


A LIRA IS 10 

A 
liran turned 10 on 12 August 
1987. It was on 12 August 
1977 that Aliran held its 
Inaugral General Meeting at· 

tended by its seven founding members 
drawn from the three main communities 
in Malaysia. 

For those of us who have been part of 
Aliran's struggle these last 10 years, it is, 
in a sense, a wonder that our movement 
has managed to survive this long. The 
obstacles have been formidable, the 
challenges redoubtable. 

As we reflect upon our first decade of 
existence we ask: What have we achieved? 
What are our strengths? Where are we 
weak? 

Growth 

If we begin 
with our mi
nor accom
plishments, 
we are happy 
to note that 
Aliran has 
grown steadi
ly since 1981. 
Up to the 

end of 1980, we had just 55 members. 
Now (at the beginning of July 1987) 
there are 225 members. For an organi
sation that has never gone out of its way 
to recruit new members, this is quite 
commendable. Besides, Aliran is in no 
position to offer any of those material or 
non-material - allurements which often 
tempt people to join certain types of 
societies. It cannot promise a seat in a 
""~t.e Assembly or in Parliament to 
any~·~ It cannot fight for better wages 
for Its n.'"'1b~rs. It cannot protect the 
consumer ~~ of a consumerist 
middle-class. it-.. c~:.n~ assure its adhe
rents of salvaton in thc-,flex.~orld. All 
that Aliran. off~-r~ is ~n oppDrti:lni.ty to 
any Malaysian citizen m any walk of life 
to commit himself to certain spiritual 
ideals and principles which will help 
create a more just and humane world:-~ 

Considering what it stands for, it is 
significant that there are Aliran members 
in almost every State in the Federation 
including Sabah and Sarawak. More 
important, Aliran continues to maintain 

AI iran: helping to create a more just and 
humane world. 

its multi-ethnic character. This is remar· 
kable especially since the last 10 years has 
witnessed serious ethnic polarisation. 

Activities 

Howev er, 
membership 
alone is no 
indicator of 
growth and 
expansion. 
Aliran has at

initiated 
and imple
mented a 

number of activities since It has 
produced and distributed a large number 
of books, pamphlets and tapes. Some of 
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Below: Press statements in an English ~ · 
language daily. 
Right: Pamphlet effort joining in the 
fight against corruption. 

Lhe publkatiuu~ are out of print, others 
have gone into second print. The Aliran 
Monthly, in circulation since 1984, 
reaches about 35,000 people. Aliran's 
articles, letters and press statements 
appear regularly in at least one English 
language daily. In the course of the iast 
10 years Aliran leaders, especially its 
President Dr Chandra Muzaffar, have 
spoken to thousands upon thousands of 
Malaysians in both Bahasa Malaysia and 
English through countless forums and 
seminars held in various parts of the 
country. This has enabled religious move
ments, trade unions, professional bodies, 
women's groups, student associations, 
youth organisations and other types of 
voluntary societies to come into contact 
with Alirail's ideas and ideals. 
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Scandal!: 
campaigning for the public's right to know 

Dr. Chandra meets German Parliamentarians. 

Delegates from World YWCA Asian Women 
leader's Conference visit Aliran office. 

Cooperation 

~or~:a-...--,---...on.-----....._ At the same 
time, Aliran 
has held dia· 
logues on im· 
portant na· 
tional con· 
cems with a 
number of 
public inte· 
rest societies, 

trade unions and political parties. Indeed, 
we have played a very big part in encou· 
raging cooperation among citizens' 
groups. We have worked with others on 
certain grassroots issues. Aliran on its 
own and in conjunction with other 
groups has also organized a number of 
public campaigns. Some of these cam· 
paigns have been directed at getting 
election candidates to declare their 
financial assets to the public and per· 
suading the Government to set up an 

independent Commission of Inquiry on 
the BMF scandal. 

Internat ional Ro le 

There are 
other activi· 
ties too 
which Aliran 
is engaged in. 
It is not 
generally 
known that 
we do attend 
to individual 

grievances from the public especially if 
they relate to human rights. At regional 
and international levels, Aliran has also 
succeeded in carving out a role for 
itself. Through exchange of publications, 
conferences and visits, our organisation 
has made a name for itself among human 
rights groups, alternative movements and 
religious bodies with a progressive out· 
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look keen on promoting inter-faith 
dialogues. It is partly because of our role 
at the internaional level (apart from our 
contribution to our own society) that 
Aliran has been given roster status with 
the Economic and Social Council of the 
United Nations. It is an honour, which 
appropriately enough, came to us in our 
tenth year. 

Profile 

Aliran then 
has a certain 
profile both 
locally and 
inteFnational· 
ly. Jt woutct 
not be wrong 
to say that 
within the 
Malaysian 

middle-class, Aliran is now almost a 
househo1d word. Though there is no 
doubt that a segment of that middle· 
class does not know what Aliran stands 
for, they are all aware of its existence. 
Even groups at the lower echelons of 
society taxi drivers, hotel workers, 
JMG employees - are conscious of 
Aliran's role. In fact, they have been 
much more supportive of our struggle 
than people in the upper echelons of the 
middle-class. 

Fundamental Rights 

But being 
aware of a 
citizens' 
group's exis· 
tence means 
nothing if its 
ideas are not 
making an 
impact. 
There are 

perhaps at least four areas where Aliran's 
thinking has had some influence upon 
society, or at least sections of it. First, 
Aliran, together with other groups, has 
helped to create greater awareness among 
a lot of people - especially those within 
the middle-class - of the importance, the 
significance of fundamental civil liberties 
and political freedoms. Ten years ago, 
human rights consciousness of this sort 
was quite low. By raising a whole array 
of human rights questions, through the 
press and through other channels, Aliran 
has, in a modest way, made Malaysians 
more sensitive to their responsibilities in 
a Parliamentary Democracy. The earnest· 
ness with which a number of urban 
Malaysians of all communities have been 
expressing themselves on political and 
social issues through the letters column of 
one or two newspapers and journals is 
evidence of this. 



--
Accountability 

Second, Ali
ran and va
rious other 
groups and 
individuals, 
have made a 
significant 
section of 
Malaysian so
ciety aware 

of the crucial importance of public 
accountability in a democracy. That 
the Government should explain its 
policies and account for its actions, is an 
idea which was somewhat alien to a lot;; 
of our people until very recently. Even"' 
five or seven years ago, they were quite 
prepared to trust the power-holders 
explicitly for it was believed that 'the 
Government knows best', that 'the ·· 
Government can't be wrong'. All that 
has now changed. Within UMNO itself, 
the rank-and-file is no longer willing to be 
unquestioningly loyal to the party Presi
dent and Prime Minister. UMNO members 
ar~ demanding accountability! Undenia
bly, it is due to some extent to the new 
atmosphere fostered by Aliran and the 
others. 

Corruption 

Development 

~ 1r~< '~ 
,y..- '• '!'" ~,l 

~-,~ ! ~i,___· ___, 

Finally, one 
of Aliran's 
main con
cerns since 
its inception 
has been 
with the 
concept and 
character of 
development 
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pursued by the Government. This con
cern is now shared by a slowly expanding 
community of Malaysians. They are 
worried that the bias towards the middle 
and upper classes in development policies 
will further weaken the position of the 
poor and powerless majority. 

Opposition and Government 

At a diffe-
rent level, 
Aliran can 
perhaps 
claim that 
some of its 
ideas and 
analyses on 
Government 
and demo

cracy have seeped into the thought
processes of opposition parties. Lest a 
wrong impression is created, the Govern
ment too has not been totally averse to 
specific proposals from Aliran. Seven 
years ago, Aliran suggested the establish
ment of an autonomous Inter-Religious 
Council to smoothen communication 
among the different faiths. Though an 
autonomous Council has yet to be set 
up, the Government did form an Inter
Religious Committee comprising repre
sentatives of the various faiths and Aliran 
within the Department of National Unity 
in the Prime Minister's Office. Unfortu
nately, the Committee became defunct 
soon afterwards. Way back in 1979, 
Aliran also proposed that values common 
to the different religions and cultures 
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should constitute the basis of the 
evolution of a Malaysian nation. The 
Ministry of Information showed some 
interest in our proposal and a couple 
of discussions were held between Minis
try officials led by the then Deputy 
Minister of Information Dr Ling Liong 
Sik and Aliran Executiye Committee 
members. The idea was to explore ways 
and means of incorporating shared values 
into Television and Radio programmes. 
Apart from a grand seminar on common 
values held at Port Dickson in November 
1980, nothing much has been done in the 
last seven years. Still, the point is the 
State made some attempt to respond to 
certain ideas from aliran. 

Public Opinion 

It is apparent "" 
then that 
Aliran has 
played a role 
in developing 
social con
sciousness 
mainly in the 
sphere of de

==...., mocracy and 
human rights but also in relation to 
certain other issues. It is indisputably 
true that Aliran has been a significant 
force in the articulation Of public opinion 
in recent years. How significant it is, it 
would not be possible to gauge since it is 
always difficult to measure the impact of 
ideas or of values in a particular setting 
especially when the larger society itself is 
in flux. 



Top: Aliran is concerned about the development policies of the 
government which further weaken the position of the poor. 
Below: Too much dependence on Chandra. 
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BMF Campaign 

Failures 

However, 
just as Aliran 
has certain 
accomplish
ments to its 
credit, so it 
has expe
rienced va
rious failures. 
The leader

ship of Aliran had hoped that by the end 
of the ftrst decade, there would be Aliran 
centres in each and every State. This has 
not happened. Though the majority of 
Aliran members do not live in Penang 
(unlike the early years), the organisation 
has yet to develop a strong presence 
outside Penang and Kuala Lumpur
Petaling Jaya. 

This related, in a way, to yet another 
failure. Aliran does not have a grassroots 
presence. Because there are not enough 
organisers or even members at State level, 
it has not been possible to expand down
wards. Aliran does, of ccourse, take up 
grassroots issues. And we have on a 
number of occasions spoken to grassroots 
groups. That is, however, quite different 
from organising at grassroots level. 
Human resources apart, the Government's 
all-embracing, all-pervasive network of 
control at that level is also an 
impediment. 

We had also hoped that as the years go 
by, there would be less and less depen
dence upon Chandra. This has begun to 
happen, though not at the pace we would 

have liked. Quite a bit of the thinking and 
planning, writing and speech-making con
tinue to be done by the President. 

Integration 

~m- , ~But more 
~- '1'. v . __ A than these 

~ ··~~1. • ,· . ~ ,; sh~rtcomings, 
• ~~- ' ~ Alnan'.s real 

1 ~-~ • . · ~ problem is its 
--~- <t:! . ~-~ 1 . inability to 
, . I'JI/ ~1 1 r- " persuade a 
~ Jf/~· ·,\ substantial 

/
..._, ~ ~ ' segment of 

· - '- the middle-
class to accept its concept of, and 
approach to, national integration. We 
have always argued with candour and 
vigour that an essential prerequisite for 
integration in Malaysia is sympathetic 
understanding among the non-Bumiputra 
intelligentsia of the Malay background of 
present-day Malaysian society, the role of 
the Malay language as a lingua franca 
and the position of Islam in the historical 
development of the nation. At the same 
time, we have never ceased to plead with 
passion and conviction with the Bumipu
tra intelligentsia to develop genuine 
appreciation of the legitimate aspirations 
of the non-Burniputras. Our common 
humanity demands that there should be 
no ethnic discrimination against the 
non-Burniputras. The non-Burniputras 
have as much right as the Bumiputras to 
expect justice and equality in this fair 
land of ours. Sad to say, our sincere 
efforts to get the educated stratum in 
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both communities to understand each 
other's position have not been successful. 
If anything, ethnic relations, as we have 
observed, have become much worse. We 
are now beginning to see how on most 
ethnic and even certain non-ethnic issues, 
the perceptions of Bumiputra and non· 
Bumiputra, Malay and non-Malay, Muslim 
and non-Muslim, tend to collide. Invari
ably they lead to heated verbal hostilities. 
Aliran, like many other concerned groups 
in public life, has become a helpless 
spectator in this drama of ethnic 
polarisation. 

Why is it so difftcult for Aliran to be 
more effective in this struggle for 
genuine integration and unity? The major 
reasons have been stated many times 
before. The inter-ethnic coalition in 
power, the Barisan Nasional, does not 
want the communities to forge indestruc
tible links of solidarity since it has a 
clear, direct stake in communal politics. 
Almost all the opposition parties also 
beneftt from the communal game at 
which they have become amazingly 
adept . and adroit. Then there is the 
media. Some of the newspapers for 
instance thrive upon the exploitation 
of communal sentiments. Even if they 
don't, there are very few newspapers 
or journalists who are deeply devoted 
to the cause of genuine national inte
gration. This is one of the reasons why 
Aliran's balanced analysis of the ethnic 
situaton which tries to understand 
the feelings of both Bumiputras and 
non-Burniputras has never been given 
prominence in any of the dailies. 



Obstacles 

It is not just 
on the ethnic 
question that 
Aliran's arti-

lii~~~~~::::::::! culation is 
___.,. curbed and 

~ ... 0,-c:Jif controlled. 
V .. I' Right from 

the outset, 
Aliran has 

had to face all sorts of obstacles from the 
Government. The formal registration of 
the organisation took more than a year
and-a-half. To get a permit to publish 
an English Quarterly we had to wait 
more than a year. Mter the ftrst issue, 
which came out in the last quarter 
of 1980, the journal's publishing permit 
was not renewed for a whole year. Since 
then - in all fairness to the Government 
- we have not encountered any serious 
problems with our English language 
periodical which is now a Monthly. 

However, as far as obtaining a permit 
to publish a periodical in Bahasa Malaysia 
is concerned, we have had bad news 
up to now. In the last four years, we had 
applied twice. On both occasions, our 
application was rejected without any 
reasons being given. We have therefore 
decided to take the matter to Court. One 
of our main arguments is that Aliran has 
been denied its constitutional right to 
freedom of expression. 

While the Government's undemocratic 
attitude in the case of our Bahasa Malay
sia application has hurt us badly, our 
activities have been adversely affected 
by other restrictions too. Holding public 
forums and seminars for Aliran, as for 
other public interest societies, has never 
been an easy task. Government rules and 
regulations are obviously designed to 
discourage such activities. Even when 
Aliran set up harmless Citizens' Alert 
Committees (RADAR groups) in certain 
Parliamentary constituencies as part of an 

The middle~lass: two portraits. 

on-going endeavour to ensure democratic 
accountability, the reaction of the 
authorities was quite unfavourable. Our 
application to the Registrar of Societies 
seeking permission to establish branches 
at State level has not even been acknow
ledged! It must also be noted that over 
the years a handful of Aliran members 
have been quizzed by Special Branch 
personnel. If the aim is to instil fear 
among members then it has not worked 
at all. 

However, the most drastic measure 
taken against Aliran is something we 
haven't discussed yet. In October 1980, 
there was an attempt by the Government 
to de-register Aliran. A statement made 
on behalf of the organisation on ine
quities in a new wage and allowance 
structure within the public service served 
as the excuse for a 'show cause' letter. 
The de-registration move failed partly 
because of considerable local public 
suport for Aliran, partly because of 
some international support and partly 
because the Government realised that 
it would not serve its own interests to 
destroy Aliran. Still, the very fact that 
some leaders in Government tried to get 
rid of the organisation is an indication 
of how Aliran is regarded in certain 
circles. 

Dengan dukacitanya ... bad news for our Bahasa Malaysia periodical. 

