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... the public did not have the facts to judge 
and evaluate. 

During the early part of the 1983 con
stitutional crisis too, the government 
asked the newspapers not to discuss the 
matter. By complying, they made the 
situation worse. There was a great deal of 
speculation about cliques and factions 
emerging around particular leaders, about 
negotiations between the Sultans and the 
politicians. about the stands taken by a 
certain Sultan or some cabinet minister. 
All this was unhealthy for the democratic 
system for the public did not have the 
facts to judge and evaluate. Consequently 
it became a helpless victim of crude mani
pulation by unscrupulous elements on 
both sides. 

Distortions Apart from denying the 
public vital information, newspapers have 
also distorted news in order to present the 
government in a positive light. The Baling 
episode of 1974 is a case in point. A 
peasant protest supported by university 
and college students was turned around 
into a subversive, anti-national agitation 
designed to create chaos. Through media 
manipulation. the heroes became villians 
and the villians heroes, overnight! The 
Alor Setar padi farmers' protest of 1980 
was yet another politically signi ficant 
event which was made out to be the work 
of a few anti-national trouble-makers. 

Just as peasant protests have been 
grossly misrepresented. we have news
papers deliberately deviated from the 
truth in reporting squatter issues. The 
Tasek Utara incident in 1974 was covered 
in such a way that the underlying causes 
of squatter grievance were buried in all 
the lies about student interference in 
'matters that did not concern them'. 
Indeed. whenever clashes between squat· 
ters and the authorities out to evict them 
are reported, there is hardly any attempt 
to present the squatters' side of the story. 

Similarly, when it comes to wholesale 
retrenchment of factory workers, very 
few newspapers do justice to the plight of 
the workers. This is because the govern· 
ment expects them to report in a manner 
that will not provoke the public to ques
tion its industrial ization policy or chal
lenge its philosophy on foreign invest· 
ments. In order to meet the government's 
expectation. many newspapers therefore 
play down the tragic sufferings of hun
dreds of workers thrown out of jobs for 
no fault of theirs. 

If events and episodes arising from the 
genu ine grievances of the populace can be 
distorted in this way. one can just 
imagine how our newspapers would treat 
opposition political parties and dissident 
groups in general. It is common practice 
for nearly everyone of our dailies to 
exaggerate internal bickerings within 
opposition parties. There are occasions 
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when newspapers have created cliques 
where none exist! What is sadder, some of 
them even connive with the authorities to 
put the blame upon the opposition for a 
crime that may have been committed by 
one of the Barisan Nasional parties! All 
this is sometimes part of a concerted 
crusade by a newspaper to make the 
opposition look as hideous as possible. 

Investigations Just as important as ho
nest reporting is a newspaper's investiga
tive role which is yet another sphere of 
activity where journalistic values have 
yielded to state power. Why is it that no 
Malaysian newspaper was able to uncover 
one of the greatest financial scandals of 
the century committed by the subsidiary 
of the largest Malaysian bank involving 
Malaysian businessmen, bankers and poli
ticians? Why is it that even after a foreign
based regional newspaper began to pub· 
lish bits and pieces of the wheeling and 
dealing of companies and individuals 
responsible for the scandal, only one 
newspaper was willing to press hard for 
the establishment of an independent 
royal commission of inquiry? Likewise, 
isn't it significant that not one of the 
half-a-dozen high level corruption cases in 
the country since Merdeka, involving 
ministers and Mentris Besar was uncover
ed through the efforts of the press? Even 
exposes of gross inefficiency and mis· 
management in various state corpora· 
tions, government departments and pub
lic enterprises have seldom been initiated 
by newspapers. Let us not forget that 
more often than not it is the Auditor
General who brings these matters to pub
lic attention. Neither have newspapers 
done much about investigating all those 
allegations of corruption against huge 
business conglomerates and important 
corporate personali ties. The reason is 
simple: newspaper editors are afraid of 
undertaking investigations which could 
hurt the interests of the r ich and the 
powerful. They know they could get into 
trouble with the state. 

Analysis This is also one of the main 
reasons why most newspapers do not 
want to analyse in depth various state 
policies. If in the process. they reveal 
the weaknesses, nay the hollowness, 
of some of these policies, they could 
earn the ire of the ruling elites. And 
yet exammmg the New Economic 
Policy (NEP) or the National Education 
Pol icy or the Islamization Policy without 
fear or favour is a crucial responsibility of 
a newspaper. For without such analysis it 
wi ll not be possible to show how society 
is developing. Is it any wonder then that 
the major social trends of the eighties · 
ethnic polarisation, Islamic resurgence, 
the economic decline and the intensifica-
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t ion of political competition - were hard
ly given any serious consideration by 
most newspaper minds in the seventies? 
Because they did not want, or were un
able, to evaluate that one force that has 
the greatest impact upon the environ
ment, namely the ruling elites, these 
newspapers failed to provide clear indica
tions to the public on the directions in 
which Malaysian society was moving. 
They failed, therefore, to fulfill one of 
the primary functions of any good news
paper: that of analysing social trends and 
changes. 

Exerting Influence It is obvious 
then that fear of the authorities and the 
desire to please the powers-that-be have 
sometimes forced newspapers to abdicate 
their basic responsibilities to society. 
Wt)en newspapers become so subservient 
to the state, unethical political leaders 
find it easy to influence the recruitment, 
emplacement, promotion and dismissal of 
senior editorial staff. There are cases of 
newspaper editors not being able to move 
up becaused they are not well-linked to, 
or well liked by, a certain important poli
tical personage or his underlings. It is also 
alleged that there have been instances of 
newspaper writers being asked to quit 
their jobs simply because some of their 
articles had incensed certain leaders. It is 
indeed ironical that the more indepen
dent, the more courageous, the more 
versatile you are. the less suitable you 
become for a position at the apex of a 
newspaper. It is other attributes that 
count - your proximity to the national 
leadership, the intensity of your com
mitment to government policies however 
apparent their flaws, your willingness to 
pour forth paeans of praise for men and 
women with little ability and even less 
integrity. 

Dominance It is all this that has 
created a press whose sycophancy is 
apparent to any discerning observer 
within the country and every percep
tive visitor from abroad. Our ruling 
political elites literally dominate the 
pages of most dailies as few other leaders 
in other parts of the world do. In this 
sense at least some of our newspapers are 
not very different from what we find in 
totalitarian societies. The speeches and 
activities of our leaders, from the Prime 
Minister down to a political secretary, are 
given maximum coverage. By comparison, 
very little space is devoted to happenings 
at the level of the community. The 
thoughts and feelings of ordinary people 
on all that is going on in the country do 
not get the exposu re they deserve. What 
this means is that government dominance 
ot the press has now led to a situation 
where the government itself is deprived of 
essential feedback from the people on its 
own policies and programmes. 

Laws The control exercised by the 



... newspaper editors are afraid of undertaking 
Investigations which could hurt the interests 
of the rich and the powerful. 

licences or arrests people that matters. 
What really matters is that there are laws 
like KDN and ISA and that such laws 
have helped to make newspapers servile 
and submissive. This is what is most 
disturbing. 

Admonishments How can submissive 
newspapers of this sort, shackled by law 
and overwhelmed by power. pose a threat 
to the peace and stability of the nation. as 
hinted by a government leader recent ly? 
When government control and dominance 
of the press is so complete. what justifica
tion is there for continuous admonish
ment of journalists and newspapers. Per
haps admonishment of the press - which 
is what the Prime Minister in particular 
indulges in at regular intervals • is one 
way of ensuring that the odd newspaper 
that believes in exercising some indepen
dence would be browbeaten into total 
submission. And invariably this is what 
happens after a severe public scolding. 
The newspaper concerned wh ich all along 
would have given a lot of prominence to 
government elites, now goes out of the 

public institution mcluding the ostensibly 
autonomous ones like the labour move
ment and the universities. Add to this, 
the authoritarian tendencies of individual 
leaders and you will understand why the 
press is so completely controlled. 

Communalism Of course, government 
leaders will argue that they have never 
sought to control the newspapers. All 
that they are concerned about is the way 
some dailies exploit communal issues. We 
would readily grant that there are news
papers - including those that are very 
pro-government that sometimes 
provide an unwarranted communal slant 
to certain social grievances. This is wrong 
and should be condemned by all those 
who value journalistic ethics and cherish 
multi-ethnic solidarity. Having said that 
let us not. however. be blind to the fact 
that the whole system is communal. 
There is no need to emphasise that the 
state is primarily responsible for this. 
Newspapers, more often than not, merely 
reflect these larger communal tendencies. 
Indeed, everything oonsidered, most 
newspapers have in fact been quite 
restrained in their approach to communal 
issues. 

Majority 
munalism' 
government 

The 'concern about com
argument aside, certain 
leaders have alo tried to 

state and the acquiescence exhibited by 
the newspapers is not just a question 
of the side that has more power using 
it to dictate and d1rect the behaviour 
of the side that has less power. There 
are actual laws - a whole gamut of 
laws - that facilitate the dominance 
of the press. There are laws like the 
Publication & Printing Act (1~84) which 
is of direct relevance to newspapers and 
all other publ ications. It is this law that 
requires all newspapers (and periodicals in 
general) to obtain a publishing permit 
(KDN) which has to be renewed every 
year. The permit can be revoked any t ime 
by the government and there is no appeal 
to the courts. The KON, and all that it 
stands for, plays a crucial role in curbing 
and controlling newspapers. As has been 
pointed out so often before, newspaper 
editors are ever conscious of the possibili
ty of losing their KDN -if they step out 
of line. But the problem is the line itself 
is ill-defined. Perhaps that 's the whole 
idea so that the permit will always remain 
a 'Sword of Oamocles' dangling over the 
heads of our editors and instilling fear in 
thei r hearts. 

Then, there are those laws which have 
an indirect bearing upon newspaper work. 
The Off cial Secrets Act for instance can 
be used against journalists who try to 
inform the publ ic through their news· 
papers of suspected mal-practices in the 
bureaucracy. Similarly, the Sedition Act 
would apply to a journalist - or any 
citizen for that matter - who is guilty 
of creating inter-ethnic ill-will. It is a pity 
that what constitutes 'ethnic ill-will' 
remains vague. There is also the Internal 
Security Act (ISA) under which journa
lists and others can be detained indefi
nitely without the benefit of an open 
trial, if they are suspected of consorting 
with the underground communist move
ment or of being 'subversive' and 'anti
national '. Again. it is the state that 
decides and determines who or what 
would be regarded as a threat to national 
security. 

•.. the government itself Is deprived of essential 
feedback from the people on Its own policies 

If one examines the actual appl icat ion 
of these laws, it is true that the govern
ment h3s been quite discriminate. In the 
last 15 vears or so. only two or three 
weeklies in Bahasa Malaysia and one 
newspaper in Tami l have had their 
licences revoked. During the same period, 
4 or 5 month I ies have been suspended. at 
different times. Also a couple of journa· 
lists have been charged under the Sedi
tion law, a handful of them have been 
arrested under ·ISA. However. in the 
ultimate analysis, it is not the frequency 
with which the government revokes 

and programmes. 
way to play down anything that is even 
slightly critical of the state. For the truth 
of the matter is that there is hardly a 
s.ngle newspaper in the country that is 
committed enough to the ideals of free
dom and justice to hitch its wagon to the 
stars. The vast majority continue to 
wallow in the filth of our times - the filth 
of cowardly compromise, of pragmatic 
adjustment born of self-serving interests. 
ControiAt this point one should perhaps 
ask: why is there this total dominance of 
the press? There are a whole variety of 
reasons which we shall not discuss in 
deta i l. For one thing , when the 
distribution of power is so lop-sided (as in 
our society) the drive towards develop
ment of the kind that is taking place. is 
bound t o strcnghthen the pol itical mus· 
des of the elites. This in turn creates a 
certain degree of restlessness among the 
poor and powerless. In order to curb this, 
the eli tes impose even greater control 
upon the channels o1 articulat ion like 
the newspapers. The elite desire to con
trol becomes even more pronounced 
when it is so used to overwhelming 
dominance of the entire system. This is 
certainly true of our situation where the 
ruling Barisan has enjoyed nothing less 
than a four-fifth majority in Parliament 
for the last 11 years and lords over every 
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explain t he state's relat ionsh ip with our 
newspapers as something that is to be 
expected in a situation where the vast 
majority of people support the coalition 
in power. The newspapers, they say. 
merely represent the views of the majori
ty. 'Shouldn't the maJority view 
dominate?', they ask. There are however. 
certain flaws in this sort of reasoning. 

First, the majority view may occupy 
centre-stage but minorit•t opinion should 
also be heard. Unfortunately in most 
newspapers subordinate voices, as we 
shown. are often stif led and somet imes 
suppressed altogether .• And yet i~ is a 
truism that a political system has no right 
to describe itself as a democracy if it does 
not provide sufficient space and scope to 
minority opinion. Indeed it is this qual ity 
- apart from the legitimacy it accords to 
dissent on fundamenta s • that distin· 
guishes a democracy from all other sys
tems of government. 

Second, a subordinate voice must be 
heard because it may well be the voice of 
truth. History has proven t1me and aga1n 
that simply because one commands the 
majority it does not follow that truth and 
justice are are on one's side. After all, 
wasn't it the majority. or more accurate
ly, those who claimed to speak for the 
majority. who invariably punished and 
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••• a mandate from the majority ... Ia not a blank 
cheque to do anything one wants. 
persecuted the prophets in all the great 
spiritual traditions? And weren't these 
messengers of truth, voices in the wi lder
ness for a very long while? It is sometimes 
cynically observed that if any of the 
sacral personal ities of the past were to 
return today to those societies where 
authoritarian elites are in complete con
trol ot the media, their teachings would 
be blocked out of the newspapers! 

Even in our own times there are 
numerous examples to show that the 
majority argument should never be used 
to suppress the truth. Can you imagine 
what would have happened if in 1972 the 
American President Richard Nixon had 
used his 'si lent majority' to stop investiga
tions by those dedicated journalists who 
in the end, exposed his role in the Water
gate scandal'? Those journalists, inciden
tally, were not elected by the masses. 
This is an important point to make for 
our Prime Minsister, like certain other 
leaders, is very fond of argu ing that jour
nalists, academics, social activists and the 
like have no business criticising popu
larly-elected governments since they 
themselves are not elected by the people! 
It is a fallacious view for it displays incre
dible ignorance of the responsibility that 
each and everyone of us has to pursue 
truth and defend justice according to our 
understanding and ability. In this con
nection, wouldn't it be il logical to suggest 
the Hong Kong-based regional newspaper 
that exposed the BMF scandal should 
first have obtained a mandate from the 
Malaysian electorate? What about Indian 
and British newspapers which, over the 
years, have exposed various cases of cor
ruption and mismanagement? No one has 
ever told them that they have no right to 
reveal the misdeeds of elected govern
ments since the majority didn't vote them 
in. The point that is being made is in fact 
quite simple: a mandate from thP. 
mojority is not everything. It is not a 
blank cheque to do anything one wants. 
In the ultimate analysis, whether one re
presents the majority or not, one has to 
submit to t he principle of right and 
wrong. 

Third, those who use the majority 
argument seldom ask how that majority is 
obtained. While actual balloting in Malay
sian elections has been relatively clean, 
the competition leading up to the elec
tions has been anything but fair. In be
tween elections the newspapers as a 
whole - as we have already noted in 
another context - give l ittle coverage to 
opposit ion parties. Other avenues of com
munication with the general public are 
also severely limited. It goes without 
saying that the state-run Radio and Tele
vision service is beyond the reach of the 
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opposition. For all intents and purposes, 
public rallies remain prohibited. Even 
smal ler group discussions (ceramahs) have 
to fulfil all sorts of police conditions. 
When the opposition is hampered and 
hindered by countless obstacles placed in 
its path by the ruling Barisan, how con 
that same Coalition regard its electoral 
majority as an authentic majority? It is a 
majority securep with the dice heavily 
loaded in favour of those in power. It is a 
majority that has very I ittle moral legiti
macy. How can one use such a majority 
to justify government dominance of the 
media? 

Finally, we must real ize that this elec
toral majority that is so often used as a 
justification for all sorts of misdeeds 
camouflages the whole truth about the 
degree of actual support that the Barisan 
commands. For in the 'first-past-the-post' 
electoral system practised in our country, 
a candidate can secJre a seat even if he 
defeats his rival by just one vote. Since 
seats - and not actual votes east - provide 
the basis for determ ning a party's majori
ty in Parl iament or the State Assemblies, 
one can get a situation where a party in 
power obtains 70 per cent of all the seats 
but only 40 per cent of all the votes. And 
indeed, th is is exactly what has been 
happening in our Parliamentary elections. 

The Barisan and its predecessor, the Al
liance, have never managed to secure even 
60 per cent of total votes cast throughout 
t he Federation . Yet, for many years now 
it has occupied four-fi fths of all seats in 
Parliament - as we 10ted earlier on. What 
this means is that the Barisan should be a 
little more modest about its electoral 
majority. The opposition taken together 
has always enjoyed substantial support 
too. Even electoral ari thmetic, in other 
words, demands a fairer treatment of 
non-Barisan sentiments and analyses in 
the newspapers. 
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Conclusion Fairer treatment and more 
equitable coverage for all those groups 
and individuals outside the corridors of 
power should be part of a more compre
hensive struggle to ensure that newspa
pers are allowed to perform their rightful 
roles in, and discharge their just responsi
bilities towards, society. Journalists them
selves should lead this struggle though 
others who are fervently committed to 
justice and freedom must also be willing 
to participate actively. 

It is lqudable, in this regard, that the 
National Union of Journalists (NUJ) has 
already asked for a review of existing press 
laws. That is the first step. The NUJ 
shou ld now mobilise support from other 
trade unions, public interest societies and 
political parties to provide added strength 
to its just demand. This is a particularly 
good time to launch a nation-wide cam
paign for the revocation of laws like the 
Printing and Publication Act (1984) since 
General Elections may be just around the 
corner. Because the Barisan needs the 
endorsement of all important social 
groups in order to make a clean sweep of 
the poll, it may be in a mood to listen to 
the views of the journalists. 

