
Dirty Politics! 
T here is an . unhealthy trend 

developing in UMNO. The 
party President himself had 

. warned delegates to the recent 
UMNO General Assembly of its dire 
consequences. 

It is alleged that there were actual cash 
bribes offered to delegates by candidates 
standing for various supreme council 
positions. In other instances, dinners and 
free trips overseas were organised as 
inducements. Delegates were sometimes 
promised certain offices and promotions 
if they backed a particular candidate. 

Campaigning within UMNO in fact 
went beyond bribes and promises. There 
were even cases of charms and magic 
being used and reputable bomohs were 
said to have been retained as "consul-
tants" by some of the more superstitious 
candidates. 

As if all this wasn't enough, the smear 
campaign in this year's party electi.on was 
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far more vicious and vindict.ive than any-
thing ·that had happened before. Poi on 
letters containing sordid - often senseless 
- revelations of a rival's private life were 
circulated far and wide. Concerted 
attempts were made to villify an 
opponent's political career through 
cleverly manufactured rumours supported 
by a craftily orchestrated "whispering" 
campaign. 

What is even more frightening, how-
ever, is the use of the death threat against 
certain candidates. Though hardly per-
vasive, it is the sort of tactic that can 
catch on, if left unchecked. An equally 
alarming development is the outbreak of 
actual violence at meetings at the level 
of the branch and division. 

Everything considered then it is 
perhaps not wrong to suggest that UMNO 
politics have become dirty. Of course 
even in the past there was quite a bit of 
manipulatjon, some underhand tactics. 
However they were nothing compared to 
what is happening now. 

Why have dirty politics become so 
pervasive? A direct answer would perhaps 
be that the desire to seek, and to retain, 
power has become so great an obsession 
that all scruples have been sacrificed. But 
what one has to find out is why it has 
become such an obsession. 

One of the reasons could be a rapid 
decline in the sense of idealism within the 
party. When UMNO fought the Malayan 
Union and later worked towards 
Merdeka, there was at least a feeling 
among leaders and members that a noble 
m1ss1on had to be accomplished, a 
mission that transcended narrow self-
interest. It was a mission which embodied 
a certain notion of those higher ideals in 
life such as freedom and dignity. Since it 
was directed at an external foe, it 

strengthened the sinews of solidarity 
· within UMNO. 

In the task of nation-building there is 
of course no alien ·focus which can help 
to forge internal unity. -Nonetheless, 
nation-building could have elicited the 
selfless - rather than the self-serving -
qualities in, the people if it was guided by 
a different philosophy. This we shall 

· discuss later on. 
For the time being let us note that the 

UMNO and government concept of 
nation-building· is bound to breed 
negative, unhealthy attitudes which are 
indirectly responsible for the situation in 
the party today. Nation-building in 
countries Ii ke ours is seen as a bureau-
cratic, technocratic process where 
objectives are planned, resources 
organised and people mobilised to fit a 
certain concept of progress. It is a sterile 
process which stresses growth and GNP 
and productivity for their own sake. 
Since it emphasises goals which are so 
external to the human being - and 
especially to the altruistic aspect of man 
- it cannot inspire anyone to subordinate 
self-interest to a selfless cause. Within 
such a situation, it is logical to expect 
party leaders to place their own political 
ambitions above almost everything else. 

What makes it worse is an extremely 
unequal social structure where small 
but significant groups at the apex of 
society control wealth and command 
power. It is this inequality that whets the 
appetite of many a politician to get into 
the elite stratum for there is so much to 
be gained by being at that level. If a 
politician is already there he will do all he 
can to ensure that he remains at the top. 

This is particularly true of many 
developing countries where those at the 
apex of the political pyramid exercise 



... the struggle for power 
becomes fierce and furious 

serving particular bosses were even 
instructed to vote certain candidates - or 
face the consequences. 

In a sense, this blatant abuse of state 
power is nothing new. In the past it was 
used , more often than not, against 
opposition political parties. Indeed, there 
isn't a single General Election where the 
ruling coalition (of which UMNO is the 
mainstay) had not manipulated the 
instruments of state authority for party 
purposes. It is ironical that the 
unscrupulous methods it has always used 
against others, are now beginning to 
affect its own solidarity and stability. It is 
as if one's sins are finally turning against 
oneself. This is why the unethical 
conduct of UMNO and the Barisan 
Nasional in past General Elections must 
also be seen as a major cause of dirty 
politics within UMNO and the other 
Barisan parties today. For a bad example 
was set. Principles of integrity and 
honesty were trampled upon for political 
gain. Why should one be surprised that 
the same thing is now happening in other 
types of elections? 

direct or ind irect control over all the 
other pyramids on the landscape. It is this 
that makes our situation different from 
the liberal democracies of the West where 
the economic, cultural and intellectual 
spheres are relatively autonomous and 
therefore not necessarily subservient to 
the will of the political elites. For that 
reason, politics is not the only magnet 
that attracts the ambitious and the enter-
prising elements in society. In societies 
like ours, on the other hand, since politics 
reign supreme and it is political power, 
more than economic enterprise, that 
determines the pattern of development, 
there is a tendency to seek out the 
political kingdom - before anything else. 
This is why it is true to say that the 
primacy of politics has also served to 
intensify the competition for political 
power. 

When political power is what matters 
in an unequal society guided by a techno-
cratic vision of progress, one can be sure 
that the drive towards development will 
only strengthen the position of the 
political elites. The greater the develop-
mental drive, the more powerful the 
political elites. For all three factors -
the technocratic vision of progress, 
unequal social structures and the primacy 
of politics - enable the political elites to 
concentrate power and authority in their 
hands as they organise · people and 
resources in the name of development. 
This concentration of power and 
authority is what persuades many 
budding politicians to gravitate towards 
establishment politics. As they seek elite 
roles, the struggle for power becomes 
fierce and furious. 

It is this entire process then that is 
largely responsible for the overwhelming 
dominance of UMNO elites in national 
politics. If anything, the situation has 
been made worse by the way in which 
UMNO has formulated and implemented 
policies that manifest the logic of the 
process we have described. The New 
Economic Policy (NEP) is an outstanding 
example. It has allowed the UMNO elites 
to extend their tentacles everywhere. It 
has e·ndowed them with unbridled power 
over all sectors of the economy. 
Education, culture, the arts and even 
sports are influenced by NEP considera-
tions. Because the NEP has enhanced the 
power of the UMNO elites, the scramble 
for control of the party has exceeded all 
limits of decency and propriety. Indeed, 
the NEP has created a situation where an 

;r; UMNO member's status in some other, 
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totally unrelated area of act1v1ty is 
dependent to a great extent upon his 
position, or the strength of the clique he 
supports, within the party. 

If NEP power has created more intense 
competition within UMNO, so has the 
expansion of the Malay middle-class. In 
fact, the growth of the Malay middle-class 
is due partly to the NEP. As the numbers 
in that class increase by leaps and bounds, 
as the vast majority of those who are 
politically-inclined among them turn to 
establishment politics, the upper echelons 
in UMNO find it more difficult to accom-
modate these competing political 
aspirations. And the competitors them-
selves use all sorts of methods to obtain 
places of influence within the UMNO 
hierarchy. 

Intra-party competition has become 
more acute because there are now more 
than a handful of millionaires within 

This in fact brings us to another point. 
If UMNO and the Barisan had treated 
General Elections and the democratic 

... unscrupulous 
methods ... are 

beginning to affect 
its own solidarity 

and stability 
and without UMNO who back rival 
candidates. For they know how vital the 
nature of the composition of the UMNO 
leadership is to their own business 
interests. By pouring money into the 
election campaign, these millionaires have 
indirectly helped to fuel rivalries. They 
have made vote-buying, for instance, a 
significant feature of UMNO politics. 

Elements in the party leadership who 
occupy important government positions 
are also responsible for the deterioration 
in ethical standards. If money was used 
by some wealthy political aspirants, 
the state machinery was exploited by 
certain government leaders to ensure 
their victories. Projects were launched, 
courses organised, subsidies given during 
the election period to enable them to 
obtain maximum mileage from all these 
activities. It is alleged that minor govern-
ment officials in the party rank-and-file 
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process with greater respect perhaps some 
of the unethical practices within the 
party would not have developed the way 
they have. For if the ruling coalition had 
not curbed legitimate electoral politics 
through various manoeuvres, there might 
still be a viable opposition today. A viable 
opposition, especially a Malay opposition, 
would have compelled contending cliques 
within UMNO to pay more attention to 
the larger party interest. It would have 
reduced internal dissension. At the same 
time, if General Elections were meaning-
ful, there would have been greater 
concern with crucial issues fundamental 
to genuine social change. It is quite 
conceivable that it would have led to 
some re-orientation in UMNO's own 
thinking . There might hav.e been less 
obsession with personalities per se which 
has undoubtedly contributed to :· 
intensity of intra-party power struggl 



,_.._ ___ ... rapid decline in the 
sense of idealism 

within the party. 

rendering the electoral process 
meaningless UMNO has therefore 
indirectly brought about its own 
instability. 

F rom our analysis it is · apparent 
that the emasculation of 
electoral democracy, the abuse 
of state power in General Elec· 

tions, the misuse of government 
machinery in intra-party competition, the 
influence of money through new Malay 
millionaires, competing political aspira-
tions within an expanding Malay middle· 
class, the pervasive power of the NEP, the 
concentration of power through the 
development drive, the primacy of 
politics, the unequal social structure, the 
bureaucratic, technocratic character of 
the nation-building process and the 
decline of political idealism have all 
contributed to a weakening of UMNO's 
moral fibre. Is it possible to arrest this 
unhealthy trend? Can we check dirty 
politics in UMNO? 

The real solutions which deal with the 
root causes are long-term ones. They 

demand the sort of wholistic transforma-
tion in both values and structures which 
the present leadership is not likely to 
undertake. We shall not discuss these 
solutions in detail here since they have 
been analysed elsewhere. There are also 
other immediate remedies which are 
feasible within the existing order -
provided our leaders are prepared to act 
with courage and integrity. 

If we want to infuse .idealism and 
create a commitment to altruistic values 
among leaders and people, then we must 
cease to emphasise nation-building and . 
instead concentrate upon humanizing the 
human being. For humanization - unlike 
nation-building - is a process that can be 
made directly relevant to the well-Qfling 
of each and every person. It will involve 
the human being liberating himself from 
both his inner shackles of greed and hate 
and his outer bondages of exploitation 
and oppression. In the process, he will 
discover the humanity in him which is his 
true self. It is a humanity which will 
express itself through a commitment to 
translate transcendent ideals of freedom 
and justice and love and compassion into 
living realities. The act of becoming 
human in this manner will transform him 
into a selfless person with sublime ideals. 
This is one way of checking the politics 
of power and money - and indeed all 
that is base and vile in the social order. 

But bringing forth the humanity in 
man is only possible if family relation-
ships, educational institutions, the 
economic system, the political and 
administrative set-up are all transformed 
in such a manner that eternal, spiritual 
values dominate thought and action in 
every sense. As an example, working-

hours, the nature of work, the type of 
technology and the size and structure of 
the community should be such that the 
family will have all the time to enjoy life 
and love. Similarly, the economy should 
be so organised that the basic sources of 
wealth will be in the hands of the 
community as a whole and individuals 
and groups will find it necessary to 
cooperate with one another so that the 
well-being of everyone is assured. Like-
wise, the primary political and admini-
strative unit should be the local 
community. Since the individual will be 
able to relate to it more easily than to a 
large, anonymous state, he will feel less 
alienated. Indeed, it will enhance his 
involvement through activities which he 
can identify with since he will have little 
difficulty in understanding the needs and 
interests of his immediate community. In · 
this way, he will come to know freedom 
and responsibility in the real sense. There 
will be less obsession with seeking power 
and position. Power in any case will be 
diffused through numerous local 
communities. 

It follows from all this that there will . 
be no unequal social structures which we 
observed earlier was one of the causes of 
the drive towards power. Indeed, there 
will be no class divisions. By the same 
token, development will not lead to the 
concentration of power which in turn 
propels political passions since the 
underlying vision of progress and the 
structure of society will be defined by the 
goal of humanizing man - and not by the 
aim of maximising profits or expanding 
production. 

Leaving aside these real solutions to 
the problem of untrammelled quest for 

... cease to emehasize 
nation-budding ... 

concentrate upon 
humanizing the 

human t>eing 
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Letters 
We welcome letters from readers. These letters may be edited fo r purposes of space and 
clarity. The views expressed may not be those of the Aliran Monthly. Pseudonyms are 
accepted but all letters should include the writer's name and address. 

Letters should be addressed to Editor, Aliran Monthly, P.O. Box 1049, Penang, Malaysia. 

A Question 

Allow me to congratulate you on your 
articles on the import of Indonesian labour 
(published in Starl and on the UMNO elections 
(Vol. IV No. 2 Feb. 1984 Aliran Monthly). It is 
courageous statements such as these that have 
made Aliran foremost in the struggle for human 
rights and the reform of Malaysian society. 

I have a question which I hope someone can 
answer. Was the 70 million population policy 
formulated with some political or ulterior 
motive? 

Once again, I would like to wish you and 
your society Syabas! Keep up the good work! 

Thank you. 

A 17-year o ld admirer , 
Kuala Lumpur 

* Why Imported Labour? 

