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TheUMNO
Verdict

olitical commentators were right in hailing the outcome of the 1984
UMNO election as a triumph for party President, Mahathir Mohamad.
An overwhelming majority_of those elected are known to be loyal to him
or to those who are identified as his most ardent loyalists. They can be
expected to share his vision and support his policies.
The Mahathir triumph reveals itself in several ways. The comfortable victories
of Anwar Ibrahim and Datin Paduka Rafidah Aziz as UMNO Youth and Wanita
UMNO Presidents respectively; Datuk Musa Hitam's win over Tunku Raza leigh in
the fight for the Deputy Presidency by a slightly bigger margin; the election of Datuk
Wan Mokhtar and Datuk Abdullah Badawi as Vice-Presidents; and the entry of a
number of new faces into the Supreme Council.
More than the victories of his loyalists, it is perhaps the defeats of those who
were lukewarm to his leadership which prove his hold over the party. Among the
obvious examples would be Tan Sri Ghazali Shafie, Datuk Harun Idris and others
like Datu k Manan Othman, Datuk Mohammed Rahmat and Tan Sri Othman Saat.
Both the victories and the defeats show that Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir has
finally got his own team to lead UMNO. In this connection , it must be remembered
that at the last election in 1981 when he first became President, Dr. Mahathir was
merely filling the position vacated by Tun Hussein Onn; he had neither the time nor
the opportunity to get his own men and women into the party's Supreme Council.
The most obvious explanation for
Dr. Mahathir's success lies in his position.
An incumbent President who is also
Inside
has a tremendous
Prime
Minister
advantage on his side. He can use all the
resources at his disposal to ensure the
election of those who support him.
1. Where Have All
In the case of an UMNO President,
The Issues Gone .. ... .. .. . 4
this advantage is further reinforced by a
2. Letters .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
well-known trait in Malay political
3. Tangled World
culture : a strong sense of loyalty and
of George Tan . .. . . . . . . . . 10
4. The National Eye
attachment to the leader. The overall
Hospital . . .... .. .. . . .. . 12
leader in particular is given complete
5. Malaysia's Dependance
trust . Support for him from the party
on Trade . . ... . . . . . . . . . 14
ran k-and-file is guaranteed . This is why
6. Asas-asas Kebudayaan ..... 16
in UMNO 's 38 years as the country's
leading party, the Party President has
almost always been. returned unopposed
- with the exception of one occasion.

I have argued elsewhere t hat this attitude
t o t he to p leader is a historical continuity
inherited from traditional Malay society
wi t h its unquestioni ng allegiance to the
monarch. It is, however, an attitude that
is beg inni ng to lose its hold upon the
Malay mind.
It is worth observing , at this point,
that the UMNO membership withholds
its unquestioning loyalty only if it feels
that the leader is no longer protecting
the vital ethnic symbols of the Malay
community or if it thinks that he has
conceded too much to the non-Malay
communities. This is what happened
to Datuk Onn Jaafar in · 1951 when he
suggested that UMNO open its doors
to the non-Malays. It happened again
to Tunku A bdul Rahman in 1969 when
a substantial segment of the Party felt
that it was his alleged concessions to
the non-Malays that had resulted in
the erosion of Malay political power.
In both cases however the leaders were
not challenged openly; they withdrew
on their own accord .
Dr. Mahathir has, since assuming
high office, made sure that the image
he acquired in the immediate post-69
years as a champion of the Malay cause
would remain untarnished. This is in
fact the third factor that accounts for
his strength in the party. His continuous
emphasis upon Islam and lslamization
has established his fidelity to the most
significant of Malay ethnic symbols.
At the same time, he has often linked
his concern for right work attitudes and
right values with the "dignity of the

race" . Besides, he has done nothing which
can be interpreted as conceding to "the
other side".
However, more important than his
image, it is his relationship to those
interests that the party really represents
that helped secure his triumph _ Though
the bulk of UMNO members are from the
poor and disadvantaged majority, the
party is actually the vehicle of a rapidly
expanding Malay middle-class. The presence and power of this class has been
one of the most significant aspects of
UMNO politics since 1969. Dr. Mahathir
has always been the spokesman of the
dominant segment of this class. His Malay
Dilemma is proof of this.

Dr. Mahathir Mohamad

As part of its ideology, this segment of
the Malay middle-class sees strengthening
the Malay economic position mainly in
terms of a powerful role for Malay capital
and entrepreneurship in the upper echelons of commerce and industry. Pollcies
such as privatization and Malaysia Incorporated would therefore be regarded as
providing opportunities for this class to
accumulate wealth. Even the "Look
East" policy - if one of its objectives is
to expand the scope for joint ventures
between Malay entrepreneurs and Japanese and South Korean capitalists would be viewed as active support for the
economic interests of this class.
Just as all these policies - privatization,
Malaysia Incorporated and Look East would have endeared Mahathir to crucial
groups in !JMNO, his conflict with the
monarchy last year might have also
boosted his standing with that segment of
the Malay middle-class. For a growing
middle-class aware of its political strength
is bound to challenge, sooner or later, the
role of the traditional elites. It is essentially a question of the middle-class seeking
to widen its political power - for its own
sake.
• While all these factors explain Mahathir's triumph, there are other influences
at work in the party too which must be
;aken into consideration if we want to
understand the overall election results. To
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start with, there are certain continuing influences in UMNO. The Mentris Besar are
still a force to reckon with as the victory
of their candidate Datuk Wan Mokhtar
proved . This does not mean however that
Mentris Besar constitute an autonomous
power independent of the Party President. If their candidate was someone that
the President did not approve, it is quite
likely that he would have lost. Their
influence over the delegates merely helped
to ensure that one of the President's
men obtained the highest number of
votes among the 3 Vice-Presidents.
The voting pattern also indicates that
UMNO delegates continue to be mature
enough to balance various interests. Thus,

These continuing influences in the
UMNO polls have to be juxtaposed with
what appear to be certain new trends.
The rapid rise of young, well-educated
individuals in the party hierarchy has
been interpreted as a vote for the technocrat. This may be true. However, what is
even more evident is the strong endorsement of candidates with clear Islamic
credentials. It is part of the explanation
for the performance of Datuk Wan Mokhtar, DatL!k Abdullah Badawi and Dato
Seri Kamaruddin Mohammed Isa.
One might want to ask at this point
why the business group which is now a
significant element in the General Assembly has not been included as one of the

Humility ... has
greater value than
ability or
knowledge.
while they elected two new Vice-Presidents, they decided to keep Ghafar Baba
with his long party experience as the
third Vice-President . It is partly because
both Tunku Razaleigh and Tunku Ahmad
Rithaudeen from Kelantan were defeated,
that the state's Mentri Besar, Datuk
Mohamad Yaacob, did fairly well in the
election for ordinary Supreme Council
seats,.. It is interesting that while there is
no one from Pahang in the upper stratum
of the party, the man who topped the
election for the ordinary Supreme Council seats was from that state.
Datuk Khalil Yaacob's creditable performance also shows that as a group,
school-teachers continue to exert some
influence - though their impact had
dee! ined considerably. As in the past,
media exposure seems to have played
some role too . This is reflected in the
strong showing of individuals like Abdul
Kadir Sheikh Fadzir.
Perhaps more important than al I ·these
considerations is the character of the candidate. It has been observed that among
Mahathir loyalists those who displayed
qualities such as humility and magnanimity and did not run down their rivals
in their campaigns did better than those
who were boastful and arrogant. Humility
has always been a highly cherished personality trait in UMNO circles. It has
greater value than ability or knowledge.
2

new influences? The influence of ,the
business group is different from other
influences upon the party. For as we
have already noted the UMNO leadership's philosophy, the party's ideology
itself is orientated towards the interests
of the business class and of capital in
general. By supporting Mahathir Malay
capitalism would be advancing its own
position . The emergence of a whole lot
of delegates from the business world
therefore serves mainly to reinforce
UMNO's existing philosophy. For that
reason, it does not represent a new
influence or new trend.
In the midst of all these trends which
are essentially supportive of the present
UM NO leadership, one observes that
some of the candidates who went against
the wishes of the President not to contest
certain positions somehow managed to
get a portion of the votes too. What does
this indicate? Does it suggest that the
Mahathir leadership does not have total
control over the party? Does it mean that
there are sti 11 pockets of autonomous
power within UMNO? This is perhaps
one way of reading the support that
defeated candidates like Tunku Razaleigh, Datuk Suhaimi Kamaruddin and
Datin Paduka Zaleha Ismail commanded
at the polls.
Having autonomous bases of support
does not mean however that the indivi-
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the party is actually
the vehicle of a
rapidly expanding
Malay middle-class.
duals concerned are opposed to the Party
President. On the contrary, true to the
UMNO tradition, they had all pledged
complete loyalty to Dr. Mahathir Mohamad when they were campaigning for their
respective positions.
What an autonomous base indicates is
that within the "loyalty to the top leader"
framework there is another, lower level
of loyalty to a state or group leader who
for some reason or other is able to create
a devoted following. More specifically,
this means that while not being "disloyal"
to the party President, the followers of
someone like Tunku Razaleigh may be
totally, blindly loyal to him. This was
also the attitude towards Datuk Harun
among his followers in his heyday almost
a decade ago . It is tempting to draw a
parallel to the way in which strong-willed,

independent-minded
Bendaharas and
chieftains in the Melaka Sultanate of old
exercised total authority over their unquestioning followers while remaining
loyal to the monarch. Are we faced with
perhaps yet another historical continuity?
As long as UMNO politics is personality-oriented and as long as UMNO does
not come to grips with fundamental
social challenges, there is every possibility
-that autonomous bases of support for
some leader or other will sprout from
time to time. Be that as it may, the autonomous bases of support that exist at the
moment do not in any way diminish the
significance of the victory of the present
UMNO leadership.
The long-term question however is:
what will this victory lead to? Will there
3

Datuk Haji Suhaimi

be a more determined, concerted push for
all the policies of the Mahathir government from Look East and work ethics to
in-house Unions and heavy industries?
What will be the consequences arising
from this for the direction of our development? Will it lead to greater inequities
or greater redistribution of wealth and
opportunities? How will it affect political
freedom? Will it have any impact at all
upon ethnic relations? More important,
will there be a greater emphasis upon
lslamisation and how will that influence
other nation-building programmes?
It is perhaps a little too early to try
to provide answers to these questions.
Let us wait and see what happens in the
next few months.
Chandra Muzaffar
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UMNO

Where Have All
The Issues Gone?

I

n the lead article on the UMNO
elections which appeared in the
February issue of this Monthly,
the question was asked why
fundamental issues such as
poverty, the direction of economic development, corruption and civi I I iberties
are not explored in depth within the
party.
If anything , the 1984 UMNO General
Assembly confirmed this. True, there was
some concern about poverty. Some
doubts were raised about whether all the
heavy industries being planned by the
government would really benefit the rural
poor. Corruption was discussed but only
in relation to the Bumiputra Malaysia
Finance (BMF) scandal and Jalil lbrahim's
murder. For some delegates the question
of democracy within the party appeared
to be a major grievance. But none of
these issues were probed in a serious,
sustained manner. The underlying considerations, the basic values involved in
each of them were not brought to the
fore and subjected to vigorous analysis
and evaluation. For instance, those concerned about poverty did not try to focus
upon uneconomic holdings in the rural
economy or low urban incomes or the
lack of access to capital and technology
among the disadvantaged
majority.
Similarly comments on heavy industries
should have led logically to an appraisal
of the type of industrialisation and development we are pursuing. The BMF scandal could have been linked to the way in
which our public corporations and state
agencies are managed. Since the Presidential address gave a lot of attention to
UMNO's commitment to Islam, the
Assembly should have at least tried to
understand why there is an Islamic
resurgence in the country.
Instead of sober, serious reflection
of this sort the General Assembly chose
to be utterly frivolous even on public
policies which have far-reaching implications for the future - like the new
population target of 70 million. The
debate on this issue was an occasion for
some delegates to vent their prejudices
about women. Indeed, some of the views
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In order to maintain the solidarity of tha community,
analysis and evaluation will have to be set aside

expressed about women's role in society
were downright degrading. Some UMNO
males seem to have forgotten that Wanita
UMNO is in fact the electoral backbone
of the.party.
This brings us back to the original
question: why isn't there an analytical,
evaluative attitude towards fundamental
issues within UMNO?
The ideology of ethnicity has something to do with it. Since everything is
subsumed within Malayism, issues such as
poverty or corruption do not seem to
have a validity of their own . This is why
even Jalil's murder was viewed from the
angle "of the dignity of the race". What
Malay ism - · or for that matter "Sinicism"
or "I ndianism" - does is that it reduces
every other social question to secondary
significance. If a certain non-ethnic issue
enjoys any importance at all it is in
relation to ethnicity, to Malayism.
Now since ethnic security is paramount
from the standpoint of the ideology of
Malayism, anything that causes controversy or creates conflict within the community is regarded as inimical to its wellbeing. It does not matter if what is at
stake is a humanitarian principle or an
ethical issue. It does not matter that
there are already divergent groups and
classes in the Malay community which
must logically produce different ideas or
social reconstruction and seek different

4

routes to social action. Indeed, recognition of these differences is an important
precondition for the development of
thought and reflection in any society.
However all this does not matter to
Malayism. What matters is the fear that
debate can lead to divisions, that divisions
can result in disunity and disunity can
weaken the community's solidarity. When
that happens, the ideologues of Malayism
argue, the community will feel threatened.

