AN
ISLAMIC STATE
THE SOLUTION?
ince the advent of colonialism
and the imposition of western
state-systems upon non-western
societies, Muslims in many parts
of the world have been aspiring to create
'Islamic states'. The idea of an Islamic
state is strong in the Muslim mind because
values related to politics and administra·
tion are part of the Ourannic revelation.
Besides, the Prophet Muhammad is
perhaps the only one of the great prophets
in history who succeeded in establishing
a community in his own life-time. Also,
over the centuries, Islamic civilisation
developed laws, rules and administrat ive
edicts apart from public policies and
programmes, which lent further credence
to the idea of an Islamic state as an
integral aspect of Islamic theology.
In Malaysia, demands for an Islamic
state are about 40 years old. However,
in the last 10 years or so, this demand has
become much stronger. The failure of
existing government policies to meet the
aspirations of the majority of the people,
rapid urbanisation, new class dichotomies,
the dedication and commitment of a
segment of the Malay middle-class to
the Islamic cause, deep disillusionment
with modernisation and development
with in this class, disenchantment with
western ideologies, the rise of Islam in
international politics, the impact of
Iran, among a whole host of other factors
are mainly responsible for the vehemence
of the demand. One should also give due
weight to the desire to express and
enhance one's exclusive ethnic identity,
in an ethnically-divided society like ours,
as one of the reasons.

S

education and indeed Islamic institutions
and ideals in every sphere of society.
The Islamic state that PAS envisages
will be a traditionalist, conservative
state. For it is a state that will stick
closely to forms, practices and ideas
which have evolved through time. It

non-Musllms will have very little control over
their own political destinies In PAS's
Islam lc state
will be governed by precepts and rules
sanctioned by traditional religious autho·
rity. It will provide literal interpretation
to the ideas and laws contained in the
Ouran. It will be a state that is dominated
by formal-lega l ism. It will therefore be
suspicious of reason and innovation.
While PAS's Islamic state may result
in a Muslim leadership that is more
sincerely committ ed t o certain moral
values, it is quite likely that, on the
whole, it will be detrimental to the well·
being of the Muslim community as a
whole.
Given PAS's dogmatic interpretation
of the scriptures, Muslims with other
viewpoints of what a good Islamic society
means could be excluded from the
po.l itical process. This could lead to the
concentration of power in the hands of
the Ulama. Authoritarianism would then
·become the order of the day.
In the economic sphere too, PAS's
approach may not be conducive to
solving the fundamental challenges of
rural poverty, widening income gaps and

Authoritarianism would then become the order
of the day
Right from the beginning PAS has
been the principal veh icle in this struggle
for an Islamic state. By an Islamic state,.
PAS means a state based upon the Ouran
and Sunnah. It will beastatedistinguished
by Islamic laws, Islamic politics, Islamic
economics, Islamic culture, Islamic
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equitable redistribution of economic
power in the interest of the ordinary
human being, the fundamental challenges
will remain.
Similarly, by dividing knowledge and
science into Islamic and non-Islamic
categories, PAS may be retarding the

the paucity of industrial and commercial
skill s facing the vast majority of Muslims.
For the remedies that PAS has often
proposed like adhering to zakat regu·
lations and banning riba do not deal
with the basic question of the structure
of economic power. Unless there is
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intellectual growth and development
of the Muslim community. For it is
important to imbibe knowledge from
whatever source as long as it is for the
good of humanity, if progress is to be
achieved.
Likewise, by excluding women from
active participation in pubUf_g_ffairs, PAS
has committed a great injustice against
women. For women cannot mould
harmonious families if they cannot help
shape happy communities.
As far as non-Muslim communities are
concerned, PAS's Islam will perhaps provide firmer guarantees to the practice of
their languages and certain aspects of
their cultures. This is because the concept
of protecting languages and cultures is,
in a sense, embodied in the Ouran itself.
But the scope for non-Muslim partici·
pation in politics will be severely limited.
Neither will they have any role of signifi·
cance in the administrative set-up of the
country, or in its jud icial processes or
in its armed forces. What this means is
that non-Muslims will have very little
control over their own political destinies
in PAS's Islamic state.
Even when it comes to meeting other
major contemporary challenges, PAS's
Islamic state will be quite inadequate. It
will not be able to deal with the problem
of the dominance of the economic,
tecl-molog ical, cultural and intellectual
resources of the world by a few. And
yet tt'is challenge - the challenge of
modern-day imperialism - is a crucial
issue facing humankind. PAS has not
even begun to understand the impact of·
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science and technoiCJgy upon social and
economic relations and cultural patterns
in contemporary society. Neither can
PAS's Islamic state handle the complex
consequences arising from the interactio n
of diverse cultures which has no paral lel
in past history. T he state of Medina
which is often cited as an example of
inter-€thnic harmony. was essentially a
pact between communities and therefore
• ~ id not have to address itsel f to the
task of evolving g_cornmon basis lor
unity in the midst of tremendous cul t ural
diversity.
This is why instead of pursuing its
conservative. traditionalist version of an
Islamic state, PAS shou ld try to develop
a progressive approach to Islam . Progressive Islam will be more concerned
with the underlying spirit of t he religion,
rather tloan its outward forms and labels.
It wi ll emphasise the essence, the fundamentals of Islam.
Thus, it will develop faith in God and
consciousness of God into a total outlook
that influences the human being's relation·
ship with everything in the universe.
Consciousness of the oneness of God
(Tauhid) for instance, will be t ransformed
into a coni inuous struggle to accomplish
t he unity of humankind. The unity of
humankind, in turn, will mean fighting
against ethnic and religious, class and
caste, ge1der and state d ichotomies.
Sim ilarly. progressive Islam will give a
great deal of attention to t he posit ion of
the human being as the Vicegerent of
God (Khalifah Allah). It is his rights and
responsibilities that will be stressed. His
identity will be defined not by what he
professes but by wh<Jt he does. And of
his deeds nothing would be more sacred
than his willingness to uphold justice and

to oppose injust ice.
In order to give concrete meaning to
th is role of the human being there must
be t otal allegiance to all the universal,
ethical values and principles embodied in
the Ouran. These would encompass not
just freedom and equ<:~lity and fraternity
but also love and compassion and moderation and restraint. These eternal
values in turn, would be reflected in
certain unchanging principles of social
l iving. That concentration of wealth is
unjust and oppression and corruption
must Teaamev·l'tal'llV'm"ttre- downlaTI of
t heir perpetrators are two such principles.
That ind ividual ownership can never be
abolished totally and that differences

be eager to absorb know ledge from
other traditions, both spiritual and nonspiritual. For progressive Islam believes
in active interaction with other religions
and philosophies.
As we encourage progressive thinking
within Islam. so should we develop pro·
gressive approaches in all the other great
cultures and religions in Malaysia. Among
the Buddhists, Taoists. Confucianists,
Hindus. Christians. S khs and others,
there muSt be a concerted, determined
endeavour to establish the essence. the
fundamentals of their respective social
philosophies. If all the religions in our
country become more committed to
justice and freedom and compassion and
are less obsessed with rites and ritual~ •
then they will discover their commonalities. For it is true that it is only when
basic spiritual values become real. living
values that God reveals its oneness to
humankind. Only then will the various
rel igions real ize that at the level of
fundamental values and principles and in
their conception of the meaning and
purpose of life and theroleofthehuman
being in it, there are so many striking
similaritic5
similarities tha t are far
more enduring than all the superficial
d ifferences that keep them apart.
It is obvious from our analysis that
what we need is not an Islamic state of
the type that PAS envisages. Nor do we
need a state fo unded upon a particular
religion - or a variety of religions for
that matter.
The alternative to such a state h~wever
is not a social order tha: is divorced from
eternal values and principles, that is
- diVorced from anvsr iritual conception of
the human being, that is divorced from
a conception of God as a living, moving
force in h istory_ When t he collect ive

It will be a state that is dominated by
formal-legalism. It will, therefore, be
suspicious of reason and Innovation.
in
attainment
and
accomplishment
will always persist are two other such
principles.
If PAS approached Islam in terms of
these eternal values and principles. guided
by other fundamental ideas too like God·
co nsciousness and man's Vicegerency,
then it would be able to provide solutions
to the problems con fronting both Muslims and non-Muslims alike. It will be
able to rela te more easily to the nonMust ims since each of these concepts
like God-consciousness and eternal values
have parallels in most of their sp iritual
traditions. For these concepts are, in
fact, part of humankind's common
heritage. They are part of our perennial
philosophy.
Indeed, once PAS views Islam in
this genuinely un iversal fashion. it will
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consciousness of a society negates God
and the spirit ual basis of human ex istence
it gets into an unending, ever-widening
moral crisis - a crisis that eventually
expresses itself in chaos and confusion
in almost every sphere of life. Western
society is slowly beginning to d iscover
this truth. It is a discovery that began
with t he ecological crisis which showed
the intellectual sceptics o f the West that
repudiation of the sacred in life must lead
to a loss of reverence tor all relationships,
including the relationship w ith nature.
This is why at the heart of our ideal
society will be a profound consciousness
of God which w ill express itself in prp·
gressive values and principles that will
guide us in our sojourn on earth •
Chandra Muzaffar

AI iran Monthly July/August 1986

Letters
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These letters mey be edited for purposes of space and clarity. The views expressed may
not be those of the Aliran Monthly. Pseudonyms are accepted but all letters should

include the writer's name and address. Letters should preferably be typewritten with
double-spacing; if hand-written, they should be legible.
LetWrs should be addressed to the Editor, Aliran Monthly, P.O. Box 1049, Penang,
Malaysia.
influences",
Will The Others Sink With
9. the Israelis, beceuse "Malaysia is v•y much
Datuk Samy Vellu?
anti-Israel",
10. "groups opposed to the government" who
MIC President Datuk S.my Velu has earned
"are demanding an explanation about
a reputation as a political comrade who is
the activities of Encik Daim", and
willing to sink or swim whith UMNO and
MCA whenever the need arises. We have yet
11. "some of the people who have lost beceuse
to hear from the leaders of UMNO and MCA
of his unpolitical administrative style",
about their willingness to do likewise for the · ·
(that may even include our ex-Deputy
sake of MIC. On the contrary we recently
Prime Minister!).
heard of how the Big Brothers within the
Is there anyone not included in this fantas·
Barisan are trying by some dKeptive methods
tic list of "guilty" ones? I think that "a corres·
to take the few M IC -ts.
pondent" has failed miserably in trying to
What puzzles me most is that there are
oonvince anybody, even himself, that he's
thousands of UMNO and MCA members
nothing more than a peid stooge of the "hot
who are just fence-sitters and who are not
potato" and· the "leadership". His attempt
prepared to sink or swim with their own
to divert the Nation's attention from the
parties, let alone with Datuk Samy Velu and
SINS OF THOSE AT THE TOP is futile and
the MIC!
a oomplete flop!
Is Datuk S.my Velu attempting to upstage
his BariAn colleagues or is he unconsciously
Lokman Hariman
wallowing in the quagmire of political stupidity?
Kuala Lumpur
P Rasahugan
lpoh

Cabinet Reshuffle: Proof Mahathir
Running Out of Ideas
Daim -A Target?
Who's Shooting?
Reference to Straits Times article on pege 8,
Wednesday, May 21, 1986.
Firstly, could "a oorrespondent" please
reveal himself? Rafael Pure was not afraid to
put his identifY - p&eudonym or otherwise,
in the Asian Wall Street Journal of the 30th
April1986.
The statements that "a correspondent"
made are so d<tfinitely irrevelant and undoub·
tedly m.nt to mislead the readers. He has
actually pointed his shaky accusing finger at
everybody and anybody who dares to think!
One can't help but feel that "a correspondent"
is paid to do "lhe job".
The job?
To put the blame of "the crime" of " Daim's
s~ in business' on
1. The Asian Wall Street Journal,
2. "those who for one reason or another are
opposed to the government",
3. people IN the ruling party who disliked
Daim's sudden rise in politics and the
government,
4. "certain elements in UMNO",
5. "a lot of officials, politicians and business·
men" who found "the close scrutiny of the
minister disconcerting and a nuisance",
6. "many, including officers in government·
owned bodies, corporations and banks"
who have been dropped or transferred.
7. "the private sector, especially the specula·
tors on the stock market" who "have been·
berated publicly by the minister",
8. the Americans - for their "politics and

The latest Cabinet reshuffle it one big
yawning disappointment. It shows at least
two important things - 1) Mahathir is running
out of ideas; 2) the Barisan Nasional and
UMNO are running out of talents.
The fact that the Prime Minister has to trot
out a political dinosaur like Ghafar Babe shows
how desperate he is. Ghafar Babe who is mora
distinguished by the money he has made
rather than by the freshn- of his id- and
actions is one of yesterday's men in the politi·
cal arena. This is the same Oh11far Saba who a
few days ago threatened the people of Malaysia
that there would be chaos if the Barisan Nasio·
nal were to lose the next Genwal Election.
How can such an irresponsible chap be
Deputy Prime Minster?
The appointment of Anwar Ibrahim as
Education Minister is an insult to the people.
Anwar Ibrahim has shown, ov• the last three
years, that he is not sensitive to the aspirations, needs and anxieties of oth• communi·
ties. Only less than three weeks ago he three·
tened other communities over the qu•tion of
citizenship. Is this appointment a reward for
such crudeness and such insensitivity?
Anwar Ibrahim, it must be remembered,
also has very bigoted views on what a national
culture should be.
Instead of reshuffling the Cabinet like a
desperate gambler reshuffling his cards, Dr.
Mahathir should go to the country and let
the people decide in a General Election.
Fan Yfffl Teng
Secretary-General
Socialist Democratic Party
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Does Internal Security Act
(ISA) Apply To Politicians?
Looking back at the unrest in Sabah,
would like the Prime Minister to tell me and
the people of Malaysia categorically why no
action is being taken to arrest those politicians
involved in illegal assembly, bombings, des·
truction of public properties and lives,
attempted coup d'etat, disturbance of the
peace and possession of explosives. If our
just government is serious about maintaining
peace and order for the Sabehans, it should
arrest and charge these politicians accordingly.
If nothing is done about such subversive
elements it simply proves that injustice is
being allowed to prevail and it may become
a precedent for other politicians. Reasons
given such as the police force is unable to
arrest and do the necessary because the force
is understaffed is obviously an. excuse on
the pert of the government.
"~
I am convinced that these politicians have
certainly committed offences such as intention
to topple a democratically elected government
through violence and other illegal ~ns.
The maximum penalty should be imposed 50
that it shall be a lesson for all politicians.
Thomas Loo
Petaling Jaya

EPF Sells 700,000 Shares
To $2 Company
The Deputy Finance Minster, Datuk Saber·
ruddin Cik, had evaded the questions I had
raised about the EPF investment of the
workers' funds, resulting in unacoountable
multi-million losses.
Datuk S.barruddin said that the EPF only
faced 'paper losses' as the value of the shares
it had invested in had fallen.
Why is the Deputy Finance Minister shy
about making public these shares which the
EPF had bought but which had fallen in value?
Surely this is not a secret which if revealed
would undermine the security of the nation
or the stability of the government?
Datuk Sabarruddin said that the EPF invest·
ment panel consists of professional people
who know about investments. I have no doubt
that the companies which are facing . deep
troublt~ today and tott~ing on the brink
of bankruptcy ware all managed by professional
people who know about investment, 50 Datuk
S.barruddln's explanation is no oomfort to
the workers whatsoever about whether their
contributions are being wisely invested.
It is significant that Datuk Sabarruddin Cik
oompletely avoided my query about the EPF's
$12.8 million investment in 13 speculative
stocks from June 1984 till March 1985, and the
ra1ale of 70 per cent of these stocks to a
oompeny with a $2 paid-up capital at a price
where the EPF depositors suffered a loss of
about $10 million.
For instance, the EPF. bought 2 mill ion
shares of Sri Hartamas at the under-market
price of $1.00 on 22nd June 1984. Six weeks
later, on 2nd August 1984, EPF resold 70
per cent of its acquisition, i.e. 1.4 million shares
of Sri Hartamas to this company with a $2
peid·up capital at the same under-market
price it had purchased, ($1 per share) when
the market price was $2.30 per share. As a
result the EPF lost $1.82 million which it
would have made if it had sold Sri Hartamas
at the market price.

