


THE NEP AND UNilY 
A Call For H~nesty And Sincerity 

T he Maj lis Perundingan 
Ekonomi Negara 

(MPEN) is reviewing the New 
Economic Policy (NEP). It wiJJ 
examine not only successes 
and failures in the implemen
tation of the policy but also the 
strengths and we!l!cnesses of its 
underlying plliLosophy. The 
MPEN - depending upon the 
review - may even propose a 
completely new policy with 
new objectives and new 
strategies. 

A LIRA N hopes that the 
MPEN will be honest and 
truthful in its review of . the 
NEP. It must be sincere about 
the shortcomings ot the policy. 
It must have the courage to 
admit the need for change. 

The MPEN, in its evaluation, 
must ask that one crucial ques
tion: what is the overriding 
goal of the NEP? The NEP was 
launched in 1970 with the ex
plicit objective of uniting the 
people. Has the NEP suc
ceeded in bringing about 
uriity? Is it even helping us to 
move towards unity, given th~t 
unity will take a long while lo 
achieve? 

Over the last 18 years certain 
professions have become more 
multi-ethnic as a result of the 
entry of more Malays into 
fields such as law, medicine, 
engineering, accountancy and 
architecture. At certain levels 
of commerce and industry too, 
Lhe same son of change has 
taken place. There is now at 
least some superficial interac
Lion among the communities 
within specific spheres of the 
economy. 
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However, thjs has not 
brought about any unity 
within our multi- ethnic 
society - a point that we will 
return to later. For the time 
being, let us find out if the 
NEP has created unity within 
the Burniputra community · it
self. 

Taking the Malays - the 
majority group within the 
Burniputra community - as an 
instance, it is obvious that the 
NEP has split the Malays. It 
has split the Malays in two 
ways. The NEP has increased 

The drive to create a Malay 
entrepreneurial class • 

which is in fact lhe reaJ 
goal of the NEP - has given 
rise to an unhealthy obses

sion \\ith luxury and af
Ouence. 

the weiltb and mcome gap 
within the Malay group. This 
bas resulted in a sort of class 
poJari~ation where relatively 
small numbers of Malays with 
wealth, power and status are 
separated from the majority of 
deprived and disadvantaged 
Malays in both the rural and 
urban areas. It is this widen
ing gap between rich and poor 

It is through politics, 
through the power of the 

State, that a lot of Malays 
hope to establish their roles 
in commerce, industry and 
the professions. This ex· 

plains why political competi
tion has become so int'ense. 

Malays that is partly respon
sible for the growth of protest 
politics within a . segment of 
the Malay community. 

Because the NEP has given 
much more emphasis to the 
middle and upper echelonl> 
rather than the lower levels of 
the Malay community, it has 
contributed indirectly to the 
proliferation of cliques and 
factions within the Malay Es
tablishment. For the drive to 
create a Malay entreprenuerial 
class - which is in fact the 
real goal of the NEP - has 
given· rise to an unhealthy ob
session with luxury and af
fluence. There is, consequent
ly, an almost insane scramble 
to attain riches through the ac
quisition of political power. It 
is through politics, through the 
power of the State, that a lot 
of Malays hope to establish 
their roles in commerce, in
dustry and the professions. 
This e>rplains why polilical 
competition has become so in
tense. It has led to friction and 
conflict of a type hitherto un
known to Malay politics. The 
schisms and divisions within 
the Malay Establishment, in 
particular the struggle between 
UJV1NO Baru and Semangat 46, 
cannot be un<Jcrstood without 
taking into account the orien
tation and direction of the 
NEP. In a sense, the NEP and 
wbar it bas come to mean to 
Malays in Lhe middle and 
upper echelons of sociely, is a 
factor in Lhe present turmoil 
within Malay politics. Is fur
ther proof needed to show that 
the NEP has divided and dis-



united the Malays? . 

It has also divided Malays 
from other Bumiputras. Since 
the NEP is closely linked to the 
aspirations of middle and 
upper class Malays, other 
Bumiputras such as the 
K adazans, Muruts, lbans, 
Bidayuhs etc feei that the 
policy does not cater to their 
interests. There is therefore a 
certain degree of resent~ent 
against- what is perceived as 
the "Malayness" of the NEP. 
This is especially true of 
K adazans, lbans and other 
non- Muslim Bumiputras in 
business, the professions and 
the public services. They feel 
they are not getting their 
rightful share of the 
Bumiputra cake. Given. their 
social and psychological im
pact over their respective 
Bumiputra communities, this 

feeling of being left out has 
now become quite pervasive. 
It keeps the other Bumiputras 
and the Malays apart. 

It is unfortunate that there is 
a regional dimension to this 
estrangement of the non-Mus
lim Bumiputra hom his 
Malay- Muslim counterpart. 
Since non-Muslim Bumiputras 
are numerically signifie<mt in 
both Sabah and Sarawak, their 
elites have begun to link the 
Malay orientation of the . NEP 
to the alleged Malay-Muslim 
political dominance of the two 
States. Malay-Muslim political 
dominance which is less true 
of present-day Sabah than of 
Sarawak has always been a big 
issue in East Malaysia. It has 
served to fuel regional senti
ments which have, from time 
to time, led to angry demands 
for secession from the Federa-

Muruts ln trodltlonal attire: a feeling of resentmef'lt agalnat the 
"Malayneaa" of the NEP 
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tion. The alleged Malay bias in 
the implementation of the 
NEP has, in that sense, 
alienated Sabah and Sarawak 
from the Centre. 

The NEP, needless to say, has 
also alienated the non
Bumiputras from the 
Bumiputras as a whole. For 
many years now, significant 
sections of the Chinese, Indian 
and other non- Bumiputra 
commumues have been un
happy with the NEP because, 
in their view, it discriminates 
against them in such crucial 
areas as places in local univer
sities and colleges, recruitment 
into the public sector, promo
tions in the civil service, land 
alienation, allocation of busi
ness licences, investment op
portunities etc. 

Not all non- Bumiputra 
grievances are justified. Nor is 
it true to say that non
Bumipu tras have not 
benefitted in any way from the 
NEP:. Some non- Bumiputra 
groups in trade and industry 
have prospered; non
Bumiputra professionals in 
joint ventures with Bumiputra 
partners have also gained from 
the NEP. Likewise there are 
non- Bumiputra contractors 
involved in NEP construction 
schemes who have made a lot 
of money. 

But these individuals and 
groups represent only a small 
por tion of th,e non-
Bumiputras. The vast majority 
of non-Bumiputras have not 
benefitted from the NEP. In
deed, there is some basis to a 
lot of their unhappiness over 
the policy. What is ironical is 
that most of the Bumiputras, 
as we have shown elsewhere, 
have also gained very little 
from 18 years of NEP. 

Many non- Bumiputras 
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however are not aware of this. 
They ,..think that every 
Bumiputra in the land has 
received some form of assis
tance or other from a Malay 
majority government com
mitted to imple~enting the 
NEP at all costs. This miscon
ception has increased non
Bumiputra resentment against 
both the NEP and the govern
ment. 

Erroneous perceptions and 
just grievances alike have 
driven non- Bumiputras fur
ther away from the 
Bumiputras. The NEP is cer
tainly one of the major causes 
of the increasing ethnic 
polarisation of the seventies 
and eighties. The policy has 
become a formidable barrier 
preventing non- Bumiputras 
from reaching out to 
Bumiputras and forging har
monious links with them in the 
larger interest of the nation. 

Malaysians should ask: 
should our government con
tinue with such a policy into 
the nineties and beyond? 
Should we continue with a 
policy which has caused 
serious polarisation within the 
Bumiputra community and 
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between Bumiputras and non
Bumiputras? U we decided to 
discontinue the NEP will the 
vast majority of Bumiputras 
suffer? Will ethnic imbalances 
increase? 

The vast m aj ori ty of 
Burniputras will not suffer if 
we replaced the NEP with a 
policy which does justice to 
the interests of the poor, the 
disadvantaged and those who 
have been denied access to 
certain sectors of the economy. 
Such a policy would in fact be 

The vast majority of 
Bumiputras will not suffer i£ 
we replaced the NEP with a 
policy which does justice to 
the disadvantaged and those 
who have been denied ac
cess to certain sectors of 

the economy 

biased towards Bumiputras 
who really deserve assistance 
and opportunity. It is these 
Bumiputras who have been 
sidelined by the NEP with its 
middle-and-upper class orien
tation. It is because of this 
orientation that a student from 
a rich Malay family - accord
ing to a well-known study 
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has 21 chances of getting a 
government scholarship com
pared to just one chance for a 
student from a poor Malay 
family! 

By the same token, it can be 
-argued quite convincingly that 

there is no danger of ethnic 
imbalances increasing if the 
NEP is replaced by a non-eth
nic policy rooted in justice for 
the poor and powerless. In
deed, an analyst has pointed 
out that the NEP lays "much 
emphasis on inter-ethnic in
come inequality when in fact 
this accounted for only 10% 
of the overall inequality. Some 
90% of the inequality has been 
due to large variations in in
come within each ethnic 
group." Intra- ethnic income 
disparities apart, there are also 
significant inequalities within 
sectors and between sectors of 
the economy. A non-ethnic 
economic policy which focuses 
upon these inequalities within 
communities and sectors and 
between sectors will undoub
tedly reduce ethnic imbalances 
which are often symptoms of 
these other inequalities. 

More important, a non-eth
nic policy which is strongly 
oriented towards towards jus
tice will lead to unity. For jus
tice which is free of any eth
nic obsession is the path 
towards integration and har
mony. An economic policy 
which is dominated by com
munal fears and hopes can 
never create the conditions 
conducive for unity in a 
multi-ethnic society. 

Let the MPEN reflect on 
this. Should we have more of 
the same - after all that has 
happened to the NEP's quest 
for unity? Or should we build 
unity on the basis of genuine 
non-communal justice? e 
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FREEDOM 

HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE LAND OF 
PEOPLE POWER 

The Asian Human 
Rights Commission 

study to the Philippines 
in January 1988 found 
disturbing evidence of 

human rights violations, 
among which was the 

killing and terrorisation 
of thousands of villagers 
by the military backed 
vigilantes. In a report 
submitted to President 

Corazon Aquino the 
commission concludes 

that ................ . 

'During our 12 days in the 
Philippines we met with senior 
officials from your govern
ment, the military, judiciary 
and Commission on Human 
Rights as well as non-
governmental human rights 
and church orga~ations and 
victims of human rights 
abuses. We have also spent 
time in Cotabato, Davao City, 
Cebu, lloilo, Mindoro and 
Bicol observing at first band 
the consequences for the 
Filipino people of the 
government's policy of 'total 
war' and its endorsement of at 
least some of the vigilantes. 

The members of the Mission 
are deeply disturbed by your 
recent statement branding al
legations of human rights 
violations as 'total lies' We find 
this untenable given the 
serious and unjustifiable 
violations of human rights 
which we observed. These in
clude denial of the right: 

• to life, liberty and security 
of person and property; 

• to freedom from arbitrary 
search and arrest; 

• to live in the place of a 
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Aquino with armed forces chief Ramos: an Impression of total 
militarisation of the country 

person's choice; 

• to tr ~vel freely; 

• to form unions and associa
tions for lawful purposes; 

• to freely hold political 
beliefs and aspirations; 

• to freedom from intimida
tion, maltreatment and tor
ture while under investiga
tions or detention; 

• to bail which is not exces
sive; 

• to due process of law; 

• to habeas corpus; 

• to s~y resolution of legal 
proceedirigs; 

• to free speech and a free 
press; 

• to strengt,hening and P.rotec-
tion of the fainily unit; 

• to education; 

• to religious worship; 

• to health. 
We are conscious of the 

need for caution by Missions 
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such as these given the com
plexity of the situation. 

Nevertheless, from what we 
have seen and heard we must 
convey our overwhelming 
concern that the Filipino 
people are being denied the 
right to lead a normal life and 
enjoy peace of mind. They are 
being forced to choose . be
tween supporting vigilante 
groups, carrying arms . ~d . ~
timidating and VIctmusang 
their own people, or bearing 
the consequences of being 
branded "communist sym
pathisers". These consequences 
are manifested in killings, 
bombing of villages, forced 
evacuation, burning of houses 
and · property, torture and 
maltreatment, unlawful search 
and arrest by civilians and 
military, intimidation and 
harassment. The victim of 
these abuses fmd no redress 
through the military or legal 
processes, and receive no 
proctection through the unen
forceable guidelines intended 
to control the vigilantes. In the 
past this void has been filled 
by fearless human rights or-
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ganisations who have acted as 
the protectors and advocators 
of the people when the 
govenunent has abandoned 
that duty. Now, the,r. too are 
branded as communist 
fronts". 

Our impression is of a total 
militarisation of the country, 
turning the whole of the 
Philippines into a battlefield 
and pitting civilian in a war 
which should be fought be
tween two armies. The 
description of this process as 
"low intensity conflict" is mis
leading. It is "low intensity 
welfare" and "high intensity 
warfare". The result is division 
and fear'. 

Commision's Findings 

The present government 
came to power on a wave of 
high expectation and promises 
for change. The country 
adopted a progressive Con
stitution which guarantees the 
right ' to social justice and 
human rights for the Filipino 
people. It has held elections at 
Presidential, Congresssional 
and local government levels. It 
bas restored the country to a 
system of democratically 
elected government. 

But in the substantive sense 
the Filipino people appear to 
be little, if any, closer to 
securing participatory 
democracy or social j~stice 
than they were under the 
Marcos regime. Government is 
still the domain of the wealthy 
and powerful elite with vested 
interest to protect. Promised 
radical land and economic 
reforms have not yet 
materialised. Even weak com
promise packages are finding 
difficulty in passing through 
Congress. Renewal of the 
Uruted States bases by Con
gress looks likely given the 
economic blackmail to which 
the Philippines is being sub
jected. Major decisions on 
senior appoinlment and the 
direction of military policy arc 
being made without reference 
to Congress. 

The situation which now 
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faces the country is a complex 
one with threats to a duly 
elected government from the 
military, as seen in numerous 
actual and rumoured coup at
tempts, and from an armed in
surgency. The Philippine 
government's response to this 
crisis causes us to hold very 
grave fears for the future of 
democracy and the well being 
of the Filipino people. 

The military treat is a 
twoedged sword. It contributes 
to the continuing instability 
and vulnerability of the 
elected government At the 
same time it entrenches the 
President's dependence on 
"loyalists" within the military. 
That loyalty comes at a price 
- the continued dominance by 
the military over the civilian 
government. It is clear that the 
three branches of govern
ment- Congress, local govern
ment and judiciary - are not 
functioning together to protect 
democratic rights. The 
military is not just the fourth 
branch of government. It is 
steering the ship. 

Recent moves to increase 
the powers of the military at 
the expense of human rights 
are already bearing fruit. 
Civilian officials are providing 
non-military rationalisations 
for identification cards, and 
the right of civilian to carry 
firearms has already been an
nounced by one senior official 
The possible reimposition of a 
state of emergency has repor
tedly been discussed at 
Cabinet level. We view this 
subservience to the military as 
a dereliction of constitutional 
duty on the part of the civilian 
government. 

We urge the President to 
reassert her authority as the 
protector of the Philippines 
Constitution to reverse this 
trend and in particular to resist 
any attempts to return her 
country to the regime of mar
tial law. 

The Insurgency 

Both the government and 
the Armed Forces have con-

6 

ceded there cannot be a 
military solution to the 
problem of insurgency. We 
were consistently told by offi
cials that the only effective 
response is to strike at the root 
causes of insurgency at three 
levels- economic reform, 
political democratisation and 
military containment. It was in 
the context of this strategy that 
they used the term "total war". 

It became clear very quick
ly that this three pronged 
strategy of reform is little 
more than rhetoric. Any 
pretense of attacking the root 
causes of insurgency, espea
cially effective economic 
restructuring, has been aban
doned. In its place is a strategy 
whose priority is achieving 
short term military supremacy 
over the NP A, and which 
relegates economic reforms to 
the longer term. If, as the 
government and the military 
admit, there cannot be a 
military solution to the insur
gency, the prospect for the 
country look dismal. It appears 
it will be thrust into a 
prolonged state of civil war, 
destroying its fledging 
democratic structure and 
plunging the country into 
more desparate poverty, 
human misery and terror. At 
the end, even if military 
supremacy over the NP A is 
achieved, the people still have 
no guarantee that the promised 
longer term economic reforms 
will be delivered. 

It is true, however, that the 
total war against the insurgen
cy itself is being fought at 
those three levels- economic, 
political and military. This war 
is conducted not just against 
the NP A itself, but may 
embroil any person or or
ganisation who is not con
sidered actively promilitary. 

