EDITOR'S MESSAGE
A liran

Quarterly is passing through a transition. We have applied for the journal to be
converted into an English language monthly and approval is hopefully awaited. God and the
Home Ministry willing, as from January 1984, the Quarterly will appear in a new format under a
new Editorial Board. The present Editor wishes to express his gratitude to subscribers and readers
who have maintained a sympathetic interest in our work during the past two years. Please keep
up your support for the journal and tell your friends about us .

An important cover title examines the intended takeover of foreign news distribution by
Bernama and the prospective imposition of a deposit payment on distributors of foreign publications, both of which are seen as bad news for the Malaysian public. In a perceptive analysis, the
writer warns of a tempurung worldview developing among Malaysians as a result of the progressive
restrictions imposed by the government on news and views from abroad.
Work, Productivity and Ethics is an illuminating article discussing conceptions of work and
productivity seen from an ethical viewpoint. Slavery and exploitation are examined in the context
of the historical and· social evolution of man, culminating in the concept of hard work becoming
an ideology of control. Examples are provided from the topical Japanese labour situation. Finally
ethical considerations in work are emphasized, as a means of ensuring efficiency and of avoiding
exploitative ,tendencies.
An interesting feature article is the survey of various views on the current role of the
Malaysian Parliament. The opinions published are those of a wide cross-section of interviewees i.e .
a social worker, unionists, politicians, students and a consumerist. There is no doubt that our
people are feeling considerable dissatisfaction with the way our foremost democratic institution
is functioning.

Two main articles are carried in the Bahasa Malaysia section, one on the decline of our
economy and the other on the reading habit. The first piece is an extract (comprising two
chapters) from the booklet Ekonomi Malaysia dan Kemerosotan by Martin Khor of the CAP,
while the second calls for the encouragement of the reading habit by providing more libraries, by
campaigns in the mass media, and by increased publication of serious periodicals.
This issue contains the sequel of the interview with Aliran's President published in our
previous issue. Dr. Chandra goes on to discuss, inter alia, recruitment and membership in Aliran,
the changing internal character of Aliran, major obstacles to our expansion and the financial
policies of the movement. The Erosion of Democracy in the Third World traces the decline of
human rights and representative political institutions since the advent of decolonization in many
parts of the Third World. Various types of undemocratic rule are distinguished and the author
concludes with the observation that aspiriwons to democracy are considered inappropriate by
Third World political elites because genuine freedom threatens their position and wealth. .
The Books section contains reviews of two books on, respectively, the use of IQ tests as a
discriminatory weapon and Imperialism as the real impediment to China's development in contrast
to that of Japan's.

GAN TEIK CHEE

All subscribers have been sent their Journals. Those who still have
not received theirs, please contact the distribution bureau.
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One of the most distressing
features of contemporary politics in the non-communist developing countries is the rise of
authoritarian rule. The author
examines the nature of both
bureaucratic-authoritarian and
neo-patrimonial authoritarian
rules; why they have arisen
and why the original Westernstyle liberal democratic systems
have been discarded.
Page 10

Bernama and Bad News

Examines the intended takeover of foreign news
distribution by Bernama, and the prospective
imposition of a deposit payment on distributors of
foreign publications, both of which are bad news
for the Malaysian public. In a perceptive analysis,
the writer warns of a "tempurung worldview'
developing among Malaysians as a result of the
progressive restrictions imposed by the government on news and views from abroad.
Page 7

Views on Parliament

Is the survey of various views
on the current role of the
Malaysian Parliament. The opinions published are those of a
wide cross-section of° interviewees i.e. a social worker,
unionists, politicians, students
and a consumerist.

I

Work,

Ethics.

Productivity

and

In our haste to increase productivity, we should not neglect
the human aspects of work.
This article discusses conceptions of work and productivity
seen from an ethical viewpoint.
Slavery and exploitation are
examined in the context of
the historical and social evolution of man, culminating in ·
the concept of hard work
becoming an ideology of control.
Page 19

lmplikasi Kemerosotan Ekonomi

This article discusses the effects of recession on people's
incomes, living standards and livelihood; the implications
for the Fourth Malaysia Plan; the renewed realisation of
the dangers of dependence on the developed countries
and the relation between recession and the issue of
resource depletion.
Page 39
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FROM OUR READERS
Letters from readers are welcome, and should be addressed to:Editor, Aliran Quarterly,
P. 0 . Box 1049, Penang, Malaysia.
Pesudonyms are accepted but all letters should include the writer's name and address. _ ed.

SHAMEFUL STATE OF
PARLIAMENTARY
DEMOCRACY
It is an extremely shameful state
of parliamentary affairs , when
MPs, of the power that be, descend
so low in maturity and responsibility, ·that they choose to exit en
bloc from the Lower House in
order to effect a quorum insufficiency when an opposition MP has
an adjournment speech to deliver.
It is the trough of crude and narrow
political logic, that MPs from one
camp can be so partisan in their
elected responsibilities, that they
are able to act like disciplined yesmen and decide to turn their backs
on dissenting views on issues which
cannot be described as trivial. It is
also a disappointment that attempts
are not made to rectify such unworthy behaviour. This smacks of
parents tacitly encouraging their
children to generate greater conflict
with other children they dislike ,
instead of helping · to put the
problem in balanced perspective.
All this points again to the need
to review 'democracy'. Democracy
is not patently Western. It offers
the best chance for the development of human society. To be
working towards a democracy is
not synonymous with unthinking
imitation of the West. After all,
people from that region of the
world are not the only ones known
to have the human need for expression of thoughts, emotions and
judgements. With the multitude of
interests and variety of factors
which influence life we cannot rely
on a democracy that is only government by clique - for that in fact
would be a dictatorship. While a
government will ultimately have to
be in power, at the same time it has
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to be a government open and
mature enough to run a government
by polyarchy. The distinction
between a democracy and a
dictatorship is to be found in the
contrast between government by a
minority and government by
minorities.
There must be genuine recognition, of the role of individuals and
groups , who pander to neither side
of the fence but criticise where
criticism is due, and commend
where commendation is due , be it
directed at government or opposition. They would be the complementary communicators, for it is
simply impossible for the nation's
leaders to receive adequate feedback from the citizenry through
only a representative parliamentary
system. Particularly, when elected
representatives exhaust time and
energy in partisan politics, the
populace would need non-partisan
representatives to serve as articulators of public views and sentiments.
Thus, considering the role of the
communicators, criticising is not
always born of instigators and
subversives. Sincere friends too are
apt to criticise one another from
time to time and eastern religious
aoo philosophical thought too have
pointed to the need for upholding
principles despite the conflict it can
entail.
Politicians have a political
. commitment. This includes also a
commitment to social responsibility
and we ought to be frank with
regards to various realities which
are flaws that can be improved
upon. For instance in response to
letters received from Amnesty
International regarding increases in
the death penalty in the country
the Malaccan Chief Minister had
said there was "no need for them to
2

tell us, what is right or wrong. We
know how to run our country without their interference! " The Chief
Minister had also said that every
law in the country was made only
after careful study of every aspect
affecting the people and that laws
become effective only after they
are passed by Parliament. 'This
means every law has to undergo
strict scrutiny by MPs who represent the people on the whole'. Yet
in the same newspaper one encounters a report on the front page that
although the Bill containing amendments to the Legal Profession Act
had been tabled for its first reading
in the Dewan Rakyat earlier in the
week of July 24th - July 31st, its
contents had still not been made
available to members by Saturday
July 30th, most of whom have
proven capable of literally walking
out on opposing view-points. The
questions are obvious. How does
Parliament manage its 'careful
study' and 'strict scrutiny by MPs'
of laws in the country without
having had sufficient time to study
their proposals. By the time it
comes to debating the Bill, would
there be any debate in the real
sense of the word? With the rife
partisan politicking that is prevalent, the question need not be
answered.
When · all has blown over, little
elaborate explanation would have
been given for decisions taken. That
would not be unusual. That is what
the strong are able to do. But in the
words of an 18th Century thinker,
"The strongest is never strong
enough to be always the master,
unless he transforms his might into
right, and obedience into duty".
TVW,
Petaling Jaya
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There ar~ certain points raised
in Encik C.K.G. Pillay's letter to ·
the Starmail of Sept. 20th that
warrant response. Encik Pillay's
letter had expressed his views on
why the Prime Minister should
occupy his new and expensive
official residence in the form of a
critique against a letter to the contrary by Dr. Chandra Muzaffar, the
President of Aliran (Starmail Sept. 14th).
One is, firstly, impressed by En.
Pillay's sense of practicality. He
writes for instance, that the expenditure for an independent referendum to garner public opinion on
the issue would be disproportionate
to the importance of the subject
matter. In a word, practical considerations predominate so that what
is in essence a moral issue has now
to be measured for its worth in
terms of its cost. Following this line
of thinking we would now have to
reflect on whether it would be
worth spending, say, $10,000, on a
corruption case worth only $5,000.
Practically speaking, the answer has
to be no, for that would mean a
deficit. But how would such an
answer sit with the conscience? I
would suggest that moral considerations - as are considerations pertaining to a house costing millions
of dollars, even for a Prime Minister
- cannot be removed from the
spheres of conscience and responsibility and deposited with just the
reasoning senses; that would be
much too academic, too muddled
for anyone's good.
Moreover, it would not be
entirely correct if one asserts that
the issue is not of national importance making a referendum unwarranted. For months now there
has been government propagation
of Leadership By Example. Now, it
would be totally fair to expect that
this slogan should not be confined
to just showing the way by
exemplary behaviour only where
the fields of other government
policies are
concerned.
For
instance, leading by example should

not be practised only when it is
necessary to demonstrate the way
to looking East, or the path
towards Privatisation or Malaysia
Inc .. Instead, persons in positions of
rank and responsibility would need
to lead · by good example in all
aspects of life and not only where
an enunciated national policy is
concerned.
Thus, although living, or not
living, in very expensive houses
is not specifically part of any
national policy, we can still expect
some degree of exemplary leadership with regards to the a~ ect of
lifestyle. And since leading by
example is a national policy, the
issue of whether the Prime Minister
should or should not have his house
is a national issue of importance.
Hence, if a referendum is held, it
would comply with En. Pillay's
preference for it to be held for an
issue of national importance, particularly so in the present national
economic situation. It could well
be the first step towards En. Pillay's
suggestion of referendums for such
matters as fundamental constitutional changes.
I also feel compelled to suggest
that En. Pillay has misunderstood
Dr. Chandra's comments on the
opinions of UMNO delegates
regarding the matter at the UMNO
General Assembly. I do not see any
attempt to belittle the importance
of the delegates' opinions. Rather,
it was to put the weight of the
opinion in its rightful place.
UMNO delegates are just part of
the public whose funds financed
the renovations. What then is so
belittling to suggest that it is the
public as a whole whose approval
the Prime Minister should seek and
that the General Assembly's
opinion cannot on its own be
regarded as the proper endorsement. In short, due consideration
to everyone's expressed views simple as that.
En. Pillay's view of History
leaves one in awe. "History teaches
us that leaders ought to appear
distinguished, and be above average
in dignity and decorum so as to
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command the respect of the
masses''. Well, History also suggests
that it is often those self-same
leaders and governments who are
most lavish in their expenditure on
superficialities and externalities
that stunt the growth of nations
and their peoples. Quite often too,
as still happens today with underdeveloped countries, these governments drive themselves to conflict
with a rebellious populace. Moreover, the pomp and pageantry
surrounding various historical rulers
were just so many tools that helped
to prop and perpetuate a feudal
captive psychology of the subjects
who believed in the divinity of the
rulers and who feared their powers
both as divine rulers and as men.
I am sure that En. Pillay would
not think these would be the
reasons, in this advanced stage of
History, for why the masses of
today should respect their leaders.
It is an equally, if not a more, contemptible suggestion that the
capacity of Malaysians to derive
respect for · leading personalities
should not or cannot go beyond the
point of how they look. To repeat
an age-old proverb: "A fruit does
not become ripe by the painting of
its skin."
Finally, it is asserted that should
the Prime Minister not move in, it
would artificially create an image
smacking of martyrdom. On the
contrary, it could also reflect the
capacity of the country's leader for
humility and courage, , qualities
infinitely more worthy of respect
than distinguished appearances. But
if En. Pillay is sincere in his conception of what actually constitutes
martyrdom, I am completely unimpressed.

UNIMPRESSED,
Petaling Jaya

I disagree with Mr. C.K.G. Pillay
when he suggests that the expenditure to gauge public opinion
through a referendum "is not proportionate to the importance of the
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subject matter': In the light of the
economic recession and the partial
freeze on Housing Loan, it is indefensible to spend a colossal sum
of 80 million on the residence of a
single person. It is indeed difficult
to be sympathetic towards such
expenditure, particularly when one
realises that thousands of homeless
government servants · could have
been provided the housing loan,
without having to wait until they
are 30 years old to qualify for the
loan, during which time the prices
of houses soar away beyond their
reach. Further, money provided as
a housing loan is not written off,
but recovered, with interest, over a
period of time, unlike the expenditure on the PM's residence.
It is also pertinent to ask
ourselves that when the PM asked
for views from Malaysians, whether
he actuaJiy expected millions of
citizens to write in and inform him
of their views. Even if they did,
wouldn't that be too cumbersome,
to vet through millions of letters?
Surely, the most sensible thing to
do is to hold a referendum to determine this scientifically and accurately!
I agree with Mr. Pillay's assertion
that the UMNO delegates decision
"reflects a substantial consensus of
opinion" - but only among UMNO
delegates! I disagree with any
attempt to suggest that the view of
1,200 UMNO delegates reflect~ the
view of the entire nation. It does
not! As a matter of fact, I know of
many ordinary UMNO members
who have reservations on this
J
subject!
True, "the fact that a High
Court Judge wears robes and wigs,
does not mean that the justice
administered by him is less pure
and efficient': Neither does it mean
that the robes and wigs make his
administration of justice any more
than what it should be! The important question is whether he is
beholden to the powers-that-be, or
independent
and
courageous
enough to deliver a fair and just
verdict, with or without his robes
and wigs!
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It will make a world of difference if our PM shows the nation
that he is not indifferent to the
economic plight of the country by
not moving into his palatial residence. At the same time, such a
bold and courageous stand on the
part of our PM will provide sustenance to the slogan "Leadership
by Example" and convince the
public that he has a right to expect
it to make the necessary sacrifices
in the interest of the nation.
S. Mootal

Pu/au Pinang
Pillay contends that a leader
must APPEAR distinguished. By
this, does he mean that a leader
should put on expensive clothes
and live in palatial houses? I believe
a leader must distinguish himself in
his qualities. Besides integrity and
commitment, a leader must identify
himself with the masses who follow
him.
Pillay talks about creating an
image of our country in the eyes of
visiting dignitaries from other countries. I wonder what kind of image
would be created when the dignitaries discover that the vast majority of our people are still living in
huts and shackles!
Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir is a
leader who believes in setting
example - yes, leadership by
example is his concept. So, the
right thing for him to do is to sell
the house and use the proceeds to
et up a Prime Minister's Fund to
award scholarships to needy
students.

KG

Klang

PSEUDO-COOPERATIVES
It is surprising that KSM
(K.operatif Serbaguna Malaysia),
which is one of the largest
cooperatives in this country, does
4

not seem to be guided by
cooperative principles.
The cooperative boasts of
making a profit of $17 million from
a certain project. Whom is it
making such a large profit for?
Making such an exorbitant profit
from either its own members or
from the community at large,
prevents KSM from being classified
as a cooperative institution.
A cooperative is one , whose
purpose is to provide its members
of its services or goods which they
most need, at the lowest price
possible. If this is the definition of
a cooperative, then how is it that
KSM can claim to make a profit of
$17 million?
Furthermore, the owners of
capital must also be the users
(customers) of the services or goods
of the cooperative. If the owners
of the capital are not the users of
the services of the cooperative, then
the cooperative is in reality not a
cooperative at all!

RRC

Kuala Lumpur

THE MALAYSIAN
CONSTITUTION:
WHAT IT IS NOT
We must congratulate the NST
for providing its readers with some
background information regarding
our Constitution (NST. 7 November 1983). However, in several
respects the article by the 'special
writer' casts more shadow than
light on the issue . The article
correctly points out that our Constitution is based on democratic
principles "where ultimate power
lies with the people", but neatly
sidesteps the issue as to how this
power is expressed and made effective. In fact throughout the whole
of the article there runs the implicit
assumption that once a general
election has taken place, the elected
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representatives of the 'people' have
been ''given the mandate to rule"
for the next five years or so: in
other words our members of parliament are given the power to decide
what is best for us and to take
crucial decisions on our behalf
without having the necessity to
consult us any further. 1bis is
surely at its best a gross oversimplification of the issue of the
exercise of democratic power and a
dangerous misinterpretation of
what democracy - and the Malaysian Constitution - is all about.
While agreeing that "the laws of
a country are alive", and that the
Constitution "must be amended to
suit the times", we should also bear
in mind the following essential
ingredients in the democratic
process:
1. In a true democracy at no point
do the 'people' give their elected
representatives "the mandate to
rule" when they vote for a new
government; a victory in a
general election does not give
the winning party a blank
cheque to fill in as it pleases.
2. What does happen at a general
election is that the 'people' i.e. the electorate - give their
representatives a mandate to
pursue certain policies - policies
which have been presented
during the course of the election
by the political party which
gains power.
3. Should
circumstances arise
creating a totally new situation
and calling for a radical departure from the established policy
going beyond its original mandate from the electorate, then
the party in power should refer
the issue back to the electorate.
1bis is usually done by means of
fresh elections. It can also be
done, if necessary, by means of
a referendum.
4. 1bis applies with particular force
when it is proposed to alter the
rules of the game, i.e. the Constitution, itself.
Constitutional,
Selangor

NATIONAL IDENTITY

WHAT PLACE
ETHNIC CULTURE?
Chandra Muzaffar

Summary of a talk given at the seminar on Indian Culture in Malaysia, organised by the Penang Indian Cultural and Arts Society (PICAS}, on
18th October 1982.
1.

An ethnic minority with an
immigrant background linked to
colonial rule has to overcome a
powerful psychological barrier
before its cultural elements can
be accepted enthusiastically as
integral to the local culture. This
is due, in part, to the impenetrable wall that colonialism had
erected separating the local
community from the immigrants. In the post-colonial
period, this "external" minority
has to undergo a process of
"internalization".
2.
Internalization means, in
essence, a willingness on the part
of the ethnic minority to
develop fluency in the Malay
language, acquire some knowledge of Islam and appreciate the
significance of certain other
aspects of Malay culture. It is
wrong to regard this adjustment
to local realities as an unfair
imposition. Malay culture, given
its historical relationship with
the land, will have a bigger role
to play in the evolution of a
national culture than the other
cultures. Anyone who understands
integration between
indigenous and non-indigenous
elements will realize the legiti-
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macy of this position.
However, the majority community must also help expedite
this adjustment. As the minority
adjusts, the majority should
remove
gradually
those
indigenous-non-indigenous
dichotomies in education, economies and politics which
tend to perpetuate the "outsider" image of the minority.
At the same time, the majority
must be prepared to accept
certain crucial facets of the
cultural life of the minority like
its language and religion as
legitimate dimensions of the
nation's culture.
4.
It is obvious that this mutual
adjustment is not taking place as
harmoniously as it should. If the
Indian minority learns Malay, it
is mainly because of economic
and educational requirements.
Similarly, if the Malay majority
is aware of an Indian presence it
is largely because of the need to
co-exist.
Instead of working towards
integration from a wholistic
perspective we have consciously
or unconsciously reinforced
existing ethnic divisions. Almost
every issue and institution is
3.
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perceived along ethnic lines.
Most individuals are seeking out
"ethnic homes" in the hope that
their interests would be taken
care of. Indeed, the situation has
become so serious within the
Indian community that various
new sub-ethnic groupings have
emerged in the last 10 years.
There are many reasons that
can explain this situation. Apart
from colonialism and the implementation of citizenship -laws
from the past, one can also argue
that the government's ethnic
policies and competition between
Malay and non-Malay elements
in the middle-class are partly
responsible. More important
perhaps is the influence of
vested interests in the economy
and politics which benefit from
the perpetuation of ethnic
policies.
As a result of all this, social
realities are no longer analysed
and understood as they should
be. Indian culture for instance, is
seen as a homogenous entity
which carries the same meaning
for every person of Indian
origin. This is not true for if
culture is a way of life, then the
culture of a wealthy Indian
professional cannot be the same
as that of a poor Indian rubbertapper though both of them
may be able to speak Tamil.
likewise an Indian in a rural
locality may have different
values from his city counterpart
though both may profess the
same brand of Hinduism. In
other words, income, locality,
education, family, personality
and other factors influence
culture to such an extent that
groups and individuals who
speak the same language and
practise the same religion may
have
completely
divergent
values, interests and aspirations.
By ignoring vital differences
within the community, we will
continue to neglect the underlying causes of some of the more
fundamental cultural challenges
confronting Indians in Malaysia.
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The servility and subservience of
the poor majority which affects
the dignity of the entire
community is one of those
challenges that has not received
any attention from Indian
'cultural wallahs'. And yet this
degrading attitude can only be
overcome only if the 'neo-caste'
structure within the Indian
community which worships
wealth and power is destroyed.
5.
This is why there is an urgent
need for young Indians to think
in tenns of groups, classes and
structures within the community
and to relate these to the larger
Malaysian situation. In this way,
you will not only understand
Indian society in greater depth
but will also be able to integrate
the community in a more
meaningful manner with the rest
of the nation.
You should, in this connection, set yourselves 2 major
tasks which are pertinent to the
evolution of a Malaysian culture.
Fint, you should encourage
more and more young Indians
who are fluent in Malay to write
essays, short stories and novels
in Malay. This will ensure that
the particular experiences of
groups within the Indian community in various spheres of life
will reach a larger Malaysian
audience. It could contribute to
a better understanding of
poverty among PWD labourers
or the sufferings of streetbeggars or even the opulence of
business tycgpns. As this understanding
percolates,
ethnic
barriers will break down.
Common interests arising from
our common human condition
will begin to engage our energies.
Besides, you will help to change
the very content of literature in
Malay and in the process develop
truly Malaysian literature.
Two, you should persuade
young Indians to study Indian
culture and philosophy in depth
so that the eternal, the universal
values that are embedded in
them can be brought to the
6

surface. Since these values of
truth, justice, freedom, compassion and love are universal
they could well transform the
very outlook of the Indian community. A community that
emphasises its universal, rather
than its exclusive, traits is better
suited for a multi-ethnic society.
Also, it will enable Indians to
work on the basis of common
principles with other communities since such values are found
in their traditions too. For
example, the sacredness of
nature is part of Hindu philospphy: it is also an important
aspect of Islamic, Buddhist,
Taoist and Christian thought.
Similarly restraint in consumption is a value upheld in all the
traditions present in Malaysia.
Emphasising the eternal and
the universal means a . radical
shift from Tamil film gossip to
the Thirrukural, to Gandhi, and
Aurobindo and Tagore. Such a
shift is bound to affect the very
content of Indian culture. For
all those rituals and practices
which are antagonistic to this
universal, progressive spirit will
have to be discarded. Art, music,
drama and indeed attitudes,
values and relationships will have
to reflect this new culture.
It should be apparent now
that the cultures of the ethnic
minorities in Malaysia should be
prepared to undergo a massive
transformation.
Only
by
entering the main-stream of
Malaysian culture through the
promotion of the Universal,
progressive elements in their
own ethnic traditions can they
hope to strengthen their own
position within the national
milieu.
The obscurantist revival of
meaningless
cultural
forms
which has become so pervasive
now among ethnic minorities
partly as a reaction to a similar
trend within the majority community will, in the long run,
reduce their cultures to empty
shells devoid of substance. D
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MEDIA

BERNAMAAND
BAD NEWS
Mustafa K. Anuar

Would Bernama be willing to
transmit stories coming from
the wire services that seem to
be "too critical" of the
Government?

It

was bad tidings to lovers of
democracy and press freedom
when
Malaysia's
Information
Minister Datuk Seri Adib Adam , on
July 2, announced the Government's move to make the national
newsagency, Bernarna, the sole
distributor of news from all foreign
newsagencies, come May 1 next,
year.
And the news got even more
disturbing, especially to newspaper
editors, when the Minister con-
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cerned claimed later in a Parliamentary session that the ernama move
had the full support of newspaper
representatives to which the editors
cried untrue.
As if this isn't enough, the Government recently introduced in, as
hastily as it withdrew from, Parliament a Bill to amend the Control of
Imported Publications Act (1958,
revised 1972), a move construed
as restricting foreign publications.
What all this boils down to is
that at least one function of the
mass media in a democracy is about
to be thrown out the window: to
give out as much information of
various hues as possible to the
people before they make decisions
that would affect their daily lives.
While the Government assures
that Bernama does not intend to
censor news and information that
pass through it, the newsagency's
track record does not really make
one feel comfortable as it has
shown, in most stories, the tendency to present or highlight only
the Government's side. A question
would surface here as to whether,
for instance, Bernama would be
willing to transmit stories coming
from the wire services that seem to
be " too critical" of the Government without chopping off the
"sensitive" parts.
There are various reasons for this
media development. One , these
events reflect the general mood of
many Third World countries which
seek to strengthen their national
and regional newsagencies as a way
of combating the problem of news
flow imbalance between the
7

developed nations and the Third
World. Two, it is also argued that,
as in the case of Bemarna, this step
is taken to improve the financial
standing of a national newsagency.
Three, this move is to help correct
the "inaccurate" and "biased"
reporting of events in the Third
World which is considered detrimental to the "dignity", "image"
and "security" of the country
concerned. Four, this felt need is
derived from the underlying belief
of many, that the press in
developing countries must be
partners with the respective governments in the pursuit of national
development.
There's no denying that, as in
the first reason, the world's major
newsagencies have flooded the
Third World (and elsewhere) with
information and news regarding the
world, especially the West. But it is
also true that there are enough
news and information about the
Third World and by Third World
news organisations that are being
used extensively by Third World
editors themselves.
A research study conducted
recently by Canadian journalist
Andrew Szende of Toronto Star
showed that "Asean news professionals still perceive Western news
sources as very useful and prefer
them to their own domestic or
sub-regional sources".
Another example closer to
home ; a content analysis study
done by a former Universiti Sains
Malaysia student, Dorothy Teoh.
on Asean news coverage in an
English language and a Malay
language newspaper revealed this
inclination too. Her research
showed that these Malaysian newspapers carried more news of their
neighbours before Asean's formation in 1967 than after it. This
phenomenon begs at least a question: has this got to do with the
credibility of Third World news
sources?
The second reason raises a
nagging question as to whether
Bemarna would be able to guarantee a lower price to local subscribers
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since "to hire 25 to 30 reporters
and appoint an editor to run the
new foreign news service" can incur
high operational costs. This is not
to mention the gigantic task of
handling copies that are overflowing from the international
newsagencies.
The third reason tells of the
"western-perspective"
reporting
that sometimes results in inaccuracy and arouses the displeasure of many Third Worlders
concerned. This is partly due to the
situation
in
which Western
reporters operate. These foreign
correspond~nts do, at times, if not
often, get doors slammed in the
face thus preventing them from
getting a clearer and better perspective of the event in question. Not
that there aren't "genuine" black
sheep of the reporting family who,
through carelessness and other bad
habits, cast an unfair and unfavourable picture of a certain
situation or country.
It is also not impossible that
ideological differences and lack of
understanding of the local cultural
nuances could lead to distorted
reporting. Conversely, however,
should all the "good" interpretations of foreign journalists and
reported compliments expressed by
Western politicians, academicians
and businessmen regarding a
particular Third World country be
swallowed wholeheartedly, without
a pinch of salt?
The fourth reason is reflective of
the journalistic concept that is
advocated by some media professionals that the press, in essence,
needs to be less critical of, and
more tolerant towards, ideas,
policies, actions and, to some
extent, control of the government.
This school of thought maintains
that Malaysia, like many other
developing countries, cannot afford
to have too much criticisms and
debates on government policies and
actions as these would only delay
development processes.
In this connection, it is pertinent
to ask what development really
means. Would this development
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lead to the liberation of human
beings? If development means the
happiness and prosperity of only a
small segment of society, then isn't
it the moral responsibility of
journalists to expose such forms of
rnaldevelopment?

How is Malaysia to change and
develop for the better, if ideas
from within the country, the
East and West, are not freely
available?

Another
argument
against
"serious" investigative and responsible journalism is that one has to
t,e realistic - not idealistic - about
the existing political and social
system in the country. This contention fails to understand that the
press, at least in a democratic
system, has its vital agenda-setting
role to play. This means that it has
a moral obligation to blaze the trail,
so to speak, for the sake of introducing new and better ideas to the
people. In order to strive for goodness and development, the press and other people as well - has to
look for ideals to set high standards.

This press-government par,tner-

ship has emerged through the
previous actions of the Malaysian
Government in letting the major
parties in the ruling coalition,
Barisan Nasional, acquire controlling interests in the major newspaper companies in the country. (A
recent example of similar corporate
endeavour is the shares allotment in
the newly set up Third Television
Channel to parties that are close to
the government.)
Consequently, editors are caught
in this corporate and political web.
Some take this in their stride to the
extent of exercising excessive selfcensorship or singing songs of praise.
The "recalcitrant" few, on the
other hand, would be reprimanded
in various ways stretching from unofficial ban on them from attending
8

press functions to "briefings" by
the political leaders. The indifferent
others may not necessarily be in an
enviable position either.
One other repercussion that
could be attributed to this "overcautious situation" is the mushrooming of sensational publications
that capitalise on sex, scandal and
gossip. At times, these "selling
ingredients" are peppered with
political write-ups too. These
publications
apparently
are
becoming increasingly popular.
A cordial relationship between
the press and the government should
be interpreted as a partnership in
nation-building, each trying to offer
the other the best alternatives
towards achieving success in
national development, peace and
harmony among the people. It is
indeed expected of the press to
provide a forum where discussions
or dialogues are held between the
governing and the governed, with
the aim of getting the best ideas in
development. This would als_o help
the country to steer away from the
impression, if not allegation, that
dissent, debate and "constructive
criticism" in Malaysia have been, or
will be, conferred the status of
persona non grata.
Furthermore, such a relationship
should not develop to such an
extent that the press almost
commits "close proximity". In a
land where "khalwat" seems to be
the pre-occupation of many a
Muslim, to be caught in a "compromising position" with the
Government, as well as other vested
interests, can make Malaysia's press
(and the other consenting parties)
more than blush. In other words,
such a relationship should not reach
a point where the parties share
some things in common - compromised values, principles.
This brings to mind the question
of credibility of the press, the
concern for which was expressed in
the recent symposium on a
National Communication Policy,
where press credibility was considered "an important asset to the
nation".

Howe
press ere
it in
journalis
ethics,
how ere
journalis
will not,
her own
against .a
emphasi
credibilit
supporti
be.
The
commu
the actio
or unco
mation,
thened b
distribut
country.
governm
Control
Act is a
role.
This
she
the amo
decided
Affairs
get a li
publicati
The a1
impositio

action.
feited if
This, so
also ensu
tions w
In this
"imprope
to allege
mental r
found in
Review t
a big bun
was awar
gas pipe
its conne
Mahathir.
In a d
what one

'briefings" by
rhe indifferent
$Sarily be in an
er.
rcussion that
to this "overis the mushal publications
x, scandal and
these "selling
ieppered with
too. These
iarently
are
y popular.
nship between
ernment should
partnership in
~ trying to offer
est alternatives
success in
nt, peace and
e people. It is
,f the press to
J].ere discussions
ld between the
governed, with
lhe best ideas in
would als_o help
r away from the
allegation, that
d "constructive
~ia have been, or
the status of

'

'

However, when one talks about
press credibility, one also has to tie
it in with the question of the
journalistic profession's morality ,
ethics, dignity and standards. For
how credible and dignified can a
journalist be if he or she cannot, or
will not, even try to stand for his or
her own convictions and principles
against odds? It hardly needs to be
emphasised here that dignity and
credibility cannot be secured by
supporting blindly the powers-thatbe .
The role of gate-keeping, a
communication jargon to explain
the action of selecting, consciously
or unconsciously, news and information, is already being strengthened by making Bernama the sole
distributor of foreign news in the
country. The recent Malaysian
government's attempt to amend the
Control of Imported Publications
Act is a sheer reinforcement of this
role.
This Bill stipulates that publishers should pay a deposit,
the amount of which is to be
decided individually by the Home
Affairs Minister, before they can
get a licence to distribute their
publications in the country .
The argument for this deposit
imposition is that this will act as
some kind of guarantee that the
publishers would appear in a
Malaysian court in the event of
them facing any civil or criminal
action. The deposit would be forfeited if they failed to show up.
This, so goes the thinking, would
also ensure that the foreign publications would "behave properly".
In this context, what constitutes
"improper behaviour" would relate
to allegedly inaccurate and detrimental reporting such as the one
found in the Far Eastern Economic
Review that implied that Promet,
a big bumiputra business concern,
was awarded a contract to build a
gas pipeline in Sabah because of
its connection with Prime Minister
Mahathir.
In a democracy like Malaysia,
what one would expect is for the
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local press (including Bernama) to
at least do independent investigative reporting on this allegation .
This not only would help clear the
air that's hovering over the office
of the Prime Minister, but also
increase the credibility of the press.
In other words, you try to fight
"untruth" with truth as had been
done before on various occasions.
Another possible avenue is for
the Prime Minister (and also
Promet) to file a suit. Surely respectable publications, such as the
Review, would not run away from
their moral and legal obligations.
Back to the Bill. The selectiveness in imposing the amount of
deposit can be scary to many
foreign publishers, especially the
smaller and critical ones. If one
were to visualize an extreme situation, a publisher who is regarded by
the government as being "too unfavourable" of the government,
people or things related to the
ruling coalition would be penalised
through the imposition of a prohibitive deposit.

