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Industrialisation
& Development
he launching of the Buy Malaysian
Campaign ra1ses a number of important points which should be
•
considered. The considerations are
important because they possess a direct
bearing on who benef1ts from industrialisation and development and the effects
which both have on the qual ity of human
lives.
On the face of it one would want tci
welcome the campaign for local products.
Firstly, it is a clear step in the direction of
nurtunng a more self-reliant economy. It
is good that the country would wish to
have greater control over its own economy by putting a stop its highly vulnerable
position whereby the value of its exports
(much of it raw materials) is controlled in
the international market by more developed and stronger industrial economies.
Secondly, the local products campaign is
one way of improving the nation's balance of payments. It is necessary that a
country like ours, like many other Third
World nations, breaks from that colonial
heritage which demands that we produce
what we do not consume and consume
what we do not produce.
It would be unfair however to look
upon the campaign as something which
will bring about a holistic transformation
of soc1ety. It didn't start out to be that in
the first place. On the other hand it is
also entirely necessary t hat the local
products campaign be seen from the
wider viewpoint of the type of development it advocates and perpetuates. My
opinion is that the local products campaign should be an integral part of a
larger programme for fundamental and
structural changes to the way in which
society is put together. Such a programme is missing.
The Manufacturers Firstly, let us
examine the notion of foreign and local
manufacturers. As far as large scale manufacturers are concerned whether they are
local or foreign bears no relevance the
moment one considers that neither one of
them is necessarily sensitive to the needs
of the poor or to the rights of the
environment. What difference would
there be for the labourer or the farmer if
products which used to be fore1gn and
inaccessible remain inaccessible after they
become local? Would he or she benefi t
from knowing that the goods which he or
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she can afford are now locally manufactured although they still cost the same?
What would distinguish the local from the
foreign producer if both employ technologies that are wasteful of the earth's
resources and violent to the environment?
Indeed, in certain areas the distinction
between local and foreign manufacturers
becomes even more nebulous as many
products are locally produced under
licence from an overseas parent company.
There is no guarantee that local products will be significantly cheaper than
foreign ones. Both types ·of manufacturers would be equally motivated by the
maximisation of profits and market
forces and not by the human needs of
~ciety. Indeed, people have been urged to
invest in the future by paymg more for
local products in order that they may
benefit later. There can be two supporting arguments to this. One, that local
manufacturers after havmg established
themselves through a period of rapid
growth from the surge of demand for
local products could then be depended
upon to scale down prices thus benefiting
the consumers. Conce1vably, a large and
established industry could afford to do
this. But it also depends very much on
the willingness of the owners of the
industry to reduce prices and hence profit
margi ns. Have local manufacturers exhibited a higher level of nobility than their
foreign counter - parts to the extent that
they can be less profit onented and more
sensitive to the hardships experienced by
the lower income groups? If they haven't
then there can be no basis to this proposition.
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The other argument for paying more
now to benef1l lat~r i~ lhol ~aviny:. un
foreign exchange and trade invisibles will
ultimately benefit the people in the form
of development projects and thus take
the country a step nearer to its objective
of becommg an industrialised nation
When it comes to a proposition such as
this one really has to sit back and take a
good look at 1t m all its economic, social
and cultural dtmensions.
Is There Justice? Firstly, one needs to
consider the question of economic jus• ce
which the present mode of development
offers. Desptte having pursued a mode of
progress which depends heavily on capital
and its accumulation and the subsequent
creatton of a wealthy and influential
minority. we are still seriously faced with
the harshness and inhumantty of poverty,
both absolute and relative. While the
buying power of the affluent and middle
classes has increased, the condition of the
less privileged has not shown the same
improvement. Despite numerous road
buildtng, irrigation, bridge building projects and most conspicuously, concentrated urban development typtfied by tall
bui ldings, the bottom 40% of the population accounted for on ly 10.3% of the
nation's income in 1976 as compared to
15.9% in 1957/8. The creafon of an
affluent local elite has not meant much to
the poor plantation worker, the fisher·
man nor the oil palm smallholder.
If this is any indication of the rate at
which wealth trickles down to the dtsadvantaged then the conclusion would be
that the establishment of local industrialisatton per se within the existing frame-

It is not the employer who pays the wages - he only handles the
money . It is the product that pays the wages.
- Henry Ford
work o• progress would do little to
overcome continuing economic injustices
but rather sustain the self-perpetuating
obscenitv of poor people in the face of
growmg but limited affluence. It is obscene because unnecessary poverty anywhere in the world does not affirm the
Divine in Man. It is obscene because the
subservient position of the poor in relation to the rich does not hold upright the
sacredness which is intrinsic in the relationship between the Divme and Man and
hence in human relationships. In th1s
sense asking the people to "sacrifice" by
paying more for local products in the Buy
Malays1a1 Campaign in order to benef1t in
the future makes no sense for to sacrifice
is to make sacred and one cannot perform
a sacred act by contributing to a system
which is unjust.
The above critique of the present
mode of industr alisation and development which includes projects for infrastructural development is not to deny the
importarce of road and transportational
development especially in the rural areas
or hospital and educational facil ities.
Rather, the point is that although such
forms of physical development (not including those large scale works such as
prestigious buildings and bridges) are
good in themselves they need to be
integrated into a larger community development programme which aims to put the
tools of development and the means of
sustaining human dignity in the hands of
the ordinary person. We shall consider in
a little while alternatives wh1ch are being
put into practice in other parts of the
world -alternatives to the present system
which severely restricts opportunities to
develop economically as well as reduces
control over one's life.
The Present Mode of Development The
form of development pursued by many
developing countries is quite fami liar to
the world. For it is the form of industrialisation pioneered by the West. Ours is no
exception. One of the major characteristics of such development is its careless disregard fo' the earth's resources. The energy
crisis had to translate itself into a tangible
economic threat before it actually began
to dawn on the developed countries that
there is an unavoidable limit beyond
which Nature cannot tolerate the plunder
of its ron-renewable energy resources
such as oil and coal. Energy intensive
large scale industries have been forced to
1n1t1ate research into energy saving
methods while governments have had to
consider alternative sources of energy.
Unfortunately, the major thrust of nuclear
power - a form of energy which is r.~t

The Whole Wide World Is Terrible

The whole wide world Is terrible;
The litter is unbearable;
The bottles aren't returnable;
The empty cans aren't burnable;
The sonic boom's incredible;
The tuna isn't edible;
The off-shore rigs are leakable;
The billboards are unspeakable;
The slumlords are incurable;
The smog is unendurable;
The phosphates aren't dissolvable;
The problems don't seem solvable;
The mess is unforgivable;
Let's race it-life's unlivable.

only highly undesirable in terms of radioactive wastes and pollution and the risk
of nuclear proliferation in the arms industry but also in terms of its disharmonious
nature. Unlike traditional sources like oil,
coal or wood, nuclear energy is not part
of the solar cycle of existence in which
animal and plant life are inextricably
linked to energy from the sun in their
cycles of life, death and decay.
Just as the earth's limited supply of
non-renewable energy resources has been
exploited with scant regard for the indivisible coexistence between Man and
Nature, similarly, the practice of modern
technology has been a depressing testimony of modern Man's capacity to abuse
technology to serve his own ends in
complete disregard of its effects on the
environment. Thus pollutiOn IS no longer
a local problem faced by a highly industrialised locality but a problem assuming
global proportions. Given the inter-connectedness of our existence, beyond a
certain threshold (which I believe has
been crossed) an act of violence committed against the natural environment in
one part of the globe cannot take place
without an adverse effect on the lives of
people living elsewhere. In violating the
sanctity of Man and Nature, 'progress' as
we know it has been violent against both.
Thus if we continue to conceive of
industrialisation within the existing dominant modes of technology and the
attendant abuses on Nature then our
country will be no less guilty of such
violence.
More than just being energy intensive,
modern technology has developed in a
manner that has made capital ownership
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an imperative before that technology can
be acquired or upgraded . The complexity,
scale and cost of modern technology
whether It is agricultural processing, food
production or industrial ma1ufacture
makes it totally inacessible to the vast
majonty of people who depend on it for
a living. It is only those minority groups
of cap1tal owners including State owners
who have any chance of owning production processes. Hence, they are able to
maintain an unhealthy grip on the wages,
working hours and work place conditions
of an enormous number of people. The
position of the disadvantaged majority
then remains as it is- disadvantaged. Por
without direct access to, or a share
ownership of, the means of production it
becomes extremely difficult to uplift
one's social and economic condition. One
is left to the vagaries of industry and a
market orientated to the wants of the
better off. Nutritional and material inadequacies collaborate to ensure that the
disadvantaged continue to compete in the
field from behind. ·The inhunanity of
Man against Man cannot however be fully
apprehended by dichotomies between
owners and non-owners of technology
and production processes. In its root the
problem is a moral one, it is spiritual, it is
a problem that has to do with modern
civilisation's defiance of sacrosanct
human values, it is a proble11 which
obtains from an under-developed sense of
Transcendent Unity which makes all of
existence sacred. Thus, progress today
pursues not cooperation but competitiveness, it pursues not equality but
superiority. not moderation bu: acquisition and greed, not the development of
people but the perfection of goods and
systems. It cannot be termed as 'advancement' when the rich continue to seek
wealth while others struggle for an existence; when moral sense and values take
back seat to the attainment of ends.
We are now at a stage where dec1s1ons
have to be made on depletin;J energy
resources, on forms of technology and
their accessibility, on the way in which
society is structured, life-styles and values
and the place of religion and spirituality
in modern society. The developed nations
are at such a cross-road. The aping developing nations have succeeded in this
particular aspect by pulling on par with
developed countries and arriving at the
same cross-road. It is in fact a global
challenge. It is a global challenge in which
choices contrary to prevalent not1ons of
developmP.nt need to be made.
An Alternative It is clear that the Buy
Malaysian Campaign as is presently mooted is but another reflection of the type
of developmental thinking that the present leadership subscribes to. It forebears
industrialisation and development of the
sort which gives its greatest benefits to a
few because the majority have no share in

Aliran Monthly July/August 1985

the ownership of those manufacturing
facilities that produce the local products.
To change such a situation questions of
ownersh p and technology have to be
considered.
Ownership. The most logical alternative to the present system of minority
ownershiP is not to have the State take
over ownership but to establish forms of
direct common ownership. People organised in decentralised small communi·
ties (as opposed to large urban concentrations) should be able to commonly own
and run their local manufacturing indus·
tries. Instead of a single owner or a small
• group of owners holding sway over others
on questions of wage and work condi·
tions, choice of products and production
techniques the people themselves will
make ccnsensual decisions. Earnings will
be shared or invested or even developed
into a common fund for health, education and housing. In this way people will
be given the opportunity to integrate
their working lives with their other fundamental necessities thus making way for a
more wi"olesome life-style.
The idea of locally owned and local ly
run sma I industries is more than a purely
economic argument. As has been pointed
out by others, modern Man is alienated
not only from the process of production
but also from the objects produced. One
lives in a throwaway society where
a broken jug can be discarded and
replaced without any sentimental sense of
loss while fashion encourages us to discard what is not even broken or worn
out. This detachment beween objects and
one's inner awareness reduces also t he
value of gifts for as is often done, a gift
can simply be bought off the rack without reducing one's own possessions. If
however members of a community share
in the ownership and management of
their local manufacturing industries then
one could expect a measure of the reinstatement of people's sense of relation to
objects and more importantly to their
labour in the production process. Translated into economic terms this can lead to
more efficient industries. In this sense
small scale industries would be more
logical than State industries. The worker
on a production line in the Soviet Union
for instance though in a remote sense a
part owner of the cars he is helping to
produce, does not however, have a say on
how they are to be disposed of.
There are however at least two obstacles which need to be overcome before
small scale industries can gain a foothold.
First, the wider social environment has to
change to adopt on a large scale, smal l
scale communities and industries. In all
probability the initiative for such a transformation wi ll not arise from government
nor from the present owners of industry.
Rather it will have to come f rom concern·
ed citi zens and/or from workers in an
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ai Iing economy. Secondly, technology
will have to be developed into new forms.
Technology No small scale industry
can be successful if people simply.
chose to undertake production processes
in their present form; for the present
technology pursues the perfection of
efficiency and not the development of
people, its cost is tai lored for access only
to corporations not cooperatives, it is
centred on non-renewable energy resources and violent to the environment
and it doesn't always produce socially
just and useful products.
An alternative technology for use by
small communities would have to be none
of the above.
As an example of a scaled down
industry which would fit in with a decen·
tralised social structure one can cite the
mini-cement plants as described in the
book Small is Possible by George
McRobie. Cement manufacture is one of
the industries that has concentrated into
larger and larger units during the past
thirty years or so. Plants making up to
3,000 tons of cement a day now repre·
sent a conventional technology. In China
however, mini-cement plants producing
about 25 tons a day employ about quarter

of a million people in rural areas and account for more than half of the nation's
cement output. The cement is however of
variable quality but in India work by
the Alternative Technology Development
Association and the -Cement Research
Association of India has made 25-ton-aday plants a commercial possibility
producing standard Portland cement.
Mini-cement plants clearly illustrate
the advantages of decentralising large
scale industry by means of small scale
capital saving technologies. They make
available an essential building material
near to the. point of use; the•t provide
employment in the rural areas and the
capital investment per ton of output is
about half that for large plants. In this
context making the on-going JUy local
campaign a part of a larger coherent
programme to scale down and decentralise industries and thus incorpo'ating the,
above advantages would be a great deal
more meaningful for development.
In a similar vein of alternative thinking
one could consider the organisation of a
ricemill in a cycle embracing bran oil
extraction, feed milling, animal husban·
dry and building materials manufacture.
Crops that have been fertilised with

