


Out Becjaya leadecs. Thece ;, ev;dence that 
many of the demonstrators were paid to 
do so. 

Neither is the current crisis a result 
of lack of Muslim support for, or non· 

T 
he present crisis in Saliah is 
not one of religious persecu
tion of Muslims as USNO and 
some Berjaya leaders have 
claimed and would have the 

Federal Government believe. Their allega
tions that Muslims as a group are being 
discriminated against by the Parti Ber
satu Sabah (PBS) government have been 
adequately rebutted. Statistics revealed 
by t he State Establishment Office in the 
Sabah Chief Minister's Department 
clearly reveals that Muslims, if anything, 
predominate in the higher categories of 
government services. Similarly Muslims 
were awarded the most scholarsh ips 
by the Sabah Government as well as 
by the Sabah Foundation (see Tables 
1 and 2). 

At the same time, reports by the 
BBC and some foreign correspondents 
who have likened the crisis in Sabah to 
the situation in Lebanon have been mis
leading, ill-informed and sensational. 
Although communcal feelings are running 
high in some quarters, principally as a 
result of exhortations by irresponsible 
politicians, there have been no clashes 
between different religious communities 
as in Lebanon. Thus the problem is not 
one of inter-religious strife either. 

It is significant that in the riots that 
broke out, Muslim colleagues often 
protected their non-Muslim friends from 
the rioters. Muslim and non-Muslim cars 
and properties were indiscriminately 
damaged and burnt. And certain Muslim 
leaders have openly condemned their 
fellow Muslims who have taken the 
law into their own hands. 

The violence that has erupted involves 
a minority, most of whom are refugees, 
misled by i rresponsible USNO and a few 
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representation of Musl ims in the PBS 
government: arguments which have been 
used alternatively by USNO and Berjaya 
leaders. 

Although its President Datuk Joseph 
Pairin Kitingan and the majority of its 
supporters are Kadazans who are largely 
Christians, the PBS, right from its incep
tion has proclaimed itself to be a multi
ethnic party. This was the reason why 
once his party was registered, Datuk 
Pairin turned down the offer to head and 
use Pasek, a Kadazan party. as his vehicle, 
in the 1985 elections 

Tun Mustapha : a claim to chief Ministership 
with no moral basis. 

(a former Deputy Minister of Defence 
and former USNO Deputy President), 
Datuk Hj. Ahmad Halim bin Datuk 
Harun (brother of Tun Mustapha) and 
Tan Sri Syed Keruak (former USNO 
President!. 

The PBS does have Muslim support and representation presently and 
the Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir should recognise this. It is 
simply that USNO and certain Berjaya leaders who claim to be the leaders 
of Muslims in Sabah are not represented. 

Subsequently, PBS made many 
attempts to attract Muslim support and 
bring in Muslims into their party and 
government. Thus today several of its 
leaders are Muslims. They include Hi. 
Abdul Wahid Othman (Deputy Presi
dent and concurrently President of the 
Sabah Islamic Council), Datuk Askar 
Hasbollah (former USNO Secretary
General), Puan Ariah Tengku Ahmad 
and Nahal an Hj Damsal (both Ministers), 
Ahmad Baharom Titingan (Asst. Minister 
to the Chief Minister). Hassan Alban 
Sandukong (M.P.). Assemblymen Lajim 
Hi. Ok im and Hj. Adut Sigoh, Hj. Jabar 
Khan (Supreme Council member), Datuk 
Ghani Gilong (former Federal Minister 
and former USNO Deputy-President), 
Pandikar Amin Hj. Mulia (former f'arti 
Bersih President recently appointed 
Speaker); etc. 

Three other prominent Muslims, not 
PBS members, who have been critical 
of the behaviour of USNO and Berjaya 
leaders and supportive of t he PBS govern
ment, are Datuk Dzulkifli A Hamid 
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In a statement that was advertised 
in Sabah newspapers on April 1 1986, 
some of the above leaders plus other 
Muslims courageously came together 
to condemn the illegal demonstrations 
and abuse of the State Mosque by a 
minoritY of irresponsible Muslims. They 
also appealed to the Federal Govern
ment ''not to impose USNO and the 
leaders of USNO on the Muslims of 
Sabah" and to give the PBS govern
ment "a chance to open a new era of 
multi-racial non-sectarian politics in 
Sabah" (see accompany ing statement 
entitled "Seruan untuk Demokrasi, serta 
politik bukan perkauman dan keagamaan 
bagi Sabah"). 

The PBS does have Muslim support 
and representation presently and the 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir 
should recognise this. It is simply that 
USNO and certain Berjaya leaders who 
claim to be the leaders of Muslims -in 
Sabah are not represented. 

Unfortunately, the Prime Min ister 
seems to be of the opinion that USNO 



rities and national leaders have legal and 
moral responsibilities respectively. to 
ensure that the people's choice is res
pected. Because such principles have 
not been upheld, opposition politicians 
have taken the law into their own hands 
and placed our democracy at stake. 

It is important to elaborate upon the 
developments over the past months 
which contributed towards the present 
crisis. 

There was, first of all, the attempt 
to pull off a coup d'etat in the early 
hours of April 22 1985. As it became 
clear that PBS had won 25 out of the 
48 contested seats and that Datuk Pai
rin Kitingan would be the new Chief 
Minister, the defeated Datuk Harr~ ~ 
Salleh and Tun Mustapha succeeded 

Violence and instability in Sa bah : USNO and Berjaya could not accept their electoral defeat 
gracefully. 

in pressuring the Yang di Pertua Negeri 
Tun Mohd. Adnan Robert Into swear-

and Berjaya leaders ought to be the 
representatives of the Muslims and that 
the solution to the present crisis is 
through a coalition with them. He further 
thinks that the way PBS has gone about 
seeking Muslim support is incorrect and 
has led to tensions. This is gathered 
from his statements of March 29 re
produced below when, in response to 
a query as to why the PBS had not been 
accepted by the Barisan Nasional, he 
replied: 

"The PBS represents only one or 
two communities. We cannot accept 
this. It must represent as many 
or in fact all the communities in 
Sabah. They (PBS leaders) tried 
to bring in more communities 
to make it a mu lti-racial party but 
in doing so they created tensions. 
The PBS approach was not the 
right one to get the involvement 
of the other races.'' 

In essence UMNO's "Sabah Formula" 
as proposed by the Prime Minister to the 
USNO. Berjaya and PBS leaders when he 
finally visited the state on 24 March 
1986 is that the three parties get together 
in a coalition government. Although this 
arrangement might p11t an P.nrl to the 
violence and bring about political sta
bility, it is not necessarily one that will 
resolve the crisis. As PBS leader Datuk 
Pairin Kitingan has pointed out, such a 
coalition government devoid of sincerity 
on the part of the partners to cooperate 
will only lead to a break-up of the. coali
tion. and worse, perhaps a new round 'of 
violence. 

Indeed, while the violence must be 
stopped and stability brought about, 
the present crisis will not be solved 
conclusively if popularly elected govern
ments are not allowed to rule and the 
pebple's choice at the polls is not guaran
teed by the authorities. The crisis has 

ing in Mustapha as Chief Minister. For-
developed because USNO and Berjaya tunately. Datuk Musa Hi tam who was 
leaders have not been able to accept Acting Prime Minister then, intervened. 
electoral defeat gracefully and play the On the basis of their victory in the 
role of an opposition constructively. polls he upheld the right of PBS to 
Instead, they have resorted to unscru- form the new State government. His 
pulous tactics to undermine the PBS decisiveness at a crucial hour and his 
government and gain concessions which stand on behalf of democratic prin-
they were unable to achieve through ciples must be applauded. 
the ballot box. Despite the fact that these two leaders 

At the same time, unfortunately, law from USNO and Berjaya had brought 
enforcement officers have been dis- our constitutional democracy to the 
appointingly tardy in bringing the law- brink and challenged the whole practice 
breakers to court while the Election of rule of law in the the country, no 
Commission has been seemingly reluc- charges were filed against them. Instead, 
tant to set a date for the elections. The Tun Mustapha claimed that he was the 
Commission's f irst excuse was that rightful Chief Minister and took out a 
money from the Treasury had not arrived, writ against the Yang di Pertua Negeri 
then its list of returning officers was and Datuk Pairin. 
not ready and finally it was the security While of course Tun Mustapha had 
situation in the state. It was only on 3 the right, by virtue of the practice of 
Apri l. after the Attorney-General had rule of law in our country, to contest 
declared that elections had to be held Pairin's Chief Ministership, nevertheless, 
since the State Assembly had been such a challenge had no moral basis. 
dissolved, that May 5 and 6 were finally The spirit of rule by law as honoured 
set for elections. Rather than acting as in all democracies including ours, is 
an independent statutory body. the that of majority rule as decided through 
Commission gave the impression that it elections. This is the principle that we 
was beholden to unseen powers. must uphold regardless of whether the 

Not only would such a coalition government be devoid of genuine 
cooperation in the first place, but in so establishing this government, we 
shall at the same time be approving demonstrations, illegal rallies and terror 
generally as legitimate means to political power. 

Likewise, our national leaders were 
unable to distinguish between their 
role as Barisan Nasional members from 
that of a Federal Government. During 
the last elevent months, apart from 
the Prime Minister's recent visit to 
Sabah, only two other Cabinet members 
found time to drop by; possibly because 
they were afraid that their visits would 
be interpreted as support for the PBS 
government. But what is wrong with 
that? 

For indeed, the PBS government is 
a popularly-elected one in keeping 
with democratic practices and the autho-
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majority is a slim one; whether the vic
torious party represents only one or two 
of several communities in a multi-ethnic 
society; or even if there are allegations 
that pre-election arrangements to from a 
coalition-government are not being 
honoured. 

in light of this, it was indeed dis
turbing that the Prime Minister, when 
queried by the press on one occasion 
as to when he would be visiting ~abal:l, 
could have commented that he was 
not sure who actually was the State's 
Chief Minister. While the wisdom of 
forming a weak government comprising 
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only members of one community may 
be questioned, which in any case was not 
so in Sabah, the right of PBS to form 
the State government is unquestionable. 

Other methods used which, again, 
were against the spirit of constitutional 
democracy was the boycott of meetings 
of the State Assembly, forced resigna
tions and the use of underhand tactics 
to break up the PBS. Through bribes, 
apparently as much as one million rigg'it 
in one case, and offers of Cabinet posts, 
four PBS Assemblymen were persuaded 
to crossover. 

As a result of these challenges, in
cluding having to go to the polls again 
to fill four vacated seats, the PBS govern
ment was given very little opportunity 
to govern, let alone initiate economic 
reforms. Frustrations among its suppor
ters at the lower echelon who were 
getting increasingly impatient also con
tributed to tensions. Thus, when as a 
result of these forced resignations and 
defections the PBS majority in the State 
Assembly was reduced to one, it decided 
to call for fresh elections. Accordingly 
the Assembly was dissolved by the 
Head of State upon the Chief Minister's 
advice on February 26 1986. This 
is proper in any democracy and especially 
justified when faced with opposition of 
the likes of USNO and Berjaya. 

If USNO and Berjaya leaders were 
sincere in wanting peace, stability and 
progress for Sabah and not simply hungry 
for power, they should have welcomed 

The recent outbreak of bombings, arson and illegal demonstrations 
in Sabah only confirms that these USNO and some Berjaya leaders have 
not mended their ways. They have little regard for our constitutional 
democracy and are prepared to resort to illegal means to get back into 
power. 

him accumulated immense wealth through 
timber licenses and those who dared to 
challenge him were dealt with severely. 
The present President of Berjaya, Datuk 
Mohammed Noor Mansor was in fact 
detained for several years under the 
ISA for, apparently, "trying to assasinate 
Tun Mustapha". Others who dared to 
challenge his party in the polls were 

from 1976 to 1985 was also one of 
abuse of power. For this reason it was 
rejected by the people in the 1985 
elections. 

While the wisdom of forming a weak government comprising only 
members of one community may be questioned, which in any case was not 
so in Sabah, the right of PBS to form the State government is unquestionable. 

The recent outbreak of bombings 
arson and illegal demonstrations in Sabah 
only confirms that these USNO and some 
Berjaya leaders have not mended their 
ways. They have little regard for our 
constitutional democracy and are pre
pared to resort to illegal means to get 
back into power. 

Beginning from March 12, bombs 
began to be exploded and fires indis
criminately lighted throughout the state. 
According to the Press, 49 cases of 
explosions, 50 cases of fire, 82 cases 
of bomb hoaxes, five deaths and 
numerous other cases of infuries had 
been reported by March 23. A curfew, 
the f irst in Kota Kinabalu in peace 
time, was also enforced from 19 March. 

this second chance at the polls in less 
than a year. After all, they have been 
hurting a variety of charges of mismanage
ment, corruption, discrimination, etc. 
at the PBS government. For if there was 
truth to these allegations then the people 
would have decided in their favour. 
Instead, USNO and Berjaya leaders 
roundly condemned the dissolution of 
the Assembly and one of the USNO 
supporters Ghapur Salleh (State Assem
blyman for Merotai) applied to the Court · 
to annul the Assembly's dissolution 
and to restrain the Election Commission 
from conducting fresh elections. It 
appear~ that USNO and Berjaya, so 
brave in their efforts to undermine the 
PBS government, are in fact afraid to 

-face the Sabah people. It also appears 
that they are insincere about constitu
tional democracy and are simply interes
ted in gaining power to serve their own 
ends. 

It wi ll be recalled that the USNO 
government between 1967 to 1976 
was essentially one of personal rule by 
Tun Mustapha. Those who were around 
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similarly slapped with the ISA under 
one suspicion or another. His regime's 
reputation for corruption and abuse 
of power was only outdone by stories 
of his pleasure-seeking ways and his 
pressure on non-Muslim communities. 

All these aspects of USNO rule were 
highlighted by Berjaya leaders as they 
sought to overthrow Tun Mustapha 
and his lieutenants. However, their own 
government was subsequently also made 
infamous by accounts of corruption and 
mismanagement of public funds. Berjaya 
supporters, as the USNO leaders then 
pointed out, were given economic mono
polies over important essentials and direc
torships of companies. Those who dared 
to challenge Harris Salleh's government 
were severely punished. In Sandakan, 
electricity supply was rationed after its 
residents returned a DAP candidate to 
Parliament. And in Tambunan , the 
victory of Datuk Pairin in a by-election 
resulted in the abrogation of its status 
as a district and the threatened with
drawal of all the services wh ich came 
with that status. In short, Berjaya rule 
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When it is recalled that a couple of 
bombs were exploded in mid-1976 
after Berjaya had defeated USNO and 
that there had also been four explosions 
in Kota Kinabalu between May 26 and 
June 4 last year after attempts to form 
an USNO-PBS coalition failed, it seems 
quite clear to all peace-loving and demo
cratic Malaysians that these cases of bom
bings and arson are, as Datuk Pairin 
Kitingan has declared, politically-moti
vated. Yet our national leaders refuse to 
admit this. 

Despite the fact that the police has 
made many arrests, it has not been able 
to determine who, exactly, were behind 
these incidents of violence. The master-
minds behind such violence. regardless of 
their positions, must be brought to 
court. Understandably it has been dif-



Table 1: Sabah Government Staff By Race {March 1986) 

Malays 
Common Pool Service: 

Group A/ Admin. Officers 105 

Group 8/Exec. Officers 118 

Group C/Spec. Grade Clerks 85 

Group C/Personal Asst. 26 

TOTAL 334 

PWO 

Officer Posts -
Clerical -

ficult for the police to act more effec-
tively here. 

The same, however, cannot be said of 
the illegal assemblies and demonstrations 
which in at least two cases resulted in 
arson and riots. While the peninsular 
newspapers have been reluctant to iden-
tify the leaders of these processions, 
Sabah dailies like the Sabah Times and 
Daily Express have clearly reported and 
recorded 1n photographs the role of 
USNO and Berjaya leaders in these 
illegal assemblies. 

For instance, among those present in 
the procession from the State Mosque to 
the High Court on March 17 (the day on 
which the Court's decision on Ghapur 
Salleh's application for an injunction was 
to be del ivered) were USNO leaders 
Sakaran Dandai, Zaki Gusmiah, Osu Haji 
Sukom and Berjaya Vice-President Abdul 
Malek Chua. Some of these leaders 
addressed the crowd during the 15-
minutes demonstration in front of the 
Court. 

In another instance on 19 March, 
USNO leader Datuk Yahya Lampong, 
loud-hailer in hand, was clearly leading 
the procession. He negotiated with 
the police on behalf of the demons
trators and when refused perm1ss1on 
to proceed with their march into town, 
started a sit-in on the road. 

The crowd in these incidents turned 
unruly. In both cases the police were 
forced to fire tear gas at the demonstra
tors and while the first insident resulted 
in damaged cars and broken windows 
only, the second resulted in one death 
and several injured, arson and damage 
of cars and properties estimated at 
$6.3 million. It is significant that on 
both occasions these leaders, by their 
own admission, fai led to control their 
supporters. Yet an USNO official Yusuf 
Manan who participated in the March 
17 demonstration, promised that they 
would continue to hold demonstrations 
until the Federal Government stepped 
in. 