However, changing the existing state 
of affairs is only half the battle. The 
other more crucial challenge is to provide 
a firm basis for the growth of press free
dom. This could perhaps be done through 
the promulgation of Press Charter. The 
Charter cou ld be drawn up by the press, 
consultation with the public and the 
government. It should embody the rights 
and responsibilities of each - the press, 
the public and the government - in rela
tion to one another. The Charter could, 
for instance, emphasise the responsibil ity 
of a journalist in such matters as accurate 
report ing, balanced coverage and analyti
cal interpretation. At the same times, the 
public should have the right to comment 
and criticise. The Charter shou ld also 
spell out the responsibility of the govern
ment tor providing tull information to 
the public on all matters of social im
portance. 

To emphasise the supremacy and sig
nificance of the Charter, it should be 
adopted and protected by Parliament. 
Any violation of the Charter by any 
group or individual should be resolved 
through judicial processes. If the judiciary 
is independent, this in itself wi ll reinforce 
further the autonomous character of the 
Charter. 

Of course, in the ultimate analysis the 
Charter is also just a scrap of paper. It can 
be trampled upon. It can be torn to 
shreds. The only real guarantee for the 
perpetuation of a free press is the pre
sence of a free people. For only when 
people are free can the press be free • 

Chandra Muzaffar 



The Pressed 
In Malaysia? 

T hat the Malaysian government is re
thinking its "liberal policy" of 

issuing permits (KDN) to local publishers 
in the country comes as a big surprise and 
scare. 

To start with, the government's policy 
on KDNs has been anything but liberal, 
especially with the introduction of the 
new Print ing Presses and Pub I ications Act 
(Orwellian 1984) Indeed, any govern
ment move to curb the little available 
"freedom" that we now have would make 
the situation claustrophobic. 

Why do we feel that there is not much 
liberal ism around even though the 
Mahathir administration claims that it has 
given out "more KDNs than any govern
ment before .... "? 

One. A general survey of the publica
tions market would show that many of 
the local publications that have been 
given the KDNs are those that fill many 
of their tabloid and magazine pages with 
fashions, recipes, cartoons, entertain
ment, horror, sex, gossip and crime 
stories. The very nature of these materials 
does not provide the reader the real 
opportunity to reflect upon pressing 
social issues and to be acquainted with 
important events. 

Of course, this is not to deny that 
there are some "comfortably serious" 
materials flooding the market, like 
magazines catering to the examination 
needs of the secondary school students 
and those that do bring out certain 
political, economic, social and religious 
issues. But magazines of the latter type 
are relatively few. Besides their format 
and slightly higher price tend to place 
them within the reach of only a selected 
few. Not only that, the f requency of their 
meeting with their readers is limited; 
generally once a month as in the case of a 
monthly. 

Not that certain quarters have not felt 
the need to fill this intellectual vacuum; 
but their vigour to correct this situation 
has encountered some problems. Nadi 
lnsan, for instance, had its permit suspen
ded (apparently permanently) because it 
did not seem to toe the government's 
l ine with regards to Malaysia's foreign 
policy. As for Aliran, its attempt to 
publish a Bahasa Malaysia monthly that 
would cater to a bigger audience was met 
with a rejection slip from the KDN 
people. 

IMMORAL/ 

MORAL! 

MORAL! 
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In view of this, some attribute the 
flooding of the market with racy tabloids 
and entertaining magalines in part to 
publishers having to choose the relatively 
easier path that does not jeopardise their 
KDNs and hence the financial viability 
of their ventures. 

Two. On the surface, one gets the 
feeling that there is enough variety among 
local publications to serve as channels for 
a plurality of ideas and opinions. Hence, 
one can get business, political, cultural, 
entertainment and sports publications 
from various publishers who are catering 
or trying to cater to one's taste. 

But in reality, these many publitations 
are by and large being produced by the 
same few media organizations which are 
directly or indirectly owned by certain 
groups of the ruling coalition 0r their 
close friends. This concentration of media 
ownership that is happening· in Malaysia 
(as in some other countries) helps create 
a situation in which a few media giants 
are able to publish not only daily news
papers but also magazines and distribute 
books and other printed materials, and 
partly own a private TV station. 

Perhaps at this juncture, it is worth 
reminding oneself of what French writer 
Jacques Ellul said, in his book, Propa
ganda, of propaganda: 

"To make the organization of propa
ganda possible, the media must be 
concentrated, the number of news 
agencies reduced, the press brought 
under single control, and ratio and 
film monopolies established. The 
effect will be still greater if the various 
media are concentrated in the same 
hands . . .. Of coufse, one must not 
conclude from this that the concen
tration of mass media inevitably 
produces propaganda. Such concentra
tion is a prerequisite for it." 
Three. Some major aspects of the new 

Printing Presses and Publications Act 
demand criticism. For one, the Act 
empowers the Home Minister to grant a 
permit (for the publishers) or a licence 
(for printing presses ownership and 
operation) that could be valid for 12 
months or "for such shorter period as 
may be specified in the licence or 
permit". In other words, due to some 
reason possibly only known to the 
Minister concerned, a publisher or printer 
could get a KDN that is valid for less than 
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12 months - which is more arbitrary in 
nature than the previous law. Secondly, 
as in the previous Act, the new Act 
bestows the Minister concerned with the 
absolute discretion to refuse a permit or 
licence application or its renewal. A 
rejected party can appeal in writing to the 
Minister "whose decision shall be final". 
The old press law however allowed the 
affected party to appeal to the King. 

Four. Thus, the KDN requirement 
makes the very thought of venturing into 
the million-dollar printing and publishing 
business {as is generally the case with 
today's modern and sophisticated 
publishing and printing industry) a scary 
one. For the publisher or the owner of a 
printing press may not know whether he 
will be given a KDN or whether it will be 
renewed. 

Five. This in turn creates the problem 
of self-censorship, which is largely a 
reaction to the overpowering KDN. Con
sequently, many a publisher, editor and 
journalist choose or tend to choose to 
tread the beaten path and not test the 
limits of the KDN. Needless to say, an 
emasculated press can be a frustrating 
one. 

Under such circumstances, it is diffi· 
cult to see how the local press can play a 
meaningful role in building up our demo
cracy. For the press certainly needs a 
better atmosphere to perform certain 
tasks such as servicing the political system 
by giving information and discussing and 
debating social issues; enlightening the 
general public so that it can make its own 
decisions and self-govern; and safeguard
ing the rights of the citizens by playing 
the role of a watchdog in relation to the 
government. 

The first function of a responsible 
press as stated above provides the citizens 
of a democratic country the opportunity 
to express their opinions, be they from 
the majority or minority groups. For the 
point is that one needs to have an 
exchange of ideas in the hope that the 
people and the authorities concerned 
could pick the best of these ideas and 
views before embarking on a new pol icy 
or programme. In this connection, the 
recent public discussion on the Anti
Dangerous Drugs Bill is a healthy, demo
cratic exercise, even though some press 
reports tended to be biased towards the 
"positive" aspects of the Bill. 

The second press function mentioned 
here enC:tbles the citizens to participate 
in the decision-making process, especially 
when an issue or policy is likely to affect 
their lives. This was shown by the people 
of Papan {of the nuclear waste dump 
fame) who knew that their r ights did not 
end at the polling booth. It was only 
logical for them to air their grievances 
through the media, among other channels 
of communication. 
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"As you are aware, governments are made up 
of men. Because men are imperfect they 
make mistakes. It Is only by pointing out 
(the mistakes) can the government raise its 
performance and fulfill the people's ambitions." 

The third function suggests that the 
people need a responsive and responsible 
press to check on the government so as to 
ensure that the government is doing 
things for, not against, the people. A 
lively press would certainly keep a 
government on its toes most of the time. 
This harmonizes with what Finance 
Minister Daim Zainuddin said recently in 
his address to Malaysian students in 
Chicago, USA with regards to the BMF 
scandal {NST April 16 1985): "As you 
are aware, governments are made up of 
men. Because men are imperfect they 
make mistakes. It is only by pointing out 
{the mistakes) can the government raise 
its performance and fulfill 'the people's 
ambitions." 

However, there are still people who 
believe that as a developing country 
Malaysia cannot afford the "luxury" of 
a liberal press that would constantly 
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question the government. Their fear is 
that it would jeopardise the SOCIO

economic development of the country. 
Don't rock the boat {whose?), in other 
words. On the contrary, it is precisely 
because one is not sure of the boat that 
concerned citizens and the press ought to 
be wary of every sen spent on every 
activity called "development". As a 
developing country with scarce funds, 
every sen the Malaysian government 
spends should count! 

Therefore, a truly liberal attitude 
towards press freedom in the country is 
long overdue. For a start, the government 
ought to re-appraise the wisdom of having 
the present press law. 

A muffled voice is a "noise" that 
easily attracts attention and invites 
unfavourable interpretations • 

Mustafa K. Anuar 

Development in the Third World usually means the over-development 
of objects and the underdevelopment of people. 

- Richard Gott 

Socio-economic development .•. for whom? 
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Dialogues of Concern - Dialogues 
of Hope 

felt greatly encou· 
raged to read a report in the Star ( 19 February 
1985) under the heading "Economic System 
Must Change". It said that a total of 13 
organizations comprising political parties, trade 
unions and special interest groups met with 
each other at a dialogue of concern session, 
arranged by Aliran to discuss the nature and 
consequences of poverty. 

The compelling picture that comes to mind 
is that of a gathering of people working 
together and achieving consensus on a number 
of issues, inspite of their seemingly incompa. 
tibia ideological backgrounds and orientations. 

It goes to show that people can and gene
rally do get together when it becomes clear that 
certain threats to the nation are common 
threats and require their common effort to 
overcome. 

As the "Dialogues of Concern", I believe, 
is a continuing dialogue, there is hope that 
more groups will join in the deliberations in 
future. It is only proper that when the country 
is stricken with an ailment, its people regardless 
of race or ideological differences should show 
concern that the ailment does not deteriorate 
to the point of death. 

It is my fervent wish that this initiative by 
Aliran will be supported by every well-meaning 
Malaysian, for right now is the time for Malay
sians to address themselves to the problems of 
the country and press for reforms in the system 
of government - reforms that will defend and 
reinforce the viability of our nation not only 

for now but for always. 

Abong 
Penang 

Kumpolan Kumuning Workers 
Rights Denied 

On January 20th 1985, 
5000 workers of Kumpulan Kumuning Sdn. 
Bhd., a subsidiary of Kumpulan Guthrie, 
received termination letters that their services 
would be terminated from 19 March 1985. Six 
estates in Selangor and Negeri Sembilan com
prising 14 divisions, are involved. Many of the 
workers have served the company for more 
than 20 years. 

The six estates which are to be sold to KL
Kepong Sdn. Bhd. are: Ayer Hitam, Jempol, 
N.S.; Satang Jalai, Jempol, N.S.; Jardin Paclang, 
N.S.; Kompok Rembau, N.S.; Ulu Pedas, 
Rembau, N.S.; Kerling, Ulu Selangor, Sel. 

The termination letter from Kumpulan 
Guthrie, though assuring them of continued 
employment in KL-Kepong, makes no mention 
of termination benefits. 

The workers believe that they are entitled 
to termination benefits, and should be given the 
option of whether or not to continue employ
ment with the new company. KL·Kepong 
stands to benefit from the continued services of 
the workers, because they fear an exodus of 
workers from the estates would mean a 
shortage of labour for their plantations, which 
they do not want, especially just after taking 
over the estates. 

The workers also feel that the NUPW is not 
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pushing their claim strongly enough because it 
is afraid that the workers will leave the estates 
thereby depriving the union of many members. 
The workers also point out that though Kum· 
pulan Kumuning has promised the workers new 
housing since 1975, nothing has been carried 
out. KL·Kapong would not even be bound by 
such a promise. 

The affected workers also fear KL-Kepong's 
reputation. They claim that KL·Kepong has 
forced workers to leave the estates on their own 
through various tactics, e.g, by forcing old 
workers to take on jobs that they cannot cope 
with, and thus forcing them to retire 'volun
tarily'; after maternity leave, women have 
been forced to take on tough new jobs; workers 
have been deprived of their COLA of $45/-; 
workers who visit the clinic but do not get 
medical leave, have been forced to take leave. 

KL-Kepong is also reputed to expect 
workers to wait for tree$ to dry up, and to 
continua tapping on rainy days or past working 

hours without payment of overtime. Old and 
experienced workers have been known to retire 
on their own accord after being psychologically 
broken when they were assigned humiliating 
jobs. The workers fear that KL-Kepong will get 
many of the present workers to retire volun· 
tarily before they reach retirement age, thus 
depriving them of retirement benefits. 

Hence, they wish to be able to collect termi· 
nation benefits now. 

Actions taken by the Workers 
At the moment, the workers in Kerling have 

refused to work overtime and to do contract 
work. They claim that the management has got 
police to harass union leaders and workers by 
not allowing them to hold meetings. They also 
claim that they are under surveillance by the 
estate auxiliary police. 

A labour activist in Kerling Estate was called 
during work to see the police officer in Kuala 
Kubu Baru. He was asked to tell the workers to 
resume over-time and contract work. He replied 
however that the workers are refusing to do so 
bectluse of the arrogance of the estate manager, 
and that if he did so, the workers would accuse 
him of corruption. Union leaders in the estate 
suspect that this episode is the outcome of 
management influence on the police to pressure 
the workers. 

On 24 February 1985, the affected union 
branch leaders decided to come together to find 
ways to protect their rights. A resolution was 
drafted and presented to the press and public 
on 25 February 1985. 

Kumpulan Kumuning's associate director of 
personnel, John P. Lee claims that his company 
need not pay termination benefits under the 
law as revised in 1983. 

Surely, the intent of the law is not to trea1 
workers like chattel on the estate, as if they are 
indentured to work for whoever owns it. That 
would surely be a neo-feudal interpretation. 

The owners of the estate may have every 
right to sell an estate, but surely not the 
workers on it. 

Kumpulan Guthrie should therefore provide 
termination benefits to the workers who have 
loyally served them for many years, and also 
share the profits from the sale of the estates 
with the workers. 

Correspondingly, KL-Kepong should ensure 
attractive terms and conditions of service to 
ensure that workers remain on a voluntary 
basis. 

According to official government figures, 
the poverty rate among plantation workers 
jumped from 35% in 1980 to 55% in 1983! 

An RRI study found an average unemploy· 
ment rate of 19% on estates in 1981, during the 
height of the alleged plantation labour short.age. 

Although pockets of labour shortage have 
undoubtedly existed, the shortage has been 
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used as a pretext to use more contract labour in 
general, and immigrant labour in particular 
resulting, of course, in depressed wages, and 
working and living conditions on the estates, 
which have, in turn, only compounded the 
labour problem. 

Caught between a largely unsympathetic 
management and an impotent union (once 
cultivated by colonial officials), rubber estate 
workers, for example, have seen their real wage 
decline by 8% while their output increased by 
128% during 1960-81, according to the same 
RRI study. 

The Malaysian public expects the relatively 
new Malaysian management of plantation
based companies, such as Kumpulan Guthrie, 
to act in a more enlightened fashion than their 
colonial predecessors, to teed by example, to 
create conditions of work to encourage new 
work ethics, consistent with the promise of 
'Malaysia Incorporated', i.e. to work together 
and to share the gains of economic progress and 
development. 

Good Sign 

Jomo K.S. 
INSAN 

Petaling Java 

The recent meeting 
held in the Chinese Assembly Hall, Kuala 
Lumpur between PAS and some non-Malay 
groups augurs well for inter-ethnic relations in 
our country. The present PAS leadership has 
explained that their Ideology and policies do 
not countenance the supremacy of any one 
race. Apparently they believe in the unity of 
mankind with the proviso that only Muslims 
(of any race) can form the ruling group in an 
Islamic-type nation. 

How these pronouncements will be carried 
out in practice cannot of course be taken for 
granted but we at least know that PAS opposes 
ethnic discrimination in principle. Their stand 
has helped to improve the tone of inter-ethnic 
relations which have been deteriorating. Unfor
tunately certain UMNO-controlled Bahasa 
Malaysia newspapers have reacted to this 
development with some rather vulgar diatribes, 
attacking PAS for having assembled at a non· 
helal venue and for using the Mandarin language 
on the banners outside the Hall. It is at times 
like these that one wonders who are the 
communalists and the extremists in this 
country. 

The non·Muslims, on the other hand, must 
be prepared to respond to this effort at 
communication. Whatever the past mistakes of 
PAS in this respect, one must be sensitive and 
sensible enough to realize the significance of 
their willingness to discuss national harmony. 

Furthermore in the Dialogues of Concern 
organized by Aliran, PAS has been an active 
participant together with a broad spectrum of 
organizations including DAP, FOMCA, MTUC 
and some Christian groups. Such a meeting of 
hearts and minds reveals a broad consensus on 
fundamental national issues among many 
important political parties and interest groups. 
It is the duty of every Malaysian who feels 
anxiety for the multi-ethnic character of this 
nation to support the Dialogues of Concern and 
Aliran's initiative in iaunching them. 

Vox Populi, 
Penang. 

Knowing the 'Fatihah' 

Please allow me to 
make some clarifications in relation to the 
discussion on Islam in the press. 
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Islam is not just a question of a few Islamic 
greetings and whether non·Muslims can use 
them or not. Many have this impression because 
they have been nursed for ages on Imperialist· 
type Islam. They cannot find the time to study 
the Translations and the Sayings of say Maulana 
Muhammad Ali, whose works appeared as early 
as 1917. Nor can they find the time to read a 
more recent work by one Prof. Dr. Mahmud 
Yunus, published in Jakarta in 1973. Unless of 
course people are really bookworms like Kassim 
Ahmad or Ustez Hadi Aweng or Dr. Chandra 
Muzaffar or Shah non Ahmad. 

Islam is for all mankind. It is not so hard to 
know Islam. It is the few 'haves' who have 
made Islam easy for themselves and very hard 
for the majority have-nots. 

Since non-Muslims cannot be expected to 
study everything in Islam, there has to be an 
easier way. The quicker way to know this world 
religion is through the Fatihah. The Fatihah 
which is the first chapter of the Our'an, 
contains only seven verses and is also known as 
the Mother of the Our'an. Every adult Muslim 
(15 and above) must read it not less than 17 
times daily without filii, in sickness or in health. 