The present technology does violence to the environment and people.
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'Babies are replaceable' says Dr Illo
Gaudltz of the US company W e yerhauser
Forest Products In answer to charges
thot her company's herbicide spray
programme (using 2, 4-D) caused nine
miscarriages, one stillbirth and an Infant
death around Ashford in Washington
state. The area had been sprayed 15
times In one year with 2 , 4-D. Gaudltz
suggests t hat women should plan their
pregnancies around the spray schedule
and that if they miscarry or have a
stillborn baby they could have another
one.
Mother Jones, March 1981
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animal waste are returned to the mill
while brickworks can be fired by the
husks derived from the rice mill. Further,
ash from the burned husks can be used to
condition the soil making it more fertile.
Alternative forms of energy also have
to be developed. Renewable sources such
as solar energy, mini-hydro units, gas and
liquid fuel from biomass and tidal energy
are examples of alternatives which the
government should seriously consider.
Such forms of energy are not only natural
but also without the risks of nuclear
power. (The breakdown of the local
community mini-hydro unit wouldn't call
for a visit by the Prime Minister as would
that of a nuclear power plant.) If money
can be spent on nuclear research then
there can be no reason why it can't be
used instead on alternative energy research. In this regard the work done by
PORIM (Palm Oil Research Institute of
Malaysia) in the use of palm oil as source
material for diesel fuel is a step in the
right direction.
But greater effort is required on the
part of the central government. For the
government is the body most able to
organise the human resources and re·
search facilities necessary for working out
the new basis for alternative modes of
technology and social structure. In addi·
tion. social incentives can also be undertaken to encourage the growth of an
alternative energy industry. The Indian
government for instance, offers subsidies
to manufacturers of solar equipment
besides offering soft loans and liberal tax
concessions. Similar incentives can also be
given to manufacturers of equipment
based on alternative technology.
It may seem ironical to suggest the
chanelling of funds and expertise into an
effort meant to develop scaled down and
simpler forms of technology. For what,
one can ask. would be the necessity for
such an endeavour when the capacity to
produce and operate huge and complex
processes is already available? Would it
not be a step backwards? Part of the
answer lies in the question. It is precisely
because modern technology has placed
far too much emphasis on size (big is
better) and sophistry that we now have a
retarded ability to work on smaller, more
human scales. Present day large and effi·
cient tools of production are in reality
avai lable only to owners of sufficient
capital thus precluding the majority of
people. The efficiency built into the
technology can only be realised if it is
operated on the scale for which it is
meant - capital intensive and energy
intensive. Such technologies seem to
gather a life of their own for people have
become relegated in significance when
compared to the production process it·
self.
The task of alternative technology
would thus be to fill that missing

REPORT
Industrialization& Development
liran held a two-day Workshop on
"Industrialization & Development"
at the Fifth College, University of
Malaya, Kuala Lumpur on the 11 and 12
May 1985. The Workshop was attended
by about 45 participants from trade
unions, public interest societies and reli·
gious organisations. Various issues related
to the nature of our present industrialization policy, the pos1tion of workers in
industries and the role ·of capital and
technology in industrial development
were discussed.
The Workshop observed:
that the present approach to industrialization pursued by the government
• does not do justice to the well-be1ng of
the worker;
• will not lead to the reduction of our
dependence upon foreign markets,
technologies, skills and capital,
• will not stem the massive outflow of
profits from the country;
e will not alter the present bias in
production towards the interests of
the middle and upper classes;
• will not bring about a rat1onal,
humane utilization of energy, resources, technology. and capital wh1ch
will benefit Malaysian society as a
whole
The Workshop t herefore resolved:
1 ) That in order to overcome the present
shortcomings in industrialization,
there has to be a fundamental change
to the entire system. As part of th1s
change, workers should have direct
control over all aspects of industrial
production. Workers and the community should, through cooperatives own
and manage industries which w ill produce quality goods and services
cheaply geared towards the needs of
the people.
2) That there should be a more cautious
attitude towards the importation of
foreign technology so as to ensure that

techniques of production used are
suitable to local needs and conditions.
3) That there should be a serious attempt
to develop an autonomous scientific
base which will make technologies
more accessible to the people.
4) That local industries serving the needs
of the people should be interlmked
and based upon local resources.
5) That there should be greater democratization of society to enable the rakyat
to shape the process of Industrialization and development.
6) That educat1on should aim to nurture
a sc1cnt1fic outlook. enhance creativity
and cultivate greater consciousness of
the rights of the working class and its
contribution to the nation in order to
promote genume industrialization and
development.
7) That there should be more Intensive
political education for workers to
strengthen their struggle against repressive labour laws and to make them
more aware of industrialization policies which are against their mterests.
8) That workers should be encouraged to
initiate on their own, grassroots educational programmes which will help
them to define their own vision of
devclopmen t.
9) That workers and society at large
should expose undemocratic, corrupt
and chauvinistiC trade union leaders so
that workers will be able to realize
their r1ghts in promotmg genuine
industrialization and development.

intermediate level at which people can
have access to it and once again work with
identity and dignity. It is a level at which
people do not have to grovel in poverty
with the hoe and the sickle because they
cannot afford the combine harvester. It is
a level that comes in between the large
and efficient soap factory reaping in
socially disproportionate profits because it
provides better quality and hence more
marketable produce. and the traditional
village manufacturer who produces the
same good with only a forty-four gall on
oil drum. Intermediate technology is thus
a real challenge to academics, scientists,
engineers and the like.
Conclusion In discussing steps for a
more just society one needs to avoid

falling into the trap of thinking that
external changes alone are sufficient for
the transformation of society. External
designs alone cannot yield the desired
improvements without parallel improvements in ourselves. As is sometimes said
in Islam, the external battle is but the
lesser struggle; the greqter struggle I ies
wrthin.
The endeavour for a better society is
not just an effort on behalf of and by
humanity. It is also an effort to evince
the Divine in humanity. That is why work
performed in peaceful social action is
ultimately spiritual work. That is also
why an alternative vision of society must
also be a vision of God •

A
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In view of the need for an al ternat ive
concept of and approach to industrialization and development. the Workshop
called upon the government to have a full
and frank public discussion on its proposed Industrial Master Plan before it
becomes national pol icy •

Tong V eng Wye
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Letters
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Plums For The
Politicians

Is It Wrong To Be
Material is tic?

I have been wanting to
find out something concerning pensions given
to retired politicians and certain serving politi·
cians. Perhaps the time is now ripe for me to
raise this question since the Government claims
that it has no funds to meet the demand for a
revision of s.laries from pub lic sector workers.
1 should be grateful if you could en lighten
the readers on the following:-

After reading your
March 1986 issue, I would like to voice my
opinion on the article by P. Rasahugan, " The
Threat of Motcrialism".
On the whole I agree with the writer's views
but I feel that all our "double standards" may
be viewed in proper perspective if we ere always
mindfu l of what we are doing, if we are fully
aware of our actions and the underlying reasons
for doing various things.
To practise double standards need not al·
ways be a " bad" thing. There may well be
many valid and justifiable reasons for doing so.
I am not trying to encourage people to con·
tinue practising double standards but rather to
ask them to constantly analyse the rationale
behind their actions. Take for example our
quest for education.
To enter university "to enable ourselves to
realise our dream of leading a life ~f material
comfort and affluence" may well be "mundane"
but it is also practical, routine, ordinary,
earthly. In fact, I do not think that it is this
fairly sound aim in life that is driving us crazy. I
feel that in a subtler sense it is our desire to
pamper our ego that is the root cause. I don' t
think it is due to any deliberate indoctrination
that 'to strive to be rich' sounds more sensible
than 'to strive to be poor'.
Yet Rasahugan did bring out one pertinent
point that the re are the so-called free·thinkers
who profess to be free-thinkers and yet do little
or no thinking at all. They do not wish to
commit themselves to any religion just because
religious ideals often run counter to their
materialistic pursuits. In fact, these people are
not very unlike most of us who profess to

1) Is it true that ou r Government gives double

or treble pensions to retired politicians and
also serving politicians who have not attain·
ed the age of 557
2) If the answer to the question is in the

positive then may I know whether this
practice is peculiar only to Malaysia o r is it
practised in any other part of the world7
3) Since the Government claims that it has no
funds t o meet the salary revision for
workers would you enlighten the readers as
to how much the Government spends on
pensions to politicians each year and what
would be the financial burden o n the
Government if this practice is continued for
a nother 10 years? Any other clarifications
in this matter would be greatly appreciated.
1nterested

Citizen
Nibong Tebal,
Pena ng.

(Your questions are most pertinent. Since the
answers are not easily available, we shall try to
respond to you in the next isme, after we have
obtained the necesary data - editor)

belong to one great religion or another. We are
all simila r in our greed and delusions.
let me return to my earlier statement that
"to strive to be rich sounds more sensible....".
Unfortunately, most of us earthly people fail to
pick up the hint that material comfort is closer
at hand if we trained ourselves to tone down
our greed and passions. For instance, if after all
our earnest efforts we still fail to get into
university, then we should be happy to settle
for the "standard of livillil" of a HSC/STPM
holder. This wou ld not be too bad an idea if we
reflected on the fact that many of our peers are
struggling with their LCE/SRP "standard of
living".
There should be a balance of material es
well as spiritual pursuits, the spiritual pursuit
being that of taming the greed and passions in
ourselves. A person who allows his material
wants to overtake him would be
as a
greedy person; one who chooses on ly spiritual
pursuits would be associated with the pious.
Rasahugan also talked about those who
"forced" their primary school children to score
5As in the Standa rd Five Assessment Exams
and instilled in them undue tension and fear. It
is a hard job being a parent. You always want
the best for your children. I know of one
parent who went to the extent of leaving it up
to h is son to decide when to stop his piano
lessons; and when do you think that was? When
he got bored after the initial excitement! On
the one hand it may be good to take into
account your child 's wishes but to leave it all
up to him to decide on his education when he's
not well equipped for such decisions, is negli·
gence!
I feel you can't really blame parents who
-m to be forcing their primary school chil·
dren to do well by making them go to tuition.
Many people tend to follow the crowd: it is the
minority who dare to be different.
Rasahugan was also right in pointing out
that " In some quarters the religious quest has
been more a harping of the externals and
dogmas, and perpetually poi nting a finger at
our differences". We should actively take note
of this b y discarding our " holier than thou"
attitudes. If at all we are better in any way than
the other person, it is only right that wherever
possible we try to help our " subord inates" in
those areas we are capable of, yet taking care
not to infringe on the person's private rights.
The t rend of increasing materialistic thirst
certainly should be checked. The first place to
check it is in ourselves. Thank you Rasahugan
for your upright "non-religious sounding" arti·
cle. The values you expouse are usually exhort·
ad in places of worship, mosques, churches, etc.
It would be good if the free-thinkers who do
think gave some thought to the various points
discu5Sed.

