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Development 
-for whom? 

Our Lead article for this 
month is based on the 

September Opinion Poll. 
We asked our readers to tell 

us whether, 'Development 
has benefitted the ordinary 

rakyat?' 
We received a number of 

interesting responses. They 
are published below. 

- editor 

D 
evelopment" has long been 
understood by many to mean 
the materialistic development 
of a country. This materialis· 

tic approach which is based on t he selfish 
instinct within Man of seeking more 
material wealth has often brought about 
more societal ills than good. This 
approach has disrupted the harmony of 
Man with Man and Man with Nature. 

We may only do justice to the con· 
cept of "Development" if we relate it 
generally to the welfare of mankind and 
specifically to the majority comprising 
the society concerned. What would 
"Development" conjure in the mind of a 
fisherman if it only means polluted rivers 
and seas which result in poorer catches? 
What would "Development" mean to a 
farmer who is responsible for feeding the 
wealthy, if he endlessly toils on unpro· 
ductive land for a meagre income? What 
would "Development" mean to a factory 
worker, who is considered a profit· 
churning factor during boomtime but a 
liability to be ridden-off during a reces
sion? 

"Development" has been a carrot well· 
used by those in power to sway the voters 
during elections. But how many of us 
have really viewed "development" in the 
correct perspective? To do justice to man· 
kind, we should begin with a correct 
concaptual understanding. "Develop· 
ment" should be defined in a wholesome 
sense so as to comprise the materialistic 
approach as well as the spiritual 
approach. The latter approach would be 
based on some eternal values of Mankind 

Aliran Monthly September/October 1985 

-

The Langkawi Resort City will be developed at Tanjong Rhu 

Langkawi Resort City costing $3 billion will have 17 hotels, condominium.s, a health farm, 
golf course and medical centre. 
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such as moderation, equality, co-opera
tion, service to Mankind and harmony 
with Nature. 

Let us all search our conscience and 
ask ourselves whether development in 
Malaysia has really benefitted the Rakyat. 
The economy of our country has grown 
tremendously no doubt but how much of 
this wealth, generated through the sweat 
and blood of the peasants and workers, 
has trickled down to them? The lower 
classes are still being plagued with 
numerous socio-economic problems such 
as housing, health and education. Are the 
prices of the "low-<:ost" flats and houses 
affordable for the working class? Are the 
lower-class enjoying decent health 
facilities? Are the children of the farmers, 
fishermen and estate workers better 
educated than before? 

Statistics released by the Government 
in fact show that the gap between the 
haves and the have-nots has grown wider. 
More and more Malaysians are living 
below the poverty line. The socio-

••.• one doubts that any development 
would really benefit the ordinary 
Rakyat. 

economic position ot the estate workers 
in particular has worsened since Merdeka. 
All these statistics disturb t he conscience 
of our intelligentsia and also put the 
country's planners to shame. 

In order to remedy the situation there 
needs to be a new conceptual approach 
towards development. There should be 
greater democratisation of the develop
ment process so that the lower class has 
a greater say and a greater share. To 
enable the ordinary Rakyat to benefit 
from " Development" it should be one 
founded on moderation, co-operation and 
service to mankind. All these should work 
towards the goal of common ownership 
and better harmony of Man with Man as 
well as a healthier and more peaceful 

environment. Unless and until the 
concept of development is complemented 
by the spiri tual approach, one doubts 
that any development would really 
benefit the ordinary Rakyat. 

L.H. lim 
Penang 

H 
istorians tell us that a human 
being's basic quest is for 
survival. Survival, to my under
standing, is humankind's accep

tance of the fact that they possess life 
and have a common wish to continue 
living out that life. Thus, basic needs 
arose - such as food to provide the 
necessary energy, clothing to give 
warmth, and shelter to protect the person 
from the onslaught of external factors. 
Yet another very basic need of human
kind is the need for community. We do 
not choose to live as individuals but 
instead have families and live in 
communities. 

The question that arises is whether the 
basic needs of the rakyat today have 
been met? We speak of development for 
the people. for society. But has there 
really been development? Does the 
majestic Dayabumi Complex or the up
and-coming 58-storey Maybank Head 
Office building constitute development? 
To the select few in the ruling classes and 
to the elites, these modern complexes and 
other prestigious projects would certainly 
mean development. But ask the farmer 
whose crops are dying for lack of irriga
tion, or the fisherman whose already 
meagre income is being diminished 
further because the more sophisticated 
trawlers have encroached into h1s tradi
tional fishing grounds, or the factory 
worker who lives from day to day 
dreaming and hoping for a 'prince 
charmtng' to take her out of her misery. 
They, the rakyat and the masses. see 
development differently. They ·are not 
impressed by tall buildings and lengthy 
bridges. What they want to see developed 
is the very lives they are living. 

They do not want to continually 
worry about where the next meal would 
come from. They would like to see that 
their children's education w1ll not be 
impeded by obstacles such as a lack of 
funds. Ultimately, development to the 
rakyat would mean a society wherein we 
would have genuine democracy, genuine 
understanding and genuine freedom. 

• ' Low-cost ' f lats - h igh ~ost pric:n 

H. Loh 
Petaling Jaya 
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A simple f lood problem is left untackled for decades. 

I 
t would be utter hypocrisy and ingra
titude to totally deny that develop
ment programmes in Malaysia have 
not benefitted the ordinary rakyat 

and to assert that only the upper classes 
have reaped benefits from government 
projects. Since the implementation of the 
five year development plans, the NEP and 
var ious other development programmes, 
many rural areas which were once under
developed have been developed and in 
some instances urbanised to the total 
satisfaction of the majority of residents 
there. Water and electricity. roads and 
such other infrastructure have been 
provided all in the name of development. 
The government has provided free educa
tion and health care to the rural folk. 
The standard of living of the populace 
has improved tremendously when com
pared to the colonial era. In short, the 
ordinary rakyat in rural areas have 
benefitted from development and the 
credit should go to the government for 
doing its part sincerely and efficiently. 

Nevertheless, there are certain places 
that are still underdeveloped. The 
ordinary people in such places have not 
tasted the fruits of development. The 
absence of tangible development projects 
and the prevalence of various problems 
such as poverty. squatters, floods etc 
prove that development in Malaysia is not 
completely satisfactory. 

shattered in spite of so-called low cost 
housing projects by the government. How 
many such ordinary people suffer the 
same fate! This can be found out by 
carrying out a careful and comprehensive 
study of the real si tuation. The govern
ment has now and then come out with 
statist ics showing the nation's economic 
growth and various other achievements 
but has failed to enlighten the people on 
problems faced by the poor such as 
unemployment, lack of proper housing, 
etc. Such an attitude is designed to help 
the government remain in power. 

There are many instances of election 
candidates promising voters basic public 
amenities if they are elected. Many 
government MPs and Assembly members 
have done this on numerous occasions. 
After they are elected some of them 
carry out their promises and duties but 
unfortunately there are others who just 
ignore the plight of their constituents. 

To quote an instance, the residents of 
Jalan P. Ramlee. Jalan Terengganu and 
Jalan Perak in Penang have been facing a 
flood problem for many years. The State 
Assem blyman for that area has made a 
number of visits and has lent his ears to 
the woes of the flood victims who have 
incurred loss and damage of property and 
suffered ill health. No action has been 
taken as yet to overcome this problem 
except for empty promises. The 

.... "no say, no talk, no share" .... 
The government has employed 

enforcement personnel to pull down 
squatter dwellings but has failed to 
prov·de satisfactory housing for these 
victims of poverty as an alternative. Its 
so-called low-cost housing schemes are not 
low cost at all! An ordinary rakyat who 
draws about $350 a month and is the sole 
bread-winner of a large family can ill
afford to buy a 'low-cost' house that 
costs $25,000. His desire to own a roof is 
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thousands of residents in that area have 
almost lost hope and trust in the govern
ment. They do not understand why the 
government has not acted to solve this 
problem. To blame it on the financial 
constraints faced by the State is not con
vincing. The implementation of projects 
such as KOMT AR and the Penang Bridge 
proves that the State government has the 
means of procuring the necessary funds. 
Why in the first place should such 

"' 

prestige projects be carried out when a 
simple flood problem is left untackled for 
decades? It is hoped that the government 
does not tell the victims of the flood 
affected areas that KOMTAR and the 
Penang Bridge are meant to serve as the 
famous Noah's Ark in times of disaster! 

Puviraj (Student) 
Penang 

T he rakyat want equal develop
ment for all and not a lopsided 
one where only a few privileged 
individuals - especially those 

in the urban areas - tend to get every
thing. The general assumption is that 
because these select few benefit from the 
government's development effort (mani
fested, it seems, by tall buildings, traffic 
jams and western lifestyles). the rest of 
the rakyat are also being 'developed'. This 
is a fallacy because there is more to 
development than just the obvious 
material aspects of it. The ordinary 
rakyat wants not just material develop
ment but total human development. 

The human person must be placed at 
the forefront of all development efforts 
so that everyone -especially those in the 
rural areas - get to enjoy the benefits of 
education. health and other modern 
facilities. At the same time the social ills 
(such as authoritarianism, corruption, 
nepot ism) which seek to deny the indivi
dual of his rights and, more importantly, 
his dignity must be avoided. This is the 
kind of development which the ordinary 
rakyat want. 

Betty M. 
Kota Kinabalu 

D
evelopment means "more for 
the rakyat" - in terms of 
benefits and progress which 
must be distributed fairly to 

all and without any cost to values, morals 
and the environment. 

Peter Pang 
Kuala Lumpur 

S etiap pembangunan atau 
kemajuan, ada baik buruknya. 
Dalam keadaan negara kita 
yang boleh disifatkan sebagai 

negara terkaya di dunia, dengan segala 
kemewahan pemberian Allah S.W.T., 
sebaliknya jumlah penduduk masih ter
lalu kecil untuk kekayaan yang begitu 
besar. apatah lagi bi Ia mengenangkan 
yang lebih 70% dari kita semua ini, hidup 
kais pagi makan pagi atau kais pagi rnakan 
petang, malah ada yang kais hari ini 
makan esok atau lusa, saya terang-terang 
mengatakan bahawa pcmbangunan ala
kapitalls-feudalis ini, bukan saha1a tidak 
bermanafaat tetapi merugikan semata
mata. 

Apakah kerugiannya? Pertama, segala 



kekayaan kita dipunggah keluar oleh 
sekumpulan kecil pemodal dan pelabur. 
Semenjak tahun 1955 dulu, sudah lebih 
dan $50 ribu juta kita rugi. Kalau tak 
percaya, kajilah sendiri. 

Kerugian kedua ialah kerana 
pemimpin·pemimpin politik kita bersifat 
pemballr dan munafik, kita terpaksa 
tanggung beban hutang JUga lebih dari 
$50 ribu juta. Tak hairanlah cukai·cukai 
kita bukan sahaja keliling badan tetapi 
tinggi-tinggi. 

Kerugian yang ketiga ialah yang paling 
ketara sekali. Apa dia pembaca-pembaca 
sekelian? Buat apa segala pencakar langit, 
buat apa nak lawan 'The Golden Gate' 
dan sebagainya, jika kita dipaksa meng
hadapi macam-macam penyakit masya
rakat? 

B.A. Kedah 
Alor Setar 

The upper d- stand to gain more than ever. 

I 
f development has benefitted the 
ordinary rakyat, I must say that I 
have yet to experience such benefits. 
We often hear of huge amounts of 

money being laid out for development 
projects but the truth is that much of 
these have not reached the ordinary 
rakyat. For example, although funds have 
been allocated for low-cost housing, the 
problem of insufficient housing is far 
from being resolved. 

It is one thing to draw development 
plans but it is something else having to 
see that they are carried through and that 
they have brought benefits to the rakyat. 
Our leaders are a disappointment. Instead 
of helping the ordinary rakyat, they 
create situations in which the upper 
classes stand to gain more t han ever. 

We need to have proper channel ling of 
funds so that the ordinary rakyat get to 
enjoy the benefits of development. More 
important. we need to have leaders who 
truly have the interests of the rakyat at 
heart. Only then will there be develop· 
ment for all. 

Pamela 
Kuala Lumpur 

I 
t is indeed arguable whether the kind 
of development we have experienced. 
has benefitted the rakyat. True. 
during the last decade or so. we have 

seen new developmental schemes being 
implemented; new infrastructure being 
constructed; skyscrapers mushrooming 

Decision-makers and planners favour those with political and economic power. 

in the city; and multinational corpora
tions sprouting up in strategic areas. 

However, these technologically and 
industrially oriented development 

.... "Unless and until we can actually 
begin to suffer with the people, we 
have not started on the project 
of development." 

5 

schemes are mainly defending a social 
order that benefits the minority; that is, 
those with political and economic power. 

This persuades us to question the very 
concept and nature of development in 
Malaysia. We should all be questioning 
the role of decision-makers and imple
mentors who are only good at threatening 
to "bulldoze" t he people in the name of 
"development". 

Some clear-cut cases are Tasek Utara 
and Baling of the early 70's; and more 
recently. the Satang Ai Dam controversy 
and the Thean Teik (Penang) dispute. 
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•.•. It also denied the people of 20 
million ringgit worth of amenities. 

These so-called development pro
grammes and policies tend to create 
unfavourable consequences affecting the 
lives of those who form the majority -
that is the poor and oppressed. 

There can be development only if it 
reaches those who require it most -that 
is the poor. Also the poor should not be 
treated as mere objects and mere reci
pients of developmental aids. 

Development must provide . opportu
nities for the great mass of low income 
people to participate and be involved in 
development plans and their implementa-

tion. It must enable them to have a say 
in determining their own future. Develop
ment must provide people with choices. 

In the final analysis, development 
should bring about the elimination of 
malnutrition, disease, illiteracy . un
employment, inequality and other such 
social scourges. 

As Dr. Kenneth David once said, 
"Unless and until we can actually begin 
to suffer with the people, we have not 
started on the project of development." 

Carol Yong 
Kuala Lumpur 

Millionaire's Club costing $50 million is being built in the Usun Apau plateau in Serawak. 

