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The 
Drug en ace 

Towards the end of last year, the 
government set up a Parliamentary 
Select Committee to obtain views 
from the public on the Dangerous 
Drugs (Special Preventive Measures) 
Bill 1984. Aliran prepared a memo
randum on the Bill and the general 
situation pertaining to drug abuse. 
The memorandum was presented to 
the Select Committee at a meeting on 
21 January 1985. It is reproduced 
below- editor. 
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Shooting in heroin 

A t a time when the drug abuse problem in our nation has taken on 
menacing proportions, it is praiseworthy that our leaders are inves

tigating means by which this abuse may be controlled and eliminated. Indeed, it is 
proper that in this issue (as it should be in all other major issues affecting society) the 
people are being consulted for their views and suggestions. Consultation with the 
people is certainly a step fqrward in the practice of government in our country and in 
line with the democratic tradition which we uphold. 

While congratulating the government for establishing this Parliamentary Select 
Committee and the Committee's efforts to seek the opinions of the people before the 
Dangerous Drugs (Special Preventive Measures) Bill, 1984, is debated in Parliament, 
we are nevertheless disappointed that public participation is limited to consideration 
of the specific Bill in'question rather than of the problem of drug abuse in its totality. 



We are aware of the study The 
Problem of Drug Abuse in Malaysia 
(1979) by the Cabinet Committee on 
Drug Abuse Control but consider it 
necessary that a more comprehensive 
re-examination of the problem, with in
put by the people, be conducted at this 
juncture. After all, the situation has 
seriously worsened over the past five 
years. Indeed, in contrast to the 1979 
study, the proposed one should, not only 
be an assessment of the drug menace 
today linking it to the related problem of 
government maladministration and the 
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type of development being pursued, but 
also a general exercise in public educa
tion. For indeed, the reflection and parti
cipation of all our citizens is necessary if 
we are to rid ourselves of this problem 
once and for all. 

It is only within such a larger study 
that this particular piece of proposed 
le"gislation the Dangerous Drugs 
(Special Preventive Measures) Bill, 1984 
-should be located and considered. This 
will be our approach to the Bill. We shall 
begin with an evaluation of the Bill to be 
followed by alternative measures, 0ther 
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legal measures, overall remedies, rehabili
tation work, some additional considera
tions and a conclusion. 
The Bill: An Evaluation 

Given the magnitude of the challenge 
that confronts us, AI iran readily acknow
ledges the need for truly effective 
measures. In proposing the present Bill, 
the government is also undoubtedly con
cerned about formulating a law that will 
strengthen its position in the fight against 
dangerous drugs. 

However, it is doubtful if the proposed 
law will serve that purpose. Our evalua
tion from 3 related perspectives has 
created this doubt in our minds. 

Why the proposed law? 

Before a 1ew law is formulated, there 
is a need to examine thoroughly all 
existing legislation w1th a direct or in
direct link to the purpose for which the 
new law is meant. Why have present drug 
laws been ineffective? Is their ineffective
ness due to t<e absence of the legal power 
to detain without trial? If that is the case 
what are the shortcomings in the Emer
gency (Public Order and Prevention of 
Crime) Ordinance 1969 under which drug 
traffickers can be detained without trial 
and their activities restricted? While not 
condoning detention without trial, AI iran 
would nonetheless like to know how 
these and other laws applied to drug 
traffickers and drug 'lords' have worked 
in reality. 

We must be wary about formulating 
law after law without proper reflection 
on their impact upon the problem for 
which they are intended. Legalistic solu
tions have their limitations when they 
attempt to cure what are essentially social 
scourges. Besides,_ duplicating laws is not 
an unknown practice in our country. The 
various emergency laws currently in 
operation all at the same time, are proofs 
of this. 

It is because of inadequate analysis of 
existing legislation and their impact. that 

one is tempted to believe that an impor
tant factor that influenced the govern
ment to go for detention without trial 
was its experience with the Intern£!! 
Security Act (I SA). Indeed, government 
leaders in explaining the need for the 
proposed law have often attributed state 
success in dealing with communist subver
sion to the provision for detention with
out trial under the I SA. 

This is too simplistic a view of what 
has always been a complex problem. If 
detention without trial is the real reason 
tor our ability to check communist sub
version, then all those countries which 
had equipped themselves with similar -
and even more draconian - laws like 
South Vietnam in the sixties, would have 
withstood the challenge to their regimes. 
For detention without trial is a technique 



_sed by a whole variety of contemporary 
5:ates to deal with different sorts of 
:1-]reats. In most situations - as various 
~ ..J man rights reports show - the threat 
:seif gets worse. This is largely because a 
aw like that does not direct itself to the 

'Oot causes of the malady. 
In our own case, constant economic 

~rowth, a certain degree of assistance for 
:fle poorer segment of society, conside
'able mobility for certain social groups, a 
-'airly responsive bureaucracy, and a 
oolitica leadership with a sense of fair
'less were far more important reasons for 
::~ur success in overcoming the threat 
oosed by communist subversion, than 
detention without trial as such. 

This is why it does not make sense to 
seek inspiration from the ISA for the 
fight against the drug menace. 

The Proposed Law: conceptual flaws 
It may be because the intellectual 

premise upon which the proposed law is 
based is questionable, that the Bill itself 
betrays certain conceptual flaws. To start 
with, if the aim is to ensure that the drug 
'lords' are put out of operation, we 
cannot see how this can be achieved 
through preventive detention since it is in 
the nature of drug syndicates organised 
along mafia-lines to continuously replace 
their kingpins. In other words, if some of 
them are contained, it is quite likely that 
the syndicates will go on, with new faces. 

If we are hoping to control supply 
through this method, it is doubtful that it 
will be effective as long as it remains easy 
to bring in drugs through various entry 
points. The problem here is that the 
enforcement personnel manning these 
entry points may themselves be involved, 
directly or indirectly, in facilitating the 
flow of drugs. Corruption in this impor
tant arena, it seems to us, has been a 
crucial cause in the growth of the drug 
problem in the country. It also explains 
the non-enforcement of the law in certain 
instances and the favoured treatment 
shown to certain offenders in other 
mstances. We cannot see how preventive 
detention will work in the face of orga
nised corruption of this sort which is 
often well protected by those who have 
the means to conceal the truth. The 
inability of the Bill to take this into 
consideration is in itself a shortcoming. 

In <1 situation where the total integrity 
of the enforcement arm is not assured, it 
is doubly dangerous to give such wide 
powers to "any police officer" who may 
"without warrant, arrest and detain 
pending enquiries any person in respect 
of whom he has reason to believe there 
are grounds which could justify his deten
tion .... " (3(1 ). It is not inconceivable 
that the power so vested may even be 
used to prevent wrongdoing from being 
exposed. Even if our enforcement 
machinery was impeccable in its upright-

ness, it would still be very wrong to allow 
any police officer to arrest, on the basis of 
a hunch which may never be established 
in fact. That the Bill can provide for this 
is a reflection of its inherent weakness. 

What is worse, to the Minister, it 
grants even more arbitrary powers. As 
long as "the Minister is satisfied with 
respect to any person, whether such 
person is at large or in custody, that such 
person has been associated with any 
activity relating to or involving the traf
ficking in dangerous drugs, the Minister 
may, if he is satisfied that it is necessary 
in the interest of public or.der that such 
person be detained, by .order direct that 
such person be detained for a period not 
exceeding two years .... " (4(1). It will 
be noted that the grounds for the Mini
ster's satisfaction are not spelt out. 
Neither is there any mechanism for scru
tinising the Minister's decision to detain 
at the point at which the initial order is 
made. True, a detained person can make 
representations to an Advisory Board 
after he has been served the order. The 
recommendations of the Board are. 
submitted to the Yang diPertuan Agung; 
the decision of the Yang diPertuan 
Agung, however, cannot "be called into 
question in any court." (8(2). This again 
reveals the extent of executive supre
macy. 

The untrammelled powers of executive 
institutions in the present Bill are remi
niscent of many other laws. As in other 
cases, it is legitimate to ask whether such 
powers will not lead to rampant abuse. 
Will they be used against innocent people 
who may have nothing to do with drug
trafficking? Will they be used to frame 
individuals who may have incurred the 
wrath of the authorities in one way or 
another? There is no point in saying that 
those in authority in our country have 
always exercised their power with 
restraint and good sense. This may be 
true but our concern is not with indivi
duals who come and go but with laws and 
institutions which will remain for a long 
while. 

In contrast to the powers vested with 
the executive, the scope for the detained 
person to defend himself is severely 
limited. Of course, he will be told the 
grounds on which he is detained and the 
allegations of fact and such other parti
culars which the Minister feels are 
necessary to assist him in his representa· 
tions to the Advisory Board. {7(1 ). But at 
the same time "the Minister or any 
member of an Advisory Board or any 
public servant" need not "disclose facts" 
or "produce documents which he consi
ders to be against the national interest to 

disclose or produce". (12). This places 
the detained person at a distinct dis
advantage. He can argue that justice will 
not be done especially since there is no 
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explicit provision in the proposed law for 
legal counsel of his own choice to enable 
him to make representations to the 
Advisory Board. The ·mpression is thus 
created that in the determination to nab 
drug traffickers - which is a commen
dable goal - the framers of the Bill have 
not given sufficient attention to the 
canons of justice. 

Hasty determination is perhaps also 
the explanation for the power to order 
the restriction of persons. In certain other 
types of suspected criminal activities, 
imposing restrictions on the freedom of 
movement may serve some purpose. But 
in the case of drug traffickers, it is 
possible to argue that it will not really 
impede the nefarious activities of the 
suspect since actual physical movement 
may not be vital to his oper8tions. 
The Proposed Law: human rights and the 
social order 

The various shortcomings in the Bill 
lead up to that vital, inevitable question 
of how it stands in relation to human 
rights. 

As with the !SA, the power to detain 
without trial for a considerable period of 
time is clearly a gross violation of one of 
the fundamental rights of the human 
being. However cruel the crime, and 
however cold-blooded the criminal, the 
proper procedures for trial and punish
ment embodied in the civilised concept of 
justice should be scrupulously observed at 
all costs. There are hardly any circum
stances which justify the suspension of 
these norms of fairness. And, in this 
connection, permitting representations, to 
an advisory board does not amount -to 
fairness. For the fact remains that "the 
verv essence of preventive detention is 
incarceration without benefit of a pro
secution or trial and with no offence 
proved nor any change formulated or 
preferred." (Quoted in S. Jayakumar, 
'Emergency powers in fv1alaysia' The 
Constitution of Malaysia Suffian et. al 
1978). Surely, even loathsome, despicable 
creatures such as drug traffickers whose 
barbaric conduct has no parallel in human 
behaviour should not be deprived of the 
protection afforded by the due processes 
of law. 

If we condoned detention without 
trial for them, we would not be very 
different from those people who have 
sought to justify the organised killing of 
suspected criminals in Indonesia- on the 
ground that they are after all "criminals". 
Once we begin to presume a person is 
guilty and begin to act on that presump
tion, whether by locking him up without 
a trial or by eliminating him with the help 
of an assasination squad, then we can be 
sure that it is the beginning of the end of 
the rule of law. Arbitrariness will set in; it 
will spread to all areas of public life. It 
will culminate, in the legitimization of 
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Legalistic solutions have their limitations 
abuse afld misuse of power and authority. 
With that, the social order itself will begin 
to break down. 

It is out of our deep concern for the 
consequences to society of a law like 
preventive detention, that we are pro
posing certain alternative measures. 
Afternative to the present Bill 
a) A new law should be formulated 

which will enable a Minister to detain 
a suspected trafficker on remand up 
to 2 months subject to renewal 
once for another 2 months provided: 
i) Remand recommended by an 

independent panel headed by a 
Federal Court Judge on the 
basis of whatever suspicions 
and evidences made available to 
them. Recommendation to be 
rommunicated to Minister con
oemed. 

ii) Only Minister can order rerrrcurd. 

Remand order to be carried 
out by a Police Officer above 
the rank of Deputy Super
intendent. 

The total 4-month period solely to 
enable the Police to obtain the 
ne::essary evidence to lay a charge 
in court. 

b) If evidence not sufficient for a 
charge, person to be released at the 
end of 4 months. No person can be 
placed under remand beyond 4 
months. 

c) In the course of the court hearing 
itself evidence in camera allowed. 
In Open Court Judge can direct 
newspapers not to publish certain 
ascepts of proceedings or identity 
of prosecution witness. 

Additional Legal Measures 
a) Require all suspected traffickers 

and their families to make an annual 
declaration of their financial assets. 

b) Empower anti-drug authorities to 
examine bank accounts of all sus
pected drug traffickers. 

c) Upon being remanded or charged, 
Crurt may order freeze on properties 
of suspected trafficker until expiry 
of remand or outcome of prosecu
ti<:fi. The Court may also order that 
all properties of convicted traffickers 
shall vest in the Official Assignee. 

d) Government to look into arrange
ments for reciprocal enforcement of 
orders of freezing and confiscation 
wi_th foreign countries, especially 
among ASEAN states. 

e) Enable authorities to impose life 
imprisonment instead of death sen
tences upon convicted tratf1ckers. 

f) Enable authorities to impose other 
types of punishment (not amounting 
to capital punishment) for convicted 
traffickers. 
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g) Enable authorities to impound travel 
documents of traffickers from time 
of being charged and upon con
viction. 

Overall Remedies 
Legal measures apart. we must give 

even more attention to other remedies 
which are even more crucial in the 
fight against drug abuse. These remedies 
cannot be presented in detailed terms for 
the simple reason that this would depend 
upon actual implementation. 

1. Since drug-trafficking is a highly 
profitable business, one of the ways 
of curbing it is to make it less 
profitable. This can be done if all 
our hospitals, clinics, pharmacies 
and drug rehabilitatbn centres are 

mobilised and organised to provide 
aid and assistance to the thousands 
of drug addicts in the country. 
Once addicts see these institutions 
as alternative centres which can 
meet some of these psychological 
needs, it will not only make medi
cal treatment possible but also 
help to destroy the durg-trafficking 
business itself. Thus, both drug
trafficking and drug addiction can 
be brought under control. 

2. Mobilising these institutions to 
assist drug dependents will also 
enable the authorities to register 
these dependents and get much 
needed information on them. This 
must in fact be part of a massive 
national exercise to register all 
drug dependents. All pub I ic agen
cies and private groups should give 
whatever assistance they can in this 
exercise. Registers on drug depen
dents should be maintained at the 
level of the local community to 
facilitate more effective implemen
tation of rehabilitation program
m". 

3. Since corruption is a major obstacle 
in the fight against the drug 
menace, all personnel in the police, 
customs, immigration, prisons and 
other enforcement agencies should 
be required to declare their finan
cial assets annually in a public 
register. Anyone whose lifestyle is 
not commensurate with his income 
should be prosecuted in court. 
For this, the Anti-Corruption 
Agency has to be made into a truly 
independent body. At the same 
time, the judicial and legal system 
must ensure that the law is applied 
equally to everyone without discri
mination. Given various experiences, 
this is surely a very important 
consideration in the fight against 
the drug threat. 

4. The media should also be used 
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more effectively in drug combat. 
There should be an integrated 
media campaign. Various causes of 
the drug problem should be brought 
to the notice of the public. There 
should also be feedback studies 
to evaluate the effectiveness of the 
campaign. 

5. As part of this campaign, the 
authorities should involve various 
cultural, community, religious, 
political, labour, consumer and 
human rights groups in both the 
formulation and implementation of 
anti-drug programmes. The govern
ment should have frequent dialo
gues with these groups. In order to 
enable these groups to help in the 
effort, they should be provided 
with all relevant information. 

6. The present education system 
should also be transformed m 
such a way that the emphasis is 
upon the development of the total 
human being with a sense of inte
grity and dignitY. This is important 
for it has sometimes been argued 
that an examination oriented edu
cation system tends to create a 
feeling of low self-esteem among 

all those who do not succeed in 
the rat-race and, as a result, forces 
some of them into drugs as a form 
of escapism. 

7. Sports, cultural and other healthy 
extra-curricular activities should be 
fullY developed through the school 
system so that the young will not 
be diverted into destructive pur
suits such as drug-taking. 

