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POLITICS & HUMAN RIGHTS

ISAArrests
in Singapore
The Singapore government's intolerance of dissent
is unsurprising, says CHANDRA MUZAFFAR in this
article where he also explains why commitment to
liberating the human being should not be confused
with advancing the cause of Marxism.

n a sense, the arrests of 16
young church workers,
community organisers and
professionals
by
the
Singapore government on
May 21 should not have surprised anyone.
The Singapore government has always
been intolerant of any dissent. Its record
speaks for itself. In the last 25 years beginning with Operation 'cold store' it has moved mercilessly against any individual or group that dares to oppose its
basic policies. It has decimated and destroyed many an opposition group. It has
harassed opposition leaders with a vigour
and detennination that is shocking.
Indeed, so harsh is the PAP government's
treatment of dissent and criticism that if
there is anything that its friends and foes
agree upon, it is the authoritarian character of the ruling regime. Through its latest
arrests, the PAP has shown that it has
become even more authoritarian than
before.
Its arrogance and authoritarianism
aside, there are certain specific reasons
that explain the PAP's arrests. It is quite
likely that next year - 1988 - will be
election year in Singapore. The election
will be preceded by important changes to
t}le State Constitution. Prime Minister
Lee Kuan Yew has said many times that
Singapore will have an elected President
with significant powers over the nation's
foreign reserves. Some modifications are
also going to be made to voting rules and
regulations. A sort of 'bloc-voting' procedure is expected to be introduced which
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will alter to some extent the significance
of the present one-man, one-vote single
member constituency electoral system.
Both these changes, it is felt, will be
opposed by a large number of Singaporeans. These Singaporeans know they
will lead to further PAP dominance. The
PAP fears that the people will express
their opposition through the ballot-box.
This is why in carrying out its recent
arrests, the PAP government has also tried
to implicate the Workers Party - the only
opposition party that counts in today's
Singapore. The aim is clear: it is to
frighten the people from protesting
through the Workers Party in the forthcoming election.

DECLINING POPULARITY
The PAP's fear of protest votes is all
the greater now because it is acutely aware
of its own declining popularity. In the
last General Election in 1984, its share of
popular votes dropped by 13 percentage
points. That, and the victories of J.B.
Jeyaretnam of the Workers Party and
Chiam See Tong of the Democratic Party,
were enough to incense Lee Kuan Yew to
such an extent that he demanded that the
one-man, one-vote system be changed to
safeguard 'the interests of the nation'!
Since the last election, three events
have accelerated the erosion of suppmt
for the Government and Lee Kuan Yew
in particular. The Jeyaretnam Parliamentary hearing, telecast for an to see,
convinced a lot of educated, middle-class
Singaporeans that Lee was a haughty,
2

arrogant leader out to smash to smithereens a well-meaning though not
particularly outstanding leader of a smallopposition party. The impression was
created that Jeyaretnam was being persecuted for standing up to Lee.
The Law Society episode, involving
Francis Seow, also helped to reinforce the
same image of Lee - though Seow,
through his performance, revealed that
the Prime Minister was not as intellectually
invincible as he is made out to be. In a
different way, it also served to reduce
Lee's stature in the eyes of a section of
the population. Lee's punitive treatment
of former Singapore President, Devan
Nair, once his bosom pal, was yet another
event which disillusioned many educated
Singaporeans. They felt that they had
been exposed to a vicious streak in the
leader they had hero-worshipped for so
long. Their disenchantment increased after
the revelations made by Nair in a series of
letters to a regional magazine. Concerned
about his plummetting popularity, Lee is
now trying to tell the educated segment
of society that the critics they are listening to are actually being manipulated by
behind-the-scenes Marxists determined to
subvert the State. This again is calculated
to instil fear within the English-educated
middle-class.

RISING AWARENESS
After all, it is the English-educated
middle-class comprising professionals,
executives, managers and the like, which
has become surprisingly conscious of
human rights and democratic liberties in
the last few years. This is a development
which the Lee leadership will not tolerate,
whatever happens. It is obvious that the
arrests are intended to thwart this healthy
trend. It is not just an increasing level of
education or a rising standard of living
which have contributed to growing
democratic consciousness. The severe
economic difficulties of 1984 and 1985
which affected a substantial segment of the
middle-class have also helped to conscientise people. An equally important factor
has been the live telecast of Parliamentary
proceedings - a thing that had never
happened before. When the vast majority

of the populace have access to television,
when so many of them can follow
Parliamentary debates, is it any wonder
that the ordinary Singaporean of the late
eighties has become much more politicised
than his predecessor in the seventies?
Among the groups which have played
a significant role in politicising and
democratising sections of Singapore
society, are Christian church and community workers. They see it as their Christian
duty to make people aware of social
issues and to get them to reflect on the
realities that confront them guided by the
eternal teachings embodied in their scriptures. The Lee Kuan Yew leadership is
apprehensive about what this will lead to.
Lee sees in his rear-mirror South Korea
and the role of the small Christian minority there in the human rights struggle
lhat is unfolding in that country. South
Korea also a newly-industrialising country,
has achieved considerable economic
success according to some sources, and is
often bracketted together with Singapore
as one of those few Third World societies
that has 'made it'. Besides, Lee is an
admirer of South Korea. He does not
want the sort of pressures which an even
more authoritarian regime in Seoul is
faced with, to affect the stability of his
own government. He has therefore chosen
to nip in the bud what he perceives as a
Christian-inspired human rights challenge
to his leadership.

CURBING HUMAN RIGHTS
This then is the essence of the issue. It
is the desire to curb the growth of human
rights consciousness that has prompted
the PAP government to arrest the sixteen.
The so-called 'Marxist plot to subvert the
State' is just an excuse concocted by the
government to enable it to act against

human
activists.
like Communism, is a dirty word in Singaporean (and Malaysian) politics. It is a
convenient tool that can be used to discredit
any
opponent,
however
constitutional and however democratic
she maybe.
Since the government h_!ls launched a
massive propaganda campaign to convince
people at home and abroad that there is
indeed a Communist conspiracy, it is not
inconceivable that some of those who are
involved in human rights work will now
become a little more cautious about what
they say or do. Human rights activism in
Singapore which is still in its embryonic
stage, may never get the chance to grow
and develop. At the same time, sociallyconscious Christians seeking to create a
community based upon love, compassion,
justice and freedom, will be under the
constant surveillance of the authorities.
Even church elites - given the conservative character of most churches in
Singapore - may become hostile towards
Christian groups who see their faith as a
living force which should be harnessed for
social transformation. Indeed, these elites
may now want their churches to adhere
strictly to their conventional role of ahns
and charity. This sort of retrogressive
thinking, which is in fact a negation of
the life and work of Christ, could infect

church elites in other ASEAN States as
well They may act against progressive
Christian individuals and groups working
under the aegis of the Church. Those in
control of some of the other religions in
the region may adopt a similar attitude
towards groups committed to social
change guided by a spiritual worldview.
In fact, the human rights struggle as a
whole in the ASEAN region - especially
if it is articulated through the spiritual
traditions - may lose its momentum for
a while.

TRUE LIBERATION
This would be a real pity. For one of
the encouraging developments in recent
times in certain ASEAN States has beert- ·
the emergence of small groups of Christians, Muslims and Buddhists capable of
linking their Faiths to social action and
social transformation. They know that
religion is more than rituals, forms and
symbols. They know that Faith is not
something that one puts on for a Sunday
outing. Faith has to be lived. The values
and principles, the ideals and visions
embodied in one's ·Faith should be
brought to fruition through actual social
action. What this means is that a true
Christian or Muslim or Buddhist should
try to mould society in accordance with
the universal, eternal values of love and
compassion, justice and freedom, integrity
and equality embodied in the teachings of
his religion.
In the course of doing this, one will
have to analyse and reflect upon existing
social realities. One will have to fmd out
for instance, why people do not give and
share, why altruism and selflessness have
lost out to niggardliness and selfishness.
One will have to find out why competition
is a more powerful force in society than
cooperation. Invariably the urge to fmd

CATHOLIC
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out, the desire to know, will compel one
to examine present social structures - as
the detained Singaporeans were doing.
Studying social structures is certainly not
the monopoly .pf Marxists! European and
even non-European thinkers were already
looking at the relationship between social
structures and popular values and attitudes
long before Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engels. Similarly, one has not become a
Communist simply because one believes
that the gap between the rich and poor is
widening or that political power is concentrated in the hands of a few. Devout
religious personalities like Mahatma
Gandhi were concerned about such issues.
For them inequality of this sort impeded
the growth of unity and solidarity within
the human family - a cherished ideal of
almost every spiritual tradition.
This explains why the Bible and the
Quran, to name just two holy scriptures,
contain vivid condemnations of those
who accumulate wealth and power at the
expense of the poor and powerless. They
warn Rulers of grave punishment from
God if they oppress or exploit the people.
These and other scriptures are concerned
about the sacred inviolability of the
human being. This is something that secular leaders like Lee Kuan Yew will never
be able to understand. They will never

understand that the great spiritual philo·
sophies - more than any secular ideology
- are devoted, in a profound, compassio·
nate manner, to the dignity of Man. In
order to achieve this dignity, some of
these philosophies commit themselves to
the liberation of the human being from
both his inner bondages of greed and
selfishness and his outer shackles of
oppression and corruption. Yet other spi:
ritual traditions espouse the realisation of
Man's humanity through the transformation of society. This is why it is wrong of
the Singapore government to suggest that
by advocating human liberation and social
transformation, the 16 arrested on May 21
are advancing the cause of Marxism.
Of course, we realise that given their
commitment to human liberation and
social transformation there is always the
danger that groups and movements
guided by a spiritual worldview may
be infiltrated by individuals who are sceptical of religion and scornful of God and
yet are dedicated to radical economic and
political change. One may add that in
societies like Singapore and Malaysia
where Marxist parties are banned and
where ethnic and religious sentiments are
powerful motivating forces, there may be
an even greater tendency for Marxists to
try to penetrate and manipulate religious

organisations.
However, the allegations and accusations levelled at the 16 by the Singapore
government do not suggest that there has
been any such infiltration and manipula·
tion. In any case, if the government is
convinced that there has been Marxist
infiltration there are two courses of
action open to it. First, as many groups
and individuals inside and outside
Singapore have proposed, the government
should put the 16 on trial. Through the
process of cross-examination, the real
ideological inclinations of the sixteen wilJ
crystallise. It is obvious that the Singapore
leadership does not dare to do this.
Second, the government should allow an
open debate through the media on Marxism and religion. This will surely help..to
enlighten the public on how and why
spiritual philosophies differ fundamentally
from Marxism on certain basic postulates
and where their similarities lie. Unfort unately Lee will not provide any leeway
for such open . discussions on matters of
political and ideological significance. For
Lee is authoritarian and anti-democratic.
That, irt the ultimate analysis, is the crux
of the problem. It explains why a number
of young people with lofty ideals languish
in Singapore jails •
Chandra Muzaffar

Liberation Theology
And Its Impact On
The Church Today
Br. Gerard Koe
Br. Gerard Koe is a De La Salle brother who

belieYes that contemporary theology should be
meaningful, meYant and person-centred. He
works energetically to promote this.

here are not many people
who know what theology is
all about let alone liberation theology. Often the little
they hear on which they form
their judgement comes from sources
that are either shallow or biased in their
outlook towards Liberation theology. A
case in point is the report in the Star
newspapers wherein the Singapore government seems to imply that Liberation
theology is the result .of Marxist infiltra·
tion illto the Church in their attempt to
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manipulate the masses. Following this
thinking, it would be logical to brand the
ten Catholics arrested as Communist
insurgents out to create chaos and overthrow the government.
The purpose of this article then, is to
put in clearer light what Liberation
Theology is all about so as to dtspel
doubts and negative impressions that
many have regarding it. This treatment is
by no means exhaustive and cannot even
claim to defme the total richness and
depth of liberation theology.

4

To understand Liberation Theology, it
is best that we first of all be clear of the
meaning of the word Theology. Theology
basically is the study of God, of how He
works, His intentions/plan for humanity,
or even how man perceives Him etc.
Within the last 30 years in the history of
the Catholic church, there has taken place
some major shifts in the emphasis placed
on theological outlook. For many centu·
ries, theology tended to be heavily influenced by philosophy especially Greek Aristotilean philosophy wherein the realm of

ideas, logic, speculation and abstractions
played a predominant role in the expression and formulation of theological
thought, often at the expense of "down
to earth" human experience and the actual realities of life.
Today psychology and sociology seem
to be playing the more important role in
the development of theology. Much more
emphasis is placed on human experience
as the basis of our understanding of God
and His will for man.
The adjective "liberation" immediately begins to qualify the type of theological emphasis that is taken. This theme of
liberation so often found in scriptures, is
essentially about how God works in man's
life freeing him from all that stands in
the way of man reaching that fullness of
life intended to him by God. Jesus in
fact in beginning his mission says that he
has come to ....... ''bring the Good News
to the poor, Liberty to captives, sight to
the blind and Freedom to captives."
Jesus saw his whole mission as an act of
liberation. liberating mankind from all
forces within and without, that dehumanise, that alienate, that retard man's
total development as human persons. The
Good News he preached was that, man,
coming into a deep relationship with his
Lov'.ng Father could free himself from
sin and become whole once again. Being
'converted' therefore means allowing the
Spirit of God to challenge our values,
visions, attitudes, behavourial patterns
and freeing us from all negativity, selfishness and fears that create so much tension
and disharmony in our personal lives and
that of society as well.
liberating man in order that he may
experience the 'fullness of life' has many
far reaching implications. It immediately
brings to our attention the fact that while
man is an individual with sin and
brokeness that needs to be healed, he is
one and at the same time a social being
subject to the larger forces of economics,
culture, religion, politics etc. which more
often than not, are beyond his control.
These 'larger forces' having themselves
evolved from societies with sometimes
distorted, self-centered and materialistic
values, in tum possess certain inherent
evils and inconsistencies, that (because
they are often shrouded with bureaucracy, tradition a!ld highly organised
efficiency) are not easily recognised.
Just as sinful individuals create sinful
structures, in the same manner, sinful
structures create sinful individuals.