On the economic leve~ 
forced evacuation, foods 
blockades, seiZUTe and 
destruction of crops are used 
to deprive the NP A sources of 
food and income in major 
operational areas. NP A income 
from involuntary and volun
tary "taxes" collected from 
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corporations, businessmen and 
households is being displaced 
by larger scale vigilante extor
tion. Economic sanctions such 
as dislocation from income and 
employment, theft. extortion, 
destruction of property and 
relocation costs have also been 
used as punishments and 
deterrents against households 
or communities who the 
miGtary or vigilantes view as 
actual or potential NP A sup
porters. International funding 
for cause oriented and human 
rights groups is being public
ly condemned. 

Politically, the discrediting 
and targetting of the 11legal 
left" seeks to undermine their 
effective participation in 
legitimate political activities 
and topical debates, and to 
strengthen the dominance of 
the right. Public speeches by 
leading pro-government 
figures and the military which 
attack cause oriented groups 
and popular leaders are ~ven 
wide media coverage. Critical 
intellectuals holding 
nationalist or left-wing prin
ciples are publicly identified, 
defamed, harassed and some
times killed. 

The credibility of 
mainstream political parties 
seen as nationalist or left of 
centre is publicly undermined. 
At both Congressional and 
local levels, actual candidates 
have been threatened and 
potential candidates deterred 
from standing. Campaigns are 
kept short for fear of reprisals. 
Funding is more difficult to 
obtain. Supporters are in
timidated and attacked, 
making people relucant to at
tend rallies and express their 
views. People fear that votes 
in favour of targetted parties 
or candidates will lead to 
reprisals against individuals or 
whole communities, so they 
boycott or vote for right-wing 
candidates. The polling 
process is manipulated to ex
clude undesired parties or in
dividuals. In return for their 
election, pro-military and 
pro-vigilante officials will 
support and enforce the "total 
war" policy. 
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Direct interference with the 
political process IS coupled 
with psychological and 
ideological warfare. In part 
this is waged through 
propaganda aimed at foment
ing anti-communist hysteria, 
and through disinformation 
aimed at discrediting the NP A, 
cause oriented groups and the 
legal left. The intended effect 
is a pervasive fear of holding 
and expressing views other 
than those which are vehe
mently anti-communist. 
Secrecy, self-cencorship and 
mistrust thrive. A state of 
ideological seige is developing 
at all levels, from national 
politics, through cause 
oriented and human rights 
workers to farmers, labourers 
·and their families in towns or 
remote barrios. This is supple
mented by disinformation and 
propaganda directed at the 
United States' population to 
validate the activities of the 
government and its allies. 

In addition to these 
econom1c and political 
strategies comes the new tac
tics of the military. Its essen
tial component is the 
militarisation of the civilian 
population through the 
Civilian Volunteer Self 
Defence Organizations, or the 
vigilante groups. The massive 
expansion of armed right
wing vigilante groups 
throughout the Philippines is 
the result. Their operation and 
their lack of accountability 
make gross and frequent 
human rights abuses in-
evitable. This is not an un
foreseen consequences of the 
policy. It is a calculated cost 
which the Armed Forces 
believe is outweighed by the 
possibility of a military vic
tory over the NP A. The 
vigilantes are to fight a proxy 
war for the military, who have 
sought to divest themselves of 
any responsibility for their 
abuses whilst benefitting from 
and directing their operations. 
They have deliberately created 
a monster which they are 
prepared to let rampage out of 
control untiJ the insurgency is 
defeated. Then, the military 
believes, it can pick off these 
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groups individually and re
store peace and order. 

This policy is a produ,ct of 
the military, drawn directly 
out of the United States' Low 
Intensity Conflict manual. 
Progressively it has been en
dorsed and legitimised by the 
President, to tlie extent of 
publicly assuming respon
sibility for whatever acts may 
be commited in its path. There 
is no coherent position 
amongst different branches of 
government and between dif
ferent officials. Often they 
appear simply to implement 
the will of the military and 
validate their actions. Bodies 
such as the Justice Department 
and the Commission of Human 
Rights who should be assert
ing the preeminence of human 
rights and the rule of law have 
proved impotent unwillin~ to 
openly challenge the military 
and the President. Instead they 
have retrospectively cloaked 
the vigilantes with legitimacy 
and embarked on belated and 
ineffective exercises in 
damage control. Even the 
courts have failed to take the 
initiative and reassert their 
constitutional supremacy and 
the rule of law in the Phil
lipines. 

The next moves sought by 
the military- identification 
pass cards, reinstitution of the 
death penalty for rebellion, 
extended p<?Wers of detention 
without trial and search and 
arrest without warrant, and 
ultimately the reimpositio- of 
a state of emergency- will take 
the country back down the 
familiar road of repression, 
gross violations of human 
rights and co~tinuing denial of 
social justice. It is hoped that 
the President will stand 
resolute against these pres
sures. However, the track 
record does not look promis
ing. If these moves are sub
sequently endorsed by the 
President they will confirm 
the abandonment of 
democratic principles, The 
Constitution and the rut~ of 
law. 
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Activities of vigilantes 

In theory, Civilian Volun
teer SeH-defense Organization 
assist the military with intel
ligence information on 
strangers and rebels in their 
neighbourhoods for the· pur
pose of defending their com
munities agai4st the com
munists. In practice; the 
viligantes engage in spying, 
extortion, theft, murder and 
other violence, illegal arrest 
and search, harassment, in
timidation and offensive 
military operations. 

In Leyte, thousands of vil
lagers have been drjven out of 
their homes and their villages 
by terror, killings, torture, in-
timidation, illegal imprison-
ment, military operations, 
food blockades, bribery and 
extortion. Sometimes these are 
the actions of the vigilantes or 
military alone. Sometimes they 
work together. 

Twice Leyte refugees have 
been unlawfully arrested 
without warrant and detained 
by the military in Manila
they assume for "rebellion"· 
despite early admissions that 
there was no case against them. 
They have been seriously 
maltreated during interroga
tion. Their conditions of 
detention are deplorable and 
there is no indication of the 
likely date for hearing of the 
charges belatedly laid against 
them. 

Throught this period, the 
military have shown a total 
disregard for the law, by il
legal arrest without warrant, 
extended detention without 
charge, denial of lawyers 
during interrogation and 
maltreatment of arrestees. 
Complicity with the vigilantes 
has been blatant When the 
rights of the detainees were 
asserted through a habeas cor
pus application a pretence of 
laying charges were used to 
circumvent the writ. In an ul
timate display of contempt for 
the Supreme Court on two 
separate occasions the mil!tary 
kidnapped two evacuees from 
within the court's own 
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grounds. 

. First in Leyte and later in 
Manila the people sought 
redress and justice from the 
military, the courts, local 
government, . the Human 
Rights Cohunission and the 
President. They have received 
none. The lives of the Leyte 
evacuees- men, women and 
children- whether in detention 
or hiding, have been reduced 
to misery. 

In many other areas, similar 
human misery has I resulted 
from the combined 'activities 
of the military and the govern
ment -endorsed vigilante 
groups. Killing and behead
ings, forced evacuations, 
burning of houses, bombing of 
villa~es, deprivation of 
livelihood, intmtidation and 
harassment have created a 
climate of terror which reigns 
over the daily lives of the 
people. 

Effect of the Vigilantes 
on Filipino Life 

The lives of ordinary 
civilians are tom apart by 
vigilante operations on the in
dividual and mass level. They 
have no peace of mind. People 
are killed, maimed and suffer 
long-term physical and 
psychological harm. Their 
houses -are demolished, 
property stolen or destroyed, 
stock and crops left untended 
or seized. Families and even 
entire villages are displaced 
losing their incomes and 
livelihood and burdened with 
expenses of food and housing 
elsewhere. Children are 
traumatised, their develop-
ment stunted and their educa
tion disrupted, often per
manently. Normal family life 
is destroyed with members 
divided, detained, in hiding or 
killed. 

Schools are closed down. 
Community health an<;l 
women's support projects are 
termmated. Community 
development projects and 
money making co-operatives 
are dismantled. Community 
workers are targetted as "com-
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munist" and attacked or forced 
to flee. 

Candidates, organisers and 
supporters of legally registered 
political parties are attacked 
and harassed. At elections, 
vigilante forces are harnessed 
to defeat them. Priest, nuns 
and pastors working for social 
justice are harassed and 
publicly denounced as "com
munists". Convents are strafed 
and illegally searched. 
Lawyers are publicly and 
privately threatened, and fear 
being victimised for taking 
human rights cases. Investiga
tions by human rights or
ganisations are obstructed and 
their members threatened, at
tacked and killed. The media 
is used for disinformation, 
vigilante propaganda ·and issu
ing of threats. Publication 
have been pressured to self
censor, while critical jour
nalist have been censored and 
some media people have been 
killed. 

Human Rights 

The Aquino government 
asked for, and was given, time. 
Yet, those who suffered most 
under Marcos continue to suf
fer now; There is no apparent 
reduction in the level of 
human rights violations ex
perienced by the victims, only 
a change in their form and in 
their peqx:trators. Abuses of 
human rights remain brutal, 
frequent and ongoing. 

Democracy 

The facade of procedural 
democracy is brittle. The 

·dominance of the Armed For
ces and the President's recent 
attempts to circumvent Con
gressional vetting of the new 
military appoinments, indicate 
the serious underlying ten
sions. The claim to have com
pleted the democratisation 
process through the January 
local elections is misleading. 
The use of intimidation to 
return pro- military can
didates can only increase in 
future elections if the vigilan
tes are allowed to flourish. Of 
gravest concern, however, is 
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the persecution of legal politi
cal parties, candidates and 
supporters who are seeking to 
participate in the democratic 
process. These groups are on 
the military's own list of "com
munist fronts" They are 
publicly identified as the tar
gets of "total war". This con
stitutes a total denial of the 
principles of representative 
democracy. The President's 
endorsement of the military's 
strategy makes her a party to 
this fundamental violation of 
the Constitution she is sworn 
to uphold. 

Social Justice 

As a result of the "total war" 
policy the Philippines is now 
commited to a path which can 
only lead them further away 
from a truly democratic 
society based on social justice 
and the rule of law, and delay 
for many more years the far
reaching economic restructur
ing which everyone agrees is 
the only real remedy for the 
people's misery. By then the 
70% who now live below the 
poverty line may well have 
been joined by many more. 
The fundamental problem of 
poverty can only be exacer
bated by impact of "total war" 
in displacing thousands of 
people from their homes and 
livelihoods, and the diversion 
of political will and resources 
away from the real issues 
facing the people and the na
tion. 

The Rule of Law 

The Marcos years almost to
tally destroyed the integrity of 
the law and the judiciary in 
the Philippines. The 1986 
Constitution reinstated the 
rule of law as the fundamen
tal pillar of the Philippine 
democracy. Yet, throughout 
this study we have seen not 
just a total disregard, but an 
utter contempt for the rule of 
law by the military and, by as
sociation, the President her
self. 

The Philipine Government's 
policy and conduct of 'total 
war', and the activities of the 
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vigilantes as an integral com
ponentt of that policy, violates 
the spirit and letter of virtual
ly every basic principle and 
human rights protection 
guaranteed in the 1986 Philip
pine Constitution. In addition, 
It breaches most of the fun
damental provisions of the 
United Nations Declaration of 
Human Rights and the 
CoveJla.Dt on Civil ·and Politi
cal Rights and many of those 
in the Covenant on Economic 
Social and Cultural Rights. It 
violates the essential proctes
tions for civilians in armed 
conflict set down in Protocol 
II to the Geneva Convention. 
Finally, it falls seriously short 
of the standards laid down for 
Asian governments in the 
Declaration of the Basic 
Duuties of ASEAN Peoples 
and Governments issued by 
the Regional Council on 
Human Rights in Asia, of 
which Jose W. Diokno, the in
spiration of the human rights 
struggle in the Philippines for 
so many years, was a founding 
member. 

Regional Trends 

These developments in the 
Philippines have serious im
plications for the human rights 
of the people of Asia as a 
whole. They reinforce the 
trend- already apparent in Sin
gapore, "Malaysia and South 
Korea of invoking the term 
"communist" to justify the 
repression of any person or 
group working towards social 
justice, human rights or com
munity development. In par
ticular, this parallels the at
tempts to silence those Chris
tian churches and human 
rights organisation who are 
frequently the only guardians 
of the people within repressive 
regimes. 

The tenacious struggle of 
Philippine human rights advo
cates under Marcos inspired 
similar groups and individuals 
throughout Asia to risk their 
own Jives and liberty defend
ing their fellow citizens who 
fell victim to repressive 
regimes. In 1986 President 
Aquino stood out as a poten-

9 

tiaUy stalwart patron for the 
human rights struggle 
throughout the Asian region. 
Instead of a staunch ally, she 
has now strengthened the arm 
of those military dictatorships 
and authoritarian regimes. 
Moves within those countries, 
most recently Indonesia, Sin
gapore and Malaysia, to dis
credit human rights organisa
tions, to denounce their inter
national funding sources as 
"pro-communist", to under
mine their financial stability 
and even to imprison their 
members, have now been 
sanctioned and given even 
greater impetus by President 
Aquino. This is an absolute 
tragegy for the people of Asia. 

Also of concern is the pres
sure being exerted by mem
bers of the ASEAN block in 
the debate on renewal of the 
US bases agreement in 1991. 
The renewal of this agreement 
must be left to the Filipino 
people to decide. Under the 
current circumstances it will 
be difficult enough for op
ponents of the agreement to be 
beard,as it is clear that anyone 
who opposes the renewal will 
be designated a "communist" 
and suffer accordingly. We 
consider it is an improper in
terference with the nght to 
self determination for other 
ASEAN governments to use 
their influence in attempting 
to secure an outcome 
favourable to their own 
strategic interests. 

'' It is a useless life that is 
not consecrated to a great 

ideal. It is like a sfone 
~asted on the fteld without 

becoming ~_ part of any 
eiliffce. 

'' JOSE RIZAL 
Filipino patriot 

and social reformer 
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HUMAN RIGHTS 

MA G HUMAN RIGHT& SOCIAL 

A sian countries are living 
in a troubled world with 

many threats · to the security 
and well-being of our society 
- threats, external as well as 
internal. We find that conflicts 
between different ideologies 
within a country are seeking 
to tear apart the politi- cal 
forces of the country and there 
are also sometimes destabili
sing forces working within the 
country. In such an atmos
phere, there is often a tenden
cy to advocate draconian 
measures to protect the society 
against real and imaginary ills. 

The necessity of such 
measures can frequently ap- · 
pear plausible, even to 
well-intentioned citizens, and 
actuated by high negative 
emotions, uncertainty, feat 
and anger, they may be 
tempted to advocate the prin
ciple that "the end justifies the 
means". It is sufficient to point 
out that history is replete with 
the disas- trous consequences 
of the smothering and sup
pression of human rights by 
the dictates of expediency. 

We must therefore take care 
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REALI Y 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights saw 
light of day exactly 40 years ago last December 10. In a 
keynote address at a Bar Council Seminar commemorating 
the occasion, well-known Indian Chief Justice P N BHAG
WATI spoke on the role or ji,Jdges, lawyers and the press in 
making human rights a social reali~ He also stressed the 
need to ratify two International Covenants which came into 
force in 1976 to make the Declaration more specific and 
precise - the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights and the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Below 
is an excerpt of his address. 

to ensure that, in no situation, 
however grave, should we 
allow basic human rights to be 
derogated because once there 
is derogation for an apparent
ly justifiable cause, there is 
always a tendency in the 
wielders of power to continue 
derogation of human rights in 
the name of security of State 
in order to perpetuate their 
power. 

But. now can we ensure im
plementation of human rights? 
There are two principal in
stitutions in a democracy 
governed by the rule of law 
which are vital and which con
stitute the pillars on which the 
edifice of the democratic party 
rests. They are the judiciary and 
the press. 

Let me first deal with the 
role of the judiciary. Now, the 
language of human rights car
ries great rhetorical force and 
at the level of rhetoric, human 
rights have an image which is 
both morally compelling and 
uncompromising. But human 
rights set out in the two 
Covenants have to be trans
formed into more particular 
formulations, if the rhetoric of 
human rights is to resolve 
problems confronting the 

10 

society. 

The meaning and scope of 
each right has~ to be clarified, 
the content and location of any 
correlative duties to which it 
gives rise has to be spelt out 
and the permissible range of 
exceptions and limitations has 
to be specified. This 
positivization of human rights 
can best be done through the 
courts, since the type of 
decision to be made in apply
ing highly general statements 
of rights to specific cir
cumstances results in creating 
detailed formulations ap-
plicable in the particular 
circumstances of each case and 
in evolving component rights. 
It is essential to evolve a cer
tain degree of positivization if 
specific human rights are 
going to have practical force; 
only then can they become a 
basis for challenge to legisla
tive or executive action which 
is violative of them as also for 
generating effective executive 
action. 

