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he communal nature of our
soc.iety was again highlighted
1n the recent election. The
maJority of the malays continue to support UMNO. The
urban Chinese have by and large, rejected
the MCA and the Gerakan, both Chinesebased 83risan partners, in favour of the
DAP whch won 24 parliamentary seats.
The MCA and Gerakan won only 17 and
5 pari ia-nentary seats each respectively.
The rejection of MCA and Gerakan is due
primarily to the fact that the Chinese
who have many grievances against the
policies of the UMNO-dorninated Barisan
governrrent, do not believe that the MCA
and Gerak an can continue to represent
their interests from within the Barisan.
framework. Their only other choice is
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the DAP which is the most established
Ch inese-based party in the opposition.
For the Malays the choice is between
UMNO and PAS. Unlike UMNO, PAS is

Our general election, through the dynamics of
communal politics, tends to reinforce
communalism.
not strictly a Malay communal party
although Malay-based; it has non-Malay
Muslim members and its ideology is in
theory non-communal, being based on
Islam and committed to the pursuit of an
Islamic State. In this election PAS

The communally-divided electorate: a psychology of insecurity
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managed to get only one pari iamentary
seat. Although not all Malays are
supporters of the idea of an "Islamic ~
State", PAS has been the alternative
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party for them. In fact 10 terms of votes
polled, PAS has not done that badly in
this election. In those states (Kelantan,
Trengganu, Kedah and Perhs) where
PAS has been fairly mfluential, it got
above 30% of the votes. In Kelantan,

for instance, PAS got 45.8% of the votes
in contrast to UMNO's 55.67%.
However, in this election, UMNO had
again portrayed itself successfully as
the only protector of Malay interests,
aided by its more communal approach
and its control over the major Malay
dailies. Among other things, UMNO
capitalised on the cooperation of PAS
with
non-Muslims in
the PAS-led
Opposition Front, and interpreted this,
together with PAS criticism of UMNO's
communalism, as inimical to the interests
of Malays and Islam. The press and a
few "Barisan writers" were also very
unfair to PAS. For example on page 8 of
Utusan Malaysia (26 July), there was a
big heading "PAS MAHU HAPUSKAN
HAK ISTIMEWA ORANG MELAYU"
at the to:.> of an article by Chamil Wariya.
This kind of campaigning had the effect
of reinforcing the insecurity of the
Malays vis-a-vis the non-Malays, and must
have cost PAS many votes.
Thus our general election, through

Independents 4 and PAS 1), another
possible effect on ethnic relations is
obvious. Since BN is UMNO-dorninated
and seen as such, while the opposition is
almost solely represented by the DAP,
it can lead to a situation in which nonMalays are seen as anti-government. It

Ethnic polarization will continue to be serious
unless the government re-examines Its socioeconomic policies and their Implementation.
could reinforce the Malays versus nonMalays stereotype and intensify interethnic rivalry. As Dr. Chandra Muzaffar
has already pointed out, the government
may also dismiss the legitimate criticisms.
of the DAP as communal, and further
drive a wedge between Malays and nonMalays. It is not the aim here to discuss
the many undesirable aspects of this
election including the way the press

Since BN Is UMNO-domlnated and seen as such,
while the opposition Is almost solely represented
by the DAP, It can lead to a situation In which
non-Malays are seen as anti-government.
the dynamics of communal politics,
tends to reinforce communalism. This is
why the voters failed to pass moral judgement on the Barisan even though many
major scandals had occured and the
governrTl€nt has been amending and
passing laws to fu rther restrict freedom
and democracy. To some extent the
rejection of the Barisan in favour of the
DAP in urban areas is also due to the
people's protest against the Barisan's
national policies and its handling of
scandals. However this does not seem to
be so in rural areas. Among othe,r things,
the rural people, many of whom are
Malays, have less access to the detailed
analyses of government policies and
scandals. Furthermore they are rather
dependent on the pro-UMNO Utusan
Malaysia and Berita Harian for inforrnation on national affairs, and these papers
do not carry views which are critical of
the Barisan. Public Interest Societies
which are committed to upholding justice
and democracy should now pay more
attention to the political education of
the rural masses - no doubt a formidable
task as the present government will
continue to ensure that the Malay-reading
public does not get more objective and
mu lti-ethnic news and views. Aliran, for
example, has not been able to get a
permit to publish a magazine in Bahasa
Malaysia which is our national language.
If we examined the parl iamentary
seats as a whole {BN got 148, DAP 24,

tional behaviour resulting in violence. In
the case of ethnic violence like the May
13 incident, the individuals killed are not
perceived by their killers as individual
human beings but as the imagined and
invisible cause of their own ethnic group's
insecurity.

(especially the major Malay and English
dailies) allowed themselves to be abused
for the benefit of the Barisan. However
we will not do justice if we do not
register our protest against those Barisan
leaders who warned that there would
be trouble and chaos if the people voted
for the DAP and PAS. The Prime Minister
of the then caretaker government even
went so far as to say that May 13 might
occur it the people voted for the opposition (see for examp le Star, 25 July, p.

However the source of ethnic. insecurity is linked to the political and
economic structure as well as the natur~ ~
of social relations in our multi-ethnic
society. Ethnic polarization will continue
to be serious unless the government reexamines its socio-economic policies and
their implementation. The leaders of each
communal or communally based political
party should try to be multi-ethnic, and
this should at least be consistently reflected in their speeches. There rnust be
sincere commitment towards fighting
communalism. The choice before us is
clear. It is either we encourage the path
of communal nationalism which is the
trend at present or the path of noncommunal, multi-ethnic nation-building.
When we talk of the danger of communal
nationalism we should not just think of
the Malays, Chinese and Indians but also
the Kadazans, I bans and other "indigenous
groups" in Sabah and Sarawak. Given
the kind of communal politics in our
country, the rise of political consciousness among the Kadazans and I bans about
their own position vis-a-vis other ethnic
groups is bound to lead to some kind of
Kadazan and Iban nationalism, as we have
begun to witness of late.
Since our society is structured along
commu·nal I ines, t he spirit of mutual

To Insist on Islamization and the setting up of an
Islamic State will only widen the gap between
our people not only along ethnic but also
along religious lines.
1). Such irresponsible behaviour certainly
added to the tension during the election
period, especially in Kuala Lumpur
where the memory of the May 13 ethnic
r iot continues to perpetuate psychological
insecurity among the people.
The psychological aspects of ethnic
relations cannot be ignored. It is the
psychology of insecurity based on actual
or imagined fear, or threat which facilitates the perpetuation and intensification
of communalism. If this psychological .
condition is played up or developed to
the extreme, it could easily lead to irra-
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understanding as well as -the attitude of
give-and-take is very important. For
example, the Malays and the non-Malays
should try to understand each other's
aspirations. The Malay elite should try
to understand the non-Malays' fear of
possib le assimilation and discrimination,
and that they feel insulted to be labelled
orang asing. The non-Malays, in particular
the Chinese, should try to understand -the
Malay aspiration of wanting to maintain
a certain Malay identity in this land
which is now not Malays but Malaysian,
and that they wish to have greater partici-
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pation in the commercial and financial
sectors. It is with this kind of mutual
understanding that some consensus can
be achieved in the socio-economic and
cultural fields. The idea of an Islamic

not introduced an effective programme
for the teaching of mother-tongues in
schools. The Malay elite in particular
should understand the desire of nonMalays to learn their mother-tongues

The communal approach will not solve the ethnic
problem; It will only worsen the situation.
State, for example, is not practical in our
multi-religious and multi-ethnic society.
The recent election confirms that the
non-Muslims cannot accept the setting up
of an Islamic State in this land. To insist
on Islamization and the setting up of an
Islamic State will only wide_p the gap
between our people not only along
ethnic but also along religious lines.
To give another example, in the case
of language and education which was also
a communal issue in the recent election,
Malay has become our common language
and its further development should be
supported by all Malaysians. It will be
a step backward and a hindrance to the
development of Bahasa Malaysia as the
common language for any group at this
point to fight for, or to promise to bring
about, the use of other languages as
official languages. On the other hand,
it is .a shame that the government has

well. Furthermore the system of POL
(Pupils' Own Language). if effectively
implemented, is an important means of
achieving integration in schools. In not

given the Barisan a big majority, and we
hope that the government will seriously
improve ethnic relations in the country,
and that it will adopt a non-communal
approach in formulating and modifying
socio-economic policies. The communal
approach will not solve the ethnic problem; it will only worsen the situation.
In view of growing executive dominance which unfortunately this. election
had not been able to prevent, Public
Interest Societies should continue to play
active roles for the cause of justice and
democracy. After all improving ethnic
relations in this country involves preserving democracy. The deterioration of

After all Improving ethnic relations In this
country Involves preserving democracy.
treating the POL seriously, the government is indirectly help ing the cause of
those who still argue that Chinese and
Indians should send their children to
vernacular schools so that they can get
proper Chinese or Tami l education.
It is the duty of all Malaysians to
promote solidarity across ethnic boundaries. The government in particular has·
a special responsibility as it is running
the country. Our people have once again

human rights and democracy in our
communally structured soci61ty will un ly·
lead to oppression along ethnic and class
lines. In "the context of increasing communalism in our society today, it is our
opinion that Public Interest Societies,
especially the multi-ethnic ones, can
help to bring about a less communal ·
society

e

Tan Chee Beng

Ethnic Polarization
In Parliament?
t first glance, there appears
to be a certain degree of
ethnic polarization in the
new Parliament. 93 out of
the 148 Barisan Nasional
representatives in the Dewan Rakyat are
Malays or Muslims while 21 out of the
29 opposition members of Parliament
are Chinese Malaysians. On the other
hand there are only 27 Chinese MPs on
the Barisan side and only 2 Malay MPs
with the opposition.
Compared to past Parliaments, the
present one mirrors much more the
ethnic polarization within the larger
social system. It is perhaps indicative
of the deterioration in ethnic relations
over the last decade or so.

A
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Nonetheless it would be wrong to
exaggerate the polarization in the present Parliament. Since 1969, there have
been more non-Malays than Malays on
the opposition benches just as the Malay

Though it no longer has the support of
'the overwhelming majority of Chinese
and other non-Malay voters in the major
urban centres, it continues to command
the loyalty of a significant rumber of

The Barlsan Is the government and Is therefore
In the best position to set a multi-ethnic tone
for parliamentary proceedings.
presence in the Alliance and later the
Barisan has always overshadowed nonMalay representation. Besides, the Sarisan in the 1986 Parliament is, all said
and done, still fairly representative of
the various communities in the country.
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rural and semi-urban Chinese voters, as
the election results show.
Because the .Barisan can claim to be
more mu lti-ethnic in its composition than
the opposition, it has a greater responsibility to ensure that Parliament does not

DAP victory: need for a more multi-ethnic approach to its policies

succumb to t'le pulls and pressures of
ethnic politics. The Barisan. furthermore, is the government and is therefore
in the best position to set a multi-ethnic
tone for pari amentary proceedings. It
should, for a start, curb some of its

and their implementation, with the aim
of accommodating the legitimate grie·
vances of a segment of the non-Malay
communities, the Barisan government
would be helping to reduce the ethnic
content in Parliamentary debates. This

Once Parliament acquires the Image oJ a true
champion of the people, It will endear Itself to
all the ethnic communities In the country.
intemperate backbenchers from injecting
communal poison into serious debates.
This happened once too often in the last
Parliament. Neither shou ld government
leaders disparage genuine criticisms of its
pol icies and actions by imputing ulterior
ethnic motives to opposition MPs . .It was
only last year that we witnessed the sad
spectacle of an important public figure
accusing critics of his handling of the
BMF scandal of trying "to topple Malay
leadership". Such remarks will not help
to check ethnic polarization inside or
outside the Dewan Rakyat.
More than the style of communica·
tion it is the substance of policies that
should change. If the Barisan considered
the electoral verdict as a whole, it wil l
realize that a lot of voters in the cities
are not happy with some of its ethnic·
oriented social policies. Some of these
pertain to public sector employment,
the scope for new businesses, opportu·
nities for tertiary education, loans and
scholarship, allocations for housing and
the teaching of the pupil's own language
(POL). By modifying certain policies

in turn would negate the impact of what·
ever polarization that exists in the Dewan
Rakyat.
More than its approach to ethnic
issues, it is the extent to which the
Barisan is prepared to allow Parliament

consequences of the recession, to remove
the fetters from the Press, to fight corruption, to expose scandals and to correct
wrongdoings. Once Parliament acquires
the image of a true champion of the
people, it will endear itself to all the
ethnic communities in the country.
What are the chances of the new Par·
liament fulfilling these hopes? If the old
Parliament which was also dominated by
the Barisan is anything t o go by, we
should not expect too much. Given the
Barisan's overwhelming four-fifths majority in the Dewan, it is very likely that
the legislature w·ll merely serve to legiti·
mile the power of the executive. And
the executive wi II continue to further
the interests of the upper rather tharf"!
the lower classes, of Malay corporate
wealth rather tr,an the Malay poor, of
big industry rather than small IJosiness,
of foreign capital rather than local
enterprise: In order to perpetuate these
interests, the UWNO-Iea government will
continue to camouflage the real situation
by projecting itself as the only defender
of Malay rights and the only guarantor
of inter-ethnic harmony.
In this sort of situation, the Opposi·
tion in Parliament, particularly the De·.
mocratic Action Party (DAP), has a
crucial role to play. There is no doubt
that the DAP with 24 out of the 29
Opposition seats will live up to the
people's expectations and speak out with
courage on each and every act of injustice. However, in the next 5 years, it
must marry courage with wisdom as it
carries its mission to yet another stage.
As it articulates urban grievances, so
must the DAP give equal attention to
rural wnP.s. As it defends the Chinese
language and culture so must the DAP
promote the wider use of Malay especially
in the private sector. As it expresses the
frustrations of non-Bumiputras with
the NEP, so must the DAP try to under·
stand the legitimate aspirations of the
Bumiputras in commerce, industry and

All It articulates urban grievances, so must the
DAP give equal attention to rural woes.
to perform its rightful role as the bul·
wark of our democratic system which
will determine the public's perception
of the institution. If the new Parliament
emerges as the protector of justice, the
defender of freedom and the custodian
of integrity, the question of the ethnic
composition of the government benches
as against the opposition benches is
going to recede into the background.
More specifically, what this means is
that Parliament must be willing to use
its legislative power to take care of ordinary workers adversely affected by the
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the professions. In short, the DAP must
make an earnest endeavour to become
more multi-ethnic in its policies and
more holistic in its approach to the
challenges facing the nation.
If the government and the opposition
can make fundamental changes in their
thinking along these lines, then there is
hope for the future. Parliament will
come to reflect not the polarized fears
of a divided nation but the synthesized
hopes of a united oeople

e

Chandra Muuffar
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th nic polarization develops
in stages. In the first stage,
one becomes so obsessed
with what is perceived as the
well-being of one's own community to the exclusion of the interests
of others. In t'le second stage there is
less and less interaction between the communities. In the third stage, one develops
a hostile attitude towards other communities. This leads eventually to a breakdown in ethnic relations characterised
sometimes by r iots and violence.
If we look at the ethnic situation in
offices, firms and factories in our country, we are perhaps at the second stage.
There are even signs that we are developing into the third stage.
The underlying causes of ethnic polarization are as follows: • Colonialism and its policy of 'divide
& rule' w'"lich compartmentalized
the communities.
• The pract ice of classifying Malaysian
citizens as BJmiputras and non-Bumiputras in almost all areas of public
life.
• A lack of appreciation of the realities
of a multi-ethnic society among a lot
of influential Malays and a lack of
understanding of the Malay historical
and cultural background of the coun-
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dimension to it. The capitalist system
also magnifies the so-called ethnic dif·
ferences because it does not want people to realize that they share common
values and a common humanity which
transcend ethnic boundaries.
• The conscious strengthening of a
Malay-oriented bureaucracy which has
alienated a segment of the non-Malay
community.
• The discriminatory attitudes of nonMalay elites against Malays in certain
spheres and at certain levels of the
private sector.
• The emergence of vested interests in
various spheres which want to keep
the communities apart, so that they
can continue to dominate and control
society through the manipulation of
communal sentiments.
• The readiness of both Malay and nonMalay polit icians in government and
the opposition to exploit ethnic
issues.
• The inability of leaders in other sectors
of society - labour leaders, civic
leaders, community leaders - to resist
the temptation of using communalism
to secure or strengthen power and
position.
However, as far as the immediate
situation is concerned, ethnic polariza-

