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DETAINED 
2YEARS! 

ISA Detentions and Restrictions 
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T he detention of 36 individuals under the Internal 
Security Act (ISA) is a tragic blow to freedom and 
justice. 

Among the 36 detainees are individuals who have sacrificed 
a great deal in the struggle to create a more just and humane 
society. Some of them have been courageous, articulate 
advocates of human rights and democratic accountability. 
Others have fought corruption and financial scandals with 
vigour and dedication. Yet other individuals among the 
detainees have worked selflessly on behalf of the poor and 
powerless. There are also those who seek sociaJ transformation 
guided by moral and spiritual values. 

Of course the authorities have argued that the activities 
of these 36 detainees constitute 'a threat to national security: 
The authorities do not have to show how and why these 
detainees are a threat to national security. The allegations 
against them will not be examined in a court of Jaw. There 
will be no trial; no independent examination of evidence; 
no defence counsel with the authority to scrutinize all the 
allegations; no judge who can pronounce a v'erdict. This is 
the heart of the matter: the ISA allows the Government to 
detain a person without trial for any length of time. It allows 
for indefinite incarceration without justice. This is why the 

"IS A is wrong, it is unjust, it is cruel. The ISA is an affront 
to human dignity. 

More than that, the ISA is a challenge to the norms and 
values which human civilisation has developed over a long 
period of time. Perhaps, some of our law-makers do not 
realise that the very concept of an independent trial for a 
person accused of whatever crime and aU the rules and 
procedures pertaining to evidence are the products of a long 
struggle in history against the arbitrary .exercise of authority 
and the untrammelled use of power. In this struggle, hundreds 
and thousands of men and women had to suffer. They had 
to pay the price for freedom and justice. That every accused 
person is entitled to a fair and just trial is one of the most 
precious accomplishments of human civilisation. It is a 
principle that is integral to civilised human behaviour. 

This is why Aliran will not compromise on the question 
of the ISA. Aliran remains opposed to that law in principle 
and in practice. Once again, Aliran calls for its abolition. 

In the name of justice Aliran therefore appeals to the 
Government to release all 36 detainees unconditionally. 
Alternatively , the authorities should put them on trial. There 
are, after all, other laws under which they can be tried. Those 
who have been accused of "creating racial tensions" can be 
charged under the Sedition Act. Likewise, sections of the 
Penal Code can be used to try those who are accused of 
religious extremism or of communist subversion. 

The very fact that the ISA is being used in this manner to 
detain all sorts of individuals with varying ideological back
grounds leads one to suspect the real motives of the 
Government • 



A 
t the time of writing - 29 ~January 1988 -
we know that 38 persons have been served with 
two year Detention Orders, 8 have been placed 
under Restriction Ordinances and 2 have been 
placed under Exclusion Ordinances. 

We publish below details of those served with Detention 
Orders (they are now being held at the Kamunting Detention 
Camp) and of S of those placed under Restriction Ordinances. 

We do not have all the information. 

DAP 
1. Lim Kit Siang 

2. Karpal Singh 

3. P Patto 

4. Dr V David 

5. Lim Guan Eng 
6. Dr Tan Seng Giaw 

7. lau Oak Kee 

PSRM 

- opposition leader, DAP Secre
tary-General, MP for Tanjung 
and State Assemblyman for 
Kg. Kolam. 

- DAP Deputy Chairman, MP 
for Jelutong. Also State Assem
blyman for Bukit Glugor. 
DAP Deputy Secretary-General 
and MP for lpoh and State 
Assemblyman for Sungai Pari. 

- MP for Puchong and Secretary
General of MTUC. Also General 
Secretary of Transport Workers 
Union and member of the 
International Labour Organi
zation's governing body. 

- MP for Kota Melaka. 

MP for Kepong and State 
Assemblyman for Bandar 
Klang. 

MP for Pasir Pinji and State 
Assemblyman for Dermawan. 

1. Dr Mohd Nasir Hashim - Asso. Prof. at UKM. Deputy 
Dean of Medical Faculty. Chair
man and a founder of Institute 
of Social Analysis (INSAN). 
A member of PSRM and 
Chairman of the Joint Com
mittee for Labour Solidarity 
(JKB), compnsmg various 
trade unions from all sectors. 

2. Arokiadass 

3. Yunus Lebai Ali 

- An engineer by profession. 
General Secretary of Transport 
Equipment and Allied Indus
tries Employees Union. Also 
a council member of Sahabat 
Alam Malaysia. 

- Currently doing his Masters 
in Sociology at the Institute 
of Higher Learning, University 
of Malaya. He is the Assistant 
Secretary of Persatuan Sairis 
Sosial Malaysia (PSSM). · 

CHINESE EDUCATIONISTS 
1. Dr Kua Kia Soong 

2. Lim Fong Seng 

3. Dr Tuang Pik King 

- Research Director, Chinese Re
search and Resource Centre. 

- President of the United Chinese 
School Committees' Associa· 
tion of Malaysia. 

- Headmaster of the Confucian 
Secondary School in Kuala 
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KARPAL SINGH LIM KIT SIANG 

PPATTO DR MOHO NASIR HASHIM 

4. SimMouYu 

PAS 
1. Suhaimi Said 
2. Muhammad Sabu 
3. Khalid Samad 
4. Mohd Yusof Husin 

Lumpur and Vice-President of 
the Dong Jiao Jeng Movement. 

- Chairman of the United Chinese 
Teachers' Association. 

- PAS Legal Adviser. 

- National PAS Youth Exco. 
- PAS Youth Secretary. 
- PAS Baling District Secretary. 

5. Haji Bunyamin Yaakub - Information Officer. 
6. Mahfuz Omar - National Youth Exco Member 
7. Kamaruzzaman Ismail - Party Activist in Kelantan 
8 . Uz. Omar Khalid - Party Activist in Kelantan. 
9. Tengku Shukri Zainal - Party Activist in Kelantan. 

10. Zainuddin Abdullah - Party Activist in Kelantan. 





ISA DETENTIONS 

The 
Gentle 
Voice 

of Justice 

"Righteousness is not that you tum your 
faces (in prayer) towards the east or the west; 

but righteousness is this that one believeth 
in God, in the Last Day, in the angles, in the 

Books and in the Prophets and for the love of 
God giveth of his wealth to his kindred and 
to the orphans and to the needy and to the 
freedom of the slave, and observeth prayer 

and payeth the poor one and is as those who 
are faithful to their engagements when they 

have engaged in them, and endureth with 
fortitude poverty, distress, and moments of 
peril - these are they who are true in their 

faith and these are they who are truly 
righteous". 

- SURA AL-BAQARA: 177 

JOHN BALA VEND RUM, brother of detained Aliran 
member Brother Anthony Rogers speaks as one 
who cares not only for a loved one but for justice 
and freedom for all. 

H
e was barely 14 
when he left home 
to 'answer God's 
call' as the Christian 
Brothers had put it 

to his conservative Catholic 
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parents then . What was it 
going to be like? Would he 
last the Religious life? As it 
turned out, there was the 
Juvenate, the Juniourate, the 
Novitiate, and his formative 
years passed fairly quickly. 
Our family saw little of him 
during those years, strict 
and rigid were the ways of 
the De La Salle Brothers 
then. Then it was the 
Scholasticate, teaching, the 
university and his studies 
in the Philippines. Finally, 
he was working. But for 
whom? The Church'? The 
Bishop? Working for GOD? 
... My word! 

A little over a year ago 
we were talking. I was not 
happy with the Church. 
"The Catholic Church in 
this country is not dynamic. 
It is not responding to changes 
in our society. It is not 
providing the 'conscience', 
the moral guidance that it 
should. Soon the Church 
will only be a name. It has 
to re-assert itself. It has to 
speak up more on issues 
affecting us. You have to 
act fast," I said. He was calm, 
gentle with me, the aggressor 
as usual. "You know, we 
have to go slowly. We are a 
multi-racial country and 
whatever it is the Church 
does, it cannot cause 
turbulence. There are 
prejudices among Catholics. 
There are those who fmd it 
difficult to accept many things 
such as the Malay language. 
Many do not accept Muslims 
as our brothers. There are, 
yet, others who do not 
understand the realities of the 
complex society we are now in. 
We cannot, and do not wish 

to, push ... Our people have to 
be be converted too." I did not 
feel inclined to agree with him. 
The Church was ineffective. 
How could I be wrong? 

Exactly a year later, I was 
proven wrong. He was seated .., . 
across me in the stuffy room, 
his face haggard. His hair 
unkempt, longer than I had 
ever seen it. He looked 
shockingly thin. His eyes 
blood-shot. His pants 
crumpled. Shivering. Brother 
Anthony Rogers was in jail! 

Yet, one thing about him 
had not changed - the warmth 
in his voice, his gentleness. 
"No point in being angry 
with anyone." (Is he offering 
the other cheek, I thought). 
"This is a process" and, with 
tears in his eyes, "This is what 
faith is all about. .. I know 
exactly what they are after." 
Incredible! I could not believe 
this. The world was shouting 
and he was so calm, accepting 
it! Yes! He accepted his 
detention, Christmas Day, 
Dec 25, 1987 ... a day that 
Brother Rogers will never 
forget. The day he was handed 
a unique Christmas gift, a 
Detention Order, committing 
him to prison for two years. 
Was this the most meaningful 
Christmas that he had ever 
had? He refused to be drawn 
into an argument about the 
charges against him. He did not 
wish to cause embarrassment 
and adverse publicity for the 
Government, he indicated. I 
pressed him on. He would 
not budge. I know. now vvhat 
it is that he is in for. There was 
no necessity for Brother 
Rogers to tell us. Put simply, 
the reason in my opinion is: 

"That you, Anthony 
Rogers between 1981 and 
the time of your arrest 

on 28th October, 1987, 
actively involved yourself 
in activities promoting 
care and concern for your 
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fellow human beings, that 
you advocated Love, Peace 
and Justice, that you cared 
genuinely for the poor and 
down-trodden and were 
interested in their plight for 
a better life, and that you 
during this period carried 
out a carefuUy-planned 
indoctrination programme 
within certain circles in 
the country to make this 
country a better place to 
live in for all. Your 
abovesaid activities threaten 
the security of this 
country." 
The question now on the 

lips of all his friends is 'How is 
Brother Rogers?' I shall quote 
him, "I am fine." He is also 
nervous, not relaxed, the 
unconscious quivering is 
there, his voice is strained. 
He is just fine! 

What now? What about 
the immorality of the ISA? 
"No point trying to stop 
this ... this is a process ... 
Don't be angry ... Tell my 
friends not to worry .. . " 
These were his last words 
for the day. 

Speaking for myself, Pray, 
I say!. . . not for Brother 
Rogers, not for Karpal Singh, 
not for Lim Kit Siang, not 
for the other detainees. THEY 
are not the ones who need 
our prayers, for they are 
people who were sent by 
God to hear the hurdens and 
ills of mankind on their 
shoulders. THEY are blessed 
even without our prayers. 
Pray instead, (This the lSA 
cannot prevent), for those 
who are lost and groping in 
the dark, for those who are 
desperately holding on to 
diminishing political power. 
Pray hard for those who 
frame, lie, fabricate. For 
those who throw into the 
dungeons, the innocent. 
Do not stop. Pray ... "OUR 
FATHER,TUHAN,LORD, 
ALLAH, THE ALMIGHTY 
IN HEAVEN ... DELIVER US 
FROM EVIL. .. " e 

*John Balavendrum is the 
brother of Anthony Rogers, an 
A/iran member who is serving a 
2-year detention order under 
the /SA, at the Kamunting 
Detention Camp. 
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Dear reader 
You may not know that you are allowed to write to the detainees 

at Kamunting. Your letters will of course be vetted. Please write to 
show your solidarity with the detainees. 

The address is as follows: 

TEMP AT T AHANAN PERLINDUNGAN 
34600 KAMUNTING 
TAIPING 
PERAK 

Heroic Faith 
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A/iran member Theresa Lim Chin Chin was recently detained 
for two years under the /SA. Her husband DAVID 
ANTHONY tells of his torment. 

T
heresa Lim Chin Chin, detained under the ISA on 
Oct 27 last year, completed 60 days and nights 
of cruel solitary confinement and gruelling 
interrogations on Dec 26, 1987. 
On Dec 25 - Christmas Day - the day when 



''There is a higher 
court than courts 
of justice and that 

is the court· of 
conscience. It 
supercedes all 
other courts.'' 

-GANDHI 

She can see the sunshine on the hills .... yet she is not 
free 

Christ the Saviour was born to free mankind from 
every kind of oppression and bondage - she was served a 
detention order for two years by the Home Affairs Minister, 
Dr. Mahathir Mohamad. She was taken to the Kamunting 
detention centre the next day. 

As her husband, I was not even informed by the authorities. 
In fact, I had requested and arranged a visit that day. I only 
knew on ringing the detention centre. They told me the visit 
was cancelled. I had to call other people in the Special Branch 
to fmd out what happened. I was not the only one. The 
families of other detainees had to go through the same 
torment and confusion. Nothing surprises me anymore: 
Civility is not to be expected where civility is not due. 

I visited Chin Chin on Dec 28 in Kamunting. She was a 
happy contrast to what she was on my first visit 15 days 
after her arrest. At that first visit which lasted only 10 minutes, 
she looked haggard, drained of all strength, pale and washed 
out. 

Now there was some life and spirit in her and a little colour 
in the face. She was almost jubilant to be there. This upset 
me but I could understand that after 60 days and nights of 
torture - I use this term because I believe that solitary 
confmement is a severe form of psychological punishment 
in itself. I totally disagree with the Attorney-General Tan Sri 
Abu Talib Othman who said that solitary confinement is not a 
punishment. He said it and got away with it. It amazes me. 
Compared to solitary confinement, Chin Chin considered 
Kamunting a paradise. 

She can now see the sun shine on the hills, watch the clouds 
move in formation, get soaked in the rain, breathe the fresh 
air and listen to the birds sing. Yet she is not free. 

Chin Chin is housed with three other women. They can 
talk and interact among themselves. They get a balanced 
diet of food, although they can't cook for themselves. They 
are allowed reading materials, to wear their own clothes, 
to write four letters a week and to receive any number -
all vetted, of course by the authorities. They would love 
to receive letters from friends. The address is: 

Tempat Tahanan Perlindungan 
34600 Kamunting 
Taiping 
Perak 

The visits are conducted in a room divided by a floor
to-ceiling barrier. There is little physical contact. Chin Chin 
and I have been married for only five months and it is rather 
inhuman of them not to allow us to get close to each other 
during the visit which lasts only half an hour. It is a long way 
to travel from Kuala Lumpur to Taiping for half an hour's 
visit, but it is worth the effort. 

Chin Chin hopes for a quick release but expects the worst 
at the same time. She intends to do a correspondence-law 
course during this period. 

The only consolation is that the women are together. 
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They are friends and can organize themselves, help and 
check on each other constantly. 