-n

P. Ouah
Penang

Well Done!
People Of Sabah

Only the best Ifor themselves) is good enough for politicians.

7

In the recent Sabah
Elections, the people of Sabah, sent Datuk
Harris Salleh and company packing home.
Not even the Prime Minister, Deputy Prime
Minister and the rest of the Federal Ministers
could save the Berjaya Party under Datuk
Harris Salleh.
I must congratulate the people of Sabah for
their bravery and honesty.
If they don't like the ruling party for
various reasons, they just refuse to vote them
back to power.
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The promises of countless development projects made by various Ministers from the
Central Government didn't alter the people's
stand. In this respect, I really have to salute the
people of Sabah.
I hope the example from Sabah will open
the eyes of the people in Peninsular Malaysia to
c:ast their votes wisely in the coming elections
and not vote for the well-«nown 'dacing'
symbol only.
Fair play
Sabah

Politics is Dirty
I have read in books,
newspapers end magazines about politics and its
dirtiness.
But in the Sebeh State Elections, I saw it
with my two naked ayes: Politics is damn dirty.
During the election campaign, Berjaye membel'3
including its President plus the Prime Minister
and a host of other Ministers condemned USNO
with all sorts of accusations.
But on 22 April, the Berjaya President had
the chMk to combine with the party he
condemned during the campaigning to form the
state government!
If Datuk Harris Salleh was a man of principle, he would not have done such a dirty thing.
During the campaign he said that opposition
parties, particularly PBS, were crazy for power,
but the truth was that he, Oatuk Harris, was the
one who was really crazy for power.
At least now, the people of Sabah in
particular, and the people of Sarawak, and
Peninsular Malaysia in general, know who
Datuk Harris Salleh is.
Thank God! Justice has prevailed.
Justice
Sa bah

Barisan National should
accept PBS
The Barisen National
should eccept the PBS as one of its component!
for the sake of national unity and national
integration.
The Barisan National should not ignore the
PBS government as it ignored the PAS government of Kelantan in the past. The two situations are entirely different. If the Barisan
National should ignore the PBS, then it would
have to face various problems ranging from
political uncertainty to national instability.
Though the Prime Minister had said that the
central government won't support the opposition if it came to power, he should now reverse
his decision for the sake of the people of Sabah.
Unity
Sabah

The Sabah State Election
As we are all aware, the
Sabah have once again exercised their democratic right to choose the government of the
day. This time the people of Sabah have given
their mandate to the newly registered party,
Partai Bersatu Sabah (PBS). USNO, another
political party in the state has again proved that
it still enjoys considerable support in spite of its
defeat by Berjaya in 1976. Its President Tun
Datuk Mustapha has made a comeback to the
Sabah political arena.
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Berjaya, a Barisan component party in
Sebeh suffered an evan worse fate than USNO
in 1976. One wonders why the people of Sabah
have now rejected Berjaya a party which daims
it has brought tremendous development to the
state. Doesn't the election result show that
Barisan Nasional policies have been rejected by
the people?
What will our Prime Minister Datuk Sari Or.
Mahathir Mohammed do now especially since
he gave so much support to Berjaya? Will be
extend his hand to PBS and USNO for they
have proven that they enjoy considerable support among the people?
Berjaya on its part will need an election
post-mortem. Whoever replaces Datuk Harris
Selleh ea Berjayll President will find the task
ahead rather difficult. After what Datuk Harris
had done in Labuan and Tambunan it is
unlikely that the people will give any support at
all to Barjaya. The Sabah state election has
established the truth of the old saying, "You
can bluff some people some of the time but not
all the people all the time".
Calvin E. Guang
Kuching

Syabas to PBS
Syabas to Parti Bersatu
Sabah (PBS) and its leader, Datuk Joseph Pairin
Kittingan. The disastrous defeat of Berjaya and
its leader, Datuk Harris Salleh along with most
of his Ministers reflects the wrath of Sabahans
against the corrupt and dictatorial leadership of
a party that had lost touch with the people and
that believed patronage and money politics
could win elections. It was a pity that Datuk
Harris was too naive to take stock of Tam·
hunan.
To the leader of Barisan Nasional and Prime
Minister, Dr. Mahathir Mohamed, the result of
Sabah election must have been a terrible shock.
He want to Sabah twice recently and told the
people that the central government did not
want the opposition to rule the State; that no
party other than Berjaya was acceptable to
Barisan Nasional; that Berjaya under the leader·
ship of Datuk Harris was the only party that
could bring development to Sabah. The Prime
Minister directed the entire Barisan and Government machinery to be harnessed to ensure
Berjaya's success.
Berisan leaders and Ministers performed
their pilgrimage to Sabah in their hundreds. The
RTM cancelled several programmes to project
Berjaya's "achievements". But the Sabahans
replied through th.e ballot box; So what they
said, we don't like Barjaya and its leader Harris
Salleh.
Let this be a lesson to the Barisan Nasional.
Its leaders and party workers should have the
courage to accept that the rejection of Berjaya
was a defeat for them. They should have the
courage to stop being yes-men to their leader
and start speaking up.
PBS has to apply for membership of Barisan
Nasional, for its manifesto says so. But the
application would not be considered, unless Dr.
Mahathir is prepared to eat his own words,
which he is not used to doing. Or will be?
K. George
Kelang,
Selangor
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Datuk Pairin: Will Barisan Nasional accept PBS?

Kebangkitan Islam
Kini kononnya kabangkitan Islam. Maka berlumba-lumbalah yang
bercakap, membaca dan rnenulis tentang Islam.
Buat apa kebangkitan Islam, kalau rakyat 13
juta pun tak terjaga? Hidup miskin tertindas
teraniaya. Cuma tak kabuluran macam di India
atau di Ethiopia atau di Sudan atau di Yaman
sahaja.
Dengan kekayaan begitu mewah yang dilimpahruah oleh Allah S.W.T. dan dengan begitu
sedikit jumlah rakyat, kite kira, setiap dewasa,
buat kerja apa pun, petani, buruh, nelayan,
asker, polis, peniaga, penarik beca, pemandu,
kerani, guru dsbnya, jika berpendapatan kurang
dari $800.00 sebulan, ianya hidup bukan sahaja
miskin tertindas tetapi juga terania.ya. Kerana
hak mutlak untuknya telah dikabas oleh segelintir manusia.
Cuba kira sandiri, wahai pengkaji yang
budiman, berapa juta rakyat kite yang menda·
pat kurang dari had itu? Kamana pergi segala
kakayaan kita? Siapa yang membiar lebih dari
$50 ribu juta mengalir keluar selama 30 tahun
ini? laitu sejak undi umum pertama dalam
tahun 1955 dulu.
Berapa kerat pula yang berpendapatan lebih
dari $2,000.00 sebulan? ltu sepatutnya pendapatan paling tinggi kita samua. Siapa pun tak
boleh dikecualikan. Tak kira duduk di kamenterian atau di gedung-gedung baser atau di
istana·istana. lngattah, pambazir-pembazir ada-·
lah saudara-saudara syaitan dan syaitan tempat·
nya tetap dalam Neraka. Peringatan-peringatan
begini sering terdapat dalam AI-Qur'an. Kalau
kita mahu kaji sungguh-sungguh. Bukan buat
pertandingan macam tikus tengok besi.
Oleh kerana segelintir mereka yang menggelarkan diri mereka katua-«atua Islam dan yang·
yang berhormat, CUKUP MEMBAZIR, maka
hutang negara kite telah meningkat lebih dari
$50 ribu juta. Siapa nak beyer? Meraka inikah
atau kita semua?
Buat apa kabangkitan Islam jika kita terpaksa menghadapi macam-macam panyakit
masyarakat? Di antara yang menjolok ialah
kemiskinan, penind8$8n, panipuan, rogol,
dadah, bunuh, rasuah, pangangguran, gaji tak
cukup rnakan, sekolah, hospital, universiti,
rumah semuanya tak cukup, berebut-rebut nak
jadi yang-yang berhormat (maklumlah, terlampau benyak sangat kemudahan-«emudahan
dan keistimewaan-kaistimewaanl. Buat apa ke·
bangkitan Islam yang begini rupa? Tak bangkit
pun sudah.
B.A. Kedc;h
Alor Setar

Human File

A Teacher's Plight
'Libra'

M

ary, who is 47 years old, is a
temporary teacher. She teaches
in a government school and
earns $445/- monthly. Though she has
been teaching for 14 years now, she has
still not been confirmed since she does
not possess a credit in Bahasa Malaysia at
the Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia level. So her
salary has stagnated at $445/-.
After the introduction of the KBSR
system in our primary schools, Mary was
one of the first batch of teachers sent for
KBSR :raining and now she has been
asked to teach the KBSR classes. She is
expected to make all the necessary teaching aids for the subjects that she teaches.
As we know, the making of teaching aids
and the new method of teaching under
the KBSR system is a most arduous and
unenviable task. Mary spends up to six
days in a week staying up as late as one in
the morning preparing her school work.
Yet, she is only el igible for a temporary
teacher's pay of $445/-.
Mary has three ch ildren. Her eldest
child, a girl, is pursuing a Bachelor of Arts
course in a local university. The second is
a boy doing his STPM and the third, a ·
girl, is still in secondary school.
Mary is supporting her three children
and has to take care of all the household
expenditure herself because she has left
her husband (who is a clerki and is
staying on her own with her children.
After being a victim of wife battering and
mental and physical torture for almost 15
years, she finally mustered the courage to
get a job in another town with the help of
her relatives and to bring up her chi ldren
away from her husband's oppression.
However, the family is still not free of his
bullying as he sti ll visits them and makes
1 ife d ifficult for them though he does not
contribute financially towards the household.
The eldest daughter applied for a State
Loan when she was accepted into the
university but failed to get any assistance.
Mary cannot understand why as she feels
that they are really in need of state help.
However, the daughter is now getting a
$ 1 ,000/· (per academic year) loan f rom a
private corporation. The amount is just
about sufficient to pay her hostel and
tuition fees. There is nothing left over for
her food and miscellaneous expenses.
Mary sends her daughter $80/- a month
and though it is barely enough, the
daughter tries to manage with that.

..

~

iii

.:.•~

Mary is poor although she i$ assumed to be above the poverty-line. She lives in a
rented house like this.