No religion tolerates bigotry or ethnic prejudice.
No religion endorses communalism.
try among many non-Malays of importance.
• The perpetuation of a capitalist
system after Merdeka with its emphasis
upon wealth acquisition and the maximisation of profits which, in turn,
has created a sense of insecurity
among the majority of the population
since they do not own or control capi·
tal. As a significant portion of this
majority is made up of Malays, th1s
sense of insecurity has an ethnic
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tion has become much worse in the last
decade for the following reasons:
First, the ideology of Bumiputraism
has become more pervasive as a result
of the rise of a Malay middle-class which
is very dependent upon this ideology
to enhance its economic and pol itical
interests.
Second, the growth of Islamic revivalism with its conservative orientation
which emphasises rigid separation of
Muslims from non-Muslims in various
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areas of l ife.
How should Malaysian youths react
to this situation? How can they help
overcome ethnic polarization? Merely
by getting together from time to time
for social and cultural activities, they will
not be able to solve the problem. Neither
can liberalism, or democracy or socialism
keep Malaysian youths o; different ethnic
origins united in a common cause. We
have seen how easily these ideologies
succumb
to communal pulls and
pressures.
The only real alternative for youths
is to turn the rising religious fervour
around and re-direct it along more progressive and universal lires. For a vision
of society that emerges from the womb
of religion has a better chance of with·
standing the communal onslaught.
But for youths to oe inspired and
gu ided by a spiritual worldview in the
task of combating ethnic polarization,
they must fulfil two prerequ isites.
First, youths must develop a deeper
understanding of the essence of their
respective religions. It is significant that
within the spiritual heart of every maJOr
religion there is a clear concept of the
_unity of humi:lnkind, the oneness of humanity. No religion t::>lerates bigotry
or ethnic prejudice. No religion endorses
communalism.
Second, youths must analyse social
reality to f ind out why while the essence
of religion is opposed to chauvinism,
actual human behaviour is so communal.
Comprehensive analysis of, and reflection
on, the social environment that influences
all of us should be the duty of each and
every Malaysian youth. This reqUires
an open-minded attitude and rational
think mg.
Indeed, at no other t ime in our history
has there been a greater need for such
th ink ing

e

Chan dra Muzaffar

Summary of paper presented at a Youth
Convention at Fraser's Hill in October 1984.
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imputing unnecessary political interpretations
on the Workers' Charter.
The MTUC is politically neutral and will
support a ny politician who is willing to speak
for the workers. Sixty thousand copies of the
Workers' Charter have been printed and distri ·
buted to affiliated unions and politicians.
We have never taken sides in political affairs,
and will continue to be the voice of the
workers.
The question of any other interpretation or
opinion on the MTUC's stand in this matter
does not arise.

Letters should be addressed to the Editor, Aliran Monthly , P.O. Box 1049, Penang,
Malaysia.

The Opposition and its
Function

T he 7th General Elections confirmed the
sad fact that there is a misconception or
misunderstanding on the role of the Opposition
in our system of Government. To exacerbate
matters further the press went on a malicious
campaign to mislead the public. Before I
p roceed any further I would like to make it
clear that I am not holding a brief for the
Opposition or any party in particular.
What actually prompted me to write t his
letter is the article by V.K. Chin in the STAR
on the 1st of August captioned " Lam Thye An
Odd Man In The Opposition". In his article V .K.
Chin says and I quote, " His party colleagues are
annoyed with him because they feel that he is
not performing the function of an Opposition
leader - that is to criticise government policies
and actions irrespective of whether such attacks
are justified or not". The caption of the article
together with the quotation above clearly indi·
cate that V.K. Chin is miserably ignorant of the
role of the Opposition. He seems to be of the
opinion that the Opposition has no useful role
to play and on the contrary is detrimental to
the country.
During the election campaign the pre55
carried numerous comments of various politicians to the effect that the Opposition has done
nothing for their constituencies, that Opposition
MPs will not be given any funds for their constituencies and that even if an Opposition is
necessary there is sufficient opposition within
the Barisan. To my mind all these statements
are an affront to common sense and reflect a
lack of understanding of the constitution.
To start with it should be no'ed that the
appropriate term for the Opposition is the
Loyal Op~ition. This connotes that the
Opposition is not against the government for
the sake of disrupting the peace. They in fact
owe allegiance to the King and constitution.
Members of the Opposition are members of the
party/parties who do not enjoy the confidence
of the majority in the Dewan Rakyat. Nevertheless they are representatives of the people of
their respective constituencies. The Opposition
is supposed to offer an alternative to the
government of the day, should the government
fall perhaps due to a motion of no confidence.
The Opposition is normally well prepared for
this task and few seem to be aware of the existence of the Shadow Cabinet in the Opposition.
Members of the Shadow Cabinet have their
respective portfolios. It therefore would be
nonsense to say that the Opposition has no
experience or knowledge to govern the country.
It is also pertinent to note that Civil Servants
play a major role and ministers depend heavily
on their edvice. Incidentally Civil Servants are
free from politics.
The most important role of the Opposition
is that of a watch-dog. V.K. Chin 's article
suggests that the role is that of a Blood Hound.

This is erroneous and absu rd . It is not the
function of the Opposition to topple the
govOJrnment and create chaos. Conversely, the
Opposition will seek a smooth transition of
power and towards this end it will compromise
nothing.
It is the responsibility of the government to
bring development to all constituencies irrespective of the party to which the MPs of the
constituencies belong. It should be borne in
mind that the voters of these areas pay taxes.
Therefore, it is preposterous to accuse the
Opposition MPs of not contributing towards
the tangible development of their respective
areas. It follows that it is undemocratic and
unfair to discriminate against opposition areas
in terms of allocation. Perhaps it is time to
amend the constitution to ensure there is no
discrimination on politica l grounds.
For a system like ours to succeed there must
be maximum possible participation by all
citizens. The .fact is that those who are craving
for power capitalise on the ignoran~:e and indif·
feren~:e of people. In my opinion the best way
to check this is to keep the public informed. In
this connection I think ALIRAN MONTHLY is
doing an excellent job. We should also pressure
the Ministry of Education to include Constitutional Law as an optional subject at least for
the upper secondary students. This is a subject
which is available for students in some foreign
examinations. After 29 years of independence I
think we should take our rights as guaranteed
by the Federal Constitution more seriously.
T Gunaseelan ·
Kuala Lumpur

The MTUC is Always Politically
Neutral

I

refer to a press statement published by the
"New Straits Times" and "Berita Harian"
claiming that I was confident that the Barisan
Nasional "would win handsomely in the August
3 General Elections".
I strongly deny that I had made any such
remarks on the political opportunities of the
Barisan Nasiooal. In fact, I d id not even touch
on the subject of elections and only explained
the rationale and significance of the Workers'
Charter as a policy manifesto of Malaysian
workers on the occasion of the MTUC·ICFTU
(Malaysian Tredes Union Congress-International
Confederation of Free Trade Unions) Joint
Seminar held in Johore Bahru on 28th July
1986
These statements were made publicly in the
presence of MTUC officials and journalists from
Bernama, Nanyang Siang Pau, Utusan Malaysia,
Berita Harian and Star.
The press statement appears to mislead and
distort the MTUC's concern for the worke.-s by
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Zaina i Aampak
President
Malaysian Trades Union Congress
P~taling Jaya

Daim Promises to Make a Full
Disclosure

I

welcome the promise by the Finance Minis·
ter, Daim Zainuddin, to the UMNO Youth
delegation that the Government would issue a
comprehensive statement on the 1981 billion·
dollar tin·buying mystery in London.
For over a month, I had been pressing for
the government to give the people a full
accounting, especially as it is estimated that this
operation had cost Malaysian taxpayers $1
billion. This mystery became thicker when the
$2 comp:my, MAMINCO, suddenly appc:»rod os
a government department in the Ministry of
Finance in the 1985 Telephone Directory. It is
a open secret that MAMINCO was the vehicle
used to conduct the London mysterious tin·
buying operation.
MAMINCO was incorporated as a $2
company on 23rd June 1981, ~ith its two $ 1
director-shareholder given as (a) Abdul Rahim
Aki 1/C No. 4071471 of 31, Jalan Langgak
Golf, Kuala Lumpur; and (b) Faisal Haji Siraj
1/C 1805416 of 89, Lorong Setiabistari ,
Damansara Heights, Kuala Lumpur. This
'mysterious' $2 company operated as a 'law
unto itself', which does not have to comply
with the Companies Act, for apart from the
1981 record of incorporation, it had never
submitted any annual company returns as
required by law!
The London mysterious tin-buying opera·
tion started in July 1981, wh ich was the time
Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir Mohamed" became
Prime Minister, seeking to purchase every
pound of tin on the world market, stockpi le it
in Singapore and elsewhere and hope to push
up the world price. The cost of tin on the
London Metal Exchange ballooned from a low
of US$4.33 a pound to nearly US$7 .50. Tin
consumers were in shock, for between March
1980 and July 1981, the price of tin had tumbled from a high of US$8.65 a pound to the
US$4.33 figure.
The whole tin-buying operation collap..d in
February 1982 when the Un ited States released
tin stockpiles .
It is now dear that the Government had
made use of the taxpayers' money to meet the
losses of the London mysterious tin-buying
scandal, which is estimated to be at $1 billion.
The question Malaysians have a right to ask is
who would have made the money if the
London tin-buying operation had succeeded,
making billions of dollars in profits7
Recently, the Malaysian Government leaders
have been accusing an international Jewish
conspiracy of trying to blacken the nation's
international image by spreading lies and falsehood about Government Ministers and leaders.
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I want to ask Daim Zainuddin a specific
question, whether the mysterious tin-buying
operation of the Malaysian Government was
part of an international Jewish conspiracy to
entrap and embarrass Malaysia, for the interna·
tional metal trader the Malaysian Government
and MAMINCO relied on to conduct the
mysterious tin-buying operation was a Jew by
the name of David Zaidner.
A recent book on international metal
trading, which also devoted a section on the
1981 london mysterious tin-buying operation,
described David Zaidner as 'A slender Egyptian
Jew who bandied a Swiss passport', and "one of
the hottest 'tin shooters' in South East Asia and
South America."
Zaidner was operating as a Malaysian agent
for one of the leading international commodity
traders, Marc Rich, another Jew. Zaidner's
commission for the london tin mysterious tin·
buying operation was supposed to be a hefty
US$50 million - so we can imagine how much
his principal, Marc Rich, and the Malaysian
counterparts were to get out of the operation if
it had been a success!
·
A few days ago, the Finance Minister, Daim
Zainuddin, said that chief executives and direc·
tors of failed government companies and statu·
tory bodies should have the sense of shame to
resign voluntarily. By the same logic, who
should bear responsibility for the colossal losses
in the london mysterious tin-buying operation,
and must have the sense of shame to resign
their posts?
Lim Kit Siang
Secretary General
Democratic Action Party

The Political Life After

I

n heading and directing a clean, efficient
and trustworthy administration these many
years, Dr. Mahathir has earned the respect of
many Third World countries; and when he even·
tually retires from public life, the government
of Tonga, for example, may eagerly consult him
on the implementation of its anti--corruption
programmes. Or perhaps he would rather offer
his talents to the gnomes of Zurich.
Jujor Tu len
Kuala Lumpur

You Asked For It

M

y heart really bled when I read the
harrowing words of Erik Wee (Aiiran
Monthly July/August 1986) concerning the
'agonising' treatment meted out to him and
some of his colleagues by those monstrous and
unfeeling authorities "down under". That the
Malaysian student should have to pay for the
privilege of studying in another country - in
universities, built and maintained by the
Australian taxpayer, many of whom cannot
afford to give their own children a University
education, is to say the least preposterous.
A few points worth pondering may prove a
help to Erik.
•

Your frequent reference, Erik, to poorer
nations and to Third World nations - surely
you do not consider Malaysia one of the
poorer nations or a Third World Nation!
Attar more than thirty years of living and
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working in Malaysia -and quite some travel
abroad - I still consider it and its people a
happy, peaceful and prosperous country.
Sure, there are some poor people but can we
possibly compare them with what we have
seen and known in Ethiopia, Bangaladesh,
many parts of India and even many of the
countries of Europe? Furthermore, it is not
usually the people who are able to pursue
their studies overseas, that represent the
poor of any country. Anything worthwhile
in this world, my dear Erik, must be paid
for in one way or another, whether it be a
Mercedes, colour TV, a video or even a bowl
of Mee Hoon. University education - a
most desirable objective - must be paid for
by those who seek it - many have paid for
it by hard toil and sweat. But if I can't
afford what I desire, then I must do without
it. So many have succeeded in life without
the backing of a professional degree.
• RACISM: In my many years of teaching i.n
Sixth Form classes in Malaysia, I had much
to do with advising, counselling, pupils
intent on studies abroad and even helped
many gain admission to Australian Schools.
Always in our discussions the question of
racialism cropped up (then it was "colour
Bar" and 'White Australia policy' - now
fortunately dead issues) but invariably
my advice was "If you feel you are a victim
of racial discrimination - look into your
own attitudes first and you will almost
certainly find that you are the one at fault".
Your use of the childish statement "are
even picked on by some of the Academic
Staff" and the use of such terms as "cheats"
and "liars" with reference to your hosts
while still living in their house reveals
much of your own intolerent attitude. If
the feelings as revealed in your letter arc
the same as the feelings you reveal on
campus, then there is little wonder that
you have problems of "racism".
•

Finally, Erik, the suggestions put forward
by you for the solving of your problems are
childish and lacking in mature thought.
"Boycott Australian products", "don't
come here for vacation", "advise prospective
students to go to more friendly nations for
their studies", "ban Australian goods" etc.
So, you want hitherto friendly nations to
wage an economic war to save you $2.000/·
on your visa fees! Come on Erik, broaden
your outlook, develop mature thinking, see
the problem as a whole - Remember your
Malayan proverb about the frog under the
coconut shell?- either this or - and
perhaps this the easiest solution of all - quit
Australia which has given you such a raw
deal and return to Malaysia and see just how
much tertiary education - and even that
bowl of Mee Hoon - you can get for
nothing. My final words are those of that
great Australian plea for justice and under·
standing : "Fair Go, Mate".
Bro~her

ly $4.95 per person as a ~litical inducement to
vote for the M.C..A. This amout is just enough
to pay for 1 cubic foot of sand or 1 kati of
cement or 1 foot of electrical wiring or 1 inch
of water pipe. Of course the 40,000 Chinese
voters would have to pay in genuine postage
stamps themselves in order to apply for such
"generous grant" without using any forged
postage stamps. The poor voters would also
have to make several phone calls from several
broken down public phone booths and to make
several trips in broken down public transport
buses.
On the other hand the same political party
which sponsored an ambitious public listed
Company maki}lg use of the hard earned savings
of the same 40,000 Chinese voters among
others has just announced a history making
deficit of M$192 million. This works out to be
a cool loss of hard-earned $4,800/· from each
of the precious M.C.A. 40,000 voters in Penang
and there is also enough money to see their
leader in Singapore in a few weeks time.
Is it not a Guiness Book entry for a demo·
cratic right of a voter? Should I therefore vote
for such a party? Money counts all!
GBS
Sg. Petani

Remember the Disposal of
Council Properties? Now this ...... ..