The first five verses of the Fatihah urge 
Muslims to be grateful to Allah Almighty 
because of all His sustenance for mankind. The 
lest two verses warn them to be extra careful of 
those upon whom wrath is brought down and 
of those who go astray. Who are these two 
groups of people if not the few 'haves', Muslims 
and non-Muslims alike? They are the ones who 
have been cheating, suppressing, spending 
lavishly, robbing, killing etc, since the time of 
Prophet Adam. 

If non·Muslims understand this about Islam 
for a start, things will be better. 

B.A. 
Alor Setar 

Religious extremism in our society 

Religions have played a 
dominant role in the growth of civilizations. 
Spiritual wisdom and religious beliefs have 
motivated mankind for thousands of years. 
Many wonderful developments in art and 
culture have been inspired by religious beliefs 
and traditions. Nevertheless we have to acknow· 
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ledge that the history of religion has also been 
tarnished by many evils and misdeeds perpetua· 
ted in the name of God and religion. Fanaticism, 
bigotry and misguided zeal have been respon· 
sible for the many unfortunate incidents both 
in the past and present. 

Today in our society a number of groups 
and individuals are resorting to underhand 
tactics and 'sales gimmicks' to promote their 
religion. Recently I came across a strange 
pamphlet displayed on my car window screen 
in Taman D.R. Seeni~asagam, lpoh. It was one 
of the meanest form of religious propaganda I 
have seen in years. It was being distributed by 
members of the "Church of lpoh". Very clearly 
all the propaganda was aimed at confusing and 
belittling the Hindus and Buddhists in the 
country. 

These overzealous fanatics are trying to 
promote Jesus Christ and Christianity in the 
wrong way. I list below a few headings under 
which these venomous materials were written. 
Though no direct mention of other faiths was 
made nevertheless we can all understand against 
whom they are directed. 
1. CURSED ARE THE IDOL MAKERS AND 

IDOL TEMPLE BUILDERS 
2. GOD SHALL DESTROY All IDOLS 
3. THE ONE AN ONLY TRUE GOD 
4. DO NOT BELIEVE IN MAN MADE 

RELIGIONS 
5. ERRORS OF POLYTHEISM AND SO 

FORTH 
These overzealous elements are obviously 

not aware of the finer points of Hindu and 
Buddhist philosophy. These people are trying 
to make God and his teachings the monopoly 
of their faith. Even sunshine and the air around 
us - simple elements of nature - are no one's 
monopoly. How God the omnisient and omni· 
present can be confined within the boundaries 
of one's own faith is hard to understand. These 
people are so obsessed with the idea of conver· 
ting other people to their faith. What we need 
in our society today are people who are truly 
t ransformed by the faith they profess. Instead 
of trying to convert other people these people 
must convert themselves to experience the 
deeper truths of their own religion. Once they 
can achieve this, their very lives will become 
the embodiment of the religion they profess 
and others will be attracted by the spiritual 
magnetism and holiness they transmit. 

I think the days when we looked upon 



UDA Flats in Kelawei Road were built on donated land. A two-room flat sells for over $100,000/-. 

others as pagans and infidels are long over. If 
only these people care to exemine the deeper 
truths of the so-called pegan faiths, it will 
enable them to understand better the subtle 
truths in their own religion. 

We must realize that we live in a multi· 
ethnic and multi-religious society and as such 
we must show more maturity end discipline in 
whatever we do in the name of God and 
religion. If we deliberately want to look at the 
superficial and negative aspects of another 
faith, no religion will be free from criticisms. 

The quality of a religion lies not in numbers 
but in the moral and spiritual stature of its 
adherents. Why are certain people so eager to 
save the souls of other people when they them
selves are far from perfect? They should do 
everything necessery to ensure that their own 
souls are saved before attempting to save 
others. Otherwise it would become a r.ase of the 
blind leading the blind. 

Responsible people and leaders of the 
various religions in the country should check 
and eliminate overzealous elements who go to 
extreme lengths to promote their religion. We 
should treat our own religion with dignity. Just 
because we want to gain a few converts we 
should not employ sales tactics end frighten 
ignorant people with threats of hell-fire. We 
should abide by certain ethics when we pro· 
mote our religion. 

Many people today are paying greater 
attention to the religious labels they wear and 
to outward appearances and norms. Are we 

getting lost in the dogmas and trivial aspects of 
our religion and forgetting the true essence of 
our faith? While these external norms are essen· 
tial to remind us of our identity and faith, by 
themselves they do not constitute true religion. 
True religion is a deeper experience which 
enables one to feel and enjoy a genuine spiritual 
kinship with all humanity. 

P.R. 
lpoh 

Unconcerned About Poverty? 

Aliran must be congra· 
tulated for organizing what it rightly termed as 
a "Dialogue of Concern on Poverty" (Ster: 
19-2-85}. 

There are three aspects regarding this discus
sion which deserve comment. 

First, it is a very crucial subject that requires 
the attention of all citizens. It is all the more 
important when one recalls that one of the two 
prongs of the NEP is the eradication of poverty. 

Second, it is also a historic occasion. I 
cannot recall any occasion when so many 
diverse groups had gathered together to discuss 
a topic that cuts across ethnicity, politics and 
religion. And what amazes me is that they 
could all unanimously come to certain conclu
sions and even make common recommenda
tions for the fight against poverty. 

Third, it is such a disappointment that the 
Press, except for the STAR, did not care to 
carry any news on this important discussion. 
There was a complete black out in the radio 
and T .V. news. The attitude of the news media 
is highly deplorable. They were absolutely 
unconcerned about the " Dialogue of Concern 
on Poverty". 

Poverty had indeed increased in the rural 
sector in spite of the government's efforts and 
policies. Could it be that these efforts and 
policies are contributing to the increase in 
poverty rather than solving the problem 7 If the 
cure is allowed to become the disease, then we 
are in one hell of a trouble! We have already 
lost billions in the BMF scandal; we should not 
foolishly waste more billions on remedies that 
refuse to be curative. 

This is why, the media should have not only 
reported this "Dialogue of Concern on 
Poverty" but should have carried the discussion 
and the conclusions in full. This would have 
enabled all of us to understand why poverty 
persists in spite of our efforts, what is wrong 
with our efforts, how and why we are losing 
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our battle against poverty. It would have 
provided an opportunity to the common man 
to participate in this crucial discussion and, 
perhaps, contribute his ideas towards the 
eradication of poverty. It would have also given 
the government an opportunity to taka a 
second look at its own policies and, if neces· 
sary, justify them to the nation. 

By completely blacking out all news on this 
important topic, t he news media had acted 
irresponsibly. It had not served the nation or 
the democratic process by its silence. Keeping 
the nation in the dark and the people unenligh· 
tened was never meant to be the role of the 
Press. 

An Immoral Deal 

Krishnan 
Penang 

One of the problems 
faced by the Penang Malays according to the 
local UMNO leaders and the Unit Bumiputra in 
the Prime Minister's Department is housing 
which is not within the means of many Malays. 
The State Government, the Penang Develop· 
ment Corporation (PDC} and the Urban 
Development Authority (UDAl have, in a way, 
done a little to overcome this problem but not 
to the satisfaction of some Penang UMNO 
leaders. 

About 2 years ago as a result of the initia
tive of some honest and sincere Malay residents 
in Kelawei Road, Penang, the State Govern· 
ment donated a piece of land which once 
housed an old Malay school, to the residents 
there who wanted to put up low cost flats 

exclusively for the Malays and other Bumi
putres. UDA undertook to put up the flats 
consisting of 95 two roomed units. The price 
was fixed at $35,000/- per unit. After comple
tion, UDA, instead of selling the flats direct to 
the low and middle income groups, as is its 
usual practice, decided to sell these flats to the 
Vayasan Bumi Penang for $6 million which 
works out to $70,000/- per unit. Thus the cost 
had doubled. There was a big hue and cry from 
those .who had hopes of buying these flats. The 
new price was simply beyond their means. The 
intending purchasers have now lost faith in 
UDA. 

The question I wish to pose is: why didn't 
UDA deal direct with the intending purchasers? 
Why should it sell the flats for $70,000/· each 
to Vayasan Bumi? UDA is supposed to help the 
Malays. As it is a Government Agency it is 
obvious it shouldn't make huge profits. 
Vayasan Bumi is, on the other hand, a commer
cial body managed by UMNO leaders and there
fore c. n't be expected to play Santa Clausl 
Vayasan Bumi has, in fact, made things difficult 
for poor Malays. The original price of $35,000/· 
per unit was meant to help the low and middle 
income groups own houses particularly within 
the city limits. 

Since most of the Malays in these groups 
find it difficult to purchase the $70,000/- flats, 
Vayasan Bumi has, through a housing agent 
decided to rent these flats to those interested in 
buying them eventually. The monthly rental is 
$320/- for 5 years and after the 5 year period 
the tenants would be given the option of 
purchasing these flats at a price to be decided 
later. The rental alone would come to about 
$20,000 for each tenant at the end of the 5 
year period. Since Vayasan Bumi purchased 
each unit at $70,000/-, the price of each 
unit would become $90,000/·. ($70,000/- + 
$20,000/- rental). When bank lo;10s are taken 
into account, each flat could cost over 
$100,000! Isn't it fantastic that a two-room 

•flat could cost over $100,000 when the land 
didn't cost a sen? 
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Strange as it seems Penang UMNO leaders 
have been silent over this "swindle". Unit 
Bumiputra in the PM's Department which is 
monitoring the welfare of Penang Malays has 
not questioned the acts of UDA and Yayasan 
Bumi. Why? 

It is hoped that with this letter, the P.M. 
and the Penaog UMNO Chief Datuk Abdullah 
Badawi will investigate this "Immoral deal" 
by UDA and Yayasan Bumi. Their actions have 
deprived the low and middle income groups 
among Penang Malays of the opportunity of 
living within the city. 

Ismail Hashim 
National Chairman 

socialist Democratic Party 
Penang 

God by any name ...... . 

A few years after I was 
born in a village in India some six decades ago, 
I was told by my parents that I was a catholic. 
Later on, when I went for my catechism class, 
the priest at the village church told us: 
"Beyond catholism, there is no hope for salva
tion of the soul". I also learned from him that 
if I had died before I was baptised, my soul 
would not have gone to heaven but would have 
landed in limbo. One day, when I referred to 
the Dictionary I found out that limbo is a 
"region on the border of hell ....•... " 

Since completing my education, I have been 
exposed to people of different religions, rlices 
and colours from different parts of the world. 
And I became convinced that there was no truth 
in what I was taught by the village priest. But, 
perhaps, back in the village, there may be many 
people who still believe in what they learned 
from the priest. 

I narrate this simple story in order to high· 
light a point in Zailan Moris's latter (The 
STAR, March 9). In it she says the term 
"Allah" can be used only by Muslims to signify 
the Supreme Being. She contends " ...... this 
term as used in the context of the ai·Ou'ran and 
in Islam carries with it its own peculiar denota· 
tions". 

Zailan appears to me to be an expert on 
religions and she drives home her point quite 
emphatically. As I understand it, the term 
"Allah" is an Arabic word. I would therefore 
like Zailan to tell me whether the term did exist 
before ai-Qu'ran was revealed and before Islam 
came to be established. If it had existed, then 
there is absolutely no logic in her argument that 
the term "Allah" should be confined to only 
Muslims. 

In her letter Zailan goes on to say that 
Christian and Hindu concepts of God are 
different from the Muslim concept and that in 
Mahayana Buddhism, the Supreme Being is not 
conceived as a personal God. Nevertheless, I am 
grateful to her because she does not dispute the 
fact that there is only one God, even though 
her description of the Supreme Being as 
"Allah" for Muslim, "Father" for Christians 
and "Brahman" for Hindus could cause con· 
fusion in the minds of ordinary people. 

What I fail to understand is that having 
given different connotations to the Supreme 
Being, why does she suggest that non-Muslim 
use the term "Tuhan" in the Malaysian context. 
Why not let the Hindus use the term 
"Brahman", the Christians "Father" and the 
Buddhists whatever they want, based on their 
religious writings and teachings? 

May I also ask one more question to Zailan: 
If she is required to address a multi-religious 
gathering, and if she wants to conclude her 
speech with the wish that 'May God bless His 
audience', how will she express it? 
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What Zailan fails to recognise is that if 
God were to be addressed and signified in 
different terms, then it would invariably con
fuse the ordinary people, in the same way as I 
was taught religion by my village priest. 

Religions came into existence from time 
immemorial to lead us to the path of God, 
which is to love each other and to serve our 
brothers and sisters. But today religion is being 
used by greedy capitalists and unscrupulous, 
bankrupt and power-i:razy politicians for selfish 
reasons. People are incited to hate each other 
and commit murder in the name of religion in 
many parts of the world. 

In Malaysia we have doctors who would not 
touch their patients; civil servants who would 
refuse to read documents in which the word 
"pig" is written. There are Muslims who refuse 
to eat vegetables grown by Chinese. Institutions 
of education have become a common place for 
ethnic polarization. Where is all this leadtng to? 

I often wonder whether it is absolutely 
necessary to have a religion to have faith in 
God. This world will be a better and more 
peaceful place to live in if all the people address 
the Supreme Being in one name - whatever it 
may be. 

K. George 
Kelang 

(We reproduce below Zailan 's letter so that 
readers will have a better picture of the issues 
involved- editor) 

Language & Religious Pluralism 

I refer to the letter by 
''Peace" in the STAR inquiring whether the 
Arabic term "Allah" can be used in the 
contexts of religious traditions other than 
Islam. 

linguistically, the term "Allah" means "The 
God". ("AI" signifies the definite, singular 
article "the" and "ilah" means "God"). How
ever, this term as used in t he context of the 
ai·Ou'ran and in Islam carries with it its own 
peculiar denotations. 

To my mind, it is not appropriate for non· 
Muslims to use the term "Allah" to signify the 
Supreme Being in their religious discourse. My 
reasons are not based on religious chauvinism 
but rather on the value and importance of 
clarity and accuracy. 

Words signify and possess connotations and 
denotations. The term "Allah" in Islam signifies 
and denotes the Supreme Being who is the 
Creator and Sustainer of the Worlds {in Islamic 
cosmology there is not t his one phenomenal 
world of ours only); the being to which one 
does not ascribe any partners nor anthropo· 
morphizes. 

In short, the term "Allah" is used in an 
uncompromi.sing monotheistic creed. 

This Muslim concept of the oneness of God 
is not to be found in the other major religious 
traditions in Malaysia. 

For example, although in Christianity there 
is a belief in the existence of one God, this 
belief is understood in the contexts of the 
trinitarian hypostasis of God as the Father, the 
Holy Spirit and the Son. Thus the Christian 
concept of God differs from that of Islam. 

In Hinduism, God or the Supreme Being is 
known as Brahman. Although again there is a 
belief in one divine principle, Hindus conceive 
of Brahman in a pantheistic way. As the 
Scriptures state: "Brahman is all and all is 
Brahman". 

Furthermore, Brahman is also conceived as 
having different and separate hypostasis or 
manifestations such as Krishna, Vishnu, Shiva, 
etc. Since in Theravada Buddhism there is no 
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belief in the existence of a Supreme Being, 
there arises no problem. 

However, in Mahayana Buddhism, the 
Supreme Being is not conceived as a personal 
God, i.e., a God with a specific relation to man 
and ascribed with certain divine attributes as to 
be found in the Islamic conception of God. 

Thus, the term "Allah" will not describe 
accurately the Mahayana Buddhists' conception 
of the Absolute. 

If the primary objective of religious 
discourse is to describe, clarify and communi· 
cate to the adherents of a particular religious 
tradition and the non-adherents too, the 
concepts and basis of its religious beliefs, then 
it is best that it uses terms which can signify the 
specific intended meanings accurately and to _ 
avoid using terms which are loaded with conno· 
tations and denotations inconsistent with its 
beliefs. 

To do the latter is only to create confusion. 
Thus, in the Malaysian context, I would suggest 
the use of the neutral term "tuhan" to signify 
God in non· Islamic religious discourse. 

One must bear in mind that even if one uses 
the term "Allah" in religious d iscourse apart 
from Islam, it does not obliterate the fact that 
there exists a plurality in the conception of the 
Supreme Being. 

In other words, one must not think that by 
using the same term to signify the Supreme 
Being one has resolved or got rid of the 
problem of religious pluralism. One must 
distinguish between linguistic categories and 
metaphysical entities. 

Although the various religions may be 
talking about the one and same metaphysical 
entity - the God or Supreme Being - but 
because the conception of this metaphysical 
entity differs, it is appropriate that one uses the 
linguistic categories which are abla to describe 
most clearly and effectively the particular 
meanings one wishes to render. 

Most often this means using the original 
linguistic terms. Thus, it is not surprising that 
in the study of comparative religion, scholars 
are particularly careful not to use substitute or 
foreign terms when discussing the concepts of 
a particular religious tradition. 

This is done with the sole purpose of 
ensuring that one preserves the genuine and 
original meanings of the concepts in question. 
Therefore, the pluralistic conceptions of the 
one God is accurately reflected in the diversity 
of linguistic categories used. And this is indeed 
reflective of the religious situation of man. 

Of course, there are the mystics who by 
their accounts have transcended the plural istic 
conceptions of God and religion, therefore that 
of language too. To them language poses no 
problem for silence is sufficient expression! 

Zailan Moris 
Universiti Sains Malaysia 

Penang 

Printers' Plight 

At last something is 
being done about illegal printing presses. The 
Deputy Home Affairs Minister himself led the 
raid against these presses a few days ago. 

We hope that it is not a case of "hangat· 
hangat tahi ayam". The raids must go on. There 
must be more action against these illegal 
printers. 

These printers have made life very difficult 
for the legal, law-abiding printers like us. Our 
profits are low because of competition from 
these illegal chaps. We have t~ pay for all sorts 
of things like licence fees and SOCSO. 

A Printer 
Penang 



_TheH_uma_nF•_•• O, rganising--
the Exploited Part. 

I met BMS around 9.30 p.m. We sat 
in a restaurant and ordered our 

drinks. BMS asked for coke and I for 
a cup of local coffee. Both of us were 
looking at the waiter as he walked away 
from us. There was a short silence. I 
decided to begin the conversation by 
asking him about his wife and son. He 
told me that they have gone to Seremban, 
to her mother's place. 

