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Fight 
OSA! 
Fight 
OSA! 

S 
ince the third wP.ek of October various groups have been protesting against 
the Official Secrets Act 1972. in tlze last month's issue of the Monthly 
the Editorial Board had slipped in a circular on the OSA Amendments. 
Apart from providing an analysis of how the Amendments would destroy 
the essence of freedom and democracy in our land, the circular also 

suggested various forms of action the reader himself could undertake. We hope that 
you have been able to carry out some of the suggestions contained in our circular. 
If you haven't it is not too late to send a postcard or phone call. 

A/iran has in tlze last few weeks continued its vigorous campaign against the OSA 
Amendments. Towards this end we have produced a pamphlet analysing the character 
and implication of the OSA in Question and Answer form. This pamphlet has been 
reproduced below. We are also carq~ing in this issue a resolution on the Amendments 
to the OSA adopted unanimously by the general membership of A/iran on 26 October 
1986. The Bar Council resolution on the same subject is also included and so is an 
open letter to tlze Prime Minister sent by the National Union of Journalists and seven 
other concerned groups. 

1) What is the background and origin 
of our Official Secrets Act? 

The Malaysian Official Secrets Act is 
copied from the British OSA of 
191 1. The first OSA was passed by 
the British Parliament in 1889. 
A major object of the 1889 Act 
was to provide stronger measures 
against the leakage of official infor
mation by civil servants. Another 
aim was to deal with espionage. 

The decision to legislate a new 
Official Secrets Act in 1911 was 
caused by a growing concern about 
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German espionage and a few serious 
leakages of information in 1909 
and 1910. The 1911 Bill was put 
forward by the British Government 
as a measure aimed at curbing 
spying. The Bill was passed without 
much debate within an hour. The 
British OSA 1911 was amended and 
extended in 1920 and again in 1939. 

The Malaysian OSA is based on the 
British OSA of 191 1. The Malaysian 
OSA was first promulgated in 1972, 
although prior to that there was 
an Official Secrets Ordinance during 
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the colonial period. The Malaysian 
OSA was amended in 1983 with 
increased penalties for spying. It is 
being amended again. 

2) Have people been charged under 
the existing OSA of 1972 amended 
in 1983? 
Yes, Parliamentary Opposition leader 
Lim Kit Siang , together with P. 
Patto, a Member of Parliament, 
then editor of the Democratic 
Action Party's (DA::>) journal, the 
Rocket, were charged with possess
ion and publication of military 
secrets. Former Sabah F1nance Minis
ter, Datuk Dzulkifli Hamid was 
also penalized for reveal ing secrets 
pertaining to the State Govern
ment. Two journalists, Sabry Sharif 
of the New Straits Times and James 
Clad of the Far Eastern Economic 
Review pleaded guilty to violating 
the Act. 

3) What does the Official Secrets 
(Amendment) Bill 1986 seek to 
do? 
The Bill proposes to tighten the 
original Act by defining "Official 
Secrets" and by seek ng a mandatory 
jail sentence for those convicted 
under it. 

4) How does the Bill define " Official 
Secrets"? 
The new Schedule tc the Bill defines 
"Official Secret" as: 

(a} Cabinet documents, n.-cords of 
decisions and deliberations, 
mcludmg those of Cabinet 
Committees; 

(b) State Executive Council docu
ments, records of ri~cisions and 
deliberations, including those of 
State Executive Council Com
mittees, 

(c) Documents concerning relations 
between Federal and State 
Governments; 

(d) Documents concerning national 
security. defence and interna
tional relations; 

(e) Documents in the nature of or 
relating to opinion, advice or 
recommendation concerning the 
operation and functions of the 
Government; 

(f) Documents concerning national 
economy such as relating to 
currency. budget proposals and 
foreign investme'lts: and 

(g) Documents concerning tenders 
in respect of any official pur
chase. requisition for works. 
supplies, services and proJects. 



The Bill also seeks to introduce a 
new section g1v1 ng the relevant 
Minister the power to add, delete 
or amend the provisions of the 
Schedule. 

It seeks to introduce also a new 
section which empowers the rele· 
vant authority to certify a document 
or material as an "Official Secret" 
and such a certification "shall be 
conclusive evidence that the docu
ment, information or material is an 
Official Secret and shall not be 

questioned in any Court on any 
ground whatsoever." 

The Bill also seeks to give Ministers 
and the refevant public servants 
the power at any time to declassify 
any document specified in the 
Schedu le, including any official do
cument, information or material 
as may have boon classified "Top 
Secret", "Secret". "Confidential" or 
"Restricted". 

5) What is the penalty for conviction 
under the OSA? 
Section 4(1). 7A, 78, 8(1) , 8(2), 
11, 12 and 13(1) of the 1972 Act 
are to be amended to make a term 
of imprisonment mandatory. The 
Courts will have no choice but to 
impose upon offenders a mandatory 
m tnimum jai I sentence of one year, 
going up to a maximum of 5, 7 or 
14 years as the case may be. These 
Ja·l terms replace all penalties of 
fines contnined in the 1972 Act 
and its 1983 amendments. 

6) We have been made to understand 
that the amendments to the Official 
Secrets Act (OSA) will curb the free· 
dom of the media. Is this true? 
Yes, it is true, The media, whether 
it is the press or radio and television, 
have a duty to tell the truth to the 
public. In order to tell the whole 
truth, newspapers and even the elec
tronic media, may have to dig up 
information, probe certain issues, 
investigate allegations and sometimes 
even rumours. This is what is called 
mvestigative journal ism. 

It 1s investigat:ve journalism that was 
responsible for the revelations about 
the Watergate Scandal in the United 
States in the early seventies. The 
Pertamina episode in Indonesia and 
our own BMF. UMBC, EPF and 
Maminco scandals were all brought 
to public attention partly through 
investigative journalism. 

Investigative journalism is only pos· 
sible if newspapers and other types 
of mass media have the f reedom to 
investigate. The Official Secrets Act 
(OSA) and especially its proposed 
amendments will deny the media 
that freedom. If a courageous, 

enterpnsmg journalist wants to 
follow up on the leads in the Ahmad 
Noordin BMF Report, he may get 
into big trouble. He could be given 
a 1-year mandatory jail term if he 
reveals a so-called 'official secret'. 
And the secret could be any in forma· 
tion, document or material which 
any member of the Government or 
public officer class.fies as a secret. 
The classification can take place 
even after data from that document 
has appeared in some magazine or 
newspaper. 

It is not just BMF. Which journalist 
would dare to investigate the allega
tions about the stock-market activi
ties of certain political elites? Is 
there any analyst who will have the 
guts to publish the whole story 
about Pan-El, after the OSA amend· 
ments become law? Which newspaper 
would be prepared to publish the 
value of the recent PERNAS·UMBC 
transaction even if it knew how 
much was paid? Similarly. since 
the Malaysian public does not 
know for certain how much the 
people lost in the Government's 

'mystery' tin-buying spree in 1982. 
would any daily or monthly maga· 
zine take the risk of conducting its 
own investigation to find out the 
truth? One can go on and on with 
other examples. The allegation about 
defective pile-caps and the Penang 
bridge - who in the Press would 
want to probe this once the amend· 
rnents become law? For let us not 
forget that the definition of 'official 
secrets' is wide enough to include 
these and many other aspects of 
national life. 

If a journalist out of a sincere desire 
to protect the interests of the poor. 
tries to expose some new fiscal 
measure that is kept under wraps, 
he can be accused of violating the 
OSA, especially since 'the National 
Economy' is part of the Official 
Secrets Schedule. Likewise, if a 
newspaper commentator wants to 
write about some likely shift in 
foreign policy, he could be charged 
under the Act since International 
Relations is also part of the Sche· 

dule. The amendments are so repres· 
sive that if a journalist gets wind of 
something decided at a Cabinet or 
State Executive Council meeting 
which may have dire consequences 
for education or ethnic relations. 
he will not be able to alert the public. 

There are, of course, people who 
will say. "Why should the Press 
write about issues which the Govern
ment has not made public? Why 
can't they wait for the Government 

3 

to inform the people?" This is an 
absurd argument. If one examines 
the way our Government performs, 
it is obvious that it is not in its 
habit to submit proposals to the 
people for discussion and debate. 
It decides and then announces its 
decision. The people are expected 
to follow blindly. In other words, 
if the people waited for the Govern
ment to announce new policies and 
programmes. it would be too late. 
This is why the Press has to alert 
the people in advance so that there 
can be analysis and reflection. As 
a case in point, look at the way 
in which the Government intro
duced the OSA amendments. Was 

"'! there any prior consultation with 
the people? Was there any attempt 
to seek out public opinion? It 
just went ahead and formulated 
legislation which has now been 
presented to the nation as fait 
accompli. 

Considering all this, we are con
vinced that once the OSA amend
ments become law, journalists wil l 
cease to be journalists in the real 
sense of the word. They wil l not be 
able to probe, to examine, to analyse, 
to expose issues and events. They 
will become mere reporters reporting 
what the Government wants them 
to report. Newspapers wi ll there
fore also cease to be newspapers. 
They will become Government 
gazettes. These gazettes will tell 
the people only what the Govern
ment is prepared to tell them. They 
will be no different from newspapers 
in controlled. totalitarian states. 

7) Is it true that the amendments will 
also affect political parties and public 
interest societies? Will Parliament 
also be forced to compromise on its 
responsibilities to the rakyat? 
Both political parties and public 
interest soc1et1es often raise a 
number of issues vital to the well· 
being of the people. The data that 
they may choose to use could be 
classified as 'official secret' by the 
Government. For instance, some of 
the information about radioactivity 
levels and the nuclear dumps at 
Bukit Merah may well be 'official 
secret' as far as the Government 
is concerned. And yet, such informa· 
tion is crucial for environmental 
groups which are committed to the 
health and safety of people living 
in the vicinity of these dumps. 
Sim ilarly, consumer groups, once 
the amendments become law, will 
find it difficult to get the Ministry 
of Health to reveal data on drugs 
it has approved which may not 
be considered safe elsewhere. 
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More important, both political 
parties and certain public interest 
soc1eties receive a lot of information 
from Government departments and 
agencies about some of the mal
practices which have become more 
and more rampant in recent years. 
If one scrutinizes this informa
tion, one would agree unhesitatingly 
that it is this sort of information that 
the public has every right to know. 
Information on corrupt dealings, on 
gross negligence, shou ld not be 
concealed from the people. For 
what is involved is the people's 
money, the people's welfare. Isn't 
a political leader doing his duty to 
the nation when he reveals how 
much money was squandered in 
purchasing some military equipment? 
Isn't a public interest society leader 
fulfilling his obligation to his fellow 
citizens when he exposes the weak
nesses of some new Government 
project ostensibly designed to inte
grate the communities? It goes 
without saying that once the new, 
amended OSA comes into force, 
it would be easy for any Minister or 
Public Official to deny political 
parties and public interest societies, 
data on any aspect of military 
expenditure or national integration 
or any other subject for that matter. 
Government will be hiding behind 
a thick, impenetrable batik curtain 
of secrecy. 

This also means that even in Parlia
ment it will be almost impossible 
to extract information from Minis
ters and other members of the 
administration. If an opposition 
Member of Parliament or back
bencher raised a query about the 
number of allowances paid to Minis
ters, he or she could be told that 
it is a secret. On the other hand, 
an answer might be given but the 
House could be told that it is confi
dential information. The newspapers 
will not dare to publish the datum 
since they would be violating the 
Secrecy Act. What this implies is 
that Parliament will not be able 
to olay its role as the institution 
that ensures that the executive is 
truly accountable to the people. 
By (eeping vital information within 
the confines of Parliament, or worse 
still, within the vaults of the execu
tive, public accountability will be 
rencered a dead letter. 

If the present Parliament is anything 
to go by, it is very likely that once 
the new law is implemented, Minis
ters and other members of the 
administration will be even more 
secretive than they are now. They 
will have the legal right to refuse 
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to answer questions, to divul~e 
any information, in the name of 
secrecy. The 'Sui it' syndrome will 
become all-pervasive. Parliament will 
become a total farce. It will be worse 
than even a symbol shorn of sub
stance! 

8) Even academic research, it is said, 
will be adversely affected by the 
amendments. Is this true? 
Since the Official Secrets' schedule 
covers subjects connected to the 
national economy, international rela
tions,· the functions of the Govern
ment and Federal-state relations, 
some of the major concerns of dis
ciplines such as economics, political 
science and public .administration 
would be affected. Political leaders 
and bureaucrats who do not want 
certain unpleasant truths to be 
published even if it is within acade
mia, could use the Act to prevent 
research from being carried out. This 
will have a negative impact upon the 
pursuit of knowledge. It will retard 
intellectual progress. 

There is little likelihood of the State 
adopting a somewhat liberal attitude 
towards academia on the ground 
that academics - unlike politicians 
and social activists - do not operate 
in the public arena. The definition 
of 'official secrets' is so wide and 
all-encompassing that there is no way 
that the special inLeresLs uf o(.;dUt!· 
mia can be accommodated. This 
is why research is bound to suffer. 

9) It is said that the other professional 
group that will be affected by the 
amendments are the lawyers. How 
will the lawyers be affected? 
The Act can be used to deny lawyers 
certain documents, materials or 
information that they may require 
from the State in the preparation 
of their cases. If the case is one 
which threatens to reveal facts 
detr imental to the interests of 
certain leaders, the awesome power 
of the State through the instrument 
of the OSA could be brought to 
bear upon the advocate and solicitor · 
concerned. Harassment and intimida
tion of the lawyer may take place. 
If, through some channel or other 
the lawyer had already obtained 
certain so-called 'official secrets', 
he could be charged for violating 

· the Act. Even if they are not 'offi
cial secrets' at the time when they 
are found with the lawyer, they 
can always be transformed into 
'official secrets' in the twinkling 
of an eye. 

Since the OSA permits the Govern
ment to withhold and if need be, 
withdraw, crucial documents from an 
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advocate and solicitor, it must be 
regarded as a grave threat to the 
entire system of justice. The lawyer 
has a sacred responsibility to pro
tect his client's well-being to the best 
of his ability. He has an even greater 
duty to uphold justice. This he 
has to do by ensuring that the 
Court is presented with all relevant 
information to enable it to make 
a wise decision. How can he assist 
the Court in its quest for justice 
if vital documents are denied him 
in the name of the Official Secrets 
Act? 

10) What about the Judiciary? Is it also 
a 'victim' of the amendments to 
OSA? 
In a sense, it is. As in the case of • 
certain other laws in the past which 
have reinforced executive domi
nance, the OSA amendments tend 
to curtail further the legitimate 
authonty of the judiciary. The 
amendments do not allow the Court 
to question the classification of a 
document, information or material as 
an official secret. This is a direct 
challenge to the discretionary power 
of the Judiciary. At the same time, 
through the imposition of a manda
tory minimum jail term of 1 year 
which can go up to 5, 7 or 14 years 
as the case may be, the executive has 
wrested from the judiciary its right 
to determine how an offender 
should be punished. This is why 
we maintain that the 1986 OSA 
amendments constitute an affront 
to the dignity, autonomy and inde
pendence of the judiciary. 

11) If all these institutions and groups -
the Judiciary, Parliament, the media, 
opposition political parties, public 
interest societies, academics and 
lawyers - could become the victims 
of the OSA amendments how does 
one assess the proposed law's overall 
impact upon the general public? 
We must first recognise that whatever 
happens to a certa n public institu
tion, whether it is Parliament or the 
media, must affect society as a 
whole. But apart from the impact 
upon the public through other 
avenues, it is apparent that there 
are certain direct consequences 
arising from the amendments which 
the public will have to bear. 

The pub I ic will be very ignorant of 
what is really happening at the level 
of Government and governance. Most 
members of the public will not have 
the information or the knowledge 
to decide whether something that 
the Government has done is right 
or wrong, good or bad for the 
nation. For instance, the Govern-



r 
ment may tell the people that it 
has built 50 new schools under the 
Fifth Malaysia Plan. But whether 
the contracts tor building those 
schools were properly tendered or 
whether the schools really cater 
for the disadvantaged are things 
that will be known only after some 
probing on the part of opposition 
parties. public interest societies and 
the Press. Government leaders may 
choose to ignore their probings, 
protected by the Official Secrets 
Act. 
In fact, there are lots of thmgs which 
the public will not know- especially 
things which are 'sensitive' and 
'controversial' from the Govern
ment's point of view. And yet 
these are the very things people have 
a right to know. 

The denial of the individual's right 
to know - a right that is as impor
tant as any of the other sacred 
human rights like the right of expres
sion and the right of association -
is one of the most terrible conse
quences of the OSA amendments. 
The Government can of course 
argue that the right to know is not 
affected since the people will still 
be provided with information on 
certain aspects of the nation's 
policies. But this is not what we 
mean by the right to know. The right 
to know is an automatic right, a 
fundamental right that belongs to a 
human being qua human being. It 
should not be equated with a situa
tion where the State provides infor
mation to tho people prompted 
by its own whims and fancies. The 
individual citizen's nght to know 
is not the same thing as the Govern
ment deciding what the individual 
should or should not know. 

When the right to know is denied, 
it would be diff1cult for the people 
to exercise their other rights like 
the right of expression. For if one 
does not know. how does one 
speak, how does one articulate 
a grievance or champion a cause? 
Indeed, how does one think 1f one 
does not know? 

The level of public consciousness 
which is, on the whole, quite low 
will therefore remain as low as ever. 
If anything, we may even witness 
the retardation of publ ic conscious
ness since some of those elements 
in society which have always helped 
to develop public consciousness may 
not want to risk a mandatory jail 
term! It is quite possible that the 
new law will create a climate of 
fear, the likes of which we have 
never known before. It is not just 

Through the OSA amendments the government has usurped the power 
of the people. 

politicians, social activists, journalists 
and the other such opinion-makers 
who will live under great fear of 
OSA; more important, it is the 
people as a whole who will be too 
afraid to stand up and demand to 
know the whole truth about a 
certain episode. 