I

f I could recall correctly, when the Guan
Joo Seng Gardens development in the Green
Lane housing estate was approved by the
erstwhile City Council of George Town, the
builder surrendered several pieces of land to be
utilised as open spaces and playing fields.
However, until today the lands have yet to
be conveyed to and vasted in the ownership of
the council.
There is a rumour that these lands have now
been transferred to another company which has
submitted a plan to construct high density flats
and this company enjoys the auspices of certain
senior officers in the council.
Imagine the traffic congestion and a reduction in the standard of living this project could
cause, just because some civil servant (what a
misnomer) entertains the secret thought of
having his pal rns greased
As a ratepayer and a resident of the Guan
Joo Seng Gardens, I am worried that the
rumour is not untrue, and wonder what could
be the reason for the lethargy of the Council in
the delay of assuming the ownership of these
spaces. Surely, 20 years is a long, long time!
Tan Chooi Lye
Penang

Celestine Jennings fsc
St. Francis Institution
Mel aka

The Evils of Tobacco Business
Whom Are They Kidding?

A

few days ago a Penang State leader of
M.C.A. proudly announced as an
election carrot that the party will apply for
M$198,000/· government grant to provide
roads, drainage and electricity supply for the
welfare of 40,000 underprivileged Chinese in
the state of Penang. This works out to be exact·
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T

he recent controversy on the restructure
of Rothmans also revealed the extent of
foreign interests in the tobacco industry in our
country.
Rothmans (Malaysia) is 50% owned by
Rothmans International (which interestingly ·
enough is partly owned by Anton Rupert of
South Africa). In addition there is substantial
ownership by other foreigners including Singa·
poreans.

Malaysian Tobacco Company (MTC). is not
really Malaysian. 72.5% is owned by foreign
interests while R J Reynolds is 100% foreign
owned.
These 3 multinational companies control
95% of the cigarette market in Malaysia. Over
the last 5 years, nearly $300 million have been
expatriated as dividend, $246 million in import
uf machinery (which helped to retrench 400
workers in MTC recently) and $150 million for
advertisements.
. While the MCA is protesting about the
decline of non-Malay participation, the govern·
ment and its agencies should also take note that
cigarette smoking is considered "makroh"
(detestable) by all Islamic religious leaders
while some even consider it "haram".
DrS K Teoh
Chairman
Malaysian Medical Association
lpoh

Anyone for Pro-life?

I

would be interested to hear from fellow
Malaysian Citizens who would like to
explore the possibility of forming a Pro-Life
Society. The aims of such a Society would be:• To emphasise the value and dignity of all
members of the human family.
• To seek to prevent abortions, euthanasia,
suicides and the death penalty.
Those who wish to know further are requested to write to me (giving their name, address
and phone number) at 247, Jalan 5/48, 46000
Petaling Jaya.
Peter Young
Petaling Jaya

Square Pegs in Round Holes!

W

ith reference to Mr Ng Moon Leong's
letter in The Star dated 9 July 1986, I
wish to respectfully point out that in condemning the Valuation Department for the
delay in repairing the premises which he rented
from the Penang Municipal Council, he was
literally, barking up the wrong tree!
Traditionally, Municipal Council properties
are managed by an officer (usually a
newly-qualified valuer) seconded from the
Valuation Department and reporting to the
Property Development Director of the
Secretariat.
Repairs and replacement although made
known to the former, have to be approved
by the latter who is ironically, a general arts
graduate majoring in geography!
Imagine the predicament of a rookie valuer
"talking Greek" in his attempt to explain to his
superior who is untrained in the matters of
JX'Operty management.
The present shabby administration of the
Municipal Council is due to the numerous
important functions being left in the hands of
Secretariat personnel who are merely ordinary
arts degree holders or graduates possessing
irrelevant qualifications and who are only
interested in how to obtain the maximum
acting/charge allowances promotion to the next
superscale.
A case in point is the Council Secretary

Cigarette smoki119 is considered 'makroh' ... even 'haram'
himself who has been acting for months as the
Director of the Transport Department.
What does a lawyer know about buses and
public transportation?The fact that there are
only about 300 Malaysians who are professional
members of the Chartered Institute of
Transport is sufficient proof that transport
management is a specialised field.

Furthermore, although the General Orders
of the Civil Service do not prevent the
Municipal Council Secretary from receiving the
acting/charge allowances, I wonder whether it is
ethical to do so. Whatever happened to the
principles of natural justice advocated by
learned members of the legal profession in
court?
Perhaps, Tan Sri Sallehuddin Mohamed, the
Chief Secretary to the Government can
enlighten taxpayers what action he is taking to
put things right.
Ong Kean Wan
Penang

DAP Welcomes Tun Hussein Onn's
Call For Amendment to UUCA

I

Tun Hussein Oon: called for relaxation of UUCA

9

fully welcome the call by former Prime
Minister, Tun Hussein Onn, for relaxation of
the UUCA, because of changing times. The
Universities and University Colleges Act should
be repealed altogether, to be replaced by a
University Charter which will confer autonomy
status on the local universities.
The restrictive and repressive features of
UUCA, putting restraints and constraints on
university students, lecturers and academicians
regarding free student activity and academic
freedom, should be completely dismantled,
Our universities must be centres of learning
and social inquiry instead of being factories to
produce graduates who immediately become
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the latest unemployed.
Some universities are being run as if they are
administering high schools or colleges, treating
academicians and students with utter contempt.
A$ if undergraduates are schoolboys and girls,
and lecturers high school teachers. The worst
example of course is the Universiti Sains
Malaysia.
The role of universities in nation building
cannot be subject to the whims and fancies of
the ruling partial of the day. They must be
fully autonomous and subject to a Universities
Commission which is answerable directly to
Parliament, and not to any particular Minister
of Education.
There should be a complete overhaul of
legislation governing universities. This should be
accompanied by an overhaul of the university
administrations in the country, and Vice
Chancellors who are not hampering the growth
of healthy academic traditions and of academic
excellence. Free inquiry should take prece·
dence, especially certain Vice Chancellors who
want to introduce the feudal spirit in our
universities.

Investment Gimmicks - A Shameful Act!

I

IW8St here! lnvaat U...l A shameful call by community clowna.
W'lttlout sh11M- they ctalm- only path to uplift Indian poor.
The reel aim- to IIeUre a safe position .tter political bankruptcy.
To reap a fat PIV - maintain their statu.quo.

We worlctlfl don't need thil..,ecul•tlve gimmick
Our basic needs - rightful share for our toit and aweat.

Our child , _ . - proper ect.etlon for their future
Our future needs- • rightful p-. with talf-f'IIIMCt.
Our sweets- daily exploited with your 1M' t1i8tllllp
Looting our rithta through your deceitful politicl.
We Uft8 you Glmmichms- don't aldetreck real lauas
We lfl1le you Clowne - MCUre our pofltlaf riQhtl.

A...,..._,,.......,-

tv call our own.
We ......... - ..... one.
For the bllttei;;Mot of our future~
We Urt18 - not lnvwtments but a politiclll blueprint.

s.tter Wlill8l- decent fhtirtg - proper education
Must we1ell you- the. are our balic needl
If you -.at to,...... with~ adventures
We don't need you - clear our .,.ttl - agy away.

Lim Kit Siang
Parliamentary Opposition Leader
Petaling Jaya

need...,....

We
wittt courage and bravery
Sacrificing own lntereat - struggle ae-inst exploitation
We don't need leaders - upholding exploitation
Rltht ftOW - you han no right to lead us.
Founn Generation Worker
Kuala Lumpur

Scare Tactics and Fear Traders

B

y holding the riot control exercise during
the General Elections, the Police Force
seems to be openly admitting gross inefficiency
in its administrative machinery. Any right
thinking Malaysian would have expected the
Police to have completed all their preparations
long before this important event. Although the
authorities have gone out of their way to advise
(and reassure) us against alarm and fear, it
would have been better for all if the exercise
had been conducted in Pulau Angsa (a remote
island off Pelabuhan Kelang). Alternatively
negotiations could have been started with the
Maldives or Tonga for a place, far removed
from the electorate, to put the Police Force
through its paces.
Incidentally when the arsonists and rioters
were having a free hand in Sa bah recently, the
Police had poor visibility ratings - indeed the
policemen were as rare as a Rolls Royce in
Timbuctoo.
AKINO PEOPLE POWER
Klang

paksaan bagi menjayakan projek tersebut, serta
suami saya menyahut seruan kerajaan
berdasarkan Dasar Ekonomi Baru, Slogan
Bersih, Cekap dan Amanah serta Kepimpinan
Melalui Teladan.
Akibat keengganan menyertai projek
tersebut, suami saya telah dikenakan tindakan
tatatertib yang dirancangkan, ditukarkan
ketempat lain dalam· masa kurang 24 jam,
dihalau daripada kuarters kerajaan dalam rnasa
10 hari tanpa belas kasihan, diturunkan pangkat
dan seterusnya mendapat k818ngsaraan dan
kehina<m yang berlarutan, yang sengaja di·
rancengkan.
Walaupun &etelah dijalankan siasatan oleh
pihak berkewajipan dan telah didapati tidak
bersalah disisi Undang, rnasih lagi suami saya
menerima tekanan jiwa dan kami sekeluarga
ditimpa kesengsaraan hidup yang berterusan.
Berik utan dengan kesengsaraan hid up saya,
maka saya telah membuat serta menghantar
beberapa surat rayuan kepada orang-orang yang
berkepentingan di negara kita seperti berikut:-

•

Dianiaya Kerana Bersih, Cekap •
dan Amanah

S

aya ini berasal daripada Kg. Tanah lepan,
Sg. Siput, Bukit Chandan, Kuala Kangsar,
Perak. Saya telah berurnahtangga dan telah
dikurnai oleh Allah S.W.T. dua orang cehaya
mate. Suami saya seorang kakitangan kerajaan
dan bertugas disalah sebuah Institute Latihan
Keselamatan, di Pulau Pinang. Beliau telah
berkhidmat selama Iapan tahun.
Pada awal bulan Oktober 1983 suami saya
telah berselisih faham dengan seorang pegawai
kanan di jabatan tersebut bersablt projek yang
mana pada pandangan suami saya projek
tersebut membazirkan wang kerajaan dan ada
penyelewengan serta menggunakan tenaga
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27.10.84
surat rayuan kepada D.Y.M.M. Seri
Paduka Baginda Yang Di Pertuan Agung.
• 24.12.85
surat rayuan kepada D.Y.M.M. Paduka
Seri Sultan Perak.
• 14.2.86
sural rayuan kepada D.Y.M.M. Paduka
Seri Sultan Perak.
• 14.3.86
surat rayuan kepada D.Y.M.M. Seri
Paduka Baginda Yang Di Pertuan Agung
melalui Tengku Zarith Sofiah.
Dukacita diberitahu sehingga kehari ini
surat·su rat rayuan tersebut tidak mendapat
perhatian dan jawapan daripada mereka. Di
dalam surat tersebut saya hanya memohon
pertolongan berupa nasihat dan bukanlah
meminta wang ringgit ateu pun harte benda.
Saya berkeyakinan surat-surat tersebut telah
tidak disampaikan oleh setiausaha-setiausaha
mereka. Saya juga berkeyakinan sekiranya surat
tersebut diterima oleh Sultan sudah tentu
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baginda tidak akan menghampakan permintaan
saya ini. Oleh kerana kesengsaraan kami
berlarutan saya telah pun menggada1kan semua
barang kamas saya bagi menstabilkan
perbelanjaan harian kami.
Dimaklumkan juga suami saya pernah
menghantar dua pucuk surat rayuan kepada
Y AB Perdana Menteri Malaysia tetapi sehingga
kehari ini tiada mendapat sebarang jawapan
daripada beliau sendiri. Surat-surat rayuan
tersebut seperti yang dinyatakan di bawah ini:• 1.10.84
surat rayuan kepada YAB Dato Seri
Dr. Mahathir bin Mohamad.
• 17.10.84
surat rayuan kepada YAB Oato Seri
Dr. Mahathir bin Mohamad.
Sukan surat sahaja yang dihantar rnalahan
suami saya telah menalipon kepada beliau lima
kali tetapi tiada mendapat perhatian. Suami
saya juga pernah bertemu muka dengan YAB
tetapi dukacita tiada mendapat perhatian,
malahan suam1 telah menerirna tekanan jiwa
daripada pegawai pegawai kanan di jabatannya
dengan mengasingkan beliau disebuah bilik
berasingan hampir setahun. Saya juga mendapat
tahu bahawa Y AB seorang pemimpin yang
suka menganjurkan kebaikan seperti Slogan
Bersih, Cekap dan Amanah, dan Kepimpinan
Melalui Teladan.
Saya berharap kepada Dr. dapat memanjang·
kan perihal k-ngsaraan saya serta surat-surat
rayu;m diakhbar, mudah mudahan Sultan atau
Raja dapat mengetahui nasib rakyatnya yang
dizalimi demi untuk menjaga Kedaulatan
Unadan-Undang serta Sistem Demokrasi Berpar1imen dan Raja Berperlembagaan kekal di
negara yang tercinta ini.
Akhir kata saya merayu dengan menyusun
jari sepuluh agar dapat tuan membentu saya di
dalam perkara ini. Mudah mudahan segala
kebaikan tuan balas oleh Allah S.W.T. dl
dunia dan di akhirat.
Sekian dimaklumkan, terirna kasih.
Saya isten yang malang

HOUSING

It is the epitome of oppressive unfairness when in each eviction the
wealthy with the help of the powerful enjoin in collaboration t o expel the
poor and the powerless.

he title of this paper had been
chosen to be "Eviction- The
Moral Aspects." Possibly, the'
most effective means by
which to apprehend the immoral ity of ev1ct1on on the part of con·
cerned individuals is through direct
sharing in the hardships which the poor
and powerless face in their daily toil
and suffering -toils which do not always
end in reward for the hard work put in
but which can all too easily be lost in a
single event of eviction. The loss of shel·
ter. the loss of one's sense of security,
the debilitating grief, humiliation and
frustration inflicted upon the victim are
only some of the attributes of another
depressing story torn from the pages
of human activity.
But because it is often not possible
to directly share in the experience of the
victims of eviction one is left only with
such means as campaigns. seminars and
writings with which to appraise the
problems of housing and to develop some
form of action. More importantly. there
should also be means through which one
nurtures not just pity but also com·
passion for the sufferings of the less
fortunate - for it is only when social
action springs from an inner sense of
pain when others are hurt that that action
becomes truthful and just.