There are certain human 
rights which . operate as a 
restr;Unt on the power of the 
State and such restraint is 
necessary because of the pos
sibility of abuse and misuse of 
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sibility of abuse and misuse of 
power by the State which is in
herent in the legitimate 
possession of the monopoly of 
force within a society. There 
also arc certain other human 
rights which require affirm
ative action to be taken by the 
State, particularly in cases 
where the realisation of a 
given human right needs to be 
facilitated by State action. The 
State is therefore the necessary 
friend as well as the recurrent 
enemy of human rights. 

Translating Human 
Rights , 

But the process of translating 
broad idealized objectives or 
statements of human rights 
into specific rules requires 
clarity in formulation. And 
this can best be done through 
a strong and independent 
judiciary which is in tune with 
the idealogy of human rights. 
The Bill of Rights can at best 
only enunciate broad and 
general statements of human 
rights - but to positivize them, 
to spell out their contours and 
parameters, to narrow down 
their limitations and excep
tions and to expand their reach 
and signifi- cance by evolving 
component rights out of them 
while deciding particular cases 
- is a task which the judicial 
mechanism is best suited to 
perform, provided of course 
the judges are fiercely inde
pendent and have the right 
attitudes. 

The judges have to be care
ful while positivising human 
rights and giving them mean
ing and content, to ensure that 
they do not in the process, out 
of ambition or weakness or ex
cessive zeal for protecting 
State interest, dilute human 
rights but enlarge their ambit 
and advance the purposes for 
which they are enacted as part 
of the fundamental law of the 
country. It would be no exag
geration to state that human 
rights would remain safe in a 
society governed by a written 
Constitution so long as its 
judges are strong and inde
pendent, do not cave in to 
pressures or influences of 
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centres of power and are com
mitted to the cause of human 
rights. 

The lawyers and the 
judiciary have to be ever alert 
to repel all attacks, gross or 
subtle, against human rights 
and they have to guard against 
the danger of attenuating or 
constructing human rights out 
of misconceived concern of 
State interest or concealed 
political preferences or some
times ambition or weakness or 
fear of executive retaliation. 
Judicial indifference or 
timidity can be a much gre~ter 
source of threat to human 
rights enforcement than the 
aggression of the violators, for 
the greatest bulwark against 
State authoritarianism or ar
bitrariness would then be 
gone. 

The judges must boldly in
terpret the charter of human 
rights enshrined in the Con
stitution and take into account 
international human rights 
norms embodied in the two 
Covenants for expanding the 
reach and ambit of the human 
rights. There is considerable 
scope for creativity for a judge 
if he is dedicated to the cause 
of human rights and is 
prepared to advance human 
rights jurisprudence by a 
process ·of judicial interpreta
tion. Under the Constitutions 
of most of the countries, it is 
given to the judiciary to inter
pret the Constitution and the 
law and it is now acknow
ledged in all lands, even by the 
British jurists, that in the 
process of interpretation, the 
judge makes the law. 

A great judge is not a mimic. 
He is not an imitator. He per
forms a highly creative 
function. It is he who fills 
blood and flesh in the dry 
skeleton of the law provided 
by the legislation. That is why 
Jackson said in the US that 
nthe Constitution is what we 
say it is". The judges therefore 
can and must interpret the 
constitutional guarantees to 
expand their meaning and 
content and widen their reach 
and ambit. That is what the In-
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dian judiciary has done in the 
last few years - adopting a 
creative and purposive ap
proach. The Indian judiciary 
bas adopted an activist. goal
oriented approach and 
expanded the frontiers of fun
damental rights. 

Through judicial activism, it 
has found a new historical 
basis for the legitimisation of 
judicial power and acquired a 
new credibility with the 
people. This is an approach 
which must be adopted by the 
judiciary in the Third World, 
if human rights are to become 
meaningful' and effective. 
When the judiciary interprets 
the words of the charter of 
human rights embodied in the 
Consti- tution in a creative, 
activist and goal-oriented 
manner, it is not defying the 
words used in the Constitution 
nor is it going contrary to the 
constitutional mandate. It is 
merely interpreting the Con
stitution - giving meaning to 
it - which is its legitimate 
function. 

The judiciary must also, by 
a process of judicial inter
relation, internalise human 
rights norms embodied in the 
two Covenants as these are 
norms accepted by the entire 
international community. We_ 
in India have done it in a fair
ly large measure through 
judicial creativity and ac
tivism. But this has to become 
a global phenomenon. With 
that end in view, the Com
monwealth Secretariat 
organised a judicial colloqium 
in Banglore, India where Chief 
Justices of South Asian and 
South East Asian countries 
were invited to participate in 
a discussion on "Domestic ap
plication of International 
Human Rights Norms". It was 
a colloqium convened and 
chaired by me and the 
Malaysian Lord President Tun 
Salleb Abbas also participated 
in it. We evolved certain prin
ciples whicli have now come 
to be known as the Banglore 
Principles. 
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Intimidating the 
Judiciary 

But for doing all this, the 
judges must be in tune with 
the human rights values: they 
must have the right sym
pathies. They must be inspired 
by the cause of human rights 
for they alone will be able to 
build up human rights 
jurisprudence. Moreover, 
since the human rights are, by 
and large, , to be enforced 
against the State and its agen
cies, the judges must be truly 
independent of executive con
trol or influence. 
Unfortunately, threats to the 
independence of the judiciary 
are developing in various parts 
of the Third World. 

Judges of the superior courts 
are sometimes summarily dis
missed as in Bangladesh or 
power to dismiss superior 
judges summarily. without a 
regular inquiry is taken by the 
Government as in Kenya or 
the constitutional procedure 
for removal of a judge is fol
lowed in name - as a mere 
pretence and an inconvenient 
judge is got rid of by the 
Government. There is in
timidation of judges in some 
countries by dismissing one of 
them on flimsy grounds and 
conveying an implied warning 
to others that if they don't be
have, they too will go the same 
way. Independence of the 
judiciary is being eroded and 
if the judiciary becomes ser
vile -or subservient to the 
executive or is unable to 
decide independently owing to 
veiled threats of retaliatory 
action by the executive, the 
protection of human rights 
will come to an end. 

Free Press 

Another pi1Jar of democracy 
and human rights is free press. 
There can be no doubt that a 
free and independent press is 
the guardian of democracy and 
the protector of human rights. 
Article 19 of the Civil and 
Political Rights Covenant 
provides that "everyone shall 
have the right to freedom of 
expression. This right shall in-
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elude freedom to seek, receive 
and impart information and 
ideas of all kinds regardless of 
frontiers; either orally, in 
writing or in print - or through 
any other media of his choice." 
This Article includes freedom 
of the press because it is an es
sential part of the right of free 
speech and expression. 

Democracy postulates free 
debate and open discussion, 
but that is ·not possible unless 
there is an independent and 
fearless press. Thomas Jeffer
son, a great lover of freedom, 
said: "U it were left to me to 
decide whether we should 
have a government without 
newspapers or newspapers 
without government, I would 
not hesitate a moment to 
prefer the latter." History 
shows and recent events in 
various countries have made us 
painfully aware that where 
this right is smothered and 
destroyed, only the shadow of 
democracy is left and the 
check of public opinion on ex
ercise of power is removed. 

The freedom to criticise the 
government and to express 
dissent and opposition is ab
solutely vital to functioning of 
democracy and without it 
democracy would degenerate 
into authoritarianism. That is 
why the first step which a dic
tatorial - regime invariably 
takes is to gag the press and 
smother all dissent. The true 
measure of the health and 
vigour of a democracy is al
ways to be found in its press. 
Look at its newspapers - do 
they reflect diversity of 
opinions and views, do they 
contain expression of dissent 
and criticism against 
governmental policies or ac
tions, or do they obsequiously 
sing the praises of the govern
ment or lionise or deify the 
ruler? 

The newspapers are the 
index of the true character of 
the government - whether it is 
democratic or authoritarian. In 
a democracy where social wel
fare is a massive state 
undertaking and an average 
citizen is apathetic or power-
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less before the mammoth ad
ministrative machine and 
where critical information is 
intricate and not easily acces
sible, the press has an 
important role to play - to 
present diverse views, not only 
those favouring the govern
ment but also those critical of 
the · Government so that the 
people may be able to decide 
what is right and what is 
wrong. 

The press has also the duty 
to expose the wrongdoings of 
the government or its agencies, 
abuse or misuse or excess of 
power committed by them. It 
must act as a check on execu
tive corruption and nepotism 
by exposing these evils for ex-
posure is the greatest 
deterrent. Only then will 
human rights be safeguarded 
and authoritarian · tendencies 
checked. The press must also 
educate the people in human 
rights and disseminate infor
mation about human rights 
and bring to light their viola
tions. Where the press is 
subservient to the Government 
and is not prepared to give 
voice to dissent and criticism 
of the Government, 
democracy will be in danger 
and human rights will be in 
peril. 

The Bar of Malaysia is a 
strong and independent bar. It 
has always fought for human 
rights and for independence of 
the judicial and the legal 
profession. I have travelled al
most all over the world and I 
must state that nowhere have 
I seen a Bar more united, more 
determined in its fight against 
violations of human rights 
than the Malaysian Bar. The 
Malaysian Bar is the only Bar, 
which is officially celebrating 
the 40th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration. 

The lawyers and judges must 
realise that human rights are 
committed to our care by the 
society and we must see that 
every person in the State is en
sured his basic human rights. 
The vested interests, the ag
gressors, are bound to say that 
this activity of the Bar is 
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political and the Bar should 
not indulge in it. But human 
rights transcend politics. They 
are the concern of the people 
and the Bar has to play a vital 
role as the spokesman of the 
people. 

Today when we talk of the 
human rights ep1bodied in the 
two Covenants, we must 
remind ourselves that it is not 
enough merely to create 
awareness about them. The 
human rights have to be trans
formed into social reality. This 
requires amongst other things 
an active .program for increas
ing public awareness of the 
human rights embodied in 
these Covenants. It is neces
sary to expose violations of 
human rights wherever they 
occur and to seek greater 
protection for human rights 
activities throughout the 
world. 

The effective Iealisation . of 
the human rights of ALL re
quire creative RENOVATION 
of the international human 
rights system. During the last 
40 years, buman rights jurists 
and activists have strived to 
address the gaps and 
shortcomings of the present 
human rights system. The ef
forts at articulation of group 
rights and collective rights 
represent recognition of some 
of the inadequacies resulting 
from a predominant in-
dividualistic focus m 
international human rights 
laws. 

Efforts to take economic, so
cial and cultural Iights more 
seriously; to extend the reach 
of human rights not only to 
acts of commission but also of 
ommission; to extend the reach 
of human rights to sanction 
violations not only by State ac
tors but also by non-State 
violators; the efforts to devise 
.more effective relief, rediess 
and remedies to the victims of 
human rights violations; and 
the efforts to evolve preven
tive strategies that seek to 
avert human rights violations 
are examples of the crucial 
tasks of renovation that lie 
ahead. 
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Today, even more so than 
forty years ago, it is essential 
that there be universal REAF
FIRMATION of the glorious 
values enshrined · in the 
Universal Declaration and the 
Covenants - values which seek 
to ensure to all the right to live 
and live with the dignity in
herent in the human person. 
Human survival as well as cul
tural survival are very much in 
jeopardy in our present 
troubled times. Right of par
ticipation, right to 
accountability and the r~ht to 
equity and not just equality are 
the foundations upon which 
we m1lSt strive to construct 
just and humane new interna
tional and national orders. 
Respect for the human rights 
contained in the Covenants is 
essential to the realisation of 
the most fundamental of all 
rights, namely the right to be 
human. 

The struggle for the 
REALISATION of human 
rights during the last forty 
years reveals the vast done and 
also the vast that remains to be 
done. 

matic reasons of global sur-
vival and of national 
economic, political and 
ecological self- preservation 
that must prompt such 
ratification. Humankind, 
today, faces numerous global 
concerns which call for global 
approaches and global co
operation. A truly global 
consensus as to both the 
rhetoric and practice of human 
rights can provide a strong 
foundation for such global co
operation. Ensuring our 
common future will requiie an 
uncommon act of faith, of 
trust, of commitment and, 
above all, of belief in a shared 
set of values, principles, norms 
and standards such as are con
tained in the Covenants. 

But however daunting such 
tasks, the international com
munity must rise to the 
challenge of making human 
rights a reality and not just an 
aspiration - an impossible or 
perhaps improbable dream. In 
the words of Don Quixote's 
heroine Dulcinea, "you have 
shown me the skies, but what 
good are the skies to a crea
ture who'll never do better 
than crawl." While man's reach 
should indeed exceed his 
grasp, we need to both reach 
and grasp, to make human 
rights for all a reality NOW 
and not just an action program 
for the next 40 years. e 

Ratifying the Covenants is 
perhaps only the first step on 
a long journey towards such 
realisation but it is an impor
tant first step. The case for 
ratifying the Covenants could 
rest on moral imperatives 
alone. But there are also prag-

------~~--------------

SANDI VlLE 
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THE PM AND 
ISA DETAINEES 

I could not help but notice on 1V how 
moved our Prime Minister was when 

he was able to return home after a few 
days in hospital. Perhaps he can now 
reflect on the ordeal which 'ISA 

Dr. M going home: What about those in 
Kamunting, Dr.? 

detainees are put through for months 
on end, never knowing when they are 
going home. 

It is disturbing to note that there 
are still over 150 detainees in Kamunt
ing. The public has a right to know whQ 
these people are, what kind oC 'crimes' 
they have committed and the length of 
their detentions. Whilst no one can 
condone disrespect to the National flag 
and anthem, to suggest that this in it
self consti- lutes a threat to national 
security and grounds for continued 
detention is absurd. Can our 
honourable ministers tell us honest· ly 
that whenever they bear the National 
Anthem over radio and 1V in the 
privacy of their living rooms, they im· 
mediately spring up on their feet, and 
stand motionless without even blinking 
their eyes or twitching their noses? 
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Surely we can expect more conqoete 
evidence as to bow these detainees are 
a threat to security. 

Maybe these detainees will be 
released before the next elections in 
another grand "humanitarian" gesture 
designed to win votes, or perhapS we 
will have to wait for the Common
wealth Heads of Government meeting 
for them to be released. Everyone 
would have noticed bow the release of 
previous batches of detainees were 
timed to coincide with recent by-elec
tion campaigns close to polling day. 
Release them D.QllL! Prove to us that 
democracy still exists. 

HID UP DEMOKRASI! 
Butterworth 

KBSMAND 
ANWAR 
IBRAHIM 

I refer to the introduction of KBSM 
and the extended school hours that 

came with" iL Although the responses 
from most principals and teachers ap-

pear to be in support, they have no 
choice any.way othenvise they will face 
the wrath of the Education Depart· 
ment. However, several studenrs well 
known to me from Tawau, Sandakan, 
Kota Kinabalu and Penampang have 
expressed great dismay at the extended 
school hours especially those in the 
afternoon session since they wil have to 
return home ve.ty late in the evening. 
The best comment was that, "Spendi.ng 
long hours studying daily would only 
convert us students into lunatics or 
half-crazy idiots due to the additional 
mental and physical stress. • 

The Minister of Education, Encik 
Anwar lbrahim appears highly incoo.
siderate by expecting the less equiped 
schools to hold classes even in the can
teen, so long as his pet project. the 
KBSM is implemented. What if even 
using the school canteen is still insuffi. 
cient, shall these schools hold extra 
classes in the halls, corridors and per
haps even in the school TOILEI'S? 

Would the Minister be responsible 
if something happens to the studeo.ts, 
especially schoolgirls in rural area$ who 
may have to walk home, after school 
ends at 6.45 pm? W.ill he be around to 
provide the necessary transp<'>rt? 

It is also ordered that non-muslim 
students will have to take some "moral 
studies" while muslim students do their 
Islamic studies. Now, if the Minister is 
really sincere in upgrading the morality 
of our students, why are the non-mus
lim students not allowed to study their 
religion instead of this so-called "moral 
studies"? Remember the provisions of 
this countty's constitution! 

It is also my understanding that the 

Non-muslim students : why •moral studies• Instead of their respective religions? 

14 Vol 9:3 



KBSM is an experimental pet project 
by the Education MiniStry. If this ex
periment proves a success, the names of 
lhe ministerS and top Education offi
cials will go down in the history of this 
country. However, if this pet project 
ends in a disaster ten years later,- will 
these ministers and officials be still 
around to be made responsible and 
clean up their mess? 

In my days as a student, there was 
no KBSM. Yet my schoolmates and 1 
have all become top teachers, prin
cipals, lawyers, doctors, engineers, 
pharmacists, politicians, chief nuru
sters and etc etc. Now, please tell me 
what is so special about KBSM. If 
people are not qualified without it, then 
so are all the present ministers (includ
ing Encik Anwar himself) who make up 
the present gove·m- ment. 