Some media professionals
maintain that Malaysia cannot
afford to have much criticism
and debate on government
policies as these would delay
development processes.
The Bill, which at the moment is
being re-drafted for a second
appearance in Parliament, would
make many foreign publications
shy away from the country, with
the possible exception of those
popular, established and very determined onels.
Once again the democratic
principle of allowing people to get
as much information as possible
would be jeopardised.
This amendment would also run
counter to the government's effort
to encourage reading among its
people , especially the young ones.
In a developing .country like

Malaysia where the people have
been receiving the "onslaught" of
television, movies and video before
the reading tradition could be
established, "reducing" a wide
range of reading materials to the
people can be a serious and disturbing matter. (A recent survey of
15,054 literate people, sponsored
by the Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka,
the government's literary and
publishing body, revealed that
Malaysians spend more time
watching television than reading
books, with 94 per cent spending
less than M$10 on books a month.
As it is, in other words, the reading
habit of Malaysians is already not
well developed.)
Not only that, the Bill, if passed
by Parliament, could eventually
lead to a situation where many
Malaysians would develop a kind of
tempurung worldview (from the
Malay proverb, "Seperti katak di
bawah tempurung," like a frog
under a coconut shell, that tells of
a person's myopic worldview
because of his physical and intellectual detachment from the outside
world). How is Malaysia to change
and develop for the better, if ideas
from within the country, the East
and West, are not freely available?
What would happen to school,
public, college and university
libraries and other places of information and knowledge?
Architects of this Bill should not
be surprised to find out later that
making unavailable some of the
foreign publications on the local
market could ironically improve
their attractiveness, imagined or
real , in the eyes of the locals. It is
at times useful to remember that
banned publications of yesteryears
have become "bestsellers" during
and after the ban.
Cynics could argue that the
amendment would save the government from having to directly ban
"undesirable" imported publications. The effect, nevertheless, is
shatteringly close to a ban.
Here a question can also be
raised as to whether this Bill is
continued on page 31
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The essence of democracy - that is the right to express one's opinion,
to assemble and associate, the whole notion of freedom itself is deeply imbedded in the non-western tradition.

One

of the most distressing features of contemporary politics in the non-communist developing
countries is the rise of authoritarian rule. Western-style
liberal democracy which was adopted at the time of
independence has been largely abandoned. In many
Latin American (Brazil, Chile, Bolivia, Peru, Uruguay),
Arab (Syria, Iraq, Libya, Sudan), black African (Nigeria,
Ghana, Sierra Leone, Rwanda, Mali) and Asian (Indonesia, Thailand, Burma, Pakistan, Bangladesh, South
Korea) states, military regimes are in control. Constitutions have been changed, parliaments dissolved and
elections largely done away with. Even where civiliam
hold the reins of power, the rnilitary's role has still been
enhanced, especially with the frequent occurrences of
Emergency rule or declarations of martial law. On the
other hand, developing countries which are not led by
military regimes are guided by laws which usually result
in one-party states (Kenya, Tanzania, Liberia) or multiparty systems wherein the opposition has no chance
whatsoever of coming into power (Singapore, Malaysia,
Mexico). In this case, it is basically the institutional
structure, not the essence of democracy, that has been
preserved.
Indeed, not only has the competitive party system
been done away with but civil liberties have also been
severely restricted. Independent trade unions, peasant
organizations, student unions and other citizen groups
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have been either banned or put under control. In some
cases, right of association and even assembly have been
threatened. Likewise, the right to express opinions
different from those of the ruling regimes has also been
curtailed with the closure or control of critical newspapers aqd magazines. In some, especially, but not
exclusively, Latin American states, detention without
trials, tortures and even deaths have become common
occurrences.
In this regard it should be noted that although, in
many cases, rule of law is maintained, the judiciary
becomes compliant and loses its independence. More
often than not, the judiciary's role becomes one of
upholding ,unjust laws and legitimising these authoritarian regimes.
The result of all these developments is a concentration of power in the hands of a few individuals and a
shrinking political arena for people's participation, not
unlike what goes on in most communist countries. On
the one hand, the separation of powers among the
executive (the cabinet and the bureaucracy), the legislative (the representatives of the people in parliament)
and the judiciary is lost. On the other' hand, the role of
the people as watchdogs - either as individuals and
pressure groups (unions, associations) or in the form of
the media - is eroded. That being the case, the executive
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was martial law under Marcos in the Philippines, the
press there was still much more free than in Malaysia or
Singapore. Filipino universities have continued to maintain a great deal of autonomy and all that societies have
had to do in order to exist was to get an endorsement
from the legal authorities, which was almost automatic.
Likewise, in many of the Latin American countries
where the military rules, there is still much public
discussion of important issues. The scope for political
participation is larger.
However, in contrast to the earlier set of civilianled countries, repression in this latter set is surely more
bloody and brutal. Not surprisingly, they are also
characterised by tortures, perennial "disappearances"
of people and deaths. Apart from the military, bureaucracy and members of the ruling party, such regimes do
not command the support of the people. And lastly,
these regimes are also characterised by a lack of
economic growth, widening gaps between the rich and
the poor, a lack of economic reforms and widespread
corruption. Such regimes have been referred to as "neopatrimonial authoritarian" in the sense that they have
features of pre-modern regimes.
Bureaucratic-authoritarian or neo-patrimonial
authoritarian, whichever the case, both are undemocratic rule. Why have they arisen and why have the
original Western-style liberal democratic systems been
discarded?
The reason that is most often given by these
regimes and their academic apologists is that such
western imports were inappropriate for their developing
countries.

is bound to be more error-prone. The old "checks and
balances" have been removed. Under the circumstances,
these undemocratic regimes are inclined to promote
their own interests. And when these policies are questioned, the regimes become even more repressive so as to
maintain their positions and the benefits that accrue to
them.

Within "bureaucratic authoritarian" regimes,
repression is not overt and blatant, but rather
institutionalised through repressive laws.
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varying degrees, the above holds true in the
Third World. Nevertheless these repressive regimes
may be categorised into two types: 1) there are those
like Malaysia, Singapore, Kenya, Taiwan, Egypt(?) and
some others where repression is largely of a preventive
nature in the form of extremely restrictive laws. On the
surface it appears as though these countries are quite
liberal in that they are ruled by civilians, their constitutions have not been discarded, parliament not disbanded,
and elections regularly held. In fact there might even be
mass participation in politics. In i:eality however, only
the form, not the essence of democracy has been preserved. The political arena is actually a shrunken one in
that critics are silenced and important issues disallowed
public discussion by law. For example, in the case of
Malaysia, we have the ISA, the UUCA, the Societies Act,
labour legislations, Legal Profession Act, ESCAR,
renewal of KDN which results in a press living in fear,
Printing Ordinance, restrictions during elections, the
Seditions Act and the Official Secrets Act. Under the
circumstances, ugly situations like the military beating
up demonstrators rarely ever occur. In the, first place,
one might not be given the permit to demonstrate or
strike. Repression, as such, is not overt and blatant.
Rather, it is institutionalised through repressive laws.
Additionally, such regimes are also efficient in mobilising various groups to support them; either through the
use of ideology - anti-communism, religion or ethnicity
- or through the distribution of favours - jobs, promotions, contracts and "golden handshakes". Indeed, the
latter is possible because these regimes are often also
relatively efficient economic managers and do bring
about some reforms. In fact, such nations are further
characterised by economic growth where the gap
between the rich and the poor is, by third world standards, not so wide, and corruption, not so widespread.
Such regimes have been referred to as "bureaucratic
authoritarian" ones. 2) There are those regimes which
have fallen to military coups time and again. Constitutions have been rewritten and discarded, parliaments
disbanded and political parties banned ever so often.
Yet, in certain regards, there remains relatively more
freedom in these places. For instance, even when there

Democracy and Freedom: East or West?
In the first place, they argue that a system of
Western-derived values was necessary for the maintenance of the liberal democratic institutions like

Armed searches: part of daily life in Latin America
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parliament, elections, parties, etc. In the new nonWestern states, it is claimed, such values are the exclusive
domain of a small group of urban, Western-educated,
middle and upper-class elites. Hence, the Western
political institutions were' not supported by the masses
insofar as the masses operated within a "traditional"
system of values.
Such arguments are heard more frequently these
days. The notion of democracy is condemned as Western
and alien and hence, irrelevant, if not imperialist.
While it is true that the particular form of demo-·
cracy adopted at the time of democracy was usually a·
variation of Western democracy, the essence of democracy - that is, the right to express one's opinion, to
assemble and associate, the whole notion of freedom
itself - is deeply imbedded in the non-Western traditions. How else then do we explain the protest traditions
of rural people against repressive tyrants in the precolonial era and against the colonial powers in the
independence struggle? Indeed, the notion of freedom
knows no national boundaries. It is universal and is a
fundamental aspect of all great traditions, be they Latin
American, African, Asian or European.

protectors - have grown so rapidly over the areas and
that corruption and nepotism are so rampant.

Strong governments have not necessarily led to
more development. What we need instead is
responsible governments.
With the demise of parliament, an independent
j,udiciary and room for pressure groups to manoeuvre,
corruption and inefficiency have crept in. Not subjected
to the scrutiny of opposition parties and other watchdog
groups, there has been great wastage as well. Consider,
for instance, how Third World bureaucracies have grown
in reverse proportion to efficiency. It is not only because
of falling commodity prices but of corruption, wastage
and huge budgets for the bureaucracy and military as
well, that so many Third World countries have ended up
_
in debt traps.
So we see strong governments have not necessarily
led to more development. What we need instead is
responsible governments.

Development: the Need for Strong or Responsible Government?

Dependent development, Uneven growth and
the Rise of Authoritarianism:

Secondly, democratic systems have also been
argued to be inappropriate for developing countries,
especially those which are "multi-communal" in nature,
because they create instability. To many, Western
political systems which allowed for competition
promoted communal differences, divisiveness and,
ultimately, weak governments. And this was bad for the
development effort. Hence, in order to maintain political
stability and therein promote economic growth, strong
and decisive governments were needed.

The explanation for the rise of authoritarian
regimes in the developing countries must be sought elsewhere. More and more, scholars are now of the opinion
that such regimes have emerged as a result of the kind
of development policies that these regimes have
adopted: on the one hand, policies which have
continued to make the developing nations dependent
on the West rather than gaining for the new nations
increasing economic independence; and on the other
hand, policies which have resulted in benefitting the
upper and middle classes more, at the expense of the
lower classes. These points have been made time and
again, in previous issues of the Aliran Quarterly, but also
elsewhere. Hence, what we shall do here is basically
summarise some of these points.
In the first place, the economies have continued to
be externally-oriented through 1) trade - export of
primary commodities processed to some degree and
now, manufactured products like textiles, toys, sports
goods and electronics; and imports not only of capital
goods (heavy machinery) but also industrial raw
materials; 2) foreign capital in terms of investments,
loans, etc. and 3) foreign technology which is largely
capital, rather than labour, intensive. The result is further
incorporation of the economies of the developing
countries into the world capitalist one which is dominated by the West. Hence, for instance, the effects of the
West's recession and inflation are more deeply felt in
the non-Western countries today. And as demands in the
West for primary commodities as well as consumer

The notion of freedom knows no national
boundaries - it is universal and a fundamental
aspect of all great traditions.
One has only to examine the performance of the
authoritarian regimes in the developing countries to
expose the weakness of the above argument.
In the first place, most of these regimes have failed
miserably in bridging the gap between the rich and the
poor. Development plans continue to benefit, principally,
the multinational corporations, the local elites and those
close to the centres of power. Indeed, although all these
regimes proclaim that they are out to eradicate poverty,
more often than not policy decisions are not made on
the basis of recommendations by technocrats and
experts but on the basis of political decisions, viz. how to
protect their own interests and ensure support for themselves. Small wonder that the armed forces - their
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durables produced in the developing countries fall,
mines, estates and now, factories, are forced to close
down, workers retrenched or their wages cut, all during
a tinle of'increasing inflation.
Understandably the lower classes begin to resist
such developments - unemployment , inadequate food,
retrenchment , wage cuts, hikes in cost-of-living. This is
especially true in those countries where the problems of
absolute poverty have not been resolved and where the
gap between the rich and the poor has been widening.
Hence the working class begins to question the rulers
and render support to opposition parties which
champion their problems. Often, the press and other
concerned civic groups, like students and academics, also
begin to highlight the plight of the deprived. And as
the opposition grows, the inevitable response on the part
of the rulers is repression. The lower class groups and
their supporters are accused of being communists, antinational elements, subversives, etc. Arrests are made,
newspapers are banned, opposition parties disbanded
and, if necessary, parliament suspended , the Constitution
revoked and martial law declared . Examples come to
mind easily.

I THANK YOU
I was hungry
and you formed a humanitarian club
/
and discussed my hunger.
Thank Y ou .

I was imprisoned
and you crept off quietly
t o your chapel in the cellar
and prayed for my release.

I was naked
and in your mind
you debated the morality of my appearance.

So-called Western models of democracy are
considered unsuitable as they threaten both the
accumulation of wealth and the domination of
society by the elites.

I was sick
and you knelt and thanked God
for your good health.

By and large, civilian rulers have but one chance in
trying to curb such rising dissent. Those who succeed
usually do so because they temper their repression with
some measure of socio-economic reforms and new
preventive legislations, viz, the bureaucratic-authoritarian
regimes. Otherwise, the military, egged on by the disrespect shown to the Constitution, parliament etc. by
the civilian rulers, seize power. Those which begin to
introduce some of the necessary socio-economic reforms
and preventive legislations needed, in turn stabilise the
political situation. They may also be referred to as
bureaucratic-authoritarian regimes. By and large, however, the military fails to introduce the necessary
changes and have to resort to further overt repression of
the bloody sort. They rule because they instill fear , not
unlike traditional despots, viz. neo-patrimonial authoritarian regimes.
These are patterns that have been repeated time
and again in the developing countries from Latin
Anlerica to Africa to Asia. It is a pattern accompanied
by social unrest as a result of unequal growth and
external-oriented development policies. It is only in this
context that the so-called Western models of democracy
may be considered unsuitable, that is, for the elites, for
they threaten elite domination of society and accumulation of wealth by the elites. D

I was homeless
and you preached to me
of t he spiritual shelter of the love of God.

I was lonely
and you left me alone
To pray for me.

You seem so holy, so very close to God.
But I'm still very hungry
and lonely
and cold.
And, I thank you.
By a writer from
Malawi
Southern Ph ilippines
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VIEWS
All views, have been expressed in the individual's own personal capacity.

VIEWS ON PARLIAMENT

It is not uncommon for the public to be gi,ven a chance to express their views. However, more
often than not, it is only on issues of minor importance that views are encouraged.
This article is the first of a series that will enable the public to comment on more serious
issues. The result of the interviews with several people, provides an interesting insight into the way,
different people perceive Parliament.
Parliament is a big waste of
money. It is housed in an impressive building but within it, all we
have are MPs sleeping and often just
mumbling to themselves. Very
often MPs are distracted by
messages brought in on silver trays.
Many seats in the wings are empty
and there is no air of seriousness.
I do not see my interests as
being represented by parliament.
People orientated issues are not
taken up. Take the case of Selanchar Empat, the Speaker brushed it
off saying that it was not of
national interest. Then what is of
national interest? There is no
debate about issues that we are
really concerned about! Thus
parliamentary proceedings can be
reported without censorship. I
don't think there is anything to
censor.
To rectify the situation MPs
should take up issues of the pe9ple.
In addition to this we have to
question our whole electoral
process and the kind of people that
do get elected into parliament.
Parliament must be made more
accessible to the public so that
people can see for themselves, what
it is that goes on in there.

Ann,
Social Worker

I see parliament as serving the
interests of only a particular
segment of Malaysian society, i.e.
the higher socio-economic group.
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Most of the people making up
parliament are rich, and to maintain
their position they have to get the
support of influential people.
Whereas the poor do not seem to
have much of a voice. For instance,
labour laws clearly protect the
interests of the elites against those
of the workers.
Some people would argue that
parliament benefits only the
Malays, but I don't agree. We must
ask ourselves, as to which segment
of the Malay community it is that
benefits from present policies. In
my mind it is economic class rather
than race which is the primary
factor.
The people must take it upon
themselves to remedy the situation.
At present, the people do not
realize how much they can get
these elected representatives !O do
for them. So now, instead of the
people using the MPs to represent
them, the MPs use the people to
maintain their position.
One other problem is that in the
present system of politics you need
money just to carry out a
campaign. If people sponsor you,
they can later ask you for favours.

From within the
labour movement.
Parliament in theory is made up
of the representatives of the people
who are supposed to speak on
behalf of the people. Even in a case
where the government is both good
and humane, there is a need for a
14

strong opposition. A strong opposition can check the abuse of power
by the executive. Opposition acts as
a watch dog - speaking out without fear or favour - ensuring that
acts passed are in the best interests
of the majority of the people.
Unfortunately parliament in
practice falls very much below my
expectations. I detest the unruly
behaviour of many of our parliamentarians
especially
when
members of the opposition try to
speak. This habit of walki.tlg out
and banging of desks is very distasteful. Things like booing might be
condoned in a football field, but
definitely not in parliament.
As far as the consumer movement is concerned, I strongly feel
that our views are not represented.
We are not a political party and as
such have to play the role of a
pressure group. The only direct
link we have is through the
Consumer Affairs Division in the
Ministry, which hardly makes any
impact at all. Members of the
public do not even know of this
division.
Pressure groups should be
allowed to play a greater role".
Pressure groups also represent
people and as such there should be
avenues made available for them to
give their views. Perhaps pressure
groups should be allowed to submit
their views when parliament goes
into the committee stage.

Rajees,
From within the
consumer movement.
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Rajees,
within the
movement.

Parliament is a necessary institution and has given us a stable and
peaceful community . Compared to
countries around us we have a
parliament which is fairly democratic. We should be proud of our
Parliament. Although parliament
appears to have some shortcomings
I tend to be optimistic and look on
the bright side of things.
Parliament has become more
democratic over the last ten years.
This is because the quality of
parliamentarians has improved they have become more vocal,
independent and are able to initiate
their own opinions rather than rely
on party direction.
The mass media has played a
very effective role in covering
parliamentary proceedings. Although the press from time to time
does withhold information from
the public it is not opposition MPs
alone that suffer, but government
MPs as well.

We should be proud of our
Parliament.

Of course certain shortcomings
can be found to exist. I differ from
my colleagues who may feel that
they can reserve the right not to
answer questions posed to them. I
think it is basic government responsibility to answer questions that are
raised. The people have the right to
know and understand why certain
things are done. We are only human
and we should not have to rely on
technical procedures in parliament
to cover up our mistakes. Parliamentarians should treat one
another with mutual respect.
Finally , I do not think that our
Parliament is partial. It has
diversified interests and no powerful lobby groups influence it. If
groups such as conservationists,
unionists , and professionals claim

that their interests are not being
represented, then it is because they
have never been efficient enough in
their communication with parliament via their MPs. They should
improve their means of communication so that their interests can be
represented in parliament.

Dr. Ong Hean Tee,
Gerakan,
Penang State Exco Member

Parliament appears to be running
smoothly but there are several
things that we are not satisfied
with. The way in which opposition
MPs are not given a chance to speak
is cowardly. Furthermore, MPs get
a very fat salary which I don't think
is right. They should only get an
allowance to attend meetings. Big
pensions after serving just 1 or 2
terms is wrong. People like policemen and peons get only a few
hundred ringgit after serving thirty
to forty years , but these MPs serve
4 years and then get thousands of
ringgit a month. Some get a pension
from 3 sources - as a Speaker, a
Minister and a Menteri Besar. This
is morally wrong and we tax-payers
are disheartened.
When MPs first get elected, their
•wealth is like that of ordinary
people , but when they retire they
are millionaires. Where do they get
all this money from? I am not
saying that they are corrupt. I just
don't know how they get all this
money.
At first we thought there were
going to be many changes, but
things are still the same. The PM is
building a palatial house. To say he
did not know is a lame excuse .
There are really poor people living
by the Jelutong foreshore. We have
appealed time and time again for
aid to help these people. Ministers
have come and said "Yes, yes, yes" ,
but nothing has been done.
Our MP came only once during the election - to smile and
go away. Once elected, they get
15

free cars, free flights, free everything and go about as if they are
kings of this world. They want us
to go and see them on bended
knees.
Our Member of Parliament
came only once - during the
election - to smile and go
away.

We must meet at least once
every three montl:).s. This would
give us an occassion to put forward
our views which can then be taken
up by the MPs.

H.A.R. Mohd. Mastan,
Committee member,
Jelutong Branch, UMNO.
We do appear to have a parliamentary democracy. However what
is important for the proper .functioning
of
a
parliamentary
democracy is the spirit and intentment of parliamentarians. There is
no use having a beautiful Constitution if one does not respect it. In
my opinion Barisan National MPs
have not ,upheld the spirit and
intention of the Constitution.
Right from the start, in 1957,
the Constitution provides for all
basic freedoms and fundamental
liberties in one section, while in
another section it empowers the
executive to take away these rights.
Right from the start the executive
has been so armed!
The Dewan Negara, is merely a
grazing ground for has beens - those failures , those dropouts,
those who do not have a chance to
stand for elections. Just name me
10 people who really deserve to be
Senators. Looking at Senators, how
many come from the fields mentioned in the Federal Constitution
in which they are supposed to have
experience in.
Our main role as an opposition
party is to present the 'other view',
based on our manisfesto. We want
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to have more meaningful participation - but we are not getting it.
We want to have more
meaningful participation but we are not getting it.

One example, is the way in which
we are prevented from making
adjournment speeches. During a
parliamentary session, the business
usually finishes at about 6.30 pm
and you are given half an hour to
make an adjournment speech. Any
member having given three weeks
notice and a brief description of the
subject matter can speak. A
quorum of at least 26 people is
necessary if one wants to make this
speech. What happens is that at
6.30 pm everyone rushes off, and
then one of their chaps' will stand
up and draw attention to the lack
of quorum.
If you want to have a truly
effective democracy, you must have
a free press. At present people do
not know of the debate that goes
on within parliament. During the
recent constitutional amendments,
Lim Kit Siang made a two hour
speech, but not a single word was
reported.

Gooi Hock Seng,
Member of Parliament
Democratic Action Party
(OAP)
Parlimen adalah perhimpunan
untuk mengabungkan segala perwakilan untuk pentadbiran sebuah
negara. Di Malaysia, parlimen
memainkan peranan ini tetapi
wujudnya kekurangan di parlimen
sendiri yang patut di perbaiki pandangan pihak pembangkang
tidak di beri perhatian dan kadangkala wakil-wakil kita yang amat kita
menghormati
itu
berkelakuan
seperti kanak-kanak.
Melalui
parlimen
berbagai
perlembagaan, peraturan dan akta
di kenakan teratas rakyat. Bagi
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mahasiswa - Akta Universiti dan
Kolej Universiti. Mereka kata
bahawa bimbang jika mahasiswa
di gunakan oleh badan-badan tertentu, tetapi pada pendapat saya
majoriti pada parlimen kurang
mengerti dan arif tentang Akta
tersebut.
Kadangkala wakil-wakil kita
berkelakuan A perti kanakkanak.

Kita adalah bakal pemimpin
yang akan menanggung segala
implikasi dan risiko setiap polisi
dan dasar yang di tentukan oleh
parlimen sekarang. Tetapi seandainya kebebasan kita untuk memperdebatkan akan perkara-perkara
yang di bangkitkan dan di putuskan
di parlimen tidak di benarkan, saya
fikir perkara ini sangat tidak adil.
Kita janganlah hanya mementingkan akan parti-parti kita
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semata-mata. Kita hams ingat
bahawa pertimbangan hams di
berikan kepada parti-parti berlawanan yang mempunyai ideologi
yang berlainan. Kadangkala mereka
tidak sedia untuk mendengar
apakah lagi untuk memperbincangkan usul yang di bangkitkan.

Muhamad So bri bin Osman,
Bekas Presiden,
Persatuan Mahasiswa
Universiti Sains Malaysia

Parliament must be effective in
bringing up various issues and
discussing the needs of the people.
This will help bring about good
legislations that will benefit the
people. Malaysian Parliament is
'half-baked' !
Many of those who end up there
are in fact unqualified. They have
managed to become Parliamentarians due to their 'money politics',
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and not because they have any
academic understanding of the
situation. How can • you expect
them to debate laws and go through
all the wordings of a particular
legislation? They just become 'saya
sokong' men. They are not dedicated. They are not interested in
helping the people . They just want
allowances, a name and to play
political games.
Outwardly
parliament
may
appear to be very democratic but in
reality it is not so. Opposition party
members are not given time to
speak or to study proposed amendments. One or two people try to
highlight workers' problems but the
majority of people who are there
represent the interests of the
capitalist class. My interests are not
represented. People who stand up
to speak on workers issues are put
down - ridiculed.
The only way to overcome these
defects is through the election .
Through the election process we
must bring in more people who will
be able to represent workers. To do
this we must first overcome the
ethnic differences that we have and
realise that as workers we are one
and that we need one common law
to protect our interests.

The majority of people who
are there represent the
interests of the Capitalist
Class.
A lot of things that are discussed
in parliament are blacked out.
Whatever the government does is
sugarcoated and presented to the
people in a way that makes it
readily accepted. Criticism of
government projects by opposition
MPs are kept from the public.
There is no freedom of the press .
The mass media is not allowed to
play its role in keeping the citizens
informed of things that are
happening. Take the case of Nadi
lnsan, which was trying to inform
the people of what was happening.

There was nothing wrong with what
they were doing, but they are going
to be banned for sure .

Union Leader,
Textile Industry

Parlimen telah mencacatkan
demokrasi di Malaysia. Melalui
parlimen berbagai-bagai Akta yang
boleh
di
katakan
menyekat
kebebasan hak asasi manusia di
luluskan, umpamanya Akta Mencetak dan Akta Uliversiti dan Kolej
Universiti. Parlimen mempunyai
kuasa dan kuasa ini di gunakan
untuk menghitarnkan atau memputihkan sesuatu perkara.
Peranan parti-parti pembangkang
adalah untuk memperbetulkan
kesilapan yang berlaku dalam
parlimen - kita dari luar dapat
nampak kelemahan dan kesalahan
yang berlaku tetapi biasanya suara
kita atas perkara-perkara ini tidak
dipedulikan. Mengikut pendapat
mereka ada beberapa perkara yang
agak sensitif, tetapi bila mereka
hendak membincangkan perkaraperkara ini - boleh. Dia buat ,
boleh, tapi orang lain buat, tak
boleh.
Dalam hal ini surat khabar
adalah di bawa pengaruh mereka.
Mereka
dapat
menyuarakan
pendapat-pendapat mereka tetapi
berita mengenai parti-parti pembangkang . . . hanya yang buruk di
siarkan .
Huru-hara dan kacau-bilau yang
timbul dapat diatasi jika cara-cara
Islam digunakan dalam Parlimen
dan di dalam pemerintahan . Setakat
ini apa yang berlaku adalah hanya
untuk menterap beberapa institusi
dengan Islam. Yang kita kehendaki
adalah supaya Islam akan serap
masuk ke institusi ini - suatu
penukaran yang menyeluruh. Islam
menggalakkan 'consultation' dan
jika ia diamalkan dengan baik
Parlimen boleh dijadikan suatu
badan di mana perbincangan,
penukaran fikiran dan segala
kebebasan dapat wujud. Semua
insan dapat bercakap dan memberi17

kan pendapat mereka dalam hal-hal
k~masyarakatan.

Parlimen telah mencacatkan
demokrasi di Malaysia.
Nasihat saya kepada pembacapembaca adalah supaya, mengkaji
keadaan dan jangan terima bulatbulat segala yang berlaku . Kita
haruslah menggunakan kebebasan
dengan penuhnya untuk mengeluarkan pendapat-pendapat kita dan
walaupun ia tidak akan di terima
sekarang ia akan menjadi satu benih
bagi masa hadapan.
Akta yang menyekat kita adalah
satu senjata yang digunakan untuk
melindungi kepentingan seseorang.
Tetapi "the more you oppress
people the greater will be the
reaction . This is only natural".

Haji Yusof Rawa,
President, PAS
Malaysian parliament is parliament by representation. In my view
it is a workable system and is
accepted by a large proportion of
the people'. The strongest testimony
that it is a workable system is that
in the last 26 years there has been
no uproar against the system itself.
Being a system established by
humans there are apt to be some
failings but I would not want to
go into them in detail. We have
only been independent for a few
years and even countries which
have had a chance to govern themselves for hundreds of years still
have failings .
I believe that the present government is tolerant of dissent - in fact
more so than previous governments
have been . At present there is more
acceptance of criticisms. Just name
me someone who has been put into
the camp for criticizing the present
government. Take the case of the
Societies Act - it is still not a good
act but you can clearly see that the
government is willing to respond to
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criticisms and to rectify the situation .

I believe that the present
government is tolerant of
dissent - in fact more so than
previous governments have
been.
People are entrusted with the
power to elect their own government and they duly exercise this
power. There might be one or two
voices within parliament which may
represent the interests of a particular group but their views are not
the views of parliament.
Claims that the elections are
rigged in our favour are clearly not
valid . We play games according to
the rules of the country. We go in,
stand and either win or lose according to the laws of' the country.
People might say that we use the
laws to keep ourselves in power but
this is untrue. If we were doing this
the people would have risen up and
said that they have had enough - if
we were doing this we could not
have gotten away with it.

Mohd. Farid Ariffin,
Deputy Head of
UMNO, Mata Kuching.
Parliamentary democracy exists
in Malaysia, only if we were to
regard elections as the be all and
end all of parliamentary democracy. Over the last 26 years, the
system has been undermined
through various forms of new legislations, rulings and through the
electorial process itself. The tremendous power that the executive
possesses was supposed to be
exercised with discretion, but it has
been misused.
There isn't much room for
opposition MPs to manoeuvre in
parliament today. In 1973/74 the
number of questions that a MP
could ask in parliament was limited
to 20 oral and 5 written. There was
no valid reason for doing this. And
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what is worse , I've yet to receive
answers to questions which I asked
in 1980/81. All oral questions
which cannot be answered due to
lack of time require written
answers, yet there is no time limit
within which these written answers
are to be supplied. The executive
can sit lightly and you wait for up
till two years , by which time the
question is irrelevant and doesn't
serve any purpose .

I've yet to receive answers to
questions which I asked in
1980/81.
When a new bill is introduced,
they restrict the number of days for
debate . For example , we were given
just one day's notice for the bill on
PERDA. The second reading was
set for 11 pm. This was to be
followed by discussion on the
Security Bill and parliament was to
be adjourned at 12 pm. So the
whole debate on PERDA took only
half an hour.
Finally , prior to 1962, there
were regulations with regards to the
way in which the Election Commission could draw the boundaries for
various constituencies. These regulations have been done away with
and at present constituencies are
drawn at the whims and fancies
of individuals.

P. Patto, Editor of Rocket
Democratic Action Party
(OAP)

Most of our MPs are from
UMNO . Thus parliament is used to
push through things like the NEP
and the Amanah Saham National.
Parliament serves the interests of
the Bumiputras. The spin offs may
benefit others but only those who
can take advantage of these opportunities. Parliament works towards
building a Malay middle-class.
Press coverage of parliamentary
proceedings is more like propaganda. A lot of coverage is given to
18

BN members and almost nothing to
opposition members. The public

Press coverage of
parliamentary proceedings is
more like propaganda.
does not know what happens in
parliament and is not given the
opportunity to voice what they
feel.

USM Student 1

Parliament is in a very sorry
state and needs certain reforms. It
has not been effective in checking
the powers of the executive. The
executive and legislative branches
of government have been fused
together. These two branches
should rightly act as checks on one
another so that no abuse of power
occurs.

The executive and legislative
branches of government have
been fused together.
Not only is the power of the
executive very great, the BN MPs
have lost their integrity and dignity
by failing to speak on behalf of the
people . They have vested interests
and fear that if they vote contrary
to the government, they will find
themselves out when the next
election comes around. It comes as
no surprise when they are quiet on
the Societies Act and the ISA. BN
MPs don't represent the interests of
the people . They just follow the
government's lead and bills get
passed.
As a student , my rights are not
represented. There does not seem
to be any debate on the AKI A
Universiti . Neither the government
nor the opposition bring up issues
that concern students .

USM Student 2
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LABOUR

WORK, PRODUCTIVITY
AND ETHICS
Tan Chee Beng

what has the question of work

to do with productivity?
From the economic point of view,
there are two major concerns about
this question. The first is about
how many people can work and
how many are needed to work. It is
the question of employment. This
concern is not so much about the
welfare of the people as about work
in relation to the functioning of an
economy. The concern of the
capitalist economists is not whether
all people have a job or not, but
wht:ther there are sufficient people
who can work. The concern for full
employment is usually a political
consideration.
The second concern is the
of modern
primary
concern
economists. It is the question of
how labor can be controlled so as
to achieve maximum productivity.
It is the concern for greater output
and more profit, not so much for
those who work, but for those who
tell other people to work . The
concern here is how to increase the
output from the labor of a worker
without paying him more or much
more . Since productivity is seen as
so tied to work and labor control,
it is natural that economists have
studied this question more than the
specialists from other fields of
the social sciences. Very few anthropologists, for example, study the
question of work.

Work in Social Perspective
The concept of work discussed
above has to do with performing
a job or an activity on a regular
basis in return for financial reward.
It is the activity of man which
brings about economic production.
This is also the common view of
work, that is, earning a living. In

this definition, work and leisure
.seem distinct. When a factory
worker works in the factory within
certain hours, he is working. After
he returns home and if he does not
engage himself · any other job
which yields financial reward, he is
presumably "not working". He
spends time with his family or goes
out to have a drink and a chat with
his friends. The time outside his
factory hours is presumably his
leisure time.
In other forms of work, the
boundary between "working" and
"not working" may not be clear.
A university lecturer works in the
campus but also reads at home
"after work". He may spend more
time in the university talking to
students and visitors, and prepares
his lecture notes or writes a paper
only in the evening at home. He
may work more during the university vacations , engaging himself in
research and writing. In between
the working hours, he may play a
game of badminton or do some
gardening at home . The "nonnormal" form of work which aims
at relaxation or keeping away boredom may be regarded as leisure.
But for a gardener, gardening is his
work, not leisure. Similarly, for an
artist, painting is not just a leisure,
it is his work.
The purely income-oriented
definition 0£ work ignores many
other non-income-yielding forms of
work which are crucial for the
functioning of a society. For
example, women who stay at home
to take care of children and run the
house are often regarded as not
working, simply because their work
does not yield direct" income. This
conception of work has. long been
an ideology which reinforces the
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inferior position of women.
In order to include both the
income-oriented and non-income
yielding forms of work, work may
be defined as purposive human
activity which modifies man's
physical and social environments.
This is of course very general. This
also means that the organized effort
in bringing about a -more democratic environment is a form of
work. The effort of unionists and
workers in fighting against exploitation is another form of work. It is
a purposive human effort which
seeks to modify an undesirable
social environment.
The economists see work in the
context of market. Thus the
economic definition of work is not
adequate for understanding work in
all its human aspects. Work, as
conceived by capitalist economists,
ignores the social and psychological
aspects . Work, for example, defines
a person's social identity to a large
extent. The status of a person
depends a lot on the kind of work
he does.
Man cannot live without work.
This is not simply because he has to
earn ·a living. It is work which gives
meaning to one's life . As Bertrand
Russell says, "Continuity of purpose is one of the most essential
ingredients of happiness in the long
run, and for most men this comes
chiefly through their work" . Thus
whether one finds his life meaningful and happy or not depends a
great deal on .whether one finds
one's work meaningful or not. In
order for a person to find his work
meaningful , the work which he
performs should not reduce him to
a mere machine. Mechanization of
labor , which is to say, dehumanization of labor, alienates a man from
his work. In order to be meaningful, a person must be able to
express his creativity through work.
Work must be "intellectually and
spiritually satisfying". It should
give dignity and self-respect to an
individual, or, at the least, it should
not lead to the erosion of an individual's dignity and self-respect. We
would like to see these social
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factors of work taken into consideration in any campaign on
productivity.
The economic definition of
work is not adequate for
understanding work in all its
human aspects.