It does not matter if
what is at stake is a
humanitarian
principle or an ethical
. issue
This why, they say, in order to maintain
the solidarity of the community, analysis
and evaluation will have to be set aside.
Besides, continuous articulation of
non-ethnic issues along non-ethnic lines
will undoubtedly undermine the ideology
of Malayism itself. For if the great challenges confronting the Malay community
are analysed thoroughly to establish their
root causes, Malayism will eventually be
exposed as a hollow ideology. It w[II be
shown to be an ideology that conceals
and camouflages the truth about the
Malay situation. It will be seen as a cloak

And so the safest line
of action to take is to
discourage serious
thinking and reflection
on fundamentals.

There is no real
awareness of the root
causes of the nation's
major social ills or
how we can all try to
resolve them.

that shields various vested interests in
Malay society. UMNO would not want
such a thing to happen since it will spell
its own doom as the hero of Malayism.
And so the safest I ine of action to take
is to discourage serious thinking and
reflection on fundameRtals.
However, it is not just the ideology
of ethnicity that stifles thought; equally
damaging is the practice of unqestioni ng
loyalty to the national leadership. If we
want to evaluate public policies we will
have to analyse the leadership that is
largely responsible for them. Its strengths
and weaknesses will have to be laid bare.
But if one has been conditioned culturally, through the perpetuation of certain
feudal attitudes, not to question leaders,
it becomes very difficult to scrutinize

national policies. The feeling has been
created that it is not the proper thing to
do. Criticising the top leader is sometimes
even regarded as an act of rebellion. Because he is above question, because he is
given so much trust, the top leader enjoys
a degree of latitude that most Presidents
of democratic parties do not have. This
is why his wish becomes law and his will
becomes policy so easily, irrespective of
whether it has any merit or not. It is
partly because of this relationship between
leader and led, that if any adverse comment of the leader has to be made, it is
d~ne in such an indirect, roun~bout
way, often laced with jokes and parables
so that the impact would be lessened. Of
course this attitude is being slowly eroded
as a result of a number of historical and

Instead of sober,
serious reflection ...
the General Assembly
chose to be utterly
frivolous

contemporary developments. Still, it continues to exercise considerable influence
upon the UMNO mind. In fact, obedience
to leadership as a trait in UMNO politi-9
is being sustained by the ethnic factor.
What this means is that the fear that one's
community will be overwhelmed by the
others sometimes persuades ordinaw
people to give their unquestioning loyalty
to their national leaders in the hope that
they would protect their interests. The
leaders, on the other hand, do not hestitate to manipulate this attitude to their
advantage. As a result of all this, crucial
challenges facing the nation are often
ignored because UMNO had failed to
examine them critically.

The leaders, ••. do not
hesitate to manipulate
this attitude to their
advantage.
The lack of political freedom has also
been responsible for this sad state of
affairs. This is particularly true of the
Malay community. Control of political
ideas and activities which are opposed
to UMNO's perception of society is very
rigid . The content of the major Malay
dailies which are all allied to the party is
proof of this. There is hardly any critical
appraisal of UMNO's concept of development or of its policies like the eradication of poverty. Invariably any proposal
made by the UMNO leadership receives
almost immediate endorsement in Utusan
or Serita Harian editorials. Public opinion
is sometimes mobilised to support the
leadership. Dissenting views on major
policy issues are either ignored or severely
censored. Radio and Television Malaysia
serves as an even more effective channel
for perpetuating the government position.

Dissenting views on
major policy Issues
are either Ignored or
severely censored.
Indeed RTM is unashamedly an instrument of government propaganda. In such
a situation, how can one expect independent thinking to develop within , the
Malay community? How can one expect
UMNO delegates who are so strongly
influenced by this media environment
to provide dissenting perspectives on
ALIRAN MONTHLY JULY 1984

important social issues? How can one
expect even intelligent interest in fundamental questions of development and
social change when the media's real purpose is to promote superficial, consumeroriented, entertainment-centred culture?
The failure of the media to cultivate
serious thinking would not have had such
a disastrous impact upon Malay attitudes
in general and UMNO's values in particular if the quality of Malay dissent was
different. For if Islamic dissent - which
is the only form of Malay dissent that
enjoys widespread legitimacy - was
concerned with basic questions such as
structural inequa lities, the direction of
development, the nature of leadership
and so on, then UMNO would have been
forced to raise its own standard of
thinking and analysis. As it is, PAS and
other so-called Islamic groups are all
obsessed with the creation of an "Islamic
State" which they have never been able
to explain in depth and detail. It is primarily a slogan which expresses itself once
in a while through certain notions of civil
and criminal law, · personal morality,
social prohibitions, and the like. What is
worse, since the slogan of an Islamic
state is presented as an ideal that every
Muslim should strive for, it absolves one
from the obligation of analysing and
understanding the situation as it is. There
is no need to study poverty, to evaluate
industrialisation or urbanisation policies,
to find out why corruption has become
more serious or how the erosion of civi I
liberties can be stopped for everything
will be resolved the moment an Islamic
state is established! As a result of this
"magic formula" approach, Malay thinking at the level of concrete social challenges remains underdeveloped. There is
no real awareness of the root causes of
the nation's major social ills or how we.
can all try to resolve them.
It is interesting to compare Islamic
dissent groups in this respect to UMNO.
Though political adversaries, they are
very similar as far as their impact upon
intellectual underdevelopment is concerned . In the case of UMNO, an underlying fear which is the basis of Malayism
has, in a sense, smothered thinking and
analysis: in the case of the Islamic dissident groups, an overarching hope em-

current concern in
Malaysia about Islam
and nationalism was
discussed in
Indonesia about 60
years ago

To top it all, the absence of a genuine
intellectual tradition has also contributed
to the type of superficial thinking that
prevails at UMNO General Assemblies.
By an intellectual tradition here one
means a tradition of thinking and reflection in relation to social challenges. One
can say that in the ASEAN region, Indonesia and the Philippines have such a
tradition. Way back in the 1920's and
30's Indonesian intellectuals were already.
debating in depth the nature of the Indonesian economy and problems of colonial
underdevelopment. It is worth noting,
in this connection, that the current
concern in Malaysia about Islam and
nationalism was discussed in Indonesia
about 60 years ago! This is an indication
of the intellectual "lag" that exists in
our society. I have explained elsewhere
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bodied in the Islamic state has rendered
feflection and evaluation superfluous.
They are both sides of the same coin.
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why this is so. Of course, there were
intellectual groups in our country too
who tried to analyse and examine social
issues. The Islamic reformers of the 20's
and 30's, and the socialists of the 30's
would be some examples. But these
movements were never really strong
and were easily crushed by the British
colonial power and the feudal rulers.
From what has been said, it is obvious
that there are many complex factors
that explain the lack of attention to
fundamental social issues within UMNO.
It is doubtful if the situation will change
significantly in the near future. One can
only hope that as the socio-economic
environment becomes more difficult to
manage, UMNO, the Islamic dissidents
and the media will start analysing the
root causes of our nation's maladies.
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Letters

It is all the same

We welcome letters from readers. These letters may be edited for purposes of space and
clarity. The views expressed may not be those of the Aliran Monthly. Pseudonyms are
accepted but all letters should include the writer's name and address.
Letters should be addressed to Editor, Aliran Monthly, P.O. Box 1049, Penang, Malaysia.

Langkawi
Langkawi - The name evokes an aura
of romance and mysticism. Pulau Langkawi
hes also been hailed as the last unspoiled corMI' of Southeast Asia. Alas, such an apellation
will not survive the turn of the century if the
Tourist Development Corporation (TDC) has its
way. Apparently, work is already underway to
.convert Langkawi into a multi-million-dollar
tDurist resort. The amount of money being
pumped into it is nothing short of phenomenal
- running into billions of ringgit.
The results of such a massive deployment
of funds should have been examined critically.
Despite the current economic recession and the
lllbsequent cutback on expenditure, there was
no cutback on funds being channelled into the
IO-Clllled development of Langkawi. The delllopment of Langkawi is expected to bring
untold benefits to the people - a highly questionable point. Langkawi's inhabitants consist
of simple folk living a peaceful and uncomplicated life. The majority are engaged in farming and fishing. If the Government was truly
about rural development, it should
llrive towards improving educational facilities
communication within the island and with
the mainland, and public utilities. It should
establish a variety of small and medium-sized
industries. It should develop horticulture and
111uaculture and encourage related commercial
activities. Instead, it is pumping billions of
ringgit into the construction of plush condominiums, luxury hotels, exclusive clubs and
fflll an international airport that's expected
to be bigger than Subang when completed!
Where, oh where, are our priorities?
All these changes are bound to have severe
11p&rcussions on the people of Langkawi.
Firstly, their livelihood will be affected - the
land would be acquired for construction purposes and the sea would probably be depleted
fish due to silting and pollution of river
uaries. Secondly, the people would probably
ve no choice but to turn to other means of
livelihood. Because of their lack of skills and
rience in fields other than the traditional
of farming and fishing, they are liable
be exploited by unscrupulous employers.
Another important aspect is the ecological
. The massive changes that are being
isaged for Langkawi would bring untold
e to the island - and it might never be
same again.
The above are just a few examples of why
lopment as spelt out by the TDC is not in
interests of the people of Langkawi. It is
r fervent hope that the authorities will be
re sensitive to the needs of the people in
lamenting its projects.
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Batu Pahat.

The Threat of
Communal ism

I came across your monthly journal recently.
I find the articles vary enlightening and informative. Please send my congratulations to Dr.
Chandra Muzaffar and all the active members
of Aliran for elevating my political perceptions.
The local newspapers have become so apt
in the art of promoting government propaganda,
that years of exposure to it may make us political robots, dancing to the tunes of our political
pundits.
Political ignorance, racialism and religious
extremism are spreading their tentacles everywhere. In the midst of all these confusing and
contradicting influences in our society, we can
hear, through the voice of Aliran, common
sense, realism and an urgency to fight for the
very survival of democracy.
In the name of restructuring society billions
have bean lavishly spent, many progressive ideas
discarded and communalism encouraged. Politicians talk of national identity, but at the social
level everything functions along racial, ethnic
and religious lines. This is our dilemma. We
want to enhance national consciousness but
insist in giving first preference for racial and
communal issues.
A nation so rich in natural resources,
favourable climatic conditions, a stable government since independence should be the envy of
every nation in the world. But what do we
have here instead? A national debt running
into billions of dollars. It is no point blaming
the international market for our failures. I
think it is due more to our happy-go-lucky
attitude. The little nation right in front of
our noses, without any natural resources is
zooming away into the 21st century with much
confidence, but we here are still struggling
to find our composure.
It is time our leaders realise that the overall
national interest should be given more prominence. There is no point talking of national
achievements but sinking into communalism.
R. Rasahugan
Bid or, Perak
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Queries
I wish to find out about the following from
other readers: -

II How to qualify to become a legal immiiii
iiil

grant?
How to apply for Malaysian Citizenship,
or permanent residence status?
What happens if you overstay your
allowed time in Malaysia?
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J. L. Wan

Kuching, Sarawak.

7

During the last three months or so, our mass
media especially radio, television and the Malay
dailies had busied themselves over the U Must ,I
Not Oppose (UMNO) party elections.
I do not know about other people but to
me, whoever heads the party, it is all the same
because these leaders, whether sincere or
corrupt, will always go for capitalistic and
feudalistic policies. That is why for the past
29 years since our first general election in 1955,
the have-nots who are in the majority have had
to pay very dearly for our development. Our
prestige projects are costly and a burden to
the people. Our inflation is still quite high.
We have to face numerous social problems like
poverty, unemployment, drug addiction, poor
education, inadequate housing, corruption,
pollution and so on. It is indeed very strange,
how our beloved leaders have managed to
perpetuate these capitalist-feudalist policies in a
nation which consists of more have-nots than
haves. They must have used some miracle or
other!
At present, only the Star and Aliran are
acting responsibly by correcting the mistakes
of our leaders. That is not enough. All of us
must voice our thoughts and feelings. No
matter how loudly our leaders proclaim their
desire to fight poverty, they will not succeed
if they are not brave enough to change their
capitalist-feudalist policies to humanitarian
socialist policies. This is a fact.

Baharom,

Jitra, Kedah
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Privatisation
The move by the Government towards the
privatisation of several public services is welcome news indeed. With this scheme, it is to be
hoped that we, the public, can expect better
and more efficient service.
Another advantage about privatisation is
that funds will not be held up by the Government to maintain these services. The funds
previously used for this can now be channelled
into important projects that can contribute
towards the growth of our nation. One
institution that has been badly neglected in
Malaysia is the public library. The lack of
libraries and the appalling conditions of those
which exist is shameful! This is most probably
the major hindrance in the path of our Deputy
Prime Minister's campaign to promote reading
among our youth.
Despite this, however, Wjl must consider
several questions which have been brought up
on this issue:
1. Will there really be an improvement in services?
2. Will the private sector maintain reasonable
rates and not create unnecessary price hikes
for profit?
3. What will be the fate of workers on government payroll once the private sector takes
over?
The move towards privatisation, I believe, is
to upgrade the standard of public services here
in Malaysia. But if by privatisation more social
problems such as increased unemployment is
.created (the workers might be laid off), then it
is certainly not advisable or even feasible as it
will only defeat its original purpose. Therefore,
I sincerely hope that the Government will look
into this matter and ensure that the questions
voiced above will not turn into horrifying realities.