Any fruitful attempt to liberate man
for the fullness of life must also take into
account to no small extent, the liberation
of structures, systems, organisations and
institutions that are corrupt and oppressive. It is within this context therefore
that liberation theology addresses and
challenges man's social/economic/cultural
and political situation all of which are intimately linked, in order to determine if
they are conducive to mans total growth
and development. It will utilise tools of
analysis which are able to detect subtle
forms of inconsistencies, negative values
and oppressiveness found in these structures. It analyses society from the point
of view of its tensions and struggles and
attempts of offer reflections as to how to
bring about more just alternatives. It is
often critical of established systems that
through the course of time have become
dictatorial, corrupt and oppressive, even
to the point of encouraging oppositional
groups that propose better alternatives.
It aligns itself with the masses of people
who are exploited, oppressed, suffering
and voiceless, encouraging them to become aware of their condition in order
that out of this awareness will come the
desire to liberate themselves from the various yokes of slavery.
liberation Theology has often been
misconstrued as being Marxist/Communist in its orientations. This misconception often arises from the fact that proponents of liberation Theology do utilise
socialist tools of analysis in their attempt
to understand society and its tensions.
This should come as no surprise since to
date, it is some of the socialist thinkers
who have offered some of the best
scientific tools of social analysis. However, utilising a tool does not make one a
proponent of a particular ideology.
There are many other notions in socialism
that liberation Theology does not endorse and in fact strongly opposes. For
instance Marxist Socialism's notion of
"dialectical materialism" (that harmony
in society is totally dependent on material distribution of wealth and resources,
that the solution to society's tensions is
entirely the "economic factor") or again,
that change can only be brought about
through the use of violent struggle/
revolution. Too often supporters of liberation theology are branded as Communist Revolutionaries out to create anarchy
to further their cause. This has been the
tendency of many governments to look
upon any group that is critical of its
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actions as being subversive hence the
convenient title "Communist". This allegation is grossly unfair and can only be
looked upon as a cheap excuse to curb all
forms of opposition in their desperation
to remain in power.
It must be made clear that advocates
of liberation theology have first and foremost, the love of God and man at heart.
It is from this love that arises the desire
to ensure that his fellow brothers and sisters have the opportunities and conditions necessary for total growth and
development. It is this love that motivates
him to speak out when his brothers and
sisters are oppressed, abused, exploited
and made to suffer. It is this love that
drives him to struggle for a better, more
just and loving society. It is this love
that energises him to endure the suffering
and persecution that can be the result of
furthering the cause of justice and righteousness. It is a love that is universal, farreaching, all-encompassing and which
cannot be the claim of any one ideology
or political movement.
In many ways the Catholic Church has
through the ages (as a result of this love
for God and man) been the pioneer of
many welfare services such as homes for
the aged, for orphans, destitutes; Vincent
de Paul society (for the poor and
beggars); Educational apostolates for the
underpriviledged; etc. While acknowledging that these social welfare works of
mercy are a distinctive feature and value
that the Catholic Church has been a good
witness of, they nevertheless remain
superficial remedies to the many social
problems that society faces. The greater
challenge facing the church seems to be
to confront the very root causes of these
problems which in turn require a deep
understanding and analysis of society's
economic, political, cultural and religious
systems/structures.
The Church today, despite its reservations towards political criticism for fear
of jeopardising the delicate harmony she
enjoys with the state, has very little
choice but to be oriented towards liberation theology, if she is ever to remain true
to the fundamental message of the "Good
News" of Jesus Christ. She has to have
her hand at the pulse of society, especially the masses of poor and marginalised, in
order to guide them in the process of
total development. At tintes she might
have to be critical of the "Forces that be"
(in particular the government machinery)
and play the difficult prophetic role of
being the conscience of society. In all
this, there is a price to pay. ( eg. victimisation, deprivation of rights and priviledges,
harrassment etc). Unless she is prepared
to pay this price, she will remain but "an
empty vessel" decorated with much
pomp, grandeur, ritual and superficial
piety on the outside but in reality empty
of the Spirit and mind of Jesus her
Founder •
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accordance with Islamic laws.
It can safely be predicted that PBS
will 'expel' itself from the BN. But
Sabah need not fear its future. That
the obstacles are insurmountable is beyond dispute. It will require raw courage
and supreme sacrifice from its people.
Since the motivations of Sabah will
be right it will receive all the strength and
power it needs.

Letters should be addressed to the Editor, Aliran Monthly, P.O. Box 1049, Penang,
Malaysia.

AS Gill
Seremban

Letters

UMNO, PBS AND SABAH

S

o UMNO is establishing itself in
Sabah. Morally it is not the right
thing to do.
PBS is one of the component parties
in the Barisan Nasional. How UMNO,
literally the head of BN, could decide
to move into the territory of another
component party which also happens
to be the ruling party of the State,
is inexplicable. It is an unfriendly act
and the motive highly suspicious.
UMNO is a racial political party and
PBS multi-racial. UMNO's presence will
only lead to polarisation. UMNO leaders
have offered explanations of sorts for
their move into Sabah. Examples: Its
(UMNO) presence will foster better
ties with PBS. To protect PBS from
West Malaysian opposition parties like
DAP and PAS. Especially PAS. The
Malays and Bumiputras are without a
party and UMNO is going over to provide
them with one. UMNO has no intention
to rule Sabah.
All these explanations are an insult
to the intelligence of Sabahans. Sabahans
were never keen on PBS joining BN and
are unlikely to forget the following
incidents in a hurry:o Whilst PBS waited at the door,
patiently to its credit, its application
for membership to BN was being processed in the most leisurely manner.
o The delayed visit of our Prime Minister
to Sabah citing that a tight schedule of
work claimed priority over his visit.
o Absence of forthright condemnation
of those involved in the violence and
civil riots which shook Kota Kinabalu
with its bombings and killings and losses
running into the millions. ·
o The now infamous Sabah formula
for a coalition government when PBS
had won the general elections in a
stunning political upset with a convincing
victory over political opponents with
decades of political history.
o UMNO's support and avowed intention to 'sink or swim' with Berjaya.
o Call by some members of UMNO
for the expulsion of PBS for contesting
the Sulaman State by-election.
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o Finally, UMNO's intended merger with
USNO with its miserable 9 seats in the
State Assembly. A party whose leader
once advocated that Sabah leave
Malaysia.
Supporters and leaders of PBS have
made it clear they do not want UMNO
but what form their ultimate reaction
will take remains speculative. Their
mistrust of UMNO should now be
complete.
Bapa Malaysia has gravely warned
UMNO to think carefully before
venturing into Sabah as it could set
a precedent in losing an election. UMNO
may well meet its Nemisis in Sabah.
Future elections may provide the
unusual spectacle of component parties
contesting against each other, one of
which is the ruling party of the State.
UMNO's optimistic and probable
strategy would be to contest in the five
odd districts where Muslim voters predominate. But they will have to contend
with PAS who will play up Islamic
values to the hilt in accordance with their
own interpretations of the Quran. With
votes split between these two Islamic
parties PBS could well emerge the winner.
UMNO and PAS should not pin their
hopes on Muslim votes. Not in Sabah,
anyway. S,000 Bajau Muslims, traditional
supporters of USNO, voted for PBS in
the Sulaman State by-election. UMNO,
however,
has
circumvented
this
obstacle by accepting as members all
bumiputras regardless of religion.
My advice to Pairin and PBS is to get
across the message to all Muslim voters
that PBS gives them the freedom of
choice to vote for opposition parties,
if they are so inclined, whether these
parties be Muslim, non-Muslim or multiracial as long as they are of Sabah origin
and not foreign.
Crime is on the increase - murders,
kidnapping, rape, robberies, swindles etc.
Unemployment is running into the
thousands. The multi-racial society is
divided and polarization is on the increase
unimpeded. Even the two Islamic parties
are unable to close ranks. One is trying
to topple the other. PAS wants to take
over the country and administer it in
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THE WAY TO ECONOMIC
RECOVERY

-.

ow that UMNO - the most powerful

political body in Malaysia - has
N
re-endorsed Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathlr's leadership, strengthening
his hand by returning his chosen deputy,
Encik Ghafar Baba, to the No. 2 spot
in the organization's hierarchy, and
with the dust of the heated contest
fast settling, the question on everybody's
lips is: What are the Government's
plans to ensure the desperately needed
economic recovery within the shortest
possible period of time?
As a senior citizen with absolutely
no affiliation to any political party,
it saddens me to note that our economic
woes are getting from bad to worse contrary to Encik Ghafar Baba's claim.
One after another, the supermarkets
are closing down not only in Penang
but throughout Malaysia. Factories, with
few exceptions, are reeling under the
sustained recession. Jobs are getting
to be fewer and fewer while schools
and institutions of higher learning are
churning out thousands annually to flood
the already pathetically depressed labour
market.
The daily newspapers are swamped
with bankruptcy notices amid austerity
drives by labour-intensive organizations,
quite a few of which have had to resort
to wage cuts and overtime slashes to
try to balance their budgets. Banks
and other fmancial institutions too
are feeling the pinch of the three-year-old
economic downturn as an increasing
number of borrowers is defaulting in
the servicing of loans taken. Even
hawkers - nay, the itinerant bread
vendors - lament the dwindling of
their sales - some by as much as SO
per cent!
While the NEP - which is geared or
targeted towards eradicating poverty
in the country - is noble both in intent
and aspiration - its implementation,
sad to say, leaves much to be desired.
Pragmatism seems to have lost out

to unbridled overzealousness of some
to play to the gallery, nurturing in the
process, mutual suspicion which, in the
ftnal analysis, breeds polarization and
contempt.
Perhaps when it becomes due for
reviewing in 1990 - three years hence
- a more serious effort will have to be
made
through
consultation
with
all affected parties, to correct all
anomalies - for the sake of solidarity,
peace and tranquillity in our multi·
racial society.
Land for the landless, jobs for the
needy, varsity places for the deserving,
promotions on merit, low-cost houses
for the poor of all races in more equitable
ratios, and equal business opportunities
for all - are surely some of the areas
which need to be attended to urgently.
Only a fair implementation of the NEP
will help remove the spectre of polarization of the races and indeed earn us
universal respect as a model democratic
country worthy of emulation, apart
from stimulating foreign investment,
which is paramount to our nation's
survival.
In these extremely hard times, one
has to be circumspect. History has
taught us how neighbouring countries
like Indonesia, Thailand and others
that have at one time practised bigotry
and racial persecution, had suffered
the consequences economically. It is
to their credit though, that each of
them has learnt from the bitter lessons
and, in taking corrective measures,
each has in its own way, become a
successful democratic state.
In short, free entreprise must not be
shackled - it being tantamount to
killing the goose that lays the golden
eggs!
Let us strive, through fairplay, to
leave footprints - our footprints on the sands of time! God bless
Malaysia!

~

Retrenchment: what are the government's plans for a desperately needed economic
recovery?

it is difficult to get people of honesty
and integrity in public life, as many
in positions of trust had become cheats
and robbers and betrayed the people's
trust in them.
This is the greatest irony, for Dr
Mahathir started his premiership six
years ago in 1981 with the slogan of ABC
- 'bersih, cekap and amanah' - . ~nd
yet his administration is the one marked
by the greatest lack of trust and integrity
when compared to the previous adminis·
trations of Tunku Abdul Rahman, Tun
Razak and Tun HusSein Onn.
What has gone wrong? Is it the problem of individuals, or is the blame to
be traced to a higher level, even to the
system of government today?
Clearly, the system of government
cannot absolve itself from responsibility
where there is rampant corruption and
serious breakdown of the concepts of

public integrity and accountability.
Scandals rocked the government and
nation, like the $2.5 billion BMF Scandal,
implicating Ministers, but the Prime
Minister is not prepared to have a fullscale Royal Commission of Inquiry
to get to the bottom of the greatest
fmancial and banking scandal in the
country.
Ministers get involved in conflict-ofinterest situations, as in the purchase
and subsequent sale to Pernas of the
UMBC shares by the Finance Minister,
Daim Zainuddin, and yet a Prime Minister
who boasts of a commitment to the
concept of a clean and trustworthy
government is not prepared to ensure
that there is the fullest accountability
of these share transactions.
Following public pressure against
involvement of Ministers and Deputy
Ministers in share and business tran·
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•••
CORRUPTION, INTEGRITY
& ACCOUNTABILITY
factor for the deepening crisis
of confidence is the rampant
corruption and breakdown of the
concepts of public integrity and
accountability in public life.
Tunku Abdul Rahman made the
pregnant comment recently that Malaysia
has reached the stage where "everybody
seems to be corrupt". The Prime Minister,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamed, has
lamented several times in public that
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sactions, Dr Mahathir announced in
September last year that Ministers and
Deputy Ministers had been given three
months to divest all their shareholdings.
Three months have come and gone,
and yet there is no indication as to
whether the Ministers and Deputy
Ministers have complied with this
directive and how they had been complied
with.
Malaysians instead read of a Deputy
Minister being sued by several banks
for amounts exceeding $70 million,
and even about the Finance Minister
flying over:seas to intercede with the
creditor banks, which would clearly
compromise the interests of the govern·
ment and nation. Was the trip by Daim
Zainuddin to Singapore to plead on
behalf of Alex Lee with the Singapore
banks done with authorisation or
knowledge of the Prime Minister and
Cabinet?
It has also become the daily reading
diet for Malaysians about political leaders
of the Barisan Nasional, including a
Deputy Minister, arraigned for criminal
breach of trust charges. The going on
leave of the Deputy Minister concerned,
Wang Choon Wing, also raises important
questions as to whether the Government
and Ministers are serious about public
integrity and trust.
Although I agree that Wang Choon
Wing is innocent until proven quilty in a
trial, the Cabinet Ministers must have
confidence in the Attorney-General and
Public Prosecutor that he has good
reason for giving consent to the prosecution of Wang Choon Wing.
Under these circumstances, Wang
Choon Wing should honourably resign or
be made to resign his Deputy Ministerial
post so that he could later return to his
position in the government should he be
found· innocent. If Wang Choon Wing
is allowed to go on leave, this would be
tantamount to the Cabinet or the Prime
Minister having doubts about the proper
exercise of his discretionary powers by
the Attorney-General, Tan Sri Abu Talib
Othman, should be replaced.
Can a government servant, for instance,
who is charged in court for misappropria·
tion of funds go 'on leave' during the
period of his trial?
Jt is because of the government's
ambivalent attitude to the various breach
of trust or conflict of interest cases
involving Ministers and Deputy Ministers,
and the refusal to probe fully into the
various great scandals of the Mahathir
administration - like the BMF scandal,
the Maminco tin-buying scanditl, the
EPF-Makuwasa shares purchase scandal,
the UMBC scandal, the $1.6 billion Co·
operatives scandal, the Co-operative
Central Bank scandal - that nobody
takes seriously anymore the calls by the
Prime Minister and the other Ministers
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about the need for high standards of
·public trust and integrity.
Malaysians can still remember that
during the first days of the Mahathir
Government in 1981, there was great
fanfare about the government's commit·
ment to the principle of public acc'ounta·
bility has also become another abandoned
slogan.

seats is a waste of time, energy and
expense for the candidate.
However, to ensure that local popu·
lation is truly represented, the seats in
the council's board should be distributed
according to the performance of .each
political party in the State level elections.
For example, ifDAP or PAS wins 50%
of the State seats, it should be alloted
the same percentage of Council seats.

Lim Kit Siang
Parliamentary Opposition Leader

•••

Koay Phaik Beng
Penang

•••

THE LATE COUNCILLORS!
aving been ordered by the Penang
Municipal Council to appear before
its Assessment Appeals Committee on
11 March 1987 at 2.00 pm. to voice my
objection against the revaluation of my
house, I turned up 5 minutes before the
stipulated time.
There were about 20 other ratepayers
from Hillside who had gone to the
City Hall at the Esplanade for similar
appointments.
Of course, some objectors arrived 10
to 15 minutes late but all had to wait
for the Committee members to turn
up much later.
None of the Councillors were present
at the venue before 3.35 pm. and the
irony is that the Committee consists of
more than a dozen of them!
Is this the Council's idea of "Leadership by Example" · or "Bersih, Cekap,
Amanah"? Will the increase in revenue
from the property revaluation be utilised
for another overseas holiday trip for
the Council officials?

