


30YEARS 
OF ERDEKA 

What it rreans to the rakyat 

• Thirty years of independence has brought about tremendous change for Malaysians, not all of which 
has been positive says CHANDRA MUZAFFAR in calling for the evolution of a third alternative 
for real change. 

I 
f a balance-slieet is prepared on our 
30 years as an independent nation, 
the credit side would show a certain 
degree of economic and social deve
lopment, some transformation within 

the Burniputra community especially in 
relation to specific groups and classes, 
continuous political stability, a fettered 
democracy of sorts, the growth of a com
mon language of communication - Bahasa 
Malaysia - among the young in parti
cular, growing consciousness of the 
worth of our own religions and cultures 
instead of merely using the West as the 
ultimate standard of civilisation, and 
a non-aligned foreign policy. 

The debit side, however would show 
persistence of absolute poverty and an 
ever widening gap between the rich and 
the poor, massive unemployment and 
huge external debts in the midst of a 
serious economic recession, economic 
and technological dependence upon the 
international capltalist system, increasing 
corruption especially at the higher 
levels of society, the decline of ethics 
and morality in almost all spheres of 
society, growing crime rates and acts 
of violence resulting m a loss of the sense 
of personal security, increasing executive 
dominance and various curbs upon 
democratic articulation and mobilisation, 
serious ethnic polarisation , growing 

religious intolerance and bigotry, decline 
of hope and faith in the future within 
a significant segment of the populace. 

Seen from the debit side of the 
balance-sheet, it is obvious that our 
nation is on the decline. The national 
leadership is better placed than anyone 
else to arrest this trend. To do this, 
it must have both political will and 
integrity. This does not seem to be 
present. Instead of committing itself 
totally to the well-being of the people, 
the leadership appears to be obsessed 
with self-preservation at all costs. 

Even if another leadership from 
within the same elite stratum takes over, 
it is unlikely that there will be any 

... A growing consciousness of the worth of our 
cultures. 
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fundamental change. For the existing 
laws and policies, and the values and 
beliefs accompanying them, are all 
geared towards the creation of an acquisi
tive, materialistic society that worships 
wealth and power. Such a social system 
cannot eradicate the root causes of 
either corruption or authoritarianism 
or ethnic polarisation. 

Given this situation, those who desire 
change have no choice but to turn to 
the people. Through democratic action 
preceded by social awareness the people 
must strive with courage and deter
mination to create a more just and 
humane society. There are, of course, 
hundreds of thousands of Malaysians, 
both Malays and non-Malays, who would 
like to see change. Unfortunately Malays 
and non-Malays who are inclined this 
way, operate from different ethnic 
platforms. ln certain respects, they 
advocate positions which arc irrecon
cilable. Many Malays who want change 
for instance aspire to establish an Islamic 
State. 

Many non-Malays, on the other hand, 
visualise a 'Malaysian Malaysia' type of 
society. The essence of the 'Malaysian 
Malaysia' idea is political equality among 
all the communities while in an Islamic 
State there is bound to be political 
inequality between Muslims and non
Muslims. The 'Malaysian Malaysia' advo
cates believe in a secular state which is, 
conceptually, the antithesis of an Islamic 
State. It is obvious that these two groups 
cannot work together. Neither group can 
come to power on its own for the vast 
majority of non-Malays will not support 
an Islamic State just as the vast majority 

... A common language of communication. 

of Malays will remain opposed to the 
'Malaysian Malaysia' concept. 

This is why those who are yearning 
for change must, as a matter of urgent 
necessity, work towards the evolution 
of a third alternative. It must be an 
alternative that is acceptable to a signifi
cant segment of both the Malay and non
Malay communities. This is what Aliran 
has been trying to do over the last I 0 
years. Though we have not had as much 
success as we would like, we have 
managed nonetheless to bring to the 
fore a small group of Malays and non
Malays who are genuinely multi-ethnic. 
The Malays in our group understand 
the non-Malay desire· for justice and 
fairness. Similarly, the non-Malays in 
our group understand the Malay historical 
background of the country, the stat).Js 
of Malay as the primary language of the 
nation and the position of Islam as the 
main religion in our society. It is because 
there is concord on the ethnic funda
mentals challenging our nation, that 
Aliran has been able to sustain its multi
ethnic character in spite of all the pulls 
and pressures found in a communally
divided society like ours. 

In the last one year or so, we have 
discovered that more and more middle
class Malays are gravitating towards 
the multi-ethnic philosophy that Aliran 
espouses. A huge portion of middle
class non-Malays have always supported 
Aliran. These middle-dass Malays, like 
their non-Malay counterparts, are 
concerned about the economic situation, 
corruption, human rights, ethnic polari
sation and religious extremism. They 
are also quite critical of the quality of 

the nation's leadership. 
This nascent multi-ethnic conscious

ness should be given a chance to grow 
and develop. It is so vital for the future 
of this dear land of ours. Aliran hopes 
that more and more Malaysians will 
help to strengthen this consciousness. 
It is not a question of joining Aliran 
formally. It does not matter whether 
one joins Aliran or not. What matters 
is whether this mulli~tlu1ic bud will 
be allowed to blossom into a full flower. 
What is really urgent is the creation of 
social and political conditions which 
will facilitate the growth of this multi
ethnic consciousness. 

It is because of our commitment to 
this multi-ethnic consciousness that we 
are now putting forward certain proposals, 
which we hope will have the support 
of the Malaysian public. The first 
proposal is similar to what has been 
suggested recently by His Royal Highness 
the Sultan of Perak. Uke His Royal 
Highness, Aliran is of the view that the 
spirit of the Rukunegara should be 
incorporated into the Constitution. The 
Rukunegara should, in fact, become 
the preamble to our Constitution. 

As a preamble it would be a constant 
reminder to the Government and the 
people of the overriding goal of our 
nation - the goal of creating a just, 
democratic, united, liberal and pro
gressive society. Since the pursuit of this 
goal, according to the Rukunegara, 
would be based upon certain principles, 
the most important of which is the belief 
in God, the Government and the people 
would again be reminded that there 
is a spiritual, ethnical and moral founda
tion to the life of our nation . 

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN: Persistence of poverty and massive 
unemployment. 
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A whole nation can be in 
serious jeopardY because 
individuals in powerful 
positions are pre~ared to 
trade their integrity. 

The Rukunegara is most appropriate 
as a preamble to the nation's Constitu
tion. For it contains ethical values which 
while acceptable to nearly every religious 
community in the country, are also 
transcendental and ail-embracing. This is 
why they are capable of serving as over
arching values, relevant to each group 
and yet neutral. This is what is needed 
in a multi -ethnic society. Besides, the 
Rukunegara was formulated by leading 
individuals from <"Ill the communities 
in the true spirit of democratic dis
cussion. It was a product of genuine 
consensus. At a time when the nation 
is so badly divided along communal 
lines, the very act of making the Ruku
negara the preamble to the Constitution 
would help to draw the conununities 
together again through shared values 
and a shared vision. 

Our second proposal echoes an idea 
that the Tunku is responsible for. Out 

documents. Certain qualifications and 
restrictions which emasculate some of the 
existing liberties in the Constitution 
should be reviewed with the aim of 
giving greater protection to the rights 
of the individual. 

More than that, the economic and 
social rights of the citizen should be 
spelt out in detail. It is a pity that our 
present Constitution does not even 
mention the economic and social rights 
of the individual and ·his community. 
Tt is imperative that these rights are 
enshrined in our Constitution so that 
the deprived and the downtrodden 
would be able to demand what is legiti
mately theirs. ln more specific terms, 
what this means is that the right to food 
and shelter, the right to employment 
and job security and the right to basic 
am~uitk:s woulU b~ provided fot by the 
Constitution. 

Our fourth proposal is linked to the 

It ·s the right of ev!ry 1
• t xpect h1s cit1zen o e be honest 

Government to 
and upright. 

of his deep concern for the well-being 
of the ordinary citizen, ·the Tunku 
suggested a few weeks ago that a Special 
Tribunal be established comprising the 
Rulers which would have the powers to 
try any one of them for alleged crimes. 
There is a lot of merit in the Tunku's 
proposal for it would give real meaning 
to one of the crucial concepts in a consti-

. tutional democracy: that everyone is 
equal before the law. 

Our third proposal is related to the 
fundamental liberties contained in the 
Constitution. These liberties should be 
extended and expanded to include all 
the political, civil and cultural rights 
contained in various United Nations' 

challenge posed by growing concentration 
of power in the hands of the Executive. 
Executive dominance has become deeply 
entrenched in the Constitution. There 
are va.rious ArtiCles in the Constitution 
- like Article 150 for instance - which 
endow the Executive with total supre
macy. This goes against the concept of 
checks and balances which is integral 
to a Parliamentary Democracy. This is 
why Aliran would like to see a compre
hensive review of executive power in 
the Constitution and how it can be 
minimised. 

The fifth and final proposal concerns 
something which has not featured in 
any human rights document or any 
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The individual and his community: their 
economic and social rights must be 
enshrimed in our Constitution 

State Constitution. It is what we shall 
call, the right to honest Government. 
It is the right of every citizen to expect 
his Government to be honest and 
upright. 

There is no denying that this right is 
as, if not more, important than any other 
human right - except perhaps the right 
to life. It is a right that must be asserted 
because the lack of honesty and integrity 
within the government is perhaps our 
greatest problem. If the citizen's right 
to honest Government is transgressed, 
it is not just one individual but the 
entire community that pays the price. 
As our unending series of financial 
scandals have shown, the future of a 
whole nation can be in serious jeopardy 
because individuals in powerful positions 
are prepared to trade their integrity. 
Indeed, the consequent loss of billions 
of ringgit invariably results in the denial 
or loss of other basic rights particularly in 
the economic and social spheres. This is 
why Aliran is convinced that if there is 
any one right that has to be incorporated 
into the Malaysian Constitution, it is 
the right to honest govemment. Together 
with this right to honest Government, 
Aliran proposes an amendment to the 
Constitution which will enable the 
establishment of an idcpendent Anti
Corruption Agency. The Agency should 
have the status and some of the privileges 
accorded to the Judiciary in the Consti
tution. The Director-General of the 
Agency, for instance, would be directly 
responsible to Parliament and not to 
the Executive. 

All the rights that we have discussed, 
it must be emphasised, should be 
enshrined in the Constitution in such 
a manner that they cannot be amended 
or abridged, or worse, deleted. These 
rights should be regarded as inviolable 
and sacrosanct. No Executive, no Parlia
ment, no Judiciary would be able to 
tamper with them e 
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FREEDOM OF WORSHIP 

A postasy - I had to look it up in the 
dictionary and it read 'abandonment 

of one's religion'. Heavy words to a 
religious zealot, blasphemous to a bigot 
and meaningless to me, a non-believer. 

Newspaper reports of the Kedah 
Islamic Council making apostasy a 
severely punishable offence for Muslims 
made me feel despair and frustration 
right down to the marrow. What comes 
to mind is one of the tenets enshrined 
in the Constitution - freedom of 
worship, etc. The contradiction just 
blows my mind. 

The first question that arises is -why 
are the powers that be so unsure of the 
faith of their flock? If you have to put 
the fear of God (actually the fear of the 
'whip' or worse) into would-be apostates 
just to coerce them to keep their faith, 
then I think you have missed the whole 
point of religion. 

And what do you think such a move 
will do to promote racial harmony 
and religious coexistence in our multi
racial, multi-religious society? Even 
'religious tolerance' is a term I view 
with disgust. Why not 'religious respect'? 
Religious tolerance actually says "I really 
don't like your beliefs but I will be 
condescending and let you live". Respect 
is what is needed. My mother, who 
raised me to respect all religions, never 
fails to lift her hands or bow her head 
in prayer whenever she is in the vicinity 
of any place of worship; be it a temple, 
church or mosque. I believe she would 
do the same if she were near a synagogue. 
That is respect. You have to give it before 
you actually earn it. 

The laws that make it impossible for 
a non-Muslim to marry a Muslim and 
not have to convert also make a mockery 
of 'freedom of worship' and keeping 
one's own beliefs. This does not help 
racial harmony and religious coexistence 
too. Why the irrational fear of losing 
one's faith and wanting to impose one's 
beliefs upon others? 

Religious zeal is fine, but bigotry isn't. 