T

There are three main thoughts which
come to mind in dealing with eviction.
The first is people. For eviction is not
just a social illness that needs to be
analysed and rectified. It is something
which affects famil ies, their hopes and
aspirat ions. Second and third come
poverty and powerlessness with each
begetting the other in an ever downward
spiral. If one is poor. land and houses.
among other things, become inaccessible.
Without power too one cannot effect
the changes to improve the conditions of
the poor. But both poverty and power·
lessness are inextricably linked to the
type of development that our country
pursues. Hence eviction is a glaring
example of the injustice perpetuated by
such development.
In general the many short-comings
of the present mode of development
include its heavy preference for the
upper levels of society in the form of
concentration of wealth and capital
in the hands of a minority, just as there
is a concentration of power. the unequal
access to resources and services, unfair
credit arrangements and forms of tech·
nology accessible only to those who
have accummulated the necessary capital.
More specific to the housing industry
are such factors as the lack of public
control over the production and distri·
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bution of materials used for housing
like cement, steel and bricks. the lack of
public control over house prices attended
by the maximisation of profits and
speculation as well as unfair access to
loans facilities. All those make house
ownership an unattainable dream for
an increasing section of the population.
For instance, it was estimated in the 1975
Household Budget and Expenditure
'Survey that the poor, earning less tnan
$300.00 could devote only $26.50 a
month of their total expenditure to
housing. Yet repayment of loans even for
low cost housing could be as high as
$100- 120. In such a situation it is only
those who are better off, and hence more
credit worthy, who get the preference in
loans considerations. The poor and needy
again lose out due to forces beyond their
control.
Mention has yet to be made of other
factors which contribute to the housing
problem, such as the notorious system of
under-the-counter payments and corruption in general, the possible conflict of
interest in land utilisation between State
and Federal authorit ies leading to the
fai lure to implement public housing pro·
grammes and the difficulties of getting
approval of plans from public authorities
It is against such problems (many of
which are structural in nature) in t.he
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nuus111y tnaustry tnat a great many
people are forced to battle. Yet like food
and clothing, shelter is indeed a basic requirement of people. It is one of the prerequisites of not only physical well-being
but also spiritual and intellectual development - in short it is a prerequisite for the
holistic development of the human being.
This is why no government can justifiably
be satisfied with its development programmes or policies as long as it hasn't
provided sufficiently for the b,asic needs
of the people without which the development of the human being is impossible.
A family that grows up in decent conditions has vastly greater opportunities for
leading a healthy life than one which is
forced to squat on someone else's land
with inadequate sanitation and services
and living under the threat of expulsion.
Having a proper house to shelter one's
family also means establishing a home
where they can share with others close to
them their experience of living. Indeed to
many people the yearning to gain access
to decent living conditions forms a substantial part of the fabric of hopes around
which their lives are woven - and justly
so.
Given the powerful material and
emotional basis of housing needs, it is no
surprise at all that many are forced to
resort to illegal squatting. When the
housing market is orientated towards
and dominated by the midd le and upper
classes can one blame squatters of railway
reserve land for being there? Similarly can
one indict the squatters of Sungei Nibong
for committing an illegal act if that
illegal act is about the only way they
can acquire some means of shelter?
And how really can it be possible not to
sympathise with the residents of Thean
Teik Estate in Penang or more recently
the residents of Kampong Melayu Bumi
Hijau and Kampong Sri Gombak for
taking a stand? To say that illegal squatters are the source of trouble is as illconceived as saying that it is thieves who
create trouble in a situation where in the
first place society offers them no other
means of survival than bv being thieves.
The climax of the injustice is symbolised in the repeated incidents of eviction. It
is the epitome of oppressive unfairness
when in each eviction the wealthy with
the help of the powerful enjoin in collaboration to expel the poor and the
powerless. It is the time when those
forces which had previously kept the
victims under threat now combine to
exceed the limits of humanity by turning
that threat into the breakdown of people's lives. In the case of one of the
residents at Thean Te1k it meant the
end of her life by gun shot.
It is pertinent for us to consider at
this point how the spiritual traditions
reflect on the issue of eviction since the
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topic here is the moral aspect of eviction.
In other words if one feels that eviction is
wrong and unjust then what would be the
philosophical and moral basis of such a
conviction and what do the spiritual traditions have to offer?
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To my mind there IS at least one
common and fundamental teaching of
our religious traditions which makes eviction and social injustice disharmonious
and that central message is the T ranscendent Unity of the totaiity of existence. It

~

is the message as revealed in the great religions which affirms the single unifying
sacredness of all humankind as well as
Nature itself. Thus one encounters in Hinduism the basic spiritual teachings that
despite the multitude of things and events
around us they remain only as different
manifestations of the same ultimate
reality, the reality of Brahman. In Islam
too there exists a doctrine of Unity
and the Oneness of God and because all
of existence, both animate and inanimate,
has its b~inning and its destiny in that
single Divine Unity there is' ultimately
no way of separating the well-being of
one from the other - we and everything
else are inter-connected. S milarly the
pervasiveness of sanctity or Transcendence in everything is alluded to in the
Tao Te Ching which in poem 25 says:
Someth ing there is, whose veiled
creation was
Before the earth or sky began to be;
So silent, so aloof and so alone,
It changes not, nor fails, but touches
all·
Conceive it as the mother of the
world.
Revealed r1essages of Divine Unity
are found also in Buddhism and Christianity. Indeed the work of poets too
have extolled the oneness of existence
such as wher Wil liam Blake wrote of
'seeing' " .... .... a World in a grain of
sand, and a Heaven in a w ild flower."
The point to which all this leads is
the affirmation of the Oneness of our
existence and its indivisibility. The
inter-connectedness of the welfare of
people (and Nature) is clearly established
in the spiritual traditions and it is also
these same traditions which exhort us
to hold justice and morality in the
highest esteem. It is in this sense that
a peaceful campaign for people's basic
right to housing may be seen as a spiritual
and moral undertaking even if the driving
motivations may not generally be recognised as such. It is also in this sense that
a society structured in such a manner
as to deprive a large proportion of
people of their basic right to housing
constitutes a defiance of the moral
tenets of religion.
Sources of moral authority against
the neglect of rights of people are also
to be found in various declarations such
as the United Nations Declaration on
Economic and Social Rights or the Universal Islamic Declaration of Human
Rights adopted towards the end of 1981
by the Islamic Council of Europe. Included in the latter was a declaration that
"Every person has the right to food, shelter, clothing, education and medical care
consistent with the resources of the community ."
But perhaps it is at the level of the
individual that the moral implications
of eviction are most important. For

white structural changes to society are
necessary before eviction and the conditions which allow it to happen can be
eliminated, it is equally necessary that
the individual be constantly aware of
the implications of his/her own actions,
values and life style. For instance there
would be something rlrr~stir.a l ly amiss
if one were to on the one hand be socially
involved with fighting for the right
to housing while on the ot her hand
engage in a life style dominated by
goals of position, acquisition and power,
the self-same attributes which distinguish that very structure of society we are
up against. As Mahatma Gandhi would
have said, "What would be the use of
elevating the status of Man if Man himself
is not elevated?"
Having said that, one now needs to
turn to the options available in overcomin9 the problems of housing shortage,
unequal distri bution and eviction. Some
of these measures have already been
listed in an earlier Aliran publication
entitled "5 Controversies" and these
include:
1) Certain legal amendments regarding
land matters should be made to
facilate the acquisition of land for
housing. The State Governments
should be urged to set aside appropriate land for housing and land·
use master plans should be prepared
in a manner that takes into account
the expansion of housing needs.
2) Control over the production and
distribution of building materials is
essential. This can be done by active
Government partiCipation through
subsidies in the provision of materials.
Joint ventures with the private sector
in the contracting and sub-contracting
of various stages of the production,
distribution of bui Iding materials as
well as the construction of houses
should be looked into. (Mere subsidies
in the form of financial or credit
facilities do not work.) In this way.
more control over the free market is
possible and a rational pricing policy
can be worked out without putting
undue strain on the consumers.
3) Enforce laws to curb speculation on
properties in order to stablize prices,
protect the buyers and reduce excessive profit-making.
4) Influence the pattern of ownership
of houses by ensuring that houses
go to the needy. It may even be
necessary to enforce a ruling that
nobody should own more than one
house. Severe penalty should be
imposed on those who do not comply.
5) Enable the poor to obtain credit
facilities in order for them to own
houses. Credit should be available
at very low interest, and repayment
within a time period without unduly
burdening the houseowner. The rich
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and those who can afford should
not be given too many concessions
or subsidies. In fact; higher interest
rates can be charged for those in
the higher inccme brackets.
6) Set up co-cperatives or self-help
housing progr3mmes in building and
maintaining houses especially those in
slum and squatter areas.
7) Update inflexible rules and legislations
that hamper the approval of layout
and building plans and clear bottlenecks in the housing development
process by eliminating administrative
red tape and ·evamping the decisionmaking structure.
8) Enforce anti-corruption measures in
a more meaningful and effective wa~ ,
both in the public and private sector.
9) More efficient planning and implementation of housing programmes is
needed urgently by drawing up comprehensive structure plans and coordinating the activities of various
departments involved in housing
development.
10)Ensure that there is adequate compensation for squatter residents who
will be consulted on plans to move
them instead of sending eviction
notices or worse, forcible eviction.
The areas to which squatter residents
are removed should also provide t hem
with the necessary means of maintaining a livelihood.
In the long-term however a total
transformation in the way society is
conducted will be necessary. Some of
the attributes of the new set-up should
include forms of common ownership
through a network of co-operatives
by means of which members of the local
communitY can r1aintain greater control
over industries, a decentralized social
network, an intermediate level of technology which is on a smaller and more
human scale and which would therefore
make production processes more accessible to people rather than capital owners
and also technologies which are not
only less capital but also less energy
intensive. Thus instead of using conventional forms of fuel for firing brickworks
in the manufacture of building materials,
one would consider using recycl e~
by-products of agriculture such as padi
husks derived from rice-milling. Instead
of using present day 3,000 tons/day
cement plants one would want to utilise
25 ton/day plants in greater numbers for
which capital investment per ton of
output is about half that for the large
plants.
It would also be a transformation
which would take into account Nature
and the environment, people and lifestyles, God and Man •

Tong VengWye
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Corruption

THE
OPIUM
EMPERORS
Simon Freeman

Pakistan supplies 80 per cent of the
heroin reaching addicts in Britain, Europe
and the United States, presenting a major
problem for Western narcotics agencies.
Efforts to stem the flow of the drug are
being thwarted by deep-seated corruption
in Pakistan. The writer details the form
that this corruption takes -from the
remote poppy fields near the Afghan
border to Pakistan's major cities.
umayun Khan (19), is studying for his A-levels. But he
need not worry about his
results or about finding a job.
He has an assured future- in
the family heroin business.
We met at his stall in Bara bazaar, an
hour's drive from Peshawar in northern
Pakistan and within walking distance of
the Afghan border.
Sara is a smugglers' market in the
tribal lands. Populated by violent and
feuding Pathans, the area is effectively
autonomous and has changed little over
the centuries. apart from the efficiency
and range of the guns that men and boys
sling over their shoulders.
Pakistani police and troops are rarely
seen. Foreigners are banned. Signs at the
border with the "settled" lands of Pakistan proclaim in English, French and
German: "Foreigners are not allowed to
go beyond this point. The Government of
Pakistan will not be responsible for any
loss to their life or property."
At Sara a few Pakistanis had come
from Peshawar, risking robbery or
kidnap, to barter for duty-free televisions,
radios, hi·fi, washing machines - goods
the bazaar legally handles. But many
stalls specialise in weapons: Soviet,
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Chinese, British, American; machineguns,
rifles, rockets, huge shells. Many more
stalls, like Humayun's, deal in drugs,
especially heroin.
We squatted on the floor of Humayun's stal l while his elder brother, Gulla,
fetched tea. "Our heroin is the best in the
market," said Humayun. "We can supply
anywhere in Pakistan. No problem. No
risk. We have made a lot out of heroin.
We can make you rjch too."
He pointed to the syringe on the
counter and offered me - a prospective
buyer - a sample. The day before. a
British customer interested in a bulk
order had tested the goods. The heroin
had been so pure, so strong, smiled
Humayun, that the man fainted. "We
took him to our residence. The next
morning he was well," he said, relishing
his after-sales service.
"I have a customer who started a few
years ago with one scooter. Now he has
six large houses," he said. Deliveries could
be arranged to Lahore, Islamabad,
Karachi. There would be a small surcharge to cover bribes involved in shipment, but there was no need to worry
about the law-enforcement agencies.
"There are 100 shops selling drugs," he
said. "Every shop pays 30,000 rupees
(about HK$18,000) a month to the
police and customs. Even the tribal chiefs
own shops. But they pretend not to.
Everyone is making money."
He talked in Urdu through my interpreter, Anwar Iqbal, an enterprising 28year-old journalist who works for the
English-language newspaper The Muslim
in the capital, Islamabad. The brothers
believed I was another greedy foreigner
eager to make a fortune through heroin.
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'We can give you kilos now," said Humayun. "Give us one week and we can get
you a lorry load."
"I have permanent customers all over
Europe, in Nigeria and Argentina. Yesterday I sold a Nigerian 165,000 rupees
(about HK$99,000) worth of heroin. He
has been a regular for eight months. But
yOu should not come here again. We will
use a contact in Peshawar." hP. said. "And
don't worry about police informers there.
We will bribe them."
He then gave me what he said was his
business card. Neatly printed on red
paper. it said: "Oai Travel Agency. New
Market. Near Bus Stand. Shah MarKet
Shop no. 23/24. Tel: 79235."
The brothers offered to show me the
poppy fields, the source for the opium
that provides the base for heroin. They
also suggested a tour of their "laboratories," a grandiose term for the funnels
and chemicals needed to convert opium
into heroin.
Less openly, Humayun tried to make a
side deal with Iqbal at my expense. Iqbal
could have - for starters - a kilogram of
pure heroin, suitable for intravenous use
in the West, for £4,500 (HK$40,500).
But Iqbal should charge me double so
they could split the extra money. Even
so, the deal would not have been a bad
one. One kilo of 65 per cent pure heroin
fetches between £ 150,000 and £ 180,000
(HK$1.3 million and $1.6 million) in
Britain.
With the light fading, the brothers said
they would drive us back to Peshawar,
because the police sometimes beat up
foreigners who had wandered into tribal
lands.
We were stopped at a customs checkpost as we reached "settled" territory. An
officer asked why a "white" was in the
car. "He is my friend," said Humayun
and we drove through. At the next checkpost there was a brief, shouted exchange
of jokes about Humayun having "goods"
in the boot. But we were not searched.
The officers' indifference was surpassed only by an incident the next day
when we were on the road to Landi
Kotal , another smugglers' market, at the
foot of the Khyber Pass. One of the five
customs men at the lslamia College post.
Abdul Hafiz Niazi, was not only puffing
contentedly on a hash joint, but he
offered to share it with me.
Humayun Khan's family has been in
the drug business for 20 years. The poppy
has been grown in their area and in
Afghanistan and I ran for as long as anyone can remember. Until 1979 opium was
sold legally in 333 government-licensed
shops in Pakistan. There were more than
300,000 addicts but nobody much cared;
they tended to be poor and illiterate.