It was again USNO and Berjaya leaders 

Muslims Non -Muslims Grand 
Others Total Kadazans Chinese Sino-Kad. Others Total Total 

21 126 36 17 8 - 61 187 

6 124 80 10 8 3 101 225 

3 88 53 40 8 1 102 190 

0 26 34 11 3 3 51 77 

30 364 203 78 21 7 315 679 

- 5 - - - - 5 10 
- 28 - - - - 7 35 

Table 2: Scholarships And Loans To Sabahans 1985 

Muslims Non-Muslims TOTAL 

Government Scholarships 80 99 179 

Sabah Foundation 
Scholarships 35 15 50 

Sabah Foundation Loans 45 55 100 

Sources: State Establishment Office, Chief Minister's Office, Sabah 

who led the various processions in Kota 
Kinabalu, Tawau, Sandakan, Kota Belud 
and Kudat on 23 March. Finally, a few 
of these leaders like Harris Salleh, Hamid 
Tun Mustapha (acting Secretary-General 
of USNO) and Rai ley Jeffrey (USNO 
Youth Chief) were issued summons. 
It is not inconceivable that they and 
the others summoned (a total of 322 
people) will be fined and then let off. 

Moreover, there is as yet no indica
tion that action is being taken by the 
authorities against Tun Mustapha for 
the comments he made in the Kota 
Kinabalu airport and the inflammatory 
speech he delivered in the State Mosque 
on March 15. First-hand reports and 
record ings of his comments and speech 
have been made available to the public. 
Presumably, the police has easy access to 
these as well. 

Yet it is these irresponsible and 
opportunistic leaders that the PBS 
representatives are expected to work 
with in a coalition government The 
alternative to th1s, as expressed in Sabah 
Formula apparently, is Emergency rule 
without the opportunity to conduct 
elections. Not only would such a coali
tion government be devoid of genuine 
cooperation in the first place, but in so 
establishing this government, we shall at 
the same time be approving demonstra
tions, illegal rallies and terror generally 
as legitimate means to political power. 
To deny elections and to proclaim 
an Emergency because of refusal to 
establish a coalition of this sort and 
so condone terror, threatens the very 
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fabric of our democracy. Under the 
circumstances it was not surprising that 
USNO and Berjaya leaders were so 
eager to accept the Formula. Once in 
the coalition, as PBS leaders revealed, 
they could easily effect their plan to take 
over the government completely. Such 
a strategy had in fact been used by USNO 
in 1965- 66, with Kuala Lumpur's back
ing, to get rid of Tun Fuad Stephens 
(then Donald Stephens) as Chief Minister 
and to destroy his party, United Pasok
momogun Kadazan Organization. 

The counter-proposals of the PBS 
government. on the other hand, seeks 
to bring about peace and stability too 
but without compromising our con
stitutional democracy. For this reason 
it has proposed that elections without 
conditions, be held first. In the event 
that it should fail to win a two-thirds 
majority, then the PBS will form a 
coalition government with the other 
parties. In this way the inalienable 
right of the people to have a government 
of their choice will be guaranteed. And 
if the authorities can ensure that the 
people's wishes are respected by pro
secuting those who dare to challenge 
the law, then political stability will 
be preserved too. Have our national 
leaders the moral courage to protect 
our constilutional democracy? To quote 
Datuk Pairin, "the ball is now on their 
side"e 

Loh Kok Wah 
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The Sa bah Election: 
The Stakes 

The Sabahan voter, regardless of religion and community, 
must prove once and for all that he reJects all those 

who subvert his freedom to choose 
the government he wants. 

V
ita~ ~rinciples are at stake in the Sabah election of 5th and 6th May. The Sabahan voter, regardless of 
rehg1on and community, must prove once and for all that he rejects all those who subvert his freedom to - -
choose the government he wants. He must show that he rejects those opportunists who resort to the bomb 
after they have failed with the ballot; that he rejects those who prefer arson to persuasion; that he rejects 
those who seek power through rioting rather than reasoning. 

Equally important, the Sabahan voter must make it clear that bribing, bullying and browbeating will not succeed 
in breaking his determination to exercise his right as a citizen of a democracy. He should never submit to the arrogant 
might of an authoritarian clique in power. 

Indeed, the Election is an opportunity for the Sabahan voter to re-affirm his support for one of the basic 
principles of democratic governance: the right of a freely-elected group that enjoys the allegiance of the majority to 
rule in peace and harmony. It is this principle that has been blatantly violated in the last 11 months. It is unjust and 
unfair to blame the PBS for not being able to rule effectively when the party has not been given the chance to rule by 
some of the same forces that now point an accusing finger at it! 

There is yet another principle that will component parties of the BN hold mony is beyond dispute. True, at this 
be put to the test in the Sabah polls. Are mutually antagonistic positions. The point, it does not have as much Muslim, 
we prepared to repudiate narrow, bigoted glue that keeps the coalition together as Kadazan and Chinese support. This 
communal politics- politics that exploits is power itself. is understandable given the impact of 
race and religion for selfish, personal It is partly because this desire to ethnic politics in the last decade or so. 
gains? In fact, some of the leaders of remain in power at all costs, apart from Neither does the PBS have well-known 
USNO and Berjaya defiled the very certain elitistic economic objectives, Muslim leaders at the upper echelons of 
sanctity of Islam by allowing their are the only binding forces within the the party. It is however, making an 
followers to desecrate one of the main coalition that the BN has not been effort to strengthen Muslim representa· 
mosques of Kota Kinabalu. able to come to grips with crucial chal- tion at all levels. This is a laudable aim, 

The voters in Sabah must now re- lenges. In fact, the antagonisms among especially when there are all kinds of 
affirm their faith in genuine multi- BN partners have <'lggravated ethnic allegations mainly from USNO and 
ethnic, multi-religious politics. Genuine relations. There is much more chauvinism Berjaya circles about PBS's discrimina-
multi-ethnicism emerges only when indi- in the country today and a lot of it is tion against Muslims in the public 
viduals from different cultural and ventilated through the BN parties. services and in the award of scholar-
religious communattes motivated by Instead of imposing a failed inter· ships. The PBS leadership, it should 
common interests uphold common ethnic experiment upon Sabah. Barisan be noted, has not only refuted these 
values and pursue common ideals leaders in Kuala Lumpur should give the allegations with facts and figures but 
through a common channel of expres- single multi-ethnic party concept repre- also requested the Federal Government 
sion. sented by PBS a chance to grow and to set up an independent Commission 

Such a concept of a shared struggle develop. At least, potentially it holds of Inquiry to investigate the allegations. 
towards a shared dream is far much greater promise. This is because The Federal Government should have 
superior to the inter-ethnic politics individuals from different religions and responded. Instead, Federal leaders like 
offered by the 'united front' communities through sustained involve- Dr. Mahathir continue to argue that 

· ment in a common struggle may be PBS represents only one or two com-
comprising USNO, Berjaya, Pasok able to evolve perspectives which trans- munities and what Sabah needs in order 
and the Sa bah Chinese Party. cend religion and ethnicitv. Such non- to achieve stability is an inter-ethnic 

For inter-ethnic arrangements of this communal thinking - as BN leaders coalition. They forget that Berjaya which 
sort are often motivated by competing themselves admit - is vital for the stabi- came to power in Kota Kinabalu in 
interests which have to be accommodated lity of a multi-ethnic nation. Besides, if 1976 with the help of Federal leaders 
nonetheless through some form of genuine mult1-ethnicism is our even- was also a multi-ethnic party that repre-
relationshlp. The parties involved are tual aspiration, then a multi-ethnic sented mainly the Kadazans and Chinese 
often guided by differing values and party must be viewed as an improvement at the time of its inception. Though it 
In reality, seek conflicting goals. There is upon an inter-ethnic coalition. We should had some established Muslim leaders 
no better example of this than the move forwards not backwards in our at the helm, its grass-root Muslim support 
Barisan Nasional (BN) itself. On major quest for more meaningful unity among in 1976 was not very different from 
national issues like ethnic integration, the communities. PBS's at the end of the April 1§85 
Islamization, the National Culture Policy That the PBS is a sincere attempt election. And yet the Barisan Nasional 
and the New Economic Policy, the at achieving genuine multi-ethnic har- leadership at that time was quite happy 
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to work with Berjaya. It was only after 
1976, in the following four or five years, 
that the party developed a strong Muslim 
base. Why can't Dr. Mahathir then give 
the PBS government also a chance to 
prove that it can speak for the Muslims 
as much as it can speak for the Kadazans, 
the Chinese and the others? 

Of course, the cynic may point out 
that while all this ls well and good, the 
fact remains that the multi-ethnic Berjaya 
was defeated in 1985. Granted, but 
Berjaya's defeat was not a defeat for 
mu lti-ethnicism. On the contrary, it 
was partly because Berjaya veered away 
from its original multi-ethnic approach 
after 1981 that it lost considerable 
support in last year's polls. There were 
more significant causes of course for its 
ignominous defeat related to the pre
valence of rampant corruption within the 
party and the government, the arrogance 
of power displayed by some of its leaders, 
the victimization of, and discrimination 
against, various individuals and groups 
and the neglect of the disadvantaged 
segment of society. Neither was Berjaya 
helping itself by playing up to Kuala 
Lumpur, given perceptions of Federal
state relations among a lot of Sabahans. 
All these factors - and not its multi
ethnic structure as such - were largely 
responsible for its dismal performance 
in the 1985 election. 

Apart from democracy and multi
ethnicism, the coming election is signi
ficant in yet another sense. The PBS 
leadership, specifically Datuk Pairin 
Kitingan, appears to be keen on 
cleaning up some of the corruption 
that pervades politics in Sabah. 

Some of the moves he has made in this 
connection to control the operations 
of well-connected timber tycoons and 
land-grabbers have caused consternation 
among certain elites in Kota Kinabalu 
and Kuala Lumpur. There is overwhel
ming evidence to indicate that in the 
years of Berjaya rule, a lot of very im
portant people benefitted from the 
largesse that was distributed generously 
to all those who mattered to the party 
and its leadership. The Berjaya leader, 
former Chief Minister, Datuk Harris 
Salleh, it is alleged, treated public wealth 
as if it were private property. 

Is it because some people are deter
mined to protect these vested interests 
that the PBS has not been allowed to 
govern? Is money the root of all evil in 
Sabah? e 

Chandra Muzaffar 

An Open Letter To The Prime Minister: 

If Democracy Dies 
in Sabah, It Will Not 

Live In The 
Rest Of Malaysia 

"':• 

This letter was sent to the Prime Minister imme· 
diately after it became known that his so-called 
"Sabah Formula" entailed the establishment of a 
coalition government. Since then the formula has 
undergone some changes. 

Editor 
Y.A.B. Datuk Seri 

It is with deep concern that we bring to your attention a 
matter of grave national importance which involves a funda
mental principle in the democratic system that we so dearly 
cherish. 

We have learnt from various sources and through the press 
that the Sabah formula you have proposed entails the imme
diate establishment of a coalition government comprising the 
Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS), the United Sabah National Organi
sation (USNO) and Berjaya. Whatever the intention behind the 
proposal from the point of view of stabilising the political 
situation, it is quite likely that the creation of a coalition 
government when the Sabah State Assembly has already been 
dissolved will generate all sorts of legal and constitutional 
problems. Besides, the High Court has reserved judgement on 
Tun Mustapha's suit challenging the validity of Datuk Pairin 
Kitingan's appointment as Chief Minister after last April's 
election. 

If a coalition government is set up in these circumstances, 
there could be a strong, adverse reaction from a substantial 
segment of the Sabah population. It would be seen, rightly 
or wrongly, as the imposition of the will of the Central govern
ment upon the state. 

A lot of Sabahans, and indeed a wide cross-section of 
Peninsular Malaysians too, will interpret the move as unjust 
and undemocratic. For they know, whatever the events 
that have followed the April 1985 state election in Sabah, 
that the undisputed victor in that poll was the PBS. They 
also know that from the outset the PBS was never given a 
chance to rule. legal processes, political coercion, Assembly 
crossovers, bomb blasts, arson and riots have all frustrated the 
PBS from exercising the most basic right in any democratic 
system: the right of a freely elected government to function as 
one. This is why if a coalition government is established at 
this point under the present circumstances it could lead to 
pervasive disillusionment and even anger and hostility. The 
Central government's credibility would suffer even more and 
our people could lose faith in democratic principles and 
practices. 
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We would therefore appeal to you to defer the establish
ment of a coalition government in Sabah for a while. If it is to 
be formed, it must be with the consent of the people. It must be 
an expression of the will of the electorate. State-level elections 
should therefore be held first. Political parties should have the 
full freedom to contest the polls -without binding themselves 
to any prior arrangement. Only then would the elections 
reflect the genuine preferences of the people on who, and 
which party should, represent them. That is what democratic 
competition means. 

In the meantime, the Police should be given full support to 
ensure that peace and order prevail in Sabah. Firm action 
should be taken against those who were responsible for crea
ting chaos and violence in the state in the last few weeks. 
Allegations of discrimination against Muslims should be 
investigated thoroughly by an independent Commission of 
Inquiry. Yet another measure which could help restore nor
malcy in the state is to admit both PBS and USNO into the 
Barisan Nasional. All these approaches to the problem - rather 
than the imposition of a coalition at this stage - would con-

tribute immensely to stability in Sabah. 
You will realise, Datuk Seri, that all the proposals we have 

made will not require you to take the side of this or that 
political party. In this we are in full agreement with you that 
as Prime Minister you should not be seen to be partisan in the 
present power struggle in Sabah. You must however be seeo 
by all Malaysians to be on the side of democracy. You must be 
seen as an unflinching, unwavering defender of democratic 
principles and practices. For you are, after all, bound by the 
oath of your office, to uphold the democratic values enshrined 
in our Constitution. You, more than any other single indivi
dual, can determine the destiny of democracy in our country. 

For if democracy dies in Sabah, it will not live in the 
rest of Malaysia. 

Salam hormat dari kami. 
Yang ikhlas 

Tan Sri Dr. Tan Chee Khoon 

Raja Aziz Addruse 

Dr. Chandra Muzaffar 

Sabahans Appeal To The Prime Minister: 

Let Us Determine 
Our Own Government 

YAB Datuk Seri, 
PEACE GREETINGS FROM US MALAYSIANS RESIDING IN SABAH! 
In all sincerity, WE, the undersigned hereby convey our heartiest apprecia

tion for your recent visit to Sabah which miraculously calmed the terrorists, rioters, 
arsonists and bombers. We wish to thank you too for your FORMULA to solve 
the present political crisis of Sabah. 

However, we feel in effect that this FORMULA of 
COALITION OR EMERGENCY 

AND NO STATE GENERAL ELECTIONS 
is more of a punishment of the peace-loving, law-abiding constitution-respecting 
and democratic-minded Sabahans than anything else. 

To us, 
Coalition now means approving of and surrendering to riot, bombings, arsons and 

terrorism as tools for and means to political power. 
Emergency means the death of democracy in Malaysia. 
No State General Elections means the violation of the Malaysian Constitution, 

and denial of our basic reason, meaning and purpose 
of existence as Malaysian citizens. 

With this first phase of the "Voice of the People of Sabah" signatory cam
paign, we submit the basis of our appeal that COALITION BEFORE OR AFTER 
ELECTIONS or EMERGENCY should not be imposed upon us and that FREE 
STATE GENERAL ELECTIONS should and MUST be held to uphold the rule 
of law and to preserve and uphold our Malaysian Constitutional Democracy. 

YAB, 
All we are asking is, givP. LAW, PEACE and FREE ELECTIONS a chance. 

Let us (the people of Sabah) determine our own Government. 

As of 10 Aprl/1986, 10,288 Sabohans had signed this appevl Editor. 
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Seruan untuk 
Demokrasi, serta 
politik bukan perkauman 
dan keagamaan bagi Sabah 

B 
eberapa kejadian yang ber
laku di Sabah baru-baru ini 
mungkin telah dapat mem
beri anggapan kepada rakyat 
Malaysia bahawa USNO dan 

para penunjuk perasaan yang menyalah
gunakan Masjid Negeri dan bertindak 
menyalahi undang-undang merupakan 
wakil masyarakat Islam di Sabah. 

Kami sebagai masyarakat Islam 
Sabah dan warganegara Malaysia yang 

setia mgm menjelaskan kepada rakyat 
Malaysia yang lain khususnya pemim
pin kerajaan bahawa: 
e Terdapat kira-kira 500,000 masyarakat 

Islam berbilang suku kaum di Sabah 
dan USNO tidak mewakili majoriti 
masyarakat Islam Sabah. 

• Hanya sebilangan kecil sahaja masya
rakat Islam yang tidak bertanggung
jawab yang terlibat dalam penyalah
gunaan masjid dan tunjuk perasaan 

secara haram tersebut. 
• Sebilangan besar masyarakat Islam di 

Sa bah menghormati Masj id negeri 
sebagai tempat suci serta mengutuk 
para penunjuk perasaan dan pemim
pin politik yang menghasut mereka 
mencemarkan masjid dan melanggar 
undang-undang. 
Kami menyeru parti-parti yang me

merintah dan pemimpin kerajaan supaya 
jangan mengaitkan USNO dan pemim
pinnya dengan masyarakat Islam Sabah. 

