Cartoon posters similar to those above 
were carried daily in the newspapers. 

section of the Malay intelligentsia 
also helped to create the myth of 
the challenge to Malay dominance. 

On 20 October, Dr Mahathir 
spoke in Jitra (Kedah) that voters 
should not vote for Semangat 46 
as it had connection with PBS 
which he described as anti-Islam. 
Berita Harian carried a prominent 
report about this speech on polling 
day, October 21, p4), under the 
heading "46 Pembelot Orang 
Melayu" ("46, Traitors of the 
Malays"). Thus from the moment 
PBS pulled out of BN, UMNO Baru 
campaigned viciously using both 
religion and ethnicity to create 
anxiety among the Malays and thus 
successfully portrayed itself as their 
only protector. 

The racial campaign of UMNO 
Baru caused anxiety among the 
non-Malays too. There were some 
criticisms in the Chmese dailies 
against the BN leaders turning 
political issues into communal 
issues. For example, China Press 
on 20 October carried an editorial 
entitled "Do Not Communali.Le 
Political issues", criticizing against 
communaliting the PBS pull-out 
tssue. It pointed out that the BN 
leaders, in communalizing political 
issues and manipulating reltgion to 
stir up the most sensitive aspect of 
the multt-ethnic society, had 
contradicted the slogan of building 
a peaceful, stable and prosperous 
Malaysia. 
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The result of the election was a 
blow to Semangat 46 which did 
well only in Kelantan. BN got 127 
parliamentary scats while the oppo
sition won 53 scats only. ln terms 
of votes cast, the opposition as a 
whole did fairly well, receiving 
44.79 per cent of the votes com· 
pared to 51.95 per cent by BN. The 
racial campaign of UMNO Baru 
benefitted its BN partners too. 
Once again, the Malaysian Chinese 
Association (MCA), for example, 
relied largely on Malay support to 
win scats. But in the process, it lost 
all legitimacy to represent the 
Chinese. The Malays, in voting for 
MCA, actually voted for Malay 
political dominance. MCA has not 
only been encapsulated within 
UMNO politics, it has also become 
a party which serves to strength~n 
the dominance of UMNO Baru m 
national politics. 

The manipulation of ethnicity 
and religiOn in this election shows 
clearly that politics, more than 
anything else, is the cause of ethmc 
tension, especially in "new" 
nattons. It is when irresponsible 
politicians use cultural diversity and 
economic disparity to create ethmc 
anxiety, msccurity and prejudices 
that ethnic tensions emerge. ln 
Malaysia, politicians from the ruling 
coalition are able to switch on the 
communal weapon whenever they 
need it without having to switch it 
off. 



CARTOON IN UTUSAN 
MALAYSIA OF 16 OCTOBER 
1990: BN ridiculed the opposition 
co•lition. 

In this election, the fierce Malay 
dominance campaign created con· 
siderable tension in the country and 
in Kuala Lumpur, people stocked 
up food before polling day for 
fear of riots should BN fail to do 
well. Tension subsided after the 
election. There was considerable 
restraint among the citizens: 
nobody wanteJ another racial riot. 

Furthermore, the crude appeal 
for communal support has been 
based on creating ethnic anxiety 
and insecurity within the group 
without the need of actual con· 
frontation between ethnic groups. 
Communal anxiety is channelled to 
strengthen one's own ethnic group 
by rejecting "uaitors" within the 
group and supporting the right 
party, the one seen as most capable 
of protecting the ethnic group. But 
this is a dangerous game for if in 
the midst of communal anxiety, a 
concrete issue which can be mani· 
pulated for direct ethnic confron· 
tation emerges, and if the govern· 
ment either cannot or is unwilling 
to control the situation, the 
country will be plunged into com· 
munal unrest beyond repair. 

The recent clash between the 
Hindus and the Muslims in India 
should be a warning to those who 
play with communal fire. Further· 
more, what will happen if the 
party, which through stirring up 
communal sentiment, is successful 

in being accepted as the protector 
of the ethnic group but fails in the 
election? Will this not lead to 
greater tension and even violence? 
What if certain irresponsible poli· 
ticians of this party stir up more 
anxiety to create a situation which 
may be to their advantage? What 
will happen? 

What the BN leaders had done in 
the recent election was certainly 
immoral. The success of PAS and 
Semangat 46 in Kelantan and PBS 
in Sabah may lead to the resurgence 
of Malay nationalism (which is of 
course Malay communalism) as a 
way to counter both PAS and 
PBS. If this trend continues, there 
will be greater tension not only 
between the federal government 
and the two states, but also 
between ethnic groups. 

It is hoped that the government 
will take measures to ease tensions. 
It should not take revenge on the 
two state governments and the 
people there. The government had 
used ethnicity not only to mobilise 
support, it had also used it to legiti· 
mise oppression. 

Operasi Lallang in 1987, as we 
had witnessed, was launched under 
the name of ethnic harmony, and 
many innocent people were 
detained under ISA without trial. 
One hopes that the government will 
not add another principle of legi· 
timization to its list, namely 
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oppression under the name of 
territorial unity. It had already 
done so as in the ISA detention of 
Benedict Topin (Secretary of 
Kadazan Dusun Cultural Associa· 
tion Sabah) and others in Sabah 
before the Sabah state election. We 
hope that the government will not 
only release these people but will 
also not detain people without trial 
using whatever excuses. 

In view of what happened in the 
recent election, it is timely to call 
for legislation to ensure ethnic har· 
mony. There should be legislation 
to prevent irresponsible people 
from stirring up communal senti· 
ments to gain political support. The 
events of this election show that 
there were politicians who commu
nalized cultural and political issues, 
and told lies with the intention of 
causing ethnic anxiety and distrust 
between groups. 

They were helped by extremely 
unethical journalists, "professional" 
writers and even academicians who 
were more than willing to betray 
their soul to serve the interest of 
the powers that be. Surely the 
newspapers should not be used to 
spread lies, to distort or carry 
reports or articles which serve only 
to create disharmony in our multi· 
ethnic society. 

In the final analysis, there must 
be a government which respects 
the fundamental rights of the 
people, which respects democracy, 
and which is moral. No law to 
ensure ethnic harmony is useful 
if the government is authoritarian 
and does not hesitate to use the 
mass-media to stir up communaJ 
feeling whenever it finds it advan
tageous to do so. Worse still, the 
government may also use such 
legislation to legitimise the oppres
sion of the opposition and dissent. 

Whatever one may complain 
about the dirty tactics used by the 
BN leaders in the election, the fact 
remains that the government has 
been re-elected with a two-thirds 
majority. One hopes that the 
government in this new term will be 
more responsible and accountable 
to the people. The country does 
not only need peace, stability and 
prosperity, but also meaningful 
democracy. 0 



POLmCAL CHANGE 

THE MERDEKA 
GENERA Tl 0 N REHMAN RASHID 

T
he men who rule Malaysia 
now are aged between 55 
and 65. They were born in 

the decade spanning 1925 and 
1935 - the zenith of British 
•falaya. High Commissioners Guille· 
mard, Cliford and ClementL The 
burgeoning of the immigrant 
communJties: Chinese arrivals 
reached their all-time peak in 
1927, with 360,000 disembarking 
at Smgapore to seek their fortunes 
in the \1alay states. The 1931 
census revealed that, for the first 
time in histor}'. the Malays were 
outnumbered tn theu homeland. 

Swiftly expandtng imnugrant 

populations matured politically. 
China's upheavals resonated 
strongly in Malaya. The Kuomin
tang and the Communists grew 
active, competing for primacy in 
Malaya's Chinese schools and 
rapidly weaving a new socio
political order entirely alien to 
the Malays. The rubber-boom-borne 
prosperity of the war years had 
taught Malaya it could profit 
from the outside world's affairs, 
but the Great Depression of 1929 
delivered a sobering lesson in the 
perils of economic dependence. 