Datuk Mohamed Rahmat, the Malaysian 
Ambassador to Indonesia, correctly observed 

continued from page 3 

that local labour isn't quite interested in the 
building industry, But he is wrong when he said 
that Malaysians "considered it too menial and 
degrading to work as labourers" in the building 
industry. At this stage one is tempted to ask 
Datuk Mohamed who is sweeping our streets, 
cleaning the drains, mowing the grass, building 
the roads and a hundred other obviously menial 
and degrading tasks? 

Datuk Mohamed rationalized that because 
of this so-called labour shortage it is necessary 
to import Indonesian labour. This must be 
deemed a short-term solution. For the long-
term final solution, according to him, is 115 
years away - in the magic figure of a 70 million 
population. 

Why is local labour not interested in the 
building industry in Malaysia? Isn't it strange 
that local labour is prepared to travel all the 
way from Kelantan and Kedah to Singapore to 
be involved in the build-ing industry there? Isn't 
it strange that local labour is prepared to make 
great sacrifices to work in an unfamiliar 

... a new politics ... of a 
new vision of the 

hu(!1an being 
power, there are some less comprehensive 
measures which the UMNO leadership can 
adopt if it wants to. It can, for instance, 
draw up specific and general rules on 
intra-party competition . It should ensure 
the strict observance of these rules 
through an elections committee which 
will -be a standing committee of the party 
appointed by the General Assembly. The 
committee could comprise party elders 
and respected individuals who are not 
aligned to any clique nor subservient to 
the leadership. 

Though the committee would not be 
able to expel any member who violates 
the election rules, it should have the 
power to recommend disciplinary action 
to the party's Supreme Council. It should 
also be able to check any malpractice and 
to caution any party member. 

To make it more effective, one could 
-'-- consider requiring all candidates at every 
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level - branch, division or supreme 
council - to sign statutory declarations 
which state clearly that they will abide by 
the election rules and the party constitu-
tion. These declarations would of course 
be valid in a court of law. 

In the ultimate analysis; however, 
whether a declaration serves a purpose or 
not depends la_rgely upon the integrity of 
the candidate himself. In a sense whether 
election rules and an election committee 
will work also depends upon the integrity 
of its members and of the party as a 
whole. 

As far as both proposals go, the 
courage and honesty of the party leader-
ship will be equally decisive. For without 
these qualities at the pinnacle of UMNO, 
it will not be possible to convince other 
officials and ordinary members that the 
leadership is serious and sincere about 
ridding the party of dirty politics. 

4 

environment and in an industry which it 
supposedly disdains? Finally what makes us 
think that dislike for the building industry in 
our 14.8 million population will automatically 
turn to love when we are 70 million strong? 

Politicians who formulate or contribute to 
the formulation of policies should learn to ask 
some basic questions in order to find a solution. 
What does the Singapore market pay labour in 
the building industry? What incentives does the 
Singapore market provide to attract labour to 
this particular industry? What fringe benefits 
does the Singapore market offer Malaysian 
labour to retain its services? Is the housing 
industry prepared to pay local labour equally 
well? Is it willing to offer incentives to attract 
and retain the services of local labour? 

No, the housing industry is only willing to 
exploit local labour and amass greater profits. 
It is not interested in the welfare or job 
conditions of our workers. Furthermore, when 
local labour refuses to be exploited, contractors 
will find other sources of labour to exploit. 
And the politicians are ever ready to give the 
exploiters a helping hand. It is the building 
industry and not local labour that considers 
building work as "menial and degrading" and 
therefore not worth paying a fair wage for. It 
is this attitude that is robbing and denying 
thousands of families of their right to jobs, 
their right to decent wages and their right to be 
treated with dignity. It is their attitude which is 
going to cost this country millions of dollars in 
foreign exchange paid to immigrant labour. 

If this situation continues, we must ask the 
building industry and our politicians, "Whose 
interest do you pretend to serve?" 

Pro Local Labour, 
Penang 

However · serious and si ncere the 
leadership, we should not forget that 
these are short-term remedies which will 
not bring about those fundamental trans-
formations that we tal ked about. That 
such transformations are urgent is under-
scored by the parlous state of party 
politics in so many parts of the world. In 
the communist states for instance it is not 
unusual to employ the most unscrupulous 
methods to secure positions in the party 
hierarchy. Even in non-communist demo-
cracies in the Third World like India and 
Sri Lanka, intra-party elections are often 
characterised by bribes and threats and 
some of the other unhealthy features we 
observed in the UMNO case. Party 
elections in both Japan and the United 
States have a lot to do with money, 
manipulation and giant corporations. It is 
perhaps in the established West European 
democracies that intra-party contests are 
relatively free of unethical practices. But 
even in these societies money and govern-
mental power do play a role in General 
Elections. This shows that there is still a 
certain degree of dirt in their politics 
which is linked to prevailing structures 
and values. 

Hence the importance of a new 
politics which is part of a 
the human being.e 

Chandra Muz 



"THAT IS THE WAY TO LAY THE CITY FLAT: TO BRING THE ROOF TO 
ITS FOUNDATION, AND BURY ALL ... IN HEAPS AND PILES OF RUIN." 

' Coriolanus 
Act 111 Scene 1 
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It's YOUR RESPONSIBILITY, 
Prime Minister! 

This is an open letter for all Malaysians who 
care about their health and safety and 
especially about the health of future genera-
tions. I only hope that they care enough to 
resist the despicable attempt to dump radio-
active wastes in Papan. 

The Prime Minister has given his word (as 
did the U.S. government about the Long Island 
Nuclear Station) that the dumping ground for 
the radioactive wastes in Papan - about 16 km 
from lpoh - is safe. Okay, Dato' Seri, let me 
tell you that I for one do not trust whatever 
safety measures, however absolute that have 
been adopted. I take you, Dato' Seri and your 
descendants, to be entirely responsible for the 
safety and health of the people within a radius 
of 50 km of the site, for all the time it takes to 
render these abominable wastes inactive. You 
may claim that the preventive measures taken 
are sufficient but in the final analysis, you and 
you alone, have to bear the responsibility. No 
amount of apologies or pleadings after the 
disaster by you or your descendants shall be 
acceptable to the people who would be 
suffering excruciating pain and misery due to 
any mishap occuring at the dump, which you 
are now forcing upon the people. 

Signature campaigns and the like do not 
deter a forceful leader like you, Dato' Seri and 
because we are a law-abiding people our 
patience has been taken for granted. I suppose 
it does not make any difference to you whether 
the people at the site support your decision or 
not, because they would vote for the Opposi-
tion any way. Your overruling the wishes of the 
entire population of that area does not really 
surprise them. 

May Allah protect us all! 

* Our Decline 

'A.B.' 
lpo h 

Despite all t he d reams of our political 
wizards and economic geniuses in o u r country, 
the 70 mi llion populat ion policy is bound to 
bring greater problems rat her than the antici-
pated prosperity of the nation. The initiators of 
this policy ostensibly had industrialisation fore-
most in thei r minds when they announced the 
need to increase the population. They saw the 
local market as too small for industrializatio n 
to kick off in a big way. Also, they knew very 
well that locally-manufactured industrial goods 
had little chance in penetrating the inter-
national market. Therefore, a wide local market 
has to be established, and this can only be do ne 
by increasing the nation's population, thus 
creating more local consumers. 

To advance towards industrialization, the 
people must, apart from, numbers have certain 
abilities and sense of political maturity. This 
unfortunately is lacking in our country. Let us 
look at the factors that can pose problems for 
industrialization. 

The decline of the English language among 
our present day students will not only hinder 
our people from acquiring sufficient scientific 
and technological skills, but it will also prevent 
us from keeping abreast with the times. 

Racial and religious sentiments are still deep 
in our society. They tend to make our people 
more emotio nal, rather than practical. Religious 
extremism has already killed the spirit of 
scientific enq ui ry in many q uarters. Some 
peo ple are apt at rak ing up trivia l issues in the 
name of re lig ion while secretly flo uting t he 
major t enets of their faith. 
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The leading industrial nations of the world 
are steadily moving ahead in research and new 
innovations. Almost all of them have an inter-
national language as their medium of communi-
cation. We however are not only many decades 
behind time, but we are d aily struggling to find 
new terminologies, and at the same t ime trying 
to keep abreast in a rap idly advancing scientific 
world. 

The people on the whole have become 
mentally lethargic. We not on ly have a large 
number of drug addicts, but almost the tot a l 
population is add icted to TV and the video. 
We are good consumers but we lack the frame 
of mind and tenacity to become good 
producers. Despite t he intentions and effort s of 
the government, sloth and incompet ence are 
widely encountered in the public service. 

The government is it self caught in a 
di lemma. To remain in power w ithout showing 
performance, it is apparantly prepared to 
appease the racial and re lig ious sentiments of 
certa in groups. T his means the desire to retain 
politica l ascendancy has turned o ut t o be the 
b iggest stumbl ing block to nat ional un it y and 
industrial izat ion. Without checking these 
negative t rends, any entry into ind ust rialization 
in a big way is bound to be a resounding flop . 

What I am afraid is t hat if our politicians 
proceed w ith their big plans, we may end up 
be ing a show-p iece indust rial nat ion. We may 
succeed in establishing some b ig ind ustr ies in 
the count ry, but behind the scene, t he foreign 
t echnocrats w ill be perpet ually playing a crucial 
role. We will only be provid ing the cheap labour 
and probably all the semi-skilled work force. 
All our engineers and technicians will fo rever be 
playing second fiddle to t he foreign consul-
tants. As the industrial base grows b igger, the 
greater w ill be the role played by fo reigners. 
Our industries wou ld collapse without t hem. 

P. Rasal ingam, 
B id er, Perak 

Create a Population Fund! 

There is no end to the consequences of an 
act. When a well-intended but ill-conceived 
policy such as the new population policy (NPP) 
is to be implemented by the government 
machinery, the consequences are too mind-
boggling to be comprehensible. 

Whether one believes in t his insane policy or 
not, the effect of NPP will adversely affect 
one's quality of life sooner o r later. There is no 
sitting on the fence in th is all-encompassing 
issue that will affect every human being in this 
nation. 

Manipu lating demographical trends by 
encouraging unplanned population growth is 
entirely different from planting trees or 
constructing buildings, where the plan can be 
stopped o r discarded at any time. When the 
resources and space of this nation cannot cope 
with the rapid growth of population can the 
'extra' or excess population be killed and 
converted to fertiliser for crops? 

To encourage art ificial, uncalled for, need-
less increase in population when the present 
fifteen million people is already having 
problems in education, health, employment, 
housing, drug abuse and crime is an irrespon-
sible act of unparrallelled magnitude. To fail to 
speak up or protest, knowing fully well that so 
much is at stake to so many people for genera-
tions to come, is an inhuman act. 
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To p revent the implementation of this 
insane po licy is better than donating cash to 
save the poor and needy. A social problem can be 
solved when found on a sma ll scale. No one in his 
right frame of mind will wa nt t o so lve a problem 
when it is too late to cope with. It is better to 
prevent t he dumping of rubbish a ll over the 
place than p icking up a few pieces of garbage 
here and there aft er allowing them to be 
t hrown freely. 

For those who sincerely believe that the 
NPP should be carried out instead of allowing 
mother nature to take her own sweet time to 
arrive at its own equ ilibrium, let's c reate a 
Malaysian Popu lation Fund (MPF ) to prove 
o ne's sincer ity. 

The objective of thi s MP F is to guarantee all 
babies who are born in direct response to the 
NPP that t hey w ill have a decent standard of 
living whatever the future may hold. Let those 
who agree to NPP contribute NOW to prepare 
for the yet-to-be-born lives. 

The following are gu ide-lines for the rate of 
contribution for MPF : 
Min ister: $70,000 per year, 
Members of parliament. $70 per day 
Deputy Minister : $700 per month 
Head of government departments: $7000 

per year 
Civil servant: $70 per week 
All others: $7 per day 

All these contribut ions shall continue as 
long as the NPP is current and remains 
unchallenged . T he PM shall of course, on the 
principle of leadership by example, start the 
ball rolling by donating Ringgit $70 million. 
The Prince of NPP sha ll earn the adoration, 
adm iration and respect of coming generations 
fo r such outstanding concern for the welfare 
of ordinary children. 

If he is prepared to contribute, and 
followers of this pol icy do the same, this will at 
least indicate some commitment and sincerity 
on the part of the advocates of the NPP. 

On the other hand, if the advocates of NPP 
are not prepared to do this they have no right 
whatsoever to condemn succeeding generat ions 
of Malaysians to an irreversible pol icy of 
prolific doom and suffering!! 

* 
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" Set t he Exa mple" 
Petaling Jaya 

Construction of Tennis Courts 
On Children's Playground 

The Taiping Municipal Council has started 
work on a project to build three tennis courts 
on the children's playground in the Lake 
Gardens. This move of the CouncH is, I think , 
very unwise. 
1) By building the tennis court the beauty of 

the Lake Gardens is be ing spoilt. The Lake 
Gardens is the pride of the people of 
Taiping. 

2) The children I feel have a right to the place. 
Every evening one can see hundreds of 
children enjoying the,nselves at the play-
ground. On a Sunday it is almost impossible 
to get a place. This clearly shows how 
popular the place is. 

3) The Council might put forward the 
argument that only a part of the playground 
is used . But so what? With an expanding 
population what the people of Taiping need 
is more facil ities, not a shrinking of what 
they already have. 

4) If the Council wishes to please the few who 
want to play tennis, go ahead . Please build 
the tennis courts elsewhere. 

