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Param CumaraSW8111y: "strange that to data no thought has Men given to the Prevention of
Corruption Act .............."

At the 7th Ann•l Merdeka Dinner: 900 attended despite the rain
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Iiran held its seventh Annual
Merdeka Dinner on 20th September at 8.00 p.m. at the Fortuna Restaurant, Penang, this year. Despite the
heavy rain about 900 people attended
the function.
The theme of the dinner was "Democracy and You."
The guest speaker was Encik Param
Cumaraswamy, President of the Bar
Council of Malaysia.
In hts address, Encik Param talked
about the role of the intelligentsia as well
as the role of the Bar in a democratic
society. He also touched upon the inadequacy of legislation regarding corruption.
He advocated that the government
amend the Prevention of Corruption
Act to minimize corruption.
Dr. Chandra Muzaffar also addressed
the gathering. In his speech, he discussed
several issues that seemed to tndicate
a move towards greater curtailment of
democratic rights by the government.
Dr. Chandra urged both Malays and nonMalays to forge a better understanding
among themselves in order to ensure
hope for freedom and democracy in
Malaysia.
Unlike previous years. this year
Aliran did not present anyone with
the Most Outstanding Malaysian Award.
Instead, Aliran collected 900 minutes
of Peace from those present to contribute to the One Million Minutes of
Peace International Appeal to commemorate the International Year of Peace.
Our members in Kuala Lumpur held
a separate functicn in conjunction
with this year's Merdeka anniversary.
On 21 August about 1,000 people
attended a talk, "Malaysia: After the
Elections" by Tan Sri Dr. Tan Chee
Khoon and Dr. Chandra Muzaffar at
Hotel Federal. Members of the audience
asked many questions.
At this function, all our publications
were sold out e
Hamima Dona Mustafa
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DEMOCRACY:
THE REAL
THREAT
Indeed, many people believe that the
UMNO-Barisan government is moving
towards more severe control and domi·
nance. The limited scope for democratic
articulation and action may be subjected
to further curbs. To do this, the government needs a justification. The alleged
threat of Chinese chauvinism to Bumiputra interests, the Constitution, inter-

and local oppos1t10n parties and other
groups to achieve their goal.
While there was some chauvinistic
sentiment in the General Election it
must be granted that many of the ethnic
grievances among the Chinese and other
non-Malays are legitimate. Besides, it
was not just ethnicity which produced
the urban protest vote. The economic

It would ~e wrong to dismiss the
various financial scandals and the
question of public integrity as
fabricated Issues.
he people of Penang should
be commended for strengthening democracy in the
State in the recent General
Election by voting in a bigger
opposition. It is our hope that the opposition wi II discharge its responsibility
with wisdom, courage and integrity. It
must seek to represent not only urban
Penang but also rural Penang, not only
the non-Malays in the State but also the
Malays in the State.
At the Federal level, however, the
sinews of democracy have not been
strengthened. The Barisan Nasional continues to command an overwhelming
four-fifths majority in Parliament. It
is not the Barisan's dominance alone
which is the problem. Even more serious
is its attitude towards values and institu·
t ions crucial for the growth of parliamentary democracy. In the course of
the last 1% months, it has become abundantly clear that dissent and alternative
views on society can exist only on the
sufferance of the Barisan.

T

eth.n ic harmon'f and political stability
could well be used as an excuse to further
curtail democratic rights. The anti·Bari·
san vote in the cities is seen as proof of
this chauvinistic threat. Certain leaders
are now arguing that chauvinistic elements are spreading rumours about

recession, the performance of the government in the last 5 years and the alleged
lack of integrity within the national
leadership were also major issues. This
is why it would be wrong to use Chinese
chauvinism as an excuse to suppress
dissent.

It is totally Irrational to chastise
those who expose scandals and
oppose dishonesty as villains and
scoundrels.
scandals and· the integrity of the power·
holders to discredit and eventually to
de-stabilize the government. All this is
part of a plot, a conspiracy, involving
Zion ists opposed to our government
because of its commitment to Islam
and the Palest in ian cause. These Zionists
are allegedly using foreign magazines
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Similarly, it would be wrong to
dismiss the various financial scandals
and the question of public integrity as
issues fabricated by Chinese chauvinists
and other critics in collaboration with
foreign enemies. That a series of scandals had occured in the last 4 years
or so is an undeniable fact. It is true
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scandal, the whole truth has yet to be
told. It is only in the Pan-El scandal that
one of the main culprits has been punished. However, he remains a Member of
the Malaysian Parliament!

in thP. first instance.
The same lack of logic is evident in the
government's allegation about a Zionist
conspiracy. We know there is Zionism
and Zionist interests. We know of Zio-

There is no logic in the
government's allegation about a
Zionist conspiracy.

Abdullah Ang arrested: more cases of cheating
and swindling expected to surface.

More important, the scandals are not
just the concern of Chinese dissidents.
The government's handling of these
scandals has .been criticised and condemned by individuals and groups from all
communities. For they know that what is
involved is integrity not ethnicity.

Are the dlspossed, deprived Malay
rural dwellers In Kelantan and
Trengganu, who struggle to make
ends meet, first-class citizens?
that neither Maminco nor UMBC, nor
the EPF scandal has been explained
satisfactorily. This does not mean that
there was corruption. But it does mean
that there has been no proper accoun·
tability. Even in the much exposed BMF

Since integrity is the issue, it is totally
irrational to chastise those who expose
these scandals and oppose dishonesty,
as viii ians and scoundrels. Surely, the
culprit is not the person who washes the
dirty linen; it is he who dirties the linen

The economy is rapidly declining: it is very serious ........... .
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nism's antagonism towards Islam. But
that is not enough to convince any sane
person that there is an active Zionist plot
to de-stabilize the present Mahathir
regime. The government has not been
able to produce a shred of evidence to
support its allegp.ion.
In the meantime, government leaders
continue to insinuate that local organizations are receiving financial assistance
from Zionists to undermine the Malaysian State. It is only fair that the govern·
ment names these organizations and tells
the public how they receive Zionist
assistance. For organizations like AllRAN this is a matter of great concern
for we have always stood up against
Zionism.
It is obvious that this scenario of a
fo reign-inspired threat to the nation's
stability linked to Chinese chauvinism
and local dissent, has no basis at all.
The fear of such a threat is being planted
in the mi nds of the people so that when
our limited freedom is fettered, they
would accept it as a legitimate response
to a serious challenge to the State. Why
would the government want to curb
f reedom and democracy at this stage?
Three possible reasons can be advanced.
One, the economy is declining rapidly.
According to some economists the overall situation is much worse than what
many of us think. It is quite conceivable
that the government, fearing social
unrest, might resort to curbs and controls of basic political freedoms.
Two, just as the last few years have
revealed a number of cases of finarl~ial
mismanagement, it is very likely that
in the next few years there wi ll be other
similar malpractices. Since the General
Election - within the short span of a
month and a half - there have been
three scandals of sort~. They are connect·
ed with the deposit-taking cooperatives,
the collapse of the Malaysian Overseas
Investment Corporation (MOIC) and the
arrest of Abdullah Ang, and the suspension of Promet from the Kuala Lumpur
Stock Exchange. All three scandals
involve directly or . indirectly, individuals in the elite stratum of society.
As the recession gets more serious, we
should expect more companies to
collapse, more cases of cheating and

Deprived rural Malay dweller: first da• citizen7

swindling to surface, more questionable
deals suggestive of corruption to emerge.
The powerholders and those aligned
to them would not want to be challenged

As far as UMNO's internal problems
go, there is very little that people outside
the party can do. Financial mismanagement and corporate malpractices, we can

Would It be right to regard some of
the tycoons in the non-Malay
communities who possess economic
power and political clout as
second-clas citizens?
to explain these misdeeds. This is why
they may choose to curtail civil rights
and liberties.
Three, since there are contending
cliques and factions in UMNO, the party
leadership is psychologically not as secure
as it should be. The internal situation
within UMNO has undoubtedly conditioned the outlook of its leaders towards
the larger political system. Afraid that
their power and position in the party
may be eroded by challenges within,
they impose restrictions upon the political system as a whole. Consequently,
democratic dissent in the larger society
also suffers because of internal factionalism.
These then are the real reasons why
freedom may be shackled in the near
future and not because of some conspiracy between foreign enemies and their
local agents. It could happen because
the power-holders want to preserve and
perpetuate their power at all costs. If
this is so, how should groups outside
the establishment, including ordinary
citizens, react to the situation? How can
we help to overcome the factors which
may persuade the elites to become more
authoritarian?

help check by highlighting and analysing
them and by making the public aware
of good business ethics and standards.
However, this is going to be difficult
since much of the rot has already set in.
Neither will the ordinary citizen be able
to fight the economic decline on his

and chauvinism can provide the excuse
for the ruling elites to establish authoritarian rule. This is why both Malays
and non-Malays have a sacred responsibility to resist communalism and chauvinism.
With in the Malay community, there
should be a sincere attempt to understand how ideas like 'Malay political
dominance' and the 'Malay economic
position' are manipulated by the elites
to camouflage the actual Situation.
Thinking Malays should realize whose
interests these ideas really serve. At the
same time, young Malays n particular
should develop genuine sympathies for
legitimate non-Malay grievances pertaining to educational and job opportunitie~ ~
and to political decision-making.
Equally crucial, non-Malays should not
be deceived by emotional catch-phrases
like the 'second-class citizenship of
non-Malays' and 'ethnic oppression of the
non-Malays'. If non-Malays as a whole
are second-class citizens, are the dispossessed, deprived Malay rural dwellers
in Kelantan and Trengganu, who struggle
to make ends meet, first-class citizens?
They have neither economic nor political
nor intellectual power at their command.
By the same token, would it be right to
regard some of the tycoons in the nonMalay communities who not only possess
economic power but also have a lot of
political clout, as second-class citizens?
Apart from trying to understand the true
situation, young non-Malays in particular,
should also develop a more mature view
of the political and historical background
of this country. It is an undeniable truth
that the present Malaysian State evolved
from a Malay polity. Once non-Malays
comprehend the implications of this,
there will be less antagonism towards
the position of Malay as the sole official
and national language or Islam as the
official religion.

The one source that can sustain
freedom Is unity among our
diverse people.
own. It is the government that decides
on economic policies and at the moment
it does not seem to be willing to accept
other ideas on rejuvenating the economy,
however worthwhile they may be, as long
as they do not come from a charmed
circle within the elite stratum of society.
Perhaps the best that we who are
outside government can do is to ensure
that our own attitudes and behaviour do
not lead to the sort of situation which
will facilitate the imposition of further
curbs and controls upon democracy. As
we have observed earlier, communalism
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Without better understanding between
young Malays and non-Malays especially
on those ethnic controversies which tend
to divide them at the moment, there is
no hope for freedom and democracy
in our land. For freedom is a fragile flower. It derives its energy from other
sources. And in our society, the one
source that can sustain freedom is
unity among our diverse people. It is
this soil of unity that we must nurture
and nourish carefully in the years to
come •
Chand,. Muuffar
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MEADEKA DINNER

LAWYERS
THE STRUGGLE
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
Param Cumaraawamy- ·

If the intellectuals do not speak up, who

else c:en?

he theme for this evening is
Democracy and You. Democracy is one of the most
popular systems of government of our time. Yet it is
the most abused. All governments like
to be considered democratic. No government likes to be accused of being undemocratic. The Malaysian Government is
no exception. The very adage "a government of the people by the people and for
the people" being the essence of democracy is but a myth in many of the socalled democracies. At most an exercise
in the form of a general election is held
periodically to conform with this essential norm and satisfy the outside world
probably for purposes of foreign aid.
But the content and the manner in which
such elections are carried out to determine the will of the electorate are questionable issues but, very often, go unquestioned and unchallenged. Once
returned to power the manner in which
the power is wielded leaves much to be
desired. Public accountability which is
so essential in a democracy is often
avoided. The right to information on
matters of public interest is curtailed
to the extent that the public is only
informed of what the government wants
the public to know. In Malaysia the
few who do question such abuses and
lawlessness are characterised and accused
as the intellectt.als who are out to sabo-

T
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tage government policies.
Many years ago the late Mr. R. Ramani,
a great advocate of his time and later
the Malaysian representative at the
United Nations, in a public address
appealed to the intelligentsia to speak
up on national issues. Those were words
of wisdom which sadly do not seem to
be shared by some of our leaders today.

found not adequate and effective to
curb certain increasing evils m society
such as dangerous drugs, tax evasion,
use of firearms etc. It has been the
practice of the Government to promptly
amend such legislation sometimes in a
draconian manner to make it more
effective to achieve the purpose. It is
strange that to date no thought has

In Malaysia the few who question abuses
and lawlessness are characterised and
accused as the Intellectuals who are out to
sabotage government policies.
Do our political masters seriously think
that they are infallible and beyond
criticism? Certainly not. after the BMF,
UMBC and EPF scandals. If the intellectuals, who are in a better position to
understand the issues in their perspective, do not rise to the occasion and
speak up who else can? Wouldn't the
intelligentsia be betraying society if
they remain dumbfounded amidst blatant
abuse of power. governmental lawlessness and corruption? Government leaders
may well be advised to be respectful to
dissent from any quarter ra ther than
taking up cudgels against those who
speak up without malice. On corruption, amidst widespread allegations of
corruption in high levels the government
appears not to be doing anything to
improve its image. Often we read of a
small fry being charged for taking $20/-or
overclaiming on transport expenses. The
same old excuse that evidence cannot
be obtained against those in high places
is no longer acceptable. There have
been several legislation which were
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been given to the Prevention of Corruption Act despite widespread allegations
of corruption in high levels. If the Official Secrets Act could be amended amidst
widespread protests against such amendments can the government explain why
it has not found it f it to suitably amend
the corruption legislation to make it
more effective to abate or at least minimize the incidence of corruption which
is often described as the cancer of society?
If evidence is the problem then a solution
is to amend our Prevention of Corruption Act by including a provision as
that appearing in the Hong Kong legislation. That provision reads:

"Any person who being or having
been a public officer a) I'IUlintains a standard of living above
that which is commensurate with his
present or past official emoluments;
or
b) is in control of pecuniary resources
or property disproportionate to his present or past official emoluments, shall,

professional duties without any restrictions, influences, inducements,
pressures, threats or interferences,
direct or indirect, from any quarter
or for any reason;
c) all quarters shall have effective access
to legal services provided by an
independent lawyer to protect and
establish their economic, social and
cultural as well as civil and political
rights.
Further, in the same Declaration it
is provided that "it shall be the responsi-

bility of the lawyers to educate the
members of the public about the principles of the nJle of law, the importance
of the independence of the judiciary and
of the legal profession and to inform"" ·
them of their rights and duties and the
relevant and available remedies'~

The public should be informed of their rights and dut ies and the relevant end eveile ble remedies.

unless he gives a satisfactory explanation to the Court as to how he was
able to maintain such a standard of
living or how such pecuniary resources
or property came under his control, be
guilty ofan offence. "
In 1981 here on this island in a speech
I suggested such an amendment. Nothing
has been done.
If our government is truly ·interested
in wiping out corruption or at least
minimising and improving its image
then it is imperative for it to seriously
consider amending the legislation as
suggested above or something similar
to that. If, however, the government
continues to waver or avoid the issue
and decline to do anything about this
evil in society then the erosion of pub I ic
confidence will be such that it will earn
the government an irreparable reputation
as a government of a group by the group
for the enrichment of a slightly larger
group.
The work of public interest groups
to generate pub I ic awareness of issues
is extremely important in developing
countries including Malaysia. Here the
legal profession too has a vital role to
play. It is the legal profession which
has the skill and understanding of the
intricacies and niceties of the law

and the constitutioll than any other
profession or any other section in society.
In 1983 eminent jurists from all over the
world gathered in Montreal and declared
what is now known as the Montreal
Uni versal Declaration on the independence of Justice. The Declaration spells
out minimum principles for the protection of the independence of the Judiciary

This Declaration is the forerunner for
a United Nations Convention for the
protection of the independence of the
judiciary and the legal profession.
The Malaysian Bar has been for many
years committed to the principles spelf
out and implied in the Declaration.
We have come out a long way from the
days when lawyers were merely drafting
documents or expounding and pleading
their clients' causes in courts. As a
profession we are duty-bound to promote and protect human rights and the
rule of law. Human rights often have
political undertones. Hence we are often
branded as being political. This has been
said here and recently iri Singapore.
Despite such allegations and accusations
the Malaysian Bar will continue to
advance the cause of the profession
without fear or favour. There would be
no compromise on this role. The stark
realities must be accepted by our government. Its 'leaders must not consider us
a threat. They should begin to respect
us.