Kami juga menyeru supaya parti
parti yang memerintah dan pemimpin 
kerajaan memberi peluang kepada Parti 
Bersatu Sabah di bawah pimpinan Datuk 
Joseph Pairin Kitingan untuk membuka 
era politik berbilang kaum yang tidak 
berbelah-bahagi di Sabah. • 

Kami yang bertandatangan di bawah 
mewakili masyarakat Islam yang menaruh 
perhatian mengenainya di Sabah men
yeru pemimpin-pemimpin kerajaan untuk 
menegakkan demokrasi berparlimen den
gan membenarkan rakyat memilih wakil 
mereka ke Dewan Undangan Negeri 
tanpa sebarang perasaan cemas dengan 
pemilihan yang bebas 

Datuk Dzulkifli Abdul Hamid Suang Sayang Hassan Alban Sanduko ng Labuk/Sugut 
Datuk Abdul Hamid Zainuddin Buang Sayang Lajim Haji Okim Beaufort 
Aspah Abdullah Sani Sugut Haji Adut Sigoh Nabawan 
Rasid Haji Matnor Sukau Kasitah Gaddam Ran au 
Mahmud Abdul Kahar Karamunting Johari Ismail Kawang 
Hussein Abdul Hamid Merotai Ibrahim Din Kawang 
Maimunah binte Ibrahim Merotai Awang Raya Buang Sayang 
Abdul Karim Abdullah Kawang Alihassan Abas Kawang 
Haji Ahmad Ismail Buang Sayang Mohd Sudin Durasin Kawang 

Dultalip Ajak Kawang Ali Omar Musa Buang Sayang 

Mohd Ariff Haji Abu Bakar Buang Sayang Hassan Haji Kashim Buang Sayang 

Haji Baharuddin Haji Nayan Buang Sayang Hajjah Roslinah Liang Kunak 

Taib Ahmad Buang Sayang Haji Jabar Khan Kota Belud 

Abdul Hamid Haji Nay an Buang Sayang Mohammaddin Ketapi Lahad Datu 

Ariah Tengku Ahmad Kota Kinabalu Ahmad Baharom Titingan Balung 

Moktani Haji Lawai Beaufort 

The Continuing Sabah Crisis: 

Uphold The Principles 
Of Democratic Governance 

W 
Joint Stand by the Movement For Freedom & Justice (PKK) 

e are opposed to any move to force the various political groupings in Sabah into a coalition government. A coali
tion government will only aggravate an already tense situation. Neither should the Prime Minister attempt to 
suspend the Sabah State Constitution and establish Emergency rule in that State. 

We are convinced that the situation in Sabah has been brought about by the unscrupulous manipulations of groups bent on 
ach ieving power through foul means. Religion is being abused for immoral political ends. Such manipulations should never be 
condoned directly or indirectly, by anyone who cherishes the sanctity of Islam and the other religions in the country. 

We call upon the Prime Minister and all the other forces involved in the Sabah crisis to uphold the principles of democratic 
governance. It is our sacred duty to ensure that f reedom and democracy survive in Sabah. 

Dr. Chandra Muzaffar President ALIRAN on behalf of: 

1) Selangor Graduat• Society ISGS) 8) Malaysian Trades Union Congrea IMTUCI 
2) Environmental Protection Society Malaysia (EPSM) 9) Democratic Action Party (DAPI 
3) Malaysian Association of Entineen (MAE) 10) Nlltional Union of Journalists Malaysia {NUJ) 
4) Parti Soaiatis Rakyat Malaysia (PSRM) 11) The Alsocietion of Women lawylll'l (Selai19QI' 8r Federal Territory) 
5) Institute of Social Analysis (INSAN) 12) The Persatuan Sains Solial Malaysia (PSSM) 
6) Office for Human Development (OHDI 13) Aliran K.....,.n Nepra (ALIRAN) 
7) Socialist Democratic Party (SOP) 

9 Aliran Monthly April/May 1986 



5th Dialogue of Concern 
The informal Movement for Freedom & 

Justice held its Dialogue of Concern on "Re
trenchment" on 23 March 1986. 

Due to 'lack of space, the joint statement 
on Retrenchment will be carried in the next 
issue of the Monthly. However, we are able to 
carry the other 4 resolutions that were adopted 
by the group. 

-Editor 

Resolution on 
the Official 
Secrets Act 

Resolution on 
the Memali 

Incident 

Resolution on 
Sabah 

Resolution on 
the BMF 
scandal 

The unamimous adoption of these 
four resolutions dealing with some of the 
major challenges facing the nation today 
marks a milestone in the evolution of 
consensus and concord in our multi· 
ethnic society. It is a matter of great 
significance that the groups which endor· 
sed the five resolutions represent diverse 
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Noting that the proposed amendment 
to the Official Secrets Act 1972 seeks 
to impose a mandatory jail sentence of 
a minimum of one year upon offenders, 
and, 

Noting that the terms 'official' and 
'secret' are not defined and left vague 
and ambiguous 

We hereby express our total opposi· 
tion to the amendment and the original 
Act on grounds that they 
1) challenge the authority of the judi

ciary · and restrict its discretionary 
powers. 

2) instil fear among journalists and 
deter them from performing their 
public duty of informing the rakyat 
of the truth without fear or favour. 

3) instil fear among all other groups 
and institutions including the bureauc-

Noting that the Memali incident was 
an immense tragedy; 

Noting that the official explanation 
has been far from satisfactory; 

Noting that the controversy continues 
to rage on why the incident took place 
and who was responsible for it; 

Noting with deepest concern the 
violence and disorder in Sabah which 
could have been prevented 

We hereby call upon all groups and 
individuals to respect and uphold the 
principles of democratic governance. No 

Noting the severe constraints under 
which the BMF Committee of Inquiry 
comprising Tan Sri Ahmad Noordin, 
Chooi Mun Sou and Ramli Ibrahim 
carried out their work, we would like 
to express the deepest gratitude of the 
Malaysian people for their painstaking, 
determined effort which has resulted 
in an excellent endeavour in the form 
of the BMF Final Report and the various 
Briefs; 

Noting that the BMF has raised a 
number of crucial questions pertaining 

ethnic, religious and ideological tenden· 
cies within the body politic. They en
compass political parties, public interest 
societies and the labour movement. 

The resolutions will be sent to the 
Prime Minister and to relevant Ministries. 
It is our hope that the government 
will pay serious attention to the views 
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racy, public interest societies, pro
fessional associations and political 
parties and discourage them from 
performing their public duty of 
informing the rakyat of the truth 
without fear or favour. 

4) further curb the flow of information 
from the Government to the rakyat 
and make a mockery of the concept 
of an 'open liberal government' and 

5) further restrict the excercise of the 
freedom of expression and further 
erode whatever little democracy is 
left. 
We therefore urge the government to 

withdraw the proposed amendment and 
to review the Official Secrets Act itself 
with the aim of replacing it with a Free· 
dom of Information Act. 

We hereby call upon the government 
to establish an independent Commission 
of Inquiry to conduct a thorough inves
tigation into the incident and to release 
immediately all those detained under the 
ISA or charge them in court. 

one, from whatever community, should 
abuse or exploit the sanctity of religion 
in the pursuit of selfish political aims. 
All groups and individuals in Sabah and 
the Peninsula should work towards the 
restoration of peace and order. 

to organised fraudulence and corrup
tion, the nature of the relationship 
between Carrian and BMF and the role 
of certain personalities and institutions, 
we feel that there is a compelling need 
for further investigations and would 
therefore, strongly urge the Government 
to establish an independent Royal Com
mission of Inquiry. In the meantime, 
the Government should start immediate 
prosecutions of those implicated in the 
BMF scandal. 

articulated by this important cross· 
section of Malaysian public opinion. 
These views reflect alternative thinking 
on the national situation which the 
government cannot afford to ignore. 

DR. CHANDRA MUZAFFAR 
President 
ALl RAN 



Letters 
We welcome letters from readers. Letters can be either in English or Bahasa Malaysia. 
These letters may be edited for purposes of space and clarity. The views expressed may 
not be those of the Aliran Monthly. Pseudonyms are accepted but all letters should 
include the writer's name and address. letters should preferably be typewritten with 
double-spacing; if hand-written, they should be legible. 

Letters should be addressed to the Editor, Aliran Monthly, P.O. Box 1049, Penang, 
Malaysia. 

Firearms And The Law 

I refer to Dr. Ronnie 
Ooi's letter on the Sim Kie Chon case in Aliran, 
Volume VI, No. 1, in which he calls upon 
DAP Secretary-General, Lim Kit Siang, to 
clarify his (Lim's) statement that "there are 
two sets of justice and morality in the country 
- one for the powerful and one for the weak". 

I have asked the opinion of many of 
my friends, both Malays and non-Malays 
regarding Lim Kit Siang's statement and they 
were unanimous in interpreting it as follows: 
Datuk Mokhtar Hashim managed to escape 
the gallows because he was a Minister and 
therefore powerful whereas Sim is just an 
ordinary citizen - " a common aiminal" 
as Tunku Abdul Rahman said Not one of 
them, not a single one, interpreted it in racial 
terms, i.e. because Datuk Mokhtar is a Malay 
and Sim is a Chinese. In fact, many of us 
were of the opinion that Datuk Mokhtar 
should not be pardoned because as a Minis· 
ter, he should have known the law better. 

We cannot comprehend Dr. Ronnie Ooi's 
logic in interpreting (or misinterpreting) Lim 
Kit Siang's statement not even by the furthest 
stretch of our imagination. We also cannot 
associate Lim Kit Siang's statement with the 
slightest connotation of racism, not even if 
we read in be\ween the lines. Perhaps we lack 
Dr. Ronnie's Intellectual perversity. If Lim Kit 
Siang is guilty of the charge of indulging in 
politics by innuendo, as Dr. Ronnie Ooi alleged, 
then Dr. Ronnie Ooi himself is guilty of gross 
insinuation against Lim Kit Siang. 

The Sim case aside, it is not lost on the 
people that the majority of those charged 
and convicted under the ISA happens to 
come from one particular community. I re
member that at an MCA political seminar 
held just before the 1982 General Elections 
in Petaling Jaya, I stood up and asked VB 
Tan Koon Swan why Sotak Chin was hanged 
under the ISA and another person who robbed 
Kwong Vik Bank Wisma Central Branch of 
$300,000 while armed with a gun, was only 
given ten years jail and fourteen strokes of the 
rotan. VB Tan Koon Swan replied that he 
has full faith and confidence in the indepen
dence of the judiciary - and stopped at that. 

I do not question the independence of our 
judiciary but what is disturbing is the absolute 
power of the Attorney-General to decide under 
which Act to charge a person caught in posses
sion of firea rms. The power of the Attorney
General to discriminate between persons 
alleged to be in possession of firearms and 
to charge them differently should be abolished. 

• • • • • 

Kennedy Choo 
Petallng Jaya 

The Conduct Of The General Elections 

Under the Malaysian 
Constitution, the Elections Commission has 
been entrusted with the responsibility for the 
conduct of the general elections and by~lec

tions in the country, but to date, the Elec
tions Commission has failed to fulfil the spiiit 
of its responsibility to ensure that elections 
are held freely, fairly and justly. 

I can off-hand itemise three electoral 
abuses which detract from the clean conduct 
of elections. Firstly, the politics of money, 
where the Barisan Nasional parties candidates 
spend lavishly in elections in utter defiance 
of the law limiting electoral expenditures 
to $20,000 for each parliamentary candidate 
and $15,000 for each State Assembly 
candidate. 

Secondly, the misuse of public funds and 
resources for the party or individual benefit 
of Barisan candidates. A good example of 
this dis(:l'imination is the provision of $200,000 
from the public funds for the so-calljld 'minor 
development projects' for each Barisan Member 
of Parliament in his constituency, which is 
denied to the Opposition MP. By this abuse, 
the Barisan is making use of public funds to 
try to ensure the ele~ion of Barisan candi
dates in the next general elections. 

Thirdly, the abuse of power to put the 
Opposition at a disadvantage in general elec
tions, for instance, in the series of nation
wide public rallies presently conducted by 
the Prime Minister. 

The Elections Commission has to date 
kept a blind eye to such electoral abuses. 
Until the 1982 general elections, the Elec
tions Commission was in the habit of calling 
an all-party meeting after the announcement of 
the dissolution of Parliament and the State 
Assemblies, to agree on a list of Do's and 
Don'ts by all parties and candidates - which 
disregard the flagrant electoral abuses by the 
ruling party and their candidates. 

I call on the Elections Commission to play 
a mDf'e meaningful role in the conduct of 
general elections. It should act as an indepen· 
dent and autonomous organ not subservient 
to the Barisan Nasional and carry out its 
constitutional duty to ensure the conduct 
of clean, fair and honest general elections. 

It is very strange that the announcement 
regarding the simplification of nomination 
forms is being made by t he UMNO National 
Vice President, Ghaffar Baba, rather than the 
Etections Commission. Is even a non-Ministerial 
UMNO leader mOf'e powerful than the Elec
tions Commisl;ion7 Is it because the UMNO 
had found that its candidates had been dis· 
qualified because of faulty nomination forms 
in the 1982 general elections that it had 
directed the Elections Commission to simplify 
the nomination papers? 

The Elections Commission must not be a 
servant of UMNO, or the government of the 
day. Before it changes election rules or regu
lations, whether it be the simplifie~~tion of 
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nomination papers, or the doubling of deposits 
for Parliamentary and State Assembly candi
dates, or the halving of the election campaign 
period from the minimum 14 days to seven 
days, it should consult all political parties 
concerned. 

It is for this reason that the DAP calls 
on the Elections Commission to immediately 
call an All-Party Standing Committee meeting 
to discuss and agree on guidelines for the 
conduct of a free, fair and honest general 
elections. This All-Party Standing Commit· 
tee should be summoned now, and not after the 
dissolution of Parliament end State Assemblies, 
and should discuss all proposed amendmfhts 
to the election regulations and rules. The 
Police should also be represented on this 
Election Standing Committee, so that they 
can be told that they have a responsibility to 
ensure that no political party be allowed to 
abuse its position to the disadvantage of other 
parties, as in the holding of illegal publ~ 

rallies . 

Lim Kit Siang 
Secretary-Genera l 

Democratic Act ion Party 

••••• 
Who Killed Jalil? 

Hong Kong put Mak 
on trial a few years back for killing the 88MB 
man. During his trial Mak told the court who 
had sent him to Hong Kong together with 
the reasons. Halfway during the trial Mak 
changed his story. There was obviously some· 
thing fishy here. Some had concluded that 
'palm greasing' had taken place in Hong Kong 
to make Mak change his story. The Hong Kong 
police had failed to find out from Mak who 
had sent him to kill the 88MB man. Surely he 
didn't do it on his own volition. Someday 
the real story will surface. 

sarong Pimpernel 
Kuala Lumpur 

Jalil ......... the real story has not surfaced. 

An Apology 

We wish to apologise to Mr. Fan Yew 
Teng for the jumble up that distorted his letter 
"Pan-El Affair & Misplaced Loyalty" which 
appeared on Page 9 of March/April Aliran 
Monthly. 

The confusion occurs in the 2nd column 
on Page 10, Line 21 - "to Singapore for crimi· 
nal prosecution. The" - in column 2 and tire 
rest of the letter right down to the last line 
in the column - ''tire arguments in them are 
valid or otherwise" - should have in flzct 
appeared at the top of column 2. In which 
case the sequence of the letter would have 
been co"ect. 

-Editor 
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Citizenship Application 

Reading Citizen's View 
on Public Service (Aiiran Monthly, February/ 
March) I feel there are grounds for citizens 
to form some form of a 'watchdog panel' and 
to take issue particularly with regards to the 
la)(ity and 'tidak apa' attitude in the civil 
service. 

One area where the sheer inefficiency 
and laxity of government service comes to 
the .fore is in relation to citizenship applica· 
tions. 

This reality was brought home to me 
when I made some inquiries recently. Applica· 
tions made as far back as the mid-seventies 
are yet pending. The general reply when inqui· 
ries are made is that the application is in its 
final stages of processing. I know of a friend 
who has had to stomach such a reply for the 
last 8 years, though this person has passed the 
Bahasa Malaysia test and other requirements. 

Eight years and the same reply. How does 
one handle such a situation? We are not ques· 
tioning the right of decision, but the lapse of 
time. How does the applicant know that his 
files are being studied, that action is being 
taken, that processing is proceeding? To offer 
no reply for several years is basically cruel. 
Perhaps it is not only the civil service but 
the politician sitting at the top of the table 
who also needs to be taken to task. 

There is thus a need for an active citizen's 
forum. Working in close co-operation with 
MP's, the complaints Bureau and other groups, 
it can tone up the civil service. 

• • • • • 

Land Assessment 

Concerned 
Petallng Jaya 

I n early February, I 
paid a visit to the Penang Municipal Coun· 
cil's Valuation & Assessment Department to 
enquire whether assessment has been imposed 
on Lot 2192, Section 1, Georgetown - the 
former College-General land at Kelawai 
Road. 

The clerks/receptionists at the counter 
were reluctant to show me the Assessment 
Rolls and I insisted on seeing a senior officer 
who told me that no assessment has been 
imposed because the entire file has been in 
the possession of the Council president for 
more than2% years. 

I was horrified! How come my grand· 
father's land with a Mukim Grant title and 
zoned for agriculture is subject to assessment 
while Lot 2192, Section 1 Georgetown with 
a First-Grade title and rezoned for commer· 
cial-cum-t>esidential development is not? 

Do our elected representatives approve of 
2 sets of laws, one for the rich and yet another 
for the poor? 

Come the next assessment, I will solicit 
support from my fellow villagers not to pay. 
We are prepared to go to court and of course, 
the precedent to be quoted needs no further 
introduction. 

Other Penangites should also refuse to pay. 
And if our Assemblymen cannot explain the 
cause for such discrimination, they can count 
on us to show our displeasure at election 
time I 

Shafee bin Hall Khalld 
Balik Pulau 
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Welcoming Tan Koon Swan ....... Do we have two sets of rules? 

Public Rallies 

Barisan leaders have 
always claimed that only those in the Barisan 
can provide the Malaysian people with quali· 
ties of 'Leadership By Example'. I would 
presume that leadership by example will 
also include respecting the laws of Malaysia. 

Public rallies were banned in 1978. During 
the Constitutional Crisis the leader of the 
Barisan held a series of public rallies. Recently 
we had such rallies all over the country. 

When Tan Koon Swan first returned to 
Malaysia after his short detention in Singapore 
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the MCA and Barisan members held a public 
rally at the airport car park where Tan Koon 
Swan, Lee Kim Sai, Sammy Velu and Anwar 
Ibrahim spoke. 