Permoh1nan Permit Penerbitan 
6(1}(a)~) • Akta Mesin Cetak 
bertajuk: 

'SERUAN ALlRAN' 

Saya d2.arah r.erujuk kepada pcrmohonan t:uan sepertj 

Dukaci ta dimak lurnKan baha•.va YB Menteri telah 

keput.usan menolak pennohonan tuan tersebut. 

Sekian, dimaklumkc;n . 
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The Middle-Class 

The Govern
ment's some
what nega
tive attitude 
towards Ali
ran is com
pounded by 
certain other 
attitudes 

L------------' held by cer
tain other groups. Though a small section 
of the middle-class is committed to, and 
supportive of, Aliran a much bigger and 
stronger segment within that class docs 
not care for the activities of public 
interest groups like Aliran. The goals 
and ideals of these groups mean nothing 
to them. This is also an obstacle to the 
growth of Aliran for the intellectual 
and material resources that this class 
commands would have helped a move
ment dedicated to social change to 
develop rapidly. 

The Aliran Membership 

Indeed, some 
of the moral 
weaknesses 
of ' •. !alay
SWl middle
cia . - its 
sel:- centred
r .:ss, its ina
bility to 
sacriftce per

sonal comfort for altruiStic goals, its 
materialistic orientation . its communal 
tendencies - may e~en be present within 
the Aliran memberslup itself. It is perhaps 
to be expected that traces of such weak
nesses would be found in any organisa
tion that has gro\\ n into maturity within 
this setting. After all, we are creatures 
of our socia; environment. What is 
laudable about the vast majority of 
Aliran members, however, is that they 
are acutely conscious of the danger of 
those atutudes which are inimical to the 
Aliran philosophy and therefore endea
vour to overcome them. 



Giving life and soul to the Aliran cause: our dedicated 
core printing posters. 

With faith in God and with love for all His children ..• 

Finance 

This leaves us 
with one fi. 
nal impedi· 
ment, an im· 
pediment 
which in cer
tain circum
stances, 
could ensure 
life or spell 

death for any voluntary organisation. 
This is money. Since Aliran depends 
entirely upon the Malaysian public to 
sustain it financially, the lack of com
mitment among so many middle-class 
people to the ideals that we represent, 
also affects our capacity to mobilise 
funds. Given the wealth and prosperity 
of the Malaysian middle-class as a whole, 
it is a real pity that so few individuals 
have come forward to help Aliran with 
ringgit and sen. The lack of fmancial 
resources has certainly circumscribed 

Aliran's activities. 
Money, certain attitudes among some 

of our members, the orientation of a 
substantial segment of the middle-class, 
the Government's curbs, the Opposition's 
politics and of course communal senti
ments and vested interests are among the 
major obstacles which Aliran is con
fronted with. Major as these obstacles are, 
the fact remains that Aliran has in the last 
10 years emerged as a force to be 
reckoned with. 

The Positive Factors 

This is due 
primarily to 
two factors. 
One, the pre
sence of a 
sincere, in· 
dustrious and 
dedicated 
core within 
Aliran - a 

The seven founding members of Al1ran are: 

core comprising 20 to 25 per cent of the 
total membership - which is prepared tO' ' 
give its life and soul to the Aliran cause. 
It is this core that is largely responsible 
for whatever success the movement has 
achieved so far. Indeed, the sacrifices of 
this core form the spirit that sustains the 
Aliran struggle. 

Two, Aliran's concept of society and 
its approach to social issues has an 
instinctive, intrinsic appeal to a broad 
cross-section of the people. With its 
emphasis upon ethical values and prin
ciples which are universal and eternal, 
Aliran tries to remind the ordinary 
human being of his or her own ideal 
nature. Our approach is neither dogmatic 
nor doctrinaire. Aliran has always 
acknowledged what is good in any group 
or effort while criticising what is bad. 
Its balanced evaluation of issues and 
challenges is informed by a deep sense 
of humanitarianism and a profound 
respect for rationality. It is partly because 
of this that the movement has a certain 
standing in Malaysian society. 

Conclusion 

The core 
within Aliran 
and its philo
sophy of, 
and approach 
to, society -
these are our 
two precious 
assets as we 
enter our se

cond decade. The fust decade has had its 
joys and its sorrows. The next decade will 
witness other triumphs and other trage
dies. With faith in God and with love for 
all His children, we shall brace ourselves 
for the challenges of tomorrow. For we 
know that whatever the trials and tribu· 
lations, the honest and the humble will 
inherit the future. 

The Executive Committee of Ali ran 

Dr. Chandra Muzaffar, Ariffin Omar, Gan Teik Chee, S. P. Subramaniam, Ismail Hashim. Siew Ka.m Poh, Nor Rashid Ariffin. 
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10 years 
of Aliran: 
What 
We Have 
Achieved 
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W
e publish below a record of our publications and 
various activities in the last 10 years. It is not a 
comprehensive record but does cover all the impor

tant achievements of Aliran in the area of social education. 

BOOKS 

Bahasa Malaysia 
1) Islam Yang Tulen 
2) Lima Persoalan 
3) Pandangan Aliran 
4) Cabaran-Cabaran Semasa 

English 
"'1) Whither Democracy? 
*2) Protector? 
*3) Merdeka University: The Real Issues 

*4) The Universalism of Islam 
*5) One God, Many Paths 

6) Aliran Speaks 
7) Corruption 
8) 5 Controversies 
9) Arms Race: Humanity In Crisis 

1st Print 
2nd Print 

1 0) Thean Teik: The Other Side of Development 
11) We Shall Overcome: Songs of Humanity 
12) Dialogue On Democracy 
13) The Wood Furniture Industry - Problems and 

1979 
1983 
1985 
1986 

1978 
1979 
191?. 
1981 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1983 
1984 
1985 

Prospects 1985 
14) Freedom In Fetters 1986 

At lease three new titles should be out before the end of the 
year. 



All RAN OUARTERL Y 

Vol. I No. I 
(Aliran's publishing permit was not renewed in 1981) 
Vol. 2 Nos. I - 4 I982 

I980 

Vol. 3 Nos. 1 - 4 I983 
(Aliran Quarterly was replaced by Aliran Monthly in January 
1984) 
Vol. 4 Nos. 1 - 12 
Vol. 5 Nos. I - I2 
Vol. 6 Nos. I - I2 
Vol. 7 Nos. 1 -

PAMPHLETS 

I984 
1985 
I986 
I987 

Bahasa Malaysia 
*1) Dasar-Dasar Asas: 

*2) Apakah Asia Tenggara Selamat? 

(Cetakan Pertama) 1978 
(Cetakan Kedua) 1980 
(Cetakan Ketiga) 1982 

*3) Mengapa Terdapat Kemiskinan Dalam 
*4) Masyarakat Kita? 
*5) Apakah Dia Kebudayaan Nasional? 
*6) Mengapa Wujud Polarisasi Kaum? 
7) Prinsip-Prinsip Asas 

1983 

*8) Sabah: Sabah Ancaman Kepada Demokrasi 
*9) Kuasa Pengundi 

1983 
I983 
I983 
1985 
1985 
1986 
I986 
I986 

*I 0) Bersatu Menentang OSA 
*11) Ketidakstabilan Tanpa Majoriti 2/3? 

English 

*I) Basic Beliefs 

2) Basic Principles 
*3) Aliran On Elections 82 
*4) Is Southeast Asia Safe? 
*5) Why Are The People Poor? 
*6) What Is National Culture? 
*7) Why Are There Not Enough Houses? 

8) Why ls There Communal Polarization? 
9) The Constitutional Crisis And Democracy 

*I O)Voter Power 
* 11 )Instability Without 2/3 Majority? 
*12)Fight OSA 

Chinese 
I) Basic Principles 

*2) Voter Power 
*3) Instability Without 2/3 Majority? 

4) Fight OSA 
5) Buddhism And Social Justice 
6) Religion And Nation Building 

• Out of Print 

~...L 
At an AI iran book sale. 

1st Print 1977 
2nd Print 1979 
3rd Print I981 

1984 
1983 
I983 
I983 
1983 
1983 
I983 
1983 
I986 
I986 
1986 

1985 
1986 
1986 
1986 
1987 
1987 
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AUDIOTAPES 

Bahasa Malaysia (Ceramah) 
1) Proses Islamisasi · 
2) Kemelesetan Ekonomi: Sebab-Sebab Dan Kesan-Kesan 
3) Malaysia Di Persimpangan Jalan: Ke Arah Mana? 
4) Pertahankanlah Demokrasi 
5) Bahayanya Akta Rahsia Rasmi 
6) Kebudayaan Nasional: Harapan Dan Realiti 

English (Speeches) 
I) Justice Before Cooperation 
2) National Culture: Aliran's Approach 
3) At The Crossroads: 25 Years of Merdeka 
4) Development For Whom? 
5) Deeds Betray Words 
6) Challenges Facing Asia 
7) The Real Threat 
8) Oppose OSA (The Official Secrets Act) 
9) An Islamic State or A Secular State? 

SONGS 

We Shall Overcome: Songs of Humanity 
Aliran has also developed an audio-tape library comprising 
more than 200 tapes of speeches delivered at both Aliran and 
non-Aliran functions mainly by Aliran officials. The tapes are 
available to Aliran members only. 

---



OSA forum: 15 November 1986 

SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS 

Since 1977 Aliran has held seminars and workshops under the 
following topics:-

1) Democracy In Malaysia 1977 
2) Belief In God 1980 
3) Corruption 1980 
4) Arms Race 1983 
5) Industrialization And Development 1985 
6) 30 Years Of Merdeka: Reflections On The Malaysian 

Constitution 1987 

PUBLIC TALKS/ FORUMS 

Since March 1978 Aliran ha:; urga11i:.ed 40 Public Talks and 
Forums on a variety of themes including poverty, the econo
my, NEP, recession, elections, democracy, corruption financial 
scandals, religion, culture, women, the child, international 
relations and alternative future. 

These talks and forums have been held in different parts 
of the country including Kangar, Alor Setar, Penang, lpoh, 
Kuala Lumpur, Melaka, Kota Bharu and Kota Kinabalu. 
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Above and left: Campaigning through poetry 
and t hrough art. 

PUBLIC CAMPAIGNS 

Since 1978 Aliran has on it:. own organised a number of 
Public Campaigns. Its first campaign was to persuade all 
election candidates in the 1978 General Elections to declare 
their fmancial assets and liabilities, to the public. 

A campaign on the responsibility of the voter was held in 
the course of the 1982 General Elections. 

Public campaigns were also held in conjunction with the 
1983/4 Constitutional Crisis, the BMF Scandal in 1985 and 
the Official Secrets Act controversy in 1986. 

ANNUAL MERDEKA DINNERS 

In 1980 Aliran launched an Annual Dinner for the Malay
sian public to commemorate Merdcka. This annual function 
has been held on the following dates based Jn the following 
themes:-

Date Themes 

29 August 1980 
12 September 1981 
28 August 1982 

9 September 1983 
1 September 1984 

24 August 1985 

31 August 1985 

20 September 1986 

Freedom 
Towards I\ational Unity 
At Tae Crossroads: 25 Years of 
Merdck.a 
Economic Decline 
Politics. Power and Money 
The Power Of the Rakyat (Kuala 
Lumpur) 
Development For Whom? 
(Penang) 
Democracy And You 



Outstanding Malaysians! 

. , ... 
.·· 

Tan Sri Ahmad Noordin: 7 
Citizens should know how 
citizens' money is spent. 

Tan Sri Dr. Tan Chee Khoon: urged the people 
to speak out on the burning issues of the day. 

Y.T.M. Tunku Abdul Rahman: "If the prestige 
and dignity of Parliament is to be respected, we 
must adhere strictly to the terms, conditions and 
basic value of Parliamentary institution." 

The Malaysian Worker: courageous survival despite his shrinking 
wages. 

OUTSTANDING MALAYSIAN AWARDS 

Starting in 1982 Aliran has bestowed the Outstanding 
Malaysian Award upon Malaysian individuals and institutions 
who have in our opinion given some meaning to the values and 
ideals which we represent. 

The following are the awardees to date: 

1982 Tan Sri Ahmad Noordin 
1983 The Malaysian Worker 
1984 Tan Sri Dr Tan Chee Khoon 
1985 The People of Papan and Tambunan 
1986 (No award was made) 
1987 Y.TM. Tunk:u Abdul Rahman 
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The People of Papan and Tambunan: standing up to oppression. 

INTERNAL EDUCATION 

While Aliran has organised the above activities for the 
general public it has also held specific programmes for its own 
members. The most notable of these is its Internal Education 
programme. Launched at the end of 1977 different types of 
Internal Education activities have been organised on a regular 
basis for the last ten years. 

Talks, discussion groups, Jetter writing session, video shows, 
book reviews and so on have been part and parcel of Aliran's 
Internal Education programme. Since 1977, approximately 
99 Internal Education sessions have been organised. The topics 
covered range from Aliran's philosophy to the New Interna· 
tiona! Economic Order and International Conflicts. 



OUR DIALOGUES OF CONCERN: •.• on corruption 

FRATERNITY FUNCTIONS 

Apart from its Internal Education programme Aliran has 
also organised a number of Fraternity functions for members, 
their families and friends. 

These Fraternity functions usually take the form of Satay 
parties and dinners. Since 1977 Aliran has held 32 Fraternity 
functions. 

DIALOGUES OF CONCERN 

Though most of Aliran's activities have been organised on 
its own volition, Aliran has also initiated a number of pro
grammes in conjunction with other citizens groups in the 
country. The Dialogues of Concern for instance was launched 
in September 1984. 

The following are the details on our Dialogue of Concern 
series: 

Dialogue of Concern I 
- On Corruption 
Dialogue of Concern 11 
- On Poverty 
Dialogue of Concern II 
- On Parliamentary Democracy 
Dialogue of Concern IV 
- On ISA and ESCAR 
Dialogue of Concern III 
- On Parliamentary Democracy 
Dialogue of Concern IV 
- On ISA and ESCAR 
Dialogue of Concern V 

- On Retrenchment 
Dialogue of Concern VI 
- Towards a Democratic Media 

9 September 1984 

17 February 1985 

14 July 1985 

20 October 1985 

14 July 1985 

20 October 1985 

23 March 1986 

12 October 1986 

At the end of the Third Dialogue of Concern a decision was 
.nade to set up an informal movement for freedom and justice 
to be called 'Pergerakan Kebebasan dan Keadilan'. PKK is 
sti1l in existence and Aliran serves as the Secretariat of the 
movement. 