8. Even more important than the 
school in inculcating strong, spiri
tual values which will fortify the 
individual aga.inst the influence of 
drugs, is the home. Indeed, the 
school and home have to reinforce 
each other in protecting the young 
from this menace. The home, in 
particular, must emerge as the 
citadel of hope and comfort by 
strengthening the bonds of love and 
respect among family members. 

9. There should be special emphasis 
upon youth employment. Youth, 
in particular should be given 
meaningful work which is spiri
tually satisfying; otherwise, the 
meaningless, monotonous jobs that 
many of them do, and worse still, 
the lack of gainful employment 
in some instances, will continue to 
drive a portion of them to drugs. 

10. :..ike unemployment. poverty is 
also one of the sources of drug 
addition. Poverty and degradation, 
in relation to wealth and affluence, 
a-eate feelings of hopelessness and 



despair which so easily induce the 
victims to resort to drug-tak ing. 
This is why there has to be a more 
serious endeavour to eliminate 
poverty. 

11. Just as poverty has to be elimina· 
ted. so should we curb the materia
listic. acquisitive thrust of society 
- if we want to be rid of the drug 
menace. For it is this materialism 
developed within the context of a 
consumer-oriented society that 
undermines those spiritual values 
capable of withstanding the impact 
of destructive pursuits such as 
drug-taking. Materialistic societies 
also create conditions which 
promote permissiveness and moral 
decadence which. in turn. often 
legitimize drug-taking and the like. 
As an alternative to such societies. 
we 'TlUSt develop social structures 
which embody values such as 
moderation. restraint, compassion, 
sacrifice and altruism. 
Like acquisitiveness and materia
lism, the alienation experienced by 
whole segments of society has also 
been responsible for the growth of 
meaningless. sensate pleasures - of 
which drug-taking is a supreme 
exanple -as a way of discovering a 
purpose in life. It is important. 
therefore, to provide people with 
a sense of purpose that transcends 
the routine of mundane existence. 
If there was greater scope for 
genuine participation and involve
ment on the part of ordinary 
human beings in all those political, 
economic and cultural activities 
that affect their lives, then perhaps 
a sense of purpose would develop. 
For then they would have a grip 
upon their own destinies. 

rutment. Rehabilitation and After-care 
'1ecognisi ng that: 
Dependence on drugs is first and 
•oremost a social-psychological 
~enomenon and only secondly a 

r-~ysical one; 
::1emoving the physical need is but a 
• rst stage and has to be accom
~a.,ied by re111uving the social· 
~sychological dependence upon 
e·•ects provided by drugs; 
~reatment, rehabilitation and after
C<Jre ~e related aspects of the entire 
programme to cure addicts; 
Ye propose that: 

A comprehensive programme of 
oetoxification treatment, rehabilita
t ~"and post-rehabilitat ion after-care 
b.. • rst developed. 

....,ane. anti-drug centres manned by 
• .. ned, incorruptible and sensitive 
personnel be set up for treatment of 

, pes of addicts be they convicted 
deta ned suspects or t hose seeking 
"""eatment voluntarily; 

materialistic societies create conditions which promote 
permissiveness and moral decadence 

Statlatlca 

According to official adjusted 
estimate, the number of; known 
drug dependents in the country is 
104 thousand. Of these known 
addicts, the vast majority are 
school-leavers, of whom about 64 
per cent are in the 20-29 age group; 
99.2 per cent are males." Fortunately 
only 0.5 per cent of known addicts 
constitute school children. All in 
all, they consume more than 500 
million doll11rs worth of dadah per 
year or about 1.4 million dollars 
worth per day. 

In 1984, 801 kg of raw opium 
~s seized by enforcement officers, 
8 times more than in 1983. The 
amount of ganja seized also rose'"O 
times from 386 kg in 1983 to 
1,600 kg in 1984. However, only 
200 kg of heroin ~s seized in 
1984, the same amount as in the 
previous year. 

Ug ro October 1984, 425 piJQp/e 
had been arrested for trafficking 
under Section 398 of the Dangerous 
Drugs Act 1952 which carries the 
mandatory deaih sentence. In 
1983, 363 people were arrested 
under the same Section. 

At preSt!nt the government runs 
4 rehabilitation centres manned by 
139 officers. All in all, only 1,300 
dependents can be accommodated. 
Although Sl8veral other #indepen
dent" or "semi-independent" 
rehabilitation centres exist, notably 
the one in Batu Gajah, nevertheless 
it is dear that there is an immediate 
neeq.to set up more c(lntres. 

NB Several attempts to gather o ff icial 
statistics related to the drug problem 
proved unsu~essful. Consequently, 
we nave had to compile the statistics 
a1>0ve DY monitoring local press 
report s and through inform al 
conversations with researchers. 
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3. More rehabilitation centres be 
established wherein former addicts 
are taught 

i) skills that will enable them to 
be employed; 

ii) given therapy which stresses 
the inculcation of spiritual 
values that will help them 
understand their own, as well 
as. society's problems such that 
upon leaving these centres the 
former addict may not only 
regain his rightful place in, 
but also contribute towards the 
development of society; 

4. New after-care units be set up for 
monitoring the progress of former 
addicts upon their release from 
rehabilitation centres to ensure that 
they: 

i) find suitable employment; 
ii) are accepted by their families 

and the public in general (in 
this regard campaigns to edu· 
cate the public on how to 
help former addicts should be 
launched); 

iii) have people to turn to in times 
of distress; and 

iv) remain drug-free 
5. Closer co-operation among different 

government departments and agen· 
cies for instance labour, healt h and 
welfare be developed for these 
purposes. 

Some Additional Considerations 
Looking through the Bill, we feel 

that a little more care in translating f rom 
one language to another would be much 
appreciated. As an example under 
'lmplikasi Kewangan' page 19 of the 
Bahasa Malaysia text. t he Bill says, "Rang 
Undang-undang itu tidak akan melibatkan 
kerajaan dalam apa-apa perbelanjaan 
wang tambahan". However, the same 
paragraph in English which appears on 
page 17 of the English text reads. "This 
Bill wil l involve the Government in extra 
financial expenditure. the amount of 
which cannot at present be ascertained". 
Conclusion 

In view of the various points in this 
memorandum, it is our considered opinion 
that the present Bill does not address 
itself to the root causes of the drug 
problem in our country. It is unlikely 
that it will be an effective weapon in the 
anti·drug battle. 

Ali ran is therefore compelled to reject 
the Bill. We urge the government to give 
due consideration to the various legal 
measures and other overall remedies 
contained in our memorandum e 
Memorandum prepared by Chandra Muzaffar, 
Gen Teik Chee, Hamima Dona Mustafa, Francis 
Loh Kok Wah and Mumfa K. Anuar. 
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Letters 
We w.lcome letters from re.ders. T"-e letters may be edited for purposes of space and 
clarity. The views ellp"~ INiy not bet'- of the Aliran Monthly. Psaudonyms are 
ec:cepted but .tllenen lhould include the writ.r's name and add res~. 

Letftls thould be add...-d to Editor, Aliran Monthly, P.O. Box 1049, Penang, Malaysia. 

CONSCIENCE VS INTEREST 

Living in a society which is never short of 
gripping events, I, being a small man-in-the
street, have always bHn perplexed by the 
truism that men's life is more often than not 
guided more by his vested interest than his 
own conscience. 

Conflict betwHn the two which often SHS 

the triumph of interest over conscience has 
been the reason for man to ignore issues which 
can only be truly resolved by conscience
guided action. 

Take a simple but real cese as an illustration. 
Mr. X is a state assemblyman of a constituency 
in which some of the constituents are presently 
facing the problem of possibly uncompensated 
eviction by a housing developer who bought 
the land they were renting from the previous 
landowner. Soma time early this year, represen
tatives of the .tfacted people approached 
Mr. X about the notic. of eviction from the 
developer. Mr. X with his usual but short
lived enthusiasm promptly sped like an 
ambulance to the .tfacted area to get a better 
look at the problem. As expected, the press
photographers .-lei reporters (though not 
approached by the constituents) were at the 
site to cover the event for the following day's 
newspapers. In his press statement, Mr. X 
emphasized that he would do his bast to help 
the people deal with the housing.developer. 

Alas, to the chagrin of the constituents, 
Mr. X's best -ms to stop at his picture and 
his statement in the newspapers with no follow· 
up whatsoever. According to reli8ble sources, 
Mr. X, who is in the door-lock business, has 
somehow accepted a lucrative offer from the 
same developer to make and fix door-locks for 
the few hundred flat units earmarked for the 
area from which his constituents are to be 
evicted! It looks like Mr. X's initial, con
science-driven zeal was killed abruptly by the 
vested interest he now has in the developer's 
plan. 

What say you readers and constituents 
about Mr. X? Isn't it true that vested interest 
has triumphed over conscience? 

WeeKoh 
Penang 

SYABAS TUN HUSSEIN ONN! 

Tun Hussien Onn's statement regarding the 
shameful BMF affair (Star, December 12, 1984) 
is to be applauded. Syabas, Tun Hussein! His 
firm and clear stand has Indeed been long 
awaited. As Tun Hussein Onn said, $2.5 billion 
is certainly no chicken feed end the BMF 
officials definitely owe an explanation to the 
country and its people. 

However, I feel that this .candelous BMF 
affair .tfects not only the Malays but each and 
avery Malaysi8n. The $2.5 billion that has been 
lost belongs to the peop .. of Malaysia, regard
.._ of race, colour or creed who In~ in 
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Bank Bumiputra and the Bumiputra Malaysia 
Finance. This fiasco should be termed as a 
criminal breach of trust. Why? Simply because 
the culprits have betrayed the trust of their 
investors end the country as a whole by losing 
that enormous amount of money I 

This fiasco will certainly affect Malaysia's 
image and credibility on the international 
scene. Foreigners might become wary about 
investing in Malaysia because if $2.5 billion can 
"vanish" without the bank officials' knowledge, 
the same might occur to their investments! 

Each and every Malaysian is affected by this 
BMF affair. Therefore, let us rally tOiiBther 
and act. Demand that a Royal Commission 
be set up. In this manner, the culprits will 
not go unpunished I 

Adeline lee 
Petaling Java 

DIALOGUES, GOOD BUT ..... . 

It is good to know that Aliran had brought 
together political parties and interest groups 
outside the giant capitalist National Front for 
the first time. The first dialogue was on corrup· 
tion. The second will be on poverty. Perhaps 
the third should be on the wastage of public 
funds by ministers and so on and so forth . 

The vital question however is: can all these 
dialogues carry any weight with the giant 
capitalist UMNO and MCA especially? Will 
they change in any way7 Isn't there a more 
effective way of controlling the power of the 
mighty Barisan7 

Apolna 
Buklt Plnang 

Kedah 

WHAT A SACRIFICE!! 

refer to the article "Dr. lim defends 
pay rise for Executive Councillors" (STAR 
15-12-84). 

Speaking at his weakly Press conference 
Dr. Lim, the Chief Minister of Penang, was 
quoted as having said that the State Executive 
Councillors had their pay cut by $250 since 
August 1982. This pay cut was imposed, we 
are told, as part of the Government's austerity 
drive. 

Now, my calculation reveals that from 
August 1982 to November 1984 ther• were 
28 months. At $250 per month, an Executive 
Councillor would have contributed $7,000 for 
the well-being of the nationl I say, "Bravo!". 

The recent increase in allowance of $1,000 
per month approved by the State Legislative 
Assembly in November 1984 and back dated 
to November 1983, would fetch eech State 
Executive Councillor a lump sum of $13,000. 
I presume that this grateful contribution frOfl"' 
a financially-troubled nation is meant for the 
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welfare of the Executive Councillors. I say, 
"Syabasl" 

In other words, an Executive Councillor 
contributes $7,000 over a period of 28 months, 
at the end of which period he receives $13,000 
in return. Not only that! From henceforth, 
the Exacutive Councillor will receive $1,000 
extra for the great sacrifice he continues to 
make by suffering a monthly pay cut of $250. 
It is fitting that such sacrifice should be 
rewarded four fold! 

Having studied the reward for such great 
'sacrifice'. I wish to voluntHr a monthly 
pay cut of $250 under the same terms as 
enjoyed by our Executive Councillors i.e. a 
400% profit . In fact, I would recommend all 
Malaysians should follow my example - no 
bank, finance institution or business anywhere 
in the world would give you such fantastic 
returns II 

P.K. 
Penang 

THE CHEROH CASE: 
EXPLOITATION OF 

PLANTATION LABOUR 

On 28 November 1984, Y .B. Datuk K. 
Pathmanaban - M.I.C. Vice-President and 
Deputy Minister of Health - claimed at e 
forum (organized by the University of Malaya's 
Tamil Language Society on 'Malaysian Indians: 
Socio-economic Problems') fll that he and 
the M.I.C. were responsible for securing the 
release of 9 labour activists of the Cheroh 
Estate, Cheroh, Reub, Pahang detained under 
the Emergency Ordinance No. 5/69 in 1981, 
and (2) that another speaker, Dr. Jomo - of 
INSAN, the Institute for Social Analysis -
had no direct knowledge of and involvement 
in the same matter. 

Datuk Pathmanaban's claims were disputed 
by Dr. Jomo, and the Deputy Minister accepted 
a challenge by Mr. P. Ramasamy (also of 
INSAN) to prove his claims in a public debate. 
On 4 December 1984, on behalf of Datuk 
Pathmanaban, his personal secretary, Mr. 
Mohandas confirmed 8.30 pm, Wednesday. 
12 December 1984 as the time for the meeting, 
which was subsequently arranged to be held 
at the M.T .U.C. Hall in Petaling Jaya. 

· The Cheroh Case 
On 17 March 1981 , the 9 worker activists

Subramaniam sJo Ramasamy (I.C. 4720744), 
Ganapethy sJo Mariappan (8138391) , Subra
maniam sJo Munusamy (8252249), Panisulam 
s/o Munusemy (8252250). Ramaiyah s/o 
Kuppan (5393317), Muniandy s/o Devaraj 
(8230296), Vijayan s/o Velaithum (5501777) 
- were detained ostensibly on several charges 
of ganster-type behaviour, which have since 
been shown to have been trumped-up by the 
investigating police officer who received a sum 
of $4000.00 from the estate management -
according to a -om affidavit by a staff 
nwmber of the estate, who stands to gain 
nothing ..t to lose 8Yerything by such 
tastimorry. Sworn aff"tdavits by the released 
deta.i1W81 charge lhat their signed confessions 
--. made .tt.r they were tortured while in 
detent-. and abo that soma signatures accus
ing the ~ wwe collected under false 
~·talC&. 

The -x.rs concerned were active 
mambets of tbe lOCal branches of the National 
Union of Piat::auon Workers (NUPW) and the 
MJC, • • die local temple committH, 
.t1o ...-.s ~ of the Cheroh estate 

...:xmd 1978, displacing the 
prwHCICI$ .. .a.a:t:p wbic:h was closely identified 



with management interests. By actively advanc
ing the workers' interests, these activists soon 
became a thorn in the flesh of the estate 
management. The new union leadership worked 
conscientiously to improve working and living 
conditions in the estate and successfully pres
sured the management to begin providing low· 
cost estate worker housing as provided for 
under MAPA·NUPW estate housing agreement 
of 1977. In August 1980, the union won a 
case against the owners of Cheroh Estate in 
the Industrial Court. 

Many sworn affidavits and depositions by 
estate workers acknowledge that the 9 worker 
activists were well-behaved, sincere, concerned 
and successfully fought to improve the workers 
conditions by obtaining COLA lcost of living 
allowance), bonus entitlements, double-pay for 
work on Sundays, back pay du·e to the workers, 
better and cleaner water supply, improved 
electricity supply le.g. by longer period each 
day, in the morning before 6 am •. brighter 
bulbs), a clean·up of the estate environment, 
better sanitation (e.g. by building drains), the 
construction of better toilets, jobs for some of 
the jobless among other things. They all 
emphasize how estate conditions generally 
deteriorated after the arrest of t he 9 workers. 
Land cleared ostensibly for implementation of 
a low-cost worker housing scheme was planted 
with oil palm. It is clear that the estate manage· 
ment was under great pressure from the new 
activist union leadership. 