MR KNOW 
Kota Kinaba/u 

FAIR TRIALS 
FOR ISA 
DETAINEES? 

T t is a joy to note that Karpal Singh 
.l.and his corteagues are released from 
Kamunting. The relatives and parents 
of the detained must have suffered 
much anguish and despair. Karpal's 
favourite daughter must be overjoyed 
to be with her father again. 

ISA may be useful in. its own way. 
It may be useful in a limited manner to 
curb violence and racial disturbances. 
But those detained must eventually be 
put on trial when the chaos and tur
moil have subsided. Otherwise it is 
cro.el and inhuman. 

Let us hope that all future ISA cases 
will be given a fair hearing. It .is a fun
damental 1!uman right to be tried and 
judged in an open court. 

WEN AI 
Kuala Lumpur 

MUSA 
CHANGES 
CLOTHES 

D atuk Musa's rejoining UMNO goes 
to show what kind of a politi- cian 

he is. Barely seven months ago, he an-
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nounced he will not rejoin UMNO and 
even refused a post in Mahathir's 
cabinet as a Minister without portfolio. 

Why the change· of mind now'? Is it 
because the Prime Minister's recent 
health problems could have provided 
him a glimmer of hope that he could 
finally take over from Dr Mahathir 
(least realising that Anwar Ibrahim is 
also eyeing the seat). The question of 
Malay unity is a convenient ploy to 
camouflage one's ambition. 

Whatever his true reasons are, at IS 

obvious that Datuk Musa is a politician 
who bas no principles. He is like the lal
lang bending with the wind. 

I would also like to ask Datuk Sharir 
Samad not to rejoin UMNO. Those who 
voted him votecf for a change from Dr 
Mahathir's administration. If he 
returns to UMNO, he will disappoint all 
those people who supported him. He 
will become like his mentor Datuk 
Musa, a politician without principles. 

To Semangat 46 leaders, I say for
get about Datuk Musa and get on with 
your mtsston to fight for true 
democracy to be restored in Malaysia. 
May the Lord be your guide in achiev
ing this ambition. 

THIRU 
Perak 

RESPONSE TO 
CRITICISMS OF 
TAN SRI DR 
TAN CHEE 
KHOON 

We refer to K K Lim's Jetter regard
ing Tan Sri Dr Tan's stand on 

Ampang Jaya (The Star, Jan. 27). 

Dr Tan has been known for his view 
on two-party . parliamentary system, 
effective opposition to balance and 
check excesses, independent judiciary 
and on issues such as OSA, ISA etc. Dr 
Tan's support in this by-election is not 
to the concerned candidate in his per
son but to the policy he and his group 
represent and present. 

To state that a candi~ate who erred 
(and paid for it) is not worthy of sup
port is to imply that such candidate is 
not worthy of a seat in our parliament. 
Such being his rationale, then KK Lim 
should do well to publicly call upon a 
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present Member of Parliament (who 
erred and paid for it too) to resign. 

To view Dr Tan's stand in terms of 
one's llariOW, shallow and one- sided 
reasoning and to impose one's 
chauvinistic idea upon us is to insult 
the intelligence of one's fellow readers. 

We were appalled by the suggestion 
he made (unless K K is prepared to take 
over Dr Tan's role as a social critic or 
to start his own column to 'Write 
without fear and f~vour, in which case 
we would like to suggest to K K to stop 
masquerading under his initials). We 
are equally astonished by K K's failure 
to follow up his proper thinking process 
instead of letting his imagination run 
wild. 

Tan Sri Dr Tan stands for justice, 
fairness and fair-play. So, let this 
'great' doctor exercise his right to write 
as well as act without fear and favour 
as K K rightly put jt! 

SIM CHENG YEE 
& KA.NG KONG TOH 

Kuala Lumpw 

APPEAL FOR 
HELP FOR 
BURMESE 
STUDENT 
REFUGEES 

My husband and I just returned 
from delivering relief items to 

Burn1ese student refugee camps on be
half of the Federation for Human 
Rights and Democracy/Mission Mini· 
stries. We were appalled at the dismal 
conditions in which these student 
refugees live. 

Most of them wear the only set of 
clothes they had with them when they 
escaped from B~rma in August/Sep
tember 1988. Malaria is widespread and 
most of them are malnourished. We 
witnessed three funerals in three weeks. 

In spite of the Thai government's 
efforts to repatriate them to their 
homeland under a pledge of amnesty by 
the Saw Maung regime, some 6,000 stu
dents/professionals .remain. Un
daunted by the harsh conditions in 
which they find themselves, they con
tinue to keep the flame of freedom and 
democracy for their homeland intact 

I urge your readers to immediately 
donate medicine (quinine, sulpa, 
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paracetamol, tetracycline, vitamins), 
new/used clothing, shoes, food and/or 
money. Send your donation to: 

ALL BURMA STUDENT 
DEMOCRATIC FRONT 

PO Box 13 
Mae Sot 

Tak Province 
Thailand 

G.A.W. 
USA 

ANWAR 
SHOULDN'T 
HEAD CABINET 
COMMITTEE 

.4. fter the damage has been done, at 
~ong last the Government has 
decided to form a Cabinet Committee 
to look into malpractices in Govern
ment. Firstly, it is very wrong to ap
point the Committee consisting of 
Cabinet Ministers to look into the 
malpractices because the Ministers 
themselves have been responsiblefor 
the malpractices in the Government. 
To say the least will they be honest to 
disclose the malpractices? For example, 
the two bigger scandals, i.e. the BMF 
and the UEM issues, were condoned by 
the Cabinet. To ask a simple question 
will the Committee expose them? It is 
also a joke that Prof. Syed Hussein 
AJatas, Vice- Chancellor, Univcrsiti 
Malaya bas been asked to study the im
plementation of the Ombudsman sys
tem. Submiss.ion is one thing and im
plementation is another. So many 
proposals to curb malpractices has been 
made but the imple-mentation has 
been very disappointing. 

As for ANWAR IBRAHIM's ap
pointment, I feel it is based on ABIM's 
•manifesto". ANWAR who beaded 
ADIM before was very vociferous then 
but since joining UMNO be was 
promoted "overnight" and is now living 
comfortably. He has made the right 
decision in joining UMNO. ADlM to me 
means ANWAR BJJAK I.KUr 
M.AilATIUR. Only of late because of 
the split in UMNO has ANWAR tried 
to expose some of the malpractices in 
Government involving former UMNO's 
big fish who are now anti-Government. 
Some of those involved have rejoin- ed 
UMNO for their safety. ANWAR on 
joining UMNO once said "I will fight all 
the "evils" in the Government within 
UMNO". Can he explain as to ~hy he 
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didn't do so with some of the malprac
tices particularly the BMF and UEM 
issues? To show the people particular
ly the Malays how honest and sincere 
he is, he bas chosen his father's case of 
$400,000.00 shares and his own case of 
the $1,000,000.00 bouse belonging to 
him. As for his father's case he claimed 
ignorance that his father got the shares 
l t is rather odd that he was unaware. 
Surely be knew because be was already 
in the Cabinet. Now he asks the ACA 
to inii'CStigate both issues. I am sure the 
ACA will come out with blank answers 
since the ACA knows what to do with 
cases involving VIPs. ANWAR is a man 
of his word. When he was in ADIM he 
said that eradication of poverty par-' 
ticularly among the Malays · and 
restruction of society must be imple
mented. He bas succeeded. He bas 
eradicated poverty and restructe<l 
society for himself. 

l conclude this letter by telling the 
Government not to waste public funds 
and time as it did with the BMF report, 
but to concentrate upon the well being 
of !:he nation. 

ISMAIL HASHIM 
Penang 

RACIAL 
POLITICS AND 
$POLITICS 
BN 

- . 

T he Barisan Nasional's win in the 
Ampang - Jaya by-election goes to 

show how low the government will 
stoop to win, The two main reasons the 
BN won were racial politics and money 
politics. 

The BN played racial politics in 
bringing up the May 13 issue. They 
tried to blame Datuk Harun fo r it, thus 
making the Chinese turn against him. 

MCA leaders urged the Chinese to 
vote only for a Chinese and not to vote 
for another race. 

The pact between Datuk Rais 
Yatim and DAP to work together and 
form a new alternative political choice 
was given a lot of publicity by the 
government-controlled newspapers, 
which described DAP as anti-Malay. It 
also portrayed Semangat 46 leaders as 
power-crazy and willing to work with 
anybody for political gains. This turned 
the Malays against the Scmangat 46 
candidate. 
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Money politlcs was involved as in 
the Johor Baru and Parit Raja by
elections. The people were enticed with 
development . lo Ampang Jaya, the 
government implied that only BN could 
deliver the good.s and the O)J)X>5ition 
could not bring development. It is so 
obvious that the government does not 
provide enough funds for development 
projects in Opposition constituencies. 
Yet each time there is an election, the 
BN will point out the lack of develop
ment in Opposition constituencies. 

Do the people know that by voting 
for the ON government, they are giving 
away their democratic rights? Think 
about all this the next time you vote! 

LONG LIVE DEMOCRACY 
Kampar 

YOU TOO 
DOCTOR. • • • • • 

'X Then I last saw my doctor I 
l' l' thought I was talking to a priesL 

On being cured I knew 1 was touched 
by the angel of God. When I received 
my bill I saw the likes of the devil. 
Nevenhclcss I have the greatest respect 
for the profession. 

A doctor's duty is not confined to 
the consultation room or the operating 
theatre. Thus a doctor is obliged to 
render immediate assistance to the ac
cident victim who might not have been 
his patient. The stork never serves 
notice when it is about to make a 'house 
call'. The Malaysian Medical 
Association's (MMA) attitude in pass
ing this 'illegitin1ate' baby to the Inter
national Red Cross Society (lRCS) 
leaves, to say the least, much to be 
desired. (Refer Aliran Monthly Vol 8 
No 6 & 7). 

Lord Morgan, one time President of 
the Royal College of Physicians who 
attended to the late Sir Wmston Chur
chill, bifucated courage into physical 
and moral ones. He exemplified physi
cal courage in the case of the soldier, 
who under a hail of bullets risks his life 
to aid a wounded colleague. On moral 
courage, Jo hn Kennedy in his Profiles 
in Courage illustrates how Robert Taft, 
himself the son of a former President of 
the United States failed on t:hree dif
feren t occasions to secure a seat in the 
White House simply because he was not 
willing to substitute one •p• for another 
"p" - •popularity" for "policy". At a 
time when every American was eager to 
string every Nazi to the nearest tree, he 
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claimed there was a spirit of vengence 
in the whole Nuremburg trials. It cost 
him dearly, but be displayed that rare 
distinction • the moral courage to act 
with grace under pressure. 

ALIRAN's appeal to the: MMA did 
not besiege them to display either 
physical or moral courage. Perhaps 
AURAN was confident that the MMA 
would do its duty under the oath of 
llippocrates to aid the disabled under 
any circumstances. It Is a well known 
fact that some of our most illustrious 
sons are languishing behind barbed 
wires because they cared and dared 
whilst others turned 'yellow'. Opposi· 
tion leader Lim Kit Siang has been 
reduced to a walking skeleton. The 
least we can do for them is to care for 
their health besides seeking their im· 
mediate un<'onditional release. The 
Boston-based Society of Physicians for 
Human Rights has dedicated itself to 
advancing the cause of human rights, 
especially o r those physicians who have 
been imprisoned. 

Nevertheless ALIRAN I am sure will 
appreciate MMA's prompt reply. Lest 
the MMI\ be accused of abdicating its 
sacred duty, I hope it will reconsider 
A LlRAN's appeal. Until then ... Et tu 
doctor. 

N PUNJA RAJAH 
Penang 

LET'S SEE YOU 
WORK FROM 
WITHIN 

I appeal to Datuk Shahrir Samad and 
ex.SC:ma.ngat 46 members in UMNO 

Barunot to forsake their original 
aims.Now that they are back in the 
ruling coalition let's see them effect 
thosechanges which will bring back 
peace and harmony to all in this fair 
land of ours. To Tengku Razaleigh and 
the rest of his steadfast colleagues in 
Scmangat 46, my sincere admiration 
and respect for remainingloyal to their 
original aims. I join •1\n Ex-Mahathir 
supporter, PJ" (Aliran Monthly Vol 9 
~o :!) in a prayer for our PM's speedy 
recovery. I too admired him at one 
time. There is no point repeating the 
factors leading to the fall-out and I 
hope this enforced time-out will lead 
him back to the initial ideals. I was 
tempted to be small and petty but 
reading about the magnanimity of Mrs 
Lim Kit Siang and her family, I realised 
my own folly. 
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WE Af()LOGISE 

Readers would have aodcecl ~ unusually high numb~ of 
typoanphical errors; in particular, some words have been 
brokell up with hypbeaa in the wrong plices. These erron 
rau.lted from our attempt to uae a d~·top pubtishina system 
to typelet thii illue of the ABran Monthly. 

We apoJiajle for the erron and in future we will try our best to 
pl'eftllt sucb typopapldcal erron. 

The Lord or Kamma works in 
mysterious ways • we will bear the just 
fruits of our own actions. 

LOYAL MALAYSIAN 
Penang 

JUDGING THE 
EXECUTIVE 

A t a time when the Malaysian judges 
1-\.are being muzzled and given the 
boot by the Executive, it was most 
gratifying to read what Supreme Court 

Judge Tan Sn Azmi Kamaruddtn had 
to say when addressing a seminar on 
Laws and Society at Umversiti 
Kebangsa<IJl Malaysia in January. He 
stressed the need for judges to be crea
tive and dynamic so that laws could be 
administered fairly. This he said should 
be done not only according to laws 
drawn up by a legisla:tive body. but 
also the rule of natural justice. He also 
said that in a parliamentary democracy 
like Malaysia, it was necessary to have 
a judiciary that was free, panicularly 
in interpreting the laws. He said 
democracy could be measured by the 
concept of separation of powers be· 
tween the Legislative, Executive and 
Judiciary. The clearer the separation, 
the more democratic a country. 

Using this yardstick, it is not far. 
fetched to say that democracy in 
Malaysia has become a mockery with 
the Executive usurping the power of 
the Judiciary and wiping out judicial 
review in cases affecting the well being 
of the Executive. To legalise this 
blatant infringement of personal liber· 
ty as provided for in the Constitution, 
the Executive used its brute majority 
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in Parliament to amend the Constitu· 
tion. 

It is hoped that the legal fraternity 
will wake up and see to it that laws are 
just and do not infringe on natural jus· 
tice and rule of law, otherwise the ad· 
ministration or laws would be meaning· 
less, like knowingly administenng 
poison at the command of someone. 
The legal fraternity has yet to challenge 
the consti· tutionality of restrictive 
legislation. 

Natural justice and rule of law are 
not Western concepts as made out by 
Dr Mahathir in his attacks on the 
.Judiciary. They arc cont:epts found in 
the teachings of all the great relibrions 
of this world. Those who do not under· 
stand what natural JUStice and rule of 
law are should study the scriptures, for 
no believer can deny their existente. 

The Executive wants judges to he 
robOL~. to be tools; to be like other 
government servants who sign, "Saya 
yang menurut perintah." Some Mini· 
sters are already more powerful than a 
full sitting of the Supreme Court. So 
why docs the 12xecutive still need 
judges if not for window dressing? 
Those judges who participate in sut:h 
wmdow dressing sin against God, not 
against the Judiciary, for their calling 
to be the judges or their fellow human 
beings (including the untouchables of 
the Executive) is from God, not from 
the Judiciary. 

Let us hope Judges will heed Tan Sri 
Azmi's call to be always creative and 

dynamic so that laws can be ad· 
ministered fairly, and if I may add, not 
at the whims and fancies of the Execu· 
tive. 

RA VINDER SINGH 
Szmgai Patani 
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NATIONAL IDENTITY 

REJECTING RACIALI M 
Towards a Malaysian Consciousness 

TAN CHEE BENG says that to have a truly Malaysian consciousness can lead to non
racialism, and the enlightenment of man. 

W ell-known Malaysian 
journalist Adibah 

Amin once told a gathering 
that "Malaysian consciousness 
does not mean rejection or 
betrayal of your ethnic group". 
This is a very important point. 

What is Malaysian con
sci. ·usness? It means the con
sciousness of belonging to a 
larger multi-ethnic Malaysian 
community, of rcali- sing the 
need to loving not only people 
of one's ethnic group but also 
people of other ethnic origins. 
It means seeing issues in the 
Larger Malaysian context and 
not merely in the narrow 
perspective of only one's own 
ethnic group. It means reject
ing racialism. 