A climate of fear is very unhealthy 
for any society. It reduces the 
population to mere spectators watch
ing in silence the games of the rich 
and powerful. It will create a culture 
of silence. A spectator culture, a 
culture of silence. is the antithesis 
of all that a genuine democracy 
represents. In a democracy. the 
people, even the most ordinary 
citizen, must be given every encou
ragement to speak, to express his or 
her opinion, in short, to participate. 
How will this be possible if the 
cult of secrecy which OSA is bound 
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to create results in a culture of 
silence? After the amendments 
become law. how can we expect 
our people to regard Malaysia as a 
Parliamentary Democracy? 

12) Apart from the various consequences 
of the OSA amendments spelt out 
in the answer to question 6 and in 
other answers, are there other 
long-term consequences which we 
must reflect upon? 
The amendments reinforce certain 
attitudes among both leaders and 
led. Since the proposed law will 
strengthen executive power and 
make Government less accountable, 
it is quite conceivable that the 
'leaders are masters ' attitude will 
become even more pronounced. 
At the same time, the people, 
silenced by the law, will see them
selves more and more as servants. 
The master-servant psychology could 
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well become more pervasive. 

The OSA amendments by strengthe
ning the position of the leaders as 
masters and the people as servants 
will be doing a great injustice to 
democracy. For in a genuine demo
cracy. the people are masters, the 
leaders servants. The masters have 
delegated their power for a period 
of 5 years to their servants to manage 
the house of democracy on their 
behalf. It is only right that the 
servants give a proper account to 
the masters on how they are mana
ging. The servants must tell their 
masters everything the latter wants 
to know because it is the masters' 
right to know. The servants have 
no right to hide certain affairs of 
the household from their masters -
especially if these affairs reveal the 
incompetence or dishonesty of the 
servants. If the servants persist 
in hiding things, in cheating their 
masters, in lying to them, then 
the masters have no choice but to 
sack their servants. 

If the Government related to the 
people in this manner. t here would 
be no question of an Official Secrets 
Act (OSA) for the Government, 
as the servant of the people, cannot, 
should not, keep secrets from the 
people, it s masters. Unfortunately, 
this has never been the case in 
Malaysia. The people themselves 
have been condi t ioned to accept 
their fate as the powerless masses 
when in reality it is their power 
which the leaders are holding on 
to in trust. It is only logical there
fore that the people should demand 
continuous accountability from 
those who are exercising power on 
th~ir behalf. This is why one can 
argue that by legalizing the betrayal 
of the principle of accountability 

I ADMIT THE OSA WILL MEAN 
LESS INFORMATION FOR THE 
PUBLIC. ABOUT THE AC.TIVITIE~ 
OF THE GDVEI<NMtNT •• •• 
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through the OSA amendments, the 
Government has in fact usurped 
the power of the people. 
By so doing, the Government will, 
in the long run, alienate itself from 
the people. This is the other conse· 
quence that we should reflect upon. 
For as the Government becomes 
more and more secretive, it will 
become more and more removed 
from the people. Worse, as time 
goes on the Government will lose 
credibility. Since important matters 
may be suppressed by the State, 
the people will not be inclined to 
believe what the leaders tell them 
through the newspapers. As the 
newspapers carry more and more 
sanitized news, rumours will gain 
currency. The 'surat layang' in the 
end, will have more legitimacy than 
the dailies. Rumours and the 'surat 
layang' will reign supreme because 
of the Official Secrets Act. 

13) Having analysed the consequences 
of the OSA amendments and the 
impact of the proposed law upon 
various groups, we must now reflect 
upon the causes. What are some of 
the factors responsible for the 
amendments? 
There is an underlying reason for 
increasing executive power of which 
the OSA Amendments Bill is merely 
a reflection. Any development which 
leads to the centralization of eco
nomic or political power with the 
elites is bound to produce laws 
like the OSA. For these laws are 
designed to protect el ite interests. 

Besides, the Barisan Nasional Govern
ment has enjoyed massive unbroken 
power since Merdeka. Most of the 
time it has ruled with a four-fifths 
Parliamentary majority. Because of 
its dominance the Barisan has had no 
difficulty formulating a whole array 

BUT l..D()( ON THE. BRIGHT 
SIDE. ••• WHAT YW C\?N 'T 
~cw wowr Hu RT You •• •. 
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of restrictive laws. The OSA amend
ments, in other words, is a product 
of the Barisan Nasional's over
whelming power. 

However, more than Barisan power 
and the nature of development, 
it is the BMF scandal and perhaps 
all the leakages about tenders and 
Government purchases which seem 
to have persuaded the Government 
to amend the OSA of 1972. The 
first set of amendments was in
troduced in 1983 - after a couple 
of regional journals began publishing 
detailed analyses of the BMF scandal 
based to some extent upon infor
mation obtained from Malaysian 
executives and even civil servants 
since 1983, there have been other 
financial scandals and regional"! • 
publications have played a big role 
in unearthing some of the relevant 
facts. It is also true that some of 
the scandals appear to be connected, 
directly or indirectly. to certain 
important pol itical personalities. Th1s 
is why by the beginning of 1986, 
after almost 3 years of exposes of 
alleged mismanagement and corrup
tion which put the Government 
in a bad light, it decided to amend 
the Act to replace fines for offenders 
with a mandatory jail term of a 
year. The amendments introduced 
in March were subsequently with
drawn partly because of the August 
General Election. Now they are being 
re-introduced, reinforced further by 
an all-encompassing defimtion of 
'Official Secrets'. There is no need 
to emphasise why it is being done 
in th1s manner at this time: after 
a thumping victory in the elections. 
the Barisan leadership which has 
many secrets to hide, feels that 1t 
must immediately take steps to 
safeguard its interests. 

AND WHAT YOU DON'T KNOW 
WON'T ~URT TH£ GOVE.I<NMfNT 
B-ITHER. f 



14) Though one's arguments against 
OSA and other such laws may 
sound convincing, the Government 
has often maintained that such 
arguments are influenced by Western 
liberal ideas. Is this true? 
It is wrong to suggest that all those 
who are opposed to OSA are slavish 
adherents of Western liberalism. (In 
any case our 1972 OSA was based 
upon the British Official Secrets 
Act of 1911 !). 

Aliran is opposed to OSA primarily 
because it transgresses the integrity. 
dignity and sanctity of the human 
being. This concept of the sanctity 
of the human being is found in all 
the great spiritual traditions, be it 
Islam. Buddhism, Hinduism or 
Christianity. 

Man's rights and freedoms are 
embodied in the philosophies of all 
the world religions. The freedom 
of expression for instance is clearly 
annunciated in Islam and Buddhism. 

FREEDOM 

The duty of a human being to 
uphold justice and to oppose 
wrongdoing is part of Christianity, 
Hinduism and Islam. 
In all the religions,there are nume
rous episodes to show how much 
value was attached to consultations 
between rulers and ruled. More 
important some of the religious 
traditions require rulers to be fully 
accountable to their people. In Islam, 
for instance, the early Caliphs and 
even some latter-day rulers, gave 
detailed accounts to their people 
of even their personal belongings 
and their daily routine. There is the 
story of the Caliph Omar lbn
Khattab obtaining the permission of 
the people to use some medicine 
kept in the public treasury in order 
to cure his illness. 

There is no doubt about it at all: 
the fight against the OSA amend
ments is a struggle to uphold some 
of the sacred values contained in 

all the spiritual traditions found 
in Malaysia. 

15) Since the Barisan is so overwhelming
ly powerful, isn't it futile opposing 
the OSA amendments? They will 
become law in any case, so what 
is the point of the anti-OSA cam
paign? 
Of course, the Barisan will have no 
problem getting the amendments 
approved by Parliament but that 
does not mean that we should all 
give up. 

The struggle against dominance and 
a~thoritarianism like the struggle 
against other injustices is a long, 
arduous struggle. It will demand a ... 
lot of sacrifices. • 

If through the OSA protest, our 
people become more conscious of 
the importance of human rights, 
of what democracy really means, 
then we would have won a great 
victorye 

The 
Ali ran 

Resolution 

Noting that the amendments to th_e 
Official Secrets Act {OSA) 1972 seek 
to curb the flow of information from 
the Government to the people on matte(S 
of vital importance to socie~; 

Noting that these amendments repu
diate the practice of public accounta
bility which should be the essence of a 
Government elected by the people; 

Noting that the amendments will 
reinforce the cult of secrecy within 
Government circles which is already 
quite widespread; 
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Noting that the amendments deny 
the people their fundamental right 
to know whether the Government ~s 
fulfilling its role as the people:s trustee 
or not. 

We the members of Aliran hereby 
call upon the Government to 

Withdraw the amendments to the 
()fficial Secrets Act (OSA) in their 
entirety; 

Repeal the Official Secrets Act {OSA) 
1972 itself which violates alt the values 
crucial to Parliamentary Democracy and 

Replace the OSA with a Freedom of 
Information Act which_ would be in 
harmony with the concept of funda
mental liberties contained in the Malay
sian Constitution and the principle of 
Parliamentary Democracy embodied in 
the Rukunegara. 

Aliran Monthly November/December 1986 



FREEDOM 

THE OSA IS NOT REALLY 
T~AI BAD .... 

TRUE I IT WIU CURB THE 
~EE~M bF CfltrAtN 
IN PM DUALS ANP 6ROU~ • .. 

BUT ON THE OTllER ~ANP, 
IT WILL ALL.bW GREA1ER 
J:REE!A?M FOR C>TAER 
IMPfV!DUALS A t-Il> 6ROUPS ••• 

WEU, IT tullL CERTAINLY 
AUJ)W GREAl"fR FREflX>M 
R>R THe:- 60UERNM~NT ro 
W WM-r:FVER IT LIKES f 
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The Bar Council Resolution 

WHEREAS the Malaysian Bar notes that:-

(1) The Proclamation of Independence read by Tunku Abdul Rahman on 31st August 
1957 expressly declared that the Federal Constitution contains provisions to 
''safeguard the fundamental rights and liberties of the people" and that the system 
of government of Malaya would be based on parliamentary democracy. 

(2) Article 1 0( 1) of the Federal Constitution expressly provides that every citizen has 
the right to freedom of speech and expression and if such right is to be worthy 
of anything it must extend to commenting on matters of government which affect 
a large part of the life of every member of the public. 

(3) By virtue of Article 121 of the Federal Constitution judicial power of the Federa
tion shall be vested in the High Court and the Supreme Court and for the proper "" 
exercise of this power and in the interest of justice discretion in sentencing must 
be vested solely with the Courts. 

(4) A cardinal feature of Parliamentary democracy is that the elected government is 
accountable for its actions and for accountabil ity to be effective information must 
flow freely from government to citizens except in matters that relate to national 
security and defence. 

(5) The Official Secrets Act 1972 is modelled on the Official Secrets Act 1911 of 
England which Act has been criticised in numerous reported cases in England 
for severely curtai ling the citizen's right to know, and comment upon, matters 
pertaining to the Government. 

(6) Having regard to such criticism of the concept of official secret sorne countries 
have enacted Freedom of Information Acts thereby imposing positive obligations 
on the Government to disclose information in certain circumstances. 

(7) The Barisan Nasional Government is committed to open government, having 
declared in its July 1986 manifesto that they believe in "liberal and tolerant 
society" and that in the political sphere "there shall be free expression." 

(8) The Official Secrets (Amendment) Bill 1986 is severe in its terms in that:-

(a) The expression "official secret" is given an extremely wide definition to cover 
various matters which are not connected in any way w ith national security 
or defence. 

(b) The Minister is given the r ight to add at any time further matters to the already 
wide definition of the expression "official secret". 

(c) The Minister and certain other public officers are given the right to certify 
that an official document. information or material is an official secret and such 
certification shall be conclusive evidence and cannot be questioned in any 
Court on any ground whatsoever. 

(d) The replacement of all penalties of fine by a mandatory minimum term of 
imprisonment of 1 year. 

(9) By the matters set out above the Bill seen as a whole, is inimical to the constitutio
nal right to freedom of speech and expression and encroaches on the discretionary 
power of sentencing traditionally belonging to the Courts. 

ACCORDINGLY the Malaysian Bar with all respect resolves:- ' 

( 1) That the Government be requested not to table the Bill in Parliament. 

ALTERNATIVELY 
( 1) That the Government be requested to postpone the readings of the Bi II. 

(2) That more time be given to consider the far-reaching consequences of the Bill 
including the possibility of introducing Freedom of Information Legislation . 

IN THE FURTHER ALTERNATIVE 
(1) That upon the Bill being read in Parliament it be referred to Select Committee 

for study. 

AND THAT the Malaysian Bar pledges to Government its assistance in any way 
in carrying out a detailed study of the relevant legislation. 
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FREEDOM · . 

An Open Letter 
to the Prime Minister 

TO: DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR MOHAMAD 
PRIME MINISTER OF MALAYSIA 

Yang Amat Berhormat Datuk Seri 

We, Malaysians from all walks of life, appeal to Yang Amat Berhormat 
Datuk Seri and the Government of Malaysia not to table the proposed amendments 
to the Official Secrets Act 1972 in Parliament. 

We make this appeal in the belief that Yang Amat Berhormat Datuk Seri 
and members of your Cabinet will not go back on election pledges to create, 
among other things, a liberal and accountable government. 

We believe that we as citizens of Malaysia have, after the first set of proposed 
amendments were tabled in the last (sixth) Parliament, made clear our concern 
that the existing laws of our country are severe enough. 

We had also made known then, that we wish for the entire Act to be reviewed 
and that we wish for laws that would enable the Government to be more open 
and accountable to the citizens. 

We are saddened to note again that the views of the public and the Press 
have not been sought for the amendments to the OSA, which your goodself had 
stated would be presented at this sitting of Parliament. 

We therefore appeal to Yang Amat Berhormat Datuk Seri and the 
Government of Malaysia not to present amendments to the Official Secrets Act 
1972, in whatever form they may be, to Pariiament before the views of the citizens, 
in particular the public interest groups, are sought and considered. 

Thank you. 

Signed by: 

NUJ and 7 concerned groups including ALIRAN. 

Letters 
We welcome letters from readers. Letters can be either in English or Bahasa Malaysia. 
These letters may be edited for purposes of space and clarity. The views expressed may 
not be those of the AI iran Monthly. Pseudonyms are accepted but all letters should 
include the writer's name and address. Letters should preferably be typewritten with 
double-spacing; if hand-written, they should be legible. 

Letters should be addressed to the Editor, AI iran Monthly, P .0. Box 1049. Penang, 
Malaysia. 

The 1986 General Election: 
A Review 

N otwithstanding the numerous congratula· 
tions showered on the Prime Minister, the 

Barisan Nasional deserves no credit, in my 
opinion, for the landslide victory in the recent 
general election for various reasons. 

In a parliamentary democracy, elections 
must be conducted in a democratic manner 
which means that there should be a display of 
fairness and justice. 

Compared with the previous elections the 
1986 election was the crudest and totally one
sided. lnd~, it was a game of the end justi· 

tying the means. 
The redelineation of constituencies was 

done in such a way that it is more favourable 
to the Barisan Nasional. The independence of 
the Election Commission, which is a vital 
factor in a parliamentary democracy, has been 
drastically circumscribed by legislation. 

Political parties were given just four days to 
decide on the candidates to be nominated and 
only 9 days to campaign in a country which has 
an area of 130,000 square miles and which 
consists of east and west separated by sea. 
Added to it was the ban on public rallies which 
was frequently violated with impunity by the 
top leaders of the ruling party. Even in the 
1955 general election, when the security 
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Reading the newspapers: A wish 
for the government to be more 
open and accountable. 

situation of the country was at its worst, public 
rallies were freely allowed and the period of 
campaign was, if I remember correctly, at 
least one month. 

The mass media - the press, radio and 
television - went on a persistent propaganda 
in favour of the Barisan Nasional and projecting 
the weaknesses - mostly imaginary and un· 
founded - of the opposition parties. The 
editors semmed to have totally forgotten the 
ethics of fair reporting. 

The caricatures that appeared in -a number 
of local dailies, to say the least, was vulgar and 
deserved outright condemnation. One is 
tempted to ask: What is the moral calibre of 
the people who are responsible for the prepara
tion and publication of such caricatures? I 
hope that the press will not stoop so low as to 
accept such despicable advertisements in future 
even if they boost their revenue by a million 
ringgit. 

Not satisfied with all the above unethical 
and unfair tactics, the Barisan leaders including 
the Prime Minister went on frightening the 
people by implied threats of a repeat of May 
13, should the Barisan lose. Or. Mahathir 
Mohamad and Dr. Lim Chong E~ went a 
step further by proposing a change of leader
ship in OAP, not realising that it could 
bommerang with a rebuff fro'!l DAP that 
Datuk Musa is a better leader for the nation! 

The pattern of voting and the election 
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1'11SUI1s exposed certain hard facts. First and 
foremost il the fact that the electorate in 
Peninsular Malaysia are not so sophisticated or 
strong-willed as their counterparts in Sabah. 
The Sa~hans could not be cowed by threats, 
eYen riots, arson and murder; nor did they 
succumb to Barisan's propaganda and promises 
as demonstrated in the State Election in May. 
The fact that the DAP and an Independent 
could win 5 parliamentary seats in that State 
should be taken as a fore-warning to Datuk 
Joseph Pairin and the PBS not to betray the 
trust of the Sa~hans. 

To the rural people of Peninsular Malaysia, 
recession, retrenchment, unemployment, po
verty, the BMF and EPF scandals, rampant 
corruption, misappropriltion of public funds, 
fTaud, cheating and unath1cal practices by top 
leaders ware not issues that would influence the 
pattern of their voting. Race was the dominant 
factor. They also seemed to have succumbed to 
the propaganda of the ruling party, kenduries, 
monetary rewards and petronage. 