Many sworn affidavits testify that the 
purported charges against the workers were 
actually a mixture of fabrications, half·truths 
and other distortions. The detention order 
carried 5 charges against the 9 workers, namely: 
assault with dangerous weapons, fighting 
with dangerous weapons, destroying estate 
property, membership of an illegal Indian 
gang (Gang 360). and collection of prote.ction 
money. The sworn affidavits and depositions 
refute all these charges and point out that the 
only money collected by the nine was for 
union dues and the temple fund, for which 
receipts were issued and proper accounts were 
kept. 

The Cheroh workers and their families 
reacted to tha detention by appealing to the 
MIC and the NUPW, which the workers were 
members of. Despite some concern expressed 
by certain officials, both the MIC and tha 
NUPW dissociated themselves from the case 
on the grounds that it was a 'police case', 
and hence ostensibly beyond their purview. 
IDatuk Pathmanaban was one of the MIC 
officials approached at this stage). 

In mid·1982, the Cheroh community 
brought the matter to the attention of univer
sity researchers working in the area, who inves
tigated the case further before referring it to 
others. In July 1982, INSAN published a report 
on the Cheroh case as its lead story in Nadi 
Insan, lother newspapers picked up the matter 
subsequently), and also referred the matter to 
the government's Legal Aid .Bureau I LAB), and 
later, to the Bar Council's Legal Aid Centre 
ILAC). The case was, in turn, referred to the 
Ministry of Home Affairs. In the meantime, 
the Cheroh community organized a successful 
petition drive and exerted more pressure on 
the authorities with the support of cooperative 
government officials; apparently, after minis· 
terial re-investigation of the matter, the six 
married detainees were released from detention 
and placed under restricted residence, while 
the three bachelors were similarly released as 
soon as the two y.ear detention period was up 
H.e. the detention order was not extended). 

Conclusions 
The evidence clearly shows that while the 

MIC lincludipg Datuk Pathmanaban) had been 
approached by the Cheroh estate community 
and concerned sympathizers - and may well 
have been sympathetic to the plight of the 
Cheroh estate detainees - the MIC Uike 
the NUPW) subsequently abandoned the 
Cheroh people on the pretext that it was a 
'police matter'. The partial success in securing 
the release of the Cheroh detainees should 
be credited to the brave, sustained and united 
efforts of the Cheroh estate community 
!despite various odds) in seeking justice and 
freedom for their young activist leaders, and to 

the various other initiatives by several suppor· 
tive individuals and bodies - i.e. public pressure 
- which brought about the releases. Datuk 
Pathmanaban and the MIC should therefore 
not make false boasts about what they have 
done for the people against injustice, and 
should not denigrate the role and contribution 
of others without prior knowledge of the facts 
in order to· score debating points or to exage
rate their own role. The people of this country 
want real leaders, not political dealers. 

Even more importantly, the Cheroh case 
highlights two other more serious problems. 

The Cheroh case clearly demonstrates 
the vulnerability of Malaysian workers in 
general, and plantation workers in particular, 
to gross exploitation by their bosses. On the 
other hand, management continues to enjoy 
nearly absolute powers over such workers, 
often abetted by the law, as well as govern
ment attitudes, practices and officials sympa
thetic to and supportive of their interests. 

In the Cheroh case, it appears that for 
$4000.00 the management got a pollee 
inspector to have 9 worker activists detained 
for up to 2 years each for agitating for their 
lawful rights to better .housing and work 
conditions, as recognised by the MAPA-NUPW 

agreement. Other similar travesties of justice 
abound, especially in the plantation sector. 

Hence, the Cheroh case also illustrates 
how easily Malaysian laws which allow for 
virtually indefinite detention without trial 
(such as the Emergency Ordinance and the 
Internal Security Act) can and have been 
abused by those with the power to do so. 

The lessons from the Cheroh case are 
obvious. Malaysian society must be reorganized 
on a truly democratic and egalitarian basis -
both economically as well as politicelly,legally, 
etc. - in order to establish the basis for a 
social order rid of injustice, exploitation and 
the abuse of power. 

K. S.Jomo 
Director, INSAN 

K. Lumpur 

HOW CAN WE BE WRONG! 

7 

Papan residents. 
Don't blame us. 
Don't get mad at us. 
And don't accuse us for not admitting mistakes. 

You get us all wrong. 
It has never been a mistake to say 
"Thorium hydroxide has never been stored in the factory". 
"Thorium hydroxide is harmless". 
"The dump-site is safe". 

You get us all wrong. 
These are not mistakes, 
Perhaps "lies", if you insist to use your language. 
But please do try to understand, 
Lies for human welfare are not lies at all. 
So, don't get us wrong. 

Whatever that we do, 
We always have your safety and welfare in mind - even 
for 19 billion years to come. 
How can we be wrong. 

Nikki Wong 

Aliran Monthly February 1985 
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Survey on the Monthly 

The Ali ran Monthly: 
What Our Readers Say 

I t was time to take stock of what we 
were giving our readers in the Monthly. 

Sales were slowly but surely increasing 
but that would not give us the sort of 
feedback we wanted from our readers. It 
is after all their Monthly and we want to 
cater to the needs of our readers. Hence, 
the survey. 

A total of 74 readers participated in 
the survey conducted through our 
Monthly in November. (More responses 
have been coming in since the article was 
written at the end of December) Though 
the number might be small, their 
comments and suggestions were very 
objective. Some were not discouraged 
by the demand for brevity. They used 
the obverse side of the form too! 

Generally speaking, the Monthly has 
been well received and read. Most of the 
columns found favour with most of our 
readers. There is sufficient evidence that 
many of our readers read the Monthly 
from cover to cover! Otherwise, it would 
have been impossible to be so precise and 
incisive in their comments. 

The readers were happy about the 
current topics we dealt with and the 
objective way we presented them. One or 
two of our readers felt that the Monthly 
tended to be too academic in presenta
tion and recommended a journal istic 
approach. 

Some aspects of the Monthly came in 
for specific mention: 

Cover 
dul l and unattractiye and did not stand 
out when juxtaposed among other 
magazines. 

Viewpoint 
should deal with the "Dependency Para
digm" in the Third World. 

Human File 
should include Malaysia's failure to 
adhere to the I LO resolutions and the 
attendant consequences to labour in this 
country. 

Book Review 
should be confined to reviewing books 
about socio-€conomic and educational 
problems in the Third World. 

Aliran Diary 
should be curtailed to make room for 
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more serious topics. 

Cartoons 
good but at ti mes the message was 
unclear. 

Photographs 
poor and definite improvement needed. 

Comments about the shortcomings of 
the Monthly were coupled with sugges
tions. 

Editorial Column 
badly required . 

Comparative Religion 
articles on spiritual issues and compara
tive rel igion which could contribute to 
convergent views on common religious 
and ethical values in our multi -religious 
society. 

World Events 
Analysis required. Need to deal with 
global problems e.g. Ethiopia, Bhopal etc. 

Parliamentary Bills 
Analysis of the various Bills passed by 

Parliament and how it would affect the 
lives of Malaysians needed. 

Special Columns 
On Education, Health, Economics, 
Youth, Rural-Urban Poverty, the in
dif ference of Govt. MPs during important 
debates and affairs of the various States. 

Interviews 
There is a need to interview politicians, 
senior government officers, professionals, 
economists, sociologists etc. to present a 
wider spectrum of views and opinions. 
More positive alternatives and solutions 
to problems and issues required. 

Some felt that Ali ran was not doing 
enough to find ways and means to 
increase the sales of the Monthly and 
thereby, spread its message to a larger 
readership. An intensive sales campaign is 
recommended. The need for Ali ran to 
reach out to the ordinary man in the 
kampongs and estates was felt by many. 
To achieve this they recommended that 
the Monthly be tril ingual (or quadri
lingual)! 

One reader moaned that he finished 
the Monthly in one single day. The 
obvious solution? A thicker Monthly -
with advertisements to defray the 
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additional cost! 
We appreciate the kudos and we are 

happy that there were hardly any brick
bats to speak of. 

We thank our readers, one and all, for 
their concern and commitment to Aliran 
and the Monthly. Our sincere thanks to 
you for participating in the survey. We 
are proud to have a discerning and reflec
ting readership. 

The Editorial Board is appreciative of 
your many suggestions for the improve
ment of the Monthly. All aspects of the 
production of the Monthly, except its 
printing, are managed by a group of 
devoted and dedicated volunteer workers 
who give generously of their time and 
effort at all times. They work under 
tremendous pressure and constraints. 

You will appreciate that producing a 
Monthly of this nature is no mean task 
and the magnitude of the problems is 
very real. We do not have the range of 
talent that we would require to imple
ment al l the suggestions. If distance was 
not a constraint, we are sure all of you 
would willingly put your shoulders to the 
wheel. 

Finance is another severe constraint; 
printing costs are escalating al l the time. 
The sales of the Month ly and its printing 
costs are just about breaking even. 

The Editorial Board has taken note 
of all your constructive suggestions and 
will endeavour to incorporate them where 
and when possible. 

Your call to us to continue to write 
without fear or favour is well received. 
We are firmly committed to pursue truth , 
justice, freedom and solidarity on behalf 
of all Malaysians. 

There was a word of warning from one 
of our readers who feared that the 
Monthly, like some other magazines 
might fall a victim to the many 
"Hukums" like the Printing Press Bill, 
ISA etc. 

lnsyallah, we wil l continue our work -
with you on our side e 

V.P. Mohan 
secretary 

Editorial B oard 1984. 



The Bhopal Tragedy 

MNCMurder: 
Our Lives are Cheap 

any of us are familiar with the 
Bhopal tragedy. It has been in the 
news almost every day for the last 
month. 

Around midnight on 3 December 
a34. methyl isocyanate (mic) a 

tSOnOUS gas. started leaking from the 
on Carbide factory in Bhopal, India. 

eak lasted one hour and forty 

c is used in the manufacture of 
ous pesticides. It is highly toxic. 

when it does not kill, the gas 
ses irreparable damage to the human 

and indeed to all forms of life. 
n'on Carbide is an established multi· 
nal corporation (MNC) with world· 
operations. It is active in a number 

Third World countries. including 
a. 

ough environmental and consumer 
have been most agitated about 

8 opal tmgedy, it is important that 
other social groups too respond to 
! has been described as the greatest 

cal accident in history. 

Poison gas victims 

Blinded by the poison gas: Did company officials put profits ahead of precautions? 

For Aliran, as a group concerned 
about the weaknesses of existing social 
systems and committed to the creation 
of an alternative social order, the tragedy 
raises fundamental questions about the 
meaning and direction of development. 
What sort of development is it which 
pays so little attention to the welfare of 
the human being? What sort of develop
ment is it that sacrifices. human beings 
for profits? What sort of development is 
it that cheapens the lives of the ordinary 
masses and enriches the coffers of 
wealthy elites? Development for whom? 
Development for what? 

More than that. Bhopal is a vivid 
illustration of the death and destruction 
that MNCs cause in many Third World 
countries. Once in a while -as in Bhopal 
-their crime shocks the whole of huma
nity. But what is not often realized is that 
MNCs in their drive towards more and 
more profits, have killed and maimed 
individuals in numerous places. In 
factories in Latin America and parts of 
Africa and Asia, there have been count
less cases of people losing their lives as 
a result of inadequate industrial safety 

9 

measures. At other times, it is the pro
ducts produced by MNCs which murder 
the poor in particular. Pesticides are 
among these products. The short article 
below discusses this. It is reproduced 
from the Environment Liaison Centre's 
(E LC) news alert. 

The Pesticide Threat 

The poisoning tragedy in Bhopal, 
India, in which more than 2,500 have 
perished is merely the tip of an iceberg. 

"It is time for the governments of the 
North to act to help prevent the sustained 
disaster of Third World pesticide poison
ing which every year kills five times as 
many as the victims of Bhopal", says 
David Bull, Environment Liaison Centre 
(E LC) Director and author of the book 
'A Growing Problem: Pesticides and the 
Third World Poor'. "Let us hope that the 
suffering of the people of Bhopal will 
not therefore be in vain, but wiiJ be the 
spur to urgently needed action". 

The disaster in Bhopal, India, has 

drawn the world's actention 1o the 
problems of extremely hazardous chemi· 
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cals in the Third World. As Bhopal 
slowly returns to normalcy, deeper 
questions need to be asked. 

Pesticide Exports To The Third 
World 

Conservative estimates indicate at least 
400,000 accidental pesticide poisonings 
occur in the Third World every year, 
more than 10,000 of them fatal. The 
pesticides responsible are, in many cases, 
banned or severely restricted on safety 
grounds in their Euro/American countries 
of origin. Yet, to date, no country has 
enacted legislation to control such 
exports, despite resolutions of the UN 
Environment Programme (UNEP), the 
UN General Assembly, the European 
Parliament, and, just a month ago, the 
International Union for the Conservation 
of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN). 

Under such export control legislation, 
banned and severely restricted pesticides 
could be exported only under the follow-
ing conditions: . 
1. The exporting country has f1rst 

informed the importing country of 
its regulations and the reasons for 
them. 

2. Following receipt of such informa
tion, the importing country has 
specifically requested that the export 
take place. 

3. That the product is properly labelled 
and oackaged. 

Even these reasonable and moderate 
conditions do not yet apply anywhere. 
Even the limited information exchange 
provisions of the Organisation for Eco
nomic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) and UNEP, have not so far 
been incorporated into the legislation of 
pesticide - exporting countries. Only t he 
USA has any information exchange 
procedures, and these are ina~equate 
since information may reach the Import
ing country government only after the 
chemical has already gone into use. 

The Siting of Hazardous Factories 
Even when pesticide export controls 

are in place, will the pesticide industry 
try to avoid regulation by building still 
more manufacturing plants in the Third 
World? Bhopal shows how urgently we 
need action on this problem also. 

International standards should be 
drawn up to govern the siting and safety 
of chemical and other hazardous factories 
in the relatively unregu Ia ted environ
ments of Third World countries. It has 
already been documented that asbestos 
and other plants have been set up in 
Mexico and India with safety standards 
well below those permissible in the 
US and Europe (ref: Barry Castleman). 
The siting of the Bhopal plant itself 
would probably not be acceptable under 
European Community legislation. 
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What was happening at Bhopal 

Methyl isocyanate (M.I.C.), the Bhopal 
gas, is a base chemical used by Union 
Carbide in the manufacture of carbamate 
insecticides such as aldicarb ("Temik") 
and carbaryl ("Sevin"). The plant was 
completed only in 1980 to supply M.I.C. 
to Union Carbide's Indian insecticide 
production facilities. 

Carbaryl production in India has been 
rapidly increasing over the past seven 
years. Sources available to us indicate 
a production figure of 321 tonnes in 
1977 and 2,337 tonnes in 1982-1983. 
Installed production capacity for the 
technical grade pesticide in 1982-1983 is 
quoted to be 7,000 tonnes. 

Aldicarb is one of the most acutely 
toxic of all pesticide active ingredients. 
The technical product is classified by the 
World Health Organisation as "extremely 
hazardous". In the UK and USA its use is 
restricted to trained operators wearing 
protective clothing. In Austria it can be 
sold only with a special licence. 

EEC Directive on 'Major Accident 
Hazards of Certain Industrial Activities" 
(effective Jan. 1984) specifies in relation 
to aldicarb (which is also made in France) 
that "any person in charge of an indus
trial activity involving, or possibly involv
ing one or more dangerous substances is 
obliged to take all the measures necessary 
to prevent major accidents, to limit their 
consequences for man and the environ
ment, and to notify the competent 
authorities about the industrial activity. 

It is clear from the siting of the Bhopal 
factory close to a large centre of popu
lation thar such precautions were not 
taken. 

They are necessary in Europe. They 
are just as essential in India. Union 
Carbide also has a "Temik" plant in 
Brazil. The clock could be ticking for 
another disaster there. 

"Temik" is widely sold in a 10% 
granular formulation. Even this formula
tion can be very dangerous if absorbed 
through the mouth, inhaled as dust or 
mixed with water {when it is more easily 
absorbed through the skin). 