In any discussion on work , one
has to think of leisure too , for work
and leisure are complementary to
each other. They are two sides of
the same coin and one gives
meaning to the other. Leisure
cannot be meaningful without work
and vice-versa. In fact , one can even
say that man works hard not only
to earn more, but also to have more
leisure or more enjoyable forms of
leisure. Why does man treasure
leisure? It is because, he has more
control over his own time and
activities. In leisure, he has more
freedom and everybody values freedom. However, like work, one
should also use one's leisure intelligently. Idling around or watching
video movies at home all the time
is not an intelligent use of leisure.
It is not creative. Indeed, leisure
does not mean not working. It
means doing other forms of activities for relaxation or for intellectual
and spiritual satisfaction. It also
allows a person to go back to his
normal work without feeling bored
or mentally depressed. Thus, any
form of labor control which denies
workers the opportunity for their
intelligent use of leisure, is against
the interest of workers. It is not in
the spirit of humanity. The campaign on productivity should not
result in employers, in their effort
to increase output and profit,
taking away the workers' right to
have leisure.

Work and Productivity in
Historical Perspective
Historically, work is central to
the social evolution of human
society. The history of man is the
history of man working. Civiliza-
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tion is possible because of the
ability of man to symbolize and
work. By inventing tools and
organizing
themselves, human
groups have been able to exert their
influence on nature and shape their
ways of life. In the course of social
development, the conditions under
which man works have changed. In
the primitive society of the past ,
people worked in order to provide
food, comfort and security for
themselves, their families and their
communities. Their economy is
basically a self-sufficient subsistence economy. In such a society,
co-operation and sharing of life are
important. In the industrial society
of today, people do not produce
directly for the need of themselves
or their immediate communities.
There is a high division of labor and
the life of the people are highly
dependent on the market. There is
much competition between individuals and between social groups
for economic resources. There is
even competition for jobs. Individual self-interest rules supreme and
there is not much community
spirit. Furthermore, self-interest
and the concern for profit have
resulted in the rich and the powerful exploiting the poor and the
weak.
The organization of labor is
important
throughout
human
history. In the simple society which
has subsistence economy, collective
labor is organized for the good of
the community, for the people. But
in the more complex feudalistic
societies , a~ well as the modern
capitalist societies, organized labor
have become controlled by certain
classes or social groups for their
own interests. It works on the
simple logic that if one can get
another person to work hard to
produce for oneself, then one need
not work so much. This is the
exploitation of labor, a persistent
feature of modern society. The
evolution of human society seems
to be the development from a
primitive, more or less egalitarian,
society to a more stratified and
unequal society. In becoming more
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civilized, man has learned to exploit,
more and more, not only nature,
but also his fellow men . Exploitation has become the most serious
social problem of modern society.
Labour laws in most countries
tend to protect the capitalist
interests of the employers
rather than labour interests.

The most extreme form of labor
exploitation, and indeed the most
economical way of ensuring
productivity , is to own not only the
labor of a person but also his life.
It is therefore not surprising that
slavery existed in all feudal
societies. By taking away the rights
of .a class of people, including their
right to live, the ruling elite could
force people to work for them all
the time. The only cost involved in
keeping slaves was the cost of
keeping them alive and under control. Slaves were not only forced
to produce food for the ruling elite,
they were forced to work on big
projects. Great historical monuments, like the great wall of China
or the pyramids in Egypt, were built
with the labor of slaves and other
forms of forced labor. Chinese have
a story abo_ut a woman called Meng
Jiangnu whose husband was one of
the thousands of people who were
forced by Shih Huang-ti to build
the great wall of China. She sent
winter clothes to her husband. Not
finding him , she cried and cried at
the wall until it cracked and burst
apart, exposing the remains of her
husband. The story reveals not only
the love of a woman for her
husband but also the evil of
tyranny and exploitation. Today,
we see the great historical monuments as symbols of civilization.
They are, in fact , also symbols of
slavery, of the achievement of man
in exploiting fellow men.
In more recent history, slavery
was not only legitimized by the
ruling elite but also by one class of
people against another and one race
against another race. The notori0us
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slave trade between the African
continent and the American continent needs no description. In Southeast Asia, slavery was not abolished
until the nineteenth century. While
slavery as an extreme form of
forced labor had been abolished,
the exploitation of labor continues.
Slavery is now illegal in all civilized
societies, and there are laws to
protect workers. Yet the ideology
of slavery has persisted in one way
or another. Even labour laws are
usually
made in favour of
employers and economic elite.
Legal loop-holes ffer much opportunity to exploit workers. Labour
laws in most countries tend to
protect the capitalist interests of
the employers rather than labour
interests. The recent Selanchar
Empat Felda Estate incident shows
how labour laws can be neglected
and how extreme workers can be
exploited.

It is legitimate for the working
class to ask: more
hardworking for whose
interests?
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The concern for productivity
and profit in modern societies tends
to focus on production rather than
the welfare of the workers. Consequently, such a concern usually
means the concern to bring about
more output per worker without
increasing the overall cost of production. It means not paying
workers more, in proportion to the
extra effort which they have put in.
Thus any campaign on productivity
which focuses on production only,
without looking into the human
aspects of work (such as the conditions of work) , will result in greater
exploitation of workers. Productivity , as a positive value, can easily
become an ideology which legitimizes and intensifies exploitation.

Hard Work and Productivity
In Malaysia, there has been a
growing concern for productivity.
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We are urged to increase productivity by hard work and develop a
"work culture" . Have we not been
working hard? Are our workers not
hardworking? It is common knowledge that the poorest people have
to struggle hard to survive. Most of
our people are not rich and they
have no time to idle around.
Indeed, if there is any social group
in Malaysia which can be described
as not hardworking enough, it cannot be the group which comprises
peasants, poor fishermen or factory
workers. Yet the campaign of hard
work seems to aim more at the
people of the lower classes, especially those in the factories . Why?
We must distinguish hard work
as a positive value from hard work as
an ideology of control or discrimiru{tion. The former is found in all
societies. No society endorses
laziness. The virtue of hard work is
for the good of the individuals, for
their own success in life , whether
towards bettering one's own standard of living or achieving certain
career goals. Teachers, for example,
tell students to work hard so that
they may do well in their studies.
Hard work as an ideology of
exploitation or discrimination,
however, is aimed at controlling or
discriminating against people or a
social group of people. It is for the
interest of a social group against
that of another. When the boss of a
factory tells his workers to work
hard , his primary aim is not that
they will earn more money or that
they will attain ·a better livelihood.
It is primarily the concern that they
increase the output so that he can
get more profit. When British
colonial officers said that Chinese
and Indian immigrants were more
hardworking than natives, it is not
really because the natives were lazy.
It is because the poor immigrants
had no choice but be exploited and
worked in harsh conditions.
Starting from scratch, they had to
forgo leisure in order to attain a
reasonable livelihood. They worked
hard, sacrificed leisure and led a
difficult living so that they , or their
children, might have a better future,
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To improve productivity,
working conditions, both
physical and social, will have
to be improved.

more leisure and live more comfortably. They did not work hard
for nothing, and nobody works
hard for nothing. The "lazy native"
ideology is also an ideology of
discrimination. In the case of
British Malaya, it allowed the
British to confine the majority of
Malays to the rural subsistence
economy, for good political reasons
of course.
The ideology of hard work has
another implication. Workers are
urged to work hard in order to
increase productivity and therefore
the development of the .country. By
implication, it means that if the
economic system fails, workers are
to be blamed for not working hard.
The working class becomes not
only the exploited class but also the
scape-goat for the failure of the
government's economic policies.
The ideology of hard work therefore directs the attention away
from the real problems in the
country's economic and political
systems. Furthermore, hard work
alone is not the answer to increasing productivity.
Without any constructive change
in our economic structure which
discriminates against the poor, it is
misleading to say that the poor can
become richer by sheer hard work.
The irony in our system is that the
poor (such as the manual workers)
are perhaps the most hardworking
people but are also the least paid.
A poor peasant remains poor no
matter how hard he works. In fact,
in an exploitative system of
economy, one becomes rich by
exploiting others. Unless sincere,
well-planned and effective development programs are implemented to
actually benefit the poor, it is impossible for the poor to get out of
the vicious circle of poverty.
The campaign in Malaysia on
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work and productivity is related to
the Look East Policy. We are told
that the Japanese and Koreans are
disciplined, hardworking and loyal
to the management , and we are told
to cultivate these values. However,
any comparison of attitudes and
values between different societies
are meaningless unless they are
seen in the context of the respective societies.

In our system, the poor perhaps the most hardworking
people - are also the least
paid.

If the Japanese and Korean
workers are really more disciplined,
hard-working and loyal to the
management, we should examine
why they are so. Is it because they
are so lack of social consciousness
that they are willing to be exploited
by the management without expecting better conditions of work? ls it
because Japanese and Koreans have
been socialized from small to be
loyal to their superior under all
circumstances?
Is it because
Japanese and Korean workers are so
effectively controlled that they
have no choice but be hard-working
and loyal to their institution of
work? Is it because the workers'
unions . there are so controlled by
the management that they are
totally ineffective in protecting the
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workers' interests? Or is it because
the workers in Japan and Korea are
better paid and better taken care
of? If so, then we should not be
talking of hardwork. We should talk
of how to improve the welfare and
working conditions of workers. In
other words, the so-called uniqueness of Japanese and Korean
experiences must be seen in -the
whole context of the history , as well
as the socio-cultural and politicoeconomic systems, of the two
countries.
The economic success of the
Japanese is not simply due to hardwork and loyalty, it is due to a
number of historical, political and
socio-economic factors which Dr.
Chandra Muzaffar has analyzed in
his paper, "Hard Work - The CureAll?" I shall not go into his analysis
here. What needs to be pointed out
is that the so-called Japanese
miracle has been given too rosy a
picture in this campaign on Look
East. The exploitation of workers
have been ignored.
Professor Muto lchiyo , for
example, tells us that the so-called
Japanese loyalty to the management is a myth. The so-called
loyalty and extra diligence of
Japanese workers are products of a
highly efficient system of labour
control. The workers are so controlled that their fate is tied to the
company. Central to this discussion
is the concept of "company
world". It is a system whereby the
company becomes a world for the
workers who are coerced into
sharing its fate. Once incorporated
into this system, the workers have
to compete with one another to
attain the company goals. The
intra-firm benefits are also designed
to tie the workers' fate to the
company. Mobility from one company to another is rather difficult.
The "seniority wage system"
further ensures that the workers
sacrifice their most for the
company, since if the latter goes
bankrupt, they cannot get new jobs
at comparable salaries.
Thus the form of Japanese
labour control has turned the other-
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wise stiff inter-firm competition,
into inter-worker competition. The
in-house unions, which are in effect
controlled by the management,
further protect the interests of the
management. The workers have no
effective avenues to protest against
instances of exploitation, and there
is much exploitation and discrimination of workers in Japan. The
"trouble-makers" are easily threatened and thrown out. Furthermore, the workers' wages are
subject to the evaluation of the
management. Professor Muto mentions that at Nissan Motor, 13 .5
percent of the wage is "basic wage"
and 72.9 percent is a " special
allowance" determined by the
evaluation of the management. The
evaluation is not based on ability
alone , but also such other factors,
as the " proper attitudes" and
loyalty of the workers to the
management. In such a system, how
can the workers not be extra hardworking and loyal to the management?

Productivity, as a positive
value, can easily become an
ideology which legitimizes and
intensifies exploitation.
It is said that the Malaysian
workers are not as hardworking and
loyal as the Japanese and Korean
workers. The Japanese staff of
Japanese enterprises in Malaysia
also idealize the Japanese system,
yet they do not attempt to introduce the benefits enjoyed by the
workers in Ja pan. There is no
seriousness in improving the
working condition of workers in
Malaysia. For one thing, there is a
greater supply of labour in this
country than in Japan, and there is
also government control over
labour. There is therefore less
urgency in Malaysia to woo workers
and keep them contented.
Under the Look East Policy,
Malaysian workers are expected to
be more hardworking and loyal, but

hardly anything is said about what
and how the workers will benefit. It
is legitimate for the working class
to ask: more hardworking for
whose interest? Let us hope that
the campaign of hard work and
productivity will not mean greater
exploitation of workers, by controlling labour more effectively, to the
extent of denying workers the right
and ability to protest. This concern
is important. In fact , the CUEPACS
president, Encik Ahmad Nor, has
recently warned that "the managerial class now possess total power
through stringen laws to control
and manipulate the workers and
their unions for their own
interests". The working class and
those who are concerned with
justice, equality and democracy
should defend the interest of the
workers and the poor.

Ethics and Productivity
The question of ethics is relevant
to the question of productivity in
two ways. First, the cultivation of
ethical values is essential to the
development of honest and responsible individuals. In the context of
work and productivity, being responsible is crucial to the efficient
performance of work, and efficiency is one of the various factors
which are necessary for increasing
productivity. The efficiency of our
civil service, for example, depends
a lot on whether the civil servants
are responsible or not, and I
mention civil service to stress that
the question of productivity should
not be directed at factory workers
alone. A crucial factor affecting
efficiency and productivity in the
government sectors and statutory
bodies is leadership. If leaders are
themselves dishonest, corrupted or
irresponsible, one cannot expect
the management of a bureaucracy
to be effective, efficient and
productive.
Second, since exploitation is a
social evil which tends to accompany the drive for greater productivity, the cultivation of ethical
values will help to improve the
moral character of man and check
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the tendency to exploit fellow men.
The values of love and righteousness, for example, are necessary for
the functioning of a just society.
The values which I have mentioned, namely hard work, honesty,
incorruptibility, responsibility, justice, love and righteousness are
universal values which exist in all
societies. They are, for instance,
basic ethical values in Chinese
thinking. The Malays have these
values in their Islamic teaching too.
There are also many Malay proverbs·
and poems which emphasize their
importance. For example, on hard
work and success, or shall we say,
hard work and productivity, there
is the proverb "segan berdayung
perahu hanyut" which means
literally that should one be lazy in
paddling, the boat will go adrift. In
other words, if one is not hard
working, one will be left behind.
Generation after generation,
these values are taught in every
society. This is because they are
essential to the cultivation of moral
character and the functioning of a
just society. One of the effective
ways of promoting these values is
the use of literature and massmedia. Television dramas, for
example, .can emphasize the virtues
of having these values and the evils
of the want of them. However, the
most crucial stage of cultivating
these virtues in the life cycle of
man is when people are still young
and growing up. In this respect,
socialization in · the family and
school is important. One effective
way is to encourage children and
students to read moral stories or
to tell them stories which emphasize ethical values. This indirect
way of teaching is often more effective than telling directly about the
importance of cultivating ethical
values.

In my discussion of ethical values
and productivity, I have intentionally left out the value of loyalty.
This is not because I do not value
loyalty. Loyalty to the country is a
very important value which all
citizens of Malaysia should have.

continued on page 31
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INTERVIEW-

STRIDING l,N TO THE
FUTURE
In this interview, which is in a sense a continuation of the interview
published in the September issue of the Aliran Quarterly,
Aliran President, Dr. Chandra Muzaffar talks of Aliran and its future
plans. H,e begins by discussing Aliran's future expansion
and continues by discussing amongst other things, some of the new
programmes that Aliran w<;>uld soon be undertaking.

In the last interview you spoke

at length of the directions of
social change and the role that
Aliran could play as a social
awareness movement within
that situation. To play this
role, one would have imagined
that right from the start
Aliran would have tried to organise membership drives. Why
is it that this was not done?
Isn't membership at the
moment simply confined to
Penang and Kuala Lumpur?

It is true that the majority of
Aliran members are in Penang and
l\.uala Lumpur, but we do also
have members in states like Kelantan, Perlis, Kedah and Melaka.
It is true that up till the present,
we have adopted a passive attitude
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towards membership. We have not
tried to organise mass membership
drives or gone out of our way to
recruit members. Those who
approach us, who express an interest in joining Aliran are requested
to read our Basic Beliefs. If they
agree with our basic beliefs and
accept our constitution, we are
only too happy to have them as
members. We are not extraordinarily stringent about membership.
We have never been exclusive. This
is a wrong view of Aliran which
exists in some circles. We have
always welcomed members from all
walks of life . In fact, within Aliran
there is quite a diversity as far as
professions go. I might add that
we've not turned down any formal
application for membership - so
far. Of course, when it comes to
individuals who are very active in
party politics, we have to be a little
cautious. We don't want our organisation to become an arena for
interparty feuds. Neither do we
want Aliran to be pulled in diffe-
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rent directions by competing party
tendencies. Nonetheless we have
about 5 or 6 members who belong
to various political parties, both
from the government and the
opposition. They are not active in
party politics. They do not occupy
offices of responsibility within
Aliran for our constitution prohibits
political party members from holding any position of importance
within the movement.
To return to the main point, our
passive approach to membership
was deliberate for a variety of reasons. First, for generating ideas
you don't need a huge membership.
What you need are a few committed thinkers who can do the writing,
the speaking. Then you need some
able individuals who can organise
these efforts - who can do the
sales, get talks and seminars going.
It is quality rather than quantity
that counts in this sort of work.
Second, in the first few years of
the growth of a social movement
one has to nurture carefully the
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crystallization of a core - a highly
ethical, a totally motivated core. It
is this core that'll set the moral
tone and tenor of the organisation.
It is important that there is such a
core, for, the values, the ideals of the
movement will be embodied in its
character and conduct. This is why
it is interesting to observe that the
ethical standards, even intellectual
inclinations of many of the new
members seem to harmonize with
the concerns of the core. There is,
for instance, a certain commitment
to spiritual values, to religion in
a modern and p~ogressive sense
among tJlese recent _entrants just as
they are, on the whole, a non-dogmatic lot who genuinely cherish
creative action in discovering remedies to our challenges rather than
looking for solutions in the slavish
application of some established
doctrine. The core, in other words,
attracts its own kind. Now for this
core to emerge and consolidate its
character, you cannot allow the or'ganisation to be overwhelmed by all
sorts of elements. That would have
happened if we had organised a mass
membership campaign. The moral
strength of the core would have
been diluted and Aliran would
have suffered as a result. It would
not have developed an identity, an
image of its own.
Third, if we had expanded rapidly in the initial stage, we would
have become a largely non-Malay
organisation right from the outset.
This is because the middle-class which is our recruiting ground - is
non-Malay to a great extent. Besides,
the Malay segment of the middleclass is less autonomous since it is
mainly a bureaucratic middle-class.
There are also other psychological
and economic relationships between
the Malay middle-class and the
state, apart from certain notions of
ethnic loyalty and solidarity, that
make it difficult to recruit Malays
into multi-ethnic organisations. If
we had been a non-Malay outfit
from the beginning, it would not
have been possible to evolve a multiethnic philosophy and multi-ethnic
policies.

'In the first few years
of the growth of a
social movement one
has to nurture
carefully the
crystallization of a
core - a highly
ethical, a totally
motivated core. It is
thi~ core tfvlt'II set
the moral tone and
tenor of the
organisation.'
Now after 6 years, we feel we
are in a position to quicken the
tempo. Don't get me wrong - we
are not going to recruit thousands
of members at once. Even if we
wanted to, I don't think people
would be interested! We are just
changing gear, from a passive to an
active approach towards membership.

Is it possible to outline the
reasons for this change?

First, we have by now produced
ideas on a sufficiently wide range of
problems <!nd issues to enable people
to develop some understanding of
the strengths and weaknesses of the
existing order, the direction of
change that is required and the
content and complexion of the
alternative society we should aspire
to. Now these ideas have to be propagated in a systematic, sustained
fashion. For this we need propagators at all levels of society. Only if
there are propagators - hundreds
upon hundreds of them - will we
become a real social movement.
This is how religions spread in the
past. But first you must have your
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message. Our message is now available. This is why we are looking for
the messengers.
Second, we realized that a shift
in policy was necessary because of
our own shortcoming. After 6 years,
all that we can claim to have deveped is a general awareness of sorts
among segments of society. You
cannot create social consciousness
in this way. We learnt, through the
mistakes we committed, that consciousness has to be brought down
to the level of the individual. Each
individual has to become a nucleus
of the new consciousness. Once he
is convinced, he will convince
others. If we had a few nuclei
carrying out this mission, it will
not have any impact. This is why
we need to expand in a much more
vigorous manner.
Third, within Aliran itself, we
are now more or less certain of the
strength of the core. If anything,
the new members have helped to
reinforce it. Even if we grew more
rapidly from now onwards, I am
doubtful that the overrall character
of the movement will change very
much. The viability of the core will
ensure that Aliran's image and identity remain intact.
Fourth, it appears that our image
is now 'firmly imprinted in the
public mind - or at least those
sections of the public that care for
social issues. We are seen as an independent group that is not linked to
anyone~ By not being in the electoral arena, our views carry a little
more weight for they are perceived
as the views of a group that is not
after power or popularity. At the
same time, because of the way we
approach issues we are often regarded as individuals who are not only
rational and analytical but also
courageous and committed. This in
particular has enhanced our image
considerably. We are seen as champions of social justice and human
rights, as opponents of corruption
and communalism. Without a positive public image, one cannot hope
to expand. Indeed, steady expansion at this stage will only strengthen further our image.
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Fifth, while our standing within
the country has encouraged us to
grow, it is our position in certain
circles abroad that has given us a
feeling of confidence, a sense of
security about our future role.
Among liberals, human rights
groups, alternative movements in
certain parts of Asia and the West,
we are fairly well regarded. This is
less a reflection on Aliran's own
accomplishments (which have been
minimal) and more a commentary
on the pathetic state of affairs in
our country. There are so few
groups that dare to dissent , that are
prepared to think seriously about
the future, that we seem to stand
out. If we were in some other country - say India or Sri Lanka or the
Philippines - we would be nothing .
The little esteem that we command
abroad means that others will view
our more active role as logical and
necessary.
Finally, our multi-ethnic philosophy and multi-ethnic policies are
so lucid by now that we do not
have to worry about the ethnic
composition of the organisation
transforming its general outlook on
communal issues. Besides, we have ,
over the years, not only maintained
a multi-ethnic membership but also
created a multi-ethnic leadership.
This should protect our multi-ethnic
identity as we expand rapidly in
the future.
For all these reasons, the public
can expect us to adopt a more active
approach to membership which will,
hopefully, result in the establish-
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ment of Aliran centres in different
parts of the country. As we recruit
members on a much more concer-

We realized that a
shift in policy was
necessary because of
our own shortcomings.
After 6 years, all that
we can claim to have
developed is a general
awareness of sorts
among segments of
society. We cannot
create social
consciousness in this
way.
ted basis, we hope that Malaysians
will also come forward to join us in
the march to create a new Malaysia.
This is an open invitation to everyone.

Do you envisage any major
obstacles in Aliran's proposed
expansion?
Indeed, it is only the obstacles
that one can be sure of. The government's attitude is one such obstacle.
If the government was less negative
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towards us, we would grow faster.
Because of its attitude , newspapers ,
most of which are under government control, do not give us sufficient coverage. This is especially
true of the major Bahasa papers. A
movement of ideas cannot spread if
its ideas are not known. Consequently, among segments of society
there is some suspicion of Aliran,
its motives, its goals, arising from
sheer ignorance. At the same time,
there are outright lies about our
organisation being pedalled by elements who are out to discredit us.
This is certainly not helpful to our
growth.
The curbs or controls that the
government imposes upon participation in general also effects us
adversely. How can we grow when
seminars and forums - important
avenues for communication - are
so difficult to organise? Public
meetings are not possible without
police permits and police permits,
even when they are given, do not
arrive until the eleventh hour. What
is worse, we are treated with a certain degree of distrust by the authorities. This impedes our ability to
organise and expand. We do not
want to go into details here but
there is evidence to show that telephones are tapped, letters are open·e d, members are sometimes harrassed. We resent this particularly
because we are an open organisation. Everything we do, every plan
we formulate, every move we
make, is made known to our members and the general public. Look at
the frankness of this interview. Why
should the government use the
taxpayer's hard-earned money to
establish such rigid control over
societies which function in broad
daylight?
The reason - as we have explained so often in the past - is quite
obvious. It is because the government cannot tolerate independent,
autonomous organisations. Just as
it refuses to respect the autonomy
of the professions, of the universities , of cultural associations, even
sporting organisations, so does it
try to deny public interest groups
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their independence. The government does not seem to realize that
an independent social movement
attempting to promote democracy
and national unity and endeavouring to check corruption and social
injustice is in the interest of the
nation. Indeed, all over the Third
World we need non-electoral, nonpartisan people's movements to
protect the fundamental principles
of a good society. It is the unwillingness of our government to recognise
this truth which constitutes a major
obstacle to our growth.
In addition to this niajor obstacle
unless there is a pervasive feeling
among substantial segments of
society that the situation is unjust,
that there is a need for change, it is
doubtful if our movement will
grow by leaps and bounds. As we
have observed many times before,
we are still some distance away
from the chaos and despair which
compel whole sections of the population to work earnestly towards a
new social order. In the present
situation of relative stability, where
elections are held regularly and
opposition candidates win once in a
while, people will have much more
faith in political parties as instruments of change than in a social
movement like Aliran.
Finally, we have to ask whether
the A1iran membership itself is not
an obstacle to expansion. How
many of our members are committed, dedicated to a point where
they'll sacrifice time, energy,
money, everything for the cause of
Aliran? For without such selfless
sacrifice, no movement can hope to
grow. The history of movements
that have succeeded shows very
clearly that in the ultimate analysis it is the determination and
dedication of individual adherents
that really counts. While Aliran has
many fine individuals, it is irrefutable that our progress has been retarded to some extent by apathy
and lethargy. Some of us spend a
lot of time on plain trivia; others
are obsessed with career advancement; yet others allow themselves
to be bogged down by family

affairs. There are also individuals
among us who just do not known
how to organise time, who are

The government does
not seem to realize
that an independent
social movement
attempting to promote
democracy and
national unity and
endeavouring to check
corruption and .social
injustice is in the
interest of the nation.
incapable of generating the sort
of energy and enthusiasm which
alone can create a dynamic movement.

, Given the various obstacles,
one gets the impression that
Aliran will not become a mass
movement in the forseeable
fu tore. Does this mean that
Aliran will continue to be seen
as elitistic and intellectual in
its orientation?
It is a pity that we are seen as
'elitistic' by individuals who do not
know the meaning of the word.
'Elites' in sociology refer to those
groups of people who exercise political power directly or are in a
position to influence strongly the
exercise of political power. The
term can also be used to describe
those who hold power, who enjoy
social prestige and status in any
branch of activity. Thus, we speak
of economic elites, cultural elites,
academic elites - apart from political elites. Once we understand the
meaning of the word in this manner,
we realize how inappropriate the
label is for Aliran. We neither wield
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nor influence power in any sphere
of public life. Even the academics
and professionals in our midst
are not at the apex of their particular branches of activity. None of
the academics in Aliran for instance
occupies high office in his or her
university.
More important, if one examines
Aliran's philosophy, policies and
public positions, one realizes how
ridiculous it is to describe us as
'elitistic'. Our entire thrust is
towards the masses. Indeed, the
social transformation that we envisage must lead to the destruction
of elitism since we believe in egalitarian relationships, since a classless
society is a cherished ideal with us.
To put it more bluntly, Aliran is
anti-elitistic!
Now, our reaction to the 'intellectual' label is slightly different.
If by that people mean that Aliran
seeks to promote thinking and reflection on social issues then we
would not mind being called an
intellectual movement. It would be
foolish of any society to look down
upon intellectual activities for without thinking and reflec,ion there
can be no sound basis for action,
for change.
I suspect, however, that the
term 'intellectual' used in connection with Aliran has a different
connotation. It is perhaps a reference to the fact that there are a
number of academics in Aliran. To
start with, let us make it clear that
while academics constitute the
single, largest group they are not
the majority. Besides, the presence
of academics by itself does not make
a movement intellectual for there
are a lot of academics who neither
think nor reflect. It is because the
academics in Aliran are different
that they have chosen to place
their knowledge, their ideas at the
service of society. The public - if
it values thinking and reflection should consider this a great asset to
the Malaysian nation.
Perhaps it is not in these two
senses that the term is used. Perhaps people feel that Aliran is
'high-brow', that it has an 'ivory-
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tower' approach to social challenges,
that its analyses and prescriptions
are irrelevant to the masses. In
order to find out if this view is
correct, one has to first make a distinction between 'relevance to the
masses' and 'the masses' ability to
understand' the writings that Aliran
produces. A lot of the writings of
the great thinkers of 19th Century
Europe, as with the works of outstanding freedom fighters of Asia
and Africa in the 20th Century
were indispensable to the struggle
for the betterment of the masses.
They embodied ideas on economic
justice and political participation
which were clearly in the interest
of the common man. And yet the
common man - the masses - could
not have understood what was
written on their behalf. Would the
French worker have understood
The Eighteenth Brurnaire of Louis
Bonaparte or the Engli'sh peasant,
the essay On Liberty or the Indian
villager, The Discovery of India?

And yet who would dare say that
these writings were not relevant
to the masses? This in fact underscores a point my friends and I
have made very often: the importance of serious, profound analyses
of social issues and social situations
for any social movement.
Be that as it may, one must admit
that it is crucial that the masses
understand what is written in their
interest. More than that, they must
also be able to express their Own
emotions and ideas through books,
pamphlets and what-have-you. As
long as this is not accomplished, we
cannot claim that the pursuit of
knowledge and information has
become genuinely democratic. For
even in the liberal democracies of
the West, the bulk of knowledge
about the physical world in which
we live embodied in the natural
sciences is beyond the comprehension of the overwhelming majority
of human beings who inhabit those
countries. And this is in societies
where illiteracy has been almost
completely wiped out, where a significant portion of the population
have benefitted from at least
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secondary education. What is true
of the natural sciences is also true
of the social sciences and humanities. Knowledge of political institutions, of social structures, of
economic issues is exclusively produced, controlled, managed and
distributed. This has to change.
This is one of the great inequities and therefore one of the great injustices - of our age. The production, distribution and consumption
of knowledge and information has
to be as egalitarian as possible.
Aliran's failing is, in that sense, a
general failing. But it is more than
that. We should have tried to produce some of our stuff in much
simpler language so that the form
five student, the clerk, the typist ,
the junior technician , the factory
worker could have read and understood them. This would have meant
writing much more in Bahasa
Malaysia and even in Chinese and
Tamil, rather than in English. It
would have meant explaining ideas
in a manner that could be easily
understood by a lot of ordinary
people who have some interest in
public affairs and for that reason
read the daily newspapers to find
out what is happening. Social movements in other places have succeeded
to some extent in communicating
ideas to people with very little
formal education.

Isn't Aliran simply a middleclass organization which has
no real ties "th the masses?
It is of course true that the vast
majority of our members are part
of the middle-class. But so are
members of most other public
interest societies here as elsewhere.
Consumer groups, environmental
bodies, human rights organisations
and alternative movements are
invariably led and supported by
middle-class types. This is because
most of the issues which are taken
up by them have yet to become
part of mass consciousness.
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If we adopted a broader view
of the role of the middle-class, we
will realize that elements from this
class have always been crucial to
social change. We forget that political parties which may have thousands of poor people as members
are often led by middle-class types.

that it is
class who

Our entire thrust is
towards the masses.
Indeed, the social
transformation that
we envisage must
lead to the destruction
of elitism since we
believe in egalitarian
relationships, since a
classless society is a
cherished ideal with
us. To put it more
bluntly, Aliran is antielitistic !
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Even trade unions representing lowinccime occupations are sometimes
led by individuals from the middleclass. I am not endorsing such situations; I am merely describing the
reality. Perhaps, even more persuasive examples can be found in
the illustrious revolutions of our
century. Whether it is the Soviet,
the Chinese, the Vietnamese or for
that matter the Indonesian, in
theory at least, with the liberation
of the masses, it is only too obvious
that many of their important leaders
were not only part of the middleclass but also originated from
middle-class settings.
This establishes a well-known
fact about social change. Though
it is the middle-class which helps
to keep elites in power, though it
is its attachment to the status quo
which hampers genuine social transformation, it is undeniably true
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that it is elements from the middleclass whom we'll have to count
upon to articulate the ·need for
change and to strive for a new
order. More specifically, this means
that to fight the communalism that
is prevalent within the middle-class
or the lop-sided, erroneous development which benefits the middleclass, one has to draw out individuals from the same middle-class
who think and feel differently, who
are prepared to act in a different
direction. This is what Aliran has
been doing all these years. We have
been trying to create a countertrend within the middle-class itself.
Since this is a vital precondition for
meaningful social change, we do
not regret our intellectual efforts
within the middle-class.
But no one should misunderstand this middle-class orientation.
We have never supported middleclass interests which are opposed
to the well-being of the majority.
Our stands on numerous economic
and cultural issues are proof of
that. Likewise, we have constantly
stressed the importance of resisting
the social vices that are embedded
in the life of the middle-class - its
consumerist psychology, its acquisitive mentality, its materialistic
drive. In our analysis, we have
often emphasized the need to eliminate the structures that are
responsible for these pernicious
attitudes and values.
It is because we are not middleclass in the conventional, ideological sense, that we are now going to
give more attention to the recruitment of individuals and groups
from the lower strata of society in
our efforts to spread an alternative
consciousness. In fact, this will be
a significant dimension of our
expansion programme. Technicians
rather than engineers, nurses rather
than doctors, non-graduate teachers
rather than university lecturers,
clerks rather than Division One
officers, will be drawn into the
movement in larger and larger numbers. Of course, these occupational
categories are still part of the lower
middle-class. But my feeling is that

as individuals from these backgrounds emerge as the crucial
majority in Aliran, the popular
perception of our organisation as
a middle-class outfit (meaning by
which a 'middle-middle' and 'uppermiddle' class outfit) will also change.
I might add at this point that
right from the beginning we had in-

Though it is the
middle-class which
helps to keep the
elites in power, though
it is its attachment to
the status quo which
hampers genuine
social transformation,
it is undeniably true
that it is elements
from the middle-class
whom we'll have to
count upon to
articulate the need for
change and to strive
for a new order.
tended to expand downwards eventually. For reasons that have been
mentioned in some other part of this
interview, it was simply not possible in the early years. We were however aware all along that given our
philosophy which seeks to transfer
political, economic and cultural
power to the majority, it was only
right that we incorporate more and
more Malaysians from the lower
strata who, at the same time, have
the opportunity and inclination to
think and to act. This is also an
important point to bear in mind for
the really poor and downtrodden
are so involved in the struggle to
ensure their survival that they just
cannot participate actively in developing their social consciousness.
Quite apart from our philosophy,
we also realize that if want to be
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truly multi-ethnic we have to
expand downwards. For at the
middle and upper class levels there
is much more communalism arising
from competition for status and
wealth. At the lower stratum, common socio-economic woes brought
about by the rising cost of living
and diminishing opportunities for
mobility are bound to draw different ethnic groups closer together.

