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Fight 
Corruption! 

0 n 9 September 1984, at the Station Hotel, Kuala Lumpur, 9 prominent • · 
organizations adopted a Declaration on the problem of Corruption in 
Malaysia. 
The Declaration notes that, "though the government has made some 

attempts to curb this social scourge (corruption) there is no doubt at all that the 
problem is getting worse." Various social trends seem to indicate this. These trends, 
however, "are merely symptomatic of fundamental weaknesses in the structure of our 
society and our value system which allow corruption to breed." 

The Declaration then goes on to urge ,the government to seek certain remedies to 
the disease. Among the measures suggested are the establishment of "a royal commis-
sion of inquiry into all forms of corruption since Merdeka and the formulation of a law 
that will require all members of Parliament, State Assembly members and their 
respective families to declare their assets annually in a public register easily accessible to 
the ordinary citizen." (see Declaration of the problem of corruption in Malaysia page 3 ) 
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The organizations which signed the 
Declaration were the Federation of 
Malaysian Consumers Association 
(FOMCA), the Environment Protection 
Society of Malaysia (EPSM), the Selangor 
Graduates Society (SGS), the I nstitut 
Analisa Sosial ( I NSAN), the Malaysian 
Trades Union Congress (MTUC), the 
Democratic Action Party (OAP), the Parti 
Sosialis Rakyat Malaysia (PSRM), the 
Socialist Democratic Party (SOP) and 
Ali ran Kesedaran Negara (A LI RAN). The 
Parti Islam Se Malaysia (PAS) also 
participated in the proceedings though it 
did not sign Hie Declaration. It felt that 
the analysis and the solutions pro-
pounded were not 'Islamic'. 

Al I the component parties of the 
Barisan Nasional and the Barisan itself, 
were also invited for the dialogue. So 
were some other well established public 
interest societies. Unfortunately, they did 
not respond. We hope they wil l attend 
future dialogues. 

Notwithstanding the absence of these 
groups the first dialogue was, on the 
whole, quite a success. There was a free, 
frank exchange of ideas and various 

delegations contributed substantially 
towards the shaping of the final Declara-
tion . It is worth noting that most of these 
delegations were represented by their top 
leaders. 

The meeting on the problem of 
corruption in Malaysia is the first in a 
series of dialogues initiated and organised 
by Aliran. This series will be known as 
Dialogues of Concern. It must be 
emphasised that these dialogues are not 
seminars or academic conferences. They 
are aimed at providing simple, straight-
forward analysis of crucial social 
challenges and presenting just, workable 
solutions. Each dialogue will deal with a 
single theme. Various groups - political 
parties, trade unions and public interest 
societies - will be brought together to 
discuss specific themes such as poverty, 
corruption or industrialization, or general 
concerns such as the state of the nation 
today, the threats to political freedom or 
the obstacles in the way of national 
unity. 

Why these Dialogues of Concern? 

Aliran is launching this series of 
dialogues in view of the increasingly 
serious challenges confronting our people. 
Now more than ever before, corruption, 
poverty, economic disparities, ethnic 
polarization and suppression of human 
rights threaten to disrupt the peace and 
stability of our society. It is true that the 
government has not come to grips with 
the fundamental causes of these 
problems. 

As these problems become more 
serious, people are becoming more and 
more concerned about the future. There 
is a certain degree of restlessness within 



... t ese 1alogues are 
aimed at providing 
simple, 
straightforward 
analysis of crucial 
social challenges and 
presenting 

public interest societies that participated 
in the dialogue. Aliran, for instance, 
remains a social movement dedicated first 
and foremost to social education. Aliran 
has not become an electoral organisation. 
Neither does it -base its struggle upon 
electoral time-tables. 

The Dialogues of Concern then is a 
noble endeavour far removed from the 
politics of power and position. This is 
why it deserves the support of all 
thinking, feeling, caring Malaysians. 

In this connection, we are happy to, 
inform the public that immediately after 
rece1v1ng our joint Declaration on 
Corruption, the Prime Minister, through 
his private secretary, stated in a letter 
that he would be giving attention to the 
matter. workable solutions Support from the press for this effort 
to develop common perspectives among 
diverse groups on major social concerns, 
however, has been lukewarm. Apart from 
some coverage immediately after the 
event, not a single daily has chosen to 
carry the Declaration in full. 

both the Malay and non-Malay communi-
ties. This is expressing itself througH 
dissent and opposition. In essence, people 
are reacting to what they perceive as 
injustices in their own immediate settings. 
Unfortunately, however, these reactions 
are taking on the character of communal 
protests, given the communal nature of 
Malaysian society. 

In order to thwart these protests, the 
government is imposing all sorts of curbs 
and controls. This is going to make the 
situation worse. For suppression will lead 
to greater restlessness among the people. 
It will breed antagonistic feelings towards 
the government. Communal sentiments 
will harden. The resulting instability 
could provide an excuse for the govern-
ment to become even more authoritarian 
and repressive. 

To check the development of such a 
situation, various social groups must get 
together now to make the government 
and the people conscious of the character 
and causes of the challenges confronting 
the nation and their remedies. At the 
same time, it is the duty of every respon-
sible Malaysian to try to establish certain 
common meeting points among the 
diverse communal trends in our society. 
This is what Aliran hopes to do through 
reflection and analysis at its dialogues of 
concern. 

The ultimate purpose of these 
dialogues of concern then is to awaken 
consciousness about social challenges 
through social education . Political parties, 
labour federations and pub I ic interest 
societies are avenues for this purpose. 

The Significance of the Dialogue 
It is the first time in the history of 

post-independent Malaysia that public 
interest societies and political parties have 
come together to discuss a major social 
concern and to adopt a common stand on 
it. In the past, public interest societies by 
themselves have acted together on 
specific issues like the Societies Act 
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(Amendment) 1981 or Papan in 1984. In 
the past, opposition political parties did 
succeed in formulating an electoral pact 
as it happened in 1969. But trying to 
develop common perspectives on under-
lying social concerns of major significance 
to the people, outside electoral pacts and 
specific issues, is something new. It has 
never happened before. 

What is especially remarkable is that 
our first dialogue on corruption has 
brought together influential Malay and 
non-Malay groups which hold such 
divergent views on many matters of 
pub I ic importance. There are undoub-
tedly deep ideological differences which 
separate many of the participants in the 
dialogue. These differences remain - and 
will remain for a long while to come. 

By the same token, one should not be 
led to believe that this dialogue has in 
any way compromised the distinct 
identities of any of the participating 
groups. Their separate identities, perspec-
tives and goals remain intact. This is true 
of t\itl political parties as it is true of the 

It cannot be that our newspapers do 
not realise the significance of a common 
stand transcending ethnic and ideological 
boundaries in relation to what is un-
doubtedly one of society's major ills. It 
cannot be that our newspapers are so 
taken up by immediate events and 
sensational happenings that they have no 
understanding of developments and 
trends with long-term implications. Or, 
are there other reasons for the news-
papers' apathetic response? 

Whatever the attitude of the press, the 
majority of the participants in the first 
dialogue and others who will be partici-
pating in future dialogues are determined 
to continue with their efforts. A second 
dialogue has been tentatively scheduled 
for January 1985. It wi 11 deal with yet 
another major social concern - poverty. 

... it is the duty of 
every responsible 
Malaysian to try to 
establish certain 
common meeting 
points among the 
diverse communal 
trends in our society. 
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Dialogues Of Concern 

Declaration on the 
Problem of Corruption 'in Malaysia 

·c orruption is a social scourge. 
Exampl es right through 
history reveal that corrup-
ti on is one of the main 

causes for the decl ine and destruction of 
societies. Corruption is not just a 
legalistic concept. It involves politi cal, 
economic, psycholog ical and moral 
dimensions. For that reason, we view 
corrupti on in a wholistic perspect ive. 

Though the government has made 
some attempts to curb thi s social scourge, 
there is no doubt at all that t he problem 
is getting worse . . Indirect evidence is 
available in the affluent life-styles of 
ind ividuals and groups whi ch are way 
beyond what their legitimate incomes 
should allow for. The esca lating costs of 
certain projects and the steep rise in the 
prices of goods which cannot be 
explai ned in the strict economic sense are 
sometimes also indications of corrupti on. 

In recent years, the electoral system 
has been adversely affected by corrupt 
practices, the most seri ous manifestation 
of whi ch is vote-buying. There is also 
ample evidence of corruption in the 
allocation of land . The most recent 
exam ple of corruption which has shocked 
the conscience of the nation is of course 
the BM F scandal. A llegati ons of _moral 
deficiency among Chief Ministers and 
Mentris Besar and accusations of corrup-
tion in the Road Transport Depart ment 
need t o be looked into . 

From various socia l trends, it is quite 
conceivable that corruption wi ll become 
more serious in the future. First, the state 
today is involved in massive projects and 
purchases which run into millions of 
ringgit. These enhance the opportunity 
for graft. If anything, the active inter-
acti on between governmen t and big 
business cou ld widen the scope for such 
venal ity - especially if safeguards are not 
strong enough. This does not mean how-
ever that government should not under-
take co lossal schemes or that there should 
not be any relationship between the 
pub I ic and private sectors. A l I that is 
be ing suggested is that the changing role 
of the state in a situation where corrup-
tion has not been curbed , is bound to 
have certa in adverse repercuss ions. 

Second, since our economic develop-
ment is taking us in the direct ion of a 
materialistical ly-oriented society, indivi-
duals and groups 'especially at the midd le 
and upper levels, are becoming more and 
more acquisitive. Acqu isitiveness and 

Theme: 
Place: 

Parti(?ipants at t~e 
first Dialogue of Concern 

~' 

Cprruptipn in M,.ilaysia 
Station Hotel, Kuala Lumpur 

. .... 

Time & date: 9 .00 am Sunday 9 September 1984' 

Convenor-cu m•Chai rperson: Chandra MdZaffar 
(Aliran ) 

1. V. Gavid 
2. Bishan Singh Bahadur 

3. N. Nadarajah 
4. Chua Kim Tee 
5. Mohd. Nasir Hashim 
6. Cecila Ng 
7. Gurmit Singh 
8. Lee Cheng Tee 
9. Gopalan K. Papachan 

10. · 0uah Cheow Chye 

11. N. Nithiyananthan 
12. Fan YewTeng 
13. Abu Samah Maj id 
14. Lam Lai Yuen 
15. Hassan Abdu I Karim "' 
16. Mohideen Abdul Kader 
17. "A. l'lalim Ali , 

'f8. tlif. Rajamoorthy 
19. MustafaAli 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
2.4. 

Harun Taib 
· Khalid Abdul Samad 
Li rrf K it'"Siang 

,T arifSeng G iaw 

Piltto. •• 
25. Liew Ah Kim 
26. Azmi K'halid 
27 . 4'Tan''Chee Behg 
28. J;tShaharuddin Maaruf 

Delegates 
•V l /,TI 

"'Malaysian Trades Union Congress (MTUC)~-'f;~~~i)n of Malaysian Gonsumer Associations· 

-do-
-do -

I nstitute'of Social Analysis ( I nsan) 
do-

Selarigor Graduates S9c;iet:y (S<:3~) ···~ 

-2;0 -
- do - / 

Environment Protection Society of Malaysia 
(EPSM) 

-do -
Socialist Gemocratic Party (SIDP) 

-do-
·- do -

Parti So5cial is Rakyat MalavsiaJPSlilM),, 
-do-
-dci-
·- do -

Parti'lslam Se Malaysia (PAS) 

p;c-dp -
-do-'\,, -r:~ 

Democratic Action Plty (GAP) 
•.,.,, do -

-do - •" 
-do-

Aliran Kesedaran Negara (.A URA t-,.J) 
m<?c- _ db ~ ;rr -#ti /t, 

Minutes s'ecretariel tRapportl tars + 

'Ariffin Oman (Ali'ran)9 

Gan Teik .. Chee (AUranl 
}/t ':if )f- , ,c,, \f Zf 

-~:A> •· . j} ?c- • /J, Bit ii'-T 6n g VengWye·•(Alrran) ' 
fi.ing .Ai Yµn (~liran) Wt>· ,,... ~, .,., 
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conspicuous consumption are among the 
major characteri stics of our society. In 
such a society, there will be a greater 
tendency towards corruption . For it may 
be the easiest way of sat isfying the desire 
for luxury and grandeur. 

Third, whi le the middle and upper 
levels of society have become more 
materialistic and acquisitive, the economy 
itself is no longer able to maintain ear lier 
growth rates which means that huge 
salary increases and rap id social mobi I ity 
w ill not be possible. As the general 
standard of living begins to stagnate, 
groups wh ich have been used to a degree 
of affluence may be tempted to indulge 
in corrupt practices. 

However, these social trends are 
merely symptomatic of fu ndamental 
weaknesses in the structure of our society 
and our value system which all ow corrup-
tion to breed . As long as political , 
admin istrat ive, econom ic and intellectual 
power is not equitably distributed , 
corruption w ill thr ive. Sim il arly, it w ill 
not be possible to eradicate corruption as 
long as society is not based on a strong 
moral foundation. Society's guiding ideas 
and va lues must be derived from a 
broader spiritual, not a narrow materia-
1 istic, consumerist world-v iew. Likewise, a 
political leadership which proves through 

· deeds - not words - that it is determ ined 
to destroy corrupt ion is a vital pre-
condition in the struggle against this 
cancer . In this connect ion, our national 
po litica l leadership has not shown the 
example that is expected of it . The 
expensive renovat ions to the Pr ime 
Minister's res idence at a time of seri ous 
economic difficulties is a case in point. 

Since it is un l ikely that the social 
structure, the va lue system, or the 
political leadership wi ll change signifi-
cant ly in the forseeable future, it is onl y 
right and proper that we suggest certa in 
remedi es to t he government whi ch are 
feas ible wi thin the existing order. 

The government should :-
1) Re-assess anti-graft laws in terms of 

their effectiveness. The Prevention of 
Corruption Act, in particular, has to 
be subjected to a thorough review. 
The aim should be to make prosecu-
tion in court easier without violating 
the canons of justice. 

2) Make the Anti-Corruption Agency a 
completely independent and auto-
nomous body, directly answerable to 
Parliament. 

3) Require by law all Members of Parlia-
ment, State Assembly members and 
their respective families to declare 
their assets annually in a public regis-
ter easily accessible to the ordinary 
citizen. 

4) Establish · a royal commission of 
inquiry into all forms of corruption 

" since Merdeka with special emphasis 
upon the last three years when the 
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slogan of a clean, efficient and trust-
worthy government was enunciated. 
A White Paper on the findings of this 
irlquiry should be submitted to Parlia-
ment and the people. 

5) Organise a massive campaign against 
corruption. The mass-media, political 
parties, trade unions, public interest 
societies and religious bodies should be 
mobilised for this purpose. 

6) Establish a~ office similar to the 
Ombudsman. 

7) Require political parties to declare 
their sources of funding. 

8) Ensure that the business sector 
genuinely upholds ethical values and 
the professional community adheres to 
professional norms. 
These direct approaches aside, t he 

government shou Id cease its control of 
the press, so that it can expose cases of 
corru ption without fear of anyone. The 
democratic principle of accountability to 
the pub lic should be upheld in the 
context of an open society through leg is-
lation such as a Freedom of Information 
Act. The government should also fin d out 
how the sacred values contained in Islam 

4 

and the other religions can be harnessed 
to create an aversion towards corrupt ion. 
The concept of man as a spiritual being 
embodied in these traditions is a 
particularly powerful antidote agai nst 
debased conduct . 

For our part, we shou ld formulate our 
own strategies for fi ghting corrupt ion. To 
start w ith, t here is a need to overcome a 
psychologica l climate that accepts corrup-
tion as a way of I ife. 

We, the participants of this 
Dialogue of Concern, resolve to 
fight corruption with greater zeal 
and determination by all available 
means. We shall give emphasis in 
our respective education pro-
grammes to the challenge of corrup-
tion. To prove our commitment to 
this fight against corruption, we the 
participants resolve to ensure that 
we act with honesty and upright-
ness in all our dealings • 

Signed by 1) FOMCA 2) I NSA 
3) SGS 4 ) EPSM 5) MTUC 6) DAP 
7) SDP 8) PSRM and 9) ALI RAN 



Dialogues of Concern 
How the Dialogues wlll be conducted 

Td;alogoes w;II b€ 
held once in 4 months. About 3 months 
before a dialogue, officials of Aliran's pu-
blic Communication Bureau will confirm 
the time, date and place of the dialogue 
with the invitees. Since the names of the 
invitees and other particulars would have 
been agreed upon at the end of the 
previous dialogue, this would not pose 
any problem . Also, the previous dialogue 
would have chosen a theme which will 
be communicated to all participants. 

Each participating group will prepare a 
summary of the main points in its pre-
sentation on the theme of the dialogue. 
This summary which need not be more 
than 2 or 3 pages will be sent to the 
Public Communication Bureau, Aliran, 
1 ½ months before the dialogue. The 
Public Communication Bureau will pre-
pare a pre Ii m inary draft based on the 
various summaries. The draft will be dis-
cussed informally with other groups. 
After these discussions, a final draft will 
be formulated which will be circulated to 
all the part icipating groups two weeks 
before the dialogue. It is this draft which 
will be the basis of the dialogue session . 