Mary's Monthly expenses are as follows
Marketing
Sundry goods
Travelling fare to go to
her school
House Rent
Electricity/Water
Daughter's expense
M isce IIaneous

$100
$120
$ 25
$ 70
$ 30

$ 80
$ 80

$505
Th is is t he m1n1mum that she can
spend and it is obvious that it exceeds her
income by $60/-. She overcomes this by
refraining from paying certain bi l ls in a
month and payi ng it the f ollowing month
whi le letting somethi ng else go unpaid.
Her relatives hel p her out once in a wh ile
but they have their own obligations too.
Mary says she is lucky that her house
rent is so low but she explains that this is
because they are staying in an old,
wooden, pre-World War house that is in a
very dilapidateq stat e. The roof leaks
incessantly when it rains and most of the
planks have already rotted. Drainage and
sanitary cond itions around the house are
also lamentable. The landlord refuses to
mend the roof since he feels that all
necessary repairs must be done by the
tenan t. Mary cannot afford to get the
roof or the ceiling and walls mended since
she can hardly find money fo r the bare
necessities. They cannot afford to shift to
a better house either as most house
rentals exceed $100/- a month.
Mary's problems do not end here.
Since she is teaching in the morning

9

session she has to wake up as early as five
in the morning to cook the day's food
with the assistance of her son a11d youngest daughter before all three of them
leave for school. Waking up in early hours
of the morning coupled with the heavy
KBSR workload and the rather damp and
unhealthy condition of the house has
aggravated Mary's asthmatic condition.
She has been asthmatic for 25 years
now and has been on daily medication for
almost two decades. The doctors say that
she is suffering from chronic asthma with
numerous allergies. Her health condition
too poses a financial problem for her. As
ineff icient treatment in government clinics worsens her asthma, she is forced t o
go to privat e doctors who charge her up
to $15/- per visit. The high medie<JI fees
discourage Mary from taking regular
medical treatment unless it is absolutely
necessary as she says that she cannot
afford to spend money on her sickness
when there are so many bills that are
unpaid.
The one bright aspect of Mary's fa mil y
is that Mary and her children real ise the
impor tance of education. She feels that
all her struggles and hardship will be well
rewarded if her children can break away
from their present depressing state and
lead a more comf ortable and happy life.
Mary's fami ly is a concrete example
that shows that poverty does exist even
among occupational groups which most
people would assume are well above the
poverty-l ine •
Guest writer , Libra, is the pseudonym of a
5tudent at one of our local universities.

Aliran Monthly July/August 1985

Education

,

_

·

Students
Going Abroad
Farlda J. Ibrahim

G

overnment policies and society's
undiminished obsession with
paper qualifications have been
the main catalysts for Malaysians flocking
in increasing numbers to universities
abroad.
In the 1960s, when higher education
overseas was synonymous with Colombo
Plan scholarships, prestigious universities
and Malaysian students who were the
creme de Ia creme, the numbers leaving
for undergraduate and post-graduate
courses were small. Those going abroad
for secondary schooling comprised an
even rarer lot.
Today, the situation is starkly different. There are more than 58,000 Malaysian students abroad and this represents
about 30 per cent of the total enrolment
in domestic and overseas institutions.
Data obtained by the Selangor Graduates Society in a recent study and from
the Fourth Malaysia Plan (1981-1985)
Mid-Term Review (Table 1), reveal that
the educational exodus has not been a
sudden one. Nevertheless, from a gradual
streaming out in the early 1970s, the
numbers escalated and leap-frogged in
succeeding years to the estimated 58,000
in 1983.
The increase since 1970 has therefore
been approximately 140 per cent. Highly
significant is the fact that even in the very
years of recession (1980-1983), overseas
enrolment leaped by 45 per cent, from
. 39,908 to 58,000. In terms of those
pursuing degree courses, the years
1980-1983 witnessed an 80 per cent jump
in enrolment abroad, from 19,515 to
35,283.
To Malaysians, the reasons for continued pursuit of education overseas are
quite apparent. The Government's New
Economic Policy .introduced after May
1969, brought overwhelming changes to
the local educational landscape, which in
turn caused non-Malay parents to set
their sights overseas for their children.
Most dramatic of the changes introduced were the stepped-up conversion of
the medium of instruction from English
to Bahasa Malaysia and the increased
allocation of places for bumiputras in
local universities. Afraid that their ch il d·
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Year

1970
197$
1980
19$1
1983
Selangor Grqduates Soc;Jety Source:
New Straits Times, Jan. 31 1983
Fourth Malaysia Plan ( 1981 ~ 85)
.Mid-Terrn Re\liew FMP (1981 ~ 85)

TA$LE

Z

Malaysian Students A~road ~tween ttle year 1979- 1980 (School-university)
Country

Number

United Kingdom
United States
India
Canada

15,470

(Countries students go to but
unlisted rr)clude Japan, Pakistan,
Hong Kong, ~elglum, Sangfadesh,
West Gerrnanv. France, Holland,
Sri Lanka, DenfJ)ark, South Korea,
Swhzerlend and Yu,goslav\al

7,500
7,000
7,000
4,908
1,879
1,364
1,1 28

Au~tniHa

New

Zealand
Taiwan
Esypt
Singapore
Indonesia
Philipp.iille$
That! and
Squdi Arabia
Iraq

834
298
73 '
48
103
26
11
11

Libya
r<uw'alt

Intake into the local univetJ,itie$
Non-BumjpUtrfis
72.0%

27.3%

65,1%
61,6%

34,9%

65.0%

45~0%

38.4%

From the <~!Jove table, it can be seen tha\fhe 45 per cel)t tll(l}et fo'r non· Bumiputr'l!
ihto looal universities - assl.lrecl by the Govel:nf11~n't In 1978 has been

intake

rea<*\l:td.-

·
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ren would be left behind in the quest for
a university degree and that the latter
would not fare well with the change in
the medium of instruction, the other
ethnic groups began sending their chi ldren abroad.
Further testimony to this anxiety is
the fact that an increasing number of
students in the 1970s began going abroad
to countries such as Singapore and the
United Kingdom to further their primary
education.
An increasing student population unmatched by sufficient expansion of places
and facili t ies in Malaysia's universities
triggered off yet another trend in the late
1970s and which continued right into the
1980's - the sending of Government·
sponsored students, particularly bumputras, overseas.
In 1980, for instance, there were
8,700 scholarship holders abroad, attending both pre-university and university
courses. In 1983, they totalled 12,800, an
increase of about 47 per cent, and comprising 22 per cent of the total overseas
Malaysian student population. The sponsoring of students for pre-university courses abroad by both Government and its
agencies such as MARA, was clearly to
facilitate the acceptance of these students
into universities abroad.
While Malaysian students can be considered to be 'everywhere' on the international front, a large number are in the
United States, United Kingdom, India,
Canada, Australia and New Zealand.
Lesser numbers are in countries such as
Egypt, Taiwan, Singapore and Saudi
Arabia . The Government's 'Look East'
policy has also resulted in an increasing
number of students pursuing degree
courses in both Japan and South Korea.
A stark reminder that the sendingstudents-overseas mechanism has generated its own momentum is the fact that
while the Government's quota for bumiputra intake into local universities has
gradually been scaled down to its 55 per
cent target to accommodate a larger
intake of other ethnic groups (Table 3),
there has been no decline whatsoever in
the total number of non-Malays going
abroad.
The obvious reason is of course the
inability of the local universit ies to cope
with the increasing numbers who have the
min imum requirements to pursue a uni·
versity education. But apart from this and
the fact that there are courses that are
not available locally, there are other
reasons and significant ones too.
One has to ask why Malaysian students
who are unable to get a place in the local
universities and established ones abroad
are prepared to go into foreign low-key
universities whose standards are questionable.
One must also ask why the best of
Government-sponsored bumiputra stu-

ProfestOI' Ungku Aziz: Why the Government sends its 'cream' abroad is a
mystery.

dents are sent abroad and not to local
universities.
In both cases, the common factor is
the need to get that piece of paper which
society demands as a prerequisite to good
jobs, status and financial success - never
mind where the degree comes from . As
one lecturer points out, "The standards in
the United States are low. It is easier to
get a Ph.D from the US than from other
countries. This is attractive from the student's point of view." That Malaysia is
now very US-oriented is due partly to this
and to the imposition of heavier fees by
Britain on foreign students.
But why the Government should
choose to send its 'cream' abroad is
another matter altogether. Those interviewed share somewhat similar opinions
on this.
Says Dr. Chandra Muzaffar, the President of the social movement, Aliran,
"The Government still associates the West
with good education. There is lack of
faith in the education provided here. That
is why they send their own kids abroad. I
th1nk they realise English education is
crucial, as the key to modern knowledge.
They espouse the right slogans about
Bahasa Malaysia but provide an English
education for their kids. They are not
very different from the elites of the
colonial 'period."
Comments Gurmit Singh, President of
the Selangor Graduates Society : "That
the country's leaders send even their own
children abroad is in one sense bad
because it shows no confidence in the
education policy. In another sense it is
good in that it shows you are not
anti-national if you study abroad. It is
not a mark of lack of patriotism."
A law lecturer says that sending
Government-sponsored students abroad
might be a colonial hangover on the part
of the Government or the education
officers concerned. "A lot of high-ranking
officials have this feeling that out West
they really teach you to think. So they

,,

send their own kids there too. The
officials sometimes think the students can
improve their English if they are sent
overseas - which is a very strange reason
because you proceed to change the system here (from English to Bahasa Malaysia as the medium of instruction) and
then you send the best students abroad
for English."
University of Malaya Vice-Chancellor
and Chairman of the Association of
South East Asian Institutions of Higher
Learning, Professor Ungku Abdul Aziz,
confesses that "Why the Government
sends its 'cream' abroad is a mystery.
"If the students," he says, "are sent on
courses which local universities do not
provide or where the local facilities are
limited, then there is a clear need to send
them abroad. I think the Government has
the idea, in sending lots of bumiputras
abroad, that all degrees are the same, as
long as they are overseas ones.
"People are going to come back to
work in multi-national corporations, in
the money sector, the private sector. The
homegrown products will go into the
Government sector. But by doing this
you are already creating a 2-tier system."
Is elitism the driving force behind the
Government's policy? After all, many
Ministers' children and those of other
high-ranking officials are studying abroad.
After all, when they return, they wUI
have the added advantage of being wellversed in the English Language -which
would be an asset if they want to
eventually fill the top echelons of power
where international relations takes a
prime seat.
While the Government's reasons remain shrouded, the effect of such a
policy are not. When the country's best
bumiputra students are being sent outside
the country, it stands to reason that those
being absorbed into local universities are
average and less than average students to f ill the bumiputra quota in universities.
Given that the non-Malays have to
compete fiercely with one another to
secure a place in local universities, it also
stands to reason that it is the finest
among them who get iri.
Says an academician from the University of Malaya , 'We end up putting
together third-level people with top-level
people and this is asking for trouble
really. For twenty years we have been
used to teaching top-level students and
now we get students who need a lot of
care. The non-bumiputras who come here
are among the best. We get those with.
4As in their Higher School Certificate.
But the teaching has to cater to the
weaker students too. So the very good
ones survive and do well not because of,
but despite, the system." e
Guest writer, Farida Ibrahim, Is an
establ ished freelance journalist.
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Children
In Detention!
A Child is "a most delicious, nourishing
and wholesome food, whether stewed,
roasted, baked, or boiled, and I make no
doubt that it will equally serve·in a
fricasee, or a ragout."