Again on 23rd July 1984, EPF purchased
million shares of British American Insurance
at the subscription price of 80 cents per share.
Ten days later, on 2.8.1984, it sold 70 per
cent of this (i.e. 700,000 shares) to this $2
company at the same price of 80 cent although
the market price was $3.14 per share, forgoing
a profit of $1.6 million.
On 12.2.1985, EPF bought 1 million shares
of HongKong Tin Corporation Bhd. at the
under-market price of 50 cents per share, and
on the very same day, sold 70 per cent of its
acquisition at the same price to this $2 company, although the market price was $2.30,
again causing the workers to lose $1.3 million.
result the EPF lost $1.82 million which it
would have made if it had sold Sri Hartamas
at the market price.
Clearly, the EPF investment authorities
are making use of the EPF to acquire shares
at special s ubscription rates and making g1fts of
them to a $2 company, resulting in the EPF
depositors losing some $10 million of profit
which they are entitled to.
What has the EPF or the Deputy Finance
Minister to say to these extraordinary invest·
ment transactions?
Furthermore, I understand that this $2
company is registered with an address which is
associated with a top EPF official, who is
intimately involved with the EPF investment
policies.
I call on the Finance Minister, Daim Zainud·
din, to freeze the appointment of a new invest·
ment panel for the EPF funds until there is
a fullest inquiry into the myst.erious investment
policies 1nvolving the workers losing some
$10 million in 13 counters from June 1984 to
March 1985. What other mysterious and
extraordinary investment transactious touk
place after March 19857
Datuk Sabarrudin Cik is also silent on my
query about the establishment of a secret
and high-powered Investment Co-ordinating
Council in the Finance Ministry using port·
folio funds from EPF, Socso and Bank Simp;~n·
an Nasional to invest in speculative stocks,
including companies which are associated with
prominent political personalities in the ruling
coalition.
The EPF funds are the workers' money,
and the EPF officials are holding public trust
positions when they invest these monies. When
the EPF investment panel mysteriously forgo
profits which could be accrued to EPF , it
means that the workers are losing these profits
wh1ch could be used for higher contnbution
interests or for schemes to benefit the workers.
The EPF funds are not meant to be used
by anyone as sources of funding for acts of
charity to $2 companies.
If the Fmance Minister or EPF cannot
explain this $10 million losses, then the mem·
bers of the mvestment panel should be made
to reimburse the EPF of this sum, so that
workers do not suffer from irresponsible
investment actions of the panel.

Lim K1t Sianq
Sccretary-Gencr dl
Democratic Action Party

Prosperity For Few:
Suffering For Many!
SUFFUAN group is carrying out raclama·
tion of land off the coast of Port Dickson town.
Areas reclaimed are filled with sand from the
sea. As the sea breeze hits inland tme sand
deposited in the reclaimed area is a~rborne

and this creates a sand storm enveloping the
entire town and suburban areas of Port Dickson.
This sand storm is a daily afair and the most
affected are the makan shops and stalls. The
stronger the sea breeze the bigger the problem.
People have complained to the D.O. but he
is powerless to act against the developer, who
has big connections. If the D.O. acts against
the developer and insists that he should cover
all reclaimed area with red earth to stop the
sand from being airborne, the developer, with
his connections, can remove the D.O.!
The big boys who support the developer
have one thing in mind: that the developer
must prosper even at the cost of the citizens'
sufferings.
Port Dickson's natural drainage into the sea
is also affected. Due to reclamation a new
earth canal 1 to 2 miles long has come into
existence. The water in the canal does not
drain out easily resulting in stagnation and
the emission of a foul smell.
What the MB says is that the sandstorms,
bad drainage etc. are the price the citizens
of Port Dickson have to pay for development.
Interesting! The interested parties in Suffuan
group must prosper at any cost and incon·
venience to the Rakyat . The people of Port
Dickson have to suffer.
Environmentalist
Port Dickson

Brace Yourselves Penangite~
Ex-banker Leong Chi Kong 's advice to the
Penang Municip;1l Council not to accept the 2
Gurney Drive condomimum apartments in lieu
of payment of the debt owed by an errant
developer is very prudent and merits considera·
tion by our City Fathers. (His letter was printed
in The Star dated 22nd May 1986).
Failing to raise funds from the disposal of
its properties, the Council will probably at·
tempt- the following:1. Increase the Annual Values of ratepayers'
properties at the next Revaluation exercise
as permitted under the local Government
Act, 1976 which is scheduled to be in 1987.
2. Increase the rate percentage of assessment.
There is no avenue for appeal, objection
or litigation and the fastest time to take
effect is the second half of this year.
3. Withdraw the present concession in assess·
ments on propert1es occupied by owners
personally as hinted by the Municipal
President previously. Implementation date
could be the 1st of next month.
4. Increase the sewerage rate or rubbish
collection rate. Please check your bill
next month!
5. Increase statutory contributions such as
sewer connection charges for toilets without
individual septic tanks. Next time you use
the loo at a shopping complex, you may
have to pay 20 cents to the operator.
6. Increase contributiOn in lieu of provision
of car-parks by developers for new proper·
ties and by owners for premises under·
going renovations for business uses. Brace
yourself to pay an extra 10 cents for your
cup of kopi oh.
7. Increase processing charges for planning
applications, sanitary installation plans and
other plans. Expect $1,000 to be added
to the sales price of your flat.
8. Increase enquiry and search fees. Don't
blame your lawyer for a hefty bill under
the item "disbursements".
9. lncre<~se compound fmes for parking and

5

littermg offences. Unless you are related
or acquainted to the Council Big Shots,
think again where you put your car or
cigarette butts.
1O. lncrease the number of streets to be gazet·
ted as paying carparking zones. If DAP's
Teoh Teik Huat is now making noise
because of Jalan C.Y. Choy, he would
have grounds to kick up a bigger row
when all the streets in his constituency
suffer the same fate.
11.1ncrease parking fees. Salesmen will clamour
for bigger travelling allowance or depend
on the Council's erratic bus schedules.
12.1ncrease hawker licensing fees . Think again
before you take your wife and kids for
dinner because Pak Ali's satay may be
at 40 cents a stick.
13.1ncrease eating shop, restaurant and enter·
tainment house licensing fees. Apart from
the tax levied by the Government, be
prepared to pay another 5%.
14.1ncrease advertisement licensing fees. The
muggers will be the happiest because of dark
streets due to absence of illuminated sign·
boards which will be affected by the in·
creased fees.
15.1ncrease rentals for hawker and market
stalls. Please don's penalise Ah Pek if
your kilo of sawi weighs lighter: he has
to make a living, two!
16. 1ncrease rentals for public housing units.
If your son/daughter brings home less
allowance, kindly try to stretch your
pension.
17 . Increase rentals for staff quarters. Ahmad
Nor's SOP will enjoy immense support
at the coming elections.
18.1mplement fines on any possible minor
breaches of the Council's numerous
by-laws. Hurry, get to know and befriend
the Council PresidAnt or Secretary if you
want to cancel that notice or summons.
Can Penangites fold their arms and do
nothing? Fellow Malaysians in the other towns,
please don't chuckle because yolK City Fathers
may adopt the same methods to fill the coffers
in your local councils!
Gan Thean Chye
Penanq

Education in Australia Discriminatory Practice
As a group of overseas students from
various Asian nations, we feel that the time
has arrived for us to let the people at home
know the true picture of our agonizing hfe 1n
this supposedly friendly country. Of course,
we are talking about that country 'down
under' , Australia.
We have been conducting a battle with the
Australian government ever since the introduc·
t1on of v1sa fees for Asian students from th~rd
world countries. This discriminatory fees has
increased dramatically and alarmingly from
A$1500'" 1980 to A$3500 this year. As many
parents whose children are studying in Australia,
would know, that is an equivalent of about
M$6000. Together with the general expenses
needed to survive in a country with a high
standMd nf living, an average family would
be paying approximately MS10,000 per annum,
just to sponsor a child to study in this so-called
friendly nation. By Australian standards, many
overseas students are living under extremely
difficult conditions. As the majority of people
wo.uld know, especially the government, most
of these parents are facing daunting tasks of
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coming up with enough money to sponsor
their children oversees, as well as feed the
famil y at the same time.
The Australian Government's attitude
towards overseas students is based upon the
" User Must Pay" basis, even though it is stat is·
t ically proven that Australia is achieving net
gain in quantifiable benefits as well as many
unquantifiable benefits in political, social,
commercial and other fields.
It all appears very well from the surface
that Australia is being generous in helping the
Third World, but beneath that surface there
are the ugly signs of Australia exploiting its
important neighbours. Australia is already
enjoying a huge trade imbalance, favouring
Australia, and trying to rip off poorer Third
World Nations is just going to create even
greater global inequality. We are extremely
concerned about the millions of dollars lost
each year by Third World Nations through
foreign exchange just to send students abroad.
Another clear sign of the Australian labour
government trying to exploit poorer Third
World Nations is the recent move to sell education to poorer countries for profit. This just
shows us how genuine and helpful this supposedly friendly nation is. The move allows
students and their families who can afford
A$10,000 for visa fees only, to study here.
We oppose this move unquestionably and
our advice to students at home is to reject
the idea utterly and apply to study in other
more friendly countries.
The recent statements and a few previous
articles released by the Malaysian government
in support of the Australian government
have severely sabotaged our struggle here.
However, it is seen as an encouragement to the
Australian government to penalise overseas
students even more immensely. It is an indication to many of us here that the Malaysian
government agrees to the introduction and
continuous increase of visa fees for overseas
students. The recent co-operation given by
Asian nations to the Australian Education
Services Mission, which was set up to find
markets for exporting Australian Education
Services Mission, which was set up to find
markets for exporting Australian education,
was another blow to our strugggle. We are
doing everything within our right to for~=&
the di.s criminatory government to halt all
its policies on the exploitation of poorer
Asian nations.
Another reason that prompts us to write
to the people directly is all the misleading
statements that the racist Australian government has been feeding our parents and friends
back home. We are being used as scapegoats
by the Australian government for the exclusion
of local students, instead of admitting to the
people the government's massive cut in education funding. All statistic have proven that
the labour government has been cutting
education spending over the past years.
The other misleading statement that was
released by Australia concerns the racist society
that exists within Australia. While the Austra·
lian Ambassador to Malaysia was asking our
parents not to worry about Asian students
being harassed by racist groups, the Australian
Education Minister was blaming us for promot·
ing racism in Australian tertiary Institutions.
Within institutions, we are treated as Aliens
and subjected to various kinds of racist quotas,
and picked on by some academic staff. We
don't want to see our people cheated and
bullied by liars.
To conclude, we just want the people to
know that we have just touched on a very
minute part of the whole crisis we are facing
here. We would like to appeal to the people
and the government concerned to show their
disapproval to the Australian government by
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boycotting all Australian products and also
strike off Australia as your holiday destination.
More importantly, we hope that business
organizations, unions and particularly the
government will take the initiative of banning
Australian goods. We are hoping that our
people will give us their support and give this
serious matter thorough and careful thought.
Should anyone need more information please
don't hesitate to let us know. We would be
more than happy to comply with your request.
Erik Wee
Un iversi ty of NSW
Austra lia

Enhance Inter-Religious &
Inter-Ethnic Understanding
As a Sabahan, I am pleased to note the
results of the recent election favouring the
PBS for a fresh mandate to serve the state.
To me, the election results have proven two
crucial points. The first being the democratic
acceptance of the party in the light of the rule
of law and the spirit of our Malaysian Constitution. The second being a clear indication
that an ethnic (or religious) based coalition
government does not work for the people
of Sabah, hence contrary to our Prime Minis·
ter's earlier proposal. This being the case,
I see no future reasons behind the delayed
admission of the PBS as a component of the
Barisan Nasional.
Much as I desire to see both the ruling
party and the opposition play active and positive roles in the formulation of just policies,
I share some apprehensions as to the future
tendencies among some of our leaders to
politicize the ethnic and religious sentiments
ol our people, which if allowed to recur, would
render it a liability to the overall development
of our society.
Unless concrete avenues to enhance interreligious and inter-ethnic understanding are
provided for, the above tendencies will continue to thrive as and when the upper echelon
leaders feel threatened of their position and
power bestowed upon them by the ordinary
man in the street. Unless such avenues are
provided for, the people's inherent right to
self determination will always be hampered.
The fact that non-communal issues have, until
recently been polarized along religious and
ethnic lines, is proof of this.
SRC
Asia n Social Institute
Phil ippines

UMNO. Unfortunately, his mouth has been
sealed once he became a Cabinet Minister.
As a leader it is also odd that he has stooped
low to "counter attack" sensitive issues by
raising a sensitive issue instead of using diplomacy.
As for the issues which he alleged were
brought up by the Ch inese Youth leaders
1 am sure many will agree with me that: -

11 LANGUAGE
It has been accepted by all and the logical
reason is that many Chinese parents have
been sending their children to National
Schools with Bahasa Malaysia as the
medium of instruction since 1970. In
National Type Schools BM is taught as one
of the subjects. So the question of questioning the BM does not arise. And from examination results in BM the Chinese students
have fared better than the Malays. In many
Chinese homes, Malay newspapes and
other BM reading materials exceed those '
of English and Chinese.

21 ISLAM:
It is the most sensitive issue and I can
safely say that not only has Islam been
accepted but respected by the Chinese.
They have never complained or whispered
against the religion being propagated or
implemented. On top of it they had contri·
buted finacially to many Islamic activities.
It is a fact that Islam has been made a
mockery of by Malays themselves so much
so that I've lost count of the number of
Muslim sects in Malaysia today. It is here that
Anwar should step in and see that there is
only one Islam in Malaysia. So don't blame
others for his failure.

31 MALAY PRIVILEGES:
These if carried out according to the Con·
stitution I am certain no one has any
grudge against it. These privileges are being
enjoyed mostly by the UMNO Putras
and the BN Putras consisting of the ieaders
and their henchmen and women outside
UMNO as far as the economy is concerned.
As for the other Malay privileges obviously
there have been grievances not only among
the Non-Malays but even the Malays have
voiced their grievances because the implementation of Government policies is based
on racial biases and political considerations.
As for Malay privileges this is the legacy
of colonialism. The British deliberately
bypassed the rights and privileges of the
Orang Asli, the Genuine BUMIPUTRAS
who then lived deep in the jungles and
recognised the Malays who came after
and made use of them for England's benefits.
So up to date the Malays and the so-called
privileges remain and that is why we have
"The Malays & other Bumiputras" being
mentioned always.