The dialogue itself will be guided by a 
set agenda. It will be convened by an 
Aliran official. The meeting will then 
elect a Chairman for that particular 
session. The chair will be rotated among 
the participating groups. The function of 
the Chairman would be to ensure that the 
dialogue proceeds smoothly. If there are 
any serious difficulties arising from 
differences among the participants, the 
convener from Aliran will try to mediate 

and maintain the dialogue. 
There will also be a rapporteur from 

Aliran who will prepare a report on the 
dialogue. The report will show the 
consensus that has been achieved; it is 
this report that wil I be signed by the 
participating groups and issued as a state-
ment to the public. If there are dissenting 
views on certain aspects of the theme, 
they will be recorded separately at the 
request of the dissenters. 

Apart from a convener, chairman and 
rapporteur, there will also be a minutes 
secretary. The minutes secretary from 
Aliran will prepare the minutes d'f' the 
proceedings which will be circulated to 
all participating groups within 2 weeks 
of the meeting. 

As far as the actual dialogue goes, 
after the Chairman has been chosen 
each participating group will make its 
presentation for about 15 minutes. After 
all the groups have given their views, 
there will be open discussion on the 
theme for an hour or so. 

Once some consensus has been 
achieved, the meeting _will call upon the 
rapporteur to prepare his report. In the 
meantime, the theme for the next dia-
logue, the invitees, time, date, place and 
other details will be decided. 

After these decisions have been made, 
the rapporteur, if he is ready, will present 
his report. The report will be discussed 
and modifications made if necessary . 
It will then be formally adopted and 
presented to the press with the signatures 
of the leaders of all the participating 
groups which have consented to the 

MALAYSIA CDMRIS£5 OF-
THREE MAIN RACES 

THE RACE FOR 
WEALTH 

THE RACE FOR 
STATUS 

5 

report. 
The adoption of the report will 

signal the beginning of another phase of 
activities. The report will be disseminated 
to the public and communicated to the 
government. When the next dialogue 
takes place, there will be an attempt to 
analyse the impact of the report. 

On the basis of the description of the 
dialogue it is possible to outline its 
agenda. It will be as follows: 

Agenda 
1) Convener convenes dialogue. 
2) Chairman selected. 
3) Impact of previous dialogue analysed. 
4) Participating groups make their 

presentations. 
5) Open discussion. 
6) Rapporteur begins preparing report. 

At the same time, particulars of the 
next dialogue are worked out. 

7) The rapporteur presents his report 
followed by discussions. 

8) Report formally adopted and present-
ed to the public through the press. 
It must be noted that Bahasa Malaysia 

will be the language of the dialogues. 
However, English can be used with the 
permission of the chair. 

At all times the dialogues must adhere 
to the norms of courtesy · and good 
manners. 

Finally, though Aliran is the initiator 
and organiser of these dialogues of 
concern, it must be stressed that al I the 
participating groups are equally respon-
sible for the success of this series. In the 
formulation of ideas and their implemen-
tation they bear the same responsibility• 

AND THE RACE FOR 
PDWER 

Aliran Monthly November 1984 



Letters 
We welcome letters from readers. These letters may be edited for purposes of space and 
clarity. The views expressed may not be those of the Aliran Monthly. Pseudonyms are 
accepted but all letters should include the writer's name and address. 

Letters should be addressed to Editor, Aliran Monthly, P.O. Box 1049, Penang, Malaysia. 

The Barisan Parliament 

In Tan Sri Dr. Tan Chee Khoon's article 
criticising the recent amendments to Civil Law 
Act (The Star August 16), he poses a very 
pertinent question: How are the MPs to explain 
to the relatives of victims of accidents why the 
dice is loaded against the poor and in favour of 
the huge insurance companies? The FOMCA 
President Bishan Singh Bahadur lashes at the 
Government and questions the MPs why they 
did not consult their constituents before they 
lent their support to the amendments. 

The Bar Council expresses its disgust at not 
being consulted before the Bill was introduced 
in the Dewan Rakyat. Although Dr. Mahathir 
Mohamad immediately after he became the 
Prime Minister gave a categorial assurance to 
the Bar Council that it would be consulted on 
Bills to be introduced in Parliament, he saw to 
it that consultation with the Bar Council on 
Bills would no longer be an obligation on the 
part of the Government by subsequently amen-
ding the Legal Profession Act. 

While I totally share their concern, I would 
like to ask Dr. Tan, FOMCA and Bar Council: 
What do you expect Barisan MPs to do? Once 
elected, their only concern is to be loyal to the 
Prime Minister. The fate of Datuk Mohd. 
Sopiee (about which mention was made in 
Dr. Tan's article) is still very fresh in the 
memory of these MPs. 

They have to be in the good books of the 
Prime Minister, if they want to enjoy 
patronage; if they are aspiring to be nominated 
for the next election . And they know from past 
experience the pattern of election in this 
country. While the capitalists have a big lobby 
in the Parliament, the poor and voiceless have 
only their votes. But unfortunately, the vast 
majority of the electorate are influenced by 
ethnic and religious propaganda of the 
politicians and their politial parties. Race and 
religion predominate in not only general 
elections but also various other elections. 

So, the only course of action open to 
Barisan MPs is to support the policies of 
Mahathir Government. And what are those 
policies? All his policies - Look East, privatisa-
tion, Malaysia Incorporated, in-house unions -
are geared to enhance capitalism. Dr. Mahathir 
goes on calling upon the people to work hard 
and increase productivity. But he refuses to 
enact legislation to make it mandatory for 
management to consult the workers and to 
share profits with them. 

When he was in Australia recently, he 
rejected the claim by the Unions of Govern-
ment employees for a five-day week and 
declared his intention to change the tax 
structure so that the rich could become richer. 
What was his purpose in saying those things in 
Australia? My hunch is that he was telling the 
tycoons there: Now that you have a Labour 
Government here, come over to Malaysia, 
where you do not have to worry about trade 
uniens and where the Government will give you 
all the facilities to make more money. 
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It is no use blaming the Barisan MPs. They 
are there to support the Government whether 
they like it or not. Whether it is amendments to 
Constitution, . or Bills to amend Civil Law or 
Societies Act, or Labour Laws, or Official 
Secret Act, or Legal Profession Act, or Univer-
sity and University Colleges Act, the govern-
ment with its brute majority in the Parliament 
and its pattern of political control, can legislate 
anything - yes anything, even murder as stated 
by Dr. Tan Chee Khoon. 

If anybody deserves to be blamed, then it is 
the UMNO, which in fact is the party that rules 
Malaysia. Instead of providing some form of 
checks and balance, the recent UMNO assembly 
further strengthened the power of its president, 
Dr. Mahathir by voting all his men to its 
Supreme Council. The man who had foreseen 
the inherent danger in such an adventure was 
Datuk Harun Idris - once an UMNO stalwart 
known to be a charismatic leader who was able 
to get elected to the Supreme Council even 
from jail. 

His effort to create a wedge in the 
barometer of power was unceremoniously 
rejected by the UMNO assembly and he was 
thrown into political oblivion. 

Comments and criticisms by Dr. Tan Chee 
Khoon, Aliran, CAP, SAM, lnsan and others 
have their effect, but all of them can be 
silenced by a stroke of the pen - not UMNO. 

Until UMNO starts speaking more on 
issues affecting the people as a whole and less 
on lslamisation , we, the ordinary people will 
continue to be the victims of the Government. 

, .. 
••• 

K . George 
Klang 

The Amended Civil Law Act 

The recent amendments to the Civil Law 
Act is a multifold assault on the Bar, the Bench, 
the people, and especially the widows and 
orphans of this country at the behest of the 
Insurance cartel and its lobby in Government.-

By a single stroke of the pen the Barisan 
Government has shown itself to be the spokes-
man and defender of the special interest groups 
against the Malaysian people. 

The Civil Law Amendments will effect every 
single Malaysian, especially the poor. 

The question arises why the government 
deems fit to come out in favour of an industry 
which has already benefitted from its support 
in the past, and which has shown in more than 
one incident its total insensitivity towards its 
social duty to the people, while reaping huge 
profits. 

About 15 years ago, the insurance industry 
lobbied and got the government to pass the 
helmets law, making the wearing of crash 
helmets compulsory, on the grounds that it 
saves lives and reduces head injuries. When the 
law was passed, the insurance industry did 
nothing to lower premium rates. It stands to 
reason that if the incident of injuries and 
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serious miunes at that, would be reduced by 
the introduction of crash helmets, correspon-
dingly, the insu rance industry was saved 
millions of dollars by the law, at the expense 
of the public buying crash helmets. By right, 
these savings should be ploughed back to the 
customer. Yet n·othing was done and the 
Government also kept silent. 

About 5 years ago, the government passed 
laws to make seat belts compulsory in Malaysia 
as a result of pressure from the insurance 
industry. The argument was that it would save 
lives and reduce injuries, yet when millions 
were spent by the motorists to install safety 
belts, the insurance industry quietly swallowed 
the profits derived from savings through fewer 
accident claims and did nothing to lower the 
insurance premiums. Again the Government 
was its silent partner. , 

Now again the Barisan Government has 
intervened to benefit the insurance industry, at 
the expense of the orphans and widows, and 
the insurance industry has the audacity to come 
out openly to say that it will not lower 
insurance premium. 

This is not the case of the Barisan Govern-
ment acting in the interest of the insurance 
industry once, but three or more times, arid the 
people are entitled to an explanation why this 
particular group is so pampered, at the expense 
of the people. Why is the Barisan protecting the 
directors of the Insurance Companies in Malay-
sia? This is the last straw, and the reasons 
advanced by the Government are totally 
unacceptable. 

If the insurance companies claim that they 
are not making profits, let us have the facts 
and figures, let them make public their 
accounts. If the insurance companies find it 
unprofitable, then the government should issue 
more licences to those who can run it more 
profitably, and create greater competition. The 
fact is it is not easy to get a licence to operate 
an insurance company, and it is now virtually a 
monopoly of those who are well connected. 

It is also totally untrue that the trend in the 
Courts is to hand down higher and higher 
awards on accident cases, especially on death 
claims. The truth is the Malaysian Judiciary is 
one of the most conservative on damages 
awarded. It is a slander to say that it has been 
handing down high awards. With a few rare 
exceptions, the Judiciary have never given large 
awards, and these awards are in any event based 
on legal precedents. We cannot even begin to 
compare awards of the Malaysian Judiciary 
with those in American Courts. In fact , if we 
take British precedents a Malaysian's life is not 
equivalent to that of a white man.damages-wise, 
that is, even taking into account equal earning 
power and cost of living. 

It is strange that the Barisan Government is 
so concerned with how hard society has been 
with the insurance industry, without any 
interest in how hard the insurance industry has 
been on society. 

In order to claim against the insura9ce 
companies, the average man in the street has 
to meet with great obstacles and vague and 
intricate provisions, yet the Barisan Govern-
ment has not concerned itself with this aspect 
of the problem. For instance, there are so many 
ways in which the insurance industry disclaims 
liability and defeats genuine claims, for 
example, alleged late or non-reporting of 
accidents, which is often the case as the 
majority are illiterate and often kampong folks. 

On top of all this, recently the 8arisan 
Government introduced the Demerits System. 
This has also helped the insurance industry, as 
it is a disincentive to motorists involved in 
minor accidents to report them, even if there 
are injuries, albeit minor, to avoid a demerit. 
Everybody knows that without a police report 
it is impossible to pursue an ·insurance claim -



again one up for the insurance companies! 
Why is the Government concerned with 

"skyrocketing" awards, if these awards are . 
based on legally projected earnings, income 
realities and other accepted principles and paid 
to orphans and widows who have been deprived 
of a breadwinner? We do not see the same 
concern with "skyrocketing" prices of cars, 
houses (even low-cost houses). What about the 
"skyrocketing" amounts the Ministers have 
legislated for themselves by way of compensa-
tion in the event that they meet with a fatal 
accident? How is it that the people can afford 
that? 

Another side benefit to the Insurance 
Industry as a result of these Amendments to 
the Civil Law Act is that people who travel a 
lot, especially by road, will be forced to take 
out greater Personal Accident cover in view of 
the inadequate compensation under the 
Amendments - another bonanza for the 
insurance companies! 

It is a reflection on our MPs that a bill with 
such enormous consequences was only briefly 
debated by 2 MPs, while the rest did not even 
give it a thought. So much for "watch dog" 
opposition! 

We can be sure that in the boardrooms of 
the Insurance Companies, champagne bottles 
are being opened and the clicking of glasses and 
shouts of "Y amseng" are reverberating through 
the corridors of that industry. 

Ismail Hashim 
Chairman, Socialist Democratic Party 

(SOP) 
Penang 

• • • 
Democracy 

The meaning of the word 'democracy' has 
been so distorted in our country that to read 
the article 'Democracy and meanings' by 
Gemeni in your August issue is like rediscover-
ing a 'pearl'. As a Sabahan I hardly read the 
local newspapers because they are full of trash 
viz, empty speeches of politicians and absurd 
and utterly illogical policies which all too often 
reflect the intellectual incompetence of those 
ruling the state. At times I feel that to read 
their thoughts in the papers amounts to 
polluting our minds. At · the same time, 
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opposing views to those of the government are 
not published in the papers. 

When USNO was first toppled by the 
Berjaya, I rejoiced because I thought that 
democracy in the full sense of the word had 
finally been restored after a 'reign of terror' 
under Tun Mustapha. My joy was short-lived 
because the present Government is no better 
than USNO. To a certain extent it is even true 
to say that the Berjaya is just another USNO 
for it has inherited all the traits of the former 
ruling party. From an apparently clean govern-
ment in the beginning there is now rampant 
corruption and inefficiency in its administra-
tion. From a democratic party, it has now 
turned into an authoritarian structure. On 
many occasions, important policie.s such as the 
'Labuan issue' have simply been rushed 
through, with total disregard to the democratic 
process. 

What I feel most ashamed about the Berjaya 
government is its ban on Lim Kit Siang from 
entering the state of Sabah. Why? Why is it that 
the Berjaya condemns all actions of the USNO 
and yet still allows this absurd ruling to remain? 
What is the reason for not allowing Lim to 
enter the state of Sabah? It really boggles my 
mind. The only reason that I can think of is 
that the ruling party is afraid of the DAP. It is 
afraid that Lim will be able to reveal the dirt 
under the Berjaya's carpet. It is afraid that its 
sins will be exposed. 

I believe, judging from the number of votes 
obtained by opposition candidates in the urban 
areas, that urban folks are quite aware of thlP' 
fact that Berjaya is no longer serving the 
people. We can think and see things for our-
selves and we know whether or not a certain 
politician is working for the people or just 
pursuing his own interests. 

Another point about the present ruling 
party that sickens me is the practice of getting 
every elected representative to sign an undated 
resignation letter. This is unheard of inhuman 
undemocratic and is totally against the teachin~ 
of the Ouran. I personally condemn this sort of 
policy and I ask the Berjaya to stop this type of 
dirty tactics. This kind of tactics will only bring 
shame to all Sabahans and is a real disgrace in 
the eyes of the international community. 

THEN HOW WOULD 
YOU El\PLAIN THE 
SOCJETIES AcT? 

AND TltE 
DECISION TO 
1MPL~T 
T1tE CWI~ LAW 
AME'NPt"D ~r? 
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An Ashamed Sabahan 
Kota Klnabalu 

Perlembagaan Negara Dijadikan 
Pelajaran Nasional 

Memang tidak boleh disangkalkan bahawa 
perlembagaan negara kita adalah undang-
undang yang teragung dan termulia di Malaysia. 
Peruntukannya memang mencerminkan aspirasi 
dan cita-cita rakyat kita samada yang lepas, 
sekarang ataupun kelak. Adalah menjadi 
kewajipan setiap rakyat kita memberi kehor-
matan dan kesetiaan kepadanya. Malahan, ia 
seharusnya dianggap sebagai 'kitab nasional' 
yang harus dimiliki oleh setiap keluarga 
Malaysia. 

Janganlah kita hanya memberi penghargaan 
simbolik kepadanya tanpa memahami apakah ia 
kandungan dan maksud sebenarnya. Tetapi 
hakikatnya sungguh membimbangkan ·dan 
menyesalkan saya dfmana masih terdepat 
kejahilan yang berleluasa tentang kandungan 
dan maksud perlembagaan kita di kalangan 
rakyat kita sungguhpun Malaysia baru sahaja 
meraikan harijadi ke27nya. Malahan, 
kekurangan fahaman tentang perlembagaan di 
kalangan mereka yang cerdik-pandai dan ber-
pengaruh masih jelas dan ternyata sepertimana 
yang ditunjukkan dalam suatu pertikaian 
tentang makna sebenar suatu bahagian per-
untukan Perlembagaan yang merupakan asas 
pembinaan perpaduan rakyat sehinggakan 
pertikaian tersebut telah dibawa ke mahkamah 
persekutuan kite. 

Memandangkan hakikat tersebut, saya 
seperti ramai yang lain menyeru kepada 
kerajaan supaya perlembagaan negara dijadikan 
satu mata-pelajaran nasional yang bernas 
kepada semua penuntut sekolah menengah 
atasan amnya dan semua mahasiswa-siswi 
tempatan khasnya demi mengukuhkan per-
paduan rakyat yang nampaknya kini kian hari 
kian dilemahkan oleh gejala-gejala yang mem-
belakangkan aksara dan semangat Perlembagaan 
kita. Seruan ini mungkin selaras dengan syor-
syor menyatupadukan rakyat Malaysia yang 
berbilang kaum, agama dan budaya. 

MW THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT f 

EXCUSE ME DATUI<, 
BUT I DON'T 
QUITE A61CEE ... 