H

Khoo Khay Hock
Penang

•••
LOCAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS
to Encik Ashique Hussein's
letter (The Star: 28-2-87) wherein
Ihe refer
pledged his support for the idea of
reviving the Local Council Elections.
Whilst sharing his enthusiasm in the
noble objective of getting the right
people to do a proper job in the Town
Board/City Council, I hope his new-found
idealism has not clouded his faculty of
discernment.
Dividing the spoils of councillorship
and other positions of public office is the
very essence of a coalition system of
government whether on a local, state or
national level.
Holding local elections separate from
those for the State and Parliamentary
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DON'T BE FOOLED THE
NEXTTIMEI
e all have to be very careful when

we elect somebody to represent
W
us in the next general elections. Let's
all teach the government a good lesson.
Please do not listen to the views on your
radio and T.V. In fact, do not read the
newspapers too often because much of
the views is not the truth - especially
during the general elections. Please
beware of the same old tricks and the
propaganda of the government. Remem·
ber we still have to deny the Barisan the
two-third majority in the next general
elections which will be held in 1990 or
1991. And don't be carried away by their
sweet talk, or be frightened by whatever
they say.
Crispin Pereira
Kuala Lumpur

•••
LET CULTURE EVOLVE ITSELF
here has been some ferocious. argu.
ments about what is National .
T
Culture. However, the idea of National
Culture put forth in 1971 is not by the
MCA or the MIC. Only UMNO is senti·
mentally grasping it.
So much literature has been produced ,
bringing out the historical setting, so that
things can be seen af\d understood from
the correct perspective. The political
bargain was also brought to the fore. The
layman has a very superficial idea of what
National Culture is. Therefore, we need
some academic knowledge of what
culture is and what National Culture is.
We have been trying to create a
National Culture and various measures
have been taken to accelerate the process,
be it in dress, drama, dance, architecture,
literature and so on. Just one question.
National Culture! Why? ... Unity?
If we want to create a National
Culture (whatever its defmition) by all

means let's go ahead. But we should do
so, taking this created form of National
Culture of ours to be unique - uniquely
Malaysian. Unity to be the basis of our
National Culture's objective? Never! The
genuine National Culture must be cultivated in our hearts. That's the proper
place. Let the tangible form evolve
itself. Evolution is more permanent and
natural.
No one tells a non-Malay, "Come,
come, eat nasi lemak. We want to create
a National Culture". No one tells a non·
Chinese, "Come, come, eat Koay Teow.
We want to create a National Culture".
And, no one tells a non-Indian, "Come,
come and eat roti canai. We want to
create a National Culture". It does not
mean that all these cross-cultural consumption of food is going to prevent
anyone from being a racialist or from
mouthing racial slurs.
Truly the above-mentioned eating
habit is our culture, our Malaysian
culture, our National culture. But
according to the 1971 defmition of
National Culture:o It must be based upon the INDIGENEOUS culture of this region,
o Other suitable elements from other
cultures can be incorporated into the
National Culture, and
o Islam is an important element in the
formation of the National Culture.
Nobody incorporated these eating
habits into our culture. It needed
nobody's consent. It evolved itself.
So, let culture take its course. Let's go all
out to promote unity. Eradicate deeprooted prejudice. How? Through education and intermingling. For unity to
come about, social, economic and
political imbalances must first of all be
rectified.
Santhira Morgan
Kuala Trengganu

•••
PESTICIDE CONTAMINATED
VEGETABLES
ur consumer-interest groups have
warned time and again of the dangers
and possible abuse of pesticide via the
mass media and memorandums to the
Government. These consumer bodies
had urged the Government to ban various
brands of pesticides and fungicides. The
Government should then be very cautious
after being warned that chemicals and
drugs that have been banned by the
Developed Countries are dumped in
Third World countries. The Malaysian Government threw caution to the wind. Only
when Singapore had rejected consignments of vegetables from Cameron
Highlands did we know that such

O

a problem of pesticide contaminated
vegetables is a shocking reality!
On March 5, 1987, the New Straits
Times reported that vegetables sampled
from the Cameron Highlands contained
chemical levels exceeding the recommended level of 5 parts per million (ppm)
by World Health Organization (WHO):
VEGETABLE

CHEMICAL
CONTENT (ppm)

Spring Onion
PorChoy
Chinese Celery
Kai choy
(leaf mustard)
ChoySum
(Chinese mustard)
Slew Pak Choy
(hybrid mustard)

10.81
11.65
81.36

7.77
6.32
25.00

It is also worth noting that
Singapore allows the import of vegetables
with pesticide contamination of below
2 ppm. The Government investigated the
matter only after Singapore had rejected
consignments of Cameron Highland vegetables with 3 ppm and above pesticide
contamination during the first week of
March.
Our Deputy Agriculture Minister
Datuk Alex Lee announced that his
Ministry knew that vegetables had pesticides residue levels higher than permitted
in October, 1986. The Ministry, however,
did not announce to the public to avoid
alarming the people. (The Star, 11-3-87).
This is the only case admitted by the
Agriculture Ministry. How many more
cases were there in the past that have
been detected but silenced up or have
escaped detection? Even before the early
March rejection of vegetables by the
Singapore Government, the Singapore
Environment Ministry has been moni·
toring pesticide levels (since February 24,
1987). Would the Malaysian public be
informed of the high level of pesticide
contamination if the Singapore Government had not rejected our vegetables?
It has been pointed out that one of
the pesticides used by our farmers contained ethylene thiorea, a carcinogen
(cancer-causing agent), which will be
released when the pesticide is heated
(The Star, 4-3-87). It should be of
interest to the general public if the
Government · can satisfactorily explain
how, in the first place, the pesticide
containing such carcinogen was allowed
into Malaysia for use in agriculture.
Don't blame the poor farmers for you
cannot expect them to know anything
about toxicology. If they are aware of
the toxic effects of pe~ticides, they would
not have handled them with bare hands
or without adequate protection while
spraying. ram sure 'that many Malaysians
would be interested to know for how
long had this pesticide containing
ethylene thiorea been in use in Malaysia.
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A pesticide supplier Mr K E Kua
pointed out that "in Cameron Highlands
the farmers use larger dosage than
recommended because pests had built
a stronger resistance to the chemicals
than those found in the lowlands" (The
Star, 7-3-87). Pesticide-resistant strains
are not created overnight but over a long
period of time, exposing them to
increasing toxic levels. If this is the case,
then we can assume that vegetables
with high pesticides residue level had
invaded our markets over a long period
of time.
Pesticide problems are not new as they
are known to create pesticide-resistant
strains and also pose as a environmental
hazard. It is long overdue that we should
adopt other safer means of controllj,pg
pests, e.g. biological pesticide.
·
Can the Government convince the
public that none of the pesticides is
absorbed into the plant tissues?
Apparently the level of pesticide residue
is based on the residue found on the
external parts of the plant. It has been
pointed out by Deputy Health Minister
Datuk K Pathmanaban that "a thorough
washing will ·rid of almost 70% of the
pesticide" and "that the Government
cannot guarantee that all vegetables in
the country are safe for consumption".
(The Star, 5-3-87). These are the clues.
The Government's explanation that an
announcement about the pesticide
contamination in October would have
raised an alarm is preposterous! If the
people had known about the high level
of .contamination they would have taken
extra care in the washing of their
vegetables, even if it did not remove all
of the infernal poison.
After reading NCM, Ringlet's letter
(The Star, 20-3-87), I began to harbour
great doubts about our Agriculture
Ministry warning the farmers. The
fluctuating level of pesticides found in
our vegetables over the months can be
attributed to many factors. One of which
I can think is the heavy spraying during
the time when pest infestation is the
greatest and this explains why there was
a phenomenal rise in pesticide level
in October last year. Then the level
tapered off again as the pest population
was in control. During this time a lower
concentration of pesticide is needed.
Perhaps late February is another such
month of serious pest infestation and the
early March harvest was affected.
I would like to know of the fate of the
batch of vegetables found to have a high
level of pesticide residue in October,
1986. The question is simple: Were they
allowed into the markets? Perhaps,
our Honourable Deputy Agriculture
Minister, Datuk Alex Lee would care
to provide the answer.
CV Vong
Penang
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Pesticide contamination: no guarantee that Malaysians have not been consuming con·
taminated food for years.

RUSTY-MINDED SENATORS
28-year old study has revealed

A that mental skills, like muscles,
can get flabby through lack of use. "Once
you stop using your mental skills they
get rusty" says K Warner Schaie of
Pennysylvania State University.
This must be a timely warning to
our political backbenchers and our
senators who are seldom heard. It may
be easy and more comfortable to remain
mentally lethargic and compromising
"yes-men" but these representatives of
the people have a moral and social
responsibility towards the nation. They
are there to think and give their views.
I agree with the views expressed by
Dewan Negara President Tan Sri Ben
Stephens, and Mr Patto, MP for lpoh,
that at least half of our senators should
be elected.
If all our senators are appointed on
the basis of their political patronage
to the ruling party, the Senate, as pointed
out by Mr Patto, would become a
''political junkyard".
It would also be a good idea as pointed
out by Datuk Mohamed Sopiee, to
appoint a few knowledgeable people
like Dr Tan Chee Khoon and Tan Sri
Noordin Zakaria to the Senate. This
may not be politically palatable but it
would do a good deal to restore the
Aliran Mont hly M.y/June 1987

sagging image of our Dewan Negara.
We have heard too often about Ali
Baba businesses in ·the past but if we
look closely at our present political
set up we can see the same pattern
operating at the political level. A handful of the elites do all the "thinking"
and make all the decisions and almost
all our backbenchers and senators
remain as sleeping partners.
Many of our backbenchers and our
senators have become part of our growing
"idle elite".
Democracy would become meaningless
if more and more people begin to enjoy
political patronage not because of their
dedicated service to society but because
of their unquestioning loyalty to the
political leadership.
P Rasahugan
lpoh

physical environment and food in Malay·
sia. EPSM has been urging greater
attention to this area for many years,
together with other environmental and
consumer groups.
EPSM believes that public explanations are urgently due from the following:
o the Pesticides Board under the
Ministry of Agriculture as to how
comprehensively has it been monitoring such contamination especially
under its Malaysian-German Pesticide
Project. Partly related to this is
required an explanation as to why it
has still not implemented the Toxic
Pesticide Regulations, drafted way
back in 1985;
o the Ministry of Health as to results of
its monitoring of such contaminaticm
especially under the Food Regulations
and as to what guarantee is there
Malaysians have not already been
consuming contaminated food and
water?
o the Ministry of Science, Technology &
Environment as to the extent of
activity undertaken by its Departments of Environment and Chemistry
to help curb this contamination;
o the affected farmers and wholesalers
as to whether they are aware of the
dangers of such contamination and
what measures have they taken on
their own to protect the consumer
from being poisoned;
o the pesticide industry (which incidentally earned the title of Polluter
of the Malaysian Environment in
1985) as to what they have actually
done to minimise misuse of pesticides
and reduce contamination of the environment and food? Where are results
of studies to monitor the extent of
contamination?
We would like to caution the public
not to be lulled into complacency by the
bland assurances of officials and other
individuals/organizations that no Malaysian has so far been affected by cancer
arising from pesticide contamination.
Until thorough scientific studies of
local conditions are made public, such
assurances have no substance. EPSM
belives that the more positive approach
would be to urge care while the magnitude
of the problem is thoroughly assessed
before the situation gets out of control.
Gurmit Singh K S

President
EPSM

•••
PESTICIDE CON TAM I NATION
OF ENVIRONMENT OF FOOD

•••

he
controversy on
T
restdues found on spnng onions
exported to Singapore, once again high-

PUBLIC INTEGRITY MALAYSIAN BRAND

lights the official neglect of the issue
of pesticide contamination of the

Minister's recent statement
T hethatPrime
there are not many honourable

~ecent

t~e p~sticide
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Malaysians left in public office reminds
us of the "Pot Calling the Kettle Black".
Malaysians have seen numerous scandals unfolding before their eyes over
the past few years and yet, those in
authority do not seem too concerned
to bring to justice swiftly, culprits
involved in "heinous crimes".
By dragging their feet over scandals
such as BMF, UMBC, Maminco, the
Co-operative fiasco, the powers - that be hope that the ordinary Malaysians
will eventually forget these ugly episodes
that have scarred and maimed the image
of Malaysia in the eyes of the international community.
The objective of having the Official
Secrets Act is to prevent the public
from coming to know of other scandals
that might be brewing. Where are we
heading for? It has become a crime
to expose culprits? Strange but that is
a fact.
Politicians like Anwar Ibrahim seem to
speak with forked tongues - on the one
hand he vehemently condemns those who
raise issues on BMF, UMBC, Maminco
etc, but on the other, merely 'asks'
and not demands explanations to the
roles played by Mahathir, Musa,
Razaleigh in the BMF scandal.
A politician convicted and jailed for
fraud clung to his seat in Parliament
unashamedly, while accusations of
corruptly-acquired wealth among Barisan
leaders go unchallenged, giving further
credence and legitimacy to rumourmongering that seems to have become
part and parcel of the Malaysian way
of life.
M Thaven-n
Port Klang

•••
CALL TO VB DR LIM
KENG YAIK
of Bruas are glad for the
T hefirstvoters
time that after 29 years of
Independence, a Cabinet Minister is
our representative from the Lost
Kingdom. The people of Bruas are still
eagerly waiting for at least something
to come in the form of rapid development, as promised during the election
campaign.
Here are some suggestions that Datuk
Dr Lim Keng Yaik can and should do
for his voters - instal a public phone
at the entrance to the Rumah Awam
Bruas, provide street lights and a proper
- drainage system for Rumah Awam
Bruas and a better road for Kg. Kilang etc.
Datuk Dr Lim Keng Yaik should
remember that however one goes about
winning seats in Parliament, in the end,
commitment to the people's welfare

should be upgraded. We voters believe
in your philosophy. We also believe
your actions will speak louder than
your words.

since CETDEM wishes to promote a
better appreciation of agriculture and
the development of human understanding
through shared voluntary labour.

S Sundralingam
Bruas

CETDEM Farm Co-ordinator
·

•••

•••

CALLING LAWYERS- ANY
TAKERS?
am a new subscriber to your magazine. I notice that some of your
comments and observations can probably
be backed up in a Courf of Law.
For example, some politician or even
a company has made a promise but
did not keep it. Well, among your
subscribers, there are surely some
lawyers. If it can be proved that the
politician or company did not even make
any genuine attempts to fulfil the
promise, one can sue for a certain sum.
The lawyer may probably be persuaded
to accept a fee only if he wins the case.
That alone, of course, in only one
example of many facets of political
activities where sincerity or honesty
is absent.