Otherwise, how could one account for the 
election of Tan Koon Swan, who is on trial for 
abetment of fraud and criminal breach of 
trust, to the Dewan Rakylt? -

The trouncing of PAS by UMNO reveals 
that the Malays by and large are not interested 
in an Islamic Swte. Nor are the women pre
pared to forgo their political rights. In spite 
of the efforts of PAS leaders to secure the 
support of the non-Malays, I do not think, 
they got even one vote from the no,..Muslims. 
As Dr. Tan Chue Khoon said, they should 
reali.sa that Malaysia is a multi-racial, multi· 
religious country and therefore to most Malay
siaru: an Islamic Sute is not acceptable, It is 
time that PAS reviewed its concept of an 
Islamic State. 

A number of MCA, Gerakan and MIC candi
dates were able to win the election because of 
UMNO's support. At the same time, it cannot 
be denied that some of the UMNO candidates 
would have lost to the PAS if not for the 
support of the other component parties of the 
coalition. It does not, however, indicate that 
the pattern of voting was not on racial lines. 
In most inswnces, it was the result of the clever 
redelineation of constituencies designed by 
the ruling party in the name of the Election 
Commission, 

Coming to the urban electorate, they were 
given the c:floice either to vote a non-Malay 

from the Barisan Nasional or from the Oppo
sitiOn parties and they preferred the latte r, 
especially the DAP. The DAP capitalised on 
the scandals, corruption and mismanagemetlt 
by the ruling party and its manifesto with the 
theme "Enough is Enough' was very effective, 
The party has emerged as the voice of the 
urban people, Let us hope and pray that nona 
of Its MPs and State Assemblymen will fall 
prey to the attractive carrots that would be 
dangled by some of the partners of the Barisan 
Nasional in due course. 

Another lesson that the 1986 election has 
taught us is that the people of Malaysia abhor 
splinter and mushroom parties like SOP, 
NasMa, Wori(ers Party etc. They should now 
wind up and allow their members, who are 
generally pro-opposition, to join other parties. 

In about five years' time when the next 
general election is held, I am confident, the 
Malaysian people will become more conscious 
of their political and social rights and they will 
not fall victim to unllfhieal tactics and false 
propaganda and promises. ~ 

K George 
Klang . 

THE GoVERNMENT IS ONLY 
TRYING TO PROTECT YoU/ . 

~ .. ,,,~ 
~~' Oh 

0 
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Aliran Monthly November/ December 1986 10 



Democratise The Malaysian Media 

M ost of us have been very concerned 
about mass media (especially press) frll9-

dom in Malaysia. On numerous occasions SGS 
has called for some democratisation in the 
ownership, management and operations of all 
forms of mass media in the country. But, alas, 
the response has been negative and the recent 
coverage of the General Elections by the media 
has dramatised the absence of any meaningful 
democracy in this sector! 

Dunng the 1986 General Elections, the mass 
media was used exclusively as a propaganda arm 
of the Barisan Nasional from nomination to 
election day, carrying crude cartoons and 
election material without even the decency of 
captioning them under 'advertisement'. While 
it is common knowledge that they are all 
owned, directly or indirectly, by components 
of the Barisan, never before had their coverage 
been so unfair. No thinking Malaysian should 
allow this disgraceful episode to go unchal
lenged, especially with the Prime Minister once 
again justifying press control. 

We have grown up saddled with the Official 
Secrets Act (OSA), one of the many repressive 
laws bequeathed to us by our colonial masters 
on Merdeka Day. The years of independence, 
i~ead of lessening the restrictions, have 
instead seen three t ightenings of this particular 
piece of legislation, the latest proposal (which 
may be re-introduced in the next sitting of 
Parliament) being the unkindest cut of all . 
This example of overkill has even moved our 
controlled and docile press (including the 
Organisation of Newspaper Editors) to protest! 

SGS fails to understand the logic behind the 
determination to enact this amendment where
by a mandatory 1 year imprisonment will 
replace almost all the fines stipulated in the 
OSA. Is this a more heinous crime than swind
ling BMF of billions of ringgit, and yet no move 
has been made to provide a similar mandatory 
imprisonment in the Banking Act? We are not 
talk ing of the passing of State secrets to any 
foreign power, but the punishment meted out 
EVEN to any buck reporter who somehow 
receives any document which has not been 
declassified by a Minister or government 
official. 

In a way, this move should not be a surprise. 
It seems to be part of a pattern that started 
unfolding in January 1985 when the Prime 
Minister began hitting out against critics of his 
policies. The innuendoes have intensified in 
1986 and the Government has been hyper
sentitive to criticisms over the BMF and Memali 
affairs. This move may be the masterstroke to 

gag all critics (not just journalists) by depriving 
them of any means of finding out the basic 
facts about how the country is run. SGS views 
this move as tantamount to imprisoning public 
accountability. HOW CAN THERE BE ANY 
MEANINGFUL PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY 
IF OFFICIAL INFORMATION REMAINS 
VIRTUALLY SEALED UP WITHIN GOVERN
MENT VAUL TS7 

Concerned about the deteriorating situation 
of the mass media, SGS, together with Aliran 
and a number of other public interest societies 
launched a month-long CAMPAIGN FOR A 
DEMOCRATIC MEDIA ON 12 SEPTEMBER. 
We organised a variety of activities to inform 
as many Malaysians as possible of the various 
controls existing in the media a~ articulata 
possible options to democratise it. We invited 
all concerned organisations including NUJ and 
SCAH to join this campaign. 

Some of t he options/ways of democratising 
the mass media are: 

1. ~olltion of the annual licensing of news
papers and periodicals; 

2. introduction of a Freedom of Information 
Act and the replacement of the OSA by an 
Espionage Act; 

3. repeal of the Printing Presses and Publi
cations Act; 

4. appointment of a Parliamentary Ombuds
man to handle all complaints against the 
mass media , whether from the public or 
the Government; 

5. ridding the Government and civil service 
of the 'sulit' syndrome; 

6. improving public accountability at all 
levels, both in the public and privata 
sectors; 

7. establishing a mass media authority di
rectly answerable only to Parliament and 
which will be responsible for approving 
the establishement of all n- newspapers, 
radio and TV stations; 

8. initiating and supporting a people's 
newspaper (one in each of the major 
languages), funded by public donations 
and subscriptions, and free from the 
stranglehold of commercial advertising; 

9 . improving the motivation and dedication 
of all Malays;an editors and journalists 
so that they actively work for the de;.,o
cratisetion of their media; 

10. both the media and government becoming 
mora receptive to criticisms and un
pleasant feedback from the people; 

11. ordinary Malays;ans articulating more 
often and persistently their demand for 
democratisation of the media at every 
possible opportunity; 

and 
12. a mental cttanga within the ruling Barisan 

to stop treating the mass media as its tool 
and a propaganda arm, especially in per
petuating its control over political power. 

Serious doubts have bean raised about the 
validity and mor~lity of the 1986 General 
Electton victory claims of the Barisan. Cer
tainly there is no evidence to support the PM's 
claim that the electorate specifically endorsed 
pet policies of his, like look Eest, privatization, 
and HICOM (and press control?). In fact, the 
very fact that ttle PM has to make such public 
claims is indicative of the fact that he is not so 
assured of suet-. support that he can openly 
make corrections to those aspects which have 
attracted public criticisms. Why has he to r~ise 
once again the bogey of the Zionist threat and 
to attack his critics as underminers of national 
progress? Don't these belie the Barisan Mani
festo's assurance of a liberal, moderate at'Ml • 
tolerant society? 

There is an urgent need for greater openness 
in the administration of all, especially the finan
cial, segments of the public and private sectors. 
Vested interests invoke excessive and un
necessary secrecy, without providing adequate 
checks and balances. Consequently financial 
shenanigans seem to be so easy as witnessed 
both by the BMF Scandal as wall as the Pan
El affair. 

Integrity and morality are not just for the 
birds but vital at the highest lewis of manage
ment. Unless our leaders overnight transform 
themselves into paragons of candour and 
truth, t here is no choice but for all th inking 
Malaysians to campaign for a Freedom of 
Information Act. Since press freedom in 
Malaysia is far from satisfactory, Malaysians 
have luod to rely on the much maligned fo,.ign 
press for basic information about important 
national issuas like the Constitutional Crisis 
and evan the story behind Musa's resignation. 
But with the proposed OSA amendment even 
this sector could be starved of information. 
We cannot (more so with the proposed amend
ment) cbunt on the Malaysian median to 
inform us correctly of the facts on issues 
(especially if the Government does not give the 
clearance) nor can it serve the vital role of 
supplying accurate feedback to the Govern
ment. This is a national tragedy as both the 
people and Government will suffer in the 
end". 

Gurmit Singh K S 
President 

Selangor Graduates Society 
ISGS) 

r------------------------------. 
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Stock market: Fund managers will not invest if the economic and political situation remains precarious 

Vested Interest or National Interest? 

F inance Minister Oaim Zainuddin's expla· 
nation of the government's decision to 

intervene in the stock market with public funds 
is hard to swallow. 

While it may not be too difficult to accept 
the fact that the government's decision to use 
public funds to bolster the stock market was 
at the behest of " captains of industry". I, 
together with thousands of other E.P.F. contri
butors wonder who they are. 

For the Finance Minister to state that many 
of the people facing problems were "small 
time investors who were losing money" and 
that "In Malaysia, the small fellows and not 
fund managers move the stock market" really 
taxes the limit of even the most gullible 
layman. 

In the first place, let us separate the genuine 
investors from the gamblers and speculators. 

Prudent investors choose their stocks with 
care or with the help of professional stock 
analysts. They do not resort to panic selling 
when times are bad. There is no necessity to 
as they only invest when they have the means 
to. Prudent investors only purchase shares of 
sound companies with a consistent good track 
record. 

Gamblers and speculators on the other 
hand play the stodl market by herd instinct 
and rumours. They treat the stock exchange 
like a casino. In order to make a killing they 
even borrow to buy shares. Obsessed with 
the idea of getting rich overnight they more 
often than not get "sc:orched". 

But many of the people who are badly hit 
this time are not only the so-called "small 
time investors" or "small fellows" as Encik 
Daim terms them. The more severely incapa
citated are the so-called "captains of industry" 
who behave more like buccaneers of the stock 
market. They with their access to the corridors 
of power and financial institutions, as well as 
inside information, often manipulate the stock 
market to their advantage. For once they are 
caught in the web of their own manoeuverings 
and intrigues. 

It is not easy, try as one might, to under· 
stand how the Finance Minister arrives at the 
unbelievable conclusion that is is not the fund 
managers but rather the small time investors 
who move the market. Just what percentage 
of the working population play the stock 
market? After paying their tax, insurance, 
E.P.F., car instalments and maintenance, hou11 
instalments or rentals and upkeep of family 
how much money do ordinary people have 
to buy shares? 
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But fund managers control millions for 
investment purposes. A good example wes 
provided by the Singapore Stock Market 
which picked up after Japanese fund mana
gers invested there. 

If the fund managers are not active in our 
stock market is it because they choose not to 
gamble with their clients' funds because the 
economic and political situation is precarious? 

Does not the priority of the government 
then lie in restoring public confidence rather 
than artificially boosting the value of shares? 
Have we not learnt any lesson from the tin 
fiasco? No amount of ringgit pumped into the 
stock market can persuade fund managers to 
come in with their money if nothing is done 
about the political and economic situation 
in the country. 

A conversation I once had with a financial 
consultant comes to mind. He stated emphati· 
cally that whether or not the stock market in 
Malaysia picks up depends on a few factors 
the chief of which is whether or not the big 
foreign fund managers decide to come back 
and invest. Is this true? 

When a jobless worker cannot withdraw any 
money from his E.P.F. contribution to feed his 
family or when a crippled worker barely gets 
enough from SOCSO to keep body and soul 
together, is it morally right for the government 
to use funds from E.P.F., SOCSO and Bank 
Simpanan Nasional to pump into the stock 
market? Whom are we bailing out? The 
"captains of industry", the speculators, the 
gamblers or the so-called small investors? 

Have I, as an E.P.F. contributor, no say in 
how my hard-earned money is being used? 

Mr. Finance Minister, instead of irrational 
statements let us have some facts and figures. 
Batter still work out a long term strategy rather 
than resort to poorly thought out politically 
expedient ad-hoc measures that smack of a 
desperate and despicable attempt cater to the 
interests of "the captains of industry". 

•• 
Wows to Woes! 

Yin Ee Kok 
Kuala Lumpur 

I am writing this lener because my husband 
being a Government employee, is restrained 

by some Standing Order to do so. 
My husband is one of the few "fortunate" 
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purchasers who have benefitted from the price 
reduction of $5,000 in respect of the POC flats 
at MaCallum Street Ghaut. In fact, it was the 
price reduction which prompted me to per· 
suade him to buy the flat. 

We thought that it was a real bargain until 
we moved in to occupy the premises. And here 
are the complaints:-
1. The ceiling height is only 9 feet although 

the Uniform Building Bylaws specify a 
minimum of 10 feet for ceilings of premises 
not mechanically ventilated (i.e. air-condi
tioned). Our honest electrician friend told 
us that due to the low ceiling height, the 
NEB will not approve the installation 
of ceiling fans. When we complained to the 
PDC, one of its senior staff had the cheek to 
suggest that we air-condition the flat. If we 
could really afford the air-conditioning, we 
would have purchased a single-storey terrace 
house instead of a flat. 

2. The number of car parking lots is grossly 
insufficient in spite of the fact that the 
flats are only 60% occupied. The 3 blocks 
of low-rise flats completed in the 2 earlier 
phases contain 98 shop units and 238 flats 
whila the 5 high-rise blocks (Blocks 346, 
348, 350, 352 and 354) consist of 40 shops 
and 656 flats. There are a total of 138 shops 
and 892 flats. We understand that under the 
current car-parking provision requirements 
imposed by the Municipal Council on deve
lopers, 2 car parking lots are needed for 
each shop and one car parking lot for each 
flat. Therefore, 1168 parking lots are re
quired. If Mr. Lim Kit Siang does not mind 
a bit of footwork, he is invited to come to 
MaCellum Street Ghaut to count the 
number of parking lots. 

3. The width of the existing eccesses to the 
housing sc:herne is inadequate. Private deve
lopers have to provide access roads with a 
minimum width of 40 feet. Perhaps, Mr. 
Teoh Teik Huat can borrow a measuring 
tape to verify the width of MaCellum 
Street Ghaut and Cecil Street Ghaut. 

4. The site of the MaCallum Street Ghaut 
flats and its accesses are flood-prone during 
the rainy season. There are no monsoon 
drains and the existing earth ditch beside 
the Penang Yellow Bus workshop is too 
narrow and shallow to serve any purpose. 
On-going land reclamation · works at the 
foreshore between MaCallum Street Ghaut 
and Presgrave Street Ghaut only aggravate 
the situation further. 

5. The workmanship of the flat leaves much 
to be desired. There is this rumour that the 
3 blocks of flats near the mouth of the 



Sungei Pi nang river are tilting (or "slanting", 
as the PDC countered for its flats in Sayan 
Baru which were similarly afflicted). The 
cracked refuse chambers on the ground 
floor only strengthen this suspicion. In 
addition, there have been precedents of 
PDC flats suffering the same fate. 
In view of the above, w e are surprised why 

the Municipal Council can approve the project. 
As the approvmg authority, it can be the 
subject of lit igation by any aggrieved flat 
puchaser. 

Furthermore, we are perturbed why the 
Consumers Association of Penang which is 
normally vocifwous, is keeping mum on so 
many issues raised. 

We suggest the formation of a Committee 
of Inquiry comprising representatives from 
the following:-
a) Ministry of Housing and local Government 
b) Ministry of Public Works 
c) Drainage and Irrigation Department 
d) Board of Architects, Malaysia 
e) Board of Engineers, Malaysia 
f) The State Assemblyman for the area affected 
g) The Federation of Malaysian Consumers 

Associations 
h) The MaCallum Street Ghaut Flat Residents 

Association 
i) The Press 

The PDC should only be allowed to attend 
the meetings as observers because it is not 
expected to be impartial. Similarly, the Muni
cipal Council cannot be a member of the pro
posed committee because its action have proved 
to be incompetent with its statutory function 
as custodian of the laws pertaining to con
struction and housing development control. 

•• 
Frankly Speaking! 

Teh lucy 
Penang 

I am not at all a regular letter writer for 
your column but I simply had to write to 

congratulate 'Frank' for his very realistic 
account on 'Why Education Standards Are 
Falling'. (Aiiran August/September 1986 issue). 

Frankly, Frank, I am so glad that you were 
so frank about it all especially the part ahnut 
protesting against "irregularities" which cause 
students to miss lessons. True, so many teachers 
get students to run petty errands for them. 
Very often they ask to see certain students 
during lesson time. I happen to be one of those 
who resents this and so it happened that I once 
told the 'messenger' (another student) that no 
one leaves class during my lesson unless it is 
absolutely urgent. Boy, did I incur the wrath 
of the teacher concerned I 

Sad, but it is true that not many teachers 
have their students' interest at heart. The few 
who do, are often sneered at. Honestly, if a 
teacher shows sufficient interest in her students 
as persons (and not take them for granted), 
the students often respond favourably and the 
teaching-learning process becomes a meaningful 
one. 

Sadly, again, most teachers are so calculating 
these days and will do nothing extra to help 
their studentll MDIIlr.iallv the weak ones. A 

caring teacher would detect the weaker stu
dents in her class and work out some graded 
or remedial exercises for them untill such time 
that they are able to follow the normal curri
culum by themselves without that extra help. 
Believe me, these students will be grateful for 
the teacher's help in reaching out to them in 
their need. What is more, the sense of satis
faction that a teacher will experience when 

she sees an improvement (no matter how small) 
in her students' performance, is testimony of 
a job well done and will serve to boost her 
morale further ! 