Wee Koh 
Penang 
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The Population Question 
When Dr. Mahathir announced that a high 

rate of population growth was not a problem 
for Malaysia, those of us who in tho past had 
criticised the neo-Malthusians (for their 
simplistic attribution of poverty and other 
social ills to overpopulation) must have felt 
greatly encouraged that the Prime Minister 
himself, no less, had declared his support for 
our camp. After all , hadn't Roger Revelle, 
former Director of Harvard's Center for 
Population Studies estimated the carrying 
capacity of the globe at some 40 billion 
(although I'm not sure he'd recommend a 
global population of that size) . And indeed, a 
lengthy article has recently appeared, in the 
New Straits Times, claiming to debunk Malthus' 
theory (NST 7/9/84). All this of course to give 
the lie to the alarmist talk of overpopulation 
outstripping national resources. 

There is, unfortunately, a crucial difference 
underlying Revelle's generous estimates, and 
Dr. Mahathir's call for a target population of 
70 million. Scientists like Revelle base their 
estimates on a scenario of a socially rational, 
ecologically sustainable use of the earth's 
resources. It further implies the eradication of 
wasteful, short-sighted, and socially irrational 
patterns of production and consumption 
(military expenditure is a prime example). 
Some would insist it ultimately requires the 
abolition of the anarchic and anti-social 
character of production based on private profit. 
On the other hand, what needs to emerge is a 
high degree of popular participation in , all 
spheres of social life, in social planning and co-
ordination, management, in short, a meaningful 
redistribution of political and economic power. 
It is hard to imagine this happening on any 
appreciable scale in a system committed to 
private enterprise. When we remind ourselves 
of the concurrent move towards privatisation 
in Malaysia, we can only be apprehensive that 
social utility and social need , as criteria for 
society 's production, will be even furthe r 
eclipsed. 

Most alarming perhaps are the proposals to 
substantially reduce, perhaps even d ismantle 
certain public sector services (health and 
medical care , for instance). Despite their 
deplorable performance at times, these services 
nonetheless provided, for the less fortunate , 
a buffer against the excesses of untrammelled 
free enterprise. Dr. Mahathir, when asked abou t 
the implications for social services of a 70 
million population, replied that the government 
did not anticipate problems of soaring expendi-
tures and unmanageab~e deficits, since the 
privatisation policy would reduce the govern-
ment's role in providing social services. This 
remarkable answer, needless to say, is less than 
reassuring. It is even less assuring in view of the 
imminent reduction in insurance coverage, 
thanks to the amended Civil Law Act, at a t ime 
when dwindling social services would make 
expanded insurance coverage all the more 
important. Under the circumstances, those of 
us who remain critical of the neo-Malthusians 
must now find ourselves uneasy fellow 
t ravellers with the distinguished Prime Minister. 

• • • 
Polarization 

CCK 
Penang 

Dr. Chandra Muzaffar's speech at a national 
inter-religious seminar in April 1984, a 
summary of which appeared in the June issue 
of Aliran month ly under the heading Religion: 
U,,ity or Disunity? is highly t hought-provoking 
and is of immediate concern to all Malaysians. 
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In the past decade polarization was more 
along racial lines but the recent upsurge in 
Islamic revivalism in this country has un -
fortu nately deepened the divisions, as racial and 
religious fervour have combined to enforce an 
already unhealthy state. In recent years the 
government dominated by UMNO politicians 
has been insensitive to the many grievances 
faced by the non-Malay communities. Politics 
and religion have been constantly driving a 
wedge between the various communities and 
fuelling the fires of racial polarization. 

Instead of talking of the differences 
between the various religions, responsible 
people should show more maturity and make 
attempts to explore and explain the funda-
mental unity in all religions. Unfortunately 
major political groups and individuals are averse 
to such an approach, for this may in the long 
run work against communal politics in the 
country. 

There are certain groups in the country who 
feel that if all the people in a nation belong to a 
,single religion, and in our case Islam , it will 
greatly eradicate conflict and misunderstanding 
among the people. It is a fallacy to think so. 
The political conflicts in parts of the Middle 
East and in our own country between people of 
the same religious group should be sufficient 
proof. 

It was once argued that extensive use of 
Bahasa Malaysia will help to unite the people. 
Today, Bahasa Malaysia is used up to University 
level and yet racial polarization has worsened. 
Today, the politicians argue that the national 
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cultural policy will help to create in the people 
a sense of national identity. Perhaps, it will take 
another forty or fifty years before our 
politicians realise that neither language, religion 
or a national cultural policy will unite the 
people. What is the use of talking about unity 
through language, religion or a cultural policy 
when politically and econom ically the people 
are perpetually divided as Bumiputras and Non-
Bumiputras. There will be distrust and mis-
understanding between the various communities 
as long as this hypocritical approach is upheld. 

Unity can exist in diversity, if there is 
mutual respect and trust. But unfortunately 
nationalism in this country tarnished by racial 
and rjlligious fervour is unable to understand 
and accept this crucial point. Instead of unity, 
uniformity is stressed. If national integration is 
to be achieved, there must be political, racial, 
cultural and religious interaction. 

Strangely, however, there are many political 
wizards in our country who are more concern~d 
with the unity and religious purity of one 
community. National unity and integration 
comes only second to this. It is political 
ideology su·ch as this which hinders true 
integration. 

If God had wanted uniformity in mankind 
he could have easily done so. God has created 
this diversity and behind all these superficial 
differences He still reigns supreme. It is because 
of our narrow dogmatic views that we fail to 
see the grand design in its depth. 

P. Rasahugan 
Sido r , Perak 



International Affairs 

How the North 
Exploits the South 

~ere can be no North-South coopera-
tion unless justice is done to the South. 
And justice will not be done to the South 
as long as the North maintains its 
dominant control of global financial, 
commercial and technological structures. 
Its control over these vital structures is 
supported by its pre-eminent position in 
the international information, cultural 
and intellectual networks. 

Dominance of the North, which is 
essentially dominance of North America, 
Western Europe and Japan, over most of 
the South is manifested in several ways. 
In the area of metals and minerals which 
are crucial for industrialization, the North 
in 1977 contributed 10.66% to world 
bauxite production but consumed 
75.13% of the world bauxite production. 
In the same year, the North produced 
only 31.44% of the world's copper but 
consumed 67.2% of that metal. It 
produced 36.73% of the world's lead but 
consumed 60.21 %. The North produced 
2.54% of world total tin but consumed 
62.65% of the metal. 

In the oil industry too, despite the 
strength of the Organisation of Petrol eum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC), the tech-
nology, production, transport and 
distribution of the mineral is still in the 
hands of the North. It has been estimated 
that even today 60 to 70% of world 
petroleum production is controlled by 
the 7 sisters (Exxon, Texaco, Socal, 
Gulf, Mobil, BP & Shell) . 

The situation is not very different with 
plantation crops. The United States for 
instan ce exercises a dominant hold over 
banana, sugar, coffee and cocoa planta-
tions in Latin America. 

Even with the fishing industry, it is 
Japan and some of the European 
countries that control the catch in the 
seas of the Third World. 

The dominance of the North is also 
evident in trade. It is the North that 
determines the prices of primary 
commodities like rubber and tin exported 
by the South. At the same time, the 
prices of industrial goods imported by the 
South are also decided by the North 
which manufactures them. The prices of 
primary commodities as a whole have 
been going down while the prices of 
manufactured goods have been going up. 
In other words, exports from the South 
are undervalued while imports from the 

North are overvalued. This is what we call 
unequal exchange. Unequal exchange has 
been getting worse with the continuing 
deterioration in the terms of trade of the 
South. Thus, prices for Sri Lankan tea fell 
by 56% between 1950 and 1980. During 
the same period, prices for Malaysian 
rubber dropped by 65%. It has been 
suggested that the price of a tractor 
imported from Britain during that period 
increased by at least six times! 

If we looked at other aspects of trade, 
the control of the North becomes even 
more obvious. The North, directly and 
indirectly, owns about 70% of the 
tonnage of world shipping. .,., 

At the same time, the North controls 
the finances of the South . Many of the 
banks and insurance companies operating 
in the South are in their hands. Through 
grants, aids and loans from governments 
of the North and through the financial 
manoeuvres of the International 
Monetary Fund (IM F) and the World 
Bank, the South is kept dependent upon 
the North . 

As a result of this dependence, the 
debts of the South have been increasing 
year by year. Servicing debts has now 
become a heavy burden to many 
countries in the South. Between 1979-81 , 
total debt service payments of developing 
countries amounted to US$258.8 billion. 
As much as 78% of the value of new loans 
obtained in that period was spent in 
paying back the principal and interest on 
previous loans, according to a local 
economist, Khor Kok Peng. 

Even more adverse from the point of 
view of its long-term consequences is the 
technological dependence of the South 
brought about largely by the technolo-
gical dominance of the North. The multi-
national companies of the North control 
industrial technology and therefore 
determine the industrial development of 
the South. The industrial sectors of many 
countries in the South are nothing more 
than enclaves of the North. The crucial 
skills, the knowledge pertaining to 
designs, access to vital research data and 
key scientific information are all 
monopolised by the industrial giants from 
Japan, North America and Western 
Europe. 

This technological dominance is 
reinforced by the North's intellectual 
control of the South. So-called 'experts ', 
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consultants and advisers from the North 
are part and parcel of this control. Much 
more pervasive however is the powerful 
influence of ideas, theories and models of 
development from the North which have 
been transmitted to the South through 
the South's own universities, schools and 
media. The vision of progress nurtured by 
all this is essentially a vision of the North 

. as the acme of human civilisation. It is a 
vision that creates a sense of inferiority 
among the countries of the South, that 
compels us to ignore our own noble 
values, that induces us to imitate slavishly 
the modernization of the North without 
taking into account our own realities and 
our own experiences. The end result of 
intellectual dominance then is that we in 
the South struggle desperately to become 
mere carbon-copies of the North. 

Intellectual dominance of the North 
is closely linked to its cultural domi-
nance. Given the power of the North in 
other spheres which we have examined, 
it has succeeded to internationalize its 
own particular art, architecture, music, 
drama and literature in a way that is 
unparallelled in the history of human-
kind. It is the North's culture that has 
become global culture. In the process, 
some of the rich and diverse cultural 
traditions of the South have been 
smothered and stunted. 

What allows for cultural dominance is 
of course the North's control over the 
world's information network . This has 
been faci I itated by its control over 
modern telecommunication technology. 
The production, distribution and dis-
semination of most of the information in 
the world is in the grip of powerful news 
agencies in the North . As an example, 
" Two United States agencies possess the 
withwithal to receive, edit and pour down 
in a selective fashion more than 30 
million words a day, enough to submerge 
the entire press in the third world. In 
addition, two West European based news 
agencies contribute 3 million words a 
day. In return all the third world news 
agencies could put together was no more 
than 200,000 words a day." The United 
States' control of television programmes, 
cinema films, records and cassettes is 
equally phenomenal! It is this dominance 
over the channels of information that has 

continued on page 12 
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V_le_w_p_oln_t ____ M usl i m 
Backwardness 

It is the view of most, including 
scholars, adm inistrators, and politi-
cians, that the Muslim countries are 
backward in science and scientific 

achievements. What they really mean by 
this backwardness is not difficult to 
understand. They mean, in essence, that 
there is an alarming dearth of qualified 
doctors, engineers and technicians 
throughout the Muslim world . This of 
course is true and statistics do not prove 
otherwise. But this is not an insurmoun-
table problem. In the short run, if the 
Muslim countries can generate sufficient 
income they can buy the necessary 
scientific personnel and equipment in the 
open market. This is what the oil-rich 
Muslim countries are doing at present. In 
the long run also, the deficiencies in this 
field can be remedied by providing 
additional facilities such as technical 
institutes, colleges and universities to 
educate and train the younger generation . 
Some Muslim countries have already 
embarked on the venture. Nevertheless, 
the question remains whether a pro I ifera-
tion of Muslim doctors, Muslim engineers 
and Muslim technicians will transform the 
Muslim countries from scientific back-
wardness to scientific advancement. 

The answer to this question I ies in the 
manner the Muslims understand the word 
science. The dictionary meaning of that 
word and of its derivatives are listed 
below: 
(1) Science 

"knowledge ascertained by obser-
vation and experiment, critically 
tested, systematised and brought 
under general principles." 
"a skilled craft"; "trained skill". 

(2) Scientific 
- "demonstrative, producing know-

ledge". 
(3) Scientism 

- "the methods or mental attitudes 
of men of science : a belief that 
the methods used in studying 
natural sciences should be 
employed also in investigating all 
aspects of human behaviour and 
conditions." 

What was stated above of the general 
view regarding Muslim scientific back-
wardness falls under the definition of 
science as "skilled craft" or "trained 
skill". What the Muslim countries are now 
trying to do is remedy their deficiencies 
in this respect. But what is lacking is 
much more fundamental than a mere 
qua~titattve shortage of skilled personnel. 
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In Science AMEER ALI 
It is the absence of a scientific attitude to 
aspects of human behaviour and condi-
tion. 

An abundance of scientific personnel 
in a society does not necessarily guaran-
tee the predominance of a scientific 
attitude in that society. The former can 
always exist without the latter. For 
example any intelligent and hardworking 
student can become a qua I ified doctor or 
a professional engineer if that student is 
given the necessary facilities such as good 
tutors, text books and laboratory equip-
ment. But having become a doctor, if he 
or she consults an astrologer to know 
whether a patient will die or live of a 
certain medicine then that doctor has not 
acquired the spirit of his discipline. 
Similarly if an engineer says that he 
cannot guarantee the durability and 
strength of the bridge he or she is going 
to build and insists that it depends on the 
Will of God then that engineer has also 
not acquired the spirit behind his techno-
logy. A readiness for critical inquiry, an 
ability to experiment and the courage to 
derive conclusions are the basis for 
scientific knowledge. Any mind that feels 
reluctant to adopt these is a scientifically 
retarded mind . It is this retardation that 
is now crippling the Muslim societies. 

A scientific mind will question any-
thing that does not make sense or seems 
illogical. It cannot accept a statement as 
true just because someone of great 
eminence has stated it or just because it is 
written ,iiilown in some sacred document. 
A scientific mind is a searching mind and 
a searching mind is a thinking mind. The 
history of today's civilization is the end 
product of the individual and collective 
efforts of such minds. Any social system 
that promotes thinking cannot avoid 
welcoming the questions and doubts that 
arise out of such thinking, even if the 
answers to these questions meant a set-
back to accepted opinions and age-old 
beliefs. A society thus endowed with a 
surplus of independent and inquiring 
minds is a society destined to advance 
scientifically. 

There are two reasons that go to 
explain the retardation of Muslim 
societies in scientific achievement. One is 
the reactionary and dictatorial political 
systems that prevail in almost all Muslim 
countries, and the other is the dominance 
of conservative and outdated religious 
legalisms in those countries. While the 
politicians zealously guard the former, 
the so called 'ulema' champion the latter. 
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The political aspect is not restricted 
entirely to Muslim countries. The brain 
drain caused by political repression is 
common to most Third World countries. 
But the religious factor is unique to 
Muslim societies. ,The so-called "ulema", 
which as a group has acquired an organi-
sational structure despite the teaching of 
Islam against such organi zed priesthood, 
lacks any training or knowledge in other 
related fields of knowledge such as 
sociology, history, economics etc. This 
absence has caused their knowledge to 
remain almost horizontally static. Any 
development in their knowledge has 
been vertical in the sense that it grows 
deeper and deeper within the traditional 
curriculum. They often come into 
confrontation with a new generation of 
intellectuals whose spirit of inquiry 
refuses to accept without question the 
farmer's medieval commandments. This 
confrontation has often culminated in 
open verbal as well as physical harass-
ments of the young intellectuals. On a 
sophisticated plane this group is now 
fashionably castigated by the ulema as 
oriental ists or western-oriented. In this 
confrontation, the government and the 
politicians are reluctant to go against the 
orthodox groups for fear of losing 
political popularity among the masses 
upon whose lives the ulema have a 
stranglehold. As a consequence the 
intellectuals feel unsafe in their own 
countries and even feel that the ulema 
have made their religion unliveable. The 
result is emigration to another soil even 
if it is non-Islamic and results in depriva-
tion of the mother country of indepen-
dent and inquiring minds. 

Unless Muslim countries radically alter 
their political systems and judge the 
emerging issues and opinions on their 
relative merits rather than on the source 
of origin, and unless Muslim societies 
guarantee the freedom to the intellect to 
question the doubtful and to search for 
the truth, there is not much scope for 
Muslim countries to advance indepen-
dently in scientific civilization. They can 
only build their fortresses with bricks 
either borrowed or bought from non-
Musi i ms e 

Dr. Ameer Ali is a lecturer with the School of 
Social Inquiry, Murdoch University, Murdoch, 
Western Australia. 



The 1985 Budget 
Some Comments 

T he 1985 Budget adopts 
measures aimed at 
(i) strengthening the country's 

balance of payments; 
(ii) strengthening the public sector's 

fiscal position with a view to main-
taining continuous economic growth 
and financial stabi I ity; and 

(iii) encouraging the growth of the private 
sector. 

The adoption of measures aimed at 
attaining the first two objectives is indeed 
welcome. It is a continuation of a trend 
whi ch started two years ago when the 
government began to realize the serious 
debt situation the country has been in. 
This serious debt situation is of course 
caused by the need to borrow to cover 
the huge deficit in our country's balance 
of payments as wel I as the huge budget 
deficit. 