What are some of the new
programmes and activities that
Aliran is going to embark on?
I should begin by discussing
some of our present activities and
how their emphasis will also change
in the near future. We will continue
to publish books except that books
will henceforth be less and less
concerned with the immediate. The
book publishing programme will
try to produce more profound
works on fundamental social challenges and on various aspects of the
alternative society we espouse. At
the same time, we'll do more translations of good writings into
Bahasa. ·
We have also applied for certain
changes in the KDN for this quarterly so that from next year onwards
we can produce an English monthly. The monthly will be much more
current and topical than this quarterly and will cater for a wider
cross-section of the Malaysian
public. We haven't heard from the
Ministry of Home Affairs on our
request.
Publications apart, our other
education programme, the production of cassettes, will be expanded
to include tapes in English. At the
moment we have made two recordings in Bahasa. All our other
activities - talks, discussions and
films for our members, meetings
with various social groups, the
Merdeka dinner, talks, forums and
local seminars for the public and
so on - will, it is hoped, continue
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to flourish with perhaps greater
participation on the part of both
Aliran members and the general
public.
As far as our new programmes
go, there is first the Bahasa monthly we are hoping to start as soon as
we get the KDN. Our communication with the Bahasa-speaking population is still very under-developed. Just as we are trying to overcome this weakness, so are we
making a concerted effort to produce simple, effective pamphlets
mainly in Bahasa but also in Chinese
and Tamil for the benefit of upper
secondary school children and
those who do not have much formal education.
At the education level, we are
thinking seriously about producing
an International English quarterly
which will deal with the alternative
philosophy from the,point of view
of both theory and practical
application. The magazine will also
serve as a communication link for
various non-governmental organisations (NGO's) in different parts of
the world concerned about an alternative society. This magazine must
be seen in conjunction with yet
another proposal: to hold an annual
international seminar on the alternative society to which outstanding
thinkers and activists dealing with
this question can be invited.
Publications and seminars aside,
the other new activity will be producing video-cassettes. Given . the
interest in videos we feel that this
could become an important channel
for social education. Similarly, the
poster is often regarded as a persuasive medium for disseminating
ideas. We are considering using it
to depict certain aspects of the
Aliran philosophy.
Equally significant is the endeavour to introduce music and drama
as vehicles for raising social consciousness. In other places, both
music and drama have played a
crucial role in reaching out to even
th'e illiterate and ignorant segments
of society. There is tremendous
potential in our coutnry for, making
people more conscious of what
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justice means , what freedom entails,
what unity signifies through these
avenues. We are going to make a
modest start next year.
Yet another new activity linked
in a way to all that we have discussed and yet specific enough to
warrant sepl!rate attention is the
Children's Education programme.
The importance of this cannot be
over-emphasised. How to develop
empathy for freedom, justice and
compassion and how to create
antipathy towards racial bigotry,
greed and selfishness among young
Malaysians of all communities
through stories, songs, dances, pantomimes and the like would be one
of our main challenges.
From what has been said, it
should be apparent that a great
deal is being planned for the future.
In the last 6 months, a number of
our members have been actively
involved in working out the details
of all these programmes. They will
be implemented in a systematic,
orderly manner depending upon the
resources available within and the
leeway provided without.

Indeed, the question of resources is an important one.
How will Aliran organise all
these new activities given its
limited finances?
As you know, Aliran has hitherto
been compi.tely self-reliant. Apart
from subscriptions and donations
from members, our main sources of
revenue are through the sale of our
books, pamphlets, the quarterly
and tapes, on the one hand , and
donations from the Malaysian
public, on the other. We have
never asked for assistance from
external sources - be they international agencies, private foundations or private individuals.
We had managed quite well partly because our activities were
limited, partly because we did
not maintain an office, paid staff
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and the like. More important , work
which other organisations have to
pay for were all done on a voluntary basis. Without this sacrifice
on the part of a number of our
members , Aliran would never have
secured its self-reliant strength.
With the envisaged expansion in
membership and the multiplication
of activities, we can no longer rely
upon our own resources. We need
to set up a couple of offices, to
pay honoraria to voluntary staff.
We need money to launch our new
programmes in audio-visual education and the performing arts which
I outlined a while ago. For some of
these activities, we will have to
obtain assistance from foreign
sources. However, we recognise that
we'll have to be extremely scrupulous about this. This is why the executive committee of Aliran has laid
down certain guidelines on foreign
assistance. They are as follows:{i) It must be aid without strings
attached
(ii) It must be confined to particular purposes or particular
projects.
(iii) It should be directed towards
projects that generate income
and would eventually lead to
selfreliance
{iv) It should not lead to dependence
(v) It should only be for a period
of time.
(vi) It should be from diverse
sources
(vii) It will be reviewed from time
to time.
We are confident that these
guiding principles will help ensure
that Aliran preserves its independence and integrity.

Finally, if the social situation
evolves in the way that it has
been analysed in your September Interview, how do you see
Aliran S years from now, based
upon its new programmes and
activities?
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It is always very difficult to predict how a movement will develop.
Nonetheless if all goes well in the
next few years, Aliran could have
some of the following characteristics.

(i) It would be numerically
much stronger with perhaps
500 to 700 members all over
the countrY
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(ii)

This would also mean that
there would be Aliran centres
in different parts of the land

(iii)

The membership would be
much more diversified with a
substantial portion of it
coming from the lower strata
of society

(iv)

It would also be very multiethnic

(v)

As a result of all this, there
would be greater use of
Bahasa in Aliran 's communication with the general public

(vi) A lot of its publications
would be directed towards
mass consumption . though
the intellectual dimension
would also be reinforced at
the same time through serious
writings
(vii) Through its new non-literary
activities, its social education
programmes will develop a
wider following and this in
tum will result in the more
rapid dissemination of a new
consciousness.
All in all then at the end of the
next 5 years , Aliran should be seen
as a significant 'alternative society'
movement in a country which, at
that time, would be more conscious
of the need for change. We should
emerge as a powerful stream (aliran)
giving life and hope to an intellectually arid land.
This should be the aim of each
and every Aliran member. Let us
pray that it will become the goal
of each and every Malaysian too. O

BERNAMA AND BAD NEWS
continued from page 9

necessary at all when the publishers
can be controlled through other
"strong" laws as the Internal
Security Act , Sedition Act, apart
from libel law. Even the existing
Control of Imported Publications
Act is said to be sufficient
to "discipline" foreign publications.
Has there been a case of publication
that had published writings that
disrupted public order or morals?
Has there been a.foreign publisher
who ran away from a Malaysian
court?
What's needed now is for the
government to allow and create an
atmosphere in which the press is
encouraged to practise "serious"
investigative
and
development
journalism, as well as provide a
better forum for debate on issues
of local, national and international
significance. The press needs to be
strengthened in its journalistic
approach, principles and practi~,
by being given more freedom to

_

Besides, it would also augur well
for the "open and Liberal" policy
of the present administration to
review the annual permit requirement (KDN) in order to print and
publish local publications, the
Control of Imported Publications
Act and other related laws.
In the meantime, one wonders
whether all these recent events (and
the likes of them in the future)
could eventually lead to Malaysians
experiencing an information menopause instead of information
overflow - after initially going
through some periods of cautious
openness and guarded freedom. D

WORK, PRODUCTIVITY AND ETHICS
continued from page 23

However, when we talk of loyalty
to the management, it tends to
become an ideology of undemocratic control and exploitation of
workers. The promotion of ethics
in relation to productivity should
be in the spirit of helping individuals to be self-creative and spiritually strong. It should lead to the
development of a just socioeconomic system and a just and
democratic society in general.

Conclusion
To conclude, let me say that I
am not against the campaign of
hard work and productivity. What I
am against is hard work and productivity as an ideology of extreme
labour control and exploitation in
general. The campaign should not
result in workers becoming more
and more dependent on the
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....

responsibly inquire, caution, offer
alternatives and lead society, with
commitment to the road of justice,
freedom, dignity and national
development. This would also go a
long way towards improving press
credibility.

management. As we know, slaves
are totally dependent on their
owners for survival and security, if
there is any . Thus making workers
totally dependent on the management for economic, social, and
psychological security is in fact
enslaving them. "Enslaving" is
dehumanizing, whatever form it
may be.
The constructive way to improve
productivity is to improve the
working conditions, both physical
and social, so that the workers can
find their work meaningful, creative
and fulfilling. In short, productivity
~ould be pursued in the spirit of
freedom for workers and liberation
of man from exploitation. It should
not be concerned with output only
but should also be concerned with
ensuring that work is conducted
"in conditions of human dignity
and freedom" . D
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CURRENT COMMENTS
A/iron's complete statements to the Press made during the preceding quarter.

CORRUPTIONCUSTOMS AND
IMMIGRATION
DEPARTMENTS
t is commendable that the
I government
is' making an earnest

effort to curb corruption among
customs and immigration employees serving at exit and entry
points in the country. The measures
announced by the Deputy Prime
Minister, Datuk Musa Hitam - if
properly implemented - should
produce some results.
However, Aliran is doubtful if an
internal checking _system will work
in situations where corruption has
become a well-organised art which
permeates all levels of a particular
governmental structure. For in such
situations, there is a common
interest on preserving the practice
since most of those concerned
benefit from its perpetuation.
It would perhaps be much more
effective if teams of anti-graft investigators are seconded to corruption
prone departments for periods of
time. Their work should be given as
much publicity as possible in the
press. In particular, the prosecution
of dignitaries or their wives or other
relatives attempting to smuggle
goods or evade duties should be
brought to public attention. For
the determination to apply the law
without discrimination will convince society as a whole that the
government is genuinely committed
to the elimination of corruption.
This, in itself, will, to some extent,
deter people from indulging in
corrupt practices.
More important, the Prevention
of Corruption Act 1961 should be
amended so that any public servant
who maintains a standard of living
above that which is commensurate
with his salary or is in control of
money or property disproportionate to his salary shall be
deemed guilty of corruption unless he can give a satisfactory
explanation to the court.
Such legislation on corruption
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which is linked to incomes and
life-styles exists in a number of
places including Hong Kong. Anyone with some knowledge of
happenings in customs, immigration
and other enforcement agencies will
realise the relevance of such a law
in combating corruption.
Dr. Chandra Muzaffar,
President

21st September, 1983.

SUSPENSION OF
NADI INSAN'S KON
is concerned over the
A liran
Ministry of Home Affairs'

suspension of the KDN of the
Bahasa Malaysia monthly - Nadi
Insan. The suspension is for 3
months effective from 1st October
1983.
Since the suspension appears to
have been caused by articles in the
monthly pertaining to political
affairs in the Southeast Asian
region, Aliran wonders whether the
Ministry is of the view that private
groups should not advocate positions on happenings in other
countries which are different from
the government's own stand. If this
is so then it is apparent that there
is no real appreciation of democratic practices. For in a democracy
citizens have every right to analyse
and interpret an event in another
society on the basis of their own
understanding of the situation.
If Nadi Insan got its facts wrong
or if its interpretations were flawed,
the Ministry could have asked the
Monthly to present the correct
picture. This is what one expects of
a government that professes to be
'open' and 'liberal'. An open and
liberal government will not be
afraid of dialogue and discussion
with groups that hold dissenting
views.
What is even more regrettable,
the Ministry of Home Affairs has
not even bothered to explain how
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and why Nadi Insan's articles
affected adversely the Government's relations with other governments. The unwillingness to give
reasons for its decisions suggests
that there is hardly any understanding of the concept of public
accountability. For when a magazine that is read by the public is
suspended, it is only proper that
the people are given a full and
detailed explanation.
It is the use of governmental
power in this manner that compels
us to ask whether freedom of
expression itself is in jeopardy.
Does the action against Nadi Insan
signal the beginning of a series of
even more stringent controls over
magazines and newspapers? It is
possible to argue that the government faced with a deteriorating
economy is about to impose severe
curbs
upon
legitimate soci;J
criticism in order to perpetuate its
own dominant position.
Herein lies the significance of
the suspension of Nadi Insan's
KDN. This is why though we do
not agree with Nadi Insan's presentation of certain issues Aliran is
convinced nonetheless that the
suspension should be lifted in the
interest of justice and freedom . The
public would then be assured that
dissent has a legitimate place in
Malaysian society.
Executive Committee

27th September, 1983.

THE READING HABIT
welcomes the concern of
A liran
the Deputy Prime Minister,

Datuk Musa Hitam that Malaysians
read very little. Datuk Musa
Hitam's
comments show the
seriousness of the lack of an intellectual tradition among Malaysians.
It is important that Malaysians
cultivate reading habits for it is
through reading that we can
increase our knowledge and develop
critical thinking as well as con-
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society and mankind as a whole .
The government as well as all
organizations in the country can
help to promote more reading
among Malaysians. For example,
there should be more libraries in
the country so that both the urban
and rural people have easy access to
them. The libraries should be upto-date in its acquisitions. This is
especially important in view of the
fact that nowadays books have
become so expensive that many
Malaysians can hardly afford to buy
them.
The government should allocate
sufficient budget for building and
maintaining
libraries.
Private
organizations
and
individuals
should also be encouraged to
donate money or books to agencies
which want to build libraries. For a
start, there should be at least one
public library in each big and small
town. Existing libraries which are
poorly run should be improved.
The government should look into
the possibility of building children's
libraries too throughout Malaysia.
The one in Taman Dr. Ismail (Kuala
Lumpur), for example, is a good
one. It not only cultivates reading
habits among children (pre-school
and school children), but also promotes social interaction between
children and parents of different
ethnic groups.
In schools, students should be
encouraged to read publications
other than their text-books. They
should be encouraged to borrow
books from either school libraries
or public libraries. Of equal, if not
more importance, is the role of
parents at home. The habit of
reading can be cultivated in the
family . It is not sufficient for
parents to buy books for children,
the parents themselves have to be
interested in reading. In fact it is
necessary for the parents to be
disciplined. How can they expect
the children to read much if the
parents are themselves addicted to
watching
video-television
programmes?
The use of mass-media is also
important in the promotion of
reading habits. Some of the radio
and television programs should
cater for this kind of campaign. The
newspapers can play an important
role too. For example, some of our
dailies have a small section on book
reviews once a week. Perhaps all
papers should have a column on
reading on a more frequent basis,
a column not only for introducing
books but also for readers to

comment or even debate on what
they have read.
The promotion of reading means
also the promotion of more original
writings by Malaysians themselves.
In order to promote this, the
government should never restrict
the freedom to express through
writing. Freedom of Press, for
example, is crucial for people to
have faith in their dailies to keep up
their interest in reading. There
should be no restriction on the
publications of magazines and
journals for these are important
reading materials for the public.
Malaysians should also have access
to foreign publications. The government should ne*r restrict this
freedom of access to information,
whether local or foreign, by introducing undemocratic policies.
Aliran welcomes Datuk Musa
Hitam's call for more reading
materials in Malay as well as
improving the standard of translation.
Nevertheless,
providing
reading materials in Malay should
not be seen as replacing English
materials. It is only sensible to
regard English as our second
language since it is a world
language. It is therefore desirable
that Malaysians can read English
publications and there is no better
way to improve this ability than
reading English books and magazines. The ability to read English
will allow Malaysians to have direct
access to all fields of knowledge
(e.g. modern technology, philosophy etc.) from overseas.
There should be more translation of non-Malay works into
Bahasa Malaysia. The works selected for translation should not be
Western works only but should also
include important works from all
over the world. In fact, there is a
greater need to translate nonEnglish works (e.g. those in Arabic,
Chinese, Indian, Thai etc.) into
Bahasa Malaysia. More local nonMalay works (e.g. local Chinese and
Indian literature) should also be
translated as this will help to promote greater understanding between
different ethnic groups in Malaysia.
Aliran is also concerned with the
finding that "the higher the qualifi- ·
cation of Malaysians, the fewer
books they read". One wonders if
our educational system has produced people who are largely not
interested in reading. The government should also examine if some
of its policies have directly or
indirectly contributed to this
unpleasant phenomenon of not
much reading. Has the intellectual
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development of civil servants been
taken into consideration in staff
training schemes? Is promotion in
the universities really based on
academic achievements? In other
words, we should also examine our
institutional systems to see if they
really contribute to the development of an intellectual tradition in
this country.
Dr. Tan Chee Beng
Exco Member

27th September, 1983.

BANK BUMIPUTRA
SCANDAL
denial by former Bank
T heBumiputra
Chairman, Tan Sri

Kamarul Ariffin, of any knowledge
of the huge loans given by Bumiputra Malaysia Finance (BMF) to
property groups in Hong Kong
underscores the imperative need for
an independent Royal Commission
of Inquiry which will try to establish the truth about the BMF
scandal. Aliran had in fact asked
the government to set up a Commission of Inquiry six months ago.
Only if there is an independent
inquiry will insinuations and allegations com.e to an end. Only then
will the public cease to believe
rumours about Bank Bumiputra
officials and government leaders
which have begun to tarnish their
image. An independent inquiry will
provide an opportunity for everyone involved directly or indirectly
in the BMF affair to defend himself
in the open.
Most of all, it is only an independent inquiry which will provide the
public with full access to all the
relevant information. The public
has a right to know as it is their
money that has been misused.
Besides, Bank Bumiputra is no
ordinary bank. A national corporation, the Permodalan Nasional
Berhad (PNB), is its major shareholder. The Bank's activities are
supposed to be closely monitored
by Bank Negara and the Ministry
of Finance. Surely this gives the
public an even greater right to
demand a full and frank account of
what happened.
In this connection, Aliran commends the Prime Minister for revealing some of the misdemeanours
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com~itted by Bank Bumiputra
officials. But a lot remains to be
clarified. It is legitimate to ask the
following questions for instance:
1) How much was given out as
loans by BMF to the three
prop_erty groups in Hong Kong,
Carnan, Eda and Kevin Hsu?
Did the lending follow esta·blished banking rules and
procedures?
2) Was giving out loans in a
foreign property market part of
Bank
Bumiputra's
lending
policy at that time?
3) Who approved the loans? Were
there extraneous factors that
influenced the transactions?
4) Did Bank Negara have prior
knowledge of these loans? Why
didn't Bank Negara keep tabs
on what was going on?
5) If it is true that consultancy
fees were paid to the Bank's
directors in connection with
the _loan transaction, isn't it
possible to take action on
this based upon the Banking
Act and the Companies Act?
6) Since it is alleged ·that the
Chairman and Board of Directors of the Bank at that time
may not even have beeri aware
of the nature and extent of
loans transacted, shouldn't the
government find out if information was concealed from or
misrepresented to, the Boa'.rd?
Wo~ld that be a basis for legal
action? How could the Prime
Minister preclude legal action
wiU_1out first undertaking a
thorough investigation?
This is why there is a need for
an independent inquiry. It would
be sad if we have to depend upon
the Carrian trial in Hong Kong or a
Hong Kong based financial newspaper to reveal the whole trutli to
the people.
Indeed, if it had not been for
that newspaper Malaysians would
still be in the dark about the BMF
scandal in Hong Kong.
Mohammad Osman Ibrahim,
Treasurer

14th October, 1983.

AMENDMENTS TO THE
OFRCIAL SECRETS ACT
A liran
views with grave concern
the amendments to the
Official Secrets Act 1972 passed by
the Dewan Rakyat two days ago.
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First the new definition of
"foreign agent" in the amendments
is so wide and ambiguous that it
can include almost any person.
A definition by its very nature has
to be precise and accurate. To
define a "foreign agent" as "any
person who is or has been or is
re~onably suspected of being or
having been employed by a foreign
country or any organisation . ... "
is to provide the authorities with
the sort of scope for arbitrary interpretation, that can lead so easily to
abuse of power.
Second the amendments would
also ~ave the effect of discouraging
pubhc servants and Malaysians as a
whole from expressing their views
about the actions of the state for
fear that it may be construed as
providing information to others. In
this way, it would be possible for
the authorities to prevent the
general public from being informed
of serious misdeeds within the
bureaucracy. If these amendments
become law, would the AuditorGeneral who is after all a public
servant be able to talk freely to the
press about administrative mismanagement? Isn't it conceivable
that certain government documents
which may suggest corruption or
misappropriation of funds would be
convt:miently concealed from public
scrutiny through the operation of
these amendments? This danger is
all the greater when we realise that
under section 30A of the Act the
minister can now classify al{nost
any information as secret.
What is sad is that for a government that professes to uphold
ethical values, there does not seem
to be any appreciation of the need
to defend truth and justice even if
it is at the expense of the narrow
interests of the state. This is why in
certain countries today even the
very concept of "official secrets" is
being subjected to review. For
when fundamental values and
principles are involved, the people
have a right to know.
Nevertheless, Aliran recognises
the need for some form of legal
~afeguard against spying and the
importance of control over highly
confidential information pertaining
to international relations and
national security. For these reasons
Aliran supports the call to replace
the Official Secrets Act with a
Prevention. of Espionage Act and a
Confidential
Information
Act
respectively.
Dr. Chandra Muzaffar,
President

21st October, 1983.
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AMENDMENTS TO
THE 1976 LEGAL
PROFESSION ACT
e in Aliran are very much

W concerned about several
amendments made to the Legal

Profession Act recently because
they _can ll:ndermine the credibility
and integrity of the Bar Council.
First, the amendment to Section
42 of the Act stipulates that the
Malaysian Bar shall, "when requested so to do, express its views on
matters affecting legislation and the
administration and practice of the
law ·in Malaysia". This means that
the views of the Bar Council on the
said matters are not necessarily
welcome.
We feel that the Bar Council
should be permitted to give good
counsel to the government whether
requested to do so or not.
Second, the amendment to
Section 5 of the Act has now
re1;11oved the need for the Qualifying Board (that decides the entry
qualification to the legal profession) to advise the Bar Council and
thus making the former now the
sole authority which will determine
the qualifications required of a
person to be qualified and to
provide courses, instructions and
examinations for this purpose.
In other words, the Bar Council
which represents some 1 400
!awyers in Peninsular Malaysia' and
is concerned about the highest
standards in the profession is now
made irrelevant and unwant~d. This
is a sad phenomenon for a society
that professes to seek excellence
but refuses to get professional
advice.
Third, the amendment to Section 7 of the Act has reduced the
Bar's representation from four to
one with only the Bar Council
Cha!rman on the Qualifying Board
(which now consists of five
members). What's needed and
appropriate is that the Board
should comprise seven persons with
the Bar Council holding three seats.
This would contribute to a
meaningful representation of the
Bar Council.
. Fourth, the Attorney General is
given too much power with the
amendment to Section 77 of the
Act in which the Bar Council may
only make rules regulating the
profession after acquiring his
approval.
A question surfaces here as to
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why the rules and regulations
of an association should be deter·
mined by someone outside the Bar,
who doesn't need to be a member
at all . Moreover, by virtue of his
position as a public servant, the
Attorney General is not even
accountable directly to Parliament.
An aspect of the existing Act
that needs attention is Section
46A which makes it difficult for
the young advocate or solicitor who
has not been in the profession for
at least seven years to become a
member of the Bar Council, a Bar
Committee or any Committee of
the Bar Council.
This would discourage and
prevent the young members from
having the opportunity to express
ideas and participate to the better·
ment of the legal profession. This is
also unhealthy for a society that
expects meaningful contributions
from its young members.
All this points out to the fact
that consultation, a cornerstone of
democracy, is a general right of all
citizens in public affairs, but more
so in areas affecting their profes·
sional interests and expertise .
Mustafa K . Anuar
Secr etary

22nd October, 1983 .

THE 1984 BUDGET
could have
T hedone1984moreBudget
in 3 areas -

reducing our dependence upon the
world economy and increasing self·
reliance; eradicating poverty and
narrowing income gaps; controlling
unnecessary public expenditure and
curbing financial mismanagement.
Dependence and self-reliance
To start with, Aliran welcomes
some of the measures taken by the
government to reduce dependence.
The imposition of heavy duties on
111 imported items related to food,
clothes and building materials will
provide some encouragement for
the development of local industries
in certain areas. Also, since many of
the items concerned are used by the
well-to-do, it will help curb luxury
consumption to some extent. The
other move which will also compel
our manufacturers and traders to
use our own facilities is the $100/·
tax per trip on lorries crossing the
causeway to Singapore. Fuller

utilisation
of
domestic
port
facilities will increase our revenue
as a whole. However, it is important
that the efficiency of our own ports
is also upgraded at the same time . A
third proposal which will also boost
local business is the abolition of
duties on pocket calculators and
video-tapes.
What is regrettable is that the
government has not come out with
any specific proposals or special
programmes on increasing our self·
reliance in crucial segments of the
national economy. Self-reliance in
food production should have been
incorporated in the budget as a
long-term goal. We still spend about
3 billion ringgi importing food
from abroad. Similarly, there is no
indication of any attempt to reduce
our dependence on pharmaceutical
imports which cost us 200 million
ringgit every year.
Our endeavour to be self-reliant
is, in a sense, adversely affected
by the budget's continued emphasis
upon exports. This is borne out
clearly by the move to abolish the
export tax on local fruits. The
abolition could cause a fruit
shortage in the country and
increase prices considerably.
If we want to reduce depen·
dence upon external market forces
beyond our control, we must re·
orientate production to meet
domestic needs before anything
else. The danger of depending upon
the world economy is further
underlined by our very heavy
reliance upon the export of elec·
tronic
components.
Electronic
goods, in fact, constitute the most
important element in our manufacturing exports. But , then the
electronic industry itself is very
much in the hands of foreign multi·
national corporations.
Even the industrial master plan
announced in the budget does not
show that manufacturing would
henceforth be directed primarily
towards the local market. If it fails
to do this, the expensive infra·
structure development that is
envisaged will in no way help to
achieve economic resilience.
Poverty and Income gaps
As with the question of depen·
dence, the 1984 budget does give
some attention to the poor. It
continues to provide subsidies to
fishermen, padi farmers and rubber
smallholders. All in all, 1. 9 million
ringgit is provided for anti-poverty
projects. Money has also been
allocated for infrastructural facilities in the rural areas. This includes
143 million for rural roads, 90
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million for rural electrification and
64 million for rural water supply
schemes. At the same time, assis·
tance is to be given to small and
medium-sized businesses.
In spite of all this, it is pertinent
to observe that the budget has not
even come to grips with some of
the persistent causes of poverty:
uneconomic padi and rubber small·
holdings, a marketing and credit
system dominated by middle-men
and monopolies, the extraction of
rural surplus by the rich. If the
budget had at least provided incen·
tives and financial support for the
establishment of cooperatives it
would have taken a step in the right
direction.
Indeed, with the rate of un·
employment expected to increase
from 5.2% to 6% this year, the
situation of the poor is bound to
worsen. Besides the allocation for
social services is being cut. Housing
is being reduced by 45% education
by 30%. The cut in the allocation
for housing in particular is going to
hit the poor hard. Only 340 million
ringgit has been allocated for public
low-cost housing.
While the poor will find the
going tough, the rich will continue
to be protected. The raising of the
exemption level of estate duty on
the property of a deceased person
from 300,000 ringgit to 600,000
ringgit will in fact help the proper·
tied. Similarly, the unwillingness to
check the profits of the big corn·
panies only serves to widen the gap
between the rich and poor.
Public Expenditure and financial
mismanagement
It is commendable that the
government plans to reduce the
expenditure for defence and inter·
nal security. Their total allocation
now is 3,255 million or about 16%
of the operating expenditure
compared to 22% last year. Huge
allocations for defence and internal
security are certainly inimical to
the genuine interests of the people.
However, some of the other
reductions, especially in the social
services, as we have noted, will
generate negative consequences for
the populace as a whole. There are,
on the other hand, certain areas of
the economy which should have
been subjected to cuts. The lucrative allowances and other perks of
ministers and top public servants
should have been reduced drasti·
cally. Public expenditure could
have also been trimmed down if
the government undertook to
review and rationalize the roles of
all state agencies and corporations
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involved in developmental programmes. Many of them duplicate
activities which drain the nation's
revenue.
At the same time, there must be
a serious attempt to re-appraise
some of the Heavy Industries Corporation (HICOM) projects. While
there is a need to develop a strong
industrial base, it is doubtful if
some of the projects like the
Aerobus, the Made-in-Malaysia car
and the Penang Bridge will bring
direct benefits to the vast majority
of the people.
Instead
of
pursuing
such
projects, the government should try
to stimulate the economy through
those activities which will broaden
and strengthen both the productive
base and the consumptive sector of
society. Food 'production, manufacturing industries related to the
needs of the majority and a massive
public housing programme are some
examples of such activities.
It is particularly important that
the government begins to re:
orientate the economy in this
direction. For the recession that
confronts us is not about to end.
Besides, our present fiscal policies
have increased our national debts
to such an extent that debt
servicing is now the biggest
expenditure. 4.8 billion goes into
debt servicing. In fact, it represents
a 22% increase over last year.
The total Federal Government
debt of 50.3 billion ringgit is one of
the big burdens that the people will
have to bear in 1984.
Executive Committee

24th October, 1983.

BANK BUMIPUTRA
SCANDAL:
A COMMISSION
OF INQUIRY
is pleased to learn that
A liran
the government is considering

sary delay can be harmful to the
interests of the people.
~ this connection, Aliran feels
that a White Paper - which is also
being considered by the government is not the proper way of
getting at the root of the Bank
- Bumiputra scandal. The scope and
manner of investigation that precedes the preparation of a white
paper will not be known to the
public. Since a white paper is
essentially a bureaucratic response
to a public matter, it is quite conceivable that the entire truth will
not be revealed. A white paper can
be used to whitewash the issue.
This is why Aliran would like to
insist upon the establishment of a
truly independent Royal Commission of Inquiry. A Commission of
Inquiry has certain obvious advantages over a white paper.
First, a government which wants
to retain its credibility with the
public will ensure that the Commission comprises individuals whose
integrity and impartiality are
beyond question.
Second, since the terms of
reference of the Commission will be
made known to the public, its
scope and manner of investigation
can be subjected to scrutiny.
Third, since a Commission of
Inquiry can hold public hearings,
the people will be constantly
informed of what is going on. In
this way, there would be less
opportunity for concealing or
camouflaging the truth.
Finally, since a Royal Commission of Inquiry would be directly
responsible to the Yang DiPertuan
Agong, it should feel freer to
conduct a thorough investigation.
For theoretically, the commission
will not be under the control of the
government.
As a reflection of public interest
in an independent inquiry, Aliran
would like tQapropose that either
the
Auditor~General, Tan Sri
Ahmad Noordin or the President of
the Industrial Court, Datuk Harun
Hashim heads the Commission.
Dr. Chandra Muzaffar
President

24th October, 1983.

setting up a Royal Commission of
Inquiry to investigate the Bank
Bumiputra scandal.
It is hoped that the Yang DiPertuan Agong will be advised to
appoint the Commission immediately, without wasting any more
time. For in matters involving
justice and integrity any unneces-

ALI RAN QUARTERLY VOL. 3 No. 4

36

NEED FOR LOCAL
RESEARCH
IN SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY
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welcomes the call by the
A liran
Prime
Minister for
the

development of scientists and technologists as made recently during
the opening of Universiti Teknologi
Malaysia's
electrical
science
museum. It is true that we need to
develop the level of scientific
research in the country as well as
the pool of scientific talent
available - particularly in technologies which are compatible with
the local · physical · and socioeconomic situation.
Yet despite the need for a sound
domestic base in science and technology it is sad to note that our
researchers are not allocated sufficient funds. In 1981 for instance,
just $3.6 million was allocated for
University research - an amount
which may not even be enough in
certain cases, to build a house.
With insufficient funding for
research and development we
cannot carry out the necessary
basic researches. Yet fundamental
local research is a necessity before
we can hope to change from an
economy dependent upon the
export of primary products to
industrial nations to an economy
much more self-sufficient and
providing for the nation's needs
(food for example) and much less
susceptible to recession whenever
foreign demand for local products
weakens.
Fundamental research does not
mean reinvestigating areas which
have long been covered and understood. But if carried out, it must be
with the aim of meeting our own
development
needs first.
For
instance, expensive chemical fertilizers is not the only way to fight
agricultural pests. Research into
resistant strains of plant or the
possibility of introducing a specific
predator to attack a particular plant
or animal pest can provide the
means for safer biological control
of pests in farming. Researching
alternative low cost sources of
energy or the use of locally
available building material would be
other areas of scientific development which can be undertaken for
mass consumption needs.
At the same time local research
work would have to be cognizant
of the various possible negative
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side effects which could be expected to arise based on observations
of the effects of existing technologies. Environmental pollution is an
obvious example. Rather than
depend on 'transfered technology'
which is not normally developed
with the aim of minimising pollution we could undertake research
into technologies which not only
prevent pollution but also find new
uses for waste products. It is
possible for example, to make
nylon from the waste by-products
of petroleum .
Above all our research into the
use of science must be based on a
philosophy that does justice to the
human being. It has to be remembered that technology is far from
being the ultimate and most wholesome expression of the human
personality.
The
exponential
growth of technological knowledge
of the last few centuries and
particularly the recent decades is
liable to throw up the misconcep·
tion that the total person derives
only from his powers of intellect,
the self-same resource that science
and technology draws upon. This is
a dangerous perspective for while
recent centuries have offered
immense advances in technology
the same cannot be said for the
improvement and sustenance of
wisdom , spirituality and ethics.
For instance improvements in the
conduct of social affairs do not
match up to improvements in technology. In fact the growth of the
latter is often attended by the
retardation of the former. This is
why if a comprehensive research
programme is to be undertaken it
will have to be done to meet mass
development needs and not the
wants of an elite class in society the same wants that are serviced
also by the fruits of 'technology
transfer.'
Tong Veng Wye
Exco Member

25th October, 1983.