5) Some years back, part of the playground 
was given to an individual for a restaurant. 
That somehow went unnoticed. BUT TH IS 
TENNIS COURT PROJECT MUST BE 
STOPPED. 
THE THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN WHO 
FREQUENT THE PLACE HAVE EVERY 
RIGHT TO THE FACILITIES. 
Please help. 

* Fruitful Results 

Tan Ah Soo, 
T ai ping 

I was quite amazed to learn that some 
50,000 people in Kuala Trengganu "do not 
have latrines in their homes and they take to 
the jungle and other isolated places". 

Imagine what would be the· scale of the 
output with a 70 million population. We could 
fertilize the entire country for nothing! How 
much would be saved on manure and on foreign 
exchange! 

Pro Fe rt ili ze r 
Penang 



UNESCO· 

Too Deformed to be Reformed? 

AR IS Few foreign policy 
decisions by the Reagan adminis-

t rat ion have been as widely endorsed 
in the mainstream media as its recent 
announcement of U.S. intent to leave 
UN ESCO. 

Such a step does not rank with 
launching an invasion or escalating the 
nuclear arms race, but it is nonetheless 
3n important move, one deserving of at 
least some questioning and debate. The 
fact that neither has been forthcoming 
indicates the degree to which the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization is misrepresented in 
the U.S. press. And that, in turn, demon-
strates the essential validity of one of the 
agency's most bitterly criticized 
initiatives. 

Even before Secretary of State George 
Shultz handed in the official 12-month 
notice of withdrawal on Dec. 29, the New 
York Times was assuring its readers that 
U.S. pul\out "would not harm any demo-
cra,tic cause or global understanding." 
The Washington Post agreed, terming the 
organization "debased" in a Dec. 26 
editorial. Sensing the mood of the media 
pack, syndi cated colum nist Fiora Lewis 
then put aside her usual platitudes and 
denounced UNESCO as "too thoroughly 
deformed to be reformed. " 

Each of these attacks echoed a litany 
of complaints about the agency recited 
by Gregory Newell, a State Department 
funct ionary. During a press br iefi ng on 
the reasons why the U.S. wants out of the 
161-nation body, Newell charged that it 
has become "overly politicized," pays t oo 
much attention to "Soviet'. inspired" dis-
armament proposa ls, wastes time for-
mulating new international orders for 
com munications and economics, and is 
abysma ll y managed and budgetari ly 
obese. 

"I think the place is so skewed, so 
radical-political, that it is not serving the 
purpose it is supposed to be serving, 
which is development," added Jean 
Gerard, the chief U.S. delegate to 
UNESCO. 

UNESCO & some of its agencies 

.The general charge of "politization" 
reflects the Reagan administration's 
"frustrations at being a minority voice in 
almost all international forums," explai ns 
a Western European UNESCO officia l 
who was interviewed at the organization's 
headquarters here. "The ideology and 
strategy of the current U.S. leadership 
causes it to take a symbolic swipe at one 
of the world bodies that exhibtis all the 
international political ·changes of the last 
30 years," she observes. "There would be 
no problem of 'politicization' if the U.S. 
were still getting its way on most issues 
before UNESCO." 

7 

Kevin J. Kelley 

In fact, the decision to file for with-
drawal does itself show how inter-
nationally isolated Reagan's government 
is becoming, even among its closest allies. 
France and West Germany both publicly 
urged Washington to fight for common 
aims from within UNESCO, while Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, Reagan's 
political soulmate, announced that 
Britain did not think it wise to follow the 
U.S. lead in this instance. And in an 
assessment shared by most European 
diplomats, a Spanish delegate to 
UNESCO said of the pullout notice: "I 
think it's a very drastic move, very 
Reaganite, not very civilized." 

Lurking behind the "politicization" 
point, according to officials here, is an 
implied U.S. demand for the resignation 
of UNESCO Director-General Amadou 
Mahtar M'Bow. First elected to the top 
post 10 years ago, this Senegalese envoy 
has adopted an activist approach to those 
UNESCO agenda items most favored by 
progressive third world countries and the 
Soviet bloc. M'Bow takes seriously the 
agency's traditonal duties of safeguarding 
the world 's cultural heritage and fostering 
scientific cooperation, but he has also 
pushed hard for a broader definition of 
UNESCO responsibilities, one that looks 
to the root causes of problems in these 
spheres. 

The organization's efforts to promote 
a "New International Economic Order," 
to combat racism (South Africa was 
expelled in the 1950s) and to get involved 
in disarmament debates are all part of thi s 
radical awareness. As an agency back-
ground paper points out, "UNESCO 
particularly stresses the obligation of 
states and individuals to take account of 
new human rights, such as the right to 
peace, the right to development, the right 
to education and communication, and the 
right to a healthy environment." 

The conditions that leave millions 
trapped in illiteracy can only be eradica-
ted through fundamental changes in the 
global economic system, the vast majority 
of UNESCO member-states believe. 
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Similarly, they think it quite proper that o 
I a global educat ional body should address ~ 

a situation whereby the third world, with o 
70% of the planet's population, publishes _g 
only 22% of its books, accounts for just a._ 

17% of total newspaper distribution, 
possesses 27% of al I radio transmitters 
and 5% of television receivers. The bid to 
rectify those imbalances and to encourage 
more positive reporting on the developing 
countries has gone under the heading of a 
"New World Information Order." 

That proposal has aroused more 
Western hostility than any other 
UNESCO undertaking. With the U.S. 
leading t he counterattack, advanced 
capita I ist nations have argued that this 
scheme amounts to no more than a cover 
for attempts by dictatorial regimes to 
muzzle the Western press. 

NEW INFORMATION ORDER 

UNESCO has indeed spoken in the 
past of possibly developing "codes of 
conduct'~ for journalists and media 
outlets, although some of its progressive 
members do acknowledge that such a 
procedure could be used to stifle free 
exchange of ideas and protect repressive 
governments from their own people. As it 
is, the demand for a new information 
order has made I ittle headway and has 
been noticeably moderated in recent 
years, to the point where it was not 
seriously pursued at the most recent 
UNESCO general conference. 

Officers of the organization do not 
apologize for this campaign, however. 
They maintain that Western media 
coverage of UNESCO itself aptly 
illustrates the claims of deliberate and 
pervasive distortion of development issues 
by the world's most powertul intorma-
tion organs. 

Officials here note, for example, that 
far from neglecting day-to-day ills, as the 
U.S. press charges, UN ESCO is currently 
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70% of this world's population comes from the third world U.S. contributes $50 millio 
to UNESCO's budget. 

engaged in a host of concrete programs 
that seldom receive any attention in the 
Western European or North American 
media. The organization is training 
teachers and building schools in the 
poorest countries, conducting several 
literacy drives, studying the agricultural 
needs of arid lands and tropical zones, 
carrying out ocean exploration, cam-
paigning to save monuments such as those 
in Venice and at Machu-Pichu, aiding the 
rural press in Africa, completing research 
studies in geology , hydrology and micro-
biology and publishing more than a half-
dozen technical and general interest 
journals. 

These endeavors, along with a new 
"major project" in Latin America that 
aims to eliminate illiteracy there by the 
end of the century, consume most of 
UNESCO's funds. The more candid 
officials here will admit that the agency 
is guilty of a fair amount of waste and 
expense-account extravagance - "like 
any other international bureaucracy," 
says one bureaucrat - but they deny 
strong!y ·1:hat UNESCO's budget is "out 
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of control," as the R8agan administratic 
alleges. 

A 2-year spending plan of $3~ 
million was approved at the last gener 
conference here in October. That figur 
representing a 4% increase over tl 
previous budget, was approved with tl 
U.S. casting the only negative vot 
Reagan's delegates then declared that th 
outcome was unacceptable and tr 
UN ESCO might learn some lessons 
frugality by having to get along withm 
the annual U.S. contribution of $E 
million. 

"Put that sum in perspective," says 
UNESCO official. "It represents .02 
of the Pentagon budget. If the U.S. we 
really concerned about preventit 
wasteful spending, it could look to , 
own military outlays rath_er than trying , 
wreck an organization that has its faul 
but is hardly the den of iniqui; 
portrayed by your government ar. 
press."• 

(The Guardiar, 



Viewpoint 

Democracy 
and Meanings 

0 ne of the most curious features 
of the evolution of human 
society is the persistence of 
certain forms of speaking, 

thinking and behaviour in the face of long 
traditions of criticism against them. 

One of these features is shallow 
thinking and the facile use of words in 
the political arena. Today's politicians 
indulge in this form of naivety as eagerly 
as did the politicians at the beginnings of 
our civilizations (for which we have 
written records). For instance, we know 
that one of the bugbears which so 
exercised Socrates and Plato was that 
politicians (and others) glibly used words 
like Justice and Right without taking the 
trouble to think about their meanings. 
For the politicians and the professional 
debaters, the Sophists, words - and, 
more importantly, the ideas behind the 
words - were apparently mere base 
coinage which could be smelted down 
and recast at will, regardless of their 
devaluation. 

Socrates and Plato insisted that this 
game had gone too far, and that in order 
to achieve the Good Society, the proper 
'Polis', men had to think before arguing 
and doing. 

Similar words of warning and of 
wisdom have been uttered by other men 
anxious about the health of society: by 
The Buddha, by Confucius and by The 
Prophet. Yet we seem not to have ta ken 
their message to heart; for today's politi-
cians are as prone to being as emptily 
eloquent as their supposedly primitive 
precursors were. 

Let's look at just one widely-used, 
extensively-abused, word in political 
currency: 

DEMOCRACY 
Let's not attempt a definition of 

Democracy, for d_efinitions are al most 
always static and sterile. Instead, let's 
enquire into the functions and 
mechanisms that virtually al I of its pro-
ponents (genuine and not-so-genuine) give 
lip-service to. 

First and foremost, there is the 
Involvement of the people. 

COPYRIGHT@ 1960 BY SAUL STEINBERG 

ORIGINALLY IN THE NEW YORKER 

Now, I have left this phrase 'involve-
ment of the people' deliberately simple 
because even at this elementary level 
there are questions and problems about 
what we might mean. 

To start Which people? Let us say we 
are talking about a well-defined nation, 
living within clearly defined geographical 
boundaries. By 'The People', do we mean 
everyone living within these boundaries? 
Or, more likely, do we mean only those 
people who can trace their descent 
immediately from the one or more ethnic 
groups encompassed in that nation's idea 
of itself? Less widely still, should we put 
an age-restriction on who counts as a 
'citizen'? Say, everyone over the age of 
twenty-one. And if we do this, should we 
not be fully rational and take the 
reasoning behind these restrictions to its 
logical limits. So, if we say that people 
under twenty-one should be excluded 
from determining the functioning of 
society because they are not likely to be 
sufficiently well-informed and have not 
learned to exercise certain civic qualities, 
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Gemeni 

like responsibility and self-restraint and 
the paying of taxes, then by similar logic 
we should surely omit people over the 
age of, say, eighty on the grounds that 
they are likely to have lost certain civic 
qua I ities, Ii ke receptivity to new ideas 
and the physical abi I ity to act upon 
their beliefs in the public arena. 

What has just been said - especially 
about our senior citizens - should not 
be taken as a serious proposal. I have 
made this point only to make a general 
point: that there are many, many ques-
tions entailed in almost anything we 
say about the functioning and gover-
nance of society . And the politician 
who ignores such questions, or who 
acts as though he and his charmed circle 
of fellow-politicians alone hold the 
answers, is doing a grave disservice to 
Democracy in any intelligent conception 
of the word. 

Without asking any further questions, 
let's try to lay out the more fundamental 
functions and mechanisms which almost 
everyone expects to find in a Democracy . 
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1 . The involvement 
Of the people: This is generall y 
taken to mean that every citizen who 
is capable of functioning responsibly 
must freely be allowed to act through 
mechanisms which actually can regulate 
the life and governance of society . It is 
not enough for such mechanisms merely 
to exist . They must also be hea lthily 
functional, and they must be freely 
accessible to everyone who is entitled 
to such access. 

Precisely how the various mechanisms 
can actually be effective varies, legiti -
mately, according to their nature and 
their aims. For instance, in the mecha-
nism of the General Elect ion it is, by and 
large, the number of ind ivi duals which 
makes the mechn ism work in a part icu lar 
way. But, by cont rast, in the mechan ism 
of the Judiciary numbers often do not 
count; just one individual can effect a 
course of act ion - say, the indict ment of 
the Govern ment . 

What all t hese regulatory mechnisms 
must have in common within a properly 
functi oning democracy is effectiveness. 
They must be able to ach ieve the effects, 
or aims, for w hich they were instituted . 
And if , for any reason, they are seri ously 
fru strated in achieving these effects, 
thi s must be seen as a weakening of 
Democracy . 

Al ready, in many societies where 
democracy is a wel l-entrenched t radition , 
there are many such wea knesses. For 
instance, the common man often has 
the constitutional right to defend himself 
against another, even against the State. 
But all too often , a defence would be 
prohibitively costly and time-consuming; 
and many a man, gravely wronged, suffers 
in silence rather than pursue the costly 
path of Justice. 

When so many factors act to weaken 
the regulatory mechanisms in traditional 
democracies, we may be su re that in 
societies possessing anti-democrati c tra-
ditions the danger is even greater. 