I have no knowledge as to the extent of damage she may 
have suffered during the 60 day ordeal. I only hope that she 
will be able to pick up the broken pieces and recover from 
it all. 

She has a very strong and heroic faith in God - a God 
who has explained Himself in a person - Jesus Christ -
and in a historical record - the Holy Bible which is the source 
of her strength and sanity. She is one of those being persecuted 
for the cause of right by the unjust and immorallSA. 

As long as the ISA exists, no person in this country is free. 
Please call out for the ISA to be abolished for the sake of 
freedom in our country and please write to her and the others 
in Kamunting lest they be forgotten. • 



Letter From Kamunting 

- --
Urn Chin Chin 
Tempat Tahanan Perlindungan 
34600 Kamunting, Taiping. 

Dear Chandra 

.... 

G 
reetings from the Kamunting Detention Centre! 
I hope you are well and recovering from your 
ordeal. I am as well as can be, having two others 
with me, and having spent Christmas and New 
Year in detention! The 2-year detention order 

was served to me as a Christmas present on Christmas Day! 
One could not have made better gift of oneself to God. Under 
the circumstances I try to be as positive as I can, although the 
prospect of two years can be quite disheartening. I'm trying to 
sign up for a law course. Might as well make good use of the 
time while J'm "free" and available. Any ideas/suggestions? 

T he Advisory Board meets in 3 months' time after which 
it's once every 6 months. I think I should prepare 

myself for the worst but I can't help myself hoping for the 
best. According to the SB, they're going to review our cases 
at the end of January although I haven't been told about it 
personally. 

L ife is quite easy going for the time being. I am up by 
7.00 a.m ....... lights out at 10.00 at night. I spend most 

of the time reading and writing letters, praying, talking to the 
others (there are 3 of us) all recuperating from our earlier 
spell in the PRO. We are a11owed to send out a maximum of 
4letters a week but we may receive any amount. Of course, 
there's censorship! Please convey my thanks to Hamima for 
her card and to the other Aliran members for the postcard. 
The cards I received were a source of much encouragement 
to me, and I'm grateful to all those who took the trouble to 
write. The churches have been very good! 

I nstead of Interrogating Officers, we're assigned 
Rehabilitation Officers. Every Tuesday, Thursday and 

Saturday, we've an assembly of 3 where we sing the Negara Ku, 
recite the " lkrar Orang Tahanan" and the Rukunegara. 

H ow's Aliran doing? I don't know if they will allow 
Aliran materials to me. And even if they do, I think it 

will be very strictly censored. Nevertheless I would like to 
receive some news. We get the NST and Utusan Malaysia 
daily though. 

I believe Rajcn and the others have been keeping close 
company with Dave and my mum and I'm really grateful 

to them for their support and strength in this hour. It's 
reassuring to know that one has friends to help take care of 
things when one is in trouble. It helps lessen one's anxiety. 

- .-: 

I can imagine what a bird must feel in a cage. Here we are in 
rooms with bolts and latches on the outside and the area 

reinforced by double rows of barbed wire fences .... One does 
not get out unless summoned. How does one keep one's 
spirits up in such a situation? By trying to be positive, by 
trying to discern God's will and purpose in the signs and 
the events in one's life? One thing for sure. I have a lot of 
time to think things over. And I'm not the only one here. I 
should not be deriving consolation that there are others in 
here as well but I do and there's something about shared 
misery and strength in numbers. Otherwise, I'm physically 
fit and healthy as ever. 

T he moon has been full and round these few nights, quite 
a pleasant sight to see it rising over the mountains, flat 

and pale at first. The mountains are our only view above the 
fences. The air is fresh and cool, especially at night except 
that we're locked in .... 

.. here's a "mobile library" which we can avail of, 
I ~heelbarrow style! Not much of a selection. Food is 

okay - beats the Philippines. I survived three years there! 
Company's quite good. Like Colin said, there's no worry about 
burglars and having to lock up! 

D ave's been here once to visit - only immediate family 
members allowed. Would like to see him more often 

but rather far to travel weekly. I miss him. Is there a place for 
personal sentiments in a situation like this? 

Well, Chandra, I'll keep in touch if not directly, then 
through Dave. Say a prayer for me, now and then. 

I was really glad to hear that you were released although sad 
for myself that I did not share the same "fate". But I haven't 
given up hope and I am confident that God will be with me as 
He is and has been my Constant and Unfailing Companion. 
Regards and love to all at Aliran. 

Yours 

-
(The above letter has been edited slightly for publication 
purposes- editor} 



THE WORLD 
REACTS 
International Opinion 
to ISA Detentions 

T 
he political repression of late 
October and early November 
mass !SA arrests, the suspen
sion of 3 newspapers and the 
ban on public political meetings 

~ has generated adverse reactions all over 
the world. Indeed. it has been alleged that 
in the last 30 years since Merdeka no 
other political issue has brought such a 
had name to the ~lalaysian nation. Our 
image is in tatters. The government's 
reputation has been tarnished. Some of 
our leaders have been heavily criticised 
for their actions. 

As a result oft his. some of our leaders 
arc very angry with international public 
opinion. They are angry with foreign 
newspapers and magazines. They are 
angry with international organizations. 
They accuse them of spoiling !\lalaysia "s 
good name. 

But there is no pmnt m getting angry. 
It is understandable why international 
reaction has been so unfavourable. Deten
tion \\ttlwut trLtl <tS provided for by 
the ISA ts wrong and unjust. The in
justice of it be.:nmes even more glaring 
when it is so apparent to everyone 
that the Ll\\ has been used to suppress 
legitimate democratic: dissclll. A lot uf 
people abroad know that the main 
purpose of the recent dett'ntion is to 
consolidate tltc pulttietl pnsition of 
certain pmn:r-holdcrs. 

lnstcad <Jl gctttng ;tnl.!r\' and scoldint: 
other people. let "s e\amin<' ourselves. 
recognise our miStakes and make amends. 
That ts what tile \\ tse ;tnd mature would 
du. 

The Aliran i\lunt h lv presents \;.ntuus 
aspects of inter national public opmion 
on recent repressive measures h) the 
government. 
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Newspapers and Magazines Reports 

A 
lot of newspapers and magazines 
in different parts of the world 
reported and analysed I he !SA 

arrests in particular for not just a day 
or two. but as long as a month! 

In New Zealand, fot: instance. the 
Do•niniun, the Herald and the Auckland 
Star all carried reports. In Australia, 
every major newspaper carried reports 
and some very good analyses. Indonesian 
and Thai newspapers, and newspapers 
and magazines in I long Kong like the 
s·outh b1ina Morning 'Post, 'the Hong 
Ko•1g Sta11dard, the Asian IVai/ Street 
Journal and the Far Eastern Economic 
Rcr·icw were very up-to-date with news 
anJ views on the arrests. So were Japa
m:se newspapers like the Shim bun. 
Ma'nchi Daill' .Vnn, Japan Times and 
the Dailr Yomiuri. 

l\ortlr American and West European 
news media also produced detailed 
rep.nts. The ,Vcw York Times carried 
more than a doten stories on the arrests. 
All lltalur British newspapers the 
Ob<enw, the Dai~v Telegraph, the 
Financial Times. the Times o( J.ondon. 
the Guardian and the h;depcndent 

Jrm·ided a lot of news. There was 
als<· some coverage in Dutch. French. 
West Cerman, Belgium. Swiss and Greek 
ne,,·spapers. 

We repruduL-e below excerpts from 
";(ime or those newspaper reports. 



' 
"The Government has turned Malaysia 

into a police state. They arrest anyone they 
like, ban anything they like. Nobody can 
question them. The reason is fear of being 
deposed. Democracy is dead in Malaysia. 
There is no way anyone can come out and 
tell the public what is happening here; there
fore I welcome people from outside. They 
come to see me all the time. I tell them. I 
fought to get independence for this country 
and my main aim is to ftght to restore demo
cracy." 

. ~ 
r--

THE TUNKU quoted in TIMES on Sunct.y 
(Australia) 29 November, 1987. 

"By these arbitrary acts of repression 
whose reach is widening every day, Prime 
Minister Mahathir Mohamad threatens to 
negate Malaysia's historical effort to create 
astable and fair-minded society." 

22 LEADING AMERICAN SCHOLARS 
ON SOUTHEAST ASIA in a latter to the 
New York Times, 30 November 1987 . 

"In our discussion Dr. Chandra was critical 
of both Government and Opposition politicians 
for exploiting the communal issue. He was 
also personally prophetic when he discussed 
what he saw to be the limitations of freedom 
and justice in Malaysia: "There are undoubtedly 
elements of freedom, you can't deny that. 
We describe this as fettered freedom, fettered 
detnocracy, but ultimately the question is tlili: 
How does the ruling elite see itself? Does it 
feel secure? Does it feel confident? If it doesn't 
then it will act out of a sense of insecurity 
which means it may decide to preserve its 
own position as best it can. If the group in 
power feels threatened, it's going to do away 
with the democratic process. It's going to 
lock people up, proclaim an emergency. Who's 
going to stop them?" 

CAMERON FORBES, Soua-t Asia 
Correspondent in The Age (Australia) 
30 November 1987. 

l 

"Despite the election victories, Dr. Mahathir 
has in the past few months been heavily criti
cized for his domineering leadership and for 
his economic policies. In the past three years 
Malaysia has suffered either slow economic 
growth or contraction. The premier's critics 
include a significant number of UMNO mem
bers ... Perhaps the biggest threat Dr. Mahathir 
faces is a legal suit filed by 11 UMNO dissi
dents ... " 

THE ASIAN WALL STREET JOURNAL, 
(Hong Kong) 16 November 1987. 

"Misalnya, mengapa baru sekarang kete
gangan rasial itu tampil ke permukaan setelah 
beberapa tahun sempat dipendam? Mengapa 
cendikiawan seperti Dr. Chandra Mu7;iiffar 
yang memperjuangkan perdamaian antarras 
dan agama di Malaysia juga dijebloskan ke 
penjara pada minggu-minggu panas ini?" 

KOMPAS (Jakarta), 9 November 1987. 

"Mahathir believed that only his harsh 
measures could head off a reprise of the 1969 
race riots that left hundreds dead. Yet as the 
crackdown progressed, it began to resemble 
an all-out assault on the Prime Minister's 
opposition". 

NEWSWEEK, 9 November 1987. 

"Political diversity flourished. Parliamentary 
elections take place regularly. The militarism 
of Indonesia and Thailand was avoided, and a 
host of professional and public interest groups 
foster a lively debate on national issues. Yet 
last week, Malaysia's political image was shatter
ed in an unexpectedly harsh and sweeping 
demonstration of the limits of dissent in 
Southest Asia." 

HONG KONG STANDARD, 4 November 
1987 

"Malaysia must export commodities, elec
tronics, autos and other products to survive. 
Moreover, the country needs many more 
foreign investors to bring technology and jobs 
to the nation. H political repression continues 
however overseas companies will likely choose 
Thailand or some other country instead of 
Malaysia as a production site." 

SOUTHEAST ASIA HIGH TECH 
REVIEW, November 1987 

... 

' ·.•. 
"It would be a tragedy if Malaysia, tradi· 

tionally one of Sou theast Asia's few demo
cracies, were to reverse the Southeast Asian 
trend towards political freedom and embrace 
instead the methods of dictatorship." 

THE AUSTRALIAN, 30 October 1987. 

10 

I 



Direct Responses 

A
part from reports in newspapers 
and magazines, international public 
opinion also expressed itself through 

letters and telegrams to the Malaysian 

"We are especially concerned with the 
arrest of Dr. Chandra Muzaffar, a respected 
supporter for justice and peace in Sri Lanka, 
and other members of Aliran who have dedi
cated their work towards promoting racial 
harmony and social justice." • 

MAHINDA SENEVIRATNE, Sri Lanka 

authorities. 
A fantastic number of organizations, 

groups and individuals from abroad made 
their views known on the recent assault 
upon Malaysian democracy. Again, it was 
a reaction that had no precedence in 
Malaysian political history. Those who 
responded included Ministers, Members 
of Parliament and Congress representa· 
tives, trade unions, leaders of public 
interest societies, human rights groups, 
consumer and environmental groups, 
church groups, academics and ordinary 
citizens. 

We. publish below a small sample of 
these responses. 

" ..• together with many of its citizens, 
the New Zealand Government has followed 
closely the events surrounding the recent 
detentions in Malaysia and has expressed its 
concerns about the detentions to the Malay
sian authorities through diplomatic channels 

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
New Zealand. 

"I have written to His Excellency Datuk 
Seri Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, Prime Minister, 
the High Commissioner of Malaysia in Welling
ton and the Attorney-General already on this 
matter and I would hope that t11ere will be 
many, many letters of concern around the 
world which will be helpful to seeing that the 
human rights of these people are. upheld ... " 

TREVOR YOUNG, MP for Eastern 
Hutt, Wellington, New Zeeland. 

Human Rights Campaign 

"We understand that a number of public 
figures and persons of high integrity who 
have nothing to do with politics and who are 
members of social organizations and academics 
involved in human rights, consumer, environ
mental, labour and socio~conomic movements 
including Dr. Chandra Muzaffar of Aliran, 
Meenakshi Raman, Legal Adviser for the 
Consumer Association of Penang, Dr. Nasir 
Hashim, Chairman of INSAN and Arioka 
Dass of Asian Workers Solidarity Link, have 
been arrested. Arbitrarily arresting people 
and detaining them without trial is a grave 
violation of basic human rights." 

KAL Y ANANDA TIRANAGAMA, General 
Secretary, Lawyers for Human Rights 
and Development, Sri Lanka. 

"We would like to express our shock and 
deep concern over the arrest of more than 
120 citizens representing people from various 
fields and the members of many prominent 
social organizations. The additional banning 
of meetings and closing of three newspapers 
raises our fears. 

Cooperation between Japan and Malaysia 
in various fields is deepening ~ur historical 
friendships. We believe that this friendship 
is based on our mutual belief m democracy 
and human rights as a fundamental value 
of our societies. Both our countries have 
protected these principles for many years. 

"I think everyone in Australia is most 
concerned at some of the present actions of 
the Malaysian Government and I will lend my 
support to various approaches made by the 
Australian Government and other concerned 
bodies." 

Your recent actions challenge these values 
in ways which raise our concern and change 
the democratic foundation of your society; 
our belief in the condition of democracy and 
human rights in your country is profoundly 
shaken.'' 

MATSUBARA MIHO Chair, Japan Con· 
earned Citizens of Mass Arrests in Malaysia. 

DAVID JULL, MP for Fadden, House of 
Representatives, Parliament of Australia 

"I have been most shocked to learn that 
Dr. Chandra is one of the persons detained, 
since he has been known in international 
circles for his efforts to bring at?out ethnic 
and religiou~ harmony both in his {)Wfi country 
and abroad, and his unstinting efforts for 
justice and a more humane society ... My 
personal contact with him only served to 
conftrm his reputation of moral rectitude 
and genuine concern for humanity. His many 
writings on Islam are also well known and 
have been welcomed as important contribu-
tions internationally. Being a sociologist in 
Pakistan, I have been interested in this field 
personally and know the respect accorded 
Dr. Chandra amongst the intemational com-
munity of academicians and scholars of Islam. 
This therefore adds to my distress at his being 
detained." 