OTHER JOINT ACTIVITIES 

Some of the other Joint Activities organised with the co
operation with other groups would be as follows:-
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.•. on Parliamentary democracy 

1) Protest against the Societies Act 
2) Symposium entitled 'Kebebasan 

dan Masyarakat' 
3) Support for the Palestinian 

Struggle A Committee for 
Joint ~ction on Palestinian 
Struggle was set up 

4) BMF Campaign Phase I) 
Demand for a Royal Commission 
of Inquiry 
BMF Campaign Phase II 
Demand for the BMF 
Report to be Made Public 

5) Appeal to Yang Dipertuan 
Agung to commute death 
sentence under section 57 
ofiSA and to grant amnesty 
to all political detainees 

6) Expressed opposition to the 
Bakun Dam Project 

7) Opposed the Radioactive 
Waste Dump at Papan 

8) Appealed against the Death 
Sentence On ISA convict Sim 
Kie Chon 

9) Public Meeting on ISA and 
Human Rights 

10) Forum on Libya, United 
States and Superpower 
Hegemony 

11) Joint Appeal for Peace and 
Order during and after 
August 1986 General 
Elections 

12) Forum on 'Mass Media' 
13) Anti Official Secrets Act 

Campaign 
14) Action on the Kampong 

Laksamana Jaya Squatters 
Issue 

15) Citizens Against Rape Protest 
16) Campaign Against The 

Detention of 16 People (and 
later 18) under the ISA in 
Singapore 

April - July 1981 

29 - 31 August 1981 

23 September 1982 

Dec. 1984 - Jan 1 985 

Dec 1985 - March 1986 

31 August 1985 

1985 

1985 

1985 

8 Dcce nber 1985 

30 April 1986 

o\ugust 1986 
6 October 1986 

Oct - Dec 1986 

April1987 
May 1987 

May 1987 



REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ROLE 

Since 1981 Aliran has built up links with a variety of 
human rights groups, altematiye movements, academic and 
educational societies and cultural and religious organisations 
at regional and international levels. Aliran exchanges publica
tions on a regular basis with a number of these groups. This 
exchange takes place with 102 groups. Aliran officials have 
also attanded conferences and seminars organised at regional 
and international levels. There are at least three regional 
human rights groups in which Aliran leaders participate. They 
are the Asian Human Rights Commission, The Asian Regional 
Council for Human Rights and the Asian Coalition for Human 
Rights Organisation. 

It is partly because of Aliran's active role at regional and 
international levels that it sought and obtained Roster Status 
with the Economic And Social Council of The United Nations. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Finally Aliran has also organised other types of activities 
like an essay writing competition in 1979 on the theme 'What 
National Unity Means To Me' (in Bahasa Malaysia and English) 
and two skits in 1984. A Cartoon Drawing Competition on the 
theme 'Social Justice' was held between March -May 1986 

In January 1985 Aliran's Executive Committee studied the 
Dangerous Drugs Act (Preventive Measures) 1984 and present· 
ed its views to the Parliamentary Select Committee during a 
discussion with the Committee. In late 1985 Aliran reviewed 
the Penang Island Structure Plan by the Municipal Council and 

,.;; presented its report to the Council. 
~ 

..• on a democratic media Prepared by R. Elangovan• 
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Impressions 
of A/iran 

We in Aliran have always been curious of how the public think of us. How 
they regard our activities, or whether they notice us at all. In this 1Oth year 
of our existence, we talked to several people of different work backgrounds. 
We asked about their first contact with Aliran, what they thought of Aliran 
then and now and also how they would like to see Aliran move in the years 
ahead. We asked them to be critical. Not all of those we spoke to were 
Aliran members, but they had in the course of their work and daily life, 
heard of or interacted with us. While their views are largely personal 
accounts, they do give us an idea of how people in different work capacities 
perceive Aliran and its growth over the last 10 years. 

Academician 
I was a founding member and looking back over 
the last 10 years, I hope I don't sound immodest if I 
say that we have not done too badly. When we started 
out, we were virtually the "lone voice in the wilderness" 
and it is not and is still not easy trying to cut across 
ethnic lines and to deal with highly-politicised issues 
while remaining unpolitical ourselves. At times, we 
despaired. But we took that first step to be an alterna
tive voice and set the precedent for a lot of other social 
groups. I feel Aliran's biggest achievement is the public 
awareness that has come about through its activities 
and writings. This is apparent from the kind of res
ponse that was generated regarding the Societies Act 
issue in the seventies and the Official Secrets Act last 
year. Public response towards the latter was tremen
dous and I feel that Aliran played an important role in 
bringing about this new awareness. It is the result of 
hard work and non-compromise of principles. My 
academic background is irrelevant to Aliran. My role in 
Aliran is an individual choice, moulded by my belief of 
certain spiritual values. It is unfair to say that Aliran 
has had little effect on Government policy. Our mes
sage is directed at the rakyat and it is for the rakyat to 
become aware, to judge the Government and its actions. 

lawyer 
Aliran's ideals attracted me when I 
was still a law student. Reading its 
publications then had a tremendous 
effect on me and provided a guiding 
force to my thinking and actions. 
But I have grown a bit disillusioned 
since then. Its words have not 
matched its needs. Its opinions and 
stands arc well-formed but at the 
end of the day, no matter how 
much protest there is, the Govern
ment does not respond to Aliran's 
pressure for legislative change. 
While critical of its middle-class 
content, I also realise that any 
change to come about in this coun
try will have to be initiated by the 
middle-class who will be instrumen
tal in influencing Government 
policy. In that sense, Aliran may be 
justified in its middle-class content, 
but it is time to move downwards 
to incorporate working-class and 
grassroot members. 
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Social worker 
What drew me to Aliran was the 
comment made by one of Aliran's 
members. He said that Aliran wis'a 
growing organisation. That while its 
goals and objectives are already 
there, its form and shape arc not 
static but wait to be moulded by its 
members through the democratic 
process. There was as such, an open 
attitude to differing ideas and 
views, to doing things, bringing 
about change. Such open
mindedness is important in an 
organisation which aims to appeal 
to a broad cross-section of the 
people. At present, its members are 
largely middle-class in composition. 
But actually, if one looks deeper, 
the issues taken up by Aliran cuts 
across race and class. And I think 
that changing the middle-class 
image rests very much with those 
who work with the grassroots to 
join the organisation, to contribute 
their ideas and labour. 

Retired government servant 

I have appreciated Aliran's role 
even while still a government 
servant. There is really no parallel 
group which comments so 
succinctly on complex issues like 
the B\iF. cooperatives scandal and 
constitutional issues. While the 
Opposition does bring up such 
issues, we tend to suspect its 
motives - are they doing it for the 
public's interest or for political 
capital? But with Aliran I know its 
objectives are made strictly in the 
public's interest and it must remain 
pure to that objective! 



Catholic Priest 

I heard about Aliran while still studying in the 
seminary and its publications appealed to my own 
multi-racial outlook. It still appeals to me today 
which shows its consistency and principle where 
issues are concerned. It is still one of those few 
groups which are truly universal in their .values and 
aspirations. We need watch-dog group~ hke the~e t~ 
help people feel responsible for what IS happe~g m 
our country. But for Aliran to be more effective, I 
think it has to take a more grassroots approach. 
Its stands and comments on issues 
while sound, are unfortunately couched in too 
academic a way to appeal to the common man. 
Believe me, it takes a person with quite a good 
command of English to really understand and 
appreciate the contents of the Aliran Monthly. While 
its universal approach towards religion appeals to me 
as priest, I must admit that it is Aliran's 
uncompromising commitment to public issues that 
I am attracted to most. Its 
comments are so refreshing and 
meaningful in a situation where the 
media is so greatly controlled by 
the Government. 

I 

Unionist 
I did not take Aliran seriously in the 
beginning. I thought it was an 
academic organisation because it was 
so much part of the Universiti Sains 
Malaysia. But I changed my mind 
when its president, Chandra Muzaffar 
left the university to work full-time 
in Aliran. The move was inspiring. It 
was hopeful that intellectuals were 
willing to take such a bold move. 
Aliran has contributed important and 
critical analyses of labour issues. Its 
analyses on the economy 
is different from the usual wage view 
of labour. As a pressure group, it has 
also given moral support and needled 
the Government on labour issues. 
During the spate of retrenchment a 
few years back, the strong stand 
taken by Aliran was an important 
rallying point, bringing together 
groups and individuals of diverse 
backgrounds. One instance, was 

University Student 

the Dialogue of Concern on retrench
ment. But Aliran should try to put 
its "expertise" to greater use where 
the trade union movement is con
cerned. We could do with gre!lter L.. _______ ...._ ______ ,.-(!,~)~?.:9.;rr input from its members in the form 

You cannot imagine what it is like 
being a university student nowdays 
The university is so conservative and 
devoid of creativity and challenge. It 
is no longer an arena for generating 
free and new ideas. Instead, I have to 
go outside to express myself and 
Aliran is one of those avenues out
side the university where I can do 
this. As a student, I read a lot and I 
particularly find the Aliran Monthly 
very useful in providing a sane and 
rational opinion on issues. In many 
ways, the Monthly epitomises the 
aspirations of Aliran and in a coun
try where there is so much :Pr~ss 
restrictions, it has become a VItal 
avenue for critical ideas. But to reach 
out to more students, Aliran should 
publish in Bahasa Malaysia. An idea 
to explore for the future would be a 
student wing. Many of the articles in 
the Monthly are too academically 
written. If they could be written 
more simply or even be translated 
into concrete activities, more young 
people would be attracted to Aliran's 
ideas. Politician in the ruling party 

I think Aliran is doing a good job 
and it is untrue that the ruling party 
always has a negative view towards 
it. I read its publications and I think 
the organisation is doing good work 
in raising public awareness. One 
thing Aliran lacks is greater inte~
action with the Government. It IS 
not easy for us to take it seriously 
if it only shouts from the outside. 
There are other ways of doing 
things and some of them involves 
working from inside. But I admit 
that we did not take kindly to its 
anti-Barisan Nasional stand in the 
last general election. But looking 
back these 10 years, I would say 
that it has taken good stands on 
importance of national issues. 
If there has been lack of response 
from the Government, it is not 
because the ruling party does not 
recognise its role. Rather, it is 
because the progressive elements 
in the ruling party are not free to 
voice its views freely. We are 
controlled by party discipline. 

of information, research and even 
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Journalist 

Aliran has certain particular values lacking in other 
organisations, political or other~~e. It incorpo
rates humanitarian as well as rehg1ous values of 
a universal nature and more important, it does 
not compromise on these values, unlike politics 
where principles are easily compromised. Those 
who say Aliran has had no effect on the Government 
are not true to themselves. That the Government 
takes steps to censure and retard its devel?pment,. 
shows that it is fully aware of Aliran and Its effectiveness 
in raising public awareness. Its sta~ds on is~ues 
transcend political and ethnic petttness. It IS able 
to give clarification of a rational a~d moral nat~re. 
For instance Aliran lifted the Antt-OSA campaign 
from being a' journalists' issue to one whic~ captivated 
the attention of the nation. It was able to mterprete 
the implications of the OSA in a way which made 
it an issue of concern to each and every citizen. 
It opened my eyes as a journalist. ~hat my role is 
to serve a larger interest - the public. 



Sonie views from 
members 

"It is good to have an organisation like 
Aliran which points out the rights and 
wrongs that are happening in our society. 
I am proud to be a member of such an 
organisation which fights for social justice 
regardless of race, religion and creed. Not 
ma~y are willing to stand up against Exe
cutive arrogance. In this sense more 
members of the public should participate 
arrd support Ali ran's activities." 
I 
".1.1:-1"\l.lJan, as I see it, is an organisation 
which shows genuine concern for the 
unjust events occurring in the country. 
Unfortunately, it is seen as a 'one-man' 
organisation - a rather unfair statement 
but which on further reflection could 
have some bearing. Though not a criti· 
cism of the President, it should in fact 
sh~w the apathy prevalent in this organi
satiOn, among the membership. It is 
evident that only a few members are 
active and 'run the show'. A concerted 
effort must be made to get members 
~volv~d, thr?ugh more active participa
tiOn m vanous activities. If possible 
members should be encouraged to under
take more responsibilities which should 
be one sure way of getting others to be 
involved in Aliran. In that way, they will 
develop a sense of belonging to the 
society." 

"Aliran provides a good opportunity to 
exchange ideas with other fellow mem
bers. It is an organisation where ideas can 
be candidly discussed. I am now more 
aware of crucial social matters - thanks 
to A !iran." 

"Aliran_ as_ an organisation which pro
motes JUstice, peace and solidarity has 
undeni~bly succeeded to a large extent in 
edu~tmg a section of the Malaysian 
public as far as social and political issues 
arc concerned. Much of the analysis of 
the various issues is good and deep and 
our President has indeed to take most of 
~1e credit. Unfortunately very few Malay
Sians are aware of this organisation. Press 
reports arc usually only given coverage by 
~e Star and the other papers are usually 
silent._ The organisation, as a whole, is -: 
beautiful. One problem which alarms me 

"Aliran has given me the opportunity to 
meet others of like thinking and this has 
in a _sense helped me develop my ability 
t~ VJew matters from different perspec
tives. J have also found Aliran to be a 
good channel to contribute my energy 
and ideas. It is a ray of hope!" 

is the fact that there 1s a lack of interactio~ 
among various members. Something has 
to be done to Improve this. The Aliran 
Monthly is read, J believe, mostly by the 
non-Malays and even then only the English 
educated. 1 believe the Monthly should 
reach every member of the public." 

"The reason I joined as a member is 
because of what Aliran stands for - a 
just, more humane society. To me Aliran 
is the conscience of the Malaysian nation. 
It is objective in the issues it stands for. 
! t is fearless in fighting for the principles 
1t upholds. Aliran is a sign of hope in an 
age where injustice and racial polarisation 
exists. It is a hope for justice, freedom 
and_ multi-racialism. It is the hope that 
red1scovers, re-instils and remakes a true 
Malaysian society." 

"Aiiran keeps alive my faith m the human 
spirit. In Aliran there are people who still 
care enough to want to bnng about 
change for the better even though there 
will be no material gains for themselves." 

"Aliran and what it stands for has been 
the embodiment of values and ideals in a 
society growing more corrupt and totali
tarian. It has upheld spiritual values in a 
materialistic society and proven that 
human beings can set up positive and 
facilitating structures for· theu future 
development, without having to oppress 
one another. It has been a great moral 
support and encouragement to me in my 
personal struggles and search to live out 
my own religious values. It has helped me 
to have a wider perspective and to be 
more positive of others. h has shown me 
the importance of universal spiritual 
values in our pursuit of de\e]opment." 

Free-dom; Solidarity 

"I have been a member since 1979. As a 
result of my association with Aliran I 
have had the opportunity to gain an 
insight into issues affecting the country. 
The analysis of social, economic and 
political issues as presented by AJiran 
helps the reader to understand our country 
better. Aliran helps the reader to become 
a better cituen." 
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Letters 
He does not seem to acknowledge the 

fact that the HLTV virus can also be 
transmitted through vaginal intercourse, 
through transfusion of contaminated 
blood, through multiple sharing of hypo
dermic needles, etc. If lie does, why then 
must he take cheap shots at only one 
segment of AIDS sufferers, i.e. those who 
have caught the virus through anal inter
course? Is he thus insinuating that the 
others are innocent victims of a disease 
perpetuated by a group of sexual deviants? 
That seems to be the crux of En. Moha
med's train of thought; that AIDS is a 
disease resulting from a sexual deviance, 
transmitted through a sexual activity 
more likely to be practised by homo
sexuals than heterosexuals. • 

We welcome letters from readers. l etters can be either in English or Bahasa Malaysia. 
These letters may be edited for purposes of space and clarity. The views expressed may 
not be those of the AI iran Monthly. Pseudonyms are accepted but all letters should 
include the writer's name and address. letters should preferably be typewritten with 
double-spacing; if hand-written, they should be legible. 

letters should be addressed to the Editor, Aliran Monthly, P .O. Box 1049, Penang, 
Malaysia. 

PEACE MONTH 

T
o symbolize humanity's desire for 
peace, let's re-name the month of 
December - as PAX, "peace" in 

Latin. Christmas would come on 25 
PAX, New Year's Eve on 31 PAX. ("De
cember", meaning lOth month, doesn't 
even describe our 12th month.) 