41 POSITION OF RULERS:

Anwar's Threat:
A Cheap Political Gimmick
UMNO Youth leader Anwar Ibrahim threatened Youth leaders of Non-Malay communi·
ties particularly the Chinese that he would
raise the question of citizenship if they continued to raise issues from basic national policies
such as Islam, Malay privileges, language and
the position of the Rulers. This is a cheap
political gimmick in view of the general election.
Anwar formerly of ABIM is very short of issues
to be presented to the Malay electorate as he
has miserably failed in his promises and pledges
etc. that he would fight all the major issues
such as corruption, religion , poverty etc. within
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Anwar surely has not forgotten the role he
played during the constitutional criSIS
until he was nicknamed as one of the
seven "warriors". All seven are UMNO
members. It was UMNO which encouraged
the non-Malay based parties within the BN
to denounce the Rulers indirectly. Not
one Non-Malay ever spoke publicly against
the Rulers except to make press statements
"to solve the crisis amicably". By causing
the crisis UMNO has gone against the
provision in the Constitution. It was UMNO
which stood up against the Malayan Union
in order to protect the position of the
Rulers and it was UMNO which later supported "Mahathir Union" to make the
Rulers puppets.
My advice to Anwar is to play clean politics
so that racial polarization can be got rid of

once and for all. Do not use or dig up sensitive
issues in order to be a leader. To use CITIZEN·
SHIP as a weapon against the non-Malays ,
Anwar must remember that within UMNO
ttself there are Leaders and Members of Indian,
Arabic and nther outside origins. These people
are only luckly to be called Malays because
they are UMNO members. Moreover. CITIZEN·
SHIP is a basic right of every Malaysian. These
non·Ma lays must be remembered because they
and their forefathers have contributed to make
Malaysia what it is today. Has Anwar lost
his sense of direction as a Muslim -to remem·
ber always the good in others.
Anwar as the head of the BN Youth move·
ment should gather the support of other
Youth Leaders and get rid of CORRUPTION
in high places within the Government, ABUSE
OF POWER, COMMUNALISM, RELIGIOUS
EXTREMISM AND POVERTY among the
various races. By so doing he will ba respected
as a Malaysian Nationalist. He should keep
to his pledge when he was in ABIM that he
would fight all the ills within UMNO . It is
obvious that he "nods" when decisions are
made in the Supreme Council or Cabinet
meetings but "shakes" his head outside.
Ismail Hashim
Adviser
Socia list Democratic Party

Surat Terbuka Kepada
Saudara Anwar Ibrahim
Saya ingin menyuarakan rasa k!'tidakpuasan
hati saya terhadap kenyataan yang dibuat oleh
Saudara dalam suratkhabar tempatan baru·
baru ini mengenai kebangkitan semula soal·
soal kewarganegaraan. Sesungguhnya kenyataan
yang dibuat bolehlah dianggap sebagai meng·
ugut kaum bukan bumiputera (iaitu mengikut
nama yang dikurniakan oleh pemimpin·pemim·
pin Saudara) dan sepertirnana yang Saudara
telah maklumkan, parti politik samada dari
pihak BN maupun pihak pembangkang telah·
pun mengkritik Saudara.
Jika Saudara ingin memekankan kembali
mengenai sejarah tanahair, maka sudilah sekira·
nya Saudara dapat meluangkan sedikit masa
untuk menatap petikan sejarah yang berikut
yang diambil dari buku "Malaysia dalam
Seiarah" yang dikarangkan oleh Saudara M.
Thambirajah.
Petikannya
adalah
seperti
berikut:"Kaum yang terbesar dan utama sekali
datang ke Asia Tenggara ialah dari bahagian
barat Cina. Mereka ialah kaum Mongoloid.
lni berlaku di antara tahun 2500 S.M. dan
1500 S.M. Mereka adalah nenek ·moyang
orang-orang Melayu yang sekarang ini ber·
mastautin di Malaysia, Indonesia, di setengah
tempat di Filipina dan Taiwan. Kaum Melayu
'"' mengembara dari Asia Tenggara ke Pulau·
pulau Easter and Republik Malagasy. Kaum
yang datang ke Asia Tenggara in i boleh di ·
bahagikan kepada dua iaitu Melayu Pertama
dan Melayu Kedau (sila rujuk Bab 1 m.s. 81".
Maka darl petikan di atas, sudilah seklra·
"VB Saudara dapat memberi sedikit penjelasan
samada kaum Melayu yang terdapat di Malaysia
1uga dikenali sebagai kaum pendatang.
Apakah salahnya juka orang perseorsngan
membuat sedikit teguran tentang ketidakadilan
dalam kebanyakan bidang sepertimana yang
wuJud dalam rnasyarakat majmuk seperti
\\llaysia. Malah semasa lawatan PM ke Negara
Co na , beliau mengatakan bahawa kaum bumi·
putera hanyalah mendapat "sedikit sahaja"

keutamaan daripada kaum lain. Pada pendapat
saya, perkataan "sedikit sahaja" arnatlah
tepat jika digantikan dPngan "lebih dari separuh"
supeya tidak mengelirukan mana-mana pihak.
C. L. Chua

Kela ng

Why, Oh Why, City Council?
I refer to the Penang Minicipal Council's
acceptance of the 2 condo apartments at
Gurney Drive as payment for a debt owed
by a developer (Page 8 , The Star dated 15
May 1986).
It is observed that the principal sum owed
is about $500.000 and this together with
interest totals only $751,419, according to the
Council Secretary Mr lakhbir Singh. The
Council must be using an absurdly low interest
rate of about 6% per annum for the debt!
If the developer had borrowed $500,000
from a finacial institution and if only an
interest rate of 13.5% per annum was imposed.
the debt (princi pal sum plus interest) would
have been $1.,200,000 or more. The Council
has therefore, helped the developer save
$448,581.
Mr lakhbir Singh claimed that the 2 apart·
ments have a market price (presumably listed
sales price) of $922,000. Assuming the develo·
per's cost is the normal 75% of the sales price,
i.e. $691,500, the profit made in this instance
is $59,919 (i.e. $751A19 minus $691.5001.
Total savings by the developer is therefore,
$508,500 (i.e. $448,581 plus $59,9191.
If the Council had taken the developer to
court, it could expect that an interest rate of
not less than 8% per annum would have been
applied in the award.
The development company is a subsidiary
of one of this country's top finance companies
and has the means to reimburse the Council
with cash. Why is the Council accepting the 2
apartments in lieu of cash?
Plans were approved for 2 residential blocks
to be built on the Gurney Drive site but to-date
only one block has been completed. This means
that the Council will not be able to receive
individual strata titles for the 2 apartments
until the next block is constructed and if the
Council should be in need of funds, it would
be unable to dispose of the 2 properties. What
will the Council do then? Increasing the assess·
ment rate, the sewerage rate, parking fines,
hawker license fees, and other similar charges
will no doubt tax the rate·payer further in these
times of economic recession. With the General
Elections round the corner, the Barisan Nasio·
nal may expect to lose a lot of votes from
Penangites!
Is the Council being blackmailed with a
threat of litigation by the developer for appro·
ving the plans for the defective Northam Court
or is some Council official/officer's palm
being "greased"? If these are not the reasons,
why then did the Council accept the apart·
ments when it has the benefit of advice from jts
numerous valuers under its present employment
as well as those who have retired? If the Coun·
Ctl valuers are not competent enough, tt could
have referred the matter to the Penang State
Valuer.
Will the present Auditor-General look into
this and do Penangites a favour before he retires?
Alternatively, will the incoming Auditor·
General investigate this mishandling of the
rate-payer's money?
Lcoug Chi Koug. P.B.S.
Penang
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Mr. Tough Guy and Terrorism
Let us now assume that the Americans
under the leadership of one "TOUGH GUY"
Reagan had successfully destroyed libya's
Gaddafi. " Do you think that will stop world
terrorism?" I think we should delve deeply into
how and why these terrorists came into axis·
tence. All the time we have been getting a lot
of T.V. reports about the "new breed" of
terrorists, and ways to combat terrorism. I
think there is a failure to understand that
terrorism has links with war in an area. Most
terrorist activities occur in the Middle East,
Ireland, sometimes India (Punjab), Sri lanka
etc. The people in these areas, especially the
Middle East, had been at war for decades.
The children do not have a chance to get
decent education and lead a peaceful life.
In fact, they were exposed to all sorts of
violent activities which psyches them to be
more violent. life is cheap for them and in
fact this is a perfect training ground for poten·
tial terrorists.
I just watched two hours of CNN late
news today about how the F II I made it to
Tripoli, how they bombed Tripoli and inter·
views with officials and members of the Ameri·
can public who gave Mr TOUGH GUY all the
support. I am sad to say that Mr TOUGH GUY
had been talking tough all the time and failed
to understand that this year is the "Inter·
national Year of Peace". There are actually
many centres for terrorist training besides
libya. For example, Iran, Iraq, lebanon,
Syria etc. Will Mr TOUGH GUY bomb these
places in future? In a decade or two, if Mr
TOUGH GUY lives long enough to see it, he
will find that new terrorist centres will be
organised in Central America, an area where he
once did not give peace a chance.
The world will go on "business as usual ".
Aml!l'ica and Russia will sell arms to the 3rd
World and encourage them to fight for their
ideologies. Children in the underdeveloped
world will keep on dying of hunger and malnu·
trition. Nuclear weapons will be more sophis·
ticated than ever. I wish the UN did not declare
this year as the "International Year of Peace".
Obviously the time is not right yet.
Chandrahmad

N.S .W. Au st ro lia

Remembering Election Time
In Malaysia
Election time in Malaysia reminds me of
the Malaysian way of life. I refer to Kampung
Lawan Kuda Baru, Gopeng, a kampung where
1 was brought up. I guess my comments on this
election would be true of many othlll' kampungs
in Malaysia.
On election day, there are two groups
of cars. A group with a BN flag and ~nother
with a OAP flag. These cars are to give lifts
to people going to the polling centre. When I
was a child, I saw the driver of a car giving an
old man a lift, showing him the way to the
polling centre and telling him specifically whom
to vote for. Another car came with five or
six ladies who had just finished working at a
nearby tin mine. I suppose the driver had
finished all the propaganda during their journey
to the polling centre. These memories of the
election time make me feel special being a
Malaysian. I guess we are lucky because there
are no armed soldiers with machine guns
staring at us before we cast our votes. On the
othl!l' hand. I also felt unlucky that many of
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our old folks do not understand what elections
are about. Opposttion parties cannot gain
access to the National mass media . Conestants
have to get permits to speak or organise a
peaceful demonstration. These things do not
happen in the free world .
Well, let us just hope that with the establish·
ment of some non-political groups like Aliran,
lnsan etc and with a few more generations
of educated young Malaysians, these crippling
traditions are done away with .
In the meantime, just k~e p up the good
work, concerned Malaysians!!

yang telah tuan tunjukkan itu. lni ekoran
daripada sikap tuan yang terbuka, di mana tuan
tidak menggunakan 'SURAT LA YANG', untuk
menujukan kepada seseorang umpamanya ape
yang dilakukan oleh satu-satu pihak, di mana
mereka ini, hanya melaung-taungkan kebenaran,
namun sebaliknya mereka tidak pernah mem·
peratikkannya.
Sekali lagi di sini, saya berharap kepada
pihak tuan agar dapat mengirimkan dan mem·
berikan keterangan yang lebih lanjut risalah
tuan itu. Saya sudahi dengan ucapan setinggi·
tinggi tahniah dan terima kasih di etas ttndakan
positif tuan itu.

Homesick Malaysian
University of New South Wales
Australia

The Illegal ImmigrantA victim Too?
I refer to the report by Concerned on
' 'The Illegal Immigrant - A Victim Too" in
the Feb/March 1986 issue.
While it provides us with a view from the
" other side", I cannot help but notice several
irreconcilable facts.
Back home, she hhe illegal immigrant)
daimed, " .......... we have a piece of land and
a house.......... could make at least M$20 a
day, even M$40 on a good day". That works
out to M$600 a month, essuming that there are
no "good days" in a month (A very valid
assumption in present times). Over here, they
(she, her husband and her brother -in-taw)
are getting M$450 a month.
Any normal person would have packed up
and gone home.
They planned to but ".......... We need
about M$220........ if I had it, I would go
tomorrow". And, would you believe it "my
hU$band........ managed to get a red 1/C for
M$500 ............
The intention to return home was hampered
by M$220 but M$500 was available when a
red 1/C (and hence permanent stay) appeared .....
Hanyt
lpoh

Meminta Keterangan Lanjut
Be$arlah harapen dan dengan sukl!citanya
dimaklumkan kepeda tuan, saya seperti nama
dan alamat yang tertulis seperti di atas, dan
merujuk kepeda perkara yang tercetat di atas,
di sini meminta jasa baik tuan untuk memberi·
bn keterangan dengan lebih lanjut lagi seperti
yang tuan nyatak"n dulu.
Saya begitu tertarik
dengan risalah
yang telah tuan karangkan tidak lama dulu,
dan di sini saya amat berbesar hati kiranya
tuan dapat menyumbangkan dengan lebih
detil tagi berkaitan dengan risalah tersebut
(KERAJAAN CAMPURAN Dl SABAH).
Saya juga amat bersetuju dengan pandangan
yang telah tuan berikan itu, sudah semestinya·
lah kerajaan tidak boleh memandang ringan
dan mucbh ape yang telah berlaku di Sabah,
terutamanya ape yang telah berlaku baru·
baru ini, iaitu perberontakan dan tunjuk

s-r-n.
Tidak lupe diucapkan setinggi·tinggi tahniah
keped;l tuan dan pihak-pihak yang terlibat
dalam karangan dulu, kerana sik•p berani
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Ahini@ Amy Sunnil
Sabah

Sebenamya, risalah hlmi mengenai Sabah
merupakan terjemahan dari Bahasa lnggcris.
Risalah itu adalah satu usalw untuk menegak·
hln prinsip-prinsipdemokrasi. Sekiranya saudara
ingin tahu dengan lebih lanjut lagi tcntang
kegiatan-kegiatan A/iran, saudara boleh menghubungi saudara John Thurn, Penyelaras,
Biro A/iran Sabah, H-85 Tanwn Che Mei, Jolon
Penampang, 88300 Kota Kinaba/u, Sabah.
(Nombor Talipon : 225804)
- Pengarang

Tan Koon Swan and MPH Told:
Explain $250 Million Loss
Despite the varioU$ reports in the press
that the Multi-Purpose Holdings has incurred
losses ranging from $200 to $250 mill ion,
there has been no denial or correction from the
MPH Board of Directors.
The Malaysian Chinese will not forget that
it was Tan Koon Swan and the MCA leaders
who in 1981 and 1982 went on a country·
wide tour, virtually town to town, to 'sell'
not only MPH, but the various MCA State
Holdings like Matang Holdings of Johore,
Aik Hua Holdings of Selangor, Panhua Holdings
of Pahang and Peak Hua Holdings of Perak,
to mop up the savings and hard-earned income
of the Malaysian Chinese.
The Malaysian Chinese were not only told
that the MPH and the various MCA State
Holdings was the route of salvation for the
Malaysian Chinese economy, a counter to the
New Economic Policy promotion of bumiputra
corporate giants, it was a sure monay-maker
for those who invested in these MCA Holding
companies. It was the 'economic self-salvation'
of the Malaysian Chinese, and an opportunity
for the housewife, taxi-driver, hawker, worker.
and small bU$inessmen to share in the benefits
of development and modernization.
The MPH was boosted 'sky-high' and before
public listing, it was sold for as high as $9 and
above. But following its public listing in
January 1982, the highest level reached by
MPH was $4.92.
The MPH and the varioU$ MCA State
Holdings was one of the 1982 general elections
'weapons' to enable the MCA to achieve its
tandlclide victory and 'political breakthrough'.
Those who had bought MPH and the various
State MCA Holdings, expecting them to be
sure moneymakers, were told that if MCA
loses, they will all suffer financial losses; while
on the contrary, if MCA wins in a big way,
it will ensure even higher profits for the MPH
and varioU$ MCA Holding investments.
This not only ensured unprecedented voting
support for MCA in the 1982 general elections,
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it also explained why after the MCA landslide
victory, many Malaysian Chinese bought
MPH and the various MCA State Holdings
believing in the MCA propaganda that these
shares are set for a great 'breakthrough'.
Malaysian Chinese also will not easily
forget that when the MPH shares began to
plummet a few months later in 1982, Tan
Koon Swan phoned up from london to advise
the MPH shareholders not to sell, that it was
a good investment. There were subsequent
reports that although Tan Koon Swan advised
the MPH shareholders not to sell their shares
he and other MCA leaders were dumping th~
MPH shares in Singapore - and to this date,
such reports had not been denied or con·
tradicted.
In any event, after a brief and slight recovery, MPH shares continued its downward
dive, till the record low of 37% cents.
There is no doubt that far from being the
'saviour' of the Malaysian Chinese, the MPH
and the various MCA State Holdings had been
the immense financial burden of all those
who bought the shares, as well as the Chinese
community as a whole.
Although Tan Koon Swan has now resigned
from MPH, he is the MCA Presid.,nt and cannot escape responsibility for his leading role
in 1981 in convincing the Malaysian Chinese
to buy the MCA holding companies.
I suggest that Tan Koon Swan and the
MPH Directors should tow the country, town
by town, as they did in early 1980s to sell
MPH and the various MCA State Holding
compenies, to explain the immense losses
being incurred by these companies to their
shareholders. I understand that out of the
MPH losses exceeding $200 million, there
are two transactions involving $43 million
which are particularly unprecedented. All
these should be clarified.