My question is: If public rallies were banned 
in 1978 and es far as I know, the ban has not 
been lifted, why has the police not prosecuted 
Dr. Mahathir, Tan Koon Swan, Lee Kim Sai, 
Samy Velu, Anwar Ibrahim and other Barisan 
members? 

Do we have two sets of rules? One for the 
Barisan members and one for other loy!_ll 
Malaysians? 

'Tax-Payer'/'Equal Rights' 
Port Klang 



Freedom Of The Filipino Press 

l:e Confederation of 
Asean Journalists (CAJ) congratulates Mrs. 
Corazon Aquino on her accession to the offica 
of president of the Republic of the Philippines 
after a courageous struggle against tyranny. 

The CAJ also calls on the Aquino govern· 
ment to immediately restore Press freedom and 
civil liberties in the Philippines to the level 
that existed before the Marcos era. 

The new government must start taking 
measures to dismantle the apparatus of syste
matic harassment and intimidation of Fili
pino journalim which has led to the arrest, 
imprisonment and killing of our Filipino 
colleagues on an unprecedented scale under 
the Marcos regime. 

The Aquino government must also imme
diately withdraw all charges made under 
extra-judicial powers and presidential decrees 
against journalists and release those still in 
jail. 

It must also enact new legislation to guaran
tee and promote Press freedom and civil liber
ties in clear terms that would help restore 
the Philippine Press, one of the freest in Asean 
before the Marcos era, so that our Filipino 
colleagues can once again practise honest and 

U.S.M. eou"ncil: Seat of academic power. 

truthful journalism according to professional 
ethics and their conscience. 

Owners and proprietary journalists of news· 
papers and ITl8S$ media agencies identified 
by the Aquino government as the "crony 
Press" must pledge to uphold the ethics of 
a free and independent Press. If they are 
unable or unwilling to do this, they should 
vacate their position and hand over editorial 
authority and responsibility to other jour
nalists who are in a position to do so. 

The Confederation of Asean 
Journalists 

Kuala Lumpur 

• • • • • 

Increase in Parliamentary and 
State Assembly seats 

~e government has repeatedly claimed 
that there is no money to pay for the increase 
in salary asked for by the unions and workers 
in general. The reason given by the government 
has always been economic recession. I agree 
with the government that the economy 
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of the country is in a bed shape. Is it necessary 
therefore to increase the number of Parlia
mentary and State seats for the coming General 
Election? Has the population of Malaysia 
increased to such an extent within the last 
5 years so as to merit this in«ease in seats? 
It would be of interest if the government 
conducts a survey or referendum to find 
out from the people whether they endorse 
such an increase. 

As far as I am aware, the people in my 
constituency seldom get the opportunity to 
see their MP or State Assemblyman. Most of 
their needs are met by the various departments. 
As such, an increase in the Parliamentary and 
State seats is not justifiable and would only 
enrich the pockets of MPs and State Assem· 
blymen and further burden the rate-payers. 

Interested Citizen 
Seberang Peral 

••••• 

Tindakan zalim pentadbir USM 

Rs mengulangi pen
diriannya menentang Akta Universiti dan 
Universiti Kolej yang sedang mengheret univer
siti·universiti dan pusat-pusat pengajian tinggi 
di negara ini ke arah kemunduran dan keme
rosotan mutu dan kebebasan akademik. 

PAS berpendapat bahawa ilmu pengetahuan 
dan pemikiran maju dan jitu tidak akan lahir di 
dalam suasana kukubesi, ancaman, ugutan dan 
tindakan memecat pensyarah-pensyarah dan 
kakitangan yang berani bersuara. 

Pemecatan ke etas Encik Hashim Hussein, 
Presiden Persatuan Kakitangan Akademik Un
iversiti Sains Malaysia (PKAUSM) dan tindakan 
ke atas Puan Rohana Ariffin, Naib Presiden 
PKAUSM kerana menyuarakan tuntutan dan 
hak mereka yang diwakilinya, menandakan 
kemerosotan nilal-nilai moral, kebebasan dan 
akademik di USM akibat daripada perlaksanaan 
Akta Universiti dan Universiti Kolej itu. 

Kami daripada PAS membantah tindakan 
zalim Pentadbir Universiti Sains Malaysia 
dan menuntut supaya langkah-langkah segera 
diambil untuk memulihkan kedudukan mereka 
sepenuhnya sebagai pensyarah di USM. 

Mohd. Nakhale Hajl Ahmad 
Nalb Yang 01 Pertua Agong PAS 

••••• 
Phantom Deans in U.S.M. 

One of the latest ru· 
mours in U.S.M. is that there might be as 
many as eleven phantom dean.s and heads 
of departments around. 

According to the rumour, th- phantom 
eleven are the ones who last week "expressed 
full support" for the verdict of the U.S.M. 
disciplinary board to dismiss Encik Hashim 
Hussein Yaacob and punish Puan Rohana 
Ariffin. 

Now, you may ask as we did, how is it 
possible to have phantom deans and heads 
of departments? Well, the response is that 
anything is possible. Already there have been 
phantom members of political parties, bogus 
doctors, housing developers and policemen; 
and now, according to the Prime Minister, 
there are allegedly crypto - this and that. 
So what is to prevent phantom deans and 
heads of departments from emerging? 

The rumour goes on to ask why, if th-
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eleYen w.e fully supporting the verdiC1 of 
the disciplinary board, "rebutting allegations 
by their former Deputy Vic..Chanc:ellor Dr, 
Kamal Salih that the university was being 
run in a high~nded and arbittltY way" 
and "that the academic Incentive system 
had been replaced by a patronage system", 
did they still find it nec.ury to remain 
anonymous. 

Indeed, If the eleven were interested to 
add the weight of their positions behind their 
support for the disciplinary bo1td, then they 
should have identified themselves. That would 
make more sense. 

That they did not do so could not be for 
fear of being hauled up by the university 
authorities linoe, by no stretch of the imagina
tion, could their statement be construed as 
having "tarnished the image of the university". 
In faC1, identifying themselves would have 
enhanced their case especially since there is 
so much evidence to the contrary. At the very 
loast, they would have brought attention 
to themselves in the eyes of the university 
authorities. Henoe their reluctance to be 
identified, so the rumour runs, ia because these 
eleven, or at least several of them, a re not real 
but phantom deans and heads of departments. 

Alas, this Is but one tumour making the 
rounds. According to another one, these 
eleven are not phantom but rNHife dNns 
and heads. Some versions of this second rumour 
even present you with eleven names. There 
are two related r•sons why the eleven chose 
to remain anonymous. 

Firstly, what kind of real·ma deans would 
they be if they were to deny that there wete 
serious problems in U.S.M.7 It is now so evident 
that there have bNn promotions of many who, 
though "qualified", are at the same time 
dearly weaker academics than their colleagues 
not promoted. This is not to deny that there 
have also been promotions of some who, by 
popular assent, deserve it. 

And then there are some deans and deputies 
who are so junior in terms of servioe that they 
now administer schools which include their 
former leC1urers. Undeniably, some of these 
deans and their deputies may still emerge as 
capable administrators, though the chances 
of this are remote. And even If they do, it 
is at the very least, at the expanse of their 
own and unfortunately sometimes, the whole 
school's academic advanc:ement. And if acade· 
mic excellence is not the purpose of the univer· 
sity, then what is? 

The result of such appointments and pro· 
motions has, unfortunately, been frustration 
and a decline In morale among the staff, a 
serious drop in academic standards and wid· 
espr•d cynicism. Thus, even when there exist 
genuine opportunities for staff participation, 
the lecturen do not believe that the authori· 
ties are interested in their opinions. Consa· 
quently, several have left over the years. But 
the more impot'tllnt result is the malaise and 
lack of purpose, lplrt from graduating stu 
dents, that U.S.M. finds itself in today. 

Returning to our rumour, it concludes 
that no real-life dean or head of department 
would want to be identified as 10 blind and 
obliVIous to these problems. 

The second reason offered as to why these 
particular eleven choae to remain anonymous 
is because these very eleven ere among those 
who have benefitted moet from the system of 
patronage that Or. Kamal says has crept into 
the university. regardless of whether Dr. Kamal 
was party to Its creation or not. In other 
words, these are the people who would not 
be where they are if the major criterion for 
holding these positions was academic excellence 
and peer11roup rwpect. 

The creditability of this second rumour is 
corroborated to some extent by a third rumour 
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about soma senior, quite widely-r81pected and 
academically-able deans, who have reportedly 
clarified to close friends, that they are not 
among the eleven. And what are close friends 
for if not to spread rumours. Hence, this 
rumour is more easily verifiable. 

Now, the situation gets 1 little more com· 
plex with the fourth rumour. The issue here is 
not so much whether the deans end heads era 
real or phantom but that one or some of them 
are really unscrupulous. 

Aocording to this last rumour, the list of 
eleven includes some phantom and some rtal · 
life deans and even some "forged" signetures 
Apparently, some real·life deans did not really 
sign. Real crypto-stuff and certainly en unscru· 
pulous act. And if you think such rumours be
tray an "un-university-like" 1tmosphere, then 
you should read the surat layang that were being 
circulated. The people behind them, though not 
named, are not phantoms. But they are certainly 
psychopaths, to say the least. And if we ere su· 
pposed to believe what we read, there Is very li · 
ttle common-sense left in U.S.M. We should 
forget all about dedication to knowledge, truth 
or academic excellence. 

Fortunately for most people in U.S.M.,surat 
layang and rumours are to be taken for what 
they are worth. In the case of the deem and 
heads of departments, the eleven could be 
phantoms, real or unscrupulous frauds. 

Whatever the case, events over the past few 
montlu clearly show that it is no rumour that 
there are serious problems in U.S.M.: among 
them, a decline in academic standards; appoint
ment of Individuals ill·fitted to be deans; pro· 
motion of many who are weaker academics 
than their colleagues who have been by-passed; 
and above all, frustration, cynicism and decline 
in morale among the staff. Where hence U .S.M 7 

Eleven Phantom Lecturers 
Unlversltl Salns Malaysia 

Penang 

• • • • • 

PM And Public Rallies 

~e political turmoil in 
the Philippines, which stems directly from the 
injustice and unfairness perpetrated by Marcos' 
party, the massive fraud, the intimidation 
which denies the Filipino people the1r demo
cratic right to choose the candidates of their 
choice in the general elections. should be a 
lesson to all Malaysians. 

Although Malaysia has been fortunate that 
we have been spared the terrorism and violence 
which marked Filipino elections, peopla avery· 
where are outraged by injustice and foul play in 
general elections. I would therefore call on the 
Prime Mimster, Datuk Sari Dr. Mehathir 
Mohamad, to demonstrate not only to Malay· 
sians, but to the people throughout the world 
that Malaysia's general eleC1ions are conduC1ed 
In a dean, honest and fair manner. 

However, I accuse the Prime Minister. Datuk 
Seri Or. Mahathir Mohamad, of taking unfair 
advantage and abusing his official position in 
holding country-wide public rallies. This has to 
date been denied to all opposition parties. 

When the Prime Minister, Datuk Serl Or. 
Mahathir. started the first of his nation-wide 
tour in Seremban, I asked the DAP Negri Sem· 
bilan to epply to the Seremban police for a 
public rally to be held at the same spot, but this 
was rejeC1ed by the Police. We were not sure 
then that the Prime Minister hed a permit for his 
public rally for as far as we know, public rallies 
hed been banned by the Pollee since 1978. 
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We were surprised therefore when we cha· 
llenged the Prime Minister's holding of a pub· 
lie rally in Butterworth by applying for a court 
injunction to restrain 1he holding of the rally. 
the State Legal Adviser produced a police per· 
mit. To date, nobody in the Police or the Mini· 
stry of Home Affairs can explain how the Bu
tterworth Police can produce a police permit 
for a public rally when all public rallies were 
banned since 1978. 

There cannot be two laws in the country, 
one for the Barisan Nasional parties and the 
other for the Opposition. Either public rallies 
are banned for all parties, or they are permitted 
for all political parties. The Butterworth Polioe 
issued a police permit for the Prime Minister's 
public rally under SeC1ion 27 of the Polioe Act 
1967, which stated that any Police Officer in 
charge of a distriC1 shall issue • permit for a 
public rally unless he is satisfied that it is preju
dicial to the interest of public security or likely 
to excite a disturbance of the peace. 

A public rally is the cornerstone of the de· 
mocratic right of freedom of expression, alld 
the exercise of such a democratic right should 
not be construed as 'prejudicial to security or 
likely to excite a distu rbance of the peace'. 
Otherwise general elections and parliamentary 
democracy itself may as well be banned! 

To show that the 2M slogans of 'Leadership 
by Example' and 'Clean, Efficient and Thrust· 
worthy' are meaningful objectives of the Go
vernment, the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Home Affairs Minister or the Inspector-General 
of Police should immediately explain to all Ma· 
laysiam that public rallies are allowed not only 
for the Prime Minister and the Barisan Nasional, 
but all political parties. Otherwise, even before 
the next general elections is held, the Barisan 
Nasional and ruling parties are already playing 
foul and breaking the rules. 

Llm Klt Slang 
Secretary-General 

Democratic Action Party 

• • • • • 

lim Lian Geok's Reply To The Tunku 

I wish to rebut some 
serious points raised by the Tunku in an article 
dated 18 November 1985 in his regular column 
in The Star regarding the Chinese language con· 
ttoversy with the United Chinese School Tea· 
chers' Association of Malaysia (U.C.S.T .A.M.). 
In that article the Tunku categorically accused 
us of putting up a groundless oppositoon to tha 
Alliance, alluding to an "anti-Alliance move. 
ment". which is absolutely untrue and unwa· 
rranted. Although I have reached the ripe old 
age of 85, I have yet to learn to tolerate such a 
perversion of thi truth and i1 is imperative that 
the record should be set straight once and for 
all. 

This dates back to the 8 of November 1952 
when Chou Man Sha, Sha Yun Yeo and I, toga· 
ther representing the United Chinese School 
Teachers' Asso~tion of Malaya (U.C.S.T.A.M.) 
paid a visit to the Assistant High Commissioner, 
Donald Macgillivray. From him we learnt that 
tha reason for doing away with Chinese language 
wa~ that it was not an official language of Ma· 
lay e. 

What follows bears testimony to the rationale 
behind the struggle to demand the right to offi
cial status of Mandarin. The Chinese School sys· 
tam, the product of sweat and blood of the 
whole Chinese community, had by 1955 built 
up a total of more than 1200 primary schools 
and 50 secondary schools with a combined stu· 
dent population of more than 400,000 students. 



The UCSTAM. beirtg the highest official body 
representinll all the Cllin* Schools in the 
-unf.rY, dnmed ~he str.,99lafor Chill- educa
tion and the mail'lt&nan(l!l of its continued ex
istence nothing le. than its sacred duty. Thus 
the UCSTAM. during the occasion of dlt 2nd 
General Assembly of the UCST AM..UCSCAM in 
1953 put forward a proposal demanding there
cognition of Mandarin a' one of the official tan· 
guages in Malaya. In retrospect, this amounted 
to nothing more than •n act of self-preservation 
under the most trying circumstances and also 
under conditions beyond s111pect and without 
injury to any third party whatsoever. 

It wa• e bona fide and necessary action on 
our part to struggle to make Mandarin one of 
the official languaQes in Malaya in OTdor to pre
vent ttle dis.~]:lpearance of Cl'tinase sd'IC!ols from 
the Malayan scene. We l1ke to reiterate that our 
action wauelf·protectlveand meantto challenge 
nobody. Even if such 1 challenge did eKist it 
would have been intended more for the colo
nial government who possessed the adminis
trative clout to bludgeon us, than for the tooth· 
less Allianee whose fate was still hanging in the 
balance as the first Malayan General Election 
had not been held. 

During the very day of the "Malacca Talks", 
the Tunku personally appealed to the UCST AM· 
UCSCAM (DONG - JIAO ZONG) not to bring 
up the matter until the July 1955 General Elec
tion was ov!lr so as to muzzle the th•n arcll· 
enemy of the Alliance, Oato Onn Ja'•far, du
ring tha period of the election campaign to pre
vent !lim from engaging in politie$1 rumour
mongering 8nd slandering 11nder preteKt. VVe 
duly responded to Tunku's appeal by offering 
temporatfly not to brll'lg up the top1c of the 
official mna of Mandilrin. Wasn't thi1 an eK· 
pression of support tor Tunku? Why then the 
present volte face by the Tunku in accusing us 
of being "anti-Alliance"? 

The truth of the above tacit understanding 
and ·eleaion paC't' between us and the Tunku i:s 
easily ,ubstantiated by referring to the collated 
minutes taken by thll Alliance partner - MCA 
and which was personally approved by the 
Tunku himself, 

We rn<~de che necessary Sllcrifice to llelp 
Tuuku uul uf his stn~rtjacket with the genuine 
hope of slmllat gesture on his part ot e fljr and 
just treatment toward the Chinese schools viz. 
to get Mandarin recognised as on& of the offi· 
cial languages in Malav.. But lol When Tunku 
was politically entbtonod we were ·left in the 
hrrch. This brougllt about a detenoration in 
Chinese scl•ools, wor$8 than during the colo-
11ial days I The scenario tod<ly is one of the des
pondency and frustration among the Chinese 
community with regard to Chinese education. 

During the talks with Tunku at Malacca. 
I distributed a written transCl'ipt of my speech 
to all those present pointmg out the fact that 
English being a foreign l~nguage, did not quali· 
fy to be the "lingua frellCII" of Malaya. A local 
Malay<~n ettmic language should blf selected. 
Therefore tlw official languages should be, frm, 
the Malay language and .econdly. Mandarin. 
The p;!Ssage containing lnV IIS$ertion was read il· 
loud by Tur1k1..1 hi1T151!1f in the midst of our talks 
at Malacca. This is suHicre.nt to vindicate our 
stand opposing the coofllrill!J of official status 
to English. 