Let the last month of each year, 
when solstice and year-end give pause to 
tltink about survival, be a season of in
creased activity for world peace. 

• • • 

DAM AI 
Australia 

MALAYSIAN VALUES 

W 
~ f~~ the valuesquoted below 
mspmng: 
"Among the Government's most 

important policies and objectives is the 
inculcation of Islamic values. The 
Government's emphasis is towards the 
assimilation of values such as fraternity, 
trustworthiness, discipline, honesty, jus
tice, seeking wealth in this world in a 
moral and legal way, tolerance and other 
virtues." 

(Extract of the speech by Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir Mohamed at the opening of 
the 38th UMNO General Assembly 
NST 25th April J 987). Would it not be 
more positive to express the above as 
MALAYSIAN VALUES and thereby 
getting a better response from the whole 
Malaysian rakyat? 

Elizabeth Thomas 
Executive Committee 

Justice & Peace Commission, Penang 

• • • 

JUSTICE, FREEDOM AND THE 
GAY COMMUNITY 

I 
wish to take issue with En. Mohamed 
Abdul Kadir on his view on AIDS 
(Thinking Allowed Jan/ Feb publica-

tion) which I find offensive, in·sulting and 
tainted with prejudice. 

Ensconced in innuesdo, En. Mohamed 
is obviously making reference to anal 
intercourse being a, if not, the precursor 
to AIDS. His assertion seems to be that 
those AIDS sufferers deserve what they 
get as some form of punishment for 
'breaking Nature's traffic Jaws'. 

Is En. Mohamed aware of the fact that· . 
AIDS is more rampant among the hetero
sexual population in Central Africa? One 
is not trying to shift the blame onto 
heterosexuals, while the self-appointed 

SCOURGE OF THE TIGER 

rackers exploding in the arid night; 
Accelerating rockets whining past ; 
All must have been an exciting si!tlt 
As the Rabbit we ushered in at last. 

But the ferocious TIGER has left his mark, _-;;;...._!~~~ 
A long, long trail of economic woes; : 
Potential powder kegs that only need a spark 
To engulf the universe, how goodness knows! 

YET rightly or wrongly pundits seem to think 
Happy days will soon be here again; 
Counselling us to forget the past, and drink~ 
To a year of hope, plenty and gain! "-... , 

NEVER in our thirty-year h istory . "'-. 
Have we had to put up with all the shame. 
BMF scandal and co-op " mimicry" 
Must have tarnished our country's good name. 

THE Memali incident caused a stir, 
And eyebrows were raised over Maminco. 
Then EPF bungling hit the poor 
As the people pondered the tin fiasco . 

THE housing glut, mass unemployment, 
Sliding commodity prices - keep us on edge, 
Nibbling at our Malaysian enchantment 
Or what had been our proud heritage. 

ROBBERY, molestations and rape; 
Even vehicle heists and gangsterism, 
Have thrown our security pic out of shape 
And exposed us to hooliganism 
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guardians of morality, consistently refer 
to the disease as a 'gay plague'. The point 
to be made here is that the virus has no 
sexual preference and the tragedy of the 
disease should not be further marred by 
moral recrimination. 

SPREADING ALIRAN'S 
MESSAGE 

I Write this 'letter to the editor' after 
I've gone through 'the Communal 
Disease' by P Rasahugan and 'An 

clerks, salesmen, salesgirls, beggars, old 
folks, small kids, monks, priests house
wives, ministers and even th: Prime 
Minister. 

Let's popularise the Aliran :Wonthly 
and thereby help to spread AJiran's 
message to all Malaysians. 

The smugness of En. Mohamed's atti· 
tude is extremely offensive to AIDS 
sufferers and their families and friends. In 
futherance, his knowledge of AIDS is 
naive and prejudiced. His advice is no 
different from the Ministry of Health's 
leaflet on AIDS. The disinformation 
offered by the health authorities on ways 
to avoid catching the virus, in the most 
simplistic of terms, is to simply avoid sex 
with homosexuals, bisexuals and drug 
addicts. What of heterosexuals, then? 

Underlying En. Mohamed's rabid pos
tulations is blatant prejudice against 
homosexuals. This was confirmed in his 
Fe?ruary/March column. Ironically, his 
article was against the narrow minded
ness of a segment of Muslims who are 
intent on dragging Malaysian Muslims 
back into the Middle Ages. In the same 
breath, he says the homosexual act, in 
his opinion, is the worst of all sex 
offences. The brutal rape and murder of a 
nine year old child is obviously of secon
dary importance to the sexual act perfor
med by two consenting males, if En. 
Mohamed's opinion is to be followed 

through. It is also most unfortunate 
that such prejudiced views are espoused 
in Aliran Monthly, which is supposedly 
against all forms of bigotry. Whilst 
Aliran may revel in its liberalism as to 
~llow freedom of speech and thought, it 
ts obviously insensitive to the gay 
community. Many gays believe in Aliran's 
principles of justice, freedom and solida
rity as the gay community knows what 
injustice and repression mean. 

The gay conununity endorses libera
tion in the full context of its meaning -
freedom from prejudice and the advoca
tion of greater freedom in political 
institutions. The overwhelming response 
of the gay community in petitioning and 
signing against the amendments to the 
OSA is testament of its fight against 
authoritarianism. En. Mohamed is well 
advised to reassess his concept of libera
lism before he spouts more rightwing 
garbagt:. 

Gay Engi,_ 
Kuala Lumpur 

Dr Mohamed Abdul Kadir as a physician 
is more than aware that AIDS is not 
confined to homosexuals. There is 
nothing in his article to suggest that he is 
prejudiced against gays or homosexuality. 
Nevertheless, he regards homosexuality as 
an unrwtural act and therefore morally 
wrong. His position is no different from 
that of enlightened individuals guided by 
religious principles. - Editor 

Open Letter to Aliran Monthly' by Orang 
Kampung in April/May of Aliran Monthly. 

I do agree with P Rasahugan that what 
our political leaders are doing now is just 
for the purpose of communal unity which 
i~ a very bad ideology in Malaysian poli
tics. What everyone would like to see and 
have is real National Unity. 

It is very unfortunate that racialism 
has long dominated our political arena as 
well as our society. However, I'm very 
glad to see that lately there is an increas
ing number of people who are aware of 
negative consequences of communal poli
tics. Some of them are making aggressive 
efforts to educate others. Let us give 
them our applause for the good they are 
doing for the nation. 

Nonetheless, the number of such 
people is still a very small fraction of the 
total Malaysian population. And due to 
various limitations and obstructions such 
as fmancial problems, political problems, 
manpower problems etc. their efforts can 
neither spread fast nor far, especially to 
the rural areas as claimed by Orang 
Kampung. 

We should support such praiseworthy 
efforts and therefore it is time for us to 
do something. Below are a few sugges
tions that I can think of at the moment. 

If we are supporters of national unity 
rather than communal unity, then it is 
important for every one of us to have a 
good understanding of what national 
unity really is. Some people claim that we 
can achieve this through adopting the 
common values of all races in our natio
nal policies and daily life, but how do we 
do this in the present socio-political 
environment? I think the Lion Dance 
presented by MAS in which the dancers 
were multi-racial is a very good example 
for the answer that we are seeking. So, if 
you have a chance, please do something 
of this kind. 

I~ we think that the Aliran Monthly, 
published in English will be understood 
by only a limited readership, then what 
we can llo is translate the ideas in Chinese 
Bahasa Malaysia;Tami1 etc. ' 

Aliran's ideas have not reached out 
that far, especially to the rural areas, 
then what we can do is take the magazine 
to the places where we want the people 
to read. 

If we fmd it is very difficult to fmd 
the Aliran Monthly in bookstores, it is 
because the circulation is very small, 
then let us help them by conveying the 
message to our relatives, friends, teachers, 
students, workers, businessmen, engi
neers, doctors, farmers, fishermen, police
men, soldiers, accountants, managers, 
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••• 

T.H.lee 
Pahang 

UNEDUCATED EDUCATION 
OFFICER 

I 
would like to draw the attention of .. 
the Education Director of Perak. As 
we all know the Malaysian Govern

~ent wants to promote national integra
tton. But it is sad to say that quite a 
number of teachers as well as District 
Education Officers do no appear to 
believe in it. 

A few weeks back one of the District 
Education Officers of the Larut Matang 
Selarna was invited to deliver a speech at 
the Parent-Teachers' Association meeting. 
As a Government Representative he should 
stress on national policy or national inte
gration, but it was vice versa. He spoke for 
the Malays only. Not only that, instead 
he delivered an insulting speech about the 
non-Malays. Does he realize that he has 
hurt the feelings of the non-Malays? 

Some constructive action should be 
taken against such officers who do not 
seem to care that they are insulting the 
feelings of the non-Malays. At the same 
time they are creating disunity among 
Malaysians. It is very unhealthy for such 
officers to be in the Education Service. 

• • • 

S Sundralingam 
Bruas 

CALLING ALL CONCERNED 
CITIZENS 

I 
picked up one of the issues of 
Aliran Monthly at my favourite 
grocery store and on arriving 

home was interested to read the articles. 
Having been a reader of the Aliran 
Monthly for more than two years, I have 
never written you a letter. :\ow I feel it 
~s my du_ty to say that the Aliran Monthly 
IS very mforrnative, unbiased and objec
tive. The Aliran Monthly, which is frank 
and often exposes the shenanigans in the 
government, should be read by all con
cerned citizens, including housewives. 

S. Vasugi 
Bruas 



CAST OUT THE CASTE! 

R 
ecently there was a big hue and 
cry from the Hindu community 
when a Registration Officer wrote 

the word 'PARIAH' in a Birth Registra
tion Certificate of a child. The officer 
concerned was asked to apologise. 

I do not trunk there is anything wrong 
in it because these critics just keep quiet 
when their own community practises this. 
These critics should boycott functions 
where the 'castes' are indicated in the 
invitation cards and wedding cards where 
there are words such as so and so 'Thevar', 
so and so 'Chettiar'. These critics should 
come out and protest at these. The so
called people of the higher castes cannot 
fool the people anymore because the 
caste system in the Hindu community is 
not workable anymore and especially so 
in Malaysia. It was introduced in India 
during the era of the Rajas and each caste 
was classified according to their profes
sion so that administration could go on 
smoothly. Each caste had its own specific 
duties. But is it so at present? I know a 
so-called Thevar' who is a drain sweeper 
and a lawyer who comes from the so
called 'Pariah' caste! 

Although I have attended many talks 
and seminars on Hindu religion, so far no 
speaker or preacher has ever touched on 
this subject. The social problems in the 
Ilindu conununity will continue if 
educated persons fail to reveal the truth, 
in order to preserve their own position. 

• • • 

AFTER 1990 

A Malaysian 
Penang 

T 
he New Economic Policy should 
be successfully implemented 
before 1991. What if we fail to 

attain the goals of the NEP? As a citizen 
of Malaysia I suggest that:-

o After 1990 the NEP should be abo
lished. 

o Every Malaysian should be given equal 
rights and treatment. 

o A programme or plan be set up to 
help all Malaysians who continue to 
live in poverty. 

o All component parties of BN should 
be dissolved. They should come under 
one umbrella and not divided as they 
are now. The BN should be BN only 
and not UMNO, MCA, MlC or etc. 

o The policy of dividing the citizens of 
Malaysia into Bumiputras and non
Bumiputras should be scrapped. 

o The Agong and Sultans must continue 
to be the Head of the country and the 
respective states. 

o Bahasa Malaysia must be the National 
Language forever. POL classes must be 
encouraged too. 

o The ban on public rallies should be 
lifted. 

o Basic facilities such as piped water, 
electricity, tarred roads, public tele
phone booths must be enjoyed by all 
citizens. The Kampungs need special 
attention regarding these facilities. 

o Politically all races and states in 
Malaysia should have · a fair say. No 
one race should try to dominate the 
others. 

o A National Unity Plan must be created 
to unite the rakyat of Malaysia. 

o The Non-Aligned Policy must be 
successfully continued. 

o Home or small industries should be 
given priority. 

o English should be upgraded so that our 
people will be able to cope with the 
modern world. 

o Conversion of Malaysians of from one 
religion to another either through 
government agencies or private organi
zations should not be encouraged. 
Every individual has his or her own 
right to worship. 

o Above all democracy and freedom 
must lead the country. 

Cod bless and guide every Malaysian. 

• • • 

Muhibbah Malaysia 
Penang 

DAP SHOULD NOT JOIN 
THE BN 

F 
ormer MCA President, Oatuk Dr 
Neo Yee Pan wants the DAP to 
join the BN. As a citizen of Malay

sia I don't agree with Oatuk Or Neo Yee 
Pan. The DAP should never join BN 
because: 

o It is at present the only party that can 
defend the people's rights. 

o Joining BN means becoming UMNO's 
slave. 

o Joining BN means DAP MPs automati
cally will become 'YES' men. 

o The various ~candals, malpractices, bad 
administration etc will become 
unknown to the people. 

o Democracy and Freedom will lose 
ground, maybe forever. In fact the 
DAP should strive to win the rural 
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votes. It should speak out for every 
race and religion. More Malays and 
Sabah/Sarawak Bumiputras should be 
given important posts in the party. Let 
us strive for a truly Malaysian society. 

With Love for Malaysia. 

• • • 

Kemanusiaan 

Ayer ltam, Penang 

RELIGIOUS POLARISATION 

T 
he former Information Minister,~ 
Tengku Rithaudeen, said that the 
government had accepted the 

offer of help from the Malaysian Consul
tative Council of Buddhism, Christianity, 
Hinduism and Sikhism in its efforts to 
achieve national unity. 

Tengku Rithaudeen, who met a !O
men delegation from the council, rightly 
pointed out the importance of ensuring 
that there was no religious polarisation in 
a multi-religious society like Malaysia. 

There is no doubt that religious pola
risation poses the greatest threat to 
nation building and national unity in 
Malaysia in the 1990s, and all the reli
gious groups in Malaysia must co-operate 
and act in unison to nip religious extre
mism in the bud. 

For thls reason, the DAP calls for the 
establishment of a National Inter-Religious 
Council to promote greater understanding 
and co-operaliuu among the various reli
gions, and to work out a common national 
plan to check the growth of religious 
polarisation. 

I am aware that certain Islamic groups 
in the country oppose the selling up of 
an Inter-Religious Council in Malaysia, 
for as far as they are concerned, there is 
nothing for the Islamic faith in Malaysia 
to co-operate with other religions. 

If such attitudes persist, then there 
will be no role for the various religions to 
work together to check religious polari
sation in Malaysia. 

I hope the Cabinet will have the cou
rage and foresight to take the lead to 
promote the establishment of a National 
Inter-Religious Council, which is vitally 
necessary for a multi-religious nation like 
Malaysia. 

If there is no scope or possibility for 
the various religions in Malaysia to work 
together to promote inter-religious under
standing and goodwill, and check religious 
polarisation, isn't something very wrong 
with our society and nation? 

Efforts in the past to bring all the 
major religions in Malaysia into one body 
to work for the national good had failed, 
which are not good omens for the future 
of the nation. National leaders must dare 



to discuss and deal with this problem, for 
it will reflect whether Malaysians have the 
will to overcome obstacles in the path to 
greater national unity and integration. 

Lim Kit Siang 

Parliamentary Opposition Leader 

• • • 

HOW NOT TO MANAGE 
A COUNTRY 

I 
fully subscribe to the views express
ed by Dr Chandra Muzaffar in his 
article under the heading "The 

UMNO Election and the Future" in your 
April/May issue. 