I

Sel-par
Kuching

•••
FARM VOLUNTEERS WANTED
ETDEM (the non-profit company
C
established in 1985 by a number
of active EPSM members and other
concerned Malaysians) is looking around
urgently for a couple of Malaysian
volunteers to work on its small farm
in Subang New Village. Simple accommodation is available on the farm, which
has electricity and piped water. The
farm started operations in October
1986 and has already harvested its
fust crop of sweet corn and vegetables.
The second crop is being planted.
CETDEM is interested in getting individuals who have an interest in organic
farming and are w_illing to work as a team
to contribute ideas and if possible, to
look after their own board. Otherwise,
those selected to stay for 3 months
or longer will be provided an allowance
of around $100/monthly. .Weekend
volunteers are also welcome. Please write
to Ms Tan Siew Luang, CETDEM Farm
Co-ordinator, Lot 340, Jalan 2-C, Subang
New Village, 40000 Shah Alam or
Telephone' 77577'67 for application
forms.
Organizations are invited to organize
workcamps and outings at the farm
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Shah Alam

WHAT IF IT WAS YOUR
SON OR BROTHER?
am rather shocked to read of Ex-

Principal saying that "the whole
Iepisode
at St. Nicholas .has been blown

out of proportion". (STAR: 9-5-87)
~ '
I personally feel that there could have
been more investigative reporting on this
matter.
Ex-Principal speaks like a typical
bureaucrat when he says "the authorities
should be left to carry out their own
investigations without publicity and
harassment, as only they know what
needs to be divulged and what not".
Perhaps Ex-Principal would care to
explain why there was a delay of 3
weeks between the . time a parent
complained to the headmistress and
the time the headmistress lodged a
police report?
Ex-Principal may also want to explain
why the police report was only made
after the case was exposed in the mass
media.
Even the Education Department had
to learn of this case from the newspapers!
Wouldn't it be natural to take the Education Department into confidence in
matters like this and seek their advice
and assistance?
Supposing it was your son or brother
who was allegedly sodomised, would you
still say, "Leave it to the authorities?"
Would you have condoned a three
weeks' delay if your son or brother was
the victim?
Remember BMF and MAMINCO? The
people also left the authorities "to carry
out their own investigations", believing
that "they know what needs to be
divulged and what not (tO)".
What was the end result? How much
was divulged and who was prosecuted?
Ex-Principal must indeed by very naive
to think any good will come out "without publicity and harassment".
All that we know - which is precious
little - about BMF and MAMINCO was
not because this information was voluntarily divulged by the authorities but
because the mass media and public inte. test groups provided the "publicity and
harrassment".
Y.H.WONG
Kedah
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POLITICS

After the UMNO Election:

/

The Real
Challenge
Begins

he recent UMNO election
has convinced us that Malay
politics will not be the same
again. Malay politics will
not be the same again
because UMNO has changed forever. And
when UMNO changes, the whole of Malay
society changes. For it is UMNO that sets
the tone and tenor of Malay, and indeed
Malaysian, politics as a whole.
If we had to begin with a negative
aspect of this change, we could perhaps
say that factionalism has struck root
within UMNO. Factionalism is pervasive
within the party. Indeed, other institutions associated directly or indirectly
with UMNO and the Government, like
the Civil Service, the Education Service
and the Universities also reflect the same
factional
characteristics.
Individual
officers and executives are sometimes
regarded as X's men or Y's supporters.
This has been happening for some time
now. Even in the business sector, individuals and companies are sometimes
identified in terms of one faction or the
other.
Factionalism can be reduced if not
eliminated altogether. Towards this end,
the Presdient of UMNO who is also the
Prime Minister has a major role to play.
He must make sure that he is not linked
even obliquely, to any faction. Appointments within UMNO must be free of any
bias. Similarly, in the Civil Service or the
Universities, it must be clearly understood
by both the top personnel and the ordi·
nary staff that loyalty to this person or
that faction is of no consequence in the
confirmation to a particular post or in the
promotion to a higher position. More
important, ability, excellence and integrity
should be emphasised in practice, and not
just talked about, as the only criteria that

T
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count. In the business sector too, contracts should be awarded with maximum
fairness so that no one feels that his
friendship or association with a certain
political figure would be held against him
- or used to his advantage. If the leadership acts in an even-handed manner in
matters where its authority is decisive,
with a 'bigness of heart' and not a
'meanness of mind' then factionalism will
recede in all sectors of society.
Leaving aside the threat of factionalism, the UMNO election has undoubtedly
generated a positive impact upon Malay
politics. It has, in a sense, destroyed that
almost sacred aura about the man at the
top of UMNO and Government. Of
course, the aura had already lost much of
its sacredness in the course of the last two
decades or so but the last UMNO election
dealt a fatal blow.

CHALLENGE
The election has also legitimised the
act of organizing a sustained challenge
against the party President. This is unprecedented in UMNO's history. By challenging the President and exposing his weaknesses, the dissidents in UMNO have helped to equalise the relationship between
leader and led. This, in tum, has forced the
leadership to become more accountable
to the led. It has compelled the President
to explain policies and projects to the
members. We know how this happened in
the UMNO election. Dr. Mahathir even
had to reveal Cabinet documents to convince the UMNO membership that his
opponents were not telling the whole
truth.
Given UMNO's history and Malay political tradition, this is a remarkable change.
Holding leaders accountable, questioning
them, challenging them has never been
12

part of UMNO's political culture. It is a
weak element in Malay political culture
itself. As a result of the election, UMNO
members have become acutely conscious
of their rights over their leaders. More
than that, a segment of the membership is
slowly becoming aware that it is in fact
their responsibility to evaluate and
examine their leadership. It is their duty
to check the wrongdoings of the men and
women they have elected.
This alone goes to show how a traditional , neo-feudal political culture which
UMNO had helped to maintain for so
long, is now beginning to see important
transformations. It is becoming a more
democratic political culture in the broad
sense of the term. As a result, UMNO
which in the past was a party that
acquiesced easily with its leadership is
now becoming a party that is prepared to
question its leadership. Once a party
which condoned almost everything its
leadership did, it is now willing to criticise
its leaders. Of course, even in the past,
there were attempts to upbraid the party
elite, including the man at the very top.
But often these criticisms were veiled and
confmed to ethnic issues. Now they are
frank and forthright and also cover areas
which are clearly non-ethnic.
The important transformations taking
place in attitudes and orientations within
UMNO can only be understood through
an analysis of both long-term trends and
immediate events affecting the party and
the community. Long-term trends and
immediate events are so inextricably
interwoven that it is not possible to separate them.

THE MALAY MIDDLE-CLASS
The one long-term trend which has
played a crucial role in changing UMNO's

political culture in the last few years is
the dramatic expansion of the Malay
middle-class. Urbanisation, education and
of course the NEP as a specific policy,
have all contributed towards this. As the
Malay middle-class expands, competing
interests and aspirations develop. This
is a common characteristic of the middleclass everywhere. The State - especially
if there is concentration of political
power and economic wealth - cannot
possibly accommodate all these interests
and aspirations. Intra-middle-class conflicts over control of economic resources
and access to political positions often
occur in situations like this. The contending forces sometimes adopt different
stances on policies and issues in order to
protect interests that are vital to them or
with the aim of pursuing their respective
aspirations. This is undoubtedly one of
the explanations for the competition for
power within UMNO. For UMNO, it
should not be forgotten, is that one party
that embodies and articulates all that the
Malay middle and upper classes want to
preserve and accomplish.

RECESSION
If anything has brought to the surface
these competing interests within UMNO
and the Malay middle-class, it is the prolonged economic recession. When the
economy was doing well, when growth
rates were high, it was possible to reconcile
competing interests. It is very different
when the economy stagnates or begins to
shrink. Those who are suffering the
adverse consequences of the recession
become bitter and frustrated and sometimes turn their wrath against the ruling
elites. Entrepreneurs who fail to obtain
contracts from the Government, business
people whose enterprises are in the
doldrums, executives who cannot service
bank loans, managers and professionals
whose incomes are no longer sufficient to
finance the foreign education of their
children, become disillusioned and disenchanted. Their disenchantment sometimes
transforms them into angry dissidents,
ever ready to denounce the Government
and its leaders. They are not alone in this.
Small-time traders, civil servants, teachers,
almost anyone in the middle-class who
has been used to some affluence in the
past and is now feeling the anguish of
lean times, is a potential foe of the Establishment. This explains to some extent
why the opposition within UMNO has
made the question of the recession. and
the urgent need to revive the economy as
its rallying-point.
However, it is not the state of the
economy as such which has enabled the
opposition within UMNO to mobilise so
much support. The party dissidents have
succeeded, to a degree, in establishing a
nexus between the ailing economy and

four other issues. It is these four issues
within the context of an ailing economy,
which have prompted a huge portion of
the UMNO membership to reject Mahathir
Mohamad's leadership.

MISMANAGEMENT
To start with, during the UMNO elections the dissidents kept on emphasising
that the crisis facing the economy was
not caused solely, or even mainly, by the
international economic environment. The
real factor, they argued, was Dr. Mahathir's
alleged mismanagement of the economy.
His priorities were wrong. He had launched
certain heavy industries at a time when
the country could ill-afford them. The
Proton Saga project was often quoted as
an example. Even industrial ventures that
were perhaps necessary like the cement
plant in Langkawi and the steel plant in
Kuala Trengganu were badly planned and
implemented, according to the critics.
Certain other projects like Dayabumi,
they argued, turned out to be 'White
Elephants'. Billions of ringgit have been
lost in all these economic ventures. To
make matters worse,.foreign investments
have declined partly because - the
Mahathir opponents allege- of the antagonistic attitude of the Prime Minister to
certain Western nations. The investment
situation has been further aggravated by
a rapid drop in domestic investments.
Again, the opposition to Mahathir has
insinuated that it is due primarily to his
manner of handling various domestic
issues.
Though it is certainly not right to hold
Mahathir solely responsible for the economic crisis, it is not hard to understand
why in difficult times, a leader who has
obviously made some serious mistakes,
comes to be regarded as 'the source of all
ills'. It is a sort of 'scapegoatism'. Even a
passive people, generally well disposed to
their leaders, can turn hostile towards
them when they are convinced that they
(the leaders) are the cause of their
miseries.

SCANDALS
If any convincing was needed on this
score, all that the dissidents had to do
was to point to the various scandals associated with the Mahathir leadership. This
is the second issue which the UMNO
dissidents had used effectively in their
recent campaign. The UMBC, EPFMakuwasa, stock market, Pan-El, Sports
Toto, United Engineering and Fleet
properties episodes were presented to the
UMNO membership as unambiguous
evidence of stark malpractices involving
individuals close to the UMNO President
and the Prime Minister. Mahathir's opponents openly alleged that he tolerated
corruption and nepotism. Doubts were
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even raised about his own integrity,
especially in the wake of the award of
huge sub-contracting jobs to a company
headed by his sister-in-law called Zenecon
Bumi. But most of the time, the target
was Finance Minister and UMNO
Treasurer, Daim Zainuddin, a close confidant of the Prime Minister. It is worth
observing that the scandal of scandals of
the last few years, namely BMF, was not
really a major bone of contention with
Mahathir's opponents - perhaps because,
as has been alleged, some of them were .
also implicated in that infamous bank
fraud.
When a political leadership is tainted
with scandal in the popular mind ~ ~
regardless of whether such a perception is
justified or not - its credibility would
sink rapidly to a very low point. The
Mahathir regime has discovered that one's
credibility would reach the nadir in no
time if that scandal-ridden image is further
compounded by an alleged imcompetence
in managing a deteriorating economy
which has affected adversely the lives of
millions!

CLIQUES
Add to all this the accusation that
Mahathir plays favourites. It is said that
he is surrounded by a small business
clique, on the one hand, and an equally
small political clique, on the other. Many
UMNO members feel that these are the
cliques which dominate the ecenomy and
politics. As a result, others in UMNO and
Government have limited access to Dr.
Mahathir. If Daim is central to the
business clique, then Anwar is crucial to
the political clique. Anwar's alleged
'closeness' to Dr. Mahathir in particular,
has caused widespread disaffection among
other young UMNO aspirants. They not
only resent Anwar's dramatic ascendancy
within the party hierarchy, they are
piqued that a once vocal critic of UMNO
should now wield so much influence
within the party and Government. Anwar,
Dai,.m and cliques in a party where respect
for the man at the apex has been greatest
when he stands above factional feuds,
have also undoubtedly undermined Mahathir's position.

AUTHORITARIAN STYLE
This brings us to the fourth and fmal
issue which Mahathir's opponents have
used against him. They allege that he is
authoritarian. Some even suggest that he
is dictatorial in that he pays little attention to views different from his whether
in the Federal Cabinet or the UMNO
Supreme Council. To be authoritarian
within a system which professes to be
democratic does not do much credit to a
leader's image. An authoritarian style
becomes an even greater burden to the
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person when it allegedly expresses itself
against a backdrop of cliques, scandals,
and a declining economy.
It is obvious then that a serious erosion
of confidence in Mahathir's leadership
occurring within a certain situation is one
of the main causes of the growth of a
more critical consciousness within the
UMNO membership. To put it differently,
the crisis of confidence in Mahathir's
leadership has, in a direct sense, compelled
UMNO and the Malay community to
adopt a more evaluative attitude towards
the leadership. Mahathir has, unwittingly,
made UMNO and the Malay community
more democratic!
Of course, the larger social forces at
work - some of which we have already
noted - have also contributed signifi·
cantly to this changed attitude. To these
forces, we should now add the Parliamentary system itself and the growing
awareness of human rights and public
accountability which it has witnessed in
the last decade or so. Because Malaysia is
still a Parliamentary Democracy, however
fettered it may be, it cannot help but

recognise the legitimacy of the struggk

for a freer media, a more effective Parlia·
ment, a more independent Judiciary
and most of all, a more democratic political leadership. The very presence of this
system and its concerns have, willy·
nilly, seeped into the consciousness of the
ordinary UMNO member. The UMNO
membership, in any case, has always been
acutely aware that UMNO is, constitutionally speaking, a democratic party
operating within a supposedly democratic
environment. It is a fact which endows
the members with certain rights and the
leaders with certain responsibilities.
In the last 10 years a good portion of
UMNO members have become even more
conscious of the democratic basis of
Malaysian society. This is partly because
of the work of certain newspapers, public
interest groups, political parties and
public personalities. They have always
come to the defence of the fundamental
principles of a democratic system, whenever these principles are threatened by an
exceedingly powerful executive. This was
true of the Societies Act controversy of
1981 as it was true of the Official Secrets
Act episode of 1986. Through their spi-
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rited defence of democratic ideals, these
institutions and individuals have made
everyone - including the UMNO rank
and file - more conscious of what consti·
tutes a good democratic society.
If there is any one democratic ideal
which the struggle for human rights in
Malaysia has succeeded in etching upon
the Malaysian mind, it is the concept and
practice of public accountability. Of
course, the various scandals since 1983
and revelations .about the squandering of
public funds and bureaucratic bunglings,
have contributed in no small measure to
the heightening of awareness about public
accountability within a significant segment
of both the Malay and non-Malay components of the middle-class. It is as ~a
consequence of all this that UMNO
members today demand explanations
from their leaders on what really took
place in the UMBC deal or on how the
Government handled the Memali incident.
The growth of public accountability and
democracy within the larger Malaysian
society has undeniably persuaded the
UMNO membership to become more eva·
luative towards its leadership .