Liew Siew Mei

Kuala Lumpur
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Women and Employment
The University Woman's Association and the
Asian and Pacific Development Centre seminar
on 'Women and Employment' was one of those
rare occasions where women from different
walks of life could meet and discuss ideas
towards improving their status. The organisers
had taken the effort to see that women employees, particularly those from the agricultural
and electronics industries were present. It was
also encouraging to see the number of people
who have the interests of women at heart.
Papers presented were backed up with a lot
of research and data. The discussions at the end
of most papers were thought provoking. As it
was mostly academic, it benefited those of us
who had some knowledge or who were already
involved in some area of women's concerns.
But what about the participants from the
estates and factories? A lot of what was said
went over their heads. What was more dishearten ing (especially after taking the trouble
to encourage their participation) was that
their opinions were hardly heard. Even at the
smaller workshop sessions, it was the
"educated" (and hence more confident and
eloquent) women who spoke up. For instance,
there was not even one participant from the
category of domestic helpers and yet the
decision to fix their minimal salary at a certain
amount was made. We ·may have done well to
remember that women too, being divided into
different economic classes would have varying
perspectives, priorities, and hence, needs.
Surely they are entitled to having their opinions
heard, before such decisions are made? Are we
professional women so knowledgeable that we
must even think and decide for our not so
"educated" counterparts?
On the other hand, constructive proposals
on providing basic amenities for women employees were made. One such proposal was that
housing be provided for every worker, regardless of sex, especially if he/she is the breadwinner. Another was that the exploitation of
workers under contract labour, especially those
who are non-citizens be looked into. Health
and social facilities like provision of free,
routine medical examination and child care
facilities for women workers were also discussed.
An area of employment which deserved
some attention was that of employees in
industries like the advertising industry and
tourism. This is especially relevant in a third
world country which encourages indiscriminate
tourism at any cost. This includes the personal,
psychological and social cost of prostitution.
Exploitation of workers under seemingly
innocent mantles and the social and legal
measures to counteract it might have been
discussed. In this respect, sexual harassment of
female employees could also have been looked
into.
A lot was said about the poor wages, hazardous working conditions and the submissive
attitudes of'the female labour force. These are
however, the pressing problems. What about the
underlying factors like ignorance, poverty, the
stereotyped roles of women within the family _
and society and the cultural, traditional and
religious prejudices against them? Sessions on
thesa may have provided a better insight to
thosa of us from the lower income groups
connected to estates and factories. Besides,
unless these -ntials are looked into, what
~ppear to be solutions (like better wages,
working conditions, legal meaures ate) will be
of limited potential for loopholes will always be
found by the capitalistic entrepreneur.
At the seminar, we also wondered if we
,N.VOmen really knew what we wanted or where
wa stood. For instance, there was this loudly
articulated protest about the reluctance of
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labour unions to allow women to form their
own unions or even admit them to the existing
unions, until we were criticized for the submissive attitudes towards management and the lack
of organisational interest among women. In
retaliation, we quickly absolved our inadequacies by saying that we were after all the weaker
sex and therefore needed the support of men in
such activities. While one may agree with this
vi-. it also brings to mind the inconsistencies
of women.
In conclusion, it was a praiseworthy attempt
by the organisers to create an awareness among
women despite the vast subject area to be
covered within 2 days. However, it has confirmed the impression that in order to make an
effective stand in the economic sector, we
women have to understand and accept our own
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needs, strengths and weaknesses. This calls
for a genuine effort to change present ways of
thinking that emerge from existing patterns
of education, stereotyped images and socially
conditioned roles. It also calls for the sincere
integration of women in programme planning
(be it developmental, political, social or religious) and decision making. Perhaps then ideas
generated at such seminars would leave a more
meaningful and lasting impact on the average
working women.

Shanthi,

Pena_ng
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70 Million Population
Dr Mahat hir's call for an increase in the population of Malaysia (target: 70 million in 115
years) could not be more untimely. A quick
look at the Mid -term Review of the Fourth
Malaysia Plan will suffice to support th is point.
According to the Mid -term Review, the poverty
rate stands at 30 .3°/o (an even higher percentage
is quoted by SERUI. This is a fantastically
high figure in view of the fact that one of the
main objectives of the Fourth ·Malaysia Plan is
the eradication of poverty. The situat ion
certainly leaves much to be desired and it is
highly questionable whether the poor of the
country have really benefitted from the various
development projects aimed at helping them.
Already, even w ith a population of 14
million , Malaysia is facing problems of inadequate housing, unemployment, pollution,
dadah menace - just to name a few. All these
problems stem from poverty. An increase in
population would further compound and
aggravate the situation since the usual trend
is for poor famil ies to have more children.
Granted that a larger populat ion may mean
more manpower and a bigger market for manufactured goods (examples that immediately
spring to mind are Japan and the United States)
but there are no less instances where a massive
population not only hampers development but
causes massive problems ( India, Indonesia and
the Philippines, to name a few). In weighing
the pros and cons, it would seem that the
benefits are far out-weighed by the evils that
a large population might bring.
Looking at it from another angle, since
the country' s resources are limited - as are
the earth' s - we cannot go on exploiting its
resources indefinitely. Much has been said
but little has yet been done in the way of
conservation or preservation of natural res11urces. A larger population will undoubtedly
make greater demands on the land and it s
riches.
Let us be rational and d iscerning people.
There is no such thing as an ideal populat ion.
Instead of try ing to change demographic
patterns, the f irst and foremost d uty of t he

ANNOUNCEMENT
September Opinion Poll
The theme for the September Opinion
poll is as follows:Political Parties:
Are they serving the Rakyat?
In the last few months, there has been
a lot of news about political parties,
about the mess they are in. We read about
vote-buy ing, phantom voters, EGMs,
court injunctions, cliques, factions and
even violence at party meetings.
· And yet we know that political parties
do play a role in society.
But are they living up to your expectations? Are they serving your interests?
Are they helping to strengthen democracy? Are they creating the conditions
for national unity? Are they capable of
developing an ethical society?
Let us have your views by the 15th
August at the latest. Just a short piece
of not more than 500 words. Please

Government is to identify the problems of the
day and look for more efficacious solutions.
Only t hen will Malaysia be truly developed.

Marita,

0

Johor Bharu.

How to Achieve 70 million!
Except for a couple of his Cabinet
Colleagues like Datuk Seri Adib Adam, our
Prime Minister is being bitterly criticised for his
proposal to increase the population to 70
million.
These critics say that , with our present
population of 14.8 million, we are unable to
solve the problems of poverty, shortage of
housing, lack of educational and medical
facil ities and a host of other basic requirements.
But did he ever say that these problems will be
eliminated when we reach the target of 70
million?
What these critics fail to understand is that
politicians thrive on socio-economic problems.
If Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir Mohamad were to
resolve all our economic and social problems,
those who follow his footsteps in politics will
not have any issues to exploit.
It is true that our rate of poverty is
increasing; that we do not have enoug llr•classrooms, teachers, universities, houses, doctors
and nurses. It is true that we have to import
essential foodstuffs such as rice, sugar, milk,
wheat, chillies, onions, meat etc. It is also
known now that about 50 per cent of our rural
population do not have either electricity or
pipe water and that one half of them do not
have both. So what? Aren't there other
countries with similar problems? According to
our Prime Minister, the richest nation in the
world - the United States of America - has
also its share of poverty.
These crit ics should ask why the Prime
Minister wants rapid increase in the population.
They must realise that his pol icies - Look East,
Privat ization, Malaysia Incorporated, keeping
t rade u nions under control - are all aimed at
perpetuating an economy based on capitalism.

address it to:Opinion Poll
Aliran Monthly
P.O. Box 1049
Pulau Pinang
Remember, your view counts!
You are the rakyat!
Public Campaigns Bureau

••••••

Annual Merdeka Dinner
The Aliran Annual Merdeka Dinner is
here again. It is one of Penang's major
events.
The theme of the dinner this year will
be:Politics, Power and Money
Aliran President, Dr. Chandra Muzaffar
will speak on this theme.
The Guest-of-Honour this year will be
Tan Sri Dr. Tan Chee Khoon. He will
also make an important speech.
The Din ner will be held at 7.30 p.m.
Saturday, 1St September 1984 at the
9
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Capitalism flourishes in a situation of
unemployment. Since we have all chose!J
capitalism what is wrong therefore if there is a
lot of unemployment?
So let us all strive for the target of 70
million people. But amending the Employment
Ordinance to increase the eligibility for
maternity leave from three to five children
alone, will not result in any rapid expansion in
the birth rate. So long as there are plenty of
contraceptives available and there is easy access
to facilities of abortion, work ing wives and fast
living women are not going to be easily lured
into increasing their reproduction, especially
because there is a serious shortage of domestic
help. I therefore urge the Government to ·take
the following steps: * Import domestic help from our neighbouring
countries which are overpopulated and which
have a high rate of unemployment.
* Ban all contraceptives.
* Make it easier for Muslims to marry four
wives; if necessary give them all the necessary
encouragement.
* Amend the Marriage and Divorce Act so that
non-Muslims would be eligible to marry as
many wives as they want.
* Let the leaders set the example in line with
our Prime Minister's policy of "Leadership by
Example".
* Allow 6 months paternity leave with pay for
husbands. If he has a few wives, he may not
have to work at all until he reaches infertility.
* Establish Government financed child-care
centres in all parts of the country.
There is a school of thought which believes
that the 70 million population might
boomerang and lead to a revolution as a result
of exploitation of workers by employers,
unemployment, poverty and shortage of food .
Of course, such situations are susceptible t o
revolution. But why should we worry? By t hen
all of us - the sponsors, the critics and
supporters of this policy - would have been
dead and gone!
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K. Geo rge
Kl a ng, Selangor.

Fortuna
Restaurant,
Anson
Road,
Penang.
Those interested · in attending the
dinner can get in touch with Saudara
Hum Kim Choy, Coordinator, Fraternity
Bureau (Tel - 04-682296 - after office
hours) or Saudari Lye (Tel -04-830549 during office hours) .
As part of the Merdeka Dinner, Aliran
is producing a souvenir magazine .
Individuals, groups and businesses
interested in advertising in the souvenir
magazine may like to take note of the
following advertising rates.
Full Page (black & white)
Size 6" x 9"
Half Page (black & white)
Size 6" x 4½"

i

$150.00
$ 80.00

For further details, get in touch with
Saudara Hum Kim Choy.
Come to the Aliran Dinner. You can
be sure there'll be food for thought .
Remember 1st September, 1984.
F RATERNITY BUREA U
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THE BMF SCANDAL

TANGLED WORLD
OF GEORGE TAN

G

eorge Tan's Carrian Group,
once the hottest property
stock in Hong Kong, was on
the verge of bankruptcy last
sum me r.
Rescue packages
stitched together by its bank creditors
were unravelling fast ,
By the third Monday in July, Tan
was in the office of one of his principal
creditors, the Malaysian governmentowned Bank Bumiputra, trying to persuade its manager to provide a HK$30m
lifeline.
Just as the manager, Henry Chin, was
ready to approve the loan, he received a
call from Jalil Ibrahim, a colleague.
Jalil had been sent to Hong Kong by the
parent bank in Kuala Lumpur anxious to
check on the branch's heavy lending to
Carrian.
Within the hour, an agitated Jalil was
back on the line, calling from a hotel
room in Kowloon . Abruptly the line
went dead. Jalil was not seen again until
his strangled corpse was found in a
banana grove in the New Territories.
This was the account given to the
Hong Kong court hearing a murder charge
against a 31-year-e>ld Malaysian Mak Foon
Than last week. Mak denies the charges,
but the prosecuting counsel's allegations
of links between Jalil's murder the Carrian
collapse, and its chairman George Tan,
has fuelled speculation that Hong Kong
has a scandal to match the Vatican's
Banco Amt:kosiano. There are similarities.
Millions of dollars loaned by banks of
international repute are missing or unaccounted for; above all, key witnesses to
this tale of banking profligacy and financial intrigue have begun to disappear.
Three days before Mak went on trial
last week, accused of Jalil's murder,
another key figure was found dead in
rrysterious circumstances. The body of
Hong Kong lawyer, Richard Wimbush,
was discovered in the swimming pool
outside his luxury flat overlooking Hong
fong harbour. Around his neck was slung
a 55Ib concrete manhole cover.
ALIRAN MONTHLY JULY 1984