H as development benefitted the 
ordinary rakyat? There is no 
doubt that there has been quite 
a bit of development in the 

country. It will be grossly unfair on my 
part to say that the people (ordinary 
rakyat) have not enjoyed certain fruits of 
their labour. but on the other hand. to 
say that they all have would also be 
wrong. l shall be inviting thousands upon 
thousands of the ordinary rakyat 
shackled in poverty, the thousands .who 
are unemployed, the thousands of dis
illusioned youths seeking places in the 
universities locally and overseas, and the 
thousands of innocent young people who 
are victims of crime, corruption and 
environmental pollution, to pounce upon 
me with a one-word cry -liar! 

So. while still faced with increased 
poverty and economic injustices (some 
say, "the rich are getting richer - until 
some even get filthy rich"!). the nation 
marches on in the name of development, 
science and modern technology and 
builds numerous roads, irrigation works, 
sky-scrapers, prestigious bridges, fi rst
class holiday resorts and a Malaysian car. 
Are all these for the benefit of the 
ordinary rakyat? 

To put things in a nutshell, the vast 
majority of people do not benefit from 
the country's present mode of develop
ment, which in fact brings greatest 
benefits to a few because the majority 
have been left with "no say, no talk, no 
share" so much so that the position of 
the disadvantaged majority remains as it 
is: disadvantaged. 

Newcomer 
Penang 

Tasik Baiduri: Style, Splendour, Class 
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T 
o answer the question ade· 
quately. one must understand 
what is meant by development. 
Well, what is development? 

Many confused minds equate super high· 
ways. ultra modern airports, fabulous 
buildings. enormous bridges, etc., etc .• 

with development. Our own experience 
confirms that our conception of develop
ment is no different. 

While these super structures may 
convey this superficial concept of 
development, they are nothing more than 
glorified monuments to the el ites in 
power, constructed at the expense of the 
ordinary ral<.yat. These colossal erections 
also signify the colossal sums of money 
which could otherwise have been used to 
help the poor and needy. The type of 
development that we promote only 
proves that huge sums of money are being 
denied to the majority of people who are 

fantastic panoramic view of the city. All 
these at the expense of the taxpayers. 

While the elites of Penang lavish in 
luxury in KOMTAR outer space, what 
have the people of Penang benefitted? 
The traffic system is still chaotic; the 
transport system is still deplorable; the 
housing situation is still intolerable; and 
the services are painfully lacking. 

But what has it cost the taxpayers 
to keep the elites comfortable in 
KOMT AR? The water rates has gone up; 
the electricity rates has gone up; the 
house assessment has gone up; the quit 
rent has gone up, in some instances 4 to 
6 times; the fares have gone up ..... 
Everything has gone up, because of the 
so-called development. 

If development means I must keep on 
paying out more for things that don't 
matter to me, then I don 't want this 
development. 

.... this so-called-development Is all for 
the rich and powerful. 

in need of basic amenities. 
Let us take KOMTAR for example. 

Can you imagine we are spending 
$390,000/· on a pedestrian walkway in 
Batu Ferringh i -from Rasa Sayang Hotel 
to Bayview Hotel - for tourists when 
your own locals are screaming for low· 
cost houses? Imagine spending $390,000/
for tourists to walk on, without any 
qualms! In the process the authorities 
have walked away with $390,000/· of 
the taxpayers money. 

There are many KOMTARs and Walk· 
ways throughout the country -all in the 
name of development. But when we 
scrutinize and analyse this sort of 

we cannot deny the fact that develop
ment is necessary, even desired by all, to 
put us in line with progressing countries, 
we should also be aware that develop
ment for the sake of development with· 
out taking into consideration the real 
needs of our people will only plunge our 
country into debts and excesses. 

Take Penang state for example. Penang 
citizens want development, true. They 
want better and more efficient ferry 
services NOT a prestigious bridge that 
only attracts an influx of tourists who 
will eventually crowd our roads and 
pollute our air. We want quick and appro
priate council services in easily accessible 
offices. We ask for more housing within 
the means of the majority NOT houses 
which are priced beyond the reach of 
even those who earn more than $1,000/
a month . We want wider roads with level 
surfaces NOT traffic I ights interspersed 
at ridiculous locations which force rows 
upon rows of traffic to stop to allow a 
few people to cross or a single car to 
emerge from an insignificant side road! 

But who will listen to us? Not the 
developers nor the government. Because 
to develop for the rakyat is to lose 
money. So they would rather plunge 
headlong into prestigious projects so that 
if they were to lose money as in the case 
of the Proton Saga ~ey will still get the 
name for it. Each time one sees a Proton 
Saga on the road one sees a visible object 
of the so-called development. What is 
important is that people must SEE 
development before they can believe that 
there is such a thing as development. But 
this logic only holds true for the 
uneducated and ignorant. For people who 
can think for themselves such symbols of 
development are meaningless. They show 

How does it help the people? What 
benefits does it bring to the vast 
majority? To begin with, it has become a 
burden to the taxpayers. The entire cost 
has to be borne by the people. Secondly, 
KOMTAR has pushed up the overheads 
of businesses resulting in most things 
costing more. And who pays for the 
extra cost? It's the people. Third, 
KOMTAR has pushed out street vendors, 
stal l-holders and small businesses which 
provided alternative shopping facilities 
for the poor. Fourth, having put up 
KOMTAR it has to be filled. And space 
has to be bought. It is reported that the 
City Council paid 20 million ringgit to 
buy space and move in, when it was 
providing services from its own buildings 
that have been in existence for a long 
while. This stupid move cost the tax
payers not only 20 million ringgit but at 
the same time it also denied the people 
of 20 million ringgit worth of amenities. 
The story doesn't end here. It is also 
reported that something like 6 mil lion 
ringgit was spent to furnish this newly 
acquired space in KOMTAR. One has to 
walk into these offices in order to be 
appalled by the luxurious and lavish 
furnishing and carpeting - at a time when 
we are begging for a few more ringgit in 
salary. It is a blatant and glaring example 
of insens1t1veness, it is vulgar and 
indecent when we are going through bad 
times. It is also reported that a top 
official of the City Council has 2 sets of 
sitting furniture - one for ordinary 
mortals and the other for the VIPs - in 
his very spacious office which offers a 

But who will listen to us? Not the 
developers nor the government. 
development it is all too clear that this 
so-called-development is all for the rich 
and powerful. People's money has always 
been used for the benefit of the well-to· 
do who are few at the expense of the 
many who are poor. 

To me development means subsidised 
houses for the poor. an efficient transport 
system. courteous service at government 
offices. good, cheap and classless medical 
services at hospitals. a clean and healthy 
environment, and people who w ill behave 
as human beings. 

Ordinary citizen 
Penang 

T
here is no doubt about it: that 
Malaysia has gone into develop
ment in a very big way. But as 
in all things, too much of it can 

be bad. So it is with development. While 
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no concern for the people. As Abraham 
Lincoln once said: You cannot fool the 
people all the time. 

So, there has been development. Lots 
and lots of it. Cleaning of squatters, 
Daya-bumi. condom iniums, massive 
mosques and temples, large tracts of l-and 
for 5-star hotels, golf-courses and large 
supermarkets. All for whom? The people 
who really benefit from them are in a 
minority. And they certainly are rich 
enough to pay for these luxuries. What 
we truly need is development geared to 
really help the MAJORITY of the rakyat . 
If the government can do this, it will 
certainly endear itself to the people r 1 
the people will certainly repay 
concern and consideration wit~ 

votes • 
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Letters 
We wdcomc litters from radllt"L These litters mey be edited for purposes of 5Pacle and 
derity. The Yiews ellp'-.t INY not be"- of the Aliran Monthly. PMudonyms ere 
8CCIIPted but an letters lhould indude the wriW"a name and address. 

L.ett.ratt-ld be addreaad to Editor, Aliran Monthly, P.O. Box 1049, P-ng. Malaysia. 

An Appeal 

We, residents of Kampung Bagan Lebai 
Tahir, would like to appeal to the authorities 
concerned to look into our problems imme
diately. 

In late October, 1984, construction work on 
1 petrol stltion was started on a pi- of land 
adjoining the Alor Setar-Butterworth main 
road. The land, which is directly in front of our 
houses, was sold by its landlord Encik Khalid 
bin Ali to PETRONAS. 

A lengthy and 7 feet high walt was then 
built at the back of the petrol station. This wall 
totally blocks our "right of way" to the main 
road. Whereas for at least the past thirty years, 
our kampung road led us to the main road, it 
now ends prematurely, against a brick wall -
imprisoning about 100 of us residents. 

In order to get to the main road, we now 
have to trespass on a neighbour's land. This, we 
do with great reluctance - as civic-minded 
residents we know it is not right to trespass on 
our good neighbour's land. But, at this moment 
we have no choice - we are forced to trespass! 

Our numerous appeals to Petronas, the 
Majlis Perbandaran Seberang Perai (MPSPI, and 
others, have fallen on deaf ears or half-deaf ears 
- promises have been made but no action taken 
at all. 

Patience is now running out on our neigh
bouring land-owner. It is understandable for he 
should not be expected to tolerate 100 people 
"trespassing" on his land several times every 
day! Unpleasant incidents have occurred -tree 
trunks, dead rats, and other obnoxious items 
have been strategically placed to deter trespas· 
sers. It is only a matter of time before a serious 
and inevitably violent incident occurs as 
" imprisoned" residents try to "trespass" on an 
increasingly impatient owner's land to get to 
the main road - to go to work, to school, to 
the m·arket, to church, to temples, to visit 
friends, etc. to (in other words) live normally! 

The land that many of us live on belongs to 
the late Encik Zakaria Ahmad (B.3, Chenderoh 
Dam, Kuala Kangsar). We now pay our land 
rent to the caretaker, Encik Yahya, who is 
believed to be a brother-in-law of the late Encik 
Zakaria. 

The house that En. Yahya occupies is 
immediately behind the Petronas station. He is 
not concerned about our plight because 
Petronas has installed a gate into part of the 
back wall of the station to allow him and his 
family to use to get to the main road. The 
"special" gate is in En. Yahya's house com
pound and it is also fenced up so that none of 
us affected residents can avail ourselves of it. 

The owner of the adjacent land where resi
dents are forced to " trespass" is a Malay. Most 
of the houses that we have to pass by are also 
owned by Malays. It is very disturbing to note 
that virtually all those Who are forced to 
"trespass" are Indians and Chinese, and those 
¥1ho have to put up with the traffic from the 
unwilling "trespassers" are Malays; and some 
Malays are beginning to feel that the problem 
in question is that of non·Malays disturbing 
Mala s by trespassing. 
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We have lived here for nearly thirf'i years -
we have never had such a problem before! The 
Malays, Chinese and Indians in this kampung 
have mixed very well over the years. It is indeed 
ironic that the unity is now being challenged 
by the building of a petrol station owned by 
Petronas - a company owned/controlled by a 
multi-racial Government committed to 
NATIONAL UNITY! 
1. We strongly urge that our " right of way" 

to the main road be restored to us imme· 
diately. 

2. Also, since a petrol station is now built so 
close to our kampung houses, we appeal 
that our right of way be wide enough for an 
ambulance to enter our kampung - in case 
of emergency. 

3. We also appeal to the authorities concerned 
to investigate whether the petrol station was 
properly constructed with adequate safety 
features considering the close proximity of 
the station to our wooden houses. 

Affected Residents 
Kampung Bagan Lebal Tahir 

Seberang Peraf, Pulau Plnang. 

UDA'sWoes 

I would like to refer to your ' Letters' 
column under the title ' An Immoral Deal' by 
En. Ismail Hashim (May/June issue). 

This phenomenon comes as no surprise 
because over the pest several years UDA has 
striven to be self-sufficient in terms of paying 
for its own overheads. At no time in UDA's 
history has it been able to pay overheads and 
interest on loans through income generated by 
its activities. The transfer of UDA's money
making ventures to Peremba, its wholly-owned 
subsidiary put an end to whatever hopes it had 
of becoming financially autonomous. 

With recent announcements that tenants 
would have to pay market rental rates in UDA
owned premises, one can expect that UOA 
would in future be mora commercially orienta
ted with profit as one of its important objec
tives, if not its only objective. 

Perhaps it is now time to review the whole 
concept and objective of the very formation 
and existence of UDA. If one cares to study the 
various facets of UDA's activities, it can easily 
be seen that there is not a single activity that i.s 
unique only to UDA. UDA has become just like 
any ordinary developer, with generous doses of 
Treasury loans that are provided at giveaway 
interest rates. In terms of powers, UDA is help· 
less in most areas and it finds its activities 
duplicated by dozens of other agencies such as 
the state SEDC's, local authorities, state and 
federal government and most of all, private 
developers. 

In certain instances, UDA is given govern· 
ment land or land belonging to local authorities 
and it in turn privatises them. Would it not be 
more time and cost saving if the original owner 
privatises it? 

8 

What is more disturbing is that the supposed 
beneficiaries of all these protects may be the 
ones to lose out, as rental and prices of proper
ties slowly rise beyond their reach. In fact, it is 
an open secret that many UDA owned proper
ties are marketed et a much higher rate than 
those belonging to the private sector. 

In approaching this problem there must be 
boldness and courage. Problems cannot be 
swept under the carpet, or delayed in the hope 
that they will disappear. Comparative studies 
ought to be undertaken vis-a-vis other statutory 
bodies. Let us take a few examples: MICA, 
FELDA, RISDA, LPN, and MARA. One would 
notice that all these agencies have a specific 
function, i.e. certain important aspect of their 
activities are unique only to themselves. In 
other words, they have a right to exist (for the 
time being, at least). But not UDA. If UDA was 
to stop operating tomorrow or next year, no 
one will be the worse off, as its functions can 
be easily undertaken by other agencies or even 
the private sactor. Therefore, to put it more 
crudely, UDA would now have to justify its 
very existence so that the ultimate beneficiaries 
would not be treated in the same way as they 
are being treated by companies in the private 
sector today. UDA does not have to look far. 
All that it has to do is to study how its very 
own subsidiary, Peremba, can be so successful 
in making money and yet serve the govern
ment's New Economic Policy. A cursory look 
around Kuala Lumpur will reveal that many 
plots of UDA-owned land have remained empty 
for as long as five years. In Kampong Baru, 
Kuala Lumpur, the land that UDA sold to Bank 
Pambangunan is being developed; yet UDA's 
portion has remained empty. In Bangsar, where 
construction is progressing at a furious pace, 
there are more than 20 acres of UDA land that 
remain empty. Bureaucratic bunglings have no 
place in a competitive environment. UDA must 
learn to develop property like the private sector 
and not just collect rentals like the privata 
sector. The time has come for the powers that 
be to stop listening to defensive excuses and be 
burdened with studies after studies, paper after 
working paper. 