FAR IDA SHAHEED, Lahore, Pakistan. 
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"There is considerable international con
cern over the arrests, as many of those arrested 
are well·known and respected throughout 
the world. I would like to express special 
personal concern over Chandra Muzaffar of 
the Aliran organization. He has lectured widely 
in this country, inclu<Ung ~t my .college and 
he· hai many friends and advisers in the UK. 
A gentle and courageous man, and a tireless 
worker who has devoted his life to supporting 
basic human rights, he is also severely handi· 
capped. .. " 

SIMON PUGH M.A. (Cantab), London, 
Member of the National Association for 
Teachers in Further'and Higher Education. 



"Whilst we appreciate that your government 
is attempting to defuse considerable tension 
inside the country, we are nevertheless con
cerned that representatives of socially con
cerned organizations have been detained, 
without any right to open trial. 

We are especially concerned to learn that 
two of our highly valued partners in Malaysia 
-· Brother Anthony Rogers and Ms Lim Chin 
Chin - are among the detained." 

CATHOLIC FUND FOR OVERSEAS 
DEVELOPMENTICAFOD) 

"In the last few days we have received 
urgent information concerning the arrests of 
Dr. Chandra Muzaffar, Ms Meenakshi Raman, 
Ms Chee Heng Leng, Mr. Tan Kah Kheng, 
Pastor James Lai, Brother Anthony Rogers, 
Ms Lim Chin Chin and Harrison Ngau. We are 
informed that their arrests were not ordered 
by a Judicial Tribunal and are now justified 
under the ISA ... " 

Director DIAKOMISCHES WEAK, 
Evangelical Church West Germany. 

"We have just heard that a dear friend 
and colleague, Chandra Muzaffar of Aliran, 
has been arrested under the Internal Security 
Act. This news has caused deep concern in all 
·of us. We urge your good office to let us 
know urgently the whereabouts and condi· 
tion of Mr. Muzaffar and sincerely hope that 
no harm comes to his person. We also appeal 
that he be tried in an open court of law and 
in accordance with international human rights 
standards." 

LOKAYAN (Delhi) 
PROF. RAJNI KOTHARI, PROF. D.L. 
SHETH, PROF. UPENDRA BAXI, Mr. 
HARSH SETHI AND MR. SMITHU 
KOTHARI 

"The International Commission of Jurists 
(ICJ) is particularly concerned to learn that 
a number of the detainees are representatives 
of social, consumer, environmental and other 
organizations working with the poor and 
disadvantaged who have made no racialist 
statements. This indicates that the Internal 
Security Act is being used impropeJly to 
silence critics under the guise of its preventing 
racial conflict." 

INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF 
JURISTS, Geneva, Switz:erland 

"Given the injustice of detention without 
trial, we urge your government to release all 
those detained without trial." 

SWISS CATHOLIC LENTEN FUND 
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"Dr. Muzaffar has been a source of inspira· 
tion and strength to us in our work. His inte· 
grity and commitment to the cause of humanity 
is exemplary. It is indeed a shame that the 
Malaysian authorities should have arrested a 
person of his calibre under the Internal Security 
Act. Knowing Dr. Muzaffar and the principles 
he stands for we are convinced his detention 
is totally unwarranted and unjustified." 

ASIAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, 
Hong Kong. 

"Committee to Protect Journalists deeply 
disturbed to learn of the closure of the English 
language daily Star, the Chinese language 
daily Sin Chew Yit Poh and the Malay language 
weekly Wotan. While we are mindful of the 
tensions in Malaysia, we furnly believe that 
neither the public's nor ultimately the govern
ment's interests are served by the suppression 
of information and opinion. As a non-partisan 
organization of journalists working to defend 
the rights of our colleagues and the public's 
right to know worldwide, we respectfully urge 
the three publications be reopened and all 
press able to operate freely." 

BARBERA KOEPPEL, Committee to 
Protect Journalists, New York 

O f course, the Malaysian public as a 
whole is in the dark about all 
these media reports and responses 

from abroad, mentioned above. What 
else can one expect when the local press 
has become totally subservient to the 
power-holders? 

The Malaysian public is also not 
aware that support groups for Malaysian 
ISA detainees have emerged in New 
Zealand, Australia, Hong Kong, Japan, 
Britain, Holland and other places. There 
have been well-attended public meetings 
in a number of world capitals to protest 
the detentions and political 'repression 
in Malaysia. Even demonstrations have 
taken place in cities such as Tokyo. 

Finally, Aliran appeals to the inter
national community to continue to 
persuade the Malaysian authorities to 
release all those detained under the 
ISA in the October-November swoop 
or put them on trial immediately. • 



STOP 
PRESS 

-

Once again, we are compelled to produce a stop press 
section at short notice. The public is hungry for analysis on 
the continuing "UMNO" saga. The daily newspapers and 
Radio and Television Malaysia (RTM) are extremely one
sided. In fact, there is active propagation of disinformation. 

As a responsible magazine, it is our duty to check this 
d.isinformation. Our frrst article is the English translation of 
a speech YTM Tunku Abdul Rahman made on the occasion 
of his 85th birthday. Very little, hardly anything, of the 
Tunku's speech has appeared in the newspapers. Though 
Aliran has some reservations about some of the points he 
has made, we have chosen to carry his speech in the interest 
of freedom of expression. Thjs section also included a pres:o~ 
statement and a commentary on various aspects of the UMNO 
saga presented by the Aliran Executive Committee. 

- Aliran Monthly 

We publish below an English Language translation of the Tunku's 
speech on the situation in UMNO delivered ,in conjunction with his 
85th birthday on 8 February 1988. 

' \ 
\ 

.) 
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UMNO'S 
ISFORT NE 

H 
y grateful thanks to Allah 
th:1t with His Blessings I am able 
to celebrate my birthday with 
so many of my friends from far 

and near. This large gathering is out of 
the ordinary compared to previous years. 

l am also touched that a sizeable 

number of those present are ''members 
of UMNO" who have lost their 
membersh1p not because they have 
been dismissed from the party or because 
they have resigned but because of the 
Court decision declaring UMNO an 
illegal organization. 

I do not know how such a th'mg could 
have happened causing UMNO, the 
biggest Malay party in the country which 
was at the helm of Government, to 
become an unlawful body. 

1 am sad and disappointed that UMNO 
which my colleagues and I had built and 



'' 
The situation 
today is saddening. 
People who have 
served and sacrificed 
for the party and 
the community are 
being alienated from 
UMNO. Leaders who 
have been elected 
by the members 
are being set aside 
without taking into 
account the feelings 
of their supporters. 

'' 

supported until it became a huge and 
powerful party, a party which for 42 
years the Malays depended upon to 
protect their well-being has suddenly 
been demolished and destroyed. 

During those periods when Dato Onn, 
Tun Razak, Tun Hussein and lied the 
party , unity and the party administration 
remained cohesive, though we too faced 
many obstacles and tribulations. All 
problems within the party from the 
least important to the most significant 
were resolved through discussions and in 
a peaceful manner. 

When I was Prime Minister and party 
President, I respected and adhered to 
the laws. Though UMNO was the party 
in power, UMNO was not exempt from 
the law. In our country, no one is exempt 
from the law. 

In this legal problem faced by the 
party, UMNO leaders had the power to 
rectify the situation. Why then did they 
allow the situation to develop this way? 
UMNO leaders could have advised the 
Government to act openly to overcome 
the problem by using its power under 
Section 70 of the Societies Act to 
exempt UMNO from Section 12 (3) 
and Section 41 and even from the Act 
as a whole if necessary. If this was done 
- eve.t if it was just before the Court 
proceedings - the UMNO which we 
cherish could have been saved. Why 
wasn't such a measure taken? Instead 
UMNO was deliberately allowed to be 
declared unlawful through the action 
of the UMNO lawyer himself? 

From what I have read in the 
newspapers, the lawyer of ''the eleven" 
appealed to the Court not to declare 
UMNO an unlawful society. But the 
eleven in UMNO are being criticized, 
condemned and accused of destroying 
UMNO. Actually it is not their fault. 
They have no J?Ower because they are 
not in power. They who have power are 
the leaders at the apex. lt is those with 
power that have destroyed UMNO. It 
is because they have become intoxicated 
with their power that they forgot to save 
UMNO. 

The situation today is saddening. 
People who have served and sacrificed 
for the party and the community are 
being alienated from UMNO. Leaders 
who have been elected by the members 
are being set aside without taking into 
account the feelings of their supporters. 
The attitude of vengeance goes beyond 
the dismissal of ministers. Even low
ranking officers and clerks have been 
victims of vengeance. Tough measures 
are also being taken against business 
people and every effort is being made to 
bankrupt them so that they cannot move 
and continue with their struggle. Banks 
that were established before to assist 
Malay traders are now being used to 
kill Malay entreprenuership. As if all 

this is not enough newspapers which 
tell the truth and are the real voices 
of the people have been banned. 
Newspapers that are allowed presently 
are just like Government Gazettes. 

The misfortune that has befallen 
UMNO is a cause of much 
disillusionment. But if we reflect 
deeply there is some good that has 
come out of this episode that has been 
destined to happen. Though UMNO has 
gone out of existence, when I look at 
all the faces here, it is obvious that 
the spirit of the UMNO struggle has 
not disappeared. 

Everyone is wondering what will 
happen to UMNO. J myself have been 
waiting for an answer . But until now 
there doesn't seem to be a solution. 
Thus, I am acting to revive UMNO, .., , 
in accordance with the peoples' wishes. 

Many UMNO members including 
party leaders who fought and toiled 
with me to develop UMNO have sought 
my help to save, rebuild and reunite 
UMNO. I wrote to Tengku Razaleigh 
asking him to do so. But, on the other 
hand, Tengku Razaleigh wanted me, as 
'Ba pa Malaysia', to lead the struggle 
to save and rebuild UMNO and to 
endeavour to unite all UMNO members 
and the Malay conununity. 

We should not forget that all this 
while UMNO has not only safeguarded 
the interests of the Malays but also the 
interests of all races. 

I ta'ke this opportunity to appeal to 
the entire Malay community especially 
former UMNO members and the leaders 
of the Malays and the party to reunite 
with a new spirit and resolution to 
re-establish our party with full 
realization, responsibility and honesty 
to continue the struggle of the Malays 
and to safeguard our religion and nation. 

I appeal to the Malays to avoid 
animosity amongst themselves, not to 
be vengeful or cruel towards each other. 
Leaders come and go, but UMNO must 
remain. Leaders must never ever relegate 
the interests of the people. If there are 
signs that a person's leadership is being 
questioned and he is disliked, he must 
immediately step down gracefully so 
as not to tarnish the good name of 
the party. 

1 hope none will cast aspersions upon 
this effort of mine and Tun Hussein 
Onn, that we would want to return to 
power. We know our capabilities. Our 
effort is only to sponsor the re
establishment of UMNO. I know I am 
an old man with failing eyesight. This 
may well be my last respon~bility. 

I pray to Allah that the Malays in 
particular and the people in general 
will continue to live together ln peace, 
tranquility and unity. 

Long live UMNO. 
Long Live Malays • 



Commentary on 
the U NO ·· Saga 

~e Malaysian public as a 
whole, and certainly the vast majority of UMNO members, 
are completely in the dark as to the full legal implications 
of UMNO's illegal status. 

This is true. People are in the dark because there has not 
been a single analysis in any newspaper of the full implications 
of the High Court decision to declare UMNO an unlawful 
society. Newspapers don't carry any analysis because the 
ex-LMNO leaders don't want them to. For if UMNO members 
knew the truth, they would be shocked. 

To start with, legally UMNO is dead. It cannot hold any 
activities, not even a sports function. It cannot hold meetings. 
It cannot publish its party organ. Its offices have to be closed 
down. Its buildings cannot be used for any party purpose. 
Its assets and liabilities would have to be surrendered to the 
official assignee. 

Even if the former leaders of the party attempt to revive 
the organization they will have to get a new name which could 
of course be a variation of the present 'l.iMNO'. The new 
'UMNO' will need a new symbol, a new flag. In other words 
even if a party emerges in place of the illegal UMNO, it will 
have to have a new identity. 

I f the legal implications are 
so serious why hasn't the Registrar of Societies taken action 
against the party? 

Since former UMNO leaders have made it quite clear 
that they are not going to appeal against the decision of 
Justice Harun Hashim of the Kuala Lumpur High Court, 
the Registrar of Societies should have proceeded to de
register UMNO officially in accordance with the Societies 
Act. We don't know whether she has done this already. If 
she has, a public statement to that effect should have been 
made. 

Together with the de-registration letter, she should have 
informed officials of the de-registered party of all the legal 
implications. The Registrar could have told them, for instance, 
that under 17 (1) (a) of the Societies Act "the property of 
the society shall forthwith vest either in the official Assignee 
or if any other officer be, by the terms of the order under 
Section 5, appointed by the Minister for the purpose of 
winding up the affairs of the society, then in such other 
officer." The Registrar could have also communicated to 
UMNO the nature of penalties which an unlawful society 
has to bear, as contained in Sections 42 to 47 of the Act. , 
It is not widely known that "any office-bearer and any person 
managing or assisting in the management of any unlawful 
society shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on 
conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding fJVe 
years or to a fme not exceeding ten thousand dollars or to 
both." (Section 42). 

At the same time, it would have been the duty of the 
Registrar to advise former UMNO officials on how a party 
made illegal by a Court and subsequently de-registered, can 
apply for registration. One would have thought that by 



now a Pro-tem Committee would have been established by 
those who were holding office at the time UMNO was made 
illegal and this committee would have applied for the 
registration of a slightly modified UMNO. 

Jf the series of events following the Court decision have 
not taken a sane, rational route, it is partly because senior 
civil servants, like the Registrar of Societies, are so afraid to 
apply the rules when it involves the power-holders. They are 
so subservient to their political masters. And yet this is a 
society where the Civil Service is supposed to be politically 
neutral where laws are supposed to be administered 
impartially! Theoretically at least, bureaucrats should feel 
confident enough to make decisions without fear or favour. 

When bureaucrats adjust to the whims and fancies of the 
political elites, the consequences are often disastrous. It is 
because bureaucrats dared not say 'no' to certain politicians 
that the Cooperatives scandal assumed such proportions. 
Similarly, if bureaucrats had been firm with certain political 
leaders the Bank Rakyat fiasco may not have occurred. "t , 

In the present UMNO crisis, if the bureaucrat concerned 
is prepared to act with courage and conviction, there may be 
less confusion and uncertainty. 

However the failure of the 
Registrar of Societies to act is, all said and done, a small 
matter. Perhaps, the real impediment to the resolution of 
the crisis is the attitude of the ruling elites. 