Some extraordinary ventures have
appeared on the Hong Kong stock market
over the past 10 years, but the Carrian
Group was in a class of its own. Once
thought to be backed by fabulous private
Chinese or Asian fortunes, it enjoyed two
dazzling years at the crest of the property
wave. By 1981 the group's main public
quoted company Carrian Investments had
a market capitalisation of £589m.
Everyone, from the bankers in their
boardrooms to the Hong Kong Chinese in
the street, believed in Carrian. As the
group dashed for growth, swallowing
shipping, insurance and property interests
almost weekly, the investors followed in
one lemming-like rush.
At the heart of a corporate maze with
a complexity rivalling the Slater-Walker
empire of the early 1970s was George
Tan, a remarkable blend of charm,
blarney, brilliance and superstition. An
undischarged
bankrupt
who
held
Paraguay, Tonga and Singapore passports,
Tan emerged from nowhere to become
the f!!tstest moving property man in Hong
Kong. And yet his origins are as
mysterious as his original financial
backers.
The most popular belief about Tan's
early life is that he was brought up in
Sibu, Sarawak. His father was one of the
few trained deritists, enjoying an income
that enabled him to move into other
businesses such as timber and running
taxis. Tan did not, as it were, struggle up
from the Kampongs.
He moved to Hong Kong in 1971,
together with the Kaos (who were his
wife's family), and two other families
who were related to each other by
marriage: the Lims and the Hos, led by
Bentley Ho who was to become coarchitect of the Carrian empire.
The first trace of Tan in the big-time
came in 1979, two yea rs after he had
formed a private compan y called Carria n.
Where the name came from is unclear,
though it has been linked to one of Tan's
earliest employees, a Chinese woman
10

called Carri, or to an Anglicised version of
the Chinese Kai Ling, which means "good
and peaceful." In a swiftly concluded
deal, Carrian bought a stake in a publicly
traded company called Mai Hon and
renamed it Carrian Investments.
A year later Carrian Investments
struck its first major property deal, buying
Gammon House, now known as the Bank
of
America
Tower.
Carrian
paid
HK$998m, 40% more than the seller
(Hong Kong Island) had stumped up a
year before, and way above market value.
But when Tan resold the property to
another property company, Bylamson
and Associates, for HK$1 .68 billion,
Carrian became the hottest and most
talked about stock in town.
Deal followed deal, and although no
one really knew how Tan was doing it, or
where the money was coming from, he
suddenly found himself feted. He was
rumoured to have the backing of Thai
generals, the Marcos family in the Philippines and mysterious Malaysian interests.
Tan had. judged the market perfectly.
After the moratorium on foreign banks
setting up in Hong Kong was lifted in
1978, some 41 banks arrived in the space
of 18 months, all eager to lend, no matter
the cost.
"It became cut-throat," Willie Purves,
executive director of the Hong Kong &
Shanghai Banking Corporation recalled
last June. "Some of our best customers
were coming in asking for loans at rates
which previously we would have considered inconceivable."
Carrian appeared to be a safe bet. Its
stock quadrupled in 1981 to H K$8 and
Tan was brilliantly convincing. "He had
a magic about him. He was the most
art iculate Hong Kong Chinese I have ever
met", says one UK fund manager who
backed Tan in 1980. But Tan's perforrr '1Ce left some with the un~asy feeling
t'
there was a little less to him than
m t the eye.
For those willing to take a peek under
Carrian Group's ample skirt , there was

plenty of scope for doubts, both about its
profitability and its financial soundness.
Firstly, there was the basic corporate
structure, which rested on an unquoted
parent company, Carrian Holdings, which
held 53% of the group's principal public
quoted company, Carrian Investments.
Little is known about Carrian Holdings,
other than that it contained odd travel
and property interests and was owned by
a noninee company, Carrian Nominee.
Nominee companies are a regular
feature of Hong Kong business I ife, where
no disclosure laws exist (yet) to force the
ultimate owners of quoted companies to
declare their interests. But Carrian
Nominee was a special case. It was always
believed to be the source of the fabulous
wealth behind George Tan, despite his
insistence that the owners were the same
four related families who arrived in Hong
Kong with him back in 1971.
Largely on the back of this mystique
Tan was able to borrow the hundreds of
millions of dollars to fund the expansion
of his publicly quoted company, Carrian
Investments. Between 1980 and 1981,
Carrian Investments bought maiority
stakes in Hong Kong's fourth biggest
shipping line, Grand Marina, China
Underwriters insurance company and
Union Bank of Hong Kong (the last
resold at a claimed profit of HK$313rn).
Meanwhile, Carrian Investments became a
wealthy vehicle in its own right, riding on
a flood of equity issues. In February
1980 there were 154m Carrian Investments shares: by January 1983, the total
issued had reached 1.1 billion.
The problem with this mountain of
paper and debt, further complicated by
the maze of cross-share dealings and share
buy-back pledges between Carrian Investments and Carrian Holdings, was what
happened wlien the property bubble
burst. Banks seeking more security on
rescue loans found that Carrian's assets
were almost totally encumbered, while
Carrian's balance sheets, spread over 100
private c_ompanies, did not just collapse,
they evaporated.
Tan and his partner, Bentley Ho, now
face charges of making false st.atements
to creditors, while Ho, Tan's deputy
chairman, faces a charge of false
accounting.
Liquidators from accountants Tou che
Ross and Ernst & Whinney searching
through the wreckage of the Carrian
empire are now trying to establish what,
if anything, is salvageable. Their inquiries
have already taken them through more
than 100 private companies owned by or
associated with Tan and Ho, covering aircraft, hotels, taxis, travel firms, night
clubs and even soft porn films. In
addition to these companies with exotic
names such as Extrawin, Beat the Bush,
Outwit, Perfect Com bi nation and Smart
Money, there are a further 100 or more

with Tan connections.
In front of this dense and near
impenetrable pyramid of private companies stands the effervescent figure
of George Tan, the man with six RollsRoyces in his drive, 41 gold and diamond
encrusted watches in his office drawer
and two paintings from the Earl of
Spencer collection hanging on his office
wall; the man who threw £200,000
parties for his staff and carried thousands
of HK dollars in his back pocket (even if
this was peanuts beside the hundreds of
millions of dollars he was borrowing at
the time from the banks).
To outsiders it is a confusing kaleidoscope of apparent wealth. But those close
to the investigation of the Carrian empire
have now come to a single vital conclusion: Tan could never have built this
paper fortune alone; he needed outside

Fallen star: Georve Tan

help. As one source said: "There had to
be a motor driving this machine."
Among the myriad financial deals
struck by Tan during his reign as Hong
Kong's property king, two are of
particular significance.
The first concerns the purchase of Mai
Hon which, it will be remembered,
became
Carrian
Investments, Tan's
publicly quoted vehicle. The price was
twice the book value and four times the
market value for what . appeared to be a
modest company going nowhere fast. But
Tan was willing to pay HK$700m for it,
with unknown backing.
The second deal which put Tan and
Carrian on the financial map was the
purchase of Gammon House and its rapid
resale at a phenomenal HK$700m profit.
Tan's involvement with Gammon
House was closely connected with two
other major figures in the property
market who have since retired, Chung
The
Ching-Man
and
Roger
Lam.
purchaser of Gammon House was a
company called Extrawin, 75% controlled
by
Carrian
Investments and
25%
controlled by Chung. Again it was way
11

over market price.
Just two months later Extrawin
announced the sale of the building to
Lam's Bylamson group. At HK$l-68
billion the deal was again way out of line
with market prices at the time. Both
Chung's property company, Eda Investments, and Lam's Bylamson Group •are
now in liquidation.
In the frenetic gambling atmosphere
of Hong Kong, these initial inflated deals
had a catalytic effect on the property and
stock market. "George Tan almost singlehandedly sent the markets into the stratosphere," says one banker.
Once that happened, it was a question
of everyone holding on tight. But the
nagging question remains that someone,
somewhere, must have provided the
initial funds for Tan to take off. And here
the finger points almost irresistibly
towards Malaysia.
Some 40 major international banks,
including the Hong Kong & Shanghai,
Barclays, West Deutsche Landesbank, and
Bankers Trust are owed money in the
Carrian affair. But none more so than the
Bank Bumiputra through its Hong Kong
arm, Bank Bumiputra Finance (BMF) .
According to information given to The
Sunday Times, some 90% of all BMF's
lending was to Carrian or to Carrianassociated companies. Estimates suggest
that some £400m is owed by Carrian to
Bank Bumiputra, a deeply embarrassing
figure given that Bank Bumi was
originally set up to promote the interests
of indigenous Malays, not to finance
speculative ventures to an undischarged
bankrupt in Hong Kong.
The sheer weight of Bank Bumi's
lending to Tan and his associates has
already led to the resignation of three of
its four top executives and to a wave of
scandalous rumours about the role of
senior Malaysian politicians in the affair.
The prime minister, Dr. Mahathir
Mohamad ordered an internal investigation last January. The investigation is
being conducted by Bank Bumiputra
itself. It is to establish ttow loans were
given to Carrian.
This was precisely what the murdered
Bank Bumi official, Jalil Ibrahim, was
trying to pin down as he spent months
searching through the BMF's accounts
last year. Whether the creditors or the
liquidators will have any more luck than
Jalil is too early to say .
At the present pace of the investigation it could take until 1997 for the case
to be broken - by which time, as Sir
Geoffrey
Howe,
Britain's
foreign
secretary, revealed last week, the men
from Peking will be well in charge. The
Carrian affair could be Hong Kong's
last big financial scandal.
Source: The Sunday Times, London 22 April

1984. Written by Lionel Barber & John Ball.
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Viewpoint

The National Eye Hospital
Godfrey Ooi and John Kim

0

wing to improved health
standards, population increase
and longer life-span, the incidence of blindness among the
adult population in Malaysia
will treble by the end of this century if
nothing is done to check it. Fortunately ,
about 70 percent of this incidence of
blindness is preventable or reversible and,
in particular, 98 percent of industrial
blindness is avoidable. These facts have
been pointed out on various occasions
by experts on the prevention of blindness. These figures were reemphasised
at the seminar on work for the blind
organised jointly by the Malayan Association for the Blind (MAB), Society of the
Blind in West Malaysia (SBWM) and St.
Nicholas Institute for the Visually
Handicapped in Kuala Lumpur on 7th
May, 1984. At the seminar, a worthy
appeal was also made for effective
measures to be taken to prevent ourselves
going blind or remaining blind needlessly.
Back in 1957, the MAB assumed the
leading role in the prevention of bi indness
programme when it received the donation
of a mobile eye van or clinic from the
Royal Commonwealth Society for the
Blind (RCSB). With this mobile eye van,
the MAB was able to send out a small
team into quite a number of rural areas to
set up make-shift clinics for the purpose
of carrying out the screening of eye
patients, cataract operations as well as
distribution of medicines, equipment and
information pamphlets. Through this
personal approach, the mobile team has
been able to render a very effective
service to those rural folks whom they
could reach .
It is our belief that with more thought
and careful planning, the mobile eye
service can play a much more significant
role in a developing country like ours.
There have been clear indications, however, that the prevention of bi indness
programme is moving away from its
original direction. Rather than developing
the remarkable mobile eye service,
appeals for financial contributions on a
large scale were launched in June, 1983
and attention is now being focussed on
• the building of a hospital which will be
named the Tun Hussein Onn National
Eye Hospital. The target amount to be
ra Lsed for this project has been set at
'- $10 million and the Kwok Foundation
has kindly donated towards this project
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a generous sum of $1 .5 million last year
(1983) . This hospital will occupy 32,000
square feet of land in Petaling Jaya and
will be a charitable, non-profit institution; it will accommodate about seventy
beds and have facilities for consultation,
investigations,
treatment, operations,
pharmacy, research, lectures and a
library. According to the planners, this is
the first hospital of its kind in the
ASEAN region; it is thus expected to
provide excel lent eye care services not
only to all sections of the Malaysian
public but also to the populations of the
other ASEAN countries. The objectives
and functions of this hospital wil I be to
provide preventive eye services to the
country, medical and surgical treatment
for eye ailments as well as facilities for
staff training and research on eye

... the prevention of blindness
programme is moving away from
its original direction.
diseases.
As sight is such a precious gift from
God to us all, certainly no one in his
right senses can deny that the objectives
of building this hospital are noble. But
then, neither can one ignore the monumental efforts, energies, time and money
which are being put into the building of
thir monumental hospital. In fact, this
hospital will be a significant contribution
to the present 'mainstream' type of
development in our country where
prestige projects count and are often
given priority.
On further reflection, certain questions
come to the fore: Is this monumental
project in keeping with the realities of
the Malaysian situation, especially for the
rural areas? Can such a hospital really
reach out to all in the ASEAN region, let
alone the Malaysian population? Considering the resources to be spent on this
project and its future maintenence in
terms of time, manpower, money,
research and so on, who will ultimately
be the main beneficiaries of this scheme
the rural folks or the urban
community?
In our opinion, it is the mobile eye
service rather than a hospital of this
nature which will in the end be more
effective in making a significant contribution to the prevention of bi indness 12

programme in this country. We can cite
two reasons to support our view.
1.
The hospital, as indicated by the
project plans, is being centred in one
main specific location only. This
means that the patients patronising
this hospital most frequently will
come mainly from the immediate
community . As for those living farther
afield, it would probably be the rich
who can afford to come to the
hospital for treatment or frequent
check-ups. In the case of the people
earning much lower incomes and for
whom this hospital is specially meant,
hardly any of them would be able to
make it to this wonderful fa cility.
They can ill afford the time and high
expenses needed for travelling and
other daily necessities.
On the other hand, by going out to
the people, the mobile eye service can
help to reduce the expenditure of the
poor who require eye treatment . This
would also enable them to save much
of their time so often necessary for
their kind of occupation .
By the same token, even if this
hospital were located in a specific rural
area, its potential services to the poor
would still be much more limited than
that which can be provided through a
well-run mobile eye service. This is
because such a hospital which is fixed
in one location cannot reach out to
other rural communities , especially
those which are much farther afield.
2.
This hospital is being located in an
urban centre which already has plenty
of medical facilities such as hospitals,
clinics, pharmacies and ophthalmolo. gical services. Hardly any of these
facilities or services are available in the
rural areas. This means that the
proportion of benefit that this eye
hospital would provide to the urban
community would be much lower than
the proportion of benefit that the
mobile eye service could provide to
the rural folks. This is especially true
in our Malaysian situation since,
according to the mid-term review of
the Fourth Malaysia Plan, about 42
percent of the rural population lives in
poverty; and it is the poor who have
most
need
of
ophth"almolog ical
services.
Thus, for the reasons given, we feel
that the mobile eye service would be

a more sensible approach in our efforts
to resolve the expected increase in the
incidence of blindness by the year
2000. If the same amount of money

presently being spent for the eye
hospital were channelled to the mobile
eye service, we would have a more
effective programme which would be
of benefit to a larger number of
people, especially in the rural areas.