UDA's headquarters are housed in a magnifi· 
cent building in the golden triangle and from 
the outside it reflects a dynamism equal, if not 
mora than the private sector's. Let us hope that 
the same dynamism exists in terms of decision· 
making and implementation of its project. 

Deve loper 
Kua la Lumpur 

Endorsement of Tun Hussein's Call 
for 'Open Government' 

The Selangor Graduates Society (SGS) fully 
endorses the recent public call by Tun Hussain 
Onn, our immediate past Prima Minister, to the 
Government to be more open and accountable 
to the people. This has been one of SGS's long
standing crusades and we are glad that Tun 
Hussein has joined this campaign, especially in 
the case of the BMF scandal. 

On 25 October 1983, in a press statement 
entitled WILL THE TRUE STORY OF THE 
BMF SCANDAL EVER BE TOLD?, we called 
for a full public accounting. This was followed 
by our Annual General Meeting un'!nimously 
adopting a resolution on 11 March 1984 which 
called upon the Committee of Inquiry to 
complete its work thoroughly and speedily and 
urge "the Government to make public its 
findings so as to ensure full public accounta· 
bility." 

The months since then have been frustrating 



with only snippets of information reaching the 
public on the BMF issue. SGS believes that the 
public has been denied the truth for too long 
and calls upon: 
* the Prime Minister to announce immediately 

what action is being taken to resolve the 
controversy (as well as to avoid a repeat) 
and when the full facts will be presented to 
the public; 

* the Bank Bumiputra Chairman to release 
immediately all the Committee of Inquiry 
reports as and when they are received; 

• the Committee of Inquiry to complete its 
work soonest; 

* the Attorney-General to announce imme
diately his decision regarding prosecution 
of culprits; 

• all Malaysian citizens to come ciut publicly 
for greater. Government openness and 
accountability. 
We are glad that Tun Hussein has not hesi

tated to speak up on such an important issue. 
We hope other retired leaders will join him to 
ensure that the current Government practises 
what it preaches - especially in terms of 
consulting and informing the public. 

Gurmit Singh K.S. 
President, Selangor Graduates Society 

Pet ali ng Jay a 

Thinking Allowed 

I was reading Thinking Allowed while eating 
a banana-leaf meal by myself. I had to stymie 
belly-laughs for fear that the Police might think 
the nasi man has laced the curry with ganja. 
Sdr. Mustafa really went F irst Class on board 
SS (Sinking Ship) Harris. And I hope to see Sdr. 
YP Neo and Sdr. KS Tan in their role as Chief 
Running Bare when they lose their political 
pants - with Indians behind them. (I didn't 
mean to make an ethnic joke. But the fit is so 
snug that I thought I'd Jet the pieces fall where 
they may. Put the blame on Sdr. Mustafa for 
starting it! ). 

Justice Hijacked 

P.L. Tan 
Kuala Lumpur 

The Attorney-General's claim that the 
government "can make an unlawful act lawful 
but not vice versa" is absurd in the light of 
what has been happening in this country. 

In making an unlawful act lawful, the 
government takes care of its interest, at all 
costs. But what of the individual who is denied 
and robbed of justice by this act? Can this act 
be fair and just to the individual concerned? 

At one moment the individual finds himself 
on safe and sound grounds. Justice is clearly 
on his side. And when he takes the government 
to court - that impartial dispenser of justice -
to seek redress for an unlawful act committed 
against him, suddenly he finds that the carpet 
has been pulled from under his feet. Without 
any qualms, without any remorse, without any 
apology the government hijacks justice! And of 
course, it does it very democratically too! 

By legitimising an unlawful act through 
parliament, the government has saved its skin 
on numerous occasions. And the Attorney
General is absolutely right when he says t hat 
the government "can make an unlawful act 
lawful". But he is absolutely wrong when he 
claims that a lawful act cannot be made un· 
lawful. Doesn't he realise that the very act that 
makes the government's unlawful act lawful, 
also renders an individual's lawful act unlaw
ful? What does he mean by " ••..•..•.. not 
vice versa"? 

The only thing that is clear to me is that the 
government can never be wrong even when it is 
wrong, and the individual can never be right 
even when he Is right! 

"Unlawful Justice" 
Penang 

Justice For Whom? 

I am in complete agreement with the senti· 
rnents expressed by the Attorney General, Tan 
Sri Abu Talib Othman, regarding the question 
of justice. 

I applaud him for saying: 
1. It would be "harsh and unfair to innocent 

people" to ·pass laws "to make an act 
criminal and punishable, regardless of the 
fact that the act was committed before the 
enactment of the law." 

2. "The Government of the day has no inten
tion of enacting a law that will make an 
innocent act a crime. It can make an un· 
lawful act lawful but not vice versa." 
But could the learned Attorney-General 

kindly explain how come Cheng Poh was 
hanged and Mahan Singh was convicted after 
the Privy Council had acquitted them! 

According to the Privy, Council the commis
sion of their deed must have been lawful at that 
time. Or at least, the laws under which they 
were prosecuted at that time did not find them 
guilty technically. 

Did we accept the verdict of the Privy 
Council in good grace? 

Didn't we amend the Constitution with 
retrospective effect to reverse the decision of 
the Privy Council? 

Yet today the people of this nation are 
made to read noble sentiments regarding justice 
expressed by the Attorney-General in the 
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Attorney General, Tan Sri Abu Talib Othman 

following words: 
"Article 7(1) of the Constitution does not 

allow for the enactment of post facto Jaw 
which renders an act punishable in the manner 
in which it was not punishable when commit· 
ted." 

It seems to me that we shouldn't be wasting 
our time talking academically about "What is 
justice?" Rather we should ask ourselves 
seriously, " Justice for whom?" 

When it comes to going after the ordinary 
citizen we seem to have adequate Jaws and over
zealous personnel. But when it comes to 
crossing swords with the rich and powerful our 
laws seem to be helpless and our guardians of 
justice seem to be hapless. 

Battered Justice 
Penang 

NEP Injustices 

The OAP is launching today a mass sigf'la
ture protest campaign against the injustices and 
inequalities of the New Economic Policy which 
have not only caused the NEP to fail in its twin 
objectives, but have also made it the chief cause 
of national disunity in Malaysia. 

When the NEP was promulgated in 1970, it 
had a two-prong objective of eradicating 
poverty, irrespective of race, and restructuring 
Malaysian society to eliminate the identifica
tion of race with vocation or location. But even 
more important than these two objectives is the 
NEP's overriding purpose of achieving national 
unity which has eluded Malaysia since Mardeka 
in 1957. 

The New Economic Policy, which had a 
time-span of twenty years from 1970-1990, has 
failed in its overriding objective of being the 
primary instrument of welding Malaysians of 
diverse rac.es. languages, cultures and religions . 
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into one Malaysian people with common 
identity, consciousness and sense of purpose 
although it had been in operation for 15 years. 

This is best illustrated by the admission of 
Barisan Nasional leaders, in partlcular by the 
Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Musa Hitam in 
July last year, that racial polarisation in Malay· 
sia had become so serious that it has affected 
school children! 

The New Economic Policy has not only 
failed to achieve national unity, it had become 
the most divisive force in the country creating 
even greater alienation and antagooism among 
the people. 

No Malaysian opposes the two proc:laimed 
objectives of the NEP to eradicate poverty 
irrespective of race and to restructure Malaysian 
soc:iety to eliminate the identification of race 
with vocation or location. 

After fifteen years of implementation of the 
NEP, it could be said without faar of contra· 
diction that the NEP had failed on both prongs. 
Hard core poverty, whether among Malays or 
non-Malays, had remained an intractable 
problem, with the gap between the rich and 
poor growing ever-wider under the NEP. The 
problem of the disparity between the Malay 
poor and the small group of NEP Malay rich has 
become most acute under the NEP. 

The second prong objective of restructuring 
Maleysian soc:iety has been implemented in a 
most discriminatory and selective manner that 
instead of creating national unity, greater 
division had resulted. 

The Barisan Nasional government should 
have realised that if the restructuring process is 
confined to certain sectors or groups within 
certain reces only, then it runs counter to the 
NEP's overriding objective of creating national 
unity, because it would be spawning new 
injustices and inequalities among Malaysians in 
the country. The civil service, polarised by 
discriminatory policies with regard to recruit· 
ment and promotion opportunities to non· 
Malay public servants; ethnic imbalances in the 
police and armed forces; and the virtual domi· 
nance of Felda schemes by one racial group, are 
some of the examples of how t he NEP has 
caused national disunity. 

Since the New Economic Policy was 
launched in 1970, one Prime Minister after 
another had pledged that in its implementation, 
the government would ensure that no particular 
group experiences any loss or feels any sense 
of deprivation! But this cardinal pledge and 
principle of the NEP seemed to have been 
ignored so often during the implementation 
stage that one is entitled to wonder whether it 
has become a policy decision. 

The case of the Boon Brothers petrol station 
in Sltiawan Is a very vood case of NEP injustice 
and inequality. The Boon Brothers had been 
operating a petrol station business for sixty 
years, but after the expiry of the Ieese of the 
petrol station, the Perak State Government 
refused to renew the lease to enable Boon 
Brothers to continue its long-standing tradi· 
tional petrol station business. 

Instead, the Perak State Government gave 
the lease to a bumiputra company, Manjung 
Development Sdn. Bhd., which had only a $4 
paid·up capital, to carry out exactly the same 
petrol station business! 

If t his is not NEP causing loss o r depriving 
Malaysians of thei r rights and t rad itional liveli
hood, I do not know what is. 

It is still not too late for the Perak State 
Government to honour the cardinal NEP pledge 
not to deprive Boon Brothers o f its rights. It 
should call up Manjung Development Sdn. Bhd. 
and get the company d irectors to agree t o 
return the lease to the government so that it 
coulc.J be renewed to enable Boon Brothers to 
continue its petrol station business, while the 
State government could alienate another piece 
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of land in Sitiawan to Manjung Development 
Sdn. Bhd. In this manner, the rights and 
interests of all parties under the NEP would be 
looked after. 

Lim Kit Slang 
Secretary-General 

Democratic Action Party 
Petaling Jaya 

Dangerous tantalum dump on 
Municipal Council land at Patani Road 

If you or any of your readers are users 
(pedestrian or motorist) or residents of Patani 
Road especially the area near the Balai Rakyat 
(Community Centre), beware! 

The land next to the Balai Rakyat belongs 
to the Municipal Council and has been leased 
out to a metal scrap dealer as a dump for 
tantalum - a radioactive mineral. 

It is ironical that the Council which is 
constantly taking action against unauthorised 
workshops or un licenced factories or other 
sources of nuisance, should allow its land t o be 
used as a dumping ground for such dangerous 
materials. 

The high zinc sheets surrounding the dump 
only hide from view the offensive ore, but offer 
no protection from t he cancer-causing radio· 
activity. 

Some disturbing questions have to be 
answered by our City Fathers, particularly the 
Municipal President and Secret ary:-
1. Why are the land leased out by private 

treaty and not by open tender? 
2. What is the relationship between the tenant 

and the Council's property manager? 
3. Why did the Council permit its land to be 

used as a dangerous dumping ground when 
it is fully aware that another of its proper
ties, the Balai Rakyat next door is fre
quently patronised by the low income 
group? 

4. What amount of insurance coverage has the 
Council purchased to offset claims in 
relation to bodily damage and mental pain 
caused by the radioactive tantalum dust and 
radiation? 

5. Whatever happened to Council's proposed 
recreation centre 7 

6. What compensation is t he Council going to 
pay to owners of land around the site of the 
proposed recreation centre for being 
stopped from carrying out their own 
development plans? 
Will the Minister of Housing and Local 

Government. the Minister for Science, Techno· 
logy and Environment, the Anti-Corruption 
Agency and the Penang State Government look 
into t h is abuse of power immediately before 
some unfortunate member of the public is 
afflicted with some form of cancer? 

Abdul Kad lr Rasul 
Penang 

The Samy Vellu Outburst 

The unprecedented outburst by Datuk 
Samy Vellu on d iscrimination against non· 
Bumiput ras in regard t o appointment and 
promotion in the Government service is but an 
expression of accumulated frustration . 

He as a leader of one of the component 
parties of Barisan Nasional and a Cabinet 
Minister is fully aware of and committed to the 
policies of the Government. But he fel t it 
timely and appropriate to express publicly his 
dissatisfaction over the manner in which 
Government policies are being implemented. 
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Undoubtedly, as a Minister, Datuk Samy Vellu 
would have exhausted all other avenues. 

There were mixed reactions to his state· 
mant, as had been expected. Encik Tamrin 
Ghaffar, while saying that Datuk Samy Vellu 
being a Cabinet Minister should not have 
resorted to the mass media to register his 
protest, did not make any effort to deny the 
practice of discrimination against non-Bumi
putras in the civil service. There was only one 
man by the name of Jamaluddin bin Mohd. I sa, 
the Secretary General of CUEPACS, who had 
the audacity to declare that there existed no 
such discrimination. His statement shacked 
hundreds of members of trade unions affiliated 
to CUEPACS. Soma even think that Jamalud· 
din is living in a fools' paradise. 