INTERNATIONAL
LAWLESSNESS
condemns the recent
A liran
invasion of Grenada by U.S.

troops as a disgraceful act of international lawlessness. There was no
justification whatsoever for a world

superpower to use its military
might in this manner against a
nation about the size of Penang
Island.
No American lives had been lost,
no hostages had been taken nor any
American citizen arrested, prior to
the invasion. In fact the new regime
had guaranteed the safety of
Americans in Grenada, which
guarantee the American government arrogantly chose to disbelieve.
For the U.S. to claim that they
acted to help restore democratic
rule in Grenada is a transparent
excuse, for the U.S. has never been
averse to propping up harsh totalitarian regimes in Central and South
America so long ,,p.s such regimes
remained vocal supporters of U.S.
political interests.
The invasion of Grenada must
surely be the most shameful
episode in American foreign policy
since the Second World War. Even
Western allies of the U.S. such as
France and the Netherlands have
expressed condemnation of the
U.S. invasion.
Aliran calls for the immediate
withdrawal of all U.S. troops from
Grenada so as to allow the Grena·
dians to decide their own political
future . As a founder-member of the
United Nations, the U.S. must bear
a special responsibility for ensuring
the settlement of international disputes by peaceful means.
Gan Teik Chee
Assistant Secretary

30th October, 1983 .

ANOTHER CALL R>R
AN INDEPENDENT
INQUIRY
is disappointed that the
A liran
government is still unwilling

to establish an independent Royal
Commission of Inquiry into the
Bank Bumiputra scandal - in spite
of persistent pleas from numerous
groups and individuals.
So far the Auditor-General, the
Bar
Council,
the
Selangor
Graduates Society, the Consumers
Association of Penang, the Democratic Action Party, the Socialist
Democratic Party, the Parti Sosialis
Rakyat
Malaya
(PSRM),
the
Secretary-General of the Barisan
Nasional, an UMNO Youth Exco
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member and a few UMNO divisions
have called for an open inquiry.
In this connection, it may be noted
that the leader of the Parliamentary
Opposition, Saudara Lim Kit Siang
in particular has continued voicing
the feelings of the rakyat through
his incessant demand for the
establishment of an independent
inquiry into Bumiputra Malaysia
Finance Berhad's financial dealings
in Hong Kong way back in
February 1983. We have repeated
the request a number of times since
then.
The government cannot claim to
be 'clean, trustworthy and efficient'
and yet ignore public opinion on
such a crucial matter. If it is clean,
it will have nothing to fear from an
open inquiry. If it is trustworthy, it
will not hide anything from public
scrutiny. If it is efficient, it will use
the most efficient method of
getting to the root of the scandal
- namely through an independent
commission of inquiry.
It is wrong to suggest that open
inquiries and exposures are Western
practices. There is nothing Western
or Eastern about an independent
commission of inquiry which is
essentially an impartial means of
uncovering the truth about a
serious public controversy. As a
procedure of investigation it is
widely
used
in
democratic
countries.
If instead of establishing an
independent
commission
the
government decides to conduct an
internal inquiry it will suffer
irreversible loss of credibility. For
an internal inquiry in a scandal that
involves government ministries and
public agencies will be seen, rightly
or wrongly, as an attempt to cover
up. Besides, wouldn't the government be embarrassed if an internal
inquiry conceals what the George
Tan trial in Hong Kong may reveal
in the next few weeks?
This is why it is in the government's own interest to set up an
independent
Commission
of
Inquiry
comprising
individuals
whose integrity is publicly acknowledged.
The Executive Committee

9th November, 1983.
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AN INDEPENDENT
COMMISSION OF
INQUIRY
regrets the spate of calls
A liran
for a White Paper on the

Bumiputra Malaysia Finance (BMF)
loan scandal. The latest call comes
from amongst others, the UMNO
youth leader, Encik Anuar Ibrahim.
It would appear that various
quarters are either unaware of the
ineffective nature of a White Paper,
or are plotting a course which
would result in, information being
with'held from the public.
A White Paper, which is in
reality a Government exercise, is
most improper particularly as
government ministries and public
agencies appear to be involved. A
White Paper would be a means by
which the hard facts of the scandal
could be kept from the public. We
have all the more reason to doubt
the reliability of a White Paper, in
the light of the · Government's
attempt to control the use of
documents by Hong Kong police, in

their investigations of the Carrian
Case.
This is why Aliran would like to
once again insist upon the establishment of a truly independent Royal
Commission of Inquiry. A Commission of Inquiry has certain obvious
advantages over a White Paper.
First, terms of reference of a
Commission of Inquiry would be
made public. Thus the scope and
manner of investigation could be
subject to scrutiny by all concerned
members of the public. This is in
contrast to a White Paper, where
the scope and manner of the investigation that precede it, are not
made known to the public.
Second, in the case of a Commission of Inquiry, public hearings are
held and people can be constantly
informed of the progress of the
Inquiry. This is in contrast to a
White Paper, where investigations
are carried out behind 'closed
doors' and only the final approved
'version' is made public.
Third, in the case of a Commission of Inquiry as opposed to a
White Paper, members of the public
can come forward on their own
initiative to submit their views as

well as to volunteer information on
the matter concerned.
Finally, as a Commission of
Inquiry has to submit its findings
direct to Parliament, it will not be
under complete control of the
executive and as such would be
freer to conduct a thorough investigation.
For all the above stated reasons,
an Independent Royal Commission
of Inquiry represents not just
another option to be considered,
but the only option open to a clean
and trustworthy Government. The
case for an Independent Inquiry
has been strengthened considerably
by the position taken by no less a
public personality than the Auditor
General, who clearly stated his
preference for a Royal Commission
over a White Paper.
Anything less than an Independent Royal Commission of Inquiry
would be seen rightly by the public
as an attempt to keep them in the
dark.
Rajendran Devaraj,
Exco Member

16th November, 1983.

Some of the Penang members heard a talk on "ASEAN as a viable entity" by Dr. Johan Abduallah in midOctober as part of the programme of the Penang Study-club. And the KL Study-club too had its own sessions.

I
Martin
(CAP).
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Pendapata
Pekerjaan:
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The Fraternity bureau held a get-together for new members in late October at Chandra's place.
The Publication bureau has just produced yet another book, "The Thean Teik Story : The Other Side of
Development". As far as the Bahasa Malaysia monthly goes, the bureau is still waiting for an answer from the KDN
(Home Affairs Ministry) people. The KDN people's reply is also urgently needed with regards the bureau's plan to
change the Aliran Quarterly to a monthly.
Under the Public Communication bureau programme, some Aliran members met representatives of the Star
newspaper and those of the Penang State branch of Gerakan.
In view of the Constitutional crisis, Aliran felt that there's a pressing need to explain the controversial issue
to the people so as to dispel whatever confusion they might have. The result being the publication of the newsletterlike "Constitutional Crisis and Democracy". It is sold for 70 cents a copy.
As regards membership, Aliran now has a total of 94.
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IMPLIKASI KEMEROSOTAN
EKONOMI
Martin Khor Kok Peng

Martin Khor Kok Peng ialah Pengarah Penyelidikan, Persatuan Pengguna-Pengguna Pulau Pinang
(CAP). Rencana mz mengandungi petikan-petikan dari bukunya "Ekonomi Malaysia dan
Kemerosotan" ( 1983 ).
Pendapatan, Taraf Hidup dan
Pekerjaan:

Resessi
telah
meninggalkan
kesannya terhadap pendapatan dan
gunatenaga sebahagian besar daripada penduduk Malaysia . Kejatuhan secara besar-besaran dalam
harga getah telah mengurangkan
pendapatan
500,000
keluarga
pekebun
kecil
dan
100,000
keluarga estet (yang upah mereka
adalah ditentukan sebahagiannya
oleh tingkat harga getah). Pengeluarpengeluar
kecil
menghadapi
beberapa masalah seperti harga
yang lebih rendah untuk hasil
mereka, kos pengeluaran yang lebih
tinggi dan harga-harga runcit yang
lebih tinggi untuk barang-barang
yang mereka gunakan. Sebenarnya,
dalam Januari, 1983 pendapatan
benar pekebun-pekebun kecil telah
menghampiri tingkat rendah yang
terdapat dalam November 1974
bilamana beribu-ribu pekebun kecil
telah mengadakan suatu tunjuk
perasaan di Baling untuk menarik
perhatian
kerajaan
kepada
kesukaran mereka . Dalam bulan ini,
harga purata getah (untuk RSS
Satu) ialah 112 sen bagi tiap-tiap
satu kilo . Dalam Januari 1983,
harga ini ialah lebih kurang 185 sen.
Antara 1974 dan 1982 tingkat am
harga-harga
pengguna
telah
meningkat sebanyak 52.1 %. Oleh
yang demikian dalam Januari 1983,
harga benar kini bagi getah ialah

lebih kurang 121 sen bagi tiap-tiap
satu kilo. Sekiranya kita mengambil
kira hakikat bahawa kos pengeluaran telah bertambah sejak 1974,
maka harga benar getah dalam
Januari 1983 telah menghampiri
"harga isyarat Baling" sebanyak
112 sen.
Di sektor estet, jumlah gunatenaga dalam estet-estet dan kilangkilang
getah
telah
berkurang
seramai 19,404 daripada 158,159
dalam Disember 1980 kepada
138,755 dalam Oktober 1982;
dalam jangkamasa yang sama gunatenaga di estet-estet kelapa sawit
telah meningkat seramai 3,855
daripada 92,352 kepada 96,207.
Jadi pada keseluruhannya, sektor
estet telah
merugikan 15,549
pekerjaan (6% daripada jumlah
tenaga buruh) dalam tempoh dua
tahun yang lalu .
Dalam industri bijih timah,
tingkat gunatenaga telah jatuh dari pada 40,080 dalam Julai kepada
35,032 dalam Oktober 1981 dan
29,804 dalam Oktober 1982 (satu
kerugian sebanyak 10,276 pekerjaan sejak Julai 1980) akibat
penutupan beberapa lombong.
Di sektor perkilangan, penciptaan pekerjaan telah berkurang dan
laporan-laporan mengenai
pembuangan
kerja
semakin
lama
bertambah.
Antara
semakin
Disember 1981 dan Ogos 1982,
gunatenaga dibeberapa industri tertentu (yang jualannya menganggotai
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75% daripada jumlah jualan perkilangan) telah jatuh daripada
324,029 kepada 323,261. Sejak
Ogos 1982, lebih ramai lagi telah
dibuangkan kerja. Antara Ogos dan
Disember 1982, hampir 3,500
pekerja dibeberapa kilang, kebanyakannya
dalam
tekstail,
eletronik,
perlombongan
bijih
timah dan industri kayu balak ,
dalam 10 negeri telah dibuangkan
kerja. (Business Times, 12 Januari
1983). Laporan-laporan daripada
berbagai-bagai industri dan kesatuan sekerja dalam Januari 1983
(termasuk tekstail, perdagangan,
percetakan, industri logam, eletronik) menunjukkan bahawa beberapa
ribu pekerja akan dibuangkan kerja
dalam sedikit masa lagi.
Di sektor awam, pembekuan
jawatan disetengah perkhidmatan
akan mengurangkan kadar penciptaan pekerjaan. Dalam 1982, bilangan
kerja di sektor kerajaan telah
meningkat sebanyak 22,000 dan
dalam 1983, bilangan ini dijangka
akan bertambah sebanyak 15,000
(berbanding dengan 51,000 pekerjaan yang telah diciptakan dalam
tempoh 1977-81 ).
Dalam 1982, tingkat gunatenaga
pada keseluruhannya telah meningkat sebanyak 2.3% kepada 5.34
juta. ln i adalah lebih rendah daripada pertambahan dalam tenaga
buruh sebanyak 2.9%. Justeru itu,
kadar pengangguran telah meningkat daripada 5. 7% kepada 6.2%.
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leutamaan yang lebih kepada· Keperluan-Keperluan As~s dan
Pengagihan Semula Pendapatan

Dengan
datam

beftakunya ~ejatuhan pglhkan SE!mula kepada mereka
kadar•kadar pertUm· yang miskin dengan tujuan hendak
, maka adalah amat perlu bagi mencapai yang berikut: (a) suatu
i kita diorientasikan semula pengurangan dalam kemiskinan; (I:>)
pengeluaran dan pembekalan kenaikan dalam tingkat permintauan-kttperluan isas (makanan, an pengguna kerana kumpulan·
yang
berpendapatan
hidmatan-perkhidmatan,
air, kumpulan
itasi, perumahan, pengangkutan r;endab mempunyai kecenderungap
sebagainya) serta pemeliharaan mengguna marginal yang lebih tinggi;
den perkembangan punca-punca (c) suatu pemindahan dalam perreml untuk majoriti yang miskin. mintaan pasaran daripada 6arang;,
lni adalah perlu bukan saja kerana 6arang da!1 perkhidmatan-perkhidianya adalah suatu matalamat sosial iinatan yang sotrstikat atau mewah
yang diingini tetapi juga untuk men· kepada barang;,barang dan perkhid·
asas
yang
cegah suatu pertambahan yang besar matan-perkhidmatan
dalam kemiskinan dan pengangguran diminta oleh orang-orang miskin; (d)
dalam konteks pertumbuhan yang menyediakan asas pasaran untuk
rendah. Oleh yang demikian, mata- suatu pemindahan dalam corak
lamat yang patut ~:literi,ua ialah pengeluaran daripada peflQ@luaran
mewah
kepada
pertUmbuhan yang lebih rendah barang-barang
pengeluaran
barang-barang
mesti
bagi
tanpa mengenepikan pelpk~
Jmemenuhi
keperluan-keperluan
asas,
rancangan-rancangan untuk menaik·
kan taraf hidup majoritl rakyat yang berekoran daripada kenaikan, secara
rnutlak dan secara relatif kepada
miskin.
jumteh permintaan, dalam kuasa beli
lni bererti pendapatan mesti di· dan justeru itu, permintaan berkesan

Oleh kerana resessi dijangka akan
berterusan dalam 1983, kadar
pengangguran mungkin bertambah
lagi.
Dari segi pendapatan dan taraf
hidup, beberapa petunjuk menunjukkan bahawa kedua-dua ini telah
jatuh dalam 1982. KNK (Keluaran
Negara Kasar) benar telah bertumbuh pada kadar 2.8% sedangkan
bilangan
penduduk
meningkat
2.6%. lni bererti KNK perkapita
telah bertambah 0.2% - suatu
kenaikan yang kecil. Petunjuk taraf
hidup yang paling baik, penggunaan
swasta, hanya meningkat sebanyak
1.4%. Ini bererti penggunaan swasta
per kapita terhadap barang-barang
pengguna
dan
perkhidmatanperkhidmatan telah jatuh 1.2%.
lni hanya merupakan suatu purata;
kemungkinan
besar
sebahagian
besar daripada isirumah-isirumah
telah mengalami suatu kejatuhan
dalam tingkat penggunaan yang
telah serius.
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lmplikasi-lmplikasi Untuk
Rancangan Malaysia Keempat:
Sasaran-sasaran
pertumbuhan
yang terdapat dalam Rancangan
Malaysia Keempat (RM4) tidak
boleh dicapai akibat resessi . Rancangan ini mengandaikan bahawa
ekonomi kita boleh mencapai kadar
pertumbuh dalam KOK (Keluaran
Domestic Kasar) setinggi 7.6% akan
tetapi kadar yang dicapai sebenarnya ialah 6.9% ( 1981), 3.9% ( 1982)
dan 4.9% (anggaran bagi 1983).
Sasaran RM4 untuk imbangan pembayaran adalah jauh lebih tinggi
daripada apa yang dicapai sebenarnya, seperti yang ditunjukkan oleh
perselisehan antara anggaran-anggaran kumulatif RM4 bagi tempoh
1981-85 dan angka-angka benar
bagi 1981-83 (dalam kurungan);
imbangan niaga RM4 +$35 ribu
juta (angka benar setakat ini ialah
- $2.4 ribu juta); akaun semasa -
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lapisan-lapisan
masyara~at yang
miskin; (e) apabila permintaan pengguna be[alih ke barang-barang asas,
pelaburan patut juga disalurkan
kepada barang-barang modal yang
lebih mudah Vang diperlukan untuk
pengeluaran
barang-barang
asas
(pelaburan seumpama ini adalah juga
lebih intensif-buruh dan akan menjanakan lebih banyak pekerjaan),
sedangkan sektor kerajaan boleh
mengutamakan pembangunan infra·
struktur, yang akan menjadi asas
untuk industri-industri yang mengeluarkan barang-barang asas, dan
pembekalan perkhidmatan-perkhidmatan seperti air, kuasa elektrik dan
perumahan. Adalap patut ditit,ik·
beratkan bahawa, tanpa berlakunya
pengagihan semula dalam pendapatan,
permintaan pasaran atau asas untuk
suatu pemindahan dalam prioritas ,
pengeluaran ke arah pembekalao
kaperluan-keperluan
asas
tidak
berada

,
1

$149 juta (-$20.6 ribu juta);
imbangan
pada
keseluruhannya
+$9.5 ribu juta (-$1.8 ribu juta
untuk 1981-82). Dari segi belanjawan pembangunan, sasaran yang
telah ditetapkan untuk perbelanjaan
pembangunan sektor awam bagi
tempoh 1981-85 ialah $32.8 ribu
juta. Sasaran ini hampir dicapai
pada penghujung 1982 akibat
tingkat perbelanjaan yang tinggi
dalam 1981-82 ($30 ribu juta
untuk
kedua-dua
tahun
ini);
masalah sekarang ialah bagaimanabelanjawan dapat
kah
defisit
dikurangkan
selaras
dengan
kejatuhan dalam hasil kerajaan.
Oleh yang demikian, pengurangan
dalam perbelanjaan pembangunan,
yang telah dilaksanakan sejak Jun
1982, akan diteruskan lagi mulai
daripada 1983.
dan
Kesan-kesan
resessi
pengurangan dalam perbelanjaan
pembangunan akan menghalang
pencapaian kedua-dua matlamat

Dasar E
basmian
nan sem
penyerta
dalam se
lebih m
lagi. A
tumbuha
yang lebi
dalam .
pekerjaan
kemiskin
dalam te
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Dasar Ekonomi Baru iaitu pembasmian kemiskinan dan penyusunan semula agar pemilikan dan
penyertaan
kaum
Bumiputera
dalam sektor-sektor ekonomi yang
lebih moden dapat dipertinggikan
Akibat
kadar-kadar perlagi.
tumbuhan dan harga-harga barangan
yang lebih rendah serta pengurangan
kesempatan-kesempatan
dalam
pekerjaan,
besar
kemungkinan
kemiskinan akan bertambah serius
dalam tempuh resessi . Kekurangan
dana di sektor awam akan menghalang pembelian syer-syer di
syarikat-syarikat oleh agensi-agensi
amanah Bumiputra, seperti apa
yang telah berlaku secara besarbesaran dalam 1981 dan 1982.
Akhirnya,
proses
penyusunan
semula dirancang akan berlaku
dalam konteks pertumbuhan yang
cepat agar kaum-kaum bukan Bumiputra tidak akan mengalami apa jua
kerugian atau lucutan dalam bidang
niaga dan perdagangan. Akan

ditunjukkan dalam manipulasi dan
kawalan
pasaran-pasaran
serta
harga-harga barangan oleh negaranegara maju. Negara-negara ini juga
menguasai perkhidmatan-perkhidmatan niaga seperti perkapalan dan
insuran. Akibat kekurangan dana,
kerajaan terpaksa meminjam dari
sumber-sumber asing. lni seterusnya
telah menambahkan pergantungan
kewangan negara kita kepada bankbank
antarabangsa.
Akhirnya,
Perlunya Pergantungan Asing
pemilikan besar aset-aset ekonomi
Dikurangkan:
di negara kita oleh orang-orang
Resessi
telah
mendedahkan
asing telah membawa kepada aliran
dengan jelasnya kedudukan Malaykeluar keuntungan yang besar.
sia yang terlampau bergantung
Aliran keluar inilah yang merupakepada ekonomi dunia, khasnya
kan
komponen utama defisit
negara-negara yang telah maju.
perkhidmatan-perkhidmatan.
lmpak buruk yang kini dialami
Dalam tempoh di mana ekonomi
berekoran
daripada
kejatuhan
dunia sedang mengalami kadar perdalam permintaan eksport adalah
tumbuhan _yang tinggi lagi berdisebabkan oleh saiz besar sektor
panjangan,
kesan-kesan
pereksport dan kedudukan negara kita
gantungan yang buruk adalah
yang lemah berbanding dengan
terpendam atau tidak ketara. lni
negara-negara asing, seperti yang
adalah kerana ekonomi sesebuah
negara juga sedang menikmati kadar
pertumbuhan yang tinggi dalam
masa ini. Akan tetapi; sebaik-baik
Mengurangkan Penggunaan
saja tempoh ini sudah lepas dan
digantikan dengan suatu tempoh
Yang Tak Perlu
resessi
seperti
yang
dialami
sekarang, maka masalah ketidakekirany.a keutamaan yang lebih
keperluan asas. Apa yang disyorkan stabilan yang diakibatkan oleh
looin diberikan kepada kedi sini ialah bukan suatu '1arangan"' pergantungari yang melampau akan
puasaan kepttr(uan-keperluan asas
yang total yang patut dikuatkuasa\ tertonjol: Isa sama ' ada faedah
dan suatu pengagihan semula dalam
kan dengan serta-merta tetapi :suatu pergantungan adalah lebih besar
pendapatan, maka suatu langkah
proses pendidikan yang berperingkat daripada kosnya merupakan sesuatu
yang pentlng ialah mengenalpastikan
yang disokong oleh langkah-langkah yang rum it yang tidak dibincangkan
bidang-bldang di mana pttnggunaan
fiskal yang sesuai untuk mengurang- disini. Waiau macamanapun, sekiraekonomi
dunia
sedang
perkara-perkara tak perlu boleh
kan secara progtesif >penggunaan tak nya
mengalami
suatu
resessi
yang
berdikurangkan. Sudah tentu langkah ini
perlu.
adalah agak kontroversyel (yang
Malangnya, data yang kemaskini struktur bagi suatu tempoh yang
boleh menimbul~an pertil'caian atau mengenai berapa banyak yang lama, maka adalah jelas kepada kita
perselisiha1:1)
kerana
pendapatdibelanjakan
oleh
orang-orang bahawa kos pergantungan pasti
peru:tapat mengenai apa yang mengMalaysia tethadap berbagai,bagai akan melebihi faedahnya. Dalam
tempoh ini, eksport-eksport tidak
anggotai suatu nbutir perlu" adalah
butiran pengguna tidak sediada
memainkan
peranannya
berbeza dan isu-isu kebebasan ·perikepada orang ramai .sungguh pug dapat
badi adal11h juga terlibat. Namun data seumpama ini ujud dan diguna- sebagai punca pertumbuhan dengan
demjkian, suatu langkah permulaan kan dalam penyediaan akaun-akaon berkesan. Justeru itu, sektor
boleh diarnbil dengan tidak meng- nasional. Namun demikian .suatu domestik (sektor dalam negara)
perlu diperkembangkan dengan
Q@lakkan peoogunaan barang-barang anggaran kasar tingkat-tingkat per:
atav
perkhidmatan-perkhidmatan
belanjaan boleh didapati daripada · cepatnya agar sektor ini dapat
memainkan peranannya sebagai
yang dianggapkan oleh ramai sebagai angka·ang~a mengenai jualan-jualan
yang merbahaya kepada kesihatan
industri-industri
domestik
dan suatu punca pertumbuhan dan agar
pembayaran-pembayaran
kepada
ataU "mewah" apabila dibandingkan
import-import. Nilai jualan-jualan
deooan barll:ng-barang yang meme· dan import ini adalah berasaskan , luar untuk import-import dan
perkhidmatan-perkhidmatan niaga
nuhi secara langsung keperluan- hargatetapi, jika kadar pertumbuhan
yang dicapai adalah tidak setinggi
yang dikehendaki, maka proses
penyusunan ini mungkin terpaksa
dilambatkan. Akibatnya, sasaran
penyertaan Bumiputra sebanyak
30% lebih sukar dicapai pada 1990.
lni
adalah
halangan-halangan
kepada
kemajuan
RM4
yang
diakibatkan oleh resessi.

S
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I

dapat dikurangkan . Suatu strategi
"pembangunan
asas-domestik"
mesti dirancang bagi menggantikan
"pertumbuhan asas-eksport". Jika
negara kita sedang mengalami suatu
resessi berstruktur seperti yang
dihujahkan dalam buku ini, maka
matalamat berdikari bukan saja
merupakan sesuatu yang patut
dipuji tetapi adalah perlu. Sudah
tentu ini tidak membawa maksud
bahaw~
kita patut mengikuti
dengan penuhnya suatu strategi
autarki . Sebaliknya, apa yang perlu
dibuat ialah kita mesti mengimbangkan antara pengeluaran untuk
pasaran domestik dan pengeluaran
untuk eksport. Dasar kini di mana
eksport lebih ditekankan patut
diubah kepada sesuatu yang lebih
menekankan pengeluaran untuk
kegunaan domestik. Memang suatu
kebaikan resessi ialah pendedahan
keburukan-keburukan akibat pergantungan yang fnelampau dan
seterusnya menin!jkatkan kesedaran
tentang betapa perlunya suatu
strategi pembangunan yang lebih
berdikari diikuti oleh negara kita.

Resessi, Pempupusan Sumber dan
Kegunaan Sumber Yang Rasional:
Resessi kini pada asasnya adalah
akibat kekurangan permintaan dan
pengeluaran berlebih seperti yang
dimanifestasikan
dalam
kurang
penggunaan buruh dan kapasiti
kilang. Namun demikian, ini tidak
bererti bahawa masalah penawaran
jangka panjang yang dihadapi oleh
dunia akibat pempupusan yang
cepat beberapa sumber asli, termasuk
minyak,
kayu
balak
teropika, logam-logam, -tanah pertanian
dan
perikanan,
patut
diperkecilkan.
Memang
dalam
jangka

panjang,

masalah

ini

merupakan konstren kepada pertumbuhan yang lebih serius daripada kekurangan permintaan.
Malaysia juga menghadapi suatu
masalah pempupusan sumber yang
bakal boleh menjadi serius dalam
sedikit masa lagi. Keluaran bijih
timah telah mencapai kemuncaknya
dan mula berkurang sementara
keluaran bijih besi dan boksit telah
jatuh secara besar-besaran. Pada
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awal 1990an, sumber-sumber kayu
balak mungkin dipupuskan akibat
kadar-kadar eksploitasi kini yang
masih tinggi walaupun suatu dasar
pemeliharaan telah mula dilaksanakan. Ramalan-ramalan awal yang
mengatakan bahawa pempupusan
minyak akan berlaku pada awal
1990an perlu dipinda kerana rezabrezab petrolium baru telah pun
dijumpai. Namun demikian, Malaysia mungkin akan menjadi sebuah
pengimport bersih minyak pada
penghujung 1980an atau awal
1990an. (Dalam 1980, Petronas
sendiri pun meramalkan bahawa
negara kita akan menjadi sebuah
pengimport bersih pada 1985).
Sumber-sumber
perikanan
kita
sedang dipupuskan melalui penangkapan berlebih oleh pukat tunda
dan pencemaran, sementara lapis
atau tanah yang subur sedang
dihakis oleh hakisan tanah dan
pembasmian hutan.
Pempupusan
sumber
akan
meninggalkan kesan-kesan berikut;
ketiadaan sumber-sumber untuk
kegunaan domestik dalam masa
depan; kejatuhan dalam perolehanperolehan eksport apabila sumbersumber
habis
dieksploitasikan;
kehilangan pertukaran asing akibat
perlunya mengimport apa yang kita
eksportkan dulu. Dasar pemeliharaan (konservasi) patut menggantikan
dasar kini yang lebih menekankan
eksport agar generasi sekarang (apa
lagi generasi masa depan) tidak
perlu
menghadapi
masalah
kekurangan-kekurangan yang serius
dalam sedikit masa lagi. Oleh yang
demikian, sumber-sumber patut
dieksploitasikan sekali sekala dan
itu pun untuk projek-projek yang
akan mendatangkan faedah sosial
yang besar, bukan untuk projekprojek yang mewah.
Resessi
yang
kini
dialami
menutup mata orang ramai buat
sementara waktu kepada bahayabahaya yang diakibatkan oleh pempupusan
sumber.
Umpamanya,
pengeluaran minyak yang lebih dan
kejatuhan harga minyak akibat
pengurangan dalam permintaan
cenderung menutup mata orang
ramai kepada masalah kekurangan
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minyak. Harga minyak yang lebih
rendah akan menggalakan penggunaannya yang lebih oleh industri industri dan orang-orang ind ividu.
Tambahan lagi , isu yang dikenal
pastikan sebagai masalah utama
dalam resessi ialah kekurangan permintaan dan bukan pempupusan
sumber, seperti dalam industri bijih
timah dimana penawaran kini jauh
melebihi permintaan. Hanya dalam
tempoh bum, di mana pengeluaran
dijalankan hingga kebatasnya dan
harga-harga barangan dipertingkatkan bagi mencerminkan nilai kelangkaannya, barulah masalah pempupusan sumber dilihat sebagai
masalah yang lebih serius.
Peliknya resessi mungkin juga
membawa
kepada pempupusan
sumber yang lebih cepat apabila
keluaran dan kuantiti eksport
dipertinggikan bagi tujuan mengimbangkan kejatuhan-kejatuhan dalam
harga dan seterusnya mempertahankan tingkat perolehan-perolehan
eksport. Umpamanya, dalam 1982,
dasar konservasi minyak telah
diketepikan
dan
pengeluaran
minyak untuk eksport ditambahkan
setinggi 20% untuk menambahkan
perolehan-perolehan eksport dan
hasil
kerajaan
bagi
mengatasi
masalah kejatuhan dalam harga
serta perolehan-perolehan eksport.
Alasan asas untuk peningkatan
dalam eksport-eksport kayu balak
dalam 1982 adalah serupa dengan
kes minyak .
Jadi adalah penting masalah
penawaran jangka panjang dan
kesediadaan sumber diutamakan
sebagai suatu konstren perancangan
yang penting dalam masa resessi.
Resessi sebenarnya boleh digunakan
sebagai suatu mekanisme untuk
menyingkirkan pembaziran dan
mengorientasikan semula prioritasprioritas
pembangunan
agar
sumber-sumber akan digunakan
dengan lebih rasional , agar sumbersumber ini digunakan bagi memenuhi keperluan-keperluan asas dan
bukan untuk projek-projek mewah .
Kalau tidak, pempupusan sumber had-had fizikal kepada pengeluaran
~ akan menjadi faktor utama dalam
resessi berstruktur. D
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mengsifatkan lapuran bahawa orang
Malaysia kurang membaca sebagai
amat
menggemparkan.
Ali ran
memang ambil berat tentang
perkara ini. Komen-komen Datuk
Musa Hitam menunjukkan betapa
teruknya kekurangan satu tradisi
intelek di kalangan orang Malaysia.
Adalah penting bagi orang Malaysia
memeliharakan tabiat membaca
kerana dengan cara ini barulah kita
dapat
menambah
ilmu
dan
mengembang pemikiran yang kritis
dan juga kesedaran mengenai kita
sendiri, masyarakat kita dan juga
manusia pada amnya.
Kerajaan dan semua pertubuhan
dalam negeri boleh memajukan
tabiat membaca. Misalnya, kita
patut ada lebih banyak buah perpustakaan untuk semua penduduk
di bandar dan desa. Perpustakaanperpustakaari ini harus mempunyai
buku-buku yang cukup banyak dan
mutakhir.

Perkara

ini

penting

kerana kini harga buku telah bertambah mahal sehingga ramai penduduk Malaysia tidak mampu
membeli buku.
Kerajaan harus memperuntukkan belanjawan yang cukup untuk
membina
dan
mengendalikan
perpustakaan-perpustakaan.
Pertubuhan-pertubuhan swasta dan
individu-individu harus juga digalakkan menyumbangkan wang atau
buku-buku kepada pihak-pihak
yang hendak membina perpustakaan. Sebagai permulaan, t iap-tiap
bandar dan pekan harus mempunyai sekurang-kurangnya sebuah
perpustakaan umum yang baik.
Perpustakaan-perpustakaan
yang

sudah wujud tetapi yang tidak
dikendalikan dengan baik harus
dibetulkan. Kerajaan harus juga
menimbang kemu ntk inan membina
perpustakaan-perpustakaan kanak
di seluruh Malaysia. Perpustakaan
kanak di Taman Tun Dr. Ismail
(Kuala Lumpur), misalnya, adalah
sebuah perpustakaan yang amat
berguna. la bukan saja dapat
memajukan tabiat membaca di
kalangan kanak, tetapi juga memajukan interaksi sosial di antara
kanak dan di antara ibu-bapa yang
berasal dari keturunan yang tidak
sama.
Di sekolah, penuntut-penuntut
harus digalakkan membaca berjenisjenis penerbitan selain dari bukubuku pelajaran. Mereka harus
digalakkan meminjam buku-buku
dari perpustakaan sekolah atau perpustakaan umum. Peranan ibu-bapa
penting
juga.
Anggota-anggota
dalam keluarga harus ada minat
membaca. Memang tidak cukup
jikalau ibu-bapa hanya membeli
buku-buku
untuk
anak-anak
mereka. lbu-bapa patut juga berminat membaca. Mereka harus juga
berdisiplin.
Bagaimana
boleh
mereka
mengharap
anak-anak
mereka memelihara tabiat membaca
jikalau mereka sendiri ketagihan
pada
filem-filem
video
dan
program-program talivisyen?
Mass media boleh digunakan
untuk memajukan tabiat membaca.
Setengah-setengah rencana radio
dan talivisyen harus dikaitkan
dengan kempen membaca. Peranan
surat khabar penting juga. Misalnya,
setengah-setengah surat khabar
sudah ada satu bahagian kecil sekali
seminggu untuk tinjauan buku.
Adalah baik jika semua surat
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khabar
memperuntukkan
satu
ruang mengenai membaca dan
diterbit lebih kerap kali, iaitu satu
ruang bukan saja untuk mengenalkan buku-buku tetapi juga untuk
pembaca-pembaca memberi komen
bahkan perbincangan mengenai apa
yang mereka telah membaca.
Untuk memajukan tabiat membaca, kita harus juga menggalakkan
orang Malaysia mengarang dan
mengeluarkan karya-karya· yang
asal. Untuk mencapai matalamat
ini, kerajaan harus tidak menyekat
kebebasan
mengucap
melalui
penul isan.
Kebebasan persuratkhabaran, misalnya, adalah amat
penting bagi orang ramai mempunyai keyakinan terhadap surat
khabar mereka dan mempunyai
minat membaca. Majallah-majallah
dan jernal-jernal adalah bahanbahan bac'aan yang penting untuk
orang ramai dan memang tidak
wajar jikalau kerajaan mengenakan
pembatasan terhadap penerbitanpenerbitan

ini.