2. Accountability: A conse-
quence of the effective involvement by 
the common man in the regulation and 
governance of society is that those whom 
he elects to do the actual governing must 
be accountable to him, usually through 
specific and independent mechanisms. 
Putting it bluntly : People in power -
whether in politics, or business or what-
ever - must be hefd accountable for their 
actions; and the mechanisms for this 
accou ntabi I ity must be so strong that 
no-one, by virtue of power or patronage, 
can escape. 

Again , there are many types of 
mechanism : the Law is one, professional 
associations and watchdog bodies con-
stitute another, a University-Senate is (or 
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shou ld be} a third. 
Regrettably , t his is an ext remely wea k 

point in the governance of Malaysia. 
With rampant pat ronage, with increa-
singly extensive and centra lized powers 
of Govern ment, and with the pervasive-
ness of · slogans like 'Don't rock the 
boat' and 'Never lose face', the mecha-
nisms of accountability, though they 
exist , are feeb le and often inoperative. 
And even when they do operate, there 
are often ways and means of negat ing 
them - such as the granting of Royal 
Pardons. 

3. Commitment to 
Democracy: This is perhaps the 
most difficu lt aspect of al I. It means that 
everyone in society, rulers and ruled 
alike, must commit themselves to the 
princip les and fu nctions of Democracy, 
even when it does not suit them to do 
so. Thus, not only must one strive to 
uphold certa in t hings, but one must 
also be prepared to forego ot her things 
wh ich would be convenient and pl easing 
to oneself. 

Again, this is something on which 
Malaysia is weak. For instance, the 
present Prime Minister has repeatedly 
gone on record as saying that we have a 
Free Press. But he invariably adds that 
the Press will remain free only so long as 
it behaves itself, i.e., so long as its 
conduct suits the Government. 

Within any intelligent conception of 
Democracy , such a comment is ridi-
cu lous. Indeed, it is hard to believe that 
a man can be so naive as to think that a 
Free Press can function properly when it 
is constantly being reminded (and not 
only by the Prime Minister} of what will 
happen to it if it misbehaves. The two 
premisses - 'The Press is free' and 'The 
Press will not be free if .. .' - are mutually 
incompatible. And that the Government 
does not appreciate this elementary 
point in very practical logic must cast 
doubt on its intellectual competence, 
to say the least. 

But to return to the heart of our third 
principle, or function . We , may ask 
whether there is a real commitment to 
the democratic way of doing things in 
Malaysia . And we should look not only 
at national politics, but also at other 
levels of the exercise of power and the 
management of things. Again, regrettably, 
we find a weakness, and one which is all-
pervasive. From the imperious ou tbursts 
of Adib Adam and the causes of the 
present MCA crisis, right down to the 
ordinary workplace, there is every effort 
to ride roughshod over democratic 
functions. One has only to read the 
Letters Pages of the newspapers to catch 
a glimpse, the merest gl impse, of what 
happens. 

These three functions, or functi oning 
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... we have a 
simplistic, and 

consequently 
totalitarian, form 

of Democracy 
foisted upon us 
princip les, of Democracy have been 
chosen because they seem, t o th is wri ter, 
to undergird so much else. Of course , we 
could adopt other approaches t o the 
top ic. We could be more specific. We 
could, fo r instance, begin by enu merating 
speci f ic rights: security against arbitrary 
arrest and imprisonment; freedom of 
speech, of the press and of assembl y; _ 
freedom of petit ion and of associat ion; 
freedom of movement; freedom of 
rel igi on and of teaching; etc., etc. But 
such an approach would not get us very 
far unless we had fi rstly thought about 
the fundamentals , the philosophical basis, 
of the phenomenon. 

The approach suggested in this essay 
(and it has been only a suggestion) has 
tried to draw our attention to the com-
plexity of this many-headed creature we 
call Democracy; to remind ourselves 
that it is often talked about but rarel y 
thought about; and to warn oursel ves 
that unless we in Malaysia are very careful 
we are perilously likely to have a si m-
plistic, and consequently totalitarian, 
form of Democracy foisted upon us, 
with all the finer points going by default. 
And it's the vitality of the finer points, 
the nuances, which often matter most 
to the common man . 

The attitude of the Malaysian Govern-
ment and of the elites in Malaysian 
society towards the common man and to 
his aspirat ions and anxieties is desperately 
close to the sentiments of a famous 
18th century figure, who bluntly 
declared: 

"As for the commonality, I do not 
trouble myself about them. They will 
always be the same. I cultivate my 
garden. There will alw_ays be toads, 
but they do not hinder the singing 
of my nightingales." 
But rulers beware. We know from the 

latest f igures on Malaysian poverty , 
especial ly rural poverty, that your 'toads' 
are on the increase. One day, unless you 
are careful, they might drown out your 
night ingales. And then you yourselves.• 

Gem en i is t he non-de-p lume of a concerned 
academ ic ian t eaching in one of the Ma laysian 
u niversi t ies. 



Vital Statistics 

The Malaysian Woman 

W omen account for just one-
half of the entire Malaysian 
population (49 .5% in the 
1970 and 49.8% in the 1980 

population census) . 
We are all familiar with how mothers, 

wives and sisters are involved in 
"domestic work" (cooking, washing 
clothes, house-cleaning, marketing and 
bringing up children) which absorbs long 
hours but for which they receive no wage. 
In official statistics women who are so 
involved are not considered employed 
and often assumed by many to be "not 
working"; for instance, so often we hear 
it said, "Oh, my wife's not working". 

Very often, especially among the poor, 
women also perform jobs which are not 
"domestic"; like helping in the farms in 
the rural areas or sel Ii ng food and the Ii ke 
in the urban areas. In most cases such 
work is performed in addition to 
domestic work . Again, the extent of such 
contributions by these lower class women 
working for their . family concerns is 
usually not captured in official statistics 
on employment since in most cases they 
work part-time and do not receive 
financial remunerations for their efforts. 
Because of this, there is again the 
tendency for us to forget that women 
have contributed as much as the men in 

cultivating the land or running the family-
based enterprise. It is usually only when 
the women are involved in such non-
domestic work on a full-time basis, are 
paid, and report themselves as such that 
they are considered gainfully-employed. 

Consequently, employment statistics can 
be misleading. Women's contribution to 
development is always under-reported. 
According to the Population Census 
1980, the labour participation of males 
was 84.8% while that for women only 

Table 1: Employed Males & Females in the Manufacturing Sector, Peninsular 
Malaysia 1957-1976 

Year Total Male Female 

1957 135,382 112,837 22,545 
(83.3%) (16.7%) 

1970 251,939 178,881 73,058 
(71%} (29%) 

1974 498,113 313 ,385 184,728 
(63%) (37%} 

1975 533,496 324,070 209,426 
(61%) (39%} 

1976 584,341 342,828 241,513 
(59%} (41%} 

1980 596,270 357,350 238,920 
(60%) (40%} 

Source: Jamllah ARiffin "Women At Work" (1979) and the Population Census 1980 
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Women's contribution to develop-
ment is always under-reported 

42.4%. These statistics are reflective of 
the problem for only those who worked 
for "pay, profit or family-gain" are 
included. 

According to the Labour Force Survey 
1979, 42.5% of all women employed 
were in the agricultural labour force. 
Many of them would probably be 
working on family farms owned by their 
fathers, husbands or brothers. 

It is important to note that since 1970 
there has also been a steady increase in 
women participation in the manufac-
turing sector. This increased rate of 
women participation is largely a result of 
the introduction of labour-intensive, 
export-oriented industries Ii ke electronics, 
textile and garments and food processing 
into the country. Table 1 indicates this 
rise over 1970 - 1980. 

However, female workers employed in 
factories tend to be paid much less than 
male workers. Table 2 lists some 
examples. It is only in electronics where 
the overwhelming majority of workers are 
women that wage differentials between 
men and women are neg I igible (at least at 
the level of qua! ity control supervisors) . 

Not surprisingly then, a higher percen-
tage of female than male wage earners 
received less than $200 per month in 
1980: female 30%, male 13%. Indeed 
80% of all female workers employed 
earned less than $400 while more than 
90% earned less than $600. Figure 1 
indicates these points. Be that as it may, 
it should also be mentioned, however, 
that a more striking point is that the vast 
majority of those employed, regardless of 
sex, earned less than $600 while a smaller 
minority, made up principally of males 
earned more than $600. 

At the very apex of society, this 
domination by man is even more evident . 
In the Labour Force Survey 1979, it is 
reported that women only comprised 6% 
of administrative and managerial workers. 
During 1975 to 1980 the total number of 
doctors pro.duced locally was only 140 
while in 1983 women lawyers accounted 
for only 16% of the total. The situation 
among engineers is even more dismal: 38 
in 1980. 

Apart from various prejudices against 
women, there are structural reasons why 
women continue to be dominated by 
men. Table 3 on literacy rates and Table 
4 on educational levels indicate certain 
structural problems faced by women. 
Clearly, more needs to be done to uplift 
the status of women.• 

Loh Kok Wah 
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More needs 
to be done to uplift the status of women 

Table 2: Male-Female Wage Differentials in Peninsular Malaysia 
(1968/69 & 1974) 

Industry & Occupation 
Women's Wages as a 
Percentage of Men's 

Rubber Milling: 
Sheet rubber maker 
Heavecrumb process worker 

Biscuit Manufacturing: 
Baker, General 

Textiles: 
Spinner 

Electronics: 
Qua! ity Control supervisor 

Source: Jamilah Ariffin, op.cit 

1968/69 

73 
70 

79 

67 

Table 3: Literacy Rates in Peninsular Malaysia , 1970 & 1980 

No. (ooo) Literate (%) 
Semi-
Literate 

1970 

Male 3022.7 72 5 

Female 3031.6 50 5 

1980 

Male 3935.6 83 3 

Female 4041.5 67 4 

Source: Population Census, 1980 

Table 4: Educational Level by Sex 1970 - 1975 

1974 

81 
82 

62 

91 

99 

Illiterate 

23 

46 

13 

29 

Percentage of People Who Have Received 

Level of Schooling 

. Primary 

Lower Secondary 

Upper Secondary 

Tertiary 

University 

Source: Ministry of Education 
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M 

91.6 

60.6 

23.9 

4.1 

0.8 

1970 

F 

84.8 

43.6 

16.1 

2.2 

0.4 

1975 

M F 

95.3 93.1 

75.8 63.0 

53.6 26.3 

8.4 5.5 

2.1 0.9 



Hak Asasi 

Hak Manusia adalah sejagat 

W alaupun pada hari ini dimensi se-
jagat mengenal konsep hak manusia 

adalah secara umumnya diterima tanpa 
disoalkan - lagipun, perisytiharan yang 
diterima dalam tahun 1948 dengan suara 
majoriti terbanyak oleh Negara-negara 
Ahli Bangsa-Bangsa Bersatu memberi hak 
terhadap Perisytiharan Sejagat mengenai 
Hak Manusia - dan hendak diakui bahawa 
dalam aspek-aspek tertentu mengenainya, 
konsep ini adalah hasil daripada tama-
dun Barat. Apabila sampai ke akhir abad 
kesembilan belas, Jepun mula pula 
"memodenkan" negaranya, dan beberapa 
anggapan politik dan perundangan baru 
telah diperkenalkan kepada negara Jepun. 
Tidak terdapat perkataan "hak manusia" 
dalam bahasa Jepun, dan istilah baru ter-
paksa dicipta. Sifat begini merupakan 
hanya satu contoh mengenai tradisi 
budaya yang bukan bersifat Barat dan 
t idak terwujud persamaan konsep begin i 
dalam budaya Jepun. 

Perbezaan yang memeranjatkan ini 
dengan segera menunjukkan tentang 
masalah yang wujud dalam persejagatan 
konsep sedemikian. Adalah nyata bahawa 
penembusan ke dalam dunia bukan-

Yoshikazu Sakamoto 

Suatu contoh yang keterlaluan ialah tentang 
wujudnya di negara-negara membangun 

tertentu dasar-dasar kerajaan yang bersifat 
menindas di samping terdapat hak manusia. 

Bentuk reaksi kedua yang kelihatan 
terdapat di beberapa buah negara di 
Dunia Ketiga adalah tertanam dengan 
lebih kukuh lagi di kalangan rakyat jelata . 
Bentuk ini ialah nasionalisme terkelaluan 
yang menafikan kesejagatan nilai-nilai 
Barat, tetapi ia meningkatkan nilai-nilai 
tradisi asli, dan ia berusaha memperkuat 
dan memelihara kewujudan politik dan 
kewujudan budayanya yang tersendiri . 

Walaupun pengesahan sedemikian 
mengenai sentimen popular mempunyai 
aspek positif, iaitu dengan melebihi 
daripada hanya menolak penguasaan bu-
daya Barat seperti dengan pengesahan 
sifat sejagat nilai-nilai Barat, ia juga mem-
punyai bahayanya. Suatu contoh yang 
keterlaluan ialah tentang wujudnya di 
negara0 negara membangun tertentu dasar-
dasar kerajaan yang bersifat menindas 
di samping terdapat hak manusia. Ber-

mewajarkan penguasaannya terhadap 
orang ramai. Dengan kata-kata lain, kedua-
dua "sifat sejagat" Barat dan "sifat 
khusus" bukan-Barat berupanya diputar-
belitkan mengikut cara yang sedemikian 
bagi menghalangnya daripada dipakai 
mengikut maksud antarabangsa mengenai 
hak manusia. 