Swift: A Modest Proposal

I

f one index to the moral climate of a
society is its treatment of the aged,
the disabled and the very young,
then India's appalling system of child
detention must shock us by its inhumanity. According to a report from a
United Nations Commission on Human
Rights, there vyere over 2,000 children
below the age of 16 in prisons across
India at the end of 1980. Many of them
were in adult jails.
Abuse The Indian press has revealed
a number of cases of abuse. In 1981,
"Indian Express" reported the case
of twelve-year old Munna, a boy charged
with stealing wire from the shop where he
worked. He was confined to Kappur
Central Jail where, with the connivance
of the warders, he was repeatedly raped
until he was unable to sit. In 1983,
journalists were able to interview juveniles in Tihar Central Jail, Delhi. The
boys complained of repeated sexual abuse
by adult convicts and of forced labour.
In the Pandharpur Remand Home, a child
was kept locked in by himself in a room
(which amounts to solitary confinement)
for six months. His offence was "steal·
ing" scrap iron from a deserted house. On
the mere accusation of his employer that
he had stolen a wrist-watch, another
twelve-year old was kept in a remand
home for fourteen months even though
within a few days of the arrest the watch
was found.·
How does such a blatant disregard of
the rights of chilj:lren arise? To answer
this question, one must examine the
bodies set up to deal with children who
go astray. ORe discovers that behind a
facade of progressive legislation, the
system is riddled with inconsistencies,
abuses and deficiencies.
Children's Acts Most states in India
have their own children's Acts which
differ from each other or from t he
Centre Children's Act (1960). The Centre
Ch ildren's Act clearly stipulates that boys
under 16 and girls under 18 apprehended
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by pol ice must be brought to Observation/Remand Homes where they are put
in charge of a probation officer until the
Juvenile or Children's Court or Child
Welfare Board restores them to their
families and places them in an appropriate institution. The spirit of the
Children's Act is therefore not only to
ensure rehabilitation of delinquents, but
to remove children from delinquent
prone situations.
In practice, its wide reach is the cause
of the indiscriminatory lumping together
of all types of children. 1\s Shcilo Borsc
puts it in "Children and the Courts"
(Indi!Jn Express): "Under the Acts, the
police or other authorised persons
(usually a probationary officer) can take
into custody children who are 'neglected',
'wandering', 'victimised', 'in moral danger', 'uncontrollable' or 'illegitimate'."
Since all these words originate with
parents or authority-figures, rhetoric has
therefore seduced a society into forgetting the reality of the human individuals
involved. A child is dehumanised by such
labelling. Add to this "power'' of words,
the undefined, unsupervised authority of
the three main agencies: the police, the
institutional figures and the juvenile
courts, and one can see the defencelessness of the child."
Incredible though it may seem, the
mere opinion of the_ arresting authorities
is sufficient ground for depriving a child
of his liberty. The police need not furnish
a single piece of evidence. Although in
theory children taken into custody are
not to be detained for more than a
fortnight before being brought to the
courts, in reality many are in Observation/Remand homes or prisons for
months before a hearing. Under the Acts
"there is no provision for the review of
the case of a child committed to an
institution and decisions thus acquire a
horrifying finality". The laws also isolate
the "offender" from his family and
friends since no one is allowed into the
juvenile courts. Thus the bewildered and
frightened child is left to fend for
himself. Because of distress, he cannot
explain himself well to the authorities
and in his bewilderment may even be
persuaded of his quilt when not gui lty.
Thus all the safeguards which operate in
adult detention are not available to the
child who is most in need of protection.
Blatant Neglect There is no stipulation
that the functionaries who carry out the
decisions of the courts must be qualified
experts in child psychology or social
work. Far from protecting children from
exploitation State Observation Homes are
often overcrowded, unsanitary and breeding grounds for crimes. In B,ombay where
an old prison has been converted into an
Observation Home, 33 children were
locked into two small, dingy rooms while
the entire upper floor of the building was

Children: the future parents
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appropriated by the Superintendent for
his office and quarters.
There are no proper educational training or rehabilitation programmes for
children in these homes. Instead they are
usually engaged in dull, mechanical tasks
like sticking labels, stitching buttons in
order to help the management defray
costs. The grant per child per month is in
the range of Rs. 75 to Rs. 100 ($US.
9-12) . No one is authorised or appointed
under the Ct:lildren's Acts to enforce
standards when educational inst itutions
are set up. While in theory children in
homes are supposed to be educated,
many are on duty in the kitchens or busy
all day making uniforms for fellow
inmates - reminding one of a Charles
Dickens' novel. Even when admitted to
schools, they are not provided with
sufficient textbooks or notebook-s.
Shockingly the law makers seem to
have forgotten that many ch ildren taken
int o custody may have simply wandered
off from t he care of families who are in
anguish as to their whereabouts. Efforts
to trace a child's kin are not concerted.
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Sometimes, children ordered by the
juvenile courts to be restored to their
parents are not repatriated for years! The
fact that no inmate of a home is allowed
to exchange letters with his relatives
means that the child is completely
isolated and at the mercy of agencies
authorized to supervise his "rehabilitation".
"In the absence of any machinery to
ensure the rights of children," writes
Sheila Barse, " institutional care is a gigantic fraud." and one can best end with her
question: do the authorities "really want
to help children cope with their predicaments and give them a place in the sun; or
do they just want to perpetuate their
hegemoney over the poor?" Perhaps what
the eighteenth-century satirist observed
of Ireland's poor and their children is a fit
trope. Children are being " devoured" by
systems w hich consign them to such
mental and physical tortures •
Wong Soak Koon
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Alcoholism
J.J. Denison and others

n early 1985, some individuals in
consultation with the Methodist
Church in Malaysia conducted an extended survey in Narborough Estate
near Sungkai, Perak to investigate the
problem of alcoholism among Indian
plantation workers. Below is an extract of
their report which was presented at the
1st National Conference on Alcoholism
held in I poh from 1-3 March . 1985. The
conference was organised by the Pusat
Seri Putra Anti-Alcoholism Centre.

I

Introduction
Each year Malaysians consume $700
million worth of beer, brandy, wine,
whisky and other spirits. This does not
take into account money spent on samsu,
toddy and other similar beverages. Citing
a WHO survey in 1980, the Utusan
Konsumer says that Malaysians drink
about 200 million bottles of beer and
stout yearly. making them one of the
highest consumers of these beverages in
the world. It is surprising therefore that
despite these alarming figures, alcoholism
does not figure as a dangerous and harmful phenomenon in the public opinion of
Malaysian society. It could be because, as
Pusat Seri Putra's leaflet has it, "cultural
acceptance and social tolerance has greatly
camouflaged this issue and belittled the
realities of its existence."

News of Alcoholism In the Malaysian Press
However some news of alcoholism has
caught the eye of the Malaysian public in
recent years. In 1977 the Malaysian press
reported the tragic deaths of 17 persons
in Seremban caused by the consumption
of lethal and il licitly brewed samsu (rice
wine). The dust had hardly settled on this
case when news of the death of 21
persons in Sernenyih, Selangor and in
Bukit Mertajam also from the consumption of illicit samsu hit the headlines in
1979. However, the deaths which occurred in Lunas, Kedah during 1981 topped
them all. Over a period of a week or so,
the Malaysian public were informed
about the slow lingering and horrible
deaths of over 32 persons resulting from
the consumption of illicitly brewed samsu.
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Although these highly publicised tragedies occurred in different places and at
different times, they had one thing in
common - the victims were always a
small, economically and politically uninfluential ethnic minority in Malaysia viz.
Indian plantation workers. This is despite
the fact that Indians, including plantation
workers, constitute only 12% of all consumers of alcoholic beverages in Malaysia.
The samsu tragedy among plantation
workers once again reared its ugly head in
1983 when the Selanchar Empat scandal
was exposed in South East Pahang. Children, as young as 10 years, were not only
brutally beaten up but also forced to
drink samsu mixed with chili powder.
(New Straits Times July 1983).

Background of Plantation Workers
Although all the above tragic incidents
among plantation workers were related to
illicit samsu, the basic problem is not so
much the consumption of samsu as alcoholism in general.
To understand the nature of alcoholism among plantation workers it is necessary to understand their background.
Indian plantation workers are largely
migrant or local-born descendants of
migrant labourers brought over from
Madras and other parts of Tamilnadu by
the British or under the auspices of
British assisted schemes beginning about
the end of the last century_ Migration
continued unabated until the outbreak of
World War 11. These migrant workers
were required initially for the sugar and
coffee estates and later, and more importantly, the new rubber plantations. They
have since become citizens or permanent
residents of Malaysia.
At present Indian plantation workers
number about 650,000 or around 60% of
the total Indian population in Malaysia.
They live mainly in the states of Selangor,
Perak, Johor, Penang, Negri Sembilan and
Kedah. Over 80% of these plantation
workers are South Indian Tamils and
Hindu by religious affiliation. In pre-war
Malaya they constituted about 75% of
the estate workforce but this percentage
has now fallen to 45%.
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REFLECTIONS
(a) What is alcoholism?

At the end of the survey we were quite
convinced that the reputation of the
Indian plantation worker as "an inveterate drunkard" is not totally wrong. The
drinking habit is quite widespread especially among the male p-opulation affecting close to half the population (44%).
Fifty per cent of the drinkers or close to
25% of the male working population of
the estate consume alcohol daily which is

symptomatic of problem-drinking bordering on alcoholism.
The simplest definition of a problem
drinker is a person whose drinking is
causing continuing and growing trouble in
any department of his life. A problem
drinker beoomes an alcoholic when he
loses control over his drinking. Alcoholism is accepted as a disease by the World
Health Organisation and by most medical
associations throughout the world including the Malaysian Medical Association.
It is responsible for loss to industry due
to absenteeism from work, accidents,
alcohol induced illnesses, failing efficiency, faulty judgement, diminishing
technical efficiency, dissatisfaction
amongst other employees and need for
premature retirement, sometimes when
the individual should be of most use to
his employers.
(b) Alcoholism is a Social Disease Among
Plantation Workers

In the context of plantation workers
the statement that alcoholism is a disease
takes on new significance and meaning. It
is not merely a disease afflicting an
individual but a social disease afflicting a
whole community of workers in their
prime working age and engaged in the key
industries of Malaysia.
Sociologists classify Hindu-Indian society as an abstinence culture in which
"both custom and tradition ..... established a moral standard which negatively
evaluated the drinking of alcoholic beverages, for example the Indian law giver,
Manu, classed beverage alcohol drinking
as one of the greatest anti-social acts or
sins and suggested abstention ..... ". Yet
Indian plantation workers in Malaysia ·

drink alcoholic beverages quite extensively and seemed to have evolved a subculture or counter culture to their traditions.
Why do they drink? Why do people drink
at all? Sidney Cohen in his book The
Drug Dilemma says:
'There is no single cause of alcoho
I ism. Instead, alcoholism results from a
complex interaction of factors as outlined below.
" Psychological Factors Many, but by
no means all, alcoholics are passive
dependent individuals with a low tolerance for life st ress. Alcohol reduces
their tension, allows them to avoid
their problems, and permits them to
be dependent and require care. In a
way they are treating their emotional
inadequacies with drink.
" Sociocultural Factors It is easier
to become an alcoholic in some societies or subgroups within societies than
in others. Contributing factors include
early learned attitudes, parental role
models, peer drinking activities, the
degree of social deprivation, and the
pressures to imbibe within the group.
"Constitutional Factors Some individuals appear to have been born with
a vulnerability to drink in excess. This
is not, however, a specific quality;
instead it may stem from a diminished
ability to cope with stress."

..

!!
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The Lunas t ragedy: the grief of the families of illicit samsu consumers.

(c) Reasons for the Incidence of Alcoholism in Plantations
From our findings it is quite clear that
alcoholism in the plantations is due to a
combination of all the above factors. This
fact is also borne out by another independent study of toddy drinkers. In response
to the quest ion why do they drink toddy,
the researcher was given the following
reasons:
% of respondents
For health reasons
94
Escape from the problems
of life
88
Addiction
74
Parental/Social Influence 62
Cheap prices
50
Companionship
8
It would appear that socio-cultural
causes and st ress in plantation life is t he
primary cause of the drinking habit.
Those who drink to escape from the
problems of life (88%) seem to have a
drinking problem which would again
appear to be caused by the social and
occupational stress in plantation life.
Problem drinking seems to have led on to
addiction (74%) which is in itself a great
social problem and stress factor.
(d) A lcoholism is an Indication of Social
Distress in Plantations
The fact that t he primary cause of
alcoholism in Malaysia is socio-economic

in nature has been noted recently in the

Far Eastern Economic R eview. In an

without basic amenities, like clean
water."

article in the July 26 issue last year, the

R eview says that the illicit drinking of
samsu is an indication of social distress in
the Malaysian Indian community. It also
notes t hat "abuse of alcohol remains a
w idely acknowledged problem among sections of the Indian community, occuring
in both estates and towns."
(i) Nature of Work and Living Conditions
in Estates

Social distress in the plantation community can be traced to several factors in the
plantation. One is of course the nature of
the work. Plantation work is hard and
tedious, starting at 5.30 am in most
estates and going on until 3pm on normal
days and longer hours if t here is double
tapping. The daily task for a rubber
tapper is tapping of 500 to 600 trees to
qualify for the minimum daily wage. For
the oi l palm harvester to qual ify for his
minimum daily wage, he has to bring in 2
tonnes of frui t.
In addition living conditions in many
of the plantations are bad. INSAN in a
1984 report says that the plantation
community works very hard but is paid
miserable wages:
"They (the plantation workers) are
forced to live in cramped and filthy
labour lines (quarters built in rows)
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The Far Eastern Economic Review says,
"Earlier this year the Penang-based
Consumers Association (CAP) criti·
cised most plantation conditions as
" deplorable and servile," and a recently released Labour Ministry survey of
"labour indicators" in 1980 showed
that housing, recreation, education
and other estate amenities remain substandard: 30% of rubber estate
workers st ill have no housing; more
than 80% of rubber estates (many of
which are small enterprises) provide no
schooling for workers' children, and
20% of estate workers still have no
electricity in in their homes."