But you know what? If you happen to be 
the hardworking type, you had better not 
show off. Make sure no one finds out! If you 
are caught ..... , you will be branded a misfit 
amongst today's brand of teachers! You will 
be lectured on the futility of your efforts and 
accused of not having mastered the tricks of 
the teaching trade even though you profess 
to be an old hand in the profession .. ... . 
blah .. . .. blah . . . .. blah .. . .. They make you 
sick! They gang up against you and try to 
undermine your morale. I say they are a sham 
and a shame to the teaching profession! 

Lucille Gr .. . rr . . . rr . . . .. . 
Penang 

•• 
HYPOCRISY AT ITS BEST 

T 
here is one fact among others with which 
we have to come to terms in this country. 

That is, as an effective instrument in promoting 
racial harmony in this country, Bahasa Malaysia 
has been recognised as the official language. But 
in the context of promoting racial harmony, it 
stops there. But to make it worse there are 
some education policies on languages that tend 
to hinge on pure hypocrisy! 

It has been a practise in institutes of higher 
learning in this country to offer various 
language courses to students. They include 
Japanese, French, German, Thai etc. But basing 
on the argument that language plays an im· 
portant role in racial harmony, how do these 

foreign languages help in creating a mere har
monious society? How inany of our students 
proficient in these languages really go abroad 
(for studies or otherwise), let alone get the 
chance to use them locally? 

The biggest flaw in the system is that it 
offers students languages of nations right 
across the other side of the world but fails to 
equip these students with the languages of 
his next door neighbour! Isn't it utter hypo
crisy for a Malaysian to be well-versed in a 
foreign language (which he may never use) but 
fail to comprehend thlll language spoken in 
his neighbourhood. 

The system prepares a student to accustom 
himself in a foreign land but places him in a 
peculiar position back home when he finds 
himself a stranger in an estate, a Chinese new 
village or in a village somewhere in Sabah 
or Sarawak. 

This reflects badly on an education system 
cum government policies that has lost its 
true purpose in a multi-racial country like 
Malaysia. 

Instead of foreign languages, why can't the 
schools and universities offer languages like 
Jawi, Cantonese, Hokkien, Mandarin, Tamil, 
Sikh, Kadazan, lban etc. which reflects true 
Malaysian culture. Our education system should 
make it a point for all students (at one stage 
of his education) to learn a language (at least 
at the spoken level) other than his mother 
tongue. 

This way we maintain Bahsa Malaysia as 
an official language besides helping all Malay
sians to learn the language of his fellow country
men and in the process learn more about them. 

Without the element of truth and honesty 
in policies implemented, a harmonious society 
in this country is, at best, only a dream. 

S.R. 
Penang 
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Spare A Thought 

' 'There are none so blind as those who will 
not see". 

How many of us have ever set foot in a 
rubber estate and seen at first hand how estate 
workers live? How many of us are even aware 
of the existence of these workers? The number 
cannot be many; otherwise a lot more would 
have been done to improve the lot of the 
estate workers. Or would it? Some of us might 
have some recollection of the ( in ) famous 
Selancar Empat case, where estate workers 
were treated like slaves. A lot of publicity was 
given by the local press andl it was a hot topic 
for quite some time. Many people came up with 
generous offers of employment for the victims. 
We congratulated ourselves that we had done 
our duty well in helping those unfortunate 
souls. Sadly however, the real issue was evaded. 

Recently, the Utusan Konsumer (August 
1986) reported that a boy, S.N. Chandran had: 
died of acute malnutrition in lunas, Kedah. 
The boy's father was earning too little as an 
estate worker to be able to provide enough 
food for the family. Many of us would still 
remember what our eminent Dr. Mahathir 
Mohamad had said, "There is no absolute 
poverty in Malaysia". However, the facts speak 
for themselves. That a person could die of 
starvation in Malaysia, a land 'flowing with 
milk and honey', is a shameful and tragic thing, 
to say the least. The powers that be even had 
the nerve to deny that the boy had died of 
starvation. Be that as it may, it doesn't exone
rate the Government from doing its duty. 

What has the Government done so far? 
It is ironical that the Government has been 
spending millions on luxury projects ($150 
million in the Pulau langkawi tourist project, 
to quote but one example) when it is very clear 
that the basic human needs of a sector of the 
population are not being met. 

In vi- of the above, the Government has 
a moral duty to: 
a) scrap all luxury projects. 
b) channel more funds towards the eradication 

of poverty, irrespective of race. 
c) exert pressure on big estates to provide 

better facilities, in the way of decent 
housing, electricity and water supply. 

d) set a minimum wage for all workers, particu
larly estate workers. 

e) conduct periodic checks on estates to ensure 
that the worken' welfare is safeguarded. 

f) bring errant estate owners to justice. 
All Malaysians must stand up for justice. 

Are we not shamed by the fact that one of our 
innocent brethren had to die a pitiable death 
because we were all too busy with 'matters of 
consequence' to bother about the cries of e 
hungry little boy? 

•• 

Tan Miau Eng 
Pahang 

Treat the Cause- Not the Symptom! 

T
he move to ban open-air rock concerts 
does not come as a surprise. It seems to be 

an "in thing" to ban just about everything 
perceived as undesirable - the breakdance and 
Kassim Ahmad's book "Had is- a reevaluation" 
just to mention a f-. 

But the more important question is will 
banning the performance of open-air rock 
concerts really help to instill a better sensa of 
values in our youths? The government may be 
sincere in its move to prevent our youths from 
going astray but imposing 11 ban without 
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reforming them in other areas has limited 
usefulness. Slapping a ban is not a cure for 
every social ill. Without understanding the 
underlying causes why rock fans go crazy over 
such performance and try to solve the problem 
will only make the situation worse. Even 
without resorting to drastic moves to ban rock 
music, there are better, effective methods to 
deal with the problems. let's understand 
the causes of this roclc music phenomenon. The 
type of music composed by 'musicians' is a 
reflection of the mood of society. There is 
nothing positive or uplifting about rock music. 
Rock music conveys a tense of frustration, 
anger, suppression, meaninglessness and hope
lessness. This appeals directly to the mood of 
the fans who are not totally, gainfully employ
ed who has nothing to look forward to in life 
who ere angry with society which is possible 
sick in mind and feel out of place listening to 
classical music. Dr. Mahathir likened these 
people to those who have lost their minds 
(9/ 9/ 86 STAR). 

This is where the forces of supply and 
demand meet. As long as there are people 
who are angry, frustrated end who have no 
sense of direction and no goals in life - the 
demend for rock music as a way of expressing 
that emptiness and frustration with life will 
always have certain appeal for such people. 

Merely condemning the existence of such 
rock bands and trying to stop youngsters from 
going cruy over such fads alone is not enough 
- the government should ask these questions:· 

"Who is responsible for such negative 
behniours in these youths?" Is it a reflection 
of the failure of the parents? Is it the end 
results of a sick educational system that teaches 
the youth nothing about moral values, the sense 
of right and wrong and failure to prepare them 
for the busin .. of wholesome living? Is it the 
failure of the religion that is supposed to act as 
defenc:e against the so-called corrupting 

influence of rock music? The rock music craze 
is a symptoms of a more serious mental lack. 
It is the penalty society is paying for neglecting 
its greatest potential asset- its youth! All these 
rock concert fans were at one time sweet, cut 
cute innocent babies - they were not born 
that way. How did they become that way? let 
those who have not failed these youths in one 
w.y or another cast the first stone at these 
rock fans. They need help. 

Why always blame the ills of society be it 
rock music, breakdance, smoking or venera! 
disease on the West when our educational 
system, our religion, our homes and our society 
do not equip our youths whatever it takes to 
reject such negatives influences. There must be 
a vacuum in our mental make-up that offers 
elmost no resistance to the onslaught of outside 
influences. It is our own weakness that is res
ponsible for our failure to overcome the evils 
from the West. 

Next, the absence of sustained effort to 
pass positive values in our culture and tradition 
to our youths. There are too many situation 
ethnics who believe that there is no absolute 
truth to pass on to the next generation. Too 
many of us do not know what is right or 
wrong. How do we expect our youngsters to 
know t he differences between good and bad 
music when we ourselves are ignorant of our 
own culture in which music i.s part of it! 

limited channel of expressing our youthful 
energies - for a government that does not 
encourage Its youth to think, analyse and to 
question certain policy and allow freedom of 
expression in our mass media - our youths 
have limited opportunity to sharpen their rea
soning intellectual power which is very vital to 
defence against the evil forces from outside. 
Because our youths are not encouraged to 
speak up, to challenge, to defend their views 
- we have little intellectual exercise to build 
our intellectual strength and sinews. This weak-

Rock concert: failure to prepare youths for wholesome living 
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ness of mind makes us easy targets for exploi· 
tation. Our youths have no chance to develop 
the power of discrimination. No wonder they 
are so easily overwhelmed by sub-standard 
rock music. The inalienable right to acquire a 
holistic education that encourages the minds 
to think, to analyse, to reason, to argua have 
been denied to our youth - no wonder they 
have to resort to rock music as a form of 
escapism. 

For every effect there is a cause. For every 
action there is an equal and opposite reaction. 
Nothing ever happens without a cause. 

The addiction to rock music, the substan
tial following we have in rock fans among the 
youths is a serious social problem that needs a 
solution. It demands a compassionate treatment 
that involves more analysis and further study. 
Unless the government changes its attitude 
and policy towards promotion of intellec
tualism, our youths will remain retarded 
intellectually. 

• • 

Tan Hock A ng 
Kuala Lumpur 

A Bigger Than BMF In The Making 

L ike the co-operative_ soci.eties in ~al~ysia 
the equipment leasmg Industry • m a 

terrible state of affairs except that this financial 
scandal involves a total sum bigger than the 
BMF loss. There are at least 150,000 reported 
transactions over a thre•yeer period corres
ponding to the usual period of each loan 
transaction. The average principal sum left is 
$100,000/· which means that the total sum 
is $15 billion. 

Assume that 1/3 of the borrowers are honest 
about paying and another 1/3 are unable to 
pay, there will be a potential loss of $5 billion 
that financial institutions and banks will suffer. 
In most cases the capital is obtained through 
block discounting from banks by financial 
instituions commonly known as "leasing and/ 
or credit companies". Sometimes they are 
subsidiaries of banks. Such companies are 
not regulated by any legislation. This results 
in great abuses, worse than chit fund, insurance, 
hire purchase, moneylending, immoral and 
illegal transactions. Even membership to the 
industry's only professional association (not 
council), the Equipment Leasing Association 
of Malaysia IEiaml is not compulsory. And 
there are at least 3000 such companies regis
tered under the Companies Act. 

Even a hawker and a coffee shop owner 
with $26· paid up capital could start such a 
business. 

Recently there were press reports of such 
companies accepting deposits at extraordinary 
high interest but going bust when they failed 
to make good the refunds. The real cause of 
such insolvency is the inability and refusal of 
the 2/3 borrowers who do not pay their instal
ments. Interest charged at cnmpound rates for 
late payments are as high as 50% or more. 
There have been few court decisions on the 
equipment leasing industry but a number are 
challenging the illegality that such transactions 
are really a device to by-pass the moneylending, 
banking, hire purchase, bills of sale and other 
statutory laws. 

Such disputes would cause tremendous 
losses which may exceed the BMF loss several 
timas over. Parliament must immediately pass a 
law to regu late the equipment leasing industry. 

Goh Bean Sim 
Sungai Petani 



Taman Negara: An Alternative 
Development Proposal 

Peninsular Malaysia's first (and so far, 
only) National Park was gazetted in 1938 and 
1939 by the State Governments of Pahang, 
Kelantan and Terengganu. With an area of 1677 
square miles, Taman Negara is the most impor
tant conservation area in the country due to 
its size, remoteness, presence of all local species 
of big mammals, and the special flora and 
fauna associated with the peninsula's highest 
mountain. 

The Malayan Nature Society is deeply 
concerned to hear that bulldozers may shortly 
be authorised to enter Taman Negara to begin 
work on the planned Kuala Tahan-Kuala 
Teku road, 

Objections to the road project on both 
environmental and economic grounds have 
been voiced to the government by the Malayan 
Nature Society, Sahabat Alam Malaysia, Persa
tuan Mendaki Malaysia and other concerned 
bodies. The government ultimately agreed to 
the commissioning of an environmental impact 
assessment by World Wildlife Fund (Malaysia), 
but is not bound to take note of its recommen· 
dations. 

Under these circumstances and in the 
absence of any management plan for Taman 
Negara's development, MNS urges that the 
government withhold authorisation for cons
truction work to begin. It is suggested that six 
months be allowed to full analysis of all objec
tions raised. Scientific studies to gather the 
necessary data for a Taman Negara manage
ment plan could be conducted during this 
time, drawing on a wide range of experts. 

A report just relased by MNS in conjunc· 
tion with the Persatuan Mendaki Malaysia 
(PMMI sets out in detail the very considerable 
potential for tourist development in this 
western area, with ready access obtainable 
by rail or road to Merapoh, and by charter 
flight to Gua Musang 23 km north. From 
Merapoh a 20 km road could bring visitors 
to the site of a former Kampung at Kuala 
Cheruai, which appears eminently suitable 
for development of a new Visitor Centre. 
The last 12 km of this road would be within 
the National Park, but with a concrete surface 
and following undulating ridges so that there is 
negligible disturbance to the clear rivers of the 
area. 

From Kuala Cheruai the trek to Gunung 
Tahan can be cut to 4-5 days, and a round 
trip made possible, exiting via Kuala Tahan. 
The rivers in the Cheruai are strikingly beautiful 
and stow-flowing, ideal for paddle-powered 
boating. Many walking trails could be establish
ed, along the flat river terraces for short 
rambles and up onto hills and look-out points 
for longer trips. The spectacular limestone out
crop Gua Peningat - the highest in Peninsular 
Malaysia - is jsut 20 minutes walk from Kuala 
Cheruai and includes many caves and the 
opportunity to climb up to scenic view points. 
Wildlife is abundant in the Cheruai area, and 
there are salt licks where hides could be set up, 
as at Kuala Tahan. 

The Nature Society's objection to the Kuala 
Tahan-Kuala Teku road is that in the name of 
attracting tourists it destroys the things the 
tourists most want to see. While nominally a 
"jeep track" it would be constructed by heavy 
army machinery to a standard that can carry 
army lorries. It would extend some 50 km and 
require numerous bridges and culverts in its 
passage through steep and difficult terrain. The 
most damaging stretch of all would be the first 
five kilometres since this will destroy the 
virgin forest atmosphere around Kuala Tahan 
- the atmosphere that is recognised as the 
principal attraction to Taman Negara visitors. 

Taman Negara: most important 

MNS feels that development of the west 
side of the Park is likely to be economically 
far more attractive than the existing plan. 
It wouldof course have no destructive impact 
on Kuala Tehan's present facilities, but instead 
would offer an alternative Visitor Centre, more 
than doubling the Park's tourist capacity. 

The essential first step is, howvever, a mora
torium on the start of road construction at 
Kuala Tahan. The essential second step is the 
commissioning of a management plan for the 
National Park as a whole. It is MNS's plea to 
the government thllt both these steps be under
taken as a matter of urgency, in the interest 
of wisest possible management and develop
ment of the nation's natu'ral heritage. 

Dr. Tho Yow Pong 
Honorary Secretary 

Persatuan Pencinta Alam 
(Malayan Nature Society) Kuala Lumpur 

•• 
The Kerling Workers - The saga 

continues 

L etters to Aliran Monthly (July/August 
1986) from the Kerling Workers Com· 

mittee and lnsan Chairman, Dr Nasir, have 
raised some questions as to the accuracy of 
my facts regarding lnsan's involvement in 
the Kerling case and particularly the role of 
DrJomo. 

These letters poi_nt out that lnsan was 
approached and it did take up the case of the 
Kerling estate workers. Dr Nasir's Jetter was 
more specific in that he argues that lnsan was 
approached through Dr Cecilia Ng and Dr 
Jomo had a subsequent role in highlighting the 
case in Aliran. I was also accussed unfairly by 
Dr Nasir writing in support of Dr Jomo of 
engaging in character assassination. Further· 
more, the letter by Kerling workers even 
questioned the authenticity of my name. 

let me congratulate the Kerling Workers 
Committee for 'independently' writing the 
letter in support of lnsan and Dr Jomo. It 
only goes to indicate that the committee that 
has lately sacrificed the interests of workers 
in Kerling estate is susceptible of not only 
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conservation area in the country 

being manipulated by the labour aristocrats 
In the NUPW but also by certain individuals 
associated with certain NGOs. It is rather 
strange that this committee that has abandoned 
the cause of Kerling estate workers has the 
temerity to talk about 'workers' and 'struggle'. 
And of course what irks me most is the fact 
that in a hypocritical fashion has even denied 
my existence. I have no quarrel with the 
Committee members, but for heaven's sake 
do not be misguided by certain individuals 
who are doing work in estates mainly to further 
their own interests by writing reports about 
workers conditions and obtaining good finan
cial rewards from foreign funding agencies. 

My letter was mainly directed at Dr Jomo 
of lnsan. The two replies have basically borne 
out my contention that he did not have any 
role to play except to take upon himself to 
'champion' the plight of Kerling estate workers 
in the form of a letter to Ali ran. This of course 
he did in such way as to enhance his own 
image. Dr Nasir did some stretching to support 
Dr Jomo but only ended up by saying 'Jomo 
did some follow-up work'. This follow-up 
work is nothing more than the letter to Aliran. 

The reply by the Kerling Workers Commit· 
tee mentions that the lnsan representative was 
at the meeting on 24 Feb, 1985. Dr Nasir's 
letter mentions that Dr Cecilia Ng was at the 
meeting. Since I was at the meeting, I did not 
see any Dr Cecilia Ng. Could lnsan have sent 
someone else? Dr Nasir is this another fast 
one pulled by the lnsan group? Perhaps Dr 
Nasir should do some investigation to ascertain 
the accuracy of certain facts supplied to him 
by his colleagues in lnsan. 