lim Kit Siang
Secretary-General
Dcm:x:ratic Action Party

lnsan Was Approached
We would like to clarify on the letter by
P.S. Rajah which appeared in the May/June
'86 issue of Aliran Monthly.
Contrary to what P.S. Rajah had claimed,
lnsan was approached and had supported our
daim for Termination Benefits when Kerling
Estate's ownership was transferred from
Guthrie to K.L. - Kepong. tnsan's representa·
tive was present at our first press conference
involving 12 estate-divisions nationwide on
24th Feb. '85 and subsequently Dr. Jomo of
lnsan -ote a supportive letter in May/June
'85 Aliran Monthly.
P .S. Rajah's ignorance of these facts shows
that his claim to be involved in our issue is
not true. As far as we are concetned we do not
know anybody by this name.
We would like to state strongly that P.S.
Rajah should not make use of us workers
and our struggle for his own convenience.
Kerling Workers Committee
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A case of Character
Assassination?
Mr. P.S. Rajah (A/iran Monthly, May/June
1986) has accll$ed INSAN's director, Dr. Jomo
of lying and dishonestly seeking publicity
for INSAN's involvement in the Kerling estate
case.
Jomo wrote (Aiirorr Monthly. Feb/March
1986): " In the Kerling case, INSAN and
another non-governmental organization INGO)
were approached by workers concerned about
their fate in view of the impending sale of
their estates, and the apparent reluctance of
the NUPW to protect their interests."
This letter - prepared by him after discus·
sions with and approval from me - was in
respons.e to a query from the ICFTU after
false NUPW allegations against "a consumer
body and INSAN".
Jomo's letter emphasized the problems
faced by plantation workers, the apparent
failure of the NUPW to champion their interests
and the very modest role of INSAN and other
NGOs in trying to support workers' efforts
to redress their problems.
P.S. Raja h's allegation that we are publicity
seekers, and thus tarnishing INSAN's reputa·

tion, can be easily refuted by reference to
INSAN's earlier letters in A/iran Monthly.
Dr. Cecilia Ng - the secretary of INSAN's
board - attended a meeting with representa·
tives of the Kerling estate workers together
with representatives of the other NGO involved
on 24 February 1985, and Jomo did some
follow·up work leg. see A/iran Monthly, May/
Jun 1985).
It is therefore untrue that INSAN was not
approached by the Kerling estate workers.
Several questions emerge.
Why is P.S. Rajah falsely accusing Jomo of
dishonesty and publicity seeking?
Why is he trying so hard to isolate Jomo
from the rest of INSAN?
As P.S. Rajah's letter involves character
assassination and the reputation and good name
of INSAN, we would have expected Aliran to
at least co ntact us to verify his claims before
publishi ng such a letter.
Dr. Mohd. Nasir Hashim
Chairman, INSAN

There are all sorts of claims, allegations
and accusations, some of a very serious nature,
which are made in the letters column of the
A/iran Monthly. As long as they concern

matters of public interest, which are not
knowingly false and are not presented with
malice, we corry them in line with our commit·
ment to the right of free expression. We regard
such letters as 'fair comment' on matters of
public interest.
It is unreasonable to expect the editor of
this or any other jour110/ to check with the
person who is criticised to find out if the
'claims' mode ore true or not. We have no
obligation to do so. For the A/iran Monthly
is not responsible for the views expressed by
readers in our letters colunm. The letters
column makes 1his very clear.
171is is why, we did not get in touch with
the NUP111 to find out if Dr. Jomo's furious
denunciation of that Union (A/iran Monthly,
Feb/Mar 1986) was justified or not, before
publishing the latter's piece. We assumed that
his views were presented without malice. We
would have been quite happy however to
publish a reply from the NUPW. Similarly:- •
we are happy to publish the letters from the
Kerling Workers Committee and Dr. Mohd.
Nasir Hashim, 01aifl1101l, INSAN, in defence
of Dr. Jomoagainst P.S. Rajah (A/iran Monthly,
May/June 1986). This is a policy which we have
followed faithfully all along.
- .tditor
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Development

Fifth Malaysia Plan
(1986-1990)
liran is encouraged that
the Government recognises
that there are structural
weaknesses in our economy
which is extremely trade
dependent ana which has resulted in a
drop in demand for our exports, low
commodity prices, current account deficits, and a foreign debt totalling $50
billion.
Altran is pleased also that we are going
to cut down on public expenditures from
$80.3 billion to $74 billion as projected
in the Fifth M<11l'lysia Plan mstead of
continuing to borrow heavily to finance
development projects some of which,
in the past, had been of little benefit
to the majority. (See Table 1)
The cut on defence and internal
security spending in particular is welcomed. The emphasis on agriculture and
rural development especially the push
towards increasing food production padi, fruits and vegetables and fish is also a move in the right direction
insofar as these are geared towards
lowering the market prices of these daily
food items and up-grading the income of
the rural poor. Likewise. the comm itment
to small-scale industries and small businessmen in the urban areas is lauded.
There are however several major
problems in the Plan which merits serious
re-<:onsiderat iof'l.
Firstly, it is disturbing that despite
recognition of structural weaknesses in
the national economy, the thrust of the
Fifth Plan continues to be upon tradeoriented development. This is particularly evident in the push towards
export-oriented industrialisation , both
resource-based as well as non-resource
based.
In line with the Industrial Master Plan
(IMP). related administrative procedures
are to be improved and streamlined, and
industrial proouctivity made more efficient. But the growth of this manufacturing sector, the largest sector of the
economy during the Plan period, will
st ill be dependent on successfu lly seek ing
overseas markets. It is also disturbing

A
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Proposed Bakun Dam: Another elitist project that requires massive borrowing.
that a means to achieve this growth is
through even greater encouragement of
foreign investments to the extent that
the Plan. while expecting foreign equity
to decline to 25%, nevertheless hopes
that it will rise to 30% (from 25.5% in
1985) in 1990.
These plans will only continue to
make Malaysia particu larly susceptible to
the fluctuations of the international
economy and be severely affected by
recessions as t hey arise, as is the case
currently.
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A second thrust of the Plan that
stands in contrast to the previous one
is the significantly reduced role of the
public sector in the economy. This withdrawal had actually begun two years ago
as was recommended in the Mid-Term
Review of the Fourth Plan when it was
recognised that increase 10 public spending particu larly in 1980-83 had resu lted
in increasing foreign debts and huge bud·
get deficsts. To reduce the government's
role in the economy the government
turned to privatisation.

. Fifth Plan Allocations
TABLE 1

PUBLIC SECTOR DEVELOPMENT ALLOCATION/EXPENDITURE BY SECTOR

5th Plen
$mil

%of
total

4th Plan
$mil

ECONOMIC

52,473

76.1

55,778

Agricultu-re and rutill development

11.828

17.1

Sector

Mineral resou•ces development

75.3

11.8

8,714 .

48

0.1

28

0.1

9,752

14,0

20,212

27.3

-

Commerce and industry

%of
total

1'0,789

15.6

12,966

17.5

Communications

9,706

14.1

. 5.033

6.8

Energy and public utilies

9,895

14.3

8,644

11.7

Transport

Feasibility Study'

54
400

SQClAL

0.1 .

65

0.1

0.6

116

0.2

9,035

13.t

9,980

Education and training

5,583

8.1

4,687

1:-Jealth and population

715

1.0

736

1.0

1,980

2.9

3,935

5.3

757

1.1

621

0.8

6.8

7,495

l0.1

Reseerch and development

Housing
Others

13.5
6.3

.·

SECURITY

4,704

ADMINISTRATION

2,188

4.0

811

1.1

69.000

100

74.,063

100

Federal Government and NFPEs
State
TOTAL for Public Se<:tor

..

5,000

6,268

74,000

80,331

.,_...,

TABLE 2

MALAYSIA: PUBLJC AND PRIVATE SECTOR
HOUSING PROGRAMMES, 1986 - 90
(units}

Type of houses

Programme
Public sector

Targetted
units

lowcost

Mlkliumcost

High·
cost

27,900

200

149,000

120,900

Public low-1:ost housing

45.800

45,800
57,500

Housing in land sc.heme.s

5"l.500

institutional quarters and other staff accommodation

27,000

4,400

22,500

100

Other housing programmes

18,700

13,200

5.400

10.0

552,500

374,10~

152,300

26,100

540,000

370,400

146;000

23,600

12,500

3,700

6,300

2,500

Privat& Sector

I

Private developers housing
Co-operative societies

2

.
Total

70f ,500

495,000

180,200

26,300

Note:
1 Calculated based on the amount of funds of $20,250 ml11ion which is expected to be mode available during the Fifth Plan
2

period.

Inclusive of housing developers, individuals, and groups.
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TABLE3

MALAYSIA: PUBLIC DEVELOPMENT EXPENDITURE FOR
EDUCATION AND TRAINING, 1981 -90
($million)

Fourth Plan
allocation,
1981 -85

Programme

Education
Primary education
Government and Government-aided schools
Secondary education
Government and Government-eided schools
MARA Junior SciellCe Colleges
Technical and IIOCational schools
Higher education
Polvtechnics
Tunku Abdul Rahman College
MARA Institute of Technology
Univenlty of Mataya

Estimated
expenditure,
1981 -85

Fifth Plan
allocation,
1986-90

4,334.55

4,334.55

5,262.17

759.48

759.48

784.91

759.48

759.48

784.91

1,381 .56

1,381.56

1.436.52

1,024.21

1,024.21

656.86

78.94

78.94

81.62

287.64

287.64

698.04

2,056.81

2,056.81

2,591.95

123.25

123.25

220.46

0.66

0.66

15.00

184.91

184.91

225.21
132.91

53.65

53.65

University of SciellCe Malaysia

201.54

201.54

202.58

Nationel University of Malaysia

170.34

170.34

153.25

University of Agriculture Malaysia

186.54

186.54

101.52

University of Technology MalaV$ia

300.21

300.21

522.62

International Islamic University

31.65

31.66

164.40

Northern UniversitY of. Malaysia

27.00

27.00

164.00

679.09

679.09

690.00

149.02

149.0:Z

284.85

MARA scholarships and la.n
Teecher education

Other education support programmes

134.54

134.54

163.94

Training

407.05

407.05

303.89

Industrial trairting

265.01

265.01

276.71

lndustrlel training institutes

104.11

104.11

92.20

MARA IIOCational institutes

144.34

144.34

155.95

18.56

16.56

28.56

0.79

0.79

13.00

0 .79

0.79

13.00

14.18

Youth training centres
Commercial training
MARA commercial Institutes
Management training

141.2&

141.25

National Institute of Public: Administration

80.39

80.39

4.18

National Institute of Edueetional Manegement

80.88

60.86

10.00

4,741.60

4,741.60

5,566.06

Total

Thus much of the growth that is proJected for the duration of the Fifth Plan
is expected to come from the private
sector. There are however two points to
be considered.
Firstly, will the private sector be able
to invest a total of $73 billion or approxi·
mate!y $14.6 billion a year over the next
f,ve years? Only if they do, will the
protected overall economic growth rate
of 5% be achieved. In anticipating the
ans.ver we must recall that the performance of the private sector during the
fourth Plan was d ism aI: it only achieved
1.8 per cent growth, far below the tar·
gened 10.7 per cent. Yet its performance
·s expected to improve by some 400% in
me F fth Plan.
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The performance of the private sector
currently, what with the unending re·
trenchment exercises. is disappointing. As
a result, the overall economic growth rate
fast year was only 2.8% while that for
1986 is predicted to be even lower.
Keeping in mind that there is little
evidence to suggest that the inter·
national economic situation will be taking
a turn for the better, the projected
growth rate of 5% is overly optimistic.
The dependence on the private sector
to be the main motor of this growth
appears unrealistic.
The second consideration, an equally
disturbing one is the related issue of
depending on the private sector to provide certain social amenities and services.
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Indeed, in the case of housing where
the allocation has been cut from $3.9
bill ion in the Fourth Plar to $ J.98 bill ion
in the Fifth Plan, the public .sector will
only be building 21% of the proiected
701,500 new units. (See Table 2) The
remaining 79% are to be built by the
private sector. In view of the fact that
the private sector was only able to
build 204200 houses during the last
Plan as against its target of 524,700 units,
it is not inconceivable that there will
again be a shortfall in production.
Under the Fifth Plan, there is the
additional fear that the houses produced
will be too expensive since, of the 204,200
units produced by the private sector, only
19,170 units were low-cost. Despite

Poverty: Retrenchment, low commodity prices & 10.1% unemployment by 1990
show that not all is well in the battle against poverty.
1arious new measures that will be taken
::>y the Government to facilitate construction (like the setting up of a onestop agency, review and updating of
egislation and regulations, etc.), dependng on the private sector is no way to
resolve the people's basic need for cheap
1-touses.
Similarly, it is unfortunate that the
allocation for health services has been
cut in anticipation of a greater role by
private hospitals. In this case, the danger
s that services may improve but they will
cost more.
In view of the projected population
1ncrease from 15.8 million in 1985 to
17.9 million by 1990, the allocation for
social services and amenities should have
been further increased rather than cut
and the Government's responsibility
upgraded rather than passed on to the
uncertain hands of the private sector.
As it stands more money is being
allocated for administrative expenditures
(up from $811 million in the Fourth Plan
to $2.8 billion in the Fifth) than tor
housing ($2 billion) and health ($0.7
bill ion) taken together. And while some
S5.6 billion is allocated for education,
unfortunately the bulk of it is going to
tertiary education which wil l benefit
~he few. More should have been allocated
wwards the construction of schools and
.mprovement of services at the primary
and secondary levels especially in the

rural areas, estates and new villages.
(See Table 3).
Thirdly, there is also the concern
over poverty eradication. Again, as in
past plans, we only have the word of the
Government that the incidence of poverty
has been reduced and will continue to
be reduced by 1990. There is no indication
as to how the poverty 11ne is determined,
whether they are comparable over the
various years or that urban-rural differences are adequately considered. If all
these can be assured then the overall
reduction in the incidence of poverty
to only 18.4% in 1984 is to be welcomed.
It puts us in good standing for achieving
the targetted goal of further reduction of
the incidence of poverty to only 16.7%
by 1990.
Nevertheless, a comprehensive picture
of the current situation will only be
available if data is up-to-date. In view
of the present retrenchment exercises,
low commodity prices and the projected
increase in unemployment to 10. 1%
by 1990, it is difficult to accept the
Government's view that all is well in the
battle against poverty.
There is also the related concern which
Aliran and others have voiced all along:
that any programme to eradicate poverty
has also to take into consideration the
quest ion of relative poverty. No official
statistics are made available in the Fifth
Plan or in the previous ones. But studies

by private researchers in the past have
clearly indicated that the gap between
the rich and the poor is widening despite
certain basic needs being provided to the
laner. Relative poverLy regardless of
race has also to be considered if there
is to be peace, justice and stability in
the country.
The question of poverty has become
more significant because of the threat
of large-scale unemployment. The Fifth
Malaysia Plan is concerned about this
problem which is unprecedented in its
magnitude. l.t does suggest various
measures but there is no thorough
analysis of the underlying causes of
unemployment. Neither does the Plan •
propose major structural changes to
deal with unemployment on a long-term
basis.
Finally, Aliran would like to highlight
a few other features of the Plan which
should be re-exami'led~
• the Off-Budget Agencies, now called
Non-financial Public Enterprises (like
Hicom, Malaysian Highway Authority,
UDA, SEDCs, etc) will stilt be borrowing from foreign sources throughout
the Plan period. Some of these agencies
should be scrapped. Those that are
necessary should ensure full public
accountability. They should account
for every sen spent. In the wake of
recent m ismanagement of funds by
public corporations and statutory
bodies, this is imperative.
• there -is unfortunately too much
emphasis on tourism in the Fifth Plan.
The PAT A fanfare appears to be the
launching-pad for this new concern.
To expect greater earnings from
tourism especially if the international
economy continues to be in recession
appears optimistic. And even if it does,
it is questionable how tourism benefits
the local people in the long run,
especially since the material benefits
gained will probably be at the expense
of cultural, environmental and spiritual
development.
In conclusion, while we welcome the
trimming down of public expenditures,
nevertheless, we believe that the overall
economic growth expected is still too
high. The private sector might not be able
to invest at the rate that is expected of
them. Unfortunately this will mean a
shortfall in the provision of low-cost
housing, and perhaps an even higher
rate of unemployment than the projected
10.1%. Under the circumstances, the
Fifth Plan should have given more
emphasis to policies that will allow for
greater self-reliant rather than tradedependent growth and still larger_allocations (within the trimmed plan) for
social expenditures •
Francis Loh Kok Wah &.
Mustafa K Anuar

Official Secrets Act

Now Is The Time To Be Angry
T he people have the right to know and the
government has a moral re spon sibility to be accountable to the people

The proposed amendments to the
Official Secrets Act 1972 a re a threat, not only to those who are In the
journalistic profession, but to all f reedom-loving people of our country