Universal Man 
Kuala Lumpur 

PUNISHING THE SMALL 
FRY 

I wis~ to refer to the front page story 
wh1ch appeared in the Star of 17th 

July entitled "Forged ICs: Two officers 
sent to Jerjak" 

According to the story, two middle
ranked officers from the National Regis
tration Department and five civilians 
have been sent to Pulau Jerjak for two 
years for forging identity cards for 
local and foreign non-citizens. 

When Members of Parliament from 
the Opposition raised in the Dewan 
Rakyat the question of illegal issue of 
identity cards to unauthorised persons 
some time last year, the Government 
denied any knowledge of it; nor did 
it carry out any serious investigations. 
It took the British Government to expose 
the issue of Malaysian International 
Passports to Sri Lankans, before the 
Home Ministry decided to order investi
gation of the forgeries. 

The Star story goes on to quote the 
Deputy Home Minister, Datuk Me gat 
Junid Megat Ayub as having said: "One 
of them (the detainees) admitted to me 
that he had earned $190,000 and that 
he had charged $20,000 for every IC he 
forged. Five civilians also admitted to 
me that they were involved directly 
in forging ICs ". 

What intrigues me is why the Attorney 
General did not charge them in court, 
in spite of their confessions, and resorted 
to the easy way ou! by sending the 
culprits to Pulau Jerjak by invoking the 
Emergency (Public Order and Prevention 
of Crime Ordinance) 1969? 

Is it because the Attorney General 
does not have enough evidence to charge 
them in the court? Or is it because names 
of some important or prominent or well
placed personalities would be exposed 
during the course of the trial? I am rather 
tempted to ask this question, because 
only MIDDLE-RANKERS (presumably 
clerks) from the National Registration 
Department were caught and because 
it was unlikely that they would have 
had easy access to blank ICs and other 
apparatus that are necessary for pro
cessing them. 
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I hope our outspoken Deputy Home 
Minister would be kind enough to clarify 
why the culprits were not charged in 
Court, as the public have a right to be 
informed of it rather than telling them: 
"We are very serious about this and will 
not hesitate to take action against these 
people ..... " 

K George 
Klang 

MALAYSIA ENRICHES SOUTF 
AFRICA 

Rothmans Malaysia made post
taxation profit of $48,239,000 

according to the audited results for the 
year ended 30-6-87. At least 50% is 
owned by Rothmans International of 
London, which in turn is 26.1% owned 
by Anton Rupert, a South African 
Jewish millionaire through his nominee 
companies. Thus from the profits made 
by Rothmans, Malaysia would be 
supporting South African interests. This 
is an added reason for smokers to stop 
smoking, not only for the sake of his 
own health, but also to stop sending 
money to South Africa. 

Although Rothmans Malaysia's 1987 
post taxation profits went up by 8.7% 
from the previous year, this is a drop 
from the 15.2% increase as compared to 
1985. The increase in turnover of 13.0% 
is also a drop from the previous year's 
increase of 17 .6%. 

Although the Deputy Minister of 
Trade and Industry, Dato Kok Wee Kiat 
denied that there was a South African 
interest in Rothmans in Parliament 
last year, the Ministry had since admitted 
that there is such a link. This was stated 
by the Parliamentary Secretary, YB Encik 
N Pandithan, in reply to a query by 
Chariman of ASH in Kuala Lumpur 
recently. 

DrS K Teoh, PMP 
Chairman 

ASH Committee 
Malaysian Medical Association 

THE CONTROVERSIAL 
CONSTITUTION! 

I just can't .understand how a simple 
call to revtew the constitution could 

become such a controversial issue. In any 
~ase why should it become a controversial 
Issue? 

It has been suggested that it would be 
the end of democracy in this country 



if the constitution is amended. Why 
should this be so? 

Did the proponents of the review 
suggest that Parliament be abrogated? 
Did they demand that civil liberties be 
suspended? Did they call for the abolition 
of General Elections? 

It has been stated that if the consti
tution is amended, the Special Privileges 
of the Bumiputras, the position of 
the Monarchy, the official religion 
and the national language of this country 
will be affected. How could this ever 
happen? 

Aren't all these issues entrenched 
beyond the purview of review or debate? 

Isn't it true that anybody questioning 
these issues can be and should be prose
cuted under the Sedition Act? How come 
no one has been charged under this 
Act yet? 

It has been said that it is not a reason 
enough to review the constitution just 
because we are 30 years old as an 
independent nation. Fair enough! But 
should that be reason enough not to 
review it at all? 

Does it matter when the review is 
undertaken? Should any review be 
time-barred? 

But the point is why are these issues 
being raised to counter the call for the 
review of the constitution? 

What is the motive in distorting the 
issue? The call for the review of the 
constitution seems to have triggered 
off an alarm. I wonder why? 

Wondering Citizen 
Penang 

POLITICAL GARBAGE 

0 f late we have been bombarded 
with the foolish talk that non

politicians have no rights whatsoever 
to comment on issues deemed as 
political. 

I am bothered by this question: 
What is political? 

As I perceive it, there is no such thing 
as political. All issues are social and they 
concern every citizen . 

Ignorant politicians will insist in 
separating and labelling certain issues 
as political. We should never give in to 
this narrow interpretation. Otherwise, 
even garbage collection can be turned 
into a political issue and citizens will 
be forced to put up with its stink with
out a comment because it has now 
become a political issue. What utter 
rubbish! 

When politicians formulate policies 
only for politicians that is the day that 
politicians can tell ordinary citizens 
not to comment on political issues. 

When politicians do and say things that 
only affect politicians, that is the only 
time politicians can tell us to keep 
away from politics. When politicians 
spend their own money on projects 
for politicians, that is the only time 
they can tell non-politicians to mind 
their business. 

But they have no business to tell 
us that we have no right to comment 
on any issue, as long as what they do 
and say affect us directly or indirectly. 
lf the decisions that they take determine 
how much toll I must pay or what the 
price of petrol will be; how public money 
is to be spent or what development is 
to be pursued; what the quit rent should 
be or assessment will be ..... then it 
is the bounden duty and the democratic 
right of all citizens to be involved in 
all issues. 

The politician seems to have forgotten 
that he is the servant and not the master 
of the people at all times - not only just 
before the election! The servant should 
know his place. He has no business to 
be bossing around! Some bosses don't 
take kindly to rude servants! 

Indignant Master 
Penang 

POLITICS CORRUPTS 
RELIGION 

T he violence in Mecca, around "Hari 
Riot Haji" 1987, shows clearly why 

politics and religion should be separated. 
And in Malaysia, we see the bad 

results of trying to mix oil and water: 
politics corrupts religion, while religion 
sectarianizes the state. Politicians use 
state power to crush the religious liberty 
of «heretics"; while ultra-religious 
persons use the state to impose their 
pious life-style on ordinary secular 
citizens (who happen to be born into 
Muslim families). 

But must state and religion be totally 
separate, as in the U.S.A.? Britain has 
often been cited as an example of a 
state which is loosely linked to a religion, 
without causing pro~lems . 

Let's consider how the British link 
works. Only the MONARCH herself 
is the ceremonial head of the Church 
of England; just as she is the ceremonial 
head of her kingdom (and of our 
Commonwealth). Also a few Church of 
England bishops sit in the powerless 
House of Lords. But there's no further 
inter-mingling of church and state. 
The Prime Minister plays no role in the 
church (and many P M.'s aren't even 
members of the church). The British 
government never intervenes in the 
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affairs of the Church of England; nor 
of other Christian sects, nor of British 
mosques, temples, synagogues, and the 
like. Church and state both honour 
the monarch, but otherwise each is 
separate and autonomous. 

Similarly, let each state Sultan give 
his monarchical blessing and distin
guished patronage to Islam. But don't 
let state government officials get 
officially involved in religious affairs, 
where they'll do more harm than good. 

Dis-Establishment-Arian 
Pulau Pinang 

GAP BETWEEN WORD AND 
DEED 

T he Prime Minister has condemned 
money politics. 

Money politics is using money to 
acquire power and subsequently using 
power acquired to make money. 

What the Prime Minister has said is, 
therefore, very commendable and he 
should be given our support. 

But, the circumstances surrounding 
the implementation of the North-South 
Highway project have many of us 
confused. 

Is the Prime Minister serious when 
condemning money politics? 

Malaysia is not only becoming a 
nation of unscrupulous scoundrels as 
the Prime Minister has once said but 
it is also fast becoming a nation of 
hypocrites. 

Even in our so-called campaign against 
corruption, the "fear of God" (the 
phrase sounds familiar!) does not bother 
certain people or is it meant only for 
others to worry about? 

How long can the people be fooled? 

WPS 
Penang 



let the State brand the people .... and the 
Church carry out its moral obligat ion 
to defend t heir rights. 

AN OPEN LETTER TO 
A RCHBISHOP GREGORY YONG 

OF SINGAPORE: ABRIDGED 
VERSION 

F or too long Catholics in Singapore 
(and Malaysia) have allowed them

selves to be haunted by labels. For too 
long, the labels "subversive" and 
"communist" have been allowed to 
colour proper judgement. As a result, 
the powers-that-be have been allowed 
to perpetrate injustice in the name of 
fighting "subversion". 

Consider: Were not the prophets 
"subversives"? After all, their mission 
was to call into question a given moral, 
social and political order. And, of course, 
Jesus Christ was condemned to die on 
a charge of "subversion". 

The great Indonesian novelist, 
Pramudya Ananta Toer, who was 
detained without trial for well over a 
decade, read the Bible while under 
detention. When asked for his opinion, 
he replied that the Bible was a great 
story of a people continually rising 
up against injustice only to be struck 
down again and again. Christians should 
have as much insight into their book 
as did this Muslim. 

To conclude this letter we appeal 
to you to reconsider your position. 
If the state judges the organizations 
set up by the Church to serve the down
trodden to be "subversive", so be it. 
Let the state close them down. But, 
please, let not the Church do the dirty 
work for the state. If the state wishes 
to censor information and news, again 
let the state do it, but let not the Church 
be the executor of an injustice. 

Most important of all, if the state 
wishes to brand certain persons as 
"subversives" or "communists" or what
ever, and detain them without trial 
let the state do so, but let the Church 
carry out its moral obligation to defend 
those persons' basic rights. The Church 
is not required to do more. But neither 
can it, in good conscience, do less. 

Philip Khoo and Jane Cardosa 
Kuala Lumpur 

FULL DISCLOSURE ON N-S 
HIGHWAY AND UEM VITAL 

T he Malaysian Association of Engi
neers (MAE) joins all concerned 

Malaysians in calling upon the Govern
ment to make a full disclosure on the 
proposed North South Highway project 
and especially the controversial award 
of tender to United Engineers Malaysia 
(UEM). We congratulate YB Um Kit 
Siang for raising the issue in Parliament 
but believe that making available the 
relevant information to him alone will 
not serve the basic principle of public 
accountability. We ~stead support the 
call made by Aliran that ALL the relevant 
documents be made available to the 
public via the mass media and to 
concerned organizations. 

MAE believes that: 
I. the Government cannot shirk its 
ultimate responsibility to ensure that 
all instances of privatisation are for the 
"public good" and must prove how in 
this case, the ordinary Malaysian will 
benefit; 
2. both the Works Minister's and 
Cabinet's credibility will be compromised 
if the public is not satisfied on the 
manner in which such a huge contract 
was awarded to a company which is 50% 
owned by UMNO; 
3. the engineering profession and con
tractors will be further disillusioned with 
the system of public tenders in view of 
the fact that rumours had been circu
lating before the tender award that UEM 
was going to get the contract, especially 
when no proof has been provided of 
UEM's engineering experience in highway 
constructing and management; 
4. there must be checks and balances 
in all privatised projects to avoid pro
fiteering and exploitation of the public; 
5. any risks involved in handling such 
a huge project should not be under
written by the Government with tax
payers money, especially when the 
taxpayers are going to be charged for 
using the Highway. 