As a profession we are duty-bound to
promote and protect human rights and
the rule of law. Human rights often have
political undertones. Hence we are often
branded as being political.
and the legal profession. For the legal
profession three principles are enshrined:-

a) the legal profession is one of the institutions referred to in the preamble
to this declaration. Its independence
constitutes an essential guarantee for
the promotion and protection of
human rights;
b) there shall be a fair and equitable
system of administration of justice
which guarantees the independence
of lawyers in the discharge of their
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The legal profession is a component
part of the machinery for the administration of justice. We shall continue the
cordial relationship with the judiciary
and the Attorney-General. Such relationship must be one of mutuality in an
equal
partnership.
The paramount
concern shou ld be the dispensation of
justice and this can only be done if there
is harmony among the three. Suspicions
of one another's role can mar the quality
of justice and undermine public confidence in the system of justice.
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Recently the legal profession has been
subjected to considerable public criticism. Some were justified. Others were
vile and unwarranted. The profession is
self-regulatory and self-disciplining. These
are important for the maintenance of
the independence of the profession
which is so vital for the promotion of
human rights and protection of the rule
of law in a democracy. Self-regulation
and self-discipline necessarily entail selfexamination and self-correction. We have
taken cognisance of the need for change
for the betterment of the profession
and the public generally.
The setting up of the Hussein Onn
Committee and the presence of representatives from pubI ic interest groups

in the Committee is viewed by many as
a progressive step towards public
accountability of the bar. Legal aid by
the Legal profession where our lawyers
contribute annually and many participate freely for no remuneration is
another feature which is also viewed as
something novel and admirable.
The promotion and protection of
human rights is just not that of the
legal profession and public interest
groups. It is the duty of each and everyone who values basic freedoms and
human dignity. The last of the preambles
to the International Covenant on Econo-

mic, Social and Cultural Rights and Political and Civil Rights makes this abundantly clear:

"Realizing that the individual, having
duties to other individuals and to the
community to which he belongs, is under
a responsibility to strive for the promotion and observance of the rights recognised in the present covenant, Agree
upon the following articles:"
I therefore appeal to each and everyone of you to strive for these ideals so
that not only you and your children but
mankind not only in th1s country but
all over the universe can live in peace
and in human dignitye
The above speech was delivered by Mr.
Param O..maraswamy, President of the
Malaysian Bar Council, at the Aliran Annual
Dinner.

WAa-rtl did ou.t
money 9o -fo ?I
h)Aevtt.. · · ·
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Letters

We welcome letters from readers. letters can be either in English or Bahasa Malaysia.
Thoso letters may be edited for purposes of space end clarity. The views expressed may
not be those of the Aliran Monthly. Pseudonyms are accepted but all letters should
include the writer's name and address. letters should preferably be typewritten with
double-spacing; if hand-written, they should be legible.
Letters should be addressed to the Editor, Aliran Monthly, P.O. Box 1049, Penang,
Malaysia.

AU RAN'S POINT PROVED

I

refer to Nizam's letter, "They have to eat
their words" (NST Agusut 16). It is a
pity that Nizam lacked the courage to make a
direct and pointed reference to Aliran in his
letter but had to resort ot sly innuendoes in
ref8fring to it as "a so-called pressure group
comprising some intellectuals" and "these
smart people who described themselves as
intellectuals".
Those of us who have re<~d the pamphlet
"Stop the Rot" distributed by Aliran as pert
of their election campaign have no difficulty
in concluding 1hat Nizam's criticisms were
directed against Aliran. Nizam quotes from this
pamphlet those passages which spoke of the
growing strength of the Opposition, the vul·
nerable position of the Ruling Party and the
state of despondency the country was in and
ridicules Aliran that in spite of all that was
said the Barisan won a massive victory.
Yes, the Barisan won a 'massive' victory in
the rural areas, where the electorate was kept
in ignorance; where the delineation exercise
was gerrymandered to favour the Barisan;
where 3 to 4 Parliamentary seats were equivalent to 1 urban Parliamentary seat in terms of
voters.
But what of the urban areas where the
voters were aware of the rot; where the brunt
of the negative effects of the Barisan's policies
were felt; where there was access to information and differing views? It is in these areas
that the Barisan received a drubbing. These
constituencies had clearly vindicated Aliran's
views.
Almost 2 million voters cast their votes
against the Barisan. When the counting of
ballots was concluded, it was a mere 700,000
votes that separated the Ruling Party from the

Are these the same people who were once
employed by British Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher and the Conservative Party for their
election campaign? I em also told that 'Saatchi'
is a Jewish name - perhaps your re<~ders can
enlighten me.
In view of our 'look East' policy and the
current concern over Zionist plots, it is rather
important for us to ascertain the facts.
Scrutineer
Penang

NEED FOR A GENUINE VOICE
OF THE PEOPLE

A

When one comperes the Barisan's 148
Parliamentary seats against the Opposition's
29, the result may seem impressive. But the
truth lies in the popular votes garnered - and
the Barisan's share of the popular votes is
less than impressive.

new voice of the people has become an
urgent need in view of the unhe<~lthy
state of our media which only gives out welltailored news and views.
It is therefore time to call upon ALIRAN
to provide the lead for an All RAN DAILY
that would meet the needs of the People
without FEAR or FAVOUR.
The present media has failed to provide
this SERVICE to the people. It has even
gone further to INSULT our INTELLIGENCE.
The People will be free from blame if they
should now withhold support of such media,
especially so, when the media vvent all out
to give such a distorted picture during the
weeks preceding the election. It is difficult
to recall such abuse by the Mass Media - The
Press, Radio and Television. The Media ran
wild with their propaganda and rushed to
paint a ROSY PICTURE of 28 years Progress
and Development by the Barisan National
Rule that has rewarded us with RECESSION,
LOSS OF JOBS, SORROW due to UNACCOUNTABILITY end MISUSE of People's
Money.
The Editors have been most disgraceful.

Pavanaravanakina
Penang

PEOPLE POWER
Penang

Oppo5ition.

HUNTING WITH THE
ZIONISTS
few days ago, I re<~d in a weekly news
magazine that the Barisan Nasional
engaged the advertising agency of S.atchi
& Saatchi to plan their media campaign in
the rec::ent election.

A

A HOLLOW VICTORY

T

he Barisan Nasional government is proud
that it has won a two-thirds majority in
Parliament. It claims the victory is a clear
indication of the people's confidence in the
lead8fship of Datuk Sari Dr. Mahathir Mohamad. How true is this claim?
From my ot.ervetion, BN's victory is
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nothing to shout about. The elections was
similar to a boxing match in which Dr. Mahathir did all the punching when his opponents
had their hands tied behind their backs. Brave
Dr. Mahathir used iron gloves to boot I
Or. Mahathir travelled the length and
breadth of the country at tax payers' expense
to campaign for the coalition. All the newspapers connived with the PM to depict him as
a demi-god and the opposition as follovvers
of lucifer.
RTM shamelessly campaigned for the
Barisan as though it was the party's machinery.
NOT A SINGLE WORD FROM AN OPPOSITION MEMBER WAS HEARD ON TV. Yet
Dr. Mahathir claims his government is a democratic one I
As though all this were not enough, the
PM end his Deputy warned us about the possibility of another May 13, should the Barisan
lose. A cheap scare tactic.
Yet when the votes were counted, Barisarr
obtained only 55.8% of the voteslll This
means that slightly less than half the population
rejected the Barisan. Therefore, winning 83%
of the seats in Parliament means little.
But the DAP's victory in 24 constituencies
me<~ns a lot although that number gives it only
13.5% of the seats in Parliament.
It is quite clear the EDUCATED urblln
voters have rejected the government's discriminatory policies. They did not trust the
government over the BMF scandal, the EPF
swindle, the UMBC deal etc.
They did not trust the government that
bullied PBS in Sabeh. They did not want to
support a group of leaders whose morality and
credibility were in question.
The urblln voters wanted to see democracy
survive. They knew Barisan will use its absolute
power to corrupt absolutely. The urban voters
are not racialists. They also voted in Indians
and a Malay in the DAP. They had the responsibility to defend democracy.
The Barisan survived because it had the
support of the gullible, ignorant, ill-informed
and misinformed rural voters. They did not
know the implications of the BMF, EPF and
UMBC scandals. They did not know that one
of their Chief Ministers was sued by a waitress
for breach of promise.
They ware not supposed to know all this.
The Barisan-controlled newspapers conspired
to protect the 'wrongdoers and criminals'.
All the rural voters wdre supposed to know
was that UMNO is their protector and without
UMNO the Malay race cannot survive. Never
mind about democracy. Never mind the credibility or morality of the leaders...•.. And they
voted faithfully for the survival of the race.
Writers have said in their election analysis
that Malays voted for the Gerakan, MCA and
MIC. True. But it is also true that these parties
received Malay votes because a vote for them
was indeed a vote for UMNO. It cannot be
denied that every victory for Gerakan, MCA
and MIC strengthens UMNO's power.
The survival of these parties by Malay
votes helps to maintain the master-tervant
relationship between UMNO and these parties.
The servant will pender to the master.
The Chinese had no reason to support the
Gerakan or the MCA. They proved to be
impotent end ineftective. They treated ell
i•ues facing the Chin8S8 as sensitive issues.
But the DAP has a proven track record of
having spoken out fearlessly on ALL grievances
of the Malaysian society. It unearthed the
EPF swindle.
The so-called Olinese leaders in the govern·
rnent had no guts to stand in Olinese majority
constituencies. They sought refuge in Malay
8flclaves. In constituencies where Ten Koon
Swan, Ling Liong Sik, Lee Kim S.i, Dr. Lim
Kheng Yaik and Paul Leong stood, it -
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evidently clear that they won because of
Malay and Indian votes. The majority of the
Chinese voters in these areas gave their votes
to the DAP.
These so·called Chinese leaders refer to
Chinese majority seats as 'unsafe or dangerous
seats'. Malay majority seats or mixed cons·
tituencies with equal Malay and Chinese voters
are 'safe seats'.
The electoral process has also been mani·
pulated to ensure that power remians with
UMNO. The 13th schedule of the constitution
has been amended repeatedly to provide a
heavier weightage for rural voters. That is why
Gua Musang has 23,977 voters and Puchong
81,105.
It should not be forgotten that these amend·
ments that practically sold away the Chinese
political voice were passed in Parliament with
the support of the Gerakan and MCA leaders.
So we see UMNO winning 83 seats which
is 46.8% of the parliamentary seats and DAP
winning 24 seats but earns only 13.5% of the
seats in Parliament. Now, what is so great
about the Barisan's victory?
Another unique feature of Malaysian
politics is the irresponsible attitudes of poli·
ticians in Sabah and Sarawak. These two states
just 'donate' about 36 seats to the Barisan.
Political parties in Sabah and Sarawak
clamour to join the Barisan so that they can
enjoy the goodies that come with incumbency;
so that they can be allowed to rule their
states the way they like with no interference
or intimidation from the Federal government.
East Malaysian MP's are seldom known to
have spoken out on issues like Bukit China,
BMF, EPF, UMBC or the abuse of democracy
in Sabah. Yes, I am referring to Barisan MPs.
Malaysians must learn to fight for the
survival of democracy instead of thinking
about the survival of their respective commu·
nity. This is so because democracy protects
the community. If democracy cannot survive
how can the community?
The DAP is the only opposition party with
a proven credibility. Unfortunately, the Malaysian press has made out the DAP as an anti·
Malay party. It has cleverly twisted Malay
thinking into hating the DAP.
I see Sabah and sarawak being fertile ground
for DAP to widen its base. By drawing Kada·
zan, lban, Dayak and Indian support I am sure
Malays will finally accept the DAP to make it
a truly multi-racial party. But of course the
DAP leadership must be prepared to reach
out to other Malaysians.
I have been quite blunt and crude in criti·
cising the Barisan. But then the Barisan has
also been rude and crude to the opposition.
Just look at those filthy cartoons advertised
by Barisan.
Thinking people would not have elected
Tan Koon Swan, Daim, Rahim Thamby Chik
and even the great Dr. Mahathir. But then
democracy in Malaysia thrives on ignorance.