There is no denying that the public 
sector has grown too big, particularly 
over the last several years. In 1982, total 
public sector expenditure as a proportion 
of the Gross National Product (GNP) was 
35.6% although this is expected to 
decline to 29.8% in 1984. Besides, 
spending by the so-called Off-Budget 
Agencies (OBAs) has gone on at a high 
rate over the last several years . 

This uncont roll ed spending has led to 
huge borrowings which must be curbed. 
There is a real need for the government 
to conserve resources which should be 
mobilised for the eradication of poverty, 
irrespective of race. The bold step taken 
by the Finance Minister to reduce 
development expenditure by OBAs by as 
much as $1.5 billion is therefore a step in 
the right direction. 

· The third objective of the 1985 
Budget Strategy of encouraging the 
growth of the private sector is also to be 
welcomed, particularly at this stage of 
Malaysia's economic development. Again, 
there is no denying that the private sector 
has experienced a decline in activity and 
dynamism over the past several years. 
Even the 1984/85 Economic Report 
admitted that capi tal spending by the 
private sector proper (i .e. those carried 
out by companies other than the OBAS) 
has declined by 6% in 1982 and 1 .3% 
in 1983. 

As one of the · steps to reactivate the 
private sector, the Finance Minister 
proposed an across-the-board reduction 

in personal income tax rates . This reduc-
tion is however inequitable with 
reductions ranging from 1 % at the lowest 
range of taxable income to 15% at the 
highest range of taxable income. The 
rationale behind this move is to 
encourage increased savings out of take-
home income among the middle and 
more particularly the upper income 
classes in this country . Hopefully, these 
savings will be mobilised for productive 
investment . 

Here, however, the government has 
failed to make a fine distinction between 
returning the money to the rich"'·and 
encouraging the rich to invest.' Substantial 
reductions in income tax rates at the 
upper end of the tax structure, which 
would return large sums of money to the 
rich, do not by itself ensure increased 
savings and investments. Instead, 
conspicuous consumption that is import 
biased, including travelling overseas, may 
well increase. In fact, experiences from 
other countries e.g. United Kingdom have 
shown that similar reductions have 
generated no new and viable investments. 
So it is not convincing that such reduc-
tions will achieve the desired effects in 
Malaysia. 

To encourage greater investment or 
reinvestment, it would have been far 
more effective for the government to 
make certain changes to corporate 
income tax . In this regard, a distinction 
has to be made between corporate tax 
payable before and after the declaration 
of dividends. When profits are retained 
within the company, the company saves 
it for future investment. On the other 
hand, that portion of profits distributed 
as dividends can either be saved or 
consumed by the shareholders. There is 
no guarantee here that dividends will be 
saved, let alone reinvested. Therefore, it 
would be better for the government to 
encourage greater corporate savings, an 
important component of gross national 
savings, through encouraging the reten -
tion of profits rather than its distribution 
as dividends. Hence, it would be appro-
priate to reduce company income tax 
from the present 40% plus 5% develop-
ment tax and another 5% excess profit 
tax to a much lower level say 25%. Then 
a tax on dividend income say at a high 
rate of 60% should be slammed. 

By reducing the personal income tax 
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rates, the government may not only fail 
to achieve its goal of greater savings and 
reinvestment, it may at the same time 
bring about greater inequality in income 
distribution . Equality in income distri-
bution is an important goal of develop-
ment policy which the government must 
not forget. To attain greater equity, the 
government should:-
o raise the exemption limit so as to 

exempt many more wage earners, 
especially those in lower middle 
income class, from the burden of 
paying personal income tax. This 
could have been done by increasing 
the level of personal relief, which has 
remained unchanged since the 1980 
Budget. Due to inflation, many wage-
earners have entered the tax bracket in 
the past few years; even though their 
real wage may have remained the same 
or fallen . An increase in personal relief 
at a rate similar to the inflation rate 
would have removed the unfair tax 
burden on them. 

o reduce the income tax rates for 
chargeable income of less than 
$20,000 a year. 
While the substantial reduction in 

personal income tax rates for the rich is 
regressive, it is even more so in relation 
to the new estate duty . The exemption 
limit for estate duty has been raised from 
$600 ,000 to $2 million worth of 
property of a deceased person domiciled 
in Malaysia. Further, the duty has been 
reduced from the previous 12 to 60 per 
cent (depending on the property value) to 
only two rates: five per cent (for value of 
estate between $2 million and $4 million) 
and 10 per cent (for value above $4 
million). This new estate duty thus 
enables the rich to pass on the bulk of 
their wealth to the next generation . This 
increased spending of these OBAs. There 
is a need for a Consolidated Budget 
which would show in detail not only the 
operating and development expenditures 
of the various Ministries and statutory 
authorities and the manner in which 
these expenditures will be financed but 
those of the OBAs as well. Let us hope 
that such a Consolidated Budget would 
be presented in the not too djstant 
future. In addition, the accounts of all 
OBAs must be presented to Parliament 
for scrutiny by Members of Parliament. 
Only in this way can there be greater 
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wil I then lead to the creation of a class 
which obtains its wealth purely through 
inheritance without the need to put in 
productive effort on their own. This 
certainly runs counter to the generally 
accepted concept that only the hard-
working should be rewarded. In the light 
of this, the government should take a 
second look at this new estate duty. In 
particular, the government should follow 
the example of some countries which 
have made estate duty an important 
source of government revenue as wel I as 
an effective means of attaining equity. 

Consistent with the government's 
desire to achieve the 70 million popula-
tion target, the government has proposed 
higher income tax exemptions from the 
second to the fifth child. This is to 
encourage Malaysians to have bigger 
families. I feel that the government 
has to-date paid far too much attention 
to the subject of quantity without at 
the same time giving an equal emphasis 
to the subject of quality of our country's 
population. The quality of our popu-
lation i.e. the level of their skills and 
knowledge, must continuously be 
improved through manpower training so 
that the levels of efficiency and pro-
ductivity of our work force will be 
further upgraded. In this regard, the 
government should seriously consider 
exempting the expenditure incurred by 
the private sector in manpower training 
from corporate tax . This will encourage 
companies to spend more on upgrading 
their work force. The loss in revenue 
here will be more than made up by 
increased output from higher 
productivity . 

Having discussed the tax side of the 
proposed 1985 Budget, allow me now to 
discuss the expenditure side. The govern-
ment's reduction of the magnitude of 
development expenditure is most 
welcome. This is because the budget 
deficit and the ensuing huge borrowings 
that this deficit necessitates have reached 
an alarming size. In particular, the govern-
ment should be congratulated for taking 
the bold step of cutting down spending 
on security. Development expenditure 
on security has been reduced from 
$1,199.4 million in 1984 to $690.2 
million in 1985, a reduction of about 
$509 million. In particular, defence 
development expenditure was whittled 
down by $531 million between 1984-
1985 although spending on internal 
security will be increased by $21.9 
million. 

The government must also be congra-
tulated for attempting to bring within 
greater scrutiny and control, spending 
by the so-called Off-Budget Agencies 
(OBAs). Indeed, spending by the OBAs 
has gone on at a very high pace, increa-
sin~-from $2.5 billion in 1981 (or 18% of 
total public sector expenditure) to $7.2 
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enabled the United States in particular 
and the North in general to exercise so 
much influence upon the thinking and 
behaviour patterns of so many countries 
in the South. 

It is apparent from our analysis that in 
almost every respect the North is strong 
and powerful while the South is weak and 
powerless. The North controls; the South 
is controlled . The North dominates; the 
South is dominated. In such an unequal, 
unjust situation how can· one even think 
of genuine cooperation? 

Indeed, urging the South to cooperate 
with the North in such circumstances 
may be a crafty attempt to perpetuate 
the domination of one by the other. It is 
not surprising therefore that while paying 
I ip-service to North-South cooperation, 
the industrial powers of the North have 
done al I they can to prevent the South 
from getting a better deal for their 
primary commodities or some of their 
manufactured goods. Indeed, any 
challenge from the South, however 
limited it may be, whether it is Chile's 
attempt to control its own copper in 
1973 or Malaysia's attempt to exercise 
greater influence over the rubber market 
in 1981, is quickly thwarted through 
brutal moves or subtle manoeuvres. 

It is because of this unhelpful attitude 
on the part of the North that some 
genuine efforts by the United Nations 
and some of its agencies to correct some 
of the more blatant imbalances in North-
South economic, technological and 
cultural relations have all failed miserably. 
There are other endeavours Ii ke those 
undertaken by the Brandt commission 
which are aimed at merely readjusting 
North-South relations without really 

billion 0,- 46% in 1984. For 1985, the 
government has proposed that the expen-
diture of these OBAs be trimmed down 
by $1.5 billion to $5.7 billion . This is a 
step in the right direction. However, 
more has to be done in order to make 
these OBAs more accountable to the 
people who have borne the brunt of the 
accountability. 

While total development expenditure 
can and must be reduced, the government 
must, however, ensure that this reduced 
development expenditure will not affect 
al locations to poverty eradication and 
social programmes. This is crucial since 
the poor still depend heavily on the 
government to improve their standard 
and quality of life. In this regard, it is 
sad to note that development expenditure 
on housing has been reduced by $25.1 
million, especially at this juncture when 
thousands of families in urban centres 
are in crying need for cheap housing. 
The government must therefore increase 
its development expenditure on low-
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challenging the status quo. 
It is this glaring truth about North-

South relations that youths in our part 
of the world should realise. The North 
wants to keep the South subordinate. It 
is in the interest of the North to do so. 

The impoverishment and under-
development of the South is due partly to 
the domination of the North. Our youths 
should know that the teeming mill ions in 
the South, shackled to hunger, bonded to 
disease and fettered to death can never be 
liberated from the solitude of suffering as 
long as this domination continues. 

And yet the vast majority of our 
youths are not aware of this truth. 
Secondary school courses do not pay any 
attention to this question of dominance 
and control. Very few university courses 
are concerned with it. The government 
media in the ASEAN region does not dare 
discuss the subject. Most newspapers and 
magazines in the region do not regard 
dominance and control by the North as 
an important topic. 

Consequently, a whole generation of 
post-independence youths has attained 
maturity ignorant of one of the major 
causes of injustice in the social order to 
which they belong . 

Educating our youths about this 
injustice, inspiring them to seek justice 
is, therefore, a more urgent task at this 
moment than holding yet another 
meeting on North-South cooperation. 
Only then can all of us whether we are in 
the North or South, I ive and work 
together as equal members of the human 
familye 

A summary of a speech by Dr . Chandra 
Muzaffar at an International Youth Camp 
held in Penang in July 1984. 

cost housing and other social programmes 
such as New Villages improvement 
schemes. 

In conclusion, the government should 
take a closer look at the entire tax 
system with a view to carrying out tax 
reforms on an overall rather than on an 
adhoc basis. Such reforms should place 
emphasis on reducing the burden of 
tax payment of the poor groups. For 
example, a lot of indirect taxes such as 
the export tax paid by rubber small-
holders are very regressive. These should 
be reduced while at the same time expen-
ditures should concentrate on social 
programmes (low-cost housing, aid to 
the needy and poor, etc.) and other 
poverty alleviation schemes. Only in 
this way can the government be seen 
as using the Budget to help the weak 
against the strong, the poor against 
the rich and the disadvantaged against 
the advantaged• 

- Toh Kin Woon 



• 
Report 

Thai Thinker on Trial 
In the last few weeks, our local English 

dailies have been carrying some news, 
now and then, on the arrest of the 
distinguished Thai intel lectual, Sulak 
Sivaraksa on 5 August, his subsequent 
release on bail and his impending trial 
in a military court. 

The arrest of Sulak aroused consi-
derable concern in many parts of the 
world mainly because he is a well-know n 
thinker and social critic w ho has contri-
buted immensely to the intell ectual 
development of Thailand, in particular, 
and South East Asia in general. Sulak has 
written many books on 'Buddhism and 
development', on 'problems of socia l 
change' and on 'inter-religious dialogue'. 
He has given lectures and participated in 
seminars and conferences in various parts 
of Asia, North Amer ica and Europe over 
the last two decades. He is highly respec-
ted as an original and creative thinker 
who is not a blind adherent to either 
cap italism or communism. General ly, his 
views on society are regarded as ration al, 
humanistic and progress ive. 

Sulak was arrested on a charge of [ese 
majeste. He is accused of having insulted 
the monarchy. The offence, according to 
Thai authorities, is contained in his book 
Unmasking Thai Society. In it, he had 
apparent ly questioned whether Rama V I 
(a former King) really understood the 
country. "How could he," argues Su lak, 
"as he was always surrounded by 
courtiers. He could not rea lly understand. 
The same is true of the present King. He 
does not understand. If we say he does 
not understand, peop le wi ll get angry 
with us ... . 

It is simplv flabbergasting that such 
mild comment could precipitate such a 
serious charge the maximum pena lty for 
which is 15 years imprisonment. If the 
Iese majeste charge is considered in 
relation to other charges pertaining to 
pub lishing and distribution, Sulak could 
be jailed for a 20-year term. 

Of course, Sulak has now been 
released on bail. This happened 5 days 
after he was arrested partl y because of 
international pressure. Accord ing to 
informed sources, his trial will begin in 
early November before a mi litary court. 
There is no provision for appeal in a 
military court and it is generally felt that 
procedures are such that the dice is some-
what I oaded against the accused. 

Many analysts of Thai politics are of 
the opinion that Sulak is being made a 
scapegoat in what is essentially a struggle 
for power among Thai elite groups. There 
are those who are convinced that a 

military coup is imminent and the Sulak 
arrest is largely a warning to liberal 
intellectuals w ho want more freedom for 
Thai society. It is also perhaps an indica-
tion of the sort of stern, severe attitude 
towards social criticism that may emerge 
if a coup dominated by reactionary 
elements does take place. 

Whatever the motive behind the arrest, 
many of us feel that a grave injustice has 
been done to a fel low hu man being. 
Comment and cr iti cism, evaluat ion and 
analysis are part of li ving. It is part of 
be ing a person. To deny this right is to 
deny the very qua I ity that makes one a 
human being. 

What makes it even worse is that Sulak 
himself , as a socia l cr itic and writer, has 
always operated w ithin the law and is 
comm itted to peaceful, non-violent 
change. He is, in fact, a supporter of Wie 
monarchi ca l system - as many of his 
writings clearly indicate. 

It is this fact that has increased the 
moral indignation of all those w ho know 
Sulak. It is th is sense of outrage that has 
brought forth a multitude of appeals on 
beha lf of Su lak from Europe, North 
Amer ica and various parts of As ia . 

Like so many other organizations, 
A liran also sent letters of appeal on 20 
August 1984 to Her Majesty Queen 
Sir ikit, His Excellency the Prime Minister 
Prem Tinasu lanond and to Genera l Arthit 
Kamlang-ek. Subsequentl y, A liran joined 
a number of other Malaysian organi za-
tions and individuals in sending another 
appeal to the Thai Prime Minister (that 
appea l is reproduced here: see box). 
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More recently, while attending a 
conference on Religion & Human 
development in Manila, Aliran President, 
Dr. Chandra Muzaffar drew up an appeal 
to Prem Tinasulanond on behalf of the 
participants who came from different 
South East Asian countries. Two other 
Aliran representatives at the conference, 
Dr. Tan Chee Beng and Shaharuddin 
Maaruf, also signed the appeal. Indone-
sian and Filipino intellectuals have also 
been making appeals on behalf of Sulak . 
The latest initiative comes from Professor 
Randy David, Director of the Third 
World Studies Centre at the University of 
Philippines. 

As is to be expected, al I these efforts 
to secure justice for a fellow human being 
have been labelled by Thai authorities as 
"interference in Thai domestic affairs". 
This is most unfortunate. For what is 
involved here is a humanitarian act -
human beings reaching out to help 
another human being in distress gu ided 
by love for justice and freedom. 

It is wrong to believe that humani-
tarianism should be confined to one's 
own boundaries. How can that be when 
the human being as a personality trans-
cends nati onal boundaries? Indeed , it is 
only w hen one transcends ethnic, 
religious and nati onal boundari es in acts 
of humanity that one becomes truly 
human. 

After all, many nations practise this 
sort of humanitarianism w·hen it comes 
to other forms of human plight - like 
floods and earthquakes t hat hit a neigh-
bouring country . No one calls that 

continued on page 14 
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The Human File 

A Roof Over Our Heads 
W ould you live in such a cubicle? 

And pay $45 per month to an 
illegal landlord? Probably not. Yet many 
are forced to do so. 

Mani, 28, and her husband Rajan, 33, 
and their four young children have lived 
in such a cubicle for .seven years. WHY? 

"We have no where else to go. We 
can't afford to I ive far away from our 
work place. We can't pay much rent 
either. We are barely surviving as it is," 
Mani relates. 

"My husband sometimes sells vege-
tables in the market. Most of the time he 
doesn't work because of poor health . I'm 
in poor health too. But what choice do I 
have? If I don't work we'd all starve. So 
Rajan helps to look after the children . 

Two days ago, I went to see a private 
doctor. When they asked for $11 I 
quickly ran home without taking the 
medicine. I had only $2 in my pocket. I 
bought some tablets from the Kedai 
Ubat. You wondered why I went to a 
private clinic? I did go to the hospital 
several times . . And I was asked to be 
warded. How am I going to take care of 
my children if I get warded? How am I 
going to earn a living? 