On 28 May 1984, MAE had issued 
a press statement expressing the con
sensus of 7 organizations that "Privatisa
tion was a welcome move, provided 
the public good was served and that 
there were adequate checks and balances 
to avoid profiteering and exploitation". 
We are disappointed to note that hardly 
any of the major projects, privatised so 
far including Telekoms can be considered 
to be good examples of the above criteria. 
We invite the advocates of privatisation 
in Malaysia to prove that privatisation 
has not become an opportunity for a 
small group of individuals and companies 
to make money out of vital services 
provided quite adequately by the Govern
ment in the past. 
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How the current controversy on UEM 
and the North South Highway is handled 
is crucial to public perceptions of privati
sation and public accountability. Malay
sians cannot be expected to remain silent 
when public funds are wasted or public 
projects handed over for exploitation 
by private finns or individuals, whether 
foreign or local. And MAE must speak 
up against such practices, more so if 
they result in the displacement 0f local 
engineers by foreigners, who po ~ss no 
special qualifications or expertise ..• e also 
believe that conflicts of interest must 
be avoided by ensuring that no large 
public projects be awarded to companies 
in which political parties and leaders 
of the ruling Barisan have significant 
shares. "' ' 

Gurmit Singh K.S. 
President MAE 

Petaling Jay a 

LICENCE TO SPEAK? 

T he Menteri Besar of Negeri Sembilan, 
Datuk Mohamad Isa Haji Abdul 

Sa mad, had called on leaders of Aliran 
and Sahabat Alam Malaysia to contest 
in the general elections in order to make 
their views know in Parliament "which 
is the proper forum for politicians". 
(New Sunday Times: 20-9-87) 

He is quoted as having said, "If they 
are truly interested in representing the 
people, they should leave their social 
interest organisations and enter politics". 

I have never come across anything 
as absurd as this. It is ridiculous to insist 
that only politicians have a right to 
speak on issues and that the rest should 
be listeners and bystanders. 

By the MB's logic, only the 177 
Members of Parliament out of a popu
lation of 16 million have the right to 
speak on behalf of the people. The rest 
of the population because they are not 
elected in a general election, it seems, 
should forfeit their right to speak up. 
In other words, 15,999,823 citizens of 
Malaysia have no right whatsoever to 
speak on issues! 

This absurd logic will not hold water 
among the thinking populace of this 
nation. The people are better informed 
and more conscious of their rights today 
than at any point of time in the history 
of this nation. They know that they do 
not owe this right to express an opinion 
to anyone. It is their inalienable right and 
none can deny them this right. 

As long as we pay taxes, as long as 
we finance the many projects of the 
government, as long as we pay the 
Ministers and the politicians, it is our 
basic right to speak on any topic and hold 



the politicians accountable for their 
actions. Let no one dare say we have 
no such rights. 

As for the foolish notion that Parlia
ment "is the proper forum for politi
cians", let me ask the Menteri Besar 
why then was he expressing his political 
views outside Parliament when he 
addressed the BN Youth group's annual 
meeting in Seremban? 

If Parliament is the only forum for 
politicians, then shouldn't the politicians 
stay in Parliament and campaign from 
within its walJs during the general 
elections rather than go round the 
country holding illegal rallies? 

If politicians cannot practise what 
they preach, they should keep their 
private thoughts to themselves. Other
wise, they lose their credibility and risk 
being labelled as hypocrites! 

Citizen with Rights 
Kedah 

WHO'S HOODWINKING 
WHOM? 

A lot of things have been said sincl 
a group of tribal chiefs from 

Sarawak made that historic "mercy" 
mission to Kuala Lumpur. 

Of all the reports in the mass media 
I take great exception to the news ite~ 
headed "Penans have never been 
neglected: Datuk Wong" published in the 
June 19 issue of the New Straits Times. 

I feel compelled to write this letter 
because as a Sarawakian, l am not only 
greatly appalled but also deeply saddened 
by the remarks made by Datuk Amar 
James Wong, a fellow Sarawakian. 

The allegations that the 12 native 
chiefs had been telling lies in Kuala 
Lumpur and that they had hoodwinked 
the people in Peninsular Malaysia was 
least expected from Datuk Amar James 
Wong, such a fme Sarawakian gentleman 
and paramount leader of the native
based political party, SNAP. 

I believe the good minister has not 
been misquoted as no correction had 
been published. 

What greatly surprised me was the 
way Datuk Wong went all out to slam 
the poor native chiefs in the papers. 
And worse, in his capacity as a State 
Minister. 

I feel very disgusted that Datuk 
Amar Wong had chosen to touch on 
irrelevant issues such as the "credentials" 
of the 12 native chiefs, their "sophisti
cated, beautiful letters" and their "nice 
houses'~ 

What have all these to do with the 
simple issue in question - that what 

Sarawak's rich timber resources have 
benefitted only a few 

the Penans are asking for is a haH lo 

the Jogging and a right to continue living 
the way they want? 

Surely, as Sarawak's most senior 
serving politician, Datuk Amar James 
Wong's wealth of experience should 
have taught him to adopt a more humane 
approach in dealing with the natives. 
I feel inclined to think that the problem 
calls for a humane solution, not a 
political one. 
· I do not intend to delve into current 
political developments in Sarawak but 
it is an open secret to Sarawakians now 
that the State's rich timber resources 
have only benefited a few. The names 
of those granted timber licences (whether 
from Datuk Taib's camp or Tun Abdul 
Rahman Yakub's) were published in 
Sarawak newspapers during the recent 
election campaign. 

Can Datuk Amar James Wong name 
one beneficiary among the 650-odd 
Penans of the huge timber resources 
in the Baram area, the home of the 
Penans for hundreds of years. If he 
can't there is no point inviting the people 
from the Peninsula to go to Sarawak 
to see for themselves what the real 
situation is. I think the real situation 
as far as everybody is concerned, is tha: 
the natives do not benefit at all from 
Sarawak's timber wealth. 

I am already ashamed, as a concerned 
Sarawakian, that our own native chiefs 
had to embark on a "mercy" mission 
to the Peninsula afler getting no help 
from State leaders. 

This shame is made worse by Datuk 
Amar James Wong's uncalled-for remarks 
against the Penans, whose ancestors 
had been living in Sarawak much longer 
than either Datuk Wong's or mine. 
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Francis Siah 
Kuching 

LOOK EVERYWHERE 

R ecently our Prime Minister visited 
Britain and a few other European 

countries to 'foster, improve, promote 
or even to increase trade relations~ 

ln Britain one of his main tasks was 
to. ~lear the .• air for the so called "Buy 
Brztish Last· policy. He even rut out 
at certain quarters whom he accused 
of trying to sour the Anglo-Malaysian 
ties! 

One.might ask, "Why all of a sudc 1 

do we move from East to West?" Well 
that's simply because "Look East': 
failed on overall performance. The 
country is now in the· doldrums. The 
nation's debt has risen and was certainly 
no help when the value of the Japanese
Yen increased. What now? Look some
where else? 

The British aren't stupid! They have 
been around the world's industrial and 
trading circles for a long time and do not 
forget that the Industrial Revolution 
started in Britain. They certainly know 
what we are up to! But what's there to 
shout about since our debts run into 
billions. 

What 1 am trying to say is that, there 
should be no policies like "Look East" 
or "Look West·~ Jnstead we should 
"Look Everywhere" to promote trade 
and economic relations. 

" T.S.P." 
050869 

Kuala Lumpur 

TRUE INDEPENDENCE AND 
EQUALITY 

I 'll b~ thirty soon, feeling very happy 
shanng the same age with 'Tanah 

Air Ku'. Our Hari Merdeka is somewhere 
around the corner. 

What do I really see after thirty 
years of Independence? It is a disgrace
ful thing to admit that we have yet to 
achieve a real independence after aU 
these years of political independence. 

Since Independence in 1957, Malay
sian politics has run on racial lines 
with parties diligently cultivating voter; 
within the three main communities 
- Malay, Chinese and Indian. As long 
as the ruling parties, namely UMNO, 
MCA and MIC base their policies on 
ethnicity rather than treat us as Malay
sians, the problem can only become 
m?re _acut~. ~e only way to rectify 
thts sttuatwn ts for all parties and 
leaders to eradicate such blatant racial 
feelings. 

The daily reminder of the division 
of people into bumiputra and non-



bumiputra creates racial polarisation. 
We are born, breed and will die here 
and arc committed to the Malaysian 
soil. We Malaysians have a common 
present and a common destiny. Have 
we really achieved social cohesion after 
all these years? 

Communalism has been institu
tionalised - especially through the 
New Economic Policy (NEP). The 
unhappiness of the non-Malays is not 
that the NEP will uplift the Malay and 
restructure society to increase Malay 
participation in the economy, but that 
it appears to be an instrument to deny 
non-Malays opportunities for economic 
and educational advancement. What 
makes the NEP more unacceptable is 
that it appears to be more efficient in 
creating a new class of Malay rich than 
in reducing poverty. Have we really 
achieved Independence? 

There are many more things that 
we can write about. Sometimes when 
I look at Malaysian politics 1 feel terribly 
dismayed. Perhaps one day we will 
have real political parties which are not 
working for Malays, Chinese or Indians 
but for Malaysians. Only then will we be 
able to say that we have gained REAL 
Independence. Only then can I wish 
my countrymen a Selamat Hari Merdeka. 

Sam Junior 
Bruas 

EXPLAINING LIBERATION 
THEOLOGY 

W ith the Emperor Constantine began 
an era during which Western 

civilisation and Christianity formed one 
body in which civil power and Church 
authority were closely linked. This 
period lasted for 1500 years, from the 
Edict of Milan in A.D. 313 till the revo
lutions of modern history. 

The dissolution of the Constantinian 
system resulted in the separation of 
Church and State. The Christians set 
up welfare organizations and charitable 
institutions to continue playing a role 
in the public arena of civil society, but 
their primary concern was with the 
spiritual dimension rather than the 
political dimensions. The Church's non
interference in the affairs of the State 
made it safe and even convenient for 
Governments to enjoy its patronage. 
Christian spirituality centred around 
prayers and devotional exercises, so much 
so that the unspiritual became the 
profane world, while the Church main
tained the realm of the sacred. While 
it took centuries of theological specu
lation to break this distinction between 
the sacred and the profane worlds, 

Food distribution in Mozambique: Redemption is liberation from social sin. 

the influence of Western philosophies 
had not only enclosed the Church within 
its sacred boundaries but lifted her to 
such intellectual heights of abstraction, 
alas, only to alienate her from the stark 
realities of life. Faith and reason were 
harmonised to such a degree as to explain 
away all reality as the Will of God. The 
Church became increasingly out of 
touch with reality. The various develop
ment ideologies of the world could not 
also eradicate the basic problems of 
mankind, namely poverty and oppression. 
For many concerned Christians, tradi· 
tional charity became socially irrelevant. 
Theologians began to look seriously at 
what the new social sciences had to offer. 
Among the modern social sciences was 
Marxism offering a series of notions, 
concepts and categories that were instru
mental in understanding social realities. 

The mention of Marxism immediately 
caused alarm bells to ring both inside 
and outside the Church . Despite the 
alarm, or perhaps because of it, there 
was a theological breakthrough in 
Latin America. The Christians there saw 
Redemption and Salvation as a process 
of liberation of the oppressed. Marxism 
may have been a methodology but it 
was not the source of Liberation 
Theology. Liberation Theology goes back 
to the Old Testament, the time of Moses, 
when God intervened in human history 
to liberate His people from oppression 
and injustice. The reading of the Gospel 
for them meant reading the signs of the 
times and attending to the needs of the 
people as well. The Church in Latin 
America made a definitive option on 
behalf of the poor. This meant, for the 
Church, a radical change, that is moving 
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away from a position of privilege to 
one of service. 

Today, the Churches, especially in the 
Third World countries, are inspired by 
the position and option of the Latin 
American Churches. Current theology 
would overrule the distinction between 
the sacred and the profane and would 
rather take life and reality as a whole. 
Immediately one sees a social dimension 
in the message of the Gospel. 

.. Sin", traditionally interpreted as a 
personal offence against God and a 
violation of the rules of the Church, 
takes on a wider social significance. 
Sin is not only personal but social. All 
injustice and oppression has a social 
dimension and sin also becomes social. 

Just as Redemption and Salvation 
were traditionally interpreted as an 
absolution from sin and obtaining God's 
grace to reach heaven, now, in the social 
context, Redemption is also liberation 
from social sin to bring about Peace 
among people. 