My letter to Aliran was not to single out 
individuals for character assassination as alleged 
by Dr Nasir. As the Chairman of lnsan, he 
should investigate matters more thoroughly 
rather than jump to take a very defensive posi
tion as to the role of lnsan. Such a defensive 
attitude on the part of Dr Nasir only makes 
me conclude that lnsan is afraid of criticism. 
Interestingly enough, Dr Jomo who should 
have replied to my letter seems to cleverly 
manipulate the Kerling Workers Committee 
and Or Nasir to wash his dirty linen. This is 
yet another proof to show that my criticism 
of Dr Jomo was justified. 

P.S. Rajah 
Kuala Lumpur 
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HUMAN FILE - ------
ASIAN 

MIGRANT 
OUTFLOW 

BEGINNING 
TO THIN OUT 

I 
t is one of Asia's fastest growing 
exports. Foreign currency earnings 
from this "trade" rose from a mere 
$200 million in 1968 to $3,900 
million in 1978 and even more 

sharply to $7,300 million in 1980. It 
helped to cover 75 per cent of Pakistan's 
trade deficit in 1982, nearly 50 per 
cent of India's (1980} trade deficit and 
22 per cent of Bangladesh's trade gap, 
(1982} . Measured by any yard-stick, 
remittances of migrant workers are 
helping many developing nations of Asia 
to tackle their liquidity and unemploy
ment problems. 

But the boom in the outward flow 
of migrants from the major labour 
exporting countries of Asia may be 
thinning out. The reverse flow has 
started. It has not yet developed into 
an exodus, but indications are that in 
the latter half of th is decade, many 
Asian governments will have to tackle 
the difficult and delicate social problem 
of absorbing tens of thousands of return
ing migrants from particularly the oil 
producing countries of the Middle East. 
In a recent article in the International 
Labour Review, Manolo I. Abella, of 
International Labour Office's Asian and 
Pacific prOJect for labour administrat ion 
(ARPLA} cites a recent ILO forecast 
that there could be up to three quarters 
of a million families with return migrants 
fn Pakistan alone by the end of this 
decade. Because out-migration has led 
to rise in wages, the absorption of return
ing migrants into gainful employment 
is likely to be even more difficult. The 
outflow of skilled production workers 
has also persuaded many governments 
to go in for capital intensive rather than 
labour intensive industries w ith a corres
ponding constriction of job opportunities. 

The issues of return migration, accord
ing to the I LO, cannot be divorced from 
the whole problem of increasing the 
economy's capacity to absorb people 
into productive employment. Special 
resettlement programmes for returninQ 
migrants are unlikely to make a dent in 
the larger problems that have been 
created. Stronger measures are needed 
to channel remittances into productive 
investments, to influence technology 
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choices in favour of labour intensive 
instead of capital intensive activities 
and to expand the possibilities for 
acquiring needed skills at low cost. 

Unfortunately, there is I ittle evidence 
of this happening in any of the major 
labour exporting countries of Asia. Mr. 
Abella's survey covered eight countries
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
Indonesia, Republic of Korea, Philippines 
and Thailand. Almost two million of 
their citizens were working in Middle 
East alone in 1981. Their remittances 
to their families constitute a welcome 
windfall for the countries. During the 
four years 1978 to 1981, Indian migrants' 
remittances totalled $8,414 mill ion. 
Pakistan benefitted to the tune of $6,943 
million, Republic of Korea $4,040 
million, Philippines $1,875 mi llion. 
Indeed, over the period the eight nations 
received, in migrants' remittances. a total 
of $23,946 million. 

How was this money used? Judicious 
husbanding of the remittances and their 
investment in productive enterprises 
could probably have eased the problems 
the governments now face in coping 
with returning migrants. But a number 
of recent studies on how remittance 
receiving households spend their incomes 
show that most of the money has been 
and is being spent on consumer items. 
In Pakistan, 62 per cent of migrant house
hold expenditure was for consumption, 
22 per cent for real estate and only 13 
per cent for investment. In Bangladesh 
nearly half of the remittances was spent 
on the purchase of land, construction, 
repair and improvement of houses. In 
Thailand, substantial amounts were spent 
on house construction and renovation 
by families of emigrants. 

The ebb in the tide of migrant outflow 
has created yet another problem for the 
labour exporting countries. Over the 
past few years most governments have 
developed elaborate regulations and pro
cedures to secure the best possible con
ditions of P.mrloyment for thei r workers 
overseas. Increasing rivalry among labour 
suppliers following a slow-down in new 
construction activities in the Gulf States 
has led to some countries lowering the 
minimum wages for overseas work 
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contracts in an apparent attempt to 
retain their share of the market. 

This move, according to Mr. Abella, 
is unlikuly to yield the desired results. 
There is no ev'dence that more employ
ment can be created by lowenng wages. 
It can, instead, lead to wage disparities 
and worker dissatisfaction in employmg 
f1rms and prompt more workers to return 
home. Such a move will only serve to 
remforce discrim natory practices along 
nationality linE:s which already exist 
in some countries. 

Mr. Abella commends the example 
of Republic of Korea which has clearly 
demonstrated its capacity to keep an 
effective control on workers' wages and 
at the same time protect them from 
exploitation by 'oreign employers~ 
Roughly 98 per cent of all Korean 
workers abroad are emp Joyed by Korean 
firms who have succeeded in winnmg 
large construction contracts overseas. By 
1980 these firms were executing projects 
valued at $8,300 million in 33 countnes, 
employing some 120,000 Korean citizens. 
The average basic wage of these workers 
was $352 a month with total earn·ngs 
including overtime and incentive pay 
bringing their income to an average of 
$748 a month. 

India. the Philippines and Indonesia 
have also had some success in winning 
construction contracts abroad. At the 
beginning of 1981, the total value of 
construction and civil engineering pro
jects carried out by Indian companies 
abroad was almost $4,400 million of 
which labour costs a'llounted to 15 to 
20 per cent. Filipino construction and 
engineering companies have also won 
contracts in several countries such as 
Saudi Arabia, Iraq , Jordan, The Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya, Gabon and Brunei. 
A consortium of lndonesran construction 
companies has secured a $289 million 
contract in Saudi Arabia. 

This manpower export strategy is seen 
to offer the advantage of generatrng 
income not only from the workers' 
wages but also from the ~roflts of the 
contracts. Another advantage is that with 
the workers in the employ of horne 
based firms and not of foreigners, the 
governments can exercise more effective 
control to prevent exploitation of therr 
overseas workers. 

In the ultimatP analysis, the success 
of governments in minirnrsing abuses 
and malpractices and in promoting 
overseas employment. says Mr. Abella, 
depends largely on the rntegrity, effi
ciency and innovativeness of a well 
staffed administrative structure for over
se;:~s P.mployment and on the cooperation 
between the government and the private 
sectore 

From "Pinoy Overseas Chronicle" 
Kaibigan, Philippines 

November 1984 



WANITA 

Peranan Wanita 
Dalam Pendidikan 
Manusia Malaysia 

Baru 
Berikut ialah butir-butir utama yang 
dikemukakan oleh Dr. Chandra Muzaffar da/am 
ceramall anjuran J>ersawan lllantra Univemrt 
Sains Malaysia padl14 Oktober 1986 

D a lam tradisi-tradisi kebuda· 
yaan kita. wanita. khusus
nya ibu dianggap sebagai 
guru pertama. 

Oalam konteks Malaysia, peranan 
guru pertama ialah mendidik manusia 
baru. Walaubagaimanapun, yang men
yedihkan ialah manusia baru tidak 
akan wujud melalui sistem persekolahan. 
universiti, media, partai politik dan 
sebagainya kerana sistem-sistem tersebut 
tidak berkeupayaan membimbing. 

Oleh itu, peranan keluarga, khususnya 
ibu, adalah panting untuk mengatasi 
masalah di atas. 

lbu sebagai guru pertama bukan 
sahaja mengisi dada anak-anak mereka 
dengan ilmu tetapi mereka mestilah 
memupuk j iwa anak-anak mereka agar 
sentiasa jujur dan berperihatinan. 

Umpamanya ahli reformasi Islam yang 
terkenal Syed Jamaludin ai-Afghani 
pernah berkata, ibu yang jahil tentang 
perubatan akan berikhtiar sedaya upaya 
mencari seorang doktor yang paling 
handal untuk mengubati anaknya yang 
sakit. lni ialah kerana dorongan jiwanya 
yang kuat untuk menyembuhkan anak· 
nya. ljazah yang bergulung"i)ulung belum 
tentu dapat r"lemastikan jiwa yang 
"committed". 

Oalam mendidik generasi baru guru 
pertama perlu mengandung beberapa 
tugas. 

• Mereka mesti mengajar anak-anak 
mereka nilai hormat-menghormati di 
antara satu sama lain tanpa menghina 
bangsa dan agama orang lain. Cara 
membuat demikian ialah melalui 
tunjuk ajar tentang adat resam dan 
pantang larang di kalangan orang 
Melayu clan bukan MP.Iayu lni bolf!h 
dilaksanakan melalui buku-buku dan 

cerita-cerita lisan. lbu-ibu juga boleh 
menggalakkan interaksi di antara kaum 
melalui kunjung-mengunjung ke 
rumah-rumah jiran tanpa menitikberat· 
kan bangsa dan keturunan. 

• lbu-ibu harus memupuk kefahaman 
tentang nilai-nilai yang disanjung ber
sama oleh semua kaum. Umpamanya, 
nilai-nilai tentang keluarga, ibu bapa, 
kerjasama, amanah, h.armoni, ke· 
pimpinan yang moral dan sebagai
nya. lbu-ibu dapat berbuat demikian 
melalui pembacaan buku-buku cerita 
kepada anak-anak. 

Satu lagi yang perlu dipupuk ialah rasa 
hormat kepada institusi-institusi yang 
didukung bersama oleh masyarakat 
Malaysia. Umpamanya, ibu-ibu mesti· 
lah menyemai dan memupuk rasa 
cinta terhadap bahasa Malaysia 
melalui sikap positif ibu-ibu sendiri 
terhadapnya. 
Contoh kedua institusi bersama ialah 
Parlimen. lbu-ibu perlu pupuk pe
rasaan-hormat kepada institusi ter
sebut melalui perbincangan dengan 
keluarga. 

• Peranan ketiga yang perlu didukung 
ialah menghapuskan sikap prasangka 
dan pukul rata yang telah sebati 
dalam masyarakat kita. Misalnya, 
ungkapan-ungkapan seperti berikut 
mesti dihapuskan: Melayu malas. Cina 
tamak. India pengotor. Stereotype
stereotype seperti: Melayu drebar, 
Cina penanam sayur dan India pe
noreh getah, juga harus dimusnahkan: 
Kita tidak boleh pakai borong sahaja 
dengan "semua Melayu miskin". 
"semua Cina kaya", atau "semua 
India susah". Juga, hapuskan sikap 
mementingkan kul it yang cerah dan 
stereotype tentang kul it hitam atau 
gelap. 

Ketiga-tiga tugas yang dibincangkan 
tadi berkaitan dengan perpaduan kaum. 
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Wanita boleh memainkan peranan yang 
lebih berhasil daripada lelaki kerana 
wanita tidak begitu dipengaruhi oleh 
perkauman. Wanita lebih mengalami 
diskriminasi kejantinaan manakala kaum 
lelaki lebih kepada diskriminasi per
kauman. 

Selain daripada perpaduan kaum tugas 
ibu ialah JUga untuk memupuk rasa 
cinta pada kebenaran dan benci pada 
ketidakadilan melalui contoh tauladan 
ibu-ibu sendiri, dan buku-buku cerita 
mengenai tokoh-tokoh masyhur yang 
memperjuangkan sifat-sifat yang baik. 
lbu-ibu juga mesti menyoal dan men
cabar. Galak kan perbincangan dan kriti· 
kan. 

lbu-ibu mestilah membimbing anak
anak ke arah jiwa yang jujur, bersih dan 
amanah. Perasaan anti-rasuah umpamanya 
boleh dipupuk melalui buku-buku cerita, 
perbualan dan contoh tauladan. 

lbu-ibu juga perlu menggalakkan ke
hidupan yang sederhana, tidak boros 
dan tidak mementingkan kebendaan. 
lni dapat dilakukan menerusi contoh 
tauladan, tunjuk ajar dan buku-buku. 

Berdasarkan apa yang dibincangkan 
di atas Persatuan Wanita boleh memain
kan peranan seperti berikut: 

• Adakan kumpulan perbincangan, 

• Perbanyakkan terjemahan buku yang 
mempunyai nilai-nilai yang dibincang
kan tadi, 

• Wujudkan perkh idmatan perpustakaan 
yang bertujuan memm,am buku 
kepada golongan miskin khususnya. 

Sebagai kesimpulan, untuk menunjuk-
kan betapa besarnya peranaan ibu, 
Nabi Muhammad s.a.w. pernah ber
sabda. bila ditanya siapakah yang paling 
penting, "lbu". Kali kedua beliau di· 
tanya, jawabnya, "lbu". Pada kali ketiga 
beliau disoal, jawabnya masih, "lbu"e 

• Nota-nota ini disusun oleh Or. H•mim• 
00118 MusUf•, J>enolong Setillusaha, ,.4liran. 
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CURRENT COMMENT 
A record of Aliran's com"plete press statements 

made in the preceding months 

THE REAL THREAT TO 
NATIONAL UNITY 

T he greatest threat to national 
unity is from elites who manipu
late ethnic sentiments to protect 

and perpetuate their vested interests. 
Such ethnic manipulation was rampant 
in the last General Election. Both Barisan 
and certain opposition parties indulged 
in it. Manipulation of ethnic sentiments 
reached its peak at the recent UMNO 
General Assembly. 

At the Assembly, certain UMNO elites 
sought to communalise every issue, 
including those which have no basis in 
etbnicity like povercy, corruption and 
mismanagement. By so doing, they were 
hoping to strengthen communal solida· 
rity. Communal solidarity, they knew, 
would result in stronger support for the 
political leadership. To sustain this 
support, the idea of an external threat 
has to be conjured and propagated. The 
UMNO elites at the Assembly talked of 
a threat to the economic well-being and 
political power of the Malays arising 
from Chinese chauvinists, certain political 
parties, ·government critics, foreign news· 
papers and of course, Zionist conspi· 
rators. This threat though largely ima· 
ginary, helps to create fear and anxiety 
among the Malays which in turn, is 
exploited by the UMNO elites to rein· 
force their political power. 

It is legitimate to ask at this point 
why UMNO elites are whipping up 
ethnic emotions in this manner at this 
point. There are perhaps four possible 
reasons. 

One, they want to conceal their own 
wrongdoings - wrongdoings linked to 
alleged corruption and mismanagement. 
They do not want ordinary UMNO 
members and the Malays in general to 
realise this. 

Two, the UMNO elites want to divert 
the attention of the Malay community 
in particular, from similar episodes of 
mismanagement, cheating and corruption 
in future. The best way to do this is to 
allege that the scandals about the leader· 
ship are all manufactured by anti-Malay 
elements opposed to the well-being of 
the Malay community. 

Three, the UMNO elites hope to divert 
the attention of the UMNO membership 
from factional feuds within the party. 
They are afraid that if these feuds are 
discussed and dissected with candour, 
their own shortcomings would be ex
posed. So they exploit Malay communal 
feelings with the aim of camouflaging 
the actual situation within UMNO. 

Four, the UMNO elites do not want 
the people to realise the seriousness of 
the economic decline. For the economic 
declin e is much worse than earlier anti· 
cipated. If the people knew the whole 
truth, they would get even angrier with 
the government. To prevent that fl'om 
happPning, Pthnic sentiments are mobi
lised so that the Malay community which 
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is UMNO's base will remain solidly united 
behind the leadership - in spite of the 
economic mess. 

Ethnic Manipulation 
From the recent UMNO General 

Assembly we have an outstanding case 
study of bow elites manipulate ethnic 
emotions for their own political interests. 
The duty of students is to inform and 
educate the public on how this happens -
irrespective of the party and community 
involved. They must show the Malaysian 
citizen why very often the interests 
of ordinary masses are not served by 
the ethnic manipulation of the elites. 

In the process of educating the public, 
they must also show them how through 
communal generalisation, elites often 
camouflage the truth about a certain 
situation and deceive a particular commu
nity into supporting them. 'Malays have 
all the political power', 'Chinese have 
all the economic power', 'Malays are 
fir!lt-r.lass citizens', 'Non·Malays are 
second-class citizens' and so on, are 
some examples of dangerous communal 
generalisation. Since communal generali· 
sation is erroneous, it tends to aggravate 
ethnic relations. 

25 September 1986 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President 

(The above statement did not appear in any 
newspaper - Editor) 

• • • • 
JOURNALISTS AND ETHICS 

T he most important role for a 
citizen in the fettered parlia
mentary democracy that exists 

in Malaysia at the moment is to struggle 
with courage and integrity for a freer 
media. Media freedom is the mother of 
all freedoms. 

It is because media freedom is so vital 
for a functioning democracy that power· 
holders very often shackle the media 
before they curb other institutions. 
Soon the media is going to be further 
shackled through amendments to the 
Official Secrets Act (OSA). 

It is wrong to characterise those who 
are opposed to the shackling of the media 
as 'devotees of Western liberalism'. Nor 
are they 'agents of Zionism'. It is equally 
absurd to suggest that they are arguing 
for 'absolute freedom'. The advocates 
of a more democratic media know that 
absolute freedom ceased to exist as soon 
as human beings set up communities. 