Into such a world were born 
the men who now rule Malaysia. 
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They remember colonialism well; 
its elitism, tts quiet humiliations. 
They remember being small brown 
men at the feet of exalted white 
rulers. And they remember the 
early anxieties raised by the great 
influx of immtgrants from other 
Asian lands; immigrants, moreover, 
who regarded the indigenous 
Malays as wholly peripheral to 
their own realities. These men 
reached adulthood with the 
Second World War. They attained 
sentience with the eclipse of 
colonialism, and were caught up 
in the birth of the first truly 
national movement for liberation. 

TENGKU RAZALEIGH as 
agent of change: Tragedy is 
risk of annhilation while 
blazing the trail; ANWAR 
IBRAHIM of the Merdeka 
Generation : Governance is a 
birthright, not a privilege. 



Today's leaders were part of the 
first youth corps of Malay 
nationalism . 

Their successor generation is 
now aged between 45 and 55. 
They were born in the decade 
spanning 1935 and 1945. They 
were War Babies, born in turmoil 
and dissolution, attaining adult
hood in the idealistic and ulti
mately disillusionary Sixties. They 
remember accelerated change. The 
British, the Japanese, the British 
again: the BMA, the Malayan 
Union, the Federation. The birth 
of UMNO. Onn Jaafar and the 
IMP. The birth of the MCA, the 
MYC, and the Alliance. But at the 
very moment when it seemed that 
Malayan unity could be more 
than a fanciful dream, that a 
nation might truly emerge from 
the maelstrom, the J::mergency 
brought home the meaning of 
musuh dalam selimut. 

Pillar and post, swings and 
roundabouts. Born in seminal 
transition, those now aged between 
45 and 55 could not have had a 
living memory of the origins of 
the surging new forces enveloping 
them. They knew colonialism in 
its twilight. Their predecessors 
had known it at noon. Their 
respective notions of Independence 
could not have been unaffected 
by that distinction. 

The 45-55 generation is formed 
of those aware of how profoundly 
worlds can change. They bear 
more vital memories of 1969 
than of 1946. They are thus 
naturally divided between those 
who fear change, and those who 
desire it. The most prominent 
among them are those who 
challenge, those restive in the 
shadow of their seniors. Consigned 
to the peripheries of power, they 
seck to be the instruments of 
change. In this, they are more 
successful than they know. Tengku 
Razaleigh Hamzah is 53. His 
challenge of Mahathir Mohamad, 
65 , has engendered the change 
that marks growth. It is as true 
of philosophies as it is of protozoa: 
growth begins in division. 

The tragedy of Malaysian poli
tics, however, is that the agents 
of change risk annihilation. Tengku 

Razaleigh will not be destroyed, 
but neither is it likely that he 
will attain the leadership he craves 
while still in his prime. He has 
given the best years of his life to 
this battle. History will remember 
RaLaleigh's generation as having 
sacrificed itself to change. There 
has been a certain nobility in 
their courage, but they will be 
remembered most for having blat.ed 
a trail for the true successor 
generation. 

Which is now aged between 35 
and 45. The Colonial Generation 
will not give way to the War Babies, 
but to the Merdeka Generation, 
born in the decade spanning 1945 
and 1955 - between the Malayan 
Union and the fust general 
elections. The governance of Malay
sia will not fall to Razaleigh's 
generation as completely as it 
will to that of Anwar Ibrahim, 
now 43. 

The nation we live in today 
was born not in 1957, but in 
1946. Its gestation began with 
the MacMichael Treaties, and 
parturition came with the forma
tion of UMNO. This nation was 
born with UMNO. The generation 
which shares that provenance is 
not bun.h:m:d with the memory 
of colonial subjugation and racial 
insecurity. They are the children 
of independence, formed in the 
crucible of nationalism fashioned 
by their fathers, schooled more 
in nation-building than in the 
struggle against imperialism. Reach
ing adulthood with both ASEAN 
and May 13, they received an 
education in ideals and realities 
more profound than that of any 
generation before them . Theirs 
is the fust generation of inde
pendence ; the first to regard 
governance as their birthright, and 
not a privilege to be wrested 
from those who would usurp it. 
They are the fust Malaysians born 
free of the shackles of history. 

The greatest obstacle they face 
is the chasm that divides them 
from their elders. Naturally secure 
in their own identities, they receive 
earnest tutelage in how it's all 
a myth, how they risk losing 
everything if they do not continue 
to regard their fellow Malaysians 
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as potential threats, how in the 
blink of an unwary eye the 
imperialists would return, colluding 
with the immigrants to hound 
the Malays back up the rivers 
and onto all that abandoned 
padi land. They grapple with the 
paradox : they feel strong, confi
dent and secure, but their elders 
insist It is an illusion, that they 
are in fact weak and imperilled. 

But growth can be neither 
halted nor reversed, only slowed 
by the fears of the genuinely 
weak and imperilled. The Merdeka 
Generation is now attaining emi
nence , leapfrogging the War Babies 
into the inner circles of power. 
They do not share their fathers' 
insecunt1es and angers. Never 
having had to undergo the trans
formations experienced by those 
who remember life under the 
British, they have always been 
less uncertain of their identities. 
Knowing themselves, they are 
stronger. 

The Children of Merdeka are 
readying themselves t o govern this 
nation. What they need now IS 

for their predecessors to either 
help them or get out of their 
way. They have a job to do -
indeed, tht'ir task begins with 
cleaning up the mess left by their 
predecessors. The War Babies' 
battle with the Colonial Generation 
has left many casualties. The toll 
has been measured in the grievous 
mismanagement of Malaysia. 
National objectives have been 
subsumed beneath the struggle 
for political survival. 

But many of Merdeka's Children 
are unstirred by the politics of 
fear . and they are the ones who 
wiJI fulfil their promise by ensuring 
the safe ascent of their successors
those today aged between 25 
and 35, born in the decade 
spanning 1955 and 1965. Born 
with Merdeka and Malays1a, reach
ing adulthood with the NEP. The 
first truly Malaysian Generation. 

This nation was born in the 
middle of the 20th Century. It 
will blossom with the advent of 
the 21st. 0 

Rehman Rashid is a wt/1-known 
Malaysilln jouma/ist. 



HUMAN RIGHTS 

ISA DETENTIONS 
IN SABAH 

O
n Jan 4, 1991 the arrest 
of Maximus Johnity 
Ongkili, 37, was announced 

over national television and radio. 
He was arrested on Jan 3, 1991 
at 10.15pm at a restaurant in 
Kuala Lumpur by three Special 
Branch officers from Bukit Aman. 
He was informed that he was 
being arrested under Section 73 (I) 
of the Internal Security Act (ISA) 
before being escorted to a waiting 
car. He is currently detained at 
the Bukit Aman Headquarters in 
Kuala Lumpur. 

The day after his arrest, 16 
Special Branch officers raided 
Maximus' office in the Institute 
for Development Studies, Sabah 
in Kota Kinabalu at about 11 am. 
The police officers remained in the 
IDS office until after working 
hours and then left with some 
documents. 

Another group of Special Branch 
officers went to his residence in 
Likas, Kota Kinabalu after 11am. 
They informed his wife Joan 
Maluda of his arrest. They left 
after 3pm taking with them 26 
items which included tapes and 
diskettes containing his lectures 
while he was a lecturer at Universiti 
Pertanian Malaysia. They also 
seized religious books and 
documents. 