Datuk Samy Vellu is not the first person to 
have spoken out openly on this issue. In July 
last year, the Deputy Secretary General of the 
Ministry of Finance, Datuk Navaratnam 
touched on this frustrating practice of discri· 
mination in the civil service in a paper presen· 
ted by him to a seminar and which paper 
received wide publicity in the Malaysian press. 

Encik Ahmad Nor 

Commenting on Datuk Navaratnam's state· 
mant, CUEPACS President, Encik Ahmad Nor 
suggested that the problem could only be over
come if promotion was based on merit. not 
ethnicity (New Sunday Times August 12, 
1984). 

In November 1983, Sdra. A. Ragunathan, 
the General Secretary of Malayan Technical 
Services Union (an affiliate of CUEPACSI 
addressed a letter to the Deputy Prime Minister, 
extracts of which were published in the local 
press, alleging irregularities in a promotion 
exercise carried out by the Ministry of Works 
in June 1983 and requesting him to investigate. 

Several others are on record as having 
spoken on the subject at various forums. In 
feet it is not a matter that can be swept under 
the carpet any more, under the pretext of racial 
harmony. 

Nevertheless, it must be admitted that there 
is hardly any administration that does not 
indulge in favouritism and nepotism. But in the 
Malaysian civil service, it is becoming more and 
more glaring and manifest. 

Apparently, ethnic consideration overrides 
the Government's declared policy of giving 
better career prospects to officers with expe
rience and ability. 

It is time that the Government appointed 
an independent committee to enquire into the 
allegations made by Datuk Samy Vellu and to 
submit its recommendations with a view to 
restoring a happier atmosphere in the public 
service. 

K. George 
Kelang 

Communicat ions Behind Closed Doors? 

I refe r to the repo rt "UMNO Youth leader 
raps Samy Vellu over outburst" (Star: 
20/6 /85). 

I was indeed d i.sappointed with Encik 
Tamrin Ghafar·s outburst. His irrational 
response to Datuk Samy Vellu's complaints 
regarding the denial of job and promot ional 



opportunities in the service for non-Malays, was 
very uncharacteristic of Encik Tamrin. 

It is a pity that Encik Tamrin had over· 
reacted, especially when he was emerging as a 
responsible leader within UMNO Youth. He won 
my respect when recently he made a trip to 
Sabah to study complaints made by Datuk Harris 
Sallah agai11$t Datuk Pairin Kitingan's govern
ment that Malay Officers were either dismissed 
or demoted. At the end of his study trip he had 
made it known that there was no merit in the 
allegations made by Datuk Harris Salleh. 

I was very impressed with his approach 
which was very unlike that of his UMNO Youth 
boss, Encik Anwar Ibrahim. Encik Tamrin per
sisted in getting his facts straight first before 
~mmenting on Datuk Harris Salleh's a llega
tions. On the other hand, Encik Anwar i11$t&ad 
of ascertaining the facts went along with Datuk 
Harris Salleh's allegations. 

This is why I was very disappointed in Encik 
Tamrin's response to Samy Vellu. The first 
thing that he should have found out was 
whether there was any truth in the complaints 
made by Datuk Samy Vellu, rather than quarrel 
with him for speaking his mind publicly. 

If Datuk Samy Vellu was wrong in his com
plaints he should have been ticked off. If on the 
other hand, Datuk Samy Vellu was right in his 
complaints, shouldn't Encik Tamrin have con· 
fined himself to the right and wrong of the 
issue? 

Why is it important where a person chooses 
to speak rather than what he speaks? Why 
should we hide ourselves in the Cabinet Room 
in o rder to speak? Why should we confine 
issues to a select few? What is wrong if issues 
are discussed openly? Why shouldn't the 
citizens of this country also have their demo· 
cratic right in voicing their opinion? 

Most of our problems arise from the fact 
that there is no open discussion of issues. There 
is a lot of talk regarding right decisions being 
taken at Cabinet level but wrong decisions 
being implemented at the ground level. This 
kind of situation need not arise if discussions 
are held openly and decisions taken publicly. In 
such a situation everyone knows what was 
discussed, why such decisions ware necessary 

and how they should be implemented. When 
everything is out in the open, than extremists 
will find it extremely difficult to misinterpret 
policy decisions. Thi.s is the only way to weed 
them out and save ourselves from the impen
ding doom, which otherwise will surely over
take us. 

We are secretive about almost everything. 
We not only don't trust our citizens. we also 
don't trust our elected representatives. This 
distrust is not only confined to the elected 
representatives from the opposition but also 
extends to the representatives from the Barisan 
as well. Even important Bills are not announced 
or given out to the elected representatives 
before hand. The idea is to keep everything 
secret and among a few. This unhealthy 
practice has contributed to the mess we are in 
at the moment. 

When you i11$ist that issues must be 
discussed secretly, you a re in fact behaving like 
a thief. A thief wouldn't do anything openly. 
He has to be secretive. When you cheat, when 
you loot, when you commit corruption, when 
your intentions are not honourable, you are 
always secretive. But when you take decisions 
on behalf of a nation, when you speak for the 
people, is there any need to behave like a thief? 
Let us get away from this "thief mentality". 

We, as a nation, can only survive when we 
choose to be honest and open. Otheriwse, we 
shall be condemned to be ignorant even of our 
own impending doom! 

Freeman 
Penang 

Over $10 billion will be spent on the Bakun Dam Project in Sarawek. 

limit on Pensions: Politicians Should 
Set Example 

The proposal b.y Datuk Hassan Ibrahim t he 
Director of the Public Services Departm~nt's 
Pension Division, that there should be a limit 
on the number of pensions receivable by 
pensioners is a sensible one. 

There is no reason why people who are 
pensionable should not agree with this proposal 
which sounds eminently fair and equitable. 
Such a proposal, if implemented, will also save 
the country a considerable amount of money. 
It is ridiculous and unfair for some people to 
be getting double, triple o r even multiple 
pensions. It becomes a farce and a drain on 
public funds. 

Politicians - the Prime Minister, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, Ministers, Deputy Ministers, 
Parliamentary Secretaries, MPs and Menteris 
Beser, EXCO members and State Assemblymen 
- should be asked to set a good example on 
this miltter. AI the moment, a good number of 
former Ministers, Menteris Besar, State EXCO 
members and Members of Parliament and State 
Assemblies are receiving double, triple or 
multiple pensions every month. This sort of a 
bonanza is ridiculous and unjustified and ought 
to be done away with immediately. 

For instance, because of the multiple 
pensions they are getting, some former 
Ministers are being paid about $10,000.00 per 
month on pensions alone! Is that why some 
people seem to be so keen to become Members 
of Parliament, State Assemblies, Ministers, etc?· 

If elected politicians are really sincere about 
not sponging excessively on public coffers, then 
they should have absolutely no objection to a 
pensionable person getting only one pension. 
This is the real test of leadership by example. 

Fan Yew Teng 
Secretary-General 

Socialist Democratic Party 
Seremban 

Call For Public Discussion on 
Proposed Bakun Dam and 

Undersea Transmission Cable 

After a site visit to Sarawak by three of 
EPSM's Executive Committee members in early 
June, our 11th Annuel General Meeting on 
16th June unanimously adopted a resolution 
that: 
·•• EXPRESSES profound concern at the 

adverse environmental consequences of the 
proposed Bakun Hydroelectric Dam and 
undersea transmission cable to Peninsular 
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Malaysia; 
• DEMANDS the comprehensive Environmen

tal Impact Assessment be subjected to full 
public scrut iny before any final decision is 
taken on this approximately $10 billion 
project; 

• URGES the Government to publicly iden· 
tify who exactly will benefit/lose from this 
colossal project." 
We strongly believe that 11 full public discus· 

sion on this mammoth project is essential and 
overdue because of: 
1. the huge sums of taxpayers' funds that have 

a lready been spent on feasi bility studies 
(around $30 million) and the even greater 
sum that will be required to complete the 
project (over $10 billion according to some 
estimates); 

2. the high risk involved in building and opera
ting such a huge dam which will flood some 
600 sq. km. of virgin forests and farmlands, 
especially when its useful operating life is 
estimated to be 11 mere 50 years; 

3. the possibility that transmission losses will 
be around 200 megawatts (which exceeds 
Sarawak's current electrical consumption) 
and that the bulk of the electrical energy is 
for consumption on the Peninsula and 
Singapore; 

4. the gas pipeline that is already being 
planned from Terengganu and which could 
possibly supply the same energy needs with 
less social and environmental costs than this 
Dam and undersea cable (and perhaps with 
less capital expenditure!); 

5. other possible means of providing sus· 
tainable development to the longhouse 
residents, many of whom are reluctant to 
shift. 
EPSM believes that since this project is even 

more significant than the various urban master· 
plans and the Dangerous Drugs Amendment 
Bill (for all of which public consultations have 
been held), an exhaustive and thorough public 
consultation, both in Sarawak and the rest of 
Malaysia, should be the basic minimum require
ment for it. In the meantime it would be 
advisable to halt any detailed design until such 
time that a national consensus has been arrived 
at. Among the documents that should be 
immediately released should be the Environ· 
mental Impact Assessment and the Economic 
Assessment. 

We hope that both the Sarawak and Federal 
Governments will respond positively to this call 
of ours. 

Gurmit Singh K.S. 
President 

Environmental Protection 
Society of Malaysia (EPSM) 

Petallng Jaya 
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VItal Statistics 

Working For A Wage 

ng for a wage is a 
relatively new pheno
menon, especially in deve-
1 oping countries which 
until recently had largely 

subsistence' economies based on family 
labour and self-employment. Until about 
twenty years ago, a large proportion of 
our workforce too was still self
employed (See Table 1 ). By 1980, near
ly two-thirds of our workforce had be
come wage workers i.e. working for an 
employer in return for a remuneration. 
However, if this figure was to be com
pared to that of an industrializec;l eco
nomy such as the United States where 
nearly 90% of the workforce are wage 
workers, it can only indicate that the 
Malaysian economy has a long way to 
go along the path of commercialisation 
and capitalist penetration . I am not sug
gesting that this should happen. 

However, the rate of transformation 
into wage workers is rather uneven for 
different ethnic groups, with the Malays 
showing the lowest proportion of wage 
workers. Their concentration in the rural 
areas and greater access to productive 
assets such as land had enabled the 
Malays to resist change to their indepen
den-t smallholder status. In 1947, only 
17% of the Malay labour force was 
work ing for wages. However, w ith com
mercialisation of the rural sector, land 
became a scarce and highly priced re
source. Combined with uncertain and 
often falling commodity prices, the rural 
area could scarcely provide its popula
tion with a stable and adequate income. 
As a result, rural producers were literally 
pushed to sell their labour power in the 
towns. But because the manufacturing 
sector was still unable to provide rural 
migrants with adequate wage employ
ment prior to 1970, this resulted in high 
rates of urban unemployment. 
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Table 1(A) 

Labour Force By Employment Status, Ethnic Group 

c=J EMPLOYER/SELF- EMPLOYED 
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~WAGE EMPLOr'MENT ~ 



Table 1 

Mal'y 

1947 1957 1970 1980 194~ 1957 1970 1980 194i' ~957 1970 1980 1947 1957 1970 1980 

(0.3) ) 3 
) 
) 

Uopaid Family 46 7 
,?f., 

Worker ~· 

Wage Worker 17 , 41 46- 56 39 65 60 64 ·'* 77 87 80 83 33 57 55 62 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

Souree:Malr(a, A Report 011 the 1847 Centus of Populations Gener81 Report, Popuhrtion Census of MalaY5ia, 1i70, Vof. I (19n) p . 426. General 
Raport of dM Population Census1980, Vol. I (19831 p. 128, Department of Statistics, Kuala Lumpuf. 

It was only in the 1970s with more 
rapid i nfrastructural development that 
the labour transformation of the rural 
population was greatly accelerated. Be
tween 1970-1980 the proportion of 
wage workers out of the total Malay. 
Chinese and Indian labour force in
creased by 22%. 7% and 4% respectively . 
Lacking access to land and modern pro
ductive assets. the Indian workforce re
gistered the highest proportion of wage 
workers (83%) in 1980 while a lower 
percentage (64%) of the Chinese work
force went for wage employment. The 
proportion of wage workers was the 
lowest for the Malay population (56%) 
due to their still substantial tie to the 
land. 

What are the implicat ions of this 
change for the many individuals who 
-nake up the country's force? Deprived 
of the ownership of productive factors 
such as land, factories etc. wage workers 
are employees who are entirely depen
dent on someone else such as factory/ 
enterprise owners or the state. to give 
them a job. Whether we continue to 
work or not. the length of our working 
ife. our pay and conditions of work, 

even the number of times we go to the 
toilet during the work day - all these 
questions revolve around the relationship 
we have with our employers. 

In the rural areas, for instance, where 
ilore people are in control of the major 
productive asset, i.e. land, working life 
span can be prolonged. (See Figure 2) 
Producers themselves make the decision 
when they should stop working; the 
boss does not tell them. In addition, 
there is also greater flexibility in organis· 
ng. home and work life. Rural women 

Table 2: labour force particapat1on rates 
by age group, sex and stratum, Malaysia, 19QA 

Source! General Report of the Population Census 1980, Dept. of Statistics, Kua mpur,p.115 

therefore have higher participation rates 
in production than the urban women 
precisely because they have greater free
dom to organise production around 
domestic duties such as child caring. 
Where the drop in labour part icipation 
rates for urban females continues indefi
nitely because they are totally lost to 
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the work force after their first child, 
this is not so for the rural women. (See 

·Figure 2) Rural women often return to 
work after ch ildbirth. Capital ist penetra
tion therefore means lower economic 
participation for women and shorter 
working life for both males and females. 

e HingAi Yun 

Ali ran Monthly September/October 1985 



Human File 

Makcik Kecil 
A Life 

P
EOPL E call me Makcik 
Kecil because of my small 
stature but don't let looks 
deceive you. I don't know 
my actual age except that I 

am old now. [Her identity card shows her 
to be sixty-six years old.) I feel I'm too 
old to do all the hard work in padi (rice) 
planting and harvesting but I have to live 
and I am all alone. I divorced my last 
husband ... 