For the development of the mobile
eye service, we would like to recommend
the following:
1.
As the first and essential step the
planners need to give due recognition
to the potential role that can be
played by the mobile eye service,
particularly in a developing country
like ours.
On the basis of such recognition,
the existing mobile eye service should
be expanded to include more than one
mobile eye van. Reinforced with
additional teams of specialised and lay

... this hospital will be a
significant contribution to the
present 'mainstream' type of
development in our country where
prestige projects count and are
often given priority.

staff, these clinics can penetrate deep
into the rural areas and help to clear
the backlog of cataract operations or
treat other eye diseases. More significantly, especially once the eye
have
been
drastically
problems
reduced through this programme,
these vans can be utilised to help the
service play its more important role in
preventive medicine by disseminating
information,
conducting
relevant
research and organising prevention of
blindness campaigns from time to
time. Perhaps these vans too could
help to bring certain facilities such as
talking-books, braille items and so on
to the bi ind in the remote areas.
To enable this service to reach even
the jungle interior of Sabah and
Sarawak, perhaps the service could
also be reinforced with one or more
flying eye clinics or helicopters. It is
true that these may be expensive;
nonetheless, the helicopters would still
provide a much more effective service
in the long run than a hospital which is
fixed in one location.
On a much smaller scale than the
presently designated hospital, coordinating centres should be set up in
local areas, which may be either rural
Besides
dispensing
or
urban.
medicines, these can also act as

important
collecting
points
for
relevant data and can even help in the
processing, collating and compiling of
such information.
In addition, as has been suggested
by the experts at the joint seminar of
7th May, a special department should
be set up in the Ministry of Health;
the purpose of this department would
be to help coordinate at the national
level the prevention of bi i ndness
programme being operated through
the network of services and centres.
This department could also conduct
studies based on the information
obtained from the local coordinating
centres as wel I as analyse and compare
such information with those obtained
from other countries. Through such
research, the department would be
able to produce very comprehensive
information for the benefit of the
general public.
However, in order to maintain the
effectiveness of the mobile eye service,
it must be remembered that the
purpose of this department is to
coordinate rather than control the
activities of the local coordinating
centres;
likewise, the
local coordinating centres should help to
supervise rather than control the
activities of the mobile eye clinics.

Finally, as there is an international
agency on the prevention of blindness
and about seventy countries in the
world have their own national
agencies, perhaps it is now time for
such an agency too to be established
in our country. Fortunately for us,

there already exists the Prevention of
Blindness Committee of the MAB and
this committee can act as the nucleus
for the establishment of this agency.
The MAB, by helping to found this
new agency, will have a heavy work
load off its hands. This would leave
the MAB free to concentrate on the
development of a much more effective
programme for the training _and
rehabilitation of the adult blind.
On the other hand, as a separate
organisation, the prevention of blindness agency would stand a better
chance of expanding organisationally.
This would enable the agency to
develop a more compreh$_nsive as well
as effective programme and network
of services for the prevention of
blindness in Malaysia.
In fact, we are of the opinion that
a greater and much longer-lasting
dedication to our beloved Tun Hussein
Onn would be to name this new
agency the Tun Hussein Onn Prevention of Blindness Agency (THOPBA) .
Moreover, this would be a much more
meaningful tribute to the people.
Thus, to conclude, in our vision of the
scheme of things, there would be much
13
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greater partnership between the Government, the voluntary agencies (THOPBA
in this case) and the general public in the
implementation of the prevention of
blindness programme with the mobile eye
service as its main thrust. Furthermore,
the scope of work to be covered
through this programme is so wide that
we need have no fears there will be no
work to do or that there will be a
shortage of problems to solve. The mobile
ElYe service, we believe, would be a
contribution
to
the genuine
real
development of our Malaysian society.
Nonetheless, in making our proposal
for the development of the mobile eye
service, the question people are likely to
ask would be: "Where can we find the

... it is the poor who have most
need of ophthalmological services.

Mr. Ooi (left) and Mr. John Kim

money?" Our response, of course, would
be: "If $10 million can be found for the
eye hospital, surely the same amount or perhaps less - can be found for such a
worthy agency and programme."
Once the bold step is taken to
establish the agency, we are convinced
that moral and financial support will be
forthcoming both from our own Government as well as international organizations and the U.N. agencies. It will be just
a matter of time.
The writers are both associated with the
Society of the Blind, West Malaysia (SBWM)
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Yitai Statistics

Malaysia's
Dependence on Trade
TABLE 1: Exports, Imports and GNP at Current Prices, Malaysia, 1967-81

I

t is well-known that the colonial
economy that we inherited from the
the British was extremely dependent on
the export sector. The situation has not
changed despite 27 years of independence.
In fact the export of goods and services
ranged from 37 - 62% of the Malaysian
GNP (at market prices) between 1967 1981 . Between 1967 - 1971, the average
export share was 46%. This rose to 48%
between 1972 - 76. In recent times the
export share has been particularly large
averaging 57% between 1977 - 81 .
(See table 1 )
Compared to other nations, Malaysia's
export : GNP ratio is relatively high at
60% in 1980. In contrast, South Korea 's
was 37%; Japan's 14%; United Kingdom's
28%; U.S.A.'s 10%; while those for Indonesia and Thailand, 31 % and 25% respectively (Figures are from the World Bank's
World Development Report 1982) . Such
a situation implies that the state of the
Malaysia economy as a whole can be
easily affected by how our exports perform in the world market. And since 79%
of our total merchandise exports are
made up of primary commodities (43%
of the total were agricultural exports
while 36% were mineral exports), there is
a high degree of instability in the overall
output and income of the Malaysian economy; the prices of primary exports, as
we are all aware, fluctuate constantly .
Table 2 indicates that the bulk of our
exports come from five commodities,
namely, rubber, tin , petroleum, palm oil
and timber (sawn logs and sawn timber).
In contrast, only 20% of our merchandise
exports are made up of manufactures.
While it is true that there has been diver.sification of our exports from the early
dependence on tin and rubber, nevertheless, there is a new disturbing trend of
dependence, on petro.leum and palm oil
instead .
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% Share in GNP

Year

Ex ports 1
($mi!)

lmports 1
($mi!)

GNP
($mil)

Exports

Imports

1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981

4,222
4,654
5,549
5,602
5,242
5,121
7,767
11,043
10,172
14,554
16,279
18,592
26,029
30,694
28,823

4,097
4,417
4,687
5,397
5,056
5,313
6,711
10,989
10,071
11 ,620
13,711
16,405
21,556
29,140
33,060

9,652
10,071
10,978
12,155
12,592
13,842
17,963
21,861
21,606
26,988
31,064
34,659
42,630
49,935
54,40215

43.7
46.2
50.5
46.1
41 .6
37.0
43.2
50.5
47.1
53.9
52.4
53.6
61.1
61.5
53.0

42.5
43.9
42.7
44.4
40.2
38.4
37.4
50.3
46.6
43.1
44.1
47.3
50.6
58.4
60.8

i967-71
1972-76
1977-81

25,269
48,657
120,417

23,654
44,704
113,872

45.6
47.6
56.6

42.7
43.7
53.5

55,448
102,260
212,690

1 Exports and imports of goods and trade services such as freight and insurance but excluding factor services such as investment incomes paid abroad.
Sources:

1967-69: Ministry of Finance, Economic Report 7973/74
1970
Ministry of Finance, Economic Report 7977/78
1971-73: Dept. of Satistics, Malaysia National Accounts Statistics

7977-75

1974-79: Ministry of Finance, Economic Report 7987/82
1980-81 : Bank Negara Malaysia.Annual Report 7987.

... dependence on imports
leads to ''imported inflation"
TABLE 2: Percentage Share of Five Major Commodities in Merchandise
Exports, Malaysia, 1960-81

Year

Gross
Exports
($m)

1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968

3,633
3,238
3,260
3,330
3,382
3,783
3,846
3,724
4,123
14

Rubber Tin

55
48
45
44
41
39
38
34
33

14
17
19
19
22
23
21
20
20

Petroleum

4
3
3
3
3
2
3
3
4

Palm
Oil

2
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3

T imber

Total

5
6
7
8
9
10
12
16
17

80

76
76
76
77
77
77

76
77

1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981

5,055
5,162
5,017
4,854
7,373
10,195
9,231
13,442
14,959
17,094
24,219
28,201
25,738

40
33
29
27
34
28
22
23
23
21
19
16
14

Sources: For years 1960-75:
1976-80:
1981

19
20
18
19
12
15
13
11
11
12
10
9
8

3
4
8
5
4
7
9
13
13
13
17
24
27

3
5
8
7
6
11
14
9
12'
11
10
9
12

15
17
17
18
21
15
12
17
15
14
17
13
14

80
79
80
76
77
76
70
73
74
71
73
71
75

Bank Negara Malaysia, Annual Report 1976
Ministry of Finance, Economic Report 1981/82
Bank Negara Malaysia, Annual Report 1981

• • • there is a new disturbing

trend ofdependence,on
petroleum and palm oil
instead.

Table 3: Gross Imports by Economic Function, Malaysia, 1967-81

Year

Total

Consumption
Goods

Investment
Goods

Intermediate
Goods

Imports for
Reexport

1967 : ($ml
%
1974: ($ml
%
1981 : ($m)
%

3,316
100
10,015
100
26,504
100

1,291
39
2,160
22
5,623
21

759
23
3,370
34
7,820
30

1,083
33
4,056
40
12,682
48

183
6
429
4
379
1

Sources: Ministry of Finance, Economic Report 1975-76; Bank Negara, Annual Report 1981 .

Table 4: The Share of Final Imports in Final Private Consumption
Items, West Malaysia, 1970

Item

Total
Expenditure
(Market
Price)
($M)

Imports
of Final
Goods and
Services
($M)

Import
Share

Clothing and Footwear
Bread and Cereals
Fruits and Vegetables
Personal Trans port Equipment
Purchase Transport
Equipment and Accessories
Fish
Personal Care/Effects
Milk, Cheese, Eggs
Medical and Health Expenses
Others

304.9
660.0
324.3
333.2
299.6
122.1
358 .9
82.7
227.3
133.1
3,487.1

143.2
117.8
78.4
71.0
57 .5
55.2
32.5
27.5
27.1
43.4
233.2

47
18
24
21
19
45
9
33
12
33
7

TOTAL

6,332.2

886.8

14

(%)

Source: 'Malaysia, Department of Statistics, Input - Output Tables Peninsular Malaysia 1970
Table VIII.
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Be that as it may, our over-concentration of exports in these five primary
products is evident, particularly during
periods of general commodity boom or
depression. Thus whereas the current
value of merchandise exports jumped
some 110% between 1972 to 1974 because
of a boom, export value dropped by some
9% the following year because of reces•
sion; the price of rubber fell by 23%,
palm oil by 36% and tin by 15%. An even
greater fall was prevented because of
favourable petroleum prices then.
Such fluctuation in prices which result
in perennial shortfalls to national growth
and income, have serious implications for
workers employed in these sectors! We
recall the problems of the rubber smallholders in 1974-75 and the effect of the
current recession on our workers.
The situation is further complicated
because we are also heavily dependent
on imports. The degree of import dependence, calculated as the value of imports
as a percentage of total supply of
resources for national use (defined as
GNP minus exports plus imports), has
risen sharply from an average of 39%
in 1971 to 1973 to an average of 58%
between 1979 to 1981. This means that
as much as three-fifths of the goods and
services we utilise are imported. And
although it is true that most of our
imports comprise intermediate and investment goods, nevertheless, we still import
many consumption items. In 1981 the
figures were: intermediate· goods 48%;
investment goods 30%; consumption
goods 21 % (see table 3) . Much of these
consumption items comprised food bread, cereals, fruits, fish, vegetables,
milk, cheese, eggs, etc (see table 4) . It
should be noted that such dependence
on imports leads to "imported inflation",
a phenomenon we can all attest to but
which affects the poor workers even
more.
Under the circumstances we should
orientate our economy to one that is
less dependent on trade (both exports
and imports). At the very least, we should
encourage self-reliance in food production. To maintain growth we should
further process our commodities (particularly timber and palm oil) before
export. With such a base, it will be easier
to take off into an industrialization process based on the primary goods we
produce rather than one that is based on
industrial raw materials that we have to
import for example the car, electronic
and textile industries. In the process we
shall be further developing our own
technology and scientific base.
(All tables have been taken from Khor Kok
Peng~ The Malaysian Economy: Structures
of Dependence (Marlcan and Sons and
Institute Masyarakat, Kuala Lumpur: 1984)
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Kebudayaan

Asas-asas kebudayaan

Chelkh Anta Diop

CHEIKH ANTA DIOP, pakar antropologl dan
ahli flzlk berbangsa Senegal, ialah pengasas dan
pengarah Makmal Radiokarbon di lnstltut
Fonda mental d' Afrlque Noire ( I FAN), di
Unlversltl Dakar. Dalam bldang salns kemanuslaan beliau telah menerbltkan beberapa bukubuku mengenai soal-soal yang berkaltan dengan
Afrlka termasuk Nat ions Negres et Culture,
L' Unite Culturelle de L' Afrlque Noire
Precolonlale.