Orang

Malaysia

harus juga ada kebebasan untuk
memperoleh i penerbitan-penerbitan
dari luar negeri. Kerajaan tidak
sepatutnya menyekat hak mendapat informasi tempatan dan
informasi dari luar negeri dengan
mengadakan
dasar-dasar
yang
kurang demokratik.
Aliran mengalu-alukan cadangan
Datuk Musa Hitam mengadakan
lebih banyak bahan-bahan bacaan
Bahasa Malaysia dan juga meningkatkan mutu penterjemahan. Akan
tetapi, bahan-bahan bacaan Inggeris
tidak boleh diketepikan. Memang
wajar bahasa lnggeris dijadikan
bahasa kedua kita kerana ia telah
menjadi satu bahasa sedunia. Oleh
itu, jikalau orang Malaysia juga
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pandai baca bahasa lnggeris, ini
memang perkara yang baik, dan
cara yang baik untuk meningkat
kebolehan membaca lnggeris ialah
dengan membaca buku-buku dan
majallah-majallah
lnggeris.
Keupayaan membaca lnggeris akan
membolehkan orang Malaysia mendapat ilmu dalam berjenis-jenis
bidang dari luar negeri, misalnya
bidang teknologi moden, falsafah
dan lain-lain.
Kita memerlukan lebih banyak
penterjemahan dari bahasa-bahasa
yang lain ke Bahasa Malaysia.
Karya-karya yang terpilih untuk
penterjemahan
harus
termasuk
karya-karya yang penting dari
seluruh dunia, dan bukan karyakarya Barat saja. Perlu juga menterjemahkan karya-karya yang bukan
ditulis dalam bahasa lnggeris (misalnya karya-karya Arab, Cina, India,
Thai dll.) ke Bahasa Malaysia. Lebih
banyak karya-karya tempatan yang
bukan dikarang dalam Bahasa
Malaysia (misalnya sastera Cina dan
India tempatan) harus diterjemahkan ke Bahasa Malaysia kerana ini
akan memajukan lebih banyak persefahaman di antara kelompakkelompak etnik yang tidak sama di
Malaysia.

Aliran j~ga ambil berat tentang
lapuran
bahawa "lebih tinggi
kelulusan seseorang rakyat Malaysia
maka lebih sedikit ia membaca" .
Kita harus menyelidik kenapa
sistem pendidikan kita telah mengeluarkan orang-orang yang kebanyakannya tiada minat membaca.
Pihak kerajaan harus juga meneliti
samada. setengah-setengah dasar
telah secara langsung atau tidak
langsung mengwujudkan keadaan
kurang berminat membaca. Adakah
pembangunan
intelek .pegawaipegawai kerajaan diambil perhatian
dalam rancangan latihan kakitangan?
Adakah
sistem
naik
pangkat
di
universiti-universiti
berdasarkan
penbenar-benar
-capaian
akademik?
Dengan
perkataan yang lain, kita harus
rneneliti
sistem-sistem
institusi
samada
mereka
betul-betul
menyumbang pada pembangunan
tradisi intelek di negara kita.
0
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SEKATAN BAHAN BACAAN
A liran

memandang
berat
implikasi-implikasi
negatif
yang tidak terkira dan begitu
meluas akibat daripada cadangancadangan terkandung didalam Rang
Undang-Undang Kawalan Penerbitan-Penerbitan Yang Di Import
(Pindaan) yang mana telah dibentangkan dalam persidangan Dewan
Rakyat baru-baru ini. Walaupun
terdapat berita bahawa cadangancadangan itu akan digubal semula,
Aliran berasa yakin bahawa pihakpihak yang bertanggungjawab harus
berfikir semula secara menyeluruh
dan mendalam tentang bahayabahaya kepada masyarakat Malaysia
yang akan disebabkan oleh sekatansekatan tambahan dikenakan keatas
kebebasan
individu
terhadap
pemikiran dan rasahatinya melalui
hak untuk mencapai nikmat daripada aliran pengetahuan serta
maklumat yang bebas.
Adalah menghairankan bahawa
perundangan yang sedia ada tidak
dianggap mencukupi bagi mencegah kemasukan ke Malaysia
penerbitan-penerbitan
yang
di
percayai
bertentangan
dengan
kepentingan-kepentingan
negara
seperti ketenteraman awam, akhlak
atau keselamatan. Akta asal sudah
pun menganugerahkan 'budibicara
mutlak'
keatas
Mentri untuk
mengambil langkah-langkah perlu
terhadap
'penerbitan-penerbitan
yang
memudharatkan'
yang
diimport. Akta Keselamatan Dalam
Negeri pul telah pun menguasakan
Mentri melarang 'penjualan, pengeluaran, penyebaran atau pemilikan'
penerbitan-penerbitan
subversif
atau bahan-bahan yang dianggapkan
'bertentangan dengan kepentingan
negara, ketenteraman awam atau
keselamatan'. Hukuman-hukuman
perlu sudah pun disediakan dengan
nyata dalam bentuk denda dan
hukuman penjara. Adakah perlu
lagi dilarang dan dikawal penerbitpenerbit asing daripada memberikan peluang kepada rakyat Malaysia
supaya
menikmati
kekayaan
maklumat, pengetahuan dan idea-
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Azmi bin Khalid
idea yang rakyat lain diseluruh
dunia boleh nikmati?
Tentu
sekali dapat diduga
bahawa cadangan-cadangan baru
yang memerlukan bayaran deposit
bagi lesen mengimport penerbitan
akan mengakibatkan penarikan diri
ramai penerbit asing kecuali yang
paling popular dan sungguh berazam. Dalam kes-kes lain, pembaca
dan pelanggan biasa sendiri akan
mengalami kesukaran proses birokratik bagi memohon kebenaran
mengimport. Dalam masyarakat dimana kempen-kempen awam perlu
dijalankan untuk memupuk tabiat
suka membaca, bukankah langkah
perundangan
in1
bertentangan
dengan
kehendak
meninggikan
nilai-nilai positif sedemikian?
Sekiranya · difikirkan
yang
langkah ini akan mencegah laporanlaporan asing yang tidak tepat atau
yang berat sebelah mengenai hal
ehwal negara kita, maka langkah
begini terhadap suatu kumpulan
kecil yang mungkin bersalah akan
hanya menyebabkan kita sendiri
mengalami kerugian akhirnya. lmej
liberal dan sistem kerajaan yang
lebih terbuka dan menyerapkan
nilai-nilai positif dari seberang laut,
yang mana telah banyak dilaunglaungkan oleh pemimpin kepada
seluruh dunia serta rakyat sendiri,
tentu akan terjejas nanti. Reaksi
yang lebih wajar adalah menjawab
tuduhan-tuduhan yang tidak betul
dengan kebenaran, sepertimana
telah pun dilakukan pada beberapa
ketika.
Tiada negera yang pernah berjaya memajukan diri nya sendiri
tanpa mempelajari daripada lainlain negera. Masyarakat membangun seperti di Malaysia yang
gigih berusaha menegakkan ketahanan diri dalam dunia yang

sangat mementingkan kerjasama
negera-negera dan rakyatnya tidak
dapat tidak menggalakkan rakyat
supaya mencapai nikmat dengan
aktif daripada kekayaan idea-idea
dan kebijaksanaan didalam dan
juga daripada luar negeri. D
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RELIGION

PROPHET MUHAMMAD
Prof. Ramakrishna Rao

Muhammad was born in the desert of Arabia, Out of the nothing of a
desert, a new world was fashioned by the mighty spirit of Muhammad
- a new life, a new culture, a new civilisation, a new kingdom which
extended from Morocco to Indies an influenced the thought and life of
Asia, Africa and Europe.
when I thought of writing on
Muhammad the Prophet, I
was a bit hesitant because it was to
write about a religion one does not
profess and it is a delicate matter to
do so, for there are many persons
professing various religions and
belonging to diverse schools of
thought and denominations within
the same religion.
However Man lives in society.
Our lives are bound with the lives
of so many, wl.llingly or unwillingly, directly or indirectly. We
eat the food grown in the same soil;
drink the water from the same
spring, breathe the air of the same
atmosphere. Even while staunchly
holding our own views, it would be
helpful, if for no other purpose, at
least to promote proper adjustment
to our surroundings, if we also
know to some extent, how the
mind of our neighbour moves and
what are the main springs of his
actions. From this angle of vision, it
is highly desirable that one should
try to know all religions of the
world, in the proper spirit, to
promote mutual understanding and
better appreciation of our neighbourhood, immediate and remote.
Further, our thoughts are not
scattered as they appear to be on
the surface. They have got themselves crystallised around a few
nuclei in the form of great world
religions and living faiths that guide

and motivate the lives of millions
that inhabit this earth of ours. It is
our duty, in one sense, if we have
the ideal of ever becoming citizens
of the world before us, to make a
little attempt to know the great
religions and systems of philosophy
that have ruled mankind.
In spite of these preliminary
remarks the ground in the field of
religion, where there is often a
conflict between intellect and
emotion; is so slippery that one is
constantly reminded of fools that
rush in where angels fear to tread.
It is also so complex from another
point of view. The subject of my
writing is about the tenets of a
religion, which is historic, and its
Prophet, who is also a historic
personality. Being a historic
personality, every event of his life
has been most carefully recorded
and even the minutest details
preserved intact for the posterity.
His life and works are not wrapt in
mystery. One need not hunt for the
accurate information and embark
on arduous .expeditions to sift the
chaff and husk from the grain of
truth.
My work is further lightened
because those days are fast
disappearing when Islam was highly
misrepresented by SQme of its
critics for reasons political and
otherwise. To write this monograph
is easier because we are not
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generally fed now on this kind of
history and much time need not be
spent on pointing out our misrepresentations of Islam.
The theory of Islam and Sword
for instance is not heard now
frequently in any quarter worth the
name. The principle of Islam that
there is no compulsion in religion
is well known. Gibbon, a Historian
of world wide fame, says, "A pernicious tenet has been imputed to the
Mohammadans, the duty of extirpating all the religions by the
sword". This charge of ignorance
and · bigotry, says the eminent
historian, is refuted by the Quran,
by the history of Musalman
conquerers and by their public and
legal toleration of Christian worship. The greatest success of
Muhammad's life . was effected by
sheer moral force without the
stroke of a sword.
To the Arabs who would fight
for forty years on the slight
provocation that a camel belonging
to the guest of one tribe had
strayed into the grazing land
belonging to another tribe and both
sides had fought till they lost
10,000 lives in all, threatening the
extinction of both tribes, to such
furious Arabs, the Prophet of Islam
taught self control and discipline to
the extent of praying even on the
battlefield.
When, after repeated efforts at
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reconciliation had utterly failed,
circumstances arose that dragged
him into the battlefield purely in
self-defence, the Prophet of Islam
changed the whole strategy of the
battlefield. The total number of
casualties in all the wars that took
place during his lifetime, when the
whole Arabian Peninsula came
under his banner, does not exceed
a few hundreds in all. He taught the
Arab barbarians to pray, to pray
not individually but in congregation, to God Almighty even amidst
the dust and storm of warfare.

The greatest success of
Muhammad's life was affected
by sheer moral force without
the stroke of a sword.

In an age of barbarism, the
battlefield itself was humanised and
strict instructions were issued not
to embezzle, not to cheat, not to
break trust, not to mutilate, not to
kill a minor child or a woman or an
old man, not to hew down date
palm nor burn it, not to cut down
a fruit tree, not to molest monks
and persons engaged in worship. His
own treatment of his bitterest
enemies was the noblest example
for his followers. At the conquest .
of Mecca, he stood at the zenith of
his power. The city which had
refused to listen to his mission,
which had tortured him and his
followers , which had driven him
and his people into exile and which
has umelentingly persecuted and
boycotted him even when he had
taken refuge in a place more than
200 miles away, that city now lay
at his feet . By the laws of war he
could have justly avenged all the
cruelties inflicted on him and his
people. But what treatment did he
mete out to them? Muhammad's
heart overflowed with the milk of
love and kindness as he declared,
"This day, there is no reproof
against you and you are all free."
This was one of the chief objects
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why he permitted war in selfdefence - to unite human beings.
And when this object, was
achieved, even his worst enemies
were pardoned.

The

principle of universal
brotherhood and the doctrine
of the equality of mankind which
he proclaimed represents the great
contribution of Muhammad to the
social upliftment of humanity. All
great religions have also preached
the same doctrine, but the Prophet
of Islam had put this theory into
actual practice and its value will be
fully recognised, perhaps, sometime
hence,
when
international
consciousness being awakened,
racial prejudices would disappear
and a stronger concept of the
brotherhood of humanity comes
into existence.
Sarojini Naidu, speaking about
this aspect of Islam, says, " It was
the first religion that preached and
practised democracy; for, in the
mosque, when the minaret is
sounded and the worshippers are
gathered together the democracy of
Islam is embodied five times a day
when the peasant and king kneel
side by side and proclaim, "God
alone is great" . The great poetess of
India continues, "I have been
struck over again by the indivisible
unity of Islam that makes a man
instinctively a brother.
Every year, during the pilgrimage season, the world witnesses
the wonderful spectacle of this
international Exhibition of Islam in
levelling al distinctions of race,
colour and rank. Not only the
Europeans, the Africans, the
Persians, the Indians, the Chinese
ali meet together in Mecca as
members of one divine family, but
they are all clad in one dress, every
person in two simple pieces of
white seamless cloth, one piece
round the loin and the other piece
over the shoulders, bare-headed,
without pomp or ceremony,
repeating "Here am I, 0 God; at
Thy command ; Thou art One and
the Only; Here am I." Thus there
remains nothing to differentiate the
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high from the low and every pilgrim
carries home the impression of the
international significance of Islam.
The Prophet of Islam brought
the reign of democracy in its best
form. Caliph Umar, Caliph Ali, the
son-in-law of the Prophet, Caliph
Mansur , Abbas, the son of the
Caliph Mamun, and many other
caliphs and kings had to appear
before the judge as ordinary men in
Islamic courts. Even today we all
know how the black Negroes are
treated by the civilized white races.
Consider the state of Bilal, a Negro
slave in the days of the Prophet of
Islam nearly 14 centuries ago. The
office of calling Muslims to prayer
was considered to be a position of
honour in the early days of Islam
and it was offered to this Negro
slave. After the conquest of Mecca,
the Prophet ordered him to call for
prayer and the Negro slave, with his
black colour and his thick lips,
stood over the roof of the holy
KAABA, the most historic and the
holiest place in the Islamic world,
when some proud Arabs painfully
cried aloud, "Oh, this black Negro
slave, woe to him. He stands on the
roof of holy KAABA to call for
prayer."
His own treatment of his
bitterest enemies was the
noblest example for his
followers. Even at the zenith
of his power, his heart flowed
with the milk of love and
kindness.

As if to answer this outburst
smacking of pride and prejudice,
both of which the Prophet of Islam
aimed at eliminating, he delivered a
sermon in which he said:

"Allah is to be praised and
thanked for having rid us of
of the vices and pride of the
0
days of ignorance.
people! note that all men
are divided in two categories only: the pious and
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God-fearing
who
are
esteemable in Allah's reckoning, and the transgressors and hardhearted, who
are lowly and contemptible
in the eye of Allah. Otherwise all human beings are
the progeny of Adam and
Allah has created Adam of
clay."
The Prophet of Islam thus
brought about such a mighty transformation that the noblest and
purest among Arabs by birth
offered their daughters in marriage
to this Negro slave and whenever
the second Caliph of Islam, known
to history as UMAR saw this Negro
slave, he immediately stood in
reverence and welcomed him by
exclaiming, "Here comes our
master, here comes our lord". What
a tremendous change was brought
by Quran and Prophet Muhammad
in the Arabs, the proudest people
at that time on earth.
It is this same democratic spirit
of Islam that has emancipated
women from the bondage of man.
Sir Charles Edward Archibald
Hamilton says, 'Islam teaches the
inherent sinlessness of man. It
teaches that man and woman have
come from the same essence,
possess the same soul and have been
equipped with equal capabilities for
intellectual, spiritual and moral
attainments."
The Arabs had a very strong
tradition that he alone can inherit
who can smite with the spear and
can wield the sword. But Islam
came as the defender of the weaker
sex and entitled women to share in
the inheritance of their parents. It
gave women, centuries ago, ~e
right of owning property. Yet 1t
was only 12 centuries later, in
1881, that England, supposed to be
the cradle of democracy, adopted
this institution of Islam and an Act
was passed , called "The Married
Women's Act" . But centuries
earlier, the Prophet of Islam had
proclaimed that "Women are the
twin halves of men. The rights of

women are sacred". "See that
women are maintained in the rights
granted to them".

I slam

is not directly concerned
with political and economic
systems, but indirectly an~, in ~o
far as political and economic affaus
influence man's conduct, it does
lay down some very important
principles of economic life. According to Prof. Massignon, Islam
maintains the balance between
exaggerated opposites and has
always in view the building of
character which
the ~asis of
civilization. This is secured by its
law of inheritance, by an organised
and not an optional system of
charity known as Zakat, and by
regarding as illegal all anti-social
practices in the economic field like
monopoly, usury, securing of predetermined unearned incomes and
increments, cornering markets,
hoarding and creating artificial
scarcity of any commodity in order
to force the price to rise. Gambling
is illegal. Contributions to schools,
to places of worship, hospitals,
digging of wells, opening of
orphanages are the highest acts of
virtue. Orphanages have sprung for
the first time , it is said , under the
teaching of the Prophet of Islam.
The world owes its orphanages to
this Prophet who was himself born
an orphan. "Good all this" says
Carlyle about Muhammed. "The
natural voice of humanity, of piety
and equity, dwelling in the heart of
this wild son of nature, speaks".

Islam gave women, the right of
owning property almost 12
centuries before it was
institutionalised in England.

A historian once said , a great
man should be judged by three
tests. Was he found to be of true
mettle by his contemporaries? Was
he great enough to rise above the
standards of his age? Did he leave

47

anything as permanent legacy to
the world at large? This list may be
further extended but all these three
tests of greatness are eminently
satisfied to the highest degree in the
case of Prophet Muhammed. Some
illustrations of the last two have
already been mentioned.
The first of the three is; was the
Prophet of Islam found to be of
true mettle by his contemporaries?

Mohammad's success was a
recognition of the fact that he
was found to be of true mettle
by his contemporaries.

Historical records show that all
contemporaries of Muhammed ,
both friends and foes, acknowledged the sterling qualities, the
spotless honesty, the noble virtues,
the absolute sincerity and the
absolute trustworthiness of the
apostle of Islam in all walks of life
and in every sphere of human
activity. It is a notable feature in
the history of the Prophet of Islam
that his nearest relation, his beloved
cousin and his bosom friends, who
knew him most intimately, were
thoroughly imbued with the truth
of his mission and convinced of the
genuineness of his divine inspiration. If these men and women,
noble, intelligent, educated and
intimately acquainted with his
private life had perceived in him the
slightest signs of deception, fraud,
earthliness or had lack of faith in
him Muhammed's moral hope of
rege~eration, spiritual awakening,
and social reform would all have
been foredoomed and the whole
edifice would have crumbled to
pieces in a moment. On the contrary we find , that the devotion of
his followers was such that he was
voluntarily acknowledged leader of
their lives. They braved for his sake
persecutions and danger; they
believed, trusted, obeyed and
honoured him even in the most
excruciating torture and severest
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mental agony caused by excommunication; even unto death.
Would this have been so had they
noticed the slightest backsliding in
their leader?
Read the history of the early
converts of Islam and every heart
would melt at the sight of the
brutal treatment of innocent men
and women . "Khabbab Bin Arth
is made to lie down on a bed
of burning coal with the brutal
legs of the merciless tyrant on
his breast. Khabbab Bin Adi is
put to death in a cruel manner by
mutilation and cutting off his flesh
piecemeal. In the midst of his
tortures, when asked whether he
did not wish Muhammad in his
place while he was i11 his house with
his family, the sufferer cried out
that he was gladly prepared to
sacrifice himself, his family and
children and all to save Muhammad
from the prick of a thorn. Scores of
heart-rending incidents of this type
may be narrated. But what do all
these incidents show? Why was it
that these sons and daughters of
Islam not only surrendered to their
Prophet their allegiance but made a
gift of their bodies, hearts and
souls? Is not the intense faith and
conviction on the part of the
immediate followers of Muhammed, the noblest testimony to his
sincerity and to his utter selfabsorption in the task assigned to
him?
And these men were not of low
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station or of inferior mental calibre.
Around him, in quite early days,
gathered what was best and noblest
in Mecca, its flower and cream, men
of position, rank, wealth and
culture, and from his own kith and
kin, those who knew the ins and
outs of his life. All the first four
Caliphs, with their towering personalities, were converts of this
early period.
The union of the theorist,
organiser and leader in one
man is a rare phenomenon;
therein consists greatness.

Mohammad is the most successful of all Prophets and religious
personalities. But this success was
not the result of mere accident. It
was a rec@gnition of the fact that
he was found to be of true mettle
by his contemporaries. It was the
result of his admirable and allcompelling personality .

The personality of Muhammad,

it is most difficult to get into
the whole truth of it. Only a
glimpse of it I can catch. What a
dramatic succession of picturesque
scenes? There is Muhammad, the
Prophet. There is Muhammad , the
General; Muhammad, the King ;
Muhammad, the Warrior; Muhammad the Businessman; Muhammad,
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the Preacher ; Muhammad, the
Philosopher ;
Muhammad ,
the
Statesman; Muhammad, the Orator ;
Muhammad, the Reformer ; Muhammad, the Refuge of Orphans; Muhammad, the Protector of Slaves;
Muhammad , the Emancipator of
Women; Muhammad, the Judge;
Muhammad , the Saint. And in all
these magnificent roles, in all these
departments of human activities, he
is alike a hero.
Orphanhood is the extreme of
helplessness and his life upon this
earth began with it. Kingship is the
height of the material power and
his life ended with it. From an
orphan boy, persecuted refugee to
an overlord, spiritual as well as
temporal, of a whole nation and
arbiter of its destinies, with all its
trials and temptations, with all its
vicissitudes and changes, its lights
and shades, its ups and downs, its
terror and splendour, he has stood
the fire of the world and come out
unscathed to serve as a model in
every phase of life. His achievement
are not limited to one aspect of life,
but cover the whole field of human
conditions.
If for instance, greatness consists
in the purification of a nation,
steeped in barbarism and immersed
in absolute moral darkness, the
dynamic personality who has transformed , refined and uplifted an
entire nation, sunk low as the Arabs
were, and made them the torchbearers of civilizations and learning,
has every claim to that greatness. If
greatness lies in unifying the discordant elements of society by the
ties of brotherhood and charity, the
Prophet of the desert has got every
title to this distinction. If greatness
consists in reforming those wrapt
in degrading superstitions and
pernicious practices of every kind,
the Prophet of Islam has wiped out
superstitions and irrational fear
from the hearts of millions. If it lies
in displaying high morals, Muhammad has been admitted by friends
and foes as Al-Amin, and Al-Sadiq,
the trustworthy and the truthful.
If a conqueror is a great man, here
is a person who rose from the
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helpless orphan and a humble
creature to be the ruler of Arabia,
the equal of Khosros and Caesars,
one who founded a great empire
which has survi;ed all these 14
centuries. If the devotion that a
leader commands is the criterion of
greatness, the Prophet's name even
today exerts a magic charm over
millions of souls, spread all over the
world.
He had not studied philosophy
in the school of Athens or Rome,
Persia, India or China, yet he could
proclaim the highest truths of
eternal value to mankind. Unlettered himself, he could yet speak
with an eloquence and fervour
which moved men to tears of
ecstasy. Born an orphan and blessed
with no worldly goods, he was
loved by all. He had studied at no
military academy; yet he could
organise his forces against tremendous odds and gained victories
through the moral forces which he
marshalled. Gifted men with a
genius for preaching are rare. A
great theorist is seldom a great
leader. An agitator is far more
likely to possess these qualities. He
will always be a better leader. For,
leadership means ability to move
masses of men. The talent to
produce ideas has nothing in
common with capacity for leadership. But, the union of the theorist,
organiser, and leader in one man is
the rarest phenomenon on this
earth; therein consists greatness. In
the person of the Prophet of Islam
the world has seen this rarest
phenomenon on the earth, walking
in flesh and blood.
If ever any man had the right to
say that he ruled by a right divine,
it was Muhammad, for he had all
power without its instruments and
without its supports. He cared not
for the dressings of power. The
simplicity of his private life was
in keeping with his public life."
After the fall of Mecca more
than one million square miles of
land lay at his feet. Lord of Arabia,
he mended his own shoes and
coarse woolen garments, milked the
goats, swept the hearth, kindled the
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He had not studied philosophy
yet he could proclaim the
highest truths of eternal value
to mankind.
fire and attended to other menial
offices of the family. The entire
town of Madina, where he lived,
grew wealthy in the later days of
his life. Everywhere there was gold
and silver in plenty and yet in those
days of prosperity many weeks
would elapse without a fire being
kindled in the hearth of the king of
Arabia, his food being dates and
water. His family would go hungry
many nights successively because
they could not get anything to eat
in the evening. He slept on soft bed
but on a palm mat after a long busy
day, to spend most of his night in
prayer, often bursting with tears
before his Creator to grant him
strength to discharge his duties. On
the day of his death his only assets
were a few coins, a part of which
went to. satisfy a debt and the rest
was given to a needy person who
came to his house for charity. The
clothes in which he breathed his
last had many patches. The house
from where light had spread to the
world was in darkness because there
was no oil in the lamp.

The practical character of the
teachings of Prophet
Muhammad gave birth to the
scientific spirit.

Circumstances changed, but the
Prophet of God did not. In victory
or in defeat, in power or in adversity, in affluence or in indigence,
he was the same man, disclosed the
same character. Like all the ways
and laws of God, Prophets of God
are unchangeable.

An honest man, as the saying

goes, is the noblest work of
God. Muhammad was more than
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honest. He was human to the
marrow of his bones. Human
sympathy, human love was the
music of his soul. To serve man, to
elevate man, to purify man, to
educate man, in a word, to humanise man - this was the object of
his mission, the be-all and end-all of
his life . In thought, in word, in
action he had the good of humanity
as his sole inspiration, his sole
guiding principle.
He was most unostentatious and
selfless to the core. What were the
titles he assumed? Only two,
Servant of God, and His Messenger;
Servant first and then a Messenger.
A Messenger, and Prophet like
many other prophets in every part
of the world, some known to us
and many not known. If one does
not believe in any of these truths
one ceases to be a Muslim. It is an
article of faith, with all Muslims.
"Looking at the circumstances
of the time and the unbounded
reverence of his followers" says a
Western writer "the most miraculous thing about Muhammad is that
he never claimed the power of
working miracles". Miracles were
performed but not to propagate
his faith and were attributed
entirely to God and his inscrutable
ways. He would plainly say that he
was a man like others. He had no
treasures of earth or heaven. Nor
did he claim to know the secrets
that lie in the womb of future. All
this was in an age when miracles
were supposed to be ordinary
occurrences, at the beck and call of
the commonest saint and when the
whole at.mosphere was surcharged
with supernaturalism in Arabia and
outside Arabia.
He turned the attention of his
followers towards the study of
nature and its laws, to understand
them and appreciate the Glory of
God. The Quran says: "God did not
create the heavens and the earth
and all that is between them in
play. He did not create them all but
with truth. But most men do not
know". The world is not an illusion, nor without purpose. It has
been created with truth. The
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number of verses in the Quran
inviting close observation of nature
are several times more than those
that relate to prayer, fast,
pilgrimage, etc. all put together.
The Muslims under its influence
began to observe nature closely and
this gave birth to the scientific
spirit of observation and experiments which was unknown to the
Greeks. While the Muslim Botanist,
Ibn Baitar wrote on Botany after
collecting plants from all parts of
the world, described by Mayer in
his Gesch der Botanika as a monument of industry, while Al Byruni
travelled for forty years to collect
mineralogical
specimens,
the
Muslim Astronomers made some
observations extending even over
twelve years, Aristotle wrote on
Physics without performing a single
experiment, wrote on natural
history carelessly stating without
taking the trouble to ascertain the
most easily verifiable fact that men
have more teeth than animal.

methods of science, detailed and
prolonged observation, experimen- ·
tal enquiry, were altogether alien to
Greek temperament. What we call
science arose in Europe as a result
of new methods of investigation, of
the method of experiment, observation, measurement, of the development of mathematics in a form
unknown to the Greeks ... That
spirit and these methods were
introduced into the European
world by the Arabs."

He turned the attention of his
followers towards the study of
nature and its laws, to
understand them and
appreciate the Glory of God.

Abu Ali Ibn Sina, known to the
West as Avicenna. Set the standard
of medical knowledge for 700 years

Galen, the greatest authority on
classical anatomy, informed that
the lower jaw consists of two
bones, a statement which is accepted unchallenged for centuries till
Abdul Latheef takes the trouble to
examine a human skeleton. After
enumerating several such instances,
Robert Priffalut concludes in his
well known book, the making of
humanity: "The debt of our science
to the Arabs does not consist in
startling discoveries or revoluntionary theories. Science owes a
great deal more to the Arab
culture: it owes its existence". The
same writer says: "The Greeks
systematised,
generalised
and
theorised but the patient ways of
investigation, the accumulation of
positive knowledge, the minute

It is the same practical character
of the teaching of Prophet
Muhammad that gave birth to the
scientific spirit, that has also sanctified the daily labours and the socalled mundane affairs. The Quran
says that God has created man to
worship hi but the _word worship
has a connotation of its own. God's
worship is not confined to prayer
alone, but every act that is done
with the purpose of winning the
approval of God and is for the
benefit of humanity comes under
its perview Islam sanctifies life and
all its pursuits provided they are
performed with honesty, justice
and pure intents. It obliterates the
age-long distinction between the
sacred and profane.
This new conception of religion
that it should also devote itself to
the betterment of this life rather

ALIRAN QUARTERLY VOL. 3 No. 4

50

than concern itself exclusively with
supermundane affairs, has led to a
new orientation of moral values. Its
abiding influence on the common
relations of mankind in the affairs
of every day life, its deep power
over the masses, its regulation of
their conceptions of rights and
duty, its suitability and adaptability
to the ignorant savage and the wise
philosopher alike are characteristic
features of the teachings of the
Prophet of Islam.
This stress on good actions is
not at the sacrifice of correctness
of faith. Islam is based on correct
faith and right actions. Means are as
important as the end and ends are
as important as the means. It is an
organic unity. Together they live
and thrive. Separate them and they
both decay and die. In Islam, Faith
cannot be divorced from action.
Right knowledge should be transferred into right action to produce
that right results. "Those who
believe and do good, they alone
shall enter paradise." How often
these words come in the Quran?
Again and again, not less than fifty
times these words are repeated.
Contemplation is encouraged, but
mere contemplation is not the goal.
Those who believe and do nothing
cannot exist in Islam. Those who
believe and do wrong are inconceivable. Divine law is the law of
effort and not of ideals. It chalks
out for man the path of eternal
progress from knowledge to action
and from action to satisfaction.
But what is the correct faith
from which right action spontaneously proceeds, resulting in
complete satisfaction? Here the
central doctrine of Islam is the
Unity of God. There is no god but
one God, is the pivot from which
hangs the whole teaching and
practice of Islam. He is unique not
only as regards His divine being but
also as regards His divine attributes.
As regards the attributes of God,
Islam adopts here as in other things
too, the law of the golden mean. It
avoids, on the one hand, the view
of God which divests the divine
being of every attribute and rejects
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on the other, the view which likens
Him to things material. The Quran
says, on the one hand, there is
nothing which is like Him ; on the
other, it affirms that He is Seeing,
Hearing, Knowing. He is the King
who is without a stain of fault or
deficiency, the mighty ship of His
power floats upon the ocean of
justice and equity. He is the Beneficent, the Merciful. He is the
Guardian over all. Islam does not
stop with the positive statement. It
adds further which is its most
special characteristic, the negative
aspect of the problem. There is also
no one else who is guardian over
anything. He is the mender of every
breakage, and no one else is the
mender of any breakage. He is the
restorer of any loss whatsoever.
There is no god but one God, above
any need, the Maker of bodies,
Creator of souls, the Lord of the
day of judgement and in short, in
the words of Quran, to Him belong
all the excellent qualities.

In Islam, Faith cannot be
divorced from action. Right
knowledge should be
transferred into right action to
produce the right results.