I was born here in Kampung Pandan (a 
small rural village). We were five children 
in the family. I am the fourth. The eldest 
was a boy but he was from a different 
father. My brothers all went to school but 
not the girls. The local teacher wanted 
my youngest sister to attend school but 
my mother refused. My parents were padi 
farmers. They had some land. When they 
died, the land was divided among us; my 
brothers had bigger shares. I was given a 
piece of land measuring nine depa [one 
"depa" measures slightly more than one 
meter). 

I myself have three children, all grown 
up now. I don't know how old I was 
when I first got married. It was arranged. 
His name was ldris. We were related . 
After marriage, I tapped rubber for a 
while for someone else. I was able to 
make one sheet of rubber a day. Then, I 
gave birth to a boy. He wanted me to 
stop tapping to take care of his child . 
After two years of marriage, he divorced 
me. He was a very jealous and possessive 
man. He wanted me to stay at home only 
and did not allow me to go anywhere. not 
even to visit my mother or sister. I went 
nevertheless. He would get angry and beat 
me up for being "naughty". I would take 
my child and "run away" to my mother's 
house. His mother would also get angry 
with me because he is left alone to cook 
for himself. One day. he just took the 
boy and left me after pronouncing the 
words of divorce "talak" three times. I 
was left all alone without any compensa
tion whatsoever, even financially. I did 

Aliran Monthly September/ October 1985 

not see my child again until three years 
later. My child is big now. He lives across 
the street from me but he doesn't show 
me any recognition. In fact, he even 
blames me for what happened. When I see 
him I want to cry. 

After the divorce, I went back to live 
with my mother. My father died shortly 
after my marriage. I started tapping rub
ber again behind my sister's house. I was 
able to get two sheets of rubber a day. I 
even travelled out of my kampung (vil
lage) to look for work, going as far as the 
river. 

It was the t ime of the Japanese occu
pation. Five or six months after my sepa
ration, I married again. I met him acci
dentally while visiting my relatives. He 
wanted to marry me, and I wanted to 
marry him also. He works with the ferry. 
In those times, we did not have a bridge 
across the river like now. We had four 
chi ldren, but two of my boys died be
cause of sickness. My second child was a 
boy named Abu Bakar. We built our own 
house, a shack, near the river. It is better 
to have your own house, no matter how 
small or poor, because you never know 
what might happen. Our house had ten 
pieces of atap for the roof. Abu's father 
died when our eldest child had not gone 
to school yet and forty days after the 
birth of our last child. Two of the chil
dren followed him three months later. I 
decided to return to the kampung be
cause I was frightened to live alone out 
there in the bushes. My children were still 
quite small then. I began to tap rubber 
again to support myself and my two kids. 
I wanted my children to go to school. 
However, my first child did not go be
yond Grade Three. 

I gave the house near the river to Abu 
Bakar when he grew up but he did not 
live there. He moved to Jerantut (a near
by town). He asked me to go with him 
but I did not want to. I have lived here all 
my life. 

I married again, for the third time, to 
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a younger man. He was a boy really. We 
didn't have any children. I thmk I was 
past child-bearing age. He was a very 
jealous person. I couldn't even ta k to 
anyone. I used to have my hair long and I 
would put my hair up in a bun. He didn't 
l ike that. We were not even married for 
two years. I chased him out of the house. 
It was not his house after all. He was from 
another state. But he was a proud and 
violent man. He would beat me until I 
was sore and swollen over. Finally, I com
plained and he ran away. Then he di
vorced me and returned to his state. I 
went to the court but he did not pay me 
anything. I don't want to marry again 
anymore. 

I have worked all my life and even 
now that I'm old I still have to work. But 
I have nothing to show for all my wor~. 
Right now, I am renting some padi land. 
My own piece of land has no irrigation 
system so I cannot plant anything on it. I 
have to pay the land owner four-fifths 
of all my produce as rent. I have just 
enough for myself. Life is difficult. 

I don't mind receiving some welfare like 
one other old woman in Kampung. I get 
some extra money from making mats. 
Abu gives me something. My daughter 
does not. That is because she belongs to 
someone else. Daughters belong to other 
people. They cannot help because they 
are not the ones earning. But my eldest 
son does not give me anything. He just 
looks. 

When I think about the past, I want to 
cry. Other chi ldren help their old parents 
out but not my eldest son. He just ignores 
me. 

I live alone and I prefer that. I prefer 
to stay in the place where I was born. It is 
not so diff1cult to find food here even 
though the land is not fairly distributed. 
Some people have more and others less. 
Some even have none. We should all 
share. The rich should give to the poor 
but this does not happen." • 

Lim Chin Chin 



Kebebasan . 

Media Massa 
dan Masyarakat 

Bertanggungjawab 
ed ia massa menpunyai 
peranan dalam mengem
bangkan masyarakat yang 
bertanggungjawab. Bagai
manapun, kemampuan 

media berbuat demikian berbeza di antara 
satu negara dengan negara yang lain ke
rana ini bergantung kepada beberapa fak
tor seperti iklim politik, ideologi, taraf 
masyarakat, pemilikan media dan sebag
ainya. 

Di Malaysia, misalnya, tidak kurang 
wujud beberapa faktor yang menghalang 
pengembangan masyarakat yang bertang
gungjawab. Akhbar-akhbar vernakular 
melayani kehendak-kehendak kaum ter
tentu yang secara langsung atau tidak 
langsung melambatkan perpaduan negara. 
Juga, akhbar-akhbar yang mempunyai 
pertimbangan komersial lebih cenderong 
melariskan akhbar dengan menghidang 
berita atau rencana "yang disukai ramai ". 
Hi dangan "popular" tidak semestinya 
boleh melatih pembaca bersikap kritikal. 
Pemilikan media massa oleh pihak peme
rintah atau rakan-rakannya JUga mem
pcngaruhi peqalanan media tersebut. 

Walaubagai mana pun, ada juga terdapat 
penerbitan-penerbitan yang diterbitkan 

oleh kumpulan-kumpulan tertentu seperti 
Aliran dan FOMCA. Tetapi edaran dan, 
oleh itu, kesannya adalah terhad, dan ini 
menyebabkan kumpulan-kumpulan ini 
masih bergantung kepada akhbar-akhbar 
harian komersial tempatan untuk men· 
yampaikan mesej-mesej mereka kepada 
masyarakat, walaupun adakalanya 
akhbar-akhbar ini tidak begitu minat 
menyiarkan mesej dari kumpulan yang 
kriti kal 'terhadap pemerintah. 

Media Massa Dan Kerajaan 

Perhubungan kerajaan dengan media 
massa terutamanya media cetak swasta 
adalah " sayang tetapi benci ". Sayang apa
bila dipuji dan benci apabila tersiar 
teguran. Maka berlakulah keadaan 
"kucing dan tikus" di antara akhbar dan 

Bahaglan I 
kerjasama penuh dari akhbar untuk mem
bantu mereka dalam memerintah. Akh
bar-akhbar tidak mahu dianggap sebagai 
warta kerajaan yang harus memenuhi 

segala kehendak kerajaan. 
Kerajaan Malaysia mahu agar media 

massa dijadikan agen perpaduan dan 
integrasi nasional. Suatu langkah yang di
ambil oleh kerajaan ialah memastikan 
harga su rat khabar di Semananjung 
mampu dibeli oleh kebanyakan pembaca 
akhbar Sarawak dan Sabah. Dengan kerja
sama dian tara penerbit-penerbit akhbar, 
pengedar-pengedar akhbar serta sistem 
penerbangan Malaysia (MAS), harga akh· 
bar-akhbar Semananjung telah diturun
kan. 

Laporan dari Kementerian Penerangan 
d i S imposium ke Arah Suatu Dasar 
Komunikasi Nasional, Ogos 6-9, 1983, 
berpendapat bahawa akhbar-akhbar di 
Malaysia memang berfungsi sebagai 
pemimpin sosial bagi mempengaruhi kera
jaan, sektor swasta dan rakyat. Pendapat 
ini berasaskan kepada wujudnya ruang· 
ruang khas yang tertumpu ke atas isu-isu 
semasa dan memberi kesan kepada ahli· 
ahli masyarakat. Ruang-ruang khas yang 

Hamdan Adnan 
dimaksudkan termasuklah "Gerak Kilat" 
(Berita Harlan); "Hotline" (Malay Mail); 
"Inquiry" (New Straits Times); "Probe" 
(New Straits Times) dan sebagainya 
telah bertindak sebagai saluran bagi rak
yat menyuarakan pendapat-pendapat 
mereka serta menarik perhatian organi
sasi-organisasi yang turut terlibat sama 
ada di pihak swasta atau kerajaan. 

Bagaimanapun, hubungan kerajaan 
dengan media massa boleh berubah dari 
positif ke negatif bila·bila masa sahaja. 
Kerajaan Malaysia telah berulangkali 
menuduh media massa swasta suka mem
buat liputan sensasi untuk melariskan 
jualan akhbar mereka. 

Juga, biasa dilaporkan bahawa media 
massa kerap mendapat arahan atau teguran 
dari para pemimpin atasan kerajaan. 
Ahli-ahli politik dan pegawai-pegawai 
kerajaan memberi label kepada akhbar
akhbar dan para wartawan. laitu "ber
tanggungjawab" (pro-kerajaan) dan 
"tidak bertanggungjawab" (anti-kerajaan). 
Berlaku juga keadaan di mana Kemen
terian Dalam Negeri dan Jabatan· 
Jabatan Kerajaan telah menelefon atau 
menemui para pemberita untuk diberi 

kerajaan. Kerajaan cuba mendapatkan Media m- dan masvarakat bertanggungjawab 
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"khutubah" kerana tidak puas hati den
gao apa yang telah dilaporkan walaupun 
fakta-fakta yang diberi benar tetapi boleh 
menimbulkan gambaran buruk. 

Akhbar-akhbar yang kerap mengulangi 
liputan sensitif akan diberi garis panduan 
rasmi. Misalnya, akhbar "The Star" pada 
3hb Januari 1985 meneri rna surat ama
ran dari Timbalan Menteri Dalam Negeri 
kerana dilihat memberi liputan pada isu
isu yang boleh memarakkan perselisihan 
kaum. lsu-isu yang dimaksudkan itu ter
masuklah kontrovesi Bukit Cina, Pem
buangan sisa nuklear d1 Papan dan kerugi
an $2 billion oleh "BMF" di Hong Kong. 

Kejadian atau isu yang dianggap oleh 
kerajaan a mat sensitif , media massa 
Malaysia telah dipujuk oleh kerajaan 
untuk "bekerjasama" demi kepentingan 
negara. Misalnya, "Krisis Perlembagaan" 
Perdana Menteri Malaysia sendiri telah 
menjemput para pengarang kanan keru
mahnya utnuk memberi taklimat menge
nai hal tersebut dan meminta jangan 
merrbesarkan isu tersebut. Di laporkan 
bahawa semua pengarang yang hadir 
merestui permintaan beliau. 

Bagaimanapun, Datuk Seri Dr. Maha
thir pada suatu sidang akhbar selepas 
mempengerusikan suatu mesyuarat Majlis 
Tertinggi Barisan Nasional (24/3/85) 
telah "berkata", kerajaan akan memikir
kan semula dasar liberalnya terhadap akh
bar kerana ada antaranya telah menye
babkan negara ini menuju ke arah cauvi
nisme, rasial isme dan ekstremisme. 

Beliau menjelaskan "bila saya mula 
menjadi Perdana Menteri, saya mengambil 
si kap yang sangat I iberal terhadap akhbar 
hinggakan lebih banyak KDN (permit 
penerbitan) telah dikeluarkan sejak tiga 
tahun lalu berbanding 20 tahun sebelum
nya". 

"Tetapi, sekarang saya dapati bahawa 
dengan sikap liberal itu, pihak akhbar 
tidak menghargamya l<erana ada orang 
boleh cakap sesuka hatinya dan tersela
mat dari akibatnya yang dikatakannya," 
tegas Perdana Menteri tanpa menujukan 
mana-mana akhbar. 

Be liau menarik perhatian peranan 
akhbar yang membesar-besarkan isu 
seperti Bukit Cina, Papan. Limau Manda
rin, Proton Saga dan College General se
hingga ia menjadi isu perkauman sehingga 
mengancam perpaduan negara (Utusan 
Malaysia, 25/3/85). 

Tajuk berita muka depan "The Star", 
25/3/85 pula tercatit "Jangan keterla
luan, Mahathir mengamaran akhbar" atau 
Bahasa lnggerisnya "Don't go too far, 
Mahathir warns the Press". 

Apa yang jelas perhubungan d1 antara 
media massa swasta dan kerajaan tidak 
akan tenteram dan ini tidak scrnestinya 
berlaku. Sclagi ada media massa yang 
berani kerana kebenaran. perhubungan di 
antara kerajaan dan media massa tidak 
akan stabil. Apa yang penting, kerajaan 
dan media massa harus jujur dalam 
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usaha-usaha mewujudkan masyarakat 
Malaysia yang bertanggungjawab. 

Undang-Undang Media Massa 

M a I aysia mempunyai berbagai-bagai 
undang-undang dan peraturan yang meng
awal kebebasan media massa. lni merang
kumi Akta Hasutan 1948 (Pindaan 1971). 
Akta Keselamatan Dalam Negeri (ISA) 
1960, Akta Mesin Cetak dan Penerbitan 
1984, dan Akta Rahsia Rasmi 1972. 