Regardinq the status of English as an official 
language, I would be very much obli!IBd to the 
Tunku it he would enlighten me regarding hi$ 
pmerence for • langua~ of .past CQlonial ser
vnude instead of languaves which •r• used by 
our bl'others .1nd sisters In our country. 

To t11ke up another p<lint by the runku, no· 
thing is farther from thR truth than hi~ state· 
ment: ''The UCSCAM..VCST AM had e('cept.ed 
the Alliance Manifesto during the "MJiacca 
Talks". How CQUid we purportedly have accept· 
ed the Alliance Manifesto during tile ''Malacca 

Talk.s" on the 12th. of January 1955 when 
the manifesto went to the ptess only on tile 
4th ur Juntt 19551 

By arbitrarily casting aspersion on our inte· 
g;lty and sincorltv by saying we "gave In'' and 
felt "guilty". the Tunku " in fact heaping a 
great Insult on us. I wish to impt'ess on the 
Tunku that it is e sacred duty of any community 
to struggle for Its just and demoCl'etic right$. I 
therefore demand that the Tunku retract both 
the insulting terms deeming them as error$ In 
usage and. devoid of any truthfulness in content. 
We also demand an apology ftom nim tor haY· 
lng arbitrarily u58d such derogatory terms. 

Ttle late Um Llan Geok 
Former Chairman of the United 

Chinese Sc:noot Tnc:hcrs• 
Association of Mai3Y5Ia 

••••• 

Council's Bungling 

O n 31. I .86. foUowmg 
tenders called which dosed on 24. t .86, the 
Majlis Perbandaran Pulau Pinang's "Jabatan 
Penllian" wrote to 58lected tenants of Coun· 
cit's 2.nd and 3rd Floor flats of its Burmah 
Road 4-storey business-cum.n!Sidential block. 
offering each e three-ye.ar lease at S400/· 
rentlll per rnonth. 

Hitherto, the rental, after the first tender 
three years earlier, was fixed at $350/ for the 
3td Floor and $400/· for the 2nd Floor units. 
Advantages of the 2nd Floor units over that of 
the 3rd Floor units are as follows: i) It hu an air 
well for drying clothes, ill Access is much easier 
since it is 16 steps lower, iii)lt has no leak pro
blems - the bane of 3rd Floor occupants being 
badly-leaking roofs during heavy rains. 

Accord1ng to reliable sour(;eS, other than the 
existing tenants on the 2nd Floor, most out
siders tendered for units on tills fl1)or at only 
between $250/ and $275/- (whicll is understan
dable in vi- of the current receaion and nasa
diving of property prices which so recently pro
mpted the POC to slash its asking prices for 
high-rise flats by 1IS much as 30 per cent). The 
Ol<lsting tenants, rather than feca dislocation 
tendered at $400/·, 

The MPPP. however. is arbitrarily smacking 
on a $50/-lnc.-e.ase on the 3rd Aoor tenants
raising the rental to $400/·, whicll, for the rea• 
lOllS given above, is grossly unfair. 

Worse. The Council seekl to make suet! in
Cf&eSe retroactive to Janu.orv. 1 986; at the same 
time demanding an uplift ot the thrM·mon1h 
m<~ndatory deposit ot $1 ,050/· with the MPPP 
by another $150/-. Cumulatively, therefore. it 
is now demanding payment of $600/· for this 
month. 

While the teniiJ'Icy "offee" is for three years, 
tenants are glven only ten days to ~pond, 
Other cond•tions of Council state that It the 
"offer" is not accepted, tenants would have to 
peacefully Vacilta and deliver up occupancy by 
28.2B6 failing which the proposed new rental 
will be charged at doubla-nte! Also, prior to 
vocatmg, tenenu would he~ve to pay $450/
rentaJ for the month of February, 1986 -
bolng $350/- + $50/- IJan.l and $50/· (Feb.) 
Increases! 

The Council IS ectirn.~ 11rrogantly and high· 
handedly partic:ula.rly •o when we ate in tha 
throes or such a severe rec;e51iol'l th&t avun quit 
rents generally have been c:ut down by ten per 
cent from "-nuary and when the newspapers 
are daily filled with 'house:s to let' at tel;luced 
rentlls! 

The unkindest cut of all 15 the faC't that two 
of the four tenants on the 3rd Floor who have 
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been offered ., new 3·year le.ue !including th• 
writarl, were the only original successful ten· 
derers three years' a!JO from among 21 non· 
bumis given the cllance to ballot for only two 
units of six advertised in a local English daily 
Jete In 1981 - suffering $350/· of ouT tender 
deposit to be "Vlthheld by the Council until the 
balloting on 3.7.821 The others vvere simply 
allotted their unitsl 

Just how bad tha1ituation is may be gauged 
from the fact tflat most of the ground floor 
shop tenants have moll8d away. 

The crux of the muter really iS' this: becau58 
of Co11ncil's lack of l!nforcement and inexpli
cable bungling in allowing some favoured U· 
nants to run up mlmy months of errNJS in rant, 
we are now being made the scapegoats. As 
evidenced by the fo.owing excerpt from the 
New Straits Ti mas (26,7 .83): 

...... the Cou11ril fumed down 011 appllca. 
tim1 to rent its prenrise:r in Jalan Burma for 
$2 ,500/ a morltlt tQ be used as Ofl toting pla~. 
But another applicant who offered a lower ,, 
rertf(t/ of $7,400/ was awarded the lease. 

Now, just how and where can we, the agg· 
rieved tenants, seek redress? 

Ng MoC!n Leong 
Chairman 

Jalan Surmah Municipal PropertY 
ResloenlS Assoclatlort 

Po nang 

• • • • • 

Understanding lslam 

-rere ar• many non· 
Muslim Malaysians, who would like to learn 
mon about Islam but we do not lcnow whom 
to approach. Unlike Christians end Buddhists, 
who prinl for free distribution pamphlets, 
books and otller reading maurials, Muslims do 
not have sucll publications to disseminate infor· 
matlon ilbout l$1am. One source ls book.s but 
manv suc:b books are bv aulhon from the West 
who have beoome MliSlims. There is nothing 
much one c:an gat from then authors 3$ they 
tend to be more Muslim than the Muslims are. 
An eKample to llhntr<Jte tha above point. Some 
time ago, I witn-ed a European couple who 
insbted that they be given chopsticks when •t· 
ing dticken rice whereas tt.e Chinll!ie heve dis· 
cardlld the use of chopstickl when taking 
chicken rice as they have found out that It is 
more convenient to use forks and spoons. Here 
is a cas41 of trvlng to be mor• Chinese' than tlut 
Chinece. 

A$ for the born MliSiim authors from India, 
Pakistan and lndonll$ia, one does not know If 
they <tre propagating che tight type of Islam or 

are daviation'ists. 
PerhaPS thtt Aliran Monthly can mrt a 

column on Islam. For a start. htt Dr. Chandra 
Muzaffar enlighten us as to why he embraced 
Islam. As far as I know to chango one's tarth js 

not an easy taSk. There must be something 
splendid and profour.dly appealing whic:b he 
found in Islam. Let us hear from him as it Will 
broaden our views and dispel some misconcep· 
tiom about Islam. When Malaysians learn mora 
about Islam. they will understand one an()thlll' 
bllttet. 

Chan Ktrn eoon 
Ptnong 

• The queries wlllch you hiJl't! ftlised in yout 
It ue; will be dealt wiffr in a Jiltl!re iYSUe tJf dre 
Monfflly. We urt· SOfT}' tl!at ttme does nor per
mit Dr. QlonclrQ to respond o t this poi/11. 
Etlitor. 



REPORT 

As readers are aware we applied for poHcl! 
permits to hold public rallies on 16th & 23rd 
Marth 1986 (see Alirmr Mootlzly February/ 
Mardt• VoL VI· No.2). but both our 
opplicatiom were wmed down. We consider 
this a denial of 3 basic rights contained in 
the Comri tution. 

PUBLIC 
RALLIES: 

1. thl' right to asremblc: 
2. tlte right to orgm1ise '_ che nght to orgm1isc 

public opinion through a public roUy; 
3. the right of expression. 

OUR 
RIGHT 

DE lED We produce statements mode by Alirart 
officwls in resport~e to the go~·emment's 
al!tiOil, 

We regret that our application for a 
licence to hold a public rally on 

16-3-86 in PEnang has been rejected 
by the O.C.P D. Georgetown without 
<JOY reason be1ng given. An appeal has 
been submitted to the Chief Police 
Officer, Penang and we hope that fair 
play will prevail. 

In the meant1me, Aliran has been 
denied the opportunity of explaining 
many lfTlPQrtant ISSUes to the general 
public who are in considerable con
fusion over current developments in 
the nat1on. This denial of the basic 
freedom of assembly is obviously a great 

• 0 n 3rd March Aliran submiued an 
appl1..3' on for a police permit to 

hotd a public rally at the Selangor Club 
Padang on Sunday 23rd March. Regret
fully the application has been turned 
down in a letter rece1ved from the police. 
The reason g1ven was that the rally would 
be held in an open and public place. 

Seen against a backdrop of open and 
public rallies which the Prime Mtntster 
has been holding in numerous places 
around the country one cannot avoid 
concluding that despite guarantees of 
equality before the law the reality 
remains that 10 application certain laws 
have different standards for different 
people. The implications of this are 
significant. 
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obstruction to Aliran's role of educating 
and spreadtng soc1al consccousness arnong 
our peopte. It stands out in glaring 
contrast to the series of rallies that the 
rrime Mimster has lately been holding 
in every corner of the land with all the 
advantages and facilities of his office. 

In mid-1959 the T unku resigned as 
Prime Mimster for 3 months in order to 
campaign publicly on behalf o1 the 
Alliance shortly before the Gt:neral 
Elections were held. With his innate 
sense of honour. Tunku did not wish 
to involve the office of Prime Minister 
in political contention Unfonunately 

our Prime Mintster today appears to 
be unimpressed with such a fine dis
tinction between party politics and 
national leadersh·p. At the same time 
mdtvtduars and groups holding rnde· 
pendent _views on public affairs are 
unable to obtain Police licences to com· 
municate their vrews an open public 
gatherings. 

Let all Malaysians who value JUStice 
and freedom draiJ\ their own conclusions 

Gan Teik Chae 
Hon. Secretory 

L 
First, the exercise of double standards 

by the government cannot in any way 
help to dispel the dilemma of credibility 
which the present _government is facing. 
If anythmg rt only shows up the hollow
ness of such national ~logans as "'Lear!er
ship by Example" and "Clean. Efflc1ent 
and Trustworthy", particularly when one 
considers the moral flavour ot Sttch 
phrases. One should understand that 
words cannot be separated from deeds. 

Second, tt should be recognised that 
public rallies can also be educational and 
is one of the most effective ways in which 
ideas and opinions can be presented to 
the public. Since the government already 
has a monopoly over the mass media and 
has reserved for itself the right to hold 
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public rallies while denying others of h. 
one can surmise that &he government 
feels it has greater authority over truth 
- hence the opinJOns of others need not 
be given the same exposure. Such action 
is not the mark of a democratic govern· 
ment. Indeed af ·here is to be genuine 
acceptance and respect tor the govern· 
mem's views then let it be earned through 
fair, Clpen and public debate. No one 
cheers for a football team that wins 
because the referee is on its side. 

In view of this and in view of pending 
elections Aliran calls for the lifting of 
the ban on public rallies and for there to
be more balanced access to !he media 

Tol\g Veng Wye 
Executive Committee Member 



HUMAN FILE 

'' edicare'' 
in Rural Sabah~-

It Is easy to be blind to the realities 
surrounding us, not to see suffering and pain 

procession ahead of our lLusu 
verted our attention from the 
pah leaves that are aplenty on 

both sides of the rocky yet narrow 
path leading to Marudu Bay. A simple 
procession - four muscular men, shirt
less, seem to be carrying a body on a 
stretcher of guni sacks stretched across 
poles. A fEolw children tag behind Two 
adults are a few steps behind the children, 
one in a nurse's uniform and the other 
still in farm clothes. 

"What's that - someone matikah?", 
l say to my companions, cornprisin9 of 
my colleague Jannie, an enumerator and 
the driver. Jannie and 1 are both emplo
yed by a research institute and we are 
at l<ota Marudu (a northern district 
of Sabah) for question<:ures testing and 
verifying the sampling frame for our 
project on poverty in Sabah. The 
"1-don't-know" reply from Jannie some
how made me signal to the driver to 
stop. I cannot contain my curioshy 
anymore, I needed to find out more 
about the ritual before my eyes. 

A pale-looking wornan in lier early 
twenties is on the stretcher. Still breath
ing? My assumption is wrong. "What 
happened?" I ask the nurse, while my 
other friends chat in native Kadazan to 
the rest of the group. "Oh,'' the nurse 
replies, "dia ada malaria". "Mungkin 
:~da...... apa itu ...... jaundeeez juga'', 
she adds apologetically. My reaction of 
"aiyo, kesian dia! '' receives no feedback 
from the nurse, but instead, the patient 

pain-stakingly lifts her head a few inches 
to peep at her intruders. 

I ask the nurse more questions I 
learn that the nearest rural dispensary 
is at Tandek Town, about seven or 
eight miles away from where we are 
stationed now, and the journey bY 
foot takes more than two hours. The 
group is heading there. 

It is now very clear that the woman's 
condition will become worse if the 
group continues walking on. Further
more, the sun ls already setting_ And 
so, Jannie, Claud~a (the enumerator) 
and myself offer ow seats to the nurse, 
th.e sick woman and her husband - and 
we seat ourselves comfortably at the 
back of the trooper. 

As the lsuzu speeds on, the nurse 
informs us that the woman had, at noon 
time, given birth to a premature baby. 
Her first born. She lost the seven-month
old baby. For the rest of the journey, I 
remain motionless - too upset by this 
piece of news and also disturbed by my 
disorganized thoughts. 

The government claims that the 
rural popu lation today are able to enjoy 
amenities and opportunities provided by 
the various ministeries and departments. 
But development is manifested in high
rise buildings, condominiums, exotic 
cars on our roads, the designer-label 
stuff our shops sell. 

It is easy to be blind to t he realities 
surrounding us, not to see suffering and 
pain as in the case of the woman whom 
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we happen to meet by circumstance at 
Kampung Ongldlan. The daily media 
flashes news of developmental program· 
mes being carried out, the improvement 
of sanitary conditions, and headlines that 
boast of "more rural dispensaries and 
district hospitals" for the state of Sabah 
and Sarawak. Why then is this woman 
from Kampung Ongkilan, in rural Kota 
Marudu, deprived of basic health faci
lilies? Why are her kampung folks depriv
ed of even a vehicle to move about? 
The ''WHYS" are all forming in my 
head. 

About half an hour later, we arrive 
at the Tandek dispensary. The door is 
locked. The nurse rests the sick woman 
on a wooden bench erected at the edge 
of the verandah, oblivious to our des
perate looks. Perhaps she has seen such 
looks too often. 

As we are leaving, I turn to the nurse 
and ask her, "Don't you have an ambu
lance or any vehicle for an emergency 
case like this?" 

''We have one only, but the Hospital 
Assistant has taken it to Kudat for a 
meetjng. He will be back any minute 
now", she replies. 

My thoughts begin to wander off 
again ........ to the numerous kampungs 
we have passed in our air-conditioned 
trooper, kampungs rnuch farther in than 
Kampung Ongkilan, What would happen 
to an emergency case then? • 

Carol Yong 
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Controversl Negara 

Peristiwa 
Kampung Memali 
Renr.t:~na ini adalah memorandum Part!' 

Islam SeMalay:ria mengenai peristiwo KampWJg 
Memoli kepada YAB Perdana Menter/. Alfran 
mcnerbltkannya tupa)la pandangan PAS 
menge11oi perl:rtiwa tersebut dapat 
dikemukDkan Al'pada orang ramai. Akon 
tetopl pendlrian-pendiri.an yang terkDndung 
tidal.: semestinya mewola1i pendirian Aliran 
sendiri. - Pilwk Redoksi. 

P 
eristiwa Kampung Memali 
telah disifatkan oleh Y AB 
Timbalan Perdana Menteri 
Datuk Musa Hitarn dalam 
kenyataannya di Parlimen se· 

bagai sejarah hitam bagi negara ini 
Peristiwa itu berpunca dari satu operasi, 
yang dinamakan Operasi Angkara, yang 
dilancarkan oleh polis ke atas penduduk· 
penduduk di Kampung Memall yang 
mengakibatkan 18 orang mati dan ber
puluh-puluh orang cedera. serta penanah· 
an beratus·ratus orang. Kesemua yang 
ditahan kini dibebaskan kecuali 36 
orang yang telah ditahan dl bawah 
Akta Keselamatan Dalam Negeri (ISA). 

Sepertimana yang diumurnkan oleh 
Y AB Timbalan Perdana Menteri. operasi 
itu dljalankan dengan bertujuan untuk 
menangkap atau menghapuskan penjena
yah. S1apakah penjenayah yang hendak 
dihapuskan oleh polis itu? Adakah AI
Marhum al-syahid Ustaz Ibrahim Mah
mood dianggap sebagai penjenayah? Apa
kah buktinya? 

Memang benar AI-Marhum al-syahid 
dikehendaki di bawah ISA. Tetap1 apakah 
1a dikehendaki kerana jenayah. apakah 
keraM beliau memiliki senjata haram 
di dalam kawasan keselamatan? Mengapa 
beliau dikehendaki di bawah ISA? 