Pada hari ini, masalah in i menjadi 
bertambah serius daripada masa-masa 
lampau. Tidak pernah pada masa dahulu 
prinsip hak manusia disebarkan dengan 
begitu meluas. Dan tidak pernah juga 
pada zaman dahulu rakyat di dunia 
bukan-Barat begitu ingin mencari identiti-
nya yang tersendiri, atau begitu posit if 
dengan pengesahan kebebasan dan penge-
sahan keaslian budayanya . 

Tidak pernah pada masa dahulu prinsip hak 
manusia disebarkan dengan begitu meluas. 

Bagi menekankan sifat kepelbagaian 
dan juga sifat keaslian budayanya, walau-
pun perkara-perkara yang mel ibatkan hak 
manusia, masyarakat-masyarakat bukan-
Barat menekankan tentang perbezaan 
yang wujud antara cara pemikirannya 
dengan ca ra pemikiran Barat. Misalnya 
pemeriksaan mengenai kedudukan kaum 
wanita dalam masyarakat telah mende-
dahkan bahawa banyak budaya memberi 
kepent ingan yang amat sangat terhadap 
perbezaan antara peranan sosial le laki 
dengan peranan sosia l wanita. Dalam 
setengah-setengah masyarakat juga, ke-
bijaksanaan sebenar dianggap sebaga i 
tambahan gerontokrak i , dan pihak yang 
muda , wa laupu n jika mereka menunjuk-
kan potensi kebolehan, t idak akan 
boleh mencapai status pem,buat kepu -
tusan. 

Barat oleh konsep Barat telah terhasil 
di bawah pengaruh penjajahan Barat . 
Dengan kata -kata lain, "hak persamaan" 
yang merupakan salah satu daripada hak '. 
hak asasi manusia, telah disebarkan ke 
seluruh dunia bukan-Barat mengikut kon-
teks ketidaksamaan yang nyata dan 
mengi kut hubungan pihak yang men-
guasai/pihak yang dikuasai. 

Keadaan yang paradoks begini mem-
bangkitkan dua jenis reaksi di dunia 
bukan-Barat. Reaksi pertama ialah peluang 
tentang anggapan ini mengenai "hak 
persamaan" dan menggunannya pula se-
bagai alasan untuk mengkritik; dan se-
sungguhnya untuk menentang hakikat 
penguasaan Barat. Cara begini merupa-
kan cara yang berkesan bagi menunjuk-
kan pertentangan terhadap pendirian 
Barat . Tetapi, ia juga membayangkan 
tentang penerimaan nilai-nilai Barat, ia itu 
suatu keadaan yang mel ibatkan per-
tentangan-pertentangan lain. Selanjutnya, 
walaupun jika jenis penaakulan begini 
bo leh secara lebih kurang diterima o leh 
golongan eJit pendidikan Barat di negara-
negara membangun, ia tidak semestinya 
berkesan bagi menggerakkan sokongan 
rakyat di negara-negara ini . 

hadapan dengan tekanan daripada negara-
negara Barat dan juga daripada organisasi 
antarabangsa yang sangat berhasrat untuk 
membela kesejagatan hak manusia, adalah 
diharapkan bahawa reaksi penolakan akan 
wujud bagi menentang konsep yang 
dianggap bersifat Barat dan tidak ber-
sesuaian dengan hakikat nyata kehidup-
an negara. Anggapan "kemerdekaan" dan 
"tidak campur tangan dalam hal-hal 
dalam negeri" di pu tarbel itkan, dan ia di-
gunakan bagi melawan tekanan dari luar 
dalam usaha mempertahankan hak 
manusia . 

Jad i, seperti dengan anggapan Ba rat 
mengenai kesejagatan yang sela lu d iguna-
kan bagi tujuan po li tik, iaitu dengan 
maksud merasionalisasikan penguasaan 
penjajah, agak lazim juga untuk men-
dapat i bahawa anggapan bukan-Barat juga 
digunakan secara khusus o leh mereka 
yang memegang tampuk kuasa bagi 

Hubungan antara individu dengan ke-
lompok juga berbeza. Da lam banya k 
masyarakat , kesetiaan kepada kelompok 
atau organisasi mendahu lu hak-hak indi-
vidu, dan sifat begini adalah bertentangan 
dengan idea yang lazi m terdapat dalam 
masyarakat masyarakat Barat, di ma na 
kelompo k atau organisasi wu jud kerana 
terdapat kere laan individu yang mem-
bentu k masyarakat , dan o leh itu ia adalah 

Dari satu segi, banyak budaya bukan-Barat 
adalah tanpa diragukan lagi mempunyai 

nilai-nilai khusus yang tidak boleh dinilai 
ataupun diterangkan mengikut kriteria Barat. 
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alat bagi menyatakan hak individu . 
Sekali lagi , terdapat banyak masyara-

kat dengan seakan-akan struktur duaan. 
Mengikutnya undang-undang dan perlem-
bagaan menegakkan anggapan kesejagatan 
hak manusia mengikut gaya Barat, mana-
kala peraturan dan adat sosial menerus-
kan standard nilai tradisi asli . Sifat duaan 
ini memerlukan analisis yang lebih men-
dalam. Dari satu segi, banyak budaya 
bukan-Barat adalah tanpa diragukan lagi 
mempunyai nilai-nilai khusus yang tidak 
boleh dinilai ataupun diterangkan meng-
ikut kriteria Barat. Sebaliknya, terdapat 
bahaya bahawa mengikut nilai-nilai yang 
khusus, penindasan autoriter dan pen-
cabulan hak manusia akan termaktub 
pula . 

Suatu pendekatan yang diketahui se-
bagai relativisme budaya, melibatkan 
pengakuan tentang nilai-nilai khusus bagi 
budaya dan penolakan anggapan skala 
hierarki mengenai nilai . Aliran pemi-
kiran begin i telah dengan banyaknya 
melemahkan konsep mengenai dunia yang 
berpusat di Eropah. Tetapi, jika asas 
penaakulan mengenai relativisme budaya 
dianggap mengikut rumusan logisnya, 
mungkin difikirkan bahawa ia akan 
membawa kepada anarki dalam sistem 
nilai dunia. Jika demikianlah sifatnya, 
sistem nilai sejagat yang didasarkan ke-
pada penolakan pencabulan hak manusia 
oleh pihak yang menggunakan kuasa 
dengan sewenang-wenang tidak akan 
mempunyai raison d'etre. 

Hakikat begini mungkin membawa 
seseorang untuk memikiran bahawa logik 
budaya relativisme, secara yang tidak 
dapat dielakkan, membawakan pula ke-
pada penafian mengenai kesejagatan hak 
manusia . Tetapi adakah sedemikian hal-
nya? Analisis yang mendalam mengenai 
erti relativisme budaya memberi kan agak-
nya suatu gambaran yang lain. 

Tidakkah ia disebabkan oleh hakikat bahawa 
setiap budaya didasarkan kepada manusia, 

dan titik permulaan kita pula adalah bahawa 
semua manusia mempunyai hak yang sama? 

Sifat lndivldu dan kebebasan budaya mestilah 
diterima sebagai titik permulaan 

mestilah diterima sebagai titik permulaan 
persamaan manusia . Dan persamaan se-
jagat manusia begini, dan darinya muncul 
kebebasan dan kepelbagaian budaya, ada-
lah perkara yang sama seperti kesejagatan 
hak manusia. • 

Untuk menegaskan relativisme budaya 
dan menolakkan pula imperialisme budaya 
adalah anggapan bahawa budaya hendak-
lah diklasifikasikan bukan mengikut 
hierarki budaya Barat di pangkalnya, 
tetapi sebagai sistem berasingan yang 
mempunyai nilai-nilai sama-rata . Meng-
apakah terdapat pengesahan begini 
mengenai persamaan budaya yang ber-
beza? Tidakkah ·ia disebabkan oleh haki-
kat bahawa setiap budaya didasarkan 
kepada manusia, dan titik permulaan 
kita pula adalah bahawa semua manusia 
mempunyai hak yang sama? Jika kita 
menerima hujah bahawa persamaan bu-
daya adalah didasarkan kepada persama-
an manusia, kita hanya boleh menerima 
persamaan budaya begini jika ia didasar-
kan kepada pengakuan oleh berbagai 
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persamaan manusia. 

budaya mengenai persamaan manusia . 
Dengan kata-kata lain, budaya dengan 
semua sifat relatif dan ,sifat khusus, 
adalah dengan pentingnya sama. 

Apabila budaya menafikan persama-
an asasi manusia, iaitu persamaan hak 
manusia, ia mendedahkannya pula ke-
pada kritikan antarabangsa. Sudah tentu 
adalah dikehendaki supaya persamaan 
ini boleh membuat pernyataan boleh 
mengi kut bentu k-bentu k kebendaan 
seperti bentuk-bentuk yang paling luas 
berbeza dan dipilih secara bebas oleh 
anggota-anggota setiap masyarakat. Tetapi 
kepelbagaiah ini hendaklah sentiasa di-
-dasarkan kepada asas pertama hak sama-
rata . Sifat individu dan kebebasan budaya 
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THE HUMAN FILE will try to describe and discuss the sufferings of the weak and voiceless in our society 

To subsist in Kuala Lumpur or 
Petaling Java an average family 
with 4 children will need about 
$800 each month. The follow-

ing is the basis for arriving at this figure: 
Monthly provision needs $200.00 
Monthly Marketing needs 100.00 
Rent (Premises shared by 

2 families) 
Water and I ighti ng 
School children's transport, 

meals etc. 
Transport to work etc. 

250.00 
50.00 

150.00 
50.00 

$800.00 

Of course, the list does not include 
those other spendings like when there is a 
sudden illness in the family or for celebra-
tion during festive times, or for clothes or 
expenses for school children at the end of 
the year, hire purchase for a TV or radio, 
and so on. It appears then that making 
ends meet is always difficult. Such is the 
precarious financial situation of living in a 
large city. 

If $800/- is the minimum needed to 
maintain the family adequately, how then 
do the hundreds of thousands of people 
in the lower income group, say those who 
are in Government service earning an 
average of about $400/- monthly, 
manage? How do they survive? How do 
they feed their children? Since we do not 
see many of them begging around in the 
cities, how do they survive? And what 
about those who are drawing incomes 
even less than $400/-? There must also be 
a few hundred thousand of them. 

We do not know for sure what is the 
poverty line; different authorities give 
different figures; some say $300/-, some 
say $200/-. But we know the national per 
cap ita income is $4,700/-. Yet a salary of 
$400/- a month provides for only half the 
requirement for survival. 

Because of this precarious situation, 
many people in the Industrial and Manual 
Group (\MG) of the public sector have 
been forced to find other sources of 
income like working over-time, running a 
small business, or finding a part-time job 
after office hours. Consequently, some of 
them work into the early hours of the 
morn ing and only have a few hours rest 
before returning to their regular jobs at 
seven or eight. Naturally, they feel tired 
during these eight hours of the day and 
cannot be extremely "productive". This 
is not because these workers are lazy or 
that they do not work hard. They do not 
need new "work ethics" or Quality 
Control Circles (QCCs). What they need is 
a fairer wage to 'help them make ends 
meet. 

Ends 
Do Not Meet 

They appear not to work hard because 
they are tired; and they are tired because 
they "moonlight" to supplement their 
inadequate incomes. Before "Looking 
East" at Japan we should first look at the 
plight of our poor at home. 

A random interview with some of the 
workers in the public sector reveals the 
following: 
Encik Mohamad aged 24, (Seremban) 
Salary:- $300/-. Married with one ch ild . 
Overtime:- $150.00 (ave.) 
Total income:-$455/-

Monthly provision and 
marketing 

Rental 
Transport and meals at work 
Interest on loan of $1,500/-

taken to make ends meet 

Total minimum expenses 
Less: Income 

Perpetual Red 

$200 .00 
60.00 

120.00 

150.00 

$530.00 
455.00 

$ 75.00 

Encik Muthu aged 46, (Kuala Lumpur) 
Salary:- $700/-. 
Married with 3 children (all at school) 
Overtime:- $100/- (sometimes) 
Total income:- $800.00 

Monthly provision and 
marketing 

School children transport 
and meal 

Rental 
Transport and meal at work 
Other payments, hire 

purchase etc. 

Total minimum expenses 
Less income 

Perpetual Red 
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$300.00 

100.00 
300 .00 
150.00 

150.00 

1000.00 
800.00 

$200.00 

Encik Ismail, aged 42 (Kuala Lumpur) 
Salary:- $500/-. 
Married with four children (all at school) 
Overtime:- $100/-. 
Total income:- $600/-. 

Monthly provision and 
marketing $350.00 

School transport for children 
and meals 150.00 

Transport and meals at work 150.00 
Other payments, hire 

purchase etc. 150.00 
(No rental - staying in Quarters} 

Total minimum expenses 
Less income 

Perpetual Red 

$800.00 
600.00 

$200.00 

From the above survey of 3 cases, it is 
clear that it is difficult to make ends 
meet, even with overtime as in the case of 
Encik Muthu who earns $800 a month . 
Thus they are forced to "moonlight" to 
avoid being in perpetual debts. In some 
cases, some put in 16 hours of work each 
day! 

How then can they be considered 
lazy? If it was so, many would be begging 
instead of taking up another job. 