On Jan 5, the Deputy Home 
Minister Datuk Megat Junid and 
the Inspector General of Police 
Tan Sri Haniff Omar confirmed 
the detention of Maximus under 
the ISA. 

Maxinms, executive director of 
IDS, Sabah, and press consultant 
to the Sabah Chief Minister Joseph 
Pairin Kitingan, was in Kuala 
Lumpur to accompany the Chief 
Minister who was attending the 

Parliamentary Sitting. 
He has a seven-year-old 

daughter, Rachel and holds a 
degree in Agricultural Science and 
a PhD in Agricultural Economics 
from La Trobe University, Austra
lia. From 1984 to 1985, he lectured 
in Universiti Pertanian Malaysia, 
and from 1985 to 1986, he worked 
as Senior Researcher at the Insti· 
tute of Strategic and International 
Studies (ISIS). He was also ISIS' 
visiting fellow to the United 
Nations University in Tokyo, 
Japan, before joining IDS. He is 
an active member of the SIB 
church. 

The IDS is the Parti Bersatu 
Sabah (PBS) government's "think 
tank" which is headed by Jeffery 
Kitingan, the brother of Joseph 
Pairin Kitingan. 

The Chief Minister. on his 
return to Kota Kinabalu, had gone 

MAX IMUS ONGKILI : Arrested under ISA JOSEPH PAIR IN: Charged with graft. 
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Sabah heading for emergency rule? 

to the Kota Kinabalu High Court 
on Jan 5 to file a petition seeking 
Maximus' release. However, he was 
subsequently taken to the 
Karamunsing Police Station for 
questioning. This incident occurred 
at about I lam. The Chief Minister 
was then taken to the High Court 
by police personnel and later 
charged with g1afl am! rt:lea:;eu on 
bail. 

There are also reports that 
several other people will be 
detained under the ISA, as well 
as reports that certain quarters 
in Kuala Lumpur are pressing 
for Emergency Rule to be 
imposed in Sabah. 

Pressures on Sabah 
Since the Parliamentary 

elections in Oct, 1990, during 
which the PBS pulled out of the 
Barisan Nasional, there has been 
growing pressure on the Sabah 

state government. The Federal 
Government's criticisms o f the 
PBS center on allegations of 
inciting anti-Federal sentiments 
among Sabahans. More recently, 
Defence Minister Najib Tun Rai.a}c 
alleged that IDS was a tool ·for 
PBS to propagate anti-Federal 
sen tin1cnts. 

Even though the authorities 
stated that Maximus' arrest is to 
protect national security, it is 
widely believed that the arrest 
is politically motivated. Just 
before the state elections in June 
1990, four Sabahans were areested 
under the ISA between May .18 
and June 7, 1990, for an alleged 
plot to pull Sabah out of 
Malaysia. 

Many believe that the detentions 
were a form of pressure on. the 
state government to help secure 
the victory of the Barisan Nasional 
coalition in the recen t Parliamen· 
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tary general elections. However, 
the PBS pulled out of the coalition 
four days before the poll~ which 
resulted in the loss of 14 seats 
for Barisan Nasional. This really 
shook the Barisan Nasional. After 
their victory. the Barisan Nasional 
continued to exert pressure on 
the PBS government. 

Action Requested 
Write o r fax to the Prime 

Minister, Home Minist er, Justice 
Minister and the Inspector General 
of Police : 
• To condemn the use of the 

ISA as it allows detentions 
without trial for an indefinite 
period; 

• To repeal the ISA and other 
laws that violate the basic 
human rights o f people; 

• To ask for the release of all 
those arrested under ISA; 

• To stop further arrests under 
the ISA and 

• To ensure that Emergency Rule 
is not imposed on Sabah as the 
situation does not warrant it. 
Their addresses arc : 

* Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamed 
Prime Minister and 
Home Minister, 
Jabatan Perdana Menteri, 
Jalan Dato' Onn , 
50502 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

Telegram: Perdana Menteri, 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
Telex: 30091 LARAS MS, 
33099 PERMA MA, or 
30098 EPUPM MA. 
FAX.: +60 3 238 3784. 

* Syed Hamid Syed Jaafar Albar 
MiiJi~lt:r of J u~lit:e 
Kementerian Kehakiman, 
Tingka t 21 , Bangunan Kuwasa 
50506 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

Telex: 33548 HAKIM MA. 

* Tan Sri Haniff Omar 
Inspector General of Police 
Bukit Aman. 50500 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

For further information, con· 
tact : The Sabah Support Group 
For ISA Detainees, WDT 136, . 
88999 Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, 
Malaysia. Telephone and fax.: • 6-088-718669. 



HUMAN RIGHTS 

Iran & Human Rights 
The human rights situation in Iran has, for some years now, raised a number of questions. On 21 
January 1990, a special representative of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights visited 
Iran for the fust time and did a detailed study of the human rights situation in the country. The 
representative, REYNALDO GALINDO POHL, later presented his report to the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights. We publish below the conclusions and recommendations of 
his report. 

Appendix 
Section V of the Report of the Special 
Representative of the Commission on 

Human Rights 

V. Conclusions and Recommendations 

-Editor 

232. nlls/lllllf r.:port llltliAs II mQjor clndopiiiCIII ill tlt.rjlll[illmem of the S/'(·cilll ReprCS('IIIttlit····s llltmclatc lind in 
th( rrJO/utiOns fl<loptl'd ~» thC' <1<'1/t'rlll Aswmh/1· mrcltllt! Commissiolr "" llwN•n R.rt.hll. th<' r•iJil to tile Islamic 
Rtpub/u: oj l rtm mrcl thl' CJII·Ihl'·SIJO/ C.'<lllfliJNJt/Qif o} the humau rf8lrts sit1111titnr I or the frrst tnnc unct> the 
mandate v.as issued in 19114, the GO\I("frunent mvited the Special Rc:pr~ntativ'e to visit thl' hlarnic Ktpt!blic of 
Iran. .. 
233. Tlw S!xcwl Rrprt'scntatit•l' ll'iSlti.'S to place on f<'(.'(lfd Iris graf/tuJe to tilr r:m·o!fll/11<'111 oJ tlw /slmnic I<PpuiJIIr 
of /ra11 for irs co.opnatimr in tlrr courS(• of tht' r·rsrt. thl' fildlities af.tordt-cl whim in hiY task ami rts rt•adiuess t(J 
l'Xl~ltd thf' Pirit, althollj!h this was no t possible in vk-w of the strict time-limits imposed hy the- imminent start of 
thr Commission'~ work. 

234. On hb return tO (:c:nna, the SJX~Cial Rcprn.:nt•tiwr dr:~eovcn:d th•t the t>rcu or the mcd1a allrihutcd to him 
Jtattmenh made foUowing the "bit to the Islamic Republic of Iran. The Com minion on Human Rlf(hts <J\ould km>w 
that nrnher he nor any member of the~oup that vis.ited lhc country m:tdc any ~taten1cnt wh;~h<>~.>Vcr. I vcn though 
he is unaware of the substrmce of the statemcnu attributed to him. th(' Sp .. "\:i:ll Rcprewnt~tivc would PQint out 
most emphatically that he made no statement what~ever, either in publk· or in privatu. and that he ha'> not even 
~en with anybod~' about the subject, bccauw ;t wa~ his nrm intrnlkrn lh.rt the report ~hould he dta.,,rn up 
without mterpreUtiont or SJIC\;Uiations that would \:ompromise its ohjcctivcncu and that nothing 'huuld b..: said 
before 1 he ('om mission recr ivcd it. 