Beliau mungkin dikehendaki oleh 
i<erajaan di bawah ISA kerana atasan
afasan biasa yang sel?lu digunakan oleh 
kerajaan untuk menahan ahli-ahll dan 
~mimpin parti pembangkang atau orang
orang yang tidak sehaluan dengan kera]a
an, iai tu tuduhan mengancam keselamat· 
an negara dengan kegiatan memecah
belahkan masyarakat Islam dan sebagai
nya. 

Tuduhan-tuduhan dijadikan alasan 
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Peristiwa Kampung Memati ..... ..sejarah hltam bagi negara ini . 

yang tidak pernah dlbuktikan kebenaran
nya. Orang yang dituduh tidak mernpu
nyai apa-apa hak untuk mempersoalkan 
tuduhan yang dilemparkan kepadanya. 
Walau pun kerajaan berkata ia tidak 
mengambil tindakan itu dengan se
wenang-weoangnya, tetapi apakah ke
rajaan dapat pastikan setiap orang 
yang menjalankan kerja-kerja yang ber
kaitan dengan penahanan seseorang dari
pada informer kepada Menteri Dalam 
Negeri benar-benar tidak menyalahguna
kan kuasa mereka? Jika kerataan yakin 
laporan mereka benar belaka dan ke
putusan Menteri Datarn Negeri JUga 
benar, rneogapa pula takut dibicarakan, 
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mengapa pula hak yang tertuduh dinafi
kan? Menqapa tertuduh tidak dibenar 
kan berhuJjah. mengapa ia ditahan dan 
atas kcsalahan apa serta bertentangan 
dengan undang·undang mana' 

Jika terwduh dihukum lanpa bicara, 
ditahan tanpa mengetahu1 sebab-sebab 
ia ditahan, dipaksa berptsah dengan 
keluarga dan disekat kebebasannya tanpa 
mengetahui mengapa ia dikenakan tinda
kan demikian, tidakkah ini akan me
nimbulkan rasa t idak puashati kepada· 
nya? Adalah biasa baginya harus merasai 
ia dJzalimi, dianiayai dan ditindas tanpa 
bukti dan di dalam keadaan yang sangat 
tertekan. 



Keadaart ini berlaku keatasAI-Marhum 
al-syahid Ustaz Ibrahim Mahmof.lrl SP.
dangkan Ia tahu bahawa sejak pulang ke 
tanahair kegiatannya hanya menerangkan 
Islam dan menyebarka'l perjuangan Islam. 
Adalah benar jika ia merasakan bahawa ia 
dikehendakl kerana bellau menyebarkan 
Islam dan perjuangan Islam. Kerana ke
yakinan lni apakah wajar baginya menye
rah diri7 

Mengikut Islam, bcliau boleh memitih 
dua ]alan iai1u ROKHSAH dan AZIMAH. 
Ia boleh menyerah diri dan boleh berta
han dan sekiranya mati ia mari syahid Pi
lihan inilah yang dibuatnya, dan pilihan 
lni dikira lebih afdh11l di dalam Islam. 

Langkah yang diambll oleh beliau ti
dak salah dari segi Islam. Ia tidak. salah 
untuk merasai seperti yang dirasanya, ke
rana kerajaan yang hendak menahan be
liau tidak pernah membed sebab mengapa 
beliau hendal( ditahan. beliau berhak me
rasakan bahawa bellau hendak ditahan 
kerana mentalankan kegiatan Islam dan 
menyebarkan risalah perjuangan Islam. 
Kerana beliau tidak menjalankan kegiatan 
yang Jain daripada kegiatan itu setak pu
lang dari luar negeri. 

Tetapi kerajaan tidal<. sanggup membuat 
tuduhan kepadanya dan membuktikan tu
duhan-tuduhan ke atas beliau di hadapan 
mahkamah untul< diadili secara saksama 
sekiranya kegiatan beliau selama ini salah. 
Bukankah in! merupakan tanda kezaliman 
dan tanda kerajaan takut kepada kebena
ran? 

Kera}aan menuduh beliau penyebar 
agama sesat. Sesa1 oari segi mana dan 
sesat mengikut pandangan siapa? Sesat 
dari segi Islam atau sesat dari segi pan
dangan YAB Perdana Menteri atau Tim
balannya atau dari sudut pandangan 
UMNO? Pun segala tuduhan ini lidak di
buktik.an di mahkamah. Sedang negara 
menerusi Jabatan Agama mempunyai oer
aturan dan proses undang-undang untuk 
bertindak ke atas penganut dan penyebar 
agama sesat. Mengapa kerajaan tidak me
matuhi peraturan ini? Jika kerajaan ada 
bukti bahawa Al-Marhum al-syahid peng
anut dan penyebar agama sesat, adakah 
mana-mana peruntukan undang·undang 
yang membolehkan beliau dan murid
rouridnya oihllkum tenbak hingga mati, 
tanpa memerlukan lagi proses kehakiman? 
Tidakkah ciengan tindakan rnembunuh 
Ustaz Ibrahim Mahmood dan penduduk 
Kampung Memali , dengan tuduhan beliau 
penganut ayama sesat dan tanpa menerusi 
proses kehaklman, rr,enunjukkan bahawa 
negara ini sedang dltadbirkan mengikut 
hawa nafsu? 

Seterusnya beliau dituduh sebagai 
orang yang rnelindungi penjenayah yang 
sangat dlkahendaki oleh polis, iaitu Yusof 
Che Mi1 dan Ramli Che Mit. Menurut la
poran darlpada taha"an-tahanan yang cfi· 
bebaskan batrawa sebolum serangan dila
kukan merekc diminta menyerahkan 

orang-orang yang dikatakan pen]enayah 
lt11 Tet:ipi mereka tidak ada di situ dan 
tidak ada penjenayah yang sedang diberi 
pe(tindungan oleh AI-Marhum al-syahid 
Ustaz Ibrahim Mahmood. Mengapa beliau 
dan orang-orang kampung terusditembak, 
sedangkan penjenayah yang dicari tidak 
ada? Lebih menghairankan, Ramll Che 
Mit yang dikatakan penjenayah itu, sete
lah ditangkap, tidak pula dibicarakan se
bagai penjenavah mengikut undang-un
dang jenayah. Sebaliknya Ia ditahan di ba
wah ISA. Sudah gugurkah tuduhan J8na
yahnya itu.setelah al-syahid Ustaz Ibrahim 
dibunuh? Kalau tidak ada tuduhan jena
yah l<e atasnya, mengapa pula ditahan di 
bawah I SA? Sandiwara yang sedang dila
kunkan oleh kerajaan lni menuntukkan 
tanda-tanda kezaliman belaka. 

Alasan-alasan di dalam tindakan kera
iaan terhadap AI-Marhum al-syahid Ustaz 
Ibrahim Mahmood dan murid-murldnya 
berpindah-pindah darl alasan Jenayah ke
pada alasan dharurat dan akhirnya kepada 
alasan mengancam keselamatan negara. 
Seramai 36 orang telah ditahan di bawah 
ISA. Alasan-alasan berplndah ini menun
jukkan bahawa kerajaan tidak mempunyai 
satu pun alasan yang kukuh dan meyakin
kan untuk tlndakan itu. Kerajaan seolah
olah bertindak dahulu dan kemudian me
raba-raba mencari alasan untuk meyakin 
orangramai mengenai tlndakan kerajaan 
di dalam peristiwa Memali itu. AlasarNlla
san kerajaan termasuk penayangan video 
bertukar men)adi propaganda murahan 
untuk menghalalkan satu tindakan yang 
paling kejam ke atas rakyat di dalam seja
rah negara k ita. 

T ernyata bahawa tindakan polis dan 
Kementerian Dalam· Negeri di dalam peri
stlwa Memali itu menimbulkan berbagai
bagai pertanyaan untuk dijawab oleh ke
rajaan. Alasan-alasan yang diberikan 
bukan saha1a tidak meyakinkan, tetapi 
juga berbentuk propaganda yang gagal 
sama sekali m~mbawa keadilan kepada 
mereka yang terbunuh, rnereka yang di
tahan dan dipenjarakan di bawah ISA. 

Demi keadilan, kami merninta VAB 
Perdana Menteri supaya menjalankan pen
yiasatan yang rapi mengenal perkara lni , 
Sekurang-kurangnya untuk membersih
kan dhamir dan nurani Y AB Per dana 
Menteri sebaga1 orang yang memikul tang
gungjawab pentadbiran negara. Tidak me· 
madai Y AB bergantung kepada laporan 
polis setelah tindakan itu dilakukan. 

Bag I kami, sudah tentu kami mengha
rapkan satu penjelasan yang lebih nyata, 
adll dan penyerlahan kebenaran secara se
benarnya untuk menjaga maruah masya
rakat Malaysia dan kebersihan nurani me
reka yang menggambarkan kebencian ke
pada kezaliman. penindasan dan keke
Jaman. 

Langkah-langkah dan tlndakan tldak 
wajar yang diambil oleh kerajaan l<e atas 
rakyat di dalam peristlwa Kampung 
Memali dan kezaliman yang nyata dengan 
menahan seseorang tanpa dibuktikan ke
salahnnya, sudah pasti akan mengakibat
kan kesan yang buruk kepada negara lni 
dan ianya sangat jelas merupakan per
buatan yang mengancam keselamatan dan 
kesejahteraan rakyat. 

Berdasarkan kepada hakikat dan ke
nyataan di atas, maka dengan ini PAS 
rnenuntut: 
• Kerajaan menubuhk.an sebuah Suru

hanjaya Di Raja yang berkecuali dan 
berwibawa dengan seberapa segera 
untuk menyerlah kebenaran di seba· 
Ilk peristiwa Memali 

• YAB Datuk Musa Hltarn yang ber
tanggungjawab hingga tercetusnya 
peristiwa berdarah dl Memali itu me
letakkan jawa(an sebagai Timbalan 
Perdana Menteri Dalam Negeri. 

e Mereka y~··~ di tahan di bawah ISA 
akibat peristiwa Memali itu dibebas
kan tanpa syarat dengan segera atau 
dibawa secepa-c mungkin ke mahka
mah pengadilan. 

Akhirnya sambutlah salam hormat dari 
kami, semoga Allah swr memberi petun
}uk kepada kita semua supaya kita sentla
sa berada di ialan Nya yang lurus • 

The only newspaper that speaks to itt readers without fear or favour. 
While AI iran may not subscribe to all its views, we nevertheless commend 
it highly for its courage and commitment. 
Available daily at the newsstand at 35 sen. 
F01 further details contact Tel: 371013 & 374717. 
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(PART 2) 

We continue below with more highlights of the 
BMF Scandal in the form this time of extracts from 
the Special Briefs and from the leading Speech of 
the Parliamentary Opposition Leader last March. 

Excerpt 6 

CONCERTED PLAN TO 
PURCHASE GAMMON HOUSE 
(From pgs 112- 115 Special Brief Part 1) 

"2.16 (9) (b) The sequence of events 
described above show that Bumiputra 
Malaysia Finance Berhad released the 
first sum of US$10 million to Plessey 
Investments Ltd. on the request made 
by George Tan in his letter of 17-12-70 
(Exhibit 23) to Ibrahim Jaatar represen
ting that following the vish of the Minis
ter of Finance (Tengku Razaleigh Ham
zah) he had agreed to act as agent for 
the Malaysian Government to acqu ire 
Lap Heng Building. This first release 
was not used for the deposit for the 
purchase of Lap Heng Building as stated 
by Georoe Tan. Lap Heng Bui lding was 
purchased by the Malaysian Government 
on 14-2-80 and the full purchase price 
was paid directly by me Malaysian 
Government. 
(c) The second release was a sum of 

US$32 million This was made on 
9-1-80 to Plessey Investments Ltd. 
and out of this sum, approximately 
US$20 million was used to pay the 
1 0% deposit for the purchase of 
Gammon Hause by Extrawin. 

Investment Clients 

(d) George Tan in his affidavit of 4-3-85 
(See paragraph 3.6 (5} (c) below) 
allegl!d that these two releases were 
in fact the initial capital of the 
overseas investors (customers of the 
merchant banking arm of Bank 
Bumiputra (Ml Bhd.) who had agreed 
to invest with George Tan on a long 
term basis in Hong Kong. Ibrahim 
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Ja'afar, In his interview with Chooi 
Mun Sou could not deny this state
ment. 

(e) By 22/2/80, Bumiputra Malaysia 
Finance Ltd had released a total 
of US$192 million to Plessey Invest
ment Ltd. without any securitY 
or any proper Board Resolution or 
loan documentation. The releases 
were treated as money market loans, 
a facility normally granted to other 
finance Institutions and only very 
occasionally to well established non
financial corporations. This was the 
policy of Bank Bumiputra (M) Bhd. 
and was confirmed hy all t he direc
tors of Bank Bumiputra (M} Bhd. 
interviewed by the Committee. 
Plessey Investments Ltd. was and 
still is a Hongkong $2/- company 
incorporated a month before the 
first release was made and whose 
beneficial ownership is currently 
in doubt. 

Major Shareholder 

(f) A possible logical explanation for 
this "lending'' of such a large sum 
as a money market Loan is that 
there was a placernent of overseas 
assets by these investors with Bank 
Bumiputra {M) Bhd as alleged 
by George Tan in his affidavit of 
4-3-85. However, the Committee 
has not been able to confirm this 
allegation. Another possible explana
tion is !hat Bank Bumiputra (M) 
Bhd. was in fact the major share
holder of Plessey Investments Ltd. 
as alleged by George Tan in his 
letter of 3-11-82 (EX.1) to Ibrahim 
Jaafar to which there was no 
reply ........... . 
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(i) In view of the above, the Commit
tee is of the opinion that the releases 
totalling US$292 million to Plessey 
Investments Ltd were not simply a 
loan as asserted by Ibrahim Jaafar. 
These releases were made to Plessey 
Investments Ltd for the purpose 
of financing the objectives of the 
Concerted Plan which included the 
purchase of Gammon House. 

The allegation of George Tan, that 
Bank Bumiputra (M) Bhd. was the major 
shareholder of Plessey Investments Ltd. 
is yet to be refuted and it does not 
totally contradict his further allegation 
of George Tan in his a"fidavit of 4-3-85 
when he said " ........ the 9 customers ...... 
they became and still ·emain beneficial 
owners of a 54% interest in Plessev 
Investments Ltd ....... " 

Excerpt 7 

JOHORE BAHRU CITY 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
(From pgs 281 - 282 Special Brief 
Part II) 

"33.3(4} (a) On 5-8-82, George Tan 
wrote 2 letters to Dr Rais Saniman 
(Exhibit. 316) outlining the proposed 
project entitled "Johore Bahru Citv 
Development". The joint venture partners 
were stated to be UMNO and the State 
of Johore. The State Government was 
to make available approximately 10 
acres of land in the town centre of 
Johore Bahru with a proposed total 
building area in the r~gion of 4 million 
sq. ft. George Tan also enclosed suppor
ting information relating to the proposed 
project. Copies of the letters were e.><· 
tended to Data Musa Hitam and 4 other 
executives of Carrian. 



Commercial Complex 

(b) John A. Marshall {Managing Director, 
Carrian Group) stated to the Com
mittee when referring to the question 
on Malaysian interest in Grand 
Marine Holdings Ltd (Exhibit 317) 
confirmed that reference was made 
to Malaysian interest in Grand 
Marine Holdings Ltd. John A. Mar
shall also stated that there was a 
scheme to construct in Johore a 
large commercial complex incorpora
ting a convention centre for which 
"concept" drawings had been pre
pared which if it was to go ahead 
finance had to be found. He said that 
G€orge Tan who was keen on the 
concept was indicating that the fund
ing of this finance would be done by 
Carrian Investments Ltd and Malay
sian interests. However, this project 
did not get off the ground. 

{5) Conclusion 

We find that the explanation given by 
Mohd. Ariffin bin Mohd. Yusoff to be 
unacceptable. He has clearly received a 
benefit (of Ringgit $1.5 million friendly 
loan) from George Tan·using the funds 
of the Carrian Group which were sourced 
from the ''free flowing'' Loans given by 
Bumiputra Malaysia Finance Ltd, with
out any consideration. George Tan's 
reference to the sum was that it was a 
deposit for the Johore project. In the 
light of this we are of the view that the 
authorities in Malaysia and in Hong 
Kong should investigate further into 
this matter.'' 

In a recent letter, the Mentri Besar 
of Johore has stressed that neither the 
State Government nor UMNO Johore 
have appointed any ayent to act for 
them with regard to the abovementioned 
project. 

Excerpt 8 

$97 MilLION LOAN TO 
CARRIAN INVESTMENTS 
{From pgs 367 - 368 Special Brief 
Part II) 

"41.5 The "Loan" of US$97 million 
purportedly to Carr ian Investments Ltd 
but received by Carriaf'l Holdings ltd 
through Carrian Investments L1d in our 
opinion was not a genuine loan. The 
diffenng records of Caman Invest· 
ment Ltd and Carrian Holdings ltd 
and Bentley Ho's request to BumipU1ra 
Malaysian Finance Ltd to "transfer' 
the Carrian Investment Ltd loans to 
Carrian Holdings Ltd which was complied 
with by Bumlputra Malaysia Finance 
Ltd but which Carrian Holdings Ltd did 
not effect m its own records confirm this 
view. Like the releases of the two series 

of "Loans" of US$138 million and 
US$100 million, the release and use 
of this sum of US$97 million in our 
opinion was tantamount to THEFT. 