~/HI
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NEO-FEUDA L SENTIMENTS
Though a more critical attitude towards
Government leaders and State policies has
been developing steadily over the years,
it would be wrong to conclude that the
UMNO masses are no longer intluenced
by neo-feudal sentiments like loyalty to
the man at the top. The tradition of
unquestioning loyalty to the leader
continues to have some impact. This is
perhaps one of the reasons why in the
end Mahathir still won. It may also explain
why Mahathir supporters are still in a clear
majority within the Supreme Council.
At the same time, we must also
remember that the growth of more
critical consciousness within UMNO does
not in any way imply that the party has
begun to question the fundamental postulates upon which the entire social system
is constructed. As a case in point, the
UMNO dissidents, we have seen, criticised
the Mahathir leadership for its alleged
inability to attract foreign investments.
However, they refused to fmd out whether
the dependence upon foreign investments
itself which is a characteristic of a dependent economy like ours is not one of the
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root causes of the present economic
malaise. In a sense, one should not expect
the UMNO dissidents to raise such fundamental questions since they too subscribe
to the same overall beliefs and policies as
the incumbents in the party.
One can think of another example.
The dissidents took up the issue of Dayabumi. They saw it largely as a prestige
project against the background of a serious
economic recession. If they were
concerned about fundamentals, they
would have gone beyond that. For
Dayabumi is merely a reflection of an
obvious developmental bias towards the
middle and upper classes in the megapolis.
It reveals an unhealthy bias towards
"bigness" in the economy.
The intra-UMNO squabble about
corruption and other such deviations also
shows that both sides were not prepared
to come to grips with fundamentals. The
dissidents accused Mahathir's group of
allowing malpractices to flourish. The
Mahathir group turned around and pointed
out that the Razaleigh-Musa camp was
also guilty of involvement in all sorts of
wrongdoings. At the same time, the
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Mahathir group tried to reply to some of
the allegations. It is significant, in this
connection, that the dissidents did not
suggest any concrete ways of fighting
corruption.
Neither did they commit themselves to
media freedom as a rna tter of principle.
They were angry that newspapers like
Utusan Malaysia, Berita Harian, the New
Straits Times and a television station,
TV3, were biased against them and went
out of the way to tarnish the image of the
Razaleigh-Musa camp. What really
incensed them was that the newspapers
and TV station in question were all
owned by UMNO and therefore they, as
UMNO leaders and members, had every
right to be heard. It is apparent that they
were not concerned with the more buiy
issue of just access to the media for each
and every citizen whatever his or her political affiliation. How and why the media
is often controlled on behalf of certain
vested interests and the sort of consequences arising from this for freedom and
democracy, was not a problem for the
dissidents.
Likewise, the Mahathir group was not
observing the principle of public accountability as such, when it decided to declassify certain Cabinet documents
pertaining to the Penang Bridge, Dayabumi, the Proton Saga and the Memali
incident. The intention was clear: it was
to counter the allegations made by the
rival camp. If there was a commitment to
public accountability, one would not wait
for an intra-party power struggle to reveal
information 'which the public has a right
to know in any case.
Finally, neither the Mahathir group
nor the Razaleigh-Musa camp seem to be
bothered by yet another fundamental
challenge facing the nation as a wholenamely, the challenge of ethnic polarisation. Though both Ghafar Baba and
Datuk Musa Hitam discussed it in an
interview with a newspaper, the question
of ethnic polarisation did not figure at all
in the UMNO campaign. If anything, both
sides raised the ethnic temperature to
some extent through their constant
emphasis upon 'Malay rights' and 'Islam'.
At times, both sides gave the impression
that they were operating in a mono-ethnic
society, or at least in a society where the
other communities were totally irrelevant.
One should not expect groups with such
attitudes to address themselves to the
root causes of the problem of ethnic
polarisation.
What all this shows is that the challenge
to the leadership of Mahathir Mohamad
and the growth of a more critical consciousness within 'UMNO, though
significant, is not the harbinger of
fundamental change. That is going to take
a much longer while - and much more
agony and turmoil •
Chandl'll Muzaffar
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RELIGION

'Debate is part
of the essential
spirit of Islam '

Islam in
Indonesia:
whereto?

Some surprising views from a
prominent Indonesian Muslim on
the role of Islam in modern
Indonesia, extracted from
INSIDE INDONESIA No. 8
October 1986

.. .

INSIDE INDONESI A:

Recently, speaking in Melbourne at a
conference on the Politics of The Middle
Qass in Indonesia you talked about the
two trends or directions of Islam in
Indonesia today. Pehaps, you could start
by describing them
ADDURRAHMAN WAHID:

lntervie\11 \1/ith
Abdurrah111an Wahid

ABDUR RAHMAN WAHID is currently General Chairman of the Executive Board of

Muslim scholars. He is also Chairman of the Jakarta Arts Council and a frequently
published columnist in Indonesia's daily and weekly media. He also manages his own
pesantren (Islamic community school) at Ciganjur on the Southern outskirts of Jakarta.
Abdurrahman Wahid was born in January in 1940 into a prominent Muslim Javanese
family. He was educated in a variety of Javanese Islamic community schools (pesantren)
and then continued his studies at AI Azhar University, Cairo (1944-66) and at the Arts
Faculty of the University of Baghdad (1966-1970). He has occupied various positions
in the pesantren network, including lecturer and Dean at the Hasyim Asy'ari University
in January (1973-74) and was General Secretary of Pesantren Tebuireng also in
Jombang.
Abdurrahman Wahid's election to the leadership of the Nahdatul Ulama (NU) in
December 1984 was a remarkable turning point in that organization's history. To begin
with, it was most unusual for someone of such youth to be entrusted with the direction
of NU which at this stage removed itself from the PPP, the coalition of Muslim
parties, effectively disabling it. The NU, under Abdurrahman Wahid's leadership, is
endeavouring to make a virtue out of the necessity of managing directly its own
r.elationship with the government.
The election of Abdurrahman Wahid also seemed to herald a new era of closer
co-opera1ion among the leaders of the NU association whereas previously there had
been intense conflicts and splits. At the same time, the new vigour of NU's membership,
principally the Muslim scholars who have their own pesantrens seemed to signal a
reawakening of NU's mass following.
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There are thv:se whv want lv fvunaliS~:
Islam in the life of the state. They idealize
Islam as a social system on its own.
There are others who think that Islam
should function as an inspirational base
for the nation's life without wanting to
formalise it and without demanding
that the state intervene in religious life
by legislating Islamic laws. So that Islamic
teachings can be implemented through
the consciousness of the members of
the society, through their education,
through their morality. So that Islam
becomes the social ethics of the community. For example, in the last congress
of NU (Nahdatul Ulama) we decided
that the Republic of Indonesia is the
fmal form of the state that should be
attempted by the Muslims in Indonesia.
That means there is no need for a nation
state with Islamic law. Of course, to
some extent our practices must originate
from Islamic law, but taking from other
traditions as well.
How well-accepted is the position you are
proposing?
It is accepted everywhere. I talk openly
about it and I've asked for people's
opinions, so I know it.
Where does this put Islam in the context
of cu"ent politics? Are you now saying
that Islam is not concerned with politics:
it is only concerned with spirituality?
No. It is concerned with politics. But
more with a developing political culture
- rather than political institutions. So
then as Muslims we will, of course, abide
by Islamic teachings in playing politics,
stressing, for example, the welfare of the
umat, that is the Islamic community, or

upholding virtues according to religious
teaching and so on. That distinguishes
the political culture of the Muslims
from other peoples .

What do you see as the essential elements
of this political culture of the Muslims?
For example, according to Islamic
political culture, no one is higher than the
others. In pursuit of that an accountable
government should be developed. We
should reject any dictatorship. But also
since Islam stresses the principle of
deliberation, then the way we uphold
democracy is by deliberation not by
confrontation. You balance between
the need for a challenge and the need
for continuity. Besides, there is the legacy
of law books in Islam, with their own
legal theories and legal maxims. There
is a maxim which says, 'If something
cannot be fully attained, what's important
in it should not be left undone'. So in
Indonesia we legitimize our acceptance
of Pancasila by saying that we don't
ask for an Islamic state because we
cannot attain it. But that does not mean
we leave out what is most important
in Islam, that is, belief in one God. We
accept Pancasila because it adheres to
that most important principle in Islam.
We thus have a process of selection that
will make Islamic values appear on the
surface of political culture .

concentrates on fmding a self-identity
through Islam - for example women
university students covering their head,
men growing beards. But it doesn't
amount to fundamentalism. These people
are willing to work within the existing
social system.

Fundamentailsts are those who reject
the social framework as such - not
just the government, but the very idea
of a nation-state. Islamic militancy and
search for identity has existed for at least
15 years as part of the effort to resist the
pressure to follow Western people. It is

But your acceptance of Pancasi/a has
been controversial, hasn't it?
Yes. But millions of Indonesians like it.
Those who oppose our decision say it's
un-Islamic. But to most ulama (Islamic
scholars) it is Islamic. Not only NU,
but also Muhammadiyah (one of
Indonesia's oldest Islamic social and
has
educational
organisations)
accepted it, without guilty fe elings,
because the main Islamic imperative,
belief in one God, is preserved in it. That
means atheism is rejected. We accept
Pancasila as the ideology of the state
and even the nation, but with the
guarantee that we be allowed to uphold
our faith, akida. So Muhammadiyah said
that Pancasila is the ideology, Islam is
the akida (faith) and that Qur'an is the
very source of Muhammadiyah. In
a way, this goes against the grain of
Pancasila indoctrination, which claims
Pancasila as the source of everything
in Indonesia, Sumber segala sumber. But
Muhammadiyah says the Qur'an and
Hadit are their source (Bersumber pada
Qur'an dan Hadit). This is a rejection of
Pancasila as the source of anything
apart from political ideology.
Western media and governments are
often concerned with Islamic fanaticism
or fUndamentalism. Is that justified?
We have to differentiate between fanaticism and militancy among Muslims.
Militancy of the younger generation
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also a mainly urban phenomenon.

Is there a komando jihad (holy "KW
command) in Indonesia?
Not now! As for the past, ask KOPKAMTIB! According to Islamic sources
those were schemes. by those who wanted
to see Islamic movements crushed.
Why then is the government so nervous
now about the kursus kilat (intensive
course in Islam for students) in Malang
and other places?
It is a total rejection of the nation-state,
the society, the Islamic hierarchy and
even Islamic values as understood by the
majority. They want to go back to the
literal implementation of the scripture,
which makes them more 'scripturalist"
than 'fundamentalist'! The danger is that
the scripture was written in a local situation so many, many centuries ago and is
impossible to implement now.
The history of Islam has been that of
fmding the correct interpretation of the
scriptures. Take, for example, the case
of Qur'anic verses allowing men to have
more than one wife. The Qur'an says
you may marry more than one wife, but
should you feel you cannot do justice
to them all, then marry only one. Now,
how should we interpret this? What's
the meaning of 1ustice' here? Allocation
of time, income?
According to me, as a modem man (at
least I hope so!) this notion of justice
should be formulated by the object, not
the subject. -Since the object is the
woman, she should decide what justice
is! The notion of what is justice in
marriage must be fonnulated by the
woman. If necessary, we should have a
plebiscite among women as to whether
it is just for a man to have more than
one wife. I am convinced that they will
say no. And then in a democratic way
we will decide that having more than one
wife is prohibited. But when I say this,
I am attacked by the Muslim Women's
Organization!

You said about women that the 'object'
should decide on the nature of justice.
What then about zakat fitri, the distribution of alms. Should the objects of
charity, the poor, decide how and what
alms should be distributed?
In fact the old law books said that! There
are two categories of zakat fitri: one that
should be given outright to the recipients
directly to be consumed as food; with
the rest, the recipient is free to choose
whether he/she wants to sell it, to barter
it, and so forth. You can say you don't
want rice, change it for money, and you
go and buy a hamburger! But tradition is
different. And once again zakat needs
to be understood in socio-historic terms.
In Muhammad's time, in seventh century
Arabia, those who invested money in
Allran Monthly May/June 1987

land were the richest people so zakat fitri
of 5-10% of the gross produce of land
was imposed. Whereas the zakat on traders
is low and there are loopholes through
which to avoid payment altogether. Why?
Because small traders were the common
people, small-scale trading was the commonest occupation of ordinary people in
Arabia. Now, we take this law at its face
value and put it into practice in Indonesia,
where the small farmers are the poorest
and most burdened, and we insist on their
paying 5% of the gross harvest! And we
don't seek ways to close the loopholes in
zakat laws for the traders! We have to think
carefully of zakat, whether or not it is
just another tax, in which case we can
integrate it into the tax system.

You are suggesting that certain Islamic
laws which exist in Indonesia need to
be changed?
Not only certain laws. But many laws!
For instance the Islamic law of inheritance, whereby daughers can inherit
only half as much as the sons. That's not
fair. Something should be done. The
Egyptian legal system changed this in
1935. They have a system of obligatory
endowment, whereby sons must release
part of their inheritance to their sisters.
Ways have to be found in Indonesia to
do that, otherwise we create second<lass
citizens.
Has anything been done in Indonesia
to pursue the sort of changes you are
suggesting?
Not really. Ministers of Religion over
the years have talked about it.
To ask the reverse question: do you see
areas of the legal, social and political
systems existing in Indonesia today,
which from the point of view of Islamic
spirit and philosophy, need to be
changed?
Yes. The system of government. A
government based on sectoral rather than
universal representation, should be
changed. We have to be more receptive to
minority opinion, no matter how dis·
senting that is. The current system of
government doesn't encourage open
debate. That should be changed. Because
debate is part of the essential spirit of
Islam. Islam grew by challenging people
of other religions to prove their faith.
That means debate. Also we need to
create institutions within government,
and if that's impossible, outside the
government, committed more strongly to
the complete upholding of the Rule of
Law. Otherwise we are transgressing
Islamic values.
All of this seems to indicate your
acceptance of an open and pluralistic
state. Is that unique in a predominantly
Muslim state?
Not at all. Pakistan started as a pluralist
democratic Islamic state. Egyptians
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developed in that way too. And Turkey
which is Islamic is a democratic state.
So Indonesia is not unique. In the West
people are afraid of Fundamentalist
Islam largely because of their misconception, which needs to be countered
with education and information.

What about non-Islamic, particularly
Christian, groups in Indonesia who feel
they need to support a strong central
government for fear that if an Islamic
state is established it will further undermine their position?
That was true 15 years ago. Not any
longer. Dialogues over the last 15 years
have assured them that a new kind of
Islam has emerged in Indonesia, which
shares their view of democratic freedo;h~
Now we are even past the stage of
dialogues, where we had to explain our
differing positions. Now it is a sharing
of the same values. For example, when
Romo Mangun had problems with the
government over the planned evacuation
of poor people living by the Code River
(see Inside Indonesia No. 6) the flrst
people to help him were legal aid people
in Jogja, who were all graduates of the
Law Faculty of the Indonesian Islamic
University (Universitas Islam Indonesia).
He wrote to me and said 'Thanks to
Islam'! Of course, there are those who .
are still suspicious, and they are strong
too. When I talked about Islam and social
ethics, Manihuruk a co-chairman of
Golkar, charged me with trying to
lslamize the community. But at least he
asked outright, and that opens up
communication.
I think if anything happens to me vis-a-vis
the government, our Christian friends
will defend us. Because we share the
future Indonesia.
Is there something special about Indonesian Islam that allows it to cooperate
with other religions and cultures in a way
that Islam in many other parts of the
world cannot?
Unlike many other countries, in Indonesia
Islam appeared not as a conquering
political force, but as a converting cultural
force. Not kings and armies, but sufi
masters and traders. Pre-Islamic cultures
co-existed peacefully. At the receiving
end, South-east Asians never felt themselves as the centre of the earth like
Arabs, Indians or Chinese. So Southeast Asians can accept and absorb others
and other cultures and allow diversity
to exist.
It is only in contemporary Malaysia,
because Islam has become a factor in
the attempt of Malays to preserve their
hegemony over the Chinese, that Malay
Muslims are developing a closed attitude
towards other religions. Even that, I
think, carmot last. It will change with
the demise of the current political system.
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ISLAM

Hukuman Sebat:
Renungan Terhadap
Syariah dan AI-Quran
SAHAGIAN I
ayang sekali, beberapa orang
ulama, ahli politik, pemimpin
bella dan pelajar telah menyambut kritikan-kritikan terhadap langkah menggunakan
hukuman sebat bagi jenayah-jenayah
Syariah dengan menuduh para pcngkritik
itu 'murtad', mengkhianati serta menghina Islam.
Sambutan orang-orang ini, dari satu
segi, memperlihatkan beberapa kelemahan utama dalam seluruh pendekatan
mereka terhadap Islam. Mereka mudah
sekali mengecap pengkritik-pengkritik
mereka. Lebih buruk, mereka seeing
menuntut supaya pengkritik-pengkritik
itu dihukum; ini mendedahkan betapa
tertutupnya fildran mereka terhadap
semua pandangan yang berbeza dari
pandangan mereka sendiri. Juga ini
membayangkan unsur authoritarian yang
keras dalam sikap mereka tentang Islam.
Mereka tidak mahu langsung membin·
cangkan isu-isu secara rasional dan
menganalisa fikiran-ftkiran dengan waras.
Sungguhpun sikap ini telah tebal di
kalangan suatu golongan orang Islam,
kebanyakannya masih muda, yang
semakin ramai bilangannya dan yang
menganggap diri pejuang Agama, narnun
kita harus terus berusaha meyakinkan
mereka supaya berftkir tentang Islam
dan merenung berbagai dimensi komit·
men mereka terhadap Islam. Rencana
ini, suatu sumbangan kecil terhadap
perbincangan yang sedang berlangsung
tentang Syariah, adalah sebahagian dari
usaha itu.