Many a Malaysian assumes 
that as long as they are 
Malaysians, they have 
Malaysian consciousness. This 
is not true for it is one thing 
to be a citizen or to identify 
with the label "Malaysian", it 
is another thing to transcend 
ethnicism and be "Malaysian" 
in the Lrue sense of the word. 

We are also not talking of 
loyalty here. One can sing 
songs of loyalty and yet be 
very racialistic against people 
of different ethnic origins. 
Every state demands loyalty 
from her citizens. As a citizen, 
one has the duty to uphold the 
dignity of the State and con
tribute to its well-being. 
However m Malaysia, many 
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citizens claim to be loyal to the 
state and at the same time are 
rather racialistic m orienta
tion. 

Having a Malaysian con
sciousness does not mean 
rejecting one's own ethnic 
identity. It is not realistic to 
suppress one's ethnic identity 
which is largely a ''non-nego
tiable" ·value. In fact one 
should be proud of one's eth
nic identity. There is no need 
for a Malay or a Chinese or a 
Kelabit to suppress his or her 
identity in order to have 
Malaysian consciousness. What 
is important in this multi-eth
nic country is that one should 
place ethnic identi- fication in 
the · larger context of 
Malaysian identification. 

Ethnic identification should 
not be perceived as the only 
and highest level of identifica
tion, and ethnic consciousness 
should not be exclusive and 
made the highest level of con
sciousness. It is meaningless to 
consider oneself Malaysian 
and yet see the Malaysian 
world purely from the interest 
of one's own ethnic group 
only. 

One should realise that eth
nic identification is segmen
tary in that it has various 
levels. A Chinese Malaysian is 
a Hokkien or a Hakka etc at 
one level and at a higher level 
of identification he or she is a 

18 

"Chinese" that is, at the "pan
Chinese" level of identifica
tion. As a citizen of Malaysia, 
he or she should have an even 
higher level of identification, 
that is "Malaysian", this being 
the national identity which 
may be viewed as the supra
ethnic identity. 

Similarly a Malay may be a 
Orang J awa or Orang Kelate 
(Kelantan Malay) at a lower 
level of identification, but as 
a Melayu he or she identifies 
with all other Malays, and 
beyond that he or she is a 
Malaysian. What is required 
of, Malaysian consciousness - is 
that one does not overem
phasise one's specific ethnic 
identity to the extent of 
neglecting or even excluding 
the higher national identity. 

Unfortunately most 
Malaysians at present prefer to 
emphasise their own specific 
ethnic level of identification 
rather than the national iden
tification. Malays and Chinese 
deal with each other not as 
Malaysians but as Malays and 
Chinese, so do the other eth
nic groups. In this respect, we 
are not yet a nation; we are 
part of a state in the process 
of becoming a nation. The day 
that Malaysians are able to 
emphasise (I say emphasise, 
not replace) the Malaysian 
identity over their ethnic 
identity, when they are able to 
deal with each other as 
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Malaysians, then we can speak 
of a Malaysian nation. 

We may call the process of 
emphasising a higher identity 
as the unification of identities. 
In fact both the "Malays" and 
the "Chinese" have ex
perienced this process. At one 
time the Malays in Malaysia 
did not see themselves as a 
"Malay nation". The Malays of 
different regions existed as 
different entities. As a result 
of Malay nationalism which 
climaxed with the opposition 
to the Malayan Union 
proposa~ the Malays now em
phasise the pan- Malay iden
tification within Malaysia, 
while still keeping the lower 
level of intra-group sub-eth-
nic identification. 

Similarly when the Chinese 
first migrated to Malaya, they 
emphasised their respective 
Hokkicn, Hakka, Cantonese or 
Teochiu identity etc. As a 
result of "Chinese nationalism" 
and Mandarin education in the 
pre-war period, they bad come 
to emphasise the "pan
Chinese" identity. The com
petition and occasional con
frontation between Malays and 
Chinese also "unite" them 
against one another. We hope 
in time to come Malay and 
Chinese, as well as other eth
nic groups, will unify at the 
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:rhe day that 
Malaysians are able 
to emphasise the 
Malaysian Identity 
over their ethnic 

Identity ... ... . we 
can speak of a 

Malyslan nation 

Malaysian level of identifica
tion. 

Of course the process of 
unification should not end at 
the national level, it should 
extend to the international 
community of mankind. It 
should lead to the ideal of 
mankind as one, the unity of 
humanity. At the metaphysical 
level, it should lead to dao, the 
oneness. Viewed 10 this 
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perspective, the unifiqttion of 
identification is a process of 
enlightenment, of emancipa
tion from ignorance. This view 
conforms to the major 
religious and philosophical 
traditions in this multi-
religious ,country, be it Is
lamic, Buddhist, Chinese 
(especially daoist), .Hindu or 
Christian. 

The concept of unity is to 
be found in all these tradi
tions, although more explicit 
in some than others. In the 
context of Malay-Chinese 
relations, it is often neglected 
that they both share this tradi
tion of unity. The concept of 
uniry in Islam as expressed in 
the idea of God is well-known. 
In the case of the Chinese it is 
most clearly expressed in the 
Taoist thinking: From the Dao, 
one is created, From one, two, 
From two, three, From three, 
ten thousand things. Even 
Confucianists talk of the unity -
of Man and Heaven. 

To the final analysis, to have 
a Malaysian consciousness 
means to be multi-ethnic, to 
be non-racialist. It means ob-
serving the principles of 
moderation, justice and 
democracy. It has also the most 
important step towards a more 
universal concept of man, 
towards enlightenment. 
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LABOUR 

M T U C p e t I t I o n s t h e I L OJ 

NO UNION FOR 
ELECTRONICS WORKERS 

19-1-1989 

Mr Francis Blanchard 
Director General 
International Labour Office 
CH-1211 
Geneva 22 
Switzerland 

Dear Mr Francis Blanchard 

SUB: DENIAL OF FREEDOM OF ASSOCIA
TION TO WORKERS OF ELECTRONlCS IN
DUSTRY BY MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT 

T his memorandum is submitted with a view 
to drawing your attention to the problems 

faced by workers in the electronics industry in 
organising themselves in .trade unions and to 
seeking the intervention of the ILO in pursuad-
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ing the Malaysian Government to grant them 
their basic right of freedom of association 
without imposing any restrictive conditions. 

Before we enumerate the problems that have 
been encountered by the workers concerned 
during the past 15 years,· it is relevant to ac
quaint you with the statute provisions relating 
to freedom of association in Malaysia. 

Article lO(l)(a) of the Malaysian Constitu
tion states that all citizens have the right to form 
associations subject to "such restrictions deemed 
necessary or expedient in the interest of the 
security of the Federation or any part thereof 
public o.rder or morality." ' 

Based on this Article, the workers of Malaysia 
are allowed to join or form trade unions in ac
cordance with the Trade Unions Act 1959. 
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According to Section 9 of the Act, trade 
unions can be formed within any particular 
trade, occupation or industry. 

However, under Section 12, the Registrar is 
empowered to refuse registration to a lrade 
union. 

There is no time frame stipulated in the Act 
for the Registrar to decide on the application 
for the registration of a trade union. 

Establishment of Electronics Industry 

The electronics industry was established in 
Malaysia in 1971 with about 15,000 workers. 
Since then there has been a steady increase in 
the number of electronics factories. Today, 
there are over 70 factories with a workforce of 
85,000. Most of the companies are owned by 
multinationals from the US and Japan. 

Problems in unionising workers 

In 1974, the Electrical Industry Workers 
Union (EIWU) attempted to organise workers 
in the electronics industry, but the Registrar 
refused to grant permission to enrol these 
workers into that union, claiming that the 
electronics industry is NOT SIMILAR to the 
electrical industry. In making the decision, be 
invoked Section 2(2) of the Act, which says :
"For the purpose of the definition of trade union 
in sub-section (1) and for the purpose of Sec
tion 15(2), 26(1A), 32, 33, 72 and 74, 'similar' 
means in the opinion or the Registrar." The 
EIWU's subsequent appeal to the Minister of 
Labour was rejected. 

The MTUC then decided to help in the for
mation of a separate union for the workers of 
the electronics industry. Accordingly, a union 
known as the National Union of Electronics 
Workers was formed on 2.4.1978 and the ap
plication for its registration was submitted by 
the protem committee to the Registrar on 
28.4.1978, as required under the Trade Unions 
Act. 

Following the application, the protem 
secretary was dismissed by the company in 
which he was employed and this generated fear 
of victimisation amongst the other members of 
the protem committee. In the meantime, there 
was no positive response from the Registrar to 
the application. 

Subsequently, in accordance with the advice 
of an Assistant Registrar of Trade Unions, 
another protem committee was appointed and a 
fresh application submitted to the Regislrar on 
22.1.1980. 

Having failed to obtain the registration of the 
union inspitc of several reminders and discus
sions with the authorities including the Mini
ster of Labour, the MTUC filed with the High 
Court an Originating Motion for an order of 
mandamus to register the union on 13.12.1983. 

Unfortunately the High Court dismissed the 
application on the grounds that the MTUC bad 
no legal standing. 

Since then, MTUC has been applying pres
sure on the Government to allow the workers 
to form their own union. At a meeting of the 
National Labour Advisory Council, a tripartite 
body, on 22.9.88, the Minister of Labour an
nounced . the decision of the Government to 
allow the Electronics workers to form trade 
unions. The MTUC felt relieved and the 
workers concerned were extremely happy. The 
announcement received widespread publicity. 
Elaborating on the announcement, the Minister 
made a statement in which be said: "It is up to 
the workers to uoionise themselves with the 
help of the MTUC." 

The decision of the Government was wel
comed even by the Government conlroiJed press 
through their editorials. 

However, the reaction of the employers of 
the electronics factories was one of animosity 
and unhappiness. They started applying various 
tactics including harassment, promises of higher 
bonus, and dismissals. 

On 30.9.1988 one company, Advanced Micro 
Devices, "retrenched" 900 workers by gJVmg 
them wages in lieu of notice under the pretext 
of "streamlining and achieving greater efficien
cy." 

In spite of all these unfair labour practices, 
hundreds of workers gathered and decided on 
2.10.1988 to establish a national union, the Na
tional Union of Electronics Workers. The 
protem commiUee submiUcd the application for 
registration of the union to the Registrar on 
15.10.1988. 

Meanwhile, the employers and their associa
tions were registering their protest at meetings 
with the Ministers and otber authorities and 
through the mass media. However, the Mmister 
of Labour's reply which was reported in the 
local press was as follows: 

"We cannot stop workers from deciding what 
they want to do. It is up to them what form of 
union they want to set up will be, but the 
Registrar of Trade Unions will decide on their 
application." 
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JUSTICE 
is the crowning glory 

of the virtues 

-CICERO 
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However, the Minister on 19.10.1988 came 
out with a shocking statement that the Govern
ment would only allow the workers of the 
electronics industry to form in-house unions. 

The workers assembled again and reiterated 
that they wanted a national union and NOT in
house unions. The MTUC fully supports the 
decision of the workers, because it is their right 
to establish a national union, if they so decide, 
and they are within the bounds of the law to do 
so. 

Nevertheless, the Government continues to 
insist on in-house unions, which in effect means 
violation of its own legislation. 

It is the considered opinion of tbis Congress 
that this change of policy by the Government 
is the result of the pressure exerted by the 
employers and of their enormous influence over 
the Government. 

S11 ' mission 

From the day the electronics industry was es
tablished in this country 18 years ago, the 
employers have persistently maintained an anti
union attitude and the Government has been 
collaborating with them by denying the workers 
their right to freedom of association. After all 
these years, the authorities finally relented and 
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agreed that the 85,000 workers could form 
unions. But, apparently they again succumbed 
to pressure from the employers, who are both 
powerful and influential. 

The workers and MTUC are fully convinced 
that in-house unions for the industry are total
ly unsuitable, because firstly, the workers by 
and large are not experienced in trade 
unionism; secondly, the possibility of victimisa
tion and/or favouritism by the management 
cannot be ruled out; thirdly, subtle financial and 
material contribution by the employers to the 
unions with a view to influencing the leader
ship is a real possibility; and fourthly, it is 
bound to create economic imbalance in the in
dustry. 

In the light of the above facts, we submit that 
the problems faced by the workers in the 
electronics industry in Malaysia receive your 
urgent and immediate attention and that the 
secretariat be directed to pursue such actions as 
necessary in order to restore the workers' right 
to organise themselves in a national union. 

Warm regards. 

(DR V DAVID) 
Secretary General 
Malaysian Trades Union 
Congress 
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DEVELOPMENT 

SHAKY BRIDGE 
BETWEEN EAST AND 

WEST 

Any Sarawakian travelling along a highway in the Pemnsula is bound to feel envy 
and even frustration because of the inadequate road system where he comes from. Bandar 

Kucing MP Sdra SIM KWANG YANG writes of increasing discrepancy in development 
priorities for East and West Malaysia. 

P lanned socio-economic 
programmes in newly in

dependent nations mush
roomed after the Second World 
War in response to problems 
faced during colonisation. 
Widespread poverty as a result 
of exploitation and challenges 
in sustaining meaningt'ul 
pplitical stability after In
dependence led to this ap
proach. 

The international scene saw 
tpe colonial masters yet 
dominating world politics and 

' 1 exploiting available resources. 
The continuing tension be
tween developing and 
developed nations in a way, 
mirrors numerous aspects of 
the earlier conflict. The past 
40 years has seen these con
flicts emerge on a wider arena. 
Without military or ad-
ministrative presence, major 
industrial powers have 
dominated international 

' decision-making in the politi
cal and trade arena while the 
poorer nations have continued 
to supply raw materials as well 
as serve as markets for these 
giants. In considering the rela
tions between politics and 
development with regards the 
eradication of poverty iin 
Sarawak and Malaysia we will 
have to appreciate this histori
cal reality. 

The figures for Peninsular 
Malaysia indicate a drop in the 
incidence of poverty from 50% 
in 1970 to 29% in 1985. The 
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reality for Sarawak cannot be 
accertained by specific data. 
Nevertheless, relative poverty 
is the reality rather than ab
solute poverty. The Third 
Malaysia Plan however reports 
that the incidence of poverty 
nationwide is highest ~oog 
the Bidayuh community. A 
lack of uniform statistical data 
makes any discussion on 
poverty in Sarawak rather dif
ficult. 

One reaches for a quantita
tive definition of poverty 
which high- lights the magic 
official line below which one 
can claim to be poor. Then 
Minister - of Agriculture, 
Anwar Ibrahim revealed that 
those living below the pover
ty line are households with a 
monthly income of $420 or 
less. One is _given to under
stand that this poverty line is 
subject to reviston, depending 
on the consumer price index, 
commodity prices and other 
factors. Such a definition of 
poverty line is indeed 
problematic {though con-
venient for bureaucratic and 
political expediency) as $420 
five years ago may not have 
the purchasing power of $300 
presently. 

Another factor lies in the 
difference in household sizes 
and corresponding needs. 
SarawaJc1s position is further 
complicated as its cash 
economy has yet to be 
developed. In 1985, some 
1,246,400 Sarawakians out of 
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a total of 1,542,800 lived in the 
rural areas. Most were con
sidered poor by any standard. 
Yet, 36,000 rural households 
were engaged in shifting cul
tivation and planting padi, 
which were main economic 
activities. This poses the ques
tion of how to calculate their 
harvest- as part of their income 
in cash terms? 

For the nomadic Penans, the 
idea of mortgaging a house and 
thereby enslaving themselves 
to the . banking system for 25 
years ~ay sound ridiculous. 
However, for the housebuyer 
in Kucing, houseownership .is 
a basic need, and.· a symbol of 
social security. For the Penans 
perhaps, the whole forest - if 
untampered by logging trucks 
- constitute the most satisfac
tory natural · banking system 
ever! 

Political decisions to eradi
cate poverty, based on 
simplistic, empirical, analyti
cal and technocratic reasoning, 
has often created the opposite 
effect, inspite of the best in
tentions on the part of 
politicians. Despite difficulties 
in finding an absolute defini
tion of poverty, and inspite of 
insufficient published data on 
poverty in Sarawak, we know 
that poverty exists, either in 
the absolute sense of meeting 
basic needs and essential ser
vices, or in the relative sense 
of comparison with other 
States in Malaysia. 
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A fair diagnosis of poverty 
in Sarawak has to take into ac
count structural causes. First
ly, the prevailing economic 
structure may be exploitative 
in nature, so that no matter 
how hard the poor work, they 
are never allowed to enjoy the 
fruits of their labour. Within 
the monolith of modern 
macro~economics, profits and 
the viability of big businesses 
are almost always built upon 
the miseries of the workers. 
Credit facilities provided by 
financial institutions, banks 
and the whole monetary sys
tem favotU" big businesses. In 
a nation practising free 
enterprise, big businesses 
promise big returns for fman
cial investments. 