23S. (1mmumicatiun /u·ttt<<'ll tlrC' Spl'l:iol Rt'prett:Htatn·<' 1111d tlrt' (,tJI't"riUIIc'lll Q/lhC'. Jsliimit• Rt'puhlic of /ra11 rs 
111 • Rill II bit hi}(li i<'r·c·l 11ml tht rc is no lOJ,i(·, proh/c·m or inuc• tlutt cam tot he opcnlr• cli'>t..1t>Jl'd tllfr>flrtlt l?XpNil ious 
dlllnnt/S ..t $ 0 result O.f tit<! I' lSI(, {urtitC'r possibi/illt'f o.f COIII/1/IIIIic:tlt imr lt'c'fl! OfiC'IIC'U 11/). 

236 . l'he I\-'flUit sets (,ut information re~:e)vcd before and during the \'isit. I t 'huuld b..: noted th~t allc).'ations si,milar 
to those of previous yean v.•ctc stUI being received and that, during tlw period under review, there W3s a coMider· 
llble increuc in assertion~. te~tlmony and d<JCt.nnents about terrorivn. Uutill}!. the visit, terrorism aho teatur~d a 
ttrcat deal in the st;rtements tly I ranian officials and n1ant v.·itnesscs. 

237. The allet;auons ol human llf!hU violations have been llrti'l!ed undc!r drffrrent hc;~dm~s. to de;~ I ~ith tlwrn more 
cuily. and the testimony hu been split up. whcrC appropiiate, and placed under the headitl!! m\·olved. II ~~~o·as ph)· 
sically irnpossiblc to accommodate everyone who w.V.ed to make a statement, but sufhcic:nt tnlmlOn)i wa' ::ather-
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cd to establish or fill out the headings into which the available information is clas~d. To hear all of the people who 
w1shed to speak about their experiences, it would have been necessary to extend the VISit not only by a few days, 
but probably by a few weeks. Some witnesses were unable to keep the appointment they had been given. This was 
due, among other things, to the people crowding outside the United Nations Development Programme's office, 
v.ho literally blocked off the path for anyone who wanted to enter and they were d1sorderly in their behaviour. 

238. Authonties and officials contacted by the Special Representative spoke about general issues and said the 
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran had been friendly to all nauons, particularly neighboring countries, 
but had not met with a positive response. They went on to speak of kinds of pressure from abroad, help to armed 
gangs, terrorism, disinfonnation, eight-year war and the July 1988 invasion. Generally, their points were: the 
international community listens to terrorist groups; information abroad has been and still is being manipulated; 
United Nauons bodies apply two different standards as far as human nghts arc concerned because for political 
reasons a very close eye is kept on some countries, whereas others which commit serious human rights violations do 
not come under any international monitoring procedure. 

239. The Special Representative observed that there is a deep split in I raman soc1ety as a result of the hectic revo
lutionary period and th;tt one ingredient in this split has been the armed muggle, in which terrorism has had a part, 
sometimes with devastating effects. Complaints are heard on all sides and among all social classes, from some who 
deplore and condemn the anned struggle, from others who arc distressed by punishment meted out and reject it 
in the belief that it has been applied improperly and undermined the dignity of prisoners, and a significant number 
who maintain that their ideals have been crushed and their youthful naivety has been exploited. The meetings of 
mothers and of wives of the dead are a symbol of the social polarvation: outside the office of the United Nations 
Development Programme. large groups of women were demonstrating against terrorism, to which they attributed 
their troubles and the loss of their loved one, whereas, at the other end of Tehran at the Behest Zahra cemetery, 
mother and wrvcs of the executed were meeting, as :hey do every Thursday and l·rtday afternoon, to weep for 
thcu loved ones, the executed and those buried in common gnvcs. 

240. nu! Specfat Represenrar/re. as ln eartfer reporrs, condemns rerrortsm 111 ott irs furmf, whutc-vttr tlttt molive, 
prerext or aim During the vrsit to the Islamic RepubliC of Iran, he recei1•ed ample official and private information 
about the diSilstrous effects of rltis l.ind of political acrivity. However, 1t has to be borne in mind that the parties 
to international ir!Struments are States and are, of course, represented by Governments, and hence the grievances 
are ch1efly directed a~ainst them. By extension and 10 keeping w1th recent practice, it has been understood that 
msur~ent groups should also respect human rights, although Governments recogniled by the international communi
ty and msuq!cnts are not on the same footing. 

241 The testimony )tathered reiterated complaints received in Geneva about unlawful executions, torture, sub
stitute prisoners. unprisonment beyond the period specified in the sentence, spontaneous decisions by low-ranking 
officials and the absence of counsel for the defence. Other witm·sSt's stattd the oppofite because they had been 
arrested m the course of clandestine activities against tlte Government, had been treated leniently and subsequently 
pardoned. Testimony was also gathered on restrictions on the right of association. A study of the testimony, repre
senting two different kinds of personal experience and views, is in itself illuminating. 

242. The Special Representative wa~ able to verify thQt four persons shown on lists of executed persons were still 
alive. Wtth a copy of the list of executed persons, these four people presented their identity cards. which included 
photographs, and their identity was established so far as was possible wtthout laboratory proof. Another dozen 
persons also maintained tJiat they had been included on the lists, but they did not have their identity cards on, them 
when the case was examined in the course of a collective interview in the Hotel Azadi. 

243. The allegation that political prisoners had been executed under false charges of drug trafficking was given 
special a/lent ion during the visit. In the light of the testimony received and published in earlier reports about such 
indications as hearing somebody shout that he was not a drug trafficker, the explanations given by the Special 
Prol>tcu tor for Drug Trarficking Offences and testimony from leading figures in the political opposition who are 
Jiving in the country, the Special Representative considers it his duty to acquaint the C?mmission with his convic
tion on this mattei. He has always treated this information cautiously and tal<en it as pomt of departure for further 
inquuy. Three witnesses from political opposition, who were well informed and spoke on o~~r issues that w~re 
not prccLSCiy favourable to the Government, sajd they were not aware of a single case of a po~ltiCal priSOner bemg 
e'ecuted as 11 he were a drug trafficker. It would be strange if, living in the place and followmg events so closely, 
such persons had not teamed of facts of such great s~nificance. In the light of his comic~ion and in all hones!y· 
tlte Spfcwl Representatiw comiders that, unless specific proof is submitrt!d to hun m tim regard, thiS allegatiOn 
im·olves elements of speculation and lte rules it our. 

244 The number of executions and the guarantees of due process of law were topics that arose in many conver~
llon~ The Special Representative repeatedly brought up the subject of the number of executions and adduced 
reasons for doing so. on the basis of international instruments and on humamtar~.an grounds. Many drug traffickers 
can be rehabilitated and reincorporated into society and should in any event enjoy the guarantees of du~ proce~s 
of Jaw. Certamly the deterrent character of the executions has disappeared because there have bee~ none m pubhc 
for five months, but many persons, probably hundreds, arc still awaiting execution. A_s he was ~eavmg ~he countr~, 
the Special Representative presented a request for clemency in this rC!(ard. lie has gamed the unpress1on that this 
harsh policy could become a good deal less severe. 
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245. The guarantees of due process of law now include appeal and review and they are operative with regard to 
convictions in general and review usually applies in respect o[ the revolution11ry courts. The Supreme Court of 
Justice has the last word. Criticisms are made, for some 'lawyers would like an appeal to lie not only against the 
sentence, but against other rulings in the trial, but this remedy does exist, and it may be broadened. 