(ii) Poverty in the Plantations
Social distress in plantations can also
be traced to poverty. Poverty in the
estates has actually increased in recent
years. According to the mid-Term R eview
of the Fourth Malay sia Plan the official
poverty rate among estate workers rose
from 35.6% in 1980 to 54.6% in 1983.
(iii) Suppression in the Plantations

Social distress in the plantations also
stems from suppression of the workers.
Michael Stenson in his book Class Race
continued on page 19
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International Affairs

Kampuchea
Recognise Reality
do not support Vietnam's occupation
of Kampuchea. I think Vietnam
should withdraw its troops from
Kampuchea. However, I would refrain from calling the Vietnamese
"terrorists" or "aggressors". To do so, is
to ignore certain realities.
Vietnam has been at war with powerful nations including the United States
since 1945. The United States, it must be
remembered, is the world's mightiest military power. The United States had no
business to go to war with Vietnam for
the latter was actually engaged 1n a war to
liberate itself from colonial domination.
The United States, on the other hand,
wanted to control Indochina so that it
could 'contain' communist China. This
itself was based on wrong assumptions
abo11t Chinese intentions in Southeast
Asia.
The real aggressor in Vietnam was the
United States. The countries in the region
which lent direct and indirect support to
it had no moral scruples. Their motive
was either to ally with a super-power or
to make money out of the adventure or
both.
After the defeat of the United States,
Pol Pot, who ruthlessly ruled Kampuchea,
went on a border war with Vietnam,
aided and abetted by China. After all the
sufferings they had undergone fighting
the French, and the Americans for 30
years, the Vietnamese did not want a
hostile Government within Indochina.
They simply could not afford to have
such a situation developing in Indochina;
hence the mi li tary presence of Vietnam in
Kampuchea.
It is this background that ASEAN
should understand. I am not justifying
Vietnamese military presence in Kampuchea. I am merely trying to explain the
situation.
While Vietnam will have to withdraw
its troops from Kampuchea sooner or
later, I am baffled by obvious double
standards in international politics.
The resolution calling upon Viet·
nam to withdraw its troops from Kampuchea and to hold free elections under the
supervision of the United Nations was
sponsored by the ASEAN governments. I

I
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am tempted to ask: how many of them
would be prepared to allow the United
Nations to supervise elections in their
respective countries?
It is ironical that countries under
military rule and dictatorships have also
supported the resolution calling for free
elections in Kampuchea!
While nearly a hundred nations have
supported the UN resolution on Kampuchea, many of them, ASEAN included,
close their eyes to the annexation of East
Timor by Indonesia. The Communist bloc
led by the Soviet Union endorses the
Vietnamese occupation of Kampuchea
whereas they persistently oppose Indonesia's East Timor adventure. This is yet
another example of a double standard.
Recently ASEAN leaders have been
urging friendly nations to supply logistics
to the Kampuchean Resistance Forces. It
is also reported that some of the ASEAN
countries have been giving train ing to the
Resistance Forces. But at the same time
the very same leaders call upon Vietnam
not to fight the Resistance Forces and
urge the Soviet Union not to give military
aid to Vietnam. All this indicates that
international politics is a game of hypocrisy.
At the same time, it must be noted
that the Coalition Government of Democratic· Kampuchea {CGDK) set up in
Kuala Lumpur in 1982 comprising the
Khmer Rouge, led by Khieu Sampan and
Pol Pot, Son Sann's Khmer Peoples
National Liberation Front and the Moulika faction established by Prince Norodom Sihanouk is made up of ideologically
divergent partners with serious political
differences among themselves.
From 1975 to 1978 when the Khmer
Rouge ruled Kampuchea, Sihanouk, who
is now the President of CGDK, was under
house arrest and 14 of his family members were victims of Pol Pot's merciless
slaughter along with millions of other
innocent and helpless Kampucheans.
There was no love lost between Sihanouk
and Son Sann when the former was the
head of Kampuchea. Hence, CGDK was a
marriage of convenience masterminded
by the then Malaysian Foreign Minister,
Tan Sri Ghazali Shafie, perhaps with the
tacit support of his counterparts in other
ASEAN countries.
From the start the so-called coalition
Government never worked. It was an
artificial combination for ASEAN and
China to seek support from Governments
which had persistently refused to be
associated with the Khmer Rouge. As the
head of CGDK, Sihanouk has tendered
his resigna tion a dozen times; the last
time in April this year. And every time he
has been persuaded by China and ASEAN
to withdraw his resignation.
Sihanouk has said repeatedly that a
military victory for the CGDK against
Vietnam is not possible. If there is a

continued from page 1s

Alcohollam

Banning the toddy shops would turn the alcoholic to more lethal spirits like illicit samsu

and Colonialism in West Malaysia: The
Indian Case has stated:
'The relegation of (plantation workers) to the level of animals in a class
ridden society naturally tended to
deprive them of initiative and selfrespect and made them a cringingly
servile group. A European planter
commented with regard to the period
beginning 1911 "the Tamil struck me
as being a poor specimen both in
physique and morale and of being
abject , cowardly; and generally lacking
in vitality ... The Tamils one and all
had a half starved look about them
and seemed to be thoroughly dissatisfied with their lot in life ..... " (page 17)
"The centralised recruiting of the
Indian labour and the limitation of its
mobility within Malaya by the provision of employer owned housing and
other devices also ensured that wages
remained close to a subsistence level
and bore little or no relationship to
rubber prices or company profits. Indeed until the Japanese occupation the
industry insisted with considerable success that South Indian wages should be
reduced when profits fell but should
be increased only in relation to the
rises in the cost of living. (page 23)
Stenson cont inues to say that the
colonial government ensured that the
primary virtues of Indian labour viz. its
docility and cheapness, remained intact:
'When for the first time in January
to March 1941 South Indian estate
labourers combined to exert bargain-

military victory, then the Khmer Houge
would take over Kampuchea and Sihanouk and Son Sann would disappear.
Why ASEAN has taken such a strong
stand against Vietnam from the beginning, it is difficult to comprehend. Perhaps, it is because of the close ties that
ASEAN. states enjoy with the capitalist
Western bloc. However, such a hostile
attitude may not be · in the long-term
interest of Southeast Asia as a whole.
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ing power inherent in a shortage of
labour the colonial government called
in the army to force the Indians back
to work on terms much inferior to
those of the Chinese." (page 23)
(e) Parting Thoughts

It is important to recognise that alcoholism as a social disease in the plantations stems from social causes more than
anything else. In tackling the problems of
those who had graduated from social
drinking to problem drinking and even to
alcoholism, it is necessary to talk of
rehabilitation and therapy. However in
talking of prevention and measures to
wipe out the alcohol menace, it is extremely important to tread cautiously.
The estate alcoholic resorts to his bottle
or toddy due to the stresses in plantation
life. Banning the toddy or closing down
toddy shops would only turn him towards more lethal spirits like illicit samsu.
In a way, he is treating the social malaise
which afflicts him by resorting to the
bottle.
In dealing w ith the problem of alcoholism we are essentially dealing, not with
alcohol, toddy or samsu, but with human
needs, basic human needs. The plantation
worker, to be truly liberated from his
alcohol ridden life-style and culture, has
to be given an opportunity to live a more
humane and meaningful life. We have to
address ourselves to his social distress as
well, not merely the symptoms of it.

•

Our Guest Writers are linked to the Tamil
Methodist Church, Malaysia and concerned
social workers at the same time.

Today, Vietnam is economically weak.
It depends more and more on the Soviet
Union for aid. Its ability to launch a war
against some of the ASEAN nations is
rather limited. War-tired Vietnam would
dearly love to have peace so that it could
concentrate on economic and social reforms •
K . George

Aliren Monthly

July/A:.~gust

1985

Ugama

Islam Dan
Pembangunan
Bahagian Kedua
Tau hid

S
eperti mana dengan kons~p Khalifah Allah, Tauhid juga
mempunyai hubungan rapat dengan pembangunan. Sungguh pun Tauhid adalah
konsep falsafah, tetapi implikasi maknanya untuk kenyataan hidup sungguh 'revolutioner'.
Tauhid bererti bahawa segala-galanya
yang wujud menoerminkan inti penyatuan Ketuhanan. 'Unity of God,' dalam
lain perkataan adalah penyatuan antara
lelaki perempuan, suami isteri, sesama
keluarga, antara anggota masyarakat,
antara kaum-kaum, antara negara-negara,
antara manusia dan alam. Lebih dari itu,
Tauhid bermakna bahawa keseluruhan
i:llam semesta adalah satu.
Dalam kata-kata ahli fikiran Iran yang
ternama, Ali Shariati, "Tauhid boleh
ditafsirkan sebagai penyatuan ... manusia dan alam semulajadi, man usia sesama
manusia, Allah dengan dun ia dan manusia." ·~
Sekiranya ini yang dimaksudkan dengan Tauhid, pembangunan yang merenggangkan hubungan suami isteri, yang
mengancam perpaduan keluarga, yang
melemahkan perasaan muh ibah dan semangat gotong-royong dalam sesuatu
masyarakat, tidak bisa kita terima. Kita
harus membantah pembangunan yang
merosakkan alam sekitar dan menghancurkan sistem ekologi. Begitu juga, pembangunan yang melahirkan kelas-kelas
yang bertentangan, yang memisahkan
satu kaum daripada kaum selainnya, yang
mengizinkan segelintir negara-negara yang
k uat menguasai kebanyakan negaranegara yang lemah - segala-gala ini bukan
pembangunan namanya. Tegasnya, sistem
berkelas bertentangan dengan Tauhid;
perkauman dan chauvinisma bertentangan
dengan Tauhid; kolonialisma dan imperia l isma bertentangan dengan
Tauhid.'?>
Dalam konteks masyarakat berbilang
kaum di negara kita, pejuang-pejuang
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Islam tidak boleh menghindarkan persoalan sosial yang utama ini: sebagai
Khalifah Allah yang mempunyai kewajipan moral untuk menegakkan Tauhid
dengan ertikata yang benar, apakah pendirian mereka terhadap dasar-dasar dan
rancangan-rancangan awam yang berkaitan dengan keadilan di mana perbezaan kaum berlaku? lni menunjukkan
bahawa melaksanakan Tauhid memerlukan sifat·sifat kesungguhan (commitment) dan keikhlasan yang mengatasi
ketaatan pada kaum sendiri.