So when Christians look upon social 
injustice as a problem and try to address 
their faith to it, they find traditional 
Christian practices irrelevant, whereas 
notions, concepts and categories con· 
tained in some of the modern social 
sciences offer realistic tools for under· 
standing and grappling with the problem. 
It is well within the sphere of Christian 
faith and practice to adopt notions, 
concepts and categories that would 
provide an effective response to a situa
tion that is anti"God, that is a situation 
of sociaJ injustice and oppression. 

Chriltien 
Petaling Jay a 



• 
Labour is the only property a worker possesses. To be deprived of it 
may well mean disaster for him and his family. While conceding that 
changes in the pattern of management are perhaps inevitable, K. GEORGE, 
nonetheless argues that a worker should only be deprived of his labour 
as a last resort. 

F 
aced with sustained recession 
during the past 3 years, 
corporate organizations are 
presently involved in intro
ducing changes in the pattern 

of their management with the primary 
purpose of cutting costs. As the methods 
being applied inevitably affect workers 
and their trade unions, an attempt is 
here made to highlight their views on 
this exercise of managing change. Trade 
unions do agree that efforts must be 
made in order to reduce the cost of 
production so that industries and business 
concerns can face the present economic 
downturn with confidence. However, 
because of the human factors involved, 
the methods applied should be based 
on the concept of means justifying the 
ends and not the other way round. 

COST CUTTING 

C 
orporate organisations have 
applied several devices in 
recent times with a view to 
cutting costs. Introduction 
of new technology is a 

long term method, whereas short term 
strategies are: higher productivity, wage 
freeze, retrenchment. There b abu a 
school of thought that believes in 
In-House Union as yet another factor 
that should be included in managing 

change. 

HUMAN FACTOR 

B
efore I express my views on 
new technology, higher pro
ductivity, wage freeze, re
trenchment and In-House 
Union, I wish to touch on the 

most important factor that is involved 
in industries - that is the HUMAN 
FACTOR. The means of production 
consists of capital, management and 
labour. Indeed, it is a tripartite partner
ship with differing motivations. Neverthe
less, experiences have proved that such 
differing motivations could be harnessed 
through the process of industrial rela
tions. Before changes are introduced in an 
undertaking, management must pay 
serious attention to certain basic factors 
that relate to labour. 

First and foremost, capital and 
management must never forget the fact 
that for a worker, labour is his property 
- perhaps the only property he possesses. 
To be deprived of it means disaster to 
him and his family. Common sense, or 
may I say good sense, therefore, dictates 
that a worker should only be deprived 
of his labour as a last resort. Secondly, 
workers must have job satisfaction and 
feel secure. Insecurity of tenure is 
counterproductive. 
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Workers arc human beings and they 
too have self respect. In the day-to-day 
relationship between management and 
labour, respect for the individual 
must be continually and consciously 
demonstrated. This human relationship 
must be motivated by the belief that if 
you respect the people who work for 
you and help them respect themselves, 
your enterprise will certainly progress 
and profit. 

I would also like to stress that pro
ductive people need challenging assign-

'nts. When they enjoy their work and 
are ;onvinced that the management cares..: , 
for them, they will definitely contribute 
to the growth of the undertaking. 

To further emphasise my point of 
view on the human factor, I quote His 
Royal Highness the Sultan of Perak, 
Raja Azlan Shah. In a recent address to 
the 20th anniversary celebration of 
the Malaysian Institute of Management, 
he said: 

"Far too many employers abuse their 
employees. They demean them by 
overtly outrageous actions or they 
chip away at the self-esteem subtly 
and covertly. People who work for 
you must feel good about themselves 
and their work. No one can be paid 
enough money to be compensated for 
being made uncomfortable and 
unhappy by his supervisors. All 
managers should understand the value 
of job satisfaction and the need to 
motivate their people continually. 
Superior performances are rewarded 
by recogn1t10n, promotions and 
money. Each person gets paid on the 
basis of what he produces, not on his 
longevity. People arc dismissed for 
poor performance, preferably early in 
their career." 

NEW TECHNOLOGY 

I
ntroduction of new technology is 
an inevitable sequel to industrial 
development and trade unions 
do support it but with certain 
reservations. It is a capital intensive 

exercise requiring injection of substantial 
capital. It, therefore, does not cut cost 
of production immediately. Nevertheless, 
it does cut cost on a long term basis, 
resulting in retrenchment of workers. 

Introduction of new technology must 
take into consideration the social and 
politcal situation of the country. 
Corporate organizations must refrain 
from bringing in new technology purely 
for the purpose of maximisation of 
profit. Malaysia is a developing country 
faced with the problem of growing 
unemployment. Our unemployment rate 



has increased from 7 per cent in 1985 
to 8 per cent and is expected to reach an 
alarming level of over 10 per cent in 
1990. The social and political problems 
that arise as a result of growing un
employment cannot be ignored. Thus, 
before industries and companies intro
duce new technology, they should 
seriously consider the ramifications. 

Recently, a cigarette manufacturing 
company offered up to $80,000 to its 
production workers if they accepted 
voluntary retrenchment. It is a carrot 
that can easily attract the ordinary 
worker who earns a few hundred dollars 
a month. The company make this 
"attractive" offer not because there was 
any reduction in sales, not because it 
was incurring any loss, not because ilt 
wanted to improved the quality of its 
product. Quite simply, the company 
wanted to maximise profits on a long 
term basis by introducing new techno
logy. Several other companies have 
introduced new technology for the same 
purpose. In my opinion, they are doing 
a disservice to this country. Let us 
have new technology without causing 
serious unemployment problems. 

HIGHER PRODUCTIVITY 

T 
rade unions do support 
higher productivity with 
one condition that it should 
not involve reduction of 
personnel. Higher producti

vity must be achieved through trammg 
and retraining of personnel; by providing 
better working conditions and by 
replacing obsolete machinery and equip
ment. This will ensure better profit, 
a share of which must be voluntarily 
extended to the workers. Any attempt 
at attaining higher productivity without 
incentives and rewards or with the sole 
purpose of reducing personnel is a 
negative exercise. 

WAGE FREEZE 

I 
t is not unusual for nations, when 
faced with persistent economic 
slow-down, to impose wage freeze 
by legislation. But wage freeze 
must accompany price control. 

Otherwise the situation that follows 
will be chaotic. To legislate wage freeze 
when the Government is incapable of 
enforcing price control of essential con-

. sumer commodities is disastrous. 
No trade union in its right sense will 

ever dare to demand higher wages if it 
is satisfied that the company is not 
making any profit. If, however, a 
company is making profit, then it should 
not deny better terms and conditions 
of employment to its work force under 
the pretext of economic recession. In 
fact, trade unions have agreed with the 

respective employers of several enter
prises to extend the existing collective 
agreements for a further period of 3 
years without demanding any upward 
revision. And the workers involved have 
accepted it without serious resistence. 

RETRENCHMENT 

T 
rade unions have no choice 
but to accept retrenchment 
if that is the ultimate means 
by which a company can 
face the economic down

turn. It is a fact known to all of us that 
several factories and industries have 
retrenched their work force with the 
consent and concurrence of their res
pective trade unions during the past few 
years. Nevertheless, retrenchment should 
not be resorted to as the easiest way to 
overcome the economic recession. A 
worker should only be deprived of his 
labour as a last resort. 

If a company had been making 
substantial profit during the boom 
period, then it should utilize part of it 
to keep the workers in employment. 

Corporate organizations should not try 
to retrench certain category of workers 
and resort to petty contracts to save a 
few dollars. Recently, a company tried 
to retrench a tea-lady because a petty 
contractor offered to perform her job 
at a lesser cost than her present wages 
which she gets after 16 years of service. 
Such tactics of cutting cost deserve 
outright condemnation. 

If retrenchment is the only course 
open to an industry, it should be carried 
out in an orderly manner. The Malay
sian Shipyard Engineering Company -
by serving the notice to workers at 
3.00 a.m. in their homes had shown 
utter contempt for the human status 
of labour. 

Retrenchment should not only be 
confined to the production workers but 
it must equally apply to supervisors, 
executives and other management 
personnel. 

IN-HOUSE UNIONS 

D
uring the past few years 

. G9vernment and employers 
have persistently advocated 
the formation of In-House 
Unions. It is a follow-up 

of the Look East policy. But the fact 
remains that in Japan there exist no 
In-House Unions. What they have are 
Enterprise Unions, which are affiliated 
to Federations of Trade Unions and 
these Federations have supervisory 
powers under their rules. They are not 
very much different from the National 
Trade Unions we have in Malaysia. Our 
National Unions have branches or sub-

11 

branches in each factory or undertaking. 
Trade Unions' stand on unionising 

workers is that they, the workers 
concerned must have absolute freedom 
to choose the type and structure of 
the union they want. They should not 
be pressured or coerced by subtle tactics 
to form In-House Unions. 

Workers in this country have come 
out of their National Unions on their 
own free will and formed In-House 
Unions. Likewise, they have also dis
carded In-House Unions and joined 
National Unions. 

All said and done, at this stage of 
trade union development in this country, 
In-House Unions have certain inherent 
disadvantah"""- £irstly, during negotiations 
with the ma •. lgement the set-bacK- of 
a master-servant attitude looming cannot 
be discounted. Secondly, there is every 
possibility of management resorting to 
corrupt practices, favouritism and 
nepotism to influence the leadership. 
Thirdly, if a leader is found to be not 
toeing the employer's line, he can be 
ousted. Lastly, the management may 
interfere with the election of In-House 
Union leaders by using questionable 
tactics. 

OTHER MEANS OF COST 
CUTTING 

I 
t is now the vogue for corporate 
organizations to provide club 
membership to their directors, 
management staff and executives 
at a cost of tens of thousands 

of dollars. In many instances they are 
provided with credit cards. Some of the 
top officials are also provided with 
company cars to perform their official 
functions. 

But such facilities as club membership, 
credit cards, company cars etc. are 
subject to abuse. In fact there are 
numerous instances of abuse of such 
privileges. Certain company directors 
are allowed to enjoy expensive holidays 
with their wives and children, at times 
under the pretext of official business. 
It is like a Minister using an RMAF 
aircraft to go back to his kampong 
ostensibly to perform certain ministerial 
functions. 

Certain companies and industries 
create positions and appointments, which 
they do not need, to meet political 
patronage. 

If companies can put a stop to or at 
least curtail expenditure on such facilities 
and privileges, hundreds of thousands 
of ringgit can be saved during this 
recession period. 

Before workers are deprived of their 
bowl of rice through the process of 
retrenchment exercise, management must 
look into other ways of reducing cost 
of production e 



• 
• 

scttOOL:::.G G\RL ........... '-'i.~ ... 
A KAWlP 

Raw deal: Mary and her brothers in their sulap 

• 
In' this article JANNI E LASIMBANG relates how ten-year old Mary 
assumes responsibility for her two brothers and herself while seeking 
education away from home. This will be the lot of the rural poor unless 
Sabah's development policies change in favour of the rural areas. 

I 
t is .five in the evening and perhaps while most children 
'in town are either watching TV or playing, Mary squats 
next to a makeshift stove trying to get a fire going so that 
she can cook the rice and 'instant mee' which she and 
her brother will be having for dinner. Unconsciously, 

she smeared soot all over her face as she rubbed her eyes 
from the smoke of the hesitant fire she was blowing. 

Mary is only ten years-old but she has learnt to fend for 
herself and her two younger brothers. She has to, since there 
was no one else to depend on while they were staying in the 
school 'hostel' Kampung T udan. She is now in Primary Four 
and has been staying in the hostel with her brothers for the 
last two years. For the first two years she stayed with her 
aunt but then decided to move out on her own because her 
aunt was too strict. 

The hostel, which looks more like a su/ap (shack), is made 
of bamboo and has two rooms and a kitchen. Mary and her 
brothers occupy one of the rooms. The other is presently 
unoccupied. The room is bare except for a small table and a 
kerosene lamp. All their clothings are kept in a plastic bag 
in one corner. 

Being the eldest - and a girl - Mary assumed sole 
responsibility for her brothers. She does all the chores for 
them: cooking, washing, laundry, and house-cleaning. Her 
brothers do not help, but just bermain-main, as Mary puts it. 

Mary, her brothers and four other students are actually 
trom Kampung Bambangan, about three hours walk across 
the steep hills which surrounds the Tudan plateau (which 
itself is an hour of strenuous walk to the 29th milestone 
Ko ta Kinabalu- Tambunan Road). They have to come to 
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Kampung Tudan because there is no school in their own 
kampung. 