246. Admittedly, the Iranian Constitution provides for the assistance of a lawyer and makes no exception in any 
case whatever. However, many witnesses speak of the absence of counsel and such testimony is still being received. 
The Special Representative believes he has identified two gaps that might explain why some proceedings arc held 
without a lawyer for the defence: when the accused person refuses to accept such assistance or when the lawyer 
called upon refuses to take over the defence. The practical effects in these two cases are that some proceedings, 
particularly trials for drug trafricking and politicai offences, may be held without counsel for t11e defence. The 
Special Representative believes that a way of overcoming these gaps should be examined, for they turn into oppor
tunities to make sure that there is no defence counsel; in this connection, he would suggest that the right to legal 
assistance should be declared an inalienable right and that a rule should be·adopted that no criminal proceedings 
may be instituted, pursued and completed without continuous assistance from a lawyer, who would be afforded 
~11fficient time to gather evidence and make a plea based on legal reasoning or lenience on humanitarian grounds. 

247. Moreover, the testimony gathered during the visit to the Islamic Republic of Iran repeats a number of allega
tions communicated to the Government in the past. In the matter of issuing passports, the higher authorities should 
look into the way in which the lower authorities are keeping to the law and to the regulations established by the 
higher au·thorities because there may be some problem of enforcement at the administrative level. 

248. There were repetitions of allegations about prisoners completing their sentence and still being held in custody 
indefinitely, and persons completing their sentence and then being executed. Testimony collected privately and 
statements taken at Evin Prison in the presence of Prison officials again spoke of ill-treatment and torture. The 
Special Representative has also insisted that detailed replies to these and other allegations are necessary as part of 
the process of studying the human rights situation. 

249. The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran has been receptive to some criticims made in earlier reports 
by the Speci/11 Representative, for example, about public and mass executions of drug traffickers and about incor
porating in the penalty the time that has been served before the sentence is handed down. This receptiveness indi
cates that other suggestions and criticinlS could well be taken into account. In the course of the actual visit, the 
following suggestions were, in principle, favorably recei~ed: regular visits by the International Committee of the 
Red Cross to prisons throughout the country in order to ascertain the conditions of imprisonment and, in parti
cular, to look into the situation of political prisoners; the possibility of the Center for Human Rights providing 
technical assistance to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in matters pertaining to human rights; 
the acceptance of a programme to identify clashes or inconsistencies between Islamic law and international law, 
particularly internationally recognized human rights, so as to make it easier for the Iranian Government to bring its 
system into line with international standards; and consideration of requests the Special Representative may transmit 
on pu~ely humanitarian grounds. The Special Representative handed over a request for a marked reduction in death 
sentence and about the case of a person in urgent need of medical treatment outside prison walls. 

250. The Speci/11 Representative received information on frequent clemency measures. While this report was being 
completed, he received from the Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations Office 
at Geneva an announcement of a clemency measure for persons sentenced by military courts: persons sentenced 
to one year will be freed and longer sentences will be reduced by half. 

251. The information gathered by the Special Representative in Geneva on the situation of the Baha'is was con
fl!ffied in Tehran by the testimony of two members of this group. They supplied a circular from the Prime Minis
ter, whose duties were later taken up by the President of the Republic, instructing the authorities about the treat
ment of the Baha'is. The circular was satisfactory to the visitors and to the other members of this faith. In addition, 
the witnesses said that a ruling by the Supreme Court of Justice had been in their favor and established a marked 
precedent, although it has not yet been enforced. The Speci/11 Representative's impression is that the situation of 
the Baha'is is moving towards quite broad de [acto tolerance. 

252. At the round table held at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to sum up the visit, the Special Representative 
expressed the opinion that the Government's next step could consist in providing detailed replies to the allegations 
transmitted to it. In order for these replies to be prepared, the allegations would have,.to be investigated; it might 
well prove that some officials had failed in the performance of their duties and that disciplinary measures or punish
ment would be needed or, on the contrary, that it would be appropriate to demonstrate that the allegations were 
inaccurate, false or mistaken. Both the Government and the procedure established by the Commission on Human 
Rights would benefit from such concrete co-operation. The visit needs to be supplemented by these replies so that 
the consideration of the alleged cases may continue and conclusion may be reached on the situation as a whole. 

253. In view of these facts and considerations, it is the Special Representative's conclusion that, in his view, the 
Commission should continue to monitor the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran and that another 
visit seems desirable, and even necessary, in order to broaden the study with many cases which it' was noi possi
ble to collect, to go deeper into situations which still call for greater knowledge of the facts and to listen to many 
persons who felt disappointed because so little time was available. e 
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VALUES 

WHAT POLITICS 
REALLY MEANS 

T
he study of politics has all 
too often been reduced to the 
power structure-function 

paradigm. Political scientists tend 
to side step the crucial issue of the 
ethical and' moral core of politics. 
This development is not only 
distressing but also characteristic of 
modern day clinical approaches to 
the study o f man, politics and 
society. 

An understanding of politics 
that avoids including human values 
in its discussion is not worthy of 
any serious consideration. Politics is 
a code of ethics which encom
passes the four cardinal values of 
life namely truth, love, non
violence and peace. These values 
should indeed be accepted and 
respected as the four pillars of 
political behaviour. 

There is a moral order subsisting 
in the Universe. Everything is 
governed by certain inviolable laws. 
Each and every bit of creation , 
every species and being is bound by 
certain moral obligations and 
duties. Everything and everyone has 
a specific purpose in the divine 
scheme of creation. When every
thing abides in its sphere of " right 
conduct" and when every being 
conducts itself/ himself in conformi
ty with the codes of "right con
duct" pertaining to itself/himself 
without violating them, then also 
will order, peace and harmony 
prevail in the cosmos, and the 
divine scheme and purpose of man's 
creation will find it 's goal and 
fulfllment . 

TRUTH in its highest ethical 
and spiritual sense implies truthful
ness of speech and harmony be
tween our thought, word and deed. 

Truth is in perfect accord with 
Reality. It is the spiritual aspect of 
Being which does not change. It is 
the true nature of every being. The 
awareness or the realisation of our 

LATIF KAMALUDDIN says 
that politics is "a code ofj 
ethics". 
~ 

true-being dawns more and more as 
more and more perfection, which is 
already in us, manifests itself. The 
process of the revelation of truth 
begins when the mind rids itself 
of aJI earthly and sensuous desires 
and becomes one-pointed on the 
contemplation upon Truth, it rises 
to a higher level of consciousness 
and intuitive perception, and will 
comprehend the "Truth" - the 
unchanging and eternal Reality, and 
Supreme Consciousness. 

LOVE or Universal Love is 
simply the awakening of the soul 
and the blossoming and expansion 
of the heart and spontaneous out
pouring of love towards all. It 
results from intuitive awareness and 
perception of the Divine as abiding 
in all. 

It is said that , "Love is selfless
ness", "Love lives by giving and 
forgiving". Love perceives a spirit 
of identity and non-distinction of 
oneself with others. It is the realisa
tion of the truth and feeling of 
brotherhood of aJI men and the 
kinship of all life, arising in one's 
own heart which has been cultured 
with constant love for God. 

NON-VIOLENCE in word, 
thought and deed is the result of 
the total blossoming of the soul 
and that state of awareness of the 
oneness and the unity of all exis
tence. It is a state and sense of 
feeling of total identity with all life 
and creation. It results from spiri
tual awareness; it is a quality and 
attribute of the awakened soul. It 
sees but one God everywhere, in all 
beings and in every bit of creation. 
Such an ·awakened soul begins to 
feel that anybody's or any being's 
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happiness or unhappiness is as 
much his own. Such a one feels no 
distinction at aJ1 between himself 
and other. It IS pure and impersonal 
love flowing from the Spirit. 

While the other values, Truth 
and Love are mostly subjective in 
their implications, stressing the 
individual's own response at diffe
rent levels of his personality in 
relation to another individual or 
group of individuals, non-injury 
refers to one's social obligations 
and general attitude towards the 
entire world and all being as a 
whole. 