1. Akta Hasutan 1948 (Pindaan 1971) 

Akta ini telah dipinda selepas kejadian 
13 Mei 1969, melarang perbincangan 
umum ke atas beberapa perkara ber
ikut: 

a. Me mbangki t kan perasaan tidak 
suka terhadap Yang Di Pertuan 
Agong, atau mana-mana kerajaan 
dalam persekutuan, 

b. Membangkitkan perasaan negatif 
atau permusuhan antara kaum atau 
golongan penduduk yang mungkin 
menyebabkan kekerasan. 

c. Yang mendatangkan mudharat ke
pada keselamatan Persekutuan atau 
mana-mana bahagiannya, dan 

d. Mempersoalkan hak-hak atau keisti
mewaan yang dilindungi dalam 
Sahagian Ill atau Artikel 152, 153 
dan 154 Perlembangan Malaysia, 
iaitu hak-hak kaum bumiputra. ke
istimewaan Yang Di Pertuan Agong 
dan Sultan-Sultan, hak-hak men
dapat kewarganegaraan kedudukan 
Bahasa Malaysia sebagai bahasa 
rasmi negara dan agama Islam se
bagai agama rasmi negara. 

2. Akta Keselamatan Dalam Negeri (ISA) 
1960 

Akta ini memberi Menteri Dalam 
Negeri hak melarang percetakan atau 
penerbitan yang mempunyai perkara
perkara yang mengikut pendapatnya 
boleh membawa kepada keganasan se
hingga menyebabkan ketenteraman 
awam terganggu atau menimbulkan 
rasa benci di antara kaum. Adalah juga 
menjadi satu kesalahan untuk 
menyebar dengan mulut laporan palsu 
yang akan menimbulkan kecemasan 
awam. 
Di bawah I SA, seseorang yang disyaki 
menyebabkan "keganasan terhadap 
masyarakat dan harta" atau sebarang 
kegiatan yang mengancam keselamatan 
Malaysia atau perjalanan perkhidmatan
perkhidmatan perlu atau perusahaan 
ekonom1 boleh ditahan selama 60 hari 
untuk disoal tanpa surat arahan 
mahkamah. 
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3. Akta Mesin Cetak dan Penerbitan 
1984 

Tujuan utama Akta ini, yang meng· 
gabungi dua akta sebelumnya - Akta 
Mesin Cetak 1948 dan Akta Pengawa
lan Penerbitan I mpot 1958 - ialah 
mengetatkan kawalan terhadap media 
cetak. Ia merangkumi: 

a. Kuasa yang lebih bagi Menteri 
Dalam Negeri untuk mengliaramkan 
penerbitan-penerbitan atau rencana, 

b. Peruntukan bagi lesen-lesen cetak 
untuk dikeluarkan bagi tempoh 
kurang daripada setahun dari masa 
lesen-lesen sebelumnya, 

c. Mengeluarkan saluran-saluran untuk 
membuat rayuan kepada Menteri 
Dalam Negeri, dan keputusan beliau 
adalah muktamad. Dulu pihak ber
kenaan boleh merayu kepada Yang 
Di Pertuan Agong , 

d. Satu keperluan bahawa para pener
bit penerbitan-penerbitan mem
bayar wang cagaran yang jumlahnya 
tidak dinyatakan bagi jaminan ting
kahlaku yang baik, dan 

e. Kenaikan denda-denda untuk 
kesalahan-kesalahan di bawah Akta 
ini. 

4. Akta Rahsia Rasmi 1972 

Akta ini membawa kesan terhadap 
semua warganegara Malaysia, lebih
lebih lagi jika dikuatkuasakan sepenuh
nya akan menghalang keberkesanan 
waki l-waki l media untuk mendapat 
berita. Suatu warisan British yang 
digunakan sebagai menjamin kesela
matan, Akta yang dipindah oleh pihak 
pemerintah Malaysia ini bukan saja 
membuat usaha mencari dan memberi 
maklumat yang dianggap rahsia sebagai 
kesalahan tetapi juga menjadi kesalah
an jika gagal melaporkan orang-orang 
yang rnemintanya kepada pihak ber
kuasa. Secara teori, jika Akta ini 
dipatuhi sepenuhnya setiap rakyat 
Malaysia menjadi polis antara satu 
sama lain. 
Akta ini juga memberi kuasa kepada 
Perdana Menteri untuk menentukan 
apa dia rahsia rasmi, dan de~gan ini 
ramai wartawan mempercayai bahawa 
pegawai-pegawai kerajaan yang ramai 
begitu berwaspada dan bersikap lebih 
berjaga·jaga hinggakan melabelkan 
setiap fail "rahsia" sama ada perlu 

atau tidak • 

Penulis tetamu, Mohd. Hamdan Adnan ialah 
Ketua, Kajian Sebaran Am, ln51itut Teknologi 
MARA dan Presiden, Persatuan Pengguna 
Selangor dan Wilayah Persekutuan. 



Ethnic Relations 

Economic Development: the 
Non-Communal 

Approach 

I 
n the non-communal approach to 
economic development, economic 
philosophy, economic policies, 
economic planning, economic pro
grammes and economic implementa

tion will not reflect ethnic motives, 
biases or characteristics. 

It was British colonial rule that made 
communal ism part of the economy. This 
it did in 4 ways. First, by creating an 
enclave economy dominated by non
Malays as against a subsistence economy 
sustained by the Malay community. A 
wide chasm separated these two econo
mies. Second, by developmg the colonial 
economy in such a way that economic 
funct ion came to be identified with 
ethnicity. As a result, Malays, Chinese 
and Indians were invariably l inked to 
their respective economic spheres and 
roles. This is how the seed of communal 
compartmentalization was planted way 
back in the colonial era. Third, by bring
ing about some prosperity to the middle 
and upper strata of the urban, export 
oriented economy vital to colonial 
interests and t hrough neglect of the rural, 
subsistence economy the impression was 
created that the Chinese as a whole were 
rich while al l Malays were poor. This 
stereotyped view of r ich and poor has 
been responsible for a lot of communal 
thinking on the economy. Finally, in 
trying to camouflage the neglect and 
poverty of the vast majority of Malays, 
British rule provided them with so-called 
'special privileges' in land, scholarships, 
licences and in the civil service. Of course 
these special privileges meant very l ittie 
for the majority of poor Malays but they 
laid t he basis for the present Bumiputra
non-Bumiputra dichotomy in the alloca
tion of economic opportunities. 

In spite of Merdeka in 1957 these 
communal characteristics of the economy 
remained. This was because the Merdeka 
elites who ruled in t he first 12 years of 
Independence perpetuated the colonial 

economy with a few modificat ions. As a 
result, all the deficiencies of the past 
responsible for the communalizat ion of 
the economy - the ident ification of 
economic function w ith ethnicity, the 
emphasis upon the export-oriented 
sector, special privileges and so on -
continued to influence the pattern of 
development. The only important dif 
ference was that there was a rural 
development programme now which 
however fai led to come to grips w ith the 
root causes of rural poverty. 

More significant, however, the perpe
tuatiOn of the colonial economy meant 
that real economic power and control 
was in the hands of a minority. The 
foreign element - mainly British - was 
crucial within this minority especially in 
the first decade of Merdeka. Wealthy 
Chinese were also a vital factor. The 
majority however were largely poor and 
powerless. Since the Malays constituted 
an important segment of this majority, 
the Malay political elite wh ich was un
willing to effect a genuine transformation 
of the economy on behalf of the 
majority, chose to "protect" the Malays 
through educational quotas, special 
opportun ities in trade and industry, 
special access to land and capital and the 
like. The Malay el ite was doing what their 
Colonial masters did -except in a more 
comprehensive manner and perhaps w ith 
a greater sense of purpose. But it was an 
approach t hat was disastrous. For not 
only did it keep a substantial section of 
the Malay community poor, it also per
petuated the communal characteristics of 
the economy. 

The question is: why were the 
Merdeka elites unwilling to effect a major 
transformation of the economy? The 
simple answer is that they represented 
that stratum of society which benefitted 
most from the perpetuation of the 
colonial economy. This in turn was 
because of the nature of our lndepen-

17 

dence movement. It was one of those rare 
instances in the ant i-colonial struggle 
where groups closely associated with the 
colonial regime eventually came to 
power. Thus, the UMNO leadership com
prised aristocrats and administrators who 
were generally acceptable to the British. 
In fact , it was this group of Malays who 
pushed very hard for special privileges in 
the colonial period. The MCA leadership 
was made up of wealthy businessmen 
who enjoyed close links with British 
capital. Perpetuating the existing econo
mic system meant expanding their 
wealth. Similarly, the MIC leadership was 
supported by the middle and upper 
echelon of Indian society which was 
hardly antagonistic towards British rule. 
Why should such elites want to change 
the structure of the economy? Why 
should they even attempt to transfer 
wealth and power to t he majority? And 
yet without such a transfer to the 
majority, without a transformation that 
benefitted the masses, communal ism was 
bound to remain a potent force in the 
economy. 

If anything, there were certain trends 
that were developing in the first decade 
after Merdeka, which in the end moved 
the economy in an even more communal 
direction. As British ownership in certain 
sectors of the economy declined in the 
post-Merdeka period, the Chinese role in 
the economy became even more ubiqui
tous. This economic role, though linked 
at the higher levels to the Western capi
talist system, was domestically confined 
to the com munity. In wholesale and retail 
trade, in distribution and in tert iary 
activities, the network established was 
such that it was almost impossible for 
non-Chinese to participate effectively. 
There is no doubt that • this created a 
degree of communal resentment. 

Business. practices associated with 
individuals and groups w ithin the Chinese 
communi ty aggravated t he situation. The 
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community as a whole was wrongly per
ceived by others as set fish. greedy. 
acquisitive and materialistic. These 
perceptions should be contrasted with 
what the Malay community in particular 
saw as its own religious norms. Since 
interaction between Chinese business -
especially at the level of the shopkeeper 
- and non-Chinese individuals was perva
sive, a feeling developed t hat the 
economy was being maintained as a 
communal preserve. 

The inability of the dominant 
elements in the Chinese middle and upper 
classes to appreciate the need for greater 
Malay participation in the economy also 
contributed towards communal antago
nism. Hardly anyone bemoaned the 
paucity of Malays in commerce, industry 
and the professions. There were very few 
Chinese - or non-Malays for that matter 
- who regarded this imbalance as an 
injustice which had to be corrected. 
Except for certain opposition leaders and 
other dissidents. there was very little 
expression of concern for rural poverty 
within the non-Malay middle and upper 
classes in t he sixties. 

There is no denying that all this gave 
rise to the sort of resentment and anta
gonism on the part of a significant 
segment of the Malay community which 
in turn produced some of the very ethnic 
reactions of the post-69 period. 

Of course. even if there wasn't Chinese 
antipathy towards the Malay situation, 
there would still have been the New 
Economic Policy (NEP) with all its 
communal overtones. For the NEP whose 
real aim is to strengthen the Malay 
pos1t1on in the upper echelons of 
commerce, industry and the professions is 
the inevitable outcome of an economy 
dictated and directed by capital. In such 
an economy one should expect an 
emerging Malay middle and upper class to 
demand a bigger and bigger share of 
capital and all the power that goes with 
capital. And this is exactly what this class 
has been doing through all the special 
incentives and institutions provided and 
protected by the NEP. 

Since it is the Malay middle and upper 
class that dominates UMNO and since it is 
UMNO that dominates politics, the 
economic interests of this class reign 
supreme in the Malaysian society of the 
day. In the name of national unity and 
social stabi l ity, the well-being of this class 
is advanced. 

For this purpose. the communal 
approach to economic development has 
to be faithfully adhered to. The reason is 
obvious. To legitimile the pursuit of the 
interests of the Malay middle and upper 
class. one has to bring in the question of 
the poverty and deprivation of the 
majority of Malays. In other words. the 
impression is created that Malay capital is 
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being strengthened for the dignity of the 
Malay community and. in the final 
analysis. for the good of the country as a 
whole. Consequently. communalism itself 
is legitimized. Communal approaches are 
seen as just and fair. necessary and inevi
table. The state establishes institutions 
to cater for communal purposes. National 
revenue is util ised for communal objec
tives. Needless to say, in all these endea
vours, the state merely uses the 'commu
nity' label for the interests of the 
dominant class. 

As a reaction to this, the Chinese 
middle and upper class has, in the last 
few years. decided to organise Chinese 
economic power along ethnic lines. 
Institutions have been set up, ostensibly 
mult i-ethnic, but directed towards the 
Chinese community for the purpose of 
mobil ising Chinese capital. Educational 
projects, educational funds, trading out
fits. cooperatives and the like are all part 
and parcel of this gigantic endeavour to 
defend and advance t he economic posi

t ion of the community. It is as if the 
whole thing is a parallel effort on the part 
of a segment of the Chinese middle and 
upper class to match the government's 
attempt to enhance the interests of the 
Malay community. In a nutshell, it is 
Chinese corporate chauvinism versus 
Malay bureaucratic communalism. Domi
nant Indian elites have also got into the 
act now. In all 3 cases. it is apparent that 
the genuine interests of the poor and 
powerless majority have been subordina
ted to the well-being of the rich and 
powerful. 

It is all these developments in the last 
15 years or so which have communalized 
economic development beyond redemp
t ion. 

The dominant elites in each of the 
communities know that it is not in their 
interests for the poor and powerless to 
realize t hat the communal approach to 
the economy is against their real needs. 
This is why the elites have nurtured 
communalism into a comprehensive 
ideology, a total culture. Politically, it is 
sustained through the idea of ethnic 
uni ty - of Malay unity, Chinese unity 
and Indian unity. The ethnic parties and 
even some of the so-called non-ethnic 
parties give institutional expression to 
this idea. In this way. internal divisions 
and dichotomies arising from divergent 
socio-economic interests, are camou flaged 
through an obscurantist communal 
ideology. Cul turally. the ideology main
tains itself through exclusive, particularis
tic concerns that revolve around rituals 
and symbols. They serve to separate, to 
distinguish one group f rom another. 
Educationally, it is supported through 
separate schools and colleges catering for 
particular communities. 

It is this communal ideology. th is 
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communal culture that has given birth to 
ethnic polarization. Since the root of this 
communal ideology. is the communal 
economy, we can say that the communal 
economy is a major cause of ethnic 
polarization. 

There are those who argue that they 
are also against ethnic polarization. they 
are against communalism in the economy 
but they can't do anything about it. they 
are forced to adopt an ethnic approach to 
nation-building. since that is the reality. 