The farmers, fishermen, 
petty traders, and labourers, 
who need credit in order to in
crease yields and improve 
their income, are most unlike
ly to obtain credit. In the case 
of logging, for which Sarawak 
is famous, the timber tycoon 
aided by his political connec
tions and good credit rating 
with the banks, earns millions, 
while the kampong folk who 
work as logging camp workers 
are paid only $10 a day. 

All this raises the question 
of power relations within the 
context of Sarawak's political 
culture. Who has a hold on 
political power · in Sarawak, 
and for that matter, in 
Malaysia? Do the poor really 
dictate Government policies 
with rc~ards the disposal of 
our nation's and our State's 
limited resources, to the extent 
that priority is given to the 
poor? 

Theoretically, Sarawak has 
all the trappings and forms of 
a democracy with a relatively 
developed party system, a 
machinery for general elec
tions, and resemblance of the 
doctrine of separa- tion of 
powers. In theory at least, only 
leaders representing the inter
est of the poor majority can 
hope. to hold the reign of 
power in Sarawak. No group 
qf politicians can ever form a 
Government without the full 
support of the rural poor. In 
practice, however, the reality 
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is quite different. 

Politics is based on 
patronage. This ts an extreme
ly expensive business in 
Sarawak. Only rich individuals 
and rich political parties can 
afford to be involved in 
politics. This tragic fact 
together with the culture of 
political patronage has come to 
be people's sole perception of 
politics -in general. Individuals 
and political parties who 

' refuse to play the game of 
patronage are forced by the 
prevailing culture to enrich 
themselves so as to sustain 
their hold onto power. ·The 
temptations which came with 
political power needs no 
elaboration. 

As political power is 
derived not from the active 
identification with the poor 
majority based on a common 
perception of the good life., 
but from the power to dispense 
with patronage to poor 
through the capillary network 
of a patronage machinery, a 
distinct master-slave relation
ship exists between the power 
brokers and the poor. The most 
obvious example of this help
lessness of the poor in the 
political process is the Penan 
case. 

- These forest dwellers, who 
have long depended on the 
jungle for their existence, and 
sometimes finding the idea of 
actually owning a mountain 
ridiculous, have helplessly 
watched the destruction of 
their habitat as logging com
panies supported by the State, 
remove timber of immense 
wealth from under their nose. 
Certainly, the whole 
machinery of the political 
structure is behind these log
ging firms, wlllch bears beayi
ly upon the poor who are but 
powerless pawns in the chess 
board of Sarawak politics! 

Sarawak farmers enga~ed in 
shifting cultivation requtre an 
increasing supply of land, as 
through communal customary 
rights, land becomes frag
mented into smaller parcels 
from generation to generation. 
Imposition of the Sarawak 
Land Code means that this 
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supply of land is limited. As a 
result, shifting ' cultivators are 
forced to shorten their plant
ing cycle, leaving insufficient 
time for the fallow period, 
further decreasing soil fer
tility. This results in a low 
yield of padi. 

The Dayaks engage in padi 
farming not as an economic 
activity, but as a way of life. 
Their spiritual and emotional 
tie with mother earth is 
manifest in their folklores, 
rituals and quasi- religious 
values. Land is more than a 
mere piece of property. It is 
home. Any attempt to restruc
ture these rural communities 
either in large land plantation 
schemes or on collective farm
ing must itself involve a cul
tural change on the part of the 
farmers as well as a change in 
their perception of their 
reality. Surely century-old 
cultural values do not change 
easily and any enforced cul
tural change will meet with 
nothing but resistance. With 
eighty percent of Sarawak's 
rural population engaged in 
agricul- tural activities it is 
fair to say that they are ill
prepared to enter into the 
realm of cash economy. 

Not only are the objective 
conditions lacking, but they 
are also ill-prepared to hand-
le agriculture economics. 
Literacy is still low among the 
farmers and fishermen, and 
the younger generation of 
educated youths tend to drift 
to the towns, thus further I 
eroding the dynamo of social 
and cultural change within the 
rural community. Thus 
farmers are faced with this to
tally new cultural world of 
grappling with simple ac
counting. cashflow projection 
and farm management. In 
short, basic skills for improv
ing productivity and income 
within the framework of 
modem macro-economics is 
alien to them. 

The net result of this is that 
the poor rural population are 
called to play a new game 
without understanding the 
prerequisite skills and the rules 
of the game. Finally they lose 
confidence and in confronta-
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a tion with the powerful 
e machinery of the State, they 

come to be totally dependent 
tt on the power structure for the 
I, provision of physical facilities 

and motivation. They become 
r~ 1 dependent and enslaved to the 

political forces at work. 

li These factors are beyond 
c 1 the control of. the poor. No 

matter how hard he works, he 
is forever confronted by an 
alien, hostile and sterile exter
nal reality which he cannot in
temalise. Helpless and un
resourceful, he wallows in the 
squalor of his poverty. 

.. 
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Sarawak is a unique State. It 
is the largest State with about 
40 per cent of the nation's total 
land area. With a small popula
tion of 1.5 million people 
spread over the towns and over 
5,000 kampungs in such for
bidding terrain, the sheer task 
of communication and 
transp<?rtation becomes 
prohibitive. The terrain is also 
not suitable for large-scale 
agriculture. The hills near the 
Indonesian border and swamps 
around the coastal areas are 
unsuitable for crops. The best 
fertile land in Sarawak suitable 
for agriculture is probably 20 
per cent of the total land area, 
which has mostly been farmed. 

With a small and poor 
population to serve as a nar
row base for domestic market, 
and increased cost for goods 
transportation, it is very dif
ficult to encourage domestic or 
forei~ investment in in-
dustnes. This unpalatable 
reality is reflected in the 
character of Sarawak's export 

1 economy. Easily about 80 per 
cent of the exports from 
Sarawak are derived from two 
primary sources, that is, 
oiVgas and timber. Unfor
tunately, these two resources 
are non-renewable. While 
prices have been good to stuff 
the State's treasury, we should 
be careful to use this revenue 
for more infrastructural 
development and diversifica
tion of our economic base, in 
preparation for the 21st Cen
tury. 

Development m Sarawak, in 
line with development 
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philosophy else- where in 
Malaysia is highly elitist, dic
tated from the top down to the 
grassroot, and participation is 
sometimes coerced. People are 
told to co-operate wi; ' the 
Government. tf response from 
the people is negative, then the 
Government would view the 
people as being infla~ed by 
msti~ators - domestic or 
foreign - in order to be anti
Government and anti
development. 

Underlying this elitist 
monologic approach to 
development, is the assump
tion inherent in the culture of 
political patronage, that is, the 
people especially those in the 
rural area are like children 
who do not know what is good 
for them, and hence have to 
be fed with a total develop
ment plan involving planning, 
motivation and actual im
plementation. The elitist ap
proach is wrong because it 
enslaves, alienates and 
castrates the poor who are sup
posed to benefit from 
development. This approach is 
an act of domination, and can
not liberate the poor. Develop
ment in thls sense is sectarian 
and distorted, and is doomed 
to fail. 

The New Economic Policy 
(NEP) is a dominant feature of 
our 'national life. It colours tile 
perception of every Malaysian. 
Sooner or later, Malaysians of 
all races must be brave and 
mature enough to assess and 
evaluate its successes and 
failures, for upon it our unity 
and survival as a nation are 
staked. 

The implementation of the 
NEP in all its aspects with 
regards developments in 
Sarawak has an added twist. 
The NEP brings out regional 
differences between Sarawak 
and Peninsular Malaysia as an 
axis of polarisation. The 
Dayaks are the largest ethnic 
group in Sarawak, composing 
of more than 40 per cent of 
the population. The Malays 
make up 20 per cent. 

Therefore the parameters of 
communal politics in Sarawak 
are radically different from 
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that m Peninsular Malaysia. 
Whereas the NEP is supposed 
to restructure society and 
eradicate poverty, and the 
Bumiputeras are given 
privileges and quotas in an ef
fort to redistribute wealth, the 
real arena for implementing 
the NEP is really the Penin
sular States where UMNO is 
dominant. 

There is also the complex 
Federal-State power relations. 
Over the last 25 years political 
power has become more and 
more concentra- ted in the 
UMNO-dominated Federal 
Government. Development has 
thus been lop-sided against the 
interests of Sarawak. One 
major sore point with 
Sarawakians has been the 
neglect of our ill- developed 
communication system. The 
First Trunk Road System and 
the Pan-Borneo Highway 
which could have opened up 
land in Sarawak, are still not 
sealed, making it unsuitable 
for . cheap and fast transporta
tion of goods, even 25 years 
after independence. 

Envy and frustration must 
be the general feeling of all 
Sarawakians traveUing on the 
North-South Hi~hway m 
Peninsular Malaysta. In the 
eyes of Sarawakians, federal 
funding of the Sarawak road 
system has been inadequate to 
meet the real needs of socio
economic development in 
Sarawak. And yet, recently the 
Federal Government just 
decided to go ahead with a 
project to build a ~ghway 
linking Genting Highlands 
with Frasers Hill at a erojected 
cost of $600 million. (The al
location for the First Trunk 
Road System in Sarawak in 
1987 was $100 million only). 

The decades of the NEP 
have not only failed in build
ing national unity through 
meaningful ethnic integration, 
but have also left the nation's 
different ethnic groups more 
fragmented and isolated. It is 
now becoming more and more 
difficult to built political and 
cultural bridges across the 
gaping chasm of racial 
polarisation. Poverty remains a 
victim of these realities. e 
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RELIGION 

THE '':UL TURAL 
SPIRITUAL DYNAMIC 

DR CHARIS WADDY of Oxford University describes the existence of five aspects of a 
common heritage for a fruitful dialogue between Judaism, Christianity and Islam. 

T here is greatness in the 
history of the Mediter

ranean. Great men - and 
women have given the 
world, among other gifts, the 
democracy of Greece, the Jaw 
and order of Rome, the 
scholarship of North Africa 
and Spain, and above all, the 
monotheism of Abraham and 
his Jewish, Christian and 
Muslim successors. The future 
can be as great, if not greater. 

It is a joy to be in a gather
ing where no one comes to 
make a case and all of us come 
to seek fresh common ground. 
I was in a similar smaller 
meeting in Malta some years 
ago. The chairman, Monsignor 
Grech, said: "One thing will 
ensure the value of this meet
ing: each one of us listening 
with full attention to the 
others." There was a rustle 
round the room, and I realised 
that I was not the only one who 
was surreptitiously polishing 
up what I wanted to say myself 
rather than listening to what 
the speaker was saying. That 
simple point made a lot of dif
ference to our gathering. 

The BBC last year put on a 
series of programmes, entitled 
"The First Eden". They look at 
the region of the Mediter
ranean as a whole: the marvels 
of its formation, from desola
tion to a Garden of Eden 
where man first learned to sow 
and plant, to keep sheep and 
milk cows. 

David Attenborough, who 
made the series, starts with the 
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wonders of creation and ends 
with a plea that we learn from 
our mistakes: to do so might be 
our greatest gift yet to 
mankind. For we have 
plundered our heritage, not 
tended it. To change, this calls 
for· a mighty step forward: a 
change in our way of life as 
great as that which our ances
tors took when they moved 
from merely killing for food 
to farming. 

If it is a question of learn
ing from mistakes, we could 
make a catalogue of tragic er
rors, bloodstained pages on the 
history of the Mediterranean .. 
I mention only one root cause 
of error. The arrogance 
especially of some of us on the 
notthern side - which has tried 
to order the affairs of others 
with a superiority that has un
dermined any capacity to 
serve. Britain can, I think, lay 
claim to more errors of ar
rogance than others, so we 
should have something humble 
to offer from which others can 
take warning. 

Common ground has often 
been suspect as being mar
ginal: things which do not 
matter much to either side. But 
now a deeper insight is com
ing. Professor Keith Ward, for 
instance, puts forward wdeep 
convergences of thought and 
practice" rather than marginal 
comparisons. 

What is our common 
heritage, in which such a 
meeting ground can be sought? 
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(1) I would put ftrst the ac-
knowledgement of a 
CREATOR. The modern 
European has been described 
as a self-made man who wor
ships his creator. But from the 
earliest cave-dwellers 
Mediterranean man has had 
the sense of some outside 
power - of being part of a life 
greater than his own. And in 
Mediterranean history, as an 
Egyptian put it, three times 
God's finger has touched the 
earth. He was referring to 
Moses, Jesus and Mohammed, 
and the sister faiths that stem 
from Abraham. There are 
other great traditions of faith 
further east, but today we 
think of the contribution , of 
monotheism to human history. 

One major advance in this 
century, in spite of all the con
flicts, has been the growing 
understanding and cooperation 
among those who practise the 
three monotheistic traditions. 
If we are to find closer unity 
it is essential that we all think 
of all three of the Abrahamic 
faiths, not just one, or even 
two, of them. As a Christian, 
I must say that I am ashamed 
of the hurtful arrogance which 
has disregarded, and some
times belittled, other forms of 
belief. But there are signs of 
change since my father, in the 
1920's in Jerusalem, spoke of 
"the comradeship of our joint 
belief" in God. Popes, 
archbishops, ordinary men in 
business contacts, can all be 
quoted as saying that we can 
learn from each other in the 
service of God and man. 
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(2) Point 2 is CHANGE. 
Despair is not our heritage. 
Change is. There have been 
dynamic changes, astonishing 
surprises, in the course of his
tory. The historian J.M. 
Roberts says that man is by 
nature a "change" animal, the 
onJy one in creation who can 
deliberately will change in his 
circumstances and bring it 
about. On a deeper level, all 
three faiths say that it is God 
who works the change when 
man turns around, repents. A 
recent commentator on the 
Quran describes such repen
tance as "a contract with the 
future", not merely a break 
with the past. 

(3) Point 3 is ABSOLUTE 
MORAL VALUES. The Ten 
Commandments, the Sermon 
on the Mount, and the Quran's 
injunction to "command what 
is good and forbid what is evil" 
provide a point of reference in 
face of which all of us need 
change: every person and 
every nation. 

The summary of these com
mandments in the standards of 
honesty, purity, unselftshncss 
and love does in practice 
provide a useful common 
point of reference. A Muslim 
from Sudan said here last 
year, "The absolute standards 
are the common ground where 
believers of all religions can 
stand together lo build a new 
world." 

( 4) Point 4 is GRATITUDE. 
We are closely linked, and 
saying Lhank you where it is 
due does open up fresh 
avenues of communication. I 
met a man at Dover on the way 
here, a lawyer in marine in
surance, well travelled. He 
said, "I know one word of 
Arabic: shukra11 , thank you." I 
thought, this is a refreshing 
approach. I live in Britain, was 
born in Australia and brought 
up as a child in Jerusalem. 
Everything I most value comes 
in some way froin the 
Medilerranean area. That is 
one reason why I feel so deep-
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ly about its present conflicts, 
and my country's respon
sibility in them. 

Debts acknowledged do 
open doors. One opportunity 
ahead for expressing gratitude 
from the European side is in 
the research going on in con
nection with the end of Mus
lim rule in Spain, five hundred 
years ago in 1492. Before that, 
from the Muslim world, 
through Spain and Sicily came 
the basis of our medicine, 
science and philosophy. This 
was in the formative years of 
our universities, Oxford · and 
Paris among them. Muslim, 
Jewish and Christian scholars 
cooperated. It is a great chap
ter of history and worth some 
thanks. 

(5) The final point is LIS
TENING. Recently in Paris I 
met Professor Andre 
Chouraqi, of Israel and 
originally from Algeria. His 
writings are full of the theme 

of Stillness · of silence before 
God. He told us he had found 
his way back to his Jewish 
faith with the help of Chris
tian nurses and Muslim mys
tics. All our scriptures are full 
of this stillness and the direc
tion God grants. "Be still . . . " 
"This is the way, · walk ye in 
it." "The straight Path" . . . 
There is a picture in this house 
painted by a Muslim artist 
representing the word AL 
HADI, the One who guides. It 
is one of the names of God and 
the word runs like a thread 
through the Quran, for in
stance in the opening chapter, 
the great prayer of the 
Fatihah, "Guide us in the 
straight path." 

Meetings like this should 
lead to such stillness. A com
mon origin, a common ethic, 
mutual gratitude , the expec
tancy of change, the capacity 
to listen: perhaps some of these 
points may help to open new 
ways forward. e 

CAUPH AU IBN TAUB 
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DETAINEES WATCH 

RELEASE MY FATHER AND 
BROTHER 

They were just doing their jobs as concerned citizens 

Ms Lim Hui Ming, daughter of detained DAP MP Lim Kit Siang, tells of the 
agony her family faces in an interview with ALIRAN MONTHLY. She calls for the release 

of her father and brother if the government has nothing to hide. 

Aliran Monthly. : It has been 
one-and-a-half years since 
your father and brother were 
detained under the !SA.. How 
has the family coped with the 
incarceration of Kit Siang and 
Guan Eng? 