PEACE is only then meaningful 
when we are consciously enjoying 
it. It is a state of being unattainable 
in its es~nce by means of cognitive 
deliberations· alone. It necessitates a 
journey into inner space, a restruc
turing of the inner self and ulti
mately the liberation of the soul. 
It cannot be a mere function of the 
mind's eye, it must be total com
mitment to genuine spirituality. 

Every human being should com
mit himself to the resolution of all 
the welter and conflict of human 
emotions into the basic attitude of 
peace. It is uncontroJlable and un
reasonable desires that create agita
tions in the placid waters of the 
lake of the mind and create unrest. 
A mind freed of such desires gets 
back to the state of peace. Only 
when one has abiding tranquility of 
mind, can one have enduring peace. 

Politics should be defined to 
include these values and should be 
treated as an ethical way of life. 
The time is now ripe for political 
scientists to cease analysing the 
negative aspects of politics such as 
power and conflict and initiate a 
more responsible and positive ap
proach when investigating man as a 
political animal. We must com
mence to idealise politics as a value 
system encompassing the· four men-



tioned values. In our pohtical 
behaviour we must learn to culture 
our minds and hearts to imbibe 
these virtues, disciphne our intellect 
and will power and regulate our 
conduct so as to conform to and 
to bear these values. If we do this 

then we will begin living in con· 
formity wuh the Divine Will. 

However, if we continuously fail 
at this task we will also be unable 
to respect one another, show 
tolerance towards other faiths, 
understand unity in diversity and 

appreciate the universal brother
hood of man. If we fail to love we 
also fail to appreciate truth, good
ness and beauty, and fail to love 
God and His creation. Where there 
is no love there will be violence and 
hatred and destruction. 0 

Sol MY D£AR LlTTLE CKAP. ... 

W~~Ts AlL (HIS NONSENSE 
ABOLtT \(OUR NOT 8EIN4 

ALLOWED Tb . .SPEAk UP? 
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CURRENT 
CONCERNS 

POLICE HARRASSMENT 
IN BELAGA 

I t has been brought to our 
attention that yet another 
unnecessary police harassment 

has been made against the Kenyah 
community on 28 November 1990 
at Sungei Betu log~in~t road near 
Long Geng village in the Belaga 
district of Sa.rawak. 

We view this incident with great 
concern because a peaceful form 
of protest by these Sarawakian 
natives, i.e. putting up a human 
barricade , in their effort to stop 
logging activities on their ancestral 
lands and also to avoid eventual 
environmental destruction had 
received rather drastic, if not 
violent, response from the 
authorities. Using force against 
these protestors will not only 
aggravate the situation but also 
bypass the real issues of indis
criminate logging, environmental 
destruction and their eventual, 
grave consequences upon the lives 
and rights of the Kenyah natives. 

Aliran therefore calls upon the 
timber companies and the authori
ties concerned to seriously take 
into consideration the just, 
legitimate plea of these Sara
wakian natives. 

Mustafa K. Anuar 
7 December 1990 Exco Member 

ALIRAN OBTAINS BAHASA 
PERMIT 

A Jiran is happy to announce 
that it has finally been 
given a permit to publish 

a monthly magazine in Bahasa 
Malaysia. 

The magazine will be known as 
Mojo/all Aliran. Hopefully, it will 
make its appearance before the 
third week of February 1991. 

Aliran has been applying for 
a permit to publish a periodical 
in the national language since 
1982. Between 1982 and Septem
ber 1987 Aliran submitted three 
applications to the Ministry of 
Home Affairs which were all 
rejected. 

Then on 2 September 1987, 
Aliran took its case to court. 
The High Court of Kuala Lumpur 
held that the Minister of Home 
Affairs should review his earlier 
decision to reject Aliran's appli
cation for a Bahasa permit. How
ever, the Minister immediately filed 
an appeal to the Supreme Court 
against the High Court decision. 

On 4 January 1990, the 
Supreme Court of Malaysia quashed 
the High Court decision. It was 
of the opinion that the Minister 
of Home Affairs had absolute 
discretion in the granting of permits 
to periodicals. 

The denial of a Bahasa permit 
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to Aliran was then raised in 
Parliament in March this year. 
In his reply, the Deputy Minister 
of Home Affairs stated that Aliran 
could apply again for a permit. 

A fourth application was 
submitted in May 1990. It was 
this application that was approved 
by the Minister of Home Affairs 
on 10 December 1990. 

!tlajalah A/iran will seek to 
further develop social con
sciousness amongst the Malaysian 
people especially in relation to 
issues concerned with freedom, 
justice and unity. Majalah A/iran 
will be independent and non
partisan but strongly committed 
to the pursuit of truth. 

Aliran hopes that the Malaysian 
public will support this honest 
endeavour to develop a more 
thinking, feeling and caring society. 
Majalah A /iran welcomes articles, 
letters and other literary contri
butions from the public. Malay
sians who would like to help 
translate articles from English to 
Bahasa Malaysia can get in 
touch with Aliran, P 0 Box 1049, 
10830 Pulau Pinang (Telephone: 
04-871608). 

Chandra Muzaffar 
21 December 1990 President 

COMMUNAL POLITICKING 

A liran regrets that there has 
been some subtle communal 
politicking in the recent 

Penang State Assembly meeting. 
The Assemblyman for Padang 

Kota, Mr Lim Kit Siang, who is 
also Democratic Action Party 
{DAP) Secretary-General, in parti
cular, kept on harping upon issues 
which have a certain appeal to a 
particular ethnic community. 

By challenging the Chief 
Minister, Dr Koh Tsu Koon, to 
provide financial assistance to 
Chinese private schools, he was 
undoubtedly trying to cast 
aspersions on Dr Koh's fidelity 
to the cause of Chinese education. 
At the same time, he was projecting 
himself as a champion of Chinese 
education. Lim Kit Siang, it is 
obvious, has chosen to use this 
issue to win support fro m Penang's 
Chinese electorate. 

His raisin!( the issue of pupils 
with 6As from Chinese and Tamil 
primary schools who had railed 
to enter form one in national 
secondary schools has also got 
a similar motive. Since education 
is a federal matter, the issue does 



Kit Siang 
manipulates education issues. 

not even come within the ambit 
of the Penang State government. 
Once again, the purpose of forcing 
the Chief Minister and his Gerakan 
colleagues in government to take 
a stand is to show that they are 
not prepared to speak up for an 
issue which is regarded as crucial 
for the Chinese community in 
particular. 

Subtle rr.anipulation of issues 
with ethnic connotations is very 
much a part of the communal 
game. The issue itself may be 
dressed up in the garb of education 
or human rights or social justice. 
But the political motive behind it, 
is what is important. Invariably, 
the aim is to present oneself as 
a communal hero. 

It goes without saying that 
communal politicking o f this sort 
is dangerous for a multi-ethnic 
society like ours. In order to 
ensure peace and harmony in our 
society, politicians from both 
the opposition and the government 
should rise above communal 
politics. 

John Kim 
26 December 1990 Exco Member 

THE NEED FOR 
ELECTORAL REFORM 

B oth the reports of Election 
Watch and the Common· 
wealth Observer Group on 

the Malaysian Elections of 20 and 
21 October 1990, emphasise the 
importance of crucial electoral 
reforms. 

Aliran hopes that the Election 
Commission will study both reports 
in depth and make recommenda· 
tions to the government on how 
our electoral system can be 
reformed to strengthen democratic 
norms and principles. The govern· 
ment, for its part, should adopt 
an open attitude to the ideas 
contained in the two reports. 