Another very hazardous pesticide 
produced from methyl isocyanate is the 
herbicide amitrole, banned, withdrawn or 
severely restricted on health grounds in 
the USA. UK, Finland, Norway, Sweden 
and other countries • 

'The Bhopal disaster shows the violent society in which we live, and the violent 
techrfologies we use. This kind of negligence by· multinational companies operating in 
the Third World underlines how fragile and how unimportant the lives of ordinary 
people are made to seem.' 

Anwar Fazal 
Immediate past President of the 
International Organisation of Consumers 
Unions (IOCU) 

'Many multinational companies find it easier and cheaper to manufacture in countries 
where safety and pollution controls are not as strict as they are in the West.' 

Peter Goldman 
Director of the British Consumers Association 

'Press reports confirm deaths of more than 2,500 people, permanent incapacitation 
of one hundred thousand due to blindness, respiratory tract damage and brain damage. 
The poison gas has affected the babies to be born so much so that as of now six thou· 
sand pregnancies have been terminated in the Bhopal hospitals. It is estimated that two 
hundred thousand animals and birds have died. 

In the worst ever tragedy of its kind known in history, parents have lost children, 
children have lost parents, brothers have lost sisters and sisters have lost l;nothers.' 

V. K. Parigi 
President 
Vishaka Consumer Council 
India 
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uman File 

Housing Woes 
·n Cameron Highlands 

e for so many other Malaysians, 
housing problem has not spared 

:::~-...+.<>ri>aram , Kumarasamy, Suppaya, 
n and their families. Unlike the 

ty however, they are not urban but 
ve lers. In fact, they live in Kuala 
12 miles from Tanah Rata in 

on Highlands. Yes, that holiday 
With the image of everything 
and peaceful, green and spacious. 

:lmlerly working as tea pluckers in 
ong Valley Estate, Panchacharam 
3 friends used to live in a long

• th 1 0 separate rooms. Situated 
ongside Jalan Perlong Valley in 

of the Hindu temple, the building, 
var structure, was quite small (200 
50 f t) and looked dilapidated. Be 

t may, it was home to ten families 
_.._,.,,ng some fifty people. 

r housing problems began in 1982 
the Land Office informed the 

s management that the land on 
·he longhouse was standing was 
o be repossessed by the govern
Apparently, the management had 
d the required Temporary Occupa-

- cense (TO L) fees for the past ten 
As a result, Panchacharam and his 

:Dours were declared "illegal 
ers" by the Land Office. 

the next few months some of the 
.es who had friends and relatives in 

nity left the longhouse. But 
:acharam, Kumarasamy, Suppaya, 

n and their families, and a 9Q-year 
nese man, all in all 27 people 

ng some 20 children remained 
Some, like Panchacharam and 

~ .... -''"""''v"' and their wives had lived in the 
~for the past 12 years while the 

nese man had been there for the 
years. Having no one or no place 
to, they remained behind. 
te several appeals to the District 
the Pahang Menteri Besar, the 

er of Housing and even the Prime 
er, their request that they be 

to stay on in the longhouse or 
they be given alternative sites, went 

ed . Neither did the authorities nor 
employers offer them any form of 

;:ensation. In fact, they even lost 
JObs in the estate. Fortunately, some 

-..,.-=~~ to find new jobs as daily-rated 

Truckloads of police arrive at the scene 

One of the 'placards' written in protest 

labourers in the nearby vegetable farms 
which allowed them to provide for their 
families on a day-to-day basis. 

On the morning of 15 December 1982, 
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Land Office workers accompanied by the 
police arrived in Kuala Terla to demolish 
the longhouse. But seeing the sorry state 
of the residents these workers did not 
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Watching helplessly 

destroy those rooms which Panchacharam 
and his neighbours occupied. However, 
final warnings to vacate the premises were 
given. 

Subsequently in 1983, there were two 
other attempts to evict them. On both 
occasions the 26 men, women and 
children (the exception being the 9Q-year 
old Chinese) with some sympathisers 
carried placards and protested peacefully. 
One of these posters read: 

Kita bukan orang-orang Vietnam, 
Kampuchea atau Indonesia 

Kita rakyat Malaysia yang sebenar 
Musnah rumah kita untuk siapa? 
Mana keadilan dari kerajaan kita? 
Beri rumah untuk kita yang susah . 

The plight of these Kuala Terla 
"squatters" is genuine. They are simply 
too poor to move elsewhere. Even the 
Land Office workers sympathised with 
them. And on one occasion when the 
demolition was attempted, the police 
officer present expressed the same senti
ments and sent the sick and injured to the 
hospital in his own car. 

Indeed, Panchacharam remembers the 
officer well. And the Chairman of the 
opposition DAP branch in Cameron High
lands who has been a strong supporter of 
the squatters' cause, praised the man. But 
they also remember the haughty and 
arrogant Assistant District Officer who on 
6 December 1983 threatened the 
squatters by firing into the air. On that 
occasion, one of Panchacharam's friends 
cried out in defiance: 

Why shoot into the sky? Shoot at me. 
I will die and then there will be no 
trouble for you. 

Indeed, there is a tendency on the part 
of some of these officers, "servants of the 
public" really, to act this way. Needless 
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Allran Diary 

Ali ran enters 
its eighth year 

A li ran held its Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) on the 16th 

December 1984. It was one of Aliran's 
most successful AGMs. The attendance 
was good compared to last year. And 
there was much more participation during 
the discussion on the annual report. 

Apart from the annual report, the 
other highlight of the day-long meeting 
was the election of a new executive 
committee. The following comprise the 
committee 
President 
Secretary 
Assistant 

Secretary 
Treasurer 

Members:-
1) Azmi Khalid 

Dr. Chandra Muzaffar 
Gan Teik Chee 
Hamima Dona 

Mustafa 
Shanthi Ayinarappan 

2) Dr. Tan Chee Beng 
3) P. Ramakrishnan 
4) Hum Kim Choy 
5) Mustafa K. Anuar 
6) Ang Boon Chong 
7) Gan Kong Hwee 
8) Zainol Abidin Shariff 
9) Tong Veng Wye 

10) Dr. Francis Loh Kok Wah 
11) Dr. Mohamed A. Kadir 

to say. this attitude of haughtiness will 
not solve the problem of illegal squatting 
in any way. The issue of inadequate 
housing is a social problem and a basic 
need of all. The government has a respon
sibility to provide for this need. Surely it 
must have precedence over constructing 
an aerobus system or buildings like Daya
bumi and KOMTAR or producing the 
Proton Saga! The housing needs of Pan
chacharam and his neighbours, l ike those 
of the people in Sungei Nibong and 
Thean Teik in Penang, in Kampung 
Bercham outside I poh, the railway 
reserves in Kuala Lumpur etc. must be 
taken care of. At a minimum, alternative 
sites or compensation on the grounds of 
equity should be provided. 

Today, Panchacharam and his friends 
are stil l in the longhouse. The new 
District Officer and his Assistant appear 
more sympathetic to their case and have 
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As Aliran strides into its eighth year, it 
has decided to establish a Trust Fund. 
The trust will be known as the Aliran 
Trust. It will be dedieated to the advance
ment of knowledge and awareness of 
justice, freedom and solidarity and for 
research and educational purposes i nci
dental.thereto. 

The fund will be governed by a board 
of trustees. The trustees will comprise 
individuals from inside and outside 
A liran. Their names will be announced 
shortly. 

With the establishment of a trust it 
w ill be easier for the general public to 
make contributions and donations to 
Aliran's struggle. A substantial portion of 
the income will be used to promote 
activities specifically related to the task 
of forging national unity. 

Given the seriousness of the problem 
of ethnic polarisation (which incidentally 
was the theme of the President's AGM 
address) it is our hope that the public 
will give maximum support to the Aliran 
trust. 

It is only with generous contributions 
from Malaysian society that Aliran can 
continue to fight for justice, freedom and 
solidarity e 

allowed them to stay on indefinitely. 
They allege that the old officials who 
were transferred out of the Highlands in 
1984 had been acting on behalf of a local 
politician who tried to acquire the piece 
of land on which their longhouse stood. 
The fact that the land was not needed for 
any government project whatsoever lends 
credence to their account. Whether these 
allegations of corruption are true or not 
are difficult to ascert ain. But if the land 
is not needed by government and if 
Panchacharam and friends are prepared to 
pay the necessary TOL fees, there is 
really no reason why they should not be 
allowed to continue to live in the long
house, temporari ly, that is, unti I they can 
afford to move into a better house. For 
indeed, it is because of poverty, and not 
because of choice, that they are squatters 
todaye 

Francis Loh Kok Wah 



Ethiopia The 
Making Of A Famine 

T he severe famine now faced by 
Ethiopia is largely an artificial 
creation. To blame it on the 

orsening ecological conditions in the 
country is to ignore the internal and 
= ternal forces which have wittingly 
a~d unwittingly manoeuvered the count

towards a catastrophic famine. 
On the surface, the drought and the 

:amine appear to be an outcome of the 
nence of rain for over three years. 

... the highlands and western lowlands, 
1ere the rainy season starts in mid-JuneJ 

r1ere has been hardly any rain and 
consequently no harvest, since 1982. In 
~ ~e Eastern coastal areas, including 
=astern Barka, there had been no rain 
$ "ce mid-October 1981. The drought 
has affected over five million people, 
nostly poor peasants living off wild 
~tables, who are now faced with star
ration. Twelve of Ethiopia's fourteen 
regions are in the grip of the famine. 

But the drought by itself need not 
-.ave led to the scenes of whole commu
., ties being swallowed up in the disaster. 

1: was known for over two years that 

1984 would be a drought-ridden year 
for Ethiopia. The Food and Agriculture 
Organisations' Famine Warning System 
(FWS) predicted the drought as far back 
as December 1982; and indeed had sent 
out a Special Alert to western nations 
and aid agencies. However, the warnings 
of FWS were ignored. 

It is not altogether surprising that 
the western nations chose to ignore the 
predictions of the FWS. Food aid is a 
powerful ideological weapon: and the 
industrialised countries have used it at 
every single opportunity to exert pressure 
on the Third World. A point made 
explicit by John Blogh, American Secre
tary of Agriculture, when he told Congress 
that "over the next 20 years food can be 
the greatest weapon we have." Ethiopia, 
with a Marxist regime, is a natural candi
date for experimenting with the food 
lever. Of the 24 African nations which 
needed and asked for food aid from the 
industrialised countries, only Ethiopia 
and Mozambique, another Marxist state, 
were denied food relief. The East-West 
ideological battle is being fought over-
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the mounting piles of African corpses. 
The Soviet Union shares the blame 

for the Ethiopian famine just as much 
.as the western states. The Soviet Union 
has imposed a banal agriculture policy 
on its satellite -a policy that has all the 
seeds of an even bigger catastrophe. 
The military regime of Colonel Mengistu 
Haile Mariam has forced the majority of 
Ethiopian peasants off their land; the 
military now controls most of the arable 
land to sustain its war economy. State 
farming is a pillar of Leninist agricultural 
policy. It has a record of miserable failure 
both in China and the Soviet Union. 

In Ethiopia, state farms are reported 
by ex-workers fleeing into the Sudan to 
be in an appalling condition. Crops harves
ted on state farms are taken to collection 
points from where they are transported 
either straight to Assab or Addis Ababa. 
None of the food from the state farms 
goes to the workers, who are dependent 
on local Farmers' Associations for their 
rations. The civilian population of the 
country is dependent on the food pro
duced by small farmers who have not 
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Ethiopia's calamity Is not a natural 
but man-made disaster 

yet been absorbed into the state farm 
system. 

Colonel Mariam needs to keep his 
army fed and marching as his authority 
is being questioned by liberation fighters 
in Tigray, Eritrea and Ogaden. The entire 
Tigray province, for example, is currently 
under the control of the Tigray People's 
liberation Front (TPLF). The TPLF has 
been engaged in an armed struggle since 
1975. The Ethiopian government. the 
Derg (PMAC). with the assistance of 
Soviet weapons and advice. have launched 
several offences against the TPLF since 
1977. However, the TPLF has not only 
survived these offences but has grown 
from strength to strength and now 
commands a sizeable force which has 
more than doubled in the last three 
years. The Eritrean Muslims have stood 
up to six massive Derg military offensives 
and have now emerged more united and 
mobilised and have increased their mili
tary capability manifold. There are 
rumours that despite the famine and the 
internal feuds within the government. 
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the Derg is preparing to launch a new 
offensive in Tigray against the TPLF. 

Ethiopian victims: Food, not weapons 
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Young famine victims: Did anyone care? 

Preparations for this include the forma
tion ot two new divisions -an additional 
force of over 20,000 troops. 

In each of the Derg incursions into the 
guerilla-held areas. large quantities of 
grain supplies and agricultural land is 
destroyed. In their "secret-ed earth" 
assaults, the Derg forces destroy food
stuff and harvests indiscriminately. For 
example, in March-April 1981. 6000 
tons of grain was destroyed by heavy 
shellin!l and helicopter assaults. 

Thus, while the military regime in 
Addis Ababa fights it out with the 
guerillas. the Soviet experiment with 
the Leninist brand of dogma masquera
ding as agricultural policy ana the indus
trialised countries use food aid as an 
ideological weapon, the poor and innocent 
starve to death in Ethiopia. The country 
needs an estimated 500,000 tons of grain 
in the next few weeks to avert a full
scale disaster. Despite all the feverish 
activities of the aid agencies and non
governmental organisations, it is un
likely that the obscene surplus food 
mountain of the EEC or the equally 
pornographic rivers of excess American 
wheat will find its way to the starving. 

However. even if the famine could be 
contained with the help of food aid, 
the problem of Ethiopia's hungry will not 
go away. The internal and external 
forces responsible for the present cata
strophe will continue to exert similar 
pressure with predictable results. After 
all, was not the famine of 1974, which 
destroyed the autocratic kingdom of 
Haile Selassie and brought the Derg to 
power. described as the worst cata
strophe in the history of Ethiopia? The 
cycles of famine will continue as long as 
the superpowers use the Third World as 
the battleground for their ideological 
struggle • 

Extracted from Inquiry (London) December, 
1984 



Labour 

Trade Union Leadership 

y society there exists the leader 
the ed. It is a fact of life. Even in 

~. il is Sdiu, thl:j liun is llll:j King 
zo~ the Menteri Besar. Whether it 
~ or a nation, village or city, 

umon. club or association, office 
• there will be some one to lead 

:::=1ers to follow or to be led. The 
eadership varies based on certain 

have the ruler and the ruled; the 
and the electorate; the master and 

servant. the chief and the sub
- · .. __,..,.,,:. Thus. leadership is inevitable in 

a system. 
emerge of leadership takes dif-

• snapes. Some emerge as leaders. 
'iiiY be known as "born leaders". 
~e others who "grab" leadership, 

others on whom leadership is 
a though they are unprepared and 
ng. 

oer to lead, a leader has to 
:and at least the basic principles of 

e at•ons. And only by practising 
nc pies can a leader be able to 

:1 the minds of his men respect, 
en~husiasm and a desire to serve. 

the duty of a supervisor to handle 
p of men by making them want 
~each. guide. discipline and help 

tnem, where possible to be ready 
~h'p, 

:-nprove relationship with people. 
necessary to build foundations for 

man relations. It must be borne 
that people must be treated as 

:;a s. For, no two persons are alike. 
perat•on of his men is one of the 

__,...,..,..,,..,t factors that a leader seeks. This 
obta ned by group discussion; by 
aeas and suggestions and by the 

conference techniques. 

Golden Rules For Getting 
With People 

Make the other person feel 
mportant 

ii) Don't be afraid to praise; but do 
not flatter 

ii i) Learn louse lacl and cuunesy 
iv) Learn to l isten; let the other 

fel low talk 
v) Never try to clip the other fellow; 

give him the breaks 
vi) Get a reputation for being on the 

level 
vii) Be enthusiastic 
viii)Keep an open mind; don't be 

ruled by prejudice or the past 
ix) Be self confident; it inspires 

respect 
x) Try to develop the other fellow 

Qualities of Leadership 
Apart from being able to apply the 

principles of human relations and the 
golden rules as mentioned above, a leader 
must possess certain basis qualities. They 
are:-

i) Honesty 
ii ) Humility 
iii) Dedicat ion 
iv) Dynamism and courage 
v) Sacrifice 
iv) Self criticism 
vii) Knowledge 

Dangers Inherent in Leadership 
Leadership is endowed with not only 

responsibility but also POWER. There is a 
saying: "Power corrupts and absolute 
power corrupts absolutely". 