Hui Ming. : The initial 60 
days of detention were days of 
great concern for us. It was 

Alir<:n ~\fo:;tluy 

also a very hectic period. We 
did not know initially where 
both of them were and we did 
not know the condition they 
were in. With them at 
Kamunting however it has 
been comparatively easier as 
we can visit them regularly 
and see how they are. In 
general, we have had to take 
things as they come. 
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A.M. Was 
prepared when 
took place? 

the 
the 

family 
detention 

H.M. : No. It was totally un
expected. I was auditing in 
Batu Gajah when my sister 
rang me up. It was a big shock. 
The family did not expect it 
My mum was very worried. 

A.M . : ·what is the condition 
now of your father and 
brother? 

H.M. : Their condition is not 
too good healthwise. Guan Eng 
has been having diarrhoea. My 
father had blood in his urine 
but that has cleared. His main 
problem now is he cannot lift 
up his right hand. The doctors 
say it is because of a condition 
called frozen shoulder - a form 
of arthritis. The · condition 
started in December - last year 
and he was hospitalised at Lhe 
Taiping General Hospital. He 
was given medication but this 
has not been effective. 

Guan Eng was warded at the 
same time for suspected ulcer 
of the stomach. There was 
blood in his stools. The doc
tors couldn't find anything 
though, but Guan Eng is still 
having his diarr.hoea. On the 
whole both of them have lost 
a lot of weight. My father has 
lost more than 30 lbs and my 
brother has lost almost 20 lbs. 

A.M . : ~y do you think they 
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have lost so much weight? 

H.M. : It must be a combina
tion of factors. The food at 
Kamunting is not too good. At 
the same rime there are wor
ries about the family, the party 

I and there is also anguish. 
Mothers being what they are, 
my mum will cook plenty of 

I food whenever she visits them 
at Kamunting. 

A.M. : How is their spirit? 

R.M. : Good. They also do 
plenty of reading. 

A.M. : Are they a!lowed free 
access to publications? 

H.M. :We bring in books and 
magazines and the camp 
authorities vet the materials 
before passing on those which 
they approve of. So far most 
of what has been brought has 
gotten through. But sometimes 
certaia portions are blacked 
out. The DAP's Rocket is not 
allowed. 

A.M . : What do you think of 
the reasons which the govern
ment has used to justify the 
detention of your father and 
brother? 

H.M. : They are not a threat 
to national security at all. They 
were just doing their jobs as 

I 
concerned citizens. Whatever 
reasons the government has 
used are not valid. They were 
just excuses. My father has 
been asked to 'recant' but there 
is nothing to recant. He is 
prepared to remain in deten
tion for the rest of his life 
rather than to ' recant'. 

But he is bearing a very great 
sacrifice and this extends to 
the whole family. V:fe are very 
closely knit. If the government 
continues to detain people for 
their political beliefs then it 
could spell the end of 
democracy in the country. 
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A.M. :How could you gauge 
public support for the ordeal 
which the whole family has 
been going through? 

H.M. : Many people have 
shown concern but human na
ture is such that people tend 
to forget. There is no public 
outcry anymore but even if 
there was you won't hear it. 
Newspapers are controlled 
Overseas response has been 
very good, especially from 
human rights groups. They 
send notes of concern and en
couragement. 

A.M. : What about notes from 
the public? 

H.M. : There are people who 
write to Kit Siang and Guan 
Eng. They also received a lot 
of cards for the Chinese New 
Year. 

A.M. : Was the family ex
pecting your father and brother 
to be released before the 
Chinese New Year? 

H.M. : No. Other people were 
expecting it but we dfd not. We 
already had made plans to visit 
them on the first day of 
Chinese New Year. We saw 
them :for l:hree hours. The nor
mal visit is usually an hour. 

A.M. : T11is is the second time 
Kit Siang has been detained. 
The first time was in 1969. As 
far as you know, how· do you 
think the conditiOf}S of treat
ment in both instances com
pare? 

H.M. : My father was much 
younger in 1969. But he would 
have been much more worried 
because we were all very 
young and my mother had to 
look after us on her own. Now 
we are all grown up. As for 
the conditions of detention I 
think they were better the first 
time. 

For instance, from what I can 
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remember, in 1969 there were 
no partitions between visiting 
'family members and detainees. 
We could hug. But now there 
is a partition and it is up to the 
discretion of the authorities to 
allow us to be together on the 
same side of the partition. 

A.M . : JJ!hat do you think is 
the real reason for the govern
ment's contin_ued detention of 
Kit Siang and Guan Eng? 

H.M. : There is only one; the 
government sees them as a 
threat to its own security, not 
that of the country. It may 
have things to hide. There may 
be a fear that my father will 
reveal more scandals. But I 
don't see why they should have 
to detain my brother who is 
still relative- ly new to 
politics. 

A.M. : JJ!hat do you think the 
ordinary member of the public 
can do to help secure the 
release of Kit Siang and Guan 
Eng? 

H.M. : Cards could be sent to 
the authorities, and the 
detain- ees. Writing to the 
newspapers could still be use
ful even if they do not report 
it. Efforts to help maintain a 
certain level of public aware
ness on the detentions would 
be important. 

A.M. : Is there anything else 
you wish to add? 

H.M. : In their particular 
kawasan there are three peopiQ 
left - my father and brother 
and someone else called Teoh 
who has been there for 13 
years. I hope the government 
will release them all and 
everyone else stiiJ inside. 

If the government believes in 
the rightfulness of the actions 
then it should have nothing to 
fear in releasing my father and 
brother. _. 

A/iran Montnly 



TECHNO LOG I 

llmu Pengetahuan, Teknologi dan 
Kualiti Hidup Manusia 

lmu dan teknologi adalah J usaha manusia dalam 
rangka realisasi kewujud

nya untuk memperoleh pen
getahuan tentang segala 
sesualu mensenai alam aan 
dirinya sendiri. Samada lD1 

baik atau tidak baik sangat 
berganlung kepada cara 
bagaimana manusia men-
gusahakan dan mengem-
bangkanny~ serta dengan 
tujuan apa ilmu dan teknofogi 
itu Oikembangkan dan 
digunakan. Memang, ilmu 
pengetahuan dan teknologi 
dimaksudkan untuk kesejan
teraan manusia. Pada dasarnya 
tidak ada ilmu atau teknologi 
yang dimaksudkan untuk 
menghancurkan manusia. 
Kalaupun ada, itu adalah 
kerana nafsu serakah manusia 
untuk menguasai dan 
melupakan asas-asas atau 
hukum-hukum yang berlaku 
di alam ini. Alam itu sendiri 
sudah ada asasnya yang 
memang tidak dapat dirobah 
dengan apa cara sekalipun. 
Kalau manusia merobahnya. 
dengan ilmu dan teknologi, 
maka perbuatan manrisia 1tu 
akan merugikan diri sendiri. 
Lalu tujuan uotuk meosejah
terahkan manusia tadi tJdak 
tercapa~, bahkan manusia 
mendenta kerana alam 
sekitaroya rosak. Alam sebagai 
ciptaan Tuhan mempunyai 
kemampuan yang terbatas 
untuk menerima peoerapan 
ilmu dan teknolo~ yang 
dihasilkan oleh manusta. Demt 
kelangsungan hidup manusia, 
keseimbangan alam perlu 
dijaga. Keseimbangan yang 
dimaksudkan di smi adalali 
keseimbangan dalam kondisi 
produkLif. 

Ertinya, kalau kita hanya 
menekankan pada keseimban
gan alam semata-mata, kiLa 
akan mendapat suatu kondisi 
produktif yang sangat rendah. 
Dengan kondisi demikian, kita 
tidak akan dapat mensejah
terakan manusia. Jadi kescim
bangan memang perlu, tetapi 
suatu keseimbangan yang tetap 
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menjamin produktiviti yang 
cukup untuk memenuhi 
kesejahteraan manusia. 

K eseimbangan juga bererti 
kemampuan alam di dalam 
meoerima dan melayani 
keperluan manusia. Kerana itu 
faktor manusia · yang 
menggunakan alam itu perlu 
dijaga agar jumlahnya masih 
dalam batas-batas kemampuan 
alam untuk menyangganya. Di 
sinilah pentingnya kita ber
bicara tentang masalah pen
gendalian penduduk melalui 
perancangan keluarga. Jadi 
perancangan keluarga tidak 
semata-mata didorong oleh 
hasrat untuk menekan atau 
membatasi jumlah penduduk, 
tetapi sangat erat kaitannya 
dengan usaha untuk menjaga 
keseimbangan tadi. 

Dalam hal penggunaan ilmu 
pengetahuan dan teknologi ini., 
muncul pertanyaan, apakah 
ada batasnya? Memang, 
penerapan ilmu dan teknologi 
ttu ada batasnya.Batas itu ter
letak pada objek di mana ilmu 
dan reknologt itu diterapkan. 
Ambil contoh misalnya pem
bajaan tanah. Tanah yang 
menerima baja secara terus
menerus, pada suatu saat akan 
mengalami apa yang 
dinamakan soil fatigueness 
(kelelahan tanah), dan tidak 
lagi dapat menerima penam
bahan baja. Akibatnya tujuan 
untuk mcningkatkan basil 
dengan membajai tanah tidak 
tercapai, malahan basil 
menurun. Hal yang sama juga 
boleh terjadi pada penggunaan 
racun serangga untuk mem
benteras seran~a perosak 
tanaman. Sampat pada batas 
tertentu serangga perosak 
memang akan mali dan 
berkurangan. Tctapi bila 
penggunaan racun serangga 
melampaui batas, serangga 
perosak tidak mati, malah ber
tambah. Hasil akan menurun 
dan kemungkinan manusia 
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pula yang terkena racun. 

Membunuh binatang harus 
punya alasan yang kuat dan 
dapat diper- tanggungjawab
kan. Dalam b~dang pertanian 
misalny~ kita membasmi 
serangga kerana ia mengancam 
sumber hidup manus1a. Tetapi 
sejauh ia tidak mengganggu 
atau mengancam hidup 
manusi~ sepatutnya kita 
biarkan ia hidup dan kembali 
kepada asas keseimbangan 
tadi. 

Hakikatnya setiap ekosistem 
organisme ada fungsinya, ada 
manfaatny~ baik bagi diri 
sendiri maupun ba&i makhluk 
lain. Tuhan menjadikan semua 
itu pasti dengan maksud-mak
sud tertentu. Cuba lihat misal
nya gunung batukapur. Dari 
segi keperluan kelihatannya 
gun~ batukapur itu tidak 
punyat fungsi apa-apa. Namun 
ternyata kemudian bahawa 
apabila gunung batukapur itu 
d1gunakan dan dihabiskan oleh 
manusia untuk pembangunan 
gedung-gedung dan rumah 
untuk didiami manusi~ ter
jadi perubahan dalam ekosis
tem. Melalui suatu proses yang 
panjang, perubahan yang ter
Jadi akan mempengaruhi 
fungsinya. Kalau manusia 
mengambil dan merobahnya 
secara berlebihan maka ia akan 
memberi kesan kepada ekosis
tem, mun~kin tidak di tempat 
itu telap• di tcmpat lain, 
mungkin bukan hari ini, tetapi 
suatu hari nanti pasti terasa 
akibatnya Inilah yang harus 
kita jaga. Jadi, sekali lagi perlu 
diperhatikan dan dijaga 
keseimbangan tadi yang men
jamin kondisi produktiviti 
yang memberi manfaat kepada 
semua ciptaan, agar ciptaan itu 
tetap terpelihara dan kualiti 
hidup manusia tetap terjamin • 

DISESUAIKAN DARIPADA 
MAJALAH BINA DARMA 
NO. 4/84. 
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ELECTION OF THE 
NEWAGONG 

A LIRAN joins all 
Malaysians in welcom

ing the election of His High
ness Sultan Az1an Shah as our 
Yang diPertuan Agong for the 
next 5 years. The election of 
His Highness is in full keep
ing with the conventions of 
our monarchichal system, par
ticularly those relating to the 
selection of candidates to the 
position of Yang diPertuan 
A gong. 

Sultan Azlan Shah brings 
with him a wealth of legal 
knowledge and international 
experience to the respon
sibilities of his present posi
tion. We are confident that 
with such accumulated assets 
and qualities, His Highness 
will fulfill his important role 
with distinction to the benefit 
of the people and our system 
of constitutional monarchy. 

7 March 1989 

Gao Teik Cbee 
Exco Member 

MEANINGLESS 
ACIUEVEMENTS 

I t is obvious that the Mini
ster of Information, Datuk 

Mohamad. Rahmat, is deter-
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ALIRAN PUBLICATIONS 
lookt In Engllth 

• REFLECTIONS ON THE ~YSIAN 
CONSTITUTION- 112.20 U 

- A compllttion of PIP'f1 pr .. ntad It a ConferttiCI on "Reflections on tht 
Mtltylitn Conttltutlon: 30 Yt~n After Merdelcl.'' The topiCI eddreMd Include 
tht Historlcel Btclcground, tht Role of the Monarchy, tht Rolt of the Judlcltry, 
the .Role of the Parliament, the Rolt of the EIIIICUtlva, Stat. and Ftdaral 
Ralttlont, the Rult of Law, Fundamtntll Ubertitl, tht Ethnic Dlmtntlon tnd 
lllam in tht Connltutlon. ' 

• FREEDOM IN FETTERS- 110.20 0 
Comprehentlw study.of tht stttt of democracy In Maltysia. C.als with tll the 
major ltws and lnstltutlont ...t.Yint to an undltltandino of democi'ICV in 
Mtltyail. It extmlnll til tht mtlor trends and dawlopmenta which htw 
lnflutnotd the prac:tlce of democreey in Mtltysia. 

• DIALOGUE ON DEMOCRACY- 83.20 0 
Collection of lj)IICihee mede by leaden of Ylrfoua polltlctl partl• and public 
lnttreat socletl11 In connactlon with the Third Dlalooue of Concern · un 
Parliementtry Otmoc:racy. 

• WE SHALL OVEJ'COME-.J.ONOI OF 
OF HUMANITY- 14.20 U 

A rich and veried collection of songs dealing with reality, hope, frttdom,J~tice, 
unity, paace and cotfll*llon. 

• THEAN TEIK: THE OTHER SlOE OF 
DEVELOPMENT- 83.20 0 . 

Oiacu- tht Thetn T eik Eria1ll dispute objec:tlvely. raising the question. 
"Dewlopmant for whom?" 

• ARMI RACE: HUMANITY IN CRISIS - 15.20 0 
Reflects ~ common humanitarian :viewpoint on the awful realities of modern 
warfare lind attempts to consider tile tnlntfonnatlon of man and society • the 
means to .... achieving a worldwide.,._, 

• CORRUPTION - M.20 0 
An uslly readable, informative and allllyticll collection of P1Ptf1 on Ylriou~ 

· aspects of "'is social scourge presented by AI iran officltll and ou-t speakers tt 
an Aliran ~lnar on Corruption. 

Boolclln + Mtltvsit 
• 5 PERsOALAN -13.70 0 
Aptkth 45\1 Tenggara Selamat? Mengepe TerdtAit Kemiskintn Dalem 
Mnyaraktt Kitt? Aptkth • Dii Kebudaytan Nalonat? Mtngap~ Adtnya 
Kekuranoan Rumah? Menppa Wujudnya PollristSi Kaum7 Dapatktn Jaw-ptn· 
nyt daltm biJku inl. 

e ISA DAN KESELAMATAN NEGARA -$5.20 r;) 
Buku ini membicerilktn undang-undtng ISA. Ia mema~rkan tenting ketldak
ldiltnnye, tal\ttno kazalimannya. Ia cuba membll'i gamberan . 111ntang IPI 
sebenamya yeno berlaku pada bultn Oktober 1987 bila leblh 100 orang 
dittngkap di t.wah ISA. 

• PANDANGAN AU RAN - $10.20 0 
Menilai persoelan.peraoalin masvaraktt secere krltia dan r•ional. Mengklji 
penyakit masveraklt sepertl mueh, perkauman, kemlsklnan dan penindasan. 
Mengandungl pendapat. enelise, ctdengan dan komen Aliran tentang isu·isu 
semtA yang i-rang tersiar di akhber .. khber tempttan. 

• CABARAN-CABARAN SEMASA- $7.20 0 
Suatu kajim yang mendlllam tenttng Cabaran-ceberan yang kite htdapl dalem 
bidang dtmokras1, ekonomi, kemasyarakatan, pendidikan, kemanusiatn, hak 
tAsi manusia dan hal-ehwal antarabengaa. _________________ .. 

'lndictti number ordered in box. next to title. 

Heme: Mr/Mrt/M. ........................................... ............................................................ .. 

Add ... : ...................................................................................................................... .. 