Profits for families like the Khans, dealing
in opium and hash, were modest.
Then in 1980 Pakistan was suddenly.
thrust to centre stage in the international
drugs drama. There was a poor poppy
crop in Southeast Asia - the "Golden
Triangle" - but a bumper one 1n Pakis·
tan, Afghanista1 and Iran, the "Golden
Crescent." An estimated 800 tons of
opium was produced, enough to make 80
tons of heroin .
The dealers in Iran and Afghanistan
both had problems in distributing their
bounty. In Iran, the ayatollahs' revolu·
tion of 1979 had brought a ruthless
crackdown on drug traffickers. Afghanis·
tan was invaded by the Soviet Union later
the same year. That left Pakistan.
Legend has it that a German chemist
handed the Pakistanis the not-very·
complicated secret of processing opium
into heroin. Palcistan was set to become
the world's major producer of the world's
most destructive drug. And, as Humayun
put it, since then it has just been a
question of piling up the money.
Under pressure from Western narcotics
agencies, the Pakistan Government had
by now outlawed opiul1} and stiffened
penalties for drug dealing. But the three
great smugglers' bazaars in the tribal lands
- Sara, Landi Kotal and Darra - are
symbols of the Government's enduring
impotence. Sometimes it stages bloody,
but cosmetic, raids on the three markets.
The raids do little to halt the flow of
heroin. They merely encourage dealers to
shift their stalls to quieter markets. More·
over, the bazaars represent only the most
visible tip of the heroin trade. The men
who finance the deals. shrugging off the
arrest of their couriers in London, Frank·
furt or New York as part of the business
and in the meantime amassing millions,
perhaps billions, operate from luxury
homes in Peshawar, Lahore or Karachi.
One drug dealer, introduced to me by
a Western narcotics agent who· uses the
man as an informer, said : "The big guys
are never caught. They have the money
to buy protection. And tht:!y cHI:! sitting
right pretty at home. I have seen men
who live in tt·e tribal areas. Big men.
They are sitting in rooms filled with
money. As God is my w1tness. They sit
there staring at the money. They don't
believe in banks. Silly bastards."
The profile of a typical, established
smuggler would run like this. He would
probably live in Lahore or Karachi or
Peshawar, and would receive his supplies
by road from the "laboratories." He
would be a man who believes that
smuggling, whether in radios, hi-fi, hash
or heroin, is a perfectly reasonable way
to earn a living. He may have business
partners to spread the losses if his
couriers are arrested.
He lives well and entertains lavishly.
His guest list always includes senior legal

and Army officers and civil servants;
many would receive regular bribes from
him. Everyone in his city knows how he
makes his living. Many quite admire him.
If he is arrested - a rare occurrence he usually bribes his way to freedom
before or after trial. If by some accident
he is sentenced, he serves only two years
in jail, the minimum term for trafficking
in amounts of more than 10 grams.
Smugglers like this thrive because of
corruption - of police, customs, airport
security, bureaucrats - and because of
the incompetence and indifference of the
Government. "Everyone, from the top to
the bottom, is corrupt. Everyone is badlypaid. How else do people survive?" said
an intelligence officer in Peshawar.
He dismissed the official statistics purporting to show how l ittle heroin is now
produced and how much seized. "The
figures are all cooked up. They are not
taken seriously here. They are meant to
satisfy the West."
A few days later in Karachi, this theme
was echoed by a senior police officer. The
official is a long-standing contact of a
local journalist, Kamran Khan (26). who
has written a series of brave exposes on
corruption within the city's law enforcement agencies.
The officer to whom I spoke was, said
Khan, "pretty corrupt" himself but, by
local standards, was fairly effective. "I
have seen him take a bribe of 20,000
rupees (about HK$11,700)," Khan said.
"But he is not the worst. I know officers
who own mills and fa~tories."
The officer earns less than £150
(HK$1,350) a month. Yet he lives in a
large house in one of the most fashio·
nable parts of Karachi. He runs several
handsome cars. As we talked in his living
room, he offered me a large imported
cigar worth a sizeable chunk of his salary.
He owns a colour television and a video.
He found many of my questions
amusingly naive and slapped his knee
with enjoyment. Why did the police not
close Sohrab Goth market, on the out·
skirts of the city, I asked him? I had been
offered as much heroin as I wanted there,
while a traffic policeman stood within
yards of the store. A police check-post
a few hundred yards away was just as
busy ignoring the obvious drug-dealing
going on in the market.
The officer laughed. "Look, the
Government is making money. Take the
coast guards. They make millions out of
smuggling. Not just heroin. Everything.
Of course the police are paid not to raid
Sohrab Goth."
A few days earlier, a truck carrying
126 ki lograms of heroin had been seized
as it entered Karachi from Peshawar.
Surely this proved that the authorities
were not entirely corrupt? "Officially all
heroin taken by us is destroyed," he said.
"But often it is resold." A few days later
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there were reports that a police inspector
had resold 20 kilograms of seized heroin.
His punishment was a transfer to another
station.
Several officers with whom I spoke
named the same major heroin dealers.
Indeed, their names have appeared in the
local press as the new smuggl ing aristo·
cracy. They agreed that Anwer Khattak
had made millions. He was sentenced by
a court in absentia last September to
three years in jail. But the officers say he
lives, untroubled by the police, in an
exclusive district of Karachi called
Defence 5.
Four others sentenced with Khattak
- his brother Ajmal, Haji Mittho,
Dawood Jat and Iqbal Shah - are alsO'! ·
believed to be free in Karachi. The two
officers also spoke of Ashraf Rana, who
they believe lives in Karachi after jumping
bail on a drugs charge in Britain, and
Mushtaq Malik, the so-called Black
Prince. He was arrested last month on
heroin-smuggling charges after he had
foolishly insulted an Army officer at a
party.
Malik was charged with Feroz Gitto,
who reportedly owns a car showroom in
Karachi and Nisar Ahmed who, like Rana,
jumped bail in Britain.
Apart from the corruption, there was
initially another reason for Pakistan's
lack of concern about heroin. It was
seen as a Western problam - the conse·
quence, the Government privately argued,
of atheistic decadence.
Only now is the Pakistan Government
realising that the drug is producing a
potential social and political timebomb at
home. In 1980 there were hardly any
heroin addicts in Pakistan . Now, it is
estimated, there are 200,000 to 500,000
at least. Unlike the old opium down·and·
outs, the heroin addicts are often the sons
and daughters of the educated, wealthy
classes.
Worse, more and more addicts are
emerging among the agencies that are
supposed to check the trafficking police, customs, airport security.
Dr. Oazi Rishad Ahmad, senior
registrar in psychiatry at Karachi Civil
Hospital, said that the Government was
"very concerned" about this addiction.
Ahmad (33), knew he was risking his job
by talking to a foreign journalist, but said
it was his duty. The Government was
sending dubious officers for screening.
"In one batch of airport security force
men, 30 out of 40 were heroin addicts."
Poppy production is certainly down in
areas controlled by the Government. But
the drug-fighters' best hope is that
Pakistan's domestic heroin problem will
breed enough crime to jerk the Government into action. On the evidence so far
it seems a forlorn hope e
Reproduced from Times service
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HUMAN FILE

Ange had a free spirit, but she was not a free
woman. She had decided that she would not be
to her children as her mother was to her.

S

he was an ordinary woman, and
beautiful. Her father was an
English planter, and her mother
the only daughter of a Thai immigrant.
The combination of east and west was
striking in Angelina, or "Ange" as she
was more affectionately known. Her
parents, younger brother and older adopted sister had settled in a small town in
Perak just before World War II. Her father
travelled extensively to manage the then
English-owned rubber plantations, leav1ng
Ange and her siblings under the steady
but Draconian hand of Siamese Mrs.
Saunders.
It would be naive to say that in
Ange's days life was simple. The town
was modern enough, friends were many,
education and social activities not
wanting. At home, Ange enjoyed the
luxurious comforts of the Mat Salleh
domicile - servants to wash, cook and
clean, chauffeur-driven car. and gardeners
to tend to the spacious bungalow garden.
Life would have been a fairy-tale save for
one harsh reality - the highly conservative, culture-bound thinking of Ange's
mother. Ange had a free spirit, but she
was not a free woman.
Ange attended the local government
school with her sister and brother. being
driven to and fro at first, then advancing
to the more fashionable bicycling. The
school was co-ed and Ange benefitted
from the pleasures of heterosexual friend-
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ships. She had no lack of admirers, but
was conservative enough to keep all rela·
tionships at the platonic level. She was a
keen sportswoman and hockey was her
favourite game. The g1rls' school team
was coached by the Sen1or hockey team
captain, Arthur, an eighteen-year-old
Anglo-Indian, popular for his good looks,
good build, and maturity. Playing under
his instructions Ange and Arthur formed
a close friendship that was to be for life.
Mrs Saunders watched her daughter
bloom into a young woman. She noted,
not distastefully. the many young admirers who came calling regularly at the
house to "discuss homework" or to invite
Ange out for games. Ange's independent
mobility gave her easy access to social ising, Mrs. Saunders observed also with
much despair. Her unchecked frequency
in going out worried Mrs. Saunders who
knew that in the small town, Ange's
public movements would adversely affect
her nubility. Mrs. Saunders thought it not
unmotherely then to undertake the task
of finding a suitable husband for her
spirited daughter before it was too late.
She was not blind, too, to one particular
dark young man who came more often
than the others and with whom Ange
spent longer hours. Although Arthur was
the son of her very close friend, Mrs.
Saunders was not about to concede
family interests for the sake of keeping an
old friendship.
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Ange was now eighteen and on the last
stage of her education. Her future looked
exciting. She was mentally and socially
equipped for the adult world. Arthur,
now twenty-three and working in the
Civil Ser~ice, facilitated her emotionally.
She had everything within her reach. If
only she had known that such optimum
opportunities occur rarely and for brief
moments in I ife.....
In the usual matchmak ing custom,
Mrs. Saunders arranged for a visit from
her potential son-in-law. The thirty-yearold Indian businessman came promptly at
four to look over his "bride". Ange was
made to serve tea to this guP.st, a hospi 1.'3··
lily usually handled by their servant. She
was confused but not totally ignorant of
the dealings of her mother. The man
came and left without too much fuss. It
seemed that negotiations had been concluded. To further prepare her unassuming nubile daughter. Mrs. Saunder's proceeded to axe all possible avenues that
could darken the still untarnished reputation of her daughter. Anye's only pair
of game shoes were hidden to prevent her
from going out. Mrs. Saunder's hottempered father verbally abused Arthur.
"I'll ktll you if you ever come by here
again!" he threatened.
Ange was made to do more household
chores, sewing and crocheting, to prepare
her for the future. Spies were sent to
follow Ange on her way to and from
school, to report on any delays or unmentioned meetings. The reports created ugly
scenes at horne and Angc felt herself
more and more flung into the merciless
powers of narrow t raditions. Her flawless
future crumbled progressively, revealing
nothing but bleak fate.
If not for her hard, ·fighting spirit, and
the considerable assurance offered by
Arthur, Ange would have succumbed to
the fast plans of Mrs. Saunders. Anything
was better than remaining at home under
the hawkish eyes of her mother. Ange
said "Yes" to Arthur's proposal and they
were married discreetly at the nearest
Registrar's office w ith t wo close friends
as witnesses. Ange wore her only white
dress but she had no bouquet, no veil and
no blessings from either set of parents.
They returned to Arthur's home after a
short honeymoon. There were no smiling
faces to welcome them. Instead Arthur's
mother quickly showed Ange her place
and responsibilities at home, as the only
daughter-in-law living with her. Effectively. she was to be the unpaid servant to
'her Indian mothe r -in-law, working
together with Angela, the orphaned teen·
ager and household servant-girl.
continued on page 18