I usually leave home at 7.30 am. 
meet my co-worker at the bus-stop. By 
the time we start work, it's usually 
al ready 8.00 am. Both of us sort and peel 
garlic for a rich businessman. It is ·not a 
heavy job but it is very dusty and tiring. 
First, we carry the crates of garli c from 
the store-room to another room. We pry 
open the crates and pour out the garlic. 
Then, we press on the cloves of garlic, 
break it loose, and sort out the good from 
the bad. [ Next, we winnow out the peels 
and dust, and put the selected garlic into 
a sack. 

continued from page 13 Thai Thinker on Trial 
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We are paid $3 for sorting a crate of 
garlic. I make about $9 on a good day. 
We don't get any sick leave, paid holiday, 
EPF, or any other benefits. 

When I reach home, it is usually 
around 6.30 pm . Today, I came home 
earlier because we didn 't have many 
crates of garlic to sort . 

I had to clean the house just now. The 
high tide this afternoon swept rubbish 
and human faeces into the house." 

"Manjula!", she shouts at her daugh-
ter. "Manjula! Get down. Oh, God! Now 
sand is everywhere on the bed. This is my 
three year-old daughter, the naughtiest 
amongst the four . Oh! Blankets full of 
sand! Clothes everywhere, on the bed, on 
the floor!" 

The little girl runs out of the room, 
after getting_a smacking on the rear . The 
-mother calls out to the eldest son who is 
six years old but looks 'like a four-year-
old, "Segeran ! Segeran ! Go and buy a 
bottle of kerosene and a tin of milk. 
Come back quickly, it's going to rain!" 

"There, there, be quiet! Mama will 
prepare milk for you. Oh! Pity my baby! 
His father hasn't fed him since noon! Oh! 
You smell awful, papa hasn't bathe you 
today! Oh! Quiet, mama will prepare 
milk for you ... " Mani cuddles the little 
naked baby for a while, puts him back on 
the old, rusty cradle. He starts to cry 
again. It starts to rain. 

"Manjula! Hoi Manjula! Come back 
here!" Mani shouts at the little girl runn-
ing along the beach. "See the strong 
waves? Last year, two girls were swept 
away. '"'1anjula! Oh! You're back, Sege-
ran. Now get your sister! Fetch her 
home!" 

Mani scoops some water from a clay 

interference. Just as no one would say 
that the world was interfering in the 
domestic affairs of Lebanon or Israel 
when it expressed its revulsion over the 
massacre at Shabra and Shatila. Similarly 
is condemning apartheid in South Africa 
interference in that country's domestic 
affairs? Is condemning the wanton 
killings of so-called criminals in Indonesia 
interference in Indonesian politics? Were 
other nations, organizations and indivi-
duals interfering in Chilean affairs when 
they expressed horror at the mass 
annihilation of dissidents in that country 
a few years ago? At a more specific level 
when groups and individuals the world 
over demand justice for Aquino, 
murdered on the tarmac of Manila airport 
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"My life has been one long struggle.'' 

pot and pours it into a kettle. She fills the 
stove with some kerosene and starts to 
boil the water. The six-month-old baby is 
still crying. Manjula appears at the front 
door with Segeran. 

"You naughty girl! You were sick yes-
terday. And now you 're running in the 
rain!" She takes a towel and dries the 
girl's hair. Then she forces the girl to 
drink some medicine. "Now stay here! I 
don't want you to run around!" She ties 
Manjula's leg to the bedpost. 

A skinny girl in school uniform 
appears at the door-step. "Maia! Are you 
wet? Quickly change your clothes! Oh! 
It's raining heavily now! Maia! Help me 
bring the pails! Put this there, on the bed! 

- how can they be accused of interfering 
in Philippine affairs? 

What all this means is that we should 
not allow repressive governments and 
dictatorial regimes to stand in the way of 
our humanity. True humanity knows no 
boundaries. The really great human being 
is one for whom the pain and anguish of 
another human being - wherever he is -
becomes a personal grief, a private 
sorrow. 

The time has come for all of us in 
ASEAN who are committed to the 
creation of more just and human societies 
to work together, to reinforce each other, 
to share each other's burdens, so that the 
tc)sk before us wi 11 be a I ittle I ighter and 
our journey will be a little easier• 



FOR SALE RENT 

SMALL cubicles to let in 
rumah haram, Tepi Laut, 
Penang. Share toilet and 
bath room (with 50 others) . 
No taps. Share polluted well. 
No electricity (kerosene 
lamps available at extra cost) . 
Flooded du ring' heavy rains. 
Also, rubbish and human 
faeces washed into your 
cubicle during high tides. 
Portable roof (just remove 
the bricks and planks from 
rusty zinc roof). Beware of 
flying zinc sheets during strong 
winds. Also, beware of coconuts 
crashing into your bed from 
two old trees swaying over roof. 
Reasonable rent: only ~45.00 
per month (otherwise, harass-
ment, insults, vulgar words, 
threats of violence, violence, 
and eviction). Book early to 
avoid disappointment. Contact: 
Landlord, tel. 123456 

Put the basin on the table! Put the pot on 
the cupboard there! It's leaking! Quick! 
Cover the pillows and the blankets with 
this plastic sheet! Oh! I hope the rain will 
stop soon!" 

"Maia! Take care of the baby. I'm 
going to prepare dinner." She washes the 
rice with some well water and then with 
tap water that she fetched from the pub-
1 ic stand-pipe a long distance away. She 
cooks the rice. And heats up the curry. 

"lt'I I be easier for me if my husband 
works. But he doesn't. I have to go out to 
work. Then when I'm back home I still 
have to do the hot,Jsehold chores. I really 
feel tired. My husband doesn't want to 
bathe the children or wash clothes. He 
only cooks once in a while. Yet when he 
was working and I wasn't, I had to bathe 
the children, clean the house, prepare the 
meals, wash clothes and do other chores! 
When I was late in serving him the meals 
he would get angry. And at times when I 
argued with him, he would beat me. 

Sometimes I was beaten for no appa-
rent reason. He was depressed. I was 
depressed too. We argued. And I was 

· "We have nowhere else to go." 

beaten. He used to punch or kick or whip 
me with his belt until I bled. But for the 
past two years, he has stopped beating 
me. I fought back." 

"Now I am the breadwinner. But see 
what I still have to do at home! If I com-
plain, we'll end up arguing and I'll get 
beaten. • · 

My I ife has been one long struggle. 
There are so many problems to overcome. 
Sometimes I think of ending my own life. 

Why is it that the rich are so powerful 
and cruel? Take our landlord. He owns a 
bungalow and a big piece of land abroad . 
Here, he builds houses on state land and 
lets out to ten families. Recently, he 
wanted to raise my rent from $35.00 to 
$45.00. We insisted that the roof be 
repaired first. He refused. So we paid the 
usual rent. He disconnected our electri-
city supply and started to harass us. 

He says I should sleep with him to 
settle the matter! They tried to beat us 
with brooms, like what they had done to 
evict their previous tenants. They threw 
stones at our roof when we were asleep. 

So we withheld paying rent." The 

landlord took the matter to court where 
the residents were ordered to pay the rent 
"arrears" and. vacate the premises, despite 
the fact that the landlord has no right to 
collect rent by letting squatter houses. 
The residents then appealed to a politi-
cian who proposed a solution. He told the 
residents to pay $45.00 per month to the 
landlord if they don't want to be evic-
ted. 

"What can we do? We can't find 
another place to stay. So now we're 
paying the new rent. A higher rent . And 
what do we get? A lot of rubbish. A roof 
that leaks over our heads. No electricity. 
Polluted well water. And a lot of frustra-
tion." 

"I don't know for how long I still have 
to suffer like this. I wonder when my 
children will grow up. It seems it will take 
a long, long time. By then, I wonder 
whether I will be dead or still alive ... "e 

Ng Soon Nye and T.C. Teoh 

Our guest writers are both concerned social 
activitists. 

TftANK GO~ FOR POVERTY! 
IT PROVIVE5 MY 
POLITICAL PlATFORM. 

THANK GOD, t=~ POVERTY! 
MY OCCUPATION IS TO 
STUDY It 

THANK GOD, ~OR·POVWY ! 
I WANT TO KEEP ALL 
THAT I ftAVE. 

I FEEL SO 
A~CJATED. 
THANKS, 600 ! 
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Yitai Statistics 

Most of us are aware that the bulk of 
our padi is grown in the Muda Plains 

in Kedah , the Sungei Kelantan delta, the 
Krian and Sungei Manik areas in Perak and 
the Tanjung Karang Plains in Selangor. 

But do we know where our meat, fish , 
vegetable and fruits come from? Table 1 
below indicates that most of our vege-
tables come from Pahang (Cameron High-
lands), Johore (Tangkak and Kulai), 
Perak (Kinta Valley), Selangor (Banting, 
Sungei Besi dan Cheras) and Kelantan . 

As for our fruits, it appears that most 
of our rambutans are grown in Kedah, 
Perak, Kelantan and Pahang and most of 
our durians in Kedah, Perak, Johore and 
Selangor. By far, Pahang leads the other 
states in the growing of bananas while 
pineapples are largely grown in Johore, 
watermelons in Kelantan, cempedak, 
mango and pomelo in Perak and cashew-
nut in Trengganu . 

Where Does 
Our Food 
Come From 

TABLE 1 

AREA (IN ACRES) UNDER FRUITS (1975) AND VEGETABLES (1975) 
Johore Kedah Kelantan Malacca Negeri Pahang Penang Perak Perlis Selangor Treng- Total 

Sembilan &P.W. ganu 

Vegetables 1,673 177 2,183 1,063 292 9,072 740 2,003 270 1,816 932 20,221 
Rambutan 2,776 4,020 3,664 1,232 1,127 3,508 1,159 4,990 339 2,784 1,638 27,237 
Durian 3,136 4,272 2,163 642 1,007 2,129 1,387 4,058 440 3,275 2,317 24,826 
Mango 278 888 725 178 102 390 49 1,669 44 124 466 4,913 
Banana 6,099 1,374 3,703 185 753 11 ,319 852 6,894 500 2,393 2,144 36,216 
Pineapple (dessert) 2,969 59 956 76 21 7 339 755 882 938 1,332 8,523 
Watermelon 680 52 2,292 58 282 189 21 202 400 93 806 5,075 
Cempedak 182 851 41 65 355 405 98 1,136 30 198 79 3,440 
Papaya 188 125 219 55 70 207 93 298 35 159 37 1,486 
Pomelo 41 141 129 9 63 109 25 553 13 115 13 1,211 
Cashew Nut 33 134 594 17 2 2,1 50 15 139 62 12,246 15,393 

TOTAL .. 18,873 13,984 , 17,384 3, 172 4,699 23,776 4,890 23,395 1,933 11,369 22,406 145,881 
----------- ------------
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TABLE· I I 

TYPES OF ANIMALS BY ST A TES 1 9 7 4 
PENINSULAR MALAYSIA-

States Buffalo Oxen Goats Sheep 
Johore 2,596 19,193 48,063 118 
Kedah 61,590 70,452 68,707 3,527 
Kelantan 46,692 103,805 26,388 18,745 
Malacca 19,105 12,132 27 ,636 136 
Negeri Sembilan 8,589 23,850 29,290 11,322 
Pahang 20,636 17,342 21 ,197 5,786 
Penang & P.W . ... 3,119 11,357 11 ,821 97 
Perak 11 ,923 27 ,209 39,957 865 
Perlis 4,097 6,920 7,693 251 
Selangor 2,716 23,497 18,897 436 
Trengganu . 22,922 47 ,514 10,720 1,674 

------------- ------------- ------------- ------·-------
Peninsular Malaysia .. 203,985 363,271 310,369 42,957 

------------ ------------- -------------

Swine 
94,064 
23,351 

7,214 
33,587 

147,246 
28,592 

169,519 
122,193 

903 
162,571 

756 
-------------

789,996 
-----------.. 

TABLE 111 

LANDINGS (IN TONS) 
OF MARINE FISH IN 

PENINSULAR MALAYSIA 
BY STATE, 1974 

State 

Perlis 13,296 
Kedah 41,966 
Penang and P.W. 26,244 
Perak 129,625 
Selangor. 86,807 
Negri Sembilan . . 309 
Malacca 1,317 
Kelantan 12,514 
Trengganu 58,779 
Pahang 18,687 
Johore 43,108 

--------------
TOTAL .. 432,652 

--------------
Table 11 shows t he types of animals 

by states. Most of our buffalo and oxen 
are reared in Kedah and Kelantan and to 
a lesser degree, Terengganu . The goats are 
to be found largely in Johore, Kedah and 
Terengganu while sheep pr inci pally in 
Kelantan and Negeri Sembilan. The sw ine 
populat ion is understandably highest in 
west-coast states Ii ke Penang, Negeri Sem-
bi Ian and Selangor where the majority 
of our Chinese population is dom iciled. 

• The various t ables have been adapted from S. Selvadurai, Agriculture in Peninsular Malaysia, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Kuala Lumpur : 1979 

Final ly, in Table 111 , we compare 
landings of marine fish in the count ry . 
Perak (Pulau Pangkor and Kuala Kurau) 
which has some 16,000 fisherm en leads 
the country. Selangor (Pulau Ketam) 
comes next, followed by Terengganu 
(Kual a Terengganu, Kuala Kemaman, 
Kuala Dungun), then Johore (Muar, 

· Batu Pahat , Mersing) . Although many 
fishermen are also to be found in Ke lan-
tan, however the landings they make are 
less because of the more t rad itional 
methods uti lised . 

Remember, however, that much work 
is involved in producing these foodstuff. 
And although , as we are aware, food 
prices are constantly ris ing, this does not 
mean that the food producers are necessa-
rily gaining higher incomes. Our fisher-
men, for instance, are among the poorest. 
Their incidence of poverty, according to 
the Mid-Term Review of the 4th Malay-
sian Plan , is 43.5 percent. And although 
much government funds have been 
channelled for food production pu rposes, 
the lot of our food producers has not 
improved much. We are wel l aware of the 
maladmin istration of MAJUTE RNAK 
and MAJ U I KAN and of the ro le played 
by middlemen • 

- Loh Kok Wah 
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Perpaduan 

Mencari Asas Perpaduan 
P ada 11 Ogos yang lalu, Dr. Tan Chee 

Beng, ahli jawatankuasa ALIRAN, 
telah membentangkan kertas-kerja yang 
berjodol "Mencari Asas Perpaduan 
Masyarakat Malaysia" di seminar lntegrasi 
Nasional anjuran Persatuan Mahasiswa 
Fakulti Sains Kemasyarakan dan Ke-
manusiaan, Universiti Kebangsaan 
Malaysia. 

Dalam kertas-kerja tersebut, beliau 
menegaskan bahawa, "persaingan eko-
nomi adalah satu faktor yang mengakibat-
kan ketegangan perhubungan kaum". Per-
saingan ini, sebenarnya, berlaku diperingc 
kat el it antara kapital is Melayu dan 
kapitalis bukan Melayu. Elit-elit menggu-
nakan isu-isu perkauman untuk menjamin-
kan perkembangan ekonomi masing-ma-
sing. Pendekatan perkauman adalah ideo-
logi yang direkakan oleh elit-elit agar rak-
yat yang miskin terus bergantung pada 
pemimpin-pemimpin kaum mereka. lni 
adalah satu cara yang berkesan untu k 
mengekal kan kuasa golongan yang me-
memerentah. 

ltulah sebabnya, kata Dr. Tan, "untuk 
memupuk perpaduan kita harus sedar ba-
hawa bukanlah orang China atau India 
yang menghalang kemajuan orang Melayu; 
bukanlah orang Melayu yang mengakibat-
kan kemiskinan atau pengangguran di-
kalangan kaum Cina, kaum India dan 
lain-lain. Yang mengakibatkan masalah-
masalah ini ialah sistem sosio-ekonomik 
kita sendiri." 

Selain daripada sistem sosio-ekonomik 
dan sistem politik, beliau juga menilaikan 
konsep asimilasi sebagai falsafah perpa-
duan. Berikut ialah sebahagian daripada 
kertas-kerja beliau :-Dasar asimilasi ada-
lah tidak wajar. Negara ini berbilang bang-
sa dan struktur dimografiknya juga unik, 
di mana bilangan ahl i kaum-kaum "mino-
riti" adalah besar. Assimilasi hanya akan 
mengukuhkan kedudukan politik per-
kauman dan memburukkan perhubungan 
kaum. 

Sebenarnya, proses "PeMalaysiaan" 
sentiasa berlaku tanpa paksaan politik. 
Dengan tidak langsung individu meng-
alami proses semulajadi ini yang terhasil 
dari pengalaman duduk bersama di sebuah 
negara. Proses ini menghasil kan semangat 
Malaysia, yakni ahli-ahli semua kaum 
mengidentifikasikan diri dengan negara 
dan mempunyai kesedaran nasio-
nal. Pengalaman hidup bersama juga 
membawa kepada penyerapan unsur-

' unsur budaya berbeza. Dengan itu, proses 
PeMalaysian juga membawa akulturasi . 
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Misalnya, bahasa-bahasa Cina, mem-
punyai kata-kata bahasa Melavu; sebalik-
nya juga adalah benar. Penyerapan sama 
juga terl ihat dalam makanan. Setengah-se-
tengah kelompok dari kaum Cina dan 
kaum India, misalnya Baba Melaka dan 
Chitty Melaka, telah menerima lebih ban-
yak akulturasi sehi ngga mereka berbual 
dalam bahasa Melayu sesama sendiri. Jika 
akulturasi dimajukan dengan paksaan, 
memang tidak akan berjaya. Sebal i knya 
justeru, ia akan mengancam proses memu-
p u k perpaduan masyarakat. Secara 
amnya, proses kesedaran dan proses akul-
turasi sentiasa memajukan kesedaran dan 
budaya nasional. Waiau pun begitu jika 
polarisasi kaum sentiasa bertambah teruk 
ia akan menghalang proses PeMalaysia~ 
ini . Jika kita ingin ketarakan satu dasar 
budaya nasional, aspek-aspek ini serta 
nilai-nilai universal tiap-tiap kaum harus 
dipertekankan. lni akan membiakan bu-
daya nasional yang semulajadi. 