Nilai-nilai sejagat
Mengamalkan
Tauhid, sama ada
dalam membenteras perkauman atau
struktur kelas, adalah satu proses yang
ber pandukan nilai-nilai sejagat yang
abadi. Dalam perbincangan kita tentang
konsep Khalifah Allah nilai-nilai ini telah
dihuraikan.
Yang penting ditekankan ialah nilainilai ini - sepertimana termaktub dalam
AI-Ouran - adalah menyeluruh dan ber·
padu. Adalah salah jika kita menguta·
makan nilai-nilai tertentu dan mengenepikan nilai-ni lai yang lain. lni adalah satu
faktor yang mengherotkan pembangunan.
Sebagai contoh, pembangunan yang
hanya menit ikberatkan kesamaan dalam
semua bidang mungkin menjejas nilai
kebebasan dalam masyarakat. lni boleh
berlaku sekiranya dalam usaha mencapai
kesa maan dalam bidang ekonomi,
umpamanya, kita kurang menghiraukan
pengaruh kebebasan individu dalam
menentukan kejayaan sesuatu perniagaan.
ltulah sebabnya perpaduan nilai-nilai
harus ditegaskan dalam konsep pembangunan kita. lni bermakna bahawa kesederhanaan dan kesopanan tidak kurang
pentingnya daripada kecintaan dan belas
kasihan atau keutuhan dan kej uj uran
tidak kurang pentingnya daripada kesa·
maan dan keadilan.
Begitu juga, nilai-nilai berpadu ini, dari
segi perspektif Islam, adalah nilai-nilai
absolut, nilai-nilai mutlak. Nilai-nilai ini
tidak boleh diubah, disesuaikan demi kepentingan keadaan-keadaan tertentu atau
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waktu-waktu tertentu. Perkara ini telah
kita kaji dalam perbicaraan tentang
Khalifah Allah. Harus kita menegaskan di
sini bahawa dalam falsafah Ouran caracara mencapai sesuatu (means) tidak
boleh dipisahkan daripada matlamatmatlamatnya (ends). Sebagai contoh,
kerana kita inginkan pembangunan fizikal
yang pesat, kita tidak harus memusnahkan bukit-bakau atau pohon-pohon.
Kesan-kesan yang buruk daripada pembangunan yang sedemikian rupa, yang
dialami oleh 'negara-negara maju' tertentu, adalah bukti yang ketara bahawa
cara dan matlamat tidak boleh diasingkan. 14- lni menunjukkan juga bahawa
pembangunan ialah proses yang menyeluruh dan berpadu yang merangkumi
alam dan manusia dan segala-segalanya.

Prinsip-prinsip Asasi
Nilai-nilai sejagat yang membantu Khalifah Allah kita menghayati Tauh"d,
walaupun menyeluruh dan berpadu, terpaksa diterjemahkan pada prinsip-nr"nsip
khusus. Prinsip-prinsip khusus in yang
terdapat dalam Quran kita menamakan
prinsip-prinsip asasi. Prinsip-pnnstp asasi
ini memain peranan yang Penting sebagai
garis-garis panduan dalam usaha mencapai
5
sesuatu nilai sejagat. '
Ambil sahaja contoh keadilan. Dalam
Ouran ada beberapa prinsip-prinsip asasi
tentang kelakuan ekonomi manusia yang
bertujuan mengwujudkan keadilan.
Zakat, larangan terhadap riba, cara harta
dibahagikan dan diwarisi, nasihat kepada
manusia untuk menentukan bahawa
kekayaan tidak terbatas pada golongan
tertentu - semua tni adalah prlnsip-prinsip asasi yang cuba mencapai keadilan. Ada prinsip-prinsip am yang lain
yang ditujukan pada matlamat yang sama.
Prinsip bahawa Allah adalah Pemilik
segala sumber-sumber alam dan manusia
adalah pemegang amanah merupakan satu
prinsip yang penting. lni bermakna
bahawa manusia adalah pemilik relatif sepertimana dibincang dulu. Tetapi,
sebagai pemegang amanah dia berhak
memi liki harta. Dalam lain perkataan,
Islam tidak menghapuskan hak ·ndividu
dalam bidang ini . lni juga satu pnnstp
asasi yang mesti dihormati dalam proses
pembangunan.
Proses pembangunan mesti ambil kira
prinsip-prinsip akhlak juga. Kegiatan ekonomi yang mana halal dan yang mana
haram, adalah satu pertimbangan penting
dalam pembangunan. Pertimbangan ini
berasaskan kebaikan manusia sebagai
Khalifah Allah dan bertujuan membantunya memahami makna Tauhid dalam
hakikat hidup. ltulah sebabnya, Islam
menganggap perjudian - yang merendahkan martabat insan, yang bertentangan dengan konsep usaha yang jujur, yang
mengalirkan wang ke bidang spekulasi sebagai satu kegiatan ekonomi yang

haram, yang merugikan, walau pun ia
mungkin menghasilkan pertumbuhan
ekonomi. Begitu juga, dengan industri
arak, rokok dan sebagainya. Garis halalharam dalam ekonomi adalah bukti yang
paling konkrit bahawa bagi Islam pembangunan bukan pertumbuhan semata-mata.
Yang jauh lebih penting - terpaksa kita
ulangi - ialah kesejahteraan manusia
sebagai Khalifah Allah yang dijadikan
dengan tujuan yang murni.
Setakat ini kita telah mengkaji bagaimana kedudukan manusia sebagai
Khalifah Allah yang diamanahkan memberi makna pada Tauhid berpandukan
nilai-nilai dan prinsip-prinsip tertentu
menpengaruhi konsep pembangunan pada
keseluruhannya. Dalam proses menyelideki konsep-konsep di atas, kita telah
menerangkan asas-asas falsafah pembangunan dalam kacamata Islam. Tetapi, apa
yang dibahaskan sampai sekarang bukan
pembangunan alternatif Islam. Jika kita
hendak bincang pembangunan alternatif
Islam, beberapa perkara-perkara yang lain
yang berkaitan dengan struktur-struktur
ekonomi, politik dan kebudayaan harus
diteliti. lni bukan tujuannya karangan ini.
Dalam perbincangan ini, asas-asas falsafah
Islam digunakan untuk menilaikan apa
yang berlaku atas nama pembangunan.
Yang. saya maksudkan , konsep-konsep
seperti Khalifah Allah dan Tauhid malah AI-Ouran ai-Karim pada keseluruhannya - digunakan sebagai furqan,
untuk menentukan yang mana hak dan
yang mana batil dalam pembangunan.
Ukuran yang terkandung dalam asasasas falsafah pembangunan Islam boleh
membantu kit<'! rl<'ll<'lm tts<'lha menawujudkan pembangunan alternatif. Alternatif
ini - berdasarkan asas-asas falsa fah yang
dikemukakan di sini - pasti berbeza
dan kapitalisma dan sosialisma. Tetapi
untuk mengwujudkan sesuatu yang autonomous dan universal, sesuatu yang
benar-benar mengisikan k.ekosongan yang
dirasai oleh sebahagian besar daripada
masyarakat yang sedar tentang kelemahan-kelemahan sistem-sistem sosial yang
ada dewasa ini - kita mesti membuktikan
sikap terbuka kepada ilmu dari berbagai
sumber.

Pentingnya Sikap Terbuka
Pentingnya sikap terbuka ini dapat
dipertahankan atas beberapa sebab.
Pertama, tamaddun Islam dalam
zaman kegemilangannya antara kurun 8
dan 13 menyerapi pengetahuan dari
Yunani, Rumawi, Hindu, Cina dan tempat-tempat yang lain. Bahawa penyerapan
ini menguntungkan Islam diakui oleh
ahi i-ahl i falsa fah Islam yang teragung termasuk AI-Kindi, lbn-Sina, lbn-Tufail,
lbn-Rushd dan AI-Ghazali. 16 Bukti-bukti
penyerapan ini ternampak dalam beberapa bidang - seperti perubatan, sains,
ilmu hisab, senibina, senilukis, muzik,
sejarah dan sebagainya. Dalam perubatan,

umpamanya, tulisan-tulisan Galen dan
Hippocrates telah rnempengaruhi perubatan Islam dalam beberapa cabangcabang asasi. ' 7 Proses penyerapan dari
sumber-sumber asmg tidak sama sekali
rnenukar keperibadian Islam. lni adalah
kerana idea-idea dan konsep-konsep yang
bertentangan dengan asas-asas ugama,
seperti kepercayaan pada keesaan Tuhan,
ditolak serta-merta. Sikap selektif ini,
memilih yang sesuai, mengikis yang tidak
sesuai, berdasarkan Ouran sebagai furqan,
telah memperkayakan tamaddun Islam.
lnilah salah satu dari sebab-sebabnya,
Islam wujud sebagai tamaddun yang dinamis, yang kukuh, yang beranika, pada
zaman itu.
Kedua, penolakan total terhadap pengetahuan moden dari Barat atas alasan
bahawa ia sekular kurang waras kerana
Islam sendiri telah banyak mempengaruhi
pemikiran tamaddun semasa. Memang,
sebahagian besar daripada pengetahuan
Barat adalah sekular jika kita pandang
dari segi asas-asas falsafahnya. Tetapi,
banyak idea-idea sosial dan rekaan-rekaan
teknik dalam dunia sekular ini berasal
daripada tamaddun Islam." Oleh kerana
idea-idea dan teknik-teknik ini bertumbuh dan menjadi dewasa dalam suasana
sekular - walau pun lahir dalam rahim
Islam - unsur-unsur tertentu dalam ideaidea dan teknik-teknik ini nyata bertentangan dengan asas-asas falsafah Islam.
Namun, dapatkah kita menafikan bahawa
beberapa idea-idea yang berkaitan dengan
demokrasi, sosialisma dan humanisma
sebenarnya mula-mula terbit di dunia
Islam? Menurut M.M. Sharif, "Falsafah
Muslim mempengaruhi pemikiran Barat
mengikut beberapa cara. Ia 1) memerintiskan pergerakan humanis di Barat 2)
memper ken a I kan pengajian-pengajian
saintifik dan 3) kaedah-kaedah sains 4)
membantu sarjana-sarjana Barat menyelaraskan falsafah dan keimanan 5) menggalakkan mysticisma Barat 6) meletakkan
batu asas Renaissance ltali dan, sedikit
sebanyak, membentuk pemikiran Eropah
moden sehingga zaman Immanuel Kant
,
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Ahli-ahli Sains kemasyarakatan Barat
send iri mengakui sumbangan Islam dan
Arab kepada tamaddun Barat. Salah seorang sarjana Barat yang masyhur pernah
berkata, "Sains berhutang budi kepada
kebudayaan Arab; wujudnya sains adalah
kerana kebudayaan Arab .... Apa yang kita
namakan sains muncyl di Eropah akibat
daripada semangat penyiasatan baru,
kaedah-kaedah uji~ui, pengamatan dan
pengukuran dan perkembangan ilmu
hisab dalam bentuk yang tidak dikenali
oleh Yunani. Semangat itu dan kaedahkaedah itu diperkenal kan kepada dunia
Eropah oleh bangsa Arab." 20 ltulah
sebabnya sebelum kita mengutuk tamaddun Barat dengan melulu harus kita
memahami peranan Islam dalam pembentukannya.
21

Ketiga, tidak wajar kita bersikap negatif kepada pengetahuan moden kerana ia
perlu dan penting untuk memperdal<;~m
kan fahaman kita tentang Islam dan
Ouran. Tanpa pengetahuan tentang perhubungan kaum. dan pola budaya yang
dicungkil dari sosiologi kita tidak dapat
memahami makna yang tersirat dalam
sura al-hujurat: 13 mengenai kaum-kaum
dan keturunan-keturunan yang berbeza.
Ayat Quran tersebut yang berbunyi:
"Wahai Umat manusia! Kami menjadikan
kamu dari pasangan lelaki perempuan dan
mengwujudkan bangsa-bangsa dan kaumkaum agar kamu mengetahui satu S{:lma
lain. Yang paling mulia disisi Allah ialah
rnereka yang paling baik tingkahlakunya". zt Ayat ini menunjukkan bahawa
perbezaan kaum dan bangsa adalah untuk
menjalinkan persahabatan. Kaum dan
bangsa yang berlainan mesti ada tetapi
tujuan keanikaan ini adalah baik. Dua
idea ini - persahabatan dan keanikaan adalah penting untuk proses integrasi.
lntegrasi memerlukan penerimaan akan
keanikaan; disamping itu, keanikaan yang
wujud rnemerlukan satu tali persaudaraan
- persahabatan - untuk mengeratkan
hubungan. Idea integrasi ini diperkukuhkan lagi dengan penolakan terhadap diskriminasi berdasarkan kaum - kerana
yang penting ialah tingkahlaku, bukan
keturunan. Contoh 101 membuktikan
betapa banyak manafaatnya jika kita
dapat mentafsirkan Ouran berpandukan
ilmu moden yang berguna.
Faedah ilmu moden lebih nyata dalam
usaha seorang ahli sains Perancis, Maurice
Bucaille. mentafsirkan semula ayat-ayat
Quran mengenai asal-usul kehidupan·dan
perubahan-perubahan yang telah berlaku
pada
kehidupan
sepanjang sejarah~
Dengan pengetahuan sains beliau, Bucaille
berjaya membuktikan bahawa konsepkonsep dalam Ouran tentang tahap-tahap
evolusi kehidupan serupa dengan penemuan-penemuan sains dalam beberapa
dasawarsa kebelakangan ini!
Tidak syak lagi, usaha-usaha seperti ini
akan meyakinkan rnanusia tentang kebenaran yang termaktub dalam Ouran.
Harus kita menegaskan sekali lagi faktor
yang membolehkan penemuan ini dalam
Quran ialah sikap terbuka kepada pengetahuan moden - yang kadangkala, malangnya dicapkan 'berbahaya', 'racun' dan
sebagainya tanpa sebarang usaha untuk
membezakan yang baik daripada yang
busuk •
Ch110dra Muzaffar
Sahag ian Ketlga dan terakhlr dalam slrl 'I n I akan
dlslarkan dalam keluaran ' Aiiran Monthly ' yang
akan datang. Karangan ini merupakan kertas
kerja yang dlbentangkan oleh penulls dl
Slmposlum PAS mengenaJ Perpaduan Negara'
pada ta nggal 10 Febru ari 1985
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CURRENT COMMENT
A record of Aliran's complete press statements
made in the preceding months