S

Pendidikan
Sebagai permulaan, marilah kita
anggap dahulu bahawa memang wajar
mengenakan hukuman sebat bagi jenayahjenayah seperti minum arak di khalayak
ramai dan melakukan zina. Sebelum
melaksanakan undang-undang demikian,
tidakkah wajar sebuah Majlis Ugama
mengadakan kempen yang teratur untuk
menyedarkan umat Islam tentang kesankesan buruk arak dan zina ke atas
perkembangan rohaniah manusia, iklim
moral masyarakat, malah kesejahteraan
jasmaniah individu? Kempen pendidikan
dan penyedaran ini hendaklah berupaya
meyakinkan akal yang cerdas dan ftkiran

yang rasional, serta disokong dengan
hujah-hujah yang kukuh.
Pendidikan adalah kaedah Al-Quran.
Itulah maka Al-Quran menasihati dan
membimbing, serta kadangkala menegur.
Menghukum tidak boleh dikatakan tujuan
kedua pun bagi Al-Quran. Hanya segelintir
preskripsi perundangan dalam Al-Quran
berupa jenis-jenis hukuman bagi jenayahjenayah tertentu. Malah preskripsi perundangan itu pun tidak sampai seperduapuluh dari semua suruhan dalam Al·
Quran! Sepatah kata seorang sarjana
Islam, Said Ramadan, "Bahagian terbesar
Al-Quran, seperti lain-lain Kitab Suci,
adalah
satu
tatasusila
bimbinganbimbingan dan prinsip-prinsip moral
daripada Tuhan."
Bahawa tujuan utama Al-Quran ialah
mengukuhkan kesedaran moral dengan
menyemaikan keyakinan, jelas terbukti
pada ayat-ayat tentang minum arak.
Sura Al·Baqarah: 219, misalnya: "Mereka
bertanya engkau tentang bahan-bahan
yang memabukkan dan perjudian; katakanlah, 'Ada keburukan yang besar padanya dan sedikit manfaat bagi manusia.
Tetapi, keburukannya lebih besar daripada
manfaatnya."'
Pendekatannya
ialah cuba meyakinkan orang dengan
mengakui bahawa ada sedikit manfaat,
tetapi keburukannya lebih besar. Nyatalah sistem akhlak Islam tidak berbentuk
keras, lahiriah dan mutlak. Dalam ayatayat lain tentang arak, Sura Al-Nisaa:
43 and Sura Al-Maa'idah 90-91, AJ.
Quran mengingatkan orang Islam jangan
bersembahyang ketika mabuk dan
menasihati mereka supaya menjauhi
perkara-perkara buruk seperti barangbarang yang memabukkan. Gaya AI·
Quran amat jelas bezanya dari sikap
setengah-setengah ulama yang menakutnakutkan orang dengan azab neraka.

Keactilan dan Kesamarataan
Para Ulama mengecewakan bukan
hanya kerana mereka tidak dapat
memaharni mengapa pendidikan masyarakat harus mendahului pelaksanaan
undang-undang tertentu. Mereka juga
tidak menimbangkan sama ada mereka
melanggar lunas-lunas keadilan apabila
mereka terburu-buru menghukum orang
yang didapati bersalah. Salah satu prinsip
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utama perundangan Islam ialah bahawa
orang yang kuat tidak harus terlepas
dari undang-undang semata-mata kerana
mereka kuat. Prinsip ini berkait ripat
dengan salah satu asas Islam, iaitu
kesamarataan semua manusia di sisi
undang-undang. Begitu pentingnya ajaran
ini dalam Islam, hingga jika ada kemungkinan tidak adil, maka pemerintah atau
pentadbir dinasihati supaya menangguhkan pelaksanaan sesuatu undang-undang.
Malah ada hadith sahih yang mengingatkan orang Islam jangan melaksanakan
undang-undang begitu rupa hingga hanya
orang yang miskin dan tidak berkuasa
dihukum manakala orang yang kaya
dan berkuasa terlindung. Amat bererti
sekali bahawa buruh berusia 21 tahun
yang dihukum sebat oleh Mahkarnah
Syariah Kelantan kerana minum arak
di khalayak ramai itu telah meminta
supaya hukuman itu dikenakan dengan
adil, tanpa mengira kedudukan dalam
masyarakat.
Ini penting ditimbangkan kerana
dalam struktur masyarakat Islam sekarang,
sukar dijalankan undang-undang Islam
dengan adil kepada semua lapisan dan
individu. Beberapa orang kenamaan yang
begitu kukuh dan diiktiraf kedudukannya
tentu sekali terkecuali daripada hukuman,
walau betapa ketara kesalahan mereka.
lni menjadikan undang-undang itu tidak
bererti. Malah ia memperolok-olokkan
keadilan. Dalam keadaan sekarang pun,
sungguh banyak bukti yang menunjukkan
bahawa, kecuali segelintir yang tidak
mengubah
perhitungan, kebanyakan
mereka yang telah dihukum kerana
berkhalwat dan berzina adalah dari
golongan masyarakat yang tidak berdaya.
Padahal kita tahu bahawa golongangolongan atasan bukanlah malaikat dan
wali!
Masakan para ulama tidak bimbang
tentang soal ini - jika mereka menghargai keadilan dan keseirnbangan. Betapa·
kah, tanpa terasa bersalah di hati nurani,
mereka tergamak melaksanakan undangundang yang mereka dakwa akan menegakkan keadilan? •
Chandra Muzaffw

Diterjemahkan oleh Cik Adibah A min.
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INTEGRITY

Coop Scandal:
managers who
need managing
Tan Sri Ahmad Noordln
ntegrity is the quality characterised by strict adherence to some
code of ethics based on honesty
and high moral virtues. It is synonimous with goodness; probity; righteousness; rectitude; uprightness. It embodies all the inherent qualities of moral
excellence. It manifests itself in a person's
character, conduct and motive in his
relationship with others.
The term 'integrity' is also used to
describe the goodness of an institution
or corporate entity which shows similar
characteristics. It has to be earned.
There must be integrity in the performance of a duty, whether to God or
man since such performance involves
the assumption of a responsibility. To
be responstble is to feel committed to a
cause, to feel answerable and accountable for what one does in pursuit of it. It
is an obligation to explain and give
reason, to take on the blame for failure,
or credit for success.
In government a Cabinet Minister,
before taking office, is required to declare under oath that he will faithfully
discharge the duty of his office to the
best of his ability, will bear true faith
and allegiance to the country, and will
preserve, protect and defend its Constitution. Constitutionally the Cabinet is
collectively responsible to Parliament.
However, a Minister has a distinct responsibility of his own under the Ministerial Functions Act. Ministerial responsibility implies that the Minister in
charge of specified functions is answerable to Parliament and to the people for
everything done (or not done) by his
department, whether or not he has
personally authorised it, or even knew of
it or not. He may be called upon to answer questions in Parliament or reply to
criticism in the Press, and he cannot plead
ignorance.
In the corporate sector collective

I
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responsibility vests in the relevant board
of directors. For example in the Cooperative Societies Act, 'Board' is defmed
as the governing body of a registered
society to whom the management of its
affairs is entrusted. Although the compa·
ny law requires that the business of a
company be managed by its board,
very often the real managing is done by
the chief executive and other officers of
the company.
The objects of a company as stated in
its memorandum of association are supposed to represent the will of its shareholders. In most cases the objects are so
numerous that apparently the Memorandum is so designed as to give the board
powers to do almost everything under the
sun! It is often observed that the separation of ownership and management is
sometimes carried to such an extreme
that makes the inside managerial group
all-powerful and the board a legal sham.
Prominent directors holding proxy for
large block of shares without any stake of
their own may be able to carry out their
wishes with the tacit agreement of the
whole board. Company directors tend to
be less accountable than Cabinet Minis-
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ters to the community in general for
their decisions and actions.
In an environment where competition is so intense in the pursuit of profit
and political power, business and politics
have become entwined so that the struggle for positions of influence is very much
like a warfare. In the event all is fair in
love and war. To the unscrupulous any
means is justified to reach their goals. The
universal teaching that no man should
strive for something by foul means which
he cannot get by fair means is forgotten.
Honesty or integrity is considered out of
fashion. It is good only for philosophers.
Corruption and deceptions of various
kinds have developed into a fme art and
are deftly employed under cover of good
intentions.
.
Fortunately there are still people
around who can remind us of the old
saying that 'the road to hell is paved
with good intentions'. But the fetid
smell from the carcass of a fmancial
fiasco cannot be contained forever!
Hence the so called "good intentions"·
have to be explained to the world because the Press have a good nose for
smelling scandals.

A common characteristic in the
cases of corporate scandals so far reported in the Press is the manner in which
those in authority have deviated from the
basic objective and principles. In the case
of the cooperatives, for example, the
Act says that a registered society is one
that has as its object the promotion of
the economic interests of its members in
accordance with co-operative principles.
Of the six principles specified the fust
two voluntary and open membership ant
democratic management, are particularl~
relevant in the context of current deve
lopments.
Firstly, what is meant by "democratic
management"? A simple answer is tha r
the board of directors directly elected b}
a general meeting of members of H
cooperative should in reality be accountable directly to the members themselves
This implies that any of the directors ir
able through personal knowledge to ex·
plain any investment or management
decisions made by the board should he
be called upon to do so.
However, the principle of democratic management no longer holds true
when the management of a cooperative's
investment is the responsibility of the
board of a subsidiary company. The subsidiary company directors are no longer
directly accountable to the members of
the cooperative society concerned.
The second point is whether the members of the cooperative as individuals are
given option to buy shares in the subsidiary company so that they themselves
have a say in the appointment of the
board of the subsidiary. In that way it
can be said that the principle of democratic management is upheld.
It can be argued, however, that one or

more of the directors in the board of the
cooperative, if appointed directors in the
board of the subsidiary company, do represent the interests of the cooperative and
therefore of its members as well. This may
be so in theory, and is allowed by the law,
but can this be true in practice when the
directors themselves are directly involved
in the management. In reality they are
only accountable to themselves! In this
case the principle of the separation of
ownership from management as advocated in the company law is even more
damaging to the cooperative principle
of democratic management as envisaged
in the original concept of cooperative
movement.
It is not possible in this brief to comment at length on the various provisions
of the Co-operative Societies Act. The
writer is not conversant with the application of the law nor has he had any
experience in the management of a cooperative. As a general observation it
appears that the Registrar General has
the necessary legal powers to supervise

the management of cooperatives. It is
not clear whether such powers extend to
the supervision of subsidiary companies
registered under the Companies Act.
Even so the question arises whether
the Registrar General has sufficient competent staff to assist him in supervising
the thousands of cooperatives and their
subsidiary companies in the country.
In the fmal analysis it is the people in
the boards of the respective cooperatives

and related companies who are held
accountable. Is is on their initiatives,
management capability and integrity that
the members have to rely for the continuing success of the cooperative movement •

Paper delivered at Aliran ~ Forum on
"Cooperatives, Financial Scandals and
Integrity" at Federal Hotel Kuala
Lumpur, on 20-2-87.

Allran Activities
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April

are almost half

way ttitetJ9h 198]. Below Is a list of
activitle$ thal halfe been mrrled out.
Var1ous members partlcipated at forums
and ualks, get·togethers, discussions end
"Meet--the-People" session.

TALKS AND FORUMS
.-...ry
17.01.1987 Sock

Nye -

"Citizens'

Rights" an]uran Indian So-

07.04.1987 Tan Chee Beng- "Womdh·
in Public Ufe" anjuran

Selangor Chinese Assembly
Hall, Youth and Women
Section.
27.04.1987 Chandra - "UMNO Elections" anjuran Persatuan
Ekonomi Malaysia.
30.04.1987 Ariffin Orner - "Malaysian
Politics After the UMNO
Elections" anjuran Aliran

Putau Pinang.

cial and Cultural Affairs
BureauDAP.
30.01.1987 Chandra - "Pergolakan Politik Masa Kini dan Mesa
Oepan" anjuran Persatuan
~Penis.

F.am.v
0~02.1007 Chandra -

"Parliatnentery

Democracy" enjuran St.
Xavier'& Institution.
18.02.1987 Chandra - "Pengswastaan"

anjuran ANULAE, Jpah.

20.02.1987 Chooi Mun Sou - "Coope.
ratives,

Financial Scandal

and Integrity" anjuran kum·
pulan Aliran Kuala Lumpur/
Selangor.

20.02.1987 lkmal - "Perpaduan Nega·
ra" anjuran USM.
M8n:h

07.03.1987 Chandra - "Retrenchment
and Recession: causes and
Solutions" anjuran kurnpu·
tan Aliran lpoh.
15.03.1987 Chandra - "OSA" anJuran
Kesatuan Kakitangan Pihak
PBA.
26.03.1987 Chandra - "Perpaduan Na-

sional Pertngkat Kebangsa·
an;uran Universiti
Utara Malaysia.

an"

21

02.05.1987 Tan Chee Beng ~ "Bud·
dhlsm and Social Justice"
dalam Bahasa Mandarin, an·
juran Aliran Pulau Pinang.

INTERNAL
EDUCATtoN
28.03.1987 Aliran Pofau Pinang - "Si·
tuasi Potitik Di Malaysia
Masa Kini".
28.03.1987 Aliran KL/Se1angor- "Prin·
sip-prinsip Asas At iran".

FRATERNITY
ACTIVITY
18.04.1987 Satay PartY, Aliran Office.

Pulau Pinang.
09.05.1987 KUSelangor group held a
get-together.