T

here are times in which anyone
with any moral principles should
be angry. Now is such a time.
The so-called "liberal and open"
government of our day does not play by
the rules it espouses - the rules of openmindedness, fair-p lay and justice.
The question of the freedom of information is a case in point.
The freedom of information is often
called "the first freedom." Freedom of
information, including the freedom of expression and the freedom of the press, is
the touchstone of all freedoms. Without
the freedom of information, democracy
will die. Democracy, which is rule of the
people by the people for the people, will
become "THEMOCRACY" - the rule by
them, for them, on behalf of themselves!
Without a free press, there will not be
a free people.
It is the task of a vigorous free press
to examine, probe, question and find out
if there are mistakes and abuses, and to
expose, or even embarass,-governments of
whatever complexion, and not just to
accept handouts from people in high p laces and churn out what it is told to
publish.
It is important to take serious note of
this vital role of a free press for without a
free and independent press, no person
will truly enjoy his or her inherited divine
right to be tru ly free.
The greatest threat we face today is
from ourselves. If we accept whatever unjust laws and regulations imposed upon us
from what ever sources without exercising
our human and constitutional rights to resist them, then, by default, we have abandoned and abdicated our basic role as
loyal and good citizens. We have no one
to blame but ourselves.
As the great English judge, Lord
Denning, said: "Some lawyers (I may
add, so too, most people) think that the
sovereign remedy for all ills is an Act of
Parliament. They assume that Parliament
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knows everything and can do everything.
But Parl iament is made up of men like as
we are, who have not the time nor capacity to guard all points at which freedom
is threatened. It is for us, each of us, to
be \figilant at all times."
My appeal to fellow Malaysians is to
act upon our convictions to right the
wrongs we perceive through legitimate
public actions, on the basis of our human
and constitutional rights.
The proposed amendments to the Official Secrets Act 1972 are a threat, not
only to those who are in the journalisti~
profession, but to all freedom-loving people of our country.
The amendments, which seek to impose a mandatory minimum one-year jail
term for any offence under the Act, are a
threat to the democratic way of life.
There is no justification for the
government of the day to want to impose
such a harsh legislation upon the people.
So far, there has not been any serious leakage of secret information that could
threaten the security and well-being of
the nation. So w hat is the justification for
the government for wanting to tighten
the law to include a mandatory jail term
for all offences under the Act?
There is also no definite definition on
what "official secrets" are. Will a reporter
writing about some irregu larities or suspicious dealings . within a government department be committing an offence under
the Act? Can a newspaper publish,
without fear or favour, a story of the loss
of millions of dollars of public funds, like
the $2.5 billion BMF scandal, without
being exposed to prosecution under the
Act?
The all inclusive catch-all clauses of
the original Act are already a big threat to
the journalists. And now, with the mandatory jail term, the threat becomes- a
horrifying and torturous intim idation.
The people have the right to know and
the government has a moral responsibi lity
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to be accountable to the people. With
such a piece of law like the Off icial
Secrets Act, which covers such a wide
range of "official information" and which
wil l soon include a mandatory jail term.
the already tame press in Malaysia wi
become more timid. The people will be
kept in the dark about abuses in high places. Corruption will become rnore r-npant and rumour-mongering become \ 1e
order of the day.
To quote the good Lord Denning
again: "When there is no publicity, there
is no justice."
Then again, the imp0sition of a mandatory jail term is just a sad reflection
the erosion of the power of a free and
independent judiciary. The hands of the
judges are tied. They are not given the
discretion in deciding what the minimum
sentence should be, tak ing into consideration mitigating factors and the peculiar
circumstances surrounding a particular
case. Judges have no opportunity to alleviate unjust and unfair convictions under
such a harsh law.
In conclusion, I want to stress again
that only a free press can guarantee the
survival of our freedom and democratic
way of life.
I urge fellow Malaysians t o exercise
their fundamental human and constitutional rights to ensure that the press is
not prevented from doing its public duty
to report the truth.
I can say on behalf of al l journalists
that we shall fight t o protect our rights to
report and interpret news with scrupulous
honest ry by striving to disclose all essential
facts and by not suppressing relevant,
available facts or distorting by wrong or
i~proper emphasis.
I call upon the Malaysia government
to withdraw the proposed amendf!Jents to
the Official Secrets Act 1972.
Don't jail journalists! •
Thomas lee

KEJUJURAN

Skandal BMF
Satu Pengajaran
etiap peristiwa yang penting bagi
masyarakat ada pengajarannya.
Begitu juga dengan skandal BMF.
Untuk memudahkan perbincangan kita
dapat membahagikan pengajaran-pengajaran dari skaridal BMF pada dua kategori: yang mengecewakan dan yang
membawa harapan. Sebelum kita dapat
mempastikan aspek mana dalam skandal
tersebut yang. mengecewakan dan aspek
mana yang membawa harapan, kita
mesti menghuraikan kejadian-kejadian
kejadianyang
mengecewakan dan
kejadian yang menggalakkan.

S

Kejadian-Kejadian Yang Mengecewakan
Berlakunya skandal tersebut - skandal
yang pernah disifatkan oleh akhbarakhbar dan majallah-majallah di luar
negeri sebagai salah satu skandal kewangan yang terbesar dalam sejarah
kurun 20.
Sifat tamak haloba, kedorongan nafsu
yang Jelas terbukti di kalangan beberapa
ind1vidu yang berkaitan dengan Bank
Bumiputra (BB), Syarikat Carrian, badanbadan swasta yang lain dan mungkin
sistem pentadbiran dan politik negara.
Kemerosotan nilai-nilai profesynal dan
etika kerja di kalangan pegawai-pegawai
BB dan Bank Negara.
Kelemahan sistem penyeliaan dan
pengawalan yang diamalkan oleh BB
khususnya bank induk di Kuala Lumpur.
Dalam hubungan ini Ban!< Negara juga
harus disalahkan kerana mengabaikan
tanggungjawabnya. Apakah ini bermakna
bahawa undang-undang dan peraturanperaturan Bank yang sedia ada kurang
berkesan, atau pun, adakah ini masalah
manusia semata-mata?
Kegagalan kepimpinan politik mengambil tindakan yang wajar pada akhir
tahun 1982 dan awal tahun 1983 walau
pun mereka tahu bahawa skandal itu
mempunyai implikasi yang mendalam
terhadap sistem kewangan dan ekonomi
negara.
Kegagalan kepimpinan politik menubuhkan Suruhanjaya Di Raja yang

bebas untuk menyiasat skandal BMF pada
awal 1984. Suruhanjaya yang bebaslah
yang menjadi tuntutan beberapa organisasi dan ind ividu sejak pertengahan 1983.
Sikap dolak-<lalek pemimpin-pemimpin
politik dan pentadbiran dalam soal
pengumuman laporan terakhir BMF yang
disediakan oleh jawatankuasa dalaman BB
yang dipengerusikan oleh Tan Sri Ahmad
Noordin bin Zakaria. Alasan-alasan yang
diberi kurang meyakinkan. Kritikankritikan oleh pemimpin·pemimpin kerajaan dan ahli-ahli Parlimen Barisan
Nasional yang ditujukan kepada jawatankuasa Ahmad Noordin telah menjejaskan
imej pemerentah sendiri.
Akibat daripad a skandal BMF, pemerentah lebih bersikap.'tertutup' sepertimana dibuktikan dalam sekatan-sekatan
terhadap pengaliran maklumat dari birokrasi ke khalayak ramai. Pindaan terbaru
kepada Ak ta Rahsia Rasmi (1972) yang
mengenakan hukuman pen jara wajib
selama setahun terhadap pesalah-pesalah
sudah pasti tidak mendorong wartawanwartawan dan pihak·pihak yang lain
terus meny iasat perkara-perkara tertentu
yang dibangkitkan oleh Jawatankuasa
Ahmad Noordin. Kawalan ketat terhadap
akhbar·akhbar dan saluran-saluran komunikasi awam yang lain kini ketara.
Oleh kerana skandal BMF tidak
dapat disiasat dengan lebih mendalam
lagi, beberapa persoalan-persoalan utama
tidak dapat dijawab. Apa yang benarbenar berlaku, dan siapa yang benarbenar bertanggungjawab mungkin tidak
dapat diketahui selama-lamanya. Kebenaran dikorbankan demi kepentingan
politik pihak-pihak tertentu.
Berdasarkan sembilan (dan mungkin
banyak lagi) kejadian-kejadian yang mengecewakan berkaitan dengan BMF, kita
dapat membuat kesimpulan yang berikut.
Konsep amanah masih lemah di
kalangan mereka yang berkuasa dan berpengaruh di negara kita. lni adalah satu
masalah nasional. Soal amanah tidak
terbatas pada cara kita menguruskan
dan mengendalikan tugas dan tanygungjawab kita. Kejujuran kita mesti di15

perlihatkan dalam bidang-bidang yang
lain juga - termasuk kesediaan kita
memben taras
penyelewengan-penyelewengan dan mendedah kepada orang
ramai segala macam kccurangan yang
berlaku. lni yang dimaksudkan dcngan
'public accountability' dalam ertikata
yang sebenar.
Harus ditegaskan di sini bahawa
konsep amanah yang mempunyai per·
tal ian yang rap at dengan 'public accountability' wujud dalam ai-Ouran dan tradisi
sejarah Islam. Malah, konsep amanah
dianggap sebagai asas sistem politik dalam
pemikiran Islam. Berdasarkan konsep
inilah Islam menggalakkan institusi
Hisbah dalam pentadbiran negara. Badan
inilah yang menyiasat pengaduan-pengaduan orang ramai terhadap pemerentah
dan agcnsi-agensinya. Badan inilah yang
melindungi hak-hak individu. Badan
inilah yang menyemak kerja dan prestasi
pemimpin-pemimpin negara dan pegawaipegawai pentadbiran. Dan badan inilah
yang mengambil tindakan bagi pihak
orang ramai sekiranya ada sebarang
penyelewengan. lnstitusi Hisbah tidak
begitu berbeza daripada Ombudsman
dalam sistem pentadbiran moden. Sebenarnya, kuasa Hisbah lebih luas daripada
Ombudsman. Kita memerlukan institusi
sedemikian rupa yang menegakkan konsep amanah. Tetapi sama ada institusi ini
boleh mencapai matlamatnya atau tidak,
bergantung pada individu-individu yang
menguruskannya. lndividu yang beramanah lebih penting daripada institusi yang
ditugaskan menjaga amanah.
Kenapa prinsip amanah masih lemah
di kalangan mereka yang berkuasa dan
berpengaruh?
Ada beberapa sebab.
Sejarah dan latarbelakang masyarakat
kita, sifatnya pendidikan dalam sistem
persekolahan kita, nilai-nilai utama dalam
masyarakat kita semuanya mempengaruh.
sikap negatif golongan elit kita ini.
Tetapi, selain daripada faktor-faktor
ini, besar kemungkinannya bahawa tafsiran tertentu terhadap Dasar Ekonomi
Baru (DEB) juga bertanggungjawab. DEB
dianggap oleh setengah pihak sebagai
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paspot untuk mengumpu l harta, untuk
menjadi jutawan secara kilat (instant
millionaires). Skandal BMF menunjukkan bagaimana individu-individu tertentu
memperalatkan mstitusi-institusl tertenru
untuk tujuan tersebu t. Mereka tidak
merasa seuan mengenepikan segala lunaslunas moral dalam mengejar kekayaan.
Mereka tidak silu-silu melibatkan diri
dalam rasuah untuk memenuhi nafsu
mereka.
Sepertimana DEB, secara tidak langsung, ada hubungannya dengan BMF,
bcgitu JUga sistem sosio-ckonomi kita,
dari satu segi, mengwu)udkan suasana
yang mengi1inkan skandal-skandal seperti
BMF. lni adalah kerana kekayaan dan
kemewahan sangat·sangat diidhamkan
dalam masyarakat kita. ln1 bukan perkara
yang luar biasa dalam rnasyarakat yang
kuat dipengaruhi oleh sikap perolehan
(acquisitiveness), dalam masyarakat yang
berdasarkan pada keuntungan maksima.
ltulah sebabnya kita mesti menanya:
apakah klta dapat mengelakkan skandalskandal seperti BM F sclaginya asas-asas
ekonomi yang sed a ada, kekaP Apakah
ini bermakna bahawa kita mesti ubah
nilai-nilai dan struktur-struktur masyara~at, ia'tu, ubah dari sistem 2M (Megah
dan Mewah) kepada sistem JASA (JuJur,
ArYlanah, Sederhana dan Awam)?
Kekayaan dan kam-ahan sangat111ngat diidhamkan dalam masyarakat kita

Kejadian-Kejadian

Yang

Menggalakkan

Tuntutan yang dibuat oleh beberapa
organ isasi, termasuk parti-parti politik,
badan-badan kesejahteraan rakyat (pub Iic
interest societies), pergerakan buruh,
persatuan maj ikan, golongan-go longan
profesynal, supaya satu suruhanjaya
penyiasatan yang bebas ditubuhkan.
Walau pun permintaan mereka itu ditolak
oleh pemerentah, organisasi-organisasi
tadi, disertai oleh beberapa tokoh-tokoh
masyarakat seperti Tun Hussein Onn,
Tan Sri Dr. Tan Chee Khoon dan Tan Sri
Ahmad Noordin terus mendesak pemerentah menjalankan penyiasatan bebas
dalam skandal BMF. Selepas lapuran
terakhir BM F jawatankuasa Ahmad
Noordin dibentangkan
kepada BB,
mereka ini merayu kepada pemerentah
mengumumkan lapuran tersebut kepada
orang ramai. Oleh kerana usaha merekalah pemerentah terpaksa mengumumkan
lapuran Ahmad Noordin.
Sebenarnya, tidak ada isu awam
se)ak Merdeka yang menggerakkan jiwa
rakyat kita seperti· skandal BMF. Belurn
ada isu awam yang men)adi 'buah mulut'
orang ramai seperti skandal BMF. Skandal
BMF adalah satu-satunya perist iwa
nasional di mana rakyat berjaya menyampaikan perasaan dan pemikirannya
kepada pemerentah.
Lebih penting, tuntutan orang ramai
da lam soal BMF mengatasi batas-batas
kaum dan ugama. Golongan-golongan
dan individu-individu dari semua kaum

rnempequangkan keadilan dalarn soal
ini - walau pun ada usaha dari pemimpinpernimpin tertentu untuk memperkait·
kan protes BMF dengan perasaan perkauman. Mereka t idal< berjaya kerana
rakyat jelata tahu bahawa mercka yang
bertanggungjawab atas skandal tersebut
bukan w ira bangsa, sepcrt imana rnereka
tahu bahawa individu-individu dari kaum
Melayu dan bukan Melayu terlibat dalam
kedua-dua pihak - yang mahu skandal
itu disembunyikan dan yang mahu
skandal itu didedahkan.
Kesungguhan, ketekunan dan keberanian yang ditunjukkan oleh )awatankuasa Ahmad Noordin juga membcri
harapan kepada negara. Selain daripada
Tan Sri Ahmad Noordin sendiri, ,asajasa Chooi Mun Sou dan Ramli Ibrahim
mesti disanjung tinggi. Mereka membuktikan - melalui amalan mereka bahawa masih ada ind ividu-individu di
negara kita, di sektor awam, mahu pun
di sektor swasta yang bcrhikrnat tingg1.
Akhir sekal i, kita t idak dapat menafikan bahawa pcmcrentah telah mengumumkan lapuran terakhir BMF sungguh pun selepas desakan dari be·
berapa golongan dan individu. l'1i mencerminkan satu ciri yang ada pada pemerentah ki ta - keupayaannya, ke·
sediaannya untuk 'respond' atau bert indak balas. Dalam perkara-perkara yang
lain juga, ia membuktikan kesediaan ini.
ln1 adalah satu sikap yang baik, yang
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memberi harapan kepada kita semua.
Sekiranya kita merenungkan ke atas
empat kejadian-kejad ian yang menggalakkan yang berkaitan dengan skandal
BMF, jelas bahawa penga)aran utama
yang positif berhubung dengan peranan
rakyat. Skandal BMF membuktikan
bahawa pendapat umum (public opinion)
masih hidup di negara kita. Untuk menjadi sihat dan subur, ia memerlukan
sa luran-saluran demokratik yang bcrkesan. Namun, buat waktu ini, pendapat
umum merupakan satu tenaga masyarakat
yang membina.
Pemerentah harus mengakui peranannya demi kesejahteraan negara. Pendapat
orang ramai, kritikan orang ramai t idak
patut kita pandang serong. Malah, pemerentah harus menggalakkan kritikan sepert imana dibuktikan oleh Sayyidina
Umar lbu Khatab. Pada satu masa, dalam
perhirnpunan yang dihadhiri ramai. Urnar
ditegur beberapa kali oleh seorang rakyat
biasa yang mendengar ucapan beliau.
Orang lam yang hadhir cuba mclarangnya
daripada menegur Umar. Jawab Umar,
"Benarkan beliau rnengkritik. Alhamdulillah, masih ada di antara rakyat saya
yang sedia menentang pemimpinnya"e
Chandra Muzaffar

Ucapan yang disampaikan d i satu persidangan
Bumiputera di Kuala Lumpur pada awal April.