Even a good. respectable and 
acceptable leader. once he tastes power. 
can change. He may find himself unwil
ling to surrender his leadership. Once he 
develops such an attitude. he tries to 
consolidate his power by various nefa
rious and questionable methods. He mani
pulates and manoeuvres. He may barter 
and trade. He may indulge in nepotism, 
favouritism and •corruption. If he can't 
"kill" his opponents then he will try to 
"buy" them. He abhors criticism. Soon 
he realises he is afraid of losing power. So 
he goes on consolidating more and more 
power. For such a leader, the end justifies 
the means. 

History has record numerous instances 
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of such power corruptions. The methods 
applied differ. Leaders of governments 
enact security legislations. curtail free
dom. prohibit human and natural rights; 
increase security forces and apply terror. 
Leaders of organisations may resort to 
amending rules. forming cliques. and/or 
instilling fear. 

Can a Leader Claim Absolute Trust? 
There are leaders who claim that they 

must have complete freedom to do what 
they think right. They demand absolute 
and total trust from their fol ewers or 
subordinates. But the fact is that no 
leader must have the right to a blank 
cheque nor should he demand absolute 
trust. That is the reason why checks and 
balances are provided in constitutions. 
rules and regulations. A leader must 
follow the rules; accept criticism; con
sider suggestions and tap ideas. Any 
leader who tends to deviate from the 
basic qualit ies of leadership deserves to be 
removed - and removed before it is too 
late. 

History has recorded numerous 
instancesof corrupt, ruthless, treacherous 
and dishonest leaders. The exit of 
Richard Nixon from the presidentship of 
the United States, the resignation of his 
Vice President, Spiro Agnew, the toppling 
of Kakuei Tanaka from the premiership 
of Japan and several other cases of 
removal of leaders in the recent past lead 
to the inevitable conclusion that no 
leader has the right to demand absolute 
trust. In fact every leader must be under 
some form of surveillance especially by 
his own followers. 
Trade Union Leadership 

The responsibility and commitment of 
a leader depends upon the organisation he 
leads, its objectives and the political 
system in which it functions. For 
instance, it is very m uch easier for a 
communist party leader to lead in a 
communist country than his counterpart 
in a country ruled by a democratic 
government. 

The objectives of trade unions are to 
obtain a fair and just reward for the 
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labour the workers contribute; to struggle 
for social justice and to restore the 
dignity of labour. In their struggle, trade 
unions in developing countries like 

Malaysia have to face very determined 
and powerful opposition from the 
Government and the employers. The 
Government with its political power and 
the employers with their political 
influence and money-power will resort to 
any tactic to keep the unions suppressed 
and under control. 

It, therefore, follows that a trade 
union leader must be more committed, 
honest, acknowledgable than leaders of a 
club, a cooperative society or an asso
ciation. As he marches on with his fight 
to achieve the objectives of the organi
sation he belongs, he must be prepared to 
make sacrifices and to face risks. 

If threats do not frighten him, his 
opponents might try to bribe him with 
money or position. A trade union leader, 
in order to be able to face such situations, 
must be not only courageous but also 
scrupulously honest. 

He should be knowledgable so as to 
enable him to face his employer at the 
negotiating table. He must never forget 
the fact that he belongs to a democratic 
organisation and that he is the leader of 
working people. He should therefore be 
democratic and humble in his dealings 
with the members. Trade union leaders 
should identify themselves with the 
working class and must always be willing 
to listen to their members. 

In this respect, we are fortunate 
because most of the labour leaders in 
Malaysia are workers themselves. Those 
who are not should go down to that level 
and find out and if necessary experience 
how their members work and live. 

Situation in Malaysia 
Although trade unions came to be 

established in this country only after the 
second world war, there were leaders in 
late 1930s who championed the cause of 
workers. The trade union leaders from 
1946 to 1948 were comparat ively much 
more committed and militant. Most of 
them were communists or communist 
sympathers and undoubtedly had an axe 
to grind, apart from fighting for the 
emancipation of the working class. They 
went underground when the Emergency 
was declared by the Colonial Government 
in June 1948 to fight the guerilla war 
started by t he Communist Party of 
Malaya. 

The vacum thus created was filled by 
a moderate group of leaders. They were 
democratic, devoted and dedicated. They 
demonstrated an incredible spirit of sacri
fice. They had inherited part of the 
fighting spirit of their predecessors. They 
had political convictions. Some of them 
were victims of the Internal Security Act. 
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Bro. V. David, the present Secretary 
General of MTUC, was detained three 
times under the I SA. 

Trade union leaders in the 1950s and 
1960s were by and large, able to keep 
away from the racial and religious pro
paganda which continues to be the main 

theme of the post-meroeka politics of this 
country. 

Since 1970, the attitude of the labour 
leaders appears to have changed drastical
ly. Ethnic polarisation, which was totally 
absent in the earlier days, looms in union 
elections. There is a tendency amongst 
the leaders to be compartmentalised into 
ethnic groups. Not many are willing or 
prepared to sacrific for the interests of 
labour. 

It is a fashion these days, especially 
amongst the top leaders of public sector 
unions, to lend support to the Govern
ment's policies and pronouncements 
without critically analysing them. Some 
have even gone to the extent of awarding 
lltldals and conferring honorary member
ship of trade unions to ministers, in spite 
of the fact that our Government is 
determined to keep trade unions under 
control and has curtai led their basic rights 
by enacting repressive labour legislations 
and detaining leaders under ISA. 

Some of them even succumb to the 
carrots dangled by t he employers. A 
recent development is that some leaders 
carry Credit Cards in the name of their 
organisation for entertainment. 

There are several factors that have 
contributed towards th is change. The 
May 13th incident, the misinterpretation 
of the New Economic Policy, the capi
talist policies of the Government, racial 
and rel igious propaganda by various pol i
t ical parties, the entry of trade unions 
into economic ventures and the desire 
among the leaders to move with the 
"Jones" are some of the factors. 

The Solution 
Trade unions are democratic organisa

tions. Leaders are elected by the members 
by secret ballot. Major policies are 
decided at General meetings and/or dele
gates conference. Members also have the 
right to remove leaders and change 
policies of their policies of thei r union. It 
therefore follows that members are 
supreme in the organisation and are 
vested with the power to elect the leaders 
they want. 

But, a casual survey will reveal that , 
that is not what is happening in trade 
unions, because of the apathy of the 
members, because of the irresponsible 
attitude of the members, because they 
fail to exercise thei r rights. 

So, the answer to the leadership pro
blem primarily lies with the members. 
They must be vigilant, critical, alert, and 
aware of their rights and responsibi lities, 
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not only before and at the time of the 
election but also after it is over, so that 
the members may be able to assess the 
pE'Jformance and behaviour of the 
leaders. 

While this is vital to ensure an able, 
committed and honest leadership in the 
labour organisations, certain precautions 
are also very important. 

No person should be unduly persuaded 
to accept leadership. Top leaders should 
refrain from holding any position in 
business enterprises. In fact MTUC did 
take a decision on this in 1978, but did 
not enforce it. In my opinion, trade 
unions should keep out of economic 
ventures, especially in a country like ours 
which practises free enterprise, which is 
fraught with fraudulence, deceipt and 
corruption. 

While trade unions should enter into 
collective agreement for time-off for the 
leaders from their jobs to carry out their 
union activities, they should not accept 
total release of the leaders from their 
work at the expense of the other workers. 
Secondment of leaders should be agreed 
to, only if the union is able and willing to 
compensate their loss of wages. 

It may also be desirable to have a 
selected group of members prepared and 
ready to take over the leadership, should 
the need arise. But they should never 
attempt to replace leaders who discharge 
their responsibilities efficiently and 
effectively. 

Bartering and "horse trading" during 
election t ime must be totally resisted. 
Concerted efforts including trade union 
education should be geared towards eli
minating racial and religious polarisation. 

These are some of the suggestions that 
I wish to advocate in order to ensure that 
trade unions have committed, honest, 
knowledgable and dedicated leadership. 

Trade union leaders should themselves 
recognise that they are there to struggle 
and fight for the eman icipation of the 
working people. Any attempt to betray 
them is an unpardonable crime and a 
mortal sin and must not be condoned or 
tolerated by the workers. 
The Boss 
The Boss drives his men; 
The Leader coaches them. 
The Boss depends on authority; 
The Leader on goodwill. 
The Boss generates fear; 
The Leader inspires enthusiasm 
The Boss fixes the blame for the breakdown; 
The Leader fixes the breakdown. 
The Boss knows how it is done; 
The Leader shows how others can do it. 
The Boss makes work a task; 
The Leader makes work a challenge. 
The Boss says "GO!" 
The Leader says "Let's Go!" • 

K George 
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1.-'rlday Prayer Sermon, (Khutba), Tehran, 

S am September 1979. Quoted in Mardi-ez-Tabar
e-Nur (A Man from the Abode of Light). 
Anjuman-e-Touhidi-e-Resalat. Tehran. 1979. 
PP. 10-18). 

Message of Liberation 

The most dangerous of all forms of oppression are laws and res
trictions forcibly imposed on people in the name of religion. 

This is what the Monks, through collaboration with the ruling classes, did 
with the people in the name of religion. This is the most dangerous of all 
impositions, because that which is not from God is thrust upon the people 
to enslave and suppress them and prevent them from evolving, depriving them 
of the right to protest, criticise and be free. These very chains and shackles 
are the ones which the Prophet (Muhammad} came to destroy. Islam is an 
invitation to peace and freedom. Let us keep aside opportunism, group 
interests, forcible imposition of ideas and, God forbid, dictatorship under 
the cover of religion. (Let us) raise our voices with the toiling, oppressed, 
and deprived masses. Islam as we know it, the Islam which originates from 
the Quran and the traditions of the Prophet, does not restrict freedom. Any 
group that wants to restrict people's freedom, (the freedom) to criticise, 
protest, discuss and debate, does not comprehend Islam. 
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Kindly include postage at the following. 
rates: 

e) Local Orders: 20 cents per book 

b) Over-s Orders: 
I) Surface Mail : 20% of tot~~l cost 

of books 
il) Airmail; 100% oft · cost ot 

books 
BANK COMMISSION f ion 
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De¥ Sir, 

WHO'S IN THE DOCK? 

Not slick city bankers 
that gilt-edged legion 
who emptied our coffers 
of a paltry 2.5 billion. 

Not the desecrators 
of grave and temple 
who for a few dollars 
pawn heritage & people. 

Not any one of those 
nuclear-naif politicians 
who would expose 
our children to radiation. 

No, not the malefactor 
but those who question 
are now under fire 
stand indicted of treason. 

CECIL RAJENORA 



ALIRAN PUBLICATIONS 
TITLE PRICE NO. OF 

COPIES 

1. BASIC BELIEFS contains an outline of 
Aliran's philosophy. (In Chinese) $0.70 

2. DASAR·DASAR ASAS contains an 
outline of Aliran's philosophy (in B.M.) $0.70 

3. AU RAN SPEAKS a compilation of 
press statements, essays and speeches 
since the organisation's inception in 
August 1977 on a variety of social 
themes of public interest. $10.00 

4. CORRUPTION contains papers on 
various aspects of this social scourge 
presented by Ali ran officials and 
guest speakers at a seminar held 
in November 1980. I t is easily 
readable, informative and analytical . $4.00 

5. 5 CONTROVERSIES a compilation of 
5 book lets entitled (i) is South-East 
Asia safe? (ii) Why are People Poor? 
(iii) Why are they not enough houses? 
(iv) What is National Culture? (v) 
Why is there communal Polarization? $3.50 

6. LIMA PERSOALAN is the translation 
of '5 Controversies' into Bahasa 
Malaysia. $3.50 

7. THEAN TEIK: THE OTHER SIDE 
OF DEVELOPMENT discusses the 
Thean Teik dispute objectively 
and raises the question, "Development 
for Whom?" $3.00 

8. THE CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS 
& DEMOCRACY is aimed at getting 
the publ ic to reflect seriously on 
some of the issues involved in the 
crisis. $0.70 

9. THE ARMS RACE: HUMANITY IN 
CRISIS reflects a common 
humanitarian viewpoint on the ·awful 
realities of modern warfare. It 
attempts to consider the 
transformation of man and society as 
the means towards achieving a world· 
wide peace. $5.00 

10. ALl RAN QUARTERLY: 
(Back Issues) VOL. II '82 NO. 1 $0.90 

N0.3 $2.00 

N0.4 $2.00 
1982, VOL. 2. Nos. 1, 3 & 4 (3 issues) $3.50 

11. ALIRAN OUARTE 
(Back Issues) VOL. Ill '83 No.1 $2.00 

N0.2 $2.00 

N0.3 $2.00 
N0.4 $2.00 

1983, VOL. 3, Nos. 1.2.3&4 (4 issues) $6.00 

12. ALIAAN MONTHLY 
1 year's subscription 
- 12 issues $10.00 

13. Cassette Tape 
AT THE CROSSROADS: 25 YEARS 
OF MERDEKA attempts to diagnose 
some of the abuses and the problems 
facing the nation. 
(Price inclusive of postage) $5.50 

14. Casset te Tape 
JUSTICE BEFORE CO-OPERATION 
gives numerous examples of how 
Malaysia and other developing 
countries are controlled in many 
spheres of activities by the powerful 
industralized countries of the North. 

inclusive of $5.50 

POSTAGE CHARGES 
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Alternatives 

The Quest 
For Tomorrow 

W
hat is certain ~bout tomorrow 
is its uncertamty. Today -
more than ever before -
humankind is faced with the 

eal possibility of total annihilation. For 
·"e only logical outcome of the arms race 
s the end of the human race. 

While the nuclear threat is perhaps the 
-,ost serious crisis confronting man, there 
a .. e other challenges which have contri
:vted to the despair that marks our era in 
- story. These challenges vary from the 
:: rst to the Second to the Third World. 
- 'ley are conditioned by ideology, nature 
::• industrialisation, level of economic 
Jevelopment, history and culture. 
3roadly speaking, they range from over
:onsumption and environmental degrada
: on to poverty and exploitation to 
...-owing authoritarianism and deteriora
: ng ethnic relations to dehumanising 

fe-styles and spiritual alienation. It is 
~r-~is state of affairs that prompted the 
ranian thinker, Ali Shariati to remark, 
Humanity is a species in decline; it is 

... ndergoing a metamorphosis and, just 
ke a pupating butterfly, is in danger 

oecause of the success of its own in-
;;enuity and labours." . . 

Indeed, this decline of humanity IS 

a most unparallelled. To start with, there 
'"laS never been a situation where human-
·nd as a whole is faced with a multitude 

:::f challenges all at the same time in 
J fferent spheres of life. This is partly 
oecause we have all - whatever our 
:..~ltures and ideologies...:. been drawn into 
;.nat same pattern of modernisation which 
s supposed to signify progress. The 
....-,edia, technology, the multi-national 
:orporations (mnc's) the state and im
:-erialism have been responsible for this. 

It is because the crisis is total in every 
sense that the solution required is also 
otal. This again makes our position in 
story unique. For in the past in the 

..rdt from one religious civilisation to 
;'1other, or in the substitution of one 
deology for another, what actually took 
: ace was a partial transformation of 
a'ues and accompanying structures. The 
~ tuation today however demands a 
;olistic transformation of values and 
muctures, of the human being itself -if 

oe are to continue to survive on this 
: anet. 

Alternative movements ore responses 
to various dimensions of.the crisis facing 
humanity. The quest for an alternative 
lifestyle is the search for sanity in an 
insane world. In the West, alternative 
movements have grown from the liberal 
and Marxist traditions. Some of them are 
developing their own intellectual charac· 
teristics; they are acquiring distinct 
identities. In Asia and various parts of the 
Third World, numerous alternative groups 
have come up in the last two decades or 
so, many of them modelled upon those 
found in the West. There are of course 
other alternative movements which seek 
inspiration from indigenous religious and 
cultural traditions. It is the eternal values, 
the sublime worldviews submerged in 
these spiritual reservoirs which are being 
harnessed to construct new visions of a 
new world. 