Dr Mahathir should find out why there 
is so much unhappiness with his leader
ship. However, I can think of at least 
three good reasons why he will not do so. 
Firstly, he already knows why; secondly, 
he is an arrogant man; and thirdly, power 

has gone to his head. 
Apart from the war years, I cannot 

recall a time in our history when we've 
had it so bad. Just about everything has 
gone down - standard of morality, inte
grity, honour, work, education, public 
service, the economy and what-have-you. 
The only thing that has gone up is our 
national debt! 

The most tragic part of our story is 
that we had a good start. God, in His 
kindness, has blessed us with so many of 
the natural resources which should pro
vide us with all the good things in life. 

Dr Mahathir has now taken over the 
justice portfolio which was left vacant for 
some time. Perhaps he will now take a 
serious look at the possibility of doing 
away with the courts which are such a 
nuisance really. Besides, it will save the 
government so much money - a commo
dity that is very much in short supply in 
these hard times. 

Where will we go from here? To the 
East perhaps, to which ever so often, we 
have been exhorted to look. 

The state of our nation today is a 
reflection of the saying "Power corrupts 
and absolute power corrupts absolutely". 

• •• 

Sad 

Batu Pahat 

MAHATHIR IS AFRAID 

0 
ne of ll1e few magazines in 
Malaysia which has the courage 
to inform and criticize is the 

Aliran Monthly. 
For that reason Mahathir and com

pany are afraid to allow the Aliran 
Monthly to be published in Bahasa Malay
sia. Because, if they do, then the majority 
of the Malays (particularly in the rural 
areas) will get acquainted with the sins 
and treachery of the Barisan Nasional. 

~----------------~------~~-------20~~~------------------~--------------~ 



Leaders who have failed, leaders who 
'collaborate' with those who steal the 
people's money, should not be forgiven. 

The recent UMNO general assembly 
proves that the people are trying to dis· 
lodge such leaders. Of course, like a big 
rock in the ground, you can't dislodge it 
out with one shove. You need at least 
two or three shoves. 

Malaysians should continuously bash 
hypocritical politicians. We have to show 
future politicians that those who are 
without character and dedication, should 
keep away from Malaysian politics. 

• • • 

Sarong Pimpernel 

Kuala Lumpur 

TWO SIDES TO A COIN 

I 
was very surprised to find inside 

your commendable magazine (March/ 
April 198 7 issue) two pages of 

rubbish written by the reactionary Russian 
author Alexandr Solzhenitzyn. Perhaps 
its presence is symptomatic of a growing 
but regrettable tendency to accept such 
views on the part of Christians and Mus
lims alike. In Islam this point of view goes 
under the name of Sufism, and is 
expounded by such obscurantist authors 
as Sved Hossein Nasr, Martin Lings and 
Frijthof Schuon to name but a few. 

This view is that everything is getting 
worse and worse and has been so doing 
steadily for the last several thousand 
years. Nothing that ordinary human 
beings can do can possibly reverse this 
process, which is the result of the decline 
of religion, which in this case is the failure 
of the mass of the people to remain total
ly docile, cowering, ignorant, superstitious 
and obedient. Such people think that the 
farther back one travels in history the 
better, more peaceful, secure, bountiful, 
virtuous and sublime were both people 
and their conditions. 

Despite his claim to have studied it for 
fifty years, Solzhenitzyn clearly knows 
nothing about history, and neither do any 
of the other upholders of this philosophy. 
Here is an extract from a book of Euro
pean history: 

" .... peasant revolts and urban anarchy, 
military occupation and religious 
persecution, treason here and treachery 
there, baronial bandits at one end of the 
social scale and looters of city shops at 
the other. Uncultivated fields, abandoned 
villages, several burned down, were 
described by a government agent, Du 
Bose in 1650. 'Longueil ... was burned 
two or three weeks ago by His Royal 
Highness's regiment," he wrote, "the 
churches being pillaged and profaned. As 

we neared the gates of that town, we saw 
several large flocks of sheep, nothing but 
skin and bone, going out in search of 
pasture. Those who drove them, shepherds 
and peasants, told us they were dying of 
hunger, animals and people, and that the 
sheep had not once been out of the town 
for four, five and six weeks, for fear of 
being picked up by soldiers." 

Clearly Solzhenitzyn wishes to return 
to a time when thousands of people in 
Europe starved to death every time there 
was a bad harvest, when people were 
burned, dismembered, tortured, had their 
tongues cut out or were broken on the 
wheel for uttering opiniqns contrary to 
religious orthodoxy; when the mass of 
the people were virtual slaves, bound to 
do forced labour for lords who lived in 
indolence and vanity, liable to be beaten 
to death for such a trivial offence as turn
ing up a few minutes late for their duties; 
when one in four infants born survived to 
adulthood; when ordinary people had no 
political and very few legal rights, Jived in 
unimaginable squalor without education 
or even the most basic amenities; when 
corruption, venality, vice, cruelty and 
viciousness were so general as to escape 
comment. In other words before these 
evils such as democracy, industrialisation, 
human rights, technical progress, tole
rance, freedom of conscience, literacy 
and mass education and dare I say it -
yes leisure, pleasure and that dreadful, 
wicked condition called happiness (bound 
to earn us an interminable spell in the hell 
fire) had been introduced into human 
life, not just for a handful of lucky aris
tocrats but for millions. 

It has not occured to SoiL.henitzyn and 
his like that revolutions occur because 
those in power obstinately refuse to move 
with the times and change with change. 
The world is in a state of flux, nothing is 
permanent in this life and this vain search 
for some arcadia in which men are right· 
eous, moral and always loving is a fruitless 
one. But how convenient to locate it in 
some past age, when no one can return to 
sec for themselves. This sort of mysticism 
is pernicious, just as is the notion that all 
atheists are filled with hatred, or that reli
gion is on the dedine because people are 
becoming more wicked. Religion is on the 
decline because the established religions 
refuse to adapt to a changing world. For 
example, although there arc far too many 
people on the Earth as it is, and the popu
lation is to double by early next century, 
the Pope and the Ulama refuse to allow 
the use of contraceptives, even though 
there is nothing specifically forbidding 
them either in the Bible or the Quran. 
Instead of a sensible, rational approach to 
the problems of the modern world (which 
are of course immense) we have a retreat 
into fear-inspired reaction, and obsession 
with petty rules, or hatred (yes hatred 
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Mr Solzhenitzyn) of everything "modern". 
No doubt our Russian genius enjoyed 

throughout his writing career the benefit 
of electric light. But he would still have 
been using candles had it not been for the 
way in which medievalism was dispelled 
by the ideas and experiments of the 
enlightenment, which taught men that 
they really were free and could attain 
some control over their environment. 

The way out of the late twentieth cen
tury predicament is not to retreat into 
guilt and self-immolation but to emanci
pate the mass of the people not just from 
indigence but from spiritual slavery to 
outmoded forms and customs. If this is 
combined with a determination to intro
duce justice, virtue and love not only into 
our personal lives but also on the political 
stage, only then can there be a chance of 
progress. Only in a atmosphere of free
dom and tolerance, in which people are 
allowed to express the natural love and 
goodness inside them without this terrible 
"inner effort". It only becomes an effort 
because the majority of people are ruled 
by fear and have never been allowed to 
experience freedom. The resultant mis
trust of the self is what leads Mr 
Solzhenitzyn to write: 

"When external rights are completely 
unrestricted, why should one make an 
inner effort to restrain oneself from igno
ble acts? Or why should one refrain from 
burning hatred, whatever its basis- race, 
class or ideology .... Indeed the broader 
the personal freedoms are, the higher the 
level of prosperity is - the more vehe
ment, paradoxically does this blind 
hatred become". 

So the answer is, presumably, "thrust 
them all back down into serfdom!" 

P Bcown 

Petaling Jaya 

We published the Solzhenitzyn article 
because of the importance he assigns to 
faith in God which is the first principle in 
A/iran's philosophy. We do not agree with 
everything' he said in that article. The 
Bolshevik Revolution was not all evil. It 
has done a lot of good, though the failings 
of that Revolution have also been tre
mendous. The problem with your attack 
on Solzhenitzyn is that you display some 
of the same traits as the Russian novelist. 
You get into an extreme position and 
come to sweeping conclusions. Solzhe
nitzyn is, you are right, unhappy with 
various aspects of the modem world. It is 
a pity that he fails to note its great virtues. 
But he does not romanticize the·past. Nor 
does he advocate a return to the past. 
You conclude that this is what he wants 
because you are also thinking in 'black
and-white'. Fortunately for the rest of us, 
the real world is in shades of grey ·Editor 



A LETTER TO P.M. LEE KUAN 
YEW OF SINGAPORE 

I 
am writing in connection with the 
press releases by the Home Affairs 
Ministry of Singapore wherein I was 
named as "the member of the New 
People's Army whom (Vincent) 

Cheng was in frequent contact with" 
(Straits Times, 1 June 1987). 

I met Vincent Cheng, the man whom 
your government accuses as the central 
figure in a Marxist conspiracy, a total of 
three times in a span of six years. 

The first time was in Singapore, when 
he took me to the "thieves market" on 
a shopping errand I had to do for my 
countless relatives and friends. This was 
in 1981, when I went to conduct a 
workshop on scriptwriting and directing 
for young theatre enthusiasts of Singa
pore. Our next meeting was in 1982, 
when Cheng came to Manila. I treated 
him to dinner and then we went out to 
see a Tagalog play. 

Our third and last meeting was in 1985, 
when I stopped over in Singapore on my 
way to New Zealand. Cheng treated me 
to lunch at a hawker's centre after which 
we dropped by his Justice and Peace 
Commission office. 

That same year, I sent him a Christmas 
card. And that was the last time I got in 
touch with him - the only time, as far as 
I can remember. I never wrote him a 
letter. 

In stating these circumstances, I do 
not mean to disassociate myself from 
Vincent Cheng, a man I respect so much 
for his commitment to serving the under
priviledged. R1ther, it is meant to straigh
ten out the facts which hne been distorted 
to absurdity by your government's 
statements to the media. 

On my association with Third Stage, I 
admit that I have a special affinity with 
this group. I admire them so much for 
their dedication to the theatre arts. I 
hold in high esteem their vibrant hopes of 
nurturing to life a local theatre infused 
with the vigour and colorful tradition of 
Singaporean culture, a treasure which, as 
in many parts of Asia, is gradually dying 
away. 

I met the group twice or thrice in 
Singapore. The first was in an acting 
workshop held in 1985. The last was in 
December 1986, while on a stopover on 
my way home to Manila from a trip to 
Calcutta, India. 

The last meeting, I remember they 
were dreaming about producing the 
Singaporean drama, a historical presenta· 
tion on the birth of the Singaporean 
nation. It was to be a classic which we all 
agreed your Ministry of Community De· 
velopment, the government body which 
had screened and approved previous 
Third State presentations, will be proud 
of. 

But the production, it seems, will 
never come to reality. 

A week ago, I learned with shock 
about the arrest of 16 of your citizens 
which included Vincent Cheng, Wong 
Souk Vee and some members of Third 
Stage. 

I was about to write a letter of 
sympathy to the relativM of Wong Souk 
Vee when I received a news item dM
cribing my supposed involvement in what 
your government calls a "Marxist 
conspiracy". 

I was tagged as the NPA man who 
"visited Singapore many times to provide 
guidance to the activists in the drama 
group, Third Stage" (Straits TimM, 
1 June). 

Mr Prime Minister, perhaps you have 
never met Wong Souk Vee and the 
members of Third Stage or anyone of 
those arrested under your government's 
Internal Security Act which provides for 
detention wthout trial. 

I am a foreigner but I have had the 
occasion of meeting some of them. The 
few moments I had been with them, I 
truly felt that they are among your 
nation's treasures. Because they care for 
your people. I've listened to their 
thoughts, their dreams and their visions, 
and I, a foreigner, have never felt as 
inspired by their dedication and enthu· 
siasm. They love life and live life fully. 

I pray that you will soon set them 
free. Prison was never meant for humans,. • 
More so for men and women who dream 
of freedom for their fellow humans. 

As to my bizarre involvement in what 
your government describes as a "Marxist 
conspiracy", I am not a member of the 
"New People's Army" as your Home 
Affairs Ministry has pictured me to be. I 
am only an artist of the theatre, but a 
dedicated one, I am proud to say. 

I have learned that the ridiculous 
allegation against me has appeared 
several times in Singaporean newspapers 
and other publications in various 
countriM. 

Don't you find it grossly unfair that 
while you and your government have 
been very sensitive to criticism by media, 
your government has been irresponsible 
and insensitive to my case? 

In the interest of truth and fairness, 
I believe I have the right to demand your 
government to:-
1) Publish this letter in all Singaporean 

newspapers which have maligned me. 
2) Retract all statements issued by your 

government linking me with the 
supposed "Marxist conspiracy" in 
Singapore and de.scribing me as a 
"member of the New People's Army". 
Mr Prime Minister, on many occasions 

you have punished media establishments 
which published arrticles you believed 
had defamed you and your government's 
reputation. I do not have the resources to 
file libel charges against your government 
and the Singaporer.n newspapers which 
have maligned me. And so I can only 
rely on your sense of fair play. 

Your government has done me wrong. 
I am an ordinary Filipino citizen, a 
foreigner in your books. But I, too, 
deserve justice. 

lastly, if I may base this on the 
Ministry of Home Affairs' ridiculous 
and false accusations against me and my 
personal knowledge of some of the 
Singaporeans your government has 
imprisoned, I am inclined to believe the 
accusations against those arrested are 
equally ridiculous and false. 

AI Santos 
Manila 



Islam 

Hukuman Sebat: 
Renungan Terhadap 

Syariah dan AI-Quran 
BA HAGIAN TERAKHIR 

AJ-Ouran dan Penafsiran-Semula 

B
uka~ hanya kritika.n terhadap 
Syanah yang dikehendaki; 
zaman berzaman beberapa ahli 
fikir Islam yang paling agung 
telah merayu ke arah perhu

bungan yang lebih mendalam dengan Al-
Quran itu sendiri. Renungan yang lebih 
mendalam adalah perlu sckali kerana AI
Quran mengandungi nilai-nilai dan erti
erti yang tidak mungkin difahami jika 
ditafsir secara formal dan lahiriah sahaja. 
Kerana pasti sekali Al-Quran mengan
dungi reaksi-reaksi terhadap situasi-situasi 
konkrit dalam sejarah, yang akan menyer
lahkan prinsip-prinsip sejagat dan etikanya 
hanya jika kita sanggup menyorot dan 
merenung. 

Sebabnya tidaklah sukar difaham. 
Perutusan Al-Quran yang sejagat dan 
abadi, yang sah bagi semua zaman, telah 
disampaikan melalui suatu umat dalam 
suatu konteks tertentu. Oleh itu ada 
dimensi sosio-sejarahnya. Kerana itulah 
Al-Quran banyak mengandungi metafora 
dan lambang, undang-undang dan adat 
resam, idea dan amalan yang diambil 
daripada latarbelakang itu. Memang 
begitulah semestinya. Kerana jika peru
tusan abadi Tuhan kepada manusia tidak 
mempuyai konteks, tidak mempunyai 
latarbelakang, ia tidaklah lebih dari sekum
pulan prinsip abstrak yang tidak ber
tenaga. Akan terpisahlah ia dari kenya
taan, tanpa kuasa, tanpa perasaan, 
seperti suatu pengisytiharan kebebasan. 
kebebasan awam. 