HUMAN FILE

Decisions At
Mendiola Bridge
Kathryn Johnson
Federation News VoL II No. 2 1985
Pllblished by : World Student Christian
=·.'Cieration (WSCF}. Geneva.
September 21, 1984, the twelfth
Mniversary of the declaration of martial
aw in the Philippines, was marked as
an International Day of Protest. The
!Aendiola rally in Manila was part of a
'1i1tionwide "We/gang Bayan" (People's
Strike). An all-night vigil was held. On
me morning of September 22, 1984,
~e demonstrators were celebrating an
ecumenical mass when the military
"f''ounted an assault. Dispersed were
4,000 protesters, the core of 30,000
oeople who had rallied to denounce the
US-backed Marcos government.
At 4 a.m. I was jarred awake. "Quick,
""t ready. The military is massing to
c·~ack". For a few moments I was totally
:1 soriented. The military? Attack? Sitting
;p on the cold, damp pavement my eyes
slowly focused on the barbed wire,
:vorkers and students moving their handerchiefs into place over their noses,
a"'d the seminarians with linked arms
· ghtening their cordon around the
:'f!monstrators. Suprised that I had
:~tually fal len asleep on the pavement,
now struggled to clear my mind and
·~rpen my senses to prepare for whate.P.r lay ahead. I pulled my handkerchief
.., over my nose and waited for further
structions.
The instructions were quick in coming.
.Ve need foreigners to go up to the mike
;;nd speak to the crowd. The military
on't attack as long as foreigners are
:·the mike." And again I was cal led upon
· ~ make a decision, one in a series of
~isions which hao begun hours earlier
'len I agreed to join the march to
!P.ndiola Bridge leading to Malacanang,
'":'"le Presidential Palace. That decision
-ade in the comfort of a conference
'":10m at a convent several miles from
~lacanang, seemed light years away
:>m the reality now facing me. At
:at time, none of us could have pre- cted that an afternoon ral ly would
.rn into an all-n ight vigi l, that the mi li-.ary's refusal to let us march halfway
~"'to the bridge would be the final
=raw leading several thousand demon~ators to sit down on the pavement and

refuse to move.
That had been the second moment of
decision. I stood face to face with water
cannons, the barbed wire, the armalitearmed troops, manifestations of the
vicious military might of a dictator, a
dictator unafraid to use that mi litary
might, especially at Mendiola Bridge,
especially at night. One year ago on this
night, the anniversary of the declaration
of martial law, eleven persons had been
killed at this bridge. But this year was
different. The base of the mass movement
against the Marcos dictatorship has
expanded. This year the march was not
led by students but by Butz Aquino,
younger brother of the slain opposition
leader, Ninoy Aquino. Also, there were
several foreigners and church people in
the crowd so the military was less likely
to use real bullets. Killing foreigners is
bad for the international image of the
dictatorship. We decided to stay.
The hours following that decision had
an endless quality. As the light of day
our
hunger
and
fatigue
faded,
increased and we shivered against the cool
night air in our short-sleeved t-shirts.
Many of us had spent the better port of
the day marching to the site of the rally,
and while earlier we had been hesitant to
even sit on the wet pavement, many of
us now succumbed to fatigue and stretched
out and slept, only to be awakened at
frequent intervals by rally marshalls
warning us to stay alert for infiltrators,
military agents sent into the crowd to
sow discontent, starting fights with
weary demonstrators and weakening our
discipline. This night they were unsuccessfu l as we maintained order within
our ranks.
The call to speak at 4 a.m. had an
urgency about it. Earlier in the evening
foreigners had been asked to speak and
we had agreed that only those who were
visiting the country for international
solidarity week would do so. Those of
us who live and work here would not
risk deportation or endangering the
agencies we work for. But now that the
mi litary was moving into pos1t1on,
priorities changed and I agreed to take
the mike. I don't remember exactly
what I and the others said. and it doesn't
really matter. The message was com-
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municated. The foreigners were still
there.
As we left the platform we were faced
with e third moment of decision. The
military had massed to our right and was
preparing to disperse the crowd. A group
of nuns and seminary students had
already stepped outside the cordon and
had formed the frontline behind the
negotiating team, linking arms and
covering the width of the street which
the military would have to come down to
reach the demonstrators. Would we, the
foreigners, be willing to join them and
form the second line? We made the" ·
decision quickly and moved into position.
An ecumenical worship service had
been planned for 5 a.m. but was hastily
begun at 4:30. And thus we stood for
nearly two hours, the crowd at our back
with water cannons trained on them from
the direction of the bridge, military men
and jeeps gatnered in position in front of
us ready to move in from another direction. Our instructions: to hold the line
as long as we could once the attack
began. And when it became impossible,
to run back into the crowd and to retreat
with them down Recto Avenue. People
running with the crowd are less likely
to be picked up and "disappear" into
military jeeps. And a crowd with foreigners and religious in its midst is less likely
to be the target of real bullets.
Even with the incredible tension of
those two hours, I had a sense of inner
calm. I had made the final decision.
I stood on the frontlines facing the
military. I would be called on to do no
more and I was glad I had come this
far. As the length of time we stood in
this formation increased, so did the
chances that the military would move in
to disperse us. At some point it began
to pour and we gratefully let the raindrops wash over us. Smoke bombs and
tear gas are rendered ineffective in
driving rain. But gradually the rain
slackened, and as the worship service
continued behind us, the black of the
night sky began turning to gray. The
coming of dawn brought a sense of hope.
The military was no less likely to attack,
but I drew strength from the fact that
we had made it through the night.
At 6:25 a.m. the word came directly
from the military itself as a loud voice
over a bullhorn announced that we had
five minutes to disperse. Minutes later,
the huge tanks housing the water cannons which had been standing several
meters beyond the barbed wire all night
rol led into place on the periphery of .the
crowd.
Perhaps it was at that moment that
I most keenly felt the horror of the
violent means employed by the Marcos
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regime to maintain itself in power. As
the ecumenical service continued in the
background, I stood directly behind
a row of nuns. Several meters behind
me a row of seminarians maintained
their protective cordon around the
crowd of workers, students and urban
poor. In those moments, seeing the
people dwarfed by the mammoth tanks
and feeling utterly defenseless in the
face of the military's guns and bombs,
I realized the desperation of a dictatorship that would go to these lengths.
The five minutes ended and the
water cannons blasted the crowd . the
powerful streams of water knocking
people to the pavement. Water colored
w1th deep blue dye would mark demonstrators so they could later be easily
identified by the military. Watching the
scene behind me in horror I did not see
the military moving at us from the front
until someone yelled, "Lift your banners."
Those of us from other countries held
banners bearing the names of these
nations. The military may atta~k u~.
but we wanted them to be clear that
their actions were being viewed by an
international audience.
Holding the banner aloft, I mercifully
could not see the advancing troops. Not
until a SWAT jeep came into view at the
end of our line did I realize their proXImity. Simultaneously, I heard the
sound of breaking glass as the smoke
bombs were lobbed into our midst.
Dropping the banner to the ground I
grabbed the hand of the woman next
to me and headed back into the crowd.
As we joined those retreating from the
water cannons, we were surrounded by
the sounds of explosions. The streets
which had been covered with newspapers
serving as sleeping mats were now treacherously slippery from the mush of
newsprint mixed with the water from the
cannons. The sandals I had worn were no
match for the task of running and yet
with the sound of the glass breaking
around me I dared not remove them.
I had assumed that once we were
out of the immediate area we would be
safe. And yet as we ran on and on the
jeeps pursued us from the rear. Anger
swelled within me. This was not a dispersal. It was a prolonged attack. I was
not surprised when some of the demonstrators turned and fired rocks back at
the military jeeps. To avoid being
caught in the cross fire we clambered
up onto the cement wall dividing the
street and contmued runn 1ng on the
other side which held fewer demonstrators.
The run seemed endless as we paused
to catch our breath and then stumbled
on with the renewed sound of smoke
bombs and gun shots. We moved to the
sidewalk as a jeep approached and ran
past shop after shop with curious shop-
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keepers peering out from behind barricaded windows and doors. Demonstrators pulled tables and chairs from vendors'
stalls and threw them onto the street to
block the approach of military jeeps.
I remember thinking distinctly at one
point that I felt like I was in a battle
zone. Is this what war feels like?
We finally reached an intersection with
signs of life. No, the entire city was not
under siege. Still not fully confident that
we were safe, we hailed a jeepney and,
hearts pounding, got in to ride w the
National Press Club where we had been
instructed to regroup.
The terror had ended. And now the
anxiety began. Who would make it to
the Press Club? How many would be
wounded? How many would disappear?
(Editor's note. Reports say 20-30 persons
were. seriously wounded. Many others,
with lesser injuries. refused treatment and
went home. The number of persons
"picked up" by the military is not certain.)
One by one the members of our foreign delegat1on bcg<:m to oppcor
ex
hausted and shaken but with no serious
injuries. Within a half hour all foreigners
were accounted for but Syd, a member
of our group who walked with a cane.
And then the worrying began in earnest.
Had Syd fallen and been picked up by
the military? Was he seriously injured?
There was nothmg to do but wait.
As the crowd swelled. people greeted
comrades with hugs and handsakes.
Everyone touched. We had survived.
Touching another not only confirmed
that person's state ot well-being but was
also reassuring to one's own sense of
existence. Yes, I am still here.
And then those with serious injuries
began to arrive - the woman hit by a
plastic bullet, the man burned by a
smoke bomb canister, the student hit
in the head by a rock. But even this
was reassuring. Even if they were injured,
they had not "disappeared". For that is
the worst fate. In a country where
torture is routine and salvagings (summary executions) not an uncommon
fate suffered by those who participated
in protest actions. being picked up by
the military and brought to an undisclosed location, "disappearing". is greatly
feared.
The relief of the foreign delegation
was palpable as an hour and a half after
we had discovered his absence, Syd
arrived at the Press Club. Unable to run
when the military moved in, Syd had
been sheltered by a shopkeeper near
the site of the attack. As the military
blocked the roads and combed the
area for an hour after the attack. Syd was
unable to leave his hiding place. Finally,
aware that the rest of us would be teribly
worried, Syd risked leaving the area in
a cab which had been called for by the
shopkeeper.
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Thus, the military did not injure or
pick up foreigners. As usual 1t was the
workers, the students and the urban
poor who bore the brunt of the violence.
Even as I write this, a day and a half
after the attack, scores of demonstra·
tors are still not accounted for. Some
will undoubtedly .become martyrs for the
cause of national liberation as this
demonstration awakens that many more
people to the brutality of the Marcos
re9ime.
And the realization that this is only
the tip of the iceberg begins to sink in.
For if the regime is this brutal in the city,
against "personal ities" such as Butz
Aquino, in full view of the national and
international press, their tactics in the
countryside must be all the more heinous. e 1
I come to better understand why. in the ·
face of landgrabbing, torture, disappearances and salvagings, the people in
the countryside have taken up arms.
In one of the newspapers reporting on
the events at Mendiola, there IS a picture
of a demonstrator turning back on the
SWAT jeeps and airning a sling shot .
Looking at the p1cture the words of one
of my Filipino friends come back to me.
As we discussed the option of armed
strugg le that many Filipinos have chosen,
some of us from America spoke from a
pacifist perspective and questioned the
wisdom of relying on arms. Her response,
'Would you take away both Goliath's
spear and David's slingshot?"
I pray with all the passion
possess for a world where. yes, both the
spear and slingshot will be rendered
unnecessary But having directly ex·
pcrienced "Goliath's" strength, I respect
the choice made by the Filipmo "Davids"
who have picked up their slingshots 1n
self-defense.
Even now, so many hours after the
attack at Mendiola, I find myself living
and reliving the events in my mind.
Having stood squarely in the face of the
instruments of death, I am acutely aware
of the gift of life.
This gift of abundant life is meant to
be enjoyed by all God's people. On
September 21st I had the honor of being
invited by those who have been denied
that abundance to stand with them at
the toot of Mendiola Bndge. Their
suffering is immense. The struggle will be
a long one. I am confident the victory of
the people will prevail e
• Kathryn Johnson. a United Methodist
m1ss1onary (mission intern) recently
returned from a year in the Philippines
where she worked in an ecumencial
church program. She is currently a staff
person with the University Christian
Movement in New England, Caml;ridge,
Massachusetts.

CURRENT COMMENT

ISA itself. If there are individuals who in
the government's opm1on, threaten
national security, they should be put on
trial.

A record of Aliran's complete press statements

Chandra Muzaffar
President

made in the preceding months
4 June 1986

The Call To Ban Kassim's Book
Aliran regrets the
calls by certain politicians and theologians
to ban Saudara Kassim Ahmad's Hadith:
A Re-evaluation.
If Kassim's analysis is wrong these
politicians and theologians shou ld refu te
his views in a rational, dispassionate
manner. They should try to demolish his
ideas through intellectual discourse.
Asking the government to ban the
book reveals a total lack of tolerance for
diverse opinions. It shows that these
individuals have no respect for the freedom of expression. Besides it is antiintellectual to call for a ban since ideas
shou ld be fought with ideas.
The muslim politicians and theologians
who are clamouring for a ban have
forgotten that suppressing intellectual
thought is against the tenets of Islam.
Early Islam encouraged rational, open
debate and discussion to resolve fundamental doctrinal disputes.
Saudara Kassim's re-evaluation of
the hadith (sayings of the prophet
Muhammad) is a legitimate intellectual
endeavour. Through painstaking research
and analysis he has tried to show why
the Hadith cannot be used as a basis for
the formu latior of laws and injunctions
in Islam. Kassim's arguments are cogent
and wel l documented. His Hadith: a

re-evaluation is, in short. an academically
creditable and intellectually courageous
effort. He should be commended for
producing such a book.
In any case, questioning the hadith
is not something new in Islamic history.
For at least a 1000 years now. individuals
and groups in the muslim world have, at
various times, raised this doctrinal issue.
Influential muslim groups like the
Mutazalites (the rationalists) 3re known
to have rejected the hadith as a basis of
law. There have been great muslim
thinkers who have questioned the hadith.
In view of all this, Ali ran urges the
authorities to ignore the cal ls by orthodox,
conservative politicians and theologians
to ban Kassim Ahmad's book. The
authorities must show the Malaysian
public that they are enlightened enough
to encourage rational progressive think ing
on crucial aspects of Islamic doctrine.
Banning the book would, in fact, be a
serious blow to the quest for knowledge
and understanding which is fundamental
to human civil ization.
Chandra Muzaffar
President

3 June 1986

•••
UMBC: Call For An Inquiry
A t iran is unimpressed
with the Finance Minister's denial crt •
impropriety in his family Company's
acquisition of a major stake in UMBC.
On a matter of such public importance,
Malaysians are entitled to a full explanation of the legal, political and
ethical aspects of the whole transaction.
As a Cabinet Minister, Encik Daim must
be well aware of the need for public
accountabil ity, particularly where allegations of specific improprieties have been
made against him.
We therefore call upon Encik Daim
and the government to institute a public
inquiry into th is matter rather than
relying on an emot ional tirade in a
foreign news magazine.
Gan Teik Chee
Secretary