Perkauman Dan Perpaduan Negara

Perpaduan
Antara KaumBeberapa Soalan
Bahagian Kedua
saha menghapuskan polarisasi
kaum memanglah buka.nnya
sesuatu yang mudah dilakukan. Walau bagaimanapun
ianya bukanlah mustahil asal
saja kita sanggup mendekati masalah
perpaduan antara kaum secara rasional
berdasarkan sejarah masa lalu dan rcaliti
masa kini. Bertolak dari kesedaran
ini pihak kerajaan hendaklah mengambil
beberapa langkah dengan segera.
Pertamanya, kerajaan hendaklah jelas
menerangkan kepada orang ramai tentang
sejarah masa lalu dan kenyataan masa
kini. lni boleh dilakukan me lalui radio,
televisyen, akhbar serta majalah-majalah,
dan juga sekolah dan pertubuhan-pertubuhan sosial. Orang rarnai masih kurang
faham, kalaupun tidak jahil sama sekali,
tentang sejarah dan latar belakang negara
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yang sememangnya bersifat keMelayuan. Lebih tepatnya, mereka tidak
sanggup melihat keadilan sosial berdasarkan apa yang telah berlaku pada masa
lalu dan yang sedang ujud · sekarang.
Kerap kal i, sesuatu pandangan hanya
rnengambil kira salah satu dari keduaduanya - kebenaran sejamh masa lalu
atau kenyataan masa kini. Hasilnya
rnuncullah pandangan yang tidak adil
kepada golongan-golongan yang terlibat,
iaitu Bumiputera dan bukan Bumiputera.
Keadilan sosial yang dinyatakan sebelum ini tentunya menuntut supaya
dikotomi Bumiputera/bukan Bumiputera
dihapuskan. Dikotorni ini terpaksalah
dihapuskan jika kita benar-benar kornited
kepada perpaduan antara kaurn. Golongan
Bumiputera sudah pasti tidak bersetuju
kerana rnereka menganggap tindakan ini
akan menamatkan usaha memelihara
kepentingan mereka. Seterusnya, pada
hemat mereka, ini akan membawa kepada
suasana di mana kedudukan ekonomi
golongan Burniputera akan diancarn oleh
kekuatan ekonomi golongan bukan Burniputera yang sememangnya sudah kukuh.
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Pandangan seperti ini sesungguhnya tidak
dapat dipertanggungjawabkan sematarnata kerana ianya tidak rasional.
Pemansuhan dikotomi Bumiputera/
bukan Bumiputera hasil dari pemansuhan
Dasar Ekonomi Baru tidak akan mernbawa
kepada terhentinya usaha memelihara
kedudukan ekonomi Bumiputera jika kita
tidak sanggup rnereformasi struktur ekonomi kita yang arnat bersifat kapitalis ini.
Harus disedari bahawa walaupun Dasar
Ekonomi Baru diamal manfaat yang
dirasai oleh golongan Bumiputera bukannya bersifat sama rata. Yang menikmati
sebahagian besar . dari manfaat Dasar
Ekonomi Baru ialah golongan peniaga
Bumiputera. lnilah sebabnya mengapa
sekarang ini telah muncul di sana sini
tokoh-tokoh jutawan Bumiputera. Sebahagian besar Bumiputera hanya mendapat manfaat dalam bentuk pekerjaan,
pinjaman secara kecil-keci lan dari bank,
peluang pelajaran di peringkat tinggi,
bantuan secara subsidi dan lain-la in lagi.
Dasar Ekonorni Baru dalam sistem
ekonomi kita yang scrnemangnya bersifat
kapitalis ini akan lebih menguatkan lagi
sifat kapitalis ekonomi kita. Dalam
keadaan begini bagaimanakah kemiskinan ·
hendak diatasi? Pada hal menghapuskan
kemiskinan adalah salah satu dari matlamat Dasar Ekonomi Baru! Tidak ada
mana-mana ~istem ekonorni kapitalis
dalarn dunia yang telah berjaya mengatasi
kem iskinan serta sekali gus menyamaratakan kekayaan dan pendapatan negara.
lni tidak bererti yang kita harus
menggantikan sistem ekonomi kapitalis
kita ini dengan sistem sosialis kerana dari
beberapa segi kapitalisme bertentangan
dengan sosialisme. Sejarah telah pun
menunjukkan bahawa sosialisme juga
telah gagal mengatasi cabaran-cabaran
dalam usaha membentuk masyarakat yang
adil dan saksama. Walaupun sosialisme
telah berjaya mengatasi masalah perbezaan dalam masyarakat, ianya telah
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gagal memelihara kebebasan rnanusia,
satu-satunya sifat kemanusiaan yang tidak
ternilai. Pendek kata sejarah manusia
ialah kisah-kisah manusia memperjuangkan kebebasan. Jika kebebasan dipisahkan dari manusia maka hilanglah sifat
kemanusiaannya. lni harus disedari oleh
semua yang cintakan kemanusiaan.
Untuk menjadikan sistem ekonomi
kita lebih bersifat adil serta saksama
kita perlu mereformasinya supaya manamana unsur yang tidak adil dapat digantikan dengan unsur-unsur yang lebih adil.
Usaha ini tentunya memerlukan daya
fikir yang kuat dari semua yang ingin
rnemperjuangkan keadilan. Sesungguhnya
ini adalah salah satu cabaran besar yang
di hadapi seluruh rnanusia sejagat. Janganlah pula kita ketinggalan dalam usaha
mencari jawapan kepada cabaran ini.
Dalam proses mengujudkan perpaduan
antara kaum pihak ~erajaan haruslah
juga berusaha rnenunjukkan kepada orang
rarnai bahawil dalam beranika budaya
dan tradisi agama yang ada dalam masyarakat kita 101 terdapat n.ilai-nilai
bersama yang harus ditekankan. Elok
disedari bahawa di peringkat falsafah
masyarakat terdapat banyak titik-titik
persarnaan di antara Islam dengan lainlain agama dalam masyarakat kita ini.
Setengah dari nilai-nilai ini berkaitan
dengan konsep kekeluargaan, penolakan
sikap tamak haloba serta rasuah dan
pentingnya nilai-nilai luhur dalam kepimpinan. Dalam hal ini ulama-ulama
Islam harus memberi perhatian kepada
nilai-nilai sejagat dalam Islam di samping
aspek-aspek amalan. Begitulah juga dengao tokoh-tokoh agama lain. Mereka
juga hendaklah melihat agama masingmasing secara luas sambil memberi
perhatian kepada nilai-nilai universal
dalarn agama mereka.
Satu lagi usaha yang sewajarnya dilakukan ialah menerima masuk muridmurid dari kaum-kaum lain secara keci lan
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ke dalam sekolah-sekolah yang hanya
menerima murid-murid dari satu kaum.
Begitu juga dengan maktab yang hanya
menerima pelajar dari satu kaum saja.
Pelajar-pelajar dari kaum-kaum lain harus
diterima masuk secara kecil, buat per·
mulaan. Seterusnya asrama-asrama yang
hanya disediakan untuk pelajar dari satu
kaum saja hendaklah dibuka kepada
pelajar-pelajar dari kaum lain.
Kerajaan hendaklah memberi layanan
yang sama kepada semua penuntut yang
terdidik dalam baha&:~ Malaysia sejak dari
mula mereka bersekolah dalam erti kata
yang sebenarnya. Adalah tidak adil jika
penuntut-penuntut i'"li tidak diterima sebagai pemuda pemudi Malaysia. Mereka·
lah yang terlibat se:::ara langsung dalam
proses pembentukan masyarakat Malaysia
yang akan datang. Sehubungan dengan
ini mereka tidak boleh dibeza-bezakan
berdasarkan perbezaan kaum dalam pemberian biasiswa atau pun tempat-tempat
di pusat-pusat pengajian tinggi. Apa yang
harus diambil kira hanyalah tarat sosio·
ekonomi serta keupayaan intelektual
sebagai ukuran. Lagipun dengan cara
begini kita mampu mempertahankan
kualiti sistem pelajaran kita sebagai
sumber tenaga mahir dan intelektual.
Akhirnya, pemimpin-pemimpin kita
sama ada dari pihak pemerintah atau
pembangkang mestilah mula melihat
masalah-masalah ekonomi dan sosial
masyarakat kita dari perspektif bukan
perkauman. Masalah-masalah masyarakat
adalah
akibat
kelemahan·kelemahan
dalam sistem masyarakat itu sendiri.
lanya tidak ada kena mengena dengan
kelemahan ataupun sifat·sifat mana-mana
kaum tertentu dalam masyarakat ber·
kenaan. Jelaslah bahawa pendekatan yang
tidak berasaskan unsur-unsur perkauman·
lah yang lebih tepat. lanya merupakan
pendekatan yang rasional dan kerana itu
lebih dekat kepada kebenaran.
Yang penting sekarang bukannya soal
boleh atau tidak perpaduan diujudkan
dolom mosyorokot Malaysia yang berbilang kaum dan agama ini. Sangkaan
bahawa perpaduan antara kaum tidak
mungkin ujud dalam masyarakat yang
majmuk adalah mitos. Mereka yang
berpendapat begini selalunya memerlukan
sentimen perkauman untuk memelihara
kedudukan politik mereka ataupun
mereka sama sekali jahil dalam proses
pembentukan masyarakat. Memang tidak
salah jika dikatakan bahawa masa depan
masyarakat Malaysia bergantung kepada
setakat mana kita berjaya bersatupadu
hingga membawa kepada sikap kenegaraan
bersama dalam ertinya yang sebenar. Jika
kita gagal dalam usaha ini pasti kita akan
dikutuk oleh anak cucu kita nanti sebagai
tidak bertanggungjawab. S~jarah tidak
pernah menipu sesiapa •
Yusoff Ahmad Sh•riff
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continued from page 16 ANGE

now with other wives and mothers in the
neighbourhood.
Ange took to her tasks willingly
Then Arthur's mothor became serious·
thinking it was a necessary act of good
ly ill With termina cancer. Her once
behaviour towards Arthur's mother. She
favoured son. Arthur's elder brother, had
wanted badly to be accepted. She also
reluctantly tried to look after her so
wanted to continue schooling but Arthur
Arthur brought her back to lpoh. Ange
forbade her. He did not want a working
a~d he cared unceasmgly for her until she
wife, he said. Ange felt that she had
d1ed. It was in one of those days that she
jumped from the frying pan into the fire.
br?ke d?wn and apologised to Ange for
The option she had chosen to save herself
mrstreatmg her. How wrongly she had
now fell into a mess as unappotising as
Judged Ange and how little she could
~he swill she mixed to feed the goats. The
t:Xf.Jt:<.:t Ange to forgive her now. Ange·s
mcessa~t complaints made about her by
heart was softened. All she could see was
Arthurs mother, and the increasing encroachment on her freedom drove Ange
a frightened, lonely old woman. She
cried when her mother-in-law died. She
to her second breakaway. Arthur was
transferred to a bigger town a hundred
cried again a few years later when her
miles away and Ange insisted that she
own mother passed away. Tho two
persons she had both loved and hated
should follow. They would be alone in a
were now fmally gone.
new place with no friends but Ange
The children grew up. They moved
would not let that thought dampen her
again, this time into their own home
fervent longing to be free.
which Arthur bought through a govern·
His mother pleaded and begged, threament loan. T1ough they were financially
tened and abused, cried and threw tancomfortable snd Ange was now more motrums. She said she would disown him
bile she still felt the pam of restrictions.
and told him never to return, but Arthur
She recalled the times when she and Arand Ange left. Mrs. Saunders did not
thur had arguments over money, and how
come to see them off though she had
in defiance of his refusal to take them for
already been reconciled with Ange after
a holiday,shepacked the children and hermany months of unabated anger. They
self into a train and headed to Arthur's
boarded the train with their meagre
home for two weeks, without his knowl·
belongings and set off for lpoh. The only
edge. It was a few days later that he
strength Ange had to face the uncertain
wrote to apologise and then came down
future with was the prospect of a life
to join the family. Ange knew she had
within her own control and Arthur beside
her.
evolved into a more determined and confident woman although many times she
They managed to rent a small room in
still
gave in to Arthur's conservative
a house with the help qf Arthur's friend.
wishes. The spirit of resiliance and fearlpoh was a big and strange town. When
lessness slowly came to the forefront
Arthur left for work each morning, Ange
again. It had not died but remained under
would lock the door and all the windows
the many covers of wifely and motherly
to hide herself in safety. She kept house
responsibilities.
for Arthur, saw to his meals, washed and
When she sat back and thought of the
ironed his clothes. Life became bearable,
values she had chosen to teach her
but deep inside her she still regretted not
children, she was glad. She had decided
having finished schooling and pursuing a
that she would not be to them as her
career. Arthur gave her money to buy
mother was to her. The children enjoyed
provisions every month but Anqe only
freedom ill CitOOSillg tlit:ir UWII rr it:rHJS
managed to save a few cents for herself
and
later, spouses. She was glad that they
from that. The financial restrictions conhad proper schoolmg and three of them
fined her movements even more. Arthur
graduated from tertiary institutions. She
sometimes took her out to the cinema,
enjoyed
their company and they always
but most of the time they stayed within
welcomed hers. If Ange had felt unsatis·
the four walls of their rented room.
fied that she had not done what she
Then Ange became pregnant. She was
wanted in life, it was satisfying to know
now twenty. The baby boy was born in
that now she had still gotten what she
February of her twenty-first year. Ange
wanted - having fulfilled a responsibility
launched into a career of motherhood
with unspeakable reward. For her three
without much choice or preparation. Mrs.
daughters she was happy to see them
Saunders came to visit and was pleased
choose their own vocations. They were
with her grandson. It seemed this made
independent. Ange had not perpetuated
up for her daughter's infidelity.
the cruel ty of her time. Such a contriTime passed quickly for Ange as she
bution was equally as valuable, if not
became accustomed to homelife. Many of
more, than having done the same through
her ~earnings became quelled in the daily
a
career
routme of housewifery. By her thirtieth
year she had f ive children, and the fami ly
liP is a guest writer.
had moved into their own government
She is acti1•ely invoh·ed in
quarters. Ange had made many friends by
women's issues.

e
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CURRENT COMMENT
A record of Aliran's complete press statements
made in the preceding months

Declaration Of Assets

A

is practised. Aliran Sabah Bureau once
again calls upon both state and Federal
leaders to declare their ass~ts PUBLICLY.

dation is a gross violation of election
regu lations. Voters should be allowed to
make their choices withou t expectation
of reward or fear of punishment. This
is the essence of electoral competition
in a parliamentary democracy. If Dr.
Mahathir does not care to uphold this
vital democratic principle, then the entire
political system will be in jeopardy.
Besides, every citizen, irrespective of
political or party affiliation, is entitled
to development. This is an inherent
human right. The concept of a human
being's inherent right to development is
embodied in the United Nations' International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights. As a firm suppo~er
of the United Nations and its guiding
principles, Or. Mahathir Mohamad shou ld
not advocate a position which smacks
of d iscrimination.
He should also bear in mind that since
all of us pay taxes, we .are all entitled to
the benefits of development. Voters pay
taxes to the government, regardless of
whether they had voted for the party in
power or not during the previous election.
It follows from this that the government
must provide development to everyone, whatever their party or political
af filiation.
Finally, Ali ran cannot help but
observe that the Barisan Chairman's
statement is reminiscent of Tambunan.
It is worth pointing out that it was
during the Tambunan episode that Or.
Mahath ir stated catagorically that "the
Barisan Nasional is committed to provide
development and other infrastructure
facilities to the people irrespective of
their political inclinations". He said
th is on the 12 of January 1985. He
should not go back on his word.

liran Sabah Bureau
Y.F. Liau
views with concern recent controversies
Coordinator, Sabah Bureau
like the BMF scandal and t he UMBC
affair that have resulted in the erosion of
28 July 1986
puhlic confidP.nc:P. in thP. prP.sent Federal
government. Corruption, now at an even
bigger scale and the lack of public
accountability are two of the main
reasons which have contributed to this
crisis of confidence. More and more
Bribing & Threatening
people are now doubting the integrity
of the people in power.
It is in this light that Aliran Sabah
Iiran is deeply dis·
Bureau reiterates its call to both state
appointed with the statement made by
and Federal governments to follow the
Barisan Chairman and caretaker Prime
example set by the Aquino leadership
Minister, Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir
in the Phil ippines by declaring their
Mohamad, that "the Government is not
assets to the public. This should not be
keen on providing allocations for developlimited to cabinet mi nisters alone b ut
ment in opposition-held constituencies
should also include MPs and assemblybecause the opposition parties would use
men.
the funds as capital to get popular".
Oat uk Pa irin Kitingan and his governDr. Mahathir's statement can be
ment should now make into reality th is
described as both ·'inducement' to, and
proposal first voiced out by A liran
'intimidat ion' of, the voter. It is a form
President, Dr. Chandra Muzaffar in his
of inducement since he is trying to ent ice
call to the state government to "lead
voters to support Barisan candidates with
the way" during his visit to Sabah in May.
the promise of development allocations.
Datuk Pairin was reported in the press as
It is a form of intimidation since he is
"giving it a lot of thought". After the
threatening to deny voters development
commendable manner in which the recent
assistance if they support opposition
candidates.
state election was handled, the Chief
The Barisan Chairman should know
Minister and his government should now
that any form of inducement or intimitake an even bolder step by being the
29 July 1986
first state to implement this proposal:
even more so considering the history of
blatant corruption in the state. Now
that PBS is firmly in government, it
should prove its critics wrong that it is
not corrupted by getting its leaders
to declare their assets publicly. It is
in their interest to do so since it would
deter corrupt elements from joining
the PBS.
At the moment only Federal ministers
need to declare their assets and only to
the Prime Minister. A liran Sabah Bureau
feels that this is not enough as large
amounts of public funds are involved.
The public therefore has a right to know.
In holding publ ic office, individuals
must be prepared to be accountable to
the public. Suspicion must be dispelled,
confidence restored and public concern
met. It is important that the ci t izens
of this country see that DEMOCRACY Tambunan: an example of inducement and intimidat.ion

A
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Chandra Muzaffar
President
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The General Election

A

II Malaysians have
a responsibility to ensure that the seventh
General Election on the 2nd and 3rd of
August 1986 is 'leld in a peaceful atmosphere. The various rules pertaining to
the actual poll should be respected by all
political parties, election candidates and
their supporters. The sanctity of the
ballot must be t.pheld at all costs. There
should not be the slightest suggestion of
any impropriety in the conduct of the
elections.
In this connection, the Election Commission, the Pol ce and the Barisan caretaker Government have a particularly
heavy burden to bear. The Election
Commission and the Police must be seen
to be even-handed in discharging their
duties. The caretaker Government should
act within its limited jurisdiction in
ensuring that the election is free and fair.
This deserves to be emphasized mainly
because the caretaker Government has
been quite blatant in the abuse of its role.
Barisan leaders, for instance, have exploited the vast resources of the State
for electioneering purposes. They have
misused the media to such an extent
that both newspapers and television
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merely function as channels of Barisan
propaganda. On the one hand, the Barisan
holds out 'development' as a bait; on the
other, it instils fear of a May 13th type
riot as a threat. Every instrument of
influence has been mobilized to the hilt
with the aim of accomplishing a landslide
victory for the Barisan.
Whatever the Barisan's goal, it is our
fervent hope that its leadership will
accept w1th grace the verdict of the
electorate on the 3rd of August. Just
as the Barisan should honour the election
resu Its in the true spirit of democracy,
so should opposition parties respect the
wishes of the people expressed through
the ballot box. Neither winners nor
losers should do anything which can be
interpreted as an attempt to repudiate
the democratic process.
At the same time. al l pol i tical parties
and the general public should refrain
from exuberant displays of emotions
following the election results. Both
Government and opposition parties
should agree not to hold victory processions or other such related activities.
If all those who matter, whether in
Government or the opposition, are prepared to uphold the principles upon
w hich Parliamentary Democracy is
founded, there would be no reason for

anyone to fear what could happen after
the General Election.
Chandra Muzaffar
President
Ali ran
On behalf of:-

• Malaysian
(MTUC)
•

Trades

Union

Congress

Office for Human Development (OHD)

• Selangor

Graduates Society

(SGS)