Isn't she working? I asked. 
Yes, she was. But she just stopped 

working. 
Was there any problem? I was curious. 
The Wife Well, you see I was looking 

for a place to stay near my working place. 
I found a decent place and moved in. I 
assumed public transport was available. I 
was wrong. Only after moving in did I 
find out that the bus stops about 2 to 3 
miles outside the place I stay. My wife 
was working as an operator in an electro
nic firm. So I had to take her to work. I 
was working myself. There were times it 
was impossible for me to get her to work. 
When she was absent she was asked to 
explain herself. Earlier I had rehearsed 
with her on how to answer the supervisor. 
She got away once. When it happened 
again, she was sent to the 'scope' section . 
The transfer is usually done as a 
punishment for 'indisciplined' workers. 
My wife had a lot of problems. She had 
sleepless nights after working with the 
microscope. She had headache. She 
complained of a nauseating feeling. 
For some time I was able to take her to 
work on time. Then one day it happened 
again. She was absent for a day. When she 
repartee for work the next day, the 
supervisor got nasty with her. He kept 
on talking about productivity; my wife 
kept on talking about her transport 
problem and asked him why the company 
bus did not come to her place. The 
agrument was a good excuse for the 
management to dismiss my wife. So I 
have sent her and my son for a vacation 
to her mother's place in Seremban. 

Some thoughts passed through my 
mind. Corporations don't really care 
about their workers. All they are interes
ted in is maximising profits. Well if BMS's 
wife is unable to make it on time because 
of transport, just get rid of her and get 
another one. I let the thoughts pass and 
then asked BMS, 'How is your work?' 

The Present job Okay. It is a firm 
without a union. 

Are you intending to unionize? 

I can't. The man who got me the job 
knows my past. He told me that he 
would not tolerate any problems from 
me. He asked me to give my word that 
I will not involve myself in trying to 
organize a union. I am forced to keep 
quiet. Besides I am well over 30 years. 
It will be difficult getting a job in any 
firm at my age. Firms are looking for 
young people between the ages of 22 
and 25 years. There is of course no 
written law on this. But this is the prac
tice. They want young and active 
workers. They can get more out of 
young workers. The older workers are 
more of a liability. Against this back
ground I had to grab the job. I needed 
it. I have a wife and a son to look after. 

How is the situation in your work
place? 

Well, it is a non-unionized firm so 
things are not really fair. No cost of 
living allowance (COLA). No bonus. 
We must do overtime. Cannot say 'no' 
to overtime even if we want to. They 
pay us around $320. I do not really 
know how they work out their basic 
salary ... There is one good thing about 
this factory though. They seem to be 
safety conscious. They have safety 
posters. Safety boots. Safety devices 
in the factory. This definitely helps 
in educating and protecting the workers. 
In fact there is an award system in my 
factory. The section that observes safety 
regulations and goes through a month 
without any accident gets a prize. All 
the workers in the section also get some
thing to take home. Last month my 
section won the safety competition and 
I got household utensils as a prize. 
Because of the award system a strange 
behaviour is developing. A colleague 
may shout at you 'not because you are 
doing something unsafe which will 
endanger your life but because the 
section wil l lose· marks for safety obser
vation and may .not qualify for the 
award. 

You like the safety aspect of the 
working experience? 

Yes. It is my pet interest. In fact I 
have just submitted a letter to the ma· 
nagement for safety precaution in our 
work site. You see we have an overhead 
crane, running above us carrying things 
up and down, left and right. Sometime 
ago the cable holding the crane snapped 
and the crane just fell down. Fortunately 
there were no workers below the crane 
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at that moment. So no one was hurt. 
But you can't depend on luck all the 
time. The cables are never checked. This 
is unsafe for workers. So I have written 
to the management to have a periodic 
check of the cables. 

Have you received any response from 
the management? 

Nothing so far. 
I looked at BMS for sometime. There 

was something in this man that kept 
him wanting to do things that would 
improve the human condition. 

BMS you were jobless for sometime 
weren't you? 

Yes. It was after I lost my previous 
job with CTO. 

How did you manage after losing 
the job at CTO and before getting the 
present job. 

By doing many things. Printing .... 
I did not like insurance. It was just 
another capitalist way of making money. 
Then he thought for a while and con
tinued, 'Well, maybe I am just a lousy 
insurance man." I went into printing 
with some friends. I invested some 
money I had. The printing business 
did not give me cash at once. And I 
needed hard cash to maintain my family. 
I was the eldest in a family of nine. I 
had a pregnant wife. And I had no 
money. 

Hearing BMS, I felt a pressure growing 
within me. I was beginning to under
stand yvhat it was like to be trapped. 
What did you do to look after your 
family, I asked. 

The Pasar Burung Job I worked in 
Pasar Burung. I worked as a labourer 
. . . broke boxes, distributed fishes, 
washed the place, loaded and unloaded 
boxes. • . I was able to take home some 
money, a little more than $200 a month. 

As he spoke of his work at Pasar 
Burung, I detected an element of 'anger 
with sadness'. This prompted me to ask 
him how he felt about working as a 
casual labourer. 

He looked at me. There was a preg
nant silence between us. And finally 
he said, "I had worked so hard for the 
union at CTO. But when I was in trouble 
no one really helped. The labour leaders 
just washed their hands. And left me in a 
limbo. I felt I was used. Even now I am 
very disappointed with the union." 

I too felt sad. And angry too. "Can I 
ask you a personal question," I ventured. 

He said. yes. He was waiting for me to 
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ask the question. I did not feel right. 
But I simply had to know. "Was your 
relationship with members of your 
family strained in any way while you 
were jobless and could not contribute 
much to the family's income?," I asked. 

He was silent. I felt miserable. He 
looked away for sometime and then 
looked at me. 'Well it was the usual 
thing. . . . I mean the questions .... 
Why did you get involved in the issues 
of the workers? Why couldn't you 
mind your own business? Why help 
others when you are yourself not steady? 
Why can't you be normal like the others? 
They told me that I was not responsible .. 
.. You see I am the eldest in the family 
and a lot of things are expected of me. 
My brothers and sisters were living 
together and so I had to make my con
tribution. When I found it increasingly 
difficult to contribute my share, the 
relationship between me and the others 
became strained. The whole thing came 
to a climax when my younger brother 
got marred. He wanted to stay in the 
house with his wife. . . My wife and 1 
were asked to leave in an indirect way. 
I had no choice. I had to keep my self
respect. I sent my wife to Seremban. to 
her mother's place. And I moved out. 

"I be:ame a waiter in a friend's 
restaurant. He gave me the job out of 
sympathy. He himself was doing just 
okay and did not really need a waiter. 
Aher that job, I got my present job. 
Things are alright now. The strain with 
my brother is still there. But it is much 
less now. I hold no grudges." 

Did you borrow money to make 
ends meet when you were jobless? 

Yes. My debts amounted to about 
$5000. I am still paying it. Before 
she lost the job at the electronic firm, 
my wife also helped a great deal to 
settle my debts. 

We stopped for some time. I needed 
a drink. I called for a glass of ice-water. 
BMS got himself a packet of Benson 
and lit a cigarette. I went on. Can you 
tell me something about your first 
working experience? 

The KFS Stint After school I worked 
for sometime in the MU canteen. But my 
first working experience in a factory was 
in 1971. I worked at KFS. The factory 
manufactured T -shirts, yarn and other 
textile items. You know what the pay 
was then? A mere $1.80 a day ... There 
was no union. Without a union the 
workers don't have protection and are 
at the mercy of the management. I 
decided to form one. I talked to the 
workers and got enough supporters to 
form a union. We applied to the Registrar 
of Trade Unions. He wrote to the com
pany to recognize us. The company did 
not want to. In fact its bosses tried to 
break up the union. They began victimi-
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sing workers. And finally one day they 
sacked a worker on flimsy grounds. The 
other workers got together and marched 
out of the factory in protest. The ma
nagement locked out the workers. For 
three days we protested. Our national 
union said that our action was wrong 
and that we should return to work, which 
we did after 3 days. We wrote to other 
national unions to intervene. Nothing 
happened. Finally on May 1, 1971 we 
marched to the office of the Trade 
Unions Congress asking them to 'close 
shop' for failing to throw their weight 
behind workers in distress and workers 
who wanted to unionize. Since working 
conditions in the firm did not improve, 
the membership became small. Leaders 
were victimized. Not being able to 
bear the victimization t hey left. The 
union idea was put into cold storage 
for the time being. 

In 1974 we started again the process 
of unionizing. This time we went to the 
homes of the workers. We talked to them 
at length to convince them of the need 
to unionize. We wanted the workers to 
understand that it was important to 
unionize. By the time I had also made 
contact with MOVE, an organization of 
young workers. My friends in the organi
zation gave me an insight into the labour 
laws and also gave legal support. With a 
better organized work-force and the 
support of MOVE we applied again 
for registration of our union. The regis
trar wanted the management of KFS to 
recognize us. The management tried to 
solve the problem by claiming that it 
was losing money and intended to close 
the factory. They started retrenching 
workers. In this way they were able to 
victimize the active members of the 
union. They cut our overtime. Because 
they were retrenching, the management 
could use the law to put us on rotation. 
We were given work for 3 days a week. 
The other 3 days were off-days. Thus 
effectively we were working for only 
12 days a month. Our monthly earnings 
came down to about $50. There was 
no overtime. The management had 
very cunningly brought us to our knees. 
Active union members started to leave. 
The union spirit dwindled. Things were 
getting very difficult for me too. In 
1974 I too left. 

Were you married then? 
No I got married only in 1981. 
Shaping the Mind There were other 

questions that were bugging me. How did 
BMS become so concerned for the wel
fare of workers. Where did he acquire his 
ideas? Who influenced him? How did his 
mind develop? I knew that he was from 
a working class fami ly. His father worked 
in an estate. He leh school while in form 
four because his father who had then 
retired could not support his education. 
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Besides his brothers and sisters too had 
to be educated. 

BMS gave me the answers, "When I 
was 18 years I was already with the 
opposition. I was an active member of 
Parti Pekemas. Pekemas was a splinter 
party f rom the Gerakan. 

Tan Chee Khoon, David, Zainal 
Rampak were all in Parti Pekemas. They 
were a great influence on me. Whenever 
I went for a talk by them, they talked 
of justice, of justice for the workers. 
This got into me. From the teginning 
my mind was moulded by the opposition 
spirit, by the great labour leaders of 
that time ... BMS paused for sometime 
... Funny in the beginning some of the 
leaders talked in strong racist language. 
They talked about Malays and non
Malays. They talked about the Chinese. 
They talked about the Indians. They 
talked about the Malays. When I started 
with them I was also a racist to a con
siderable extent ... By 1974, after my 
experience with the KFS factory wor
kers, my racial consciousness receded. 
I now believe that factory workers, 
whatever their race, have tre same 
problems. Racial consciousness among 
workers only destroys their unity, their 
solidarity. The management directly or 
indirectly promotes racial consciousness 
to keep workers apart ... 

BMS stopped for a while. He looked 
at me for some time. "There is some
thing else," he said, "aher leaving school 
I worked in the MU canteen for some 
time as I have already told you. I stayed 
in the barracks meant for canteen wor
kers. While staying at the University, 
I used to attend talks given by Syed 
Husin Ali. I found his talks very inte
resting. His talks gave me an insight 
into our socio~onomic system and 
whom it favoured. Syed Husin Ali, 
without his knowing, has contributed 
a great deal to my conception of right 
and wrong, of social justice in today's 
unjust world. 

There was silence. I reminded him 
of MOVE. I wanted to know if MOVE 
influenced him. 

Yes. To an extent. Aher leaving 
KFS in 1974, I was jobless for some
time. Then I joined MOVE. I contri
buted to building it into a national 
movement of young workers. Till I 
joined, MOVE was concentrating upon 
young estate workers. From 1976, there 
were attempts to organize factory 
workers. This was also the time when 
problems of workers and their working 
conditions in the free trade zones (FTZ) 
were getting reported. FTZ issues were 
coming up at that time· • 

M. Nadarajah 

(The second part of this arfcle will 
appear in next month's Human File 

-editor) 



Health 

Get Rid of Junk Food 
Preamble 

A forum on "The Junk Food Menace 
In School Canteens" was held on 

the 20th of October 1984. We, the 
parents, teachers and members of the 
Association of Canteen Operators 
(ASCOM) from the Federal Territory and 
Selangor who met at the Forum wish to 
indicate here our concern over the type . 
and quality of foods sold in the school 
canteens. 

The objective of a school canteen is to_ 
provide nutritious food to school children 
to enable them to participate effectively 
in the activities of the school. The school 
canteen should also be an avenue for 
incu lcating good eating habits among 
children. However the average school 
canteen has become a place for indiscri
minate sale of all kinds of unwholesome 
food to a captive clientele of thousands 
of innocent schoolchildren. 

The experience of some parents, 
teachers, and members of ASCOM and 
the Selangor and Federal Territory 
Consumers Association (SCA) has 
brought home to us the extensive 
presence of foods that are of li ttle nutri
tive value but very high ir] cost and foods 
that contain dangerous food additives, 
many of which are carcinogenic. 

Concerned about the effects of t hese 
foods on our chi ldren we have agreed to 
take a stand at this FORUM to help 
remove "Junk Food" ("Inappropriate 
Food") from the school canteens. For 
this purpose we hereby adopt the follow
ing resolutions: 

Resolution I 

Ministry of Education 

a) We call upon the Ministry to put more 
effort into seeing that the type and 
quality of foods sold in the school 
canteens are nutritious, safe and 
economical. 

b) We urge for the blanket removal from 
the school canteens of titbits or light 
snack foods such as sweets and pre
served fruits which are of little nutri
tive value but are high in cost. 

c) We urge for the removal of soft drinks 
of little nutritive value from the school 
canteens and Gall for the subs~itution 
of it with more nutritious drinks. 

d) We deplore the practice of students 

··~~~· . ·~ 
~ =~:,.,;,n:t . " 
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and teachers spending t ime and effort 
selling soft drinks and titbits in the 
school during school hours. We bel ieve 
that this activity should be carried out 
only by the canteen operators. 

e) We propose that less packaged food be 
sold in the canteens so that children 
pay for the food and not for the 
packaging and the advertisement of 
the products . . 

f) We deplore the sale of foodstuffs that 
have been proved to contain harmful 
additives. We would li ke such food 
items to be completely banned from 
all school canteens. The present 
practice of removing one sample of the 
foodstuff from a canteen does not 
solve the problem of it being chan
nelled to other school canteens. 

g) We call on the Ministry to bear in 
mind their past experiences w ith 
poorly maintained vending machines. 
We shou ld discourage its presence in 
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the school canteen unless someone 
takes the responsibility for it at every 
school. This we believe, could best be 
done by the canteen operator. 

h) We encourage School Heads to consi
der the request by ASCOM for a 5 
year tender for canteen operators 
willing to take part in the Model 
Canteen Project as we think it is a very 
good means of encouraging safe, and 
nutritious foods in school canteens. 
We call on the Ministry of Education 
to scrap all kinds of rental for the 
operation of school canteens so that 
cheaper food could be provided to 
school children. 

i) We urge the Ministry to include in its 
curriculum for primary and secondary 
schools a section on proper eating 
habits, the dangers of food additives, 
the dangers of processed foods, the 
strain on natural resources because of 
unnecessary packaging, the problem 
of proper disposal of packaging 
material, and any other information 
t hat encou rages healthy eat ing habits 
and ecological concern. 

j) We deplore and completely disagree 
with the argument that we must allow 
cheap "junk"/"inappropriate" foods 
to be sold in the school canteens 
because many of the children come 
from poor homes. We believe this 
encourages I ight snack foods, t itbits, 
and aerated water industries in their 
promotion of foods that do not give 
value for money. We suggest here that 
the Ministry subsidize the food 
requirement of the poor students in 
the country. 

k) We urge the Ministry to review the 
Buku Panduan for school canteens so 
that it will be effectively enforceable 
and have more clout in the implemen
tat ion of the guidelines contained. 
This will ensure that school ch ildren 
have safe, nutrit ious and economical 
food. 

I) We urge the Ministry to set up a panel 
to study a definite MENU to be used 
by all school canteens. 

Resolution 2 

Ministry of Health 

a) We call upon the Ministry to put more 
effort into seeing that the type and 

continued on page 15 
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Book Review 

Torture in the Eighties 
Amnesty International Report 1984 

Published by 
Amnesty International Publications 

1, Easton Street, London, U.K. 

Review by S.J. Tilak 

A mnesty International, the london
based human rights movement has 

just published two volumes documenting 
chilling facts on political detention, 
torture and executions aro1,.1nd the world. 

The annual report for 1984 covering 
117 countries reflects the activities and 
growth of human rights movement as a 
whole and the increased exposure of such 
abuses and violations despite efforts by 
many governments to suppress the 
distressing facts. 

The AI has meticulously collected and 
presented evidence of the extent to which 
governments have ordered or permitted 
the arbitrary arrest, detention, torture 
and execution of their own citizens. It 
asserts that no government is justified in 
claiming that such acts can be condoned 
or that the AI has no right to intercede 
on behalf of the victims. 

The organisation states that it has a 
mandate to seek the release of all 
prisoners detained because of their 
political, religious beliefs or because of 
their ethnic origin. sex, colour or 
language. These are known as prisoners of 
conscience. 

The latest in a string of such violations 
was the execution of Mahmood Taha, 
leader of the banned Republican Brothers 
Party of Sudan. Taha, aged 76, was 
sentenced to death on January, 18, for 
"non-violently opposing" the imposition 
of Islamic law in Sudan. Four other 
followers of Taha who were also 
sentenced to death were given three days 
to repent. 

In pursuing its mandate, the AI 
emphasizes that it is strictly impartial. 
"The AI does not work against govern
ments but against violations of human 
rights. It does not take sides in political 
or ideological ~nflicts. It neither 
supports nor opposes any political, social 
or economic systems", the report points 
out. 