Accounting to the people 
What the advocates of a more demo

cratic media desire above everything else 
are newspapers and radio and television 
stations which are more accountable to 
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the people. If the media was allowed to 
play its rightful role as the defender of 
public accountability the country may 
not have lost billions of ringgit tbroueh 
fmancial scandals such as BMF, UMBC, 
Pan-El, Maminco, EPF and the like . 
If newspapers had the freedom to probe 
happenings within the citadels of eco
nomic and political power, the BMF 
scandal could have been checked at the 
end of 1982 itself! Similarly, if journalists 
had the freedom to investigate stock 
market manipulations, the Pan-El scandal 
could have been exposed at a much 
earlier date. If newspapers were in a 
position to inform the public that their 
EPF money was being used to purchase 
speculative shares, the public may have 
put a stop to it. 

Though it is obvious that the govern· 
ment is not going to allow the media to 
defend public accountability, media 
personnel themselves should resist state 
control and dominance in ways which 
are feasible. When asked to stay away 
from a sensitive probe involving some 
powerful personality or other, the jouna· 
lists concerned should adopt a moral 
stance. They should, at the very least, 
register their protest with their bosses 
and even the owners of the newspaper. 

This will not happen if journalists 
themselves are ever ready to act as 
'errand-boys' for politicians from the 
ruling coalition. In the process, some of 
them are quite prepared to violate journa· 
listie ethics. What is worse, today we 
have newspaper editors and senior 
journalists acting like 'commissars' for 
some great leader by making sure that 
their dailies reflect ac'Curately the wishes 
of that great leader. The situation is no 
different from the relationship that 
prevails between newspaper chiefs and 
important political leaders in some of 
the Soviet-bloc states. 

26 September 1986 
Chandra Mu:taffar 

Pres1dent 

(The above statement did not appear in any 
newspaper - Editor) 

• • • • 

PENSIONS AND GRATUITIES 
FOR ELECTED 

REPRESENTATIVES 

W ith regard to the question of 
pensions, Aliran feels that 
politicians who are still serving 

should not receive pensions, let alone 
multiple pensions. 

To do so would be to go against the 
whole principle of having pensions, 
which is to take care of oneself and one's 
family after one has retired from active 
public service. This means that as long as 
an individual continues to be in active 
service - and thus drawing a salary or 
allowance - the question of giving him 
a pension does not arise as there is no 
justification for doing so. Similarly, 
elected representatives should also not be 
given multiple pensions. 

There should also be a ceiling on the 
quantum of pension that is received by 
a former elected representative. The 
computation for such a figure should 
be arrived at after careful study. 



The actual pension that is received 
however, should be calculated on the 
basis of the number of years that an 
individual has served as an elected repre
sentative - and not on the number of 
positions he has held. 

In the same light, Aliran feels that 
the granting of gratuities to elected 
representatives should be discontinued 
as there should be no financial reward 
for serving the people. 

In view of the present economic situa
tion, perks such as these should be 
subjected to a thorough review. 

26 September 1986 

• • • • 

Colin Nicholas 
Exco Member 

SUSPENSION OF THE ASIAN 
WALLSTREETJOURNAL 
AND EXPULSION OF ITS 

JOURNALISTS 

T he government has a moral 
responsibility to give a full, frank 
and honest explanation of the 

reasons behind the three month suspen· 
sion of the A WSJ and the expulsion of 
its correspondents, John Berthelson and 
Raphael Pura. 

In the absence of such an explanation 
the public would speculate on the real 
motives of the government. 

This is bound to happen because it is 
the A WSJ which has been responsible 
for investigating and exposing mal· 
practices in high financial circles. It was 
the A WSJ that first exposed the BMF 
scandal and revealed some of the mis· 
deeds in the UMBC deal. 

The public may get the impression 
that action has been taken against the 
journal and its correspondents because 
the government wants to protect the 
interests of certain powerful individuals. 
If the government does not want such an 
impression to develop, it should show 
through concrete evidence how the A WSJ 
has been irresponsible in its reporting, 

As far as Aliran is concerned, a news· 
paper which exposes wrongdoings is 
merely upholding the principle of public 
accountability. Such investigative report· 
ing should be encouraged in the interest 
of justice and democracy. 

27 September 1986 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President 

• • • • 

HELP FOR SMALL-SCALE 
INDUSTRIES 

A liran welcomes the move to 
restructure agencies dealing with 
small and medium·sized industries. 

The suggestion by the Deputy Prime 
Minister, Encik Abdul Ghafar Baba to 
establish a single agency to help such 
industries is worth considering. However, 
to be effective the agency should be 
decentralised. Since small and medium
sized industries are found all over the 
country, the proposed small and medium-

Expelling AWSJ correspondent John Berthelson: the government must give 
a full, frank, honest explanation. 

sized industries agency should have 
branches at district level. These branches 
should be given a lot of decision-making 
powers. Otherwise, they will be bogged 
down by bureaucratic rules which require 
them to refer each and every matter to 
the headquarters. 

At the same time, the proposed agency 
should be multi·ethnic and should cater 
for the needs of small-time entrepreneurs 
from all communities. The recent deci· 
sion to give loans from a World Bank 
scheme to non-Bumiputra entrepreneurs 
too, is welcome. 

In the long-run loans themselves will 
not help very much: Aliran's own study 
of a small-scale industry - the wood 
furniture industry in Penang - has 
shown us that what small-scale industries 
really need is tariff protection. Instead of 
merely protecting big industries, the 
government should also exempt small 
and medium-sized industries from certain 
taxes and provide them with subsidies. 

30 September 1986 

• • • • 

Gan Kong Hwee 
Exco Member 

MAHATillR'S 'CONFESSION' 

P rime Minister Dr. Mahathir 
Moharnad has finally admitted 
that "malpractices are rampant" 

in the country. He has cited the BMF 
scandal, the Pan-El affair and other 
episodes connected with banks and 
cooperatives as examples of "cheating 
involving millions of ringgit". 

His admission in New York is in sharp 
contrast to his insistence all along that 
financial scandals are the concoctions of 
scandal-mongers. He made this point 
again at the recent UMNO General 
Assembly. Dr. Mahathir should now 
realise that those groups which have 
been pleading with the Government to 
institute inquiries into the various 
scandals and to act firmly against the 
culprits want nothing more than "a 
society free from malpractices". Like 
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Dr. Mahathir, they too do not want 
Malaysia to become "a society of highly 
educated but fraudulent people". 

However, Aliran disagrees with the 
Prime Minister that spiritual training 
for school leavers aimed at instilling 
moral values, is the real answer to the 
frightening moral decay that threatens 
to destroy Malaysian society. Spiritual 
training is at best, a partial remedy. For 
morals, in the ultimate analysis, cannot 
be taught. 

More than providing spiritual training 
for the young, the government should 
set the right example and convince the 
people that it is a morally upright, 
ethically·SO\lnd administration. There is 
no use preaching morality. All those 
who wield influence and authority from 
the parent and the teacher on the one 
hand, and to the politician and business
man, on the other, should demonstrate 
through deeds that they are prepared to 
adhere to principles of honesty and 
integrity in their lives and work. 

Towards this end, Aliran hopes that 
the Prime Minister will take the lead and 
initiate a number of measures aimed at 
stopping the rot as soon as he comes 
home . 

Ending the rot 
One, he should order further investi

gations into the BMF scandal based upon 
the various clues provided by the Ahmad 
Noordin Report. 

Two, he should institute separate and 
independent inquiries into the UMBC, 
Maminco and EPF scandals. Neither 
the Prime Minister nor the individuals 
involved in these scandals have been able 
to provide satisfactory explanations so 
far on what really happened. At the 
recent UMNO General Assembly, lies 
were told to conceal the truth. 

Three, arising from the Pan-El scandal, 
the Prime Minister should order a full· 
scale inquiry into stock-market operations 
with the aim of exposing manipulators 
and share-riggers. He should also ask the 
politician involved in the Pan-El scandal 
to step down as MP for Gopeng in order 
to protect the honour and dignity of the 
Malaysian Parliament. 
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Four, the Prime Minister should ask 
all politicians in government who are 
divesting their shares to subject them
selves to parliamentary scrutiny. 

Five, aU government leaders, includini 
the Prime Minister should declare their 
financial assets and liabilities and those 
of their immediate families and nominees 
in a public register to be made available 
to the man-in-the-street. 

Six, the Prime Minister should take 
steps to amend the Anti-Corruption Act 
to make it easier for the authorities to 
apprehend and prosecute the corrupt. 

Seven, the Prime Minister should 
introduce an amendment to the Consti
tution to make the Anti-Corruption 
Agency an independent and autonomous 
Commissi6n directly answerable to 
Parliament. 

If the Prime Minister can initiate 
these measures, the government will 
emerge as a shining beacon of moral 
integrity. The government's moral virtues 
will help to change society as a whole 
which will then reflect lofty ethical 
values. 

What this shows is that there must 
first be a significant moral and spiritual 
transformation at the top before moral 
education and spiritual training can 
have any effect on the young. For after 
all, when a riSh starts to go bad it is 
the head that first begins to rot. 

30 September 1986 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President 

• • • • 

THE MEDIA MUST BE 
RESPONSffiLE! 

W e are at a crucial point wher~ 
freedom of expression seems to 
be fast eroding. The press 

cannot abdicate its responsibilities. 
Despite great pressures, the media 

must carry out its role as a vigilante -
a watchdog of the government, a defen
der of public accountability. 

If the media had been allowed to 
play the above role all along, scandals 
such as BMF, UMBC, Pan-El, Marninco, 
EPF, among others, would have been 
checked earlier. Malaysia would not 
have lost billions of ringgit. 

Although without a doubt we are 
moving towards greater control, the 
media personnel should strive to pursue 
justice. Journalists must not hide truths 
from the public. They must not distort 
facts. They have to stick to their cons· 
cience and convictions. They must fight 
for their principles and professional 
ethics in order to ensure a just society. 

This responsibility is particularly 
heavy upon editors in charge of news· 
papers. They have to choose between 
their own short term well-being and 
the long term interests of their fellow 
citizens and the nation. Should they 
continue to succumb to pressures from 
the top? Or would they be prepared to 
resist both the threats and the bribes 
hurled at them? 

As Joseph Pulitzer, the founder of 
the prizes that bear his name stated, 
"A journalist is the lookout on the 
bridge of the ship of state. He notes the 
passing sail, the little things of interest 
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that dot the horizon on fine weather. 
He reports the drifting castaway whom 
the ship can save. He peers through 
fog and storm to give w~nings of_ dangers 
ahead. He is not thinkmg of h1s wag~s 
or of the profits of his owners. He IS 

there to watch over the safety and the 
welfare of the people who trust him". 

Hamima Dona Mustafa 
30 September 1986 Asst. Secretary 

{The above letter did not appear in any news· 
paper - Editor) 

• • • • 
PITFALLS IN THE 

OPPOSITION'S DECLARATION 
OF UNDERSTANDING 

T he letter by HAK 'Where Aliran 
went wrong in rejecting elec· 
toral pact' (20 September 1986) 

is a classic example of the lengths to 
which a person would go in order to 
discredit an organisation that appears 
to have earned his wrath for some inexpli· 
cable reason. In his determination to 
denigrate Aliran and my own character, 
HAK has no qualms about distorting 
simple, straightforward facts. 

My Kota Kinabalu talk 
As a case in point, my Kota Kinabalu 

talk of 20 May was organised by Aliran's 
Sabah group and not by a component 
party of the Barisan Nasional (BN) 
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as llAK alleges. HAK should have had the 
sense to check with the newspaper 
announcement prior to the talk. Neither 
did I say that only the BN was "fit to 
rule". HAK may have got this impression 
from a slightly erroneous report of my 
speech in an English daily on 26 May. 

I pointed out the error to the news· 
paper concerned the next day. However, 
another newspaper, a Sa bah daily which 
reported the same event in its 26 May 
edition quoted me as saying "I don't 
believe the time bas come to replace the 
government in Kuala Lumpur". 

I went on to say that no one can 
take the place of the BN at the moment. 
The DAP and PAS together cannot 
establish a stable government. This is 
a position which my friends and I in 
Aliran have adhered to for a long while 
now. It is hard to believe that HAK 
is ignorant of this. 

In all the pamphlets that Aliran 
produced in connection with the ~~86 
General Election we kept on emphas1smg 
that while the voters should reduce the 
BN's overwhelming legislative majority, 
there was really no alternative to the BN 
as the Federal government. 

Joint Declaration 
More wilful than this distortion 

of my Kota Kinabalu talk, is the manner 
in which HAK has concealed the obvious 
weaknesses in the Opposition's Declara· 
tion of Understanding - weaknesses 
which persuaded Aliran to publicly 
criticise the document. 

Since the Declaration entertains the 
possibility of its signatories coming to 
power and forming the government, 



one would have thought that it would, 
at the very least, spell out the type of 
government it wants to establish. This 
was, in a sense, imperative since parties 
like PAS, on the one hand, and the 
Socialist Democratic Party (SDP) or 
even the Parti Sosialis Rakyat Malaysia 
(PSRM) on the other, hold diametrically 
different views on the sort of government 
the country should have. 

How can a joint Declaration even 
contemplate the creation of an alterna
tive government if it does not dare to 
detail the concept and structure of 
government it envisages? It is astounding 
that HAK has chosen to describe such 
a Declaration "as a major step fo rward 
in Malaysian political history"! 

Unequal rights 
If there is any hint at all of the type 

of government the Declaration has in 
mind, it is cleverly camouflaged in certain 
clauses. In Clause 1 for instance it 
acknowledges PAS's "right to strive for 
an Islamic State" while at the same time, 
acknowledges "the freedom of other 
parties that had signed the Declaration". 
The crucial point about this clause is not 
in the use of the word 'acknowledge' or 
'recognise' as HAK makes it out to be. 

As I stressed in my press statement 
on the Declaration issued on 15 July, 
the problem with the clause is that it 
is unequal. It does not recognise the 
right of parties other than PAS to also 
strive for the establishment of social 
systems based upon their ideologies. It 
is worth observing in this connection, 
that none of the ideologies of the other 
parties is even mentioned in the Declara
tion. 

Of course, as long as the parties to 
the DPclaration did not come to power, 
this lack of reciprocal rights would not 
matter. But since the parties were also 
dreaming of power, getting the others 
to acknowledge PAS's ideological goal 
was a very crafty move on the part of 
the Islamic party. For anyone who is 
familiar with the political manoeuvres 
of Islamic parties elsewhere would 
know that persuading the other political 
actors to acknowledge their struggle 
is the first step. Once the party gets into 
the saddle of power, this acknowledge
ment is interpreted as tacit approval of 
its political objective of setting up an 
Islamic State. 

To further strengthen this objective, 
PAS managed to persuade the other 
parties to agree to "uphold Islam as the 
od.[)een" (way of life). The explanation 
of ad-Deen in parenthesis in the Declara
tion "as a system of living founded 
upon truth, justice, freedom and other 
good values" (Clause 2:1) has obviously 
deluded HAK into thinking that PAS 
is truly universal. As a conservative, 
traditional Islamic party, PAS is bound 
to interpret ad.[)een in accordance with 
its own narrow, medieval notion of 
Islam. Truth, for instance, will be 
synonymous with PAS's literal interpreta
tion of the Quran and Sunnah. Freedom 
with not include the freedom to question 
established theological injunctions. 

For Aliran which is committed to a 
modern, progressive approach to Islam 
and other world religions, this is clearly 
unacceptable. Agreeing to PAS's version 
of what constitutes an Islamic way of 
life would have amounted to total endor
sement for the imposition of a type 
of Islamic State which will be inimical 

to the interests of both Muslims and 
non-Muslims. 

Consulting the rakyat 
That PAS aided by naive co-signatories 

and abetted by unscrupulous behind
the-scenes manipulators was bent on 
using the Declaration to advance its 
own political goal of an Islamic State, 
is borne out by yet another aspect of the 
document, which HAK has also alluded 
to. At the meeting which adopted the 
Declaration on 14 July, I had suggested 
that if by some accident, the Opposition 
Front came to power it should establish 
a Constitutional Commission which 
would obtain the views of a wide cross
section of the people on any proposal 
that may be made for a new Constitution 
and that the draft of such a Constitution 
should be approved by at least two-thirds 
of the voting population in an open 
referendum. This was to prevent a PAS
led government from creating an Islamic 
State, through administrative regulations, 
decrees and laws, introduced stage by 
stage, without obtaining the prior appro
val of the people. 

Perhaps HAK does not realise that this 
is something that can happen if a party 
like PAS is at the helm of government, 
even if there are other coalition part
ners, who do not subscribe to an Islamic 
State for the simple reason that the 
Muslim community will not dare to 
question any edict or idea presented in 
the name of Islam by leaders perceived 
as the ulama. It is this sacrosanct aura 
which Islamic theology commands that 
will enable an ulama in power, however 
limited its actual electoral support, to 
rule over a psychologically intimidated 
Muslim populace. The non-Muslims, on 
the other hand , will be very chary about 
questioning any Islamic law or decree. 

It was with all this in mind that I 
suggested that any new constitution 
should be endorsed by two-thirds of the 
voters so that a substantial segment of 
the non-Muslim population would also 
have their say on whether there should 
be an Islamic State or not. It is signifi
cant that while the signatories to the 
Declaration adopted part of my proposal 
they left out the two-thirds requirement. 

Position of women? 
PAS's craftiness was also evident in 

its conscious exclusion of certain other 
suggestions that were made. Again, 
acutely aware of what a PAS-type Islamic 
State can do to women, freedom of 
expression especially in relation to 
Islamic doctrine and non-Muslim par
ticipation in politics and administration, 
I proposed a number of amendments 
to the draft Declaration to safeguard 
certain rights and liberties. It is wrong 
of HAK to claim that "the final Declara-
tion ...... sufficiently guaranteed the rights 
and freedoms concerned". As a case in 
point one has to contrast the type of 
women's rights which I had suggested 
with the general clause on "safeguarding 
and defending the rights, interests and 
position of women, children, the aged, 
the infirm and minorities". (Clause 2:13) 
contained in the final Declaration. It 
should be clear by now why PAS did not 
want women 's rights and certain other 
freedoms to be included in the Declara
tion. They were antithetical to its con
cept of Islam and an Islamic State. 