•

Environmental
Protection
Malaysia (EPSM)

Society

•

Aliran Kesedaran Negara (All RAN)

•

Association of Women Lawyers (Selangor and Federal Territory) (AWC)

1 August 1986

Congratulations to the Barisan

A

Iiran congratulates
the Barisan Nasional for its victory in
the recent General Election. It acquired
four-fifths of the seats in Parliament

and retained control of all the State
Assemblies.
It is our hope that the Barisan government will use its enormous power with
a sense of restraint and humility. It must
prove through deeds that it is capable of
becoming more accountable and democratic than it has been in the last five
years. At the same time it must not
betray the confidence of the people by
straying from the straight and narrow
path of honesty and integrity. The
last five years, in this respect, have
generated some disillusionment with t he
government.
The Barisan leadership must recognise
the strong urban vote for the Democratic
Action Party (DAP) as a refl ect ion of this
disil lusionment with the government's
handling of various national issues,
including financial scandals like BMF,
EPF, UMBC anc Maminco.
Apart from strengthening democrat ic
accountabilit y and ensuring the integrity
of the political leadership, the Barisan
government must also mobil ise all material
and human 'esources to overcome
the challenge posed by the economic
recession.
Chandra Muzaffar
President

5 August 1986

The Question of the Chief
Min istership
A
ccording to Parlia·
mentary practice it is t he leader' of the
party that has won 1he major ity of seats
in the State Assembly who should head
the government. This means that Dr. Lim
Chong Eu, as Chairman of the Barisan
Nasional in Penang, should be the Chief
Minister. The number of seats that each
component party of the Barisan obtained
in the recent election is a secondary
factor. For the Barisan contested the
election as a single party.
Besides, the State Constitution also
makes it clear that whoever wants to be
Chief Minister must command the support
of the majority of the members of the
State Assembly. Given the endorsement
of the DAP, it is obvious that Dr. Lim
Chong Eu also has the confidence of the
majority of State Assembly members.
More important, however, Aliran feels
that the questi::>n of whether the Chief
Minister is a Malay or Chinese or from
some other corr~munity is not crucial to
the future of Penang or the nation.
Whatever his or her ethnic origin, the
Chief Minister will still be carrying out

Barisan policies.
What is really important is whether
these policies are just and fair to the
people. Rather than focus upon the ethnic
origin of the off ice-holder, Penangites
and Malaysians should be more concerned
about whether our leaders are honest and
upright , w ise and sincere, dedicated and
diligent or not. Through our obsession
with superficia l ethnic issues we are losing
sight of the fundamental social challenges
confronting our people.
Chandra Muzaffar
President

7 August 1986

challenges facing the nation. One, the
economic decline and two increasing
ethnic polarization.
To demonstrate that the government
is earnest about tack ling the problems
created by the economic decline the
Prime Minister shou ld have designated
one of the ministers ir his departme.nt
as a Minister with Special Responsibilities
for meeting the challenge of the eco·
nomic decline. At the same time, he
should have shown greater sensitivi-ty
to the desire of the MCA, MIC and
Gerakan for more effective representation
in the cabinet. Sabah interests are aiso
not adequately represented. Similarly,
the re-appoint ment of Daim Zainuddin
as Minister of Finance is bound to raise
some eyebrows, especially since the
UMBC and EPF episodes have not been
explained sat isfactorily.
Chandra

The Senate
T an Sr i Ben Stephens
is right that the Senate is ineffect ive
because it is made up largely of Barisan
appointees who -are ever ready to endorse
legislation from the Dewan Rakyat w ith·
out much reflection.
The Senate should be allowed to play
the role for which it was intended in the
first instance. It was meant to be an
institution which could examine national
issues and public policies in a dispassionate
manner free from the pressures of
electoral pol itics. Such an institution is
particularly useful in a multi-ethnic
society l ike ours since pol itics is often
influenced by ethnic demands. However,
if the Senate is to play such a role, it
must comprise independent-minded individuals who command public respect.
It should not be a home for defeated
Barisan election candidates, political
has-beens, and the like.
Apart from the role it can play in
looking at legislation in a non-sectarian,
non-partisan manner, the Senate shou ld
also be a channel for effective representation of the interests of ethnic and
religious minorities, labour and capital
and the professions and the arts.
Chandra Muzaffar
President

7 August 1986

The New Cabinet
A I iran hopes that the
new cabinet of Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir
Mohamad will address itself to two major
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M u<~:affar

President

11 August 1986

Who' s Fooling Whom
C ontrary to what
Encik Yusoff Jaafar. the UMNO Tanjung
Division Secretary believes, AI iran has
criticised communalism whatever the
source, whether it is the Government or
the Opposition.
It was only 6 days ago (10 August
1986) that the STAR carried a report
in which Al iran President, Dr. Chandra
Muzaffar, urged the DAP to be more
multi-ethnic. On the 8 August, in another
analysis he had again urged the DAP to
adopt a more multi-ethnic image.
Encik Yusoff should familiari;:e himself with all the Ali ran publications
before shooting his mouth. He will
realiLe from Aliran books like A /iran
Speaks and Merdeka University that
Aliran has also criticised opposition
ideas which go against its basic principles
without fear or favour.
However, it must be emphasized that
Aliran will not criticize the opposition
for its alleged communalism simply to
please the Barisan. As a thinking group,
we know that the root causes of communalism are related to Barisan policies.
It is because the Barisan continues to
practise ethnic discrimination that there
is so much communalism in the country.
If there has to be any discrimination,
it must be discrimination in favour of
the poor and disadvantaged irrespective
of ethnicity. In Aliran's view, it is the
poor who should be privi leged in just
society.

a
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their reputation. If the Prime Minister
continues in this vein, the public will
conclude that he is fabricating this
'Zionist plot' theory, in order to discredit foreign magazines and newspapers
which have been carrying stories of the
financial misdeeds of his administration.
The public will ·see it as an attempt to
cover up wrongdoings which reveal the
truth about his leadership.
Chandra Muzaffar
President

17 August 1986

Where is the Commission
of Inquiry?

UMNO: tool of corrupt greedy leaders?

Encik Yusoff does not have to worry
about Aliran being the "opposition's
tool". Aliran remains an independent,
non-partisan movement. It is UMNO
that is the tool of corrupt, greedy leaders
who hide the truth about the real situa·
tion by masquerading as the champion
of Malay rights. It is UMNO that has
been fooling the people all these years
while the country sinks into a quagmire
of foreign debts totalling more than 40
billion ringgit.
Ang Boon Chong
Exco Member

16 August 1986
IThe above statement did not a ppear in any
newspaper - Editor)

A Zionist Plot?
T his is the fourth
time in the last two months that Prime
Minister, Datuk Sri Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, has alleged that Zionists are
trying to create chaos in the country
through their local ayents. He has accused
Malaysian journalists working with Jewishowned foreign magazines, among other
groups, of serving as tools of Zionism.
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Since this allegat ion is being made by
the Prime Minister of the nation and not
by some Barisan backbencher or UMNO
divisional chairman, the public has every
reason to treat it with utmost seriousness.
For this allegat ion has far-reaching implications for internal security and external
relations.
Aliran therefore urges the Prime
Minister to name the Jewish-owned
magazines which he alleges are trying
to create chaos, and to tell the public
who these local journalists and groups
are that are supposed to be furthering
Zionist interests in the count ry. He
should also provide proofs of the articles
they have allegedly written which seek to
destabilise the nation. Since this is the
fourth time that the Prime Minister is
making this accusation, he should be
in a position to furnish the public with
hard, concrete evidence.
If he does not have enough evidence,
he should recommend the immediate
establishment of a Commission of Inquiry
to investigate the allegation he has made.
This should be one of the first tasks of
the new Parl iament.
If the Prime Minister is not prepared
to name the magazines and the local
agents he has in mind, or if he refuses to
set up a Commission of Inquiry, then he
shou ld stop making wild allegations.
Unsubstantiated accusations of this sort
from a Prime Minister will only tarnish
the dignity of his office. Besides, it is
an affront to journalists and smears
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Aliran Sabah
Bureau is call ing on the PBS government
to set up as soon as possible a Commission
of Inqu iry into the misdeeds and malpractices of politicians who have misused
and mismanaged the public's money. Th is
has been promised by the Chief Minister,
Datuk Joseph Pairin K'tingan since May
1985. After all, the Chief Minister has
already mentioned in the press that
the Chairman of the Commission has
been appointed.
The setting up of the Commission
should not be delayed any further but
instead should be expedited so as not to
erode the public's confidence in the
sincerity of the present government.
The Aliran Sabah Bureau also feels
that the terms of reference of the CommiSSIOn should include investigation
not only into the previous BE RJA Y A
administration but also the PBS government since taking office in April 1985.
This is to ensure that the inquiry is not
just a witchhunt or victimisation of
people in the previous regime but to
assure the Rakyat that they are sincere
in stamping out the practice of corruption and mismanagement of public funds
in the state. After all, the whole purpose
of the inquiry is to ensure that politicians
who use public funds are made accountable to the Rakyat.
Ali ran Sabah Bureau therefore strongly
urges the PBS government to keep their
promise and form the Commission of
Inquiry without any further delay. Could
it be that the PBS' loss of support in the
urban areas in the recent General Elections
is because the voters are not happy with
the PBS government in not keeping its
promises?
Sabah Bureau.

20 August 1986

An Islamic Constitution?.
A liran agrees with
the Lord President Tun Mohd Sal leh
Abbas that the consent of the nonMuslims is vital for the establishment of
an Islamic Constitution. It is very doubtful, however that non-Muslims will agree
to an Islamic Constitution.
Those who are <een on introducing
an Islamic Constitution should first
clarify what they mean by .an Islamic
Constitut ion. Countries which are so
different politically and constitutionally
from one another like Saudi Arabia, on
the one hand, and Iran, on t he ot her, both
claim to be ruled by Islamic Constitutions.
Rather t han formulating an Islamic
Constitution, we shou ld try to evolve
certain clear goals and object ives for the
nation as a whole which would be acceptable to all the communities. We should
try to achieve consensus on the basis
and identity of the nation. This is a more
urgent task at the moment than formulating an Islamic Constitution.

The Role of the Elect ions
Commission

I

n early 1984, during
the re-delineation of the state and parl iamentary constituencies, A liran was concerned that the Election Commission was
not acting impartially as it once used
to do.
Now, with the recent general elections
behind us, it has become evidently clear
that t he Election Commission is in effect
no longer the autonomous body that is
provided for in the Fe.deral Constitut ion.
On the contrary, it is difficult to be
convinced that the Election Commission
has, of late, acted in a manner that can
be said to be independent of the legislature and the executi ve.
The inconsistencies and irregularities
in t he fixing of dates for the general
elections as well as the last State Elect ions
in Sabah have contributed to this perception. However, what was more disappointing was the apparent inabil ity, or
reluctance, on t he part of t he Election
Commission to see to it that the government plays its role as a caretaker government during the period following the
dissolut ion of parliament and the state
legislatures.
Also, its inabil ity to censure the
extensive use o f government facil ities
during the campaign ing period, and
its lethargy in resolving the objections
raised after the elections, do not speak
very highly of the effectiveness and
integrity of the Election Comm ission.
The Election Commission is vital to

the functioning of Parl iamentary Democracy. It is not, and must not be seen to
act as. a government agency subservient
to the ruling party.
It is imperative therefore that the
Elect ion Commission seeks to re-establish
the confidence that the people once had
in it. For if people feel that the integrity
of the Election Commission has been
compromised, they wi II eventually lose
confidence in the whole process of
elect ions, and hence the very practice·
of democracy.
Colin Nicholas
Exco Member

26 August 1986
(The above letter did not appear in any newspaper - Editor)

Tan Koon Swan

W
hen the·issue of the
cession of Labuan first emerged, Aliran
had asked tha t a referendum be conducted to ascertain the people's wishes.
It was in fact the most correct step to
take then.
The demand being made now for a
referendum is most understandable, given
that the previous state government had
chosen to ignore the oeoples' feel ings.
Aliran feels that t he best solution to
the issue now is for a delegation from
the State GovernMent to meet the
Prime Minister to convey the feelings
of the people of Sabah and Labuan. In
these deliberations, the wishes of the
people must prevail.

W
hile it is true that
legal ly Tan Koon Swan can continue
as Member of Parl iament , Aliran feels
that it is morally wrong of him to do so.
Encik Tan Koon Swan shou ld therefore resign immediately as Member of
Parli ament for Gopeng and as President
of the Malaysian Chinese Association
(MCA).
His presence in Parliament would be
a blot upon the dignity of the institution.
After all , Parliament is a law-making
institution comprising honourable men
and women. It should not house an
individual who has been involved in a
dishonourable act like abetting someone
else in committing crimi nal breach of
trust.
At the same time, it is only proper
that Tan withdraws as President of the
MCA. For the MCA is the second largest
party in a Coalition government which
professes to be 'Clean, efficient and
trust worthy'. What Tan Koon Swan did
in the Pan-el affair was neither clean nor
trust worthy. By resigning as MCA President Tan would help to some extent , to
improve the tarnished image of the party.
Finally, /l.liran hopes that the jailing
of Tan Koon Swan in Singapore w ill
prompt the Malaysian authorities to
take firm action against wheeler-dealers
in our own country, some of whom continue to walk the corridors of power.

Colin Nicholas
Exco Member

Chandra Muzaffar
President

Chandra Muzaffar
President

25 August 1986
(The above letter did not appear in any newspaper - Editor)

Labuan

25th August 1986
(The above letter did not appear in any news·
paper - Editor

27 August 1986

Tan Koon Swan: morally obliged to resign
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(The above statement ti8s not appear in any
newspaper - Editor)
·
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The 1986 General Election:
Means & Ends

Basic Principles
T he Barisan Nasional's big victory in the recent General
Elect1on is proof that it en,oys the
support of a significant segment of
Malaysian society. Nonetheless, it would
be wrong to exaggerate the greatness
of this triumph, as some supine, servile
journalists in certain newspapers are
doing.
If means are as imp or tan t as ends,
as they should be in a society which
professes to upt-old lofty moral values,
then the methods employed to accomplish the Barisan victory should raise
some basic questions about the victory
itself. Foul means must tarnish the end
achievement, however impressive it may
appear on the surface of it.
Entering the electoral arena as the
State was perh~s the Barisan's foulest
act. This is something which the Barisan
(and before that the Alliance) has done
in every election - except that this time,
the abuse of its position as the ruling
coalition knew no bounds. Of course,
it is conceded that ruling parties even
in advanced parliamentary democrucies
are not averse to exploiting the advantages of incumbency. But there are always
limits which they recognise out of respect
for democratic values and principles.
The Barisan leadership's cynical manipulation of Television in particular in
the General Election was a clear indication that it had hardly any regard for
values such as fairplay and even-handed-

Rural Malay Voter: views elections as opposition
parties fighting the State.
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We continue with the 8th and final instaiiT)ent on the above series.

The International Order

safeguard our political independence.