It is sad that since the beginning of the crisis all that Dr. 
Mahathir Mohamad and some of his colleagues in government 
seem to be interested in is shoring up support for the Prime 
Minister. As we have emphasised before, Dr. Mahathir's 
position as Prime Minister is not the issue. He will remain the 
lawful Prime Minister as long as he commands the support 
of the majority of the Dewan Rakyat. No one has illegalized 
his position as Prime Minister. It is UMNO that has become 
illegal. It is restoring the legality of UMNO in some form or 
other that should be the concern of the former UMNO elites, 
particularly its former President, Dr. Mahatbir Mohamad. 

Instead of focusing upon UMNO's illegal status which 
affects the political future of its 1.4 million members, the 
obsession is with the position of one man -an obsession 
which has no rational basis in the first instance. Of course 
there may be some other motive behind this highly publicised 
exercise of getting various groups inside and outside the 
Barisan to pledge undivided loyalty to Dr. Mahathir as Prime 
Minister. 

What is alarming is that in the process the legitimate fears 
and anxieties of 1.4 million members about their illegal party 
have been largely ignored. These members, many of whom 
are poor fishermen, farmers, rubber smallholders, petty 
traders, office-boys and clerks, have every right to know 
whether all their sacrifices on behalf of UMNO have come 
to nought. Let it not be forgotten that many of these 
ordinary people have been patiently paying their membership 
dues for decades. They want to be assured that the UMNO 
meetings and functions that they have been attending for years 
on end- in some instances for as long as 30 or 40 years-
will continue once everything is sorted out. They would like 
to have some idea of when, if ever, UMNO is going to be put 
back on the rails. 

A selfless leadership would be more concerned about the 
position of former UMNO members than with its own status 
and power. It will set aside the pursuit of its own glory and 
greatness and instead seek the happiness and well-being of the 
thousands who constitute "UMNO". By the same token, a 
genuine leadership will be honest enough to refrain from 
heaping aU the blame upon the UMNO 11 and their sponsors. 



0 f course the UMNO 11 and 
their sponsors cannot be exonerated from some of the blame. 
Power and ambition must have played some part in their 
persistent refusal to come to some compromise in the earlier 
stages. 

However, others must also be prepared to take a big chunk 
of the blame. If the insatiable ambition to achieve power at 
all costs is a problem, so is the unquenchable desire to cling 
on to power, whatever the consequences. Likewise, both the 
factions involved in the April 1987 party election allegedly 
used unscrupulous, unethical means to obtain votes. Each has 
accused the other side of cheating. 

It would be unfair to put all the blame on the UMNO II 
for yet another reason. For as we had observed in last month's 
Aliran, by sacking all his Cabinet Ministers from the rival 
camp, and allegedly victimizing others too, associated with 
his opponents, Dr. Mahathir may have forced the II and 
their sponsors to become more hostile, more defiant and 
therefore, less accommodative, towards him. 

It is also possible that the II became more determined 
than ever to go to Court when they realized that their 
complaint about irregularities in the UMNO polls was not 
attended to by the party's Secretary-General. As Justice 
Harun Hashim put it in the High Court, " lf the Secretary
General throws (the complaint) into a wastepaper basket, 
as he did before, how does if get to the Supreme Council?" 
Besides, the Supreme Council does not have a speciflc, 
established mechanism for handling grievances relating to 
party elections. 

The unwillingness of the former UMNO Secretary-General 
to give proper attention to complaints from certain groups 
within UMNO, is in fact part of a larger, more complex 
problem. The former UMNO leadership was not as willing, 
as it should have been, to listen to the grievances of the 
grassroots, to establish dialogue with members, to consult 
the party's elders on various challenges facing UMNO and 
the nation. When consultations and discussions within the 
party decline, disgruntled members are sometimes compelled 
to seek some other avenue for the expression of their 
unhappiness. This may be why the Il, backed by their 
sponsors, turned to the Courts for justice. 

Indeed, one should not be surprised that they sought a 
legal remedy. With better education and more exposure to 
world affairs, UMNO members, like many others in Malaysian 
society, have become more conscious of their rights. Surely, 
it is unfair to condemn individuals for becoming more aware 
of the workings of elections, the character of our Constitution 
and the aspirations of Parliamentary Democracies. 

This is why it makes no sense to argue that the ll should 
not have gone to Court since similar irregularities had occurred 
in the past and no one had complained. We must accept that 
people have become more sophisticated, and more important, 
that UMNO politics itself had become more competitive. 
Besides, a wrong is a wrong and it should be rectified, 
whatever may be the motives of the person pleading for 
justice. 

Even if we confined our analysis 
to the Court proceedings alone, it would still appear that the 
11 had no desire to see UMNO declared unlawful. 

In fact, the leading counsel for the 11, Raja Aziz Addruse, 
implored the Court not to declare UMNO illegal. The 11 
merely wanted the party polls to be declared invalid and 
fresh elections held. Raja Aziz made it very clear that he 
would like the Court "only to concentrate on the illegal 
branches" and not on the status of UMNO. 

It was Sri Ram, the leading counsel for UMNO, who sought 
to link both issues. Indeed, it was he who introduced the 
question of UMNO's legality into the hearing by drawing 
the attention of the Court to Section 12 (3} of the Societies 
Act which says that " Where a registered society established 
a branch without the prior approval of the registrar, such 
registered society and the branch so established shall be 
deemed to be unlawful societies". 

It is difflcult to understand why the lawyer for UMNO was 
not keen on se~ering the polls issue from the question of 
UMNO's legitimacy. 

W:t are we to make of the move 
by the Tunku and others ro register a party called "UMNO 
·Malaysia"? 

The Tunku has been very unhappy about the situation .., . 
in the country in the last few years. The October '87 episode 
made him even more unhappy. It was not just the detentions; 
the suspension of the STAR was a shattering blow. For it 
was the Tunku (who took over as Chariman of the newspaper 
in 197 4}, who was largely responsible for making the STAR 
a newspaper which someone once described as "the only real 
newspaper in Malaysia". In fact, people who know the Tunku 
well say he has been so deeply hurt by the total injustice of 
the STAR's suspension, that nothing will ever restore his 
trust and faith in the government of Dr. Mahathir Mohamad. 

As if the wound created by the STAR's suspension was 
not enough, the Tunku received an even bigger blow on 
4 February 1988. This was the High Court decision that 
UMNO is an unlawful society. This Tunku was simply 
devastated. 

For it was the Tunku, more than any other single 
individual, who made UMNO into a powerful, dynamic 
political movement. When he took over from the illustrious 
Dato Onn Jaafar, the party was in shambles, for almost the 
entire Executive Council had left together with Dato Onn. 
The Tunku travelled all over the country assisted by sincere, 
able lieutenants like Tun Razak, Tun Dr. Ismail, Dato 
Suleirnan, Tan Sri Khir Johari, Tun Sardon, and Ghaffar 
Baba to establish branches and divisions of the fledgling 
party. The Tunku, it is well known, sacriflced not only his 
time and energy but also most of his inherited wealth to 
build UMNO. He sold nearly all the land and houses he owned 
for a cause. For the UMNO of the flfties and early sixties 
was a financially poor party, without any of the luxurious 
buildings it owns today. 

The people have to appreciate the depth of the Tunku's 
personal sacrifice and the breadth of his struggle, to 
understand why he reacted the way he did to the sudden 
'death' ofUMNO. The Tunku knew (as his speech in this 
Stop Press section will show) that the root causes of UMNO's 
demise are not related to the Court action of the 'UMNO 11 ' . 
Party factionalism had become serious; the party had become 
a hunting-ground for opportunists and charlatans. The style 
of leadership had also changed. Discussions and negotiations 
were no longer valued. The spirit of accommodation and 
compromise was lost. It will be remembered that it was the 
Thnku who suggested 8 months ago that Dr. Mahathir should 
initiate a round-table conference to resolve the problem of the 
Court suit by the 11 and to curb factionalism within the 
party. The proposal was rejected. The Tunku felt that there 
was no magnanimity any more at the level of the UMNO 
leadership. Individuals were only interested in acquiring or 
clinging on to power at all costs. 

This is why when UMNO was declared illegal, the Tunku 
thought that he should move in to save the party from the rot 
that had set in. Together with some other fonner UMNO 



leaders, he decided to fonn a pro-tem committee with himself 
as the Chairman to apply for the registration of a party called 
"UMNO Malaysia". 

Altran feels that it was an unwise move. Normally, it is 
those holding office at that point in time when a society is 
declared unlawful, who are expected to lake the initiative 
in restoring the society's legality. It is, of course, true that in 
the ftrst few days, the UMNO leadership did hardly anything 
to rectify the situation. But what the Tunku and the others 
should have done is to keep on urging them to act. If they· had 
failed to move after a reasonable period of time, "VMNO" 
members could have been organized to compel their leaders 
to legalise the party. 

By moving first the sponsors of "UMNO Malaysia'' have 
hastened the danger of the eventual emergence <'r two 
UMNOs. Even if that does not happen, the attempt to 
establish a new party at this stage, will only serve to 
perpetuate factionalism. To make it worse, most of the 
individuals in "VMNO Malaysia'' appear to be from a 
particular clique within a certain faction. The Tunku's 
association with a particular clique will only hamper his 
own efforts to restore unity and harmony within the party. 

It would perhaps be best then if the Tunku decides not 
to pursue his idea of an "UMNO Malaysia" and instead 
endeavours to ensure that the registration of a new UMNO 
is in accordance with democratic principles and constitutional 
rules. 

Rally, as we reflect upon the 
UMNO crisis we cannot help but observe that i"t is full of 
ironical situations. 

This is quite true. Over the last 30 years the UM 0-led 
government has made all sorts of laws - S() much so that there 
is a joke in some circles that Malaysia is a "lawful" society. 
Now, suddenly, the party that created this "lawful" society 
has become unlawful. 

All these laws- the ISA, the Societies Act , the Industrial 
Relations Act. the Employment Act,the Trade l nion Act. the 
VVCA, the Legal Profession Act, OSA. the Publication Act. 
the Police Act are meant to curb and control others. Now. 
in an unexpected way, the party that has been trying to 
control everyone else through laws and regulations has been 
wiped out of existence by a particular law, a particular 
regulation. 

TI1ere is yet another irony. From the October 27 episode 
it is clear that the LM!\0-led government was tr) in g. to "ban .. 
all indivtduals and institutions which dared to question Its 
unquestionable wisdom. Thus, leaders of political parties and 
public interest societies were "banned" from playing their 
legitimate roles in society through the infamous lSA. 
Newspapers were ''banned" to prevent them from carrying 
dissident views. Even Judges were in a sense "banned" from 
doing their duty to truth and justice. And in the end 
what happened" UMNO itself gets "banned''! 

TI1at's not all. In the last few years various financial 
scandals and malpractices mvolving UMNO and its coalition 
partners, notably the MCA, have come to light. Though the 
immorality of the actions of certain leaders is so obvious, it 
has been very difficult to persuade the UMNO membership 
itself to evaluate their leaders on the basis of right and wrong. 
Even when they support leader X agamst leader Y it is not 
because of the burning moral questions involved in scandals 
such as BMF, UMBC, EPF, Makuwasa and UEM. Indeed, 
issues related to corruption and social greed have never been 
crucial in UMNO politics. 

It would not be wrong to say therefore that UMNO, 
especially in the last decade or so, has been without a strong 

ethical and spiritual foundation.lf anything, the money 
politics within the party and its myriad business operations 
have further sullied its image. From a spiritual point of view, 
an organi.L.ation without a moral basis, without ethical 
integrity, has no legitimacy. It has no right to exist. 

Declaring UMNO unlawful then is merely the legal 
expression of a moral illegitimacy which had already sapped 
the vitality of the party. 

UMNO members, and more important UMNO leaders, 
should reflect on this. There is a law of requital that we 
cannot escape. When we do wrong to others, it will rebound 
upon us, sooner or later. When we commit evil, we will have 
to pay the penalty. This is one of the eternal truths contained 
in all the great Scriptures. 

This is why, in the ultimate analysis, the question is not 
whether UMNO's legality can be restored . Can UMNO regain 
its morality? 

Aliran Executive Committee 
12 February 1988 -

Postscript 

The above commentary was written before Dr. Mahathir 
Mohamad announced that he and other former UMNO 
officials had launched a new party called "UMNO Baru •: 
The formation of "UMNO Baru, was announced on 16 
February 1988. We have therefore included a comment on 
"UMNO Baru ': 

• W. did Dr. Mahathir choose 
to form a "New UMNO" instead of going to Parliament to 
amend the Societies Act with the aim of making UMNO 
lawful again? 

From the standpoint of democratic principles. going to 
Parliament to amend the Societies Act so that unlawful 
UMNO can become lawful again would have been morally 
wrong. If this was one of the Prime Minister's concerns 
we would applaud his decision not to seek a Parliamentary 
solution. 

We are however doubtful that this was his consideration. 
For Dr. Mahathir and his Ministers have gone to 
Parliament on at least 3 occasions since 1983 to introduce 
retroactive legislation - in spite of public protests. The 
Petronas Act was amended retroactively in connection with 
the purchase of Bank Burniputra by Petronas; the 
Dangerous Drugs law was also amended in the same way 
and so was the I..:PF Act in relation to wages and allowances 
for hotel workers. 

It seems to us that the Prime Minister was reluctant to 
introduce retroactive legislation in the V~NO case for two 
reasons. One, though UMNO would have become lawful 
again, he would still have to hold fresh party elections. 
He may not be too happy with the idea. given the bruising 
experience of the April 1987 electton. 

Two, restoring the legality of the old UMNO would have 
meant contending with all his old foes again. For they 
will all still be in UMNO and may continue to question 
and challenge htrn. 

Considering these factors, Dr. Mahathir may have felt that 
it is better to register a new party. Both the disadvantages 
of going to Parliament can be taken care of. Indeed, with a 
new party he can not only weed out his opponents but can 
also ensure an election where he is not challenged. 



'' I do not believe that any 
man can lead who does not 

act, whether it be consciously 
or unconsciously, under 

the impulse of profound sympathy 
with those whom he leads -
a sympathy which is insight 

- an insight which is of the 
heart rather than of the intellect. 

'' 
Woodrow Wilson 

• Now that UMNO Baru has been 
launched, will UMNO and national politics return to 
normal? 

Since the sudden 'disappearance' of UMNO created an 
extra-ordinary state of affairs where the Coalition in 
power was without its leading partner, the return of 
'UMNO' is in the interest of order and political stability. 
It is good that the vacuum has been f!Jled. One hopes that 
it will lead to the normalization of UMNO and Malaysian 
politics. 

However, A !iran would be failing in its duty to the public 
if it docs not make certain observations. To start with, we 
are saddened by the manner in which UMNO Baru was 
formed and registered. The whole operation was done in 
cloak-and-dagger style. The former members were not told 
what moves were being made. The Assembly members and 
members of Parliament from the old UMNO were in the 
dark. A number of other former UMNO leaders were also 
not aware of what was being done to legalisc the party. 
Indeed former UMNO President and Prime Minister, Dr. 
Mahathir Mohamad hinted in his speech to the Barisan 
Nasional gathering at the Banquet Hall of Parliament 
House that a legal remedy might be sought. The impression 
given was that the Societies Act was going to be amended 
to help make UMNO lawful again. This was on 14 
February, one day after Dr. Mahathir had formed a pro-tem 
committee to register a new party called UMNO Baru. 