Every Friday, Mary and her brothers go home with their 
other four friends. She is expected to look after her four 
younger brothers and sisters during the weekends. She also 
helps with the cooking and other household chores while her 
parents work in the fields. On Sundays, Mary and her brothers 
begin their long trek back to Kampung Tudan, carrying their 
weekly provisions of rice and vegetables. Often the vegetables 
do not last until the middle of the week, but then there's 
the salted fish at least. 

The primary school which she attends has three classrooms. 
Three teachers have to teach six classes, a situation typical 
in rural Sabah. Each classroom has to accommodate two 
classes and each teacher has to cope with teaching two classes 
simultaneously. Asked whether they get distracted, Mary 
smiles and says, "Yes, especially if you are in the same class 
with the primary one students!" 

Despite missing her parents for a larger part of the week, 
and despite the need to fend for herself and her brothers, 
Mary likes going to school. She aims to be a teacher someday, 
and of a subject she likes, but sometimes finds it very tough: 
Halaman Manusia. 

Until such time when the bias in Sabah's development 
policies change in favour of the rural areas, Mary and her 
generation of school children will continue to make do with 
the best of what they arc given. They do not despise school 
children in the to~ns for it is assumed that everyone is treated 
equally. But we know better! 

• 



DEVELOPMENT 

STRUGGLE 
FOR SHELTER 

The Plight of the Kampung Jaya Squatters 

• The year 1987 was declared International Year of Shelter by the United 
Nations. Yet on April 27, 1987, in response to charges made by the 
Malaysian Indian Congress, police arrested 11 squatter families who were 
peacefully picketing for a permanent piece of land to set up their homes. 
TERENCE GOMEZ writes of the squatters' struggle for a home. 

T 
he dispute between the 
Malaysian Indian Congress 
(M I C) and the 11 squatter 
families from Kampung Laks
mana J aya, at its core, 

concerns the right of a person to a 
decent and secure shelter, and can be seen 
as a struggle between a poor, powerless 
people and a political party which has 
the power and influence to grant them 
this basic right but refuses to do so. 
This basic right of a human to live in 
dignity is being denied to these people 
by the very same p2rty which claims to 
be fighting for more rights and benefits 
of the Indian community. 

Kampung Laksmana J aya (formerly 
Kampung Kenneison} ncar Batu Caves, 
Kuala Lumpur, was a tin mining area. 
From 1961 to 1971,LimTanTinMining 
Company was working in that area. The 
land was uninhabited during this period 
of time. The only person who had a 
house in the vicinity was the company's 
guard. His son, Bant Singh, is still living 
there today. In the early 1970s several 
families moved to occupy this land which 
was then idle, some after being evicted 
from another area. 

The Selangor State Government 
allocated a plot of land at Kampung 
Laksmana Jaya to the MIC in 1976, 
following 13 years of lobbying by the 
party. The land was meant for the poor 
quarry workers living in that area. An 
interview was carried out in the same 
year for the purpose of allocating plots 
to the workers. However, the squatters 
alleged that when title deeds were given 
out in 1981, the land was not allocated 
to poor quarry workers, but to MIC 
members. 

Recent investigations showed that 
several recipients were in fact M IC 

members. Among the recipients were 
the former Chairman of the M IC 
Circular Road Branch, Y Thomas, 
P Manikam (Lot 8322} and P Pitcha
muthu s/o Ponnusamy (Lot 8347}, 
both allegedly relatives of S Rajagopal, 
the current MIC Chairman of the MIC 
Batu Caves Branch. Another recipient was 
the wife of a prominent MIC politician 
from the Bangsar/Brickfields Branch. 

The land covering approximately six 
hectares could have easily accommodated 
at least 500 low-cost houses but was 
instead divided into 100 lots (measuring 
50 x 80 feet), each big enough to build 
a bungalow. Majestic double-storey 
houses stand on several of these lots 
today. 

During the 1978 National General 
Elections, the MIC Batu Caves Chairman, 
Mr Rajagopal while campaigning at the 
Kampung, urged the residents to vote 
for the Barisan Nasional candidate 
Zakaria Yahya, so that he could help 
them get a permanent alternative site. 
It was only then that the 34 squatter 
families realised that a land allocation 
exercise was going on and that land 
grants would be issued to 100 families 
through the M I C. The squatters who 
had been living there for several years, 
decided to form a Kampung Residents 
Committee to look into the matter. 

In 1981, they appealed to Mr Raja
gopal, the then State Assemblyman, 
Encik Zakaria Yahya, the Selayang 
Member of Parliament Datin Paduka 
Rafidah Aziz, the MIC President Datuk 
S Samy Vellu , Selangor State Executive 
Councillor Datuk V Kandan and the 
Mentri Besar of Selangor to consider their 
case since they had been living on that 
land for so many years and yet priority 
had not been given to them during the 
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land allocation scheme. 
Datuk Kandan assured them at a 

meeting in 1982 that they would be given 
a permanent piece of land, if not at 
Kampung Laksmana J aya, then some 
other place. They were also given 
application forms by the MIC for low
cost houses which they duly filled and 
submitted, but with no result. 

EVICTION NOTICE 

I 
n August 1985, the squatters were 
surprised to find 34 of their houses 
marked with red paint by officials 
from the Gombak District Office. 
They were informed that those 

whose houses were marked would be 
evicted within the next few months. 

Another memorandum was sent in 
early 1986 to the following officials 
regarding their plight: 
o Then Menteri Besar of Selangor, 

Dato Hj Ahmad Razali Bin Mohd Ali. 
o MIC President, Datuk S Samy Vellu. 
o Deputy Minister of Housing and Local 

Government, Datuk S Subramaniam. 
o Gombak State Assemblyman, Datuk 

Saidin Thambi. 
o Gombak District Officer. 

No replies were received from any of 
these officials. 

However, they received their eviction 
notices. It is understood that to date, 
only five families received eviction 
notices from the new landowners, while 
the rest received theirs from the District 
Office asking them to vacate their houses 
by July 31st, 1986. 

An alternative site, Kampung Kertas 
(now called Kampung Permindahan 
Semula}, a few kilometers from Kampung 
Laksmana Jaya, had meanwhile been 
proposed to the squatters as a temporary 



resettlement area. The squatters regarded 
the offer as totally unjust and cruel 
for the following reasons: 
1) The land was given without a Tempo· 

rary Occupational licence (TOL). 
They were permitted to build houses 
by the District Office but would be 
subjected to eviction any time. 

sted for bY the 
The 'Ko\am' area reque 
squatters 

2) Most of them had been evicted at 
least twice before. Their eviction to 
Kampung Kertas would be their 
third, and even there they faced 
possible future eviction. It was humi
liating that as citizens of the state, 
they were still treated like refugees. 

3) Kampung Kertas was a former mining 
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land which had been reclaimed and 
was now used as a dump site for the 
city's rubbish. Rubbish was still 
dumped there and as a result, the 
area was infested with flies, especially 
during the wet season. 

4) Kampung Kertas did not have any 
form of infrastructure: 
o Piped water supply was not avail

able and the residents would have 
to travel several kilometers daily 
to collect drinking water. The wells 
dug there contained polluted water 
because of the rubbish dump site. 

o There was no proper drainage nor 
sanitation. 

o The road leading to Kampung 
Kertas was long and winding. There 
was not even a laterite road and as 
a resu It, there was no public tranS: ' 
portation. The residents have to 
walk at least three kilometers for 
a bus which would be very incon
venient for their school-going 
children and housewives going 
marketing. 

o There was little likelihood of 
electricity supply in the near 
future. 

The squatters also felt that they were 
being made to take up residence at 
Kampung Kertas, to develop the land 
for human habitation only to be evicted 
a few years later. 

A third appeal was sent in April 1986 
to the authorities and M lC officials 
requesting for a small piece of land 
marked kolam (pond) to be given to 
them. They had been informed by the 
Gombak District Officer that the land 
had yet to be allocated. They did not 
get any reply from any of the officials. 
Meanwhile, due to loss of hope and 
constant harassment from thugs believed 
to be employed by the landowners, 23 
families moved to Kampung Kertas, 
leaving 11 families to continue the 
struggle. 

PICKETING 

A
s a last resort, these 11 
families picketed in front of 
the M IC headquarters on 
july 14, 1986. Datuk M 
Mahalingam, then the MIC 

Secretary-General and Selangor State 
Executive Councillor, met the squatters 
and told them that there were several 
lots at Kampung Laksamana Jaya which 
had not been allocated yet. He assured 
them that he would do his best to secure 
these lots for them. At subsequent 
meetings with them, he washed his hands 
off the issue, saying that it was up to 
Datuk Samy Vellu to consider and 
decide. Their State Assemblyman, Datuk 
Saiding T hambi, also absolved himself, 
saying that the onus was on the MIC 
to allocate the remaining lots to the 



squatters or to whom it may choose. 
Frustrated with the apathy of the MIC 

officials, the 11 families held a hunger 
strike in front of the MIC headquarters 
on October 29, 1986. During the picket, 
they requested for a permanent piece 
of land and a compensation of $5,000 
for each family for having cleared the 
land and for the demolition of their 
houses. They would need the money 
to build their new homes. 

At the picket line, they were 
questioned by M IC officials and the 
police were called in. They requested to 
see Datuk Samy Yellu and were informed 
that the MIC President would meet them 
the next day. 

At the meeting, they were told by 
Datuk Samy Vellu to move to Kampung 
Kertas as the kolam area could not be 
given to them. As for the compensation, 
the squatters were told to work things 
out with the landowners on their own. 
There are still no answers why the MIC 
had the power to evict them but had no 
responsibility to compensate them. They 
were also warned that they would be 
arrested by the police if they continued 
picketing and that the MIC would not 
bail them out. 

The squatters claimed they met 
Datuk Sa my Yellu again in April 1987, 
to appeal once more for the kolam area. 
They alleged that he told them that even 
if there was a piece of land, he would not 
give it to them. He was also alleged to 
have said that if he had to choose 
between the landowners and the 
squatters, he would side the landowners. 

He also told them that he would not 
meet them anymore on the matter and 
asked them to go to Kampung Kertas 
as they had no other choice. The 
squatters then decided to hold another 
picket. 

On April 27, 1987, the 11 squatter 
families comprising men, women and 

children picketed at the MIC head
quarters. The police arrived at about 
5 pm and all the families were arrested. 
After being held for around six hours, 
10 of them were charged with trespassing. 
Nevertheless, they picketed again the 
next day at the same place and this time, 
three women were arrested and charged 
with trespassing. H11s did not deter the 
squatters and the picket continued 
despite the fact that bail was set and 
$400 each for the first charge and $300 
each for the second charge. 

NGO SUPPORT 

I 
t was then that several non· 
Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 
formed the KLJ 11 Support Group, 
comprising Selangor Graduates 
Society, INSAN, ALIRAN, Selangor 

Consumers Association, Office for_ 
Human Development, Sabah Christian 
Movement, Urban-Rural Mission, Civil 
Rights Committee and Persatuan Sosial 
Sains Malaysia. 

On May 7, 1987, 60 members from 
the NGOs together with the squatters, 
picketed in front of the M IC head· 
quarters. The police were called in and 
the demonstrators were told to disperse. 
In the process, MIC officials abused 
the demonstrators and a scuffle broke 
out when the MIC Executive Secretary, 
P Sambanthan, struck the video camera
man. A police report was lodged against 
the M IC official. 

On the second day of the picket, 
six people were ·charged with illegal 
assembly . Soon after the arre~t, the M IC 
members demonstrated in front of their 
headquarters proclaiming loyalty to their 
leadership. It was reported in a Tamil 
newspaper that most of the MIC 
members did not know what they were 
demonstrating about. 

Meanwhile, the squatters continued 

their daily picket for the next two 
w.eeks. 

On May 20, 1987, their 21st day 
of picketing, the squatters were informed 
that Datuk Samy Yellu was willing to 
meet them. They met him at his office 
that afternoon where he agreed to inspect 
the kolam area on May 25, 1987 together 
with the squatters. They stopped 
picketing. 