32 A willingness to
strive for an end to militarization smce
it has only increased insecurity, escalated global tensions and consumed
valuable resources which could have
been used for human welfare: at the
same time, there must be renewed dedication to the cause of peace through
more extens1ve exploration of nonviOlent means of accomplishing social
31 A sincere at- change.
tempt to achieve self-reliance in every
33 The evolution of
sphere as a way of freeing ourselves a new world orde• . r-ere ndividuals,
from economic and technological do- groups and nations relate to each other
minance by the strong and a readiness in freedom, equa11ty ana ust1ce based
1
to pursue a policy of genuine no~ upon our common humanity and our
alignment in international relations to human destiny.
30 A readiness to
JOin forces with other like-minded
nations to overcome the control and
dominance of the world's economic,
technological, information and cultural
resources by a handful of r·ch and
powerful states: it is this that is partly
responsible for the underdevelopment
of countries like ours.

ness. Television was not the only medium
of mass communication it abused with
total contempt. Almost all the dailies
in nearly every language were transformed into instruments of pa~ty propaganda. In their news reports and analyses,
they went beyond the usual biases that
the reading public has got accustomed to,
and distorted opposition statements,
defamed opposition politicians and denigrated opposition efforts in such a despicable, diabolical manner, without parallel
or precedent in the history of the country.
That the Barisan cou ld abuse the media
so blatantly and yet get sycophants
in the press to "applaud its impeccable
democratic credentials" is a measure of
the power and control that our ruling
elites exercise over the lives of individuals
and institutions.
The power of the Barisan manifested
itself in other ways too. Because the
Barisan has invariably equated itself with
the State, it has never had any qualms
about using all the resources and facili t ies
of the State for its election campaigns.
The abuse this time was much worse than
ever before. Apart from government
executive jets and RMAF helicopters
which were at the disposal of the Barisan's
top campaigners, the coalition harnessed
the help of various government departments and ministries like KEMAS. the
Ministry of Information and the Ministry
of Education to ensure that it got the
rural votes at all costs. For the personnel
involved in this electioneering, there
was nothing wrong in coming to the
defence of the Barisan because it was
after all the government trying to fend
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off the challenge from opposition parties.
Neither the Barisan, specifically the
UMNO, leaders nor the vast majority of
rural Malay voters, see elections as a
contest between and among political
parties. In their minds, it is opposition
parties fighting the State. As long as this
is the perception - a perception sustained
by the Barisan's determination to continue to act as the State during elections
- opposition parties in rural areas are
going to labour under an enormous
psychological burden. For the State and
State leadership are held in great reverence
by Malay voters. a perpetuation of the
feudal psychology of unquestioning
loyalty to the Ruler.
This is why it will not make any sense
to the rural Malay voter, and indeed,
UMNO as a whole, to argue that as soon
as Parliament and the State Assemblies
are dissolved, the Federal and State
governments automatically become 'caretaker governments'. The reason for this
change in status is simple: the sources
from which Federal Ministers and State
Executive Councillors derive their power.
namely Parliament and the State Assemblies, have ceased to function.
A caretaker government, as far as
democratic convention is concerned,
should confine itself to the minimal task
of maintaining law and order and ensunng
that routine administrative matters are
attended to. Strictly speaking, a caretaker
government does not launch new projects,
provide on-the-spot grants or approve
long-standing business licences. And yet,
caretaker Ministers and executive councillors were doing all these things on a

massive scale in the last election oblivious of, or perhaps unaffected by,
their caretaker roles. Caretaker Ministers,
it should also be obvious, have no right to
use government cars or aircraft while
they are on the campaign trail.
This concept of a caretaker government and all that it implies should not
be treated as some lofty Western notion
of democracy which is of no relevance
to Third World societies like ours. After
all it was the Prime Minister of a Third
World democracy who had to vacate
her Parliamentary seat in 1975 because
a Higt.l Court in her country had found
her gu-ilty of using State facilities for
her election campaign. If we compared
what she had done with what takes
place in our society during elections
almost as a matter of routine, we will
realize how easy it has become for
power-holders to transgress democratic
norms with impunity.
At the root of these transgressions
is an unwillingness among not only the
power-holders but also a section of the
population to distinguish the State from
the party and the party from the individual. Often the indiyidual's interests are
merged with those of the party, while
the party's interests are merged with
the State's and the State's with the
nation's. Needless to say, it is the individual or the group that is in command of
State power, which benefits most f rom
this fusion of individual, party, State
and national interests.
By criticising the fusion of the Barisan
with the Malaysian State which is in
essence the fusion of the private domain
with the public realm, we are not, it
must be emphasized again, pursu ing some
unattainable Western ideal of social
conduct. Non-Western traditions too
value this separation of the private
domain from the public realm. There
is a well-known episode in Islamic history
of how an illustrious Umayyad Caliph
who was going through some documents
of Sta'te at night, after 'office-hours',
put out the candle at his side, as soon
as his nephew entered his room to discuss
a family matter. The Caliph felt that
since the candle was given to him by the
State for public purposes it was not
proper to have it I it when he was engaged
in a private conversation!
This exacting standard of rectitude, we
must admit, is beyond most of us. Nonetheless, it helps to expose the hypocrisy
of those who profess to be champions
of Islam. For these self-same individuals
have no compunctions about using
public facilities for private goals. If
they have any real commitment to the
noble values of fairness and justice
embodied in all the great spiritual traditions, they would never want the Barisan
to enter the electoral arena in the armour
of the State. They would adhere to that
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fundamental message in any religion·
that means and ends are inseparable.
This is why all sa1d and done, the victory
of 3rd August is a testimony to power
but not a tribute to truth.
Chandra Muzaffar
President

27 August 1986
TITLE O F BOOK

PRICE

N O. OF
COPIES

COST

(The above l etter did not appear in any news·
paper- Editor)

1. FREEDOM IN FETTERS
Is a comprehensive study of the state of democracy in Malaysia. It deals with all the major
laws and institutions relevant to an understanding of democracy in Malaysia. It examines
all the major trends and developments which
have influenced the practice of democracy in
Malaysia.

Recession:
The Tunku's Call

$10.00

A

fir an hopes the
Government will pay heed to the suggestion made by Tunku Abdul Rahman to
get the views of various groups and individuals on how to fight recession and
strengthen the economy. It was in 1983
that Aliran first asked the Government
to organize a national conference to be
attended by all sectors of society which
will formulate specific and general solutions to the challenge posed by recession.
Since then Aliran has repeated the proposal a number of times.
Aliran, together with 17 other organiLations which are part of the informal
Movement for Freedom and Justice,
had also submitted a number of shortterm and long-term proposals on fighting
the recession to the Prime Minister sometime in February 1986. It is a pity that
to this day, there hasn't even been an
acknowledgement from the Prime Minister's off1ce.
One of the remedies suggested by the
18 organizations in February was the
more effective utilization of land and
greater emphasis upon agrarian activities
as a way of providing employment and
stimulating economic growth. It is
important to observe that the Tunku
has also suggested that the vast potent ial
for agrarian development be harnessed
fully.

2. DIALOGUE ON DEMOCRACY
Is a collection of speeches made by leaders of
various political parties & public interest
societies in connection with the 3rd Dialogue
of Concern on Parliamentary Democracy held
in July 1985.

$ 3.20

3. CABARAN-CABARAN SEMASA
A book in Bahasa Maaysia dealing with human
rights, democracy, the economy, labour, ethnic
relations. education, moral values and international affairs.

$ 7.20

4. PANDANGAN ALIRAN:
Mengandungi pendapat, cadangan, analisa dan
komen yang jarang tersiar di akhbar-akhbar
tempatan.

6.

6.

7.

8.

9.

LIMA P£RSONALAN is the translation of
5 Controversies' into Bahasa Malaysia

$10.00

$ 3.50

CORRUPTION contains papers on various
aspects of this social scourge presented by
Ali ran off icials and guest speakers at a seminar
held in November 1980. It is easily readable,
informative and analytical.

$ 4.00

THEAN TEIK: THE OTHER SIDE OF
DEVELOPMENT discusses the Thean Teik
dispute objectively and raises the question.
"Development for Whom?"

$ 3.00

THE ARMS RACE: HUMANITY IN CRISIS
reflects a common humanitarian viewpoint
on the awful realities of modern warfare. It
attempts to consider the transformation of
man and society as the means towards
achieving a worldwide peace.
WE SHALL OVERCOME - SONGS OF
HUMANITY is a rich and varied collection
of songs dealing with reality, hope, freedom.
justice, unity, peace, compassion, etc.

$ 5.00

Chandra Muzaffar
President

29 August 1986
$ 4.00

10. ALIRAN MONTHLY

-

12 issues•
24 issues:

$10.50
$ 20.50

Bank Commission f or outstation cheque

$ 0.50

1 year's subscription
year's subscription

~

Victory & Morality
I t is a pity t hat
there is some serious confusion in certain
circles about what the massive Barisan

TOTAL
*Prices inclusive of Postage. For overseas orders: pri ces are in US$.
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election victory of 3rd August really
signifies. Some important political leaders
and journalists, for instance, have argued
that thee ectoral triumph is clear evidence
that there was nothing wrong with the
government's performance in the last
five years. The verdict has disproven all
the allegations about a lack of integrity
within the upper echelons of the national
leadership.
This is not true. The Barisan's victory
merely confirms that it has the support
of the ~eople. It is not proof of its
moral virtues. As a case in point, Tan
Koon Sv.an obviously had the support
of the majority of voters in the Gopeng
pari iamentary constituency in the last
election. But that does not change the
fact that he was guilty, on his own
admission, of abetting a foreign businessman in committing criminal breach of
trust. Sil""lilarly, a well-known Japanese
politician in the seventies had no problem
getting votes from his constituents
though he was involved in a major international corruption scandal. A shrewd
Indian politician who has just passed
away, was immensely popular with his
followers but he had also, at the same
time, accumulated a vast fortune through
unethical means.
What all these examples show is that
an electoral triumph does not endow an
individual or a group with an aura of
holiness. By winning a seat, one does
not acQuire a halo. A wrong is still a
wrong whatever the votes may say.
The more than 2 million votes the Barisan
obtained cannot erase the all too obvious
evidence of a conflict of interest in the
UMBC episode. Neither can a fourfifth pari iamentary majority exonerate
the government from its utter lack of
responsibility in the EPF affair. Likewise,
its 57 pe• cent popular vote has not made
the mystery tin-buying episode connected
with Ma'Tlinco, any less of a mystery.
Most of all, the thumping victories of
the Barisan leaders will not absolve them
of their moral guilt in the BMF scandal
- guilt arising from their unwillingness
to act firmly and decisively at the right
time to check misdeeds which were
apparent even as early as 1982.
BMF, Maminco, EPF and UMBC,
among other financial scandals of the
last few years reflect a frightening decay
in ethical standards which the Barisan's
electoral performance has not altered
in any way. By the same token, there is
no deny~ng that money politics has
become more pervasive, that corruption
is becoming more cancerous, that social
greed is reaching gigantic proportions.
These are stark facts wh ich all the votes
in the world cannot nullify. That public
accountability is on the decline, that
the cult of secrecy practised by the
State will be further reinforced by
amendments to the Official Secrets

Announcement

Act (OSA). that basic democratic principles were transgressed with impunity
in the Sabah crisis - these are simple
truths which no electoral verdict can
repudiate.
If the Mahathir administration is
prepared to recognise that there are
certain moral fundamentals pertaining to
integrity, justice and freedom which are
far more significant than a four-fifths
Parliamentary majority, it will endeavour
to eliminate the underlying causes of the
malaise that has taken hold of the land.
For confidence will not return to the
market-place and dynamism will not
reign supreme in the centres of power
as long as the influential stratum in
Malaysian society is not convinced that
the government will punish the crooked
and protect the honest, whoever is
involved and whatever the circumstances.
This is why the government must make a
special effort to establish its integrity
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and uprightness. Towards this end, Dr.
Mahathir Mohamad as Chairmen of the
Barisan Nasional should, as a first step,
advise Tan Koon Swan to resign as
Member of Parliament for Gopeng. He
should then move a motion in the first
meeting of the seventh Parliament to
create an independent, autonomous AntiCorruption Commission. This Commission should have, as its head, Tan Sri
Ahmad Noordin bin Zakaria.
These two small steps, in our view,
would, in the short run, contribute much
more to the development of a healthier
public climate than the massive election
victory of 3rd August.
Chandra Muzaffa r
President

30 August 1986
(The above letter did not appear in any n._
paper - Editor)
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Thinking Allowed
A closer look at what people say and do the world over
t 's finally held, the Malaysian general
election. For many a voter, it was a
time of joy, frustration and, to some
degree, tension. For some It was
indeed a happy occasion to have been
told that your near future would be laced
with gold; that your quit rent would be
reduced (with no explanation as to why
the ra18 wu raised in the first place); that
soma few million ringgit would be
pumped into your village; and that after
the election you'd be able to watch
Dallas, Falcon Crest or Dynasty, or all of
them once your hamlet receives the alec·
trlcity tupply.
But for others, the election was also a
period of frust ration . It was a
disappointment for them to wake up in
the morning only to learn that the news·
papers went full steam to praise the ruling
party and ridicule the opposition. The
performance of these papers reached the
highest level of ecstasy when they put
vulgar caricatures, depicting the 'ugly
opposition', under their wings. In other
words, one really wasn't able to know
much about what the opposition had in
store for the voters, except the 'bad
things' that were said about them in the
mass media.
While for a few others, this election
was a time to be 18nse because there was
a group of politicians who went around
threatening to deprive a certain consti·
tuency of de'felopment benefiu if iu
voters voted in another party. Then one
also got restless when told over television,
radio and through the newspapers that
there would be instability and riou if the
voters expressed their support for a
certain political party through the ballot
box. And certain people became unduly
worried when 'explained' that their
salaries would be interrupted if another
party became the next government. Last·
ly, it wu less comforting to witness the
so-called Public Order Exercise demon·
strated on 181evision and the streeu
during the election fever.
But whatever feelings the people had
during the election, now is the time for
them to make sure their elected represen·
tetives make good their promises to lead
the country to progress and peace. For if
they (the politicians) don't, the people
will have to insist that the former change
their status - to become Senators (given
the Prima Minister's expressed low
opinion of the Senators recently).

' Dalla' on your telly ••• once you receive your electricity supply.

he labour bureau of a certain
political party had asked the
Government to institute an
anti·rumour mongering law.lu
Chairman said stern measures should be
taken to protect the Malaysian economy
by stopping irresponsible quarters from
spreading rumours.
.This call seems most timely consi·
derlng the kinds of rumours that are
making the rounds. For instance, it was
alleged that the country is politically
unstable in view of the fact there are four
Emergency Declarations that are still in
force in the country; that the Communist
Threat is still real and has prevented open
debate on issues and policies; that some
critics of the Government might just play
into the hands of Zionist-owned or
backed international media which are
apparently out to de-stabilise the present
Government; that certain intellectuals are
hampering progress by criticising and
analysing certain Government economic
policies and projecu; and that there are
big business scandals that happened in the
country that make Malaysia look ridi·
culous in the ayes of the foreign
investors.
Unless such rumours are discouraged
from spreading, the teciety will succumb
to a kind of siege mentality, and thereby
creating a people who are not morally
strong and intellectually alert. And the
media in this Instance, will again play
second fickle.

ome 150 Thai women were
recently conferred the title
'Ouutanding Mothers' for their
act of motherly love and providing the country with quality hum.,
resources. These mothers were put under
four categories: mothers with social contribution, mothers of courage who defend
the country, mothers of perseverance,
and mothers who t ill the land.
Malaysians should take a cue from
this. For the Malay sian sons who steal the
country's riches and resources, their
mothers shouldn't keep mum about their
misdeeds but instead bring them before
the Scales of Justice. Only than can these
mothers be entitled to the first three cate·
gories mentioned ·above, apart from vying
for the fou rth that is slightly modified to
adjust to the country's temperament:
mothers who successfully held back their
sons' hands away from the till.

t was reported that certain Malaysian
poultry farmers had burnt hundreds
of chicken as a way to express their
'disappointment' over the sliding
price of the birds on the local market.
Givan the present global recession,
poverty and hunger, their action is indeed
paltry.
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