PDC houses: a case of profiteering?

committee if they have any complaints.
As someone who has been "invited for an
interview" by the said committee, let me forewarn those who are as naive as I was as to what
to expect.
After ostensibly listening to what the complainant has to say in his appeal for a price
reduction, the panel will ask him whether he
is prepared to pay the difference if the PDC
had increased the prices of the houses and
flats instead.
Then the panel will rationalise that the
appellant is bound by the Sale/Purchase Agreement signed by him but "PDC will study his
case and see if it has the funds to compensate
him with a household appliance such as a
washing machine".
Having consulted a retired civil servant, I
am now informed that there is absolutely no
remedy under the Law of Contract but there
may be a remedy if the PDC has acted ultra
vires the Ponang Development Corponstiun
Enactment e.g. making excessive profits
(profiteering) prior to the price reduction.
Apparently the PDC has 'played along' to
prevent public furore during the eve of the
recent general elections.
If the present Auditor-General is conscientious enough to follow the footsteps of
his distinguished predecessor, he should
immediately investigate whether the PDC
has breached the said Enactment and other
laws pertaining to public accountability.
Those elected by Penangites whether from
the Barisan Nasional or the Opposition should
now perform their duty to ensure that the
public in general and the purchasers in particular have not suffered as a result of the lack
of responsibility of the PDC officials and/or
officers.

Anak Malaysia
Muar

Leong Chi Kong
Penang

MACHIAVELLIAN MOVES!

I

ZIONIST FORCES AND
THE MEDIA

refer to the report by Zarinah Daud in the

New Straits Times dated August 21, 1986

wherein PDC deputy general manager Mokhtar
Haniff advised purchasers who bought PDC
houses and flats before the price reduction to
write in personally to the PDC special housing
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f late our PM has been warning us that
our Press has been influenced by Zionist
forces. He has also stressed the need for the
control of our Press by responsible people.

10

One wonders what Zionist forces were in
control of our Press from July 23rd to August
3rd. The way our Press and RTM conducted
themselves during the recent election was
clearly obscene!
Krishnan
Port Klang

BERSATU TEGAK KEADILAN
UNTUK RAKYAT

A

pul;~

llah S.W.T. mencipta manusia suruh
mereka pakat cara elok. Orang tua-tua
bcrseloka orang tamak selalu rugi seperti

anjing dengan bayang-bayang. Kalau pemimpin·
pemimpin PAS, DAP dan PSRM tak bongkak,
mereka telah dapat tubuhkan BARISAN
RAKYAT pada pilihanraya umum ke 7 tahun
1982 dulu, sudah boleh kurangkan majoriti
2/3 BN di Dewan Rakyat dan di Dewan-dewan
Negeri. Dan pada tahun ini, telah boleh ujudkan
pemerintahan rakyat.
Apa boleh buat, masing-masing nak berebut
kerusi empok itu, khasnya pemimpin-pemimpin
PAS. Nasi dah jadi bubur. Padan muka.
Tubuhkan Barisan Rakyat hari ini juga di
antara DAP dan PSRM. Kemudian sama-sama
masuk kampung, ajar politik dan ekonomi yang
bersih kepada pengundi-pengundi di desa. Di
kota, sudah boleh tahan. Jangan ajar cara U
Must Not Oppose. Sogok sini, ugut sana. Kalau
pembangkang menang huruharalah, Mei 13
akan berulanglah. Beri tanah. Beri geran tanah.
Beri kunci rumah. 1001 macam sogok dan ugut.
Kita tak perlu politik cara ini. Kite ajar yang
betul supaya berkat hidup.
Dalam masa 5 tahun, sudah tentu boleh
buka sekurang-kurangnya 500 cawangan
Barisan Rakyat. Jangan hirau apa jua ugut
atau sogok. Buat macam pengundi-pengundi
kota. Ada macam-macam kemudahan pun,
buat apa? Kalau macam-macam cukai tinggi·
tinggi? Macam-macam pencemaran? Macam·
macam gejala buruk hidup? Lebih baik tak
usah undi yes-man. Jadi, segeralah tubuh
Barisan Rakyat. Apa kata hamba-hamba
Allah S.W.T. Lim Kit Siang dan Abdul Razak
Ahmad?
Ujud segera pendapatan paling rendah
$900.00 sebulan dan paling tinggi $2,000.00
sebulan untuk semua. Tak ada kecuali. Semua

kita ni hamba-hamba Allah S.W.T. belaka.
Barulah tak ada yang berebut-rebut nak duduk
di i$tana-istana, di Parlimen, di Dewan-Dewan
Negeri dsbnya. Cuepacs pun tak ancam nak
mogok.
Guru-guru dan kerani·kerani pun tak
berebut-rebut nak jadi ketua cawangan untuk
naik pangkat atau dapat hak istimewa yang
baki-baki itu. Sarnada pet:ani, buruh, nelayan,
pemandu, polis, askar, kerani, guru, penghulu,
pegawai, wakil rakyat, ketua ugema, pendekata
buat apa pun, pendapatan mesti ikut had tersebut. Krta pun tak mambazir dan boleh simpan
untuk pembangunan-pembangunan yang adil
untuk semua. lngatlah, pambazir·pembazir ialah
adik beradik syaitan. lnl. Allah S.W.T. kata.
Bukan rekaan hamba-hambaNya. Tak percaya,
kajilah 6,236 Firman. Jangan ikut iblis, buat
pertandingan.
Turunkan harga barang-barang keperluan
harian dengan tidak menipu mutu pengeluarannya. Sekat segera pengaliran kakayaan
yang Allah S.W.T. beri kepada kita semua.
Jangan jadi bodoh. Dalam rnasa 30 tahun, kita
dah rugi lebih dari $50 bilion. Henti ~era
pembaziran dan ubahsuai semua projek-projak
supaya untungkan rakyat 100%. lngatlah,
hutang kita juga dah lebih $50 ribu juta.
Sebaliknya, kita kana hadapi macam-macam
gejala buruk hidup. Kebodohan siapa agaknya
kita jadi begini7
Saya rasa kalau segala matlamat ini tercapai,
sudah cukup untuk kita nak tegakkan keadilan
sejagat. Jika sistem palajaran sempurna, sudah
tentu kebudayaan pun ikut a lok. Sudah tentu
tak timbul polarisasi atau parkauman. Semuga
pandangan-pandangan ini semua boleh berkatkan h id up kita dunia Akhirat.

changes in education policies, we are going
to sit in the back-waters.
Though prejudiced men may not like the
fact than Einstein was a Jew, the fact remains
his brains have benefitted the entire world,
irrespective of race. We cannot stop tha possibility that the next Einstein may be another
Jew; we should not cut our nose to spite
our face.
In the last decade, most of tha money
poured in by new investment agencies has
been to buy up existing companies, estates
and industries. Hardly any money has gone
into new industries with the exception of
the petroleum and car industries. There is
unhealthy preoccupation with the stock market
as if it were the foundation of tha economy.
The truth is that is is not and we have become
a nation of stock-market watchers.
There has been no serious interest in manufacturing and in the sunrise industries and to
a large extent, the Industrial Coordination Act
is to blame.
Without this progress towards manufacturing and industrialisation, there will be
no creation of jobs for our graduates and
school leavers.
Another source of dis-incentive for industrialisation is the inordinately high interest
rates. There is no way our country is going
to recover from the recession unless the interest
rates are lowered first and the Government
should do all it can to solve this fundamental
issue before the economy can get going.
Concerned
Petaling Jaya

B.A.
Kedah

LACKING IN ~IRE SAFETYSUBRA: MOST ARE
GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS
TRADE SURPLUSES?

W

e have been reading in the local papers
that Malaysia has been achieving trade
surpluses even though economic times are bad.
The reason is that even though export earnings
have dropped, imports have dropped even
further, resulting in this trade surplus.
We do not have details of the reduction
in imports but if it is in non-essential and
luxury goods, it is good for the country.
However, if tha reduction is in imported
machinery essential to tha industrialisation
of Malaysia, then this is serious.
Without investment in new industries, our
country i$ going to fall back progr-ively over
the future years. Most of us acknowledge
that our agricultural industry with its high
land and labour costs compared to those of
Indonesia, Thailand and Papua New Guinea,
is getting less competitive.
We are frozen half way on tha path to
industrialization. The educational policies
carried out over the past 25 years have not
been able to harn- and develop the best
brains in the country to cope with an era of
high technology but for socilll engineering
purposes. Emphasis has been to produce personnel to taka over management and simple
technical jobs, not for research, development
and innovation. Wa now have a generation
gap with inadequate technical brain-power
to cope with high-technology. Unl... corrective
measures are taken in harn811ing the bast brains
for tha development of the country through

T

he disclosure by the Deputy Housing and
local Government Minister that most
Government offices do not meet fire-safety
requirements is in essence an admission of
the lack of responsibility practised by the
officers in his Ministry as well es those in the
local councils.
In Penang, the Komtar complex is a classic
example of how the Municipal Council allows
the Penang Development Corporation to cut
the many corners in the non-compliance of
the requirements normally imposed on privata
developers.
Strange enough that in a complex of such
a monstrous size, there are no fire or service
lifts and it is quite common for the visitor to
share a lift with a garbage trolley while the
State Assemblymen enjoy a private elevator.
On several floors of tha Tower Block are
private pantries wherein the government
employ- chat away hours over hot coffee
while tbe taxpayers wait in the lobbies. Worst
of all is the "public" canteen at the Land
Office on the 11th level which is operated by
an employee in that office. Illegal electrical
extensions and unhygenic conditions are the
norm and yet no action is taken against these
by the City Health Department, the Fire
Services Department, the National Elec1ricity
Board and the POC because their staff also
frequent this canteen.
The Geodesic Dome at Komter was tha
subject of headlines in many local newspapers
when it was officially opened by our Bape
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Malaysia, Tunku Abdul Rahman, but our
beloved Prince was hardly aware that he was
lured into giving assent to an unfit building!
Similarly, users and patrons of the Dome are
not aware that the Municipal Coucil has yet
to issue a Certificate of Fitness (or Certificate
of Occupation) for the building. Imagine the
m8ll when a million-dollar suit is brought
against the PDC because of some accident and
the insurers of the premises seek to avoid the
insurance contract on the grounds that the
property has not been declared fit for human
occupation.
Mr. Lim Kit Siang, our elected represents·
tive for Tanjong wherein Komtar is located
should immediately arm himself with a court
injunction to restrain the continued usa of the
premises by members of the public.
H.C. Tan
Pen a~

DEMOKRASI APA INI?

D

alam falsafah sebuah pemerintahan demokrasi, adalah menjadi tanggungjawab setiap
rakyat untuk memilih pemimpinnya dengan
rela dan tanpa perasaan yang tertekan, tertipu
atau diugut. Demokrasi rnemberi ruang sebaiknya untuk pemimpin yang betul-betul disukai
dan diakui oleh seluruh rakyat. Jadinya, dalam
pemerintahan corak ini setiap pemimpin
sepatutnya babes bersuara, memberi idea,
pendapat dan penerangan kepada pendenger.
Barangkali setiap rakyat itu akan dapat mempartimbangkan yang mana pemimpin sebanarnya dan yang mana pula psedo-pemimpinl
Dalam suasana kempen pilihanraya, kite
amat maklum bahawa banyak sakali ruang
demokrasi yang sengaja dipatah·patahkan oleh
parti yang memerintah - yang berkuasa. lni
amat memprihatinkan kita. Oemokrasi menjadi
bodoh di rnata pemimpin yang gila kuasa,
rakus status dan tamak haloba membuta tulil
Kita juga arnat takjub apabila mendengar
beberapa hujah yang arnat dangkal dari kalangan pemimpin berkuasa kerajaan. Misalnya
mereka ada yang mengungkitkan akan segala
pambangunan yang dirnajukan kepada seluruh
rakyat. Mengheboh kepada rakyat tentang
segala macam kemudahan. Pemimpin saumpama ini dapat kita kelaskan sabagai pemimpin
yang tidak akademik, tidak faham fungsi
sebuah kerajaan, jahil akan tugas parlimen, tak
tahu tentang arnalan demokrasi serta barfikiran
sempit! Dunill yang mereka nampak cuma
gaji dan kedudukan sabagai kategori kales
yang hampir terendah dari masyarakat yang
t-pendidikanl
Bagairnanapun kempen penerangan dan pandedahan oleh parti pembangkang dapat juga
mencelikkan mata rnasyarakat. Masyarakat
tidak lagi senang diperbudakkan olah pernarintah yang rakus. Parti pembangkang cube
memanusiakan rnanusia seutuhnya. Manusia
sudah banyak menjadi berang dalam perti
pamerintah. lnilah yang sepatutnya menjadi
tugas kesedaran di kalangan rakyat seluruhnye.
Kasedaran kepada harkat diri yang sebanarnya itulah yang akan membahagiakan manusia
sesungguhnya. Trend inilah yang sepetutnya
menjadi tugas pemerintah yang rasional, bersih
dan jujur.
Man b. Latiff
Rantau Panjang
Kelantan
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through various transnational corporations
involved in both countries.
A 1985 UN Economic and Social Council
Commission on Transnational Corporations
report entitled 'Transnational Corporations in
South Africa and Namibia' identifies foreign
investors involved there.
The USA, UK and West Germany figure
prominently, and all White capitalist nations
es well es Japan and the British colony of
Hong Kong have companies with investments
in South Africa.
Shamefully, Malaysia is the only Third
World nation on the list, and Permodalan
Nasional Berhad (PNB) is the transnational
listed. It is also widely believed that a pro·
minent Malaysian·basad international mining
company has investments in South Africa.
Furthermore, there are several other companies involved in which Malaysians have
significant interests, including Dunlop Hold·
ings PLC, The Guthrie Corp. PLC and
lnchcape PLC.
"'!
It is well known, for instance, that Deputy
Prime Minster Encik Ghafar Baba used to
control very large holdings in Dumlop, while
PNB fully owns Guthrie.
Many of the other companies listed are
household names in the Malaysian foreign
investment scene.
Transnationals involved in South Africa
have come under growing international pressure
to divest. The Malaysian people and the Malay·
sian government should contribute to this
effort by:
• forcing companies involved in South Africa
to divest
• boycotting the goods and services sold by
these companies until they do so
The UNDP office in Kuala Lumpur has already
set an example by closing its account at the
Standard Chartered Bank, one of the many
listed companies involved in Malaysia.
Malaysians can show their solidarity with
the struggle of the Azanian people. Let us
begin now.
#

Lee Lam Thye: questioned the need to divide Malaysians into Bumis and non-Bumis

THE UGLY MALAYSIAN

R

ecendy in an English daily a reader took
to task former Prime Minister Tun Hussein
Onn for his call for a healthy Opposition. He
demanded what exactly Tun Hussein Onn
meant by a 'strong' Opposition. He alleged
that the present Opposition (presumably
the DAP) was racial in character.
We are not out to champion the cause
of the DAP but one look at the list of election
candidates shows that perhaps amongst the
three major parties in Peninsular Malaysia
only the DAP appears to be multi-racial.
Besides its Chinese candidates it fielded four
Indians (Ceylonese, Sikh included) and three
Malays in Penang alone though the Malay
candidates contested only in predominately
Malay areas. In Taluk lntan - a largely Chinese
area - it placed a Malay candidate Encik
Mohamed Fadllan Yahaya who failed in his
bid' for a Parliamentary seat but retained his
State seat.
Unlike previously, racial issues were not
so pronounced in the Opposition camp. In
any case they had plenty of firepower from
the many scandals (BMF, Pan·EI, UMBC,
Sabah, EPF etc.). The DAP had perhaps questioned the availability of job opportunities,
promotional prospects and entry limitations
in institutions of higher learning for non·
Bumiputras. Indeed, in one ceramah Lee Lam
Thye questioned the need for the division
of Malaysians into Bumiputras and non·
Bumiputras especially when our Prime Minister
could not have been more vociferous in his
condemnation of South Africa's apartheid
policy.
PAS committed suicide in wanting to
establish an Islamic Stata. Every segment of
society rejected them.
Racialism reared its ugly head when the
question of the appointment of the Chief
Minister of Penang arose. Aspiring candidates
in the pending UMNO Youth and General
Elections found the golden opportunity to fish
in this troubled water.
Who should be Chief Minister should bot
have occured in the first place. By convention
the Head of State will call upon the leader
of the winning party i.e. Dr. Lim Chong Eu
to form the next Government. There are capable leaders amongst the Malays, Chinese and
Indians who command the respect of all Malay·
sians. These are Malaysians of impeccable
character and unquestionable intergrity. We
shall select for high public office such man.
Did we field and vote for candidates on the
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basis of race or religion in the period of self·
Government or even in the immediate post·
Merdeka era? If politicians who are supposed
to have vision can be blinded by personal
greed or racial sentiments I dread to think of
the damage they can do to this nation of ours.
After 29 years of Merdeka the Sword of
Racialism hangs dangerously over our heads
by a thin thread. The blame for this state of
affairs rests solely on the politicians who have
sacrificed national welfare for personal gain.
MAY GOD BE WITH US MALAYSIANSto save us from these politicians.
Andy Rajah
Penang

..