Both reports are concerned 
about the present mode of register· 
ing voters. Election Watch has, 
in fact, suggested compulsory voter 
registration as a way or curbing 
improper registration. 

Both reports have also expressed 
their grave misgivings about the 
role of the electronic media and 
the Bahasa Malaysia and English 
language dailies during the election 
campaign. In order to ensure 
more equitable access to the 
mainstream media, Election Watch 
bas suggested that "the requirement 
for annual reapplication of publish· 
ing and printing permits should 
be abolished. The media should 
not be made to feel that their 
continued operation depends on 
the goodwill of those who form 
the government. " 

There are many other proposals 
in both reports pertaining to 
election funds , postal votes, the 

GRANNY GETS A HELPING 
HAND ON POLLING DAY: 
Time to campaign for e lectoral 
reform. 
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counting of ballot papers and the 
role of the Election Commission, 
wh1ch are worth considering. It is 
only right that the public discuss 
and debate the two election 
reports. It is not just political 
parties and public interest societies 
which should organize discussions 
on the reports of Election Watch 
and the Commonwealth Observer 
Group. Universities have a responsi· 
bility to encourage debate and 
discussion on an issue of such 
great importance as electoral 
reform. After all, universities are 
supposed to be places where 
ideas are subjected to intelligent 
scrutiny and analysis. 

Let us hope, therefore, that 
in the new year there will be 
active, enthusiastic discussion on 
electoral reform. It would be a 
pity if Malaysian society becomes 
concerned once again about a 
just and fair electoral system, 
on the eve of the next general 
elections. Now is the time to 
campaign for electoral reform. 

Executive Committee 
2 January 1991 

ISA ARREST IN SABAH 

A !iran views with grave 
concern the recent arrest 
of Dr Maximus Ongkili 

of the Institute for Development 
Studies in Sabsh. The reasons 
given for the arrest of Dr Ongkili 
are not convincing. 

It is regrettable that the Federal 
Government has adopted such a 
course of action in dealing with 
what it terms as 'anti-Federal 
sentiments in Sabah'. Whether auch 
sentiments exist or not, has not 
been established. Even if they do 
exist, the solution is to look at 
the problem areas squarely and 
adopt a realistic and just solution 
to the grievances of the people 
of Sabah. · 

Aliran therefore calls on the 
Federal Government to charge 
Dr Ongkili in Court if it has 
convincing evidence that his 
activities are a threat to national 
security as well as produce in the 
open the necessary evidence for 
public scrutiny. If such evidence 
is not forthcoming, it is incumbent 
upon the government to release 
Dr Ongkili unconditionally. It must 
be remembered that unjustified 
detentions without trial will 
convince the Malaysian public that 
the Government of Dr Mahathir 



Mohamad is embarking on a 
vendetta to settle scores against 
his political enemies. 

10 January 1991 
Ariffin Omar 

Secretary 

SELECTIVE JUSTICE? 

E verytime a government puts 
a major political figure 
on trial for corruption it 

generates a great deal of public 
interest. This is understandable. 
For people measure the degree 
of sincerity of a government 
in fighting corruption by ita willing
neas to take action against the 

rich and the powerful. 
However, a truly sincere govern

ment will act against anyone and 
everyone who is corrupt - and 
not adopt a selective approach. 
It will not protect the corrupt 
within its own circle while houding 
the corrupt on the other side of 
the fence. An honest government 
will not overlook corruption 
committed by those who are loyal 
to the leadership while turning 
its wrath against those who are 
allegedly corrupt but no longer 
part of the flock . An ethical leader
ship will not cho()l(! to prosecute 
some who are allegedly corrupt 
simply because of a burning desire 
to take revenge against them. 

It is important to emphasise 
these points for an obvious reason. 
A recent case of corruption 
involving the Chief Minister of 

a particular state in the Federation 
has given rise to certain questions. 
Sirice the allegations of corruption 
against him involve events in 
1985 and 1987, why wasn't any 
action taken against him at that 
time? Was it because he was in 
the right circle between May 1986 
and October 1990 and has only 
now got on to the wrong side? 
Is it because he decided to leave 
a particular coalition in the midst 
of the last general elections and 
join another coalition that he is 
now being hauled over the coals? 

Is this what we call 'selective 
justice'? Is the moral of the story, 
be as corrupt as you like but make 
sure that you are on the right 
side? 

12 January 1991 
Gan Kong Hwee 

Exco Member 

[ HA.PUSKAN RASUAH :/ 

c: 
~ 

:.! 
:I 

en 
ai 
E 
";;j 

~ 

~------~--------~------~--------~~--------~i 
36 



SUBSCRIBE 
An appeal to our readers 

Aa you mitht -11 know our writers and members of our editorial board Mrve on a voluntary balis and 
r-ive no payment whatsoever. 

The costs involwd in the produc;tion of the A/iran Monthly are ...,..tially a r•ult of type-setting, filming 
and plate·meking, printing, ~• and transport charg•. When the commiaion to our distributors is addeet 
to th .. costs, (36...., for -v copy sold) , we h•dly make a sen from our strMt sal•. It is only through 
subacriptions that some ' profit' is derived whidl in turn is used for other Aliran Ktivitiea. 

H-ver. with the rising costs of produc;tion, even this small amount of profit is thr•taned. Onaway 
to r.olva our predicament is to raise the cost of tile AI iran Monthly whidl, incidentally has stood at $1 per 
copy or $10 for a y•r's sublcription since 1981 . But wa ara raluc;tant to do this. Thus this appeal : 

• BECOME A SUBSCRIBER. 

• GET YOUR FRIENDS TO SUBSCRIBE. 

• GIVE YOUR FRIENDS A NEW YEAR GIFT. GET THEM A SUBSCRIPTION. 

W. nope that this campaitn to incrww our subacriptions will be suce..tul and that - will not naed 
to raisa our pricse for some time. Thank you. 

NAME: .... . ............. .. ..•. .. ... ADDRESS: •.........••....•.....••• 
(Please print MR/MRS/ MISS/ MS) 

......................••....•.••. .PROFESSION: •...................... 

0 I year's subscription ($ 10.50)* 0 2 year's subscription ($20.50)* beginning Vo l ................•.. No ...............•...•. 

*Includes S0.50 for outstation cheques. 

I enclose money order/ postal order/cheque No ....••.•..••....... dated •••.. ..•........ .for the sum of $ ....•...•••..•........•.•..•.•.. 

Send this order and payment to 

ALIRAN 
DISTRIBUTION BUREAU 

PO BOX 1049 
10830 PENANG, MALAYSIA 
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"All things are Interconnected ... Whatever 
befalls the earth befalls the people of earth. 
Man did not weave the web of life; he Is 
merely a strand In it. Whatever he does to 
the web, he does to himself'. 

CHIEF SEATTlE 
• • 

Aspiring to make every 
Malaysian an in1onned, thinldng. effective strand 

e REFLECTIONS ON THE MALAYSIAN 
CONSTITUTION - $12.20 0 

- A compilation of pepen presented at • Conference on 
"Reflectiona on the Malaysian Constitution: 30 Y .. rs After 
Merdeke." The topic:~ eddr~ include the Historicel 
Beckground, the Role of the Monarchy, the Role of the 
Judiciary, the Role of the Parliament, the Role of the 
Executive, State end Federal Relations, the Rule of lew, 
Fundementel liberties, the Ethnic Dimenaion end Islam in 
the Corwtitution. 

• DIALOGUE ON DEMOCRACY - $3.20 0 
Collection of speeches made by leeders of various politicel 
parties end public interl5t societies in connection with the 
Third Diel09ue of Concern on Parliamentary Dernocrecy. 