I

dentiti kebudayaan sesuatu bangsa
bersangkut paut, dengan tiga faktor
utama - faktor sejarah, bahasa dan
psikologi (yang terakhir sekali mungkin
meliputi
bentuk-bentuk khusus
mengenai keagamaan bangsa tersebut).
Kepentingan faktor-faktor ini berbeza
mengikut keadaan sejarah dan sosial;
apabila faktor-faktor ini tidak wujud
sepenuhnya dalam sesuatu bangsa atau
individu, identiti kebudayaan tersebut
tidak sempurna.
Perhubungan
harmonis di antara
ketiga-tiga faktor m1 adalah suatu
keadaan yang ideal, dan pada praktisnya
berbagai-bagai jenis kombinasi boleh
berlaku. Apabila, satu da'ripada faktorfaktor m1 dipengaruhi, keperibadian
kebudayaan secara kolektif atau individu
akan diubahkan; perubahan-perubahan ini
mungkin juga mengakibatkan suatu
"Krisis identiti".
Bolehkah faktor-faktor ini di kelaskan
dalam suatu hirarki kepentingan atau
adakah setiap faktor ini memainkan
peranan yang sama dalam struktur
keperibadian
kebudayaan
tersebut?
Sebarang jawapan kepada so13lan ini mesti
bermula dengan satu huraian mengenai
ketiga-tiga faktor itu.
Pertama sekali, faktor sejarah itu
ialah
simen
yang
menyatupadukan
bangsa itu dan membezakannya dari
sesebuah kumpulan yang ahli-ahlinya
mungkin tidak mempunyai apa-apa ciri
yang sama . Kesedaran mengenai sejarah
yang sama ialah kubu yang paling kukuh
yang boleh dibina oleh sesuatu bangsa
untuk melindungi mereka dari pencerobohan kebudayaan atau lain-lain bentuk
pencerobohan dari luar. Maka dalam
di
antara
peradabanperhubungan
peradaban - sesama proses penjajahan ,
umpamanya - penjajah-penjajah cuma
rMlemahkan, kalau tidak memusnahkan ,
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kesedaran sejarah mereka yang dijajah .
Kehilangan kedaulatan negara dan
kesedaran sejarah akibat dari pendudukan
asing yang berpanjangan menyebabkan
kelembapan atau kemerosotan apabila
kehilangan itu tidak benar-benar menuju
keruntuhan atau kejatuhan ke dalam
penganiayaan atau anarki . Kisah mengenai negara Mesir di bawah pemerintahan
Rom menggambarkan dengan tepat sekali
proses ini. Pada mulanya Mesir wujud
sebagai pusat peradaban di Dunia Purba
tetapi bila kedaulatannya dirampas dari
rakyatnya dari abad keenam SM hingga
kedua TM , mereka beralih ke kezaliman,
mengikut
pujangga
Latin
bernama
Juvenal, yang telah menggambarkan perganas
di
antara
rakyat
tempuran
Denderah dengan rakyat Hombos dalam
abad kedua Masehi.
Maka setakat ini penggunaan kedaulatan negara adalah sekolah terbaik bagi
fikiran dan jiwa sesuatu bangsa, dan cara
yang satu saja untuk mengekal kan sifatsifat terbai k bangsa tersebut . Penjajahan
selalunya merendahkan mereka yang
dijajah, yang dilayan sebagai anak kecil.
Agak sukar untuk menyatakan samada
fa ktor~ejarah itu lebih penting daripada
faktor bahasa atau tidak. Bagi ahl i fal safah
Peranci s bernama Montesqui eu,
bahasa adalah pembawah rata yang
tunggal, tanda agung mengenai id entiti
kebudayaan .
"Selama
bangsa
yang
ditakluk itu tidak kehilangan bahasanya",
tulis beliau, "bangsa itu masih mempunya i harapan" .
Tetapi tidak ada tempat di dunia ini
di mana f eno meno n perpaduan bahasa
wujud
secara
luas,
Bahasa-bahasa
mengikut jalan pengh ijrahan dan nasib
setiap bangsa. Perpecahan dan kepelbagaian akan wuj ud sehingga suatu
usaha ras mi d ijalankan atau suatu keputusan politik diambil urituk memperluaskan kegunaan satu bahasa saja ,
dengan menggunakan kekerasan ji ka
perlu . I ni telah berlaku di Perancis d i
mana dalam satu contoh jelas mengenai
pengasingan bahasa, bentuk pertuturan
yang digunakan dalam lie de France
telah mempengaruhi dialek-dialek di
Picardy, Provence dan Brittany.
16

Waiau bagaimanapun, proses ini pada
mulanya hanya menjejaskan perbendaharaan kata sesuatu bahasa , bukan
tatabahasa, iaitu morfologi dan sintaksinya. Adalah menghairankan bahawa
setelah mengalami tekanan kebudayaan
selama empat abad, tidak ada bahasa
Eropah pun (lnggeris, Perancis, Portugis
atau Sepanyol) yang telah memberi kesan
kepada
tatabahasa sebarang
bahasa
Afrika_, biarpun bahasa yang paling rapuh
ataupun yang paling terdedah kepada
kecacatan. Perbendaharaan kata sebaliknya ialah kawasan sensitif yang mudah
menerima perubahan di dalam mana
akulturasi (atau pertukaran kebudayaan,
bergantung kepada sudut pandangan
seseorang) boleh berlaku. Tetapi tidak
kira betapa intensifnya proses akulturasi
itu, peminjaman kata-kata tidak boleh
menghancurkan sesuatu sistem bahasa
oleh kerana kata-kata yang baru diperkenalkan itu 'dijinakkan' dan disesuaikan
dengan fonetik dan keistimewaan bahasa
yang meminjam.
Tamadun yang mempunyai teknologi
yang paling maju sekali selalunya mempengaruhi peradaban atau masyarakat
yang membuat perhubungan dengannya.
lni menjelaskan fenomenon Franglais di
Perancis. Kekuasaan ini hanya boleh
hilang apabila ketidakseimbangan teknologi ini dihapuskan.
Creol isasi ialah suatu proses bahasa
yang bermula dalam suatu keadaan sejarah yang khusus. lndividu- individu yang
diasing kan dan tidak diberi hak kebebasan , t elah diamb il dari suasana asal
mereka dan dicampak secara kejam ke
dalam suasana yang lain dan mereka
t elah menyesuai ka n diri seberapa yang
boleh keda pa suasa na baru ini . Maka
orang-orang Akrika yang buta huruf yang
t elah di usir ke Hindia Barat telah memburu kka n bahasa-bahasa Eropah yang
ditut ur di sana dan mencipta bentukbentuk percakapan yang baru di dalam.
mana pa kar-pakar telah menjumpai unsurunsur struktur sintaksis dan morfologi
dalam bahasa-bahasa Afri ka. Proses yang
sama telah berlaku dalam empayar
Perancis apabila penembak-penembak
berbangsa Senegal dalam tentera Perancis

percantuman kebudayaan

GUERNICA (1937)

telah sebenarnya mencipta bahasa mereka
sendiri . Dengan cara yang sama, dalam
kawasan-kawasan perdagangan di mana
peradaban-peradaban yang berlainan bertemu, linguae francae biasanya dibentuk.
Proses-proses begini tanpa kecua\i hampir
selalunya menyebelah ke satu pihak.

Adakah asimilasi Kebudayaan
mengakibatkan kehancuran
kebudayaan?
Memang benar bahawa ada prosesproses aku\turasi yang lain yang \ebih
kompleks dan berbalas-balasan, yang
terjadi di antara peradaban-peradaban di
peringkat-peringkat perkembangan tekno\ogi
yang berlainan. Maka di suatu
Persidangan Para Penulis dan Seniman
Berku\it Hitam, nove\is Perancis bernama
Francois Mauriac telah menegaskan
bahawa peradaban-peradaban sa\ing mempengaruhi satu sama lain menerusi aspekaspek negatif mereka, dan bahawa
negara-negara Barat telah mengambil dari
Afrika dan dunia Afrika Hitam hasi\hasil mereka yang paling meragukan
(beliau merujuk kepada muzik jaz!) dan
begitu juga sebaliknya .

Bagaimanakah penguasaan
kebudayaan mempengaruhi
· bahasa?
Akhirnya, faktor psikologi menjangkakan terlebih dahu\u suatu pengeka\an
tertentu di da\am berbagai struktur.
Suatu anal isa yang lengkap mengenai
faktor ini akan memer\ukan penye\idikan
ten tang apa yang di panggi I ketetapanketetapan kebudayaan, 1a1tu ciri-ciri
psikologi bangsa Afrika, Eropah, Asia dan
lain-lain yang tidak berubah, bertentangan dengan ciri-ciri yang diubahkan o\eh
keadaan yang sering bertukar. Jauh dari
mempertahankan fikiran bahawa sifat
kemanusiaan itu tidak boleh diubah,
tujuannya haruslah untuk mengerti profil
kemanusiaan yang keka\ sama atau
sekurang-kurangnya yang masih bo\eh
dikenali se\epas perubahan yang tidak
untuk
berabad-abad
berhenti-henti
\amanya .
Suasana kebudayaan itu bo\eh dianggap sebagai suatu struktur asimilasi yang
menyerap bahan-bahan dari luar dan
berkembang sambil mempunyai kesedaran tentang identitinya sendiri. Proses
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asimilasi itu memperkayakannya tanpa
menjejaskan matlamatnya . Hanya kehancuran oleh sesuatu agensi \uar, penyepaian (tidak kira apa sebabnya), atau
pengerasan salurnadinya disebabkan oleh ,I
autarki keterlaluan boleh membawa
maut.
Jadi pendapat Mauriac harus dianggap
sebagai suatu kejenakaan, kerana peradaban-peradaban boleh mempengaruhi satu
sama lain menerusi aspek-aspek posit if
mereka.
Adalah diakui hari ini bahawa kesenian
Afrika te\ah mempunyai pengaruh yang
keka\ ke atas kesenian Barat dalam abad
kedua pu\uhan . Seniman barat telah
meminjamkan dari rakan sejawatnya yang
tak dikenalinya di Afrika bukan sahaja
prinsip-prinsip kecantikan tetapi juga hak
untuk membuang norma-norma klasik
seperti
'The Golden Number' atau
real isme anatomi, yang te\ah menguasai
kesenian Barat dalam berbagai bentuk
dari zaman kuno hingga ke zaman moden.
Kebebasan kreatif yang terdapat dalam
bentuk-bentuk dan rentak-rentak p\astik ,
suatu pembaharuan kebebasan men cipta
- inilah ajaran-ajaran besar yang kesenian
moden telah mempero\ehi dari kesenian
Afrika . lnilah contoh t erbaik mengenai
suatu pengaruh positif yang muncul dari
perhubungan di antara dua peradaban
yang mengejar haluan yang selari dan
tersendiri .
Setiap peradaban mempunyai dua cara
atau
peringkat
untuk
menguruskan
konsep -konsep . Yang pertamanya ialah
berkenaan dengan segala yang khusus,
dengan suatu kawasan yang boleh dikatakan sebagai dilindungi o\eh tembok
psi ko\ogi bangsa itu yang tunggal, suatu
kawasan yang hanya boleh difahami dari
da\am. lni adalah juga peringkat untuk
pencurahan perasaan dalam bentuk puisi ;
inilah terasnya, mata airnya, pusat untuk
semua kebudayaan yang hidup, pusat
untuk semua peradaban . Jean-Paul Sarte
te\ah mentakrifkannya dengan tepat bila
beliau menulis bahawa "ciri-ciri khusus
sesebuah masyarakat dengan tepatnya
secoco k dengan rangkai kata bahasanya
yang tidak bo\eh diterjemahkan". Cara
atau peri ngkat kedua adalah berkenaan
dengan sejagat, dengan fi kiran-fi kiran
umum bo\eh difahami oleh semua orang,
dengan kawasan di dalam mana suatu
peradaban dapat mempengaruhi peradaban yang lain.
Apabila teras itu hancur, kehidupan
masyarakat-masyarakat dan peradabanperadaban akan berakhir juga. lnilah
sebabnya mengapa terdapat usaha-usaha
\uas hari ini untuk me\indungi ha\ tungga\
yang produktif ini yang bukan menandakan pengasingan atau pengunduran
tetapi adalah syarat asas perihal sejagat. D

Dipetik daripada Kurier UNESCO, Jabatan
Penerbitan, Universiti Malaya.
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The Human File

wi11 try to describe and discuss the sufferings of the weak and voiceless in
our society.