Jomo
Petaling Jaya

MALAYSIAN INVESTMENTS IN
SOUTH AFRICA

A

s expected, the United States of America
and the United Kimgdom recently vetoed
a United Nations Security Council resolution
for an economic embargo against South Africa.
Together with West Germany, these two powers
account for most of South Africa's trade and
foreign investment.
The Thatcher government was also the main
stumbling block last year to a Commonwealth
economic embargo against South Africa. The
Group of Eminent Persons gave up its efforts
in exasperation to endorse a Commonwealth
embargo.
Ultimately, of course, the struggle of the
African people will decide their fate. However,
as with other liberation struggles, international
solidarity can be crucial.
An effective international economic embargo can play an important role. Such an
embargo should involve as many countries
es possible, especially those accounting for
most South African foreign trade and
investment.
Commendably. the Malaysian government,
has been quite vocal recently in supporting
calls for such an embargo. There is also little
evidence of any direct trade links between
Malaysia and South Africa.
However, there appears to be indirect
trade with South Africa via Singapore and
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LABUAN ISSUE: WHY
THE DOUBLE STANDARDS?

U

sually when the elections are over the
excitement will fizzle away. This time
it seems to be different and to our good fortune
the people are more concerned now than ever
before about the future of our country. Those
who had thought that the sentiments expresse~
before and during the elections would sink
into oblivion are definitely in for a surprise.
Never before have we had so many alalysing
the election results to interpret and understand
the verdict of the ballot box. Although the
verdict of the bellot box is well accepted the
people however can read other messages es
well from the verdict.
With the new mandate of the Barisan
Nasional it would be interesting to observe
the way in which the Labuan issue is dealt
with. A glance at the Barisan records will
convince us that the sensitivities of the people
are •condary to them. The Papan Dump
issue, the Bukit Cina issue and the Sabah ·
state elac:tion episode will bear testimony
to this fact. It is hoped that the Federal
Government will display political maturity

in dealing with the Labuan issue.
The PBS seems determined to get Labuan
back from the Federal Government while
other members of the Barisan Nasional are
opposed to this idea. USNO which was once
not in favour of the cessation of Labuan has
changed its stand. They now contend that to
demand the return of Labuan will tantamount
to insulting the Prime Minister, Datuk Seri
Dr. Mahathir as he was involved in the deal.
Further, they assert that Berjaya the legitimate
state government then had made a commit·
ment and that it should be respected by the
present state government. USNO also maintains
that all the concerned parties were consulted
and therefore there is no need for a refe;endum now. Datuk Sa my Vellu in supporting the
Federal Government stated that Labuan should
remain a part of Federal Territory to enable
it to be developed.
All arguments advanced in support of the
Federal Government give rise to very important
questions. To deal with USNO's arguments
first. If the demand for the return of Labuan
would insult the Prime Minister, did anyone
think of the insult the Federal Government
caused to our "Bapa Malaysia" when it
demanded the return of Carcosa Hill from the
British? In the present case the dealing is only
between a state government and the Fedral
Government_ On the other hand if USNO
feels that Labuan should remain a Federal
Territory because it was agreed by all parties
concerned, then there is no reason for anyone
to fear a referendum_ This is unless the people
of Sabah were not included in the category of
'parties concerned'. As regards Datuk Sa my
Vellu's argument, I wonder why it would not
be possible to develop Labuan if it were not a
Federal Territory. My next question is why
was Labuan choosen and why was it given for
free7
This problem and many issues confronting
us today could have been avoided if the Barisan
Nasional had not treated the mandate given
es a blank cheque. Like an account
holder the Barisan Nasional should realize
that cheques can bounce should any attempt
be made to overdraw_ I therefore strongly
urge the government to use the mandate given
by the electorate with care. The mandate
obtained is not a licence to do whatever it
pleases with impunity.
T. Gunaseelan
Kuala Lumpur

NO REASON TO EAT WORDS

I

refer to the letter by Nizam of Penang
' (NST 16 August 1986) which scoffed
at what he called the failure by a "pressure
group in the country" to deny the ruling party
a two-third majority at the polls. He described
the "Stop The Rot" pamphlet as having predicted doom and wondered "whether these
smart people who described themselves as
intellectuals would like to eat their words",
now that Datuk Seri Mahathir Mohamad has
proven them wrong.
It is unfortunate that Nizam has chosen to
misread the pamphlet. The appeal of the
document was for the preservation of values,
freedom and democracy which had been
eroded over the years by Barisan Nasional's
overwhelming strength in Parliament. The call
to deny the ruling party its 2/3 majority was

made in the best interest of the nation. That
the people have failed to respond to it, does
not in anyway suggest that it was wrong on the
part of the group to make the call in the
first place.
As one who had read the pamphlet, I can
say that the criticisms and arguments so
thoughtfully presented, do not become any
less valid now that the elections are over.
Nobody can deny that during the past few
years our country has gone from crisis to crisis
and from scandal to another. Even the landslide victory has not spared the country from
yet another major scandal, involving the
Deposit Taking Co-operative Movements, from
unfolding.
The call to stop the rot, if at all it is to be
faulted, must be that it wasn't done earlier.
No one should have to apologise for sounding
the warning bells against dangers facing the
nation. There is really no shame in calling for
a genuinely clean, efficient and trustworthy
government. The shame lies only with those
who do nothing when things are obviously
going wrong for the nation.

of Malaysians regardless of race, inStead of
taking the attitude that Malay poverty is of
no concern of the DAP.
So long as Malay poverty is the concern
of Malay political leaders, and non-Malay
problems remain the concern of non-Malay
political leaders, Malaysia will never be united
and racial polarisation will get worse from year
to year.
DAP MPs and Assemblymen have a special
duty to reach out to the Malays whether
in urban or rural areas, to convince them
that we must all begin to look at our problems
and challenges more and more from the
Malaysian perspective instead of from various
ethnic standpoints.
DAP MPs and Assemblymen will show that
they are genuinely concerned about the problems and aspirations of the Malay poor and
will with their confidence and support, make
the breakthrough to turn the DAP into a
truly multi-racial political movement with
support from all Malaysians, regardless of- '
race.
Lin Kit Siang
Parliamentary Opposition
Leader

Clear Thinking
IPOH

DAP- THE VOICE OF URBAN
AND RURAL MALAYSIA

I

n the 1986 General Elections, the DAP
has emerged as the sole Opposition in
seven State Assemblies, namely Penang, Perak,
Selangor, Negri Sembilan, Malacca, Pahang and
Johor. and the virtual Oppsition in Parliament,
except for the single PAS MP.
We are not only the voice of urban Malaysia.
We must provide voice for the voiceless rural
Malaysia in the seven State Assemblies, as well
as in Parliament.
For this reason, DAP's 24 MPs and 37
Assemblymen have a very heavy responsiblility
to perform in the next five years in order to
live up to what Tunku Abdul Rahman said a
few days ago of the people's expectations of
a good, effective and responsible Opposition.
DAP MPs and Assemblymen in each State
will form a special team to make regular visits
to rural areas to understand and espouse the
problems, aspirations and grievances of the
Malay poor in the rural areas. The DAP is a
party for all Malaysians and champions the
cause of the poor, the dispossessed and the
deprived of all citizens regardless of race.
Lately, I led a group of Penang DAP MPs
and Assemblymen to Anak Bukit, five miles
north of AI or Setar, to understand at first
hand the complaints and grievances of padi
farmers in Kedah and Perlis, who may lose
$25 million because of the incompetence of
the . LPN complexes in purchasing the harvested
padi. lorries had to queue at the complexes
for three days and two nights to sell their padi
to LPN, by • which time, especially with the
rain, padi had started to rot.
The Kedah Mentri Besar, Datuk Seri Paduka
Osman Aroff. was so shocked that I and other
DAP MPs and Assemblymen should be visiting
Anak Bukit to meet with padi farmers that he
publicly attacked me and questioned the
motives of my Kedah trip.
This is most surprising, for the Kedah
Mentri Besar should realise that we must learn
to cross ethnic barriers to concern ourselves
with the grievances, complaints, hardships
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PROTECTION FROM THE
PROTECTOR!

W

e the democratic, law and Grder loving
Malaysians read with much sorrow and
shock about the death of Elmi Tahir, a student
shot by irresponsible cops. Elmi was with his
girlfriend in a secluded spot in Kuala Lumpur
on 23/8/86. We deplore and condemn such an
act of shooting an innocent student without
cause. Do you simply shoot and kill suspects?
We are not living in cowboyland where bullets
speak louder than reason. Are our cops licensed
to kill? They are provided arms to protect
themselves. Elmi was not caught in the act
of committing any crime. Neither did he
threaten the police nor was he violent. He
was a student who was going home after a
disco party. Can the police justify killing Elmi
who did no wrong?
It is time for us to discipline our cops
lest they take the law into their own hands.
Probably Elmi did not have a driving license or
he might ba driving a car without a road tax.
He was frightened by cops and being nervous
tried to escape trouble. There is no excuse
for taking human life for nothing_ The police
committed premeditated murder when, they
shot him. Instead of blasting the tyres of his
car they blasted him in the head.
How can the police become murderers?
The Home Affairs Ministry must take
immediate action in this case. Our judiciary
must impose a severe sentence on the culprit.
The police must be made to understand that
efficiency in their investigation should be
their responsibility. No slipshod investigation
should be tolerated.
What has happened to the slogan 'Bersih,
Cekap, Amanah'7 The police of yesteryears
were thorough and highly commendable in
their work. Can we trust our children in the
street with this kind of trigger·happy police?
We cry for justice! There is no justification for
such brutal mwder of an innocent student!!
Sheikh Ibn Arabi
Kuala Lumpur

Aliran Monthly October/November 1986

DEVELOPMENT

New Fisheries
Programme
Fisheries Act (1985) created conflict
he Fisheries Act of 1985 has
created conflict among fishermen in Malaysia. The divisions
run deeper than the traditional small fisherman-trawler fisherman conflict. It has also pitted
middle class fishermen against wageearners in the trawler fishing industry.
The new Act which replaced the 1963
Fisheries Act bans trawler fishing Within
eight kilometres from the shore. It was
welcomed by small inshore-fishermen
as a positive piece of legislation that
protects them frcm both local and
foreign trawlers. For the past few years,
small coastal fishermen have been calling
for the banning of trawler fishing.
Last March, more than 10,000 fishermen coming mostly from the villages
along the Western Coast of Perak and
selangor refused to go out to sea in
protest against the Act. They called
for its suspension. They were mostly
trawler fishermen. Around 800 vessels
in Pulau Ketam and another 1,000
fishing boats from Bagan Datoh and
Sungai Hutan Melintang grounded their
boats in support of the protest. The
boats were decl<:ed with posters and
banners. The trawler fishermen opposed
the severe fines of $50,000 and the jail
sentence to be imposed under the Act
on future violators. They also COinplained that the Act gave too much power
to the officers of the Fisheries Department. They argued that it .s too dangerous for them to f1sh outside the 8 kilometre range stipulated in the Act by
citing the recent killing of fisherman
Tan Ben Chuan and the detention of
three others by Indonesian authorities
recently.

T

tory measures similar to those taken by
the trawlers - that ot refusing to go out
to sea. The conflict has put the government in a dilemma. If it suspends the
Act and accedes to the demands of the
trawlers, it would be seen by the coastal
fishermen as favouring the "bigger
fishermen". On the other hand, ignoring

ing the trawlers to fish within the 8 k.jlometre limit would continuously endanger
the livelihood of coastal fishermen
whose vessels and equipments cannot
compete with trawlers. Trawlers often
destroy the fish traps of coastal fishermen, not to mention the negative effect
of its method on coastal seabeds. Traw-

Hundreds of wage-earners working In trawlers
who comprise the poorest sector of the fishing
Industry will be negatively affected by the Act.
the trawlers' demands would also mean
the death knell of many wage-earners
working in mini-trawlers (those less
than 40 tonnes) who are afraid to venture too far out to sea. Hundreds of
wage-earners working in trawlers who
comprise the poorest sector of the
fishing industry wi II be negatively affected by the Act. On the other hand, allow-

lers, on the other hand, complain that
they cannot compete with big trawlers
owned by local and foreign fishermen
in the open sea beyond the inshore limit.