• CORRUPTION - $4.20 0 
An -ily reedeble, informative end enelyticel collection of 
papers on verioua espects of this social scourge presented 
by Aliren officials end gueat speakers at en Aliren semin., 
on Corruption. 

• NATION 0111 TRIAL- $12.00 0 
Th- lut five yeers have been tumultoua ones for Malaysia 
in many IWpects . In many spheres of netionel life, the 
country eppeers to be slipping. This is manifested in the 
-kening of democratic founcletions end the rise of 
authoritarianism in government, corruption end finenciel 
~e~~ndels, leek of accountability end en ebeenc:e of integrity 
among people at the helm of the m~tion's affairs, violation 
of human rights, • declining economy end incr-ing 
unemployment. In the midst of ell this, Aliran continu. to 
demand • saner politicel and economic system. 
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e LIMA PERSOALAN -$3.70 0 
Apakeh Asia Tenggere Selemat7 Mengepe Terdepat 
Kemiskinan O.lem Muyereket Kita7 Apekeh Dia Kebucle
yaen Nuional7 Mengepa Aclenye Kekurengan Rumah? 
Mengepe Wujudnya Poleri~a~i Keum7 Depatken jewepennye 
clelem buku ini . 

e I.S.A. DAN KESELAMATAN NEGARA- $5.20 0 
Buku ini mambic:eraken uncleng-uncleng ISA. Ia memapar· 
ken tentang ketidakedilennye, tentang keulimannye. Ia 
cuba memberi gamberen tenteng epa aebenernya yang 
berleku pede bulan Oktober 1987 bile lebih 100 orang 
ditangkap d i beweh I SA. 

e CABARAN.CABARAN SEMASA - $7.20 0 
Suatu kejien yang menclelem tentang cabaran-4:11baren yang 
kite hedapi clelem bicleng demokr11i, ekonomi, kemuyera
ketan, pendidikan, kemanuaiaan , hak -i manuaie dan 
hal.te-1 antarebengsa. 

lndicete number ot'dered in box next to title. 

Name: Mr/ Mrs/Ma ..................................................... . 

Address: .................................................................. .. 

I enclose money ot'der/poctel order/cheque no ........ . 

........................ .dated .......................... for the sum of 

• Pie- include 50 sen for bank commi•ion for 
outstation cheques. 

• For local ot'ders, prices quoted ere inclusive of 
poctege. 

• For ov- orders, prices quoted in US$. Add 
20% of total ot'der fot' surface mail and,'OO" of 
total order for airmail. 
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from striking. Given our 
seeming wealth of local talents 
Honourables and Dishonour~ 
ables alike, making and show
ing such stimulating videos 
should not be too much of a 
problem. It won't be too 
presumptuous on our part to 
state that our local talents will 
rise to the needs of the Nation. 

US military exercise on someone 
else's soil! 

B 
ush and his western 
allies are all set to 'save' 
Democracy in West 

Asia, i.e. to pounce on Iraq 
come January 1 S. Americans in 
particular have come out in full 
war gear, anned with incur
able bellicosity and, like the 
good ole Vietnam days, ever 
ready to experiment with their 
new war weapons and drugs -
on someone else's soil. This 
'concern' for Democracy and 
Justice however sounds rather 
hollow when the inhuman 
treatment of the Palestinian 
people in the Occupied Terri
tories by the equally belli-

gerent Israeli regime receives 
scant attention from the so· 
called world's defnder of these 
treasured ideals and values. 
Given this context, it would be 
understandable for the Pales
tinians and other concerned 
Arabs to feel that they are the 
ones who are being bullied -
for years - and ambushed by 
the might of a superpower. 
Such a selective concern can 
easily smear the political 
standing of an oil-hungry 
America. 

Ershad faces poetic justice. 

I 
t is almost a normal practice 
that the skeletons in the 
ruler's cupboard can only 

be found after he/she is de
posed or is made to retire. For 
instance, former Bangladesh 
President lfussain Ershad, who 
is already charged with corrup
tion and abuse of power, is 
now alleged to have plagiarised 
poems during his presidency in 
his attempt to project himself 
as a poet. If found guilty, 
it is only proper that he be 
made to face the music. For 
isn't this what they meant b; 
poetic justice? 
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No 
Change 

After )0 many poems 
protest marches 

m so rnany places 
no thmg changes 

the bitter wind hisses 
the rain spits 

but the cara'<an of horrors 
rumbles on . . . 

PoUticians still lie : 
preaching peace & pro)perity 
while fact ones gnnd out 
armaments and poverty. 

The media ar.aesthctises : 
blood & beggmg·bowl eyes 
come m the same package 
as Beaujolats & Cardin hes. 

And our children still die 
in desolate burnt·out places 
mown down by bullets 
hunger and ravaging diseases. 

After so many poems 
protests marches 

m so many places 
nothing changes 

t~ bitter wind h1sses 
the rain spits 

but the caravan of horrors 
rumbles on ... 

CECIL RAJENDRA 



Thinking 
Allowed 

T he year 1990, i.e. the 
Visit Malaysia Year, has 
left us with certain 

memories worth rekindling. 
For, this was the year that saw 
politicjaps in the government 
and certain Malaysians
seemingly desperate to do 
something that could he con
strued as an attempt to catch 
the attention and interest of 
the assumed free-spending and 
curious foreign t.ourists. 

This was the year, to be 
~e, when Malaysians were 
toJIJ that the government had' 
sucldel'lly built a 'snow house' 
that is not only meant to 
discoutage locals from going 
abroad to enjoy the natural 
winter and snow there and thus 
saving foreign ~change, but 
also to help local scientists to 
do research on plants, etc that 
are found in ·- no, not in the 
Equatorial region - the cold 
eliinate. Perbaps this is one 
way to whip up the curiosity 
of the foreigners and tourists 
so that they would be spurred 
to ask why on earth are we so 
eager to help the developed 
world whose level and amount 
of research in most fields 
are certainly far ahead of those 
of many Third World coun· 
tries. 

VISIT-MALAYSIA· YEAR 
WE lCOME• C.tdl the frees pending 
tourists if you t:an! 

Tourists would also be at
tracted by the antics and 
creativity of certain local poli
ticians. For example, the Agri
culture Minister seems quite 
popular with his not-so 
common ideas, particularly 
with regards to promoting 
certain local drinks. His latest 
~>bsession is cocoa drinking. 
Perhaps Malaysians should do 
their bit in popularizing their 
country to the outside world. 
ln other words, Malaysians 
may want to ape him by 'going 
cocoa'! 

And as if not to be outdone 
by fellow Malaysians, the Ho
nourable Minister has recendy 
announced that - in the midst 
of ilie high tension between 
the Barisan Nasional-led Fede
ral government and both the 
Pas-dominated government of 
Kelantan state and PBS.Ied 
government of Sabah state -
all padi fertilisers subsidized by 
the Federal government (i.e. 
from the people's money)will. 
from last year, have the dacing 
(scale) brand printed on their 
sacks. The fact that the dacing, 
which would be in blue with a 
white background, and thus 
looks like a Barisan Nasional 
symbol, is, the Honourable 
Minister assured us, pure co~ 
cidence. Tourists may be in
clined to believe that the 
Honoutable Minister has even
tually attained a high point in 
his scale of creativity. 

And perbaps there is some
thing we could Jearn from a 
Sao Paulo experience in our 
teal to make ourselves attrac
tive to tourists as well as to 
foreign investors. In this Latin 
American town, a mining com
pany management has found a 
new approach to hinder 
strikes: employees are shown 
erotic fdms. According to 
union leaders, company offi
cials had been playing erotic 
films to discourage workers 

continued on page 39 