Sabah and Federalism

T

he recent constitutional controversy over the· appointment
of the Sabah Chief Minister has focussed
attention on the weakness of democratic
values in this country as well as the
marked mbalance in the Federal -States
relationship.
In the first place the Governor of
Sabah, as the Head of State standing
above politics, is expected to exercise his
duties impartially and without regard to
political considerations. Unfortunately
Tun Adnan Robert was a political
appointee, having served in previous
Sabah Cabinets under both Tun Mustapha
and Datuk Harris Salleh. Apart from an
unusually strong personality, it is difficult
for such an ex-politician fresh from the
strife and contention of the State Assembly to remain above politics in office.
Each of the Governors of Malacca.
Penang, Sabah and Sarawak are appointed
uy the Yang Di-Pertuan Agong after
consultation with the Chief Minister of
the State concerned. This is one of the
few areas in which the Yang Di-Pertuan
Agong. as a constitutional monarch, may
act in h1s discretion. Let us hope that in
future, with the benefit of hindsight, no
Chief Minister will recommend an ex-politician to be appointed as Governor,
and if he does. that the recommendation
is disregarded by the Yang Di-Pertuan
Agong.
It is also pertinent to note that while a
Governor is appointed for a 4-year term
he may resign or may be removed from
office by the Yang Di-Pertuan Agong
upon a resolution for removal passed by
not less than 2/3 of the total number of
the Legislative Assembly of the State
concerned. Within the next few months,
together with the 6 appointed Assemblymen, the Parti Bersatu Sabah may acquire
the requisite 2/3 majority, but it would
be unwise to exercise this option against
the Sabah Govern or. Tun Adnan Robert
should best be left to search his own
conscience whether or not to resign.
Another interesting feature in this
cont roversy was the way in which Datuk
Musa Hitam rightly distinguished his
office of Acting Chief Executive from his
position as the acting leader of the
Barisan Nasional. In his latter capacity, he
informed the Sabah Governor that the
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Barisan Nasional did not intend to form a
coalition government with USNO, while
in his former capacity he assured the
nation that the proper constitutional
position would be safeguarded. Of course,
he should have made clear the position of
the Barisan party and of the Federal
government at the very outset of the
crisis.
Arising from the Sabah constitutional
crisis, the question of the Federal-States
relationship needs to examined to ensure
that the basic spirit of a federal system is
not negated. With the advent of Merdeka,
the 1957 Constitution provided for a
strongly centralized government, quite
unlike other established federal systems.
The legislative powers of the States were
restricted to matters like Muslim law,
land, agriculture and forestry. Other than
lands and forests, the States had no
significant sources of revenue; it soon
became obvious that they were heavily
dependent on grants from the Federal
government.

pos1tion is a far cry from that of the
States in other well-known federal
systems like U.S.A. and Australia. In view
of the overwhelming dominance of the
central government. it is not surprising,
though regrettable, that the PBS intends
to join the Federal Barisan government.
Apart from the situation in Malaysia,
the vast majority of people all over the
world have little say over their daily lives
under contemporary p::Jiitical systems.
Basic matters like food and clothes.
employment, housing. health, education
and cultural activities are all determined
by institutions and processes over which
the ordinary citizen has hardly any control. The Malaysian federal system, with
its highly centralized government dominated by a small group of politicians n
the capital, perhaps epitomizes this
absence of individual participation and
control.
Aliran believes that we must all work
towards a political and administrative
system that will enable the human being
to participate in his own daily affairs and
activities. The primary goal should be to
humanize the soc1al environment in keeping with the spiritual values of all our
communities. Ideally. medium-sized districts with about 200,000 inhabitants
each should be set up, comprising a big
town, several small towns and a rural

Muruts of Sabah in their traditional attire.

Originall y the 22 State representatives
in the Senate provided a theoret ical check
against drastic constitutional changes
opposed by any 6 State governments.
This soon disappeared w hen the composition of the Senate was increased
to 68 with 42 appointed members, including some minor ex-MPs. Finally, the
operation of the National Land Council
and t he National Council for Local
Government, together with abolition of
Municipal elections. eroded the residual
powers that the States exercised in land
and local government.
Sabah and Sarawak have always
enjoyed a greater degree of autonomy
within the federal framework owing to
reservations agreed to at the time of their
entry into Malaysia. Nevertheless their
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hinterland. This may be called a basic
community - i.e. a social unit with
sufficient economic and cultural viabil1ty
that allows significant participation by
ordinary citizens in their affairs.
Economically. politically and culturally the basic community will be an
autonomous self-reliant community but
for purposes of co-ordinating wider activities and the formulation of general policies, a federal authority will rema in,
within the de-centralized framework.
Such a vision of an alternative future·
may appear unusual, but in fact it merely
seeks to place the human being at the
centre of his social environment.
17 May, 1985.

Gan Teik Chee
Secretary

Moves Against The PBS
Government

I
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t is regrettable that
all sorts of crafty manoeuvres are being
planned by certain quarters to thwart the
effective functioning of the newly-elected
Partt Bersatu Sabah (PBS) government of
Datuk Joseph Pairin Kittingan.
In this connection, the move by Usno
Prestdent, Tun Mustapha Harun, to seek a
declaratton that the appointment of
Datuk Kittingan as the Chief Minister of
Sabah ts unconstitutional amounts to a
blatant abuse of the judicial process. Tun
Mustapha would do well to heed the
advice of the Tunku to respect the wishes
of the people expressed through the
ballot box.
At the same time, Berjaya leaders
should cease to make unfounded allega·
tions about the attitude of the PBS
government to Islam and Muslim civil
servants. It is obvious that these allegations are aimed at creating ethnic discord
which will then be exploited by political
opportunists for thei r own selfish ends.
Since Berjaya is a component party of
the· Barisan Nasional, AI iran hopes that
Barisan leaders in Kuala Lumpur will do
all they can to restrain Berjaya officials
from plotting mischief in Sabah. The
Federal government is also obliged to
protect constitutional norms and democratic values in all parts of the country,
including Sabah. Indeed, the Federal
government has a moral duty to ensure
that the PBS state government continues
to function effectively.
The PBS government, for its part,
should press ahead with its plan to expose
the administrative and financial misdeeds
of the previous government. If there is
sufficient proof, legal proceedings should
be instituted against the corrupt, however
important or influentia_l they may be. In
this regard, the PBS state government
should not fight shy of exposing the
involvement of even Federal leaders in
some of the shady deals that took place
during the Berjaya years. If there are
federal leaders who had been given land
or timber concessions during that period,
their names should be made public. However, to undertake a courageous crusade
against corruption, the PBS leaders themselves should set the example by declaring
their financial assets to the people of
Saba h.
Chandra Mu zaffar ·
President

23 May 1985
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Thinking Allowed
A closer look at what people say and do the • world over.

I

n a land where the press is not really
free to roam around and unearth infor·
mation that is useful to ordinary people-,
the changing of a government provides an
excellent opportunity for the press to
drag skeletons out of the previous government's cupboard.
For instance, the victorious Parti
Bersatu Sabah (PBS) has revealed among many other things - that the
previous Berjaya Government of Sabah
set up the Sabah Shipyard with the
primary purpose of building submarines
and armoured personnel carriers - a
capital-intensive project indeed.
Berjaya responded that these submarines were actually meant for export.
Now this is the mistake Harris Salleh and
his boys made. They should have used it
locally. If they had put it into operation
before the elections, they would have
discovered what was happening 'below' in
spite of the apparent calm on the surface.
Besides, the submarines would have been
very useful when Berjaya was forced 'to
go under' once the election results were
out. And, since someone had promised to
sink or swim with Berjaya what nicer way
to sink than in a submarine. Over and
above everything else, the submarine
would have been a suitable symbol for a
situation where nothing was 'above
board'.

A

*

A

*
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Such a directive begs this question:
Isn't patriotism more than that?
Shouldn't it also include a commitment
to social justice, freedom, democracy and
human dignity for every Malaysian who
loves his or her country? Unless these
factors are taken into consideration, we
are going to get nothing more than mere
flagging patriotism.

I

umour has it that the Barisan
government in Kuala Lumpur is
a~spending its 'Look East' policy (which
emphasizes learning from the East) for
the time being - until after the next
General Election. For if Peninsular Malaysians look East they'll see Sabah.

recent government directive has it
that all government departmenu
throughout the country should fly the
national flag every day. This, it is
believed, would raise the spirit of
patriotism among our civil servanu and
school children.

*

n handing down his judgement in one
of the recent MCA cases, High Court
Judge, Datuk Harun Hashim remarked
that he was not sure whether the squabbling MCA leaders were not just 'chiefs
without Indians'.
Though meant as a metaphor, his
point is worth reflecting upon, given all
those accusations of phantom members
in the MCA among whom allegedly are
some Indians and Malays. So the chiefs
have Indians behind them.

F

ood-hungry Ethopia was reported
to have bought a $1.25 million villa
in Geneva as a luxurious residence for its
ambassador to United Nations agencies in
Switzerland.
Ambassador Kassa Kebede argued that
the purchase "was for economic reasons
because of the very high rent paid for the

offices of the Ethiopian m1ss1on to the
UN office in Geneva". Swiss press reports
however said, among other things, that
the villa was "to be filled out with sauna,
rooms for resting and for 'playing games'
but only with one office room 'of limited
size'".
Now ambassador Kebede, remember
what Confucius once said, "Pleasurehungry leader never survives in foodhungry land'. Perhaps that is why he has
decided to rest abroad. But that won't
save him. The rumblings of hundreds of
thousands of bellies will eventually reach
the saunas of Geneva. Surely, the ambassador doesn't want to be caught with his
pants down, when the people are astir
with hunger and anger.

C

*

A

*·

om'e labour day and Poland has got
back into the news. There is a nice
little story of how desperate things can
sometimes get in that country. We have
all heard of their long queues for bread
and meat. Well, a chap who had been
waiting in one of those long queues
decided that he had enough, "All you
guys are stupid," he t:.Jrst out. "why
should we put up with these long queues?
I won't take this anyomre. The real solution is to go and kill the Prime Minister."
And off he went on his mission.
Within half an hour, our friend was
back. "Did you do it?" his friends who
were still in the queue asked excitedly,
"Did you, did you kill the Prime
Minister?".
"No," answered our 'brave' Pole dolefully, "That queue was even longer".

n observation made by one of
Penang's 'have-nots' at a recent
symposium on 'The Future of Penang'.
What is the point of being 'the Pearl of
the Orient' when the island is only for
,ahose with the pearls? A gem of wisdom,
that one.
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