Gainers
men

will

be Capitalist-fisher-

On the surface, it would seem that it
is basically a conflict between mini-traw-

Government in a Dilemma
Representatives of the National Fishermen's Association, however, warned the
Ministry of Agricuture against acceding
to the demands of trawler fishermen.
They said that they would take retalia-
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Protesting 8gllinst the Fisheries Act of 1985: too much p o - tD officers of the Fisheries
Department.
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lers and coastal fishermen on the issue
of a reasonable in-shore boundary. Taken
in the overall context and upon examination of the National Agricultural Policy
together with the Fisheries Act, the
matter is actually more serious. If fully
implemented, the poor fishermen those who do not own vessels and fishing
gears and who are mostly ordinary
worker-fishermen employed by capitalist
fishermen - and traditional fishermen
who do not own adequate equipment
will be the losers. The gainers will be
the middle-fishermen who own their
vessels and fishing equipment and
the rich capitalist fishermen - owners
of skippers and trawler vessels.
The thrust of the government under
the National Agricultural Policy is deepsea commercial fishing through largescale joint ventures with foreign partners. Undercapitalised traditional fishing
will be discouraged. The programme
plans to reduce the number of fishermen
by resettling around 50,000 out of more
than 100,000 fishermen in Malaysia,
in land development schemes like FELDA.
This two-pronged policy of deep-sea
commercial fishing and resettlement of
small fishermen would actually affect
both the coastal and the small trawler
fishing sectors. While poor coastal fishermen will be resettled in land schemes
leaving behind the rich coastal fisher-

men in the in-shore fishing areas, small
mini-trawlers will be forced to sell out to
big capitalist entrepreneurs in the fishing
industry if they fail to purchase bigger
vessels able to compete in the so-called
Exclusive Economic Zones. It is doubt·
ful if the hundreds of wage-earners in
the mini-trawlers could be totally absorb·

Poor
Fishermen Will
Become
Workers and Hesitant Farmers
The maJority of Malaysian fishermen
do not own vessels and fishing gear and
nearly 50% of fishing households are
still below the poverty line as of 1983.
In 1980, 85% of the total inboard power
vessels in Peninsular Malaysia was equipp-

Most fishermen will either end up as fishing
crews In large-scale deep-sea commercial
enterprises or become hesitant farmers
In land development schemes.
ed into modern fishing fleets which
need less manpower. In fact. the fisherman-vessel ratio both in the East and
West Coast have already decreased from
5 to 2 in the last ten years due to technological innovations.
The government justifies the twopronged policy by pointing out the need
to eliminate the country's dependency
on fish imports amounting to $260
million per year coming mainly from
Indonesia and Thailand. The proposed
deep-sea fishing joint venture with
Thailand which was opposed by East
Coast fishermen is an example of th is
determination on the part of the government to support big-time fishing.

ed with engine constituting only 13%'
of the cumulative total horsepower
which means that 87% of the total
horsepower was owned by the few
capitalist fishermen. This big imbalance
in ownership in the fishing industry
will be further aggravated by the new
thrust of big-time fish ng. While a few
fishing towl<ays will be lording it over
the industry, more and more fishermen
from the lower sectors are excluded,
finally ending up as mere wage-earners
in the big trawlers like workers in a
factory but without the basic security
of a fixed wage. These wage-earners
do not receive a significant share from
the so-called modernization process in
the fishing industry.
In the final analysis, therefore, most
fishermen will either end up as fishing
crews in large-scale deep-Sea commercial enterprises or become hesitant far·
mers in land development schemes.
Those who will finally be resettled in
land schemes will have tremendous
problems adjusting to the new environment anq their poverty remains in view
of the fact that the farming sector consti·
tutes the poorest class in the country.
Instead of spending huge resources
on deep.sea commercial fishing operated
by a few rich fishermen, the government
could do well by channelling these funds
for the improvement of middle range
fishing technology and the provision
of easy-term loans and technical assistance within reach of small fishermen.
Fishermen's cooperatives could also be
established to democratise control and
participation in the industry and ensure
a wider spread of its benefits. The government could also look into the possibility
of supporting small trawler owners and
wage-earners in the trawler fishing industry to form cooperatives to run trawler
fishing outside the inshore limit. In this
way, the government will not only be
helping mini-trawlers modernise their
equipment but will also be helping the
wage-earners by increasing their share
in the benefits of the modernization
process •
The Editorial Boerd
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OVERSEAS EDUCATION

Malaysian Students
Down and Out
Down Under!
S.K. TENG
for NEW SOUTH WALES OVERSEAS
STUDENTS COLLECTIVE

Students
Studying 1n

Un1vers1t1es •nd CAE's
High Cost Courses
Lowr Cost Courses
TAFE Colleges
Secondary Schools

A

Existing
Students

3565

2875

s you may know by now,
the fourth Labor Government's budget was delivered on 19th, August. Again,
there is a severe cut in
total education fund and as a consequence,
tertiary institutions would be seriously
affected. With shortage of fund, tertiary
institutions are being encouraged to sell
courses to Third World students solely
for profit, and as such, the quality of
education provided is poor and outrageous, just like those provided in England, Canada and U.S.A.
Again, the most hard-hit group in the
budget's education sector are the overseas students, in particular the new students. The horror for overseas students
is the increase of up to $1200 in next
year's visa charges. I enclose the various
fees applying to various categories of
overseas students studying in this socalled friendly country. Also fees ranging from $300-$750 a year will apply to
secondary and certificate students for
the first time next year.

4340
3500

• Existing students does not
students who enrpfled for '
19
Or

e

i

oveneas .....

R87S.

lalned to the DcpattlramlcnUoa his tamsent a bank draft for
tstan~ln,t fees. bu~ the
tmcnt • decided 14 co
d wiU. dcport&Uon proec·~•·
iter
a co..rt hearlR,{ an
teeroent was rcaehed that
•c dcpartrocnt wo..Jd revoke
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ERRASAYS.

Without doubt, this would have a
devastating effect on overseas students
currently here, prospective students and
their fami lies. Students here would have
to spend more time working to earn
enough money for living expenses and
consequently, more and more students
will find it hard to cope with their
studies. Many will be forced to return
home without completing their studies.
Currently there are already overseas
students, particularly Malaysians. who
have been forced to leave Australia
because of financial difficulties. Families
back home would face even greater
difficulties in raising that much money
for their children's educatiOn overseas
and this would inevitably result in students being recalled home before completing their studies.
Currently. the Austral ian Government
is carrying out outrageous deporttion of
overseas students. So far all the known
cases of deportations involve Malaysian
students and all of them were detained
in detention centres before being deported and such deportations were
always carried out in secrecy. However,
we have discovered thre(! cases of deportations so far and further examination
and investigations have led us to believe
that this type of cruel act against overseas
students had occurred in the past. Just
about two weeks ago. a Malaysian student
from Kuala Lumpur with a surname of
Tan was deported from Australia after
being detained. A student from La
Trobe · university in Melbourne has
been one of the many victims of an
unfriendly and cruel act of a friendly
country.
Currently, there is another Malaysian
student who will be deported on the 7th.
September. His only crime is that he
paid his visa fees late. A 2nd-year economic student with the Australian National
University in Canberra was arrested
on the 18th August and subsequently
was kept in a detention centre in Melbourne for a week. after a court injunction was taken by the student's solicitor.
The outrageous incident occurred
when the student was experiencing financial difficulties and couldn't come up
with the full amount for his visa fees
earlier in the year. But he was prepared
to pay $2000 of the $2875 full fees and
this was rejected by the education department in Canberra. They gave him until
18th August to pay up the full amount.
The money arrived from home on the
20th August by mail. but he had already
been arrested by immigration officers
by then. While in the detention centre,
he offered to pay the fees and explained
to officers his predicament, but all
reason s were bluntly rejected. Even now,
the education department still insists
that he pays up his full fees. even though

M137/86

ATTACHMENT 1

OVERSEAS STUDENTS CHARGE 1987 LEVELS OF CHARGE
Higher EduCtltion (university and advanced education courses I
o Overseas students who commenced their courses prior to 1 January 1986
*$3850 for students in medicine. dent1stry and veterinary tcience
*$3056 for students in other courses
o

Overseas students who commenced their courses after 1 January 1986:
*$5506 for students in medicine, dentistry and veterinary science
*$4666 for students In other courses

*Note: Overseas students in higher education Will, lik.e all other students, also become liable
for an administration charge of $250 to be collected by institutions end the charge
for these students has accordingly been set at $250 less than would otherwise have
been the case. (If the administration charge had not been introduced, the Overseas
Students Charge. for students commencing courses before 1 January 1986 would have
been $4100 or $3:J)6 (32 per cent of full average coS11 and $5756 or $4916 (45
per cent of full average cost) for students commencing after 1 January 1986.

Technicm and Further EdUCiltion
o

Overseas students who commenced their courses prior to 1 January 1987: $530

o

Overseas students whQ commence their courses after 1 January 1987: $740

Secondary School EdUCiltion
o

All ovenees students: $300

M1l7/85

ATTACHMENT 2

OVERSEAS STUDENTS CHARGE 1987 PREVIOUSLY
EXEMPT STUDENTS WHO ARE NOW LIABLE

Cal Holden of postgraduate scholarships awarded by Australian institutions
o
Note:
(b)

Studen1S who commenced prior to 1 Janllltry 1987 continue to be exempt.

Holden of postgraduate scholarships awarded by Aumallan-Arilerican Educational
Foundation
0 who received their awards and commenced study prior to 1 January 1987: liable at
the 32 per cent rate C$3860 or $3066, depending on course of study)
0

(c)

who receive their award end/or commence study after 1 January 1987: liable et the 45
per cent rate f$6606 or $4666 depending on course of study )

who• receive their awards and/or commence study after 1 January 1987: liable at the
45 per cent rate ($6506 or $4666 depending on course of study)

Holden of scholarships or like awards offered by Commonwaelth departments or agencies
(who previously hed their liability discharged by the Commonwealth department or
agency)
0

who rac:eiVIId their awards fOf' undergraduate studies and commenced study prior to

Note:

post11fllduate students In this categOry who commenced study prior to 1 January
1987 will continue to 1\.w tt.ir liability discharged by the Commonwealth department

1 January 1987: liable at the 32 per cent rete ($3850 or $3056, depending on course
of ttudyl
o who receive their awards and/or commence study after 1 Jenuary 1987: liable at the
46 par cent rate ($6608 or $4666 depending on COUJse of study l

or agency.
(d)(i) Aepr-.ntatlws of other countries, their dependants and staff in higher education

o who receiwd theit award end commenced atudv priOf' to 1 January 1988 will be liable
atthe32%rete

o who ,...,. their .-rda end/or commence study after 1 .lllnuary 1988 will be liable
at the 46% rata

he connot finish his second session
studies. This is despite one of the millions
of rules stating that if a student does
half load of a full academic year. the
student is only required to pay half
the amount. Also. the government is
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charging him $38 a day for his time in
the detention centre, as well as the cost
of flying him down to Melbourne. This
kind of attitude just shows how the
Australian government is treating Malaysian students here. Over 300 overseas
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ATTACHMENT 3

PRIVATE OVERSEAS STUDENT PROGRAM 1987 QUOTAS FOR SUBSIDISED
STUDENTS
o

For entry at secondary level

2000

o

For entry at tertiary level

1500

Note:

(ii)

Postgraduate r~rch studentS, holders of postgraduate scholarships awarded by
Australian institutions. and students on recognised exchange programs are excluded
from these quotas. Fully sponsored students under Australia's official aid program
administered by the Australian Development Assistance Bureau are also excluded.

Representatives of other countries, their dependents and staff in technical and further
education
o who commenced their courses prior to 1 January 1987 will be liable at the 32% rate
($530)

o

who commence their courses on or after 1 January 1987 will be liable at the 45% rate
($740~

(iii} Representatives of other countnes, their dependants and staff in secondary school educa-

tion will not be liable to a charge.
(e)

All other categories of student currently exempt from the charge will continue to be
free of liability for the charge.

(f)

Students in declared cou~s &$ identified in the Regulations to the Overseas Students
Cherge Act 1979 (i.e. advanced level courses in the TAFE system) w1ll continue to be
liable to the Overseas Student Charge at the rates applicable to students in higher
education.

In the name
of education ...
At school children are "schooled" to confuse
teaching with learning
grade advancement with education
a diploma with competence
fluency with the ability to say something new.

At school children's imagination is "schooled" to
accept service in place of value
mistake medical treatment for health care
mistake social work for the improvement of community life
mistake police protection for safety
mistake military poise for national security
mistake the rat race for productive work.
Health, learning, dignity, independence and creative endeavour are defined
as little more than the performance of the institutions which claim to serve these
ends, and their improvement is made to depend on allocating more resources to
the management of hospitals, schools and other agencies in question.
Most learning requires no teaching. If learning requires no "teaching, if learning
is conceived this way, the scope for manipulation by curriculum or teacher or
school is reduced considerably.
Ideas from *Deschooling Society* by Ivan lllich
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students (mainly Malaysians) who have
not paid their 1985/86 fees in N.S.W.
alone face deportation. This is enough
proof that there are students who
just can't afford to come up with
such a large sum of money for an education. The Hawke Labor government
is refusing to acknowledge the financial
difficulties facing overseas students and
instead, it adopts the hardline attitude
of deporting students. This hardly reflects the attitude of a friendly country.
After all, Australia is already enjoying
a huge trade imbalance with Malaysia.
We are extremely dissatisfied with Australian government's attitude towards
overseas students.
Recently, the government increased
the fees for overseas students because- •
of Australia's supposedly "bad" economic situation. NSWOSC strongly reject
this sort of ridiculous claim and believe
that overseas students are being made
scapegoats again for something that they
have no control over. After all, when
Australia's econor'1y WqS booming, there
was no suggestion that visa fees should
be lowered or scraped. Also, Australia
is not the only country that is having
economic difficulties. In fact, we all
know that Malaysia, is facing even greater
economic difficulties. The treasurer here
has always commented that Australia's
economic position is affected by international trade market and again, it has
got nothing to do with overseas students.
If anything, overseas students are contributing to economic growth in Australia by creating a greater demand in
the domestic markets for its products.
So, the claim of troublesome economic
situation is unjust and unfounded.
We believe that Australia has a responsibility to prov1de a free education for
the people of Third World countries.
After all, Australia is enjoying favourable
trade with Third World countries, due
to her restrictive and unfair trade policies. Also, Australia enJOYS many quantifiable and unquant1fiable benefits
through her overseas students program,
like the money brought into the country
by overseas students, the contribution
to the economy, cultural awareness
through contacts with Australians, post
graduate research done by overseas
students, etc. We also believe that discriminatory practices like imposing fees
on overseas students would inevitably
harm Australia's relations with her
neighbours.
It is time to act on such a serious
matter before things become worse.
We are calling for your support in publicly call ing for a "Buy Austral ia Last"
campaign or a "Boycott" campaign. We
sincerely hope that you will give this
matter serious and careful thought
and give us your support •

BURUH

PIA GAM
PEKERJA
Kongres Kesatuan Seker)a Malaysia
Walaupun Piagam Pekerja ini diisytihar·
kan oleh MTUC bersempena dengan pilihan·
raya yang te/ah kllu, kesesuaiannya kepada
masyarakat semasa masih tidak berubah.
Itulah sebabnya kita mengambil keputusan
menyiarkannya.