Why are people finding it so difficult 
to survive? Why is that they canAot make 
ends meet? Part of the problem is of 
course due to inflation. Though govern-
ment statistics claim that inflation is 
under control and that basic necessities 
are easily available, the people know that 
things are getting expensive rapidly and 
find it difficult to acquire their daily 
needs. A second problem is low wages 
and the unequal distribution of the 
nation's wealth.• 

R.R. Chandran 
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Human Rights Round-Up 

The Right To Food 

Salvadoran refugees: A potential nightmare of too many people and inhuman poverty 

(The fo llowing i s excerpted f ro m a preliminary 
study of the " r ig ht to fo o d " project b ein g, 
cond ucted in 1984 by the Net herlands In st i tute 
of Hu ma n Rig h ts (S IM) . The article is publi shed 
i n t he SIM Newsletter, N o. 4 0, October 19 83) . 

I nternationa l law recogn ises t he r ight 
to food and t he fundamental right to 
be free from hunger. Yet, in ou r 
world today, millions of people 

suffer from hunger and malnutrition. 
Est imates vary between 400 mill ion , 
according t o the Food and Agr icultura l 
Orga nisation, and 1 bi lli on, as assessed 
by the Wor ld Bank. 

It is a well known fact that wor ld 
production of food-stuffs is enough to 
provide every human being with an 
adequate daily amount of food. So , 
people are starving in the midst of plenty . 
In 1975, it was computed by an agri-
cultural university that the earth is 
capable of grow ing 25 times as much 
food as was produced at that time. 

These si mp\e but sad facts suffice to 
show that we are faced here with what 
can legitimately be called manki nd's 
greatest disgrace. Apart from legal, moral 
and humanitarian reasons, there is a con-
sideration derived from self-interest 
wh ich makes it profitable to address our-
selves to th is problem; hunger and 
ma lnutrition have serious repercussions 
on. productivity , economic growth and 
social stability. 
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The distribution of food, on both t he 
globa l and nat ional leve ls, occurs not 
according to need but according to 
wealth or purchasi ng power : food follows 
t he rules of t he ma rket. Many people in 
the worl d are so poor t hat they are 
unable to satisfy t heir elementary needs 
for food . Most of t hese people live in the 
developing countr ies. Given these facts , 
t here is an urgent need to devote efforts 
to finding solutions to t he prob lem of 
poverty and wor ld hunger, in particular 
by f ind ing ways and mea ns to strengthen 
the legal content and the practica l 
implementation of the right to food and 
the fundamental right to be free from 
hunger as laid down in the Universa l 
Declaration of Human Rights and in 
Art icle 11 of the International Covenant 
on Economic, Socia l and Cultural Rights. 

Article 11 of the International 
Covenant provides t hat: 

" 1. The States Parties recognise 
t he right of everyone to an adequate 
standard of living for himself and his 
family, including adequate food, 
clothing and housing, and to the con-
tinuous improvement of living condi-
tions. The States Parties will take 
appropriate steps to ensure the real iza-
tion of this right, recognising to this 
effect the essential importance of 
international cooperation based on 
free consent. 
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2. The States Parties .. . shall take 
individuall y and through internat ional 
coo peration, t he measures . . . w hi ch 
are needed: 
(a) To improve methods of prod uc-

t ion, conservat ion and di stribu-
ti on of food by mak ing ful l use 
of technical and scient ific know-
ledge, by d isseminati ng knowledge 
of the pr i nci pies of nutrition and 
by developing or reformi ng 
agrarian systems in such a way as . 
to achieve the most effi cient 
development and utili zat ion of 
natural resources; 

(b ) Ta king into account t he prob lem 
of both food- importing and food-
export ing count ri es, t o ensu re an 
equitable distr ibut ion of world 
food supp lies in re lat ion t o need." 

An assessment in legal te rms of w hat 
const it utes an " appropriate st ep" t o t hese 
ends seems di ff icult t o make, since it 
impli es many techni cal co nsiderat ions. It 
should be not ed , however, that more 
product ion, conservat ion and distri bution 
alone wil l not necessar ily lead to an 
eradication of hunger and malnu tr ition. 
A simple causa l model of hunger and 
ma\ nutrition runs as fo l lows: The 
occurrence of hunger and malnutrition 
depends on (a) the ava ilab il it y of food 
(on national, regional or local levels), 
(b) the ability of individua ls (or house-
holds) to obtain the avai lable food. 

The ava i la bi I ity of food indeed 
depends on the means of product ion , 
conservat ion and distribut ion of food. 
Food can be obtained by either 
producing it, or by buying it from other 
producers. To be able to buy, one should 
have some for m of income, eg. simply 
being rich, selling one's labour for a wage, 
or benefitting from some form of social 
security. Today there is general agree-
ment that in most cases the immediate 
cause for hunger and ma lnutrition is 
poverty, or the inability of people to 
obtain food. So States, when implemen-
ting the right to food, should consider 
both the increase of production and the 
improvement of t he ability of individuals 
to obtain food. Law, and politics for that 
matter, does have an impact on decisions 
as to how, and how much, resources are 
spent to improve methods of production, 
conservat ion and distribution of food. 



It is also a well known fact that some 
developing nations have neglect ed, in 
thei r development plann ing or in the 
execution of those plans, their rural and 
agricultural development in favour of 
other goals, such as defence and arma-
ments. The law can here play an 
important role in enhancing the ab i lity 
of people to obtain food, eg. by enacting 
and enforcing land reforms, labour legis-
lation (minimum wages), by establishing 
price control mechanisms, by establishing 
social security schemes, etc. However, 
whether domestic legislation will be used 
for such purposes is heavily influenced by 
politics: who decides which resources are 
used for what purpose? 

At the international level today, it is 
not only States and international organi-
sations that are the relevant actors. 
Account must be taken of the activities 
of transnational corporations, especially 
those involved in agribusiness, the pro-
duction, transportation, processing and 
marketing of food. A well known 
example is provided by the marketing 
practices of producers of breast milk 
substitutes. By promoting the use of 
such substitutes, in itself a relative ly 
harmless product, in countries where the 
hygienic or economic circumstances 
prohibit their normal use, they have con-
tributed to the premature death of many 
I ittle children. Ways and means need then 
to be sought to make transnational 
corporations more responsible and 
accountable for the intended or 
unintended consequences of their 
activities. 

Despite the recognition of the essential 
importance of international cooperation, 
it should be realised that in most cases 
international efforts can do no more than 
complement domestic endeavou rs, by 
helping to remove some of the external 
constraints which limit poss ibi l ities for 
internal reforms, and by presenting an 
external frame of reference against which 
domestic efforts may be assessed. One of 
the things that international cooperation 
could do is to provide developing States 
with the means to pursue their develop-
ment. 

International law and cooperation 
could provide for incentives and 
sanctions. As an incentive for countries 
seriously implementing programmes 
destined to ensure everyone's right to 
food, developed countries could consider 
the idea of concluding treaties under 
which developing countries would be 
entitled to call upon the developed 
country to provide, as needed, money, 
techno logy, know-how, etc. In other 
words, a social security scheme, or a 
"so lidarity contract", between states. In 
t his area , arguments have been fo rwarded 
to lin k development aid t o t he human 
rights performance of the government of 

Communal village in Mozambique: 'People are starving' 

Bruce Hoerte! 

D'Ermo at Dominique: Everyday fare of rattlesnake, kangaroo and alligator scal/opini 

the receiving state. 
Since the ultimate goal of develop-

ment is the realization of all human 
rights, it makes no sense to aid govern-
ments in real ising the right to food when 
those governments violate other equally 
fundamental human rights. There is 
general understanding of the danger of 
neo-colonialist behaviour or cultural and 
ideological influence, but in the context 
of long term and structured development 
aid it should be easier for governments to 
agree upon th is link and accept an 
adequate way to solve the disput es that 
may arise . On the other hand, inter-
national law should t ry to lay down 
whi ch acts of states, transnational 
corpo rations or individuals constitute 
violations of the right t o food . It has been 
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suggested that the destruction of food 
surpluses, the exporting of food by a 
country where people suffer from hunger, 
or even the growing of export food crops 
in itself in such countries might 
constitute such a violation. 

It has already been stated in the 
Universal Declaration on the Eradication 
of Hunger and Malnutrition, as adopted 
on 16th November 1974 by the World 
Food Conference and endorsed by the 
U.N. General Assembly on 17 December 
1974, t he elimina tion of hunger and 
mal nut r it ion is techn ica lly possible and 
is therefore the common objective of all 
nations. By a concerted effort of the 
international community it should be 
possible to put an end t o world hunger.e 

Contr ibuted by Azmi Khalid 
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Book Review 

Hiroshima Notes 
by Kenzaburo Oe 
ed . by David L. Sawin 
T ranslated by Tosh i Yonezawa 
YMCA Press , Tokyo, 198 1. 

ugust 6, 1984 marks the thirty -ninth 
anniversary o f the Hiroshima atomi c 
bombing which instantaneously killed 

100,000 peopl e. Many thousand others were 
affected by radiat ion and have been slowly 
dying ever since . Unfortunately, the world has 
still not learnt from this tragic experience. 

Instead, on March 1, 1954, the United 
States of America conducted a hydrogen bomb 
test on the Bikini Atoll i n the Pacific Ocean. 
And despite the fact that radioactive dust and 
ash affected over 250 inhabitants of Rongelap 
about 100 miles downwind from the explosion 
and 46 people died within the next 12 years , 
the super-powers have gone on with the 
development of their nuclear weapons systems. 
Over, the past 35 years, the US and Soviet 
Union have stockpiled more than 50,000 
nuclear warheads. The US now possesses the 
equivalent of 600,000 bombs like the one 
which was dropped in Hiroshima in 1945. 

In a study conducted by the Office of 
Technology Assessment of the United States, it 
has been estimated that if a single megaton (1 
million ton of TNT) bomb were dropped on 
Detroit and Leningrad today, close to one 
quarter of a mil lion could be killed and half a 
million others injured . The widespread fires, 
radiation and short-term fal lout which would 
follow the nuclear drops would result in 
another 2.5 million deaths and 1.1 mill ion 
injured . The fallout could also be carried by 
water or wind to other places causing radiation 
sickness elsew here. 

At a time when the nuclear threat to human 
existence mounts daily, the publication in 
English of Hiroshima Notes by Kenzaburo Oe 
is most timely. It makes available to non-
Japanese readers the experiences and thoughts 
of the atomic bomb victims of Hiroshima. 

Although many books about Hiroshima 
victims have been written , many of them are 
written in sc ientific or medical jargon thereby 
clouding the issues and making understanding 
difficult for the layman. Hiroshima Notes 
stands out not only because it is written as a 
narrative in simple language and allows the lay 
person like myself to understand the human 
dimension of nuclear war but also because Oe 
writes beautifully. Not surprisingly, he has 
been awarded several prizes before for his 
writings, like the Akutagawa Prize in 1958 for 
The Catch, the Shinchosa Literary Prize in 
1964 for A Personal Matter, and the Tanizaki 
Prize in 1967 for Football in the Year 1860. 
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Through the Hiroshima Notes, Oe hopes 
tha t readers, who are still ignorant of what it 
meant to those who experienced and survived 
the tragedy of Hiroshima, will be stirred to a 
new awareness and that more wi 11 cooperate to 
bring about a world of peace. The book is a 
record of Oe's visit to Hiroshima. It puts 
together his interviews and thoughts on the 
issue of war , particularly nuclear war. 

The Hiroshima Notes compiles together the 
testimonies of atomic bomb victims collected 
from books and magazines to give us a picture 
of what happened when the bomb was dropped 
in 1945. Among those cited are those from the 
book Flash Bang by lri Maruki and Toshiko 
Akamatsu: 

"It was like hel l - a procession of ghosts, 
a sea of flames " 

" In the pond of the Sentei (Asano Mansion), 
live carp were swimming among dead 
bodies". 

"When I came to my senses, I found my 
comrades still standing erect and saluting; 
when I said, 'Hey' and tapped their 
shoulders, they crumbled down into 
ashes" . 

"People who exclaimed, 'We survived', died 
later with spots all over their bodies and 
with their hair falling out ." 

From the book of recorded atomic bomb 
experiences, Oe gathers these statements: 

"Everyone gathered at some stone steps and 
sat down. They included a woman losing 
her sight in one eye, a man getting sicker 
every m inute, a mother with a fierce 
headache". 

"I could not distinguish man from woman. 
Their faces were swollen and grey, their 
hair stood on end". 
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Oe notes that many of these vict ims who gave 
testimonies of what they saw have since died 
from radiation illness. 

Throu gh his conversations with atomic 
bomb victims and doctors in Hiroshima, Oe 
also rem inds readers that atomic bomb 
survivors still suffer in the atomic bomb 
hospital in Hiroshima and in other parts of 
Japan today. Frpm these conversations, he 
notes that more than 1,000 people with 
disfigured faces stay confined to the back 
rooms of their houses without medical atten-
tion in Hiroshima today . Scar tissues on the 
skin which resembles the shell and legs of a crab 
known as keloid scars is a serious problem . 
Even when surgicall y removed, they recur. 

And from his observations and interview s 
with victims , he informs us that many victims 
lie limply in their beds with " rough, dry, 
darkened skin peeling in flakes" without 
enough energy even to smile. A large number of 
these patients are waiting to die because of 
kidney, pancreatic and liver problems. 

The majority, however, have cancer in their 
internal organs and leukemia. Between the 
author's 2 visits to Hiroshima, one in 1963, 
the other in 1964, three victims died of 
leukemia. A young mother in her teens who 
had been exposed to the atomic bomb when _ 
she was a baby developed symptoms of 
leukemia and died after she gave birth to her 
own baby eighteen years later. Another young 
man who also died of leukemia was exposed to 
the atomic bomb at the age of four. The thi rd 
person, a girl, hanged herself after she found 
out she had "myleoid leukemia " . 