''MEET-THE.PEOPLE"
SESSION
22.02.1987 Bukit Benders Radar Group
organized this session. Peter
Huang was the main speaker. Guests included Gooi
Hock ~ and Khoo Boo
Yeang.
Topic; Problems faced by
residentS
of
Kampung

Serani.
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CURRENT COMMENT
A record of Aliran's complete press statements
made in the preceding months
Independent Judiciary

A

liran endorses fully the statement of His Royal Highness the
Sultan of Perak that judges should
remain faithful to the cause of justice,
whatever the pressures upon the judiciary.
To uphold the cause of justice, the
judiciary should always remain free and
independent. The public should defend
the independence of the Judiciary as the
cornerstone of parliamentary democracy.
This ia why public interest societies and
the Bar Council in Malaysia should step
up efforts to educate the ordinary citizen
on the significance of an independent
judiciary to hi& day-to-day life. Without
an independent judiciary there would be
no rule of law. Without the rule of law,
arbitrariness would become the order of
the day. When arbitrariness becomes
pervasive, the poor and powerless will
suffer at the hands of the rich and powerful.
There ia a need therefore for education
on the judiciary and other aspects parlia·
mentary democracy. Such education ia all
the more urgent because there ian't much
understanding within the executive itself
of the role of an independent judiciary.
Consequently, members of the executive
have, in recent years, made some dispa·
raging remarb about the Judiciary. What
is worse, attempts have been made to
challenge the independent authority of
the judiciary through laws such as the
amendments to the Official Secrets Act
(OSA) (1986), the Publication Act
(1984) and the Societies Act (1983).
However, the greatest threat to the
independence of the judiciary comes
from those power-holders who ridicule
concepts such as 'an independent judi·
ciary'. 'a free press' and 'public accountability' as products of 'colonial thinking'
and 'Western influence'. Some of these
power-holders try to project themselves
as Islamic heroes determined to defend
lalam and Malay culture from colonial
and Western encroachments.
The Malaysian public should realise
that fundamental principles of Parliamen·
tary Democracy, like the 'Independence
of the Judiciary' have been destroyed in
certain other countries by opportunistic
politicians using religion to advance their
careers. Malaysian society should never
allow that to happen here.
21 April 1987

Science, Technology and the Environment so that it can be used as a centre fof
scientific research and projects.
Aliran hopes that Dr Bhagwan Singh's
contribution will encourage others in
both the public and private sectors to
bequeath their wealth to the cause of
science. Retired public servants, and more
important, industrialists, traders, executives and professionals should come
forward and support scientific research
through donations. It is a pity that the
wealthy in Malaysian ISUciety do not give
much f'mancial support to scientific
endeavour. The development of science
in Europe was partly through the active
f"mancial support of the middle and upper
classes.
The Government can, for its part,
encourage other Malaysians to emulate
the outstanding example of Dr. Bhagwan
Singh by bestowing upon him a high
national award.
30 April1987

Mohamed Abdul Kedir

Exco Member

MP Declares Financial Assets

and Liabilities

S

dr Karpal Singh, the Member of
Parliament for Jelutong, has become the f"J.rst legislator in the
history of Malaysian politics to publicly
declare his financial assets and liabilities.
His statement of assets and liabilities
was sent to the Aliran office towards the
end of last month. Members of the public
who want information pertaining to Sdr
Karpal Singh's assets and liabilities can

Chandra Muz.tfer
President

Boost For Science

I

t ia praiseworthy of retired Institute
for Medical Research Director, Dr.
Ranjeet Bhagwan Singh, to donate hi&
$500,000 houae to the Ministry of

Aliran Monthly Mey/June 1987

22

write to Aliran, 56 Jalan Sungei Nibong,
Bayan Baru, 11950 Bayan Lepas, Pulau
Pinang. Letters must have the full name
and address of the sender and must
include his or her identity card number.
Following the last General Election,
Aliran had resolved to open a public
register on the financial assets and liabilities of all Members of Parliament. At
the beeinning of the Election, Aliran,
through its Citizen Alert groups, known
as 'Radar Groups' had requested candidates in Parliamentary constituencies to
pledge to declare their financial assets and
liabilities to the people, if they were
elected. Of the candidates who undertook
the pledge, seven subsequently became
Members of Parliament.
Sdr Karpal Singh is the f'J.rst of the
seven to declare his assets and liabilities.
The other six who had pledged to do so
are the Members of Parliament "" for
Petaling Jaya, lpoh, Bukit Bendera,
Bayan Baru, Tanjung and Bukit Merta·
jam. Aliran hopes that they will fulf'tl
their pledges as soon as possible.
Now that one MP has declared his
assets and liabilities to the public, Aliran
will be writing to all the other MPs both
in the Barisan Nasional and in the Opposi·
tion to do the same. Aliran will send each
of them a detailed form requesting
various types of information necessary
to establish a complete picture of the
assets and liabilities of each MP1 his or her
spouse and his or her immediate family.
The information given to Aliran will be
kept in a public register and will be
available to any member of the public on
request. It is Aliran's hope that all our
MPs will respond positively.
Aliran urges leaders on both the
Government and Opposition benches who
have been pontificating about the evils of
corruption, on the one hand, and the
importance of public accountability, on
the other, to set an example for their
colleagues by declaring their assets and
liabilities to the public. They must prove
to the Malaysian people that they are
men and women of inte(rity in deedsand not just in words.
5 May 1987

The Executive Committee

DISABLED HAVE RIGHTS TOO

A

liran is deeply concerned about
the alleged sexual assault of pupils
IlL tbe St. Nicholas School and
Home for the Blind; and the manner in
which the headmistress and other school
officials have handled the matter.
It is of concern to Aliran because
this is an issue touching on human dignity,
the rights of the disabled and the princi·
pie of public accountability.
In various press reports, several parents,
former pupils and a former manager of
the Low Vision Centre at St. Nicholas,
among others, have questioned the roles
played by the headmistress and other
school officials in this whole affair. However, those concerned have refused to
reply to several important issues raised,
for example:
0 When did the headmistress rrrst know
about the alleged sexual assaults? Is it
true that the headmistress did not take
the necessary action after she was
informed of the incidents years ago?
Did the school try to cover up by brib·
ing the children with food, and also
with threats of punishment and
expulsion?
Did the headmistress dissuade the
parent of the blind pupils from lodging
a police report?
What did the headmistress mean when
she assured the father of one of the
pupils that she would "solve the problem without fuss"?

to leave"?
The school officials should not be
foolish to think that these issues would
disappear into thin air by remaining silent
and rationalising their silence in the name
of "safeguarding the pupils' and their

parents' priva~y" and "preventing them
from undue distress". What is causing
undue distress to the parents and the
general public is that the school has failed
to account to the people its own handling
of this whole affair.
By not responding to the various issues
raised; by criticising the Press for their
"critical reports"; and by threatening the
school staff that "action would be taken
against them if they gave information to
the Press", the school officials only further tarnish the "good image" of
St. Nicholas in the eyes of the public.
Worse, it may even trigger off more accusations that the school is "covering up"
again.
Covering up to protect a soiled image
is not the way of justice. Although awa'l:e
that this trend to cover up is evident in
~be lat'ier economic and political spheres
m our country, Aliran is disturbed that
this cover up attitude bas even seeped
into the level of institutions for the
disabled.

o Why did the Executive Director of
Yayasan St. Nicholas, Mr Andrew Tan,
tell the former manager of the Low
vision Centre, Ms Ong Siew Wan, to
stop her investigations?
Were the children and housemothers
forbidden to see Ms Ong in the course
of her investigations?
Why did the children say that the
headmistress, Ms Mavis Campos, forbade them to see or speak to Ms Ong
without her permission?
o What has happened to the two cassette
tapes of interviews with seven pupils
recorded by Ms Ong after they were
handed over to the school's Senior
Assistant, Mrs Patricia Thiruchelvam?
Why were the tapes not given to the
Police then?
What actions did the school actually
take after listening to the seven chil·
dren's complaints in the tapes?
How many other children were said to
have also been sexually assaulted in
the tapes?
o Why was there a delay of three weeks
for the school to lodge a police report
after a pupil informed the headmistress
that he was sodomised by a man living
in the school premises? Encik Zakaria
Bakar,state exco member and chairman
of the State Welfare, Education and
Religious Affairs Committee, had said
that "investigations should not take
more than a week" (NST 13.4.87).
o Why did the suspect have access into
the dormitory at night when he was
not a school staff, and why was his
presence not reported?
o How could the school explain the "frequent presence of the suspect in the
school premises after be was ordered

suffered by the pupils after the incidents.
Aliran further calls for reforms in
the structures of such institutions to im·
prove the well-being of the disabled and
their participation in decision-making.
The authorities should also seriously
investigate whether the disabled in other
institutions are also abused.
7 May 1987

Aliran Sabah Reiterates Assets Call
liran Sabah reiterates its call on
State and Federal leaders to
follow the fine example set by
Encik Karpal Singh MP for Jelu tong 1hdeclaring his assets and liabilities publicly
as reported in the various newspapers
recently.
Aliran Sabah also notes that the
Chief
Minister, Datuk Joseph Pairin
Kitingan has been reported, as far back in
May last year, as saying that he was
"giving it a lot of thought" when the
suggestion of public declaration of assets
by government leaders was rrrst mooted
by Aliran President Dr. Chandra
Muzaffar. Now that a year has passed
where the PBS government has enjoyed a
period of calm and stable administration,
the Chief Minister must now tell the public
his government's stand on the iuue.
Aliran Sabah strongly feels that the
public declaration of assete by government leadenJ is highly essential as there
is still widespread public perception that
corruption is rampant at all levels of our
society especially those who are holding
public office and positions of trust.

A

8 May 1987

John Kim: among those who questioned
the conduct of school officials in the St.
Nick's affair.
Aliran agrees with the former president of the Society of the Blind, West
Malaysia, Saudara John Kim, that the
"new ruling requiring parents to obtain
permission from the school headmistreu
before they could visit their children"
does not make sense and may infringe the
rights of parents. The ruling could also be
read as another attempt to cover up the
issue.
Aliran supports the call for an independent committee to conduct a thorough
and impartial enquiry into this entire
affair. Those responsible for any misconduct should resign. If they refuse to
resign they should be sacked. Those who
are blind should not be denied justice by
those who are sighted but could not see
beyond their self-interests.
Aliran agrees that besides determin·
ing the time frame- of the incidents, the
actual number of children involved and
whether there were other forms of abuse,
appropriate assistance should alao be
given to remedy the psychological effects
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Ng Soc:k Nye
Exco Member

AJir.n Seb.tl
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Set Up Royal Commission
Of Inquiry

A

liran Sa bah views the recent claim
by a UNHCF representative in
Sabah, that the majority of the
estimated 5000 residents with a large
number of Fillipino refugees and illegal
immigrants in Pulau Gaya have been
issued with blue identity cards, aa a
very serious matter.
For a long time, there have been
widespread public suspicions by Sabahans
that a large number of blue IC's has been
issued to these refugees and illegal immigrants throu1h the manoeuvre of political leaders for their own political ends or
by unscrupulous racketeers for monetary
gains.
Now that it has been publicly claimed
that blue IC's are being issued to these
refugees and illegal immigrants in large
numbers, Aliran Sabah strongly urges the
relevant Federal and State authorities to
establish a Royal Commission of Inquiry
to fully investigate the matter and to
determine the manner in which this has
occurred and who are responsible for it.
Aliran Sabah also notes that the
presence of large numbers of refugees and
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illegal immigrants in Sabah has _brought
tremendous impacts on the soClal, economic and political lives of the people in
the state. The issue has also become
politically sensitive and has frequently
been made use of by the various political
parties. As such Aliran Sabah further
urges that the 'Royal Commission of
in depth the whole issue of the presence
of refugees and illegal immigrants in
Sabah with a view of arriving at a com·
prehensive practical and humane solution
to the pr~blem without jeopardising the
interests of Sabahans.

No reason was given for the rejection
The letter merely stated that it "regrets
to inform that the Minister has decided to
Aliran s.bah Bureau
9 May 1987
reject your application." The Minister, it
is true bas the absolute power under the
Printi~g Presses and Publication Act
(1984) to grant or revoke a publishing
licence.
Aliran first applied for a permit to
publish a Bahasa Malaysia Monthly on
Nov 13 1983. The application was re·
jected 'on March 17, 1984. Aliran
then appealed to the Yang Di Pertuan
Agung on April 14, 1984 to req?est the
Home Affiars Minister to recons1der our
application. Such an appeal is also
provided for under the Printing Presses
Act 1948 (revised in 1971). There was no
response to our appeal.
After a two-year interval, Aliran
decided to apply again, this time for
a Bahasa Malaysia fortnightly. The
application was made on Nov 12 1986
and rejected on April 27, 1987.
Aliran considers the rejection unjust
and •.• ~fair for a . variety of reasons.
One it is a violation of a fundamental
freedo~ - the freedom of expression provided for in the Malaysian Constitu·
tion. It is wrong to deny this freedom to
a lawfully-established organization which
has always operated within the parameters of the Constitution. Besides,
Aliran in its own rules has pledged
to uphold both the Constitution and the
Rukunegara.
Two it makes a mockery of the
Govern:nent's assertion that it has been
very liberal in its licensing policy as far
as newspapers and magazines are con·
cerried. Government leaders have often
maintained that they are extremely
tolerant of critics. The denial of a
permit to Aliran exposes the hollow·
ness of these claims. How 'liberal' and
'tolerant' can this Government be if an
organisation like Aliran which has not
broken any law cannot obtain a permit
to publish in Bahasa Malaysia after four
years and two attempts?
Three it is obvious that Government
leaders :U.e neither sincere nor serious
about wanting to create a 'think!ng
society'. For the very purpose of see~~g
Illegal immigrants: jeopardising the inte·
a permit to publish in Bahasa Malay~1a ~
to develop a thinking society. Our a1m IS
rests of Sabahans.
to build a tradition of analysis and
reflection within the Bahasa Malaysia
speaking population. There are so few
reading materials in Bahasa Malaysia
which promote serious reflection on
major social issues and trends.
Rejected Again
Four what has piqued us is that the
Govern~ent has given a number of
liran regrets to announce that its
licences to magazines and newspapers
application for a pen:nit ~o publish
which propagate sheer pornography with
a fortnightly magazme m Bahasa
their sensationalisation of sex and their
Malaysia has been turned down for the
obsession with decadent life-styles. And
third time by the Ministry of Hom~
yet, when a group w~ts to pro~ote
Affairs. The rejection letter dated April
spiritual values and eth1cal norms m a
27 reached the Aliran office in Penang on
society which professes high moral stand·
May7.
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ards it is not able to get a publishing
permit!
Five, at the same time, one wonders
whether the Government is earnest about
encouraging the use of Bahasa Malaysia
when it is not prepared to allow an
organisation committed to the national
language to publish in Bahasa Malaysia.
After all, Aliran has a permit to publish in
English. Isn't it in the interest of national
intergration to produce and popularise
more writing's in Bahasa Malaysia
especially from multi-ethnic groups like
Aliran?
Six, in this connection, Alira!' is confounded why the Government IS reluct·
ant to allow it to publish in Bahasa when
many of the articles in the proposed
fortnightly would have been identical
to the materials published in the Aliran
Monthly which is in English. Could it be
that the Government does not want ideas
and information which would heighten
awareness of the real political and
economic situation in the country, to
reach Uu~ Bahasa Malaysia speaking
masses?
Seven, we cannot help but feel that
there is a strong discriminatory element
in the Government's denial of a publish·
ing permit in Bahasa Malaysia to Aliran.
For most other public interest societies
have been given the right to publish in
Bahasa Malaysia. Even opposition poli·
tical parties like the DAP and PSRM are
allowed to publish in Bahasa Malaysia.
Recently, PAS was given the 'green light'
to publish a Bahasa Malaysia weekly. It
appears that there is some prejudice
against ALIRAN in certain political
circles.
Aliran concludes from the Govern·
ment's continued refusal to Rrant us a
Bahasa Malaysia publishing permit that
it fears rational, balanced analysis of
social issues. Perhaps, it fears the
growth of a thinking tradition within
the Bahasa Malaysia speaking community
in particular and Malaysian society in
general. Perhaps, it fears the development
of a strong commitment to spiritual
values within the populace as a whole.
For the Government knows that a think·
ing, ethical people will not accept the
myths and the lies which often keep
frauds and hypocrites in power.
9 May 1987

Chandra Muzaffar
President

Forbidden Food
liran regrets the action of the
headmaster of the Sekolah Ren·
dab Jelutong Barat in prohibiting
students from bringing food which be
describes as haram into the school
premises.
After looking into the matter, Aliran
feels that the Ministry of Education
circular 1/1981 (K.P. 8786 · 39 ( 41)
dated Feb 9, 1981 merely prohibits the
sale and preparation of haram food in
the canteens but does not prevent
students from taking prepared food to
school.
It is hoped that school heads will
exercise common sense and justice in
interpreting and implementing the
Ministry's circulars so that no ill-will

A

and injustice will take place. In a multiethnic society like Malaysia, the rights
of both non-Muslims and Muslims must
be respected.
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20 May 1987

Arifim Omar
Acting President
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be Aliran office at Bayan Baru
was broken into during the night
on May 12. This is the second
break·in, the first being in March 1985.
The break in was discovered by Mr.
Elangovan, the Administrative Assistant,
at 9.30 a.m.
A steel cabinet and two steel cup·
boards were found prised open. However,
the attempt to prise open a second steel
cabinet did not succeed.
A type-writer and power regulator
were also stolen and fLies were found
strewn about the room. Some tools,
possibly those used in the break-in were
left behind.
We are not sure why the break-in
occurred. We are not convinced that
robbery is the motive. The culprit or
culprits responsible could be after some
documents they think are kept in the
office premises.
We wish to reiterate, as we did after
the first break-in that Aliran has nothing
to hide as it has always operated in the
open.
A police report was lodged.
~2
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Another Break-In At Aliran Office
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"Citizens Against Rape" campaign:
rethinking attitudes, values and perception of man and woman.