•

Mempertahankan pnns1p-pnns1p asas
demokrasi iaitu kebebasan, persamaan
dan persaudaraan. Di negara ini
tiada sesiapa pun akan dinafikan
kebebasan bersuara dan melahirkan
perasaan.

•

Mempertahankan kebebasan Berper·
satuan dan Hak Berorganisasi seperti
yang diiktiraf dalam Konvensi ILO
sebagai unsur-unsur yang sebati dengan
pembangunan buruh.

•

Undang-undang yang tidak adil, yang
mengongkong buruh, telah melumpuhkan kemajuan para pekerja sebagai
warganegara yang bertanggungjawab.
Akta Kesatuan Sekerja, Akta Pe·
kerjaan, Akta Perhubungan Perusahaan,
Akta Keselamatan Dalam Negeri, Akta
Mesin Cetak dan Penerbitan, Akta
Hasutan, Akta Rahsia Rasmi dan
Peraturan Darurat telah menyekat,
mengawal dan mencekik pergerakan
buruh di Malaysia. Kesemua undang·
undang ini yang bertental')gan dengan
keadilan mesti dimansuhkan.

•

Para pekerja mengecam segala jenis
tindakan yang menafikan hak-hak
pekerja
dalam masyarakat, iaitu
tindakan yang berdasarkan prasangka
bangsa, agama dan jantina. Pekerja
merupakan pengawas-kesamaaan, ke·
susilaan politik dan pertanggung·
jawapan awam.

•

Dalam menjalankan tugas dan tanggungjawab mereka kepada negara
kaum pekerja menentang segala ketidaksamaan dan prasangka kaum,
agama, politik dan jantina.

•

Peluang-peluang
pelajaran
tinggi,
latihan dan pekerjaan mesti dibahagikan secara saksama bagi semua golongan masyarakat. Rasuah, amalan me·
mentingkan sanak-saudara dan pilih
kasih dalam apa bentuk sekalipun
perlu dihapuskan.

Ada yang diberhentikan, dipecat dan tidak diberi gaji yang berpatutan oleh pihak majikan yang
tidak berperikemanusiaan serta tidak bertimbang rasa

•

Bilangan pekerja te!ah dikurangkan.
Ada yang diberhentikan, dipecat dan
tidak diberi gaji yang berpatutan
oleh pihak majikan yang tidak ber·
perikemanusiaan serta tidak ber·
timbang rasa. Keadilan sosial, keselamatan pekerja dan gaji minima
yang berpatutan mesti dijamin.

•

Kesatuan-kesatuan
Sekerja
dalam
sektor awam telah tidak diberi peluang
untuk beru-nding dengan kerajaan
mengenai gaji dan syarat-syarat per·
khk!matan. Tidak dapat dinafikan
lagi bahawa kerajaan membuat keputusan dalam sesuatu perkara dengan
sewenang-wenangnya, keputusannya
sering bt;lrpihak dan tidak ad il. Hak
untuk tawar-menawar secara kolektif dan hak memohan bantuan ke
Mahkamah Perusahaan perlu diberikan.

•

Air paip yang sihat untuk diminum,
bekalan elektrik, pengangkutan awam,
perumahan, kemudahan perubatan,
pelajaran, hiburan serta kemudahan·
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kemudahan yang lainnya perlu disediakan kepada segenap lapisan
masyarakat.
Kongress Kesatuan Sekerja Malaysia,
bagi pihak semua pekerja, berusaha
mendapatkan pelaksanaan Piagam Pekerja
101
melalui bakal Ahli-ahli Parlimen.
KKSM menyokong calon-t:Oiun Pilihanraya 1986 yang menerima Piagam
Pekerja ini.
Kaum pekerja, yang telah secara
berterusan kehilangan hak mereka sebagai
pekerja dan warganegara serta mengalami
kekecewaan dan kehampaan hendak lah
menggunakan hak politik mereka dengan
membuang undi mereka dalam perjuang·
an untuk melaksanakan tuntutan-tuntutan
yang terkandung dalam Piagam Pekerj~
ini. Dengan pelaksanaan ini, maka masa·
nya sudah sampai bagi semua pekerja
untuk bersatu memilih Parlimen yang
ikhlas terhadap tujuan keadilan sosial
dan semangat demokrasi bagi faedah
semua rakyat tanpa mengira bangsa,
agama, jant ina dan fahaman politike
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HUMAN FILE

The Shoeshine
Boys
' .•.. b ut they must understand that we have to eat sometimes'
Extracted f rom:

The Borneo Bulletin
May 17,1986

EVEN-year-old
Umbung Josep
boldly approaches a customer
at a coffee shop and asks: "Shoeshine, sir?" in Malay.
If he is lucky, he gets the nod or else
he is simply ignored and passes on unperturbed to repeat the question to the
next customer.
Sometimes desperation spurs him to
plead for work or for a small "donation"
of 10 cents.
He then goes to the next coffee
shop to fall into the same routine.
Little Umbung goes barefoot and
his clothes do not seem to have been
washed for days.
With his friend, Hassan Jina, eight,
·he walks nearly three kilometres a day
barefoot scouring coffee shops in the
town centre for customers.
They are among the scores of boys
with ages ranging from seven to 10
armed with little shoeshine boxes wandering around town from early morning
to late evening to supplement their
family income.
They charge just 50 cents a shine,
but some customers give them more.
On an average day they earn $8 but
it does not come without hard work,
perserverance and determination - and
a thick skin.
They have no choice, or they would
be told off by their parents for being
lazy. they say.
Most are the children of the Filipino
refugees living on Gaya Island or at the
Government Kinarut refugee settlement
scheme.
Some are following in their fathers'
footsteps and at least half do not go to
school because they cannot be accepted
without valid documents. such as a
bir th certificate.
"It is not easy being a shoeshine boy.

S
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Barefoot Entrepreneurs Umbung, 7, (left) with his partner and friend Hassan

Occasionally, we are scolded by customers or coffee shop proprietors for
being a nuisance, but they must understand that we have to eat sometimes,"
said Hassan, who comes from a large
family with three brothers and four
sisters aged between six months and 14
years.
Most of the customers were kind and
sympat hetic, he added.
His parents come to town from the
island every evening to collect the money
from them for food.
They came to Sabah from the
southern Philippines eight years ago
when figh ting intensified between Fi li-
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pino rebels and Government soldiers.
"Some of the customers apparently
do not understand our plight," said
Umbung.
He had been ofkied orinks but he
refused and, when he asked for some
money. they immediately chased him
away and called him "a dirty beggar."
Hassan said: "The money is not for
myself but for my brothers and sisters
who are still small."
Both Hassan and Umbung said they
do not understand why some people
spend a lot of money on horse racing bu.t
stubborn ly refuse to part with at least
20 cents for a shoe shine e

CURRENT COMMENT
A record of Aliran's complete press statements
made in the preceding months

Action Against Cooperatives

A

liran congratulates
Bank Negara and the Finance Minister
for having taken firm action against 23
deposit-taking co-operatives pending investigations into their activities.
The freeze in the assets of the cooperatives, their directors and officebearers will prevent these assets from
being dissipated while investigations into
possible improprieties are in progress. In
this way it is hoped that there will be
sufficient funds to meet withdrawals
by the large number of depositors after
the investigations are completed.
Similarly the impounding of the passports of various Directors and officebearers, notwithstanding their social
status and influence, will ensure that
they do not evade their ultimate financial
responsibility to the depositors.
Gan Telk Chee
Hon. Secretary

9 August 1986

Foreign Investments

It

is not because of
critiCisms of the New Economic Policy
(NEP) that foreign investments are slow
in coming to the courtry.
To start with, economic recession in
many of the industrialized countries and
greater competition among Third World
countries for foreign investments, have
been partly responsible for the decline
in foreign investments.
Our own economic situation is also
a very important factor. The uncertainty
about the value of the Malaysian ringgit
is one of the reasons why foreigners are
reluctant to invest. The Malaysian ringgit
should be allowed to depreciate in a
gradual manner. If the riggit is allowed
to find its own level, foreign investors
attracted by our cheaper currency may be
prepared to initiate new projects or buy
shares in the local stock market. The high
interest rates are also a disincentive for
investments, both foreign and local.

However, a far more significant cause
for the lack of foreign investments is
the way in which the economy and the
country is managed. The financial scandals of the last 3 years or so, from BMF
and UMBC to EPF and Pan-El, have
shaken the confidence of both foreign
and local investors in the integrity of
those who manage the system. There is
a feel ing within business circles that
corporate corruption is on the rise. This
feeling is linked to allegations of active
political manipulation of purely business
activities. There is, it appears, obvious
conflict of interest between the private
business affairs of certain individuals and
their public roles. It is alleged that this
has been fostered by a powerful clique
that dominates business and industry
through cronies.
This is why Aliran feels that the real
solution to the question of attracting
foreign investments lies in re-establishing
the integrity and honesty of all those
responsible for managing our economic
and financial system.
Having said that, policy-makers and
politicians should also realize that Malaysia should not depend too much on foreign investments to help in the economic
recovery of the country. In the end, it is
how we mobilize and organize our own
resources which will determine our
economic well-being.
Executive Committee

3 September 1986

The NEP

I

t is a pity that
there are groups and individuals in the
country INho treat the New Economic
Policy (NEP) as if it is some sacred
scripture or some God-sent revelation.
Like any other public policy, the NEP
should be subjected to analysis and
evaluation, debate and discussion. It
should be reviewed from time to time
and criticisms of it should be incorporated
into any future changes to the policy
which may be necessary. This is especially
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important as we approach 1990 when
the NEP comes to an end.
After 15 years ot NcP, 1t IS obv1ous
that it has generated oertain positive and
negative consequences for Malaysian
society as a who e. Unfortunately, the
negative consequences of the NEP outweigh its positive effects. This is why
the NEP has failed to achieve its overall
objective of uniting the different communities.
On the positive side, the NEP has
1) helped to bring about a more multiethnic work-foroe in oertain areas of the
private sector which were hitherto dominated by one community. A most obvious
example that comes to mind is the hotel
industry. 2) improved social mobility
for groups within the Bumiputra coiflmun ity, after decades of colonial neglect.
3) expanded the range of economic skills
and expertise within the Bumiputra
community especially in the professional,
commercial and industrial spheres. Before
the NEP, colonial education had limited
Bumiputras to clerical and administrative
jobs.
On the negative side, the NEP 1) has
failed to give sufficient emphasis to its
first prong, namely, the eradication of
poverty irrespective of ethnicitv. This
is why, in spite of the nation's immense
wealth, poverty remains a serious problem among in-shore fishermen, smallholders, new villagers and most of all,
estate workers. 2) has resulted in everwidening disparities between the haves
and have-nots in all commumtfes.
especially among Bumiputras. The NEP
has created a class of affluent Bumiputras, when it should have first sought
to achieve a transformation of the rural
economy. 3) has deprived a large number of qualified non-Bumiputras of
opportunities for higher education and
has denied them their legitimate right
to jobs and promotions in the public
and private sectors. At the same time,
a lot of non-Bumiputras are now faced
with various obstacles in business and
industry. 4) has led to the decline of
values such as excellence, ability and
professionalism especially · in the public
sector. The NEP has sought to promote
the interests of a small group of Bumiputras in the public sector at the expense
of these values. 5) has resulted in the
decline of integrity and up-rightness
as corporate corruption and institutionalized greed amon.g both Bumiputras
and non·Bumiputras at the upper levels
of society are accepted and legitimized.
These adverse consequences of the
NEP should be overcome in the interest
of Bumiputras and non-Bumiputras. It
can only be done through a new concept
of, and approach to, economic development and national unity which is free
of any ethnic or class bias. Justice and
fairness to all tne communities, and
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especially the poor and powerless, should
be the guid ing principles of any new
economic policy.
Mohamed Kadir
Exco-Member

4 September 1986

The South Commission

A

I iran congratulates
Prime Minister Oatuk Seri Or. Mahathir
Mohamad for his initiative in the establishment of an independent Commission of
the South on Development Issues. It is an
idea with tremendous promise, provided
the governments of the South are prepared
to work closely with the Commission
in t ranslating its proposals into policies
and programmes.
In carrying out its activities, Aliran
hopes that the Commission will not
duplicate the work of the United Nations'
Group of 77. Nor should it duplicate
the work of regional economic groupings
or of international agencies involved in
Third World development. It is important
to keep th is in mind since there is already
quite a bit of duplication in the various
endeavours to find solutions to the economic challenges facing the South.
If the Commission of the South on
Oe.velopment Issues is to make a distinctive contribution to the well-being
of the millions of suffering men and
women and children who constitute the
South, then it should produce concrete
ideas on how the people of the South
can free themselves from the dominance
and control of the North. A crucial
pre-condition for t he emancipation of t he
South would be the strengthening of its
scientific base. For unless the South
exercises mastery over fundamental
sciences it will rema in subjugated to the
North. This is why Aliran hopes that
the Commission of the South will try to
oersuade governments of the South to
invest in institutes doing research into
the fundamental sciences. In some
instances some of these scientific institutes will have to be established on a
collective basis, with two or more governments pooling resources.
Once countries in the South acquire
a strong scientif ic foundation, it will
be easier for them to evolve technologies
which are more suitable for their own
development needs. Appropriate technologies are vital if we want to reduce our
dependence on the North.
It is only if we reduce our dependence
upon the North in science and technology,

Alir8fl Monthly October/Noftlftber 1986

that we will become more self-reliant in
other spheres, notably the economy.
Economic self-reliance should be part
of an alternative concept of development.
How the South can put into practice an
alternative concept of development is a
question that should engage the energies
of the Commission.
To grapple with this and other challenges, Dr. Mahathir Mohamad could not
have nominated a better person than
Jul ius Nyerere as the Chairman of the
proposed Commission. Mr. Nyerere, as
President of Tanzania for more than two
decades, had to confront many of the
problems which face the majority of
nat ions in the South. He not only formulated policies and implemented programmes to overcome these problems
but also devoted a lot of t1me to thinking
and analysing them. Ju lius Nyerere, in
that sense, is both a thinker and a political actor. It is this unique combination
of two diverse roles which makes him
a most suitable choice for t he position
of Chairman of the Commission of
the South.
While we commend Or. Mahathir on
the choice of Julius Nyerere, we also
endorse wholeheartedly his principled
stand on South Africa and apartheid,
the Palestinian struggle, Kampuchea,
Antartica and other international issues.
Under Or. Mahathir's leadersh ip
Malaysia has become more closely identified with the struggles and suffenngs
of the South, the trials and tribulations
of the Third World. This is a trend which
is in harmony with Aliran's philosophy.
It is a significant shift in our international
role which the Malaysian public should
support without reservations. For our
dignity as a people will be determined
to an extent by the heroic struggles of
the oppressed in South Africa, West Asia
and elsewhere to assert their humanity
in an unjust world.
Chandra Muzaffar
President