I ntegrasi rakyat harus berdasarkan 
akomodasi ataupun penyesuaian, di manc1 
kaum-kaum dapat bertolak-ansur. Misal-
nya, Bahasa Malaysia telah diteri ma seba-
gai bahasa nasional dan bahasa rasmi, dan 
tiap-tia'p kaum dapat mengekal kan baha-
sa ibunda mereka. Masalahnya ialah kera-
jaan tidak dapat menyakinkan orang 
ramai tentang peluang mempelajari 
bahasa ibunda di sekolah-sekolah kerajaan. 
Pelaksanaan sistem POL (Pupil's Own 
Language) masih kurang seriu s dan masih 
mengl!?adapi masalah seperti kekurangan 
guru, lambat memula klas-klas dan lain-
-lain. 

Islam adalah agama Persekutuan, dan 
kebebasan berugama dijamin oleh Perlem-
bagaan. Hingga beberapa tahun yang 
lalu, agama tidaklah merupakan isu peng-
halang perpaduan. Dewasa ini, gejala 
polarisasi kaum boleh dilihat dalam 
isu-isu agama. Agama ditafsirkan dengan 
sempit dan eksklusif, dengan menghalang 
pergaulan di antara yang berla inan agama. 
lni amat menyedihkan. 

Dalam memajukan konsep lslamisasi, 
kerajaan menerangkan bahawa tujuannya 
bukanlah mengislamkan semua rakyat, 
tetapi untuk menegaskan nilai-nilai Islam 
yang universal dalam pentadbiran keraja-
an. Tetapi, nilai-nilai universal seperti 
kejujuran, sayang-menyayangi, ketekunan 
dan kerajinan juga wujud dalam tradisi 
kaum lain. Bagi yang bukan Islam, nilai-
nilai ini lebih wajar dan berkesan dimaju-
kan melalui tradisi kepercayaan mereka 
sendiri, dan bukan di bawa cogan kata 
i slamisasi yang a mat membi mbangkan 
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mereka. Yang penting ialah sari, bukan 
nama dan bentuk. 

Pembentukan "negara Islam" akan 
menghebatkan polarisasi kaum. Yang bu-
kan Islam tidak dapat menerima pentad-
biran Islam meskipun pejuang-pejuang 
"neg~ra lslqm" merestui kebebasan ber-
agama; bukan kerana yang bukan Islam 
menghinakan Islam, tetapi kerana mereka 
sangsi akan semangat demokratik 
pejuang-pejuang tersebut yang kini mem-
perlihatkan gejala-gejala pelampauan 
agama (religious extremism). 

Kebanyakan penduduk-penduduk 
Malaysia suka menganalisa isu-isu, ter-
masu k yang ·tidak berbau perk au man, dari 
segi perkau man . Melalui sosialisasi, 
pemikiran perkauman ini diwariskan ke-
pada jenerasi yang baru. Kita tahu baha-
wa apabila seorang budak baru masuk se-
kolah, ianya mungkin sudah ada sedikit 
sikap perkauman yang ia sendiri mungkin 
tidak menyedari. Di seko lah menengah, 
mungkin sikap tersebut menjadi lebih 
hebat, dan terus mendalam di peringkat 
universiti dan pada masa bekerja. Pengala-
man dan pengaruh yang tertentu akan 
m emperkuatkan si kap perkau man itu. 
Walaupun bagitu, ada juga sebilang kecil 
yang tidak bersi kap perkauman enggan 
menerima sikap perkauman. Malangnya 
suara mereka kurang dipedulikan. Orang 
ramai masih lebih suka mendengar suara 
perkauman. Ada yang tidak berani men-
gemukakan fikiran yang tidak berkauman 
kerana takut degelari "buang bangsa", 
"angkat Melayu", "angkat Cina" dan 
lain-lain. lnilah masyarakat kita. 

Untuk memajukan perpaduan, faktor-
faktor sosio-ekonomik dan sosio-politik 
yang menghalang perpaduan harus di-
hapuskan dulu. Sikap perkauman (faktor 
kognitif) tidak dapat dihapuskan selagi 
struktur-struktur sosio-ekonomik da . 
politik yang wujud sekarang tidak diubah. 
lni tidak bermakna sikap perkauma , 



bergantung dengan sepenuhnya pada 
kewujudan faktor-faktor socio-ekonomik 
dan politik. Keadaan struktur-struktur 
so io-ei<onomi dan politik boleh mem-
b;:, f kiran perkauman. Tetapi sesudah 
fikiran perkauman menjadi biasa, ia akan 
kekal meskipun keadaan sosio-ekonomik 
sudah berubah. Oleh itu, fikiran per-
kauman harus juga dihapuskan secara 
langsung, dan bukan hanya dengan 
mengubah sistem sosio-ekonomi dan 
politik . 

Tetapi menghapuskan faktor-faktor ini 
bukan perkara yang senang. Dalam hal 
ini, peranan kerajaan sangat . penting. 
Selagi kerajaan tidak serius menghadapi 
masalah-masalah perpaduan, perpaduan 
yang sebenar tidak akan tercapai. Adakah 
kerajaan ingin mengubah dasar ekonomi-
nya? Adakah kerajaan berani menghapus-
kan politik perkauman? Mungkin bila 
pengundi menjad-i kurang berkauman, 
barulah corak sistem politik kita dapat 
berubah . Perkembangan ini tidak ke-
lihatan . Selagi politik perkauman kekal, 
bemikiran perkauman akan terus kekal. 

Memang kerajaan ada bertindak untuk 
mengelak ketegangan perkauman. Kuota-
kuota yang melampau pernah dibetulkan, 
tJan subsidi-subsidi ada diberi kepada 
petani-petani . Tetapi tindakan ini hanya 
tJipermukaan (superficial) dan tidak dapat 
bett..il-betul menyelesaikan masalah eko-
nomi dan ketegangan kaum. 

Dalam mencari asas perpaduan, keraja-
an perlu menaati prinsip demokrasi dan 
keadilan, amanah dan kejujuran. Kalau 

l

korupsi wujud, bagaimanakah boleh 
kemiskinan dan ketegangan perkauman 
dibasmikan? Kalau kerajaan tidak demok-
ratik, bagaimanakah dapat kita harapkan 
kerajaan mempedul i kan suara-suara dari 
luar kerajaan? Bagai manakah dapat persa-
tuan-persatuan dan orang ramai memberi 
pendapat kalau akhbar-akhbar dikawal 
oleh kerajaan dan berita-berita dihadkan? 

Badan-badan di luar kerajaan harus 
mamain peranan yang penting untuk 
memajukan perpaduan. Persatuan-persa-
tuan NGO (Non-Governmental Organiza-
tions) seperti Aliran, Persatuan-Persatuan 
Pengguna, I nsan, Persatuan Pel ajar dan 
lain-lain harus menyumbang kepada kese-
daran sosial di kalangan orang ramai. 
Mereka harus menentang perkauman dan 
ketidakadi Ian. 

Mencari perpaduan, satu perjuangan 
yang susah dan memakan masa, adalah 
tanggungjawab kita semua. lni perjuangan 
yang susah dan agak lama. Jikalau ke-
banyakan orang Malaysia mempunyai 
kesedaran sosial yang bererti, tidak 
menyokong politik perkauman, dan 
menentang kegiatan kerajaan yang tidak 
adil, saya percaya politik perkauman 
dapat dihapuskan, dan banyak perubahan 
dapat dibuat demi kepentingan perpa-
duan. Tetapi mirip ini tidak kelihatan 
sekarang ini. Kita harus berjuang mem-
pertahankan demokrasi negara ini • 

Other Voices 

Malaysian Employers 
Federation 

(MEF) 

They have also abused political power 
and the law to perpetuate their position 
as the ruling party without any genuine 

At its Silver Jubilee National Con- interest in the welfare of the ordinary 
rakyat. Two examples are the recent 

ference held recently, the Malaysian amendments to the Penal Code at the 
Employers' Federation (MEF) expressed 
the need for a more direct involvement of behest of UMNO in Kelantan and Treng-

ganu and the usurpation in 1977 of the the private sector in national planning. It 
called for an effective and ongoing part- legally-elected PAS government in Kelan-
nership with the Government in which tan by using emergency powers. The 

recent constitutional amendments crisis the private sector is able to influence the 
national planning authorities as regards has even more clearly shown UMNO's dis-
business investment, total employment, regard of laws (though enacted by 
cost of production, internal and interna- th emselves) in pursuit of their own 
tional competitiveness and other matters intereSt . 
vital to the growth of the national econo- Further, blatant discrimination in 
my. implementation of government policies 

As the Government has accorded the have strongly contributed to disunity 
. . among the people especially among 

manufacturing secto~ a key role in the Muslims and Malays. The actions leading 
economy of generating growth and em- to such disunity are based on UMNO's 
ployment and the attainment of NEP ob- . decision that the party controls the 
jectives, the private sector might be ,., Government, which justifies various 
allowed to contribute to key areas of eco- forms of favouritism for UMNO members 
nomic planning. On its part, the private or supporters and leads to discrimination 
sector will maintain the capacity for against opposition groups, particularly 
making an effective contribution to na- PAS. 
tional planning for the economy. Similarly Government agencies and 

One important suggestion that public institutions especially mosques are 
controlled and run by UMNO in their 

emerged from the Conference is the own interests. Imams and members of the 
secondment of chief executives from Jawatankuasa Kariah are appointed from 
private sector corporations to work for among UMNO supporters, regardless of 
the Government for a certain period. It Islamic requirements or qualifications. 
is envisaged that 4 or 5 Malaysian chief This has given rise to conflicts between 
executives of the highest integrity and those who insist on religious conditions 
ability could take leave from their corn- being met and those who uphold the 
panies in order to assist the Government wishes of UMNO as the ruling party. In 
in national planning for 1 year, particu- this essentially religious conflict, PAS has 
larly when the 5 year Plans are being been made a scapegoat, being accused of 
finalized. According to MEF, this could using religion for political ends. 
be a worthy example of private section- UMNO leaders interpret Islam accord-
public sector partnership in national de-
velopment• ing to their own understanding and not 

by reference to legitimate sources or 
commonly accepted rules, often adopting 
western labels and the terminology of the 
enemies of Islam. Therefore it is only 
proper for PAS to promote the welfare of 
the Muslim community, to defend the 
integrity of Islamic teachings, and to 
explain the Islamic position based on the 
Ouran and Sunnah. 

Parti Islam Se-Malaysia 
(PAS) 

In August 1984, Parti Islam Se-
Malaysia sent a Memorandum to the 
Minister of Home Affairs protesting 
against the detention of 3 leaders of PAS 
Youth movement and demanding their 
unconditional release or open trial in a 
Court of law. Recently 2 of the detainees 
were released under conditions of res-
tricted residence. The following is a 
summary of the PAS Memorandum:-

With the achievement of Merdeka, 
UMNO adopted a western form of 
government without considering its suit-
ability for Muslims in this country. This 
system of government has led inevitably 
to the factionalism of parties and groups. 
UMNO leaders then promoted secularism 
in Muslim society and, by stressing the 
separation of religion from politics, caused 
confusion and disunity among Muslims. 
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But the Barisan Government constant-
ly sets up undemocratic obstruction such 
as interference with PAS activities by the 
Police and prohibition of public places 
from being used by PAS. Often PAS 
followers who use their houses for party 
gatherings are threatened by J K K K, the 
Police and penghulus. When the UMNO 
leadership is no longer able to conceal 
their failings and misdeeds, they resort 
to force and abuse of laws Ii ke the I SA. 

The detention of 3 leaders of PAS 
Youth viz Sdr. Abu Bakar Chii, Sdr. 
Mohamed Sabu and Sdr. Buniyamin 
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Yaakub, on suspicion of activities leading 
to disunity among Malays and Muslims, is 
an abuse of power and a violation of 
basic human rights. Their activities were 
nothing more than speaking at party 
rallies and explaining to the public the 
party's struggle as based on its constitu-
tion. It is true they attacked the Govern-
ment and UMNO in their speeches and 
canvassed for support for PAS but is this 
an offence or a moral wrong-doing? If 
they have really carried out seditious 
activities and caused religious conflict in 
society, are there not specific laws under 
which they can be tried before a Judge? 
Are their plain and strong words more 
dangerous than the actions of the UMNO 
leaders who have attempted to deprive 
the Malay Rulers of their powers and who 
have disparaged Islam as unsuitable for 
the present age? 

The charge against the detainee, reli-
gious teacher Ustaz Gahzali Hasbullah, 
that he has propagated misleading Islamic 
teachings further shows the lack of under-
st;mding of the Government. Who is to 
decide that his religious teachings are 
misleading, the Police or the Mufti? If he 
is clearly shown by religious exposition to 
be issuing misleading teachings, then he 
would certainly correct his understanding 
and viewpoints of Islam. 

His detention under the ISA without 
trial shows the oppressive attitude of the 
Government while exposing their action 
as unconnected with national security, 
what more with protecting the integrity 
of Islam. Such unjust actions of the 
Government will surely bring disastrous 
consequences upon the country and 
clearly pose a threat to the peace and 
security of the rakyat . 

In view of the above, we demand 
that:-

all those who have been detained 
without the right of trial be forthwith 
released unconditionally and be brought 
before a Court of law; the PAS leaders 
who have been detained recently be 
forthwith released without condition or 
be tried in a Court of law• 

Haji Yusof Rawa 
Yang Di Pertua, PAS 

Democratic Action Party 
(OAP) 

On 20th August 1984, Sdra . Lim Kit 
Siang, Parliamentary opposition leader, 
wrote to the Prime Minister asking 
for firm disciplinary action to be taken 
against Datuk Harris Salleh, the Sabah 
Chief Minister for allegedly violating 
Article 6(5) of the Sabah State Cons-
titution which prohibits a Chief 
Minister from actively engaging in 
commercial enterprise. According to the 
records of certain companies doing 
business in Sabah, Datuk Harris Salleh 
wps a director of 3 companies during his 
t"e'hure as sabah Chief Minister. 
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Subsequently, when no action was 
taken by the Prime Minister, the OAP 
commenced a civil suit in the Sabah 
High Court seeking a declaration that 
Datuk Harris Salleh had violated the 
Sabah State Constitution as earlier al-
leged. The decision of the High Court is 
awaited within the next few months. 

On 26th August 1984, allegedly on the 
orders of the Sabah Chief Minister, Sdra. 
Lim Kit Siang was forcibly deported from 
Kota Kinabalu as a prohibited immigrant 
while on his way to Sandakan to repeat 
his parliamentary speech criticizing the 
Report of the Committee of Privileges on 
the Fung - Harris Sal leh dispute. The 
OAP contends that under Clause 67 of 
the Immigration Act, the Sabah State 
Government has no power to restrict the 
entry of a Malaysian into Sabah if he 
was entering the State, 'for the sole 
purpose of engaging in legitimate political 
activity', which Sdra. Lim was doing as a 
Leader of the Opposition and Secretary-
General of the party . . 

The OAP contends that under Clause 
66 of the Immigration Act 'a member of 
any Commission or Council established 
by the Federal Constitution' is exempted 
from obtaining a permit to enter Sabah . 
Therefore the Sabah State Government 
has no power to prohibit Sdra. Lim, as 
MP and Leader of the Opposition i.e. a 
member of a Council established by the 
Federal Constitution, from entering 
Sabah . Court proceedings are now 
pending in Sabah for a declaration that 
the deportation of Sdra. Lim Kit Siang 
from Sabah on 26th August was ultra 
vires, void and an abuse of power. 

The OAP has also described the en-
forcement of the new Printing Presses 
and Pub I ications Act with effect from 1 st 
September 1984 as a 'grave threat to free-
dom of the Press and freedom of speech 
and expression . The wide powers con-
ferred on the Minister of Home Affairs to 
clamp,t down on publications under the 
Act were particularly objectionable. 

Further the OAP criticized the new 
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rates payable on publishing permits 
(KON) vi z $3,000/- for dailies, $2,000/-
for publications of 5 or 6 issues a week, 
$1,000/- for publications of 2-4 issues a 
week, $800 /- for weeklies, $500/- for 
publications 2 or 3 issues a month, 
$400 /- for monthlies and $300/- for 
publications issued less than one a month . 
It was suggested that the rates be reduced 
generally; that political parties be exemp-
ted from payment; and that the rates 
should be graduated according to the 
circulation of individual publications• 

Socialist Democratic Party 
The Socialist Democratic Party has 

launched a nationwide postcard campaign 
to oppose the development of Bukit 
China in Malacca. These postcards have 
been distributed to the public for sending 
to the Prime Minister to register their 
opposition to the levelling of the Bukit 
China cemetery. Sdr. Fan Yew Teng, 
Secretary-General of SOP, maintains that 
for historical, cultural, religious and social 
reasons, Bukit China as a symbol of 
longstanding Malay-Sino friendship in our 
country shou Id be left as it is. 

The feelings and wishes of the Chinese 
community with regard to the pr-eserva-
tion of Bukit China should be respected . 
Bukit China, it is asserted, should not be 
viewed from the commercial or economic 
angle for it embodies the spirit and soul 
of a whole community which money 
cannot buy. 