However, when the day arrived Datuk 
Samy Yellu said that he could not 
consider their request because neither the 
MIC nor the Government could affort 
to fill up the kolam area. The squatters 
stated that they were willing to bear 
the cost of filling up the area if allocated 
the land. Their request was turnep, 
down. Datuk Samy Yellu again told them 
to go to Kampung Kertas and even 
offered them planks and zinc. He added 
that when the time came for them to 
move from Kampung Kertas, he would 
provide them with another piece of land. 
The squatters refused the unjust offer. 
They pledged to stay put in Kampung 
Laksmana Jaya, even if it cost them their 
lives. 

The squatters have decided that they 
have no choice but to continue their 
struggle until their just demands are met. 
They cannot understand why although 
they had been living at Kampung Laks
mana Jaya for the past 10 to 27 years, 
they were not informed of the land allo
cation scheme when it was carried out in 
the 1976-79 period. In the process of 
their struggle, the squatters have lost their 
jobs, faced harassment and police arrest. 
Their l:d~C~ die now pcntling. Yel, they 
will not allow their dignity to be 
trampled upon and their struggle to be 
curtailed through the use of the state 
machinery. They are also hoping that 
more Malaysians will be aware of their 
plight and support them in their struggle 
until justice is done • 



RAPE ,. 

UNFAIR~ 
Blaming worrien for crimes 
committed against them 

• The recent publicity in the Press on sexual crimes against women and children has helped precipitate 
calls from groups urging tougher penalties against rapists. In t heir critique of the discriminatory 
application of rape laws, ANNE MUNRO and OR KUA KIA SOONG call for a change in society's 
attitude towards women. 

T
here has rightly been anger 
and indignation at the almost 
daily reports of increasing 
incidence of rape, murder or 
other forms of violence 

against women and children. Although 
crime statistics relating to rape are 
notoriously the most understated because 
of the reluctance of women to report 
them for various reasons, nobody could 
have missed the alarming increase of 
rape cases reported in the Press lately. 

The most common response has been 
to demand tougher rapt: sentencing 
policies. There has even been a demand 
from some quarters to hang rapists. 
While many women's groups have 
demanded that the Government take 
a tougher line against rape, such as a 
minimum sentence, none have demanded 
the death penalty simply because this 
is inconsistent with declared international 
standards which consider capital punish· 
ment as inhuman and unacceptable for 
any crime. 

Such primordial responses miss the 
issues behind rape and other forms of 
violence against women and children. The 
questions to ask are: 
• Can, or does the law protect women 

from rape? 
* Can we have better protection? 
• What are the underpinnings of a rape 

sentencing policy? 
• Does such a policy attack the real and 

ideological oppression of women? 
Law and legal sanctions are part of 

the strategy against rape, but it will not 
necessarily solve the rape problem. 
Leniency toward rapists in many 
countries is a source of concern. In 
practice, the distinction between 
deterrence and retribution in sentencing 
policy is a flne one. 

Firstly, the sentencing policy should 
embody a "denunciatory effect" rather 
than advocating retribution. This is the 
main aim behind the call for a minimum 
sentence for rapists, that rape be seen 
as a form of VIOLENCE AGAINST 
WOMEN rather than a sex act. They 
have suggested that rape and other forms 
of violence against women should be seen 
as "gender specific", the simple logic 
being that men rape women - women do 
not rape men. 

The denunciatory effect would serve 
to highllght the seriousness of the issue 
and question the position of women in 
society as a whole. A rape sentencing 
policy should also provide protection 
for women and children and deterrence 
to the would-be rapist. Apart from that, 
the degree of severity of each particular 
crime of rape should be taken into 
account, eg. those involving brutality, 
humiliation and mutilation. 

Law's Assumptions about Women 
The law relating to rape and women 

in general assumes fustly that it is normal 
for women to be dependent on men. 
Secondly, that female sexuality is totally 
passive. These assumptions are also 
widely entrenched in the dominant 
attitudes of male-dominated society. 

There is no concept in law of rape 
inside marriage. Two hundred years 
ago, Judge Hale said: "The husband 
cannot be guilty of a rape committed 
by himself on his lawful wife for by 
their mutual matrimonial consent and 
contract the wife hath given herself 
in this kind unto her husband which she 
cannot retract". This assumes that 
'consent' once given is true for ALL 
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time and belies lenient sentences handed 
out to rapists and even, murderers of 

estranged wives. 
Violence in marriage is an increasing 

problem in many societies. Britain, 
for example, has over sixty women's 
refuges, established mainly by voluntary 
women's groups. Countries like ours 
should always keep in mind that besides 
GNP, other indices of development 
should include medical and criminal 
statistics and State provision of women's 
refuges and child<are facilities. 

When the British Domestic Violence 
Act 1976 was in its discussion stage, 
"battering" was considered a minor 
problem indulged by husbands in the 
lower classes and did not warrant the 
expense of providing security to the 
women involved. Eventually the Act 
was passed and it enabled wives to be 
protected by the courts from violent 
men without divorce. However, there 
continue to be judges who refuse to 

acknowledge that a law has been passed 
which gives priority to a woman's bodily 
security over a man's right over his 
"property". 

The culpability of the woman victim 
is often claimed when she is said to 
have "brought it on herself' by being 
out alone at night, by befriending men 
in shopping complexes, hitchhiking, 
behaving extrovertly, was "known" to 
have previous sexual relations with other 
men, etc. Judge Bertrand Richards said 
while fining a man for raping a 17 year 
old girl: "l am not saying that a girl 
hitching home late at night should not 
be protected by the law but she was 
guilty of a great deal of contributory 
negligence". Another High Court judge 
added: "It is the height of impudence 
for any girl to hitchhike at night. That 



Rounding u K 
P · L. Prostitut . 

es. can they also be 
raped? 

is plain it isn't really worth stating. 
She is in the true sense asking for it". 

As it turned out, the girl who was 
raped had no choice that night as there 
was no other available transport home. 
But whether she was sensible or not is 
beside the main issue, which is, that 
rape should be seen as a SERIOUS 
OFFENCE under ANY circumstances. 
Such sentence and its assumptions imply 
that any woman hitchhiking would not 
find redress in the law and that any man 
who gives her a lift could rape her with 
little fear of stern punishment. So what 
is a "safe" place for women when 
rape occurs in the home and in many 
"unprovocative" situations. 

In such rape "scenarios", with 
evidence produced of the victim's 
"contributory negligence", the offender's 
action is seen as a normal reaction to the 
victim's behaviour, an extension of 
'normal' male/female relations. This is the 
pronouncement by Justice Glynn in 
1977: "It does not seem to me that 
the appellant is a criminal in the sense 
in which the word is used frequently 
in these courts. Clearly, he is a man who, 
on the night in question, allowed his 
enthusiasm for sex to overcome his 
normal behaviour". 

Another alarming assumption of the 
law is that "visually precipitated" rape 
is sometimes justified by the status of 
victims, that they were "loose women" 
or prostitutes. This "justification" not 
only blames the victim, it often carries 
with it the claim that such women enjoy 

rape anyway. Such attitudes are often 
reinforced by some of the so-called 
fashionable writers in trendy hip society. 
It also assumes that the report by the 
rape victim is questionable. 

Those who might assume that rape 
victims are liable to be untruthful should 
look to the New York City Rape Analysis 
Squad which found that only two per 
cent of cases reported were false and this 
figure is close to false reports for other 
serious crimes. 

In Britain, the Sexual Offences Act 
1976 was designed to protect women 
from unnecessary interrogation into their 
previous sexual history. It was established 
that such evidence can only be intro
duced by application of a judge in the 
absence of a jury. However, suspicion 
continues to fall on the victim of rape 
and media attention is on the victim. 

Women are seen to be culpable if 
they do not belong to the "norm". 
Prostitutes are most often seen to be 
culpable. It is as if it is inconceivable 
that a prostitute could be raped. The 
corollary of this assumption usually is ... 
"in any case, if a prostitute is raped, 
who cares?" 

Although this may not perturb those 
who harbour "high morals", the impli
cation of this assumption is deadly 
serious for it affects all women. This 
point was most clearly demonstrated 
in the horrific Yorkshire Ripper case 
only a few years ago. For it was only 
after "respectable" women were raped 
that the law began to take serious note. 
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Sexist Stereotypes 
As such, far from protecting women, 

these laws and their assumptions are 
very often used against them, and they 
extend to popular consciousness. For 
example, many people are ambiguous 
towards some sexual crimes and sexual 
activity. After all, it is "socially 
acceptable" to enjoy violent sex 
films, sexually titillating advertisements, 
'masculine' aggression, feminine passivity, 
etc. The hypocritical strong response 
is also seen in many men's call to "hang 
rapists" as if rapists and other sex 
offenders are deviants or a species apart. 

Research has shown that sexual 
offenders and rapists are not necessarily 
"maniacs". By describing rapists <\S 
deviants, some men are absolving them: , 
selves from any responsibility. Women 
are constantly being lectured on "right 
behaviour" but the question of educating 
men is seldom raised. 

The only 'safe' society where women 
are protected is a society of socially 
responsible men and women who do not 
condone derogatory behaviour towards 
women; who do not fmd amusing, films 
and images of women which degrade 
them; who do not practise double 
standards of being the "happy family 
man" while at the same time flirting. As 
long as women are regarded as under 
men's "protection", they will be 
subjected to the threat of violence. 
Rape and other forms of violence against 
women and children will only be solved 
when society focuses on the root causes, 
the perpetrators of these crimes instead 
of the victims. 

In the short-term, women do need 
protection in the form of "safe" houses 
from violent husbands and other men, 
protection in the form of deterrent 
sentencing of rapists, an extended legal 
definition of rape to cover those perpe
trated on boys below the age of consent. 
Women will only be encouraged to report 
such crimes when the police and law 
enforcement officers reconsider their 
interpretation of rape reports and are 
tactful and understanding with rape 
victims. 

Statistics should be judiciously kept 
so that comparisons can be made between 
the sentences given to men and women 
for the same offences and to ensure 
that defence in rape cases do not rely 
on sexist stereotypes of women. All 
the other points observed in other 
countries should be followed up to see 
if the same conditions prevail here. 

It must be driven home, that whatever 
a woman's behaviour and however she 
dresses, there is no justification for rape. 
To recognise this fact is to appreciate 
the full meaning of the CIVIL RIGHT 
of women to be treated as equal legal 
'persons' in every aspect of life, without 
discrimination in law or in fact e 



OEM OKRAS I 

• 
A rtikel berikut ialah jawapan Aliran 

kepada kumpulan-kumpulan 
tertentu yang mencabar kami bertanding 
dalam pilihanraya. Cabaran ini diperdengar· 
kan selepas persidangan perlembagaan 
Aliran Ogos lalu Artikel ini sebenarnya 
merupakan jawapan kepada lidah 
Pengarang Berita Harian 19 Ogos 1987. 
Akhbar tersebut tidak mahu menyiarkan 
jawapan kami - walhal hak rnenjawab 
tuduhan yang tidak berasas adalah salah 
satu daripada prinsip utama kewartawanan. 
Aliran menyesali sikap Berita Harian. 

Pengarang 

W alaupun saudara tidak berani dan 
tidak mempunyai integriti menamakan 
"kumpulan cerdik pandai", narnpaknya 
sasaran saudara ialah Aliran ataupun 
kumpulan sedernikian oleh kerana 
penulisan saudara terbit hasil serangan 
Perdana Menteri ke atas apa yang 
dikatakan para intelektual yang "menafsir 
Perlernbagaan dan dernokrasi sesuka hati 
rnereka". Ali ran, pada hari sebelurn
nya telah menamatkan persidangan 
"Reflections on the Malaysian Constitu
tion: 30 Years After Merdeka". Cabaran 
saudara rnengajak karni bertanding di 
dalarn pilihanraya rnerupakan laungan 
yang sesungguhnya lapuk dan basi. 
Aliran sudah berkali-kali sejak dahulu 
lagi menerangkan kenapa ia tidak mernilih 
politik pilihanraya. Politik pilihanraya 
dikuasai oleh politik perkaurnan. Sifat 
perkauman politik pilihanraya tidak 
mungkin dapat dirobah dengan memasuki 
arena pilihanraya. Kerana di dalam 
mana-mana persaingan pilihanraya sese
buah parti yang ingin hidup, apatah 
lagi berjaya, kenalah tunduk kepada 
tarikan dan tekanan politik perkaurnan. 