Though certain UMNO Baru leaders may defend this 
cloak-and-dagger style of setting up a new party as 
unavoidable, given the presence of another faction in the 
old UMNO which had announced the formation of 'UMNO 
Malaysia', they would do well to remember that UMNO, 
whether 'lama' or 'baru' is supposed to be a democratic 
party which upholds democratic principles. How can a 

party that believes in democracy adopt such an approach? 
A democratic party is expected to be open and honest 
in its communication with its members and the general 
public. A democratic party will use democratic means 
to achieve democratic ends. Besides, was there any need 
to be so secretive when the 'UMNO Malaysia' founders 
were totally open about their attempt to form a party? 

There is yet another aspect about the formation of UMNO 
Baru which is really quite disturbing. There is a strong 
suggestion of misuse of power on the part of the party's 
founders who are also leaders in Government. The speed 
with which UMNO Baru was registered must have 
astounded a lot of people. The application was submitted 
on Saturday 13 February, a half-day and approved on 
Monday 1 S February. While we appreciate the need for 
quick action , given the role and status of UMNO in national 
politics, instant registration of this sort makes one wonder 
whether the Registrar of Societies did in fact weigh and - , 
consider all aspects of the application as she is required 
to do. 

By the same token, did the Registrar give due consideration 
to the application from 'UMNO Malaysia"? The application 
was submitted to the Registrar on 8 February and rejected 
almost immediately, on 10 February, according to a certain 
newspaper. Doesn't that smack of indecent haste? Indeed, 
it is a pity that right through the UMNO crisis the Registrar 
of Societies has given the appearance of someone who is 
at the beck and call of her political master, of someone 
who is a mere pawn in the hands of some powerful 
chieftain. 

Though the manner in which UMNO Baru was established 
leaves much to be desired, Aliran hopes that the founders 
and supporters of "UMNO Malaysia" will not decide to 
challenge UMNO Baru, or the Minister of Home Affairs 
or the Registrar of Societies through Court suits and the 
like. It would be tactically wrong to do so for UMNO 
members and the public are a little tired of wrangles and 
squabbles of this sort. By all means, show the nation 
how the establishment of UMNO Baru had deviated from 
certain moral principles but it would be best to leave it 
at that. 

UMNO Baru founders, for their part, should be 
magnanimous and accommodative. They should accept 
all those who apply and are willing to uphold the 
Constitution of the new party. Loyalty to the Constitution 

and not loyalty to any particular individual - should be 
the only criterion for membership. 

If loyalty to a certain individual becomes the obsession of 
the new party, one can be sure that UMNO Baru will not 
take off. For such a concept of loyalty will breed suspicion 
and distrust. Those who are 70 or 80 per cent loyal will 
be distinguished from those who are I 00 or I 20 per cent 
Joyal. As time goes on, members and even other leaders 
will be required to continuously prove their unquestioning, 
undivided, unalloyed loyalty to a particular person. Those 
who do not measure up to that individual's exacting 
standard of loyalty will be balcklisted and then sidelined 
and finally expelled and even purged. This will breed 
sycophancy among many. It will breed fear among some. 
And among yet others, it will breed hatred of the great 
leader. An organization with such negative attitudes will 
never grow. It will remain weak and divided. 

Aliran is confident that the founders of UMNO Baru 
realize all this. We hope that they will be guided by the 
God-given values of mercy, grace and love as they build 
the new UMNO. 

19 February 1988 Aliran Executive Committee 
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A 
liran is astonished that the Registrar 
of Societies should write to UMNO 
asking the party to show cause 
why it should not be de-registered. 

UMNO has already been declared 
unlawful by a High Court. It has elected 
not to appeal against the decision. All 
that the Registrar has to do now is to 
infonn UMNO officially that its registra
tion has been cancelled and refer the 
party to Section 41(c) of the Societies 
Act. . The Registrar sb.Qull:i thell._spell 
out the penalties which an unlawfti( 
society will have to bear as provided for 
in Sections 42 to 47. She can also give 
guidelines to UMNO officials on how 
they can register a new party since 
Section 7 (3) (a) makes it very clear 
that a society that is unlawful can be 
refused registration. 

Aliran, like many other groups in 

the country, would want to see UMNO's 
position legalised. It is crucial to the 
stability of the Barisan Government. 
However, the legalization of UMNO's 
position should be done in accordance 
with principles and procedures embodied 
in the Societies Act and approved by 
Parliament. What the Registrar of Societies 
has done makes a total mockery of the 
rule of law. It is an affront to the autho
rity of the Judiciary. It creates the 
impression that a society like UMNO is 

- somehowabbve the law. Perhaps, this is 
what happens when the upper echelon 
of the Civil Service has been politicized. 
In this sort of situation, civil servants 
do what the politicians want them to 
do, even if their actions violate the very 
laws that the Government itself has 
formulated. 

11 February 1988 Chandra Muzaffar 

Julius Nyerere 



. AGM 

CHALLE GE 
& CHOICE 

W e publish below an excerpt from the speech delivered 
by Saudara Ariffin Omar, &s acting President of Aliran at the 11th Annual General Meeting of the 
movement on 13th December 1987. 

In the earlier part of his speech, Ariffin dealt with Aliran's achievements over the last 10 years 
and the adverse impact of the ISA detentions upon Aliran's role. He called upon members and 
the Malaysian public to respond with courage to the challenge posed by the repressive atmosphere 
created by the ruling elite. 

He went on to say . .. 

here is a price for every com
mitment. That price may be 
your personal liberty. Those 
who join because they believe 
in ALIRAN's ideals, value the 

freedom ALIRAN fights for and uphold 
justice based on spiritual values that is, 
values on which ALIRAN is founded 
- these members have enough resilience 
and courage to carry on with the struggle 
for the ultimate victory which we will 
achieve. Tyranny and oppression in any 
form will never last for human beings 
were meant by their Creator to be free. 

Concerning the future, there are two 
interpretations as to what may happen. 
One is that the repression which has 
been set into motion will go on and 
will affect all levels in Malaysian society. 
In short we may be witnessing the begin
ning of a dictatorial form of government 
which will have scant respect for human 
rights. In such a situation the legitimate 
opposition and open dissent which were 
being articulated by political parties, 
environmental groups, social reform 
groups - all of which operate within 
the law - will no longer have any rele
vance. 

These open and legal societies and 
organizations will be replaced by 
shadowy underground movements. As 
far as ALIRAN is concerned, we will 
continue to work within the law no 
matter how restrictive these laws are. 
We may not agree with the amendments 
that make restrictive laws more restrictive 

but we will continue to work within the 
law. 

The other interpretation and one that 
I adhere to is that this is just a temporary 
phenomenon and that with a possible 
change of leadership, this repression 
may come to an end. After all every leader 
for better or for worse imprints into the 
government the positive or negative 
qualities of his leadership. Here in Malay
sia we are undergoing such a phenomenon 
and we hope through some divine act 
of God that there will be a change for 
the better. For the past 30 years in 
Malaysia we have experienced and enjoyed 
some degree of freedom and democracy 
and we know that democracy is the 
political system that is best suited for 
Malaysia with its multi-ethnic popula
tion. 

Whatever decision or policy that is 
arrived at must be through frank and 
honest discussions as well as consensus 
in which the opinion of the minority 
is also given some consideration. For 
democracy to flourish an open system 
based on justice, goodwill, understanding 
and spiritual values is necessary. We in 
ALIRAN are pledged towards working 
for such a political system. 

This being the case, I come to the 
last point of this address which is that 
if we are to have this open, just and 
democratic system, we can't just sit 
back and pray for it to happen. Neither 
can we hope that through some immu
table historical law that this open, just and 
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democratic system will come into being. 
No - this will not happen. We ourselves 
will have to work and sacrifice for it. 
Therefore, if we have to ask ourselves 
from where do we begin, I would like to 
suggest that we must from now on wage 
an unceasing struggle against the Internal 
Security Act and other unjust laws 
that have curtailed individual liberties. 

For us there is no other option. If 
we arc to talk of reforming society, 
we must do away with laws that are 
unjust from the moral and spiritual 
point of view. In a matter of 13 years 
we will enter the 21st Century , Malaysia 
must move forward towards the ideal 
of a just and ethical society which many 
other nations are now on the threshold 
of entering. We just cannot afford to go 
back to the dark ages. I hope and pray 
that all ALIRAN members will come 
forward and play their role. 

In the present circumstances, you can 
appreciate how much solidarity and 
moral courage among members mean. 
Every ssnall act of assistance will be a 
deed to be remembered. We therefore 
call upon each and everyone of you 
to do your part in whatever way you 
can. Such trying times show up the 
moral fibre of men and women. In 
the final analysis this country will be 
what we, the citizens make of it. It can 
be an example of inter-ethnic harmony 
and universal tolerance and justice or 
it could be a hell on earth. 

• 



We also reproduce below a resolution 
adopted unanimously at the 11th Annual General Meeting of Aliran held on 13th December 1987 
at the Towne House Hotel, Penang. 

A !iran notes with deep regret that 
since October 27th 1987 the 
Internal Security Act (ISA) has 

been used to detain a total of 106persons 
without trial, notwithstanding the fact 
that to date a total of 44 have been 
released. 

We note with grave concern that 
among those who continue to be detained 
are Aliran President Dr. Chandra 
Muzaffar and two Aliran members 
namely. Theresa Lim Chin-Chin and 
Brother Anthony Rogers. 

We note also that the reasons given for 
the detentions include a desire to avert 
imminent conflict in the country by 
detaining those who have supposedly 
raised inter-ethnic and religious tensions 
and that groups have abused liberalism. 

In view of the above; 

Aliran re-affirms: 
• That detention without trial is inhe

remly unjust for it denies a persons 
basic right to defence in a fair and 
open court. 11ze injustice is com
pounded by attempts to undertake 
im·estigations through inte"ogation of 
detainees who must be regarded as 
subject to duress under conditions of 
detention without trial. 

• 11zat Dr. Chandra Muzaffar, Lim Chin 
Chin and Anthony Rogers are citizens 
whose principles and sentiments on 
ethnic relations and human rights are 
beyond reproach and doubt. Nothing 
can be further from the truth than to 
suggest that these individuals have 
done or said anything with the inten
tion of creating ethnic disharmony or 
general instability. The whole ideals 
and multi-racial aspirations of A/iran 
have been explicitly set on record 
through the numerous writings and 
speeches of Dr. Chandra in particular. 
His passionate advocacy of harmony 
and common spiritual values, righteous
ness and humanity has invited commit
ment from Malaysians of all races 
including Lim Ozin Chin and Anthony 
Rogers. They number among the few 
Malaysians who have openly advocated 

or associated themselves with the ideal 
of lzamzonious multi-ethnic co-exis
tence bonded in a common humanity. 
17Ieir detention amidst the larger 
pretext of attempting to avert racial 
confli~t remains a stark incongruity. 

• That tlze sacred commitment to the 
humble pursuit of the higher path of 
conscience, the distinction between 
right and wrong and the duty to stand 
for truth remain cornerstones of 
A/iran s existence. For this reason 
we vigorously reject the injustices of 

capitalism anJ the ideology of com
munism. We an: beholden to neither 
labels nor to ideology. 

• That the recent wave of detentions 
without trial and the events which 
led up tu it have demonstrated graphi
cally the importance of checks and 
balances against abuses of authority. 
It has reiterated the perennial impor
tance of truth and justice and the 
fragility of such principles. We re
affzrm our faith in these principles 
as we face the future. 

Aliran registers: 
• Its strong condemnation of the recent 

/SA imprisonments without trial. 
• Its strong condemnation of the conti

nued unjustifiable detentions of its 

President Dr. Chandra Muzaffar and its 
members Theresa Lim Chin Chin and 
Br. Anthony Rogers. 

• Its abhorence of investigation of de
tainees through inte"ogation under 
duress while imprisoned without trial. 

• Its deep concern that the detentions 
are but a prelude to mounting autho
ritarianism as amply shown by recent 
amendments to the Printing Presses 
and Publications Act and the Police 
Act as well as the closure of three 
newspapers. 

AJiran therefore calls upon: 
• The government to either 

a) Release immediately and uncondi
tionally Dr. Chandra Muzaffar, Lim 
Chin Chin and Br. Anthony Rogers 
and the remaining 59 detainees. 

OR 
b) Immediately refer specific charges 

against the detainees in an open 
coun of law in order that they be 
restored their right to defence; in 
the meantime in keeping with 
Islamic values to refrain from de
faming the character of the de
tainees with unsubstantiated allega
tions. 

• The government to repeal the Internal 
Security Act. 



. Wadi lsmandar u n e q u a I 
Even In Death 

Extract from a story whose author has spent seven years in detention without trial. 

Wadi Ismandar, 46, is a writer and 
radio journalist. On 16 October 1980 
be was arrested and held without charge 
or trial in ai-Qala'a civil prison in Da
mascus. Prior to his arrest he had been 
working for Syrian Radio as a programme 
presenter in the Hebrew Section. He 
is the author of many children's books, 
plays, short stories and novels, including 
a no\-el, al-Libish*, published in Lebanon 
in 1973 (Beirut: Dar a1 Masira). He is 
married and bas three children. 

In Syria, censorship and the systematic 
monitoring of the written word are 
openly practised by President Hafez-AI
Assad's Ba'-athist regime. This control of 
ideas and information is reinforced by 
'official' writers and journalists whose 
work serves no other pwpose than to 
reflect the government's views. Any 
independent Syrian journalists and wri
ters wishing to challenge the govern
ment's version do so at considerable 
personal rick. Journalists who have 
written articles deemed to be critical 
of the government's policies have been 
detained without charge or trial, or 
have disappeared or have been assa
sinated. In recent years, many Syrian 
journalists have been arrested and accused 
of having links with outlawed political 
parties, and thdr writings have been 

permanently banned. As for those jour
nalist and writers who have been forced 
to leave the country and who yet choose 
to continue to write about events taking 
place there, they have experienced 
harassment from agents of the Syrian 
government. Many keep their identities 
and whereabouts secret. OccasionaUy, 
the work of these writers does make its 
way back into Syria - but aU too often 
the authorities succeed in confiSCating 
this 'dangerous' literature. 

K 
halid felt grieved on behalf of 
his father who had died 
deprived of everything. He 
had loved children but had 
only been blessed with one. 

He had dreamt of his son becoming a 
teacher, of building another room in the 
house and of living in harmony with his 
wife. But none of it had come true. Kha
lid did not become a teacher and the 
room was not built. He had sold his fish
ing boat and tackle before leaving for the 
outskirts of the capital and his life with 
his wife was full of discord and he had 
turned to violence. 

'What sort of life is this for a human 
being?' 