4 September 1986

Fatal Shooting

A

I iran is gravely disturbed at the two recent cases of fatal
shooting of unarmed teenagers by police
constables. We are confident that the
Police will carry out impartial investigations, for purposes of possible prosecution, in the best tradit ions of the
Police Force.
However, the public has a right to
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know whether the shootings resulted
from inadequate vetting of police re·
cruits or f rom unsatisfactory t raining
in the use of firearms.
Since Merdeka, we Malaysians have
prided ourselves on the scrupulous
enforcement of law and order unli ke
the arbitrary cowboy policing of some
neighbouring countries. We sincerely
hope that the two recent shootings de
not portend a rising arbitrariness in law
enforcement in common with the decay
of many other public institutions.
Ga n Teik Chee
Hon. Secretary

7 September 1986
( Tho above state ment did no t appear in any ~
newspaper - Editor)

Datuk Abdullah Ahmad's Speech
W
hile it is true that
Oatuk Abdullah Ahmad is entitled to
his own opinion, Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir
Mohamad, Anwar Ibrahim and other
Government leaders should not be surprised at the adverse reaction to Oatuk
Abdullah's speech among a number of
thinking Malaysrans who are concerned
about the well-being of our nation.
Oatuk Abdullah's argument that Malay
political domrnance should be preserved
and perpetuated in order to ensure
stability and harmony defies logic and
denies justice. No sane, rational person
will accept a political system which legitimizes the perpetual dominance of one
communit y and compels the other
communit ies to acquiesce with their
subordinate roles. Such a system would
be a betrayal of the right of every human
being to political equality, as enshrined
in any modern constitution. More than
that. it is demeaning to human dignity
to preserve and perpetuate a system
which dichotomizes power on the
basis of dominant and subordinate
communities.
Contrary to what Oatuk A bdullah
believes, a political system premised
upon the dominance of one commun ity
must lead inevitably to ethnic instability
and communal chaos. This is why all
thinking Malays and non-Malays are
incensed by Oatuk Abdullah's attempt
t o project Malay political dominance
as a sacred, immutable principle of
Malaysian politics.
Just as thinking Malaysians know
that political dominance by any one
community should never be made into

a sacred principle, so do they realize
that the nucleus of national political
leadership will continue to be Malay
for many years to come. This is only
logical considering the political and
historical background of the country.
The present Malaysian state evolved from
a Malay polity. The position of Malay
as the national and official language of
the country, the position of Islam as
the official religion, and the status of
the Sultans as the heads of their respective states, all testify to the significance of that past. The past has
influenced the present just as the present multi-ethnic character of Malaysian
society must set the pattern for the
future. Demographic structure, electoral
realities and various constitutional
arrangements have helped to maintain
a Malay nucleus within the national
leadership.
Such a nucleus as a reflection of
inter-ethnic ties at this stage of our political development is generally acceptable
to the vast majority of Malaysians. For
they realize that the evolution towards
a genuinely multi-ethnic society where
ethnicity is totally irrelevant in public
life must take time. As the late Tun
Dr. Ismail put it in 1972, "Malays should
not have any anxiety over the leadership
or fear that leadership will be taken
over by non-Malays. At present and for
many years to come I am confident
that all the races will accept Malays as
the nucleus of their leadership as long as
this leadership is able to provide for
the welfare of all the people ..... "
It is oerhaps because this ability 'to
provide for the welfare of all' is in serious
doubt that there is a great deal of anxiety
among non-Malays about their future.
Many oi their grievances about educational and employment opportunities,
promotional prospects and social mobility, language and cultural rights and
partiCipation and political
political
equality are legitimate. Even the legitimacy of these grievances has not been
granted by certain individuals within
the dominant Malay elite. Consequently,
non-Malay frustrations are being articulated with greater anger and vehemence.
In truth, the Malays should also be
concerned about their future. For the
'Malay political dominance' which Datuk
Abdullah has chosen to defend has, in a
sense, camouflaged the truth about the
real political power of the vast majority
of Malays. What does 'Malay political
dominance' mean to the Malay padi
farmer with a dwindling income, or a
Malay rubber smallholder with meagre
means, or to a Malay in-shore fisherman
who can hard ly keep body and soul
together? What political power does
the ordinary Malay enjoy when after
almost 30 years of Merdeka he has
still not been able to persuade a dominant

The p!"esent Malaysian State evolved from a
Malay polity

Malay political elite to provide certain
basic social amenities to about 50 per
cent of the Malay population? What is
this Malay political dominance that
Datuk Abdullah is talking about when
that dominance, which has become so
apparent in the last 15 years, has not
been able to prevent social disparities
from getting wider within the Malay
~.;um1nunity
itself, during the same
period? Or is it because of this political
dominance that these disparities have
become more pronounced?
To understand at a more concrete
level how the dominant Malay political
elite uses its political dominance one
has to compare its response to two
recent events. When a few thousand
electronic workers, a majority of them
Malay women, were retrenched towards
the end of last year, a number of public
interest groups appealed to the government to introduce legislation to protect
their interests. These proposed laws
pertaining to retrenchment procedures
and tax regulations would not have
required any major changes to state
policies and could have been easily
accommodated within the existing framework. And yet to this day, the dominant
Malay elite has not responded.
At about the same time, the dominant
Malay political elite was obsessed with
devising strategies on how to bolster
a stock-market that had turned into a
gambling den. While the mess in the
stock-market had affected the interests
of some ordinary people, it is indisputably true that government intervention,
aided to some extent by EPF funds, was
actually to help the so-called "Captains
of Industry". Among these captains were
some Malays.
This is the truth about Malay political
dominance. It has also enabled the elite
to protect the interests of a few by using
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resources which rightfully belong to
the many.
This is the 'stark reality' of the 'power
equation' which Datuk Abdullah has
conveniently forgotten. 'Malay political
dominance', like 'Chinese commercial
dominance' or 'Indian professional dominance' are catch-phrases which have
been bandied about for a long while.
We will never know what they really
mean unless we ask: dominance, on
whose behalf, for which interests, for
what purpose?
When people begin to realize the real
nature of the so-called 'dominance' of
this or that community, they will slowly
start to understand that in the ultimate
analysis it 1s nothing more than .art
attempt to preserve and perpetuate the
power' of certain classes, groups or
individuals. Those who wield that power
will of course do all they can to convince
the masses that their (the masses) wellbeing is synonymous with, and dependent
upon, the power of the elites. In a multiethnic society like ours where ethnic
consciousness overwhelms every other
dichotomy, it is even more difficult for
people to realize that their interests may
even be antithetical to those of the elites
who lord over them. When that ethnic
consciousness is compounded by a neefeudal psychology of unquestioning
loyalty to leadership, the bond between
the masses and elites becomes almost unbreakable. Politicians like Datuk Abdullah
and others of his ilk have benefitted
from this.
If the dominant Malay political elite
has displayed single-minded devotion to
any particular political goal, it is this:
ensuring that in the deepest recesses of
the Malay mind the security and wellbeing of the entire community will
always be equated with the power and
interests of the ruling Malay elites.
Because they have succeeded all these
years, Datuk Abdullah is right when he
says at the beginning of his speech, "The
major issues fn Malaysian politics are
as old as the hills and really nothing to
get too excited about - as long as one
understands the basic premises of the
Malaysian political system correctly".
Chandra Muzaffar
President

9 September 1986

Retrenching Civil Servants

A

etrenching civil servants at a time l1ke this when it is so
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a sacred principle, so do they realize
that the nucleus of national political
leadership will continue to be Malay
for many years to come. This is only
logical considering the political and
historical background of the country.
The present Malaysian state evolved from
a Malay polity. The position of Malay
as the national and official language of
the country. the position of Islam as
the official religion, and the status of
the Sultans as the heads of their respective states, all testify to the significance of that past. The past has
influenced the present just as the present multi-ethnic character of Malaysian
society must set the pattern for the
future. Demographic structure, electoral
realities and various constitutional
arrangements have helped to maintain
a Malay nucleus within the national
leadership.
Such a nucleus as a reflection of
inter-ethnic ties at this stage of our political development is generally acceptable
to the vast majority of Malaysians. For
they realize that the evolution towards
a genuinely multi-ethnic society where
ethnicity is totally irrelevant in public
life must take time. As the late Tun
Dr. Ismail put it in 1972, "Malays should
not have any anxiety over the leadership
or fear that leadership will be taken
over by non-Malays. At present and for
many years to come I am confident
that all the races will accept Malays as
the nucleus of their leadership as long as
this leadership is able to provide for
the welfare of all the people ..... "
It is ;,erhaps because this ability 'to
provide for the welfare of all' is in serious
doubt that there is a great deal of anxiety
among non-Malays about their future.
Many of their grievances about educational and employment opportunities.
promotional prospects and social mobility, language and cultural rights and
political partiCipation and political
equality are legitimate. Even the legitimacy of these grievances has not been
granted by certain individuals within
the dominant Malay elite. Consequently,
non-Malay frustrations are being articulated with greater anger and vehemence.
In truth, the Malays should also be
concerned about their future. For the
'Malay political dominance' which Datuk
Abdullah has chosen to defend has, in a
sense, camouflaged the truth about the
real political power of the vast majority
of Malays. What does 'Malay political
dominance' mean to the Malay padi
farmer with a dwindling income, or a
Malay rubber smallholder with meagre
means. or to a Malay in-shore fisherman
who can hardly keep body and soul
together? What political power does
the ordinary Malay enjoy when after
almost 30 years of Merdeka he has
still not been able to persuade a dominant

The ptesent Malaysian State evolved from a
Malay polity

Malay political elite to provide certain
basic social amenities to about 50 per
cent of the Malay population? What is
this Malay political dominance that
Datuk Abdullah is talking about when
that dominance, which has become so
apparent in the last 15 years, has not
been able to prevent social disparities
from getting wider within the Malay
community itself, during the same
period? Or is it because of this political
dominance that these disparities have
become more pronounced?
To understand at a more concrete
level how the dominant Malay political
elite uses its political dominance one
has to compare its response to two
recent events. When a few thousand
electronic workers, a majority of them
Malay women, were retrenched towards
the end of last year, a number of public
interest groups appealed to the government to introduce legislation to protect
their interests. These proposed laws
pertaining to retrenchment procedures
and tax regulations would not have
required any major changes to state
policies and could have been easily
accommodated within the existing framework. And yet to this day, the dominant
Malay elite has not responded.
At about the same time, the dominant
Malay political elite was obsessed with
devising strategies on how to bolster
a stock-market that had turned into a
gambling den. While the mess in the
stock-market had affected the interests
of some ordinary people, it is indisputably true that government intervention,
aided to some extent by EPF funds, was
actually to help the so-called "Captains
of Industry". Among these captains were
some Malays.
This is the truth about Malay political
dominance. It has also enabled the elite
to protect the interests of a few by using
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resources which rightfully belong to
the many.
This is the 'stark reality' of the 'power
equation' which Datuk Abdullah has
conveniently forgotten. 'Malay political
dominance', like 'Chinese commercial
dominance' or 'Indian professional dominance' are catch-phrases which have
been bandied about for a long while.
We will never know what they really
mean unless we ask: dominance, on
whose behalf, for which interests, for
what purpose?
When people begin to realize the real
nature of the so-called 'dominance' of
this or that community, they will slowly
start to understand that in the ultimate
analysis it is nothing more than all.
attempt to preserve and perpetuate the
power' of certain classes, groups or
individuals. Those who wield that power
wil l of course do all they can to convince
the masses that their (the masses) wellbeing is synonymous with, and dependent
upon, the power of the elites. In a multiethnic society like ours where ethnic
consciousness overwhelms every other
dichotomy, it is even more difficult for
people to realize that their interests may
even be antithetical to those of the elites
who lord over them. When that ethnic
consciousness is compounded by a neefeudal psychology of unquestioning
loyalty to leadership, the bond between
the masses and elites becomes almost unbreakable. Politicians like DatukAbdullah
and others of his ilk have benefitted
from this.
If the dominant Malay political elite
has displayed single-minded devotion to
any particular political goal, it is this:
ensuring that in the deepest recesses of
the Malay mind the security and wellbeing of the entire community will
always be equated with the power and
interests of the ruling Malay elites.
Because they have succeeded all these
years, Datuk Abdullah is right when he
says at the beginning of his speech, "The
major issues fn Malaysian politics are
as old as the hills and really nothing to
get too excited about - as long as one
understands the basic premises of the
Malaysian political system correctly".
Chandra Muzaffar
President

9 September 1986

Retrenching Civil Servants
R etrenching civil servants at a time l11<e this when it is so
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difficult to find alternative employment,
would be an act of great injustice. For
this reason, the government should also
dissuade private firms and factories
from retrenching their workers.
Instead of contemplating retrenchment of civil servants, the government
should find other ways and means of
reducing public sector expenditure. For a
start it could give serious consideration
to some of the following measures
• Remove, or reduce drastically, the
various allowances paid to superscale
civil servants. Get rid of other perks
too which the top brass of the civil
service now enjoys such as first-<:lass
air-travel and expensive hotel accommodation when performing out-station
duties. Government leaders should set
the example in this by surrendering
these perks immediately.
• Government leaders and the upper
echelons of the civil service should
cut down on overseas travel. Foreign
trips, unless they are absolutely necessary, should not be undertaken at all.
Delegations for such trips should
be kept as small as possible. Similarly,
local travel should also be reduced
especially when the business at hand
can be conducted by telephone or
through the mail.
• Expenditure on a whole variety of
items such as new staff cars and
elaborate office furnishings, on the
one hand, to stationery and teas
served at meetings, on the other, can
be reduced significantly without
affecting efficiency or productivity . •
Aliran is suggesting these measures
because we feel there is still a lot of
wastage, duplication and even extravagance in public sector expenditure.
If the government leadership can make
an earnest endeavour to create a less
flabby public service within the next
few months, there would be no need
to retrench any civil servant.
In this connection, Aliran is of the
opinion that there is no justification
for the expansion of the armed forces
at this stage. It is merely going to increase
the salaries component of public sector
expenditure.
This shows that the government has
yet to get its priorities right. Indeed, one
of the major causes of our present economic decline is wrong priorities and
bad planning. While the government's
aim of developing heavy industries is
laudable, it is obvious that the Proton
Saga, the sponge-iron and steel-billet
plant, the cement plant and other heavy
engineering ventures have been partly
responsible for aggravating Malaysia's
present financial difficulties. They have
contributed to the escalating foreign
debt burden. This is why instead of
putting all the blame upon international
market forces for the economic decline,
Ali...n Monthly Octobef'/Nowmber 1986