Citizens against rape

T

he brutal rape and murder of the
innocent nine year old girl, Ang
May Hong; the case of Rohani,
raped and strangled with her mini telekong; the shocking news of a 16 year old
girl allegedly raped by three policemen,
while in their custody and the cases of
sodomy (which is equivalent to rape) in
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TITLE OF BOOK

PRICE

NO. OF
COPIES

1. FREEDOM IN FETTERS
Is a comprehensive study of the state of democracy in Malaysia. It deals with all the major
laws and institutions relevant to an under·
standing of democracy in Malaysia. It examines
all the major trends and developments which
have influenced the practice of democracy in
Malaysia.

$10.20

2. DIALOGUE ON DEMOCRACY
Is a collection of speeches made by leaders of
various political parties & public interest
societies in connection with the 3rd Dialogue
of Concern on Parliamentary Democracy held
in July 1985.

$ 3.20

3. CABARAN-CABARAN SEMASA
A book in Bahasa Maaysia dealing with human
rights, democracy, the economy, labour. ethnic
relations, education, moral values and inter·
national affairs.

$ 7.20

4. PANDANGAN ALIRAN :
Mengandungi pendapat, cadangan, analise dan
komen yang jarang tersiar di akhbar-akhbar
tempatan.

5.

6.

LIMA PERSO,ALAN is the translation of
.5 Controversies' into Bahasa Malaysia

8.

9.

$ 3.70

CORRUPTION contains papers on various
aspects of this social scourge presented by

Alira11 officials and guest speakers at a seminar
held in November 1980. It is easily readable,
informative and analytical.

7.

$10.20

THE AN TEIK: THE OTHER SIDE OF
DEVELOPMENT discusses the Thean Teik
dispute objectively and raises the question.
"Development for Whom?"
THE ARMS RACE: HUMANITY IN CRISIS
reflects a common humanitarian viewpoint
on the awful realities of modern warfare. It
attempts to consider the transformation of
man and society as the means towards
achieving a worldwide peace.
WE SHALL OVERCOME- SONGS OF
HUMANITY is a rich and varied collection
of songs dealing with reality, hope, freedom,
justice, unity, peace, compassion, etc.

$ 4.20

$ 3.20

$ 5.20

$ 4.20

10. ALIRAN MONTHLY
1 year's subscription - 12 issues•
2 year's subscription - 24 issues:

$10.50
$20.50

Bank Commission for outstation cheque

$ 0.50

TOTAL
•Prices inclusive of Postage. For overseas orders: prices are in US$.
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an institution for the blind, evoke disgust
and anger in all of us. The above
mentioned are only cases that have been
highlighted by the Press. We know this is
only the tip of the iceberg to the issue.
We deeply empathise with the parents,
relatives and communities where these
cases have happened.
We would also like to express our deep
concern over the increase in instances of
sexual assault and molestation of children
at home, in schools and in public places.
But its even more fearful and frightening
to know that in our own society, the very
custodians of law and order, the Police,
are raping women in their own custody.
At the same time our own innocent
handicapped children are also being
sexually abused.
The immediate reaction of many has
been that acts like these could only be
committed by insane persons. This is a ..
myth that we must relinquish as all the ·
publicised cases show clearly that rape is
committed by one who has power and
control over a child, a girl, a woman, a
prisoner or a handicapped.
Police statistics in Malaysia reveal that
the majority of rapes are committed by
persons known to the victim. Therefore
it is important for us to be clear that in
the vast number of cases, rape ia not an
impetuous act or a crime ot passion.
It is in fact a coldly calculated preme·
ditated act.
We are glad to note that the authorities
in general and the Police in particular
view the situation serioualy. At the same
time, we are concerned that statements
made by Police Chiefs and some leaders
seem to reflect a prevalent fallacy that
'women have only themeelves to blame'
for the incidence of rape. Such miscon·
ceptions if left unchecked would appear
to be protecting the real culprits.
We want to stress that rape is not a
spontaneous unplanned act of merely
satisfying a sexual urge precipitated by
the sight of a woman, a young girl or a
child. Rape is a manifestation of the
perception of woman as sex objects
reinforced by various aspects of the
media and the unequal power relationship
that exists between woman and man in
our society. This unequal power relation·
ship gives the man the ability to control
and dominate over the weaker person
that is the woman, the child, the band·
icapped or the prisoner through the
control of her body in rape. Thus rape
or sexual assault is an expression of
power of the man, the rapist over a
woman.
We must also be aware that the
survivors of rape suffer very long term
psychological trauma. fear and shame.
Rape leaves an indelible scar in the victim.
Today as a result of all this, parents and
women live in constant FEAR. Our
streets and public places. even our schools
and institutions are no more safe. Conse·
quently, the activities and movements of
children and women are very much
restricted, this is not only a sad but a
disgusting development in our society.
The onus for eliminating rape and
other forms of sexual assault and
harrassment rests equally on all segments
of society. It calls for a rethinking of our
attitudes, values and perception of man
and woman. While parents should teach
their daughters to take precautions, there
is an equally important need for sons and
men in general to treat women and girls
as equal with respect for them as persons.

We want a society free from FEAR of
sexual assault and harrassment not a
society which finds its security behind
locks, chains and walls. We need to purge
our society of perverted myths, attitudes
and fallacies. We need changes in the law
for better protection from rape, changes in
the legal procedures in Court for rape
survivors and to help the rape survivors
effectively we need to establish support
systems like the setting up of one stop
cape crisis centres.
We must work towards an open
society where man and woman are free to
move and to relate to each other. Since
rape is done by men as an exercise of
domination over women, we need to
work towards new values, attitudes and
equality for people.
Justice to all women and children who
have been raped can only be realised if we
join together to work towards this free
society. So, join us who have come
together and have initiated a campaign
called "CITIZENS AGAINST RAPE".
Please write letters of support to the Press,
organise group meetings and discussions
on the issue and mobilise action. For
more information please write to: "Citi·
zens Against Rape" No. 114, Jalan SS
4/10, Petaling Jaya, Selangor.
21 May 1987

Citizens Against Rape

ISA arrests
liran notes with deep concern the
arbitrary arrest of a lawyer and
church human rights activists in
Singapore on the alleged charge of being
involved in clandestine communist activities.
In principle Aliran is opposed to de·
tention without trial and the society
calls upon the Singapore Government to
either put them on trial or release them
unconditionally.

A

23 May 1987

Ariffin Omar
Acting President

Singapore Detentions
he recent arrest of at least one
Malaysian, Jenny Chin Lai Chin
and 15 others in Singapore under
the country's Internal Security Act (ISA)
gives cause for concern. We wish to point
out that the arrests made are unjust on
the basis of the following principles.
First, all of the 16 including Mdm
Jenny Chin are being detained without
trial. We affirm that detention without
trial is inherently wrong.
Second, no charges were brought
against them at the time of arrest. In the
absence of charges it would seem that
arrest was made only on the premise of
alleged involvement with a "clandestine
communist network". The arrests are
thus arbitrary and we affirm that arbitrary
arrest is equally wrong.
Detention without trial and arbitrary
arrest are only possible through unjust
laws like the ISA. Such detention and

T

arrest is indeed in direct opposition to the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
We appeal to the Government of
Singapore to bring charges against those
detained with the provision of an open
and fair hearing if they have committed a
crime. If this cannot be done then they
should be unconditionally released without any delay. In either case we hope that
information on and reasons for the arrests
of Mdm Jenny Chin and the others will
be made known to the public immediately.
Unless either step is taken, the conti·
nued detention of the 16 arrested under
the ISA may create for Singapore the
dubious distinction of having 16 new
political prisoners.

Finally, on behalf of Malaysian stu·
dents in Australia, I would like to appeal
to the Malaysian Government to give a
little more assistance to those who have
been badly hit by the recent fee hike.
While the Government's loan of $250,000
made available earlier this year is laudable,
it is still far from adequate. Besides, the
terms and conditions of the fmancial
assistance envisaged for individual students are so stringent, that a substantial
portion of needy students may not even
qualify for the loan. Aliran hopes that
the Government w'ill revise some of these
conditions and increase the loan to at
least $750,000.
2ad June 1987

25th May 1987
PSSM. MTUC, EPSM, CRC
ALIRAN,
INSAN,
NUJ,

SSS,

Chandra Muzaffar
President

AWL,

More ISA arrests in Singapore
Lecture tour of Australia and
New Zealand
returned on the 31st of May from a
three-week lecture tour of New Zealand and Australia. The tour took me
to Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch
in New Zealand and Adelaide, Melbourne,
Sydney and Canberra in Australia.
At all these places, I spoke to acade·
mic groups, social activists and Malaysian
students. In all, almost 20 talks were
delivered at various forums and seminars.
The talks covered a variety of themes
including Islamic resurgence, ethnic rela·
tions in Malaysia, political trends in Malaysia, challenges facing the Malaysian
nation and third world development.
The lecture tour was made possible by
the Asian Studies Association of New
Zealand, various Australian universities
and Malaysian Student Societies in both
New Zealand and Australia.
On the whole, the lecture tour was an
immense success. The turn-out at talks
for Malaysian students was beyond all
expectations. Large numbers of both Ma·
lay and non-Malay students attended the
talks given especially at Sydney, Mel·
bourne, Auckland, Wellington and Christ·
church.
Though interaction between Malay
and non-Malay students could be better
in both Australia and New Zealand, it
is heartening to note that there is very
little ethnic antagonism between the two
communities. Indeed, in some of the New
Zealand campuses there are even some
signs of ethnic understanding.
Aliran shall endeavour to assist in
whatever way Jt can, to improve ethnic
relations between Malay and non-Malay
students in Australia and New Zealand.
In all my talks to Malaysian students I
had discussed frankly the fears and hopes
of the two communities and why both
Malays and non-Malays should correct
certain misconceptions of one another.
I was also pleased to observe that
many Malaysians in Australia and New
Zealand - including those already working in various offices and irrms - want to
come back and serve-the nation. Some of
them have not been able to find jobs in
Malaysia and have been forced to work in
those two countries. But their heart is
with their Motherland.

I

27

A

liran is deeply concerned that the
Singapore
Government
had
arrested four persons on April 24
this year under the Internal Security Act
(ISA). The four are supposed to have
been arrested for "spreading rumours of,
and actively making preparations for
racial clashes which they said would take
place on or around May 13".
Whatever the Government's argument
for arresting them, AJiran is of the view
that the four should be charged in Court
and put on trial. They should be given the
chance to defend themselves in accordance with the rules of natural justice.
Detaining them without trial will only
increase doubts and suspicions within a
section of Singapore's multi-ethnic populace about the motives of the government. This is partly because the arrests
have come at a time when certain other
issues have created some uneasiness in
the relationship between the government
and the Malay community. The four ISA
arrests may further aggravate ethnic
feelings.
This is why it is in the interest of the
government itself to put the four detai·
nees on trial. If it has unassailable evidence against them, the government
would not be afraid to take them to
Court.
In this connection, Aliran is dismayed
by Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew's statement that, "As long as the government is
satisfied that it has the evidence, this is
all that matters". This statement made in
relation to the detention of 16 persons on
May 21, reveals incredible ignorance of
the principle of public accountability in a
democratic society. It is not the government, but the people that should be satisfied that justice and fairness have prevail·
ed. In order to satisfy the people that justice is being done, democratic societies
have independent courts of law to try
persons accused of crimes against the
State. It is up to the government to convince the Court that a person is a subversive. It is only if the Court is satisfied,
that the people would be satisfied that
justice has been done. This is why 4
open trial is an important aspect of the
whole process of ensuring that the
government is accountable to the people.
4 June 1987

Chandra Muzaffar
President
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Thinking Allowed
A closer look at what people say and do the world over

JUSTICE AND CHARITY FOR
HOME OR ABROAD?

alaysia has been well
known for her attempts
at providing charity and
aid to distant countries
like Mali, Fiji and other South
Pacific islands. In fact we have
been so generous that at times we
have to ask ourselves that while we
think of the poor and starving of
Mali and other countries, should 'nt
we think also of the poor and
starving at home too? We are not
really free of poverty, you know.
·In short, charity begins at home.
Similarly, the country has been
very vocal about justice for blacks
in South Africa and the displaced
and
dispossessed
peoples of
Palestine. We also have attacked
apartheid and Zionist imperialism.
We have become so well known
internationally for our lofty principles in the fight for justice for other
peoples (except our own) that

others have looked at us somewhat
cynically to ask whether we do
practise at home what we so
vigorously fight for abroad. However do take heart, fellow citizens.
We can put paid to these cynics
by pointing out that now after
the latest Cabinet reshuffle the
Ministry of Home Affairs and the
Ministry of Justice are being held
by one man. Perhaps justice, like
charity, can begin at home after
all. God Willing!

PROBLEMS OF TOOTH
EXTRACTIONS

e have to heed seriously
the warning of some
Southeast Asian leaders
that there exists a deliberate attempt by the decadent
western press to distort the situa-

tion in certain Southeast Asian
countries. One particularly nasty
press reported that in certain
Southeast Asian countries where
there were such draconian laws
like the Official Secrets Act or the
Control of Information Act which
have such barbarous penalties,
dentists were forced to extrict
teeth from their patients' noses
since the fear of such acts was
such that no one would dare open
his mouth under any circumstances.

LEADERSHIP BY EXAMPLE

est anyone should doubt
that deeds and actions
should go hand in hand,
he should at least read
this parable. In a certain African
country there was a great leader
who was exhorting his people to
work hard, put in greater efforts,
increase productivity and never
fear to work . However, it became
too apparent that other than
exhorting others to work hard,
increase their productivity, etc he
hardly did any work himself and
was always abroad whenever there
was a problem facing the state.
One fine day, he decided to tour
his nation in an air-conditioned
mercedes-benz. During a trip to
the interior of his impoverished
nation which was beset by
increasing
international
debts,
corruption and bad ·~ economic
planning, his luxurious car hit
a muddy patch and was bogged
down . The great leader emerged
from his car and called upon his
beloved people to help get his
car out of the mud. They quickly
gathered in a group. "Pu-u-sh,"
they shouted but stood stock still.
"Pu-u-11, " they shouted and stood
stock still. "What the blazes are you
doing?" yelled the great leader in a
towering rage. "We are following
your slogan of leadership by example, Sir," they replied.
Ariffin 0"-.
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