I --mo,.v o....,./poshl Ofderfeheque no ............................................................. . 
diad .................................. for the sum of .................................................................. . 

• PI- include $0.50 for bank commh;slon for ooutetion cheques. 
•. Fe>< lcte~~l ordert, prkes quoftd ,,. i"!'luti)le of~· 
• Foro- orde,., pri'* quoted in USS witl! ~of to•l order fe>< ourl- ,.;, 

•nd 100'koof total order fot einneil. 
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mined to ensure that the na
tional ~ag at Angkasapuri gets 
into the Guiness Book of World 
Records. The Ministry is going 
to spend another 10,000 
ringgit to enlarge t..bc flag by 
another 100 metres so that it 
will win a place in the Guiness 
Book. 

It is a pity that the Minister 
of Information is obsessed 
with such meaningless ac-
tivities. National leaders 
should not dissipate their 
energies on endeavours of this 
sort. lt is.. a waste of time and 
money. 

The thousands and thousands 
of ringgit spent on the 
Angkasapuri flag and other 
similar activities like staging 
the biggest National Day 
parade or creating the largest 
Orchestra in the world, 
amount to nothing less than 
rampant squandering of public 
funds. A couple of years ago, 
a Minister even organized a 
coconut tree climbing contest 
to get into the Guiness Book 
of Records. It is rumoured that 
the government is now think
ing of erecting the tallest flag
pole in the world, somewhere 
in the Selangor Club padang 
area. 

This obsession to get into the 
Guiness Book may well be 
symptomatic of some national 
inferiority complex. It may be 
part . of that same complex 
which has seen our country 
lobby bard to gain the 
presidency of the 1nternation
al nlicit Drug Trafficking 
Conference or to obtain a seat 
in the United Nations Security 
Council. Our national leader
ship seems to be banlcering 
for a name in international 
circles. It seems to be so keen 
on project- ing an internation
al image. 
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If we want a good name in
ternationally then let us work 
hard to overcome poverty, 
eradicate corruption and en
.hance human rights. Activities 
of this sort will not only earn 
us a good name but more im
portant, will benefit the 
rakyat. 

Dr Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

10 March 1989 

The above statement haa not 
appeared in any daily - Editor 

IN-HOUSE UNIONS 
AND THE 

ELECTRONICS 
INDUSTRY 

A LIRAN regrets that the 
Minister of Labour is 

going ahead with the second 
reading of an amendment to a 
labour law which will compel 
electronics workers to join in
house unions. 

As stated many times before, 
in-house unions tend to keep 
labour fragmented. Unless 
there is a larger, more or
ganised, more cohesive move
ment of workers within the 

1 electronics industry, there is 
every likelihood that arbitrary 
retrenchments, forced dis
missals, different wages for 
Lhe same sort of job and the 
subtle exploitation of labour 
will continue. 

In order to safe~ard the in
terest of labour, in order to 
protect their own interests, 
electronics workers more 
than anyone else - need a 
single union. 

The Multi-National Cor-
porations which manage most 
of the electronics factories in 
various parts of the country 
want in- house unions for an 
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obvious reason. They want to 
continue to manipulate 
electronics workers for their 
own benefit. They would be 
very happy if in-house unions 
are formed for these unions 
will behave like recreation 
clubs. 

The Ministry of Labour 
sho.uld not acquiesce with this 
foreign exploitation of 
Malaysian labour. ALIRAN 
urges the Ministry to withdraw 
the in-house Union Bill im
mediately. It should allow an·d 
encourage a single electronics 
workers union to be estab
lished. 

Executive Committee 

10 March 1989 

DATUK SHAHRIR- NO 
CREDIBILITY! 

D atuk Shahrir Abdul Samad the 
Member of Parliament for 

Johor Baru is trying desperately to 
get into UMNO Baru. In the process 
he has lost a lot of credibility both 
with the voters of Johor Baru and 
the populace as a whole. 

Datuk Shahrir has lost credi
bility because he has betrayed the 
manifesto on_ which he -was re
elected to the Johor Baru parlia
mentary constituency on 25 August 
1988. In his manifesto he pledged 
to fight for an independent 
Judiciary and a free press. He called 
for respect for pu_blic opinion and 
greater freedom for public interest 
societies. He criticised amendments 
to the Police Act, the Publications 
Act and the Internal Security Act 
{ISA). 

The amendments are still there. 
Public interest societies are still as 
fettered as ever. The press is as 
controlled as it was on 25 August 
1988. The Judiciary has not regain
ed its independence. If anything, it 
has become quite servile. In short, 
all the fundamental issues which 
Datuk Shahrir raised in his election 
campaign remain serious challenges 
facing the nation. 

Of course, since the Barisan's 
defeat in the Johor Baru by
election, the1.'e have been some 
cosmetic changes designed to win 
back support for the Mahathir 
leadership. The Mahathir leadership 

33 

appears to be less arrogant, less 
abrasive compared to what it was 
before the by-election. But this 
slight change in the style of polit ics 
has not affected the substance of 
policies . 

In other words, authoritarianism 
is very much alive today. Datuk 
Shahm waa elected by the people 
to help check authoritarianism. 
True, his election sent a clear 'anti
authoritarianism' message to Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad. But for that 
message to be effective, Datuk 
Shahrir should have continued the 
struggle from outside UMNO Baru. 
By joining the very organization 
and the very leadership responsible 
for the present authoritarianism, 
Datuk Shahrir has exposed himself 
as a politician without principles. 

Like his political mentor, Datuk 
Musa Hitam, who has also switched 
sides in a most unscrupulous 
manner, Datuk Shahrir has revealed 
how opportu.niatic Malaysian politi
cians can be. Datuk Shahrir and 
Datuk Musa are politicians without 
any firm commitment to the ideals 
which they pretend to espouse 
from time to time. Their loyalty is 
basically to themselves. The Malay
sian public would do well to reject 
politicians of this kind. 

The Executive Committee 
18 March 1989 

The above statement has not 
appeared in any daily - Editor 

WHY IS GHAFAR NOT THE 
ACfiNG PRIME MINISTER? 

A LffiAN is puzzled why 
Deputy Prime Minister, Encik 

Abdul Ghafar Baba has not been 
designated Acting Prime Minister 
though the Prime Minister is over
seas on annual leave. Before this, 
the Prime Minister was on sick leave 
and yet Encik Ghafar was not made 
Acting Prime Minister. 

It should be observed in this 
connection that since becoming 
Deputy Prime Minister in mid 1986 
Encik Ghafar has not been de· 
signated Acting Prime Minister even 
though be has acted informally for 
the Prime Minister on several 
occasions. In the latter part of last 
year · for instance, Encik Ghafar 
carried out the c!uties of the Prime 
Minister conscientiously when the 
latter was away in Britain and the 
United States for more than a 
month. 

In the past whenever the Prime 
Minister was abroad or on sick leave 
the Deputy Prime Minister would 

continued on page 35 
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Islam, is described disparag
ingly as "an enonnous black 
monstel'. The Prophet's wives 
are "reincamated' in the form of 
the "whores of the curtain" 
( ka'abah) and their activities 
are then given an obscene, 
vulgar twist. 

It is not just Muslim 
theologians, intellectuals, 
politicians and administrators 
who have condemned the 
book. The Catholic Bishop of 
New York felt that the Satanic 
Verses was insulting and insen
sitive to Muslims. A Protestant 
Bishop in England expressed 
similar sentiments. It is sig
nificant that the Chief Rabbi 
of Britain, who is a Member 
of the House of Lords was also 
critical of Salman's diabolical 
noveL A couple of Hindu 
scholars in India thought that 
the book was sacrilegious from 
a Muslim point of view. 

In fact, the Satanic Verses 
should not have been 
published at alL This was the 
advice given by the Indian 
editorial adviser to Penguin, 
the publisher of the book. 
Khushwant Singh, a Sikh by 
faith," and one of India's most 
highly respected journalists, 
told Penguin "that the Prophet 
had been made to be a small-time 
imposter in the novel and that if 
the author could not see that the 
work would cause trouble he was 
out of touch with the Indian 
reality." lt is a pity that his ad
vice was ignored, 

The views of Khushwant and 
a number of other non-Mus
lims in both the East and the 
West go to show that it is 
wrong to see the Satanic Verses 
controversy as a battle be
tween Islam, on the one hand, 
and the West and the non
Musli.ms on the other. This is 
bow certain elements in the 
Muslim world have tried to 
depict the controversy. 

There are a lot of non-Mus
lims who are unhappy with a 

Vol 9:3 

Ill - i 1 s 
book like The Satanic Verses be
cause they know that freedom 
of expression does not mean 
the freedom to blaspheme, the 
freedom to spread calumny. 
The right to free speecli should 
not be used - or rather abused 
- to propagate malicious lies, 
to pour filth upon the faith of 
a people. This is one instance 
that underscores the impor
tance of exercising freedom 
with responsibility. Freedom, 
like other rights, should be 
guided by eternal sp~tual 
values such as troth and 
honesty. A writer who is in
clined to fantasize, however 
talented he may be, does not 
have the right to be irrespon
sible! This is something that 
certain sections of the Western 
media have failed to under
stand. 

The way Salman Rushdie has 
abused his freedom and his 
talent is, in a sense, a reflec
tion of that trend towards 
rendering every~ thing in life 
profane which has gained 
strength within certain circles 
in the West. There is no notion 
of sacredness anymore. Ir
reverence has crept into fami
ly ties to such an extent that 
any call to respect parents or 
elders is treated with con
tempt. The defilement of na
ture, the abuse of man's physi
cal environment, is part of the 
same profaneness. At the root 
of this profaneness within the 
family and towards nature is 
the desecration of God. When 
we are no longer capable of 
showing rev~rence towards the 
Divine, we begin to heap scorn 
upon prophets and ~ 
upon sacred texts and holy 
scriptures. We have no qualms 
about using that four-letter 
word when talking of Christ. 
We have no compunc- tions 
about posing in a bikini beside 
a statue of the Buddha. 

Seen from this larger 
perspective a perspective 
which emphasises the sacred 
core of human existence - 1M 
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Satanic Verses is a pathetic at
tempt to dirty life itself. Be
cause it IS an act <;~f sacrilege, 
Muslims in Britain did the 
right thing in trying to take 
Salman, the publisher and the 
distributor of the book t"<> I 
Court. Though the law on ~ 
blasphemy in Britain is con- • 
fined to the Anglican faith, a 
magistrate's court will now 
hear the petition against The 
Satanic Verses. As Britain be
comes more and more of a 
multi-religious society, its 
laws should encompass the in
terests of its diverse populace. 

Apart from court action, 
Muslim groups should have 
also prepared a rational criti
que of the book and compelled 
Penguin to publish it. All the 
mischievous · distortions and 
the invidious msmua- tions 
could have been exposed. Even 
the ulterior motives of the 
author which are not difficult 
to fathom could have been laid 
bare. 

This would have been a bet
ter approach to adopt than 
burning the book or agitating 
for its banning. Burning a 
book, as someone once said, is 
the best form of review. 
Similarly, everytime a book is 
banned its popularity soars to 
the skies. 

What is really despicable, 
however, is threatening to kill 
the author! Killing Salman 
Rushdie will not eliminate the 
desire among others to achieve 
fame and fortune by commit
ting sacrilege against this or 
that religion. The murder of 
Salman will not restore respect 
for the sacred among those 
who defile God and man. It 
will not promote a truthful, 
sincere attitude towards Islam 
amongst those in the West or 
the East who have not ceased 
to malign the religion. 

On the contrary, killing Sal
man will only increase tho 
hatred and antagonism 
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towards Islam. It will lend 
credence to the fallacious view 
that Islam advocates violence, 
that it will not hesitate to ex
terminate its critics. Worse, 
those who are spiteful of Islam 
wiU conclude - wrongly - that 
the religion lacks the ballast to 
witbstand the assault of a 
single blasphemous work. 

If anything, the threat to kill 
Salman has served to enhance 
his standing, strengthen his 
image, in certain circles. Sal
man does not deserve to be
come a hero. It is indeed ironi
cal that the man who is making 
Salman a hero of sorts is 
Ayatollah Khomeini himself. 
For it was he who first ordered 
that the author of The Satanic 
Verses should be killed and of
fered a cash reward to anyone 
who would carry out his com
mand. 

Besides, how can one order 
the killing of an individual 
who has blasphemed Islam 
when we are advised in the 
Quran to conduct discourse, in 
a rational manner, even with 
those who repudiate God or 
associate God wilb other 
partners? Associating God 
with other partners - Sltirik -
is, in a sense, the ultimate sin 
in Islam. 

It has, of course, been argued 
that Salman is an apostate and 
should therefore be put to 
death. This again is wrong 
from a Quranic standpoint. 
The Quran does not prescribe 
capilal punish- ment for the 
apostate. It is said for instance 
in the Holy Book, "0 mankind, 
tlze Tnttlt lias indeed come to you 
from your Lord. Thim wftoso fol
lows the guidance, follows it only 
for the good of his self, and whoso 
errs does so only to his own detri
ment. I am not appointed a keeper 
over you. • (10: 109) 

What this means is that Sal
man Rushdie has erred to his 
own detriment. We have every 
right to criticise and condemn 
him. More than that, we have 
a duty to show him how he has 

erred and if possible, bring 
biJ;n back to the straight path. 
But no one - and certainly not 
Khomeini - has the right to 
put him to death. 

On this issue, it is not 
Khomeini that represents the 
genuine spirit of Islam. The 
pronouncements of Professor 
Seyyed Hussein Nasr of Geor
getown University in 
Washington D.C. and Dr Zaki 
Badawi, Chairman of the 
Mosques Committee of Britain 
reflect the compassion and 
justice which is the essence of 
Islam. Both of them have con
demned The Satanic Verses in 

unequivocal terms but they 
have also criticised vehement
ly the order to kill the author. 

The future of Islam - and the 
future of the other great 
religions too depends on 
whether such rational, 
balanced thinking can retain 
the allegiance of the faithful, 
in the midst of all the pres
sures from different types of 
fanaticism. For in the ultimate 
analysis, Salman Rushdie rep
resents a certain form of 
fanaticism against Islam just as 
Ayatollah Khomeini repre
sents fanaticism of a certain 
kind within Islam. e 
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Ghafar Baba: not designated acting PM. 

take over as Acting Prime Minister. 
This was the case during the Prime 
Ministership of Tunku Abdul 
Rahman, Tun Abdul Razak and 
Tun Hussein Otm. Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad continued with 
this practice when Datuk Musa 
Hitam was the Deputy Prime 
Minister. Datuk Musa who was 
Deputy Prime Minister from July 
1981 to Febru:uy 1986 was de
signated 'Acting Prime Minister' on 
at least 18 occasions. Why has 
Ghafar b een denied th is allegation? 

Does Dr Mahathir 's unwilling
ness to designate Ghafar as Acting 
Prime Minister indicate that Dr 
Mahathir has become inc;reasingly 

insecure about his own position? 
Does his attitude reveal a growing 
obsession with the accumulation 
and concentration of power in his 
own person? 

When simple· but important 
procedures and practices can be set 
aside so easily because of the way a 
particular individual perceives his 
power, it is apparent that the 
nation is heading towards trouble. 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

22 March 1989 

The above statement bas not 
appeared in any daily - Editor 



To Kill or Not to Ki II? 

THE SATANIC VERSES 
over The Satanic 

Verses bas yet to subside. 
CHANDRA MUZAFFAR says 
we have every right to con
demn the author but no one, 
and certainly not Khomeini, 
has the right to kill him. 

Muslims are angry with Sal
man Rushdie's The Satanic Ver
ses. Their anger .is jll$tified. 
The book is blasphemous. It 
mocks their religion. It insultS 
their faith. It ridicule-s their 
sacral personalities. 

~ ~ Yma dQQ tliis .. 
•hMlUib tho ~~d 
guise of fiction and faatasy. 
But througb Ole veil some of 
the contours of ovents and iB
cidenSs in Islamic history are 
only too visible. Events 
however have been distorted 
and incidents. llave been con
cocted to suit the author's vile 
imagination. 

The Prophet Ibrahim 
(Abraham) is alleged to have 
abandoned his wife and son in 
the wilderness and is described 
as 'the bustard'. Salman talks of 
a Prophet Mahound - an ob
vious reference to the Prophet 
Muhammad (May the peace 
and blessings of God be upon 
him) - who is presented as an 
unscrupulous manipulator. 
Mahound, incidentally, was 
the name used in certain 
circles within medieval Chris
tianity to depict a false 
prophet, a sort of devil-god. 

Salman Rusbdie then goes on 
lo denigrate some of the 
Prophet Muhammad's com
panions. One of them is called 
a 'bum' while BilaJ, the slave 
that the Prophet freed, one of 
the noblest characters in early 
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Salman Rushdie has abused his freedom 