Aliran has always argued that a 
spiritual vision of the human being and of 
humanity is vital for the struggle of the 
alternative as a whole. For many of the 
concerns of alternative groups everywhere 

By the same token, environmentalists 
should not fail to realize how close they 
are to fundamental spiritual values when 
they ask for the preservation of forests, 
for clean air and water, for the judicious 
use of scarce resources. Where but in 
religion is there a lucid ennunciation of 
man's sacred relationship with nature? 

It is equally important to observe that 
the struggle of alternative groups to 
ensure that science remains ethical, that 
technology does not overwhelm the 
human being, that man does not lose his 
humanity in the process of accumulating 
knowledge about the mysteries of the 
universe are perfectly legitimate concerns 
from any of the great spiritual perspec
tives. 

Even the noble quest to give a place of 
dignity to women, to emancipate them 
from the bondage of discriminatory 
structures and attitudes, to ensure that 
they are treated as equal partners of the 
human family, would be in accordance 
with the essence of most of the major 
spiritual traditions. Of course, in reality, 

Kanaks rioting: 'Lift the French flag off of us and restore sovereignty IQ our people' 

- including those that are unabashedly 
'secular' - have deep roots within various 
spiritual traditions. In the case of the 
consumer movement, for instance, a 
number of the issues it has articulated 
from its promotion of breast-feeding to 
its opposition to uncontrolled chemiliza

tion of foods would win the applause of 
all the major spiritual philosophies. 
Similarly, its plea for moderation in 
consumption, for simple life-styles, has 
been the cherished ideal of religion 
through the ages. 
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religious laws and social practices have 
often conspired to degrade women. But it 
cannot be denied that as far as the 
question of their common humanity is 
concerned, no spiritual tradition has 
sought to differentiate women from men. 

It can perhaps be stated even more 
emphatically that in their commitment to 
the disadvantaged, spiritual traditions 
share common sentiments with crusaders 
for an alternative order. For in at least 
two major religions, it is an irrefutable 
truth that the preference in their scrip-
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tures is for the poor and the oppressed. 
'Alternative' advocates also believe 

that it is only in small and medium-sized 
communities that the human being wil l 
be in a position to shape his destiny. In 
this respect too, there is a great deal of 
affinity with the spiritual standpoint. 
Is lam, Buddhism, Hinduism and 
Christianity can provide ample evidences 
of small cohesive, egali tarian communities 
that existed at some point or other in 
their histories - commun1t1es that 
demonstrated the finest ideals in their 
respective religions. 

An even more powerful current within 
alternative movements which manifests 
some of the deepest urges within our 
spiritual traditions is the quest for peace. 
All religions abhor viole~ce. Peace is 
perhaps the ultimate purpose of man's 
spiritual journey. It is the goal of both his 
inward development and his outward 
commitment. 

Finally, alternative movements have 
always maintained that bringing forth the 
humanity in each and everyone of us is 
their real goal. This is why they have 
often criticised capitalist societies for 
subordinating man to profits and socialist 
states for reducing the human being to a 
d1git ~within rigid bureaucratic structures. 
For the religious traditions too, it is the 
human being and the development of his 
humanity - which is his spiritual ity -
that is the true object of existence. 

It is only too apparent that almost 
every important group in the quest for an 
alternative - from consumer advocates to 
'peaceniks' -reflects concerns which are 
clearly spiritual. 

This is why alternative groups should 
be bold enough and brave enough to 
describe their struggles as spiritual 
struggles. They should anchor their 
struggles to a spiritual worldview; they 
should regard the spiritual basis as the 
bedrock of their labour. 

This does not mean attaching oneself 
to any particular religion. Neither does it 
mean becoming 'religious' in the conven
tional sense. What it does mean is that the 
spiritual conception of the human being, 
his purpose and his destiny, and the 
spiritual values that should guide him in 
his journey on earth, should be absorbed 
into our alternative. 

It is important that this is done 
especially since alternative groups -as we 
have seen - seek to protect the integrity 
of the human being in contrast to what 
existing social systems do to man. For if 
the human being is our goal, we must 
know what this human being is. Who am 
I? Why am I here on earth? What is my 
purpose? What is my destiny? become 
crucial questions. Indeed, it can be argued 
that one of the reasons why the develop
mental process today has distorted life 
and its meaning is because these questions 
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have seldom served as sign-posts in policy
making and planning. 

The major spiritual tradit ions inter
preted in a progressive manner, provide 
unambiguous answers to these vital 
quest ions. The human being is the vice
regent, the steward, of God. It is his duty, 
his responsibility, to t ransform the earth, 
which is his trust, in accordance with 
eternal spiritual values. Only in t his way 
will he discover his humanity which is his 
spiritual essence. 

Seeing man's role and purpose in this 
way is necessary for that holistic transfer· 
motion which olone con bring obout on 
alternative social order. For the next 
epoch in human civil isation - if it is 

allowed to emerge at all - will have a 
spiritual foundation, succeeding the 
materialistic thrust of the present era, as 
Pitirim Sorokin and other phi losophers 
have predicted. 

Whatever the predictions, it is quite 
conceivable that in Asia and Latin 
America and perhaps even parts of Africa, 
alternative movements which are not 
firmly rooted in the spiritual traditions of 
the people may not be able to grow 
rapidly. The spiritual base would enable 
the ordinary masses to identi fy with the 
groups concerned. If this does not 
happen, a ·number of these alternative 
endeavours will remain intellectual 
coteries addressing themselves to small 

Identification with the spiritual values and 
Ideals of the people endows strength 

and power to an alternative movement 

Nuclear War • •• 
It's coming closer and closer as the arms race speeds on. 
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flliddle-class audiences. Even in Europe, 
as the Polish experience has shown us to 
some extent, identification with the 
spiritual values and ideals of the people 
endows strength and power to an alter
native movement. 

However. there are other reasons too 
why alternative groups in most other 
places have not developed into mass 
movements. The majority of them lack a 
clear social base. By this one means that 
there is no definable class or segment of 
the population that has a clear stake in 
supporting an alternative way of life. The 
,mportance of such a base is borne out by 
various examples in history. The spread 
of socialist ideas in late 19th century and 
early 20th century Europe for instance 
was facilitated by the expansion of the 
proletariat. 

Besides. the dominant way of life 1n 

the west in particular continues to cast a 
seductive spell over a substantial section 
of the community. The material 
comforts, the social amenities that are 
avai lable have lured away many a poten
tial alternative advocate. 

Also, there is a whole system that 
supports this way of life. The elites in 
almost every sphere of society want it to 

.. 

go on. The media, through overt and 
covert manipulation, ensure that ideas 
and values are controlled in the interest 
of the status-quo. 

The state and its propaganda apparatus 
would be a major factor in the perpetua
tion of the system in many a Third World 
country too. However, a more important 
reason would be the state's enormous 
capacity for repression. Alternative 
groups and alternative ideas are often 
under constant surveillance. In a lot of 
Third World societies, before an alter
native movement can really develop it is 
either bought off or bludgeoned into 
oblivion. 

In spite of all this, it is quite likely 
that in the Third World as elsewhere 
alternative movements as a whole wil l not 
cease to grow. Authoritarianism, espe
cially if it is backed domestically by a 
ruthless military elite and abroad by 
arrogant imperialist forces, could well 
produce the sort of reaction that favours 
alternative movements. In the Second 
World, the awesome power of the state 
could create widespread alienation and 
thereby enable alternative groups to 
spread their influence. As far as the First 
World goes, the nuclear threat, the fiscal 

In Haiti, a child suffering from malnutrition gets a hospital meal 
Helpless poverty in an economy plagued by high debt and corruption. 
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crisis and of course, the freedom provided 
by I iberal democratic .settings, could re
inforce the position of various alternative 
movements. 

However, all this will take time. And 
time is not our dear friend. We are 
fighting against the frenzied, frantic 
ambition of the strong to perpetuate their 

We must believe that 
our modest efforts 

matter. 
dominance of the world by all means 
foul. This is why alternative movements 
must also begin to organise on a global 
scale. Consumer movements, environ
mental movements, appropriate tech
nology movements, women's movements 
peace movements, religious movements 
and numerous other alternative move
ments must get together and work out a 
common minumum programme of ideas 
and action. In a nutshell, some inter
national alternative movement like the 
International Organisation of Consumers 
Union (IOCU) should take the initiative 
to organise a world assembly of oltcr
native movements to which leading alter
native movements from the first, second 
and third Worlds should be invited. Out 
of such an assembly could emerge a more 
concerted endeavour to mobilise the 
inhabitants of this planet to seek a new 
way of living. 

If we can do this, we would have 
succeeded in bringing a ray of light to the 
darkness that shrouds our earth at this 
point in time. We must believe that this is 
possible - that our modest efforts 
matter. We must have faith in ourselves 
and faith in our work. For as Mahathma 
Gandhi never failed to remind us, in the 
end truth and goodness have always won. 
If we have faith in that, we may yet live 
to celebrate the triumph of our 
humanity • 

Address delivered by or. Chandra Muzaffar at 
the 11th World Congress of the ll)ternatlonal 
Organisation of Consumers Unions (IOCU) held 
In Bangkok In December, 1984. 
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Pembangunan 

Pertambahan 
70 juta penduduk 
dan perindustrian 

D asar pertambahan penduduk yang 
baru adalah antara dasar-dasar 

pentadbiran Dr. Mahathir Mohammad 
yang dikenali ramai. Dasar ini bertujuan 
menambah jumlah penduduk negara kita 
ke paras 70 juta dalam tempuh 115 
tahun. 

Dasar Baru 
Mengikut Perdana Menteri kita, per

tambahan ini perlu untuk memenuh i 
kehendak-kehendak rancangan perindus
trian. Rancangan perindustrian secara 
besar-besaran, yang akan menjadikan 
Malaysia negara berasaskan industri yang 
kuat dan kukuh, memerlukan jumlah 
penduduk yang ramai. lni adalah kerana 
kita tidak boleh harapkan pada pasaran 
luar untuk menentukan penjualan ekspot
ekspot industri kita yang kian meningkat. 
Dasar perl indungan (protectionism) nega
ra-negara maju dan sekatan-sekatan lain 
dalam bidang perdagangan antarabangsa 
merupakan halangan-halangan besar. ltu
lah sebabnya penduduk tempatan harus 
dijadikan sasaran rancangan perindustrian. 

Pada pendapat pemimpin-pemimpin 
kita, matlamat ini mungkin tidak dapat 
dicapai sekiranya aliran-aliran perkemban
gan dewasa ini dalam bidang kependudu
kan berterusan. Kadar lah ir kita sedang 
merosot. lni bermakna bahawa dari 2.3 
peratus setiap tahun ia akan menurun ke 
1 peratus dan akhirnya, dalam perten
gahan abad 21' akan merosot sehingga 
0 peratus. Pada ketika itu proses pertam
bahan penduduk akan berhenti. Jumlah 
penduduk pada masa itu mungkin dalam 
lingkungan 35 juta. Mengikut pemerin
tah, jumlah ini tidak mencukupi untuk 
menjayakan dasar perindustrian yang 
diilhamkan mereka. 

Untuk mempastikan bahawa kita men
capai matlamat 70 juta dalam 115 tahun, 
pemerentah menggalakkan setiap keluarga 
mengadakan 5 orang anak. Dasar 5 anak 
ini diberi penekanan istimewa dalam per
belanjaan 1985 dan rancangan-rancangan 
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pemerentah yang lain. 
Apakah dasar pertambahan penduduk 

ini baik untuk negara? Apakah bantahan
bantahan yang hebat diperdengarkan 
dalam dua tahun yang lalu in i berasas 
atau tidak? Sekiranya kita menilaikan 
sebab utama yang dikemukakan untuk 
dasar baru ini - iaitu perindustrian 
jelas bahawa hujjah itu lemah. 

Perindustrian dan Jumlah Penduduk 
Perindustrian tidak semestinya ber

gantung pada jumlah penduduk yang 
besar. Negara-negara yang berindustri 
di ' Eropah Barat saperti Switzerland 
dengan jumlah penduduk 6 juta, atau 
Denmark dengan 5 juta atau Belanda 
dengan 12 juta, adalah contoh-contoh 
yang baik. Mereka adalah antara negara
negara yang paling makmur di dunia. 
Memang benar, sebahagian daripada 
ekspot industri negara-negara tersebut 
diarahkan pada pasaran luar. Tetapi 
jangan kita lupa bahawa kebanyakan 
daripada kehendak-kehendak dan keper
luan-keperluan ekonomi mereka, dibekal 
melalui usaha-usaha sistem perkilangan 
tempatan. Umpamanya di negeri Belanda, 
hampir-hampir 70 peratus daripada segala · 
jen is barang-barang peri ndustrian yang 
dipakai oleh masyarakat tempatan adalah 
hasil usaha kilang-ki lang mereka sendiri. 

Perindustrian: Jalan lain 
Selain daripada itu, kita mesti me

mahami bahawa negara-negara saperti 
Malaysia boleh memilih jalan yang lain 
dalam rancangan perindustrian mereka 
yang tidak begitu bergantung pada ekspot 
dan pasaran luar - atau pun pada jumlah 
penduduk yang ramai. Sebagai permulaan 
dalam pendekatan baru ini, kita harus 
memberi keutamaan kepada keperluan
keperluan asas golongan majoriti dalam 
masyarakat. I ni bererti bahawa industri· 
industri yang berkaitan dengan makanan, 
pakaian dan perumahan akan digalakkan. 
Begitu juga, industri perubatan akan 
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diberi keutamaan daripada industri 
kereta! Beberapa alat perkakas yang 
digunakan oleh rakyat biasa - samada 
keperluan-keperluan rumah saperti mang
kok-pinggan atau meja kerusi atau keper
luan-keperluan lain saperti buku dan pen
sil dan getah padam untuk murid-murid 
sekolah - akan dibuat dalam kilang
kilang tempatan. Dari segi pasaran, per
industrian sedemikian tidak menjadi 
masalah kerana permintaan (demand) 
untuk barang-barang keluaran tetap ada. 
Sebenarnya, dibeberapa negara-negara 
Dunia Ketiga pasaran kecil dan permin
taan yang terhad dianggap sebagai 
r intangan, kerana polisi perindustrian 
mereka ditujukan pada kehendak-ke
hendak kelas menengah dan atasan. 
Sekirannya, matlamat perindustrian kita 
bukan kemewahan kelas menengah dan 
atasan tetapi keperluan asasi rakyat 
jelata, sudah pasti pasaran dan perminta
an tidak merupakan satu halangan -
asal sahaja kita mengambi l langkah
langkah tertentu yang akan dibincang 
kelak. 

Perindustrian dan Produksi 
Perubahan strategi perindustrian yang 

dicadangkan di sini juga memerlukan 
satu perombakan pada yunit produ~si. 
Kini, rancangan perindustrian kita me
mentingkan yunit-yunit produksi yang 
besar. lni pula memaksa kita mencari 
pasaran pembelian yang luas. Sebagai 
al ternatif, kita harus menggalakkan yunit
yunit produksi kecil dan sederhana. 
Yunit-yunit sedemikian tidak bergan
tung pada pasaran yang sentiasa bertam
bah. Namun, sebahagian besar daripada 
barang-barang pembuatan kilang-kilang 
besar boleh direka, dibina di yunit
yunit yang kecil dan sederhana. lni 
tidak bermakna bahawa industri-industri 
besar tidak perlu atau penting. Dalam 
bidang-bidang tertentu - mithalnya, 
pembinaan kapal - kita memerlukan 



apa yang diistilahkan oleh ahli-ahli 
ekonomi sebagai 'economies of scale'. 
Tetapi , dalam pendekatan perindustrian 
baru kita, yunit-yunit besar tidak bisa 
menguasai proses perindustrian keseluru
hannya. 

Produksi dan Teknologi 
Untuk memperkukuhkan industri-

'ldustri kecil dan sederhana, kita harus 
menggunakan teknologi yang sesuai. 