5th June 1986

•••
•••
The State of the Malaysian
Press

Release of Memali Detainees

Hadith: academically creditable, intellectually
courageous

A liran welcomes the
release of 36 villagers detained in the
Memali tragedy last November.
The Prime Min ister Dr. Mahath ir
Mohamad, acting in his capacity as Home
Minister, should be commended for
advising the Yang Di Pertuan Agung to
release these ISA detainees since the
charges against them have not been proven
in an open court of law. Besides the
Habaes Corpus cases involving some of
the detainees had already caused much
confusion.
The release of the detainees would
enable them to observe Hari Raya Adi l
Fitri wi th their families and friends. For
th is reason too, the release is a good
gesture.
However, Aliran wou ld like to reiterate
its call to the government to abolish the
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A t a time when
Malaysia's press should play an important
role in helping to solve the country's
socio-economic and political problems by
offering suggestions, criticisms and
analyses to the government and the
people, it seems to have chosen a relatively
safer option of mainly echoi ng the views
of the authorities. And what's equally
disturbing is that the voice of various
social interest groups, minority groups
and the opposition is being muffled by
most of the major newspapers, thereby
depriving the government of the golden
opportunity of receiving feedback from
the people. This situation also denies the
people their democratic right to express
their opinion and to d issent. •
Certain
major newspapers avoid
covering important social issues -which
apologists for the government would
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eas1ly describe as something 'too sensitive',
harmful to the national interests', or
'threatening the country's racial harmony'
- by playmg up some political and
economic events of foreign count ries
(which no doubt are 1mportant in themselves) or some local trivia, to the point
of marginalising the local events of sociopolitical import. And even , if by chance,
a story of an opposition party gets
published, there's a likelihood that this
would be written with a certain slant
that would serve to discredit the party
concerned. At worst, these newspapers
would behave as if certain events did
not occur, and hence would not pr int
them in their pages for the general
public to know. In the meantime, ethnic
polarisation, political and business scandals, mountmg national debts, poverty,
corruption and erosion of democratic
ngnts, to name but a few of our ills
continue to p lague the nation.
To be fa1r, a few journalists who are
conscientious and committed to social
JUStice, truth and freedom have tried to
provide platforms in the newspapers to
certa1n individuals and groups so as to
enable them to air t heir views. But t hese
attempts are few and far between. A
recent endeavour by a group of journalists
in the National Echo to work and test
the mits of whatever press freedom
that's left in the country not only aroused
the anxiety and concern of the Home
Ministry but also made the owner of the
fledgling daily close down the Echo, at
least temporarily.
The Echo ca~ raises several important
factors that inf luence in many ways the
'behaviour' of many other journalists
m the country. Firstly, the publishing
permit (or otherwise popularly known as
JUSt KON'). that is required by one who
seriously intends to publ ish materials on
a regular basis, and is granted and renewed
by the Home Minister, creates a certain
atmosphere of fear - imagined or real
amongst journalists and publishers. This
permit, in effect, causes many journalists
and ed1tors to impose self-censorship on
their reporting and also directly or indirectly forces them to be submissive
to the dictates of the newspaper owners
and ~he authorities.
Secondly, diversif ication of bus1ness
act;vities. This involves the pract ice of
one owner or group owning several
bus ness interests that range from, say,
ho•el chains, properties, construction,
computers to publications.
In ·he case of the National Echo, the
paper is owned by the Lim L<heng Kim
Group which in turn owns other business
concerns in the field of construction ,
eng.neering and food manufacture. Here
one would notice that 1n the course of
performing his/her duty, the editor or
JOurnalist may have been compelled to
exercise some restraint so as not to make
Aliran Monthly July/August 1986

the newspaper's owner feel the strains of
his mterlocking interests. In other words,
there wou ld come a t ime when the question of a conflict of interest emerges and
starts haunt ing the conscien tious editor
or journalist of that particular newspaper.
The journalist may not be able to write
about a company that belongs to the
same stable, even if the issue is of public
concern and interest. The reporter's
predicament can also be compounded by
the fact that most newspaper organisations
are essentially profit-mak•ng and thus a
good invest igative reporting or a cr it1cal
analysis that can hurt the newspaper's
advertising revenue may JUSt earn the
spike.
Thirdly, concentration of media ownership. There is a growing tendency for the
media industry in the country to be
dominated by a few rich and big companies (especially those which have close
relationships with the ru li ng coalition ). In
the case of the L KK Group, it not only
owns the National Echo, but also the
English-language Saturday Weekly and
the Chinese medium Sin Pin Jih Pau daily.
Another example of media ownership
concentration would be the Fleet Group.
It owns, f or i nstance, not only the
established New Strait s Times, New
Sunday Times, Malay Mail, Sunday Mail,
Berita Harian, Berita Minggu, Business
Times, Malaysian Business, Jelita, and
Her World, but also has a major stake in

the book publish ing business, computers,
newsprint industry and partly owns TV 3.
The Huaren Holdings, on the other hand,
owns the Star Publications which
publishes The Star, Tong Boa and a few
maga.::ines.
One implication of this concentration
is that the information channels of the
country are under the control of a few
groups which are normal ly close to the
powers-that-be. As such, individuals and
groups outside the government which
have a critical stance experience a jifficult
time in trying to gain access to these mass
media, even though there are some critical
media professionals who in their own
limited ways try to accommodate the
needs of the non-governmental groups.
Another implication is that the many
newspapers, magazines and other publications may well give the people the false
impression that the society is being
offered a diversity of ideas and opinions
through these publications. The reality is
that these many publications in the
market mainly come frorn the same few
publishing houses which follow certa·n
written or unwritten policies. What all
this means to the journalists is that they
really have little choice of newspaper
owners to work with.
The Echo incident also, once again,
reminds us of the grave consequences
thot the press has to endure in the face o'
such dangerous laws as the ISA, Sedition
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Act, Ofticial Secrets Act and the Printing
Presses and Publications Act. For these
laws do have a chilling effect on many
journalists. editors, publishers and printers
as well.
Wh1le one may argue that a journalist
ought to work towards testing the l1mits
of these laws, one should also not forget
the need to review these laws m order
that the press can play a more meaningful
role in nation-building. For instance. the
KDN requirement should be abolished so
that independent and minority groups
will be able to run their own publications
without fear or favour. This would thus
go a long way towards not only providing
the public with a diversity of publications
and ideas but also arrest the unhealthy
trend towards the monopolisation and
control of communicat ion apparatus by
a few groups.
But more than that, journalists, like
other groups which are concerned about
human rights and basic freedoms, should
really try their best to stem the tide
of inJUStice and oppression in these
challeng1ng times. The fact that the NUJ
can mob1lise their members to oppose
the recent move to amend the Official
Secrets Act shows that they can stand
up and be counted.
Mustafa K Anua r and
Hamima Dona Mustafa
Executive Committee Me mbers

efficient and to increase their productivity. In order to reduce public expendi·
ture, the government should be bold
enough to close down many of the ailing
government companies. A good propor·
tion of some 900-odd companies are in
this pitiable state. They constitute a
big financial burden to the people. The
government should also suspend or cancel
some of its Hicom projects especially
those which have been launched in spite
of sound economic advice to the contrary.
The perks and allowances given to the
higher echelons of the public service
should also be slashed. Government
ministers should set the example by
volunteering to have their numerous
allowances reduced.
Aliran feels that a comprehensive
review of public sector expenditure
against performance is timely. This
cannot be done merely through internal
audit arrangements. A person outside
the public service should be given the
task. The best person for this job would
be Tan Sri Ahmad Noordin.
If the government does not succeed to
reduce its public account deficit, it is
very likely that it will bring direct and
indirect taxes after the General Election.
Chandra Muzaffar
President

7 June 1986

6 June 1986

•••
The Current Account Deficit

their hypocrisy. How can they call
themselves democracies and yet refuse to
take the only truly effective democratic
form of action that can bring the Pretoria
regime to its knees?
Ali ran feels that the democratic citizens
of Britain. the United States and West
Germany must now act to force their
governments to impose comprehensive
sanctions against Pretoria. Towards this
end, Aliran has written to Amnesty
International urging that respected human
rights group to organise mass signature
campa1gns in the three countries aimed
at gP.tting thP.ir respP.c.tive governmPnts
to impose sanctions. AI iran has also asked
Amnesty to organise other forms ot
democratic action in Britain, the United
States and West Germany.
A Iiran is of the view that the Malaysian
government can also take certain measures
against the Pretoria regime. In line with
the United Nations resolution against
apartheid in South Africa, the Malaysian
government should cease to have any
direct or indirect economic or financtal
relations with any company which has
anything to do with the Sout1 African
regime. Multi-national corporations in
particular with branches in South Africa
should be boycotted. The Malaysian
government should immediately publish
the names of multi-national corporations
dealing with South Africa. This should
not be a problem since such a list was
tabled at the 1985 UN General Assembly.

••••
Sanctions Against The Pretoria
Regime

The Executive Committee

14 June 1986

•••
A liran is glad that
CUEPACS and the four National Joint
Councils (Staff side) have come to an
agreement with the government on their
20-month wage dispute.
The main points in the agreement are
not against the interests of the workers.
It 1s Significant that the increments of 15
and 25 nnggit are for those in category
0 of the Public Service. However, these
increments w il l mean nothiny if the
government does not bring down the
prices of essential goods and services.
So far it has failed to adopt effective
measures.
Though the salary increments will
mean an additional 125 million nnggit
a year. they are justified given the plight
of the poorer segment of the public
service in these difficult times. The
problem of the current account deficit
which has been somewhat aggravated by
the salary increment wi ll have to be
dealt with separately.
The deficit problem cannot be solved
merely by exhorting workers to be more

A liran agrees with
the Prime Minister. Datuk Seri Dr.
Mahathir Moharnad that "there is no
other effective weapon than economic
sanctions for coercing the racist regime
in Pretoria to demolish the structure
of apartheid".
If sanctions are to work, Britain, the
United States and West Germany in
particular must be prepared to impose
mandatory sanctions. This is because
these three countries have extensive trade
and investment ties with the Pretoria
regime in South Africa. They have given
a lot of material and psychological support
to this immoral regime which is perhaps
one of the most wicked regimes that has
ever existed in the history of humankind.
If Britain, the United States and West
Germany cut off all financial and economic ties with the Pretoria regime, it
is quite conceivable that the regime will
collapse like a pack of cards.
The unwillingness of the 3 Western
governments to take the side of truth
and justice on this vital issue, exposes
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Executive Dominance

I

t is true that Parha·
ment has lost a lot of its powers to the
Executive. It is a trend that began a feY-~
years after Merdeka but has become
much more pronounced in the last 5 or
6 years. This is why AI iran has constantly
cautioned the public about the danger of
growing executive dominance. It is one
of the most serious threats to democratic
rule. There is perhaps no better example
of the Executive usurping the powers of
the Legislature than in the question of
the declaration and perpetuation of
emergencies. The Executive also enjoys
tremendous authority on matters pertaining to fundamental liberties.
Executive dominance cannot be
checked by any one institution. Public
opinion, the press, public interest societies, political parties. the judiciary anrl
parliament itself have their roles to play.
An alert parliament in particular would
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be very useful in checking growing
executive dominance. This is why the
public must vote in a stronger opposition
in the coming election.
Chandra Muzaffar
President

16 June 1986

•••

the Movement to hold a convention
which will then launch t he Constitutional
Commission.
Aliran feels that 1987 would be a
good year to conduct a comprehensive
review of the Constitution for it would
mark the 30th anniversary of our Constitution and we wou ld have had the benefit
of three decades of experience with the
Constitution to undertake serious reflection and analysis.
There are two good

The NEP
B efore any decision
is made on extending or terminating the
New Economic Policy (NEP) there should
be a comprehensive review of the NEP.
The NEP should be evaluated on the
basis of its twin goals of eradicating
poverty and restructuring society and
its overall objective of achieving nat ional
unity.
Given our experience with the NEP,
we should ensure that any new pol icy
is not biased towards a particular group
or class within a parttcular ethnic community. The N EP's great est shortcoming
is that it has gone out of the way to
promote the interests of certain groups
and individuals within the middle and
upper classes of the Malay, and to a
lesser extent, the non-Malay communittes,
at the expense of the ordinary Malaysian.
If there is any success that can be attributed to the NEP it is the creation of
a more mu lti-ethn ic work f orce in certain
spheres of economic activity. However,
this could have been accomplished even
withou t a NEP-type approach.
Al iran hopes that a future econom ic
policy will not only steer clear of any
ethnic or class bias, but will also emphasize greater self-rel iance and a more
equitable distribution of economic wealth
and power.
Chandra Muzaffar
President

16June 1986

•••

rco~on:;

why a

comprehensive review of the Malaysian
Constit ution would be necessary next
year. One, there is a widespread fee ling
among a lot of Malaysians that there
aren't sufficient constitutional guarantees
to protect fundamental human rights. It
is also felt that the system of checks and
balances woven into the Constitution in
1957 is no longer operating as it shou ld.
Even the Federal System is not working
as it should, given the growing concentra tion of power with the Central
Government.
Two, a review of the Constitutton is
also necessitated by the tact that there
is a serious, persistent challenge to the
very basis of our Constitution by those
who advocate an Islamic State.
This in itself is a reflection of new
powerful political trends in Malaysian
society which in a sense has led to a
questioning of the Constitutional arrangements worked out by the Founding
Fathers of the Malaysian State. Unless
a thorough review is carried out, new
political demands may r-ender the present
Constitution irrelevant.
A review of the Constit ut ion must
therefore examine not just human rights,
federalism, separation of powers, and
checks and balances but also the very
ideological basis of the Constitution. The
Constitution must embody a set of values
and ideals and a vision of Malaysian
society which all Malaysians can share.
We would strongly urge all other
public interest societies, the Bar Council ,
political parties and the Government
itself to support the proposal to hold
a Const itutional Convention which would
then
establish
the
Constitutional
Commission.
Mustafa K Anuar
Executive Committee Member

Proposal For A Constitutional
Commission

17 June 1986

A

I iran welcomes the
suggestion made by Parliamentary Opposition leader, Sdr. Lim Ktt Siang to
establish a Constitu tiona I Commission
which will review the workings of the
Malaysian Constitution.
Since Aliran is the Coordinator of the
informal Movement fo r freedom and
Justice, we shall certainly try to persuade
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•••
Encik Ghaffar's Comment On
Culture

ther

the

nice

O ne wonders whethings Deputy Prime
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Minister, Encik Abdul Ghaffar Baba
seems to be saying about certain national
issues are not part of the Barisan's election
gimmickry. If Encik Abdul Ghaffar is
sincere about cultural rights and the
gradual evolution of a national culture,
then he should initiate concrete measures
to put his th inking into practice. RTM
should be directed by the Cabinet to
produce programmes which embody the
rich cu ltural diversity of thts land.
Similarly_ civics and history textbooks
in schools should incorporate a wider
range of cultural elements which hold
meanings fo r the various communities.
More tmportant, the emphasis in all our
cultural endeavours should be upon values
common to the different communities
rather than upon forms and rituals that
divide l)eople.
Unless the government be9ins to move
in this direction, the people will remain
sceptical about the pronouncements o
our leaders. They will be dismissed as
mere platitudes whose only purpose is
to restore some credibility to the Barisan
government .
Chandra Muzaffar
President

17 June 1986

•••
Aliran Sets Up First Radar Group
in the lpoh Parliamentary
Constituency

A

Iiran is pleased to
announce the-establ ishment of a Citi7ens
Alert group in the lpoh parliamentary
constituency. The Citi1ens Alert grour
will be known as Radar {the acronyrr
for Rakyat Scdar). It was formed on
Sunday 15 June 1986. Radar will be a
sub-committee of Aliran. This is the first
Radar group to be launched in the
country. In the course of the next two or
three weeks, Aliran hopes to set up a
few more Radar !Jroups in other parliamentary constituencies.
Radar has both short-term and long
term goals. Its immediate aim is to get
parliamentary candidates in the corr'lg
General E taction to state their positions
on various national issues ranging from
retrenchment and unemployment to increasing authoritarianism and growing
corruption. Radar will also evaluate the
performance of incumbent MPs and ask
the candidates in the parliamentary
constituency concerned to declare their
financial assets and l iabilities to the
voters.
The long-term objectives of Radar
however arc more important . Each Radar
group will organise discussions and talks

Nithin its own parliamentary consti,uency with the aim of raising social
:onsciousness on justice, freedom and
~ual ity. It is hoped that as a result,
'Jrdinary citi7ens will become more aware
of their rights and responsibi lities and
:>e willi'lg to act on the basis of this
'lWareness. Meet-the-people sessions will
:::so be organised by the Radar group
••hich will enable the constituents to put
3Cross their views to their MP on govern"'lent policies and proposed laws. The MP,
., turn, will not only have to explain
arious national issues to his constituents
:::;ut also obtain their reactions to what is
"lappening in the country. In this manner,
'le concept and practice of public
3CCOuntability will be strengthened.
3rass-roo ts, local-level democracy will
,orne alive. There is perhaps no better
ay of protecting freedom itself for it
~ only when ordinary people are willing
·o exercise their democratic rights, that
·11e democratic system is safe and secure.
Aliran hopes that the media will give
·" I support to this attempt to develop
" genuine citizen's movement for demo~'acy. The lpoh Radar group is the f irst
·;ep in a long journey.
The convener of the lpoh Radar group
s P. Rasahugan of Taman Desa l ndah,
..:.mpang Baru, lpoh. There are 5 members
..., the group. Aliran expects the number
·o increase in a short while.
Chandra Muzaffar
President

'8 June 1986

comes to education and culture.
However, if the PAS-CCC link-up
becomes a powerful trend, Malaysian
society as a whole will be the loser. On
the one hand, traditional , conservative
Islam will be on the upsurge; on the
other hand, Chinese chauvinism will
rear its ugly head. At the same time,
given the orientation of PAS and the
CCC, major issues connected with equity
and justice especially in the economic
sphere, will not receive the attention
they deserve.
It is consoling therefore that the
PAS-CCC link-up does not seem to be
making much headway, after the initial
excitement. Among the Malays, there
is some suspicion that PAS is playing
into the hands of Chinese chauvinists.
This could affect PAS's Malay base.
Among the non-Malays (who are largely
non-Muslim). there is a lot of apprehension about PAS's Islamic State. As people
come to know mo re and more about
what PAS's Islamic State means, they
are getting more and more reluctant to
support any non-Malay link-up with
PAS.
My own feeling is that the PAS-CCC
link-up will not make any electoral
impact. It is even quite conceivable that
it will fizzle out.
Chandra Muzaffar
President

19 June 1986

relationship does not seem possible. In
any case, it is doubtful if at the moment
a united opposition will be able to replace
the Barisan. For thougn the Barisan has
lost a lot of support, it still exerts considerable influence.
The goal of an electoral pact should
be to reduce the Barisan's over-whelming
four-fifths majority ·i n parliament and
the State Assemblies. If the Barisan's
majority is reduced to less than twothirds, there is every reason to believe
that parliamentary democracy will become
more virile and vibrant. Apart from a
more accountable government which is
more responsive to the real needs of the
people, a stronger political opposition
will help the media, public interest socie~ .
ties, and public opinion to mature. More
important, if there is a healthier democracy, new trends cou 1d develop which
would eventually resu lt in the growth of
genuine political alternatives to the
Barisan.
For an electoral pact to work, PAS
and DAP must be able to come together
since they are the two major opposition
parties. SOP and PSRM which should also
be part of such a pact should be w illing to
accept lesser roles.
For a start, the various opposition
parties should stop attacking one another.
They should observe a moratorium. The
next step would be for one of them, say
PAS, which will be t he most important
element in an opposition electoral pact,
to initiatP. talks among the va rin11s rol itical parties.