The Declaration then, through incor
poration of certain provisions and exclu
sion of others, served PAS's real purpose. 
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It secured tacit endorsement of its politi
cal objective from non-Islamic parties, 
while not making any explicit mention 
of an Islamic State as the identity of the 
government it wants to establish. It is 
this element of deceit which HAK has 
chosen to ignore. He refuses to admit 
that the Declaration in a sense, sought to 
legitimise PAS's Islamic State in the eyes 
of non-Muslims and Muslims as well. 
Given PAS's type of Islam, this attempt 
to provide legitimacy to its ideology 
was undoubtedly a wrong move. This 
was why Aliran was not prepared to heap 
praises upon the Declaration. IC we had
lent support to it, we would have 
betrayed our conscience. We would have 
traded our integrity. If HAK understands 
what integrity means, he would not have 
criticised Aliran for its unwillingness to 
endorse the Declaration. 

Aliran's Position "" 
HAK should know that Aliran's 

attitude towards the Declaration con
formed faithfully to our overall stand 
on the 1986 General Election. We 
decided at our Annual General Meeting 
last year that we would espouse the idea 
of a stronger opposition in the interest 
of Parliamentary Democracy. It was 
felt that if the overwhelming four-fifths 
Parliamentary majority of the BN was 
reduced to less than two-thirds, execu
tive dominance would be checked. This 
in turn could help to strengthen the 
legislature, the judiciary, the media, 
opposition political parties, public 
interest societies and trade unions. A 
viable democracy we argued, would 
expand the space and scope for the 
struggle to evolve a more just and humane 
society. 

For the opposition to increase its 
parliAmentary representation, more 
specifically, to reduce the BN's two
thirds majority, there had to be an 
electoral pact which would minimise 
competition among the various parties. 
A pre-requisite for the success of such 
a pact would be the participation of 
both PAS and DAP, the two major 
opposition parties. These parties also 
represent the two most important ideolo
gical tendencies within the opposition. 

Right from the beginning, it must 
he emphasised that Aliran wanted the 
opposition to work out an electoral 
pact, not formulate a Declaration of 
Understanding. We knew that the 
ideological chasm separating the parties 
is so wide that a declaration - even if 
it could be adopted - would avoid many 
of the controversial ethnic and religious 
issues of the day. Even on the character 
and structure of the economy - to say 
nothing of the question of political 
participation and political equality -
genuine consensus among the parties 
was unlikely. I expressed this view 
in public on 24 June. 

The Declaration adopted by PAS 
and the other parties proved me right. 
Because there was no genuine consensus, 
its signatories began squabbling openly 
as soon as it was signed. Parties with a 
majority of non-Muslim members like 
the SDP, contesting in non-Muslim 
areas, were hard pressed to explain 
clauses in the Declaration which make 
unambiguous references to Islam. Similar
ly, a party like the PSRM had to con
vince some of its ideologically-com
mitted followers that it had not forsaken 
socialism. PAS itself, on the other hand, 
was forced to explain to its core suppor-
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ters especially in Kelantan and Tereng
ganu why the Declaration did not contain 
an unequivocal commitment to the 
creation of an Islamic State based upon 
the Quran and Sunnah. 

This is what happens I suppose, 
when a declaration is drawn up in such 
indecent haste. A declaration of this 
sort which has to take into account 
the vast complexities of a multi-ethnic 
society like ours, can only succeed if 
the parties involved give themselves 
the opportunity to examine, to evaluate 
and to appraise each other's position 
over a period of time. One or two years 
at the very minimum - rather than 
one or two weeks - would be needed 
to evolve a solid consensus on all the 
major ethnic and non-ethnic challenges 
confronting the nation. 

In the absence of a declaration 
founded upon genuine understanding 
transcending ethnic and religious bounda· 
ries, it is better to forge a simple elec· 
toral pact. An electoral pact does not 
commit the other party to one's ideolo· 
gical position. It does not demand con· 
cessions and compromises on anyone's 
part as far as the issues articulated and 
the goals pursued are concerned. An 
electoral pact also allows for a degree 
of cooperation among the different 
parties in the actual campaigning, as 
it happened in certain parts of the 
country in the 1969 General Election. 

It is absurd therefore of HAK to 
argue that a "simple electoral pact 
would have been opportunistic". If any
thing deserves to be called opportunis· 
tic, it is a declaration which conceals 
the real motives of one of its signatories. 
It is when fundamental differences 
are glossed over for the sake of some 
superficial unity that we are guilty of 
"unprincipled collaboration". When 
almost every party to a declaration 
cannot defend some aspect or other of 
its contents because it violates a certain 
ideological and political principle, one 
can be sure that the declaration is devoid 
of any real significance for the present, 
let alone the future. 

This is why Aliran is glad that it did 
not associate with the Opposition Front's 
Declaration of Understanding. By sticking 
to the position we had adopted in 
December 1985, we proved the impor· 
tance of ethics and principles in the 
struggle for freedom and justice. 

DAP's stand 
Of course, the position that Aliran 

adopted on the General Election was 
not dissimilar to the DAP's. HAK has 

· tried in vain to tarnish Aliran's non· 
partisan image by linking it to the DAP. 
Just because the two groups shared 
common perspectives in the Opposition 
Front and the Declaration, it would 
be foolish to argue that Aliran supported 
the DAP, or vice-versa. What is impor· 
tant is not the common position taken 
by the two groups. What matters is 
whether that position was correct or 
not. In resisting an Opposition Front 
and a Declaration founded upon self· 
serving interests, Aliran and the DAP 
in a sense, helped to check the total rout 
of the Opposition. For if the Front and 
the Declaration constitute one of the 
main reasons behind PAS's failure to 
win seats, it is quite conceivable that 
the DAP too would have suffered if it 
had joined the Front and endorsed 
the Declaration. Just as the BN managed 
to convince the crucial Malay floating 
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vote thai PAS had "signed an agreement 
with the non·Malays which sold out 
Malay rights" so would the BN have 
succeeded in persuading Chinese voters 
in the cities that the DAP supports the 
formation of an Islamic State because 
it has endorsed the Declaration. Seen 
in this light, the DAP made a strategi· 
cally correct decision by staying out 
of the Front and, as a result, has helped 
to keep the flickering flame of freedom 
alive. 

Lest we are misunderstood, we must 
emphasise that a common perspective 
on the elections and the Declaration 
does not mean that there are no major 
differences in philosophy and approach 
between Aliran and the DAP. HAK 
has been rather mischievous in imputing 
that I harbour only 'minor reservations' 
about the DAP. On the role of the natio
nal language, the use of other languages, 
the education system, culture, the posi· 
tion of religion in society and indeed 
the impact of history upon the present, 
there are undeniably fundamental dif· 
ferences in outlook between Aliran and 
the DAP. Any follower of Malaysian 
politics in the last decade would be 
aware of this. 

Be that as it may, we are happy that 
we enjoy a good relationship with the 
DAP. DAP leaders have been honest 
and candid with us. In our interactions 
we have found them to be upright indivi· 
duals who have not stabbed us in the 
back or tried to undermine us through 
opportunistic manipulation. Most of all, 
they are not frauds or hypocrites. Unfor· 
tunately, this is something that we 
cannot say of all our friends. 

3 October 1986 Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

• • • • 

DRASTIC STEPS AGAINST 
APARTHEID IN SOUTH AFRICA 

T he call by the Prime Minister for 
drastic steps to end apartheid 
in South Africa deserves the 

support of people who are concerned 
for justice and human rights. 

South Africa has, for far too long been 
thumbing its nose at the world simply 
because the Western powers and Japan 
have allowed economic, strategic and 
other interests to over-ride whatever moral 
scruples they may have, to continue 
their trade ties with a government that 
thinks nothing of condemning 4/5 of its 
population to a hellish existence. 

The tiresome cliche that sanctions 
would hurt the blacks even more does 
not enjoy currency today. Black leaders 
have indicated often enough that they 
welcome sanctions and for this reason, 
regarded world leaders who gave excuses 
for not severing trade ties as nothing 
more than self-serving hypocrites. 

Self interest of Western nations 
The fact of the matter is, the Western 

world finds Pretoria an economically 
and militarily strong ally. Self-interest 
dictates that they do nothing to desta· 
bilise South Africa, for fear that black 
rule, once established, might take on the 
political characteristics of the rest of 
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black Africa which could mean a com· 
plete loss of influence in an area extend· 
ing from Uganda to the Cape of Good 
Hope. But what the Western nations fail 
to see is that black revolution is inevi
table and in the long run unstoppable. 
In not extending a helping hand to the 
oppressed at this stage of the struggle 
would unfailingly be construed as power· 
ful white nations colluding with the white 
minority in Pretoria against the indi· 
genous black majority. 

After a century of dealings with white 
people, the blacks have learnt to be wary 
of white motives and intentions. It is for 
the Western nations now to allay these 
suspicions, by showing real sympathy 
for the plight and position of the black 
people and genuinely assist in the reali· 
sation of their hopes and dreams. 

Conscience of the world 
South Africa has today become the 

conscience of the world. In this drama of 
pain and suffering no one should remain 
a bystander. If people and nations have 
not enough moral fibre in them to 
rescue a struggling humanity of close to 
30 million souls, I am afraid they'll have 
no moral courage for anything else. 

Needless to say the concilliatory 
attitude of the great powers have given 
comfort and encouragement to Pretoria. 
Experience has shown that diplomatic 
pressures have not made the slightest 
difference to them. 

Perhaps a blockade might be the 
answer to the ineffective methods used 
so far, although trade sanctions seemed to 
be more acceptable at this stage of the 
game. Malaysia should play its part by 
rigidly enforcing it!) policy of non-trade 
with South Africa. It must ensure that 
its transnational holdings are divested 
of any investment, either directly or 
indirectly in South Africa. The rumours 
that the investment arms of Permodalan 
Nasional Berhad (PNB), Inchcape and 
Dunlop have interests in South Africa 
should be investigated and set right for it 
makes sense that we must clean our 
own backyard before we tell others to 
do theirs. 

There is not doubt that sanctions will 
work if the United States, Great Britain, 
West Germany, France and Japan join in 
the world boycott. That they have still 
remained reluctant to play ball, reveals to 
a great extent the morality of the rich 
and powerful nations. 

3 October 1986 

• • • • 

Ang Boon Chong 
Exco Member 

PERNAS BUYING UMBC SHARES 

W bile no one can dispute the 
right of Pernas to acquire 
majority stake in UMBC, the 

deal itself has however raised important 
questions of ethics and accountability. 

First, why wasn't the price paid for 
the acquisition and the number of shares 
involved made public? It is common prac· 
tice in transactions of this sort to reveal 
the price and number of shares. Since 
Pernas is a public corporation funded by 
the people's money, it is all the more 
important that the public is told what the 
price of acquisition was. 



Two, what were the sources of the 
funds used by Pernas to aquire UMBC? 
Did the money come from Pemas's 
budgetary allocations or from the sale of 
some of its other assets? 

Three, why did Pernas decide to 
acquire an 80 percent stake in UMBC this 
time which is 50 percent more than 
what it held previously especially since it 
did not take up its rights entitlement in 
the middle of 1985 when the UMBC 
shares were up for sale? And yet Pernas 
said yesterday, in a statement that it was 
its objective since June 1976 when it 
bought the 30 percent stake of having a 
commercial bank in its portfolio. If this 
was its objective why did it allow the 
family holding companies of Finance 
Minister Daim Zainuddin to acquire a 
majority stake in UMBC in mid-1985? 
What has happened between mid-1985 
and now to persuade Pernas to suddenly 
acquire a majority stake in UMBC? If it 
was financially more prudent for Pernas 
to have bought UMBC shares in mid-1985 
wouldn't the public be losing a substantial 
sum of money now especially since there 
is a possibility that the present acquisi· 
tion costs much more? Does this mean 
that the Finance Minister's family holding 
companies gained at the expense of the 
public? 

Four, is it possible that the main 
reason why Pernas acquired a majority 
stake is to bale out the family holding 
companies of the Finance Minister, which 
are reported to be facint financial pro· 
blems? In this context is it possible to 
interpret this act of a public corporation 
helping out private companies of the 
Finance Minister as a clear case of con
flict of interest? 

Aliran hopes that the Finance Minister 
will give a detailed explanation of the ac· 

· quisition of UMBC by Pernas and the 
previo'!-s episodes connected wit'! UMBC 
through Parliament at its forthcoming 
session. 

Aliran cannot help but observe that of 
late, there has been a number of cases 
where private interests are pursued 
through public institutions. Everything is 
camouflaged by a thin coating of legality. 
Such camouflages should be exposed in 
the interest of the well-being of the 
Malaysian society. 

4 October 1986 Executive Co!Tlmittee 

• • • • 

LET OFF EASY!! 

A liran Sabah Bureau is of the 
opinion that Yahya Lampong's 
case smells of inappropriate legal 

charges to cover up his serious involve
ment in inciting the March riots, illegal 
assemblies, marches and planned arsons 
that blackened the history of Sabah and 
Malaysia. 

Certainly there are inconsistencies on 
the part of the police and Attorney 
General with regard to application of the 
rule of law in the country. The ISA was 
clamped on Darshan Singh for simply 
expressing an opposing view. But the 
March riots. arsons and demonstrations 
that led to destruction of millions of 
ringgit worth of property, injuries and 
even deaths is simply labelled "illegal 
assembly". 

Sabah riot or "illegal assembly"? 

The warrant of arrest issued against 
Yahya Lampong was simply NOT carried 
out by the police. Then the courts simply 
fined Yahya Lampong a mere 300 ringgit! 

Aliran Sabah Bureau feels that the 
penalty imposed upon the leaders and 
followers of the March riots are a disgrace 
to law enforcement in this country. 
Surely the public statements uttered by 
thP.SP IPaciPn:, hPing of prnvnr.:~tive and 
seditious nature, would alone warrant 
legal action on the part of the Federal 
Government which recently expelled two 
journalists just for their reports on the 
current issues in the country. 

It is ironical that while the Prime 
Minister is defending the country's tough 
anti-dadah laws at the United Nations, 
here at home, criminals who have clearly 
caused death and destruction are being 
simply asked to pay less than a littering 
fine! 

Aliran Sabah Bureau urges the Federal 
Government to ensure that JUSTICE is 
SEEN to be done. 

6 October 1986 Aliran Sabah Bureau. 

• • • • 

PUBLISHING PERMIT FOR PAS 

A !iran supports the call made by 
Datuk Mohammad Sopiee that 
the Ministry of Home Affairs give 

the Parti Islam SeMalaysia (PAS) a per· 
mit to publish its newsletter. 

PAS has been denied a permit for a 
number of years now. The Ministry of 
Home Affairs has never been able to pro
vide a satisfactory explanation why PAS 
has not been given a permit to publish 
and circulate its newsletter. After all, 
other political parties are given permits. 

If PAS can dessiminaie its views 
widely, it would enable the Malaysian 
public as a whole to get a better idea of 
what the party stands for. The public in 
turn will be in a better position to eva· 
luate PAS's views and to assess the type 
of Islam the party is propagatin~t. Besides, 
as a legally-constituted organisation, it 
has the democratic right to put across its 
ideas to the public through its own 
channel of expression. 
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Aliran will try to obtain the support of 
the other organisations which are 
attending the one-day Dialogue on 'A 
Democratic Media' on 12 October 1986 
at the APDC building in Kuala Lumpur 
to persuade the government to grant a 
publishing permit to PAS. This one-day 
dialogue is part of the series of dialogues 
on national challenges called Dialogues of 
Concern launched by Aliran in September 
1984. So far 12 organisations comprising 
public interest societies, political parties 
and trade unions have indicated that they 
will attend the dialogue. 

6 October 1986 Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

• • • • 

NON-ESTABLISHMENT 
VIEWS ON THE ECONOMY 

"!! · 

T he Minister of Transport Datuk 
Dr. Ling Liong Sik, struck the 
right note when he called upon 

every Malaysian - irrespective of ethnic, 
ideological or political affiliation - to 
help in the revival of the ailing economy. 

Unfortunately ideas on how the reces
sion can be overcome from groups 
outside the establishment, especially 
opposition political parties, public 
interest societies and trade unions, have 
not received a sympathetic hearing from 
the power-holders. 

Even before the current recession, the 
government has been somewhat reluc· 
tant to accept views from individuals 
and groups whom it regards as 'critics' 
and 'dissidents'. This is a real pity because 
some of them were already warning us 
of serious economic stagnation seven 
or eight years ago and knew that it would 
be a consequence of a slump in commo· 
dity prices and a fall in the demand for 
certain types of electronic products. 

Opposition political parties like the 
Parti Sosialis Rakyat Malaysia (PSRM) 
and the Democratic Action Party (DAP) 
and public interest groups like the Con
sumers Association of Penang (C7\P), 
Insan and Aliran have always been critical 
of the very dependent nature of the 
Malaysian economy. The extreme 
vulnerability of an export-oriented 
economy like ours which is strongly 
linked to primary commodities has 
been a matter of mucl~ concern for 
them. This concern, however, was con
temptuously dismissed by the power· 
holders as the wailings of 'prophets 
of doom'. 

The 'prophets of doom' had also 
cautioned the government against a 
headlong plunge into heavy industries 
without first building up small and 
medium-sized industries. They had argued 
for more effective linkages between 
industries which could reinforce the 
industrial base of the economy. A limited 
and selective approach to heavy industries 
based upon a more systematic utilisation 
of our own local resources like rubber, 
palm-oil and metals was proposed as 
an alternative to the uncritical imitation 
of the industrialisation programme of 
certain Third World countries in the 
fifties. Most. of all, the 'prophets of 
doom' wanted much greater emphasis 
upon the basic sciences and bigger alloca· 
tions for research and development to 
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assist the industrialisation effort. 