Kebanyakan teknologi perindustrian de
/asa ini yang berdasarkan pada peng

J<Jnaan tenaga yang meluas, memaksa 
ta mengelolakan industri secara besar

;.-esaran. Kos tenaga dan kos teknologi 
ang terlibat dalam pembuatan sesuatu 

Jarangan, mendorong kita mempertahan-
an kekukuhan industri berkenaan 

-engan memperluaskan pasaran pembe
an. Jika teknologi ki ta menjimatkan 

·"flaga dan kosnya sederhana, kita tidak 
--erlu pasaran yang meluas untuk mem
astikan kejayaan industri yang di ken

·", 'kan kita itu. Dalam lain perkataan, 
· l<nologi alternatif yang dicadangkan 

sini tidak akan mendorong kita me
:.ambah jumlah penduduk sehingga 70 
:a! 

Perindustrian Alternatif: Pra-syarat 
Kita telah membuktikan bahawa per

Clustrian - iaitu perindustrian yang 
~~rkaitan dengan keperluan asas majoriti, 
eindustrian yang berdasarkan yunit 
.xlu ksi yang sederhana dan teknologi 

ang sesuai - tidak bergantung pada 
.....,lah penduduk yang ramai. Tetapi, 

. r ndustrian at ternatif ini mesti didahului 
"'1 beberapa pra-syarat. Pertama, penga-

sains harus digalakkan dengan cara 
ng kreatif. Tanpa asas sains yang kukuh, 
~g bercirikan sifat ingin tahu, kita 

::~ak dapat menciptakan teknologi yang 
;Jat dari segi kehendak-kehendak dasar 

ndustrian kita. Kedua, untuk menan
an bahawa golongan majoriti yang 

s ... in mampu memperolihi keperluan
a;:,erluan asas, pendapatan-pendapatan 

:esti diagihkan semula secara adil. 
oapatan golongan bawah, khusus

a mesti dipertingkatkan melalui re
..,asi-reformasi yang menyeluruh. Ke

ng~, sistem ekonomi yang berdasarkan 
::a.:la keuntungan maksima mesti diubah 

digantikan dengan sistem yang ber
asl<an 'amal khidmat'. lni adalah 
a1a keuntungan maksima adalah salah 
~ daripada faktor yang menyebabkan 

<at-syarikat memperluaskan pasaran, 
--:eoc pta teknologi yang membazir

tenaga dan mengembangkan yunit
~ produksi. Kerana kehendak-kehen
~eknologi sedemikian rupalah peme-

:ar~-pemerentah tertentu kadangkala 
;esyorkan pertambahan penduduk. 

Dasar Pemerintah : Paradoks 
. atalah perindustrian ·alternatif yang 

~ukakan saya hanya dapat wujud 
sistem ekonomi, malah sistem 

yang jauh berbeza daripada apa 
sedia ada. Dalam sistem ini, walau 

pun pertambahan penduduk tidak perlu 
untuk perindustrian, kemungkinan besar 
kadar lah ir tidak bisa turun sehingga 0 
peratus. Kemerosotan jumlah penduduk 
tidak akan berlaku. Sebaliknya, perindus
trian yang sedang dianuti, yang menjadi 
matlamat dasar kependudukan baru yang 
kita bincang ini, sudah pasti akan meng
akibatkan kemerosotan jumlah penduduk. 
lnilah paradoks luar biasa yang terkan
dung dalam dasar pemerintah. Pada 
satu pihak, pemerintah menggalakkan 
pertambahan penduduk untuk perindus
trian; pada pihak yang lain pula, per
industrian yang diutarnakannya itulah 
yang mungkin menyebabkan kemeroso
tan jumlah penduduk. 

Jenis Perindustrian: Kesan kesan 
Negatif 

Bahawa jenis peri ndustrian yang di
tekankan kita itu akan membawa kesan
kesan negatif terhadap kadar pertam
bahan penduduk adalah jelas dari bebe
rapa sudut. Oleh kerana perindustrian 
ini - sapertimana telah diterangkan -
memerlukan yunit produksi yang me
gah, infrastruktur teknologi dan tenaga 
yang tinggi harganya, dan modal yang 
banyak, ia biasanya mengujudkan kawa
san-kawasan perbandaran yang hilang 
perasaan komunitinya. Tanpa perasaan 
komuniti, keluarga mengalami macam
macam kesulitan dan desakan. Dalam 
keadaan sedemikian mE;~gadakan anak
anak menjadi satu bebanan yang dielak
kan oleh kedua-dua pihak-lelaki dan 
perempuan. lndividualisma yang me
lampau yang mempengaruhi corak hi
dup penghuni-penghuni bandar juga 
mengakibatkan sikap anti-keluarga. Lagi 
pun, kehendak-kehendak sistem perki
langan yang terkandung dalam perindus
trian yang diamalkan kini, bertanggung
jawab atas pembentukan tembuk-tembuk 
tegah yang memisahkan tempat kerja 
daripada rumah. Dikotomi ini juga 
mengancam keluarga dan idea meng
adakan anak-anak. 

Dalam hubungan 1n1, harus kita 
menarik perhatian kepada Soviet Union 
yang juga menganuti jenis perindustrian 
yang dikritikan di sini. Tidak menghairan
kan bahawa negara itu juga menghadapi 
masalah kemerosotan jumlah penduduk 
terutamanya di kawasan-kawasan yang 
'moden'. Sungguh pun Soviet Union 
telah membahagikan harta dan pendapa
tan dengan adil demi kepentingan majoriti 
dan walau pun sistem keuntungan mak
sima telah dihapuskan, namun sifat
sifat perindustriannya tidak begitu ber
beza daripada apa yang terdapat di 
negara-negara Kapitalis Barat. Teknologi
nya berdasarkan penggunaan tenaga yang 
tidak terbatas. lni adalah kerana dalam 
ideologi Marxisma-Leninisma pada keselu
ruhanya tidak ada satu penilaian men
dalam tentang falsafah, konsep, bentuk 
dan kesan teknologi dan hubungan 
teknologi dengan manusia dan nilai-
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nilai perikemanuiaan. Akibatnya, Soviet 
Union ikut jejak sistem kapitalis dalam 
soal teknologi. Yang kurang disedarinya 
ialah teknologi yang ditirunya dipenga
ruhi oleh falsafah manusia, k9nsep hu
bungan manusia dan alam semulajadi, 
keuntungan maksima dan pentingnya 
pasaran yang sentiasa berkembang yang 
wujud dikurun 19 dan awal kurun 20 di 
Eropah. Begitu juga, ia menjadikan 
'negara' sebagai yunit produksi utama 
- hampir-hampir sama dengan kedudu
kan firma besar atau syarikat antara
bangsa (multi-national company) sebagai 
yunit produksi terpenting dalam sistem 
kapitalisma dewasa ini. Pemusatan segala 
bentuk kuasa dengan pemerintah dalam 
Soviet Union dan negara-negara komunis 
yang lain adalah antara faktor-faktor 
yang membolihkan negara memain para
nan ini. lnilah sebab-sebabnya kesan
kesan sosial, budaya dan saikologi per
industrian di Soviet Union sejajar dengan 
pengalaman negara-negara kapitalis di 
Barat. 

Perindustrian untuk kesejahteraan 
Perindustrian alternatif yang diutara

kan kita, sebaliknya, tidak akan mengu
judkan pusat-pusat perbandaran yang se
sak yang membawa tekanan-tekanan sai
kologikal kepada keluarga. lni adalah 
kerana yunit-yunit produksi sederhana 
akan menolong mengembangkan ban
dar-bandar yang kecil di rata-rata tempat . 
Disamping itu, teknologi yang lebih se
cucuk dengan sifat-sifat mulia manusia 
akan mengurangkan pentingnya sistem 
perkilangan yang menguasai perindustrian 
pada ketika ini. Dengan itu pemisahan 
keras antara tempat kerja dan rumah 
akan hilang. Hubungan sesama anggota 
keluarga akan lebih mesra kerana waktu 
untuk kegiatan-kegiatan famili tidak 
disekat oleh tuntutan-tuntutan sistem 
produksi. Dalam keadaan sedemikian 
keluarga dan mengadakan anak-anak 
tidak bisa dianggap sebagai satu bebanan. 
lni adalah kerana kedua-dua pihak -
isteri dan suami - sudah tentu mempun
yai masa yang cukup untuk masyarakat 
dan keluarga. Mereka akan merancang 
keluarga mereka mengikut kehendak
kehend.ak mereka - tanpa campurtangan 
pemerintahl 

Kesimpulan 
Jelaslah perindustrian alternatif yang 

dibentangkan dalam karangan ini meng
utamakan insan sebagai insan. lni yang 
membezakan pendekatan kita daripada 
dasar perindustrian pemerintah. Dalam 
dasar pemerintah, kehendak-kehendak 
manusia disesuaikan untuk mencapai 
matlamat perindustrian. Kita mesti men
capai 70 juta pendudu k dalam 115 
tahun kerana ini perlu, kononnya, tJntuk 
memenuhi kepentingan perindustrian. Te
tapi bagi kita, perindustrian mesti ditu
jukan kepada kebaikan manusia. Perin
dustrian demi kesejahteraan insan I • 
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Human Rights 

IN DEFENCE 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

T here is a new spectre sweeping 
the world today, casting giant sha
dows over free men in search of 

their destiny. The new spectre of viola
tion against human rights grips the na
tions of our global community, cutting 
across national, ideological and ethnic 
boundaries, conducted on a grander scale 
than ever in the history of mankind, 
with greater sophistication and refine
ment of techniques. 

Thousands of people are in prison 
because of their beliefs. Many are held 
without charge or trial. Torture and death 
penalty are widespread. In some countries 
men, women and children have "dis
appeared" after being taken into official 
custody; still others have been put to 
death without the benefit of legal 
defence. 

The United Nations had, during its 
General Assembly on 10 December, 
1948, adopted the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. The declaration pro
claims that the recognition of the inhe
rent dignity and of the equal inalienable 
rights of all members of the human 
family is the foundation of freedom, 
justice and peace in the world. 

The faith in the universality of funda· 
mental human rights is one of the prin
ciples which the peoples of the Uni ted 
Nations have pledged themselves to 
uphold and observe in the charter. 

The State, having an international 
duty to guarantee and enforce human 
rights, does not "bestow" these rights 
upon its individual citizens at its own 
pleasure, nor can it retract them at its 

own will and political convenience. 
Indeed the very concept of human 

rights implies their inalienable appl icabi
lity to each human being in all situations 
(except certain specific cases recognised 
in international Law.), without distinc
tion of any kind, such as race, colour, 
sex, language, religion, political or other 
opinions, national or social origins, pro· 
porty, birth or other status. 

Fundamental human rights, therefore, 
are ends rather than means. Only when 
human r ights are understood and res-
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pected as ends in themselves will the 
violation of human rights be approached 
constructively and impartially. 

So the theory goes. 
But in practice, 36 years after the 

adoption of the Universal Declaration of 
Human rights, violations against human 
rights are world wide in scale. One re
liable report identifies abuses in more 
than 115 nations, ranging from imprison
ment of political dissidents without trial 
to torture and even arbitrary executions. 

WHAT ARE FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND THEIR ABUSES? 

Human rights are the rights of each 
person to hold or express his or her con
victions and entail the obligation to 
extend a like freedom to others. 

Any attempt to imprison or detain 
without a fair trial, restrict or otherwise 
subject to physical coercion by reason of 
an individual's political. religious or other 
conscientiously held beliefs or by reason 
of his ethnic origin, sex, colour or ian· 
guage, provided that he has not used or 
advocated violence, is an abuse of human 
rights. 

The imposition and infliction of death 
penalties, torture or other cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punishment of 
such detainees also constitute an abuse of 
human rights. 

Victims of such abuses are poli tical 
detainees or prisoners of conscience. 

Ruling political parties are not necessa
rily the only culprits. Sometimes, opposi
tion parties which cry foul the loudest at 
such abuses, very often perpetuate such 
violations once they come to power. 

Why then, are such violations so 
rampant? 

JUSTIFICATION FOR HUMAN RI GHTS 
VIOLATION 

The usual justification for violations 
against human rights given by guilty 
parties is national interest. 

Therefore, governments feel compelled 
to guard the interests of the majority by 
sacrificing the rights of some individuals 
who are supposedly working against the 
state. These individuals are usually 
branded as "anti-national elements", 
"mischievous people out to destroy the 
unity of the people". 

Of course, there are some extraordina· 
ry circumstances where the normal pro
cess of law will not prevail. One such 
exception is a nation in a state of war or 
internal disintegration. Under these cir
cumstances, the parameters of a social 
contract which form the backbone of the 
concept of a modern nation-state may 
become blurred. 

But extraordinary circumstances are 
extraordinary by virtue of the fact that 
they are rare and few. 

Most modern nations go about their 
business in a civi lised and stable manner. 
More often than not, national disasters 
are but theoretical inventions to just ify 
the invocation of national interest for the 
repression of political dissent. 

In fact, national interest has been 
interpreted in such wide ranging ways 
that it has become devoid of any mean· 
ings. 

When a ruling party identifies, against 
logic, the partisan interests of the politi· 
cal party with the interests of the nation, 
any criticism levelled at the ruling party 
can be construed as anti-national. 

Likewise, when the distinction 
between a political party and the govern· 
ment of the state is removed, any person 
criticising the leaders of the ruling party 
can be interpreted as anti-government. 

But such interpretations are absurd. 

the very concept of human rights 
Implies their Inalienable applicability 
to each human being in all situations 
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The party is not the nation. And while 
the interests of the nation ought to be the 
interests of t he state, it is not necessarily 

. so that the partial interests of the party 
represent the interests of the nation. 

The part is not the whole! 
To demolish the distinction between 

the party and the State is to assume all 
human reason and logic t hat the party 
comprising fallib le men is omniscient and 
therefore cannot be wrong. 

Many centuries ago, some kings, 
believed wrongly that they had the 
divine right to rule and tha( the king 
cannot be wrong. Some of them ended up 
with their heads on the chopping block. 

elevates himself f rom his genetic fate of 
being a physical being and so mediates 
himself to the transcendent world. As 
such, he is an end in himself. 

The freedom of man therefore is the a 
priori cond ition for the fundamental 
libert ies of man as a citizen of his state. 
By virtue of his freedom, man is enti tled 
to his basic rights. 

His human rights are thys ina lienable 
because his rights are an offshoot of his 
ident ity as a free man. His rights are 
universal because in so far as he is a 
thin king and acting member of the 
generic fami ly of man, he is intrinsically 
free. · 

But in Malaysia, where politics is 
reduced to a tunnel vision of develop
ment, service to the people, racial loyal
t ies etc., it is of paramount importance 
that we rethink the raison dl!tre of the 
state of Malaysia. 

After all, politics is not confined to 
implementation of development projects, 
providing people with basic facilities such 
as water, electricity and low-cost·housing. 

Perhaps it is prudent to consider also 
the larger questions of politics such as 
human rights. 

Political speculation steeped in ideolo
gies and theories without social a<;tion is 
of course futi le and makes for only 

The parties in power can be wrong, 
and it is the right of the citizens to dis
agree and criticise through non-violent 
means. 

Any political party that denies such 
rights will be practising state terrorism 
and must not be allowed to go un
challenged. 

Likewise, if the state is an organic 
whole, then it embraces the interests of 
the majority as well as the interests of the 
minority or the individual citizens. 

From courage and vision, comes the 
historical breakthrough of an epoch, 
bringing about reforms and progress 
towards a great society 

Therefore, the interests of the 
majority is not necessarily national 
interests, and the rights of the minority 
or individual citizens may not be sacri
ficed for the interests of the majority. 

The whole is greater than the sum of 
its constituent parts. 

Otherwise, state terrorism arises out of 
the unreasonable tyranny of the majority. 

LEGITIMACY OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

The foundation of human ri.ghts is 

Any violation or abuse of man's rights 
is an act that denies his identi ty as a man, 
and is thus a crime against humanity. Vio
lation against human rights seeks to make 
a person less human and treats him not as 
an end in himself, but as an object. 

Since the concept of a state is mean
ingless unless we admit the truth of the 
major premise that man is fundamentally 
free, and thus constitutes the organic 
human institution of t he State, the inte
rests of state can never legitimate the vio- . 
lation or denial of man's fundamental 
liberties and his basic rights. 

the Interests of the majority Is not 
necessarily national Interests, and 
the rights of the minority or Individual 
citizens may not be sacrificed for the 
interests of the majority 
grounded in the freedom of man as a 
social agent. The major premise of 
modern politics is that man is a sentient 
free being thinkingly choosing his own 
destiny. 