Loans= Theft 

41.6 All the money market Loans 
reported in this Special Brief Part II 
need special mention. Ibrahim Jaafar 
has maintained that no Board approval 
was needed for money market Loans. 
We do not accept this. The money 
market Loan of US$1 00 mi Ilion to the 
5 Borrower companies, first approved 
by Dr. Rais Saniman verbally was subse
quently approved by a Board resolution. 
On record it is clear that Ibrahim Jaafar 
was in breach of his duties in releasing 
money market Loans without Board 
approvals. However, we are of the view 
that for this period under review the 
pattern of Loan releases has developed 
to such an extent that it was quite a 
normal or usual practice for lbrahim 
Jaafar to take instructions verbally from 
Lorrain Esme Osman, Data Hashim 
Shamsuddin or Dr. Rais Saniman to 
release large sums to George Tan and 
the Carrian Group or other George Tan 
nominated companies without any for
malities. We therefore take the view 
that the Board has thrown out the 
approved limits of powers of the Board 
and management and acted in ·a casual 
and ad hoc basis in respect of "Loan" 
releases to George Tan and the Carrran 
Group and George Tan nominated 
companies. We have not been able to 
establish whether Ibrahim Jaafar in 
fact received verbal approvals from mem
bers of the Board of Bumiputra Malaysia 
Finance Ltd to release these money 

Dr. Nawawi: reported regularly and directly 
to the Prime Minister. 
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market loans. Many of these money 
market loans, in our opinion were not 
genuine and amounted to THEFT ...... , ..... 

Further Investigations 

41 .9 The several payments to Malay. 
sians and Malaysian companies reported 
in this Special Brief Part II require 
further investigation by the Police or the 
appropriate Anti-Corruption Agency ...... 

41.11 The dealings of Lorrain Esme 
Osman. Data Hashim Shamsuddin, Dr. 
Rais Saniman, Ibrahim Jaafar and the 
staff of Burniputra Malaysia Finance 
Ltd. through their respective holding 
companies in Carrian Investments Ltd 
shares and warrants and Grand Marine 
Holdings Ltd shares need to be further 
investigated, as all these dealings ilflflP.il· 

r~d to have been carried out in close 
association with George Tan and the 
Carrian Group. 

The 2 "Gifts'' of one million Carrian 
Investments Ltd shares on each occasion 
made by George Tan to the staff of 
Bumiputra Malaysia Finance Ltd needs 
further investigation by the Anti-Cor
ruption Agency as they may amount 
to corrupt practice" .. , ........ .. . 

Excerpt 9 

RESPONSIBILITY OF 
PRIME MINISTER 
{From speech of Parliamentary Oppo
sition Leader in Dewan Rakyat on 
11-3-86) 

"Jt is clear from the Scandal Master 
Plan, the Bank Negara Governor cmd Fi
nance Minister had been excluded from 
the centre of things, and the entire affair 
was handled by Dr. Nawawi, who report· 
ed regularly and directly to the Prime 
Minister, and possibly a third person, 
Tun Ismail Ali former Bank Negara 
Governor and Chairman of PNB, which 
hold 70% controlling share of BBMB 

In his letter to the Prime Minister , 
Tan Sri Azlz Taha tried to raise the 
alarm. On 'Financial Impact on Bank 
Bumiputra Accounts' the then Bank 
Negara Governor wrote. 

Alarm Raised 

'In the light of these problems, it is 
necessary to make an assessment (though 
tentative at this point of time) of the 
Financial Impact on Bank Bumiputra's 
ll.ccounts should these problem loans 
become irrecoverable Based on unaudi
ted accounts for the year ended Decem· 
ber 31, 1982, BMF made a net profit 
after tax of HK$20.9 million. It had 
made a provision of HK$100 million 
for bad debts for the same year. The 
profit for 1982 was arrived at mainly 
because interest charges on the three 
problem loans were taken to Income 
account. Since the three borrowers were 
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facerl wlth liquidity problems and have 
not only rescheduled their tlebts but 
also stopped paying the interest. the 
.stanaard banl;ing practice is to suspend 
the interest and not to recognise it as 
Income. On this basis. BMFL would 
incur a l&nJe loss for •he year ended 
December 31, 1982. As the interest 
Income of these problems loans is app· 
roxirnately HK$600 million, a loss of 
about HK$600 million (about M$170 
million) would completely wipe out 
BMFL's shareholder funds and con· 
sequently affect seriously the financial 
position ol Bank Bumiputra as tha 
parent of BMFL' •.....•... 

Discussing Accounts 

The Bank Negara Governor ended 
with request for an appolntrnent to 
discuss with the Prime Minister 'the 
BMF affair and the question of llow 
to deal with the accounts of the Bank 
Bumipu1ra Group Taking into considera
tion requirements of Company law, 
banking law, accounting practice, and 
posslble repercussions from these pro
blem loans as far as the public is con
cerned.' 

It is indeed most shockin9 that the 
Bank Negara Governor had been reduced 
to a position where he had to ask for 
an appointment with the Prime Minister 
to discuss how to present the annual 
accounts of a Bank I do not blarne the 
Governor, for clearly he does not have the 
political power of the Prime Minister ...... . 

No Courage 

From the 1982 Accounts of BBMB 
and BMF as published, it is clear that 
TAn Sri Azlz Taha's views had not mat· 
tered. When the integrity of the office of 
Bank Negara Governor was compromised, 
Tan Sri Aziz Taha should have resigned
and through this courageous act. he 
could possibly have helped avert the 
colossal tosses which we eventually 
suffered and also restore back to tt1e 
Governor's office the respect and cre
dibility It is entitled to. 

As the Prime Minister had abused 
his powers in virtually excluding 
the Bank Negara Governor and the 
Finance Minister in the handling of 
the BM F scandal, removing all 
the ex ternal controls and limi ta
tion on the 88MB and the BMF 
so that m the last phase of the 8MF 
Scandal, the 88MB and BMF 
Managements took part in a con
spiracy to defraud, criminal breach 
of trust and aiding and abetting in 
the co,;,mission of theft of public 
funds the Prime Minjster must 
bear 'full responsibility for this 
shocking turn of events." • 

Alinn Moathly April/May 1986 

CURRENT COMMENT 
A record of Aliran's complete press statements 

made in the preceding months 

BMF: The Government's About-tum 

Tnere is no valid rea
son why the BMF final report, wgether 
with several briefs. cannot be tabled in 
Parliament as pan of a Command Paper 
(or White Paper). 

The 18 volumes that comprise the 
1075- page Report is not a problem. 
After all, 20 volume studies of ethnic 
riots have been tabled in the Indian 
Parliament. Even in our own case, a 718 
page report on Bank Rakyar was tabled 
in Parliament on 21 June 1979. It was 
appended to the Command Paper on 
Bank Rakyat. Aliran would like to know 
why the same thing cannot be done with 
the BMF report? 

It has been suggt~sted that unlike Bank 
Rakyat the Governmen t cannot take 
responsibility for the BMF report since 
it was prepared 'by somebody else'. 
Government leaders forget that the 
Bank Rakyat report was also produced 
by ·somebody else'. namely Price Wa1er
house & Company. a private accounting 
firm. Besides, the appointment of the 
Committee of Inquiry that prepared the 
BM F report was announced by none 
other than the Prime Minister himself on 
behalf of Bank Bumiputra And Bank 
Bumiputra, need less to say . is a govern
ment ban k. There is no way the govern
ment can wash its hands off the Report. 

Of course. some of the contents of 
the Report may not be palatable to 
certain government leaders. But that does 
not mean that the Report should not be 
tabled in Parliament. Some of the major 
recommendations of the Nahappan 
Report of 1968 on the workings of 
local authorities were not acceptable 1:0 

the Government but the Report was 
presented as a Command Paper none
theless. 

The real reason why th~ Government 
does not want to table the Report •n 
Parliament is something else. It does 
no1 want the Report to be protected 
bv Parliamentary privilege. Without 
parliamentarY privilege, the media would 
be somewhat reluctant to use materiafs 
from the Report which deal with the 
alleged involvement of individuals and 
institutions in the scandal for fear of 
being sued. Newspapers would be deterred 
from reproducing controversial extracts 
from the Report which might implicate 
certain personalities. 
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lo thi:. way then. the government 
will be able ta prevent the general papu· 
lation from tnowmg certain things .. hou1 
tht> BMF standal. It need hardly be 
emphasisoo that for the genf::ral popu
lation the really effective cllannels of 
information would bE 1he da I es, apart 
from Radio and Television. Since they 
may be apprehensive about carrviQJJ~ 

excerpts from the Report. the general 
publir: WOIJfd bt> kept in the dark. Only 
Members of Parliament and thuso who 
can afford to buy the 250 Ringgit Report 
would know all the details. 

Slnoo the media will not be able to use 
1he Report freely. newspapers and radio 
an(J television are bound to stick closely 
to the Government's White Paper and the 
Parliamentary proceedings in their write· 
ups. Indeed, it is significant that the 
Director General of lnformatior Services 
has sent a circular to newspapers and 
those In the electron ic media advising 
them not to veer from the Government 
White Paper in their news report~ 

Given the Government's obv ous lack 
of sincerity in its handling or the enlire 
BMF scandal, Aliran would not be sur
prised if the White Paper is a sanhized 
summary of the Report. The White Paper 
may well tum ouT to be a 'whitewash' of 
the scancial. 

It is not the Government White Paper 
that the public wants to read. All along 
the public has insisted on Its right to 
know what 1he BMF Report contains. 
This is why Aliran and 14 other organi
sations which are part of the infonnaf 
'Movement tor Freedom & Justice' 
asked the Government 10 make :he BMF 
Rellort public through a Comrnand 
Peper In Parliament on 7 January 1986. 
11 Is absurct, therefore, for Anwar Ibrahim. 
the Minister of Agriculture, to say that 
no one had asked for a Command Paper 
In fact, the Cabinet itself had agreed to 
release the BMF Report in full through 
Parliament on 22 January 1986. 

It is a shame that the Government is 
now going back on its word. It has onoe 
again betrayed a pro!T'ise made to the 
people. After this, the Govemrl'ent will 
lose all credibility with the people. It 
will be held in utter contempt by each 
and every Malaysian who values his 
integri ty as a human being. 

6 March 1986 

Chanor.a Muurter 
Prosloent 



A 'Clean Politics' Bill 

Anran urges the 
government to table a 'Clean Politics' 
Bill in the present session of Parliament. 

There are two good reasons why such 
a Bill is necessary. One, in the last few 
months the people have become totally 
disillusioned by the rapid deterioration 
of ethics in public life. BMF , Pan-el, 
money politics and the cross-overs in 
the Sabah State Assembly are symptoms 
of this deterioration. Two, the General 
Election is just around the corner and the 
people want to be assured that ethical 
standards will be observed in the contest 
for power. 

A 'Clean Politics' Bill could incorporate 
the following features: 

One, a regulation requiring all political 
parties involved in the elections to declare 
their sources of funding to the electorate. 
This means that party accounts should be 
made known to the voters. 

Two, a regulation requiring all candi
dates for both State and Federal elections, 
to declare their financial assets to the 
electorate. The financial assets of their 
immediate families should also be publi
cised through a register accessible to the 
ordinary citizen. 

Three, a regulation compelling elected 
members of Parliament and State Assem
blies to vacate their seats the moment 
they cross over to another political 
party. 

AUran is conviced that these measures 
embodied in a 'Clean Politics' Bill would 
go a long way towards checking the 
erosion of moral values in the conduct 
of public affairs. If our government 
leaders are sincere about upholding 
integrity and honesty, they will welcome 
this proposal. 

1 0 March 1986 

0 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

Kota Kinabalu 'Explodes' Again 

A nran is shocked to 
team that there have been a series of 
bomb explosions in Kota Kinabalu this 
morning. The explosions have created 
some tension in the city. 

The public does not have to be told 
that these explosions are linked to the 
general political situation in Sabah. The 
root of the problem is of course the 
unwillingness of certain political forces in 
Kota Kinabalu and Kuala Lumpur to 
accord moral and constitutional legitimacy 
to the democratically elected government 
in Sabah. 

Whatever may be the feelings of certain 
federal leaders towards the PBS govern
ment, they must realize that the Centre 
has a sacred responsibility to preserve 
law and order throughout the Federation. 
The Prime Minister must visit Kota 
Kinabalu immediately to assure the 
people there that their Sl::l;urity is his 
priority. 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

12 March 1986 The above statement did not 
appear in any major newspaper -editor 

0 
The USM Disciplinary Cases 

Tt,ough it is good to 
know that the decision to sack Hashim 
Yaacob, President of the Universiti Sains 
Malaysia Academic Staff Association, has 
been rescinded and that Rohana Ariffin, 
the Vice-President of the same association 
will not have her salary cut, Aliran feels 

that justice has not really been done. It 
is wrong to penal ise a person in any form 
for exercising his or her freedom of 
speech especially when the intention is 
to achieve a larger good. Academic free
dom will be under the threat of the 
'Sword of Damocles' as long as university 
authorities do not understand the signifi
cance of open criticism. 

12 March 1986 

0 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

Official Secrets Act: Mandatory 
Jail Sentence ~ · 

A !iran is appalled by 
the Government's attempt to further 
amend the Official Secrets Act as this 
essentially further curbs whatever free
dom that is left to the journalists and 
other concerned citizens to probe into 
matters of public interest and concern. 

The Bill that seeks a minimum of one 

Kota Kinabalu: Refusal of certain poli1ical forces in K.K. & K.L. to accord mOf'al and con· 
stitutionallegitimacy to the Sabah government. 
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years jail for anyone found guilty of 
breaching the Official Secrets Act would 
make many Government officials less 
cooperative in giving information that 
is important and perhaps crucial to the 
general public. 

Besides. the Government is only 
courting danger when vital information 
is kept away from the people for this 
would trigger off rumour-mongering 
across the nation. 

This also illustrates the fact that our 
Government is doing just the opposite 
of what many of the democratic countries 
are attempting to do, that is to improve 
the processes of disseml nating information 
to their people and of receiving feedback. 
In short, we should steer away from 
cultivating a cult of secrecy. 

If there is anything to be learnt from 
the BMF saga, a Government's credibility 
is at stake when rumours challenge the 
silence of the authorities. 

Finally, the amendment not only 
serves as a punishment to a genuinely 
concerned journalist or citi2en but also 
doesn't say wel l for the Government's 
claim to being open, frank and liberal. 

12 March 1986 

Mustafa K. Anuar 
Executive Commltt~ Member 

0 
Allran Commends The IGP 

A nran commends 
the lnspeLtor-General of Police (JGP) 
Tan Sri Mohammed Haniff Omar for 
the firmness and good sense he has 
shown in responding to the Sabah 
situation. 

The detention of a number of persons 
as a preventive measure is the right thing 
to do. It shows !hat the police is prepared 
to act firmly to prevent the situation 
from deteriorating further. 

The IGP is also right in appealing to 
politicians to help the pollee preserve 

Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri Mobam· 
med Hanlff Om~~r : an example of firmness and 
good sense. 

ARran Monlhly April/May 1986 

peace and order. For the thrartt to peace 
and order in Sabah comes from political 
desperadoes who want to get back 1nto 
power by creating chaos and confusion. 
They are exploiting and abusing religion 
in pursuant of their own vile political 
ambitions. 

Indeed, the situation that is unfolding 
in Sabah Is a classic case of political elites 
manipulating ethnic and religious senti
ments for their own advantaye. This is 
the main cause of the deterioration in 
ethnic relations in Sabah. It is worth 
observing at this point that relations 
between the different religious communi
ties in Sabah have always been har
monious It is opportunistic leaders who 
are responsible for communal tensions 

In the interest of peace and order, the 
Federal yovemment should take action 
against these opportunistic leaders. Unless 
the Federal government acts swiftly 
against them, the sit11ation will not 
return to normal. 

As long as the Federal government 
rPn 1c;es to act against these politico! 
opportunists in Sabah. the people will 
continue to doubt its sincerity. They 
may even suspect that there is some 
complicity on the part ~Jf certain Federal 
leaders. 

16 March 1986 

0 

Chandra Muzaffar 
Presld&nt 

The Sabah Tragedy 

Four lives have been 
lost In one week of violent agitation in 
Sabah organised by unscrupulous ele
ments associated with USNO and Berjaya. 
No Malaysian with an iota of conscience 
should allow this to qo on. The people 
must demand that this madness moti
vated by the greed for power is brought 
to an immediate end. 

In this connection, the imposition 
of a 12 hour curfew in Kota Kinabalu 
should make it easier for the polic.;e to 
put a s1.op to all illegal demonstrations 
and all illegitimate congregations in 
olaa-..s of worst"lip The pollee should now 
detatn all those who are responsible. 
directly or indirectly. for the collapse 
of law and ord•'r rn Sabah. They should 
act swiftly and sternly even lf it mllans 
arresting lrey political personalities. 

However, it pollee action is to succeed, 
the Federal government should make 
it abundantly clear 1hat none of i·~~ lea
ders harbour the sllyhtest sympathies 
for those who are challenginy the right 
of the democratically-elected government 
in Kota Kinabaiu to rule in peace and 
tranQuility It is not a Question of taking 
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the side of this or that political party. 
The Federal government 'Tiust take the 
side of democracy. There can be nv two 
ways about this It must be resolute in 
its defence of those democratic principles 
and values which constil'ute the bedrock 
of our existence as a natton. 