Pendeknya, kebcnaran sejagat dapat 
menjadi kebenaran yang hidup justeru 
kerana ia diberi berdarah-daging dalam 
bentuk suatu masyarakat yang hidup. 
Kalaulah ia tidak menycntuh hati masya
rakat abad ketujuh itu, perutusan itu 
tiadakan sampai kepada hati generasi
generasi yang kemudian. 

Tetapi amatlah tidak bijak bagi 
generasi-generasi yang kemudian itu 
membiarkan dirinya terkongkong selama
selamanya oleh undang-undang dan 
peraturan, deraan dan hukuman dari 
suatu konteks sejarah yang tertentu. 

Sebenarnya ini mengkhianati erti dan 
tujuan sejati Al-Quran dan sifat Islam 
yang berevolusi dan dinamis. 

Orang Islam boleh mengambil teladan 
daripada Khalifah yang kedua, Saiyyidina 
Omar Ibn Khatab, untuk meyakinkan 
mereka bahawa mereka tidak harus 
membiarkan diri terikat oleh masa 
silam jika ini bererti mengorbankan 
keadilan masa kini. 

Saiyyidina Omar tclah beberapa kali 
mcnafsir-semula preskripsi-preskripsi 
perundangan Al-Quran untuk mencapai 
tujuannya yang sejati: keseimbangan dan 
keadilan. 

Beliau telah memerintahkan agar 
mereka yang baru memeluk agama 
Islam tidak diberi bantuan dari wang 
zakat walaupun mcreka merupakan salah 
satu kategori penerima zakat yang di
sebutkan dalam Al-Quran. 

Hujah beliau ialah bahawa pada zaman 
Rasulullah, orang-orang yang baru mcme
luk agama Islam itu telah menderita 
penyeksaan dan patut diberi bantuan. 
Tetapi di zamannya Islam telah bertapak 
teguh dan berkembang membentuk suatu 
Empayar. Jika orang yang baru memeluk 
agama Islam terus-menerus diberi bantuan 
begitu, akan kelihatan selolah-olah Islam 
membeli penganut baru. 

Demikian juga, pendckatan beliau ter
hadap hakmilik keempunyaan penghuni 
tanah-tanah yang baru masuk ke dalam 
bidangkuasa Islam berbeza dari yang 
tertcra dalam Al-Quran, Sura Anfal: 41. 

Saiyyidina Omar tidak memperuntuk
kan sebahagian dari harta yang didapati 
melalui peperangan kepada pihak yang 
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menang, saudara mara mcreka, anak 
yatim dan orang susah. Sebaliknya beliau 
membenarkan penghuni-penghuni asal 
terus memiliki tanah mereka, dengan 
sysarat mereka membayar cukai-cukai 
tertentu. Di sini juga, pertimbangan 
yang utama sekali ialah keadilan. 

Antara mereka yang menyedari 
bahawa jika semangat islah ini luput, 
Islam akan membeku, termasuklah ahli
ahli sufi dan falsafah. Yang teragung 
antara mereka, Jallaluddin Rumi, menye
sali penumpuan terhadap bentuk dan 
lambang, peraturan dan preskripsi yang 
dipengaruhi oleh sesuatu zaman dalam 
sejarah. Beliau menegaskan pentingnya 
semangat Islam yang memberinya sifat 
sejagat dan berperikemanusiaan. 

Ibn Taimmiyah ialah seorang lagi ahli 
fikir yang mendesak ke arah penafsiran
semula beberapa undang-undang Al
Quran mengenai hubungan-hubungan 
kemasyarakatan, melalui ij tihad. 

Seorang yang lebih berani dan ber
dedikasi dalam menuntut islah ialah 
pakar teologi dan sufi kurun 18, Shah 
Walliullah. Beliau sedar bahawa 
masyarakat yang berubah tidak mungkin 
terikat sela~a-lamanya dengan peraturan
peraturan dan nilai-nilai lama. Beliau 
mengajar bahawa setiap zaman haruslah 
menafsir sen<;liri Al-Quran dan Sunnah. 
Malah, beliau yakin bahawa salah satu 
sebab utama kemerosotan umat Islam 
ialah amalan berpegang kuat kcpada 
tafsiran yang telah dibuat di zaman
zaman lain. 

Pengislah yang masyhur, Sayyid 
Jamaluddin Al Afghani, juga bcrpendapat 
bahawa peraturan-peraturan termasuk 

hukuman-hukuman perlu mengalami 
perubahan dan evolusi. Pengikutnya, 
Muhammad Abduh, mara selangkah lagi 
dan mencadangkan agar amalan-amalan 
tcrtentu yang dibcnarkan oleh Al-Quran, 



seperti poligami, diteliti semula berdasar
kan kesedaran semasa. Beliau yakin 
bahawa monogami selaras dengan seman
gat perutusan Al-Quran. 

Muhammad Iqbal, pengasas rohaniah 
Pakistan , seperti tokoh-tokoh temama 
sebelumnya, bulat berdedikasi terhadap 
penilaian-semula yang progresif dalam 
Islam. Menurut seorang penulis, Iqbal 
berpendapat "bahawa undang-undang 
yang diwahyukan melalui seseorang Nab.i 
memperhitungkan kelaziman, cara hidup 
dan ciri-ciri khusus kaum di mana ia 
diutuskan. 
"Untuk membina Syariah sejagat, Nabi 

itu menitikberatkan prinsip-prinsip yang 
menjadi asas hidup kemasyarakatan 
seluruh umat manusia dan mengenakan
nya kepada kes-kes konkrit dengan mem
perhitungkan kelaziman kaum yang 
dihadapinya. Nilai-nilai (ahkam) Syariah 
yang timbul dari proses ini (rnisalnya, 
peraturan-peraturan tentang hukuman
hukuman ke atas jenayah), dari satu 
segi adalah khusus bagi kaum itu dan 
oleh kerana mematuhinya bukanlah 
tujuan mutlak, ia tidaklah boleh dikuat
kuasakan ke atas generasi-generasi akan 
datang.,. 

Kalam Azad, salah seorang sarjana 
Islam yang paling terkemuka di abad 
ini, menyatakan pendapat yang sama 
dengan pemikiran yang lebih jelas lagi. 
Beliau membezakan antara semangat 
Islam dengan manifestasi lahiriahnya. 
Semangat itu paling utama; manifestasi 
lahiriahnya kvrang penting. Peraturan
peraturan dan undang-undang yang 
berbagai-bagai termasuk ke dalam 
kategori kedua. 

Apabila beberapa preskripsi per
undangan dalam Al-Quran dilihat dari 
segi ini, berertilah bahawa walaupun 
zina tetap salah, hukuman sebat 100 
kali boleh dinilai-semula kerana ia tidak 
lebih dari cara menghukum sahaja. 
Begitu juga perbuatan mencuri - ia tetap 
salah di sisi Islam; tetapi hukuman potong 
tangan ke atas pencuri adalah jenis huku
man yang jelas sekali dipengaruhi oleh 
keadaan sosio-sejarah yang khusus. 

Malah cendekiawan Iran, Ali Shariati, 
menganggap soal-soal asasi tentang hak 
dan batil, baik mengenai seks atau arak, 
curl atau rasuah, eksploitasi atau penin
dasan, sebagai intisari undang-undang 
Tuhan. 

Soal-soal inilah- bukan cara hukuman
hukuman dilaksanakan - yang merupa
kan undang-undang Tuhan yang abadi 
dan tidak berubah, Syariah yang sejati 
dan sejagat. Shariati dan lain-lain ahli 
fikir yang progresif yang dibincangkan 
dalam rencana ini menganggap sebagai 
undang-undang Tuhan bahawa rasuah, 
tamak haloba atau penindasan yang 
berleluasa akhirnya akan memusnahkan 
masyarakat. 

Dernikian juga, adalah sebahagian dari 
undang-undang Tuhan bahawa kemero-

sotan persekitaran yang berlarutan akan 
membawa kesan buruk keatas umat 
manusia. Juga termasuk dalam undang
undang Tuhan bahawa keleluasaan seks 
atau penagihan arak akhirnya akan 
menjahanamkan asas moral susunan 
masyarakat. 

Tetapi para ulama dan sebilangan 
bella Islam kita tidak melihat undang
undang Tuhan sebagai lunas-lunas asas 
ini. Sebaliknya, mereka menyempitkan
nya menjadi cara-cara melaksanakan 
hukuman dan larangan semata-mata. Dari 
suatu segi, ini tidaklah menghairankan. 
Sikap mereka adalah gejala kecen
derungan semasa untuk mementingkan 
ritual, lambang, bentuk dan amalan 
dalam kebangkitan-semula Islam. 

Oleh kerana hukuman dan larangan 
agak khusus, tidak bersifat sejagat seperti 
nilai dan prinsip, maka pendekatan begini 
terhadap agama menolong menonjolkan 
identiti Islam yang eksklusif, selaras 
dengan penekanan dalam kebangkitan
semula Islam di beberapa banyak rantau 
dunia. 

Justeru kerana pandangan mereka 
yang sempit terhadap Islarnlah maka 
para ulama dan belia ini begitu marah 
apabila sesuatu bentuk hukuman dikritik, 
tetapi memandang sepi sahaja apabila 
sesuatu kebebasan asasi dikongkong. 

Inilah yang berlaku dalam soal pindaan 
Akta Rahsia Rasmi baru-baru ini. Para 
ulama khususnya ketara sekali membisu. 
Juga para ulama, melalui persatuannya, 
tidak sedikit pun mengambil berat 
tentang skandal-skandal kewangan seperti 
BMF, Koperasi, UMBC a tau EPF
Makuwasa. Para ulama juga, sebagai 
suatu golongan, belum pernah bersuara 
membela nasib rakyat yang miskin. 
Derita kemiskinan tidak mengharukan 
mereka semudah dosa khalwat. Malah 
kemerosotan akhlak yang sering mereka 
kecam pun tidak menggerakkan tenaga 
intclek mereka, kerana hingga kini 
bclum lagi mereka menganalisa masalah 
itu dengan serius. 

Andainya para ulama ini dan, lebih _ 
merunsingkan lagi, sebilangan bella Islam · 
kita yang mempunyai pandangan hidup 
yang sama, terus-menerus bcgini, luputlah 
harapan bagi Islam muncul sebagai daya 
dinamis dan kreatif ke arah kesejahteraan 
seluruh negara kita yang berbilang agama 
ini. Kerana sikap dogmatis beku yang 
mereka wakili hanya dapat membina 
sua sana yang statik dan melumpuhkan, 
yang akan membunuh setiap fikiran 
segar yang mula menguntum e 

Chandra Muzaffar 

DiterjemtJhkan olih Adibah A min. 

ALIRAN TALK 

30 Years: 
Merdeka And The Rakyat 
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T o commemorate the 30th 
anniversary of Merdeka, 
Aliran is organizing a talk 
entitled 30 Years: Merdeka 

and the Rakyat. It will be held at 
8.00p.m., 31st August 1987, at the Chi
nese Town Hall, Pitt Street, Penang. The 
Speaker will be Aliran President, Dr. 
Chandra Mu7.affar. 

The talk has a special significance. It is 
also being held in conjunction with the 
lOth anniversary of Aliran's founding. 

Come along for the talk. Bring your 
friends along. Remember itis3JstAugust. 



CURRENT COMMENT 
A record of Aliran's complete press statements 

made in the preceding months 

Servants Or Masters? 

T he Works Minister, Datuk Samy 
Vellu made headlines in declaring 
that "the days of enjoying Govern· 

ment-built public facilities at the 
Government's expense may be soon 
over ........... " 

Such a remark implies that public 
facilities are built at the Government's 
expense and that, the people should be 
grateful to the Government for such" free" 
services. 

The question arises as to whether such 
services are provided "at the Govern· 
ment's expense". Who supports the 
Government financially? Basically, the 
public - through both direct and indirect 
taxes. These taxes and the natural wealth 
of the country are entrusted by the public 
to the Government for the provision of, 
among others, public services and facili
ties. Therefore, such services and facili· 
tics are provided at the people's expense, 
not the Government's. 

lf the public has to pay for all "public 
services and facilities" because they have 
been privatised, then the public would 
rightfully wonder why it should continue 
paying taxes to the Government. What 
would the taxes collected be used for? 
For the provision of more salaries, pen· 
sions, limousines and luxurious offices for 
the members of the Government who are 
already enjoying various "Government
built facilities"? The public that bears the 
burden of all these taxes deserve to" enjoy 
Government-built public facilities". 

The remarks reportedly made by the 
Works Minister were indeed uncalled for. 
Those who are entrusted with the power 
to serve the people must not patronise 
the people. Servants of the public must 
wake up from any foolish illusion that 
they are masters! 

10 June 1987 

• 
Deaf Ears 

Ng Sock Nye 
Exco Member 

W ith reference to Encik Ghafar 
Baba's statement that the govern· 
ment "did not need advice from 

people who can only criticise but cannot 
suggest things to be done to overcome 
problems" (STAR 23/6/87), we would 
like to point out that numerous concrete 
proposals have been made in the past on 
how to solve and overcome various natio
nal problems. Unfortunately, these have 
all fallen on deaf ears. 

Aliran like other public interests 
societies has come out with specific 
ideas on how to overcome poverty, fight 
corruption, increase public accountability, 

reduce ethnic polarisation and so on. 
Between September 1984 and October 

1986, Aliran organised a series of dia· 
logues with various other groups aimed at 
finding solutions to the major problems 
facing the nation. At the end of each 
dialogue in the series called Dialogues of 
Concern, a memorandum was sent to the 
Government analysing the problem at 
hand and suggesting various measures that 
can be taken to overcome the problem. 

A number of measures for instance on 
how to fight the economic recession have 
been submitted to the Government. Un
fortunately the Government has not even 
bothered to acknowledge the various 
mPmoranda sent to them 

As far as we are concerned, the real 
problem is that the Government lacks 
the political will to adopt any of the 
proposals made by the various public 
interests groups including Aliran. 

26 June 1987 Ariffin Omar 
Exco Member 

(The above statement did not appear in 
any newspaper- Editor) 

• 
Education Act 

T he public has been told that there 
will be a comprehensive review of 
the Education Act this year. How

ever, the Minister of Education has yet to 
spell out the terms of reference of this 
review and what its overriding objectives 
are. 

Presumably the recommendations ari· 
sing from this review will form the basis 
of admen<lments to the Education Act. 
However, Aliran hopes that before they 
are formulated as pieces of legislation and 
presented to Parliament, the recommend a· 
tions will be submitted to the public for a 
full·scale discussion. 

Public discussion on the proposed 
amendments to the Education Act must 
precede any legislative action for the sim· 
pie reason that education concerns each 
and every citizen. Some of the proposed 
amendments could have far-reaching 
consequences for the future of both 
education and the nation. 

Aliran hopes that in reviewing the 
Education Act, policy-makers and plan· 
ners will look for ways and means of de· 
politicising education. The politicisation 
of education has been its greatest bane. 
This is why the review must give serious 
attention to the possibility of establishing 
an independent, autonomous Education 
Commission. Tht: Commission which 
should be given a constitutional status, 
will supervise and coordinate educational 
institutions at all levels. It will ensure the 
smooth imp lementation of the National 

Education Policy and will be directly 
responsible to Parliament. 