This is a very short-sighted view to 
take. It is in fact a superficial position to 
adopt. For it is we who create reality. 
Each communal move taken. whether it is 
a reaction or not. strengthens the com
munal reality. Besides, the consequences 
of the communal approach to economic 
development in particular are so devasta
ting that no Malaysian patriot should 
even try to rationalize it. More than that. 
as I have tried to show, the communal 
approach does not do any justice to the 
poor majority. In this connection, it is 
revealing that in the case of the Chinese 
community. the communal approach to 
economic development has actually 
w idened the gap between the rich and 
poor. In 1957/8, for instance, the top 
25% of Chinese households received 
65.2% of income within the community. 
By 1973. the top 25% received 67 .4% of 
income. On the other hand, the bottom 
40% in 1957/8, received 18.1% of income 
while the bottom 40% in 1973 received 

15.9% of income within the community. 
This shows clearly that income disparities 
have been growing within the Chinese 
community. There is no reason to believe 
that the situation has improved since 
1973 with the intensification of com
munal economics. If anything, with the 
emergence of gigantic Chinese corpora
tions. encouraged by the communal 
approach, it is quite conceivable that 
there is now even greater concentration 
of wealth in a few hands. 

There are individuals who would say 
that all this is convincing -that the non
communal approach is best - and there
fore we should get rid of quotas and 
special opportunities and the like. There 
is an element of naivety here. Our 
analysis has shown that quotas are merely 
the symptom; the disease is an unequal 
structure where the majority of a parti· 
cular community - the indigenous 
community -are poor and downtrodden. 
It is this poverty that creates the sort of 
insecurity that persuades segments of the 
community to seek protection through 
communal quotas. 

The real solution then lies in streng
thening the economic pos1tion of the 
majority. irrespective of ethnici tv. 
through -comprehensive reforms that deal 
with problems of ownership and control 
of land and minerals. big industries and 
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Opinion Poll 
The theme for the December Opinion 

Poll will be: 
Is the standard of education 

declining? 
It is generall y conceded that educa

tional facilities have expanded tremen
dously since 1957. Our schools have 
increased rapidly and education is now 
available even in remote areas. 

Many argue that this has been achieved 
at the expense oi educational standards. 
Is it true ·th~t the standard of education 
has declined? 

What are the causes and' what are tho 
remedies? 

Let 's have your views in loss than 500 
words before the 15th October 1985. 

Wr1te to: 
Opinion Poll 
Ali ran 
P.O. Box 1049 
Penang 
MALAYSIA 

We are looking forward to your views. 
They count wi t h A li ran. 

continued from page 18 

Economic Development: 
The Non-Communal Approach 

commercial enterprises. the product ion 
system and the distribution network. 
Individual fi rms. family enterprises, 
cooperatives. public corporations and 
state companies have all got their proper 
roles to play in this transfer of economic 
power from a minority to the majority. 
All the transformations that t his will 
entail can be accomplished through a 
non-communal approach. Why should 
there be any communal consideration at 
all when the aim is to provide food and 
shelter, education and health to everyone 
based on need and welfare? What is 
required among policy-makers and 
planners is an awareness of t he impor
tance of multi-ethnic participation in 
various economic activities. 

The pre-condition for the emergence 
of such a non-communal approach to 
economic development is the presence of 
a significant number of individuals and 
groups among both Malays and Chinese 
who are truly and totally non-communal 
in outlook. A non-communal Malay 
committed to meaningful social transfor
mation will not feel uneasy about 
strengthening small and medium-sized 
industries simply because many of them 
are Chinese. For him, the question of 
equity woi.Jid be more important. 
Similarly, a non-communal Malay would 
not regard the ethnic1ty of the person 

continued on p_age 20 
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ALIRAN 
PUBLICATIONS 

& Cassette Tapes 

TITLE 

1. OASAR-OASAR ASAS contains-an outl ine of 
AI iran's philosophy in B.M. 

2. ALIRAN SPEAKS a compilation of press 
state-nents. essays and speeches since the 
organisation's inception in August 1977 on a 
variety of social themes of great pUblic interest. 

3. CORRUPTION contains papers on various aspects 
of this social scourge presented by Ali ran officials 
and guest SPeakers at a seminar held in November 
1980. It is easily readable. informative and 
analytical. 

4. 6 CONTROVERSIES a compilation of 5 booklets 
entitled Iii Is South-East Asia safe? Iii) Why are 
People Poor? {iii) WhV are there not enough 
hooY-s? ( iv) Wheat i3 National Culture? {v) Why is 
there Communal Polarization? 

5. LIMA PERSOALAN is the translation of '5 
Controversies· into Bahasa Malaysia 

6. THEAN TEIK: THE OTHER SIDE QF 
DEVELOPMENT discusses the Thean Teik diSPute 
objectively and raises the question. "Development 

PRICE 

$ 0.70 

$10.00 

$ 4.00 

$ 3.50 

$ 3.50 

for Whom?" $ 3.00 

7. THE ARMS RACE: HUMANITY IN CRISIS 
reflects a common humanitarian viewpoint on the 
awful realities of modern warfare. It attempts to 
consider the transformat ion of man and society as 
the means towards achieving a worfdwide peace. 

8. WE SHALL OVERCOME - SONGS OF 
HUMANITY is a rich and var ied collection of 
songs deal ing with real itY. hope, frooctom, justice, 
unity. peace. compassion. etc. 

9. ALIRAN OUARTERL Y: 
(Bad Issues) VOL II '82 No. 1 

No.3 
No. 4 

1982, VOL 2, Nos. 1. 3 & 4 (3 issues) 

10. ALIRAN OUARTERL Y: 
(Back Issues) VOL Ill '83 No. 1 

No.2 
No.3 
No. 4 

1983. VOL 3 , Nos. 1. 2. 3 & 4 (4 i ssues) 

1 1. ALIRAN MONTHLY 
1 year's subscription - 12 issues• 

2 years' subscription - 24 issues• 

12. ea .. ne Tape 
AT THE CROSSROADS: 25 YEARS OF 
MEROEKA attempts to diagnose some of the 
abuses and the problems facing the nation. 
(Price inclusive of postage. ) 

13. c-no Tape 
JUSTICE BEFORE CO-OPERATION gives 
numerous examples of how Malaysia and other 
deve oping covnvies are conttoUed in many 
SPheros of activities by the powerful industrialized 
countries of the North. 
{Price inclusive o f postage.) 

14. C-tto Tope 
WHAT IS NATIONAL CULTURE: THE ALIRAN 
APPROACH examines the basis in the development 
of a culture. I t evaluates current trends and 
suggests an approach. 
(Price inclusive of postage.} 

15 C-tto Tape 
WE SHALL OVERCOME- SONGS OF 
HUMANITY 

POSTAGE CHARGES 

TOTAL 

• tnclusive of Bank Commission 
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$ 5.00 

$ 4.00 

$ 0.90 
$ 2.00 
$ 2.00 
$ 3.50 

$ 2.00 
$ 2.00 
$ 2.00 
$ 2.00 
$ 6.00 

$10.50 

$20.50 

$ 5.50 

$ 5.50 

$ 5.50 

$ 5.00 

NO. OF 
COPIES COST 
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Economic Development: 
The Non-Communal Approach 

heading a public ent~rprise as a vital" issue 
as long as the individual is competent and 
the institution achieves social justice. By 
the same token, a non-communal Chi'lese 
would give whole-hearted support to a 
marketing cooperat ive in the interest of 
justice even if it affects the status of some 
private Chinese rice-mil lers. Li kewise, a 
non-communal Chinese would endorse 
greater state control over excessive profits 
even i f many of the businesses affected 
belong to individuals from his own 
community. Most of all, a non-communal 

Ch inese would be quite enthusiastic 
about a bigger sl ice of public investment 
going to the rural sector even if the 
beneficiaries happen to be Malays because 
he knows that it is done in -the interest of 
justice. 

Creating a sufficient number of indivi 
duals and groups in all communities wi th 
such attitudes seems to be such a difficult 
task. This is why it is often said that non
communalism, like truth, develops at 
snail's pace while communalism, like 
falsehood, spreads like wildfire • 

Chandra Muzaffar 

The above essay was written for a seminar on 
Future Economic Developments in Malaysia 
organised bY the Penang Chinese Chambers of 
commerce in August 1984. 

Multi-ethnic participation in various economic activities 
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CURRENT COMMENT 
A record of Aliran's complete press -statements 

made in the preceding months 

The demolition of 2 Hindu temples 
in Seberang Jaya 

T he recent de mol i
tion of two Hindu temples in Seberang 
Jaya is another example of how easily 
power is abused these days. From the 
evidence we have the District Officer of 
Bukit Mertajam appears to have been 
quite irresponsible in his action. To argue 
that it was an 'accident' as the District 
Officer did a few days ago sounds more 
like an attempt to rationalize a misdeed 
after the event. 

The manner in which the demolition 
took place is equally regrettable. There 
was no prior notice or consultation with 
the residents, landless squatters as they 
may be. Despite numerous appeals to 
delay demolition unti l an alternative site 
for the temples be found, the District 
Officer chose to bulldoze his way through 
the religious sentiments of 2,000 resi
dents in his district. It is a pity that he 
has violated the very rights of the people 
whom he is bound by duty, to protect. 

It is also sad that only the representa
tives of the affected community have so 
far initiated any action, while the authori
ties. with the exception of a few, have 
maintained silence. Once again, a social 
problem has been "converted" into an 
ethnic one. 

Aliran urges the State and Federal 
governments to take a serious view of this 
matter. for such incidents serve to fan the 
fires of ethnic discord and worsen the 
state of ethnic polarization. Such callous 
deeds which go against the principles of 
Rukunegara should be checked. Govern
ment officials guilty of such irresponsible, 
high handed behaviour should be made 
answerable and justice should be restored 
to the wronged. 

1 July 1985 
Shanthi Ayinarappan 

Treasurer 

(The above statement did not appear in 
any newspaper- editor.) 

0 
Cut Down On Ceremonies 

$ ate governments 

spent on ceremonies and functions for 
Federal leaders who are after al l on 
routine visits to states within the Federa
tion. They are not foreign dignitaries 
visiting some other country. This sort of 
practice is unheard of in other federal 
systems. Even in normal times, such 
expenditure would be completely unjus
tified. In the economic crunch we are in, 
this is the kind of expenditure that the 
people would consider highly immoral -
especially when the government wants 
us to practise austerity. 

It will be observed that even at Federal 
level a lot of money is still being spent on 
opening and closing ceremonies. teas and 
banquets and seminars and conferences. 

The Federal and State governments 
must put a stop to all this. It is worth 
recalling, at this point that when Dr. 
Mahathi r Mohamad first assumed the 
Prime Ministership he pledged to cut 
down on ceremonies and functions. 

A li ran hopes that he will make good 
his word. 

3 July 1985 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President 

Aliran endorses Tun Hussein's Call 

F ormer Prime Minis
ter, Tun Hussein Onn's advice to the 
Government to be more open and forth
right with the people is both timely and 
appropriate. 

Like Tun Hussein, Aliran too feels that 
there is a great deal of reluctance on the 
part of the government to provide vital 
information to the public on matters of 
paramount national significance. Apart 
from the BMF scandal, the government 
has been unnecessarily secretive about the 
Sabah submarine issue too. 

Aliran therefore calls upon the Prime 
Minister to present a detailed report to 
the public on both these issues without 
any delay. He can do this through Parlia
ment when it convenes on the 1 5 July. 

As far as BMF is concerned, the public 
would like to know how much ground 
has been covered by the Ahmad Noordin 
Committee of Inquiry, what the obstacles 
are in prosecuting those who may be 
guilty and how the government intends to 
overcome these obstacles in the interest 
of truth and justice. There has already 
b~en too much foot-dragging and di lly
dallying in the BMF scandal. It is now 3% 
years since the scandal was first exposed 
and there has been no effective action 
against those responsible for t he crime. 
We cannot depend upon the authorities 
in Hong Kong to ensure that justice is 
done. It is the duty of the Malaysian 
government, more than anyone else, to 

... .. 
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are in the habit of organising elaborate, 
expensive welcoming ceremonies and 
other functions for Federal leaders and 
dignitaries. It is. in a sense, a little 
ridicu lous that so much money should be Tun Hussein Onn's call to the Government: Be more open and forthright with the people. 
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uncover the truth about the scandal. 
On the Sabah submarine issue, Aliran 

hopes t he Prime Minister will tell the 
public through Parliamern how the 
project was started, who were involved in 
it, the role of the Federal government and 
whether foreign interests were impl icated 
in any way. 

If the Prime Minister fails to provide a 
full and frank report to the nation on the 
BMF scandal and the Sabah submarine 
issue. it is very likely that the credibility 
of the government would be further 
eroded. 

4 July 1985 

0 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

The ASEAN Ministerial Meeting 

A liran commands 
the Prime Minister for emphasising the 
importance of trade within the ASEAN 
region in his address to the 18th ASEAN 
Ministerial Meeting in Kuala Lumpur 
yesterday . 

For if ASEAN is to emerge as a viable 
economic grouping, it is internal econo
mic relat ionships that should be streng
thened. Only in this way would ASEAN 
states be able to build resilient, self-

Attorney General, Tan Sri Abu Talib Othman 

rel iant economies. 
However. before there can be meaning

ful economic cooperation, there has to be 
a serious transformation within each of 
the ASEAN economies. They should 
cease to be export-oriented economies 
serving pnmarily the interests of Japan, 
the United States and Western Europe . 
There has to be a certain degree of de
linking from the international economic 
system before ASEAN states can begin to 
cooperate with one another. Indeed, if 
agricultural and indust rial production in 
each of the ASEAN states was concerned 
mainly with meeting the needs of the 
majority of the local population, it would 
be much easier for them to work in 
harmony and unison. 

Aliran also welcomes the plea by the 
Indonesian Foreign Minister, Professor 
Mochtar Kusumaatmadja . to ASEAN to 
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work towards a nuclear-free zone. Given 
the escalation of the arms race and the 
threat posed by a nuclear confrontation, 
the foreign minister's plea should be 
heeded. 