As to the claim by the Malacca Chief 
Minister that there is no more land in 
Malacca Town for commercial and 
housing development, Sdr. Fan suggests 
that the area of Malacca Town be 
extended by law in the direction of Ayer 
Keroh and Bukit Baharu . He added that 
the most ideal site in Malacca State for 
low-cost and medium-cost housing 
development would be the sprawling 
Ayer Keroh golf course which should be 
acquired by the State Government for 
this purpose• 

Gan Teik Chee 



Human Rights 

World Round 

U.S.A. - Bias in U.S. Human 
Rights Country Reports 

.-111!1!~~----------_::::i In February 1984 the U.S. D~prt-
1983 World Press Freedom 

The December 1983 issue of the Inter-
national Press Institute (IP I) Report con-
cludes that "throughout the world, press 
freedom continues to take a turn for the 
worse." In many countries, numerous 
journalists and editors have been brought 
before courts and sentenced to heavy 
fines or stiff terms of imprisonment, 
whilst some nations "prefer more direct 
measures like the bullet". Elsewhere, 
journalists and writers face other dangers, 
but their plight rarely comes to light . The 
role of the journalist has never been 
harder than it is today, yet too I ittle is 
reported in the free world's press. IP I 
states that "i t is the task of the media t o 
lead the battle in the defence of freedom 
of expression" to ultimately influence 
public opinion and governments more 
positively• 

Torture in the Eighties 

A 263-page report published in April 
1984 by Amnesty International (Al) cites 
evidence of torture committed in 98 
countries and has determined that more 
than a third of the world's governments 
have used or permitted the use of torture 
during the 1980s. Torture is usually part 
of state-controlled machinery to suppress 
dissent. The rationale for torture has been 
isolation , humiliation and the impo-
sition of psychological torment and 
physical pain to eliminate a person's 
power of resistance. Amongst the coun-
tries from which Al has in this decade 
received persistent reports of torture and 
i I I-treatment are Afghanistan, Chile, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Libya, The 
Philippines, south Africa, South Korea, 
Sri Lanka, Syria, Turkey, USSR and 
Zimbabwe• 

ment of State released its Country Re-
ports on Human Rights Practices for 1983 
after examining the status of "interna-
tionally - recognised human rights" in 
various countries. In March, a few U.S. 
human rights groups issued a Critique of 
the Reports. Whilst congratulating the 
State · Department for its efforts in pro-
viding "reliable and comprehensive in-
formation about human rights abuses", 
the Critique pointed out that the Reports 
"suffer from political bias". Such bias is 
ev ident from the language used to des-
cribe source of information about the 
abuses, referring to "allegations" or 
"claims" of abuses in countries that are 
aligned with the U.S., whilst sources in 
countries hostil e to the U.S. are described 
as "credible reports" or "reliable re-
ports". Doubt has also been cast by the 
Reports upon the objectivity of organisa-
tions which are on the one hand acknow-
ledgel as reliable but said to be "often 
critical of the government". Some groups' 
findings have even been distorted and dis-
credited. Abuses by some governments 
aligned with the U.S. are suggested to be 
in response to anti-government vio-
lence," by giving the false impression that 
those countries are seething with violence 
despite the actual fact of only very few 
terrorist incidents and the generally 
peacefu I nature of anti-government pro-
tests and dissent. The Critique expressed 
much regret at the U.S. Government's 
lack of interest in shaping its foreign 
policy to conform to its own findings of 
fact - "The recognition and acknow-
ledgement of human rights violations is 
but a first step. The real test of the 
Government's human rights po licy will be 
its willingness to develop a comprehensive 
policy shaped to the world situation it 
has reported . "e 
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Up 
South-East Asia-Survey of Trade 
Unionism 

A recent survey conducted by corres-
pondents of a news service reveals that 
government control, disunity among 
unions and public apathy have weakened 
the labour movements and stifled their 
growth. 

Only 16% of the total labour force of 
109 million workers is unionized. 

Indonesia - only 13 million out of a 
total of 60 million workers are organised. 
About one million workers live on a wage 
of US $10/- a month without any fringe 
benefits. 

Malaysia - only 612,000 are unionised 
out of a work force of 6 million. Philip-
pines - Only 2.2 million out of a total 
work force of 18 million are unionized. 
The daily minimum wage is about 
US$2/-, though -labour leaders say that a 
worker needs more than double that wage 
to cover basic needs. 

Singapore - approximately 25% of the 
workers are unionized. 

Thailand - only 240,000 out of a 
total of 24 million workers are unionized. 
Rivalry among union leaders and military 
intervention in union affairs have weaken-
ed the national labour movement• 

India - New Rape Law Criticized 

A number of women's organisations 
have criticised the amendments to India's 
rape law as being inadequate, since va-
rious recommendations of the Law Com-
mission were not incorporated . These 
included a mandatory medical examina-
tion for both the victim and the accused, 
that police be required to record a rape 
case if a complaint is made, and that the 
victim's relatives or a representative of a 
women's group or a social welfare group 
be allowed to be present when the vic-
tim's testimony is recorded by the police. 
Some women M.P's tried to include in the 
law the concept of "power rape" or "eco-
nomic rape", pointing out that the great-
est number of rapes is committed by 
landlords, forest contractors or the like 
against poor women over whom they 
have a direct economic hold• 

Kampuchea - Khmer Rouge 
Atrocities 

A report based on interviews with sur-
vivors and presented to the National As-
sembly of Cambodia estimated that 
2,746,105 people were killed by" the 
Khmer Rouge regime (1975-79). It was 
not clear how many of the victims were 
executed or died of starvation or disease. 
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The report said that 568,663 people were 
missing, 141,848 people were crippled 
and 200,000 children were orphaned . 
Material destruction was caused to 
634,522 dwellings, 5,857 schools, 796 
hospitals and 1,968 pagodas. Many pago-
das and mosques were converted into 
prisons or fertilizer depots• 

Laos - Human Rights Situation 
A South-East Asian journal that de-

voted a special issue to Laos reports that 
people seem more at ease materially arid 
mentally than they did three or four 
years ago. However, privately there is still 
much uneasiness about the lack of a con-
stitution and the fact that laws and judi-
cial procedures have not been codified. 
The possibility of arbitrary arrests still 
evokes fear. Although the government has 
released the majority of those former 
officials and soldiers detained in 1975 -
77, several thousand still remain confined 
to remote areas • 

Tibet - National Uprising Day 
Statement 

On the 25th Anniversary of the Ti-
betan uprising against Chinese rule, the 
Dalai Lama issued a statement from his 
place of exile in India : 

"Despite [certain improvements in] 
recent changes, the situation in Tibet is 
far from satisfactory. The freedom of re-
ligions worship [has improved] by res-
toring a few of the destroyed monaste-
ries, but obstructions are still placed on 
those entering the monastic order and 
those who start to teach, study and prac-
tise the Dharma. The Tibetan language is 
[still] not used in the administration of 

" • the affairs of the country or its economic 

management. A campaign of terror has 
been unleashed in Tibet, making the 
people live in a state of anxiety and 
fear. Until now, the number of Tibetans 
killed in action, executed, starved to 
death, tortured to death, and driven to 
suicide, add up to one million deaths. We 
must struggle with greater determination 
and dedication to regain the right to 
govern ourselves, which is justly ours and 
enjoyed by people the world over .. . "e 
Thailand - Protection of Women's 
Rights 

In· response to prob !ems of sexual 
inequality in job opportunities and legal 
rights, the Friends of Women group 
recently set up the Women's Rights Pro-
tecti.)n Centre. Its purpose is to give 
advice and assistance to women in rela-
tion to employment, marriage, property 
management, legal actions, contracts and 
similar matters. It will provide lawyers for 
low-income women who are suffering 
injustices "due to their femininity"• 

Transkei - President Denounces 
Apartheid Independence Scheme 

Kaiser Matanzi ma, President of the 
first black homeland to accept "inde-
pendence" has denounced the status as 
a fraud . Transkei had accepted the offer 
from South Africa in 1976, followed by 
Bophuthatswana, Venda and Ciskei . 
Matanzima said that the status made a 
mockery of true freedom and explained 
that he spoke out of desperation, appa-
rently due to Transkei 's continued econo-
mic difficulties and lack of international 
aid and recognition. He has severed diplo-
matic relations with the South African 
government in 1978. Since 1977, Trans-
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kei has been subject to the strictest secu-
rity legislation, with the police having 
virtually unchecked powers to control 
any political activity• 

Turkey - New Press Restrictions 
Turkey's National Security Council 

has adopted a controversial new law that 
imposes severe restrictions on the 
country's press. A publication that prints 
an article deemed to be a threat to na-
tional security or public morality will be 
subject to closure for up to one month. 
Newspapers and magazines will also face 
confiscation of their printing equipment 
if an article is judged to threaten the 
unity of the state or the principles of the 
republic. Special permission is now re-
quired to publish articles by foreign 
nationals. The law also provides for 
imprisonment and fines for individuals 
smuggling into or distributing within 
Turkey publication printed in foreign 
countries that are considered hostile to 
the state. Adoption of the law was in 
November 1983, less than a month after 
the election of the first civi I ian govern-
ment in over three years. Many observers 
expected the military government to 
delay operation of the law to give the 
reconstituted legislature an opportunity 
to review the new legislation • 

United Kingdom - 1984 Campaign 
for Freedom of Information 

The 1984 Campaign for Freedom of 
Information in the U. K. which was set up 
earlier this year currently consists of 
about 35 organisations and is still 
growing. The Campaign is pressing for a 
statutory right of access to information 
held by all levels of government and by 
other public-sector bodies. Other than 
exempted areas protecting personal 
privacy (eg. tax reports, social security 
records) and certain types of trade and 
military secrets, the Campaign believes 
that all other information should be avail-
able upon request, both from government 
at all levels and from organisations pro-
viding public utilities, as well as from 
organisations in the private sector (eg. 
pesticide manufacturers). There is also 
demand for repeal of the Official Secrets 
Act, especially Section 2 which makes it 
an offence to disclose any official infor-
mation without express permission. The 
Campaign states that the Act was passed 
very hastily in 1911 and successive 
governments have agreed that section 2, 
at least, should be rewritten. Once in 
power, governments become reluctant to 
act on thise 

("Most items have been excerpted from Vol. 
9, No. 3 (Dec. 1983 - Feb. 1984) and Vol. 9, 
No. 4 (March - June 1984) of the Human 
rights Internet Reporter, published in Washing-
ton, D .C., U.S.A. by an international communi-
cation network on human rights). 
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CURRENT COMMENT 
A record of Allran's ~omplete press statements 

made in the preceding months 

ISA Detainees 

Aliran is pleased to 
learn that the number of detainees under 
the Internal Security Act (ISA) has been 
decreasing from 668 in 1980 to 4 70 in 
1981 to 282 in 1982 to 196 last year and 
to 168 at present. We hope that this trend 
will continue. 

However, Aliran is also aware that 
there are a number of individuals under 
ISA who have been in detention for long 

, years. Their periods of detention range 
from 7 to 14 years. Some of them are 
said to be very ill. 

Aliran urges the government to release 
these and other detainees as soon as 
possible. Since it will take some time to 
review their cases before any action can 
be taken, the government should consider 
setting the 10th of December 1984 -
which is Human Rights Day - as the day 
for their release. 

the pub I ic on the state of I SA detainees. 
This is in line with the democratic 
principle of accountability. 

14 September 1984 
Osman Ibrahim 

Treasurer 

such ifTl.portance should have been guided 
by the probe findings - apart from the 
views of the Bank's auditors. Besides, 
shouldn't the public also have a say since 
what is involved here is a bank owned by 
a state enterprise? 

Even the decision to bring in Petronas 
to rescue Bank Bumiputra should have 
been made after the completion of the 
inquiry. For the government is indirectly 
committing the nation's most significant 
revenue earner (Petroleum) to a troubled 
Bank which may never be able to 
extricate itself from the mess it has got 
into. 

At the same time, the government 
should begin a comprehensive review of 
the ISA. The aim must be to abolish the 
ISA. For the ISA remains the one main 
psychological obstacle to the growth of a 
more participatory democracy. It deters 
many thinking, concerned citizens from 
involving themselves totally in the 
struggle to achieve social justice for no 
one knows what the limits of legitimate 
dissent are. 

"All right, you guys, let's get organized!!" 

Since it is unlikely that the ISA will 
be abolished in the near future, Aliran 
would Ii ke to suggest certain safeguards 
in the implementation of that law. 

One, a member of the Parliamentary 
opposition should sit in the board that 
reviews ISA cases. Independent, respected 
public figures should also be included in 
the review board. 

Two, the government should be 
required to accept automatically the 
recommendations of the review board . 
This is because one expects a review 
board to have taken into account all 
aspects of a particular case - including 
the security dimension - before it makes 
a recommendation to the government. 

Three, if, however, in spite of the 
recommendations of the review board, 
the government is still insistent on 
keeping an individual in detention, it 
must present its case to Parliament. 
Parliament must have the final say in such 
a case. 

Four, the government must present 
annually a sufficiently detailed report to 
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Petronas Taking Over 
Bank Bumiputra 

While no one disputes 
the ~ed to salvage Bank Bumiputra 
Malaysia (BBM), Aliran only wishes that 
the government was equally earnest about 
revealing the entire truth behind the 
Bumiputra Malaysia Finance (BMF) 
scandal in Hong Kong which has been 
described as "one of the greatest financial 
scandals of the century". 

It is worth noting, in this connection, 
that the interim report on the BMF probe 
was sent to the government more than 3 
weeks ago. The Cabinet is supposed to 
have discussed the report and yet it has 
not been made public to this day. An 
assurance that it will be out soon is not 
enough. The public demands that the 
report be released immediately, w ithout 
any censoring. 

In a sense, some of the measures aimed 
at restricting Bank Bumiputra and 
strengthening its financial base have made 
a mockery of the BM F probe. What is the 
point of a probe, if a decision has already 
been made to write off problem loans 
totalling 1 billion? Surely, a decision of 
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After all, even now government leaders 
and Bank Bumiputra officials are not able 
to say how much of the loans are 
expected to be recovered and how much 
is still outstanding. 

By merely engaging in 'salvaging 
operations' the government will not be 
able to prove its integrity in the BMF 
scandal. 

15 September 1984 

*** 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

Declaration on Corruption 

Aliran has been in-
formed that the joint declaration on the 
problem of corruption in Malaysia signed 
by nine organisations is receiving the 
attention of the Prime Minister. 

The declaration was sent to the Prime 
Mii:iister on Sept. 12. This declaration 
was adopted on Sept. 9 by the following 
public interest societies and political 
parties: Ali ran, Federation of Malaysian 
Consumers' Associations, Malaysian 
Trade Union Congress, lnsan, Selangor 



Graduates' Society, Environmental Pro-
tection Society of Malaysia, Democratic 
Action Party, Socialist Democratic Party 
and Parti Sosialis Rakyat Malaysia. PAS 
attended the proceedings but did not sign 
(he declaration. 

This declaration on corruption is the 
product of the first in a series of 
dialogues on major social concerns 
sponsored by Aliran. The series is called 
Dialogues of Concern. The next dialogue 
which will be on poverty will take place 
in January 1985. 

Aliran hopes that the numerous 
recommendations made in the Declara-
tion on Corruption would be studied 
seriously by the Prime Minister. Of the 
recommendations, the proposal to get all 
elected legislators at Federal and State 
levels to declare their assets and those of 
their families in a public register is the 
most significant. 

On behalf of the signatories of the 
declaration, Aliran appeals to the Prime 
Minister to try to implement this 
proposal as soon as possible. 

At the same time Aliran calls upon the 
public to focus their attention upon the 
grave challenges confronting the nation 
such as corruption rather than be 
distracted by all sorts of diversions. In 
this connection, Aliran considers the 
UMNO-PAS debate as an issue of 
secondary importance compared to the 
real problems facing the rakyat. 

Mustafa K. Anuar 
21 September 1984 secretary 

(The above statement did not appear in 
any newspaper) 

*** 
Universal Human Rights: 
Need For More Concrete 

Commitment From Malaysia 

Malaysians can per-
haps feel somewhat proud and join with 
Datuk Musa Hitam in welcoming the 
recent move by the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights to remove 
our country from its list of countries 
accused of gross violations of human 
rights . It is also to our government's 
credit that it has been appreciated for 
cooperating with that international 
organisation in its work to uphold human 
rights . Such gestures can perhaps be 
regarded as signalling Malaysia's commit-
ment towards the inalienable rights of 
man, if firm steps continue to be taken 
by us in a more concrete manner. 

For a start, the Government could add 
our nation's well-respected name to the 
list of signatories which are legally bound 
by human rights obligations under one 
of, or even both, the 1966 UN Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights, and the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 
Other' than that significant initial 
measure, we could further prove our 
sincere commitment to those noble ideals 
of freedom, equality and justice as 
enshrined in the UN Charter and the 
1949 U.N. Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. The Government could 
ratify some of the numerous human 
rights conventions adopted so far by the 
U.N. and other international organisa-
tions like I LO, UNESCO, WHO and FAO. 

Let us further prove our affirmation of 
the fundamental rights of man by leading 
others in our region in this noble 
endeavour. In ASEAN, we could surely 
justify taking an innovative lead by 
proposing an ASEAN Convention on 
Human Rights or just taking one little 
step forward with an ASEAN Declaration 
of Human Rights. Models we could study 
from abound in most other parts of the 
world, except our own continent of Asia 
and region of South East Asia. Nonethe-
less, there is enough evidence of our 
ordinary peoples' concern for, and love 
of, human rights in the form of various 
human rights, Declarations, Charter~and 
Statements that have been adopted over 
these last few years by regional and 
national private organisations. These 
endeavours could be given official 
support and encouragement so that even 
more social and political groups can be 
usefully drawn into the arena of striving 
for human rights and humanitarian 
objectives. 