Aliran, sebaliknya, adalah sebuah per
gerakan yang benar-benar bersifat ber
bilang-kaum. Pendirian-pendirian karni 
mengenai beberapa isu perkauman tentu 
tidak akan membawakan kami sokongan 
dalam pilihanraya. Sebagai contoh, Aliran 
menentang penubuhan sebuah universiti 
berbahasa Cina serta pembentukan aliran 
pendidikan bahasa Cina yang berasingan. 
Parti-parti politik yang berasaskan 
sokongan masyarakat Cina akan sentiasa 
memperalatkan pendirian ini dalam meng
hentam Aliran. Serupalah jua Aliran 
selalu mengkritik cauvinisma Melayu, 
termasuk keterlaluan penekanan ke atas 
Kemelayuan di dalam dasar-dasar awam. 

Apakah 
Perlu 
Bertanding 
Dalam 
Pilihanraya 
Di dalam mana-mana persaingan pilihanraya sesebuah parti yang ingin hidup kenalah 
tunduk kepada tarikan dan tekanan politik perkauman. 

.. . 



Parti-parti seperti UMNO dapat dengan 
mudah mengembeling pengundi-pengundi 
Melayu menentang Aliran dengan 
menuduh kami mengenepikan kepen
tingan orang-orang Melayu. Begitulah 
juga, keengganan kami menyerah kepada 
"eksklusivisma Islam" dapat digunakan 
oleh PAS untuk men en tang kami. 

Pada Aliran, perjuangan menentang 
perkauman memerlukan pendedahan 
pemikiran perkauman yang kedapatan di 
kalangan sebarang sektor dan di kalangan 
semua Jrumpulan etnik. Kita harus 
berjuang menentang semua bentuk mitos, 
prasangka dan ketakutan yang berbau 
perkauman. Kita perlu menciptakan satu 
alternatif - satu pemikiran bukan
perkauman dalam sebarang isu utama. 
Ini memerlukan jangka masa yang amat 
panjang. Sesungguhnya ia suatu tugas 
yang berteraskan pendidikan. Di sini 
saluran-saluran yang harus digunakan 
ialah ceramah-ceramah, forum, seminar, 
buku-buku, rencana-rencana akhbar dll. 

Kalaulah ini menjadi cita-cita, apakah 
perlu bertanding dalam pilihanraya? 

Biarkanlah kami bangunkan kesedaran 
berbilang-kaum di dalam masyarakat 
Malaysia keseluruhannya sebagai langkah 
awal lagi terpenting di dalam perjuangan 
menentang perkauman yang memang 
akan memakan masa yang lama jua. 
Bilamana kesedaran ini agak kukuh, 
barulah kita bisa menyuarakan tindakan 
dalam bentuk lain untuk memberi crti 
kepada kesedaran ini. Akan tetapi kini 
masih belum tiba masanya. Perlulah 
kita insaf: mereka yang telah bcrusaha 
ke arah politik berbilang kaum melalui 
politik kepartian telah menemui ke
gagalan. Mungkin mereka ini telah 
mengabaikan langkah-langkah awal yang 
lain. 

Analisis-analisis kami mengenai kese
daran berbilang-kaum menunjukkan 
bahawa beberapa perubahan tertentu 
perlu diusahakan di luar proses pilihan
raya. Perjuangan ke arah hak asasi sivil 
dan kesamaan kaum bagi pihak Afro
American di Amerika Syarikat, sebagai 
contoh, adalah dirnulakan di luar arena 
pilihanraya di bawah usaha Martin 
Luther King. Perjuangan ke arah hak 
asasi wanita di Barat termasuk hak 
mengundi, bermula di luar arena politik 
pilihanraya. Perjuangan menentang pen
gabdian di England bertapak di luar 
politik pilihanraya dan akhirnya barulah 
memasuki Parlimen. Sebenarnya, banyak 
lagi reformasi, seperti universalisasi pen
didikan peringkat rendah, perkembangan 
penjagaan kesihatan asas, pembangunan 
kemudahan-kemudahan perumahan 
untuk golongan miskin dan perlindungan 
buruh-buruh kilang, bermula di luar 
gelanggang politik jua. ltulah sebabnya 
apa yang diusahakan oleh Aliran bukan· 
lah sesuatu yang luar biasa. Kalaulah 
saudara memahami sejarah dan perubahan 
sosial, saudara akan mengerti peranan 
Aliran di dalam masyarakat Malaysia. 

Bagaimanapun, kenapa pula saudara 
beranggapan bahawa keadilan dapat 
diperjuangkan hanya menerusi politik 
kepartian dan pilihanraya? Wartawan 
yang berusaha meningkatkan kesedaran 
rakyat serta mengemukakan isu-isu buat 
perhatian umum juga memperjuangkan 
keadilan, menerusi penulisannya. Semata· 
mata kerana kebanyakan wartawan tidak 
lagi memainkan peranan sebegitu, 
janganlah meny~kat golongan lain dari· 
pada memainkan peranan tersebut. Apa
kah wajar menyuruh wartawan yang 
membongkarkan rasuah kerajaan, seperti 
yang dilakukan oleh sesetengah wartawan 
di Filipina dan India, untuk bertanding 
dalam pilihanraya? Apakah menasabah 
kalau menyuruh Mochtar Lubis, seorang 
wartawan ternama di Indonesia yang 
juga pejuang hak asasi manusia - untuk 
bertanding dalam pilihanraya kerana 
dianya amat prihatin terhadap kebebasan 
dan demokrasi? 

lidah pengarang saudara juga men
dakwa bahawa ·'golongan ini memperalat-
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kan bekas-bekas pemirnpin untuk kepen
tingan mereka". Siapakah dia "bekas-
bekas pemimpin" yang kononnya 
"diperalatkan" oleh kami? Tunku 
Abdul Rahman? YTM Tunku telah 
diundang untuk merasmikan Persidangan 
tersebut kerana beliau merupakan 
penggubal utama Perlembagaan negara. 
Berapa banyak negarakah yang ber
peluang melihat dan merasai kehadiran 
"bapa negara" mereka 30 tahun selepas 
Merdeka? Tidak dapat disangkal bahawa 
Tunku merupakan pilihan yang paling 
sesuai bagi perasmikan tersebut. Tam
bahan pula, kami telah bercadang 
mengumiakan 'Anugcrah Rakyat Terpuji' 
kepada beliau. Mungkin saudara masih 
ingat bahawa 10 tahun lalu, sema~ • 
penubuhan Ali ran, Tunkulah yang 
merasmikan seminar Aliran mengenai 
Demokrasi. Aliran menghormati dan 
menyanjung tinggi Tunku - walaupun 
kami tidak pernah ragu-ragu untuk 
menyatakan tentang kelemahan
kelemahan serta kegagalan-kegagalan ter
tentu beliau semasa menjadi Perdana 
Menteri. 

Lain-lain bekas pemimpin yang di· 
undang merupakan samada pakar dalam 
bidang-bidang tertentu atau individu
individu yang dapat menyumbang kepada 
Persidangan berkenaan. Namun, se
bahagian besar pembentang kertas kerja 
merupakan individu-individu ternama 
yang masih aktif dalam hal-ehwal negara. 

Janganlah menuduh Aliran memper
alatkan si ini atau si anu. Ramai pem
bentang kertas kerja turut mendukung 
cita-cita perjuangan Aliran. Sesetengah 
daripada mereka merupakan penyokong 
aktif yang telah banyak memberi 
sokongan moral kepada Aliran. Hanya 
mereka yang sentiasa memperalatkan 
orang lain ya.ug beranggapan bahawa 
semua pihak selalu sahaja memperalat
·kan orang lain. 

Akhirnya, saudara menasihati Aliran 
dan kumpulan-kumpulan sepertinya 
untuk "menggembeling tenaga dan 
melakukan sesuatu untuk membuktikan 
kesungguhan perjuangan mereka". Pada 
pendapat saudara apakah yang kami 
lakukan selama ini? Tidakkah kami 
membuktikan kesungguhan perjuangan 
kami secara mengorbankan harta-benda, 
status dan keselesaan demi cita-cita 
unggul yang melampaui jangkahidup 
kami? Berapa ramaikah pemirnpin
pemirnpin politik yang dijulung tinggi 
oleh wartawan-wartawan tertentu, kepada 
mana wartawan-wartawan ini mengham
bakan diri, sanggup berbuat demikian? 
Berapa ramaikah wartawan yang rela 
mengorbankan pendapatan lumayan 
mereka demi cita-cita yang unggul lagi 
murni? Apa lagi jika bukan ini yang 
membuktikan 'kesungguhan perjuangan 
kami?' . 

Chandra Muzaffar 



ALTERNATIVES 

I 
n days gone by men tried to be good, 
impelled by some higher moral force 
in which they believed; and goodness 
meant such things as truthfulness, 
honesty, kindness, chastity, unselfish

ness. Men felt that it was the highest 
moral duty to try to be good. Whether 
they succeeded in their trial, ot whether 
they tried at all, was a different matter. 
The important point is that society 
provided every individual with the 
motive to be good: it was the command 
of religion, of Go'd; it was necessary 
for one's highest growth, for self
realisation; it brought peace and supreme 
happiness; it brought salvation and 
freedom from births and deaths. 

In present society, with the hold of 
religion gone, faith in God shaken, moral 
values discarded as dead-weights of the 
dark ages of history; in short, with 
materialism enthroned in men's hearts, 
are there any incentives to goodness 
left? Indeed, has the question any 
relevance at all to present facts, problems 
and ideals of human society? 

I hold emphatically that no other 
question is more relevant to us today. 

In spite of what may be broadly 
described as the materialist climate of 
present society, men everywhere are 
engaged, in their different ways, in 
creating a heaven upon earth - in 
remaking, refining, perfecting human 
society. These efforts, even the most 
idealistic and ambitious, such as Commu
nism of its original conception , seem, 
however, to be shipwrecking on one 
obdurate rock - human baseness. It is 
clearer today than ever that social 
reconstruction is impossible without 
human reconstruction. Society cannot 
be good unless individual men are good, 
and particularly those men who form 
the elite of society. 

Here then is the crux of the modern 
problem. Men wish to create, if not an 
ideal, at least a good society. Modern 

science and technology make that task 
far easier than ever before. But men 
lack the tools with which to make 
themselves. And the ideals are forgotten, 
and they begin to fight for power, 
position, spoils, bringing down the whole 
edifice of the new society. 

Therefore, the problem of human 
goodness is of supreme moment today. 
The individual asks today why he should 
be good. There is no God, no soul, no 
morality, no life hereafter, no cycle of 
birth and death. He is merely an organism 
of matter, fortuitously brought into 
being, and destined soon to dissolve 
into the infinite ocean of matter. He sees 
all around him evil succeed- corruption, 
profiteering, lying, deception, cruelty, 
power - politics, violence. He asks 
naturally why he should be virtuous. 
Our social norms of today and the 
materialist philosophy which rules the 
affairs of men answer back: he need not. 
The cleverer he is, the more gifted, the 
more courageously he practises the new 
amorality, and in the toils of this 
amorality the dreams and aspirations 
of human-kind become warped and 
twisted. 

For many years I have worshipped at 
the shrine of the goddess - Dialectical 
Materialism - which seemed to me 
intellectually more satisfying than any 
other philosophy. But while the main 
quest of philosophy remains unsatisfied, 
it has become patent to me that 
materialism of any sort robs man of the 
means to become truly human. ln a 
material civilization man has no rational 
incentive to be good ... I feel convinced, 
therefore, that man must go beyond 
the material to find the incentives to 
goodness. As a corollary, l feel further 
that the task of social reconstruction 
cannot succeed under the inspiration of 
a materialist philosophy. 

It may be asked if any social condi
tioning is at all necessary for men to 
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acquire goodness. Is not man essentially 
good? Are not most men in every society 
decent? 

Yes and no. 
Man is a socio-organic being: He is 

partly the product of "nature" and 
partly that of society. What man is by 
nature cannot be said with certainty. 
Indeed, the very concepts of good and 
bad are super-natural or super-organic. 
There is nothing good or bad in nature. 
Human nature, apart from the instincts 
of self and race preservation, is most 
likely of a neutral character which 
acquires moral tones in accordance 
with social conditioning. .. 

It is true that in every sodc::ly must 
men are decent and good. These men go 
through life without being called upon 
to make any vital moral judgments. 
Their routine of life runs within narrow 
circles, and custom and tradition answer 
for them the questions concerning 
right and wrong. 