The Struggle to Survive
S

audara A is a sweeper in a government office. He is 24 years old,
married with 2 children aged 1 and 2.
His wife is not working. He lives in a
squatter house in Serdang, Selangor. He
built the house himself at a cost of
$2,000. His aged father, mother and a
sister live with him. His father earns a
monthly pension of $60.00
His monthly ' pay is $300 which is
barely sufficient for him. So he has
· taken a contract to wash taxis at night,
in partnership with another man. He
works from 8 a.m. to 4 .15 p.m. in his
office. He then goes over to wash taxis
from 6 p.m. to 2 a.m. He earns about
$30 a day including Sundays and holidays. (He and his partner get a total of
about $80 a day out of which $20 is
paid to the owner of the Shell station for
rental and water).
How does he spend his money?
Marketing - $120 - $150 per month
Sundry goods - $200 - $250 per month
Motorcycle - $60 per month
Food/Cigarettes (Personal) - $100 per
month (He has breakfast at home.
Lunch & dinner are taken outside)
Clothes - $50 (Average)

Medical - He goes to government clinics.
His social I ife is NIL. He lacks sleep
and can sleep only 4 hours a day.

S

•

audara B is 47 years old . Has a nonworking wife and 2 children aged
17 and 5. Has been a driver in the government service for 27 years. Present pay is
$465 per month. He is lucky to have
got government quarters and pays a
rental of $10.00 (one room quarters).
He drives a taxi from 6 p.m. to 12
midnight. He rents the taxi from the
owner for $20 per half-day. After paying
for petrol etc. he can make about $450
per month.
He spends :Marketing - $180.00 per month
Sundry goods - $200.00 per month
Electricity/Water
- $45 per month
Motorcycle
- $30.00 per month
Food/Cigarettes (Personal) - $150.00
per month
Miscellaneous
- $100.00 per month
His social life is NIL. He sleeps about
6 hours a day as his house is quite near
the office.

•

S

audara C is a postman. He is 36
years old, married and has 3 children, aged 11, 9 and 6 respectively. His
wife is not working. He earns $650
per month . He lives in a small flat (3
rooms) in town. Rental is $450.00. He
has rented out 2 rooms to bachelors for
$250.00 and occupies one room, the
hall and the kitchen .
He works part-time as a driver for an
architect and is paid $150 per month.
He normally works from 6 p.m. to
10 p.m. He is paid that sum as he is only
called to drive about 3 to 4 times a week.
He says that a postman's work schedule
is heavy; otherwise he would try to earn
more by driving a taxi. As it is, he feels
really tired after work .
He spends:Market - $200
Sundry doods - $200
Water/Electricity - $50.00
Children's school expenses - $50.00
Food outside etc. (He is able to go home
for lunch) - nonsmoker - $30.00
Transport (Motorcyle) - $30 .00
Bas sekolah for his children - $60.00
Clothes (Average a month) - $50.00
He finds life hard. As he only works
part-time 3 or 4 times a week he has
some time to spend with his family or
visit friends.

•

The three cases described here are
some of the t_housands of examples of
low income earning public servants doing
all sorts of extra jobs to make ends meet.
The cost of living which has been going
up as a result of the recession has made
it so difficult for them to live. Basic
amenities - especially housing - are so
costly that they are beyond the means of
the low-income earners.
How many of us who live in some
comfort are even aware of how the poor
struggle to survive?
Ahmad Shukri
Note:
Two r-ns why some parents hold more than one job?
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(pen-name of an Aliran member)

Next
month
we
shall
piece o n how lowly-paid
stru gg le to su rv ie - edi tor.

carry
public

another
servJnts

INSIGHT INTO A LAND OF PLENTY

OOPS! WHAT'S TftfS?

LET ME. FEEt ...
OF COURSE IT's
NOT A TET!
~ - HE~E, FEEL

THESE PARALLEL

~
:1/~

~

.1/,

PROTRU$10NS ••.

TftE t<ERA:TAAN
/<; PROBABLY
LAYlNG OUT

TftE TAAct::s
FOR THE ~A~S
RAPrD TRANS IT
'JYSTEM •..

MY ! MY! our<. COUNTRY
IS SO PEVELOPED .. .
TUM6o 1ET5 MRf
A MU1-T1-M1u.iot-t 'voLLAR
BRIPGEA OUR VERY OWN
NATfON L CAR ...
WE FEEL ~ PROUD J

19

ALI RAN MONTHL V JUL V 1984

OTHER VOICES
Woodard Textile Mills Locks Out
1,200 Workers

T

he Management of Woodard Textile
Mills, a member of the Pen-Group
of companies (a Japanese concern),
recently sacked seven members of the
factory's House Committee of the Penang
and Province Wellesley Textile and Garments Workers Union. And when workers
began picketing to protest the dismissals,
the factory locked out its 1,200 workers
for several days in mid-May. In a sisterfactory, Pentex, in Province Wellesley,
the Chairman and Secretary of the house
committee were also issued "final
warnings".
According to statements by the Union
and by the MTUC, Penang Division, these
dismissals and warnings were directly
related to the impasse in negotiations for
a fresh Collective Agreement between
the Union and the Company. Negotiations
for this Third Agreement started as
early as September 1983. As at 1st
March, however, ten items remained
outstanding. These included the questions
of annual leave, wage and annual increment, bonus, shift allowance, retrenchment and retirement benefits, etc. Thus
the matter was referred to the Industrial
Court.
Meanwhile, Woodard workers claimed
that negot1at1ons failed because of
management's attitude and so started a
boycott of not wearing company uniforms. In response 4,000 warning letters
were issued to workers. Consequently the
boycott was stopped. However, in
response to what the union claims as
"the undermining of the Union" by
certain officers and the refusal of management · to deal with these complaints,
Union members started picketing and
wearing black arm-bands "as sign of
protest against the denial of fair play".
Subsequent to a meeting between Union
officials and Management arranged by the
Industrial Relations Department on 11 th
March, all protest activities ceased. The
Union proposed re-opening negotiations.
• However, show cause letters were
issued to the seven House Committee
members the following day and after a
µ;ionth-long enquiry during which the
seven were suspended, their dismissals
ALI RAN MONTHLY JULY 1984
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were announced. Likewise, picketing and
arguments led on to a separate enquiry
of House Committee members in Pentex
before the "final warning" letters were
issued.
·
Although Woodard has since returned
to operations and the se_ven who were
dismissed, rehired upon the intervention
of the Industrial Refations Department,
it is noteworthy that a new Collective
Agreement has yet to be achieved. It
will be heard in the Industrial Court in
mid-June.
At the last meeting between Management and Union officials on the 6th
April, Union officials agreed to accept
management's proposals on seven out
of the ten outstanding items. Two of the
three items on which they stood firm
dealt with i) shift allowances and ii) salary
scales and salary adjustment.
With regard to the former, the Union
requested an increase of 10 sen for workers working on the 3 to 11 p.m. shift,
that is from $1 .40 to $1 .50. In the case
of the latter, the Union proposed a minimum base-up (salary adjustment) of
$2.00 per day ($52.00 per month) for
the lowest category of workers. The
Company, however, proposed $1.55 per
day (~0.30 per month).
The Union's statement ends by appealing to al I people to give their support to
the workers in their fight against
"Japanese hypocrisy" in Malaysia . "We
must at al I cost fight the Japanese who
think that the 'Look East' policy is a
free ticket given to exploit Malaysian
workers."
0

•

Women's Rights

W

omen in Malaysia have made
significant contributions to the
social, economic and political development of the country. "Not only have we
borne the responsibility of rearing future
generations,
maintaining
household
services but have also been an integral
part of the production and distribution of
goods and marketed services. In spite of
this, women have been subjected to
various types of discrimination and
oppression and have generally been
relegated to a subordinate position in
20

society". This was stated by the participants of the seminar "Women and
Employment" held on the 16th and 17th
April in Kuala Lumpur. Jointly organised
by the Women's Association of the
University of Malaya and the Asia and
Pacific Development Centre, the parti·
cipants discussed in detail various papers
which investigated problems of women in
plantations, the smallholding sector and
industries. Among other things, the
participants called for the promotion of
joint ownership of agricultural land which
is worked by both husband and wife in
the smallholding sector. The focus of
training programmes for rural women
farmers should also be re-ori·ented "from
family development to training in new
techniques of agricultural production and
management skills". In the plantation
sector housing should be provided for all
irrespective of their sex and the NUPW
should also increase women's participation at all levels of union activities,
especially in leadership. Women's organisations should develop "a social support
system to help abused women".
In the industrial sector, "the government should remove all constraints to
unionise" and "women's organisations
should support the efforts of the electronic workers to unionise". There was
also an "urgent need to set up child-care
centres in the place of work and to give
nursing breaks to mothers nursing their
young" just as it was necessary to maintain health and safety standards in the
factories.
And lastly there was a cal I for
"minimum wage" legislation, a stop to
the abuse of women in the media, the
removal of laws which discriminated
against women and increased government
effort "to improve the quality of life of
the existing population rather than calling
for increased population growth".
It was most encouraging that the
women also resolved to be "actionorientated".
Besides contacting the
relevant parties on these issues, they
themselves would "take up these issues
and work towards a more equitable
distribution of resources and opportunities".

•

CURRENT COMMENT

A Complete Record of AHran's Statements
to the Press made during the preceding month
The STPM Inquiry
Aliran regrets that the Minister of
Education, Datuk Dr. Sulaiman Daud,
chose to give a non-committal reply when
asked whether the findings of the inquiry
into the STPM leakage last year would be
made public or not.
Justice demands that the findings be
made public. There can be no two ways
about it if the government sincerely
upholds the principle of public accountability. Otherwise, it will make a mockery
of its claim that it is a clean, trustworthy
government that leads by example.
Besides, if the findings are not made
public, all sorts of rumours about how
the leakage happened will gain credence.
This will have an adverse effect upon the
government's image.
There is, in fact, a growing tendency
on the part of the government to keep
everything under wraps. There have been
a number of inquiries into important
public i·ncidents whose findings have
never been disclosed to the pub I ic. This is
a habit that must stop.
As far as the STPM inquiry is
concerned it was the Chairman of the
Malaysian Examinations Council, Royal
Professor Ungku Abdul Aziz, who gave an
assurance a few _
m onths ago that the
public would be told how the leakage had
occured.
Aliran therefore calls upon the
Minister of Education to come out
immediately with a firm, unequivocal
statement to the effect that the full
findings of the inquiry into the STPM
leakage will be made public - without ·
any censorship from any quarter. There
must be no attempt whatsoever to
protect the culprits. Let us not forget
that thousands of students had to go
through a lot of mental anguish as a result
of that leakage. If justice is not seen to
be done, these young people will lose
faith in the integrity of the present
system.
Chandra Muzaffar

18th May 1984

President

*

Health, Statistics & Service
was a · little taken aback by the
aggressive tone of Dr. Mohd. Rani's letter
to the · Star, "Health Services have

improved" (15 May 1984) in which he
accused me of making "false" and
"malicious" statements about our health
services.
My contention that "Our health and
educational -services which were fairly
satisfactory at one time are beginning to
deteriorate rapidly" was a point of minor
significance raised to illustrate · one of
several arguments I had made against the
new population target of 70 million (Star,
27 April) . It would have been inappropriate in a letter of that sort to explain in
detail what one meant by deterioration
in the health and educational services.
However, Dr. Rani has had no problem
in interpreting correctly what I implied.
Of course, .it is deterioration in. the
quality of service that I was concerned
about. Quality of service is not the same
thing as expansion of facilities . Expansion
of facilities, it is true, can lead to positive
changes in certain respects but it is wrong
to equate it with improved quality of
service. As an illustration, there are
undoubtedly better facilities for playing
badminton today compared to the past.
This has perhaps widen°ed the reservoir of
badminton potential available to us. It
does not however mean that the quality
of the game has also improved. Similarly,
there has been tremendous expansion of
educational opportunities. As a result,
illiteracy has been reduced . Nonetheless,
it would be wrong to conclude that the
quality of education has also gone up.
On the contrary, if one evaluates an
average SPM holder today in terms of
his ability to express ideas, to analyse
issues and his interest in, and command
of, general knowledge one would find
him quite mediocre compared to say a
school certificate holder twenty years
ago. This deterioration in quality is the
consequence of a whole variety of factors
which need not bother us here including
the type of training of school teachers,
the decline of proressional standards
within the teaching community, the lack
of effective supervision of teaching and
teachers, the deplorable wages and
working conditions of non-graduate
teachers, and even changes in the social
backgrounds of the students themselves.
Unfortunately, neither the causes, nor the
actual state, of this deterioration in
quality can be established through
statistics. This in fact goes to show how
inadequate statistics can be when we are
trying to understand what is happening
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in reality.
It is within this perspective that my
point about the health services should be
understood . Granted, the growth in the
number of hospitals and rural clinics since
Merdeka has been quite impressive. lt is
also possible to provide figures on how
infant mortality and toddler mortality
rates have decreased . These figures, however, tell us very little about the management of rural clinics, the competence of
rural midwives. Similarly, statistics on
hospital expenditure and drug importation will not be able to explain the long
queues in most .General hospitals in the
country, the over-crowded third class
wards, the lack of proper attention to
non-paying patients in certain instances,
the 'tidak apa' attitude that sometimes
prevails in out-patient clinics in our hospitals, the inability to provide specialist
services in many district and sometimes in
some state hospitals. How do we quantify
statistically the genuine frustrations of
young doctors· and the appalling working
conditions of supporting medical staff
which have a direct bearing upon the
quality of service? Neither can statistics
reveal how the performance of our health
services has been affected by the control
exercised by the civil service upon the
medical professionals in the public sector.
This is why it would be useful for those
of us who are engrossed in statistics to
give some attention to the ever-increasing
array of grievances about our health
services articulated oy ordinary people
through all sorts of channels. Admittedly
these would be subjective views. But in
the ultimate analysis these subjective
views are more concrete, more tangible
than mere statistics for they are rooted
in the real experiences of living, breathing
human beings.
To downplay the seriousness of their
grievances - as politicians and planners
are prone to do - by arguing that there is
no deterioration in quality, that what has
really happened is that people today are
more aware of the importance of good
health, that their expectations have
increased, is to engage in dangerous selfdelusion. While it is true that the demand
for health care has gone up, the inability
to meet this demand shows that present
performance is not up to standard. If let
us say 15 years ago, the health services
were able to fulfil a greater proportion of
public demand at that time than they can
today then it means that there has been
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some deterioration. For quality of service
has to be assessed not just on the basis of
performance and effectiveness but also in
relation to demands and expectations.
Ouite apart from all this, Dr. Mohd.
Rani has also given the erroneous impression - perhaps unwittingly - that the
reduction in infant mortality rates is
due primarily to the standard of our
health services. The truth is changes in
income, higher levels of information and
knowledge, greater social mobility and
rapid urbanisation, in addition to the
provision of various public utilities, have
all helped to reduce mort91ity rates here
as elsewhere. Indeed, thinkers like Ivan
Illich (Medical Nemesis) have argued that
even with diseases like tuberculosis,
improved housing facilities and better
working conditions have done more to
reduce the incidence of the disease than
medicines as such.
Finally, it should be stressed that this
response to Dr. Mohd. Rani should not be
seen as criticism of individuals who keep
our Health Services going. The sincerity
and integrity of mar,y of them is simply
especially when their
remarkable dedication is weighed against the crude
commercial motives that pervade the
private sector in medicine. They, like the
services they operate, are victims of a
larger system that makes it so difficult to
provide quality service.
Chandra Muzaffar