The activities of the organisation are 
inspired by fundamental principles 
adopted by the member States of the 
United Nations and in many cases, 
ratified as legally binding by international 
treaty. These principles include the right 
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to life, the right not to be tortured, and 
the right to freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion. 

The report has expressed deep concern 
on the "deliberate killing" of several 
unarmed Tamil civilians and over 50 
Tamils detained in prison by the Sri 
Lankan armed forces. Thousands of 
prisoners were held without trials or trials 
that did not meet the international 
standards of fairness, in several countries 
including Sri Lanka, Pakistan, India, 
Nepal, Iran and Iraq. 

In Pakistan, prisoners were executed 
after trials before military courts from 
which there is no r ight of judicial appeal. 
In March 1983, there were 1350 prisoners 
under death sentence in the country's 
Punjab province alone. There are wide
spread political arrests in the country 
the report notes. 

The 382 page report records that 
death penalty was widely used in 
Jamaica, Japan, Turkey, the Soviet 
Union, Poland, Hungary, Czechoslvakia, 
Mozambique, Swaziland, the USA and 
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South Africa. Most of those executed in 
South Africa were Blacks convicted of 
non-political offences. However, these 
Black men were put to death after being 
convicted of "treason". 

The AI is disturbed that governments 
have attacked local groups that defend 
freedom and fundamental rights, often 
under the pretext that they constitute a 
threat to national security or touch on 
sensitive issues. Many have been accused 
of 'subversion' and detained in clandes
tine centres and tortured . Trade union 
leaders and clergy have "disappeared" in 
some countries. "The attacks on those 
who defend human rights are an attempt 
not only to deter dissent, but also to 
eliminate the very exercise of conscience." 
the report says. 

Torture 

The report on torture is not for the 
squeamish. Torture is usually part of the 
state-controlled machinery to suppress 
dissent. It has become an infernal instru
ment of government policy. There are 



gruesome details and some pictures as 
well in the report that covers 98 
countries. 

Floggings, amputations, rape and other 
forms of cruel and inhuman punishment 
were reported from several countries, 
particularly in Iran, Sudan and Saudi 
Arabia. Evidence of torture was also 
found in India, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, 
Turkey, Afghanistan, Guatemala, Syria 
and several African countries. Torture 
and execution of political prisoners were 
reported to be widespread in Afghanistan, 
inflicted by both government and 
insurgent forces. 

Abolishing torture will require a long
term commitment. "T oday's torture 
chambers demand an international 
response - a convention to enforce the 
prohibition of torture and of cruel, 
inhuman and degrading treatment or 
punishment- and a renewed and forceful 
commitment by individuals, journalists, 
professional organisations, trade unions, 
human rights groups and above all, by 
governments to expose and denounce 
torture whenever and wherever it 
occurs," the report pleads. 

In fact the AI had put a draft conven
tion before the United Nations, seven 
years ago, against torture, and presented 
a memorandum signed by a million 
people from around the globe urging the 

continued from page 13: Get Rid of Junk Food 

quality of foods sold in the school 
canteens are safe, nutritious and 
economical. 

b) We deplore the sale of foodstuffs that 
have been proven to contain harmful 
additives. We would like such food 
items to be completely banned from 
all school canteens. The present 
practice of removing one sample of the 
foodstuff from a canteen does not 
solve the problem of it being distri
buted to other school canteens. 

c) Realising that about 45% of the rural 
children are undernourished (IMR 
study 1984) and many of our children 
are consuming the wrong kind of 
foods, we suggest that this problem be 
addressed through a National Nutri
tion Policy that lays emphasis, besides 
other things, on proper eating habits 
among children and provision of safe, 
nutritious and economical foods to 
them which need not necessarily be 
packaged. 

d) We call upon the Ministry to regularly 
review the additives list with up-to
date scientific data so that harmful 
additives could be removed. 

e) We urge the Ministry to organize 
programmes to educate canteen 
operators on certain aspects of the 
food legislation like the section on 
additives. 

Salvadoran human rights workers show photos of torture victims 

world body to get the convention 
adopted. It can now take satisfaction and 
justifiable credit for the adoption of the 
draft convention against torture by the 
UN on December 6, last year. UN 
Secretary-general, Perez de Cuellar, hailed 
the adoption of the Convention banning 
torture and described the practice as "one 
of the most msidious evils of the modern 
age." 

"The world community has thus 
outlawed once and for all the abominable 
practices of torture. By this instrument, 

f) We urge the Ministry to introduce 
heavier penalties on retailers, whole
salers, and manufacturers for pro
ducing and selling food with harmful 
ingredients and additives. 

g) We call upon the Ministry to streng
then the Food Quality Control Section 
of the Ministry so that effect ive 
enforcement of the laws is carried out. 

Resolution 3 

Ministry of Information 

a) We call upon the Ministry to reject all 
advertisements on junk or inappro
priate foods that use children or 
exploit the innocence and naivety of 
children. 

b) We would like to see more educational 
programmes on food and nutrition on 
the radio and television to counter
balance the persuasion employed by 
the titbits (junk and inappropriate) 
foods and aerated water industries. 

c) We urge the Ministry to intensify its 
campaign to educate parents and 
teachers on the problem of "junk"/ 
"inappropriate" foods and on the 
importance of them spending adequate 
time with their children explaining the 
need to consume safe, nutritious and 
economical foods. 

d) We call upon the Ministry of Informa
tion to promote the virtues and use of 
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governments will now be obliged to make 
torture a punishable offence," he added. 

Under the convention no exceptional 
circumstances, such as war or public 
emergency, could be invoked to justify 
torture, nor could obeying orders of a 
superior officer or other authority be 
used as justification. 

This is a major milestone for the AI 
in its relentless, untiring efforts for a 
global programme to eradicate torture 
and prevent cruelty to prisoners • 

(Guest reviewer, S.J. Tilak Is a veteran journalist.) 

local fruits and fruit juices in school 
canteens. 

Resolution 4 

Ministry of Trade and Industry 

a) We call upon the Ministry to licence 
backyard industries producing food
stuffs and to increase vigilance over 
them so that they operate in healthy 
conditions. 

b) We call upon the National Consumer 
Advisory and Protection Council of 
the Ministry to take a more active and 
positive role in participating in the 
"Junk Food Menace in Schools" 
campaign. 

Resolution 5 

Ministry of Agriculture 

a) We call upon the Ministry to see that 
more local foods like fruits and 
vegetables are produced with priority 
given for local consumption than for 
export. 

Resolution 6 

a) We urge Parent-Teacher Associations 
(PT As) to become more concerned 
over the kinds of foods sold in school 
canteens and to have more say in the 
operation of school canteens • 

This art icle Is a contribution from the Selangor 
& Federal Territory Consumers• Association 
(SCA). 
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Human Rights 

Looking East 
Diminishing 

Human Rights? 

L ooking East, it is now obvious, is not 
just a question of emulating the work 

ethics of the Japanese and South 
Koreans. It also means learning to indus
trialize rapidly and becoming a dynamic 
Newly Industrializing Country (NIC) in 
the fashion of South Korea in particu lar. 
In fact, during a recent trip to South 
Korea, Prime Minister, Mahathir Moha· 
mad expressed this hope in no uncertain 
terms. 

Whether South Korea - the so-called 
'Little Japan' - is a good example of 
successfu l industrial ization is another 
matter. The crucial question for us is 
whether industrialization a'la South 
Korea wil l result in the strengthening of 
authoritarianism and the decline of 
human rights, or more specifically, civil 
and political rights? For it is well known 
that the ruling dictatorship in South 
Korea has no aversion to suppressing 
dissent and oppressing dissenters in a 
cruel and callous manner. 

As of now, there is sti ll a degree of 
f reedom and democracy in Malaysia. 
Elections are relatively free if not entirely 
fair; the ballot is secret and sacred; 
Parliament is democratically constituted; 
and the Judiciary enjoys some indepen
dence. At the same time, opposition 
pol itical parties are able to function 
within limits, trade unions exercise 
certain rights and public interest societies 
continue to organise activities and arti
culate ideas. 

There are, however, numerous curbs 
and controls which inhibit the develop· 
ment of democracy in the country. Apart 
from direct state ownership and manage· 
ment of radio and television, all news-
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The ruling dictatorship in South 
Korea has no aversion to 
suppressing dissent and oppressing 
dissenters in a cruel and callous 
manner. 

papers and other period icals are subjected 
to an annual licensing law. Under this 
law, they have to obtain a publishing 
permit from the government which has 
to be renewed at t he end of every year. 
This deters many of them from being too 
critical lest their licences are revoked. An 
even more effective deterrent against 
sustained public criticism especial ly of 
fundamental government policies per
taining to the economy, ethnic relations 
or the use of political power is of course 
the infamous Internal Secu rity Act (ISA). 
The ISA allows the government to detain 
anyone for any length of time without a 
publ ic trial. Purportedly aimed at com
munist insurgents (there is an illegal 
communist party in the country which is 
sworn to achieving its pol itical goals 
through violence), the law has been used 
in the past against non-communist 
political dissidents too. Its real impact is 
psychological : it has contributed in no 
small measure to the perpetuat ion of a 
climate of caution, even of fear. 

If anything, various other restrictions 
against societies and unions have tended 
to stultify public debate. Public interest 
societies for instance, have not only got 
to be registered with the government 
before they can begin their act ivities but 
can also have their office-bearers 
dismissed and constitutions amended by a 
government official. If they feel aggrieved 
by decisions of the bureaucracy, they 
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cannot seek redress through the courts. 
Similarly, how trade unions use their 
funds. how they expand with in a certain 
industry, their affiliations and even 
whether workers can form unions or not 
are all regulated by a government official. 
In the publ ic sector, unions are not 
allowed to negotiate their wages and 
working conditions. Equally serious is the 
prohibition against trade union leaders 
holding office in poli t ical part ies. Aca· 
demics are also prohibited from partici
pating actively in party politics. Likewise, 
students are not allowed to adopt public 
positions on social issues. 

The de-politicization of society has 
resulted in the accumulation and concen
tration of power with t he executive. Over 
the years. through actual legislation and 
through alterations to standing orders, 
the executive has reduced Parliament to a 
symbol shorn of substance. Again, 
through its overwhelming strength in 
Parliament, the government has curtailed 
the judiciary's power to check executive 
action. This is most vividly reflected in 
laws pertaining to the declaration of 
emergencies where neither Parliament nor 
the judiciary is in a position to scrutinize 
decisions made by the executive during 
an emergency. 

However dominant the power of the 
executive, it is doubtful if the new drive 
towards industrialization will make 
Malaysia another South Korea in the 
human rights sense. There are many 
differences in the two situations even 

The lsa has contributed to the 
perpetuation of a climate of 
caution, even of fear. 



now which make Malaysia much more 
democratic than South Korea. First, 
Malaysia has always had a civilian admini
stration. A civilian government practising 
some form of parliamentary democracy 
for 26 years creates a tradition of sorts. 
It is a tradition which South Korea with a 
history of direct and indirect mi litary 
involvement in politics does not have. 

Second, political authoritarianism in 
South Korea has also been reinforced by 
a "siege mentality" brought about by the 
war with North Korea in the early fifties 
and the perpetuation of tensions at the 
border since then. Malaysia's communist 
insurgency, on the other hand, effectively 
contained and confined to isolated 
patches at the Thai-Malaysia boundary 
does not generate the same sort of all
embracing fear within the population as 
a whole. 

Development almost everywhere 
seems to strengthen the power 
of economic, technological , 
bu reaucratic and political elites 
at the expense of people's 
participation in decisions which 
affect their lives. 

Third, there are certain features in the 
Malaysian social structure which make it 
more difficult for an outright dictatorship 
to emerge. Being a multi-ethnic society, 
there is a need to achieve a certain degree 
of consensus on national policies through 
consultations and deliberations. This 
forces the elites to observe democratic 
procedures in specific spheres of national 
life. In a sense it is a reflection of one of 
the paradoxes of democracy in multi· 
ethnic societies. On the one hand. the 
fact of being multi-ethnic inhibi ts the 
various communities from pursuing their 
respective interests with too much gusto; 
on the other hand. cultural pluralism 
brings about pol itical p luralism. Besides, 
Malaysia is a federal system with state 
authority helping to check to some 
extent any overt tendency towards the 
accumulation of too much power by the 
centre. In this connection. the Sultans of 
the various states. though symbolic. serve 
to balance the power of the Federal 
government. South Korea does not have 
any of these in-built checks and balances 
which of course makes it much easier for 
authoritarian rule to consolidate itself. 

Finally, those who have been at the 
helm of government in Malaysia since 
Independence in 1957, though not among 
the most faithful adherents to democratic 
practices. have nonetheless shown some 
respect for democratic processes. This is 
certainly not '<rue of South Korean 
leaders. 

While political and sociological circum
stances put Malaysia in a different 
category, one should continue to be wary 
however of the consequences for human 

rights of the type of development and 
industrialization pursued by most modern 
states. Development almost everywhere 
seems to strengthen the power of 
economic, technological, bureaucratic 
and political elites at the expense of 
people's participation in decisions which 
affect their lives. The causes of this trend 
are complex and vary from place to place. 
Generally speaking, high technology 
industrialization which requires the 
massive mobilisation of resources, exten
sive capital outlay. and rigid organisation 
of workers into a factory hierarchy 
appears to be a major factor. Perhaps an 
equally important cause is the structure 
and organisation of the nation-state itself 
which is invariably held together by an 
all-compassing bureaucratic framework 
that slowly erodes the autonomy and 
independence of grass-root communities. 
Whatever the reason, in both South Korea 
and Malaysia, development which empha
sises industrialization is often used as the 
justification for centralizing power with 
the state and indirectly with those 
capitalist interests protected by the state. 

There is, in addition, a specific aspect 
to industrialization in these two countries 
wh ich has grave implications for human 
rights. South Korea in the sixties and 
Malaysia in the seventies pursued export
oriented industrialization. Under this, 
multi-national corporat ions (MNCs) from 
abroad used Korean and Malaysian cheap 
labour and infra-structure facilities to 
produce export items for the world 
market. the MNCs were helped by the 
most favourable incentives including free 
trade zones and tax holidays. At the same 
time. there were strong anti-labour laws 
which ensured that workers were not 
unionized and did not enjoy even 
minimum rights. In this way, the MNCs 
could earn colossal profits since cheap 
labour made their exports very competi
tive. 

Strong anti-labour laws ensured 
that MNCs could earn colossal 
profits since cheap labour made 
their exports very competitive. 

Both South Korea and Malaysia have 
now moved into another stage of 
industrialization which is yet another 
phase in the international division of 
labour determined by the powerful 
capi tal ist economies of the North. The 
present stage also threatens the develop
ment of human rights. South Korea got 
into this stage in the seventies by 
promoting heavy industries with the aim 
of making the economy sel f-reliant. For 
Malaysia, the same emphasis with the 
same aim has just begun to crystallize in 
the eighties. 

Given the massive capitalization 
requi red for these industries the South 
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Malaysia's heavy industries 
programme is going to make the 
debt situation much worse. 

Korean government and South Korean 
firms have had to borrow heavily from 
outside. Borrowing becomes an even 
more serious problem when a country is 
already in a 'debt-trap'. Foreign debts to 
finance its automobile and chemical 
industries are partly responsible for 
South Korea's galloping inflation. The 
price hikes for wheat and soyabeans in 
1980 for instance were 100 and 89 per 
cent respectively! This has had an adverse 
effect upon the living standards of the 
masses. By the same token, under
production in some of the heavy indus· 
tries has caused unemployment. When 
economic miseries of this sort give rise to 
protests. the government retaliates by 
destroying human rights groups. 

Of course, in Malaysia. the revenue 
situation is better given the high prices 
which our commod ities had fetched in 
the international market in the past. But 
there has been a significant decline in 
export earnings mainly as a result of the 
recession. At the same time some of our 
natural resources are being depleted 
rapidly and massive public expenditure is 
eating into our revenue. This is why the 
government has begun to borrow heavily 
both domesti cally and internationally . 
The total Federal Government debt is 
50.3 billion ringgit and debt servicing is 
now the biggest expenditure. Malaysia's 
heavy industries programme is going to 
make the debt situation much worse. It is 
quite conceivable that this will have wide
spread repercussions for ordinary people 
as they struggle to make ends meet. If 
they challenge the leaders how will they 
respond? Will they impose further curbs 
upon the civil and political liberties of the 
people? Will they control dissent to such 
an extent that differences of opin ion on 
fundamentals will cease to exist? 

Even now. there is some evidence to 
show that the government IS tightening its 
hold upon the reins of power. Recent 
laws and policies pertain ing to informa
tion from the bureaucracy and the flow 
of news from outside seem to indicate 
this. Similarly by amending labour laws 
and introducing new forms of employer· 
employee relationships which will weaken 
trade unions even further. the govern
ment could be setting the stage for 
greater control. All this may or may not 
be related to the goal of achieving greater 
industrialization a'la South Korea. 

But for those who cherish human free
doms the task is clear: to preserve the 
rights that are still left, we have to be 
eternally vigi lant • 

Chandra Muzaffar 

[This article was written in 1983 for an Inter
national magazine.] 
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Hak Rakyat 

Keadilan Sosial: 
Cita-cita Negara 

A kta Keselamatan Dalam Negeri juga 
bertentangan dengan Islam sebaga i 

agama yang sentiasa mementingkan ke
bebasan manusia. Pendekata, seluruh seja
rah Islam adalah perjuangan memper
ta hankan kebebasan manusia untuk 
mengabdikan diri semata-mata kepada 
Yang Maha Esa, dan t idak kepada yang 
lain. Oleh kerana itu Islam tidak pernah 
menganjurkan perbuatan menahan sesiapa 
saja tanpa dibicara secara terbuka di mah
kamah. Pernah Nabi Muhammad s.a.w. di 
satu keti ka membebaskan seorang yang 
telah ditangkap dan dibawa kepadanya 
kerana beliau dapati yang tiada seorang 
pun yang dapat memastikan kesalahan 
yang tertudu h. lni menunjukkan betapa 
seriusnya perhatian Nabi Muhammad 
s.a.w. kepada soal kebebasan. Malangnya 
kita sebagai sebuah masyarakat yang 
mempunyai Islam sebagai pengaruh 
utama tidak memandang kebebasan 
sebagai sesuatu yang wajar dalam ke
hidupan manusia. 