But, fustly, these harmless det:ent 
men are apt under social stimuli to tum 
suddenly wild and vicious. 

Secondly, what is vital for the 
character of society, and for the direction 
of its growth, is not so much the 
character of the inert mass as that of the 
elite. It is the philosophy and action of 
this group of the select that determine 
the destinies of men. To the extent 
the elite becomes godless or amoral, 
to that extent evil overtakes the human 
race. 

Let me hasten to remove a possible 
misunderstanding. I do not mean to 
suggest that all those who profess a 
philosophy of materialism are vicious 
nor that all non-materialists are good. 
But what I do assert is that there is no 
logic in materialism for the individual 
to endeavour deliberately to acquire 
and practise goodness. On the other 
hand, those who go beyond matter will 
find it difficult to justify non-good. 

Non-materialism - I am using this 
negative phrase because I have no parti
cular school in mind - by rejecting 
matter as the ultimate reality, imme
diately elevates the individual to a moral 
plane, and urges him, without reference 
to any objective outside of himself, to 
endeavour to realise his own true nature 
and fulfil the purpose of his being. This 
endeavour becomes the powerful motive 
force that drives him in its natural course 
to the good and the true. It will be seen 
as an important corollary of this that 
only when materialism is transcended 
does individual man come into his own 
and become an end in himself e 
From Indian Political Thou~t (From 
Renade to Shave, Jaico, Bombay, 1961) 



A record pf Aliran's complete press 
statements made in the preceding 
months. 

Political Funds 

The purpose of the law is to ensure 
that justice prevails. If a certain 
action of the Government tran· 

gresses the principles of justice or violates 
standards of integrity, then the law 
as interpreted by the Courts, has an 
obligation to rectify the situation. A 
Government in a Parliamentary Demo· 
cracy must accept the wisdom of the 
Courts in such matters - even if it goes 
against the interests of certain individuals 
in power. 

Aliran is also disappointed by the 
statement of Prime Minister in con· 
nection with U.MNO's method of raising 
funds. If UMNO has incurred debts 
to the tune of 360 million ringgit in 
putting up an expensive complex in 
Kuala Lumpur, it is wrong to compel 
the general public to settle UMNO's 
debts. It is UMNO members who should 
pay for the UMNO complex. 

If UMNO needs funds, it can always 
raise them through donations. No one 
will regard donations as bribes as long 
as economic decisions made by the 
UMNO·led Government are not 
influenced by these donations. To safe· 
guard its position, UMNO should provide 
details to the public on the type of 
donations it receives. Indeed, there 
should be a law requiring all political 
parties to disclose their sources of 
funding to the general public. 

29 August 1987 Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

Fighting From Outside 

I wish to thank Mr. Chan Kim 
Boon for his interest in Aliran's 
role in our society (letter in 

Star, Aug, 27). 
However we wish to point out that 

our work as a social reform movement 
is best carried out outside the arena 
of electoral politics. It is true that with 
political power one can translate ideas 
into policies but participation in electoral 
politics often pervers one's goals and 
ideals, with little assurance of success. 

On the other hand, the reform of 
society must involve spreading social 
consciousness among the people which 
can be achieved outside the electoral 
process. Spreading social consciousness 
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TITLE OF BOOK PRICE 

1. FREEDOM IN FETTERS 
Is a comprehensive study of the state of demo-
cracy in Malaysia. It deals with all the major 
laws and institutions relevant to an under-
standing of democracy in Malaysia. It examines $10.20 
all the major trends and developments which 
have influenced the practice of democracy in 
Malaysia. 

2. DIALOGUE ON DEMOCRACY 
Is a collection of speeches made by leaders of 
various political parties & public interest 
societies in connection with the 3rd Dialogue $ 3.20 
of Concern on Parliamentary Democracy held 
in July 1985. 

3. CABARAN-CABARAN SEMASA 

A book in Bahasa Maaysia dealing with human 
rights, democracy, the economy, labour, ethnic 
relations, education, moral values and inter- $ 7.20 
national affairs. 

4. PANDANGAN ALIRAN: 
Me ngandungi pendapat, cadangan, analise dan 
komen yang jarang tersiar di akhbar-akhbar $10.20 
tempatan. 

5. LIMA PERSOALAN 1s the translation of $ 3.70 
.5 Controversies' into Bahasa Malaysia 

6. CORRUPTION contains papers on various 
aspects of this social scourge presented by 
Aliran officials and guest speakers at a seminar $ 4.20 
held in November 1980. It is easily readable, 
informative and analytical. 

7. THEAN TEIK: THE OTHER SIDE OF 
DEVELOPMENT discusses the Thean Teik 
dispute objectively and raises the question, $ 3.20 
"Development for Whom?" 

8. THE ARMS RACE: HUMANITY IN CRISIS 
reflects a common humanitarian viewpoint 
on the awful realities of modern warfare. It $ 5.20 
attempts to consider the transformation of 
man and society as the means towards 
achieving a worldwide peace. 

9. WE SHALL OVERCOME- SONGS OF 
HUMANITY is a rich and varied collection 
of songs dealing with reality, hope, freedom, $ 4.20 
justice, unity, peace, compassion, etc. 

10. All RAN MONTHLY 
1 year's subscription - 12 issues• $10.50 
2 year's subscription - 24 issues: $20.50 

Bank Commission for outstation cheque $ 0.50 

TOTAL 

• Prices inclusive of Postage. For overseas orders: prices are in US$. 

NO. OF 
COST COPIES 
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requires communicating Aliran 's views 
on a range of social issues through talks, 
seminars, books and periodicals. 

In short, Ali ran's vocation is essen· 
tially educational in nature and entering 
the competition for political power 
would be detrimental to this vocation. 

1 September 1987 Gan Teik Chee 
Exco Member . 

Aliran's Triumph 

T he High Court's decision on Aliran's 
application for a permit to publish 
in Bahasa Malaysia is a triumph 

for truth and justice. It is a reminder 
to the Government that freedom of 
expression is a sacred principle which 
should not be sacrificed at the altar 
of political expediency. Through its 
wise decision, the Judiciary has once 
again established the importance of 
fairness in the Government's dealings 
with the citizens of the land. It is, 
however, sad that a citizen's group has 
to turn to the Courts to seek remedy 
for an obvious injustice done by a 
Government which claims to be liberal. 
If the Government was truly liberal, 
Aliran would not have had to go to 
Court. We would have been granted a 
permit right away. 

2 September 1987 Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

Burning Of Mosques 

A !iran supports the call by the 
Regent of Pahang to the people 
to remain calm and not be pro· 

voked by the recent burning of five 
mosques in the state. Aliran also com· 
mends the police for their prompt action 
to investigate the culprits responsible 
for the burnings. It is hoped that the 
authorities will come out with an official 
report in the quickest time so as to 
dispel unhealthy rumours and wild 
speculations about the happenings. The 
wanton and deliberate destruction of the 
mosques or any other house of workshtp 
is a despicable act that should be con· 
demned by rational Malaysians as it is 
against the Constitution that guarantees 
freedom of worship for all. 

4 September Ariffin Omar 
Exco Memher 



ISA For Passport Forgers 

A !iran views with gravity the 
recent arrests of three men for 
alleged involvement with a 

syndicate involved in forging Malaysian 
international passports. The arrests were 
made under the Internal Security Act 
(ISA) and the Home Ministry has not 
in any way attempted to explain or 
prove to the public that the ISA arrests 
are justified in view of an imminent 
or real threat to the security of the 
nation. 

Aliran is particularly concerned with 
the fact that the three men arrested 
are now deprived of their basic right 
to defence in a fair and open trial since 
no such process is necessarv under the 
ISA. We see no reason for the use of 
the ISA in the arrest of the three men. 
We see no justification in detention 
without trial. 

There are provisions in the ISA which 
are intrinsically anti-thetical to the 
basic rights of a person. It is not an 
act which speaks well of the Government 
that it should impose the ISA with 
such summariness in connection with 
the alleged criminal forging activities 
of the three men. No attempt has been 
made to establish the magnitude of 
threat to national security caused by 
Malaysians selling forged passports to 
Sri Lankans wishing to enter Britain, 
to an extent that the Government sees 
it fit to detain people without trial. 

Without a doubt forging is a criminal 
activity which calls for punishment. 
Surely there can be no dearth of criminal 
laws of the land which may aptly be 
invoked to adequately deal with the 
problem of passport forging. 

Aliran fails to see the rationale nor 
the justification for the arrests of the 
three men under the ISA and calls for 
their release. Charges should instead 
be brought against them so thai they may 
have a fair hearing in an open trial. It 
is only through an open hearing that 
the truth can be established for all and 
guilt or innocence proved. 

8 September 1987 Tong Veng Wye 
Exco Member 

Islamic Laws 

B y applying certain Islamic criminal 
laws to both Muslims and non
Muslims, there is no guarantee 

that the incidence of theft, kidnapping 
or drug trafficking would be reduced. 

These and other similar crimes are 
caused by a variety of factors. It is much 
more important to eliminate the under
lying causes of such crimes which are 
often sociological, than to be overly 
concerned with modes of punishme~at. 

Similarly, it would be much more 
beneficial to society if those forces 
which tend to erode the integrity of the 
institution of marriage are checked than 
to apply a common mode of punishment 
to Muslims and non-Muslims guilty of 
adultery. 

Since Islam and the other religions 
share similar perspectives on what is right 
and what is wrong in relation to social 
behaviour and public conduct, Muslim 

and non-Muslim scholars should explore 
ways and means of strengthening this 
shared world-view among the different 
communities. This is now a more urgent 
task in our multi-ethnic society than 
debating on the type of Islamic criminal 
law that should be applied to non· 
Muslims. 

In any case, the obsession with modes 
of punishment does not do justice to 
the essence and spirit of Islam. Muslim 
scholars would serve society better if 
they explained the underlying concepts 
of justice, freedom and unity in Islam 
to both Muslims and non-Muslims. 

12 September 1987 Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

Rural Poverty 

I t is good that in the last few years 
UMNO Youth has become quite 
concerned about poverty. One hopes 

that UMNO and the Barisan Nasional 
will soon hold a special assembly to 
formulate concrete measures aimed at 
eradicating poverty in both rural and 
urban areas among all communities. 

The eradication of poverty demands 
a variety of integrated approaches since 
it is a complex problem. There is not 
only rural and urban poverty which 
requires different solutions but also 
absolute and relative poverty. 

Increasing farm sizes so that they 
would no longer be uneconomical is an 
important first step in the eradication 
of poverty in rural areas. This calls 
for legislation which lays down an 
economically viable minimum size for 
farm holdings. There should also be a 
ceiling on farm sizes. An effective 
co-operative movement which takes care 
of credit and marketing is also vital for 
the alleviation of rural poverty. 

Once marketing is well organised, 
it would be easier to develop small and 
medium-sized industries and commercial 
enterprises in rural areas. A dynamic 
rural industrialisation programme based 
upon local resources and geared towards 
the consumption needs of the domestic 

population would be one of the best 
ways of eradicating poverty. 

13 September 1987 Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

Co-Op Probe 

A liran is pleased to note that police 
investigations are being carried 
out into lending operations of the 

Central Co-operative Bank and the Chang 
Min Thien Education Fund. 

The Central Co-operative Bank's 
problems first came to light in October 
1986 with allegations that some well· 
known personalities in the public service 
and the private sector were invol;ea 
in banking irregularities. 

As for the Chang Min Thien Education 
Fund and other funds held by Multi; 
Purpose Holdings Bhd, it is now reported 
that many prominent MCA leaders 
are being questioned in connection with 
the handling of these funds. 

AI iran hopes that the Government will 
take decisive follow-up action pursuant 
to Police investigations regardless of 
the political affiliations of those involved 
in any financial misconduct. 

18 September 1987 Gan Teik Chee 
Exco Member 

Law Against Rape 

A !iran supports the various groups 
which have called for tougher 
penalities for sexual offences in 

view of the recent spate of atrocities 
committed against children. 

Aliran urges that the amendments 
which have been put forward by various 
concerned organisations be tabled at 
the next Parliamentary session. Effective 
legislation should follow. 

20 September 1987 Hamima Dona Mustafa 
Secretary 

Citizens Against Rape demonstration: Aliran urges the tabling of effective legeslation in 
Parliament 
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