At home on the national level some 
preliminary steps could also be taken to 
ensure that no further allegations are 
made about persistent breaches of human 
rights under national laws and policies. In 
spite of internal security threats and 
other social problems, our government's 
qualified successes to contain these 
dangers thus far can possibly be reflected 
by preliminary gestures in a gradual 
process of removing stringent controls 
over the people's fundamental freedoms. 
Where national policies and government 
programmes are said to have enhanced 
social, economic and cultural rights and 
interests, these achievements could be 
balanced by easing certain restrictions on 
civil and political rights . 

It is admirable that the infamous ISA 
has been used rather sparingly these last 
few years as shown by the decrease in 
numbers of persons detained. If 
continued 'security threats' justify not 
repealing the Act in its entirety, could 
not this 24-year-old piece of legislation 
undergo some changes and improvements 
for the time being? 

As long as the Home Minister's powers 
of detention can be made in his absolute 
discretion, controls on the potential 
abuse of this wide power cannot be effec-
tively provided. There is no valid reason 
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for denying this role of necessary control 
over absolute, discretionary powers that 
affect an individual's freedoms. What 
better control can be instituted except 
that in the hands of fair and impartia 
judges? The effectiveness of the Advisory 
Board has been proven to be virtually nil, 
so let justice be seen to be done by the 
guardians of justice themselves. 

Ultimately, the success of this nation, 
its government and people can be proven 
to the entire international community by 
a comprehensive dismantling of restrictive 
measures that deprive the people of their 
human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
Then the consequent peace and stabi I ity 
of the nation and the happiness of its 
people would no longer require the many 
Proclamations of Emergency which have 
been in force for about 23 out of the 27 
years of our Independence. Would it not 
then be a very proud people and govern-
ment that could lay claim to a truly 
democratic and free society? Even the 
most recalcitrant of Communist 
terrorists, drug traffickers and sectarian 
fanatics would find it extremely difficult 
and surely fai I to cause much trouble to 
such a nation - one founded on a strong 
belief in fundamental human rights and 
democratic government. 

27 September 1984 

* * * 

Azmi Khalid 
Exco 

The Sanusi Shocker 

Aliran is astonished 
by the statement of the Minister of Rural 
and National Development, Dato Seri 
Sanusi Junid, that people should not "get 
excited" over BMF since the money is all 
gone. 

This flippant attitude of his on a 
colossal scandal which has brought the 
nation into international disrepute is 
totally unbecoming of a cabinet minister. 
One can only hope that it is a product of 
ignorance of responsibility rather than 
arrogance of power. 

For the Minister should know that the 
public getting excited about BMF is what 
democracy is all about. This is what 
public accountability means. The public 
has every right to expect the government 
to provide a full and frank explanation 
of why and how the BM F scandal 
occured . 

This is why Aliran has, ever since tHe 
BM F loan scandal was known, demanded 
the establishment of an independent 
Royal Commission of Inquiry. Only such 
a Commission, made up of individuals of 
impeccable integrity, will be able to 
expose the entire truth about the BMF 
scandal. Now that the Chairman of the 
internal inquiry into BMF, Tan Sri 
Ahmad Noordin has himself openly 
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admitted that the powers of his commit-
tee are limited and only a Royal Commis-
sion wil I be able to act effectively, it is 
time for the government to respond 
positively to his suggestion . 

The public awaits the government's 
response to Tan Sri Ahmad Noordin's 
call for an open, independent inquiry. 

27 September 1984 

*** 

Chandra Muzaffar 
President 

Women & Justice 

· Recently, Mr. Justice 
Mustapha Hussain drew attention to the 
Malaysian law on rape commenting that it 
favoured the rapists rather than the 
victims. He called upon women organiza-
tions in the country to take the initiative 
to work towards an amendment of the 
existing law. The High Court judge should 
be commended for his remarks. 

Indeed, apart from this, there are 
various other pieces of legislations, for 
example, property and immigration laws 
which are also biased against women . 

Structures stemming from various 
socio-cultural and religious traditions, 
which have restricted the role of the 
woman to the home and family, also 
exist. These structures have denied the 
woman the right to involve herself in 

TltAT IS fflAE 

economic endeavours, political act1v1t1es 
and public and social affairs and contri-
bute more directly towards the develop-
ment of society . 

But even as some of these legal and 
other structural constraints are overcome, 
many forms of abuse and discrimination 
against women still continue as in the 
sexual harassment of women by their 
male bosses and even col leagues at their 
places of work; unequal payment for the 
same job when done by a woman; 
discrimination in times of promotion; the 
degradation of women in advertisements; 
wife-battering; etc. The present society 1s 
not simply one where power, wealth and \ 
status is concentrated in the hands of a 
few, but one which is extremely 
patriarchal as wel I. Indeed, there remains 
male prejudices and attitudes which need 
to be corrected; not least of which the 
notion that the proper place of a woman 
is at home with the children while that of 
the man, outside in society. 

At a time when so much still needs to 
be done in order that Malaysian women 
be treated justly and as fel low human 
beings, it is ironical that the top female in 
public office and the leader of Wanita 
UMNO, the largest women's organization 
in the country should be calling upon 
women to "marry young", that is "at 19 
or 20 years of age". She was rightly 
criticised by several women organizations 
and some other prominent Malaysian 
women. Informal surveys conducted by 

the various newspapers also revealed that 
the average women-in-the-street were 
rather critical of Datin Paduka Rafidah 
Aziz's call. 

Realizing that she had enraged many, 
the Datin issued the inevitable "clarifica-
tion" . Apparently, the Minister had been 
misunderstood. Her main point was that 
couples should start having children early . 
In this way not only could the couples 
concerned achieve their quota. of five 
children in line with the government's 70 
million population target, but proper 
spacing of children would also be 
achieved. Mothers would then not have 
to have children when they were old since 
doing so was dangerous to the lives of 
both, mothers as well as their children. 

Be that as it may, the Pub I ic Enter-
prise Minister does not seem to have 
thought out carefully the implications of 
her entire statement. It was not simply 
one of when to marry (or of starting a 
family, if she insists), but also of having 
at least one too many in the family . 

In the first place, this matter of getting 
married and having children is surely 
something private and not the Public 
Enterprise Minister's business. Every 
couple has the right to decide upon the 
number of children they wish to have. 

Besides, having so many children 
surely restricts the woman to the home in 
the role of the housewife (child-bearing, 
cooking, cleaning, taking care of 
children) . This would be so since child-
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care facilities, especially af the place of 
work, are presently lacking. And 
Malaysian men, by and large, have not 
contributed their fair share of time and 
energy towards home-making. Confined 
to thf home and isolated from the larger 
ti, 11an family, the woman is denied the 
opp..., ,unity not only to participate more 
directly in society's affairs but also the 
opportunity to develop herself in the 
process. The result is not only the main-
tenance of the sexual division of labour 
and a patriarchal society but society is 
robbed of more comprehensive contribu-
tions by women. Thus a false dichotomy 
between one's own family and the larger 
family of all humankind is reinforced . 

This is especially unfortunate since our 
rapidly changing society is beset with 
myriad problems. For instance, there is 
an erosion of traditional morals as our 
religious institutions turn to power-
politics and the ritualistic aspects of 
religion. Our educational institutions do 
not teach our children to be caring, and 
thinking but rather, compliant and 
calculating. Moreover schools and 
universities are just about the most 
ethnically-polarised places today . In 
government, there has been an erosion of 
morale and participation . And our 
economic institutions have been geared 
more towards serving capital's needs 
rather than those of the majority of the 
human family. Those who get ahead are 
not those who are hardworking, 
concerned and capable but those who 
back the right patrons, are ruthless and 
conniving; or simply because of ethnic 
quotas. Little wonder that our youths are 
turning to drugs, the television, etc. while 
crime rates are on the rise. 

Under the circumstances, should not 
as many as possible, including women, 
get involved in helping to put things 
right? Would not women, who have 
generally been closer to the immediate 
family be well-equipped to contribute to 
the improvement of the human family as 
well? 

Insofar as the structures of socio-
economic inequalities and ethn ic divisions 
cannot be changed overnight, women 
may help by injecting into society those 
values like sharing and giving, discipline 
yet love, concern and tolerance that most 
of them practice and pass on to their 
children at home. 

But where will there be time and 
energy for women who marry young and 
who move from pregnancy-to-pregnancy 
to participate in a necessary "rescue-
effort" of our society and its institutions? 
Besides, women will also need time and 
energy to equip themselves for involve-
ment in society. 

There is a tendency, current among 
some groups these days, to blame 
society's ills on the failings of the family . 

Rather, all of us, including women, 
need to reach out into society in such a 
way that the demands of both, one's own 
immediate family as well as those of 
society's are met. 

While to be sure Malaysian families have 
their shortcomings, it is the kind of 
development that we have pursued that 
has caused greater income disparities, 
ethnic polarization, increasing corruption, 
higher crime rates , the erosion of moral 
values, hence the turn to drugs and 
general disillusionment among the 
youths. In fact, these social problems 
now threaten the family as well so much 
so that women often run out of time for 
the family. Bringing up children demands 
so much more time these days. 

Yet the answer is not to get women to 
stay at home as our Prime Minister has 
suggested. After all. the problems 
originated from outside the home and 
family. 

Rather, all of us, including women, 
need to reach out into society in such a 
way that the demands of both, one's own 
immediate family as well as those of 
society 's are met. .., 

As long as women are confined to 
their homes and individual families, not 
only do they not realise their potential, 
but society also loses out. The corollary 
to women moving outwards towards the 
larger family then is man assuming his 
share of the responsibilities at home; and 
the negation of the false dichotomy 
between one's own family ·and the family 
of all human kind. A balance all around 
must be achieved so that: 
1) bringing up a family becomes a 

pleasure and an act-of-love not a 
burden; 

2) the sexual division of labour and the 
paternal structure of society is rid of; 

3) all, male and female, may contribute 
to the development of society 
together; (and here there must needs 
be general equalization of power and 
wealth in the society) and thus; 

4) human development becomes the end. 
Th is brings us to a final point : the 

government seems to have ordered its 
priorities upside-down. The objective of 
having a population of 70 million, 
presumably, was because industrialization 
requires a big population to provide both 
the labour forces and the internal market 
for the industrial goods. Yet, industriali-
zation is not an end in itself. It is, to 
bring about economic growth, to be 
shared as equitably as possibly among the 
people so that all, including women, will 
have the_ir basic needs taken care of, and 
will be able to avail themselves of oppor-
tunities to contribute to society and thus 
realize their potential and goal in life. Yet 
now, the people are being asked to serve 
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maastna11zat1on s neeus. Ana me oaun·~ ---
is calling upon women to marry young, to 
have five children and to start their 
families early. A thinking-through of this 
process, given the prevailing conditions 
in Malaysia, will tell us that this call will 
only lead to the further retrogression of 
women in our society. 

1 October 1984 
Loh Kok Wah 

Executive Committee 
Member 

*** 
Off-Budget Agencies: 

Call for reforms 

Since the Minister of 
Finance, Daim Zainuddin has expressed 
concern about the way in which off-
budget agencies (OBAs) are managed, it 
is only right that he institutes reforms 
in this area as soon as possible. 

The need for reforms has become all 
the more urgent in view of the Petronas' 
take-over of Bank Bumiputra. If an 
important OBA like Petronas. is going to 
be used to salvage ailing institutions, it is 
vital that the role and function of OBAs 
in the national economy is subjected to a 
comprehensive re-appraisal. 

Towards this end, Aliran proposes two 
types of reforms - one, a bureaucratic 
reform and two, a legal reform. 

As far as bureaucratic reform is 
concerned, the Minister must find out 
why a number of OBAs have developed 
into glorified edifices of incompetence 
and inefficiency. There have been 
numerous allegations of mismanagement 
and corruption in connection with OBAs 
and statutory bodies. There is a real need 
to cut down the operating expenditures 
of certain OBAs. If they had been better 
run, OBAs together with statutory bodies 
and state governments might not have 
owed the Federal government 800 million 
ringgit up to last year. 

The type of legal reform that is 
required is an amendment to certain 
provisions in the acts and rules under 
which OBAs have been established to 
ensure that they are accountable to the 
public. 

In making changes to existing laws on 
OBAs, the most important principle that 
should be observed is that any agency set 
up with public funds by a public institu-
tion directed towards a public purpose 
should report to the public on how it 
spends its money. 

Reporting to the public means more 
than sub.mitting accounts to Parliament 
every year . There must also be an 
accompanying evaluation of performance 
with clear recommendations on how the 
agency in question can be improved. 

3 October 1984 Executive Committee 
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Thinking Allowed 
A closer look at what people say and do the world over 

-when some $2.5 billion of 
your money goes down 

the Hong Kong drain , please do not be 
excited about it. Let bygones be bygones. 

The only thing you can do, Acting 
Finance Minister Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid 
seemed to be advising the rakyat, 
especial ly those who have voted the 
Barisan Nasional in, is to let the Govern-
ment to work things out on a "step by 
step" basis. -

But in these exciting days of the 
controversial breakdance, doing a "step 
by step" on a breakneck affair Ii ke the 
BMF would seem "off-beat". Of course, 
you 'll have to bear in mind that doing a 
fast number can sometimes mean having 
to step on several big toes. 

Anyway, there's a dire need for 
accountability not only for Bank Bumi-
putra but also for the so-called Off.-
Budget Agencies because as long as these 
agencies remain OBAs, they will be 

· inclined to transform their present 
status quo into "Off-Beat" Agencies! 

~e month·s· and years ahead I :ay prove to be a very 
busy period if the Socialist Democratic 
Party really is serious about launching 
an award for "the most idiotic statement 
of the month". This SOP proposal 
seems timely enough in view of the many 
statements of our leaders and other 
public figures that not only would make 
the reading pub I ic confused but also go 
haywire! 

This move might just be the ingredient 
to excite our rakyat to be conscious of 
what's happening in our society and 
to think. 

The American name for such an 
award is The Golden Fleece Award, 
according to SOP. What would be ours? 
Golden Fleas Award? Burung Gagak Tua 
Award? Gila-Gila Award? Sans Cerebrum 
Award? 

Chip dip: Testing coatings for chips to be used 
in more powerful telecom systems 

T ird World scientists hav~ 
warned that the generation 

of science and technology in this age is 
creating a new dependence, as did colo-
nial exploitation and foreign investments. 

The type of technology advanced 
reinforces control by producing new 
substitutes for Third World natural 
products, producing automation to save 
labour costs and spending huge sums on 
the weapons industry. Today, if the 
memory chips become a necessary 
component in every electronic device, 
then we can be sure that the manufacture 
of these will remain concentrated in the 
hands of a· few companies from two 
major countries, namely, Japan and the 
United States. 

Developing countries w ill always be a 
step (or more) behind if all they do is to 
imitate. They must create the scientific 
base and make advances in science and 
technology in fields most relevant to their 
needs such as the food and medical 
industries. The car industry cannot 
solve our technology problem with 
foreign technicians and imported car 
parts . In fact, the argument that the 
automobile industry , w ith its forward and 
backward l inkages can help t o encou rage 
further industrialisation is not new, 
though not a proven one. 

The long-term and self-perpetuating 
way is to emphasize investments in 
scientific research and technol ogy and to 
reorientate our pr iorit ies in schools , 
development agencies and industry. 

~ere exists a long traditior -1 ~n Malaysia of sending 
students overseas for further studi es . 
There is also the popular belief among 
our people that an overseas degree is 
more prestigious than a local one. (Note 
how some peopl e display the name of t he 
foreign univers it y they have graduated 
from on the rear w indow of their cars ). 
But this is not necessarily true. It depen ds 
on where and which particu lar university 
the graduate received his/her training. 
Be that as it may, it is nevertheless true 
that many of our students look forward 
to studying abroad. To this end, many 
try to do well in .examinations so as to 
be selected for further studies overseas. 

Recently, however, the Minister o' 
Education declared that the government 
would also be sending "not-so-bright " 
students overseas. Supposedly this is 
why those who failed in their recem 
A-levels will also be sent to England 
as has been confirmed by another Mini-
ster. Yet the Prime Minister, not so long 
ago, was commenting that in futu re 
government scholars would only be sen, 
overseas after completing their first t wo 
years of tertiary education locally. 

Al I these pronouncements and deve-
lopments must be confusing to t he 
students who aspire to go overseas or 
government scholarships. 

Should they go "all-out" and try to be 
the brightest and presumably be gua-
ranteed an overseas scholarship? This 
demands much "slogging" and many 
hours of hard work. What if you pu t in 
much work but do not "score" and 
"shine"? You might not make the grade 
of "bright" students for overseas scho-
larships. Might it not be better than, to 
not slog so hard, do "so-so" and ther 
make the grade as a "not-so,-brigh t " 
student who might still be sent overseas. 
In view of the fact that even failures 
are being sent overseas, some of our 
students might be encouraged to t ry th :s 
last strategy or perhaps one should ta ke 
it easy, first at the level of STPM anc 
A-levels and only start slogging du ring 
the first two years of study in the loca 
university. Sounds com p I icated doesn·~ 
it? It must be tough on the studer-
having to plan t o pass and fai I at the 
same time. 

Mustafa K. Anuar & 
Khor Yoke L irr 
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