Besides scars, problems in the internal 
organs and leukemia, mothers who were 
exposed to radiation fall-out in 1945 are giving 
birth to still-born deformed children. Other 
children whose parents died of atomic bomb 
diseases many years ago have blood 
abnormalities . 

Many victims also complain of vague 
symptoms (not discernible to doctors). Up 
until now their complaints are regarded as a 
kind of "chronic atomic bomb illness". Others 
have suffered mental stress for a long time or 
what is known as "atomic bomb neurosis" . 
Again , many of these victims have committed 
suicide. During Oe's visit, "an old man (atomic 
bomb victim) who had been awarded in a 
charity institution in Hiroshima finally threw 
himsel f from a ferry boat into the sea" . 
Another young girl committed suicide after 
leaving a note saying, "I caused you too much 
troubl e, so I will die as I planned before". She 
was exposed to the atomic bomb radiation 
when she was still in her mother's womb. Her 
mother died three years after the bombing. The 
daughter suffered from radiation illness; her 
liver and eyes were affected from infancy . 

Nevertheless, the Hiroshima Notes does not 



end with complete pessimism but with respect, 
admiration and hope for the survivors who have 
struggled to recover from the after-effects of 
rad iation and the effort of the local doctors 
w ho have wor ked hard to help them. 

Moved by the human misery in Hirosh ima, 
the author also expresses concern over the split 
in the antinuclear movement . It is unfortunate 
that peace movements throughout the wor ld 
are split over whether to oppose nuclear tests 

When I came to my senses, I fo und my comrades still standing 
erect and saluting: bu t when I said, "Hey," and tapped their 
shoulders, they crumb led down into ashes. 

by "any country " irrespective of political 
system (capitalist or socialist) or to oppose 
nuclear tests by some countries on ly . For the 
people of Hiroshima, the ideologically biased 
anti-nuclear campaigns would never do. 

Likewise, Oe draws inspiration from the 
survivors and comm its himself w ith hope to his 
own mentally-retarded firs t -born which up till 
h is encounter w ith the victims, he had refused 
to accept. 

The message in Hiroshima Notes 
is therefore a universal one. "What 
happened in Hiroshima was a 
massacre but it could be the fore-
runner to the end of the world ... 
If human blood and human cells 
are ever so damaged, it will be the 
beginning of the end of the human 
race."• 

Tan Soo i Beng 

• ,' - ' • ' ; ~ • ,, ;, ' - ~ ' !.. /, • \ ' ' 

With Best Compliments 
from 

SOUTH ISLAND PACKAGING (PG) SDN. BHDe 
LOT 689, MK 1, PRAI INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, PRAI. 

TEL: 347715 & 347611 
(PG. TEL: 68321 4 & 680830) 

SOUTH ISLAND PLASTICS SDNa BHD. 
983, KAWASAN MIEL, PRAI INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, PRAI. 

TEL: 347506 & 340114 
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since the organisation's inception in 
August 1977 on a variety of social 
themes of great public interest. 
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The Arts 

The World's A Stage 

S tanding with head bowed under the 
blazing sun, the prisoner listens as 

an old farmer talks excitedly to the 
crowd. 'Look at him, lazy good-for-
nothing.' The farmer jumps up to shake a 
wrinkled black fist in the prisoner's face. 
'His own cattle die because he can't be 
bothered to take them to the borehole -
so he steals mine. I say we should hang 
him.' 

SeatBd beneath a thorny acacia tree, 
the crowd - old women wrapped in blan-
kets, young girls lounging with babies 
on their backs, men in ragged shirts and 
felt hats - chorus their agreement. The 
thief glances around in alarm. Then, eyes 
white with panic, dashes from the 
clearing.with the crowd chasing him. 

The thief - an actor - escaped . And 
the crowd - an over-enthusiastic audience 
- returned shamefaced but laughing to 
watch the rest of the play. In Botswana, 
drama is brought alive by a popular 
theatre campaign called Laedza Batanani 
(literally: 'Wake up! Let's work 
together'}. 

Popular theatre is a powerful medium. 
Dramatising complex everyday issues, 
using traditional skills of song, dance and 
story-telling and in a language everyone 
understands, the whole community can 
become involved in the performance. And 
incidents like this in one of Botswana's 
isolated desert vii lages have been repeated 
all over the Third World where popular 
theatre is found . In India an old woman 
refused to serve food to the actor playing 
an evil landlord and in Peru the audience 
t ook over the leading roles in a play 
about land reform, one woman seizing 
the actor playing a government official by 
the throat and trying to strangle him. 

The power of the medium lies in its 
familiarity to the audience. Lectures just 
do not work - they're dull. Films and 
television are more fun but they lie in the 
realm of high technology. And so the 
power of drama has been rediscovered by 
development workers. Once despised or 
overlooked as being 'amateur', folk 
theatre is now a byword in appropriate 
development communication . 

And its success seems dramatic. Sistren 
- as in 'brethren' - is a theatre group of 
women street cleaners from the slums of 
Kingston, Jamaica. Formed in 1976 by 
the government's Women's Bureau as part 
of a job creation programme in a city 
where women's unemployment is 44 per 
cent, Sistren was intended to _educate 
participants as well as their audience. 

Debbie Taylor 
Their first play, 'Belly Woman Bangarang', 
- about mother-daughter conflicts - won 
national and international awards. Today 
members of the group are literate and 
articulate and skilled in organisation and 
theatre techniques. Their productions 
highlight women's struggles in Jamaican 
society and their success encourages 
confidence and hope among other 
women. 

But the very effectiveness of commu-
nication by popular theatre means it has 
been co-opted by governments and big 
corporations. In India the Life Insurance 
Corporation hired a team of puppeteers 
to tour 600 villages in two years 
'educating' the rural masses about life 
insurance. This powerful advertisement 
persuades peasants to start paying 
premiums which they can never afford. 
After six months or so, with the 
puppeteers long gone, the gullible give up 
their insurance instalments. With no 
refunds, all the money is lost. 

Used in this way, popular theatre no 
longer means participation or a catalyst 
for discussion but becomes instead 'an 
extension arm of the mass media' - just a 
powerful propaganda instrument for 
transferring a message from sender to 
receiver. However 'appropriate' the 
medium may be, the message itself flows 
in one direction only - from government 
or employer to performer, to audience. 

A step in the right direction is to make 
at least the message worthwhile. But for 
popular theatre to be truly popular -
with involvement by ordinary people -
both the message and the medium must 
invite participation. There has to be a 
two-way flow of information with the 
audience directing the actors or acting 
themselves and the actors listening to 
their audience. That's a tall order and it's 
not often achieved. But without it the 
performance is often nothing more than 
a confidence trick. 

Money raises the most obvious barrier 
to the two-way flow of information 
between people and performers. Even 
the most committed actors may be 
gagged and bound if they have to rely on 
salaries or grants from official sources. 
In Peru, a drama group's play prompted 
villagers to discuss how their co-operative 
have been undermined by the govern-
ment. 'All the things we fought for are 
now controlled by the government,' 
observed one of the audience angrily 
after the performance. 'We had little food 
when we started. And look at us now -
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we're still starving.' But because they 
were under contract to the government, 
the actors were afraid to pursue the 
discussion. It petered out and the vi I lagers 
never regained control of their co-
operative. 

Sistren, too, was begun under the 
auspices of Michael Manley's progressive 
government in Jamaica, which recognised 
the importance of women in develop-
ment. But the group is financed by grants 
from the government's Women's Bureau, 
the United Nations Decade of Women, 
the Canadian University Services Over-
seas, and other bodies. Its survival 
depends on the continuing benevolence 
of the new conservative administration. 
And Prime Minister Seaga's belt-
tightening economic strategies seem likely 
to make it a prime target, for educational 
cut-backs. 

Another obstacle to audience partici-
pation can be technology. Many people 
can act, sing, or dance. But far fewer 
know how to operate a complicated 
lighting or loudspeaker system. At an 
Asian folk dance festival in Chattisgarhi, 
India, last year, a group of educated 
Indians were roundly criticised by visiting 
theatre groups and accused of under-
mining the essence of popular theatre by 
using coloured slides and microphones 
to portray peasants' misery to the 
peasants in the countryside. 

Advocates of folk theatre tend to be 
purists. But, to be fair, commercialised 
entertainment, performed with the help 
of high technology props, is clearly not 
popular theatre. Performer and audience 
are set apart from each other and, more 
improtant, the audience is encouraged tn 
sit passively consuming the play 
though it were a plate of mealimeal. The 
audience must reverse this flow of infor-
mation, involve themselves in the perfor-
mance and make the play enact their own 
message. 

Actors and audience learning · from 
each other - or consciousness raising -
has been put into practice by Ross Kidd 
and others in Botswana's Laedza Batanani 
campaign. Following the ideas of the 
Latin American educationalist Paulo 
Freire, Kidd believes that before people 
can change their lives they need to 
analyse their own problems and learn to 
see themselves as people with the power 
to alter their circumstances. , Used 
appropriately, theatre can restore that 
precious sense of confidence and power. 
It does this because, as Kidd says simply: 

continued on page 22 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 
Outstanding Malaysian Award 

It is with great pleasure that Aliran 
announces that the 'Outstanding Malay-
sian ' award th is year goes to Tan Sri 
Dr. Tan Chee Khoon. 

Tan Sri Dr. Tan is being given the 
award for his ded icated commitment to 
the cause of freedom and justice in our 
country. He has been one of the foremost 
defenders of human rights and has 
always upheld the legitimacy of democra-
tic dissent. 

Dr. Tan will be bestowed the award 
at A li ran 's Annual Merdeka Dinner. 

The Dinner will be held at 7.30 p.m. , 
Saturday , 1 st September 1984 at the 
Fortuna Restaurant, Anson Road, 
Penang. 

The Theme of the dinner this year 
will be Politics, Power and Money. The 
Aliran President, Dr. Chandra Muzaffar, 
will speak on the theme. 

Those interested in attending the 
dinner can get in touch with Sdri Lye 
May Yoke (Tel. 04-830549 - during 
office hours) or Sdra Hum Kim Choy, 
Coordinator, Fraternity Bureau (Tel. 
04-682296 - after office hours) . 

As part of the Merdeka Dinner, Aliran 
is producing a souvenir magazine. 

Individuals, groups and businesses 
interested in advertising in the souvenir 
magazine may like to take note of the 
following advertising rates. 

Full Page (black & white) Size 6" x 
9" -$150.00 

Half Page (black & white) Size 6" x 
4½" -$80.00 

For further details, get in touch with 
Saudara Hum Kim Choy. 

Come to the Aliran Dinner. You can 
be sure there'll be food for thought. 

Remember 1st September, 1984. 

FRATERNITY BUREAU 

continued from page 21 

'people are good at it'. 
Laedza Batanani began as an experi-

ment in 1976 and is now a nation-wide 
education movement. Plays are per-
formed by the Laedza Batanani team 
with villagers on topics chosen by the 
vi llagers. Discussions afterwards centre on 
action that could be taken to solve 
problems portrayed in the play. At this 
stage local extension workers - nurses, 
agricultural demonstrators, community 
organisers -advise on solutions that can 
be implemented by the villagers without 
government help. 

Popular theatre - that which reflects 
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CURRENT COMMENT 
A Complete Record of Aliran's Statements 

to the Press made during the preced ing month 

LPN Error 

Aliran is amazed that the Lembaga 
Padi Negara (LPN) could have comm itted 
such a basic blunder as entering the 
wrong figures in the subsidy pass-books 
of farmers in the MADA area. 

It is an error that coul d have cost 
each fa rmer $90 ringgit per 0.4 hectare. 
Th is is a fantastic amount of money 
considering that the farmers have gone 
through a great deal of hardship in recent 
times. 

According to newspaper sources if 
the error had not been discovered the 
farm ing community in the MADA area 
would have been deprived of 17 million 
ringgit of their hard-earned income for 
this season . 

While Aliran welcomes the assurance 
by the LPN chairman that Farmers 
would be paid their subsidies on the basis 
of their actual yield of 18-22 bags per 
acre rather than on the basis of the wrong 
figure entered in their pass-books, Aliran 
hopes that LPN will not let matters rest 
at that. There must be a thorough inves-
tigation to find out how the error was 
made in the first place. Those responsible 
should be asked to explain and appro-
priate action mus_t be taken if necessary . 

Judging by LPN's performance in the 
last few years, it is undeniable that there 
is a lot of room for improvement. 

21 June 1984 

* 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President 

The Thean Teik Inquest 

Aliran commends the coroner of the 
inquest into the death of Puan Tan Saw 

the needs and interests of the people, that 
listens to its audience, that can be 
performed by its audience - is a libera-
ting experience. And it is a growing 
communication movement in the Third 
World . Encouraged in some countries, 
co-opted in others, it can be full of artis-
tic pretensions or a platform for angry 
zealots. Occasionaly, however, the 
alchemy blends into something formi-
dable. Perhaps the real success of 
so-called popular theatre can best be 
measured by its unpopularity with 
regimes that thrive on the perpetuation bf 
inequality. • 

(New Internationalist) 
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Kee at the Thean Teik Estate on 29 
October 1982 for an honest and impartial 
verdict. It is integrity of this sort that 
provides hope for judicial justice in our 
country . 