As a first step in the direction of 
creating a nuclear-free zone in ASEAN, 
the ASEAN Ministerial Meetin~ sh"ould 
resolve to ensure that military bases in 
the ASEAN region are not used to store 
nuclear weapons either clandestinely or 
otherwise. Equally important, ASEAN 
should resolve to deny all port facilities 
to nuclear capable warships from any 
part of the world. Unless there are such 
tangible measures, the Indonesian Foreign 
Minister's plea will remain a mere plea. 

9 July 1985 Execut ive Committee 

(The above statement did not appear in 
any newspaper - editor.) 

0 
No Jurisdict ion? 

W e are outraged at 
the statement of the Attorney-General 
that the Malaysian Courts have no terri
torial jur isdiction to t ry f ormer BMF 
officials for any offence at all in connec
tion with the huge loans given out in 
Hong kong. 

In the first place, t hese loans were 
released by agent s and officials of BMF. 
who are all Malaysian citizens, on pay
ment of certam gratification including 
consultancy fees for carrying out the 
t ransact ions. Apart from any other 
offence, loan transactions involving such 
gratification would constitute corruption 
Under Section 27 of the Prevention of 
Corruption Act. Malaysian ci tizens who 
commit corrupt practices outside Malay
sia may be prosecuted as if the corrupt 
practice had been committed within the 
count ry, if necessary after extradition of 
the offenders for trial in Malaysia. 

Further Section 3 of the Penal Code 
provides generally that any person , liable 
under any law to be tried for an offence 
committed outside Malaysia, shall be 
dealt with in the same manner as if such 
act had been committed within Malaysia. 
Obviously corrupt ion of Bank off1c1als 
must be distinguished from other 
offences such as breach of trust or 
bigamy which do not carry an element of 
national mtcrest. 

In any case. the Attorney-General 
himself has power to put the question of 
JUrisdiction beyond doubt by certifying 
that the offences committed by the BMF 
officials affect national security as the 
loss of $2.5 bil lion Ringgit has signifi
cantly damaged our economy. Thereupon 
these offences, by whatever name they 
are called, will be brought within the 
ambit of t he Extra-Territorial Offences 
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Act 1976 and may forthwith be tried in 
the Malaysian Courts, after extradition of 
the offenders. In fail ing to do so the 
Attorney-General is in effect disclaiming 
jurisdiction which he alleges is pre
determined by law. Like drug offences 
which are t reated by the Government as 
a security threat, corruption and mis
appropriation of publ ic funds are equally 
detrimental to national security. 

The Attorney-General has expressed 
confidence that the Hongkong police wil l 
take necessary action against the culprits 
in Hongkong yet he is doubtful whether 
material documents, mainly in the hands 
of Hongkong Police, wil l be made 
available in our Courts. There is simply 
no reason why the Hongkong authorities, 
with their deep concern for propriety in 
financial dealings, should be unco
operative in providing evidence for a 
corruption t rial in Malaysia. 

The sad thing is not that our courts 
lack jurisdiction but that t he government 
lacks the ethical and moral wil l to bring 
the culprits to book, despite repeated 
protestat ions of their determination to do 
so. Let us bear in mind that in the life of 
nations moral decay often precedes 
economic ruin. 

11 July 1985 
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Gan Teik Chee 
Hon. secretary 

An Appeal to the Pardons Board 

A liran joins the Bar 
Council in its appeal to the Pardons 
Board to re-consider the petition of S1m 
Kie Chon, 28. for commutation of his 
death sentence. 

If justice and compass1on, which are 
fundamental values in a society like ours. 
are important to the Pardons Board 1t 
would not hesitate to reconsider Sim's 
petition. It will be prepared to com mute 
his death sentence. 

By rejecting Sim's petit ion, the 
Pardons Board has conveyed the Impres
sion to the public that t operates on the 
bas1s of double standards. For the 
Pardons Board saw it fit to accept the 
petition of Datuk Mokhtar Hash1m, the 
former Minister of Youth, Culture and 
Sports for commutation of his death 
sentence when his crime was far more 
serious than Sim's. Datuk Mokhtar was 
found gu1lty o d scharg ng a f1rearm and 
ki lling another person wh·te Sim was 
charged with the mere possession of an 
unlicensed firearm. 

The public would regard it as unJust 
and unfair that Sim should die while 
Datuk Mokhtar lives. The public cannot 
be blamed if they come to believe that 
there is a strong element of bias in the 
application of the principle of justice. 
They will conclude that 1n our system the 



Lawyer Karam Singh outside the Supreme Court 

Sim Kie Chon: Justice to be tempered with mercy and compassion. 

powerful are protected while the power
less are punished. It is this sort of 
injustice that the Prophet Muhammad 
warned against when he said, "Society 
must surely disintegrate when those who 
are supposed to uphold justice are lenient 
with the powerful for their misdeeds but 
harsh upon the weak for their wrong
doings". 

B~sides, the law under which Sim was 
sentenced is itself widely regarded as 
unjust. If it had not been for that unjust 
law, the court, given the evidence before 
it, might not have sentenced him to 
death. This is why, the Pardons Board 
should have gone out of the way to show 
mercy and compassion. It would have 
enhanced the stature of the Board as an 
institution capable of compassion what· 
ever the nature of the laws of the day. 

For these reasons, Aliran once again 
appeals to the Pardons Board to reconsi
der Sim's petition. If it fails to do so, 
Ali ran predicts that a deep sense of moral 
outrage will develop among the people. 

25 July 1985 

0 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

The Sim Case: Second Appeal 
from Aliran 

A iran has just sent a 
telegram to His Majesty, the Yang Di Per
tuan Agong, appealing to him to commute 
the death sentence imposed on Sim Kie 
Chon. 

Aliran had already made an appeal to 
the Pardons Board on 25 July 1985 to 
reconsider Sim's case and to recommend 
commutation of the death sentence. 

In Aliran's telegram to the King, an 
appeal was also made to commute the 
death sentence of all other prisoners 
charged for illegal possession of firearm 
under the I SA. 

This commutation of death sentences 
could take place on National Day. It 
should be part of a general amnesty under 
which political detainees should also be 

released unconditionally. 
Granting amnesty on national day is a 

well known practice in many other 
countries. Aliran appeals to His Majesty 
to use that auspicious day to demonstrate 
to the world that our commitment to 
justice is tempered with mercy and com
passion. 

Aliran calls upon Muslim, Buddhist, 
Hindu, Christian and all other religious 
organisations to support the call to 
commute the death sentence imposed on 
Sim Kie Chon and to grant a general 
amnesty on National Day, 31 August 
1985. 

1 August 1985 

0 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

The Sirn Case: The Triumph of 
Multi-ethnic Attitudes 

A nran commends 
PAS for adopting a highly principled 
stand on the Sim Kie Chon case. By 
appealing to the Pardons Board to 
commute the death penalty imposed on 
Sim, PAS has proven to the nation that it 
adheres to a genuine Islamic conception 
of justice and compassion. 

By joining the appeal on behalf of 
Sim, PAS has also shown the chauvinists 
and bigots in power, that the issue trans
cends ethnic boundaries. Indeed, it is 
certain people in power - rather than 
those concerned about justice and com
passion -who are trying to transform the 
Sim case into an ethnic controversy. It is 
these chauvinists who pose the greatest 
danger to the peace and the well-being of 
the nation for they constantly remind the 
people of the 'May 13th' riot. 

In spite of these chauvinists, different 
ethnic groups have evolved a common 
perspective on a major national issue 
motivated by the principles of justice and 
compassion. This is a matter of great 
pride to our people. It is a healthy sign. 
Aliran as a multi-ethnic movement, 
pledges to continue to struggle against 
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chauvinism so that our people will be able 
to think and act on the basis of common 
spiritual values. 

In this regard. Aliran calls upon other 
organisations, especially those outside the 
electoral arena, to come forward and 
support Sim's case. They should appeal to 
the Pardon's Board to commute the death 
penalty imposed on him. They should 
appeal to the Yang Di Pertuan Agung to 
commute not only Sim's sentence but 
also grant a general amnesty on Merdeka 
Day to all those who are facing the death 
penalty in connection with the ISA. The 
law under which they have been found 
guilty is itself unjust. 

It is crucial that Malaysians take a 
stand on this issue for what is at stake is 
the very concept of justice and its imple
mentation. We must never tolerate an 
arbitrary interpretation of justice that 
protects the strong and punishes the 
weak. 

6 August 1985 
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Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

Ethnic Polarisation in Schools 

w hile AI iran wei· 
comes the move to integrate schools 
through the sharing of a co-curriculum 
as well as facilities, resources, experience 
and expertise. we feel that the approach 
suggested by the Education Minister does 
not tackle the root causes of ethnic pola
risation in schools. 

Unless young Malaysians are made to 
feel that they are one, it is difficult to 
integrate them. The present policy of 
dividing them along ethnic lines should be 
discontinued. 

When it comes to loans and scholar
ships, students should be treated equally 
and the only criteria should be need and 
academic performance. 

At the same time. there should be a 
serious attempt to bring about change to 
our curriculum in such a way that 
common universal values are reflected in 
some of the subjects taught, particularly 
history, civics and literature. 

In addition to this, students should be 
given sufficient exposure to each others' 
religions and culture through various co
curricula activities. In this connection, 
the teachers have an important role to 
play. They should encourage interaction 
among students of different ethnic origins 
and religious affiliations. In this way, the 
students would develop a greater sense of 
tolerance and respect for each other. 

However, in the ultimate analysis 
ethnic polarisation in schools.cannot be 
overcome without tackling ethnic polari
sation in the larger society. 

7 August 1985 
Mustafa K. Anuar 

Exco Member 
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Thinking Allowed 
A doter look at what people uy and do the world over 

Agriculture Minister Anwar Ibrahim 
cautioned that it was a 'sin' for 

farmers, fishermen and companies not to 
repay their loans. 

"A debt is still a debt and it has to be 
settled," he added. 

In these post-BMF days, such state· 
ments are always useful for a 'sin' is still a 
'sin' irrespective of whether you are a 
small fry or a big fish. And it's a greater 
'sin' if justice is still not done with re· 
gards the BMF scandal. 

Talking of BMF reminds me of the re· 
cent public order exercise which was 
launched throughout the country for 
three days. This exercise, we were told, 
was aimed at testing the security forces' 
efficiency and effectiveness in controlling 
a situation which would jeopardise 
'national security '. 

As part of the programme, mock 
'rioters' and 'demonstrators' demanding a 
truly 'clean, efficient and trustworthy go· 
vernment' and asking for justice to be 
done to the BMF case were made practice 
targets for the soldiers. This is really put· 
ting things upside down. For concerned 
citizens who sought justice were made to 
be seen as financial culprits and a threat 
to the nation's stability. After this event, 
one begins to wonder whether asking for 
justice can make us look like 'sin-fools'. 

0 

People, warned MC.A Acting President 
Datuk Dr. Neo Vee Pan, should not 

pursue material luxury at the expense of 
morals. Instead, he urged Chinese Malay· 
sians to give equal emphasis to pursuing 
moral advancement and getting material 
luxury. 

This is good advice indeed. But if the 
present trend in the country's political 
arena is anything to go by, many politi· 
cians are apparently bent on advancing 
their material interests and consequently, 
making moral and spiritual pursuit a 
luxury. 

Anwar Ibrahim on repayment of loan to 
farmers, fishermen and Companies. 

R ape victims have themselves to 
blame, says the Deputy Home Affairs 

Minister. They somehow provoke the 
('helpless'?) men, he adds. 

This, as many women groups and 
others have pointed out, is not a fair 
statement at all , to say the least. But if 
there's anything that befits such thinking, 
it's certainly Malaysia as a country. 

Malaysia, offers relatively cheap elec· 
tricity and telephone rates, tax holidays 
and good infrastructure to lure foreign in· 
vestors into the country. 

Not only that. Malaysia has 'seduced ' 
foreign investors with its traditionally 
docile female workers (and this docility is 
maintained and cultivated in some cases) 
who are generally not well organised. It is 
reluctant to allow the setting up of strong 
and vigorous trade unions. Malaysian 
labour is relatively cheap; and there is no 
minimum wage requirement in the private 
sector. 

Unless this kind of 'incitement to 
carnal knowledge' is checked and arrest· 
ed, it would not be an exaggeration to say 
that Malaysia's resources, human, natural 
and fi nancial, might just be screwed up in 
the long run. 

A Filipino newspaper, Business Day, re· 
ported that President Marco's pro· 

posed national budget for 1986 contains 
some MS ·52 million for 'intelligence' 
funds which he alone can use and is not 
subject to accountability. 

The funds, which have been classified 
as the president's approved 'confidential 
and intelligence' activities, were said to be 
bigger than the budget of the office of 
the Prime Minister, the National Assem· 
bly and four ministries. 

For a country that is going through a 
recession and serious financial difficulties, 
such spending by its leader on his per· 
sonal (i.e. 'country's) safety is mind blow· 
ing. It is quite possible that the whole 
nation's security and stability can be 
shakened by the free and big spending 
activities of its president, especially when 
the money spent is not accounted for . 

Activities such as this can develop a 
certain trend; the people's confidence in 
the government will be eroded while the 
intelligence of their leader will decline. 
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S ingapore's First Deputy Prime Minis· 
ter Goh Chok Tong asserted that the 

British-style system of government in the 
island republic has a fatal flaw because " it 
could allow a change of government". 

He stressed that this 'structural weak
ness' could endanger Singapore's political 
stability and that its prosperity could be 
assured only if it had a 'mainstream' 
party, like the ruling People's Action 
Party (PAP), returned at every election. 

What Mr. Goh was trying to say is that 
Singaporeans should, - if not must -
vote the PAP if they want 'progress' and 
'stability' all the way. 

Needless to say, this kind of 'argu
ment' could lead the islanders progressive
ly towards a dictatorship with the PAP 
(the 'country' that is) becoming very 
stable in the long run. No wonder this 
idea sounds very pap. 

Mustafa K Anuar 
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