The Proton Sega ........ and other heavy engin-ing ventures: wrong priorities and bad planning.

the government should also question
its own concept of development and its
economic strategies.
Aliran therefore urges the government
to be honest with itself and to be selfcritical if it wants to overcome the
economic challenge facing the nation.
An honest appraisal of its present concept
and strategy of development is a much
more important exercise to undertake
than resorting to desperate measures
such as retrenchment of civil servants.
Towards this end, Aliran once again
calls upon the government to take the
lead in organizing a truly national conference on the economic decline to which
all groups and parties, including the
opposition, would be invited. Government leaders must realize that those
outside the EstFthlishmP.nt m::~y also have
worthwhile ideas on how the nation
can check the worsening economic
situation.
Chandra Muzaffar
President

16 September 1986

The Truth About Aliran's
Stand On The Datuk Abdullah
Ahmad Speech

J

have come to
understand that on the 13th of September a nurrt>er of Chinese dailies carried
a statement by the Publicity Bureau of
Gerakan Youth accusing me of 'double
standards' in my response to Datuk
Abdullah Ahmad's speech. It is alleged
that in the WA TAN, I supported Datuk
Abdullah while in the Chinese press I
condemned his views.
This is a baseless, unfounded accusa-
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tion. The statement that I made to
WATAN, was the same statement I sent
to the Chmese newspapers and the English dailies. Unfortunately. the WATAN
reporter who took down my comments
over the telephone chose to distort what
I said. The distortion and the fabrication
was so unbelievable that I sent an urgent
protest note to the Chairman of WA TAN,
Tan Sri Mohd. Khir Johari, on the same
day that my so-called WA TAN statement
appeared namely Thursday, 11th
September. I have requested WATAN to
carry my entire statement in full and to
give coverage to my protest note.
I must say that almost all those
Chinese newspapers which carried excerpts
of my statement highlighted only those
parts of it which they felt were favourable to the Chinese community. It was
only the English daily, the STAR, which
carried most of what I said, in the form
of a letter on 13th September. But even
in the case of the STAR 3 paragraphs
were left out.
If one looked at the statement in its
entirety, it is clear that Aliran has adopted
a truly Malaysian view on the Abdullah
Ahmad controversy. On almost every
ethnic controversy in the past. it is
Aliran that has tried its level best to be
genuinely multi-ethnic. We do not adopt
a Malay position or a Chinese or Indian
position.
Thus, on Abdullah Ahmad's speech
we maintained that there can be no unity
or stability as long as one community
feels that it has a natural right to be
dominant while other communities have
to be grateful for their subordinate roles.
We re-affirmed our commitment to
political equality. However, in the transition towards a more just and equal
society, the nucleus of national pol itical
leadership is bound to be Malay. This is
because the present Malaysian State
evolved from a Malay political arid
cultural system. This is a fact no one can
deny. What is important is for this

national political leadership with a Malay
nucleus to be just and fair to all communities. This is not happening at the
moment. I noted in my comment on
Datuk Abdullah's speech that there are
many legitimate non-Malay grievances
which have been ignored by the dominant
Malay elite. Similarly 1 a significant
segment of the .Malay community is still
poor and continues to be deprived of
basic social amenities. Malay political
dominance has not benefitted them.
Obviously, Malay political power has
been used to further the interests of a
few at the expense of the many. In the
ultimate analysis, Malay political dominance as a political slogan serves to
camouflage the real situation and deceives
the people about whose interests are
really being protected in our society.
All the above points which appeared
in Aliran's response to Datuk Abdullah
are points which I have always made in
my talks and meetings with Malay or
non-Malay groups. My writings and
speeches vvay back to 1970 will reveal
that in my analysis of ethnic issues I
have been consistent. Neither I nor any
of my colleagues in the Aliran leadership
have played up to the ethnic gallery.
Aliran is that one group in the country
that has never been afraid to attack
Malay communalism in front of a Malay
audience, to attack Chinese chauvinism
in the midst of a Chinese crowd and to
attack Indian bigotry in the presence
of Indians.
Does the publicity bureau of Gerakan
Youth have the guts to play such a role?
Chandra Muzaffar
President
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Integrity, Not Ethnicity

A

!iran regrets Datuk
Seri Dr. Mahathir's insinuation that critics
of the BMF were motivated by communal
feelings because they had allegedly
remained silent on the Pan-El scandal.
To start with, it is completely untrue
that groups that were critical of the
government's handling of BMF did not
say anything on Pan-El. Aliran was one
of those organization which was equally
vocal about Pan-El. On no less than three
occasions, we demanded a comprehensive
inquiry into Pan-El and stock-market
manipulations. The critics cannot be
blamed if the entire media 'blacked out'
our calls and similar pleas made by other
organizations.
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TITLE OF BOOK

PRICE

NO. OF
COPIES

1. FREEDOM IN FETTERS
Is a comprehensive study of the state of democracy in Malaysia. It deals with all the major
laws and institutions relevant to an understanding of democracy in Malaysia. It examines
all the major trends and developments which
have influenced the practice of democracy in
Malaysia.

$10.20

2. DIALOGUE ON DEMOCRACY
Is a collection of speeches made by leaders of
various political parties & public interest
societies in connection with the 3rd Dialogue
of Concern on Parliamentary Democracy held
in July 1985.

$ 3.20

3. CABARAN-CABARAN SEMASA
A book in Bahasa Maaysia dealing with human
rights, democracy, the economy,labour, ethnic
relations, education, moral values and international affairs.

$ 7.20

4. PANDANGAN ALIRAN :
Mengandungi pendapat, cadangan, analise dan
I< omen yang jarang tersiar di akhbar-akhbar

$10.20

COST

It was because we realized the magnitude of the damage done to the economy
by the Pan-El scandal that we asked Dr.
Mahathir as Chairman of the Barisan
Nasional to request Tan Koo1 Swan to
step down as the Member of Parliament
for Gopeng. If Dr. Mahathir agrees with
us that Pan-El is a despicable crme, then
why doesn't he respond to our request
to get the man who has pleaded guilty
to criminal breach of trust in the scandal,
to relinquish his place in Parliament?
How can he morally justify, keeping Tan
Koon Swan as a Barisan MP while at
the same time, condemning t'ie Pan-El
scandal?
It is obvious from Dr. Mahathir's
interpretation of the Pan-El and BMF
scandals, that he is the one blinded by
communal sentiments. He sees Pan-El
as a Chinese issue and BMF as a Bumiputra issue. He is wrong on both scores.
Those responsible for BM F and Pan-El
should both be condemned, whatever
their ethnic origins. Both were financial
scandals. Both violated the norms of
integrity. Both scandals happened because of the greed and avarice of certain
ind ividuals.
This is how Ali ran and other organizations have always seen the scandals which
have affected the country in the last 5
years. For us. it is not a question of
Bumiputra or non-Bumiputra. It is a
question of right or wrong. This issue
at hand, in other words, is not ethnicity,
but integrity.

tempeten.

"6.

LIMA P£RSONALAN is the translation of

Chandra Muzaffar
President
$ 3.70

.5 Controversies' into Bahasa Malaysia

6.

7.

8.

9.

CORRUPTION contains papers on various
aspects of this social scourge presented by
Alirat'l officials and guest speakers at a seminar
held in November 1980. It is easily readable,
informative and analytical.
THEAN TEIK: THE OTHER SIDE OF
DEVELOPMENT discusses the Thean Teik
dispute objectively and raises the question,
"Development for Whom?"
THE ARMS RACE: HUMANITY IN CRISIS
reflects a common humanitarian viewpoint
on the awful realities of modern warfare. It
attempts to consider the transformation of
man and society as the means towards
achieving a worldwide peace.
WE SHALL OVERCOME- SONGS OF
HUMANITY is a rich and varied collection
of songs dealing with reality. hope, freedom,
justice, unity, peace, compassion, etc.

19 September 1986

$ 4.20

Buying Shares
$ 3.20

D

isallowing Ministers,
Deputy Ministers and other politicians
holding posts in the government from
buying shares in companies an:l other
holdings is a good move.
However, if the government wants
to practise public accountability in the
real sense of the word, the entire exercise
should go through two other stages. After
all the details pertaining to shares, family
holdings and related transactions have
been presented to the Prime Minister he
should make them available to Parliament. In Parliament, both opposition
members and back-benchers. should be
given ample opportunity to query government leaders on how they are divesting
their shares and how these shares are
being transferred to family holdings. In

$ 5.20

$ 4.20

10. All RAN MONTHLY

i

--

12 issues•
24 issues:

$10.50
$20.50

Bank Commission for outstation cheque

$ 0,50

1 year's subscription
2 year's subscription

TOTAL
•Prices inclusive of Postage. For overseas orders: prices are in US$.
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t he next stage, after parliamentary
scrut iny , the data, with whatever modifications, should be put together in a
public register. Any member of the
publ ic should have access to this register.
The register should be updated every year.

..-----Announcement---

Chandra MuU!ffar
President
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Zionist links?

AI

iran challenges the
Deputy Home Minister, Datuk Megat
Junid to name the t wo social groups
wh ich he suspects of having links with
the International Zionist Movement.
This is the second time in the last
one week that the Deputy Home Minister
is mak ing such a statement. In the last
two months the Prime Min ister has also
made allegat ions about local groups and
individuals serving Zionist interests. But
he has failed to provide any concrete
evidence so far. If the Deputy Home
Minister too cannot substantiate his
al legation, he would be guilty of spreading
a mischievous rumour.
As far as A liran is concerned, our
conscience is clear. We have nothing to
hide. A liran's opposition to Zionism is
well known. We have written a number of
articles against Zionism in the A ll RA N
QUA RTERLY
and
the
A LI RAN
MONTHLY. After the Sabra and Shatila
massacre of 1982 A liran was one of the
organisations actively involved in t he
public campaign on behalf of the Palestinian cause.
Of course, Ali ran has criticised government policies and programmes. But
Aliran is not anti-government; neither
is it pro-government. A li ran is pro-justice
and anti-injustice. Just as we criticise
the government's wrong doings, so have
we commended the government on a
number of occasions whenever it does
anything whicn is in the interest of the
people.
In any case, it is illogical to regard
criticisms of the government as painting
"a negative picture of the country".
Datuk Megat Junid should not link the
gov~rnment wi th the nation. Governments come and go but the nation
remains. By criticising the government
one is not condemning the nation.
Indeed, those who criticise the wrong
doings of the government do so out of
a love for the well-being of the nation.
They are true patriots because they do
not want the nation to be destroyed by

a handful of hypocrites and imposters
who are out to swindle the people.
The Executive Committee

22 September 1986

New Dadah Laws

A

!iran welcomes the
move to confiscate the profits and proceeds derived from dadah trafficking.
It is a law which should have been introduced some time ago.
In fact, all the properties and assets
of convicted drug traffickers, even if
they were not acquired through drug
trafficking, should be confiscated.
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To further strengthen the proposed
law, the Court should have the power to
freeze the properties of a suspected
trafficker until expiry of remand or
outcome of prosecution. The Government should also look into arrangements
for reciprocal enforcement of orders
of freezing and confiscation of properties
and assets with foreign countries,
especially within the ASEAN region.
However, tougn laws alot;~e will not be
able to curb the dadah menace. Our
leaders should find out whether the
concept of development itself pursued
by the Government is partly responsible.
For the materialistic, acquisitive thrust
in present-day economic and .social
development is undoubtedly a major
cause of the dadah menace.
Chandra Muzaffar
President

23 September 1986
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Thinking Allowed
A closer look at what people say and do the world over
he Malaysian Government
recently suspended the publish·
ing permit of the Asian Wall
Street Journal because a few
of its articles written on Malaysia were
perceived to be jeopardising the country's
'political and economic stability' and also
threatening its 'national interests'.
This, snapped Negeri Sembilan Menteri
Besar, should serve as an example to local
newspapers. If such action could be
taken against a foreign publication,
he added, it would be easier for a similar
move to be taken against local news·
papers.
Given the political and economic
background of most Malaysian newspapers, such a contention is hardly
debatable. Besides, one only has to
remember the pleasing p~rformance of
the media during the recent general
election; they were nevertheless arth·
shattering as far as professional ethics
and standards went.

***

n the wake of the infamous BMF
scandal, Malaysia's former AuditorGeneral Tan Sri Ahmad Nordin said:
"Some people ask why we lent large
amount of money in Hong Kong when
the purpose of setting up the bank was
to help bumiputras (indigenous people)
in the country. After all, how many
bumiputras are there in Hong Kong?"
This is indeed a queer way of helping
the majority of the bumiputras in the
country: siphoning off the country's
wealth and pouring it into the pockets
of a few bumiputras and other nationalities in a foreign land. This very hideous
act only reminds us of the new category
of corporate hoodlums: the 'new
criminals'.

***

nd the spate of scandals that
Malaya has been and is experiencing (like BMF, Pan-El,
cooperatives) might just prompt curious and adventurous Malaysians
to get involved in the kind of board
game that's being offered to ordinary
Filipinos. (The Filipinos are given a
chance to participate in the hunt for the
loot allegedly taken from the public

The Minister
and the Rock Concert:
facing the music

coffers by former President Marcos
and his cronies.) This means that there'll
be a kind of 'treasure hunt' launched
in and outside Malaysia to encourage
justice-loving Malaysians to take back
their money that was swindled by certain
politicians and businessmen (how does
one differentiate between the two?).
For all you know, this hunt might take
you to places like Kuala lumpur, Singapore, Hong Kong, Tokyo, Geneva,
London and certain islands in the Indian
Ocean. This may sound far-fetched,
but criminals can be very far-sighted.

alaysia's Culture, Youth and
Sports Minister Datuk Seri
Najib Razak was reported to
have said that he'd rather
debate with Opposition Leader Lim Kit
Siang rather than with singer Sahara
Yaakub. The latter recently threw a
challenge to the former to debate the
controversial ban on rock concerts in
the country. Are we to conclude that
the Minister concerned is reluctant to
face the (loud) music?

Printed by Ganesh Printing works Sdn. Bha., 10 Penang Street, 10200 Penang.
Published by Allran Kesedaran Negara, P.O. Box 1049, 10830 Pulau Pinang. Office Phone: 04·830549

MUS1afa K Anuar

.