Keadaan seperti ini amat bertentangan 
dengan usaha pihak pemerintah sekarang 
hendak menerapkan nilai-nilai Islam ke 
dalam pentadbiran khususnya dan mas
yarakat amnya. Elok disedari bahawa 
usaha menerapkan nilai-nilai Islam ini 
bukanlah hanya usaha mengadakan Bank 
Islam, lnsuran Islam atau pun menyiarkan 
azan bila masuk waktu sembahyang dan 
memberi salam sebelum membaca berita 
di Televi:;yen. Penerapan nilai-nilai Islam 
juga harus dikaitkan dengan usaha mem
perjuangkan nilai-nilai lain dalam Islam 
seperti kebebasan, perpaduan, kecintaan, 
kesederhanaan dan keadi lan yang juga 
sama pentingnya dengan apa yang telah 
dilakukan oleh pihak pemerintah setakat 
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ini. Menggunakan Islam sebagai alat 
untuk mencari pengaruh pol iti k oleh 
mana-mana pihak , sesungguhnya tidak se
laras dengan semangat Islam . Islam ditu
run kan untuk kebaikan setiap manusia, 
Islam dan juga bukan Islam. Ia t idak 
wajar digunakan untuk kepent ingan 
golongan tertentu da lam masyarakat . 

Oleh kerana sistem yang sedang kita 
amalkan sekarang adalah sistem kapital is, 
sudah tentu amat sukar untuk kita mem
perjuangkan keadilan sosial. lni ialah 
kerana pada asasnya sesuatu sistem kapi
tal is itu tidak mement ingkan pembaha
gian harta dan pendapatan negara secara 
adil. Sistem kapital is lebih menuju ke 
arah memelihara kepentingan golongan 
yang berpengaruh dalam masyarakat yang 
sememangnya mempunyai kekuatan eko
nomi melalui hak mil i k harta serta modal 
yang kukuh dan kedudukan poli t ik yang 
sukar untuk ditentang. lni lah sebabnya 

..• Undang-undang 
Buruh klta 

mementlngkan 
pemllik modal darl 

pekerja-pekerja. 

mengapa, antara lain, Undang-undang 
Buruh kita mementingkan pemi lik modal 
dari pekerja-pekerja. Setiap pemi kiran 
yang rasional pasti menerima keadaan . ini 
sebagai tidak adi l kerana ia memelihara 
kepentingan satu golongan dalam masya
rakat sedangkan kepentingan golongan 
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yang satu lagi diabaikan. lni adalah satu 
contoh di mana keadi lan sosial t idak ada 
dalam masyarakat k ita. Keadilan sosial 
masih lagi merupakan semacam impian -
bukan satu real iti sepertimana yang selalu 
dinyatakan oleh mereka yang mendapat 
manfaat yang besar dari sistem yang di-
amalkan sekarang. . 

Dalam hubungan ini sekal i lagi ditegas
kan bahawa Akta Keselamatan Dalam 
Negeri khususnya dan keseluruhan un
dang-undang kita amnya boleh disalah
gunakan; ianya boleh digunakan untuk 
menahan mereka yang rnemperjuangkan 
kepentingan golongan yang menjadi 
mangsa ket idakadilan sosial, walaupun 
mereka ini t idak mempunyai kepentingan 
pol itik. lni adalah satu contoh di mana 
wujudnya satu sistem undang-undang 
tidak semestinya membawa kepada ke
adilan. Sejarah telah menunjukkan ada
nya beberapa sistem undang-undang yang 
hanya memelihara kepentingan golongan 
yang berpengaruh dan berkuasa dalam 
sesebuah masyarakat. Atas nama undang
undang ketidakadilan dikekalkan. 

0 I e h k erana Akta Keselamatkan 
Dalam Negeri tidak adil kerana ia menye
kat hak-hak asasi manusia, maka t idaK 
ada lain jalan melainkan memansun
kannya samasekal i. Kalau sekiranya aoa 
sesiapa .vang membangkitkan senf1'""1en 
perkauman dalam apa bentuk seka xn 
bolehlah digunakan Akta Hasutan. Sc:e
rusnya, j ika sesebuah buku itu d"dana;:· 
cuba hendak melemahkan semangat per
paduan ia boleh diharamkan. Dalam p.:r
kataan lain, ki ta sudah mempunyai CU <~P 
undang-undang untuk memelihara kete.,
teraman awam. Apa perlunya Akta Kese
lamatan Dalam Negeri? Dengan merna~"' -



suhkan Akta ini, Malaysia akan membuk
tikan komitmennya kepada hak-hak asasi 
manusia, dan justeru itu kepada demo
krasi sebagai satu sistem pemerintahan 
yang menghormati peranan setiap rakyat 
dalam pembentukan masyarakat. 

Sekarang k1ta lihat pada bidang ekorio
mi. Sepertimana saudara-saudara sedia 
maklum, sistem ekonomi kita adalah ber
sifat kapitalis. Sebab itulah yang dipen
tingkan ialah pengeluaran yang pada 
pokoknya berasaskan tujuan memaksima
kan keuntungan tanpa mengambil kira 
sifat -sifat kemanusiaan. Dalam keadaan 
seperti ini t idak mungkin keadilan sosial 
boleh wujud. Oleh kerana yang dipenting
kan ialah pengeluaran semata-mata, maka 
sudah tentu segala undang-undang yang 
berkaitan dengan hal ehw:~l rekerja tidak 
membela kepentingan pekerja. Amatlah 
jelas bahawa di dalam sistem ekonomi 
kapitalis keadilan sosial tidak mungkin 
dapat dirasai oleh masyarakat berkenaan. 
Sistem ekonomi kapitalis pasti menghasil
kan eksploitasi pekerja yang akh i rnya 

Sebab itulah juga Islam 
mempunyai prinsip bahawa segala 
apa yang melebihi dari keperluan 
seseorang adalah hak masyarakat 
lebih-lebih lagi mereka yang hidup 
miskin dan melarat. 

membawa kepada adanya kelas dalam 
masyarakat. Sayugia diingat bahawa, ka
pital isma juga yang menyebabkan inflasi 
melanda sesebuah masyarakat. 

Walau bagaimanapun ada juga kemung· 
kinan untuk kita mengurangkan eksploi
tasi pekerja melalui pergerakan koperasi. 
lni adalah kerana koperasi mempunyai 
unsur-unsur penyertaan dan pembahagian 
keuntungan yang sama rata untuk semua 
ahli-ahli. Tidak akan ada amalan memak
simakan keuntungan tanpa memper· 
hitungkan sifat-sifat kemanusiaan. Oleh 
kerana ada kesamaan da lam sistem · kope
rasi, maka akan terhasil lah keadilan sosial. 
lni tidak bererti yang masalah-masalah 
kita sebagai sebuah masyarakat mem
bangun yang mengamalkan sistem kapi
talis boleh diatasi dengan begitu saja. 
Banyak lagi usaha-usaha dalam bentuk 
lain yang mesti di lakukan. 

Dalam pada itu pihak kerajaan boleh 
memainkan peranannya sebagai pengawas 
kepada semua pergerakan koperasi den· 
gan cara mengadakan kemudahan latihan 
kepada mereka yang terlibat dalam pen
gurusan koperasi. Latihan seperti ini ha
ruslah juga diadakan di peringkat negeri 
supaya ramai kakitangan koperasi men· 
dapat p:mgetahuan yang cukup dalam 
pen guru san koperasi. Sesungguhnya 
kegagalan setengah pergerakan koperasi 
adalah kerana ketidakcekapan piha yang 
mengurus, kerana tidak adanya pengeta
huan yang cukup dalam bidang koperasi. 
Kegagalan juga disebabkan oleh ketidak-

JUJUran setengah daripada kakitangan 
koperasi. Di sinilah pentingnya peranan 
pihak pemerintah sebagai pengawas per
gerakan koperasi. Pihak pemerintah hen
daklah mengadakan kakitangan odit yang 
cukup untuk memeriksa kira-kira kope
rasi dari masa ke semasa supaya segala 
penyelewengan dapat dielakkan. 

Kerana sifat etnik inilah maka 
polarisasi kaum telah bertambah 
buruk. 

Seperkara lagi yang harus disentuh ber
kaitan dengan ekonomi ialah hakmilik 
sumber-sumber asas. Kerana sumber
sumber asas datangnya dari alam semula
jadi, maka wajarlah jika manfaat yano 
didapat i darinya dikembalikan kepada 
orang ramai. Sememangnya Lidak adil jika 
apa yang asalnya dari alam semulajadi 
hanya dimanfaatkan oleh segolongan 
kecil dalam masyarakat. Keadaan seperti 
1n1 amat bertentangan dengan Islam. 
Mengikut Islam segala apa yang ada di 
bumi ini adalah dimiliki oleh Tuhan, 
yakni Allah. Manusia hanyalah Khalifah 
Allah yang telah diamanahkan untuk 
menggunakan segala apa yang ada di bumi 
ini untuk kebaikan sesama manusia. lni 
juga bererti manfaat yang didapati mesti 
sam a rata dan sam a adi I kerana Islam 
menolak konsep masyarakat berkelas. Se
bab itulah juga Islam mempunyai prinsip 
bahawa segala apa yang melebihi dari ke
perluan seseorang adalah hak masyarakat 
lebih-lebih lagi mereka yang hidup miskin 
dan melarat. lnilah juga asas konsep zakat 
dalam Islam. 

Sehubungan dengan ini perlu disedari 
bahawa pembangunan mesti menuju ke 
arah memelihara si fat-si fat kernanusiaan 
yang murni - bukan sernata-mata keun
tungan. Melalu i proses pembangunan kita 
seharusnya mampu membentuk manusia 
yang mempunyai sifat-sifat yang murni 
seperti kesederhanaan, membantu yai1g 
lemah, adil dan tidak semata-mata mengu
tamakan kepentingan diri sendiri. Pem
bangunan yang berasaskan hanya kepada 
usaha rnencari keuntungan adalah pem
bangunan yang hanya akan merosakkan 
sifat-sifat manusia yang murni. Ia hanya 
marnpu menghasilkan manusia yang 
ta mak dan hanya hidup benujuan 
menambah kekayaan saja. Kerana itu kita 
perlu mempunyai konsep pembangunan 
alternatif yang benar-benar mengutama
k an manusia, bukannya kebendaan 
Hanya melalui pembangunan seperti ini
lah kita boleh mengujudkan keadilan 
sosial . 

Dalam bidang sosio-budaya masalah 
yang paling serius yang sedang kita hadapi 
ialah masalah etnik. Perkauman semakin 
menjadi·jadi dari masa ke semasa, lebih
lebih lagi sejak tahun 1969. Sejak tahun 
ini segala dasar berasaskan perbez.aan 
Bumiputra·bukan Bumiputra. Keseluruhan 
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masyarakat berteraskan dikotomi Bumi
putra-bukan-Bumiputra. Tujuan usaha ini 
ialah untuk memajukan taraf sosio-eko
nomi rakyat Bumiputra supaya sama taraf 
dengan rakyat yang bukan-Bumiputra, 
khususnya dalam bidang perniagaan serta 
profesynal. Memang betul kedudukan 
sos1o-ekonomi rakyat Bumiputra perlu 
dipertingkatkan tapi cara mencapai mat
lamat ini janganlah bersifat etnik. Kerana 
sifat etnik inilah maka polarisasi kaum 
telah bertambah buruk. Yang wajib di· 
bantu bukan saja rakyat Bumiputra, yang 
bukan-Bumiputra ada juga yang hidup 
miskin dan melarat. Tidak ada sebab 
mengapa kemiskinan harus dilihat sebagai 
hanya masalah orang Melayu. Kemiskinan 
juga adalah masalah kaum Cina dan India. 
Dalam perkataan I:Jin usuha untuk meng· 
atasi kemiskinan janganlah ditujukan 
kepada orang Melayu saja. Elok disedari 
bahawa kemiskinan adalah disebabkan 
oleh struktur asas ekonom1 yang meng
halang mereka yang miskin mengatasi 
kemiskinan mereka. Akar umbi kemis
kinan masih lagi tidak disentuh, walaupun 
banyak usaha telah di jalankan atas nama 
menghapuskan kemiskinan. Bagaimana
kah kita boleh mengujudkan keadilan 
sosial jika kita hanya memperbaiki nasib 
kelas tertentu dalam satu kaum saja, 
sedangkan keadaan golongan terbanyak 
dalam semua kaum, terbiar? 

Polarisasi kaum sudah kian buruk se
hingga setiap aspek dari kehidupan awani 
kita mempunyai unsur-unsur perkauman. 
Segala usaha sekarang mesti menuju ke 
arah perpaduan kaum yang sebenarnya. 

Elok disedari bahawa kemiskinan 
adalah disebabkan oleh struktur 
asas ekonomi yang menghalang 
mereka yang miskin mengatasi 
kemiskinan mereka. 

Tokoh-tokoh semua agama, badan-badan 
sukarela, sebaran am dan segala institusi
institusi dalam masyarakat mesti berusaha 
untuk mengujudkan perpaduan kaum 
kerana perpaduan ini amat penting untuk 
menjamin masa depan masyarakat kita. 

Walau bagaimanapun, keadilan sosial 
hanya akan tercapai melalui usaha re
formasi yang menyeluruh kerana boleh 
dikatakan setiap aspek dari masyarakat 
kita mempunyai kuman yang meriyebab
kan penyakit sosial yang sedang tenat 
dihidapi oleh k ita sekarang . Kita harus 
berusaha membunuh kuman-kuman ini 
semua sebelum mereka merebak mem
bunuh kita semua. lni penting jika kita 
sayangkan masa depan anak cucu kita e 

Yusuf Shariff 

Rencana di atas adalah ucapan saudara Yusuf 
sebagai wakil Allran di forum Cli Unlvers•tl Salns 
Malaysia pada bulan Februarl yang lalu. 

Sahagian pertama uca pan bellau telah pun 
disiarkan dalam majallah ini keluaran April/Mel. 
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rates: 
a) Local Orders: 20'cents per book 

b) Overseas Orders: 
i) Surface Mail. 20% of,total cost 

of books 
iil'Airmail: 100% of total cost of 

bOoks 
BANK COMMISSION for1outstation 
cheqL~s· Kindly tnclude $0.50. 

{Note: For overseas orders, prices 
quoted are in US$.) 

The Co·ordillator, 
Dl$tributor Bureau, Aliran, 
P.O.· Box 1 049, Penang. 
Malaysia. 

Dear Sir; 

1 enclose Money Order/Postal Order/Cheque No 

Mr./Ms ................................................ , ................ ........... .. 

Address.. .......... .. ................................... .. .................... ~ .... . 

Profcu,ori;occupat,on. .................................................... . 

(] the order of Aliran Pubtkatto11s as indicated bY mo; 



ALIRAN PUBLICATIONS 

NO. OF 
TITLE PRICE CO!'IES COST 

I BASIC BELIEFS contains an outline of 
Aliran's philosophy in Chinese. $ 0.70 

2. DASAR·DASAR ASAS contains an 
outline of Aliran's philosophy in B.M. $ 0.70 

3. All RAN SPEAKS a compilation of 
press statements, essays and speeches 
since the organisation's inception in 
August 1977 on a variety of social themes 
of great public interest. $10.00 

4. CORRUPTION contains papers on varoous 
aspects of this social scourge presented 
by Aliran officials and guest SPeakers 
at a semonar held in 'N011ember 1980. 
It is IIISily readable, informative and 
analytical $ 4.00 

5. 5 CONTROVERIES a compilation of 
5 booklets entitled (i) is South·East Asia 
safe? Iii) Why are People Poor? (iii) Why 
are there not enough houses? (iv) What is 
National Cu l ture? (v) Why is there 
Communal Polari<ation? $ 3.50 

6. LIMA PERSOALAN is the translation 
of '5 Controversies' into Bahasa Malaysoa. $ 3.50 

7. THEAN TEIK: THE OTHER SIDE OF 
DEVELO!'MENT discusses the Thean 
Teik diSPUte objectively and raises the 
QU85tion. "Development for Whom?" $ 3.00 

8. THE CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS & 
DEMOCRACY is aimed at getting the 
public to reflect seriously on some of the 
issues involved in the crisis. $ 0.70 

9. THE ARMS RACE: HUMANITY IN 
CRISIS reflects a common humanitarian 
viewpoin t on the awful realities of modern 
warfare. It attempts to consider the 
transformation of man and society as the 
means towards achieving a worldwide 
peece. s 5.00 

10. ALIRAN QUARTERLY: 
(Back Issues) VOL. II '82 No.I $ 0.90 

No.3 $ 2.00 
No.4 $ 2.00 

1982. VOL. 2, Nos. I , 3 & 4 (3 issuesl $ 3.50 

11. ALIRAN QUARTERLY: 
(Back Issues) VOL. Ill '83 No.I $ 2.00 

No.2 $ 2.00 
No.3 $ 2.00 
No.4 $ 2.00 

1983, VOL. 3, Nos. 1. 2, 3 & 4 (4 issues) $ 6.00 

12. ALIRAN MONTHLY 
I year's subsctiption - 12 issues• $10.50 

f--
2 veers' subscription - 24 issues• $20.50 

13. CeaetteTepe 
AT THE CROSSROADS: 25 YEARS 
OF MERDEKA attempts to diagnose 
some of the abuses and the problems 
facing the nation. 
(Price Inclusive of postage.) $ 5.50 

14. Cau.tte Tape 
JUSTICE BEFORE CO-OPERATION 
gives numerous examples of how Malaysia 
and other developing countries are 
controlled in many spheres of activities 
by the powerlul industralized countroes 
of the North. 
«Price inclusive of postage) $ 5.50 

15. Ceaette Tape 
WHAT IS NATIONAL CULTURE: 
THE ALIRAN APPROACH examines 
the basis in the development of a , 
culture. It evaluates current trends and 
suggests an approach. 
(Price inclusive of postage.) $ 5.50 

POSTAGE CHARGES 

TOTAL 

•Inclusive of Bank Commission 
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CURRENT COMMENT 
A proper trial is particularly important 

in this case because it is I in ked to the 
Lubuk Merbau incident. The public may 
get the impression that it is because the 
government does not want the people to 
know the whole truth about the incident 
that Haji Suhaimi has been arrested. This 
is why the government must put Haji 
Suhaimi on trial to prove to the whole 
world that it has nothing to hide as far as 
Lubuk Merbau is concerned. 