22nd May 1984

President

*

Protest Against Radio-Active
Waste Dump
Aliran is appalled that Papan, one of
the first mining towns in the Kinta,
whose people have contributed so much
to the development of the country, is
to be turned into a radio-active waste
dump.
The waste - thorium hydroxide - is
hazardous to health and potentially
threatens not only the people of Papan
but others in the vicinity as well.
The claims of Puspati and the Asian
Rare Earth Sdn. Bhd. notwithstanding,
there can be no guarantee of absolute
safety to the people of Papan or to their
future generations. It is clear, in this
instance, that profits (for the company
concerned) and glory (for Puspati) have
been given priority over people. This is
surely not the kind of development we
should be pursuing.
It is in this context that we support
the Papan Anti-Radioactive Waste Dump
Com_mittee in their struggle to ensure
!their safety and in their just demand that
the authorities move the dump to an
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A section of the Papan protesters

isolated site. Better still, the Asian Rare
Earth venture whose products are for
foreign
markets and
the wasteful
experiments of Puspati, should be
scrapped .
Loh Kok Wah

25th May 1984

Exco Member

*

Labour Agreement with Indonesia
While the recently signed contract
labour agreement between the Malaysian
and
Indonesian
governments
may
regularise the already rapid inflow of
Indonesian immigrants into our country,
it is undoubtedly true that the agreement
is detrimental to the real interests of our
people.
main justifications
One of the
provided
by
the
government for
promoting the supply of Indonesian
labour is the alleged shortage of labour
in th~ agricultural sector.
To start with, it is still unclear whether
there is a general shortage of labour in the
agricultural sector. The government has
not conducted a comprehensive study of
the so-called labour shortage. There may
be insufficient labour in some of the new
regional development schemes but there
is also a lot of evidence to show that
unemployment has been increasing in
some of the plantations.
Besides, even if there is a labour
shortage, it is largely because wages are
not competitive. This is one of the
reasons that explains the migration of
workers from Johore arid Kelantan to
Singapore to work in the construction
industry there. Similarly, in the plantation sector incomes are really low
compared to other segments of the
economy. Indeed, the real income of
plantation workers has been stagnating
for a number of years. Miserable working
conditions, poor housing and the lack of
other social amenities have also served to
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drive youths away from what has been
described as the "green ghetto". In the
regional land schemes too, working
conditions for the labourers are often
harsh and inhuman.
It is obvious that plantation owners
do not want to improve the quality of
life in the plantations. Neither is the
government taking any concrete measures
to curb the exploitation and abuse of
labour by contractors in the regional
development schemes.
By bringing in cheap labour from
outside, the plantation owners and the
government hope that they will not have
to impro~ wages and working conditions.
For the availability of an
abundance of cheap, imported labour can
be used to threaten existing workers with
dismissal if they demanded a better deal
- which the employers may not be
prepared to accede to. Indeed, Indonesian
labour could well serve to further depress
the already low wage level in the plantation sector.
The contract labour agreement with
Indonesia in fact shows how much power
and influence plantation owners and
contractors command. It is their interests
which the government has decided to
accommodate. In this connection, 1t 1s
important to note that during the
colonial
period,
the
British
too
encouraged immigrant labour partly
because of the demands from the big
plantation and tin-mine owners.
Instead of succumbing to pressures
from powerful vested interests, the
government should through legislation
and persuasion ensure that wages and
working conditions in the plantations
and regional development schemes are
comparable to certain other related
sectors of the economy where real
incomes have increased significantly in
recent years. At the same time, it must
encourage the shift to mechanisation and
higher per-man productivity in the
plantations. Our own workers must be
given the opportunity to acquire a variety
of agricultural and industrial skills so that

feelings about the effects of development
upon them. When it happens it should be
welcomed and encouraged especially
since the protests of the Papan and
Kelawei communities are valid and
legitimate. Anyone who is concerned
about the health and safety of people
would understand why the Papan
residents are worried about the dumping
of radio-active waste in their area.
Similarly, anyone who appreciates the
importance of a livable environment will
understand why the Kelawei residents are
against the demolition of the CollegeGeneral and the conversion of that area
into a commercial centre.
Through their protests, the ·Papan and
Kelawei communities have shown us that
what is often regarded as development
need not be in the interest of the human
being. They have shown us the danger of,
and the destruction caused by, development motivated primarily by profits.
They have, in the process, shown us the
close relationship between those who
control wealth and those who exercise
political and administrative power. Most
of all they have shown us whose intE!!"ests
really count in our country. It is clear
that the profits of big business and the
power and prestige of political elites
and bureaucrats matter much more than
the well-being of the poor and powerless.
One asks: how can a government that
claims to be guided by spiritual values
relegate the ordinary human being to
such insignificance? How can a government that claims to be democratic ignore
democratically expressed feelings that
stem from a sense of justice and dignity?
Though the government has failed the
people in the Papan and Kelawei
episodes, Aliran is happy to know that at

if there are any temporary labour
shortages in certain spheres, they would
be able to fill them immediately. Also,
there must be a serious attempt to
persuade workers from labour surplus
rural areas to move to areas of shortage.
As far as immigrant workers who are
already in the country are concerned, it
is only proper that they are given
sufficient protection under the law and
that their welfare is looked after. However, even more urgent and important, is
the need to provide protection and
security through citizenship to the more
than 200,000 stateless persons in our
country, many of whom have been born
and bred here. It is an indisputable fact
that a majority of these people, who are
poor and powerless, have slogged and
sweated for the well-being of this nation.
Before we offer citizenship to foreign
workers, let us attend to the plight of
these voiceless human beings.
Finally, it should be observed that
what the Indonesian government is doing
by exporting labour is a common
occurence in a number of developing
countries. Having failed to evolve just
and egalitarian economic policies which
will secure the welfare of each and everyone of their nationals, many of these
countries like the Philippines, Sri Lanka,
India, Bangladesh and Pakistan are now
resorting to the export of their human
beings. In the Philippines for instance, the
money sent home by the hundreds of
thousands of Filipinos working abroad is
that country's most significant foreign
exchange earner. It is a sad reflection of
the type of maldevelopment that is so
prevalent in many parts of the Third
World.
There is no reason why we in Malaysia
should provide indirect encouragement
to such distorted development that only
cheapens the human being.
31 May 1984

least some Malaysians are now beginning
to realize that development means the
human being and democracy means
dissent and protest.

Chandra Muzaffar

6th June 1984

President

*

The Royal Contribution
Aliran is happy to learn that the Yang
DiPertuan Agung and the Raja Permaisuri
Agung have decided to donate their
annual allowances of more than $750,000
to an educational foundation that is to
help the needy and the poor.
In this era of 'Leadership by Example'
this gesture is commendable as we believe
this is indeed a case of a serious attempt
to translate words into action.
We in Aliran hope that this noble
action would be emulated by not only
the proponents and admirers of the
"Leadership by Example" concept but
also people in the business world whose
financial contributions are greatly needed
by the less fortunate sector of society.
It is .also hoped that this foundation,
which was set up to aid the poor in
education, would go a long way towards
not only uplifting the living standard of
the poor but also promoting goodwill
among the various ethnic groups in the
country. Needless to say, like poverty,
the need for education transcends ethnic
boundaries.
12th June 1984

Mustafa K. Anuar
Secretary

\

Chandra Muzaffar

President

The real meaning of
Development & Democracy
It is a shame that the authorities have
chosen to ride roughshod over the
feelings of anguish of two local communities - the Papan community in Perak
which is protesting against the dumping
of radio-active waste in its locality and
the Kelawei community in Penang which
is protesting against the demolition of the
College-Genera I.
It is seldom that local communities in
our country express publicly their

Bank Bumi headquarters in Kuala Lumpur.
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Thinking
Allowed
A closer look at what people say or do the world over

N

ew Zealand feminists were reported
recently to have come up strongly
for safe contraception and abortion by
releasing and floating 84 helium~filled
condoms over their country's Parliament.
According to the report (NST, June 1,
1984), there was a condom for every man
in the 92-seat Parliament. Police took no
action.
Now that Malaysia seems keen to have
a bigger population, one wonders whether
our Parliamenterians, especially those on
the Government side, would rise to the
occasion and welcome the giving away of
"ubat kuat" or aphrodisiacs to each and
everyone of them. After all, isn't South
Korea, our 'Look East' friend, famous for
its ginseng?

A

•

s usual, the Government has already
drawn up an "elaborate programme"
to celebrate Malaysia's 27th Merdeka
Day. And as usual, the overall programme
of the day would display the nation's
"achievements" in many fields.
The Celebrations Central Committee is
also thinking of re-enacting Malaysia's
Parliament in session by using an allkindergarten cast - as part of the
programme. This item, which seems
novel, could well earn us yet another
entry in the Guiness Book of Records.
The kids' naughtiness, self-righteousness, verbal nonsense and muteness
should not pose as hindrances to their
imitating the Parliamentarians competently. For if anything - judging from
the performance of many of our lawmakers over the years - these infantile
characteristics may just be the ingredients

necessary for their act.
Perhaps we could all then learn something from this year's celebration after
all.

P

•

rivate
secretaries
to
Ministers,
Deputy Ministers, Deputy Prime
Minister, Mentris Besar, Chief Minist_ers
and the Chief Secretary to the Government are now entitled to an entertair>ment allowance of $130 a month.
Why? Because, says a Public Services
Department circular, these people have
"to entertain visitors who want to meet
their bosses".
But surely. in these days of austerity
drive, such "entertainment" is a luxury
that should be cut down to the minimum.
Besides, what sort of entertainment are
they talking about? One wonders, c!t this
juncture, how much their bosses' entertainment allowances are.
Can the rakyat be given an allowance
to suggest something? How about these
people pooling their resources together
and contributing to the setting up of a
foundation to help the poor? This might
just be an idea worth entertaining.

L

•

ike the bricks of the College-General
Seminary, opinions of the public had
been torn down and trampled on: the
concerned people of Papan silenced by
the stroke of a decision made by one
man.
These are but ·two of the more recent
examples of the shameful disregard for
peoples' feelings by the government. The
vIctIms are the people. The government
could not give a guarantee that the

nuclear dump will not be dangerous. But
without much study nor explanation, the
go-ahead signal was given . In 20 years, if
the children of Papan suffer paralysis and
deformities as a result of that single
decision, who is to be blamed? Of course,
it does not matter, the people who made
the decision may not be around to see the
consequences.
How about alternative sites to dump
the nuclear wastes? Why not Damansara
or Kenny Hil Is? Distance-wise, they are
nearer to Puspati . It is no wastage of
precious land because houses can be built
on the same plot later on since assurances
have been given that the radioactive
materials are not dangerous.

T

•

he following quote from a local
newspaper speaks for itself :
"Indonesians should stop using terms
that distinguish citi zens of Chinese
descent from Malays", Armed forces
Commander General Benny Murdani, said
yesterday.
"Why are we using a terminology such
as Indonesian nationals and Indonesians
of foreign tlescent? There are Chinese
ethnic Indonesians who settled here 100
years ago and their children still have to
be label led as non-indigenous," Gen.
Murdani told reporters.
" . . . The Government made a first
attempt at ending the discriminatory
policy recently by suppressing the words
indigenous or Malay and non-indigenous
from an official document on business
loans."
Mustafa K. Anuar

ISN'T THeQE SOME!
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