27 June 1987 Dr Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

• Solidarity With The Palestinians 

A !iran calls upon all Malaysians, 
irrespective of ethnic origin or 
religious affiliation, to support the 

Medical Aid for Palestinians (MAP) fund. 
Palestinian men, women and children 

are suffering from great hardship as a 
result of the fighting in Lebanon. They 
are in desperate need of medical 
assistance. 

However, Aliran's response to Palesti
nian suffering goes beyond humanitarian 
considerations. Aliran has always sup
ported the Palestinian cause because it is 
based upon truth and justice. 

AliTan is 10ncouraged by the response 
of a number of non-Muslims to the MAP 
fund campaign. Indeed, the Malaysian 
public has shown that it is capable of 
transcending religious boundaries on the 
Palestinian issue. This is the way it should 
be since the Palestinian cause cuts across 
religious ties. Through their support for 
the fund and their readiness to volunteer 
to serve in the Palestinian camps, some 
non-Muslim Malaysians have proven their 
commitment to humanitarianism and 
justice. 

Aliran is making a small contribution 
of $200 ringgit/- since it is all that the 
organisation can afford. However, we are 
asking our members to contribute 
generously to the fund on an individual 
basis. 

7 July 1987 V Malayandy 
Treasurer 



Co-op Refund 

G iven the circumstances, the Go
vernment's full refund in cash and 
equity to depositors of 13 Co

operatives is a reasonable solution. 
It addresses itself to the humanitarian 

problem of giving direct assistance to the 
depositors themselves many of whom are 
from the lower-income group. 

However, Aliran hopes that the propo
sal to have the equity in a licensed 
financial inst itution supervised by Bank 
Negara or a public-listed company, will 
be implemented with care and caution. 
Poor depositors should not suffer as a 
result of the bad performance of the 
company. 

Now that the Government has come 
out with a solution, Aliran urges the 
authorities to go all out to put all those 
Directors and Mano.gers of the Deposit
Taking Cooperatives responsible for the 
miseries of the depositors on trial. Special 
Courts should be set up to try these 
persons. If found guilty, their properties 
and assets should be confiscated. The 
Government should pay the depositors 
from the auction and sale of these con
fiscated assets. This is the type of action 
Aliran expects from the Government. It 
should serve as a lesson to all those in 
positions of trust and responsibility who 
have no qualms about abusing their 
power. 

7 July 1987 

• 
Tan Choon Kooi 

Ex•co Member 

Academic Choice 

A liran regrets the decision of the 
University of Malaya Senate to 
bar students from taking courses 

not taught in Bahasa Malaysia as optional 
subjects. It is hoped that the University 
will be persuaded by the Government and 
the public to rescind its decision for the 
following reasons: 

One, it denies a student who is not a 
major in English, Chinese or Indian 
studies from taking a subject in one of 
those languages even if he has the linguis· 
tic capacity to do so. This is an infringe· 
ment not only upon his freedom of 
choice but also his right to knowledge. 

Second, if a University denies its 
students this right, it would not be faith· 
ful to one of the fundamental purposes of 
University education which is to develop 
the varied and diverse intellectual interests 
of its students. It would be in the tradition 
of broad, well-rounded University educa· 
tion for a Physics major for instance, to 
do a course in Chinese classics or for an 
Economics major to study Shakespeare• 
in the English language. 

Three, by barring students from taking 
norr-Bahasa Malaysia courses as optional 
subjects, it is quite conceivable that certain 
courses wb ich have to be taught in English, 
for some reason or other, will not be 
available to a big portion of the student 
community. What this means is that if a 
course in the Department of History or 
Sociology is taught in English by a visiting 
Professor, students may not be able to 
take it as an optional subject. This 
would be a pity because given the irn· 

Of late we have come to realise that religion cannot simply concern 
itself with prayer and piety, with all the so-called formal religious 

behaviour. It must have a direct impact on human behaviour and the 
way we relate to one another. This was the cry of the prophets of old 

and it has taken us a long time to catch on. 
We need to promote behaviour that enhances life - to develop 

a consistent ethic of life, individually. societally. 

Father Thomas Oddo, C.S.C., 
President 

University of Portland 

portance of English as a language of 
higher learning, it is bound to be used 
from time to time as a medium of instruc· 
tion even outside the English Department. 

Four, barring non·Bahasa Malaysia 
optional subjects will in no way enhance 
the status of Bahasa Malaysia as the main 
medium of instruction. For only a small 
number of courses are presently taught in 
Chinese, Tamil and English. Bahasa 
Malaysia will therefore remain the main 
medium of education as evisaged by the 
National Education Policy. In this con
nection, it should be emphasised that 
Bahasa is the main, not the sole media of 
education Using English, Chinese or 
Tamil as medium of instruction for 
certain specific putposes is allowed in the 
National Education Policy. 

While there are sound academic and 
educational reasons for continuing to 
allow students to take optional subjects 
in non·Bahasa Malaysia languages, Aliran 
is dismayed by the manner in which 
certain politicians and a section of the 
media twisted, distorted and exaggerated 
the issue at hand. They created the irn· 
pression that there would be no more 
teaching in Chinese or Tamil at the 
University of Malaya. The issue was 
deliberately misrepresented to the public 
as an attempt to teach all subjects in the 
Chinese and Indian studies Departments 
in Bahasa Malaysia. 

This is a wilful distortion of the truth 
for at least three reasons. One, the 
decision by the University in no way 
affects the status of a number of courses 
which will continue to be taught in 
Chinese and Tamil because they are 
related to, or dependent upon, original 
texts in those two languages. 

Two, single-major and double-major 
students in both the Chinese and Indian 
Studies Departments will still be studying 
a number of courses in the Chinese and 
Tamil languages. 

Three, Chinese and Tamil language 
courses will still be offered by the Pusat 
Bahasa (Language Centre). 

One wonders why when the contro
versy first hit the headlines the University 
of Malaya authorities made no attempt to 
clarify some of the issues involved. It is 
partly because of the failure of the autho
rities to provide a detailed explanation 

that communal misinterpretations have 
become rife. It shows how the lack of 
proper communication can aggravate 
ethnic situations. 

7 July 1987 

• 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President 

Highly Priced Highway 

Aliran urges the Government to 
defer the signing of the $3.4 
billion contract with United Engi· 

neers Malaysia (UEM) in connection with 
the North-South Highway project until all 
the relevant information has been scrutini· 
sed by the public. The general public 
must be convinced beyond the shadow of 
a doubt that the project is in the interest 
of the people. 

In order to convince the public that 
everything is above board, Aliran suggests 
the following measures. 

First, the immediate de-classification 
of all documents pertaining to the project. 
All details should be made available to 
the public through the media. It is not 
just the leader of the Opposition in Parlia
ment who should have access to the infor
mation. Since the project has very serious 
financial, political and ethical implications 
for the nations the public as a whole, 
should be told everything. 

This disclosure of information should 
not be confined to documents related to 
the actual award of the contract to UEM. 
It is important that documents connected 
with the decision-making process within 
Government are also made public. The 
public, for instance, should have access 
to the minutes of the Inter-Departmental 
Committee on Privatisation to imd out 
its views on the North-South project. The 
recommendations of the Attorney-General 
and the opinion of the Legal Adviser to 
the Ministry of Works should also be 
revealed to the people. In short, all views, 
opinions and recommendations submitted 
by civil servants and professionals on the 
North-South project should be made 
public. 



Second, after all relevant documents 
have been made public, the Government 
should allow public opinion to be heard 
for at least a month or so. The media 
should give maximum coverage to the 
views of the public. 

Third, public opinion should then be 
channelled to a special all-party Parlia· 
mentary investigative panel on the North
South project. The panel should not only 
comprise members from both the 
Government and Opposition parties but 
should also be chaired by the opposition 
leader. This would enhance the credibility 
of the panel. 

Finally, the panel should prepare a 
report which would then be submitted to 
Parliament for debate. Whatever position 
Parliament adopts on the North-South 
project and the award of the contract to 
UEM, would be acceptable to the people 
as a whole. For the decision would have 
been arrived, on the basis or a full, frank 
disclosure or information and open, 
democratic discussion. 

Once again, Aliran appeals to the 
Government to give serious consideration 
to these proposals in the interest of pro· 
tecting the credibility of the Government 
and some of its leaders. 

12 July 1987 

• 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President 

Money Politic$$$ 

M oney politics cannot be curbed, 
let alone eliminated, unless firm 
measures are adopted by the 

leadership. Merely condemning the evil of 
money politics will not solve the 
problem. 

If the Government wants to stop 
elected representatives from switching 
loyalties from one political party to ano
ther, it should amend the Constitution so 
that a Member of Parliament or a State 
Assembly who defects will automatically 
forfeit his or her seat. 

The Government should also amend 
the Election Act with the aim of making 
it more specific and more stringent in 

all matters pertaining to election expen
diture and the giving out of inducements 
to the voter. In fact, the Election Act 
should cover not only general elections 
but also intra-party elections. 

However, amending laws alone will 
not overcome the problem of money 
politics. There should be strict enforce· 
ment. It is only possible to enforce laws 
strictly if the law-makers and law enCor· 
cers are honest and upright. 

This is why, all said and done, the ~irst 
step in eradicating money politics IS a 
political leadership respected for i~s 
impeccable integrity. The leadership 
must ensure that there is no one within 
the leadership stratum who indulges in 
money politics. A national leader who is 
determined to stamp out money politics 
will not appoint individuals tainted with 
'money politics' to high positions. He will 
make sure that important politicians in 
Government are not involved directly or 
indirectly in business. He will not allow 
tycoons and millionaires to control 
Government and politics. 

12 July 1987 Dr Chandra Muz.affar 
President 

(The above statement did not appear in 
any newspaper- editor) 

• Prisoner Of Injustice 

I t looks as if the authorities are now 
trying to blame the remand prisoner 
Zainal Hashim, himself for his long 

period of auffering in prison. Instead of 
blaming the victim, they should attend to 
the underlying causes of the long delays 
that remand prisoners have to put up 
with. 

Aliran feels that there is a need for 
speedier trials. Speedier trials are possible 
if there are more magistrates and courts. 
For this to happen, there must be a bigger 
allocation for the legal department. The 
present allocation for the department is 
totally inadequate. One hopes that in the 
forthcoming budget there will be a much 
bigger allocation for the legal department. 

Charles De Secondat 

A department charged with the admi· 
nistration of justice should not be treated 
as a step-child. 

15 July 1987 P Ramakrishnan 
Exco Member 

{The above statement did not appear in 
any newspaper - editor) 

• 
Political Distortion 

A !iran regrets the confrontational 
posture adopted by certain politr- ' 
cians and political parties on the 

decision of the University of Malaya to 
delete courses taught in Chinese, Tamil 
and English from the list of electives 
offered by the University's arts and social 
science faculty. The issue can be resolved 
through discussion and dialogue. Leaders 
of political parties, aggrieved by the deci· 
sion, should seek a meeting immediately 
with Professor Ungku Abdul Aziz, the 
Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Malaya, to discuss the issue. 

It is wrong of political parties to blow 
the issue out of all proportion. It is not 
true that the new ruling on electives will 
lead to the death of the Chinese and 
Tamil languages at the University of Ma· 
laya. For a number of text-based courses 
will still be taught in Chinese and Tamil. 
Students enrolled for both single-major 
and double-major degrees from the 
Chinese and Indian Studies Departments 
will have to know Chinese and Tamil. 
Besides, Chinese and Tamil will still be 
available as language subjects at the Pusat 
Bahasa. 

While there is no reason to exaggerate 
the issue, Aliran reiterates its earlier posi· 
tion that removing courses taught in 
Chinese, Tamil and English as electives 
goes against some of the basic principles 
of good university education. There may 
be students, for instance, who may not 
want to major in English and yet would 
like to take a couple of electives in the 
English language. Why should they be 
denied the opportunity to do so? Simi· 
larly, there may be students who for 
reasons of employment may not want to 
take a degree in Indian studies and yet 
may want to register for a course or two 
in Tamil. There is nothing wrong with 
this. In this way, students outside the 
Chinese and Indian Studies Departments 
will be able to keep in touch with their 
mother tongues. Equally important, 
students who are not majoring in English, 
will be able to keep in touch with the 
English language. There must be some 
scope for this since English is such an 
important language of knowledge. 

Finally, Aliran is a little surprised that 
individuals who have never cared for 
university autonomy and academic free
dom are now posing as champions of 
these principles. Indeed, some of these 
individuals had played a big part in 
subverting university autonomy through 
their political agitation when they were 
student activists in the late sixties or early 
seventies. 

15 July 1987 Mohamad Abdul Kadir 
Exco Member 
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NEP: Whose Wealth? 

A s 1990 approaches we can expect 
the debate over the NEP to get 
more and more acrimonious. 

Whether the NEP should be extended be
yond 1990 or whether it should be ter
minated, whether the Bumiputra stake 
should remain at 30 per cent or whether 
it should be increased, threaten to become 
contentious issues which could raise the 
already high ethnic temperature on our 
national thermometer. 

The furore over t he Deputy Prime 
Minister's 5(}.50 formula for sharing 
wealth is perhaps symptomatic of things 
to come. What was sad about the diver
gent reactions to his proposal was that no 
attempt was made to reflect upon its real 
meaning, its actual implications. 

Is it logical to conceive of national 
wealth in strict ethnic terms? Does it 
make sense to speak of so much wealth 
for Bumiputras, so much for non-Buml
putras and so much for foreigners? Isn't 
there an element of deception in ethnic 
thinking of this sort? For an erroneous 
impression is created that somehow the 
entire ethnic community in question 
owns and controls a certain portion of 
the nation's wealth. People are deluded 
into believing that each and every mem
ber of a particular ethnic group benefits 
directly from the wealth that the group 
as a whole is supposed to possess. 

The truth however is something else. 
Using Bumiputras as an example, it is 
only too obvious that it is certain Go
vernment agencies, private companies and 
individuals who own, control and enjoy 
the so-called wealth of the community. 
This wealth has no bearing upon the 
income position of the vast majority of 
Bumiputras. Indeed, a significant segment 
of them remain terribly poor. The inci· 
dence of poverty in rural Peninsular Ma· 
laysia, for instance where the majority of 
Burniputras live, is around 24.7 per cent. 

This is why we have a paradoxical 

situation today where a community 
whose members comprise the majority of 
the poor in the country, is also in control 
of domestic banking and finance. Accord· 
ing to the Fifth Malaysia Plan (1986 -
1990) "In the domestic banking sector, 
Burniputra interests including the trust 
agencies, owned and controlled more 
than 50 per cent of the equity in nine 
banks and between 30 to 50 per cent in 
six banks. In finance companies and 
merchant banks, they held more than 50 
per cent of the equity in 19 finance 
companies and 10 merchant banks." 
Similarly, Bumiputra interests are over· 
whelrningly important in the corporate 
plantation and mining sectors. And yet 
42.4 per cent of rural Malaysia is without 
potable and piped water. 31.8 per cent of 
our rural population is without electricity 
supply! 

As long as policy-makers and planners 
persist in their ethnic approach to wealth 
ownership, under the guise of the NEP, 
the realities confronting the bulk of the 
Bumiputra community will not be high· 
lighted. The widening disparities in 
wealth and incomes within the commu
nity will not be brought to the fore. 