Regarding the position of man in
relation to the Universe, the Quran
says: "God has made subservient to
you whatever is on the earth or in
the Universe. You are destined to
rule over the Universe." But in
relation to God, the Quran says: "O
man, God has bestowed on you
excellent faculties and has created
life and death to put you to test in
order to see whose actions are good
and who has deviated from the
right path".
Inspite of free will which he
enjoys to some extent, every man is
born under certain circumstances
and continues to live under certain
circumstances beyond his control.
With regard to this, God says
according to Islam, it is My will to

create any man under conditions
that seem best to me. Cosmic plans,
finite mortals cannot fully comprehend. But I will certainly test you
in prosperity as well as in adversity,
in health as well as in sickness, in
heights as well as in depths. My
ways of testing differ from man to
man, from hour to hour. In adversity do not despair and do not
resort to unlawful means. It is but
a passing phase. In prosperity do
not forget God. God's gifts are
given only as trusts. You are always
on trial; every moment on test. In
this sphere of life "tileir's is not to
reason why, their's is but to do and
die ." If you live, live in accordance
with God; and if you·die, die in the
path of God. You may call it
fatalism. But this type of fatalism is
a condition of vigorous increasing
effort, keeping you ever on the
alert. Do not consider this temporal
life on earth as the end of human
existence. There is a life after death
and it is eternal. Life after death is
only a connecting link, a door that
opens up hidden reality of life.
Every action in life, however insignificant, produces a lasting effect.
It is correctly recorded somehow.
Some of the ways of God are
known to you, but many of His
ways are hidden from you. What is
hidden in you and from you in this
world will be unrolled and laid
open before you in the next.
Fight in this life the tendencies
of the spirit prone to evil, tempting
to lead you into iniquitous ways.
Reach the next stage when the selfaccusing spirit in your conscience
is awakened and the soul is anxious
to attain moral excellence and
revolts against disobedience. This
will lead you to the final stage of
the soul at rest, contented with
God, finding its happiness and
delight in Him alone. The soul no
more stumbles. The stage of
struggle passes away . Truth is
victorious and falsehood lays down
its arms. All complexes will then be
resolved . Your house will not be
divided
against
itself.
Your
personality will get integrated
round the central core of submis51

sion to the will of God and
complete surrender to His divine
purpose. All hidden energies will
then be released. The soul then will
have peace. God will then address
you, "O thou soul that art at rest,
the restest fully contented with thy
Lord, return to thy Lord, He is
pleased with thee and thou be
pleased with Him; So enter among
my servants and enter into my
paradise."
This is the final goal for man; to
become on the one hand the master
of the Universe and on the other to
see that his soul finds rest in his
Lord, that not only his Lord will be
pleased with him but that he is also
pleased with his Lord. Contentment , complete contentment, satisfaction,
complete satisfaction,
peace, complete peace will result.
The love of God is his food at this
stage and he drinks deep at the
fountain of life. Sorrow and frustration do not overwhelm him and
success does not find him vain and
exulting.
Thomas Carlyle, struck by this
philosophy of life writes: "And
then also Islam - that we must
submit to God; that our whole
strength lies in resigned submission
to Him, whatsoever He does to us,
the thing He sends to us, even if
death and worse than death, shall
be good , shall be best ; we resign
ourselves to God." The same author
continues "If this be Islam" , says
Goethe, "do we not all live in
Islam?" Carlyle himself answers this
question of Goethe ,' "Yes, all of us
that have any moral life, we all live
so. This is yet the highest wisdom
that heaven has revealed to our
earth." D

The author, Prof. Ramakrishna
Rao is a lecturer at Houston
University, Texas.
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY IN
SOUTHEAST ASIA

The

foreign policy of any
nation is determined to a
great extent by its domestic structure of power and pattern of
interests. This is particularly true of
the superpowers. Thus, the global
economic interests of the United
States sought and sustained by its
commercial, industrial, technological and military elites constitute
a vital factor in its foreign policy.
Similarly, Soviet foreign policy is
shaped largely by a social system
dominated by bureaucratic and
military elites.
It is only if we understand
foreign policy in this manner, that
we will be able to explain American
dominance of South and Central
America, its support for Israel in
the Middle East, its hostility
towards genuine liberation movements in Africa, its opposition to
the development of progressive
political trends in various parts of
Asia. More specifically, it is because
of its desire to reaffirm and perhaps
even reinforce its economic power
that the United States refused to
ratify the law of the Seas and chose
to opt out of the UNCTAD declaration on the world economy last
month.
This global perspective on the
United States conduct in international affairs is important to
achieve a clearer view of its role in
Southeast Asia. For the considerations which mould American
foreign policy in this region are not
dissimilar to the elements that
influence its relations with other
parts of the world.
Though the American position
in Southeast Asian politics became
a point of controversy only after its
massive involvement in Vietnam, it
must be remembered that United
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States trade and investment ties
with various countries in this area
were already quite considerable by
the beginning of the First World
War. After all its interest in the
Pacific was one of the reasons
which induced the United States
to establish a colony in the Philippines towards the end of the last
century.

The United States fears the
type of nationalism which
would insist upon Southeast
Asians controlling their own
natural resources, creating
their own industries and
establishing their own trade
patterns.

However, American involvement
in Southeast Asia assumed greater
significance in the wake of a
dramatic transformation in the
character of the American economy
which became apparant after the
Second World War. In the midst of
devastated industrial economies,
the Unit
States - relatively
unscathed in the War - emerged as
the World's leading industrial
power. Its industrial production
quadrupled. It became very dependent upon the raw materials of
other countries. It needed a huge
world market to sustain its industries. Southeast Asia with its
mineral resources, its raw materials,
its vital sea lanes, its strategic
location between the Indian and
Pacific Oceans, therefore, took on a
new importance in the eyes of the
United States.
This is why the United States
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feared the type of nationalism
which would insist upon Southeast
Asians controlling their own natural
resources, creating their own industries, establishing their own trade
patterns. This was obvious in the
pronouncements
of
American
policy-makers from 1945 onwards.
It explains their suspicion of
genuine nationalists in Indonesia
and Indo-China in those years.
As a result of this prejudiced
attitude, they failed to realize that
the Vietminh (of Vietnam) was
essentially a national liberation
movement struggling to free the
country from French rule. If anything,
the
triumph
of the
Communists in China convinced
them that Vietnamese communism
had to be crushed. Hence, their
support for French colonialism.
When the Chinese gave a helping
hand to North Korean forces in the
Korean War, the Americans became
even more convinced that Communism was on the war-path in
Asia.
Since 19 50, American foreign
policy in Southeast Asia has been
obsessed with the containment of
communism. What began as a
policy to preserve an economic
environment that would be conducive to the expansion of American
capitalism has now become an
ideological
obsession.
It
has
developed a life, a force of its own.
For 20 years, fighting communism
meant protecting Southeast Asia
from Chinese encroachment.
While it is true that communism
has never ceased to emphasise ideological conquest, it is undeniable
that very often American political
leaders failed to distinguish communist aspirations from a sincere
desire to be non-aligned. There was
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American political leaders fail
to distinguish communist
aspirations from sincere
desires to be non-aligned.
Consequently, the United States
found itself supporting the most
dictatorial,
oppressive
regimes
imaginable - as it happened in
South Vietnam throughout the
sixties. It led to the deployment of
thousands upon thousands of
American youths in a War whose
primary foe was in fact the
Vietnamese peasant.
Even after the United State's
humiliating defeat in Vietnam, and
Indo-China, there has been no real
re-appraisal of its role in Southeast
Asia. All that has taken place is a
shift in emphasis. The United States
now realizes that it will not be able
to commit its own human power to
military expeditions in other lands.
It has passed on the burden of
protecting American interests in
Asia to Asians themselves. The
United States will of course provide
military intelligence and military
hardware. It will make available the
latest weapons to its allies. Its
military pacts, its military bases in
Southeast Asia as elsewhere will
continue. This is what the Nixon
doctrine of 1969 is all about.
It was not just imminent defeat
in Vietnam which was responsible
for the doctrine. The United States
sensed that the Sino-Soviet split
was irreconcilable for the time
being. China was also for that
reason desirous of cultivating better
relations with the United States.
American military alert directed
against China from Southeast Asia
was no longer as necessary. For the
United States - and China - the
perceived threat now is the growing
Soviet naval strength in the Indian

and Pacific Oceans. The Soviet
'menace' then has replaced the
Chinese 'danger' in Southeast Asia
as far as the Americans are
concerned.
Seen against this backdrop, one
wonders whether the greater
emphasis upon defence and military
expenditure on the part of Japan
is not part of the policy of getting
America's allies to look after its
interests in the region? ls it yet
another dimension of the 'Nixon
doctrine'? Is it possible that South
Korea, Taiwan and Singapore are
also being drawn into a security
network which would, in the
ultimate analysis, preserve and perpetuate American interests in
Southeast and East Asia? Is it
related to increasing allocations for
military
expenditure
within
ASEAN? There is, after all, a high
degree of ideological convergence
between the United States and
these states which provides the
basis for common security perceptions.

It

is often argued in certain
circles that a security alignment

Keeping the Peace?
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of this sort is necessary to preserve
the democratic way of life against
communist totalitarianism. The
argument is a weak one for a
variety of reasons. First, hardly any
of the Southeast Asian states
involved fulfils all the major characteristics of democratic systems.
Second, as we have seen, American
economic interests in the region
preceded the emergence of communist states. Third, it is fallacious
to assume that the rejection of
American dominance in Southeast
Asia must mean the acceptance of
communist hegemony. Finally,
from the evidence we have in
Southeast Asia it is obvious that
security alignments and arrangements are worthless in the fight
against communism for the triumph
of that ideology is often brought
about by oppression and exploitation perpetrated against the people
by the precedent regime which is
also invariably corrupt and decadent.
This is why what is really needed
in this region is the determination
to evolve just, humane societies
where wealth, power and knowledge are equitably distributed and
the basic rights and liberties of the
people are protected through
genuinely .participatory democracies which cherish the right of
dissent. Equally important, such
societies should aspire to be selfreliant and autonomous. Needless
to say, neither the practice of
communism nor American foreign
policy in Southeast Asia will allow
for the emergence of such societies.
Indeed, even attempts to obtain
better prices for our primary commodities and to secure markets for
some of our manufactured products
continue to be thwarted by various
anti-Third World policies of the
United States. If this can happen to
countries like Malaysia which are
seeking to achieve a certain measure
of self-reliance within the international capitalist system we can
imagine how much more difficult
it will be for nations that want to
chart their own autonomous path
to progress.
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Security of the human being
from ignorance, ill-health and
the arbitrariness of those in
authority is not the same thing
as the security of a regime.
And yet, unless there is autonomous development guided by the
goals of freedom and equality,
there is no hope of genuine security
for ordinary human beings in this
region. Security of the human being
is not the same thing as the security
of a regime. For we can have secure
regimes protected by powerful arms
and armies while the people themselves are not secure from ignorance , ill-health, the arbitrariness of
those in authority, the greed of the
wealthy and so on. It is the security
of ordinary people that we should
work for.

While the transformation of

society aimed towards greater
justice is the best way of achieving
people's security, there is also a
need to establish a new framework
for international relations in the
Southeast Asian region. To start
with, there should be no alien
troops in any country. Vietnamese
troops should be withdrawn unconditionally from Kampuchea just
as Indonesian troops should leave
East Timur and American troops
should vacate Philippines and
Thailand and Australian and British
troops should quit Malaysia and
Singapore. There should be no
foreign bases in the region like the
Subic and the Clark Air Bases in the
Philippines. By the same token,
naval or military facilities made
available to any of the superpowers
should be subjected to international
inspection. Cam Ranh Bay in
Vietnam which is used by Soviet
ships should allow such scrutiny.
More than that, the Soviet
Union, the United States, China
and Japan should undertake to
follow a policy of non-interference
in the internal affairs of Southeast
Asian states. Southeast Asian states
themselves should not be involved
in Big Power conflicts. All this
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should be guaranteed by international treaty with the various
Southeast Asian states and the 'Big
Four' in Southeast Asian politics
(the USSR, USA, China and Japan)
as signatories. The United Nations
should supervise the implementation of this arrangement.
It is this sort of arrangement
that can lead to the establishment
of Zopfan (a zone of peace, freedom and neutrality) as suggested
by the Malaysian government in
1971. Zopfan is a good starting
point for developing the basis for a
secure and stable Southeast Asia. It
is important therefore to revive this
concept at this juncture.
But for Zopfan to succeed,
Southeast Asian states themselves
must make a conscious effort to be
genuinely non-aligned - as the late
Deputy Prime Minister, Tun Dr.
Ismail, once stated. They must also
realize that non-alignment in international relations is only possible if
domestic economic, cultural and
technological policies reflect the
values of autonomy and selfreliance.

Southeast Asian states
themselves must make a
conscious effort to be
genuinely non-aligned.

Equally important is the role of
the Big Powers in the Zopfan concept. Since our concern in this
analysis is e United States, it is
imperative that American policy
makers understand that without a
total, wholistic approach to the
problem there can be no peaceful,
free, neutral Southeast ·Asia. What
this means is not just military withdrawal from the region but also a
willingness to revamp economic and
cultural activities in such a manner
that a more equitable relationship
emerges between Southeast Asian
states and the United States.
The question is: Is this possible
when the forces responsible for
American dominance and control
54

of other states are so deeply embedded in the existing social
structure? Will the businessmen,
industrialists,
technocrats and
bureaucrats who benefit from
American dominance of the ·international system allow the United
States to become a nation (albeit an
important one) among nations? It is
almost certain that they will resist
with all their might any such transformation.
This is why if there is any hope
at all it lies with groups outside the
American establishment. They must
realize that a different mood
prevails in the Third World today even if it is not all that strong in the
Southeast Asia of the eighties.
People want to establish societies
that are free of outside control.
They want to shape their policies
in such a way that their own
welfare - and not the well-being of
some superpower - will take
precedence over everything else.
They do not want to be mere
appendages of other systems. They
do not want to be carbon copies of
other experiences.
This is the message from Central
America, from Iran, from parts of
Africa and South Asia. In another
sense, it is also the message from
the youths of Europe who reject
the American nuclear umbrella just
as they are opposed to Soviet
military expansionism. One day,
the same call for autonomy, for
independence, for the liberation of
the human being will echo from the
streets of Southeast Asia.
The people of the United States
- of all countries - should be able
to empathize with this call. For
the United States has experienced
dominance and control. It sought
and won liberty. Freedom, equality
and justice have been great social
urges in the American political
tradition which in turn have given
rise to the finest thoughts and
noblest endeavours known to man.
Surely, we have a right to expect
such a people to work with us
towards a Southeast Asia which is
dominated by none and equal to
all. D
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LAND REFORM

Shukor Kassim

The author is attached to the Centre for Policy Research, Universiti Sains Malaysia. This article is a summary of his
paper, Land Reform: Options and Realities, presented at the Seventh Convention, Malaysian Economic Association,
early this year.

Regional magazines often refer
to Malaysia as a 'gem'
amongst developing nations. Contrary to this belief, Malaysia
remains just another Third World
Nation faced with grave problems,
not unlike those of other Third
World Nations. Perhaps the greatest
challenge that we are faced with is
poverty.
Poverty* exists in the agricultural sector as well as the nonagricultural sector. However it is in
the agricultural sector that the
incidence of poverty is alarmingly
high. The Fourth Malaysia Plan
shows that for Peninsula Malaysia,
16.8% of households in the nonagricultural sector live below the
poverty line, while 46.1 % of households in the agricultural sector live
below the poverty line. There are
in all 443.7 thousand households
in the agricultural sector which live
below the poverty line, with the
greatest incidence of poverty
occuring amongst rubber small-

* In the case of Malaysia, the poverty

line income based on Sudhir Anand's
research is $25/- per month per
person, or taking an average family of
five persons, $125/. per month per
household.

holders (41.3%) and padi farmers
(55.1%).
The agricultural sector has
declined in importance over the
years. From contributing 30.8% of
the Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
in 1970, the agricultural sector contributed 22.2% of the GDP in 1980
and based on projections in the
Outline Perspective Plan (OPP), will
only contribute 14.4% of the GDP
in 1990. Similarly the contribution
of the agricultural sector to total
employment has been 50% and 41 %
for 1970 and 1980 respectively,
and OPP projections put it as 31.8%
in 1990. Clearly the future of the
agricultural sector is one of low
economic growth. The declining
importance of the agricultural
sector will lead to even greater
incidence of poverty in this sector.
It would be naive to believe that
the incidence to poverty in the
agricultural sector can be reduced
by growth in the non-agricultural
sector. Those who would have us
believe this, argue that the poor
could leave the agricultural sector
and make a better life for themselves in the non-agricultural sector.
However total projected job
creation in the non-agricultural

sector between 1981-1990 is
estimated as 1,751.2 thousand
which is 98 .4 thousand less than
the expected increase in the total
labour force by 1990. Not even the
projected increase in the labour
force can be absorbed by the nonagricultural sector. Thus no opportunity exists for a net outflow of
households from the agricultural
sector. The total number of households· in the agricultural sector is
expected to be about the same in
1990 as it was in 1980.
If there is to be a reduction in
the incidence of poverty amongst
agricultural households, this reduction will have to take place within
the agricultural sector. Suitable
policies and programs will have to
be introduced within the agricultural sector itself. Let us now
proceed to examine the nature of
policies which will have to be
implemented with respect to padi
farmers.

The

predominant cause of
poverty amongst peasant
farmers is uneconomic sized
holdings. A peasant farmer who
cultivates a small and uneconomic
farm, cannot hope to rise above
the poverty level. One estimate of
farm size required by owner
operator*, owner tenant and tenant
groups to rise above the poverty
level is 3 .2 relongs * *, 3 .6 relongs
and 4 relongs respectively.

* Owner operators, are peasant farmers

who own and work their own land.
Owner tenants, are peasant farmers
who own part of the land they work
on and rent the rest ofit.
Tenants are landless peasant farmers
who rent the land on which they
work.

** 1 Acre= 1.42 Relongs.
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TABLE 1
COLLAPSED SIZE DISTRIBUTION OF PAD! LAND
HOLDINGS MUDA IRRIGATION SCHEME AREA, 1975/76

Class
(relong)

Holdings
Absolute
Frequency

Holdings
Relative
Frequency
(%)

Area
Absolute
Frequency
(relong)

A.tea
Relati1e
FtequettcY

0.01 - 3.99

27898

61.8

45349

21.6

1.6

4.00 - 9.99

12197

27.1

76090

31.6

6.2

10.00 &
above

5020

11.2

88933

42.3

17.7

45115

100.1

210372

100.0

Size

Totals

A large proportion of peasant
farmers live below the poverty line
amidst unequal land ownership
patterns. A study made on the
Muda Irrigation Scheme {Table 1)
shows that 61.8% of peasant
farmers had holdings which were
below 4 relongs in size. While
61.8% of peasant farmers {less than
4 relongs) owned 21.6% of the
scheme area, 11.2% of peasant

of the top 11.2% peasant farmers
was 17.7 relongs ! Generally, small
farm size is a dominant characteristic of padi land holdings, but it is
clear that a sizeable proportion of
the land is held as a relatively small
number of large holdings. Similar
patterns emerge in a study made on
land holdings in Mukim Jal and
Cerang Melintang, Tumpat, Kelantan in 1981.
Commercialization of peasant
agriculture tends to result in
larger farms on one hand and
marginalized farms on the
other.

farmers (more than 10 relongs)
owned 42.3% of the scheme area.
Average farm size of the bottom
61.8% peasant farmers was 1.6
relong, while the average farm size

ALI RAN QUARTERLY VOL. 3 No. 4

Uneq
land ownership patterns
do exist. It is important now to
ascertain whether or not this
inequality has worsened over the
years. It is often theorized that
commercialization of peasant agriculture tends to be accompanied
by concentration of land in a few
hands, resulting in polarization of
big holdings and large farms on one
hand and small, uneconomic and
marginalized farms on the other.
An analysis of farm size and tenure
confirms this notion {Table 2).
In 1955, out of a total of
46,547 farms, 32.5% were small,
56

(%)

Mean Fann
Size
(relong)

half of the farms were of medium
size and 17 .8% of the farms were
large. Twenty years later, nearly
50% of the farms are now in the
small category, while the big farms
appear to maintain their hold over
padi cultivation. More specifically a
study made on land tenure in Muda
{Table 3) shows the gradual transition to owner operated farms.
From operating 40% of the land in
1955 the tenant group has been
reduced to operating only 22.7%
of the land in 1975/76. The loss of
17.3% of land tenure of the tenant
group can be accounted for by
noting that the increase in land
tenure of the owner operator group
is 14.4%. Since pure tenants could
not possibly join the ranks of the
owner operator class, they have
most probably been marginalized
further. The owner tenant group
seems to have maintained its hold
over this period of time.

Subsidies, increases in
productivity and group
farming are options that
represent mere tinkerings with
an unjust system.
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TABLE 2
CHANGES IN FARMS SIZE DISTRIBUTION OVER
TIMES MUDA IRRIGATION SCHEME AREA

Farm Size

1955

Category

(relonas)

.6
.2
.7
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1966

1975-76

Farms

Area

Farms

%

%
Area

Farms

%

%
Area

%

%

Farrm

1972-73

C

%

less than 4
(small)

32.5

10.1

38.1

17.3

39.5

16.8

46.7

17.0

4-10
(medium)

49.6

46.9

46.4

44.9

48.5

52.8

38.9

43.2

greater than
10 (large)

17.8

43.0

15.3

37.8

12.0

30.4

14.6

39.8

Totals

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

Total Farms

46,547

49,772

affected by the accumulation of
agricultural land that has resulted
due to the commercialization of
agriculture. Owners take back the
more profitable land to operate it
themselves or let it out to larger
tenants or owner tenants.
We have
ascertained
that
unequal land ownership patterns
exist. In addition to this we have
also ascertained that these unequal

43,921

patterns tend to get progressively
worse as time goes on.

61,164
a payment of $10 per picul of padi
sold through the Lembaga Padi
Negara ( or its authorized agents)
and the provision of free fertilizer
at the rate of two bags per relong,
up to a maximum of 17 bags (8 .5
relongs). Price support and payment for marketed padi tend to
benefit the big farmers more than
they do thari the small farmers,
simply because they sell more padi.

ubsidies, increase in producS tivity
and group farming are

often cited as programs that work
towards the eradication of poverty
in this sector. Let us examine each
of these programs in turn.
The three main subsidies for
padi are government support price,

TABLE3
LAND TENURE IN MUDA (I 955-1975/76)

,

Tenurial
Status of
Farmers

1955

1966

1972-73

1975-76

Farmers

Area

%

%
Farmers

%
Area

%
Farmers

Area

%

%
Farmen

Area

Owner-Operator

37.6

30.9

44.5

39.5

44.0

43.2

56.1

45.3

Tenant

42.1

40.0

41.4

38.8

37.6

30.3

24.5

22.7

Owner-Tenant

20.3

29.1

14.0

21.7

18.5

26.6

19.4

32.0

Totals

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

Total Farms

46,547

%

49,772

43,921

%

61,164

are usually
thoroughly
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I n a situation of widespread and

persistent poverty, in which
access to padi land is the primary
determinant of well-being, ownership and operation of the land
should be distributed relatively
equally amongst its cultivators.
Land reform is not merely just
another option to be consider~d,
but the only option we can
consider if we are truly interested
in elevating the position of the
small farmers, tenants and landless
agricultural labourers. Far from
being a radical option it is simply
part of 'Looking East'! Taiwan,
Japan and Korea have generated
national growth and agricultural
transformation through various
Similarly big farmers benefit more
from the fertilizer subsidy as they
operate more land. The fact that
big farmers benefit more from all
three forms of subsidy, tends to
aggravate the situation of the small
farmer . By making large padi farms
more profitable and therefore ,
attractive enterprises, the subsidy
strengthens the forces of accumulation of padi land. The indirect
result of subsidies is that small padi
farmers will find themselves
operating even a smaller share of
the total padi land in the future.
Considerable scope is said to
exist for increasing the productivity
of certain padi growing regions (eg.
Muda Irrigation Scheme). Some
quarters believe that if small farm
households can increase their
productivity, they can rise above
the poverty line despite their
working only small plots of land.
There is however no basis for this
kind of optimism. We must not
forget that the per capita farm size
of poverty households is less than
1.75 relong. What this means is that
to make up for the uneconomic
farm size, productivity increases on
these small farms would have to be
in the region of 100% (since the
average farm size is only half that
required to put them above the
poverty line). Productivity increases
of these magnitude are clearly not
possible especially in the case of
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small farms which are already more
productive than medium sized and
large farms*.
Recently efforts have been made
to promote group farming. These
group farms are in fact state farms
on which some padi farmers are
employed as agricultural labourers.
Management is in the hands of
government agricultural staff and
these projects are heavily subsidised
as overhead and operating expenses
are high. More alarming is the fact
that the returns of a farmer 'participant' are in proportion to the
amount of land that he contributes
to the project. Thus the project as
a whole has little to offer the small
farmer.
These three popular 'options'
represent no more than tinkering
with an unjust system. The root of
the problem · the unavailability
of land and if the solutions that we
propose are going to have any
significance at all, the question of
economic land holdings has to be
addressed.

* Studies have shown that productivity

per hectare per annum varies inversely
with farm size. Lai Kok Chew's study
on MADA in 19 74, showed that the
yield per hectare (1 hectare = 3.5
Relong) is 3,244 gantang, 2,651
gantang and 2,170 gantang for small
farmers (less than 1 hectare) , middle
farmers (1-2.9 hectares) and large
farmers (greater than 3 hectares)
respectively.
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In the final analysis the
implementation of land
reform is merely a question of
having sufficient political will.

forms of land reform.
In practise land reforms would
constitute imposition of a ceiling
on the amount of padi land that
could be owned and operated by
one household and restrictions on
the ownership of padi land by
members of non-cultivating households. There is sufficient padi land
for example in the Muda Irrigation
Scheme where such a program
could be successfully implemented.
If 344,353 relong (the estimated
area of padi land) was divided by
the estimated 61,000 padi farmers
and 5,000 landless agricultural
labourers, then we would get an
average of 5 .22 relongs. This is well
above the 3.2 relong for owneroperated land thought necessary to
enable an average sized household
to rise above the poverty line.
The net result of a program such
as this would be producing a more
just situation as well as increasing
the productivity of the entire
scheme. Productivity tends to be
higher on small farms provided
there is equality of access to new
inputs, technology and credit.
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If the suggested program is too
'radical' for consideration thereexists a slight variation which
would make an immediate impact
on the situation. What could be
done is to legislate a ceiling on farm
size and a redistribution of the right
to operate (not own) padi land
which is in excess of this ceiling. In
the Muda Irrigation Scheme for
example the average farm size is 5 .6
relongs. If a ceiling of 9 .9 relongs
was created what would happen is
that enough padi land would be
released to increase the farm size
of the small farmer to an average of
3.8 relongs. As nearly two-thirds of
small farmers in this region are
currently owner-operators, 3.8
relongs would be a farm size
adequate for these new ownertenants to rise above the poverty
level (3 .6 relongs).
Land reform is the main
mechanism towards poverty reduction in the agricultural sector.
Without a program to increase the
size of small padi farms, subsidies
and other efforts will at best aid the
small farmers insufficiently and at
worse further marginalize them.
However accompanied by land
reform, existing government subsidies would greatly enhance the
position of the small farmer.
Unjust structures are not easily
transformed. While they tend on
one hand to oppress and exploit,
they on the other hand work
towards the benefit of certain
quarters. These quarters will work
unceasingly towards the maintenance of an unjust situation merely
because it serves their own interest.
Land reform - a mechanism that
works towards poverty reduction
by addressing the root cause of this
poverty will be opposed by various
quarters. However it remains the
only option available. If the powers
that be are genuinely concerned
about rural poverty they should
waste no time in implementing land
reform. In the final analysis this
implementation
is
merely a
question of having sufficient
political will. D

VITAL STATISTICS

EDUCATION
Jf at all there is a means to bridge

the gap between the poor and
the rich in a dependent capitalist
nation like Malay ·a, it must be
education. Since independence in
1957 the Malaysian government has
invested much funds for educational development. Table 1 shows
the increases in enrolment by levels
of education between 1957-80.

It is clear from the table that
increasing numbers of Malaysian
youths have been able to acquire an
education. As against these figures,
however, we should remember that
our population has also been
rapidly growing: from 6.2H million
(only peninsular Malaysia) in 1957
to 10.8 million in 1970 to 14.3
million in 1980.
Apart from the above we should
also be concerned as to the percentage of youths in schools/institutions as against those who have
dropped out.

From Table 2 we see that in 1972
91 .6% of the youths of primary
school age were in school; 60.8%
of those of lower secondary school
age enrolled; 24.0% of those of
upper
secondary school age
enrolled and only 1.2% of those
of university age enrolled. The
related figures for 1975 do not
show any dramatic improvements.
A few important points come to
mind . Firstly , the figures indicate
that our educational system is
highly pyramidical with very few
youths being able to acqujre a
university education. This means
that a great many youths have to
leave school early to fend for
themselves a living. This includes
some 40% of the youths of lower
secondary school age and some 76%
of the youths of upper secondary
school age . What kind of future
awaits them?
Secondly, if the above is true,
then it is sad that so much atten-

TABLE 1

1MI of Education

19571

Primary Level
Secondaiy Level
Post-Secondary Level
Grand Total

197ol

1,sol

933 ,200

1,679,798

2,006,760

81 ,000

532 ,340

1,060,648

2,684

27 ,926

84,481

1,016,884

2,240,064

3,151,889

Lee, E., Educational Planning in West Malaysia, Oxford University
Press, 1972, Table 11.5, p.12.
(2) Malaysia, Fourth Malaysia Plan, 1981-1985 Government Printers
Kuala Lumpur, 1981, Table 21-1, pp. 345-346.
'

Sources: (1)
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tion in recent times has been given
to university education which
benefits so few and not, say,
secondary school education instead.
And thirdly, since so few
students get the opportunity to
acquire a university education what
then is the status of the theory that
education is the means for bridging
the gap between the rich and the
poor? Table 3 shows that there is a
high degree of correlation between
one's educational attainment and
father's occupational status. For
instance 45% of the students in the
university who came from P.J. have
parents who .were professionals,
managers or high executives. By
contrast, 48.8% of the youths, also
from P.J., who received no formal
education or only primary school
education
were
children
of
unskilled manual labourers. From
these and other figures from Table
3, it is clear that education as a
means to improving one's economic
status and as a means of bridging
the gap between the poor and the
rich is more, wishful thinking than
fact. D

TABLE 2
PERCENT A_GE OF AGE GROUPS ENROLLED IN ASSISTED
SCHOOLS/INSTITUTIONS BY LEVEL OF
EDUCATION 1972 AND 1975

Level of Education

AgeGroup

Enrolment Ratio
19721

19752
(%)

(%)

Primary

6+ to 11+

91.6

96.0

Lower Secondary

12+ to 14+

60.8

66.8

Upper Secondarya

15+ to 16+

24.0

31.6

Postsecondary b

17+ to 18+

4.8

6.9

University LevelC

19+ to 24+

1.2

1.5

Notes:

(a)
(b)

(c)

All assisted schools, technical and vocational institutions;
All Sixth Form classes in assisted and technical schools, teacher
training institutions, Mara Institute of Technology (diploma
course), Ungku Omar Polytechnic, Tunku Abdul Rahman College.
University of Malaya, University of Science, National University
of Malaysia, University of Agriculture, Mara Institute of Technology (professional course) , University of Technology.

Sources: (1)

Economic Report 1973/74, The Treasury, Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur, 1973, Table lll, p. 60.
(2) Educational Statistics of Malaysia 1974/75, EPRD, Ministry of
Education, 1978, Table 2, p. 5.

TABLE3
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT BY FATHERS' STATUS

Fathers•
Occupational

Category

No
Fonnal
Education

Primary

Lower
Upper
PostUniversity Total Total
Secondary Secondary Secondary
% N

1. Professional,
managerial, high
executive etc.

0.0

0.0

10.0

25.0

20.0

45.0

100

20

2. Semi-professional

0.0

4.8

9.5

31.0

14.3

40.5

100

42

0.6

6.1

15.4

47.4

11.3

19.3

100 363

4. Skilled & semiskilled manual

1.0

27.6

22.4

31.6

7.1

10.2

100

5. Unskilled manual

1.7

47.1

19.8

22.7

5.2

3.5

3. Supervisory, lower
professional,
technical, electrical,
sales

Source:

98

100 172

Singh, Sarjit (Mrs.) nee Jasbir Kaur Dhaliwal, "Education and Social Mobility in Malaysia: A Case Study of
Petaling Jaya", Ph.D. thesis, University of Malaya, 1973, Table 4.2, p. 163.
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TOWARDS HUMANIZATION
Rajen Devaraj

The movement of inquiry must be directed
towards humanization-man's historical vocation.
The pursuit of full humanity, however cannot
be carried out in isolation or individua sm, but
only in fellowship and solidarity; therefore
it cannot unfold in the antagonistic relations
between oppressors and oppressed. No one
can be authentically human while he prevents
others from being so. Attempting to be more
human, individualistically leads to having
more egotistically: a form of dehumanization.

Ministry of

In

20
42

363
98
172

Study of

a particular society, the
majority are denied from developing their full human potential
due to the existence of certain unjust structures and institutions. In
the case of education, we find
the child of a worker, living in the
depressed conditions of a squatter
community, having much less
chance of 'making it' when compared to the child coming from a
middle-class , background. In the
case of the wage system, we find
some people having to toil the
whole day long just in order to
make ends meet, while others
working no less hard manage to
accumulate more wealth than they
know what to do with.
Both these cases are similar in so
far as they indicate the existence
of structures within our society
that tend to discriminate in favour
of some against others. Individuals
in society can be seen as oppressors
or as being oppressed depending
on either the way in which they

Paulo Freire,
Pedagogy of the Oppressed
relate to one another on an individual basis, or the way in which they
relate to unjust structures that
exist. In the latter case the oppressors are those that benefit from the
unjust
structures
while
the
oppressed are those that are victims
of the unjust structures. It does not
matter whether one wilfully strives
to maintain these unjust structure
or not. Merely by benefitting from
unjust structures and not working to
restore justice one is the oppressor.
These unjust structures because
they prevent man from receiving
adequate food, clothing and shelter,
because they prevent him from
developing his innov~tive and
creative abilities and because they
stunt his growth, are structures that
dehumanise man. As we perceive
the extent of dehumanization in
modern society, we have to ask
ourselves if working towards a
society where man can realise to
his full human potential i.e. humanization, is a viable possibility.
61

Our experiences over the years
have shown us that both humanization and dehumanization are
possibilities for man. But while
both of these are real alternatives
only the first is man's vocation. The
struggle for humanization is
possible only because dehumanization - although a concrete historical reality - is not a given destiny
but the result of an unjust order.
Because dehumanization is a distortion of the vocation of becoming
more fully human, sooner or later
being less human leads the
oppressed to struggle against those
who have made them so.

Sooner or later being less
human leads the oppressed to
struggle against those who
have made them so.
In the initial stages of the
struggle however the oppressed
struggle in order that they themselves can become oppressors. Their
ideal is to be men but for them to
be men is to be the oppressor. Their
vision of the new man is individualistic; they have internalized the
image of the oppressor and have
adopted his guidelines. It is not to
become free men that they want
agrarian reform but in order to
acquire land and thus become landowners - or more precisely, bosses
over other workers. It is a rare
peasant who once 'promoted' to
overseer does not become more of
a tyrant towards his former
comrades than the owner himself.
It is a rare worker who having been
'promoted' to supervisor does not
become more of a slave-driver
towards his former co-workers.
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The great humanistic and
historical challenga facing the
oppressed is thus to liberate
not only themselves but their
oppressors as well.
In order for the struggle to have
meaning, the oppressed must not in
seeking to regain their humanity
become in turn oppressors of the
oppressors but rather restorers of
the humanity of both. The great
humanistic and historical challenge
facing the oppressed is thus to
liberate not only themselves but
their oppressors as well. The
oppressors
who
exploit and
rape by virtue of their power
cannot find in this power the
strength to liberate either the
oppressed or themselves. Only
power that springs from the weakness of the oppressed will be
sufficiently strong to free both.
Who are better prepared than the
oppressed to understand the
terrible significance of an oppressive society? Who suffer the effects
of oppression more than the
oppressed? Who can better understand the necessity for liberation?