It is now up to the Police to take 
action not only against the negligent 
Constable who was responsible for 
Puan Tan's death but also all his superiors 
who were directly or indirectly in charge 
of Pol ice operations at Thean Tei k Estate 
on that fatal day in October 1982. 

The public expects the Police to act 
against its own kind in the interest of 
justice. Only if the Police does this, will 
it be able to sustain the confidence of -
the people. Without the people's 
confidence, the system of law and order 
itself will break down. 

Aliran feels that the Police can draw 
two important lessons from the coroner's 
findings. One, there is a need for the 
Police to be seen to be impartial and 
unbiased at all times. Two, there is a 
need for Police personnel to · be well 
trained in exercising restraint in the use 
of fire power even in the most provo-
cative of situations. 

21 June 1984 

* 
Mustafa Anuar 

Secretary 

The STPM Leak Report 

Aliran is of the opinion that the report 
on the STPM leak prepared by a special 
committee of the Malaysian Examination 
Council is not entirely satisfactory. 

For one thing, it does not tell us how 
security was breached . Neither does it 
provide any clue on how the leaked 
examination questions were disseminated. 

What is obvious is that some of the 
examination officials were unbelievably 
lackadaisical about examination security . 
Not destroying all cartridge tapes and 
keeping the storekeeper in his post when 
he himself was a candidate in the STPM 
examination are proofs of this attitude. 

Stern action should be taken against 
those examination officials who failed to 
provide maximum security in the prepa-
ration of examination papers. 

Only if certain punitive measures are 
implemented immediately, will officials 
entrusted with jobs that carry a high 
sense of responsibility realise the impor-
tance of maintaining proper ethical 
standards. 



At the same time, in order to safe-
guard the position of the Malaysian 
Examination Council as a body that 
can protect the integrity of the examina-
tion system, it is crucial that the council 
becomes autonomous in fact rather 
than in theory. If it is really autonomous 
and independent it would not have to 
refer to the Minister of Education when 
it comes to a question of whether the 
leak report should be made public or not. 

Apart from making it truly autono-
mous, the council should be further 
strengthened by integrating the Examina-
tion Syndicate into it - as has been 
suggested by the National Union of the 
Teaching Profession (NUTP) . 

Finally, the teaching profession should 
also be represented in the Council. Being 
teachers they are in direct charge of 
examinations and students and would 
have a better understanding of the impact 
of examinations upon education as a 
whole. 

23 June 1984 Gan Kong Hwee 
Executive Committee Member 

* The Prime Minister's Hari Raya 
Address 

Aliran commends the Prime Minister, 
Dato Seri Dr. Mahathir Mohamad for 
defending the legitimacy of a humani-
tarian, universal approach to Islam in 
his Hari Raya address on 29 June 1984. 

Aliran has always maintained that it 
is wrong to interpret Islam in exclusive, 
segregationist terms. Such an interpre-
tation is a travesty of the very spirit of 
Islam which seeks to unite humankind 
through love of God and righteous deeds. 

It is true that the distortion of Islamic 
teachings is now becoming pervasive. 
What is even more distressing is that these 
distorted views are gaining ground among 
young, educated Musi ims. They consti-
tute a serious psychological obstacle to 
the development of a dynamic, progres-
sive spirit within the Muslim community. 
In the long run, an exclusive, segrega-
tionist perspective on Islam will be the 
greatest threat to peace and harmony 
in our multi-religious society. Even now, 
it has begun to polarize the Muslim and 
non-Muslim communities and is already 
creating apprehension and animosity 
between them. 

If the government wants to overcome 
the challenge of lsla.mic exclusivism it 
must first find out the root causes of this 
phenomenon. Dividing Malaysians along 
ethnic lines and constantly emphasising 
ethnicity in all public policies is 
undoubtedly one of the root causes. The 
nature of our economic development 
which promotes gr_eed and acquisitiveness 
within the middle and upper strata while 

eroding solidarity and cooperation among 
the people is another factor . All the curbs 
and controls upon the growth of a 
critical, reflective attitude within the 
population is also one of the causes. 

For a start then the government 
should give all the encouragement to the 
media to help develop a progressive, 
universal approach to Islam and the 
other religions in the country . 

1 July 1984 

* 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President 

Warning Against Demonstrations 

The Deputy Prime Minister's warning 
against demonstrations is a clear example 
of the government's double standards. 

It was only a few months ago that 
the government organised massive demon-
strations all over the country to mobilise 
support for its position in the constitu-
tional crisis. Those government demon-
strations generated much more tension 
than the Papan protest. And yet no one 
ta I ked of 'the threat to peace and 
security' and 'the danger of political 
opportunists exploiting the situation' . 
Indeed, if demonstrations have become 
common in the last few months it is 
partly because the government itself 
set the precedence. 

There is nothing wrong with holding 
demonstrations as long as they are peace-
ful and non-violent. Peaceful demon-
strations are legitimate avenues of protest 
in any parliamentary democracy. They 
serve to highlight certain public 
grievances which have not been attended 
to by the authorities concerned in 
spite of all the attempts to draw a 
response from them through other 
democratic means. Since demonstrations 
have a dramatic impact upon the public 
mind, they also help to develop social 
consciousness in a way in which letters 
to the press and memoranda to ministers 
cannot. 

As a result of the Papan demonstra-
tions our people have become more 
aware of the danger of going nuclear. 
The government should be grateful for 
this. 

Instead of curbing peaceful demon-
strations on behalf of just causes, the 
government should take immediate steps 
to resolve the nuclear waste controversy 
in favour of the people of Papan . 

6 July 1984 

* 
Chandra Muzaffar 

President. 

Corruption and Public Awareness 

Aliran notes with interest Encik 
Anwar lbrahim's recent call to fight 
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corruption and to increase public aware-
ness among our people. However, in 
both cases it is the Government who 
should lead by example. 

In the case of corruption, the Govern-
ment should render the Anti-Corruption 
Agency truly independent by making it 
answerable to Parliament instead of to 
the Executive. Similarly all Cabinet 
Ministers should be required by law to 
declare their assets in a public register 
rather than to the Prime Minister. These 
are basic steps that can be easily imple-
mented given the political will . 

As regards encouraging public aware-
ness, the government should relax 
existing restrictions on the media, on 
R.T.M., the newspapers and independent 
journals. The existing restrictions are 
seriously detrimental to the free flow of 
ideas and exchange of viewpoints so 
vitally necessary to fostering a wider 
and deeper public appreciation of social 
issues. 

Perhaps Encik Anwar with his express 
interest in these matters will give serious 
consideration to the above proposals 
relating to corruption and public 
awareness. 

11 July 1984 

* 
Gan Teik Chee 

Assistant Secretary 

De-tent ion of PAS Youth 
Leaders under ISA 

Aliran regrets the government's action 
in detaining a PAS Assemblyman from 
Trengganu and two other party leaders 
under the Internal Security Act. 

If it is true that they are a threat to 
the security of the nation, then the 
government should put them on trial. 
Only then will we know how they had 
incited people to use violence and other 
unlawful means to achieve their aims, as 
alleged by the Acting Inspector-General 
of Police. Without a fair, open trial the 
thinking public will continue to harbour 
doubts about the real motives of the 
government in detaining the PAS leaders 
under ISA. 

For the fact remains that PAS is 
UMNO's major political adversary and 

. Islamic resurgence is a crucial challenge 
to the government. 

Besides, prolonged detention without 
trial as provided for in the ISA is a 
gross violation of Human Rights. It is 
also a transgression of the Islamic concept 
of justice. 

This is why Aliran which disagrees 
with PAS's ideology and politics would 
nonetheless urge the government to put 
the PAS detainees on trial. 

11 July 1984 
The Executive Committee 
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THINKING ALLOWED 
Balancing the Balance 

S o, it has finally dawned upon 
our leaders that our country has 
been borrowing too much and 
that the country's balance of 

payments is really not balanced after all! 
And what's the solution? "Be Malay-

sian and Buy Malaysian" and "Export to 
Survive", urges Finance Minister Tengku 
Razaleigh, recently. 

But before we swallow all these 
slogans, let us first try to be real 
Malaysians. 

As Malaysians, we would like to ask 
whether reducing the amount of foreign 
consultancies (like those from Japan, US, 
Britain, South Korea, etc.) can save us 
some money. We would also like to know 
whether financial blunders like BMF 
could contribute to our country's flight 
of capital and hence, a colossal loss to the 
country's coffers. 

At the sam·e time it would be nice to 
find out if our economic and industriali-
sation .programmes are geared to making 
ourselves more vulnerable to international 
market fluctuations. Wouldn't it be better 
for us to concentrate more on increasing 
our food production for home consump-
tion rather than importing foodstuff from 
distant lands? 

Also, it would be interesting to know 
whether more money could be saved by 
restricting government leaders and 
officials from making a lot of overseas 
trips rather than merely encouraging - as 
Tengku Razaleigh did - Malaysians to 
travel abroad by MAS. (Remember, the 
eagerness of Penang 's City f;'athers (and 
Mothers?) to "study" as well as "tour" 
Adelaide - while innocent people like 
those along flood-prone Jalan P- . Ramlee 
(Alias Caunter Hall Road) are still left 
with their wet woes and toes?) 

Being real Malaysians we would like to 
ask whether the country could save some 
money by getting rid of this extravagant 
habit of bl.Jilding arches and organising 
sumptuous banquets and lavish 
ceremonies. 

Finally, to be truly Malaysian means 
more than just buying al I things 
Malaysian, or exporting 'Malaysian' to 
survive. In these · hard times being 
Malaysian means the willingness to 
reflect, comment, criticise and offer 
alternatives and possible solutions and 
letting these utterances a chance to be 
heard . 

fn other words, criticising and dissen-
ting is as patriotic a deed as buying and 
exporting all things Malaysian . 

A closer look at what people say and do the world over 

Dancing to her tune 

I t was reported recently that after 
Mrs. Imelda Marcos gave her evidence 
at the Aquino investigation in Manila, 
the investigating panel decided to sing 

her "Happy birthday" since it was her 
55th birthday . 

Now isn't this amazing? Is this what 
one means by an impartial, independent 
inquiry? We were under the impression 
that some big shots were going to 'face 
the music' during the investigation . 
Instead, it looks as if the panel had 
decided to dance to the first lady's tune. 

~-1 ~ Idealists Unit~ To Fight~ 
Corruption! 

It is heartening to hear Culture, Youth 
and Sports Minister, Anwar Ibrahim 
making a call to all Malaysians "with 
high ideals" to get together to fight 

corruption "tooth and nail" . Such a 
concern is however meaningless if it's not 
fol lowed by appropriate steps. 

For a start, Encik Anwar could lead a 
campaign to request fellow Ministers to 
declare their assets. The general public 
should have easy access to the register of 
declaration . Needless to say an adminis-
tration that professes . to be "Clean, 
Efficient and Trustworthy" shouldn't 
have any problem making its Ministers 
bare their assets. After all, this is one 
solid "Leadership by Example" example. 

The Yang Berhormat should also use 
his influence and commitment to insist 
that the Anti Corruption Agency be 
completely independent and accountable 
only to- Parliament. Only in this way can 
the ACA gain strength and show its 
prowess in tearing down the cover off 
clandestine activities with tooth and nail . 

The fettered Press too needs a little 
help from Encik Anwar in this business of 
cre9ting an awareness among the people 
of the gravity of corruption . Exposing 
such social evil and its wrong-doers 
should at least dissuade those who are 
about to be corrupt. 

Unless measures such as the above are 
taken , Encik Anwar's call will remain a 
mere exercise in futi I ity. 

Corruption is indeed a femme fatale 
that's too tempting to not only those 
who loathe it but also those who adore 
it. 

Totalling the Toll 

Some people jokingly called it 
highway robbery by Samy Ve\\u 
and his gang. Sounds good as a 
cartoon title. But seriously, they 

were referring tG the recent decisions to 
impose tolls on a number of roads. Even 
the 'old' causeway was not spared at one 
point. This decision was modified after 
some protests. 

If the tolls are implemented, the 
people would like some assurances. 
Firstly, that the roads should be properly 
built and maintained. It is not uncommon 
to find some roads so shabbily repaired 
that potholes develop after each rainfall. 
Secondly, if the reason for the to\ Is is 
to help pay loans used to build the roads, 
then it is only fair that a time limit be 
fixed on the number of years these tolls 
would be implemented. The Slim River 
toll gate, for instance, has been collecting 
tolls for over twenty years. Surely its 
total collections would have more than 
adequately covered the cost of building 
that stretch of road . 

0 
Passing the buck? 

J
ust two weeks ago the Federal 
government through its Minister 
of Science, Technology and 
Environment was quite adamant 

that Papan be maintained as the dumping 
site of nuclear wastes. The decision was 
made, the Prime Minister made the 
announcement and everybody was 
supposed to consider the issue closed. 

Suddenly, after much public pressure 
and protest, the same Environment 
Minister announced that it is a Perak 
State problem and therefore the State 
should make the final decision. The 
Public is confused . Or is this a case of 
passing the buck? 

Once again we appeal to the 
authorities to listen to the legitimate 
voice of the people. Whether the site 
chosen is Papan, Parit or anywhere else, 
no rational group of people will allow 
themselves and their future generations 
to be endangered. In the final analysis, 
the controversy is not merely about the 
dumping site but about factories that 
produce such radioactive wastes, Why do 
we need such products? 

- Mustafa Anuar & Yoke Lim 
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