A record of Aliran's complete press statements 

made in the preceding months 

New Policy on FELDA? 

I s there a new policy 
on the recruitment of FE LOA settlers? 
Aliran would like to know whether the 
Minister of Land and Regional Develop
ment and the Federal Government concur 
with Pahang Menteri Besar, Datuk Najib 
Abdul Razak, on his recently announced 
criterion for recruitment of settlers into 
FELDA schemes in his State. 

In a speech reported in the Utusan 
Malaysia of March 2, 1985, Datuk Najib 
had said that in future only aenuine 
UMNO members would be taken into 
FE LOA schemes. Since UMNO had initia
ted FELDA, he argued, those who 
opposed UMNO should not be allowed to 
join the programme. 

This is a blatant example of discrimi
nation based on party affiliation. Any 
deserving citizen. whatever his political af
fil iation, has a right to join FE LOA. It is 
a fundamental human right. 

For Felda schemes are created out of 
public revenue. These schemes belong to 
the people as a whole. They do not be
long to UMNO or any other pol itical 
party. 

Datuk Najib's new criterion for 
FELDA recruitment is yet another proof 
of the pervasive tendency among govern
ment leaders to equate the State to the 
ruling party. It is because of t his equation 
that loyalty to the nation and loyalty to 
UMNO is one and the same thing for a 
number of UMNO leaders. 
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The Malaysian public should realise 
that such thinking poses a grave danger to 
Parliamentary Democracy. For Parl iamen
tary Democracy recognises that while the 
party in power can always be replaced 
through competitive elections, the go
vernment and the State would go on. It is 
only in total itarian societies that the 
party is inseparable from the State. 

The people should check these totali 
tarian tendencies which are getting more 
and more common place, before it is too 
late. 

March 15, 1985 
Mustafa K. Anuar 

Exec Member 

*** 
The detention of PAS's 

Legal Adviser 

A liran urges the 
government to put on trial Haji Suhaimi 
Said, legal adviser of the Parti Islam Se
Malaysia (PAS) who was detained under 
the Internal Security Act ( ISA) two 
days ago. 

PAS's political orientation and Haj i 
Suhaimi's political background notwith
standing, A I iran maintains that there is no 
justificat ion at all for detaining a person 
without trial. Every human being is 
entitled to a fair and just t rial. 

Aliran also regrets that the fami ly of 
Haji Suhaimi was not informed imme
diately of his detention under ISA. To 
create such anxiety for his family mem
bers is utterly inhuman. 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

17 March 1983 

** * 
A healthy 

government first, 
please 

while it is true that 
there are certain communal tendencies 
within the opposition, it is obvious that 
it is the government which has been 
mainly responsible for communalizing 
the entire social system. 

This is why i f the Prime Minister wants 
a healthy opposition, he must first ensure 
that the government itself is healthy. A 
healthy government will go all out to 
curb communalism. It w ill not conti
nuously divide the people along com
munal lines and pursue communal poli
cies. Similarly, a healthy government wi ll 
prove through action that it is sincere in 
fighting corrupt ion. It will not camou
f lage corrupt activities through crafty 

To any truly 
impartial Rerson, it 
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would be obvious 
that I am always 
ight. 

Pot-shots bY Ash leigh Brilliant 



ACA and Professional expertise .• • In building a foolproof case for the prosecution, professional 
expertise is required. 

manoeuvres. A healthy government will 
stnve to raise the standard of living of the 
majority. It will not allow the wealthy 
and powerful to dommate and control 
the economy. A healthy government will 
protect human rights and civil l ibert ies. It 
will not crush dissent and curb criticism. 

Aliran is convinced that it is only a 
healthy government that can cure the 
nation of its many diseases. 

17 March 1985 Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

The above statement did not appear in any 
newspaper - Editor. 

*** 
ACA & professional 
expertise : a reply 

I t IS obvious that Dr. 
Soorian has misinterpreted my letter of 
February 12 on the need for professional 
expertise in the Anti -Corruption Agency 
(see Starmail, March 15 1985}. He also 
has allowed his imagination to run wild. 
He fancies that if expertise were to be 
introduced into the agency then there 
would be a surfeit of professional people 
and equipments such as Cat scans, nu
clear-powered computers, Geiger-Muller 
Coun ters, laser beams and h i-fi system 
(how could his ferti le imagination have 
missed MX missiles?}. 

The issue is actually quite simple. When 
Al1ran called for more professional exper
tise within the ACA, 1t was not suggesting 
thot this was t he only thing that had to 
be done in the fight against corruption. 
Surely, Dr. Soorian must be aware that 
AI iran has been in the forefront of moves 
to get all government leaders to declare 
their financial assets in a public register, 
make the Anti-Corruption Agency an 

independent, autonomous commiSSIOn 
protected by the constitution and amend 
anti-corrpution laws so that any public 
official whose I ife-style does not com men· 
surate with his earnings can be prosecuted 
in a court of law. Like some other public 
interest societies and pol itical parties, we 
have always ma intained that the essential 
prerequisite in the fight against corruption 
is a sincere and honest political leadership 
that has the political will to stamp out 
this social scourge. We know that th1s is 
what is lacking in our country. There is 
really no need for counsel and guidance 
from Dr. Soorian on this matter. 

Nonetheless, Aliran also reali tes that 
sometimes when there is an attempt to 
act against the allegedly corrupt, investi· 
gation tends to get bogged down because 
the investigating oody does not have the 
expertise to unravel some of the complex 
technical details in the case in question. 
This can happen when say accounts have 
been manipulated by crahy accountants. 
It can happen when what is involved is a 
multi-million ringgit construct ion project 
and the allegations of corruption are 
linked to various aspects of soil-testing 
and arch itectural design. It can happen 
when laws governing a sol icitor's relat ion
ship with his client have been misapplied 
in such a clever way that expert know
ledge is required to detect the exact 
nature of the crime. 

It is not just in detecting the crime 
that knowledge is required. In building up 
a foolproof case for the prosecution in 
wh ite-collar crimes, a degree of pro
fessional expertise is vital. Otherwise 
one's case wi I be easily demolished by 
(one) the intricacies of the crime itself 
and (two) the type of expert ise that the 
wealthy, in tell igont professional in the 
dock is able to hire. 

A ll that AI iran is saying is that in fight· 
ing white-collar crimes knowlejgc and 
skills would be useful. It does n:>t imply 
in any way that we are not aware that the 
overriding factor is still an upright leader-
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ship with the political will to eradicate 
corruption. Expertise merely supplements 
w ill· which is what really counts. 

19 March 1985 
Mohamed A. Kadir 

E x co Member 

*** 
Casting Aspersions 

C asting aspersions 
upon the integrity of the national 
leadership can do considerable damage 
to the image of the country. The 
only way to put an end to innuen
does and insinuations of this sort is 
for our national leaders to declare their 
financial assets in a public register. By 
doing so they would establish the1r inte
grity beyond the shadow of a doubt. No 
one will then suspect their sincerity or 
honesty. To prove that they have nothing 
to hide, our nat ional leader's shou ld be 
prepared to make the Anti-Corruption 
Agency a truly independent, autonomous 
commission whose position is protected 
by the constitution. It should be directly 
accountable to the people through Parlia
ment to which it will report from time to 
t ime. If the Prime Minister and his Cabi
net are prepared to take these measures, It 
is quite conceivable that insinuations 
against him will cease automatically. 

25 March 1985 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President 

The above statement did not appear In any 
newspaper. - Editor 

*** 
Better promotional opportunities 

A !iran welcomes the 
move to provide better promotional 
opportunities to about 300,000 civil 
servants in the country. 

It is significant that the scheme is 
especially designed to benefit those 
without academic qualifications. Th is 
category of civi l servants constitutes the 
bulk of the civil service. These civil ser
vants who perform numerous clerical 
functions have long beer:' neglected as far 
as wages and working conditions are con
cerned. There are a number of instances 
of non-graduate civi l servants reaching 
their maximum salary around the age of 
40 and remaining at that level until they 
retire. This has created a lot of frustration 
and alienation which, in turn, has affect
ed adversely productivity and effictency. 
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Aliran hopes that other categories of 
public servants -outside the Federal Civil 
Services - wilt also be given better salaries 
and promotional opportunities. One 
category that deserves better terms of 
service immediately is the non-graduate 
schoo I teacher. Non-graduate school· 
teachers are paid miserable salaries. A 
huge proportion of them have also 
reached their maxi mum salary scale and 
have been stagnating at the same level for 
years on end. 

Since non-graduate civil servants and 
non-graduate teachers have been doing 
such i mportant work in our publ ic 
services, it is crucial that they are ade
quately rewarded. Ability, experience and 
performance must be given much more 
emphasis in recruitment and promot ion 
within the government. The government 
must get rid of its present bias towards 
graduates. 

25 March 1985 Executive Committee 

The above statement did not appear in any 
newspaper 

*** 
Hard Work & The 
Plantation Sector 

- Editor 

T he main reason 
why Malaysians are not keen on working 
in the plantation sector is because wages 
are extremely low. In fact, there is 
evidence to show that in terms of real 
income, wages in the plantation sector 
have stagnated in the last 1 5 years or so. 
One has to contrast this with the steady 
rise in real incomes in comparable sectors 
of the economy to understand why our 
workers stay away from the plantation 
sector. Besides, plantation workers are 
daily-rated and are not paid monthly 
wages though this has been the demand 
of the National Union of Plantation 
Workers {NUPW) for a number of years 
now. 

It is wrong therefore, to suggest that 
the shortage of labour in the plantation 
sector is due to a lack of wilt ingness to 
work hard on the part of the Malaysian 
worker. If Malaysians are not willing to 
work hard, how does one explain why 
some of the same Malaysians are only too 
willing to work in hard and difficult con
ditions in West Asia. Indeed, there are 
thousands of Malaysians working as 
labourers not only in West Asia but also 
in Singapore. It is obvious that better 
incomes, and the opportunity for higher 
savings, is the main motivating factor. 

This shows that just as Indonesian and 
Filippino immigrants are prepared to 
endure harsh condi tions in Malaysia 
because the incomes here are better than 
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what they can get at home, so are Malay
sians prepared to work in difficult cir
cumstances abroad because what they 
earn there is better than what they can 
make in Malaysia. This is a common 
pattern in migratory labour. It does not 
mean that Indonesians are more hard
working than Malaysians or vice-versa. 

26 March 1985 Executive Committee 

The above statement d id not appear In any 
newspaper 

- Editor 

*** 
Loyalty to God and 

spi ritual values 

W hat began as a simple query on 
whether certain terms associated 

with Islam could be used by non-Muslims 
has now developed into a discussion of 
the differing conceptions of God among 
the various religions. 

It is of course true that there are 
varying perceptions of God. Theological 
and philosophical discourses are full of 
them. Because of the influence of these 
ideas, religious doctrines tend to embody 
these differing perspectives on God. 
Through these doctrines, the ordinary fol
lower of this or that religion has come to 
believe that there is something exclusive, 
something distinctive about his or her 
God. · 

Whatever the perception, the truth is 
God is one. All the prophets throughout 
the ages recognised and understood this 
eternal truth. They sought, through dif
ferent paths, to lead their followers to the 
worship of the same God. The prophets 
are in no way responsible for the differing 
perceptions of God which have developed 
over t ime. 

That God is one, and should be ac
knowledged as such, is also the message 
of the great mystics from different spiri
tual tradidions. It is significant that 
mystical phi losophers li ke Shabistari, 
Lao-Tzu, Samkara and Eckhart perceived 
the essence and meaning of God in remar
kably identical ways - though they gave 
different names, and used different 
symbols. 

One of the most eloquent testomonies 
to the universality of God comes from 
the pen of the renowned Muslim mystic, 
Jalaluddin Rumi. He once wrote, " The 
lamps are different, but the light is the 
same; it comes from beyond. If t hou keep 
looking at the lamp, thou art lost; for 
thence arises the appearance of number 
and plurality. Fix thy gaze upon the 
Light, and thou art delivered from the 
dualism inherent in the finite body." 

Since that profound, intuitive insight 
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which is the rare blessing of many an il
lustrious mystiC is not readily available to 
the vast major1ty of us, we have to try to 
understand the truth about God through 
other avenues. Metaphysical speculation 
is not the answer. It wilt only lead to end
less linguistic acrobatics wh1ch will diSSI
pate our intellectual energies. This is be
cause by relying upon the human intellect 
alone which is after all so limited, it will 
not be possible to comprehend the infi
nite Truth that is God. 

For all of us there is perhaps only one 
way: we have to discover the oneness of 

God through the experience of l iving. In
deed, this is what God had intended in 
the first instance. In all the famous scrip
tures revealed to humankind, God places 
great emphasis upon righteous living. It is 
the importance of r ighteous deeds that is 
stressed oyer and over again. It is through 
righteous oeeds that humankind will un
derstand God, and God's purpose. 

This is why instead of quarrelling over 
semantics - whether a certain term has an 
exclusive or inclusive meaning, whether it 
has a particularistic or universal signifi
cance - we should be more concerned 
about love and compassion in human 
relationships. These are after all the attri
butes of God. We should be involved in 
the struggle to ensure that justice and 
freedom and equality prevail. For that is 
what God wants us to do. We should be 
vying with each other to uphold truth 
and integrity . We should be urging each 
other to exercise restraint and madera· 
tion. We should be promoting, with self
less zeal, the cause of unity and amity 
among our diverse peoples. Indeed, we 
should, in accordance with the spiritual 
ethics found in every religious tradition, 
strive to real ize the harmony between the 
human being and nature, the harmony in 
the universe itself. 

As we give meaning to these divine 
values in our relationship with society 
and our environment, so should we at
tempt to nurture and nourish these values 
in our own individual selves. It is not just 
a matter of being honest or compas
sionate; it is also a question of becoming 
more tolerant, more patient, more disci
plined and more industrious. Each and 
every endeavour aimed at strengthening 
one's ethical values is a sacred act of wor
ship. 

If each and everyone of us demon
strated our love of God through a sincere 
attempt to uphold the ethical values 
embodied in our respective religious 
teachings we would understand why God 
IS one and the same. For if these values 
are eternal and universal, then every 
human being has access to them. It means 
that anyone of us who is devoted and de
dicated to these eternal, universal values 
is, in fact, loyal to God. And smce these 
ethi cal values constitute man's ideal 



It is the influence of economic wealth and the impact of political power that make and mould 
our lives. 

nature, "loyalty to God", as the respec
ted thinker, Muhammad Iqbal , put it, 
"virtually amounts to man's loyalty to his 
own ideal nature." 

The affirmation of God then is the 
affirmation of our own ideal nature; it 
follows therefore that the denial of· God 
is the repudiation of our own ideal 
nature. lt is the negation of all those uni
versal, spiritual values which should guide 
the human being in his earthly sojourn. ln 
other words, injustice, oppression, exploi
tation, dishonesty, corruption, greed, 
acquisitiveness, arrogance, ignorance, lust, 
hatred, bigotry and chauvinism lead to 
the denial of God. It is this that tanta
mounts to atheism. The holy Ouran itself 
says as much. It asks: "Hast thou ob
served him who belieth religion? That is 
he who repelleth the orphan, And urgeth 
not the feeding_ of the needy. Ah, woe 
unto worshippers who are heed less of 
their prayer, who would be seen (at wor
ship) yet refuse small kindnesses!:' (1 07 : 
1-7). I am sure there are similar senti
ments in al l the other religions. 

When the affirmation of God is l inked 
to righteous deeds and the den ial of God 
is linked to wrongful deeds, all the 
quibbling about what 'Allah ' means in 
Islam and 'Dhamma' means in Buddhism 
pale into insign ificance. It is vital that this 
sort of real, tangible consciousness of 
God becomes a vibrant, vigorous force) n 
our lives. For it is obvious that in spite of 
all our ritualistic worship of God, in spite 
of all our incessant proclamation of God's 
greatness, in spite of all the consecration 
of God th rough song and symbol, 
through edict and institution, we remain 
divorced from God in the real sense of 
the word. It is not the power of God that 
pervades contemporary society. It is not 
spiritual values pr a spiritual worldview 
that informs social policy or human en
deavour. Rather it is the influence of 

economic wealth and the impact of politi
cal power that make and mould our lives. 
Truly, wealth and power, not God, reign 
supreme. Wealth and power have even 
taken on the very attributes of God ! 
They are omnipotent, omnipresent, omni
scient. They sustain all life, they create, 
they destroy. In some places, it is the 
Market and Money that occupy centre 
stage; in other places it is State and the 
Party- that dominate. Nowhere does the 
presence of God manifest itself as the 
guiding light. Nowhere is God-conscious
ness ref lected in actual social structures. 

The absence of an all-embracing, 
a 11-encompassing God-consciousness in 
the life of both the individual and society 
is one of the root causes of the malaise 
that afflicts contemporary civi lisation. It 
is becoming increasingly clear that the 
multitude of challenges confronting 
modern man from environmental degra
dation and nuclear proliferat ion to vast 
inequalities in weal th and pol itical repres
sion can only be overcome th rough an 
alternative ideology with a strong spiri
tual foundation. 

It is this alternative that we should be 
trying to work out. This is the greatest 
task of our age - a task that challenges 
the wisdom and ingenu ity of all those 
who think and care, whatever t heir reli
gion. What is needed. is not just a 
thorough diagnosis of our existing social 
ills. Even education and conscious-raising 
around alternative ideas will not be 
enough. What confronts us is a momen
tous task that demands nothing less than 
a total transformation of present social 
structures. Only if there is such a trans
formation will those values and ideals 
embodied in God consciousness permeate 
the entire social order. On ly t hen wi ll the 
followers of different rel igions develop a 
common perception of God - a percep
tion sustained by social realit ies. 
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It is towards this goal that we ~ 
strive, especially those of us who cherish 

God and religion. It wou ld be a terrible 
pity if at a time when humankind is faced 
wi th the possibi lity of its own extinction, 
we chose to indulge in esoteric debates 
about the appropriateness of certain ter
min.ologies. 