The

oppressed and certain
members of the oppressor
class who join the oppressed in
their struggle for liberation, may
want to bring about change for one
or two reasons. Firstly, one may
want to bring about change because
one loathes the present system. One
sees clearly how various aspects of
the present system dehumanise
man and one feels the need to
destroy, and build in its place something better. This is not an uncommon feeling; the great danger however in adopting this outlook as a
basis for change is that suddenly
everything become either black or
white. Feelings of hate cloud the
mind. If one hates the system, a
natural consequence of this is that
one soon hates the people who
perpetuate it. Not only those who
wilfully struggle to maintain it but
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also those who apathetically hang
around without making a stand.
When one hates, very soon the world
be.comes divided into two camps:
'us' and 'them'. If you do not work
with us, then you are working
against us. When one hates one
gathers ar,ound oneself a tightlyknit group of people who feel
exactly the same way, and this
group sees itself as the saviours of
mankind - all others, those who
wilfully oppress, or those standing
apathetically around, and even those
striving for a better world are
lumped together as 'them'.
Secondly one may want to bring
about change because one loves
man. Not simply one's fellow
activists and one's family but all of
mankind. Looking around and
seeing the way in which man is
dehumanised one wants to join the
struggle because he wants something better for mankind. A struggle
for liberation based on love will be
a struggle with mankind for all of
mankind, and will enable us to
liberate not only ourselves but the
oppressors as well. The struggle,
because of the purpose given to it
by the oppressed, will now constitute an act of love opposing the
lovelessness which lies at the heart
of the oppressors' violence.

Those of us who become
aware have no choice but to
commit ourselves to struggle
at tbe side of the oppressed.

Jf we see love as the cornerstone

of building a new world we have
to ask ourselves a very basic question. How do we cultivate feelings
of love for mankind .... mankind
who on the one hand are miserable,
poor, ignorant, superstitious, fearful, oppressed and wretched and on
the other hand indifferent, arrogant, cruel, domineering and
oppressive? To cultivate love for
mankind we have to first examine
the nature of man and try to under-
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stand it.
To my mind we must begin to
see man as neither black nor white
but varying shades of grey. We must
learn to appreciate the inherent
goodness that lies within each man.
But while appreciating this , we
must not allow ourselves to forget,
that as an incomplete being stri$g
to greater heights, he is still capable
of committing inhuman acts or
acting against the best interests of
humanity or even himself, from
time to time. To put it in simplistic
terms we have to see man as consisting of both good and evil;
struggling with himself in order that
he may become more fully human.
. The slumbering middle-class who
reap the benefits of an unjust
system, who make investments and
profit out of the exploitation of the
poor, who have neither the will nor
the backbone to stand up to the
erosion of fundamental rights are
not an easy group of people to love.
But when we think about it we
soon realise that they love and are
kind in their own way. They love
their families, close friends and
neighbours (those living immediately next to their homes). I am
not for a moment suggesting that
this narrow form of concern that
some people exhibit is in itself
sufficient for them to justify their
existence; all I am saying is that we
cannot regard them or any other
group as being completely inhuman. We have to appreciate the
humanity within each person and
allow this humanity to reinforce
our own humanity, thus enabling
us to love our fellow man.
While we cultivate this attitude
of iooking for the good in people
and allowing this good to reinforce
our feelings of love, there is something else that we should also do.
We must learn to divorce the inherent goodness that we find in all
individuals from the individual himself. We must learn to appreciate
the humanity of a particular individual not as a part of that individual
but as an entity in itself. Thus when
the individual errs, as humans will
continued on page 64
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is obvious that the so-called.
Freire method is not just a
method or a technique. It is based
on a new, or rather the renewal of a
forgotten, concept of education.
His criticism is directed towards
what he calls the 'bank concept of
education'. The existing educational systems and methods correspond to the capitalistic system of
society: children are considered to
be areas of investment. In their
young age, knowledge is deposited

that has to be filled - an object
that cannot do anything out of its
own resources but needs stimulation, guidance, and control. The
controlling and guiding agency is
society.
Freire sees very clearly that an
educational philosophy which considered man as a passive object or
a means of investment cannot
motivate man from within but
perpetuates his dependence, his
apathy, his immaturity, his subser-
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Paulo Freire
into them in the same way as one
deposits one's capital into a bank.
In due course , when the capital has
'ripened', one expects enough
interest to buy something else i.e .,
with a good deposit of the right
kind of knowledge a man can buy
material privileges, status, career,
prestige, influence, etc.
In this bank concept of education, man is seen as an empty vessel

vience to any sort of master. Therefore, he claims that education can
have a liberating effect, not only in
theory but also in practice, only
when this bank concept of education is replaced by a concept which
gives man again his due place in
nature: as one who is not only part
of nature but also assumes his role
as a subject by reflecting critically
about his surroundings. Therefore,
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according to Paulo Freire, education begins when people start to
reflect on their own situation,
i.e ., on the economic, social and
political aspects of their actual
lives. This reflection can never be
done by a teacher for a pupil. Every
man, every woman, every child has
to assume his or her role as a
human being - as a subject capable
of seeing, understanding, and
changing the surrounding situation
by a dialectical progress of reflection and work. The 'teacher' in his
new concept of education is no
longer the one who possesses knowledge which he deposits in the
pupils, but one who helps the
others to come to this critical
reflection. It is not he who makes
them aware ; he merely helps them
to enter this process of becoming
aware by reflection and action.
Education, understood in this
manner, is not only theoretical. The
old order that one first has to learn
and then to act is given up. According to Freire, there is no true
learning without acting and no
meaningful acting without reflection. Education, in this sense, is a
'Practice of Liberation.'
But this liberation does not
begin after the people have learned
reading and writing. Freire discovered that the critical reflection
about the concrete situation in
which people live must be part of
the process of learning, reading, and
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writing. This knowledge is no
longer dead book-knowledge but a
source of 'enlightenment' - to use
the word which in the 18th century
German Philosophers like Kant
used to describe the process of
becoming aware. It is not enough
that people learn to read and write
- many have this facility but what
use do they make of it? They
should read the necessary words
and sentences. Instead of teaching
them irrelevant phrases, like 'the
apple hangs on a tree' , they themselves used this newly-acquired
medium to form sentences which
expressed the basic contradiction in
which they live and also their hopes
to change the situation. This
process of becoming aware, Freire
calls 'cultural action'. It must be
emphasised that he does not understand this 'cultural action' in an
idealistic way - of recognising that
people are getting conscious of
their sit1:1ation of oppression and
then sitting back and doing
nothing. The term 'conscientization' , as used by Freire, implies
action and organisation. The
campesinos in the north-east of
Brazil' were not satisfied that they
knew how to read and write; they
started forming their own organisations. It was this part of Freire's
method that became dangerous to
the existing power structure. Freire
is aware of the fact that one cannot
change the existing power structure
by making people simply awa\"e of
the power structure; this was the
great mistake of the German philosophers up to Hegel. A cultural
revolution cannot substitute for a
political revolution. Freire further
holds that a mere change of the
power structure without a cultural
revolution, i.e., without a heightened system of domination of man
over man. Therefore, he thinks that
the cultural revolution education
for the 'new society', should and
must already begin in the 'old
society'. But this education can
only achieve its true aim if it
becomes a practice of liberation, if
it is part of a larger movement for
liberation. D
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TOWARDS
HUMANIZATION
continued from page 62

always do, we accept the failings of
this individual because we appreciate him as he is - an incomplete
being; but at the same time, by
having viewed his goodness as a
separate entity, we manage to feel
no less love for him as an individual
or for mankind as a whole . Concrete examples of this nature are
not difficult to come by. Take the
case of certain former university
undergraduates. While in campus,
living in an unreal environment divorced of personal responsibilities, ideals of sacrificing, committing themselves to the people and
struggling at their side , flourish .
However on leaving the campus,
these 'idealists' opt to allow themselves to become just another 'brick
in the wall', another 'link in the
chain'. If we had attributed these
ideals of sacrifice, commitment and
struggle to these individuals then
we could have fallen into the trap
of questioning whether these ideals
in themselves were right. But by
having seen these ideals as a
separate entity we still believe in
them irrespective of the failings of
those that expressed these ideals.
In addition to this by viewing these
ideals as an entity divorced from
the individual we are still very
much in solidarity with the individual, realising that these ideals are
stil very much a part of him and
that there will always be this
struggle within him to be more
fully human and to work in his' own
way towards building a more
humane world.
To be truly immersed in the
struggle for a more humane world,
one has to have a profound love for
the world and for men. Because
love is an act of courage, not of
fear, love is commitment to other
men. No matter where the
oppressed are found, the act of love
is commitment to their cause - the
cause of liberation. As an act of
64

bravery love cannot be sentimental,
as an act of freedom , it must not
serve as a pretext of manipulation.
It must generate other acts of freedom, otherwise it is not love.
The more we analyse inequality
and its causes, the more we expose
it, the more it will be challenged.
Awareness makes us realize that our
brothers who do not eat or laugh,
who do not sing, who do no love,
who live under oppression, suffer
and are hated, are the victims of
unjust structures.
Those of us who become aware
have no choice but to commit ourselves to struggle at the side of the
oppressed. The struggle must be
based on a love not simply for the
oppressed but for all humanity.
Yes, even for those who after
having become aware do not
commit themselves to the struggle.
Yes, even for those who wander
aimlessly like sheep , as though
without the will or the ability to
make a stand in life.
We do not condon~ this
behaviour or encourage it but
neither do we hate those who
behave in this manner. We have to
love the humanity that lies within
all men and believe that each man
in his own way and own time will
develop himself and give of himself
to others. This has to be at the core
of our very existence. To love all
people does -not mean avoiding confrontations; it does not mean
preserving a fictitious harmony.
Universal love is that which in
solidarity with the oppressed seeks
also to liberate the oppressors from
their own power, from their ambition, and from their selfishness.
One loves the oppressors by liberating them from their inhuman
condition as oppressors, by liberating them from themselves. But this
cannot be achieved except by
resolutely opting for the oppressed,
that is, by combatting the oppressive class. It must be a real and
effective combat, not hate. The
struggle based on this will actually
constitute an act of love opposing
the lovelessness of an oppressive
society . D
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ROCK MUSIC
Tan Sooi Beng

Rock music has assumed a dominant position in
the world today. With improvements in technology and
communication systems, rock has been exported from
the west to other parts of the world including Malaysia.
Consequently, most of us especially the young are
familiar with some rock tunes and often identify with
them emotionally. Although western in origin, rock has
become very much a part of our everyday life. This short
article is meant to help us understand the development
of rock music over the past few decades. Hopefully, we
may learn to be more selective and critical of the kinds
of rock music we listen to in future.
In 1960 George Ha"ison ( lead guitar), Paul McCartney
(bass guitar), Ringo Starr (drums) and John Lennon
(rhythm guitar) formed a band called the Beatles.
_By 1964 they were known all over the world.

The origins: Rock in the l 950's
Rock emerged in the early 1950's and was the
product of 2 independent and indigenous musical styles
in North America:
(1) black rhythm and blues, an outgrowth of
blues and jazz, characterized by loud sounds, harddriving rhythm with electric guitar and harmonica as key
melodic instruments and raspy-voiced vocals (eg. Muddy
Waters, B.B. King) and;
(2) white country and western derived from
English/Scottish folk songs of the Appalachian region
(eg. Johnny Cash).

By the late l 950's, rock n' roll had become an
essential element of everyday life for young people in
North America and Europe. Juke boxes, together with
portable radios and record-players ensured that new
record releases were demanded. The "jive" soon gave
way to the "twist", "shake" and the "mod" dances.

Contradictions: Rock in the 1960's ·

With the introduction of the recording industry in
the 1950's, both blacks and whites could, for the first
time, listen to each other's music via the radio and
records. Influenced by rhythm and blues, white country
and western singers like Elvis Presley, Carl Perkins, Jerry
Lee Lewis and the Everley brothers started to a,dapt
rhythm and blues to their own country and western
style. This combination of styles was popularised as
rock n' roll.

The 1960's was a very important period in the
development of rock. First, there emerged a new group
of rock musicians called the Beatles who changed rock
n' roll and created a new wave of rock music. Composing
first in the rock and roll style (as in "Shake, rattle and
roll", "Roll over Beethoven", "She loves you" and "I
wanna hold your hand"), the Beatles soon experimented
with new sounds, new harmony, new rhythms and
introduced orchestral instruments and other new instruments {like the sitar and tabla from India) to rock music.
The song, "Lucy in the sky with diamonds", for
example, is a combination of orchestra, sitar, tabla,
Indian raga and rock n' roll. Psychedelic sounds produced by electronic instruments, magnetic tapes, echo
chambers and feedback effects were also used as in the

The new fans were the young, energetic and
rebellious white teenagers who were looking for selfexpression. New styles of dress (tight pants), dance (the
jive) and socializing soon emerged with the rise of rock
n' roll. Singers like Cliff Richard, Adam Faith and Billy
Fury in Britain also started to imitate and promote rock.
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album, "Sergeant Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band".
The Beatles thus introduced 2 new styles of rock in the
60's: psychedelic rock and raga rock.
More importantly, the 1960's saw the rise of rock
with serious themes. Musicians were highly affected by
the world which was in turmoil then. Many popular
rock musicians, for example, composed songs protesting
against America's involvement in the Vietnam War.
These include Peter, Paul and Mary ("If I were free"),
Bob Dylan ("Masters of War") and others. In her album,
"Where are you now my son", Joan Baez included
recordings of bomb explosions, air raids, sirens and the
screams of Vietnamese people.
At the same time, musicians also gave their
support to the civil rights movement in the US. Folk
rock songs like "Blowing in the wind" by Bob Dylan
were used as theme songs of the civil rights movement.
The third verse reads:

1967, at Woodstock, New York in 1969 and at Altamont near San Francisco in 1969 were appropriately
named "Festivals of Peace and Love".
Recent Trends: The 1970's and 1980's

Since the end of the 1970's, rock has continued to
branch out in a number of different directions. In the
early 70's, country rock which represented the "back-tothe-land" movement encouraged people to return to

"How many years can a mountain exist,
Before they 're allowed to be free,
How many times can a man turn his head,
Pretending he just doesn't see . .. "

In California, bands like The Grateful Dead and
The Jeffers0n Airplane sang of youths seeking freedom
from authority, the Establishment and the modern
wo'rld. Modern technology, industrialization and urbanization were also condemned. Many musicians commented on the growing individualism, the boring routine of
everyday life and of broken families in society - all
indications of alienation in modern society. For
example, the group, Simon and Garfunkel, has shown in
their song "The Sound of Silence" that even though
there are thousands around us, we are still alone and
isolated:

"And in the naked night I saw,
Ten thousand people maybe more,
People talking without speaking,
People hearing without listening,
People writing songs that voices never
shared,
No one dared disturb the sound of silence. "

Bob Marley saluted Zimbabwe with Reggae

simple country living. At the same time heavy metal
rock (featuring electric guitar music filtered through
electronic warping devices and blasted through giant
amplifiers) became popular. Disco, with its mechanical
rhythm for dancing and soft rock which featured folk
singers like James Taylor, Paul Simon, Joni Mitchel and .
Jackson Browne also developed. To achieve new sounds,
rock performers experimented with non-western instruments and styles, electronic equipment, synthesizers,
comp11iters and electronified instruments of all kinds
including electrified piano and violin.
Some writers have lamented the qeath of serious
rock, that is rock as a medium of protest in the 1970's.
With the rise of heavy metal and hard rock, bands seem
more concerned with presenting a good show than with
the content of their music or the message in their lyrics.
By and large, this is true of "mainstream" rock music
today. However, some rock musicians are still singing of
social problems today except that the forms they are
using, the issues they sing of, and the musicians themselves are different from those protest musicians of the

These then, 1) the Vietnam War 2) discrimination
of Blacks and 3) alienation from modern society were
the major i_ssues for the American youths in the 1960's.
Accordingly, rock tunes sang of these themes. And as
the protest movements and search for solutions emerged
so too developed anti-war, civil rights and counterculture songs.
Herein lies the contradictions not only of the
protest movement but of rock music in the sixties too.
On the one hand, the youths participated in anti-war and
civil rights demonstrations. On the other hand, they
looked for immediate solutions and turned to escapism
through drugs, mystical religion, free love and hippie
communes. Thus, rock musicians sang not only of peace
and civil rights but also of drugs and free love. The rock
festivals which were held frequently eg. at Monterey in
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1960's. Two examples are reggae and punk music.
Reggae, made popular by Bob Marley and the
Wailers criticise imperialism and the oppression of the
poor Blacks by the whites and rich Blacks in Jamaica.
Growing out of the slums - reggae expresses the oppression and anger, yet hope and love of the poor people of
Jamaica. In the island, hundreds of rural kids flock to
the towns of Jamaica to look for jobs. As in the film,
"The harder they come" , Jimmy Cliff sings,

punk music itself which seems to promote violence as a
response to the mad world.
Conclusion

In our discussion of rock music, we have seen that
it has changed rapidly over the past decades. Why did so
many new forms emerge in the past 30 years?
First, through amplification, musicians have been
able to create and experiment with new sounds. In the
l 950's, the sound of blues (traditionally accompanied
by the soft acoustic guitar) was changed when musicians
started to use electrically amplified guitars. Today, new
sophisticated recording techniques allow for the
dynamics, balance, tone quality etc. of rock songs to be
changed electronically. Sophisticated equipment like
electrollif synthesizers provide possibilities for the distortion and manipulation of sound. For example, the
Pink Floyd have introduced screams, crazy laughter,
clanking cash registers, bottles and tins to their music.
Secondly and more importantly, rock music has
changed rapidly because of the commercialization of
popular music. Rock music today is controlled by music
corporations which are all out to make money. New
records featuring new pop idols and new types of rock
are promoted all the time so that we are encouraged to
keep buying. As it is not to anybody's advantage for a
record to become a classic so that one listens to it over
and over again, stereotype commercial rock songs that
one gets bored of quickly are promoted instead.
The commercialization of rock has brought about
2 consequences.
{l) Singers can only rise to fame if their records are
promoted by managers and disc jockeys of music
companies. For example, Elvis Presley's unusual
combination of hillbilly music with rliythm and blues
did not sell itself all at once. He had to depend on the
music company and promoters to push his songs. Even
the highly talented Beatles had to rely on a recording
studio and a manager to popularise their songs. As these
singers are bound by recording contracts, they have to
constantly churn out standard commercial rock songs
to please their sponsors.
(2) Rock music of the last 30 years lacks a series of
acknowledged masterpieces comparable to the great
Armstrong, Ellington and Parker records of the past.
The modern pop songs that seem to have attained some
longevity are those that have, in some sense, transcended
the heavily commercial world from which they emerged.
They include :
i)
songs that have explored new and complex
methods of composition and new instruments as in the
albums of the Beatles; and more importantly,
ii)
songs that some choose to remember because they
are protest songs, songs which help to explain the
problems of the times, songs which reflect the hopes of
the majority like "Masters of War", "Blowing in the
Wind". "The Sound of Silence", "El Condo Passa",
"Guantanamera" and many others. D

"You can get it if you really want . . ...
But you must try, try and try . . .. "

However, for many, "There are too many rivers
to cross". In fact, it is near impossible to get a job at a
place and time that increasingly needs people who can
read and write.
Reggae is a cry to stay alive and to get one's share
in this life. This too is expressed in Jimmy Cliffs song,

"The oppressors are trying to keep me
down ....
Making me feel like a clown ....
For as sure as the sun will shine,
I'm going to get it, what's mine . . .
And then the harder they come, the harder
they fall, one and all. "
Reggae is also a cry for freedom,

We refuse to be what you wanted us to be we are what we are, and
that's the way it 's going to be.
Ta/kin' about my freedom .. .. .

(Bob Marley and the Wailers, album:
Survival, "Babylon System")

"All I ever had is songs of freedom,
Cause all I ever had was redemption song,
Emancipate yourselves from mental slavery,
None but ourselves can free our minds"
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(Bob Marley and the Wailers, album:
Uprising, "Redemption Song").
Similarly, punk rock which grew out of London
also concerns itself with unemployment , control, intimidation, violence, racism, individualism, confusion and
boredom. These values are somewhat different from
those of the sixties in that they are more working-class
issues. Furthermore, punk is also played very loudly and
brashly so that the musicians can vent their anger at the
world. Indeed, the names of punk groups - The Clash,
The Damned, The Stranglers, The Jam, The New Order,
The Exploited, Third World, Discharge, UK Decay are
themselves significant. They reflect the frustrations and
anger of the groups.
Indeed, punk musicians and their followers go
around today in leather jackets covered with studs or the
names of their heroes, dirty jeans, printed T-shirts and
spiky or Mohican-cut hair that is dyed in multi-colours
as if to emphasize more crudely, a world gone mad.
Lastly, it is significant that punk rock concerts sometimes end up in violent riots. This is perhaps a result of
67
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WATERGATE OF I.Q. RESEARCH

The Science and Politics ofl.Q.
by Leon J. Kamin
Penguin, 1978

In the constant war of the
possessors against the dis~
possessed, one of the chief weapons
has been what Richard Sennett calls
"badges of merit". The most recent
battle was begun in 1969 when
A.R. . Jensen fired off the heavy
artillery of I.Q. and genetics in his
famous article "How much can we
boost I.Q. and scholastic achievements?" in the Harvard Educational
Review. This was followed by the
small-arms fire of Hermstein's
"1.Q." (Atlantic Monthly, 1971)
and other epigonal activities, all
with essentially the same general
objective. It was asserted that
differences in power and success
were chiefly the result of differences in I.Q., as measured by I.Q.
tests, and that modem genetic
research has shown that I.Q. performance is highly heritable (80%
is the usual figure thrown about).
It followed then, according to
Jensen et al, that not much change
could be made in people's abilities
by education and, consequently,
that differences in power and
success were here to stay, because
they were chiefly inherited. A
second consequence was supposed
to be that differences in I.Q. performance (and therefore power and
success) between blacks and whites,
or between working classes and
middle classes, were also chiefly
genetic and therefore unchangeable
and 'fair'. Geneticists, I am among
them, were so taken aback by the
obvious and elementary conceptual
and logical errors in this argument,
that we devoted our attention to
pointing out, first, that heritability,
high or low, has nothing to do with
the possibility of changing a character and, second, that heritability
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within groups tells one nothing at
all about the causes of the differences between groups. It never
occurred to us to take a close look
at the data on the heritability of
I.Q. or to compare those data with
what was said about them by the
commentators. I, for one, assumed
that the canons of scientific evidence and honesty were about the
same in this field as in my own. But
I was wrong. In 1972, in an invitation address to the Eastern
Psychological Association, Leon
Kamin first revealed the result of
his investigation of the literature on
genetics and I.Q. That address was
circulated in samizdat for two years
and has now appeared, greatly
expanded and amplified, as "The
Science and Politics of I.Q." What
Kamin has discovered is a pattern
of shoddiness, carelessness, miserable experimental design, misreporting and downright falsification, amounting to a major scandal.
In order to understand the
shocking state of the science,
Kamin first looks at the history of
the use of 1.Q. testing in America as
a political and social weapon. His
cha.pter on the Immigration Act of
1924 is particularly striking in the
obvious parallels between what was
asserted about central European
immigrants by the mental testers
of the 1920's (. . . "83% of the
Jews, 80% of the Hungarians, 79%
of the Italians, and 87% of the
Russians were 'feeble-minded'.")
and what is now said about the I.Q.
of blacks . . Extensive and very
damaging quotations from the
writings of the pioneers of mental
testing. Terman, Goddard and
Yerkes, show how naive it is to
believe in the protestations of
68

objectivity and scientific neutrality
of scholars, especially when they
are engaged in politically pregnant
activities.
Having made us at least wary of
the motivations and objectivity of
investigators, Kamin now comes to
the heart of the matter', the studies
that purport to establish a high
heritability for I.Q. Basic theoretical considerations of genetics
dictate that any strong inference
about the role of genes in human
behaviour must be based on studies
of relatives raised in uncorrelated
environments. That is, we need
adoption studies, and the most
powerful of these, potentially, is
the study of identical twins raised
in separated environments. It is not
surprising, then, that most calculations of the heritability of I.Q.
depend heavily on the four studies
so far made of identical twins raised
apart, most notably the studies by
Cyril Burt, whose final 53 pairs of
separated twins make his, by far,
the largest of the experiments. The
Burt studies tum out to be a mass
of
contradictions,
unreported
sample sizes, unspecified test procedures and straightforward 'cooking'
of data. The two most damning
revelations are that (1) Burt did not
analyze test scores, but made 'final
adjustments' of twin scores according to his subjective impression of
their similarity and (2) correlations
reported between twins raised apart
were identical to the third decimal
places (.771) in three separate
studies with successively more twin
pairs added, as were correlations
reported between twins raised
together (.944) again with new twin
pairs added each time! It is interesting that an attempt to cover up
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these revelations has been made in
the most recent book on the
subject, "Rae~ Differences in Intelligence" (Loehlin, Llndzey and
Spuhler, 1975), where Kamin's discoveries are not reported in detail
but are characterized as showing
that "Burt's empirical studies in
this area are inadequately and often
carelessly reported". One can be
careless to the third decimal place,
it seems.
But Cyril Burt is not the only
runner caught off base by Kamin.
In the chapter on "The Accuracy of

Secondary Sources" we find that
Jensen himself, in Figure 6 of his
HER paper, reports non-existent
data, giving a false source. Lesser
lights perform lesser manipulations,
but there is plenty of hanky-panky
for all.

Apart from evidence of falsifications, Kamin shows massive
evidence of poor experimentation
and analysis. Most revealing is the
fact that "separated" identical
twins are barely separated at all,
most being raised by relatives, or
next door to each other, or in the
same small town, going to the same
school. Almost all adoption studies
turn out to be invalid because of
non-random adoption. Test instruments and scores are uncorrected
for age or sex or both. In the much
quoted Burks study, the biological
parents of adopted children w,e1e
not studied, despite the misrepresentations of secondary sources.
And so on. By the time Kamin
finishes his analysis of dozens of
studies it becomes manifestly clear
that the field is a shambles. In a
way this is the weakness of the

book as well as its strength. There is
a certain air of overkill that in the
end detracts from the total impact.
Perhaps Kamin did not realize that,
like Hercules, he had already
burned out the roots of his Hydra
and so did not need to sever every
one of its heads.
'No one can read "The Science
and Politics of 1.Q." without a
sense of indignation and of shame
at the vulgar distortion of science
that has gone on under the label of
human behavioural genetics. Our
science owes an immense debt to
Kamin for his brilliant and devastating expose. It is time now for the
field to purge itself and to reassert
its claim to honest scholarship.
R.C. Lewontin
Prof. of Zoology,
Harvard University.

THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF THE JAPANESE
EXPERIENCE
Japan, China and the Modern World Economy:
Towards a Reinterpretation of East Asian
Development ea. 1600 to ea. 1918
by Frances Y. Moulder
Cambridge University Press, 1977
apan is the only non-Western
that has become a
major industrial capitalist country.
Why?

Jnation

The reason is usually explained
in terms of Japan's unique sociocultural traditions. Japan, alone
among
non-Western
nations,
allegedly possessed traditional
institutions and
values
that
promoted, rather than blocked
modern economic growth. "When
the Western powers arrived in
feudal Japan in the 1850s, they
confronted a society already ripe
with change, ready to transform
along capitalist lines" (p. vii)
Moulder in this provocative
book challenges this point of view.

She rejects the argument which
suggests that the major reason why
the other non-Western countries
have failed to develop into industrialised countries is because of the
nature of their "traditional societies" viz. that their cultural values
and institutions are inimical to
economic growth.
The autµor constructs her case
by first comparing Japan's to
China's traditional society. She
shows convincingly, that there were
many similarities in terms of values
and institutions between Tokugawa
Japan and Ching China. For
instance, both had high literacy
rates and a high number of artisans
with sophisticated skills. There was
also little difference between them
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in terms of the level of rural
technology. In Ching China as in
Tokugawa Japan, seed selection,
use of fertilizer, double cropping,
irrigation works and extensions of
cultivated land were commonly
practised, all, contributing toward
regular increases in rural production. This is why population
increases in both places were comfortably accommodated during
these pre-modern times. Furthermore, both also possessed sophisticated communication systems
which promoted commerce. And
though in both countries national
marketing
systems had
not
emerged, markets dominated by a
class of merchants were fast emerging in both places. In fact, class
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relations were fast replacing precapitalist relationships between the
peasant and the landlord on the one
hand and between the peasant and
the moneylender on the other.
Finally, in terms of government,
Moulder shows the structural
similarities between the centralised
feudalism of Tokugawa Japan and
the centralised bureaucracy of
Ching China in the early nineteenth
century.
Under
the
circumstances,
Moulder argues that traditional
Japan, its values and institutions,
was not so unique after all. In fact,
if it is argued that its socio-cultural
system was like the West's, so too,
then, was traditional China's at
least. Indeed, there was more
similarity between the traditional
societies of Japan and China than
between Japan's and the West's.
Accordingly, cultural explanations
as to why Japan succeeded are to
be rejected, or at least not of
primary importance.
Rather, Moulder argues that the
paramount reason which gave rise
to industrial capitalism in Japan
was that, unlike most of the other
non-Western nations, Japan was not
colonised. That being so, it preserved its political freedom. Consequently, it occupied a position of
relative autonomy within the
modern world economy of the 19th
century. Its incorporation into the
world system was more like that of
a junior partner rather than that of
a satellite. For instance, while
involved in trade with the Western
powers, it restricted them to
particular ports. Foreigners, including Christian missionaries were disallowed from travelling freely
within Japan; trade in opium was
forbidden and actually enforced
and no extra-territorial rights were
granted to the foreigners.
In effect then, the Japanese
themselves determined the terms of
their incorporation into the world
economy. Shielded from the
ravages of imperialism elsewhere, a
revolution from above - the Meiji
Restoration - was brought about
between 1867-68. Between 1870-
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90, a modern centralised state was
built. The army and navy were
modernised and a Cabinet system
and national taxation system
adopted. Old centres of power in
the regions were replaced by
salaried governors appointed by the
Meiji government. The nation was
unified not only through these new
administrative reforms but also
through the national ideology of
Shintoism, including emperorworship.
The nation united and the state
modernised, the Meiji rulers next
focussed their attention on industrialization. Through heavy taxation of the peasants, new harbours,
railways and a shipping industry
were developed. Iron and steel,
textile, sugar and other manufacturing industries were next piloted
and when successful sold to the
private sector cheaply. Meanwhile
a system of national banks was also
developed to give loans to investors.
In all these activities, government
worked closely with the private
sector, ultimately, giving rise to the
zaJl>atsu (Yasuda, Mitsui, Mitsubishi, Fujitomo and the like) which
were huge conglomerates of financial, industrial and commercial
companies under the control of
particular families. Through such
favours from the government, these
zaJl>atsu soon monopolised the
Japanese economy. Be that ·as it
may, it is significant that up to the
first world war, Japan, as compared
to China and India, was engaged in
comparatively little foreign trade,
and fo eign involvement in the
economy even up to the time of the
second world war, was relatively
small.
The government continued to
provide the local investors with
contracts and even subsidised their
By forbidding
initial losses.
foreigners to own shares in
Japanese companies or even to own
land or rent space, foreign investors
were discouraged. Industries like
textiles, iron and steel, sugar, dye,
etc. were protected from foreign
competitors through high tariffs.
This was especially true of those
70

industries which made use of raw
materials produced locally. And
later when the industrialists had
grown beyond local demands, they
were aided in their further expansion by the imperialist designs of
the Japanese state. Taiwan, Korea,
the Ryukyus, S. Sakhalin, Manchuria, much of China and eventually
Southeast
Asia were
encroached upon, colonised or
conquered.
All in all then, Japan's emergence as an industrial capitalist
nation is a direct result of its
incorporation into the world
economy not as a satellite but as a
partner to the Western powers.
Because it was not colonised, it was
able to unite and modernise.
Through state support, industrialization developed. It was fortunate
that it began its industrialization
process during the late nineteenth
century for not only was the gap
between its technology and the
Western nations' relatively narrow
but being an early industrialist it
could easily find external markets
for its manufactured goods.
The implications of Moulder's
book are extremely important. In
essence, it rejects the theory of
development that is so often
accepted by Third World leaders
today, including Malaysia's viz.
that 1) through foreign investments
and technical aid from the west the
developing countries will begin to
industrialise and 2) through the dissemination of "universal" achievement ideas in the educational
system, the traditional cultural
matrix will give way to a new
"culture of modernization".
For Moulder, on the contrary,
these processes only lead to incorporation of the developing countries into the modern world
economy but unlike Japan, not as a
partner, but as a satellite. The
ability of the developing countries
to emulate Japan's experience,
hence, is questionable.
In this period when we are told
"to look East", Moulder's book is
an important introductory book.
Loh Kok Wah
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I see mankind as a herd of cattle inside a fenced enclosure.
Outside the fence are green pastures w~th plenty for the cattle to eat,
while inside the fence there is not quite grass enough for the cattle. Consequently the cattle are trampling underfoot what little grass there is
and goring each other to death in their struggle for existence. I saw the
owner of the herd come to them and when he saw their pitiable condition he was filled with compassion for them, and thought of what he
could do to improve their condition. So he called his friends together
and asked them to assist him in cutting the grass from outside the fence
and throwing it over the fence to the cattle. And they called that charity.
Then, because the calves were dying off and not growing into serviceable cattle, he arranged that they should each have a pint of milk every
morning for breakfast. Because they were dying off in the cold night he
put up beautiful well-drained and well-ventilated cow sheds for the
cattle. Because they were goring each other in the struggle for
existence he put corks on the horns of the cattle so that the wounds
they gave each other might not be so serious. Then he reserved a part
of the enclosure for the old bulls and the old cows over seventy years
of age. In fact, he did everything he could do to improve the conditions
of the cattle. And when they asked him why he did not do the one
obvious thing- break down the fences and let the cattle out- he answered, 'If I let the cattle out, I should no longer be able to milk them.'
Tolstoy

in a pamphlet to the
Working Classes of all Nations
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