Constructive Criticism 
On the whole, their views have been 

ignored. Consequently, when the govern· 
ment began its push for heavy industries 
in the early eighties, it was obvious that 
it lacked an overall perspective. The 
Industrial Master Plan itself, launched 
early this year admits this. Because there 
was no integrated plan we ended up with 
~hree iron and steel plants when, accord
mg to the South Korean expert who 
headed the Master Plan study team 
"One would do for this country": 
Similarly, the government decided to 
accelerate cement production through 
the establishment of another factory 
in Langkawi when there was already a 
glut in both the Malaysian and ASEAN 
markets. 

The Proton-Saga project which has 
imposed some financial strain upon the 
economy could also have been avoided 
if our leaders were prepared to listen 
to the cogent criticisms made by inde
pendent-minded economists about the 
limited technological advantages accruing 
from car production , the financial sup
ports needed to keep the project viable 
and the uncertainties of the local and 
overseas markets. Individuals and groups 
outside the establishment were equally 
unhappy about the setting up of 'Sogos
hoshas' without any understanding of the 
purpose and function of those huge 
Japanese trading conglomerates they 
were supposed to emulate. It was a typi
cal case of putting the 'cart before the 
horse' since we have neither the domestic 
trading base nor the foreign trading 
ties to warrant such a venture at this 
stage. The collapse of the Malaysian 
Overseas Investment Corporation (MOl C), 
one of the six Sogoshoshas should be a 
lesson to all concerned. 

There have been other expensive 
blunders. The government was advised 
on a number of occasions not to put 
too much emphasis upon international 
tourism, given the unreliable character 
of the trade. And yet the eighties have 
witnessed some grandiose tourist pro
jects like the Promet·federal government 
venture in Langkawi which appears 
to be heading towards failure. Tall sky
scrapers built to some extent in anticipa
tion of the scramble for office space in 
the eighties are now burdened with a 
glut of office space. 

Like the obsession with impressive 
buildings, the government's generous 
allowances and other perks for those 
at the upper echelons of the civil service 
in 1980 was yet another factor which, in 
retrospect, has worsened the financial 
situation. That, coupled with the 'isi 
penuh' exercise which created a bloated 
public service turned out to be detri
mental to the economy. 

These colossal mistakes arising from 
a misconception of what development 
means and from bad planning, are 
partly responsible for the mess we 
are in. Our foreign reserves have been 
depleted. Our foreign debts have shot 
up from 7.8 billion ringgit at the end of 
1981 to over 40 billion ringgit at the 
end of 1985. More than half a million 
people are without jobs. Businesses 
from petty trade to the big corpora
tions, are not doing well. The rural 
poor are badly hit by declining incomes, 
on the one hand, and rising prices of 
goods and services, on the other. While 
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we have every reason to point to reces
sion and international capitalist market 
forces for our suffering, we cannot 
exonerate our own political leaderj; 
~d planners from blame for compound
mg the problem. 

It is a pity therefore, that our leaders 
have not admitted publicly that their 
own errors and misjudgement have 
also contributed towards the present 
situation. It is a mark of greatness to 
admit one 's mistake. Instead of doing 
that, some of our leaders are now blaming 
the opposition, critics and others for the 
tovernment's own failures. They are 
accused of "painting a negative picture 
of the country". "criticising for the sake 
of criticism", "not being constructive" 
and "not contributing to the nation 's 
well-being". 

If alerting the government and the 
people of the pitfalls in a certain 
approach to development and of the 
flaws in some public policies is not 
contributing to the nation's w~ll-being 
we don't know what is, Surely, putting 
forward specific proposals on almost 
every issue on which comment has been 
made, is 'being constructive'. What is 
'against the nation's well-being' what is 
• t b . ' no emg constructive' is ignoring 
altogether, these ideas and suggestions. 

It is not just on the question of the 
economy or development that the govern
ment has adopted this attitude. On 
ethnic polarisation, on ways and means 
of fighting corruption, on improving the 
quality of education, ideas from outside 
the establishment have not received the 
response they deserve. 

It is the government's attitude then 
that must change. It must learn to regard 
as legitimate ideas on society which 
may be different from what it espouses. 
This openess, this tolerance is a vital 
pre-condition for any effort directed 
towards the revival of the Malaysian 
economy. 

7 October 1986 Executive CommittH 

• • • • 
VOTING TWICE IN THE 
GENERAL ELECfiON 

I fit is true that "as many as 140,000 
people could have voted more than 
once in the 1986 General Election 

because of duplication in the electoral 
rolls" then the public has every right 
~to call into question the outcome of the 
last General Election. 

Since no registered voter is allowed 
to vote more than once in the same 
election and no voter can vote in more 
than one constituency, the validity of 
the election itself now hangs in balance. 

The Election Commission cannot put 
the blame upon "technical errors". 
It should have checked and counter
checked all relevant data before the 
election. It is the duty of the Election 
Commission to ensure that all informa
tion pertaining to electoral rolls is 
accurate. 

Parliament should, during the current 
session, censure the Election Commission 
for its sloppiness. More important, the 
Election Commission should bring the 
question of duplication in the electoral 
rolls to the attention of the High Court. 
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The High Court should then decide 
whether the election was void or not. 

8 October 1986 Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

e • • • 

THE NEP: BEYOND 1990? 

A liran hopes that the views of all 
the communities in the country, 
and not just Barisan Nasional 

parties will be taken into consideration 
on the question of whether the NEP 
should be extended beyond 1990 or not. 

Though the Prime Minister claims 
that th'e NEP has reduced rural and 
urban poverty significantly, there is 
evidence of considerable poverty among 
certain occupational categories in both 
rural and urban areas. Besides, relative 
poverty has increased in both sectors 
of the economy. 

Similarly, while some progress has 
been made in the ethnic restructuring of 
various occupations, there is hardly 
anything to suggest that there is greater 
integration today. On the contrary, 
ethnic polarization seems to be more 
serious than ever before. This is why 
Aliran is doubtful that a degree of natio
nal unity has been achieved as a result 
of the implementation of the NEP. 

The NEP cannot possibly achieve 
national unity since it sees socio
economic problems in strict ethnic 
terms. The real economic gap in this 
country for instance, is not between 
ethnic communities. It is a gap between 
1md within secton of the economy. It 
is a gap between and among groups 
and classes. As long as we persist in inter
preting each and every issue along ethnic 
lines we will not achieve national unity. 
It will only allow certain communal 
interests in the economic and political 
life of the country to get stronger. 

9 October 1986 
P Ramakrishnan 

Exco Member 

(71le above statement did not appear in any 
newspaper - Editor) 

• • • • 

TIN-BUYING EPISODE 

I n line with the Yang di Pertuan 
Agong's call to preserve and uphold 
Parliamentary democracy, His 

Majesty's Government should provide a 
candid, honest account of what exactly 
happened in the tin-buying episode of 
late 1981 and early 1982. Public accoun
tability is after all the cornerstone of 
Parliamentary democracy. 

While Aliran appreciates the good 
intention behind the move to prop up 
tin prices, we are not convinced that it 
was the best way of protecting the 
interests of Malaysia and other tin
exporting countries. The dominance and 
control of rich, powerful industrialised 
nations over the international economic 
system will have to be fought through 
long term measures aimed at streng
thening the economic, scientific and 
political foundations of Third World 
countries. We cannot hope to liberate our 



societies from their crippling hold by 
trying to comer the tin market or by 
manipulating tin prices. A3 the tin-buying 
episode revealed, gains from such mano· 
euvres are often short-term, and what is 
worse, they do not change in any way 
basic relationships between dominant 
consumer and subordinate producer 
nations. The Malaysian Government 
should have realized that the exploitation 
of primary commodity producing coun
tries cannot be overcome through clan· 
destine operations. 

It is this that raises the first of many 
questions about the tin-buying episode: 

o Why did the Malaysian Government 
get involved in a scheme which would 
not have brought about a permanent, 
long term improvement to the posi· 
tion of tin-producing countries? 

o How did the Malaysian Government 
get entangled in an operation which 
violated conventional trading ethics? 

o How did the Malaysian Government 
agree to link up with commodity 
brokers like Marc Rich and tin traders 
like David Zaidner when there were 
several questions about their integrity 
and the integrity of their activities? 

o Is it possible that in the course of the 
operations which lasted a number of 
months, bribes and kickbacks became 
commonplace, as it is alleged in certain 
quarters? 

o How much did the Malaysian Govern
ment lose from the entire operation? 

o What has been its total impact upon 
Malaysian banks and Malaysian 
miners? 

o What has been the impact of Malaysia's 
attempt to comer the tin market 
upon other tin-producing countries 
and the International Tin Council's 
buffer-stock? 

It is important that the Government 
provides answers to these and other 
questions either through Parliament or by 
way of a detailed report to the Malaysian 
public. 

The Malaysian Government owes this 
to the Malaysian public. It does not 
matter whether its explanation satisfies 
foreign journals and foreign businessmen. 
But the Malaysian government has an 
obligation to provide a satisfactory 
explanation to the Malaysian people. 

9 October 1986 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President 

(The above statement did not appear in any 
newspaper- Editor) 

•••• 

THE UMBC DEAL: 
WHEREDOESANWARSTAND? 

A liran is disappointed with the 
attitude adopted by UMNO 
Youth on the purchase of UMBC 

from the Minister of Finance's family 
companies by PERNAS. 

UMNO Youth leader Encik Anwar 
Ibrahim is reported to have said that 
"it is left to PERNAS to decide whether 
it wants to reveal the details of its acquisi· 
tion of UMBC or not. It does not matter 
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who gets to acquire UMBC. What is 
important is that. Bumiputra interests 
were secured". 

All the details of the UMBC purchase 
should be revealed to the people because 
it involves a fundamental principle upon 
which our entire system of government 
rests namely, the principle of public 
accountability. There are three aspects 
of the UMBC deal which are linked to 
the question of public accountability. 

o First, the sellers are companies con· 
nected to a high public official in a 
crucial ministerial position. 

o Second, t.he buyer is a public corpora· 
t ion which operates with the support. 
of public finds. 

o Third, if it is true that. the purchase 
is being partly f'manced by a foreign 
loan, the taxpayers who will have to 
repay that loan have every right to 
know how much money is involved 
in the transaction. 
It is equally wrong of Anwar to try 

to legitimise the deal in the name of 
Bumiputra interests. Bumiputraism 
should not be used as an argument to 
conceal wrongdoings or to camouflage 
certain vested interests. 

What Anwar should be concerned 
about is not whether Bumiputra interests 
have been secured but whether ethical 
values have been upheld in the UMBC 
deal. As one of the leading advocates 
o f Islamisation, he should ask whether 
the UMBC deal is in line with the 
following Islamic principles of telling 
the whole truth, being accountable 
to the public, separating the public 
interest from private gain, and responding 
to the people's demands for truth and 
justice. 

14 October 1986 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President 

('n1e above statement d1d not appear in 
any newspaper - Editor) 

The media is wrong to gloryfy 
cigarette smoking through 
advertisements 

DISCOURAGING SMOKING 

A law prohibiting minors below the 
age of 18 from smoking and 
prohibiting people from selling 



cigarettes to minors may be worth
while considering as a short-term measure. 
The government must not view it as a 
remedy to the problem since what 
people cannot do publicly they may 
indulge in privately. 

Parents and teachers who smoke are 
no models for their wards. The media 
which glorifies cigarette-smoking through 
advertisements provides no guidance to 
the young whatsoever. Furthermore, the 
media are collaborators in promoting 
smoking through telecast of sports 
events sponsored by cigarette com
panies. 

Therefore, one of the measures that 
could be taken to redress the problem 
is an effective campaign against cigarette
smoking. Parents, teachers, the media 
among others, should be enlisted to 
educate the young as to the evils of 
smoking. Leadership through example 
should be practised. In the ultimate 
analysis, leadership by example and 
public education are the only real solu
tions. 

Finally, attributing cigarette-smoking 
as one of the main causes of drug-addic
tion is stretching the imagination a 
little bit too far because evidences 
abound where people who have been 
smoking for years are not necessarily 
drug addicts. 

17 October 1986 
Hamima Dona Mustafa 

Asst. Secretary 

(Tile above statement did 110t appear in any 
11ewspaper- editor) 

• • • • 

RETRENCHMENT IS NOT 
THE SOLUTION 

A !iran agrees with the Prime Minis
ter that international financial 
institutions will be able to dictate 

policies to us if we become heavily 
indebted to them and to foreign banks 
and donor agencies. 

The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the World Bank have been 
known to force Third World countries 
with huge foreign debts to adopt eco
nomic policies and fiscal measures which 
serve to strengthen their grip over the 
economies of the debtor nations. This 
happened to the Philippines under 
Marcos. 

Even as it is, Malaysia's foreign 
debt situation is already quite critical. 
At the end of 1985, our total foreign 
debts stood at 40.2 billion. In this con
nection, the figures given by the Deputy 
Minister of Finance in Parliament yester
day are not altogether accurate. The 
nation's foreign debt should include not 
only the government's direct borrowing 
but also the money borrowed from 
abroad by the government's various 
corporations and Off-Budget Agencies. 

However, to reduce its foreign borrow
ing the government does not have to 
retrench civil servants. Indeed, neither 
the public sector nor the private sector 
should retrench staff. For retrenchment 
at a time when jobs are scarce will only 
cause greater misery and unhappiness 
to individuals and their families. It will 
aggravate the unemployment situation 
which is already serious. There are 

mo~e than 1/ 2 a million unemployed 
people today. Continuous retrenchment 
in either the public or private sectors 
could even delay economic recovery 
since it will have an adverse impact upon 
the purchasing power of a significant 
segment of society. 

Rather than retrench, Aliran feels 
that the government can adopt a number 
of other policy measures to reduce 
public sector expenditure and stimulate 
growth. 

Alternatives to retrenchment 
o One, it should reduce drastically 

perks and allowances for civil servants 
in the upper echelons of the public 
services and cut down on overseas 
trips, overseas training courses and 
local travel for bureaucrats. Unneces
sary expenditure ·on the purchase 
of vehicles, furniture and even statio
nery should be controlled. 

o Two, the government should close 
down a number of the businesses and 
firms run by Off-Budget Agencies 
(now called non-financial public enter
prises) which are draining the finan
cial resources of the country. The 
personnel employed in these com
panies should be given every assistance 
to start their own businesses. 

o Three, small and medium-sized busi
nesses and industries should be given 
much greater emphasis in the govern
ment's development strategy. They 
are much more labour intensive per 
unit of capital than the big foreign 
companies. They can play an impor
tant role in overcoming the problem 
of unemployment. This is why rather 
than give all sorts of incentives to 
encoural{e foreign investments the 
government should take immediate 
steps to remove all the obstacles 
that prevent small and medium
sized industries from contributing 
substantially to economic growth. 
Unfair taxes that burden these indus
tries, the difficulties they encounter 
in obtaining bank loans and the pro
blems they face in marketing should 
be overcome. 

o Four, the government should also 
give various incentives, including 
attractive tax rebates to those who 
want to go into food production. 
It may even want to consider allowing 
people to withdraw a portion of 
their EPF savings for this purpose. 
More than two million acres of idle 
land can be effectively utilised for 
food production if there is the politi
cal will. 

o Finally, the government should allow 
the private sector to establish colleges 
and universities in order to curb the 
outflow of wealth from the country. 
It has been estimated that Malaysia 
loses about three billion ringgit every 
year through the large number of 
young people studying abroad. If 
tertiary educational facilities can by 
provided locally on a much wider 
scale, it would serve as a stimulus 
to economic growth. 

The above measures and other such 
strategies are far more meaningful than 
retrenchment of civil servants which 
is a shortsighted move with serious 
repercussions for the economy. 

21 October 1986 
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Chllndra Muzaffar 
President 

PUDU PRISON HOSTAGE 
INCIDENT 

A !iran commends the authorities 
for their superb handling of 
the Pudu Prison hostage incident. 

It is to the credit of the prison officials 
and the police that they managed to free 
the hostages without resorting to brutal 
violence or causing death to anyone. The 
patience, restraint and discipline exercised 
by both prison authorities and police 
personnel should be lauded by the general 
public. The Director-General of Prisons 
Datuk Ibrahim Mohamad in particular, 
managed an intricate situation with a 
high sense of responsibility. He did the 
right thing by keeping the public fully 
informed on what was happening through 
the media. 

Now that the incident is over, Alirae . 
hopes that the government will give 
urgent attention to one of the problems 
that surfaced during the incident namely, 
the difficu I ties caused by overcrowding 
in the Pudu prison. 

23 October 1986 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President 

• • • • 
continued from back page 
THINKING ALLOWED ,. 

Test Tube Babies 

P eople always react to any 
change. Many do not approve 
of babies being produced by 
means of in-vitro fertilization. 

Some feel that it was too mechanical 
and unfeeling. Some think it is sinful 
because it is "unnatural". But Nature is 
neutral. It goes along with anyone so long 
as he follows the rule of the game set 
by it. When man disapproves and Nature 
approves man should take a second look 
at Nature! 

Madonna's Song Hit 

P apa don't preach" is 
Madonna's latest song liit. 
"Papa don't preach, I'm in 
trouble deep. 

Papa don't preach, I've been losing sleep. 
But I made up my mind, I'm keeping 
my baby." 

What a song! What a beat! Somehow I 
have a suspicion that you cannot tolerate 
it. Is it possibly because there is no 
comma after Papa? How could the 
songwriter overlook it! 

More than a million American teenagers 
become pregnant each year, and many 
suffer or Jose their lives in their attempt 
to abort. If you are against abortion 
then the song sends out a salutary and 
timely message. 

Mohamed A. Kadir 
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