Khalid searched his pocket for a 
smoke. He lit a cigarette, feeling discon
tented from the weight of his thoughts. 

'Damn this araq*. It always brings 
back memories.' 

Khalid began humming to himself a 
song which his father had loved. A stream 
of images of his father's life passed before 
him like a rapid fllm strip. He saw him 
laugh and sing. He watched him slap his 
mother and heard his dry cough. He saw 
him fishing and heard him worrying 
about lack of money. He felt his kisses on 
his face. And when he saw him being 
carried on the seamen's shoulders, the 
humming stopped and tears streamed 
from his eyes. 

'Abu Khalid Salah Al-Birri is being 
buried after prayers in the Sultan Ibra
him Mosque today.' 

In the streets, a blind man announced 
his father's death to the townsfolk. But 
out of twenty thousand, only thirty 
fishermen attended the funeral. Passers
by and shopkeepers gazed at the cortege 
and, from the smell of fish, realised that 
some fisherman or other had died. They 
contented themselves with shaking their 
heads but none of them took the trouble 
to walk in the procession or to help carry 
the coffm. 

'The scandals of the rich or the death 
of the poor are never heard of.' 

'Look at the townsfolk. I swear, if we 
were walking in the funeral procession of 
a fish, they would all be helping to carry 
the bier and praying over it.' 

'Everyone appreciates fish but no-one 
appreciates the flshermen.' 

Khalid overheard dozens of comments 
from the seamen's mouths during the 
funeral, but it took a long time for him to 
realise what they meant. 

'Even in death, people are not equal.' 
Khalid was not of an age to understand 
them when his father died. But he did 
secretly wonder, when the prayers were 
over and they again carried him shoulder 
high, why they had not buried him in the 
graveyard immediately behind the Sultan 
Ibrahim Mosque. The effendi* graveyard 
was an oasis full of jasmine and a multi
tude of flowers where the dead had 
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plenty of space, each grave with its own 
border. Their tombs were of marble, 
adorned with engravings and Quranic 
verses and blossoms. It made one long for"" , 
death. His father's cortege passed along
side this graveyard without anyone 
daring to stop, or even so much as look at 
it. It went on its way to another grave
yard, frighteningly vast. Here the graves 
were so crammed that they almost 
formed one grave, as though the dead no 
longer stood on ceremony, each grave 
resting its shoulder on that of its nej~
bour so that they appeared like a group 
of weary people exchanging their woes. 
In that graveyard, Khalid felt, his father 
would be among people he knew. His 
neighbours in the soil were a seller of 
cheap sweets and Abu Ali the baker and 
Sailor Hassan and pious old Umm 
Mahmud and some women whose graves 
were bare. 

'Who made some people to be above 
others?' 

The previous year, the whole town had 
come out for the funeral of Kamil Effendi 
and in the very same period, no more 
than twenty seamen had come to that of 
Sailor Sa'id. 

'It's a strange old world. Kamil Effendi 
used to eat people and Sailor Sa'id used 
to feed them And what was the result?' 

Khalid briefly compared himself with 
Hassan, Kamil Effendi's son; girls, Cadil
lac, palace, and vast land as opposed to 
ugliness, cold hard nights spent fishing, 
and people's gossip. 

'His father left him rich, but me ... .' 
He almost let out something like a 

laugh, feeli.Rg that the world was upside 
down; that everything in it was out of 
orbit; that it was in need of a jolt, the 
nature of which he did not know, to 
return things to their original state in 
which people would be equal in where 
they lived, in what they ate, in what they 
wore, as well as in death. • 

• ol-Libish is the local nome for a south
westerly wind which blows off the coost of 
Syria, which influences when fishermen CtJn 
go out. Aroq is an alcoholic drink. Effendi is 
a title of respect given to the rich. 

Translated by Shirt.y Ebw. Reproduced from 
Index o n C...,rship 1987: 16 (6) 



Alternatives 

Women, 
Religion 
and the 
Alternative 

Religious revivalism in the ultimate analysis denies the woman total personal 
development. 

Women stand to lose in role and status in the wake of Islamic revivalism 
and revivalism in other religions, warns CHANDRA MUZAFFAR. He calls 
for a new society to defend the right of women to realise their humanity. 

W
omen in Malaysia should 
be concerned about their 
future. The conservative 
nature of Islamic reviva
lism and revivalisms within 

other religions, the decline of the econo-
my and the subsequent pressure upon 
jobs and the government's new popula
tion policy could all generate negative 
impaGts upon the status and role of 

women in society. Of the three factors, it 
is religious revivalism that is the most 
significant simply because it is so closely 
interwoven with the direction in which 
society as a whole seems to be moving. 

Women - especially Muslim women -
have been responding to religious reviva
lism in three ways. A number of them 
have chosen to adjust to the dictates of 
religious revivalism by changing attire and 
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behaviour. Yet others do not want to 
face up to revivalism and try to avoid 
coming to grips with its implications by 
ignoring the challenge. A third group has 
sought to defend what it sees as the inte
rests of women and society from a pers
pective which has been described as 'secu
lar' and 'western'. 

The 'Western' perspective lacks suffi
cient credibility to emerge as a serious 
challenge to the conservative view of 
women. Besides, the crisis in the family 
and in sexual roles in the West raises 
important questions about the usefulness 
of that perspective as an alternative. 

Trying to run away from revivalism is 
not a solution either. For it is a trend tha( 
shows every sign of getting stronger and 
stronger. On the other hand, justifying 
and rationalising the revivalist concept of 
women is going to do immense damage to 
society as a whole. For, in the ultimate 
analysis, it denies women the scope and 
space to develop into total, complete 
human beings. It places them in a subser
vient, secondary position. This does not 
mean that there is no merit at all in the 
revivalist concept of women for it may be 
a reaction - however inadequate - to 
some of the pitfalls in thestatusofwomen 
in comtemporary western society. 

What is urgently needed now is the 
evolution of yet another perspective on 
women rooted in a progressive concept 
of religion. Such a concept willl not only 
have considerable credibility from a reli
gious standpoint but will also be in har
mony with modern knowledge and 
modern society. It will therefore have a 
better chance of establishing itself as a 
serious alternative to the existing reviva
list view of women. 

PERENNIAL CORE 

The progressive perspective on religion 
is derived from its perennial core. It is the 
essence of religion. It is this perennial 
core that embodies a religion's ideas on 
the meaning and purpose of life, on what 
death signifies, on what the human 
being's mission on earth is, on the sort of 
eternal, universal values that should guide 
human action and so on. As far as this 
perennial core is concerned, there is no 
distinction between man and woman. 
Both male and female need freedom, 
both male and female should enjoy 
equality, both male and female are re
quired to seek justice. Similarly, faith and 
trust, love and loyalty, compassion and 
concern, discipline and diligence, mo
desty and chastity are cherished attri
butes which both men and women should 
possess. In other words, in her spiritual 
journey on earth, the woman shares an 
equal role, bears an equal responsibility 



with the man. 
However, while there is equality bet

ween the sexes, the perennial core of 
religion also recognises sexual differentia
tion at the physiological level. The 
physical and some of the temperamental 
differences are necessary to ensure a 
complementary relationship between the 
sexes and to establish the wholeness of 
the human family. This is why it is often 
said that in religion there is equality, not 
uniformity, in the relations between the 
sexes: This also explains why the peren
nial core in religion repudiates the notion 
of a unisex society. 

At the same time, it acknowledges the 
importance of sustaining the special spiri
tual bond between mother and child -
especially in the latter's formative years. 
It is this bond, linked in turn to the 
sacredness of life and the creativity of 
birth, which endows the mother with her 
privileged position in the philosophies of 
all the major religions. This life-generating 
activity is also part of the explanation for 
the significance of the family. More than 
that, the family in itself as the basic unit 
of society, is regarded as a crucial trans
mitter of those eternal, spiritual values 
which perpetuate human civilisation. 

The question now is how does one 
arrive at this perennial core in religion? 
Tluee closely related processes are involv
ed. First, there has to be sincere, serious 
reflection on the underlying meanings, 
the fundamental philosophies contained 
in the great religious doctrines. For ins
tance, in the case of the Quran it is only 
through reflection that we will under
stand that the vicegerency of God (Khali
fah Allah) devolves upon both man and 
woman. Both man and woman must 
strive with equal ardour to achieve the 
Unity of God (Tauhid) in the unity of 
humankind through the abolition of eth
nic and class dichotomies. 

Second, just as we examine the under
lying meanings of the great religious 
teachings, so should we study the great 
doctrines from a socio-historical stand
point with a view to distinguishing the 
contextual from the eternal, the periphe
ral from the perennial, the particular 
from the universal. If such distinctions 
are made property laws in the Quran and 
female rights of inheritance for instance 
will not be put in the same category as 
'Tauhid' or the human being's position as 
'Khalifah Allah'. 

Third, to reinforce further our separa
tion of the contextual from the eternal 
we should test both against those social 
realities which have expressed themselves 
through the ages. These realities will 

. reveal, without any doubt, that all reli
gions contain many injunctions and rules 
which are conditioned by the social envi
ronment. For that reason they may not 
be applicable to present-day circumstan
ces. This is very true of the status of 

women in particular since male political 
and legal dominance has been a characte
ristic of most of human history. 

At the same time, by weighing the 
doctrines against social realities we will 
show that truth, honesty and justice are 
indeed eternal values which have accom
panied the human being in all climes and 
in all ages - though in different forms 
and in varying modes. 

However, this perennial core which 
constitutes values, social principles and 
general guidelines cannot furnish us with 
the actual apparatus for social transfer· 
mation. Hence the need to create those 
structures which will give greatest mean
ing to the perennial core: Of course, the 
transformation has to be a total, wholistic 
process which we cannot discuss in depth 
at this point. Of those proposed struc
tures of change the following would be 
most relevant to women. 

The creation of medium-sized·political 
and administrative communities - prima
ry communities - which will be the 
foundation of the life of the nation. In 
such communities, it will be easier for 
women and men to provide tangible 
meaning to those values which lie at the 
perennial core. After all, it is in 
moderately-sized 'grass-roots' communi
ties that values like love and compassion 
come alive! 

Given their closer relationship to 
homes and families, such communities 
will also enable women to play active 
roles in politics and administration. It is 
no coincidence that in history it was 
when political communities were small 
and cohesive that women enjoyed greater 
public prominence. What is equally signi
ficant is that it is in such communities 
that democratic involvement and egalita
rian diffusion of power can be brought 
into fruition. 

The political and administrative 
framework will be aligned to the nature 
and scale of economic production. With 
the primary community as the basis of 
living, economic activities will revolve 
around the community and for that 
reason, there will be a preponderance of 
small and medium-sized units of produc
tion. Such units will provide women with 
the flexibility to mediate between work 
within the home and work outside the 
home. Also, as has been proven over and 
over again, small and medium-sized units 
increase the scope for autonomous ma
nagement. They also tend to be more 
productive (on a per unit basis), more 
effective and less wasteful of e_nergy and 
raw materials. This is yet another proof 
of the indisputable fact that what is good 
for women is also good for the economy 
and ecology . 

This does not mean however, that 
there should be no huge, complex econo
mic organisations. Such outfits will also 
be necessary for the development of a 
progressive society. Nonetheless, it should 
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be emphasised that they too should be 
managed on a de-centralised basis allow
ing for as much autonomy as possible at 
various levels. 

For the primary community-based 
economy of this sort to succeed, there 
must also be the right type of technology. 
It must be technology that reduces dull, 
monotonous work within and without 
the home. At the same time, it must en
hance human intelligence and utilise phy
sical labour in a creative manner. Such 
technology which seeks to improve the 
quality of work both inside and outside 
the home will be of special significance 
for women. 

It will also have a tremendous impact 
upon the pattern of work in society. • 
Given the primary community, with its 
political structure, economic activities 
and technological apparatus, women and 
men will find it less of a burden to divide 
time adequately between the home and 
the community. In this connection, it is 
important that men do their equal share 
of work at home. There would be no rigid 
barrier dividing home from the primary 
community for each wi11 adjust to the 
other as far as the demands on time go. 
Since the concept and meaning of work 
itself would have undergone a transforma
tion in such a setting, hou~ework would 
have acquired the sort of S•)Cial prestige 
that it lacks now. 

However, for work to atquire a new 
meaning, the institutions v·hich defme 
the value of work presently will have to 
be transformed completely. The produc
tion system and the bureaucr<~cy that ma
nages it (as in communist states)- must 
cease to be the determining force behind 
work; instead it must become a means 
which enables the human being to deve
lop his humanity through work. Similarly, 
the market with its emphasis upon the 
maximisation of profits (as in capitalist 
states) must no longer be the decisive 
factor that controls the character of 
work; it must be replaced by a system 
where the value of work is determined by 
a human being's material and spiritual 
needs. It goes without saying that for 
such a system to evolve its economic, po
litical, cultural and intellectual resources 
should be in the hands of the community 
as a whole. 

ALTERNATIVE SOCIAL ORDER 

It is apparent then that only in a new 
society - in an alternative social order -
can women discover the true meaning of 
the perennial core of religion. In other 
words, for the progressive conception of 
women in religion to sustain itself, there 
has to be an alternative social order. This 
is why, women, as a gender, must strive 
for an alternative society - for therein 
lies their hope for a better tomorrow. 

Of course, the religious revivalists 



will dismiss the alternative society envi
saged here as something that is far remov
ed from religion. They will argue that it 
has nothing to do with the position of 
women embodied in the religious doc
trines. We must counter them by point
ing out that the reason why they do not 
understand the progressive view of 
women is because they have a static, 
superficial attitude towards religion itself. 
They do not realize that religion must 
evolve from age to age so that its funda
mental truths, its eternal values will 
emerge as dynamic forces in a constantly 
changing world. A few examples will 
serve to illustrate this point. 

For the religious revivalists modesty 
and chastity among women depend large
ly upon their attire. For the progressive 
elements, on the other hand, these are 
values which have to be internalised, 
which express themselves in the actual 
interaction between the sexes. Modesty is 
not upheld by keeping the sexes apart. It 
is only when the sexes have the freedom 
to intermingle and yet manifest attributes 
of modesty and chastity in their relations 
that we can say that these are real, living 
values. · 

An analogy will help to reinforce the 
argument. ln the distant past, people 
regarded nature as sacred but thought 
that the sacredness inhered in the forces 
of nature themselves. This sometimes re
sulted in an irrational relationship with 
mountains and trees and stones and the 
like. Today, there are many individuals 
who see sacredness as part of the divinity 
in the human being and therefore espouse 
the importance of a sacred relationship 
with nature. The end product is a more 
protective attitude towards nature which 
is at the same time rational and humane. 

This evolution in the idea of sacred
ness is what one means by the evolution 
of religion. We must allow and encourage 
spiritual ideas to develop in this manner 
if religion is to be a progressive force in 
our lives. 