In fact, had our Federal leaders -
especially the Prlrne Minister - reco· 
gnised the moral and politica legitimacy 
of the government in Kota Kinabalu 
right from the outset, the situation would 
not have got out of hand. If the Prime 
Minister had been willing to acknow
ledge the right to rule of the popularly
elected government of Datuk Joseph 
Pairin JGtlngan, he might have dissuaded 
the opportunists in Sabah from fomen-_ , 
tlng trouble Though it is somewhat 
late in the day, ·he Prime Minister can 
still help to ease the situation by empha
sising the imponance of respecting derno
cratic principles and procedures ln 
Sabah politics. He should, at the same 
time, publicly admonish the trouble
makers who are hell-bent 011 L.:ll:l<tliny 

chaos. A visit to Sabah in the next 1ew 
days to assure the people there that the 
ballot, and not the bomb, Is the instru
ment for achieving political change, 
would go a long way towards restoring 
political stabilitY in that state. 

ll is t:qually v1tal that the Federal 
government dispels any fear that may 
exist among Sabahans that a coalition 
government will be forced upon them 
through the medium of emergt.:Jncy 
rule. Indeed, Sabahans should be told 
that the State Constitution will not be 
suspended, an emergency will not be 
declared and Federal rule will not be 
imposed merely to gratify the passion 
for power of a handful of political 
opportUnists. 

While the Federal government should 
take all these measures the State govern
mer t For •ts part should do all t can to 
allay the fears of a segment of the Muslim 
population aboutr discrimination ond 
victimization und~r a Christian-led admi
nistration. The Pairin government must 
prove ~yond all doubt that these fears 
are unfounded by appoiminy a High 
Court Judge to conduct an Independent 
investigation imo allegations of discri
mination and victimization made largely 
by USNO and 8Pqaya IPaders. 

20 March 1986 

0 

Chandra Muzatfar 
President 

A Royal Commission: The PM Is Wrong 

It is a pity that the
Prime Minister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathfr 
Mohamad, does not seem to appreciate 



the need for an independent Royal 
Commission of Inquiry to further probe_ 
into the BMF scandal. 

Given its all-encompAssing authoritY, 
a Royal Commission would be able 
to produce a more conclusive repon. 
The Prime Minister docs not have to 
fear a wltch·hunt since such a commission 
would give amplo protection to the 
evidence provided by those appearing 
before it. Indeed. a Royal Commission 
could well clear tho names of innocent 
individuals mentioned in the Report. 

It is not true to say that if there is 
a Royal Commission people's faith in 
the banking system and economy would 
be eroded. On the contrary. it is the 
government's inability to respond effec
tively to the BMF scandal that has 
created a crisis of confidence in banking 
and business circles If, on the other 
hand, the government had, from the 
outset, set up an independent Royal 
Commission of Inquiry the general 
public would have retained its faith and 
trust in the government. This would 
have contributed towards a healthy 
business climate. • 

The longer the government takes to 
uncover the whole truth about the 
BMF scandal. the worse it will be for 
the coumry's political and economic 
stability. 

20 March 1986 

0 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

Election Amendments 1986: 
The Gate To Money Politics 

~e proposed amend
ment to the election Act of 1985 
and the Election Otfen~s Act, 1954 
will ha~e undesirable consequences for 
democracy in the country, if passed in 
their entirety. 

The bills seek. among other things, to 
tighten restrictions on canvassing and the 
holding of public meetings while at the 
same time encourage bigger spending by 
raising the limit allowed as election 
expenses from $20,000 to $50,000 for a 
Dewan Rakyal candidate and from 
$15,000 to $30.000 for one seeking 
office in the Legislative Assembly. But 
what is even more disturbing is the move 
to increase a candidate's deposit from the 
current $1,000 to the ridiculous sum of 
$5,000 Many good people with limited 
means would be prevented from offering 
themselves as candidates because of this 
stipulation which equates one's eligibility 
to serve with the ability to pay the huge 
deposit reQuired 

It is clear from the proposals that 
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I I NO. OF I 
TITLE OF BOOK PRICE COPIES COST 

1. DIALOGUE ON DEMOCRACY 
h a collection of sp\!eehes made by h:adcr' or 
variou~ political parties & public interest soci<:ties 
in connection with the 3rd Dialot:ue of 
Concern on Pnlbmenary Democracy hllld in 
Julr 1985. S3.20 

2. CABARAN-CABARAN SEMASA 
A book in Ba1l1U!a Malaysia dealing with human 
rights, democ:racy, the economy, labuUI. ~thnic 
.relatiorL~, education, mor11l values and international 
affairs. S7 .20 

TITLE OF CASSETTE TAPE I 

3. DEEDS BETRAY WORDS 
An anal}'~h of broken faith and unkept 
promises in major urea.~ or public life. 'The 
talk sbo\\'li bow tbh ha' led to a crisis ot 
credibility in tht: relations between tbc j!ovrrnml!nt 
and the: people. $5.50 

-------------------------------+-----+-----~--~ 

4. DEVELOPMENT - FOR WHOM? 
A studied criticbm of the authoritie~ tor the 
wasteful spcndillg,lor obsession with pr11sti~e 
projects and I 01 excluding the poorer ~egmont~ 
of society from mail\stream devt:lopmcnL Tht' talk 
deplores the inereasin~:ly clitistic uend ilt 
development~~ a betrayal of the pt:oplc's dream 
01 a just sodety. 

5. MALAYSIA OJ PERSIMPANGAN 
JALAN - KE ARAH MANA? 

Dalam 11capan ini pcnccramah memban~itkan 
bebcrapa cabaran-cabaran utama yang dihadapi 
pcgera pada kctllca ini tcnnasuk masalah 
kemcksctan ckonomi, rasua.h dan pcnc:erobahan Icc 

$5.50 

atas haka5aSi m3nusia $5.50 

Bank Commls.slon for outsta tion cheQue $0.50 

TOTAL 

• Prices inclusive of Postage. For oveneu ordllrs, prices are tn US$. 
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the ruling party intends to continue 
limiting the activities of the opposition. 
and in so doing, acquire for itself an 
added edge in the contest for power. 

However one looks at it, the timing 
of the two bills leave much to be desired . 
At a time when the nation is going 
through a period of recession and wh.;n 
restrictive and often repressive laws 
nave made nonsense of the concep 1 or 
fair and free elections, the introduction 
of legislations of this son tends to tum 
people cynical and to make them wonder 
if the government's intention all along 
has been to hold on to power no matter 
the costs. 

If money politics is encouraged in 
the country. elections will degP-nerate 
into a contest of resources and mea~s 
instead of platforms and ideas. Political 
parties will be fotced into acquiring htJgt: 
funds to meet Increased costs and the 
political scene w11t become cluttered 
with rich and powerful lobbies in search 
of political patronage. Big businesses 
with the means to provide massive 
hand-outs, may even be in a position 
to influence direction and polic·;~; 
although the interests of big business 
and the interests of the peoplo mav be 
diametrically opposed. 

We have seen how an unconscienable 
and repressive government has broLJght 
untold suffering to the people of a 
neighbouring nation. It would be a 
tragedy if our leaders should think 
only of acquiring and consolidating 
power for themselves without 1hought 
of laying the basis of a sound and healthy 
democratic tradition for succeeding gene
rations of Malaysians to emulate. 

27 March 1986 

Any Boon Chong 
Exeeutlve committee Member 

0 
Another Anti-labour Move 

A Bill that seeks to 
amend the Employees Provident Fund 
Act ( 1951) at the current session of 
Parliament. contains a provision which 
must be of some concern to all those 
who value fairness and justice. 

Clause 2 of the amendment intro
duces a new definition of 'service ~.:harye' 
and seeks to amend the definition of 
'wages to exclude service charge 

In order to understand the signi
ficance of this amendment. one has to 
draw the attention of the Malaysian 
public to a recent Privy Council decision 
pertaining to the hotel industry The 
Privy Council in a decision handed do-wn 
on 26 February 1986 held, that emplo
yers and employees in the hotel industry 



are liable in law to make monthly con
tributions to the EPF board in respect 
of service charges paid to the said emplo
yees by virtue of their employment and 
pursuant to collective agreements entered 
into between the various hotels and the 
union. The Privy Council decision was 
to take effect from 26 February 1986 
itself. 

Obviously, hotel managements were 
not happy with this decision. It would 
have meant that they would be required 
to pay increased contributions on behalf 
of their employees. This is why the 
amendment has been introduced to ex
clude service charge from wages. 

This goes to show how much lobbying 
power the hotel managements have with 
the Cabinet. After all, there is at least 
one cabinet minister who owned major 
shares in hotels until recently. It is 
significant that the amendment was 
drafted and presented to Parliament 
less that one month of the Privy Council 
decision. 

The Cabinet's pro-hotel management 
attitude is clearly detrimental to the 
workers. They are now deprived of 
enhanced benefits under the EPF Act. 
At a time when recession has weakened 
further the already precarious position 
of the average worker, this amendment is 
going to make life more difficult for 
all employees in the catering industry . 

The amendment is bad for yet another. 
reason. it seeks to overturn a Privy 
Council decision. When this issue of ser
vice charge first came up, the Prlvy 
Council was the final court of law. It 
heard all sides of the case and decided 
in favour of the workers. By trying to 
nullify its decision, the government is 
once again demonstrating its lack of 
respect for the jud iciary. It is proving 
once again that i t is "8 bad loser. It is 
not the first t ime that it has sought to 
amend a law or an act because the deci
sion of the Judidary went against its 
own interests This arrogant, yet infantile 
attitude is an affront to the entire con
cept of checks and balances which is a 
characteristic of parliamentary democ
racy. 

In view of all this, Aliran calls upon 
the government to withdraw that aspect 
of the EPF Bill that deals with 'service 
charge' . A self-serving piece of legislation 
of this sort will only discredit the govern
ment even more. Let the government 
show the nation that it believes in protec
ting the weak . 

Finally, other political and non
political organisations should also come 
forward to protest agarnst the amend
ment. 

28 March 1986 

Chandr a Muzaffar 
President 

The above statement did not appear in any 

major newspaper - editor 

Basic Principles 

ALI RAN 
We continue with our 3rd instalment of the above. 

The Economy 

11 A just economy 
where wealth and resources are held 
in trust by U1e people as a whole and 
managed through local cooperatives. 
community enterprises and national 
corporations: within this framework 
t11ere should be sufficient scope and 
space for individual freedom and initia
tive in agricUlture, commerce. industry 
and the professions. 

12 The equalisation 
or access to proper food, suffictent 
clothing. adequate housing. good 
health, useful education and enough 
leisure through the equitable distribu
tion of wealth in the Interest of the 
majority; goods and services should 
be distributed in accordance with 
human needs so that caring and 
sharing become the guiding values 
of the economy as a whole. 

cont inued from back page, (Thinking Allowed.) 

A 
Malaysian investor who had 
recently arrived in a country 
on the other side of the world 
was complaining to a resident 

compatriot about the complicated invest· 
ment policies he had to contend with. 
The old hand admitted that at first he 
too was bewildered by the whole set-up 
but once he had worked out what made 
the government tick, it was plain sailing. 

"You see," the old hand explained, 
''being on the other side of the world 
from us, everything t hey say is roughly 
the reverse of the case. For example, 
'Clean, efficent, trustworthy' means 
' Dirty, disorganized and devious' while 
' Leadership by example' means ' Do 
what I tell you to; don't do what I do. 
The investor was naturally impressed 
with his friend's perceptiveness and used 
to keep the 'code' in mind whenever 
dealing with officialdom. 

For you dear readers who may be 
thinking of visiting that unique country, 
it might be useful to work out what the 
following mean (no prizes offered):
(i) 'Conspiracy........... oh mY God, 

what conspiracy? I know nothing 
about it' ............. . 

(ij) 'We do not practise any form of 
political or racial discrimination in 
the implementation of development 
projects.' 

(iii) 'The government's stat istics depart
ment is providing accurate and 
reliable figures for national econo
mic planning. 
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13 The reduction of 
income disparities and the elimination 
of class dischotomies with the aim of 
achieving a united community where 
human beings retain their individual 
distinctiveness but are held together 
by a common humanity. 

14 The conscious 
regulation of the consumption pattern 
and the production system through 
structural changes and by emphasising 
the values of restraint and simplictty, 
so that a moderate life-style becomes 
the preferred ideal of society. 

15 The eradication 
of corruption, greed and acquis itive
ness at all levels especially in the 
upper stratum of sociely so that the 
welfare of the weak and voiceless 
masses will not be subordinated to the 
well-being of a strong and affluent 
elite. 

If you got the above all correct, you 
are in the super-smart category. On the 
other side of the world, you will be seen 
as a future Prime Minister. Those who 
are not so smart and are thinking of 
getting some help from our two friends 
upon arrival there, I'm afraid you won't 
be able to. You see, soon after the Minis· 
try of Freedom announced that the 
government was going to implement an 
open and liberal administration, they 
both left the country in fright. 

* 
Malaysia's Justice Minister Datuk 

Dr. James Ongkili advised 
certain social groups to 'limit 
comments to issues which are 

within the scope of objectives for which 
they were set up'. 

Such 'advice' would however confine 
discussions and comments of certain 
issues and matters to certain gfoups 
of 'experts' such as bank robbers (who'd 
talk about the fine art of robbing), 
corrupt politicians and government offi
cials (who'd discuss ways and means to 
be competently corrupt) and transgres
sors of human rights (who'd have the 
whole platform to argue for and execute 
an erosion of democracy and human 
rights). Besides, this would also justify 
the existence and raise the status -of the 
above groups. 

Mustafa K Anu01r 

Aliran M<~nthlv April/May 1986 



Thinking Allowed 
A doser look at what people say and do the world over 

I f tha nam• of.,.. of G~GtJel'an't 
(of the BMF ~eandal fame) compa
nies are any inspinltJon to tat. en•
prilillg business people (and politi

cians • wall) who apire to become 
quick capitalilb and milllo.-lres. the 
following can rerve as a guide: Amazing 
Greed & Co. Ltd.: True Greed & Co.; 
Turncoat Weat Ltd.: Hit and Run Moton 
Ltd.: Scotfree Properties.: Chtan.Up 
Laundries oo.; SJrip S.. Inc.: Lock, 
Stock and Bwret Unttmited; Strike Home 
Appliances Ltd 8lld The Real Bats and 
Co. 

And If t.he lbova ~ t.if vau 
try Stiok.up Inc. ' 

They ., lhlt you normdy 
Ill 1a .. .. .skeleton in 
th cfoe.t only lftw I JJ8I'IOft 
ditlll or il dlpaled. So It is in 

._ CUlt of the wife of the 1\wmer Phliip
~ Prlltidant, lhe &6-y...-.old ......... 
~. 

Het "sbteton' howMr took many 
fDonl. For illltiiiCII, 3,500 pain of 
fortil)rHitade pantie$ ot warieid cotours 
and ..... ; 3,000 pairs of .,_; 2,000 
IIDW"'$ et lust 500 b&lck bmlilra; 
• -~fun of git4181 ..... atoreroom 
tilled with JCDrlt of .,_..full ahwlllthes, 
Cllcu.._, perfume. 11te. Perhaps en 
..._~I 1*8ph8rNiia' uplain 
her wid81y·ttaft1tlilf WJdeacy -visiting 
• Wll) • purchasing in • ~ • 
dlys'. 

But a bllllet-proof powetW roo.n? 
w .. tt ....,. tae thiS was ....,. the fim 
lAdy (lhd .. .., 1M ~?) prepar-.1 
a eartaln flee fDt a Cllrta1n OGilalion. 
.FDitU.Itately, • the 8MI'rt 111h'ltld Gilt 
to be. no IIIIOUnt rtf -.netla and fJf 
financtal ~ (not even the 500 
black .... ..., CflltUiil SIMI 1fRt Family 
froM iU dowAf'ill. 

One only hOPer 1lwt 1hit 'Family 

-· ... JW)Iltk:all.- ....... gajiJa) 
.-ld not I8IV!t at • ._ -.... for 
~ ......... ~.,. ...... • '!'. ... '1llftl( 

I n the faoe of the arrrent economic 
receaion, Malaysian laden -have 
ad¥11811 1be people fiQ axarciie 
l'llttalnt in spending - a molt 

welcome gaaure. But it iiOel however 
JN' the. people ia a diffltuJty to tniP 
the ..... of IUCh adVice Whln cartllin 
penonalfdel In the govenunam lellilhlr
lhip dl give the ilftlldSSicm that thay 
ha.ve baeft any11dttg but Mlstere. 

lM Kedlh MeAtlri S.r. for IOCalll

phw had pl8lftld lo ftlliCMibl (1lt lflalt 
- tile time of writing) hiS- offidal ..-. 
denc8 .tdcb, he- addtd, Nit nat been. 
,....,.. for fi10I'"e -...... 40 YtJI'I. This 
mawation, .. ..... ..... would onJv 
lXIII about $500J)OO. 

No1 only ~bat. n. '--IW Mlllicipal 
OCntncil .. dliN.Mt lO GQI!Iht.l ........ 
.... ln Adil1ildii. **""" ~ n. 
£qqMU, IIIklhl........, """'"'* ..... 
w~•• .. ...._ 

ordinary peopa._ Or else. such IPINid'-l 
and tr•afling inclinations would only 
make certain leaders look foot-foote 
and fancy-free. 

I 
IWIItlptmt jourNIIIIJt' In Mllaylia, 
• In atrttln Olhar 11Urd World 
orauntnt~, seem• 10 hive laken on 
I new tneMiag, if • ....-n1 IVMt 

is any guldtt. 1Jte IU1harftill migbt be 
blmpted 1D 'ianitipte' wMther a jour· 
nefilt 11M done hit/her job well of praisjqg 
lhe -..mistntion. (The Govern~ 
tee:ently toOk cartaill JCICill journalists 
to task for hilh~na their own cotm· 
trv'• lhortcomillll and fallum). Tbi$ 
"lnvaAiilltlaft' wlU of cou,. have tD be 
dofte in - - Jn liiW of tfte Nc*rt ............. ......., .......... 
QffltW._.Ac. 
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