This, if nothing else, must surely earn 
the wrath of God. 

2 April1985 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President 

*** 
The threat of 

mass une~ployment 

A I iran is deeply con
cerned about the report in today's STAR 

' (2 Apri l 1985) that 20,000 workers in 
the textile industry may lose their 
jobs if the industry does not recover from 
its present slump. It was also reported in 
the STAR of 27 March 1985 that several 
thousand electron ic workers may lose 
their jobs in the next few weeks due to 
recession. 

Aliran calls upon the Ministry of La
bour to monitor the situation closely 
with the aim of protecting the interests of 
the workers. 

Towards this end, the Ministry should 
ensure that factory managements do not 
dismiss or retrench workers merely to 
maintain their current levels of profits. In 
fact, factories should be forced to accept 
smaller margins of profit during this re
cessionary period. The allowances and 
salaries of their h ighly-paid foreign and 
local executives should be cut back in 
order to provide continued employment 
for thei r ordinary workers. 

If, in spite of all this, workers have still 
got to be retrenched, the Ministry of La
bour must ensure that they receive their 
full wages and retrenchment benefits. A 
tribunal must be set up within the Minis
try to consider complarnts against factory 
managements in relation to wages and re
trenchment benefits. 

The Ministry of Labour should also 
immediately establish a comprehensive re
gister or workers dismissed or retrench
ed during the present recession . It can 
begin by registering all workers in the tex
t iles and electronics industries who may 
be losing their jobs in the next few weeks. 

Using the register as a basis, the Minis
try of Labour must do its best to obtain 
alternative employment for the thousands 
of workers who may be retrench"ed . 

At the same t ime, the Ministry in con· 
junction with other ministries, especially 
the Ministry of Trade & Industry and the 
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Ministry of Education should begin 
planning training programmes for the 
workers who are likely to remain unem
ployed for a period of time. Since a vast 
majority of these text ile and electronic 
workers are sti l l young, it should be possi
ble to provide them with new industrial, 
commercial and agricultural skills. 

Finally, Aliran cannot help but 
observe that the real cause of mass unem
ployment arising from mass retrenchment 
is not recession as such but the type of 
industrial ization policy that the govern
ment is pursuing. It is because our indus
trialization is geared towards an export 
market and serves the needs of the 
indust rialized economies that we are 
faced with the present problem. 

Instead of pursuing such a disastrous 
pol icy, the government should give grea
ter attention to t he development of local 
industries, using local resources geared 
towards the local market. If our indus
trial ization policy was designed to meet 
the basic needs of the majority of our 
people, we would not be in such a mess 
today. 

2 April1985 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President 

*** 
The 'Buy Malaysian' Campaign 

As a patriotic move
ment committed to a self-rel iant econo
my, A l iran welcomes the 'Buy Malaysian 
Products' campaign launched by the 
Prime Minister yesterday. 

It is true that within a substantial 
segment of Malaysian society there is sti ll 
an irrational fascination for imported 
products even when good locally-made 
al ternat ives are available. This is not just 
an outcome of a colonial mentality; it 
also stems f rom the seductive impact of a 
global consumerist culture associated 
with the great commercial centres of t he 
world. 

In order to encourage our people to 
"buy Malaysian" a number of concrete 
measures should be taken. 

First, private and public sector eli tes 
and their families should set the example 
by using more locally-produced goods. In 
fact, it is these elites who are most gui lty 
of getti ng enchanted with foreign-made 
clothes, shoes and handbags. They are the 
ones who often go abroad to buy various 
household items. They are the ones who 
are largely responsible for this 'foreign 
taste transfer' to the local population. 

Second, the government and private 
manufacturing companies should make 
su re that most of the goods essential to 
the majority of Malaysian consumers are 

Aliran Monthly May/June 1985 

produced locally. At the moment , we im
port a lot of our foods, housing materials 
and other vital consumer items. How. can 
we expect our people to 'buy Malayisan' 
when the goods themselves are not being 
produced locally? 

Third , it is our responsibility to ensure 
that locally-produced goods are cheap 
and of high quality. Locally-produced 
goods can be sold at reasonable prices if 
t he government is prepared to curb exces
sive profiteering and hoarding. It must 
also be prepared to act against monopo
lies. 

To ensure qual ity, there should be a 
more serious endeavour •to subject all 
locally-produced goods to quality-control 
tests. Malaysian consumers would · have 
greater confidence in our goods if there is 
clear evidence that their quality has been 
certified by an established quality-cont rol 
institution. 

Apart from all t hese measures, the 
media, schools, cultural and rel igious or
ganizations, residents associations and 
private companies should educate the 
publ ic on how 'buying Malaysian' will 
benefit everyone in the long run. 

At the end of the f irst year of this 
'Buy Malaysian' campaign, the govern
ment should present a detailed report to 
the publ ic on the progress made. The 
public wou ld be particularly interested in 
finding out how the campaign has affec
ted our foreign exchange situation and 
our balance-of-payments deficit. 

Final ly, we must be wary about the 
'Buy Malaysian' Campaign being used as a 
camouflage to protect inefficient, unpro
ductive I oca II y -based manufacturing 
companies. Some of the companies are 
actually foreign enterprises but locally
incorporated. There is a high import con
tent in the raw materials they use and the 
technology they employ. Many of them 
are if fact making huge profits to the 
detriment of the Malaysian consumer. 
There is no reason to allow such compa
nies - even if they are totally Malaysian
owned - to benefit from the 'Buy Malay
sian' campaign. 

5 Apri l 1985 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President 

*** 
Positive Features in 
the New Oadah Bill 

A I iran regrets that 
there is still the provision for detention 
without trial in the Dangerous Drugs 
(Special Preventive Measures) Bill, 1984 . 
It is not because the government does not 
have the power to detain without trial for 
a considerable period of time . that the 
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dadah problem has become so serious in 
the last few years. 

Corruption, both at enforcement and 
policy-mak ing levels, ·and the way in 
which the present system breeds acquisi
tiveness, on the one hand, and creates 
alienation, on the other, are mainly res
ponsible for the drug menace. The 
absence of an effective, integrated anti
dada h programme implemented with 
energy and enthusiasm has made matters 
worse. 

Detention wi thout trial aside, the go-
vernment has made a serious attempt to 
accommodate public opinion on other 
aspects of the Bill. This deserves to be 
commended. The government should con
tinue to seek the views of the public on 
important legislation through public 
hearings conducted by Parl iamentary Se
lect Committees. 

As far as the present Bill is concerned, 
. among the positive changes introduced 

are the following: 
1) That the law in its entirety would 

relapse automatically at the end of 5 
yea rs unless its life is extended 
t htough a resolution of Parliament. 

2) That an independent legally-qualified 
inqu iry officer will submit his own re
port, based on his own.investigatibns, 
to the Minister on whether a suspected 
drug traffi cker should be detained 
without tr ial or not. 

3) That t he recommendation of the Advi
sory Board on whether a detained traf
ficker shou ld be released or not is 
b inding upon the Minister concerned. 

4) That the detention of a suspected traf
ficker for more than 48 hours, has to 
be authorized by a police officer of 
the rank of Assistant Superintendent 
or above, and for more than 14 days, 
the approval of a pol ice officer of the 
rank of Deputy Superintendent and 
above would be required . 
A liran urges the government to incor

porate all t he above safeguards into the 
provisions of the exist ing Internal Securi
ty Act (!SA) too. This wou ld be one way 
of min imising the scope for the abuse of 
power under the I SA. 

The Execut ive Committee 

10 April 1985 

(The above statement did not appear i n any 
newspaper- Editor.) 

* * * 
Amendments to 

Petroleum Development Act 

The retrospective 
amendments to the Petroleum Develop-



ment Act passed by the Dewan Rakyat 
yesterday are an abuse of power by the 
Barisan government cynically exploiting 
its Pari iamentary majority. Amidst the 
self-congratulations of a so-called liberal 
democracy, one is occasionally reminded 
of the immoral government that rules this 
country. 

To have enacted arbitrary amendments 
of this nature is an attack on the rule of 
law which the government subscribes to. 
But to have done so in the face of pend
ing Court proceed1ngs questioning the 
ambit of the Petroleum Development Act 
is tantamount to constitutional subver
sion. How can ordinary citizens be 
expected to respect our legal system 
when the Executive is seen to be con
temptuous of t he Judiciary? 

Al l t his could have been avoided, had 
the government given more thought to 
the question of rescuing Bank Bumiputra 
before committing Petronas and its finan
cial resources to absorbing the Bank's 
huge losses. The amendments themselves 
as a product of undue haste contain pro
visions that wi II in effect legai1Ze any act 
or transaction, including any fraud, 
carried out by Petronas since 1-10-7 4. 

Ironically in this 25th anniversary of 
Parlimentary rule, we are seeing the 
shameful truth behind our fig-leaf demo
cracy. 

12 April 1985 
Gan Teik Chee 

Secre tary 

*** 
The Switch To E.P.F. 

I t is qu ite l ikely that 
the ex1st1ng pension schema for public 
servants may soon be replaced by the 
Employees Provident Fund (E.P.F.). We 
have been given to understand that the 
pay-out in the form of pensions each 
year, has reached a staggering 800 million 
ringgit and the figure is expected to rise 
as more and more public servants join the 
ranks of the retired. Apparently, we are 
at the situation, where the government 
feels obliged to look for other ways to 
ease this intolerable burden upon its 
financial resources. 

Be that as it may, there is no disputing 
the need to provide for old age. In this 
respect. the government has a moral 
obligation to ensure that those who have 
given a good part of their l ives in faithfu l 
serv ice t o the nat ion are not left 
short-changed when they can no longer 
serve. Whether the protection envisaged is 
to be in the form of pensions or the 
E.P.F. it does not matter so much as the 
terms and conditions under which the 

retirement benefits operate. It is in this 
spirit that Aliran proposes to view the 
switch to E.P.F. 

We think that the E.P.F. even though 
it calls for contribution on the part of the 
employee, need not necessarily render it 
I e ss acceptable than non-contributory 
pension when viewed from a larger 
perspective. For instance, consider a well 
worked out plan where the contribution 
of the employee is kept at the existing 
level and the contribution of the 
employer raised by a few percentage 
points with the interest rate kept high; 
think of the government and employees 
working out an agreement for reforms to 
the E.P.F. to incorporate such features as 
a bu il t-in insurance scheme in the case of 
death and disabil ity; provisions for medi
cal and healt h benefits and soft loans for 
housing and higher education. Add to this 
the fact t hat the E.P.F. will be infinitely 
less restrictive and inhibitive insofar as 
mobility is concerned. For the same rea
son, under E.P.F. it wil l be easier to get 
rid of dead wood in the public services. 

Besides, it will also mean that the 
government will have additional funds 
for development purposes. Of course, 
Aliran assumes that these funds will be 
used for the development of the 
employee, the human being, rather than 
for prestige projects or for economic 
programmes which strengthen the 
position of the upper classses. The 
experience of SOCSO, in this connec
tion, is most disheartening. Though 
the scheme is supposed to be for the 
security of poor workers, only 2 per 
cent of its accumulated capi tal has 
been used for this purpose. 

Final ly, in situat ions which call for 
national sacrif ices on t he part of the 
peop I e. it is incumbent upon the 
country 's leaders t o show that they are 
prepared to lead by example. The people, 
when asked to renou nce their pensions, 
have every right to demand that their 
leaders do the same. In other words, if 
the small man is prepared to sacrifice for 
the national good, our parliamentarians 
and State Assemblymen can be expected 
to do no less. They too should give up 
their lucrative pensions. 

13 April 1985 
Ang Boon Chong 

Exco Member 

*** 
A Day of Worship to Fight 

Labour Laws 

0 ne of t he most 
significant current t rends in our society 
is the decl ine of the economy. The 

27 

economic decline will have an adverse 
impact upon labour. The mass ret rench
ment of factory workers in the Free 
Trade Zone is part of this decline. 

The Malaysian Trades Union Congress 
(MTUC) must respond to the challenge 
posed by retrenchment. Hundreds of 
workers are involved. They have no one 
to turn to since they are not unionized. 
Entire families depend upon the earnings 
of these workers. It is apparent that what 
is unfolding before our eyes is a colossal 
human tragedy. 

Aliran suggests that the MTUC esta
blishes immediately a registration centre 
for retrenched workers in the Bayan 
Lepas area. The centre should collect all 
necessary particulars on t he workers. It 
should mon itor the situation created by 
retrenchment. Through the centre, the 
MTUC could mobi lise support from local 
unions and public interest societies for 
the cause of the workers. The centre 
cou ld also help build up a retrenchment 
relief fund for the workers. 

The retrenchment that is now taking 
place underscores the importance of 
unionization. It also reveals the hollow
ness of our labour laws. For these laws 
provide hardly any protection to the 
hundreds of workers who have been re
trenched and the hundreds of others who 
are awaiting retrenchment. 

In view of this, it has become even 
more urgent for the MTUC to mount a 
campaign to change our labour laws. This 
is the best time to launch such a cam
paign for the General Elect ion is just 
around the corner. The government wil l 
at least be will ing to listen since a signi f i
can t porti on of the electorate are 
workers. With the support of the public, 
the MTUC should try to persuade the 
Barisan Nasional to commit itsel f to t he 
removal of oppressive labour laws in its 
forthcoming election manifesto. 

To back its demand, t he MTUC should 
get all workers in the country to observe 
'a day of worship'. A day of worship 
would be a designated day in the week 
when all workers will stay at home 
instead of going to work and offer special 
prayers for the removal of oppressive 
labour laws. They will pray to God to 
provide divine guidance to our leaders so 
that they would get rid of laws which 
suppress labour. 

Such an action would be in harmony 
with our constitution which guarantees 
freedom of worship. It would be in line 
with the principles of t he Rukunegara. 

A day of worship would have a tre
mendous impact upon the conscience of 
the nation. For it will be t he spiritual 
mobil isat ion of the people aimed at 
achieving justice for the weaker segment 
of society. 

14 April 1985 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President 

Aliran Monthly May/June1985 



Thinking Allowed 
A closer look at what people say and do the world over 

hese days we Malaysians are con
stantly being urged to pull up our 

socks. tighten our t.lts end be proud 
ow•n of all things Malaysian - in the 
midst of economic recession. 

And so through our m111 media this 
solemn message of our nation11 leeden 
is religiously echoed from time to time. 
The civil servants .. t.ing edvised to 
t. patient and not to Ilk for a pay rise 
because .. the economic situation of the 
country .. doesn't permit a lllary revi
sion. And lately. there his also been 
talk about phasing out the traditional 
pension scheme for .. civil .. se"ants. 

Apin. to show that the Government 
is .. serious end sincere.. about its cell 
for moderation end thrift,. the Prime 
Minister himself h8s sent out a directive 
to ell his Mininln. Deputy Ministen 
end Part......._., Secretlries to order 
only locllly ••••mbled can when they 
plan to repl- their .. old .. machines. 

It is at this juncture that a cprious 
rekyat is tempted to ask: why would 
our leaden want to buy a fleet of new 
can. 811)8Cially in these dry days even 
if they are locally assembled vehicles? 
Do their often expensive can get fatigued 
over a short span of time? 

Nevertheless. should this urge to 
acquire new cars become vary pressing. 
our leaden are expected to be more 
.. patriotic.. and show a good example 
and buy our Proton Saga, which will 
go off the assembly line come September. 
After all. having such cars would go a 
long way towards subsidising .. our 
national car project •• (Rememt.r: for 
every Saga we•n lose $35,000; and 
there will ._ 5,000 of these initially 
on the market!) 

But somehow Negeri Sembilan doesn't 
•m to get the drift of all this - at 
least IS far IS its Men18ri Belar end his 
Executiwa Councillors .. concerned. 
They had already spent 101M S888.830 
on 13 tplllking new MercediS-Benzl 
R1110n given: their can .. too old to 
.. lll8int8ined economically. 

Now the rekyat .. beginning to 
wonder which Is which th8t is too old 
to be maintained economically. For 
surely we the rakyat wouldn't want to 
.. taken for • ride and at the ..... 
time liked to put a brake on our ex
....,, This is bound to exact a heavy 
toll on our livest 

ow that the election fever is on. the 
people ought to t. very cautious 

about potential candidates and politicians 
who are bent on promising anything and 
everything under the sun. For history h8s 
often shown th8t m .. y of these politi· 
cians keep their promises to themtelves 
and instead become filthy rich. arrogant. 
selfish and insensitive to 1he needy. 

So the next time around when a 
politician comes to you for support. ask 
him to sign an undated resignation letter 
so that it can be used later if and when he 
transforms himself from a Wakil Rakyat 
(People's Representative) to Wakil Sendiri 
(Self-Representative). 

Your potential candidate has to t. 
compelled to make a stand on 1his 
bacauta the people can't take 1hings lying 
down ..,...oret 

here is growing anxiety regarding 
the rise of alcoholism in the 

country. 
As a result. some quartan have asked 

the authorities to take action such as 
closing down ban and other .. spiritual" 
establishments. or deny applications to 
sat up new pubs. 

But when one talks about alcoholism 
one really h11 to widen the meaning of 
the word 10 that it encompaaes other 
forms of Intoxication in society es well. 
Thus. one will have to include the very 
act of t.ing oblessed with and poaeaad 
by power. material wallth. self, personal 
glory and status. 

This group of people. whose intoxica
tion can t. very excessive at times. can 
have aberrations and hallucinations that 
not only endanger themselves but also 
threaten the sanity and security of other 
sober people. 

Perhaps instead of closing down the 
ban. we ought to think seriously about 
putting these victims of the other kinds 
of intoxication behind ban for rehabili· 
tation purposes. May be after that these 
people would realize the real and intrinsic 
value of (hie) Happy Hours! 

melda Marcos is known to have visited 
a lot of countries with or without her 

President Marcos. A few months ago she 
was on a diplomatic mission to Moscow, 
and recently she was reported to be in the 
US for eye treatment. 

And Nmour has it that she's tipped to 
be Philippines• next Foreign Minister. to 
replace the sacked Arturo Tolentino. 

One wonden whether her many 
foreign travels have made her eligible for 
the post of Foreign Minister. She really 
must have the yen for travel! 

M ...... K.A...., 