Of course, concealing and camoufla· 
ging these harsh truths serve the interests 
of the powers-that-be. They will be able 
to show how they have increased the 
wealth of the Bumiputra community by 
pointing out to the 1,900 million ringgit 
invested by Bumiputra individuals in the 
Amanah Saham Nasional (ASN) scheme, 
at the end of December 1985. What is not 
widely known is that 10 per cent of the 
top investors in the scheme account for 
40 per cent of the shares. This means that 
the remaining 90 per cent of investors 
own 60 per cent of ASN sha.res. 

These disparities in wealth are present 
within the non-Bumiputra communities 
too. Again, the rhetoric about what per· 
centage of the nation's wealth the Chi· 
nese control or how much the Indian 
community owns conceals the realities 
within the two ethnic groups. Their 

respective elites, as expected, are not as 
concerned about poverty and deprivation 
within their communities as they are 
about ownership of share capital of limit· 
ed companies. It explains to some extent 
why government leaders of Indian origin 
appear to be more interested in increasing 
the 0.9 per cent ownership of share 
capital of the community than decrf'asing 
the incidence of poverty among estate 
workers (a substantial number of whom 
are Indians) which stands at 19.7 per cent. 

All this goes to show that whether a 
community owns 10 per cent of the 
nation's wealth or 50 per cent, the truth 
about what is really happening to the 
majority within that community will 
never be known through generalized 
statistics about its wealth ownership. 

It is this truth about the actual situa
tion of the majority, of the common 
man, that the public wants to know. The 
Government should provide data on 
wealth and incomes within communities 
and within sectors of the economy. We 
will then have a much better idea of dis· 
parities and differences within communi· 
ties and sectors. Such information would 
be a closer reflection of economic and 
social realities than what we have 
presently. 

Aliran hopes that this information 
would be part of a comprehensive review 
of the NEP which the Government is in 
the best position to undertake. Other 
groups, including public interest societies 
and political parties, which may also be 
interested in reviewing the NEP, should 
be allowed to submit their views to a 
Parliamentary Select Committee on the 
NEP. Aliran suggests that this Select 
Committee be established early next 
year. It needs at least two whole years to 
meet a whole range of groups which 
would want to express their views on the 
NEP. 

The report of the Parliamentary Se
lect Committee on the NEP, which in 
essence would be the public's response to 
the Policy, and the Governmeftt's own 
review, should then be presented to 
Parliament and the nation for a thorough 
discussion. 

The Select Committee's Report and 
the Government's Review would provide 
some clear indications on whether the 
NEP should be extended or not. 

15 July 1987 

• 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President 

North-South Highway: 
Unanswered Questions 

A liran commends Works Minister, 
Datuk S. Samy Vellu. for giving 
some weight to public opinion on 

the controversial North-South Highway 
project. 

Parliamentary Opposition leader, Lim 
Kit Siang, should also be congratulated 
for persuading the Works Minister to 
accede to changes in the terms of con· 
tract with United Engineers Malaysia 
(UEM) which will save the public some 
$22 billion. The reduction in Government 
loans from $1.65 billion to $750 million 
and the reduction in the toll collection 



period for UEM from 30 years to 25 
years are particularly significant. 

The very fact that the Government is 
making changes to the terms of contract 
shows that the present tender awarded to 
UEM is not entirely satisfactory. Indeed, 
the variations to the project are so major 
that one questions the wisdom of imple· 
menting it, without allowing the public 
more time to examine and analyse all 
relevant information in greater depth and 
detail. This is why Aliran once again urges 
the Government to defer tlfe signing of 
the contract with UEM until all un· 
answered questions about the project 
have been satisfactorily dealt with. 

There are at least seven questions 
related to the project which continue to 
create considerable uneasiness in the 
public mind. 

One, why should such an important 
Government project be given to a firm 
owned by a company (Hatibudi) in which 
the leadin~ party in the ruling Coalition -
UMNO - has a 50 per cent equity? Is it 
morally right for a political party in 
Government to do business with the • 
Government itself? Doesn't this blur the 
distinction between business and politics? 
Doesn't it give rise to a conflict of 
interest? 

Two, is it true that Hatibudi has 
certain financial links with prominent 
politicians in the ruling Coalition - links 
which have been cleverly camouflaged 
from the public eye? 

Three, why is the Government reluc
tant to make public all documents 
connected with the project, including 
various technical and financial evaluation 
reports? 

Four, why should an P.nginP.ering firm 
with an allegedly poor track record be 
given the most important single highway 
construction project ever undertaken by 
the Government? ·Besides, isn't it true 
that UEM has hardly any experience in 
road construction or highway manage
ment? 

Five, why should the Government 
award the contract to a consortium domi· 
nated by foreign contractors which would 
result inevitably in a massive outflow of 
profits from the country? Doesn't this 
contradict the Government's own profess· 
ed commitment to economic self
reliance? 

Six, why should the Government pro· 
vide so much direct and indirect financial 
support and guarantee for a privatised 
project when the whole aim of privatisa
tion is to reduce the financial burden of 
the State? 

Seven, is it fair to burden the nation 
with a colossal project which will cost 
the public $41 billion over 25 years when 
the economic and social value of the 
project itself is questionable? 

In view of these seven and perhaps 
other crucial questions which trouble 
the people's conscience Aliran calls upon 
the Government to consider one of the 
following solutions tO the North-South 
project controversy. 

Either, cancel the project aince the 
public is not entirely convinced that such 
a project is absolutely necessary at this 
point in time. 

Or, alternatively get the Malaysian 
Highway Authority (MHA) itself to com
plete the project. After all MHA bas 
already built sections of the highway and 
has been collecting tolls from these sec
tions. The MHA can easily mobilise 
enough funds for this purpose through 
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TITLE OF BOOK PRICE 

1. FREEDOM IN FETTERS 
Is a comprehensive study of the state of demo-
cracy in Malaysia. It deals with all the major 
laws and institutions relevant to an under-
standing of democracy in Malaysia. It examines $10.20 
all the major trends and developments which 
have influenced the practice of democracy in 
Malaysia. 

2. DIALOGUE ON DEMOCRACY 
Is a collection of speeches made by leaders of 
various political parties & public ·interest 
societies in connection with the 3rd Dialogue $ 3.20 
of Concern on Parliamentary Democracy held 
in July 1985. 

3. CABARAN-CABARAN SEMASA 

A book in Bahasa Maaysia dealing with human 
rights, democracy, the economy, labour, ethnic 

$ 7.20 relations, education, moral values and inter-
national affairs. 

4. PANDANGAN ALIRAN: 
Mengandungi pendapat, cadangan, analisa dan 

$10.20 komen yang jarang tersiar di akhbar-akhbar 
tempatan. 

5. LIMA PERSOALAN is the translation of $ 3.70 
.5 Controversies' into Bahasa Malaysia 

6. CORRUPTION contains papers on various 
aspects of this social scourge presented by 
Aliral'l officials and guest speakers at a seminar $ 4.20 
held in November 1980. It is easily readable, 
informative and analyticaL 

7. THE AN TEIK: THE OTHER SIDE OF 
DEVELOPMENT discusses the Thean Teik 
dispute objectively and raises the question, $ 3.20 
"Development for Whom?" 

8. THE ARMS RACE: HUMANITY IN CRISIS 
ref ects a common humanitarian viewpoint 
on the awful realities of modern warfare. It $ 5.20 
attempts to consider the transformation of 
man and society as the means towards 
achieving a worldwide peace. 

9. WE SHALL OVERCOME- SONGS OF 
HUMANITY is a rich and varied collection 
of songs dealing with reality, hope, freedom, $ 4.20 

justice, unity, peace, compassion, etc. 

10. ALIRA~J MONTHLY 
1 year's subscription - 12 issues* $10.50 
2 year's subscription - 24 issues: $20.50 

Bank Commission for outstation cheque $ 0.50 

TOTAL 

•Prices inclusive of Postage. For overseas orders: prices are in US$. 

NO. OF 
COST COPIES 

30 

various statutory agencies and private 
financial institutions. 

If this is not possible, then the Govern· 
ment should call for fresh tenders. 

Whatever the Government chooses to 
do, it should not proceed with the signing 
of the contract with UEM. It would con
vince even the hitherto unconvinced that 
the Government is not capable of ad
hering to principles of integrity and 
honesty. 

18 July 1987 Dr Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

• 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY PLAN 

I t is good that UMNO Youth has come 
. up with an Economic Recovery Plan-: , 
to reflate the economy. It is certainly 

more national and less sectarian than 
some of the ideas that have emerged from 
recent MCA seminars and conventions. 

One of the worthwhile proposals in 
the Plan is the setting up of a multi· 
ethnic National Youth Development 
Corps. Aliran had also suggested the 
establishment of such a corps in October 
1986 in response to the Budget proposals 
for this year. At that time we had envisa· 
ged a multi-ethnic Youth Corps which 
would go out into the countryside and till 
the two million acres of idle land. 

A Youth Corps made up of unem
ployed graduates and secondary school 
leavers can also participate in some of 
the major economic projects which the 
Government has launched. That would 
include the 240,000 unit three year low· 
cost housing project, the rural water 
supply project and the North-South 
Highway project. These three projects 
are meant to stimulate economic growth. 

Besides, a National Youth Corps can 
be mobilised for certain social develop
ment goals with long-term economic 
value. The Corps can help to eradicate 
illiteracy by organising literacy classes 
in rural and urban areas. Malaysia has a 
literacy rate of about 7 2 per cent. There 
is no reason why within the next five 
years, we cannot achieve a 90 per cent 
literate population. A National Youth 
Corp can also initiate Bahasa Malaysia 
classes on a nationwide basis since a 
sizeable section of middle-aged Malay
sians are still not fluent in the national 
language. 

Some of the other proposals made by 
UMNO Youth are, however less accep
table to Aliran. Aliran is opposed to 
privatization especially of essential ser· 
vices and of public utilities. Recent 
debacles should caution us against con
tinuing the plunge into privatisation. 
There are, of course, a number of 
straightforward business ventures that the 
Government is presently involved with, 
which should be handed over to private 
entreprenuers. If the Government is will
ing to wind-up some of the companies 
it runs under various off-budget agencies, 
public sector expenditure will decrease 
considerably. 

Aliran also feels that it may not 
be wise to accelerate petroleum produc
tion. Oil is a depleting resource. It may be 
a better economic proposition in the long 
run to opt for a conservationist approach. 

Finally, Aliran hopes that as the 
Government considers the UMNO Youth 



recovery plan, so will it give some atten
tion to the memorandum on ways of 
overcoming recession and unemployment 
sent to the Government in March 1986 
by Aliran and 17 other public interest 
societies, political parties, and labour 
groups. 

20 July 1987 Or Chandra Muzaffar 
President, Aliran 

• High Cost Highway 

T he 11 organisations listed below are 
deeply concerned about the finan
cial, ethical and political implica

tiOns of awarding the contract for the 3.4 
billion North-South Highway project to 
United Engineers Malaysia (UEM). We are 
not convinced that the award of the con
tract to UEM is in the best interests of 
the people. 

This is why we have chosen to appeal 
to the Government not to proceed with 
the signing of the contract next month. 
The Government should instead take 
immediate steps to release to the public 
all information directly or indirectly 
related to the Highway project. 

The public should be given at least a 
month to study the information and to 
submit its views to a Parliamentary 
Select Committee on the project. A 
Parliamentary Select Committee should 
therefore be established without any 
delay to obtain the views of the public. 

The Select Committee should report 
to the next session of Parliament on whe· 
ther the North-South Highway project 
should be implemented as it is or whether 
fresh tenders should be called or whether 
the Malaysian Highway Authority should 
take over the entire project. 

Indeed, the Select Committee should 
even consider whether the project itself is 
necessary at this point in time. It is only 
arter Parliament has deliberated thorough
ly on these various options that a decision 
should be made. 

We hope that our Government which 
does give some consideration to public 
opinion, will respond positively to our 
appeal. 

22 July 1987 Or Chandra Musaffar 
President, Aliran 

on behalf of:-

1) Aliran Kesedaran Negara (ALIRAN) 

2) Association of Woman Lawyers, Sela
ngor &Federal Territory (AWL) 

3) Civil Rights Committee (CRC) 

4) Consumers Association of Penang 
(CAP) 

5) Environmental Protection Society of 
Malaysia (EPSM) 

6) Federation of Malaysian Consumer 
Associations (FOMCA) 

7) Malaysian Association of Engineers 
(MAE) 

8) Malaysian Trades Union Congress 
(MTUC) 

9) Office For Human Development 
(OHD) 

10) Sahabat Alam Malaysia (SAM) 

11) Selangor Graduates Society (SGS) 

Allran Is Movln ~ g;-- Jjfi;;;i_ 
~.... . .. .:-_:: 

On I August 1987 Aliran will be moving house to: 

6, Jalan Panqi Jerjak 11, 
Sungai Nibong, 
11900 Bayan Lape~, 
Pulau P'tnantJ. 

Please direct all correspondence to the above address. 

However, the P.O. Box address remains unchanged: 

P,O. Box ~049. 
10830 Pulau Pin.ng. 
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THINKING ALLOWED 

A REAL GOOD SPORT OF A 
LEADER 

A 
t one Asean meeting a 
foreign minister of one 
Asean country was talking 
to the Head of State of 

another Asean country. "I hope 
that Your Excellency has a sense 
of humour. Mter all being a politi
cal leader can be rather dull and 
drab and life without humour is 
truly unthinkable." The Head of 
State of the small Asean state 
replied, "Of course I have a sense of 
humour. How do you suppose I get 
by day by day?" The Foreign 
Minister of the other country asked, 
"But Excellency, I heard something 
contrary to what you have just 
said. I have been told that you do 
not have a sense of humour at all." 
"Utter rubbish," replied the Head 
of State. "Well then, do you collect 
jokes against and about yourself?" 
asked the Foreign Minister. "Of 
course I do. Don't you know that I 
have two camps full of such jokes? 
Who says I don't have a sense of 
humour?" Needless to say the 
Foreign Minister was not amused. 

••• 

THE PROBLEMS WITH 
TRANSLATIONS 

T he call by certain Minis
ters for a more extensi~e 
use of Bahasa Malays1a 
deserves to be given 

serious consideration. Even then 
caution must be employed or else 
the use (or misuse) of Bahasa may 
lead to unforseen problems. I 
remember that ten years ago at the 
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time when there was a rush to have 
everything in Bahasa including 
street signs, posters and books, 
there was a railway station in North 
Malaya where a station master deci
ded to do his bit for the language. He 
decided to have all signs and notices 
at the station in Bahasa. Thus it 
must come as a great shock to him 
that his efforts were not recognised. 
On the contrary he was roundly 
abused by WOMEN. He could not 
understand why God in his infinite 
wisdom had created such ungrateful 
creatures to roam His good earth. 
The good station master thought he 
was doing a noble deed to the 
women folk when he renamed 
Ladies Waiting Room at his station 
to BILIK TUNGGU PEREMPUAN. 
It never occured to him why the 
ladies avoided the place like the 
plague and instead of women there 
were dirty old .men hanging around 
leering like satyrs. Till the day of 
his retirement he could not figure 
out just what went wrong. 

• • • 

DEMOCRACY FOR ALL 

A 
Singaporean and a Fili
pino were both insist
ing that democracy exist
ed in their respective 

nations. The Filipino told the 
Singaporean, 'You know, in my 
country I can go out to the street 
and yell "Down With Ferdinand 
Marcos" Is your Singapore that 
democratic?" The Singaporean 
replied, "Of course we are democra
tic. I too can go out to Orchard 
Road and shout "Down With 
Ferdinand Marcos" without any 
fear of arrest." 

Arriffin Omar 
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