By the same token, in education, it is 
not separate schools and colleges for 
males and females which is the central 
issue, as the revivalists would have it, but 
whether the schooling system itself is 
capable of educating people in the real 
sense of the word. This is an important 
question in religion for religion has always 
proclaimed that its aim is to develop the 
human being, to make him truly educated. 
And yet the empirical evidence from 
throughout history indicates clearly that 
formal education has not really succeeded 
in inculcating ethics. How do we then, 
through education, make human beings 
more loving, more caring, more thinking? 

At a more concrete level, surely the 
problem of overcrowded classes, poor 
teaching, malnourished pupils, the decline 
of professional stand::rds and the absence 
of a learning atmosphere are far more 

crucial to the future of Malaysian educa
tion than separate schools for males and 
females. For in the ultimate analysis, the 
inability to develop total human beings 
means the inability to realise the spiritual 
essence of the human being which is what 
religion is all about. 

Similarly, in an area like health, it is 
foolish to be obsessed with 'religiously
correct' uniforms for nurses when there 
are so many serious challenges that have 
been left unattended to. Isn't it spiritually 
more important to ensure that the poor 
are given proper medical care, that 
everyone has access to good health, 
that medicine is not corrupted by the 
quest for unlimited profits? 

ln the same vein, why should the reli
giOUS revivalists be so much agamst 
women holding public office when their 
real concern should be the integrity, the 
wisdom, the compassion of our public 
office-holders irrespective of whether 
they are male or female? Shouldn't the 
revivalists ask whether our leaders are 
really accountable to the people, whether 
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ordinary people are able to exercise con· 
trot over their own political destinies? 
Aren't these spiritual concerns? If the 
ultimate purpose of religion i~ to enable 
every human being to live like a human 
being, isn't denying people the right to 
shape their own futures, an act of de· 
humanisation, a sacrilegious deed? 

From various examples given, it is only 
too apparent that the revtvalist concept 
of women is not only an injustice against 
women. it 1s also a travesty of the truth 
that religion embodies. Indeed by deny· 
ing women their humanity, the revivalists 

· have de-spiritualised life uself. 
We should not allow life to be de

spiritualised in this way. This 1s why both 
women and men must be prepared to 
defend the right of women to realise their 
humanity. f-or in the end what is at stak.e 
is the right of all of us to be truly human. 
If we do not have the courage to commit 
ourselves to this challenge we would be 
condemned forever as the consorts of 
cowardice. 

• 



KESELAMATAN NEGARA 

An tara 
Demokrasi 
dan 
Keselaamatan 
Negara aAHAGIAN .. 

Demokrasi, kata para pemimpin negara, harus diselaraskan dengan persekitaran Malaysia. 
Oleh itu, demokrasi secara Westminster tidak dapat diamolkan. Setakat ini, pamimpin
pemimpin kita belum menjelaskan apa yang dimaksud dengan demokrasi ala Malaysia. 
Dengan mengkaji keadaan politik yang wujud sejak satu dasarwarsa yang lalu, DR. 
CHANDRA MUZAFFAR mengkritik konsep demokrasi yang mengenakan beberapa 
sekatan terhadap Parlimen, parti·parti politik, media massa dan lain-lain. Apakah 
menghancur kebebasan begini akan menjamin kestabilan? 

Seperti kumpulan-kumpulan sosial 
yang lain, pengarang-pengarang akhbar 
mungkin keberatan membahaskan scsuatu 
persoalan kerana takutkan Akta Kesela· 
matan Dalam Negeri (ISA), yang mem
benarkan kerajaan menahan seseorang 
itu tanpa pembicaraan ma}1kamah. Ke. 
semua sekatan-sekatan ini memperlihat
kan sifatnya demokrasi di Malaysia. 
Demokrasi ala Malaysia sebenarnya ada
lah 'demokrasi terkawal' - demokrasi 
yang dikawal oleh golongan elit untuk 
kepentingan mereka. Demokrasi terkawal 
ini mengekalkan institusi-institusi demo
krasi seperti parti-parti politik, Parlimen 
dan perbahasan Parlimen sebagai simbol· 
simbol yang tidak bererti langsung dari 
segi kenyataan. l ni dapat diibaratkan 
sebagai keadaan di mana kulit dikekalkan 
tetapi isi dikikiskan. Inilah hakikatnya 
di beberapa negara Dunia Ketiga yang 
kononnya mengamalkan demokrasi. 

Pihak pemerintah sering berhujah 
bahawa sekatan-sekatan dan kawalan· 
kawalan itu perlu untuk menjaga demo
krasi di Malaysia. Kononnya inilah 
cara paling baik untuk mengekalkan 
demokrasi. Menurut pemimpin-pemimpin 
nega1a, salah satu faktor utama yang 
mengharuskan demokrasi terhad dalam 
bidang-bidang tertentu adalah 'ancaman 

pergerakan komunis'. 
Sudah tentu, kegiatan-kegiatan mereka 

yang ingin mencapai perubahan politik 
melalui keganasan harus dibendung. lni 
kerana hidup matinya sistem demokratik 
bergantung kepada kesanggupan rakyat· 
nya mematuhi beberapa peraturan· 
peraturan asas. Antara peraturan-peratu
ran yang penting adalah penerimaan 
gesaan dan rayuan (peaceful persuasion) 
sebagai pendekatan yang sah kepada 
perubahan politik. 

Namun begitu, gesaan dan rayuan 
bergantung kepada beberapa pra-syarat. 
Pertarna, kemungkinan berlakunya per
ubahan tanpa keganasan mesti diyakin· 
kan. Rakyat jelata perlu diyakinkan 
bahawa parti yang memerintah dapat 
digantikan melalui cara-cara ._demokratik. 
Adalah menjadi tanggungjawab pemimpin
pemimpin sendiri untuk membuktikan 
kepada orang ramai yang mereka tidak 
akan menghalang perubahan ini. lni 
dapat dilakukan secara memberi peluang
peluang yang secukupnya kepada mereka 
yang mempeljuangkan perubahan agar 
dapat mereka sampaikan pandangan
pandangan mereka kepada umum. 

Kedua, dalam usaha mengawal politik 
keganasan, pihak kerajaan perlu berhati
hati agar nilai-nilai demokratik tidak 
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teljejas. Mereka yang dianggap ancaman 
kepada keselamatan negara harus dibawa · 
ke muka pengadilan. Adalah tidak benar 
bahawa pembicaraan terbuka akan meng
ancam kepentingan negara. Terdapat 
negara-negara yang membenarkan mereka 
yang dituduh anasir subversif dan peng
khianat negara mempertahankan diri 
dalam mahkamah. Keadaan sosial negara
negara tersebut terus kukuh dan mantap. 

Lebih penting, harus kita sedar bahawa 
keselamatan tidak dapat dicapai semata
mata dengan memperketatkan undang
undang. Vietnam sebelum 1975 dan 
Nicaragua dan Iran sel:ielum 1979 telah 
cuba mempastikan 'kemantapan' dan 
'keselamatan' negara dengan menyekat 
kebebasan politik rakyat. Namun derni- ~ · 
kian, pemimpin-pemimpinnya diguling
kan. Sesungguhnya, undang-undang yang 
kejam menjadi salah satu faktor yang 
menyebabkan kejatuhan mereka. Sepan
jang sejarah manusia sekatan terhadap 
kebebasan (bukannya perkembangan ke
bebasan) telah menimt.ulkan ketidak
stabilan yang akhirmya mengakibatkan 
huru-hara dan keganascn. Penindasan 
dan penekanan biasanya melahirkan re· 
volusi. Poland adalah contoh terkini. 

Negara klta sendiri te.ah mcmbukti
kan bahawa undang-unda·1g yang ketat 
bukan faktor dalam me.1gekalkan ke
selamatan. Wujudnya kes' abilan sekian 
lama adalah kerana kemew< han ekonorni 
mobiliti sosial kumpu.an-kumpula~ 
tertentu, peningkatan taraf hidup bebe· 
rapa golongan rakyat miskin dan biro
krasi yang cuba memenulu tuntutan 
orang ramai. Selain kesemua ini, adanya 
cara-cara dan amalan-amalan demokratik, 
meski terkawal, telah memberi peluang 
kepada rakyat untuk menyuarakan pan
dangan mereka berhubung berjenis-jenis 
isu. Semua ini merupakan faktor-faktor 
wujudnya kestabilan. 

Nyata sekali tidak perlu kita mengawal 
demokrasi untuk menjamin keselamatan 
dan kestabilan. Yang penting ialah azam 
kerajaan untuk menghapuskan punca
punca ketidakstabilan sosial. Itulah sebab
nya kita menganggap penindasan dan 
kekejaman, rasuah dan penyelewengan 
sebagai musuh-musuh sebenar yang perlu 
dihapuskan. Dengan menghancurkan ke
bebasan tidak bererti kita telah berjaya 
memusnahkan kuasa-kuasa yang boleh 
mengancam keselamatan masyarakat. Se· 
baliknya - seperti yang telah dihujahkan 
- dengan menghancurkan kebebasan 
kita mungkin memperkuatkan kuasa
kuasa yang menjejaskan kestabil!lfl. • 

Petikan daripada rencana, 'Demokrasi 
ala Malaysia' yang terkandung dalam 
buku penerbitan A/iran bertajuk 
'Cabaran-Cabaran Semasa~ Rencana 
ini ditulis pada 1982. 



CURRENT COMMENT 
A record of Aliran's complete press statements 

made in the preceding months 

Innocent 

A liran regrets the statement of the 
Deputy Home Affairs Minister 
Datuk Megat Junid Megat Ayob 

in the New Straits Times, Nov. 9, 1987 
that the "police do not use the ISA 
against innocent people". It is presump
tuous of the Deputy Minister to allege 
that they are not innocent. The inno
cence or guilt of those detained could 
only be decided in a Court of law. It is 
ultra vires for a Deputy MinistP.r to state 
that those arrested under the ISA are not 
innocent. 

Therefore Aliran calls upon the 
Government to prove that its detention 
of 93 citizens is not done in bad faith 
by putting them on trial in an open Court 
or releasing them unconditionally. 

11 November 1987 Ariffin Omar 
Acting President 

(The above statement did not appear in any 
newspaper- Editor) 

• • • 

White Paper- Premature 

T he Prime Minister's statement on 
Nov. 13, 1987 that the Malaysian 
Government will prepare a White 

Paper on the arrests of more than 100 
Malaysians under the ISA should be 
given attention by the public. 

While Aliran accepts the right of the 
Malaysian Government to issue a White 
Paper, we realise that it will be a one
sided report as the detainees would be 
presented as guilty when their guilt has 
yet to be proven in an open court. 
Furthermore, the announcement of a 
White Paper is premature as the Prime 
Minister has himself pointed out that 
police are still continuing their investiga
tions and no date has been set as to when 
these investigations will come to an end. 
As it is, arrests are still continuing. 

Besides, a White Paper of this sort will 
be an attempt by the Government to 
justify its use of the ISA and it will be an 
exercise in propaganda since those de
tained will not be given a chance to voice 
their views on the allegations that will be 
hurled against them in this White Paper. 

Aliran therefore calls upon Dr. Maha
thir Mobamad to prove that his Govern
ment is liberal by bringing to an open 
court all those detained under the ISA. 
Let the courts, not the Government, 
decide on their guilt or innocence. Only 
after this is done, is the Government 
justified in coming out with a White 
Paper. 

17 November 1987 Ariffin Omar 
Executive Committee 

(The above statement did not appear in any 
newspaper- Editor) 

Mllmbln of the public "-~ been wondef'ing 
whether Aliran has been making comments 
on social issuas in the last few weeks. The 
truth is Aliran continues to make ptess st<~te
ments except that hOthing appears in the 
government-controlled English and Bahasa 
newspapers. The press statements reproduced 
below testify to our continuing efforts to 
respond to social issuas. - EDITOR 

·'' ... 
More Restrictions 

A liran views with regret, further 
attempts by the Malaysian Go
vernment to impose more restric

tions to the Printing Presses and Publica
tions Act. 

It is noted that these restrictions will 
further curb and control the flow of vital 
information to the public. The claim that 
the amendments are necessary to prevent 
publication of false news is unacceptable 
as there are adequate laws in Malaysia to 
deal with this. Therefore, Aliran calls 
upon the Government to reconsider 
amending the already restrictive Printing 
Presses and Publications Act as this may 
give the impression that the country is 
under an undemocratic Government 
which is unwilling to accept the principle 
of accountability to the public. 

26 November 1987 Ariffin Omar 
Acting President 

(The above statement did not appear in any 
newspaper- Editor) 

• • • 

Pressing the Presses · 

A !iran notes with deep regret the 
passing of the amendments to the 
Printing Presses and Publications 

Act (1987) in the Malaysian Parliament. 
From the clauses in the amendments, 

it is clear that the Government of Dr. 
Mahathir Mohamad is determined to have 
total control over all forms of publication 
in an attempt to curb the voicing of legi
timate grievances against the government. 

Aliran notes that these amendments 
are punitive amendments as there are 
ample laws and regulations that can deal 
with the publishing of false and malicious 
news such as the libel laws. 

The indecent haste with which these 
amendments were rushed through a rump 
Parliament of which some members are 
now under detention and thus could not 
challenge the amendments, testify to the 
scant respect the Mahathir Government 
has towards Parliament and the rule of 
law. 

30 November 1987 Ariffin Omar 
Acting President 

(The above statement did not appear in any 
newspaper - Editor) 
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A 
Police Act 

liran views with alarm the pro· 
posed amendments to the Police 
Act, 1967 which will further 

inhibit the freedom of assembly and free 
association. 

It should be noted that these amend
ments give unlimited powers to the 
police to enter and break up any meeting 
or assembly which is deemed subversive 
and unlawful by a police officer. Aliran 
feels that these amendments are one of a 
series of measures being taken to achieve 
total control of Malaysian society. 

Finally, these amendments to the 
Police Act coupled with amendments to 
the Printing Presses and Publications 
Act give credibility to the statement of 
Tunku Abdul Rahman that Malaysia is 
now a police state. 

1 December 1987 Ariffin Omar 
Acting PresJderft ' 

(The above statement did not appear in any 
newspaper- Editor} 

• • • 

Draconian Amendments 

A liran notes with regret the passing 
of the amendments to the Printing 
Presses and Publications Act 1 984 

and the Police Act 1967. 
It is obvious that these amendments 

are designed to stifle legitimate opposi
tion as well as legal dissent. It is unjus· 
tified of ihe Government to blame 
Malaysians who oppose mounting corrup· 
tion, economic mismanagement and ne
potism in the Government as being irres
ponsible. For these are the real reasons 
why there is so much dissent in Malaysia. 
Attempts by the Government to check 
this legitimate dissent through such 
draconian amendments will have a long 
term negative effect. 

There will come a time when such 
open and legitimate dissent will go under
ground and when the articulation of 
important issues through the normal open 
channels are no longer available, violence 
will replace legitimate action. 

Finally, it must be noted that such 
amendments affect only those who 
choose to work within the law. These 
amendments do not affect those who 
work outside the law and it is such groups 
that will benefit from such amendments. 
This being the case, these amendments 
are trully anti-national. 