The freedom of man is therefore a 
priori condition for the very concept of 
~he sovereignty of a nation state. The 
freedom of man. in its varied fo,rms of 
nterpretation remains the corner-stone of 
'llodern political theories. 

From this major premise is derived the 
corollary of a man's dignity as an end in 
"'imself. Because man chooses and acts in 
a social frame-work, he determines his 
own destiny and is therefore self
-determinant. 

When a man is self-determined, he 

The fundamental liberties of the 
citizens and their rights are the principle 
interests of the State. 

V iolation against human rights in the 
name of national interests has no rational 
basis. It is but a manufactured excuse for 
man's cruelty against his fellow men. It is 
a cog in the wheel of a Machiavellian 
brand of political realism, where the 
golden dictum of political rule relies on 
the misconceived idea that "might is 
right". 

The readers may, at this point, accuse 
me of wasting their time by going 
through loops of intellectual acrobatics. 
After all, is it not sufficient that we know 
human rights are inviolable and we must 
defend ourselves against their abuses? 
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"armchair st atesmen". But political 
actions without thought may, even with 
the best of intentions, be blind and pro
duce consequences which violate those 
very intentions. 

Thought coupled with action engen
ders courage and vision. From courage 
and vision, comes the historical break
through of an epoch, bringing about re
forms and progress towards a great 
society. 

Therefore, we must defend the right of 
citizens of free assembly and association, 
to hold beliefs freely and express them 
freely, to seek redress of self-defence 
through the due process of law, and to 
freedom from torture and coercion. 

We must now reject the mere notion 
that denial of human rights is necessary 
for the survival of the state. 

Whether or not the state survives 
should not be the relevant question. 

The relevant question is: What kind of 
state will survive in the end? 

If an individual citizen cares enough 
for the future of the nation as to contri
bute his views, criticise and even disagree, 
within his political and moral right, then 
it is all the more important for a truly 
open government to encourage such poli
tical fervour. 

By allowing citizens to exercise their 
r ights, the State encourages polit ical 
participation and nurtures a greater sense 
of belonging among the citizenry. 

By repressing political opinions, the 
State creates r;oli t ical apathy and moral 
al1enation among the citizens. The choice 
is quite clear e 

KenYa Lang 
KenYa Lang 

T he writer Is an All ran m ember Invo lved In t he 
d ef ence of hu man rights. He has used a 
pseud onym. 
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CURRENT COMMENT 
A record of Aliran's complete press statements 

made in the preceding months 

The Proposed Radioactive Waste 
Dumps At Papan 

A liran is deeply concerned with the 
manner in which the government 

has decided through a Cabinet decision 
to retain Papan as the site for radioactive 
waste dumps and also with portents of 
long-term government intentions in the 
area of nuclear power as a potential 
source of energy. 

It is indeed an unhealthy indication of 
government high handedness that the 
Cabinet had made the deci;ion prior to 
full public release and deliberation of 
reports on the proposed dumps. There 
was no time at all for not only the people 
affected most by the decision (namely 
the Papan residents) to study and give 
their reactions to the reports but also 
groups and members of the public who 
have been sympathetic to the residents' 
olignt and concerned with the safety of 
:..,e ::: .. ~~- Wi~out the r"ghtfu public 
oe oerat·on of me reports on which 
much has hinged, one must conclude that 
a rushed decision to maintain the Papan 
dump site is neither a considered decision 
nor sensitive to public sentiment. Aliran 

VATUK 1 WHERE 
VO YOU STAND 
ON THE PAPAN 

ISSUE ( 

../ 
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regrets that this does not augur well for 
democratic government. 

Reports by experts commissioned by 
the government as well as the Papan 
Action Committee and the Papan 
Support Group have clearly stated that 
the trenches as built at Papan are unsafe 
for their intended use. Yet these self-same 
trenches have been defended by the 
authorities in the past as being to the 
contrary. Instead of admitting a mistake, 
the residents are now asked to trust the 
government in its efforts to ensure that 
the radioactive waste dump site will not 
pose a danger to them. This situation 
suggests a certain sense of power 
consciousness and a lack of humility in 
the corridors of power; this is a matter 
for concern. 

The rebuilding of the dumps at Papan 
to ensure that minimal risks are achieved 
should not mean that problems are over. 
For if having radioactive waste dumps at 
Papan works a further step towards the 
direction of nuclear sources of energy 
then Papan may well be a beginning to 
nuclear problems. Yet nuclear energy is 
fraught with dangers and uncertainties. 
No permanent safe method of disposal or 
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storage of nuclear waste is available. The 
problem is thus left as inheritance for 
thousands of future generations. 
Numerous leaks and accidents have 
occured despite Man's proclaimed ~ 

technological ability. The proliferation of 
nuclear arms cannot be divorced from the 
build-up of nuclear reactors. There are 
doubts as to the efficiency and the 
economy of nuclear power as an energy 
source. At the same time, nuclear energy 
leads to a high degree of concentration 
of political and economic power making 
it a rather undemocratic form of energy. 

It is with such concerns over nuclear 
power in mind that Aliran would 
advocate a concerted effort which has, of 
necessity, to be undertaken mainly by the 
government to establish a domestic 
technological base for research into 
alternative forms of energy such as 

biomass and solar energy. These are 
natural forms of renewable energy 
sources freely available and without the 
negativities of nuclear energy. 

A country like ours would have plenty 
of agricultural waste products, not to 
mention sewage, manure and garbage, 
which can be used as biomass in fermen
tation to produce gaseous fuels like 
methane or liquid fuels like alcohol. In 
fact it has been reported that up to 20 
percent of all gasoline in Brazil consists of 
alcohol from biomass. At the same time it 
has been asserted that certain forms of 
solar energy are competitive already 
contrary to widespread belief that this 
form of energy is uneconomical and that 
a technological breakthrough is awaited . 
It goes .without saying that such natural 
forms of energy offer the promise of 
greater independence to the nation than 
our present domestic supply of oil which 
will one day be depleted and which can 
wisely be used as an energy source in the 
necessary transition period from non
renewable (oil, coal, gas, etc) forms of 
energy to renewable ones (biomass, solar 
energy, wind, etc). 

In conclusion, it should be observed 
that while all the energy which Man uses 
is solar in nature, only nuclear energy is 
not. Coal, wood, petroleum have at some 
stage of their formation been derived 
from the sun's radiation on earth, just as 
human lives are inextricably linked to 
energy from the sun. If present trends 
towards religion and spirituality are 
genuine it wou d only be right for 
harmonious and natural forms of energy 
to be pursuea ana not a disharmonious 
form lii<e nuc ear power, the beginni ngs 
of whicn may we I oe the Papan dumps. 
This ·s :xn.. an ;;~mediate and a long 
term reaso ~ ~v :... ·ran rejects the 
proposa ro s-= r,c·oactive waste dumps 
at 0 aoa:-

Tong Veng Wye 
Exco Member 



The Vehicle Incident 

A liran regrets that a Penang State 
• Executive Councillor lost his cool 
and rammed his car into a City Council 
despatch vehicle that was obstrucing his 
way. It is also alleged that in the incident 
which took place on Monday 3rd Decem
ber, the Executive Councillor, took a 
piece of wood and smashed the windows 
of the vehicle. 

Whatever the circumstances, the 
Executive Councillor as a State leader 
should have exercised greater restraint 
1n his conduct. He should have been 
more responsible and dignified in keeping 
.vith the status of his office. 

As an organisation that believes in 
exemplary conduct from leaders, Aliran 
~lis upon the Executive Councillor in 
'JUestion to apologise openly to the 
?Ublic. If he does this, the public may 
:Ven be willing to forgive him. Continued 

• lence on his part will do even more 
Jamage to his image and his credibility. 

At the same time, Aliran expects the 
tate government to investigate the 
"'cident thoroughly and to take appro
riate action. 

December 1984 

• • • 

P. Ramllkrishnan 
Exco Member 

Bukit China: 
Illegal Ultimatum Letter 

T hat the Mel aka Tengah District 
Land Administrator acted illegally 

'1en he sent an ultimatum letter to the 
'-!Stees of Bukit China recently to pay 

2 'Tlillion in quit rent within a 
onth or lose the hill, is a revelation of 

Y'1e significance. 
It is a reflection of certain unhealthy 

e"'dS in our bureaucracy which are 
ecoming more and more apparent. 
-~ere is growing bureaucratic incompe

ce coupled with increasing bureau
:7:ITIC arrogance. 

-his combinat ion of bureaucratic 
~mpetence and arrogance can ha~e 

=asastrous consequences for the nation 
as a whole. In the case of the Bukit 
n-: "<1 eoisode, it was this illegal ultima-
~ etter which aggravated ethnic feelings 

ed to the communal mobilisation 
:;oe Chinese community. This, in turn , 
erated a certain degree of inter-ethnic 

;;r;.--...:q:>n ism. 
It-is is why it is important that the 
anal political leadership takes 
~iate steps to check bureaucratic 

....,petence and bureaucratic arro
::cnce. 

=or a start, the Prime Minister should 
-.se ~ investigate thoroughly how tlie 

atum letter came to be sent. Firm 

action should be taken against all those 
responsible for a reckless act that has 
brought about greater ethnic polarisation. 

21 December 1984 

• • • 

Chandra Muzaff" 
President 

Cut-Back In Oil Production 

A liran endorses the government's 
move to reduce crude oil pro

duction by 40,000 barrels a day from 
next year. Though this would mean a 
decline in revenue by a billion ringgit a 
year, it is a move that is in the long-term 
interest of the nation. 

First, it could contribute towards 
the stabilisation of crude oil prices. 
This will be beneficial to not just OPEC 
but also major non-OPEC oil exporters 
like Malaysia. 

Second, it would help to thwart 
crafty manoeuvres by oil producers like 
Britain and Norway to undermine OPEC. 
It is important that Third World countries 
like Malaysia demonstrate their solidarity 
with OPEC. For OPEC represents the first 
successful attempt by basic commodity 
producers in the Third World to exercise 
effective control over their own economic 
resources. OPEC constitutes a challenge 
to the system of exploitation of Third 
World wealth established by the forces of 
imperialism. This is why OPEC hos to btl 
defended in the course of our own 
struggle to free ourselves from control 
and dominance. 

Third, by reducing oil production we 
would be conserving our oil reserves. In 
fact, the policy of pumpii"IQ out more and 
more oil, pursued in the last few years, 
was clearly inimical to the well-being 
of future generations. Now that we have 
cut back on oil production, we should 
henceforth adopt a more conservationist 
approach geared towards ensuring that 
tomorrow's Malaysia will also benefit 
from our present good fortune. 

Aliran hopes that the decline in 
revenue as a result of the cut in oil output 
will not prompt the government to raise 
direct or indirect taxes which will hurt 
the poor. 

If our off-budget agencies and various 
government departments could be more 
efficiently managed, the savings from 
them would be more than sufficient to 
make up for the loss of income through 
reduced oil production. 

27 December 1984 

• • • 
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Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

The Prime Minister's 
New Year Message 

While Aliran has always con
demned the communalization of 

issues like Bukit China, it is nonetheless 
disappointed that the Prime Minister in 
his New Year message failed to take an 
honest took at the government's own 
shortcomings in handling some of the 
major challenges that cropped up in 
1984. 

For instance, if the government was 
really serious about integrity and justice 
it would not have waited for the public 
to demand action on the BMF scandal. 
It would have acted on its own without 
all the foot-dragging and delays. It would 
not have given flimsy excuses for its 
refusal to set up an independent Royal 
Commission of Inquiry. It is the govern
ment's approach to the BMF scandal -
more than anything else - that has made 
the public totally sceptical of the slogan 
of a clean, efficient and trustworthy 
government! 

Similarly, if the government had 
sought the views of the public on the 
siting of a radio active waste dump in 
Papan and analysed in depth the pros and 
cons of such an idea, before making a 
decision, it would not have met with 
such a hostile reaction from the Papan 
people and various social groups. The 
same thing goes for Bukit China. 

There is an increasin!l tendency now 
within political and bureaucratic circles 
to act hastily without much thought 
and reflection. We have seen in the last 
3 years how personal fancies become 
public policies over-ni!~Jt. It is because 
important decisions with far-reaching 
consequences have not been well thought 
out, that the public is often compelled 
to oppose them in its own interest. 
Unfortunately, the government regards 
such opposition as a challenge to its 
authority and adopts an even more 
rigid and arrogant stance. This, in turn, 
aggravates the situation further. 

This is why instead of merely asking 
the ordinary people to be honest and 
trustworthy, the Prime Minister should 
have made a new year resolution to the 
effect that the government would in 
1985 prove by actual deeds that it 
cherishes integrity. More specifically, he 
should have resolved to get the entire 
cabinet to declare their assets to the 
public and to make the Anti-Corruption 
Agency a truly independent commission. 
He should have also resolved to ensure 
that the public is consulted in all matters 
pertaining to its well-being and that 
proposed policies are subjected to rigo
rous analysis before they are announced . 

The Prime Minister no doubt realizes 
that in 1985 and in the years to come, he 
will be dealing with a more mature and 
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discerning public. It is a public that knows 
that "the criminal is not he who washes 
dirty linen in public; the criminal is he 
who dirties the linen in the first instance." 

1 January 1985 

• • • 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

Berjaya Arrogance 

The move by the Berjaya State 
Government in Sabah to abro

gate the district status of Tambunan 
and to withdraw all governmental facili
ties from that district, following the 
defeat of the party's candidate in a recent 
by-election is a high-handed act of 
arrogance which has no parallel in recent 
Malaysian political history. It is an indict
ment on the type of democracy that is 
practised in our country that an elected 
government dares to do such a thing. 

The Berjaya government has no right 
to punish the voters of Tambunan for 
exercising their democratic will. They 
can choose whom they want to represent 
them and governmental facilities must 
still be provided for these facilities do 
not belong to Berjaya. In fact, they 

·belong to the people. The people have 
merely delegated their power to the 
elected government of the day to ensure 
that these facilities are there for their 
benefit. 

The Berjaya government must realize 
that the people expect them to adminis
ter Sabah as a modern democratic state, 
not as a traditional, feudal fiefdom. 

Aliran urges the Federal government 
to admonish the Sabah state government 
and to ensure that the district status of 
Tambunan is restored and governmental 
facilities are not withdrawn. 

2 January 1985 

• • • 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

BMF: Prima Facie Case 
Of Corruption 

A !iran welcomes the move by the 
Ahmad Noordin Committee of 

Inquiry to present a prima facie case of 
curruption against 6 individuals allegedly 
involved in the BMF scandal. It is the 
most positive development to have 
emerged from the inquiry into that 
scandal so far. 

Aliran expects the Police to follow 
up on some of the opinions advanced 
by the Committee and begin prosecu
tions as soon as possible. It is earnestly 
hoped that court proceedings will reveal 
what the Committee of Inquiry has not 
been able to probe, given its limited 

powers. 
Indeed, if anything, the Committee 

of Inquiry has succeeded in showing us 
the severe constraints under which it 
operates. It is clear that it does not 
have the authority to obtain much 
needed information. Neither can the 
committee compel crucial individuals to 
appeal before it. An independent Royal 
Commission of Inquiry, on the other 
hand, would not have been hampered by 
such restrictions. 

Aliran hopes therefore that the ne'N 
Board of Directors of Bank Bumiputra 
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TOO BAD, YDU 
DIDN'T GET nt~.t 
KEY TO TlfE Nc:.w 

MERCCPES BENZ '
AS WELL! 

Malaysia Berhad BBMB), to which the 
Ahmad 1'-.ooroin Committee reports, will 
do a it can to urge the government to 
set up an ndependent Commission of 
lnqt. ry. 0:1 . ·n this way will the whole 
tnrrJ' :::>e kno-.'. n. 

As fur as tne new Board of Directors 
is COl ::err.aa. Aliran commends it for 
~c.bl s:- r19 a special audit committee 
to ·::""- ;y veaknesses in the bank's 

: !"~'; a~d ending operations. 

1985 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President 
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