•••

Chandra Muzaffar
President

•••
\l Some Thoughts On The

PAS-CCC Link-up

The

CCC is prepared
iO establish l inks with PAS for two main
·easons.
1) Growing frustration w ith
:he UMNO leadership on issues perceived
as important to the Ch inese community.
2) Pledges from PAS on the establ ishrnent
of a Chinese language university, more
opportunities fo r the use of the Chinese
anguage and wider scope for the practice
'Jf Chinese culture.
PAS is willing to work with the CCC
because 1) It needs Chinese support to
jefeat UMNO in certain constituencies.
2) The CCC has indicat ed that it accepts
:he idea of an Islamic Stat e.
There is another factor that draws
0
AS and the CCC to one another. In
=>AS's Islamic State, various ethn ic com"'lun it ies will have the right to manage
iheir own cultural and economic affairs.
.,..his is what a segment of the Chinese
community wants - especially when it

Some Thoughts On A United
Opposition

It

is unl ikely that
the opposition will be able to mount a
common ideological p latform. This is
because a number of these opposition
parties hold diametrically different beliefs.
There is a vast ideological gap between
PAS and PSRM, between DAP and PAS.
However, an electoral understanding
at the level of constituencies is possible.
With sorne effort, an elect oral pact at
the national level incorporating all the
maror oppos1t 1on parties is not ~n
conceivable. At the moment however
it does not seem likely.
The purpose of an electoral pact
should be clearly understood by everyone. The aim is not to topple the Barisan
government at the Centre. The opposition parties are so divergent ideological ly
that they w ill not be able to constitute
a stable government. Besides, the interests
represented by some of the major opposition parties, and their social backgrounds, are so different that a workable
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19 June 1986

•••
What The Scandals Tell Us

The

series of major
and mi nor financial scandals that have
surfaced in the last 4 years or so like
BMF, Pan-El, UMBC, MPH, and Maminco
should set all Malaysians thinking about
three things.
First, is there something wrong with
the sort of development the government
is pursuing that such scandals are becoming so frequent? Could it be that all
these scandals are the product of wheeling
and dealing, the manipulation of money
and the unquenchable quest for profits
that are part and parcel of the type of
capital ism that prevails in our country?
Second, t he scandals also raise ba~ic
questions about the individuals · who
occupy exalted places in politics and
business in our country. In spite of
what they profess, how strong is their
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commitment to integrity and honesty?
One gets the impression that there has
been a comp lete erosion of ethical values
at the highest levels of society. Even if
certain individuals at the top may be
clean, the very fact that they have done
so little to check the greed and avarice
of people around them, leads one to
conclude that they do not have the will
to act decisively against wrongdomgs.
Third, these doubts about our national
leadership are confirmed by its unwill ingness to let the people know the entire
truth about tnese scandals. The BMF
final report was made public after a lot
of hue and cry. Even then, we are still
in the dark ab:)ut various aspects of the
scandal. The explanations from relevant
individuals about UMBC and MPH have
been most unsatisfactory. The tin-buying
episode connected with Marninco remains
a mystery.
This lack of accountability, reinforced
by an Official Secrets Act which enhances
the cult of secrecy, convinces one that it
is up to the people now to compel the
government to be more open, more
honest and less capitalistic. The people
have the power. They will have the
opportunity soon to use that power. They
must use it in the interest of democracy.
Tan Hock Ang
Executive Committee Member

20 June 1986
(The above statement did not appear in any
newspaper - editor)

A Reply to Rais Yatim
I nformation Minister, Oatuk Rais Yatim is wrong in
accusing Alrran of gettrng involved in
active politics simply because we have
asked the people to deny the Barisan
Nasional a two-thirds marority.
It is out of our love for the well-being
of the country that we want a stronger
opposition in the corning election. There
has been so much abuse of power in the
last 5 years arising mamly from the
Barisan's total dominance of the political
process. If Barisan's overwhelming power
is not checked, the rights of the people
would be further eroded and the entire
democratic system would be jeopardized.
There would be more financial scandals
and less accountabil i ty. To give the
Barisan another huge mandate, is to encourage it to continue with its factional
feuds and money politics. It will not
have the time nor the incl ination to
provide fundamental solutions to the
grave challenges posed by recession and
unemployment.
T.his is why Aliran regards it as the
patriotic duty of every Malaysian citi;en
to check Barisan's massive power. In
order to do this, we have to strengthen
the opposition. This does not mean that
we love the Barisan less. It is because we
love the nation more. As a patriotic
citizens movement Aliran is therefore
asking the people to deny the Bansan
a two-thirds major.ity. This call is in line

BMF, Pa n-El, UB BC: complete 8fosio n of eth ica l val ues
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wnh our constitution and our Bas c
Principles.
Instead of criticising Aliran for fulfilling its responsibility to the nation
and to democracy'. Oatuk Rais s~->ould
explain to the people what the Bar1san
has done with its mammoth four -f1fth
majority in Parliament. Before as~mg
the people to bestow it w1th another
huge mandate, the Bansan shou d, .,
the true democratic tradition, show
how it has discharged its last mandate
given in 1982.
Chandra Muzaffar
President

21 June 1986

•••
Student Indiscipline And Violence

A

!iran is pleased to
note that the Ministry of Education IS
setting up a committee to look at the
problem of discipline and violence rn
schools in a comprehensive manner It
is better to study the problem in depth
and formulate effective long term and
short terrn solutions rather than implc·
ment simplistic remedies like public
caning.
Any long terrn solutions rnust examine

the underlying causes of a breakdown of
discipline in the school system. To a
large extent causes are related to the
larger society than to the school as su.ch.
However there are certain causes that
are specific to the school that should be
considered.
a. The poor self image among the academically weaker students in a highly
competitive exam-oriented school system provokes them into aggressive
behaviour.
b. The lack of attention and neglect of
such students increases their frustrations and makes them hostile towards
the environment.
c. The emergence of a whole generation
of teachers who are less dedicated and
committed to their profession and
therefore tend to give less time to
their students. This does not mean in
any way that there aren't any dedicated teachers who give their best to
their students.
d. One of the reasons why teachers may
not be able to give enough time to their
students is the common phenomenon
of over-crowded classes especially in
primary schools.
e. The absence of well organised extracurricular activities which can absorb
the energies of the students. In some
instances schools do not even have
facilities to offer extra-curricular
activities.
However there are a number of equally
important causes for the breakdown in
student discipline related to the larger
society.
1. On the whole most parents today have
less time for their growing children
due to pressures of work. For the
lower income groups this problem ·is
even more serious since they have
to take on extra jobs to make ends
meet especially in this recessionary
situation.
2 .. The increasing glorification of violence
over television, in films and through
newspapers and magazines which have
had a negative influence on young
minds.
3. The general decline of moral and
spiritual values in society as a whole
has bred a whole lot of young people
without a proper ethical upbringing.
4. The bad examples set by influential
elites in politics and business has
also contributed to the decline of
discipline in schools. This is because
the young are led to believe by the
so-called success of the leaders that
honesty and uprightness do not count
when it comes to the attainment of
power and wealth. Very often they see
the crooked and crafty being rewarded
while the sincere and straightforward
are punished. At the same time double
standards, hypecrisy and violation of
laws by the rich and powerful have
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TI TLE OF BOOK

I

PRICE

I

NO. OF
COP IES

1. DIALOGUE ON DEMOCRACY
Is a collection of speeches made by leaders of
various political partit:s & public Interest societies
in connection with the 3rd Dialogue of
Concern on Parliamentary Democracy held in
July 1985.

S3.20

2. CABARAN·CABARAN SEMASA
A book in Bahasa Malaysia dealing with human
rights, democracy, the economy, labour, ethnic
relations, education, moral values and international
aiTairs.

COST

g1ven the impressio:l to young people
that they need not walk the stra ght
and narrow path.
In view of the seriousness of these
underlying causes there is no hope of
eliminating violence in schools unless
there is a total change in the existing
social order. Nonetheless the Ministry
of Educat1on can mtroduce specific short
term remedies connected with rapport
between students and teachers. classroom
size, extra-curricular activities etc. There
must also be a concerted endeavour by
the Minister of Education to persuade
his Cabinet colleagues to introduce legiSlation aimed at rerluc1ng the propagation
of v1olence over the media . Surely this
task is not beyond a Minister who has
always preached high moral values to
others.
P. Ramakrishnan
Executive Committee Member

$7.20

22 June 1986

3. PANDANGAN ALIRAN :
Mengandungi pendapat, cadangan, analisa dan
komen yangjarang tersiar di alchbar-akhbar
tempatan.

•••
$10.00

4. All RAN MONTHLY

An Alternative Government

I year's subscription- 12 issues*

$10.50

2 years' subscription - 24 issues*

$20.50

J

ust
because
all
opposition parties agree that poverty
should be eradicated and corruption
should be eliminated, it does not mean
that they can form a united, cohesive
alternative government. It takes more
than agreement on broad. general princi·
pies to run a stable government in a
multi-ethnic soc1ety like ours.
Before embarking on this adventure of
forming the next government opposition
parties should ask themselves at least 5
basic questions.
One, are all opposition parties agreed
on what should be the role of Islam in
politics and administration?
Two, are all opposition parties agreed
on the extent of the use and study of
Chinese. Tarnil and other languages in
education and administration?
Three, are all opposition parties agreed
on the basis of the nation's culture and
the type of identity that the Malaysian
people should evolve?
Four, are all opposition parties agreed
on the equalisation of political opportu·
nities for all, irrespective of creed and
gender?
Five, are all opposition parties agreed
on how the economic system should be
organised in t~rms of production, distribution and consumption?
There is no point in talking of a
minimum prograrrme for a alternat~ve
government if opposition parties do not
share common perspectives on these
fundarnen tal aspects of governance. In·

5. DEEDS BETRAY WORDS
An analysis cl broken faith and unkept

promises in maJor areas of public life. The
talk shows how this has Jed to a crisis of
credibility in the relations between the government
and the people.

$5.50

6. DEVELOPMENT- FOR WHOM?
A studied criticism of the authorities for the
wasteful spendine, for obsession with prestige
projects and for excluding the poorer segments
of society from mainstream development. The talk
deplores the increasingly elitistic trend in
development as a betrayal of the people's dream
of a just society.

S5 .SO

7. CHALLENGES FACING ASIA
The speech outline~ the awesome
challenges heed by Asians today and
suggests ways to deal with them. It
identifies the crucial areas that have stood
in the way of progress and good government and
insists that unless etfective transformation
11rst takes place in these areas, no lasting or
meaningful change can come about.

$5.50

8. MALAYSIA Dl PERSIMPANGAN
J. JALAN - KE ARAH MANA?
Dalam ucaFan ini peneeramah membangkltkan
beberapa c~baran~abaran utama yang dihadapi
negera pada ketika ini termasuk masalah kemelesetan
ekonomi, nsuah dan penct:robahan ke atas hak
asasi manusia.

SS.SO

Bank Commission for outstation cheque

SO.SO

TOTAL
*Prices inC:usive of Postage. For overseas orders; prices are in USS.
26
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-deed, one of the reasons why the Barisan
itself is no longer able to govern effectively
is because the degree of consensus among
the coalition partners has declined considerably. Any opposition coalition that
aspires to form a government should be
able to convince the people that the
bonds that unite the component parties
are more cohesive than what obtains
within the Barisan at the moment.
Instead of talking of forming an
alternative government, opposition parties
shou ld be more modest and try to achieve
an electoral pact. The purpose of an
electoral pact wou ld be to strengthen the
opposition and deny the Barisan a twothirds majority. An electoral pact would
reduce competition among opposition
parties and enhance t heir chances of
winning marginal seats in particular.
A stronger opposition, through an
electoral pact, would widen the space and
scope for t he growth of democratic values
and insticutions. Indeed, this is the best
opportunity the Malaysian people have
ever had to strengthen the foundations
of our democracy. We should not destroy
th is opportunity by indulging in pipedreams.
Chandra Muzaffar
President
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Using the People's Money For
Share Speculation
F inance
Minister
Daim Za~nuddin's disclosure about how
public institutions like the Employees
Provident Fund (EPF), SOCSO and
Bonk

Simpanan

Nasional

(BSN)
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We continue with the 6th instalment on the above series

Ethnic Relations
24 A commitment
to strive towards the elimination of the
underlying economic, sociological, political and psychological causes of
ethnic antagonism and conflict in this
multi-ethnic society of ours.

25 A concerted endeavour to eradicate ethnic prejudices
and stereotypes and an honest attempt
to develop a deeper understanding of
that for a government to invest in speculative shares even in a capitalist economy
is something out of the ordinary. It was
an imprudent, reckless decision t o make
especially when the stock market was
in such a mess.
The people must take the Prime
Minister and the Finance M inister to task
for what they have done with their
money without any consultations. This
is one of the most blatant examples of
the gross violation of the principle of
public accountabi lity. It shows that
the Prime Minister and Fi nance Mi nister
are complet ely devoid of democratic
instincts.
Equally
important,
the Finance
Minister's disclosure also reveals clearly
whose interest s are . really p"rotected and
perpetuated in our economic system. It
would be naive of us to believe that it
was because a lot of small-time investors
were losing money t hat t he captains of

the position and aspirations of the
various communities.

26 The rejection of
ethnic, linguistic or religious dichotomies in the public life of the nation
since continued emphasis upon such
differences will only divide the nation
further and destroy any lingerhg hope
for genuine multi-ethnic unity' and solidarity which is crucial for realising
our common humanity.
"':.
indust ry decided to approach the Prime
Minister and Finance Min ister to support
the weakened stock-market. The captains
of industry were concerned primari ly
wit h their own financial int erests. They
wanted the people's money to be used
t o protect their own companies. The
Prime Minister and Finance Minister,
in turn, agreed to their request because
they are both committed to the wellbeing of their business cronies.
If the Prime Minister and Finance
Minister or the captains of industry are
genuinely interested in helping small time investors then they should introduce
major reforms to the stock-rrarket so
that it will no longer be a mere gambling
den.
Executive Committee
Ali ran

25 June 1986

got

involved in stock market operations
proves beyond any doubt that the government has been totally irresponsible.
For a responsible government, when
approached by the captains of indust ry,
to provide financial support for stock
market operations, would have immediately gone to the publ ic for approval.
For the money that these business
tycoons wanted the government to fork
out for speculations in stocks and shares,
was the people's money kept in public
institutions like EPF, SOC SO and BSN.
The people had every right to be consulted. Their consent should have been
obtained not only through Parliament
but also through an assessment of public
opinion. Aliran feels that if the people's
views had been sought, the chances
are that they would have refused to give
permission to the government to use their
hard-earned money for what amounts t o
stock-market gambling. The people know

Stock-market gambling with the people's money
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