5 December 1987 Ariffin Omar 
Acting President 

(The above statement did not appear in any 
newspaper -Editor) 

• • • 

ISA Arrests and Ethnic Ties 

0 ne of the worst lies currently 
promoted by the mass-media and 
certain politicians in the Govern

ment is that the "ISA arrests helped 
improve race ties". 

In fact, the tension which existed prior 



• 



TITLE OF BOOK PRICE 

1. FREEDOM IN FETTERS 
Is a comprehensive study of the state of demo-
cracy in Malaysia. It deals with all the major 
laws and institutions relevant to an under-
!:ltanding of democracy in Malaysia. It examines $10.20 
all the major trends and developments which 
have influenced the practice of democracy in 
Malaysia. 

2. DIALOGUE ON DEMOCRACY 
Is a collection of speeches made by leaders of 
various political parties & public interest 
societies in connection with the 3rd Dialogue $ 3.20 
of Concern on Parliamentary Democracy held 
in July 1985. 

3. CABARAN-CABARAN SEMASA 

A book in Bahasa Maaysia dealing with human 
rights. democracy, the economy,labour, ethnic 

$ 7.20 relations. education, moral values and inter-
national affairs. 

4. PANDANGAN ALIRAN: 
Mengandungi pendapat, cadangan, analisa dan 

$10.20 komen yang jarang tersiar di akhbar-akhbar 
tempatan. 

5. LIMA PERSO,ALAN is the translation of $ 3.70 
.5 Controversies' into Bahasa Malaysia 

6. CORRUPTION contains papers on various 
aspects of this social scourge presented by 

$ 4.20 AI iran officials and guest speakers at a seminar 
held in November 1980. It is easily readable, 
informative and analytical. 

7. THEAN TEIK: THE OTHER SIDE OF 
DEVELOPMENT discusses the Thean Teik 
dispute objectively and raises the question. $ 3.20 
"Development for Whom?" 

8. THE ARMS RACE: HUMANITY IN CRISIS 
reflects a common humanitarian viewpoint 
on the awful realities of modern warfare. It $ 5.20 
attempts to consider the transformation of 
man and society as the means towards 
achieving a worldwide peace. 

9. WE SHALL OVERCOME- SONGS OF 
HUMANITY is a rich and varied collection 
of songs dealing with reality. hope, freedom, $ 4.20 
justice. unity. peace, compassion, etc. 

10. All RAN MONTHLY 
1 year's subscription 12 issues• $10.50 -
2 year's subscription - 24 issues: $20.50 

-Bank Commission for outstation cheque $ 0.50 

TOTAL 

•Prioes inclusive of Postage. For overseas orders: prices are in US$. 

NO. OF 
COST COPIES 

... 
\ 

. 

~ ' 

J 
~\ 

' 

22 

World Human Rights Day 1987 

A liran warmly welcomes the com· 
memoration of World Human 
Rights Day on Dec 10, 1987. 

This year's anniversary should give us 
in Malaysia much more meaning than 
ever before in view of recent unhappy 
developments in the country. This 
auspicious day should remind us of 
the world community's magnificent 
achievement 39 years ago whereby the 
United Nations declared 

"recognition of the inherent dignity 
and of the equal and inalienable 
rights of all members of the human 
family." 
The Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights that was proclaimed by the 
U.N. General Assembly on this day in 
1948 has been hailed as 

"a common standard of achievement 
for all nations and all peoples." 
The ideals enunciated in that Decla·. 

ration can be referred to by our people · 
and nation, particularly in these grave 
times when numerous difficulties pose 
challenges to our future. 

Aliran is however sad that this year 
we lament many cases of preventive 
detention, banning of newspapers, severe 
curbs on pub1ic meetings, and further 
legislative restrictions upon press freedom 
and freedom of assembly. We also abhor 
various undesirable incidents that are 
said to have threatened security and 
public order, as well as heightened inter
ethnic tensions. 

Malaysians have constantly been per· 
suaded to accept that other Jess drastic 
actions would not have been adequate 
to deal with the perceived threats. How
ever, we should surely reflect on the 
adverse consequences for the funda
mental rights of the -people. Should we 
not question the truth of the argument 
that harsh laws and actions are necessary 
for maintaining conditions that attract 
foreign investments? Can the political 
aim of a stroQ,g Executive easily justify 
the indefinite · detentions of elected 
representatives of the people and leaders 
of citizens' groups, some of whom 
clearly worked against conflict and 
instability? Ought the separation of 
powers among the three organs of govern
ment be so rigidly applied until courts 
of law are relinquished of their rightful 
functions of dispensing justice? 

Malaysia, as a Member State of the 
United Nations, is bound to observe 
the U.N. Charter's stated objective in 
its Article 1(3) of 

"promoting and encouraging respect 
for human rights and for fundamental 
freedoms for all." 
It is admirable that we have shown 

concern for human rights abuses else
where, such as Apartheid in South 
Africa and Israeli exploits in West Asia. 
Needless to say, the concern for the 
domestic situation of ours should surely 
be paramount. 
1 Aliran has consistently expressed its 

ar stand that wide abuses of human 
ts in authoritarian capitalist systems 

d no different from those committed 
in the rii\li totalitarianism of communist 
states.. We believe that democracy in 
any ~iety, whether developed or 
developing, can ,be gauged by the levels 
of fteedom actually exercised by its 
people. Lofty promises of fair enforce
ment of harsh laws cannot guarantee 
justice for all. 



We do not deny the obvious truth 
that ri~r.'hts cannot be absolute. Restric· 
tions are indeed necessary, but let us 
also heed the very words of the Universal 
Declaration on 

"limitations as are determined by law 
solely for the purp01e of ~eeuring 
due recognition and respect for the 
righta and freedoms of othen, and of 
meeting the just requirement& of 
morality, public order and the general 
welfare in a democratic society." 
As with every other nation, Malaysia 

has its problems and challenges. However, 
such difficulties in the process of nation· 
building should not be used to justify 
actions that can only hasten the destruc
tion of the rights of the people. 

On this occasion of world-wide signi
ficance, Aliran reiterates its belief that 
the government and people have a sacred 
duty of upholding human rights for all 
in this country. Aliran reaffirms faith 
in universal human values of truth and 
justice which remain undiminished under 
present circumstances. If anything, pre· 
vailing conditions have shown even 
more clearly the unique importance of 
such human values as we face the futu.re. 

10 December 1987 Azmi Khalid 
Exco Member 

(The above statement did not appear in any 
newspaper - Editor) 

••• 

Luring Professionals? 

T he Statement of the Deputy Home 
Affairs Minister Datuk Megat Junid 
Megat Ayob in the New Straits 

Times of Dec. 7, 1987 that the CPM was 
trying to lure professionals into its ranks 
demands a response. 

From the past history of the CPM, 
millionaires, community leaders and 
lecturers constitute an unlikely source of 
recruits as these people have too much to 
lose in a classless society. The com
munists would find ready and willing 
supporters among those who ;ue affected 
by bad policies, corruption, economic 
mismanagement and oppression. 

Therefore the Deputy Minister should 
check his facts and refer to history before 
making meaningless statements that will 
discredit the Government. 

10 December 1987 Ariffin Omar 
Executive Committee 

(The above statement did not appear in any 
newspaper - J:."ditor) 

• • • 

Released! 

I am grateful to God that I have been 
released from detention. It is my 
hope and prayer that others who are 

still in detention will also be released in 
due course. 

While in detention, I was well looked 
after by the authorities. The Police per-

sonnel were very kind and considerate. 
Investigations were conducted in a 
courteous and civilised manner. It is 
partly because of the police's concern for 
fairness and their commitment to pro
fessional ethics that I have been released. 

I would also like to express my deep· 
felt gratitude to the Aliran membership 
and the Malaysian public for their 
sincere support and sympathy. The help 
given by leading Malaysian public per
sonalities and members of the legal fra
ternity is also highly appreciated. The 
international Press was very supportive 
for which I am grateful. I am also over
whelmed by the numerous appeals made 
on my behalf by organisations, groups 
and individuals from abroad. 

Finally, I want to emphasise there is 
no rancour in my heart over what has 
happened. There should · be no bitterness 
or anger on anyone's part. As 1987 comes 
to a close, let's try to forget the past and 
forgive one another. Let's look forward 
to the new ye;u with hope and faith in 
the future . 

18 December 1987 

••• 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President. 

Love Bahasa Malaysia Campaign 

A !iran supports the greater use of 
Bahasa Malaysia in this country. 
Thirty years after Independence, 

we have achieved quite a lot in making 
Bahasa Malaysia the national language. 

Overall,. the 
younger generation of non-Malays have 
acquired greater fluency in Bahasa 
Malaysia. 

However we have not done enough 
in the field of translation. Translation 
of major non-Bahasa Malaysia works into 
Bahasa Malaysia is crucial to the greater 
use and development of the language. 
Furthermore, as more younger Malaysians 
become fluent in Bahasa Malaysia, they 
rely more and more on this language to 
acquire knowledge. 

In the light of this, Aliran calls for 
more translation of academic and major 
reference works. There is also a need for 
translating great contemporary works, be 
they Arabic, Chinese, indian, t:nglish or 
others. 

Aliran also notes the lack of transla
tion of major philosophical works and 
works on social thinking. There is indeed 
an urgent need to publish a kamus istilah 
on philosophy. 

Local non-Malay works should also be 
translated to promote greater inter
ethnic understanding. 

We hope that the educational institu
tionals and publishers will help to pro
mote translation. In p;uticular Dewan 
Bahasa dan Pustaka (DBP), with the co
operation of individuals, other institu
tions and the government, should take 
steps to ensure that more good quality 
translated works are done. DBP should 
be seen as a national non-communal 
institution. We call for greater participa
tion of all ethnic groups in DBP, in
cluding the recruitment of staff. 

Bahasa Malaysia should be accepted as 
the language of all ethnic groups. In this 
respect the non-Mal·ays' use of ihe 
language in all spheres, be it commercial 
or religions lor instance, should be wei-
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corned. Should they wish to publish 
newspapers or magazines in Malay, this 
should be allowed and indeed should be 
encouraged. Incidentally, we should 
encourage the publication of non-com
munal (at least multi-ethnic) newspapers 
and magazines in Bahasa Malaysia. This 
will go a long way in promoting Bahasa 
Malaysia as a truly national language. 

The private sector should be encou
raged (but not forced) to use more 
Bahasa Malaysia where possible. There is, 
for example, no reason why public an· 
nouncements over the P .A. system in 
the major supermarkets which cater for 
all ethnic groups should not use Bahasa 
Malaysia. Nevertheless, to ensure that all 
citizens in this multi-ethnic society truly 
Jove Bahasa Malaysia, the Government 
should also · take steps to convince the 
non-Malays that their mother-tongues 
are protected as specified in the consti
tution. For example, the authorities.., 
should be honest enough to ensure that 
the non -Malay languages (like Chinese 
and Tamil) are taught efficiently in the 
schools and that steps a1·e taken to up· 
grade the standard of teaching and to 
ensure that there are sufficient qualified 
language teachers. There should also be 
flexibility and good faith in the adminis
tration of policies. 

In other words, to ensure the success 
of the Love Bahasa Malaysia campaign, 
the promotion of trust and mutual under
standing between the Goyemment and 
the people, and between ethnic groups, 
is as important as the promotion of the 
greater use of Bahasa Malaysia. 

21 December 1987 

• • • 

Tan Chee Beng 
Exco Member 

Detention of Lim Kit Siang and 
Karpal Singh 

A !iran is deeply disturbed to learn 
that Lim Kit Siang, leader of the 
Opposition in Parliament and 

K.arpal Singh, Opposition Parliamentarian 
and human rights lawyer, have been 
served with two-year detention orders 
under the Internal Security Act (ISA). 

.Both Lim and Karpal are highly re
garded by many ordinary Malaysians as 
courageous defenders of the interests of 
the common man. Lim, in particular, 
has played a major role in exposing cor
ruption and other malpractices within the 
Government. More than perhaps any 
other individual, he has endeavoured to 
coax the national leadership to be more 
accountable to the people. 

Detaining Lim and Karpal , at a time 
when the United Engineers Malaysia 
(UEM) case is before the Courts will 
certainly cast aspersions upon the real 
motives of the Government. Of course, 
it is quite conceivable that the detentions 
may not have anything to do with the 
UEM case or with Lim's role as a crusader 
against corruption. 

Aliran concedes that on various ethnic 
issues, Lim and Karpal have sometimes 
adopted strident postures which may 
have aggravated ethnic ties. If there is 
sufficient proof that their pronounce· 
ments and actions have caused ethnic 
tensions, then the Government should 
charge them under the Sedition Act. It 

continued overleaf 
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was precisely for this purpose that the 
Sedition Act was amended in 1971. By 
exposing communal behaviour through 
the judicial process, citizens may become 
more conscious of the limits they must 
observe in a multi-ethnic society. 

In the absence of an open trial, the 
public is bound to conclude that a grave 
injustice has been committed against 
Parliamentarians who were critical of the 
Government for perhaps good reasons. 

24 December 1987 Chandre MuZitffar 
President 

(The above statement did not appear in any 
newspaper - Editor) 

• • • 
AIDS IN MALAYSIA 

I t is reliably learnt that thirty-three 
of those detained under the Internal 
Security Act (ISA) since 27 October 

1987, have been served with 2-year 
detention orders. Another eight have 
been placed under Restriction Ordinances 
and two others have been served with 
Exclusion Ordinances. Investigations are 
continuing into the cases of the remaining 
eight detainees. In all, ilfty·five of the 
hundred and six detained in the swoop 
two months ago have been released 
unconditionally. 

It is a pity that up to now there has 
been no official statement from the 
authorities on the fate of the detainees 
who had completed their initial 60-day 
investigation period. Whatever informa· 
tion public interest societies and other 
organizations have gathered, is through 
their own efforts. Neither the Police 
nor the Ministry of Home Mfairs hils 
disclosed the names of those who are 
being detained for two years or those 
who have been placed under certain 
restrictions or those who have been 
confined to certain geographical areas. 

This total freeze on information is 
most unusual. In both the 1974 and 
1976 arrests the public was told the 
names of those who were served with 
two-year detention orders under the 
ISA. In the past there has always been 
some information about the status of 
ISA detainees at the end of the initial 
60 day period. 

There is no doubt at all, that the 
Malaysian public is the victim of an 
Ai:ute Information Deficiency Syndrome 
(AIDS). If this outbreak of AIDS is not 
checked immediately, whatever little is 
left of Malaysian democracy will wither 
and die. For what this complete clamp· 
down on vital information indicates is 
that the powers-that-be do not see the 
need to be accountable to the public. 
They feel that they do not have to give 
information to the people on a matter 
which is of vital concern to every Malay
sian. It is the sort of attitude which does 
a dictatorship proud but it shames a 
nation that professes to practise parlia· 
mentary democracy. 

29 December 1987 Executive CommittM 

(The above statement did not appear in any 
newspaper - Editor) 
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